DECEMBER 2017

Our Christian Life and Ministry

MEETING WORKBOOK

Sample Presentations

o
AWAKE! AWAKE! s
Question: Why is the world spinning Question: Does God have a name? 3
out of control? Scripture: Ps 83:18 ot
i fem  Scripture: Jer 10:23 Offer: This article discusses what God’s name means )
Offer: This magazine explains why and why we should use that name. [Open to the article g
millions of people believe in a “The Bible’s Viewpoint—God’s Name.”] °
bright future.
TEACH THE TRUTH BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION
Question: Will there ever be an end to ]
the enemy death? Question:
Scripture: 1Co 15:26
Scripture:

Truth: Jehovah will remove death
permanently.

Offer:


http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&srcid=pdf

e Song 27 and Prayer
o Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Seek Jehovah Before His Day of Anger”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Zephaniah.]

Zep 2:2, 3—Seek Jehovah, seek righteousness,
seek meekness (w01 2/15 18-19 5-7)

[Play the video Introduction to Haggai.]

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Zep 1:8—What warning do we find in this verse?
(w07 11/15 11 §3)

Hag 2:9—In what ways was the glory of Zerubbabel’s
temple greater than that of Solomon’s temple?
(w07 12/19 113)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Hag 2:1-14

DECEMBER 4-10 | ZEPHANIAH 1-HAGGAI 2

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.)
Discussion based on “Sample Presentations.” Play
each presentation video, and then discuss the high-
lights. Encourage publishers to give wide distribu-
tion of Awake! No. 6 2017. However, because we
desire to speak directly with people, we should not
leave the current magazine at not-at-homes.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

e Song 23
e Local Needs: (5 min.)

o The Pure Language Promotes Peace and Unity
(Zep 3:9): (10 min.) Discussion based on the
August 15, 2012, Watchtower, page 12, paragraph 4.
Play the video Former Enemies Who Became Friends
(video category INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES).

e Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
kr chap. 22 {/8-16

e Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
e Song 22 and Prayer

ZEPHANIAH 1-HAGGAI 2 | Seek Jehovah Before His Day of Anger

In order for Jehovah to conceal us on the day of his
anger, we must do more than dedicate ourselves to
him. We must obey the direction that Zephaniah
gave to the Israelites.

o Seek Jehovah: Maintain a warm personal relationship
with Jehovah in association with his organization

o Seek righteousness: Uphold Jehovah's righteous
standards

o Seek meekness: Humbly submit to God’s will and
accept his discipline

How might | seek Jehovah, righteousness, and meekness to a greater degree?



DECEMBER 11-17 | ZECHARIAH 1-8

e Song 26 and Prayer
e Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Zechariah.]

Zec 8:20-22—People of all the languages of the
nations seek Jehovah'’s favor (w14 11/15 27 {[14)
Zec 8:23—Those with an earthly hope willingly
accompany and support the anointed remnant
(w16.01 23 14; w09 2/15 27 {]14)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Zec 5:6-11—What is our responsibility regarding
wickedness today? (w17.10 25 18)

Zec 6:1—What do the two copper mountains
represent? (w17.10 27-28 {/7-8)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Zec 8:14-23

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.6 cover—Lay the
groundwork for a return visit.

o Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.6—The magazine
was placed on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a re-
turn visit, and lay the groundwork for the next visit.

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 5 {[1-2.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Song 70

“Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Contacting
Everyone in Our Territory”: (15 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Preaching in “the Most Distant Part
of the Earth” (video category OUR MEETINGS AND
MINISTRY).

Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
kr chap. 22 {[17-24, review box on p. 240

Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
Song 139 and Prayer

ZECHARIAH 1-8 | “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”

Ten men out of all the languages of
the nations would take firm hold of the
robe of a Jew, saying: “We want to go
with you.” During these last days, peo-
ple of all nations are flocking to wor-
ship Jehovah along with anointed
Christians

o They wholeheartedly share in
the preaching work

What are some ways in which the other sheep support the anointed today?

o They wholeheartedly support
the work financially
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DECEMBER 18-24 | ZECHARIAH 9-14

e Song 8 and Prayer APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

e Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

. o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.6 14-15—Invite the
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD person to our meetings.

e “Stay in ‘the Valley of the Mountains’”: (10 min.) o Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.6—Pages 14 and

Zec 14:3, 4—The “very great valley” represents 15 of the magazine were considered on the preced-
divine protection (w13 2/15 19 {]10) ing visit. Demonstrate a return visit, and invite the
Zec 14:5—Those who “flee to the valley” and stay person to our meetings.

there will be protected (w13 2/15 20 {[13)

o Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 5—Invite the
Zec 14:6, 7, 12, 15—Those outside Jehovah’s valley person to our meetings.
of protection will be destroyed (w13 2/15 20 /15)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.) LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Zec 12:3—How does Jehovah “make Jerusalem e Song 68

a heavy stone”? (w07 12/15 22-23 {/9-10) e Organizational Accomplishments: (7 min.) Play
the Organizational Accomplishments video for

Zec 12:7—How will Jehovah “save the tents of December.

Judah first”? (w07 12/15 25 1[13) o “New Feature of the Midweek Meeting”: (8 min.)
Discussion. Show the silent video Bethphage, the

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you Mount of Olives, and Jerusalem.

about Jehovah? e Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy pp. 6-7
o Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)

What other spiritual gems have you discovered « Song 13 and Prayer

in this week’s Bible reading?

o Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Zec 12:1-14

ZECHARIAH 9-14 | Stay in “the Valley of the Mountains”

Jehovah formed “a very great How do people “flee to the
valley” in 1914 when he estab- == valley” of protection?
lished the Messianic Kingdom,

a subsidiary “mountain” to his

universal sovereignty. Since

1919, God'’s servants have found

safety in “the valley of the

mountains”

BEETCACIE. 00

Anyone outside the symbolic How do | stay in the valley of
valley will be destroyed at protection?
Armageddon



DECEMBER 18-24

New Feature of the Midweek Meeting

Beginning in January 2018, the midweek meeting will include study notes and media from the on-
line study edition of the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures (nwtsty), even if the study
edition is not yet available in your language. No doubt this information will enrich your meeting
preparation. More important, may it draw you ever closer to our loving Father, Jehovah!

STUDY NOTES
The study notes provide cultural,

geographic, and linguistic insight
into many Bible verses.

Matthew 12:20

Smoldering wick: A common
household lamp was a small
earthenware vessel filled with
olive oil. A flax wick drew the oil
up to feed the flame. The Greek
expression “smoldering wick” may
refer to a wick that gives off
smoke because an ember is still
present but the flame is fading or
is extinguished. The prophecy of
Isaiah 42:3 foretold Jesus’ com-
passion; he would never extin-
guish the last spark of hope in
humble and downtrodden people.

Matthew 26:13

Truly: Greek, a-men’, a translit-
eration of the Hebrew ‘a-men’,
meaning “so be it,” or “surely.”
Jesus frequently uses this expres-
sion to preface a statement, a
promise, or a prophecy, thereby
emphasizing its absolute truthful-
ness and reliability. Jesus’ use of
“truly,” or amen, in this way is
said to be unique in sacred litera-
ture. When repeated in succes-
sion (a-men” a-men’), as is the
case throughout the Gospel of
John, Jesus’ expression is trans-
lated “most truly.”—Joh 1:51.

MEDIA

Photos, artwork, and silent videos and animations illustrate
various details recorded in the Bible.

Bethphage, the Mount of Olives, and Jerusalem

This short video follows a path approaching Jerusalem from the east, from
the village of modern-day et-Tur—thought to correspond to the Biblical Beth-
phage—to one of the higher points on the Mount of Olives. Bethany lies east
of Bethphage on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. When in Jerusalem,
Jesus and his disciples customarily spent the night at Bethany, today marked
by the town of el-‘Azariyeh (El ‘Eizariya), an Arabic name meaning “The Place
of Lazarus.” Jesus undoubtedly stayed at the home of Martha, Mary, and Laza-
rus. (Mt 21:17; Mr 11:11; Lu 21:37; Joh 11:1) When traveling from their home to
Jerusalem, Jesus may have followed a route similar to the one shown in the
video. On Nisan 9, 33 C.E., when Jesus rode the colt of a donkey over the
Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, he may well have done so from Bethphage,
following the road to Jerusalem.

1. Road from Bethany
to Bethphage

2. Bethphage

3. Mount of Olives
4. Kidron Valley
5. Temple Mount

Nail in a Heel Bone

This is a photograph of a replica of a human heel
bone pierced by an iron nail that was 11.5 cm (4.5 in.)
long. The original artifact was found in 1968, during
excavations in northern Jerusalem, and dates to
Roman times. It provides archaeological evidence that
nails were likely used in executions to fasten the per-
son to a wooden stake. This nail may be similar to the
nails employed by the Roman soldiers to fasten Jesus
Christ to the stake. The artifact was found in a stone box, called an ossuary,
into which the dried bones of a deceased person were placed after the flesh
had decomposed. This indicates that someone executed on a stake could be
given a burial.—Mt 27:35.

Photo Clara Amit, Courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority



DECEMBER 25-31 | MALACHI 1-4

e Song 131 and Prayer
e Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

o “Does Your Marriage Please Jehovah?”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Malachi.]
Mal 2:13, 14—Jehovah despises marital treachery
(jd 125-126 4-5)
Mal 2:15, 16—Stay loyal to your marriage mate
(w02 5/118 119)

Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mal 1:10—Why must our acts of worship be moti-

vated by unselfish love for God and neighbor?
(w07 12/15 27 1)

Mal 3:1—How was this verse fulfilled in the first cen-
tury and in modern times? (w13 7/15 10-11 5-6)

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mal 1:1-10

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

o Initial Call: (2 min. or less) 1Co 15:26—Teach the
Truth.

o Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Isa 26:19; 2Co 1:3, 4
—Teach the Truth. (See mwb16.08 8 12.)

o Talk: (6 min. or less) w07 12/15 28 {[1—Theme:
How Do We Bring the Entire Tithe Into the Store-
house Today?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

e Song 132
e “What Is True Love?”: (15 min.) Questions and
answers.

o Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 1

e Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
e Song 96 and Prayer

MALACHI 1-4 | Does Your Marriage Please Jehovah?

o In Malachi’s day, many Israelites obtained
a divorce for frivolous reasons. Jehovah did
not accept the worship of those who dealt
treacherously with their mate

o Jehovah blessed those who treated their
mate honorably

How can marriage mates today remain
loyal with regard to their. . .

thoughts?

eyes?

speech?




DECEMBER 25-31

What Is True Love?

Jehovah designed marriage to be a permanent bond between
a man and a woman. (Ge 2:22-24) Divorce would be an option
only in cases of sexual immorality. (Mal 2:16; Mt 19:9) Since
Jehovah wants marriages to be happy, he has provided princi-
ples that can help Christians to select a mate wisely and to
maintain a happy marriage.—Ec 5:4-6.

WATCH THE VIDEO WHAT IS TRUE LOVE?, AND THEN ANSWER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

e Why was the correction that Frank and Bonnie gave to their
daughter, Liz, both wise and loving?

e Why is it unwise to think that you can change the person you
are courting?

e What wise advice did Paul and Priscilla give to Liz?

e Why did problems develop in the marriage of Zach and Megan?

e What spiritual pursuits did John and Liz share in common?

e Why should you get to know “the secret person of the heart”
of someone before exchanging marriage vows with that person?
(1Pe 3:4)

e What is true love? (1Co 13:4-8)

Where can Christians find additional Where can married couples find helpful counsel?

information regarding dating?

e JW Broadcasting video series o JW.ORG articles

Preparing for Marriage (Look under BIBLE TEACHINGS > HELP FOR THE FAMILY.)
e JW.ORG video Is It Love or Infatuation? e Brochure Your Family Can Be Happy
e Questions Young People Ask—Answers That Work, e Book The Secret of Family Happiness

Volumes 1 and 2 e Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses

e Research Guide for Jehovah'’s Witnesses (Go to “Family Life,” then “Marriage.”)
(Go to “Family Life,” then “Dating and Courtship.”)




DECEMBER 11-17

IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY
Contacting Everyone in Our Territory

T HOW TO DO IT:

e Prepare. Do you encounter people who speak another lan-
guage? You can use the JW Language app to learn a simple
presentation. Or using your mobile device, you can show a per-
son how he can find more information in his language on jw.org

e Be observant. If you are working from house to house, do not
overlook opportunities to witness to passersby or those waiting
in cars. If you are involved in public witnessing, stay focused on
your objective to give a witness

Be diligent. Keep trying to reach those who are not at home
initially. Make an effort to contact someone at every residence,
perhaps at a different time of the day or on a different day of
WHY IMPORTANT: Zechariah prophesied the week. Some householders may need to be contacted by let-

that people out of all the languages of ter, telephone, or street witnessing

the nations would respond favorably e Follow through. Return promptly to follow up on any interest
to the good news. (Zec 8:23) But who shown. If the person speaks a different language, try to find
will teach them? (Ro 10:13-15) We have someone who is qualified to help him in his language. You
the privilege and responsibility to share should continue calling on the person until he is contacted by
the good news with everyone in our terri- publishers who speak his language.—od 94 139-40

tory.—od 84 {/10-11.

WATCH THE VIDEO PREACHING IN “THE MOST DISTANT PART OF THE
EARTH,” AND THEN CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

e What preparations did the brothers and sisters make to contact people in
remote territory? (1Co 9:22, 23)

e What obstacles did they have to overcome?

e What blessings did they enjoy?

e What efforts can you make to contact more people in your territory?

» The service overseer should make sure that all the congregation’s
territory is regularly covered. Some bodies of elders have organized
special days during the month so that publishers can spend an entire
day working in an area that is not frequently covered.
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