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Sample Presentations




AWAKE!




[image: Awake! magazine, No. 2 2016 | Is the Bible Just a Good Book?]


Offer: Here is your copy of the latest Awake!

Question: Notice the question here on page 2. May I ask your opinion?

Scripture: Lu 7:35

This article discusses how that principle applies to the Bible itself.







AWAKE!


Question: Would you agree that these are wise words to live by?

Scripture: Mt 6:34

Offer: [Open to the article “The Bible’s Viewpoint—Anxiety.”] This article shows how the Bible can help us deal with anxiety.






Bible Teach




[image: What Does the Bible Really Teach?]


Question: Many who believe in God would like to feel closer to him. Did you know that the Bible invites us to draw close to God?

Scripture: Jas 4:8a

Offer: This book is designed to help us learn more about God by means of the Bible. [Highlight chapter 1 of the Bible Teach book.]







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION








Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.



^ (Luke 7:35) All the same, wisdom is proved righteous* by all its children.”*

Or “is vindicated.”
Or “its results.”


^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.








April 4-10

JOB 16-20





	  Song 79 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Encourage and Strengthen Others With Kind Words”: (10 min.)

	Job 16:4, 5—A counselor’s words should strengthen others (w90 3/15 27 ¶1-2)



	Job 19:2—Bildad’s unkind words caused Job to cry out in distress (w06 3/15 15 ¶6; w94 10/1 32)



	Job 19:25—The resurrection hope sustained Job when he was pressed to the limit (w06 3/15 15 ¶5; it-2 735 ¶2-3)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 19:20—What did Job mean by the expression “I escape with the skin of my teeth”? (w06 3/15 15 ¶1; it-2 977 ¶1)



	Job 19:26—How could Job “see God,” since no human can see Jehovah? (w94 11/15 19 ¶17)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Job 19:1-23 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion. Play each sample presentation video, and then discuss the highlights. Encourage publishers to build their own presentation.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 42



	  “New Feature for Starting Conversations”: (10 min.) Discussion. Encourage all to use “What Does the Bible Say?” to start conversations that may lead to a Bible study.



	  Questions From Readers: (5 min.) Talk by an elder based on the February 15, 2015, Watchtower, page 30, paragraphs 4-6.



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 12 ¶13-25 and the chapter review (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 65 and Prayer















^ (Job 16:4, 5) I could also speak as you do. If you were in my place,* I could make persuasive speeches against you And shake my head at you.  5 Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.

Or “If your soul were in place of my soul.”


^ (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ (Job 19:25) For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.*

Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”


^ (Job 19:20) My bones stick to my skin and my flesh, And I escape with the skin of my teeth.



^ (Job 19:26) After my skin has thus been destroyed, While yet in my flesh, I will see God,








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 16-20

Encourage and Strengthen Others With Kind Words




A counselor’s words should strengthen others


16:4, 5

	  Job felt depressed and anguished, so he needed support and encouragement from others



	  Job’s three companions said nothing to comfort him. Rather, they made accusations and added to his anxiety










Bildad’s unkind words caused Job to cry out in distress


19:2, 25

	  Job cried out to God for some type of relief—even death



	  Job focused on his hope in the resurrection and continued to endure faithfully







[image: Eliphaz talks to Job as Bildad and Zophar look on]










JOB’S ACCUSERS




[image: Eliphaz]


Eliphaz:

	  Possibly from Teman in the land of Edom. Teman is noted at Jeremiah 49:7 as a center of Edomite wisdom



	  Likely the oldest and most influential of the “comforters,” Eliphaz was the first to speak. He gave three speeches and spoke longer than the other two men





False accusations:

	  Ridiculed Job’s integrity and claimed that God had no faith in his servants (Job 4, 5)



	  Called Job presumptuous and wicked and claimed that Job had no fear of God (Job 15)



	  Accused Job of greed and injustice and claimed that man is useless to God (Job 22)







[image: Bildad]


Bildad:

	  A descendant of Shuah. He may have lived along the Euphrates River



	  He was the second to speak. His three speeches were shorter and more hurtful than those of Eliphaz





False accusations:

	  Implied that Job’s sons had sinned and deserved the calamity that struck them and suggested that Job himself was godless (Job 8)



	  Implied that Job was a wrongdoer (Job 18)



	  Claimed that man’s integrity is in vain (Job 25)







[image: Zophar]


Zophar:

	  A Naamathite, possibly from northwest Arabia



	  He was the third to speak and the harshest accuser. He gave only two speeches





False accusations:

	  Accused Job of empty talk and told him to put away his evil practices (Job 11)



	  Implied that Job was wicked and enjoyed sin (Job 20)











^ (Job 16:4, 5) I could also speak as you do. If you were in my place,* I could make persuasive speeches against you And shake my head at you.  5 Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.

Or “If your soul were in place of my soul.”


^ (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ (Job 19:25) For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.*

Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”


^ (Jer. 49:7) For Eʹdom, this is what Jehovah of armies says: “Is there no longer any wisdom in Teʹman? Has good advice perished from those with understanding? Has their wisdom rotted?



^ (Job 25:1-6) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “Rulership and fearsome might are his; He establishes peace in heaven.*  3 Can his troops be numbered? Upon whom does his light not rise?  4 So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*  5 Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,  6 How much less so mortal man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm!”

Lit., “in his heights.”
Or “pure.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

New Feature for Starting Conversations







[image: A rose on a tombstone]


Since January 2016, the back page of the public edition of The Watchtower has featured “What Does the Bible Say?” This new feature is designed to help us start conversations on Bible topics. The format is similar to that of our tracts. There is a viewpoint question followed by a Scriptural answer, as well as additional points for discussion.

Pleasant conversations on Scriptural topics often lead to Bible studies. Use this new feature to help many more to satisfy their spiritual hunger.—Mt 5:6.






HOW TO USE THE FEATURE:


	            Ask for the householder’s opinion on one of the questions



	            Listen to and acknowledge his answer



	             Read the scripture under the heading “What the Bible Says,” and ask for his thoughts on the verse. If he has time, continue the conversation, using a point under the heading “What Else Can We Learn From the Bible?”



	             Offer the magazine



	             Arrange to return and discuss the second question













^ (Matt. 5:6) “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.*

Or “satisfied.”







April 11-17

JOB 21-27





	  Song 83 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Job Resisted Wrong Thinking”: (10 min.)

	Job 22:2-7—Eliphaz gave counsel based on false assumptions and personal opinion (w06 3/15 15 ¶7; w05 9/15 26-27; w95 2/15 27 ¶6)



	Job 25:4, 5—Bildad presented wrong ideas (w05 9/15 26-27)



	Job 27:5, 6—Job did not allow others to make him think that he had failed as an integrity keeper (w09 8/15 4 ¶8; w06 3/15 15 ¶9)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 24:2—Why was moving a boundary marker a serious offense? (it-1 360)



	Job 26:7—What is notable about Job’s description of the earth? (w15 6/1 5 ¶4; w11 7/1 26 ¶2-5)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Job 27:1-23 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: g16.2 cover—Lay the groundwork for a return visit. (2 min. or less)



	  Return Visit: g16.2 cover—Lay the groundwork for the next visit. (4 min. or less)



	  Bible Study: bh 145 ¶3-4 (6 min. or less)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 129



	  Beat a Bully Without Using Your Fists: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the whiteboard animation Beat a Bully Without Using Your Fists. (Go to jw.org, and look under BIBLE TEACHINGS > TEENAGERS.) Afterward, discuss the following questions: Why might a person be bullied? What are some negative effects of bullying? How can you deal with bullying or possibly avoid it? Whom should you talk to if you are being bullied? Direct attention to the Young People Ask book, Volume 2, chapter 14.



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 13 ¶1-12 (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 23 and Prayer















^ (Job 22:2-7) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?  4 Will he punish you And enter into judgment with you for your reverence?  5 Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”
Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”


^ (Job 25:4, 5) So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*  5 Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,

Or “pure.”


^ (Job 27:5, 6) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!  6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let it go; My heart will not condemn* me as long as I live.*

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”
Or “taunt.”
Or “for any of my days.”


^ (Job 24:2) People move boundary markers; They carry off flocks for their own pasture.



^ (Job 26:7) He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;

Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 21-27

Job Resisted Wrong Thinking







[image: Job covers his ear]


Satan uses lies to discourage Jehovah’s servants today. Note the contrast between Satan’s lies and Jehovah’s true feelings, as shown in the book of Job. List additional Bible verses that prove to you that Jehovah cares about you.










	LIES SATAN TELLS


	HOW JEHOVAH REALLY FEELS




	 God is so exacting that nothing his servants do is good enough. No creation can please him (Job 4:18; 25:5)


	 Jehovah appreciates our humble efforts (Job 36:5)




	 Man is useless to God (Job 22:2)


	 Jehovah accepts and blesses our faithful service (Job 33:26; 36:11)




	 God does not care that you are righteous (Job 22:3)


	 Jehovah watches over the righteous (Job 36:7)









^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 25:5) Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,



^ (Job 36:5) Indeed, God is mighty and rejects no one; He is great in his power of understanding.*

Lit., “heart.”


^ (Job 22:2) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?



^ (Job 33:26) He will entreat God, who will accept him, And he will see His face with shouts of joy, And He will restore His righteousness to mortal man.



^ (Job 36:11) If they obey and serve him, They will live out their days in prosperity, And their years will be pleasant.



^ (Job 22:3) Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 36:7) He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings,* and they are exalted forever.

Or possibly, “He enthrones kings.”







April 18-24

JOB 28-32





	  Song 17 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Job Was an Example of Integrity”: (10 min.)

	Job 31:1—Job made “a covenant” with his eyes (w15 6/15 16 ¶13; w15 1/15 25 ¶10)



	Job 31:13-15—Job was humble, just, and considerate of others (w10 11/15 30 ¶8-9)



	Job 31:16-25—Job was generous to those who had less (w10 11/15 30 ¶10-11)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 32:2—In what sense did Job try “to prove himself right rather than God”? (w15 7/1 12 ¶2; it-1 606 ¶5)



	Job 32:8, 9—Why did Elihu feel that he could speak even though he was younger than his listeners? (w06 3/15 16 ¶1; it-2 549 ¶6)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Job 30:24–31:14 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: g16.2 12-13—Lay the groundwork for a return visit. (2 min. or less)



	  Return Visit: g16.2 12-13—Lay the groundwork for the next visit. (4 min. or less)



	  Bible Study: bh 148 ¶8-9 (6 min. or less)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 115



	  Learn From the Integrity of Others (1Pe 5:9): (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Harold King: Remaining Faithful in Prison. (Go to tv.jw.org, and look under VIDEO ON DEMAND > INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES.) Thereafter, consider the following questions: How did Brother King maintain his spirituality while in prison? How can singing Kingdom songs help us to endure difficult circumstances in life? How does Brother King’s faithful example motivate you?



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 13 ¶13-25 and the chapter review (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 81 and Prayer















^ (Job 31:1) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?



^ (Job 31:13-15) If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting? 15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?*

Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”
Lit., “in the womb.”


^ (Job 31:16-25) If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired;

Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”


^ (Job 32:2) But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “his soul.”


^ (Job 32:8, 9) But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right.

Or “Many days alone do not.”


^ (1 Pet. 5:9) But take your stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of your brothers* in the world.

Lit., “by your brotherhood.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 28-32

Job Was an Example of Integrity




Job was determined to follow Jehovah’s moral standards


31:1

	  He controlled his eyes and gave romantic attention only to his wife



[image: Job and his wife]











Job was a good example in how he treated others


31:13-15

	  He was humble, just, and merciful. He was considerate of all people regardless of their social or economic status



[image: Job talks with a young man]











Job was generous, not selfish


31:16-19

	  He was helpful and gave to those in need



[image: Job gives a little boy some grapes]














^ (Job 31:1) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?



^ (Job 31:13-15) If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting? 15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?*

Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”
Lit., “in the womb.”


^ (Job 31:16-19) If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself;

Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”







April 25–May 1

JOB 33-37





	  Song 50 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “A True Friend Gives Upbuilding Counsel”: (10 min.)

	Job 33:1-5—Elihu showed respect for Job (w95 2/15 29 ¶3-5)



	Job 33:6, 7—Elihu was humble and kind (w95 2/15 29 ¶3-5)



	Job 33:24, 25—Elihu encouraged Job even while giving counsel (w11 4/1 23 ¶3; w09 4/15 4 ¶8)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 33:24, 25—What might have been the “ransom” that Elihu mentioned? (w11 4/1 23 ¶3-5)



	Job 34:36—To what extent was Job to be tested, and what does that teach us? (w94 11/15 17 ¶10)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Job 33:1-25 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: Offer the 2016 regional convention invitation using the sample presentation. (2 min. or less)



	  Return Visit: fg lesson 12 ¶4-5—Demonstrate how to make a return visit on someone who accepted the convention invitation. Lay the groundwork for the next visit. (4 min. or less)



	  Bible Study: jl lesson 11—Encourage the student to attend an upcoming convention. (6 min. or less)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 124



	  “Convention Reminders”: (8 min.) Talk. Play the video Convention Reminders. (Go to tv.jw.org, and look under VIDEO ON DEMAND > OUR ACTIVITIES.) Encourage all to finalize their plans to attend all three days. Outline local arrangements for the invitation campaign.



	  Local needs: (7 min.)



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 14 ¶1-13 (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 21 and Prayer















^ (Job 33:1-5) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.  2 Look, please! I must open my mouth; My tongue* must speak.  3 My words declare the uprightness of my heart, And my lips sincerely tell what I know.  4 God’s own spirit made me, And the Almighty’s own breath brought me to life.  5 Reply to me if you are able; Present your arguments before me; take your position.

Lit., “My tongue with my palate.”


^ (Job 33:6, 7) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.



^ (Job 33:24, 25) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”


^ (Job 33:24, 25) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”


^ (Job 34:36) Let Job be tested* to the limit Because his replies are like those of wicked men!

Or possibly, “My father, let Job be tested.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 33-37

A True Friend Gives Upbuilding Counsel





When Elihu entered the conversation, his counsel was completely different from that of Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, both in content and in the way he dealt with Job. He proved himself to be a true friend and an effective counselor, worthy of imitation.



[image: Elihu talks to Job while Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar look on]










	QUALITIES OF AN EFFECTIVE COUNSELOR


	ELIHU SET A GOOD EXAMPLE




	32:4-7, 11, 12; 33:1


	




		  PATIENT



	  ATTENTIVE



	  RESPECTFUL





 
		  Elihu waited patiently for the older men to finish speaking before he spoke



	  By listening attentively, he had a better understanding of the issues at hand before giving counsel



	  He used Job’s name and spoke to him as a friend





 


	33:6, 7, 32


	




		  HUMBLE



	  APPROACHABLE



	  EMPATHETIC





 
		  Elihu was humble and kind, admitting his own imperfection



	  He was empathetic to Job’s suffering





 


	33:24, 25; 35:2, 5


	




		  BALANCED



	  KIND



	  GOD-ORIENTED





 
		  Elihu kindly showed Job that his viewpoint was unbalanced



	  Elihu helped Job to see that his own righteousness was not the most important thing



	  Elihu’s sound counsel prepared the way for Job to receive additional instruction from Jehovah himself





 







^ (Job 32:4-7) E·liʹhu had been waiting to respond to Job, because they were older than he was. 5 When E·liʹhu saw that the three men had nothing to say in answer, his anger flared up. 6 So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.  7 I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’

Lit., “small in days.”
Lit., “days.”


^ (Job 32:11, 12) Look! I have waited for your words; I kept listening to your reasoning As you searched for things to say. 12 I paid close attention to you, But none of you could prove Job wrong* Or answer his arguments.

Or “reprove Job.”


^ (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^ (Job 33:6, 7) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.



^ (Job 33:32) If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right.



^ (Job 33:24, 25) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”


^ (Job 35:2) “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?



^ (Job 35:5) Look up to heaven and see, Observe the clouds, which are high above you.








APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

Convention Invitation Campaign







[image: One of Jehovah’s Witnesses stands by a public witnessing cart and preaches to a man]


Each year, anticipation builds for the spiritual feast that we enjoy at our regional conventions. So that others too may taste Jehovah’s goodness, we will invite as many as possible to attend with us. (Ps 34:8) Each body of elders will determine how to make the best possible use of the invitations.






DETAILS TO KEEP IN MIND


	When is my convention?



	When does the campaign begin locally?



	When are the local meetings for field service?



	What are my goals for the campaign?



	Whom do I plan to invite?










WHAT WILL YOU SAY?




[image: Invitation for 2016 Regional Convention]


After giving a customary greeting, you might say:

“We are involved in a global campaign to distribute this invitation to a very important event. The date, time, and address are printed on the invitation. We would enjoy having you present with us.”






HOW CAN YOU CULTIVATE INTEREST?




[image: Awake! magazine, No. 2 2016 | Is the Bible Just a Good Book?]


Although we want to invite as many people as possible to the convention, we should be alert to cultivate any interest shown.

On weekends, you may offer the magazine along with the invitation.









^ (Ps. 34:8) Taste and see that Jehovah is good; Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Convention Reminders





As at other times, we want to be guided by love for God and neighbor during the convention season. (Mt 22:37-39) First Corinthians 13:4-8 describes love in action: “Love is patient and kind. . . . [It] does not behave indecently, does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. . . . Love never fails.” As you watch the video Convention Reminders, think about ways you can show love for others at the convention.






HOW CAN WE SHOW LOVE . . .


	when saving seats?



[image: A family sits together at a convention, with no empty seats between them]




	when the musical program is about to begin?



[image: Jehovah’s Witnesses sit and listen to the musical program before the convention session begins]




	at our lodgings in the convention city?



[image: A family arrives at a hotel]




	by volunteering to help?



[image: A convention arena]














^ (Matt. 22:37-39) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.


^ (1 Cor. 13:4-8) Love is patient* and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up, 5 does not behave indecently,* does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. It does not keep account of the injury.* 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues,* they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.

Or “long-suffering.”
Or “is not rude.”
Or “of wrongs.”
That is, miraculous speaking in other languages.






1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8






^ ***g16 p. 2 Introduction***


Introduction



What do you think?

Can we trust the Bible’s wisdom?

What would you say?

	  Yes



	  No



	  I’m not sure





The Bible says:

“Wisdom is vindicated by its results.”—Luke 7:35, footnotes.





^ (Luke 7:35) All the same, wisdom is proved righteous* by all its children.”*

Or “is vindicated.”
Or “its results.”








^ ***g16 pp. 12-13 Anxiety***


THE BIBLE’S VIEWPOINT

Anxiety


Anxiety has two faces. One is a liability; the other, an asset. The Bible helps us to recognize both kinds.




Is it normal to be anxious?

THE REALITY

 Anxiety involves feelings of uneasiness, nervousness, or worry. Because we live in an uncertain world, bouts of anxiety can overtake any of us.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 King David wrote: “How long will I have anxious concern, with grief in my heart each day?” (Psalm 13:2) What helped David to cope? He poured out his heart to God in prayer, trusting fully in God’s loyal love. (Psalm 13:5; 62:8) In fact, God invites us to unburden ourselves to him. “Throw all your anxiety on [God], because he cares for you,” says 1 Peter 5:7.

Often, though, we can allay anxieties by addressing them in a practical way. For example, when the Bible writer Paul felt “anxiety for all the congregations,” he worked hard to comfort and encourage those for whom he was concerned. (2 Corinthians 11:28) In that respect, his anxiety proved to be an asset, for it moved him to extend needed help. The same can be true of us. The opposite attitude—apathy or indifference—would indicate a lack of loving concern.—Proverbs 17:17.

“Look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.”—Philippians 2:4.



How can you deal with undue anxiety?

THE REALITY

 People may be anxious about past misdeeds, the future, or finances.*

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 Concern about past misdeeds: Before becoming Christians, some people in the first century were drunkards, extortioners, sexually immoral, and thieves. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) Rather than dwell on their past, they changed their ways and trusted in God’s great mercy, which he extends willingly. “With you [God] there is true forgiveness, so that you may be held in awe,” says Psalm 130:4.

Uncertainty about tomorrow: “Never be anxious about the next day,” said Jesus Christ, “for the next day will have its own anxieties.” (Matthew 6:25, 34) His point? Address today’s concerns. Do not compound them by bringing tomorrow’s forward, which can cloud judgment and lead to rash decisions. Also keep in mind that many anxieties may later prove to be unwarranted.

Money worries: A wise man once prayed: “Give me neither poverty nor riches.” (Proverbs 30:8) Instead, he sought contentment—a feeling that merits God’s approval. At Hebrews 13:5, we read: “Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For [God] has said: ‘I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.’” Unlike money, which can—and does—fail, God never fails those who trust in him and lead a simple life.

“I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, nor his children looking for bread.”—Psalm 37:25.



Will we ever be free of anxiety?

WHAT PEOPLE SAY

 “We are entering a new age of anxiety,” said journalist Harriet Green in a 2008 article in The Guardian. In 2014, Patrick O’Connor wrote in The Wall Street Journal that “Americans are registering record levels of anxiety.”

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 “Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down, but a good word cheers it up.” (Proverbs 12:25) An especially “good word” can be found in the good news of God’s Kingdom. (Matthew 24:14) That Kingdom, a government by God, will soon do what we alone could never do—eliminate all anxiety by removing the root causes, including sickness and death! “[God] will wipe out every tear from [our] eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.”—Revelation 21:4.

“May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace by your trusting in him.”—Romans 15:13.





^ par. 10 People suffering from serious anxiety disorders may be wise to consult a doctor. Awake! does not recommend any particular therapy or treatment.






^ (Ps. 13:2) How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?

Or “my soul.”


^ (Ps. 13:5) As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.



^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (2 Cor. 11:28) Besides those things of an external kind, there is what rushes in on me from day to day:* the anxiety for all the congregations.

Or “the daily pressure on me.”


^ (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times, And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^ (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^ (1 Cor. 6:9-11) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral,* idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality,* 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers,* and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 11 And yet that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean; you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our God.

Or “deceived.”
See Glossary, “Sexual immorality.”
Or “men who have sex with men.” Lit., “men who lie with men.”
Or “the verbally abusive.”


^ (Ps. 130:4) For with you there is true forgiveness, So that you may be held in awe.*

Lit., “be feared.”


^ (Matt. 6:25) “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives* as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life* mean more than food and the body than clothing?

Or “souls.”
Or “the soul.”


^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Prov. 30:8) Remove untruth and lies far from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Just let me consume my portion of food,



^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^ (Ps. 37:25) I was once young and now I am old, But I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, Nor his children looking for bread.*

Or “food.”


^ (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Rev. 21:4) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Rom. 15:13) May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace by your trusting in him, so that you may abound* in hope with power of holy spirit.

Or “overflow.”








^ ***bh pp. 8-17 What Is the Truth About God?***


CHAPTER ONE

What Is the Truth About God?


	Does God really care about you?



	What is God like? Does he have a name?



	Is it possible to get close to God?








1, 2. Why is it often good to ask questions?

HAVE you ever noticed the way children ask questions? Many start asking as soon as they learn to speak. With wide, eager eyes, they look up at you and ask such things as: Why is the sky blue? What are the stars made of? Who taught the birds to sing? You may try hard to answer, but it is not always easy. Even your best answer may lead to yet another question: Why?

2 Children are not the only ones who ask questions. As we grow up, we keep asking. We do this in order to find our way, to learn of dangers that we need to avoid, or to satisfy our curiosity. But many people seem to stop asking questions, especially the most important ones. At least, they stop searching for the answers.

 3. Why do many stop trying to find answers to the questions that matter most?

3 Think about the question on the cover of this book, the questions raised in the preface, or those at the beginning of this chapter. These are some of the most important questions you can ask. Yet, many people have given up trying to find the answers. Why? Does the Bible have the answers? Some feel that its answers are too hard to understand. Others worry that asking questions could lead to shame or embarrassment. And some decide that such questions are best left to religious leaders and teachers. What about you?

4, 5. What are some of the most important questions we can ask in life, and why should we seek the answers?

4 Very likely you are interested in getting answers to life’s big questions. No doubt you sometimes wonder: ‘What is the purpose of life? Is this life all there is? What is God really like?’ It is good to ask such questions, and it is important that you do not give up until you find satisfying, reliable answers. The famous teacher Jesus Christ said: “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you.”—Matthew 7:7.

5 If you “keep on seeking” for answers to the important questions, you will find that the search can be very rewarding. (Proverbs 2:1-5) Despite what other people may have told you, there are answers, and you can find them—in the Bible. The answers are not too hard to understand. Better yet, they bring hope and joy. And they can help you to live a satisfying life right now. To begin, let us consider a question that has troubled many people.

IS GOD UNCARING AND HARDHEARTED?

 6. Why do many people think that God is uncaring when it comes to human suffering?

6 Many people think that the answer to that question is yes. ‘If God cared,’ they reason, ‘would not the world be a very different place?’ We look around and see a world full of war, hatred, and misery. And as individuals, we get sick, we suffer, we lose loved ones in death. Thus, many say, ‘If God cared about us and our problems, would he not prevent such things from happening?’

 7. (a) How have religious teachers led many to think that God is hardhearted? (b) What does the Bible really teach about the trials we may suffer?

7 Worse yet, religious teachers sometimes lead people to think that God is hardhearted. How so? When tragedy strikes, they say that it is God’s will. In effect, such teachers blame God for the bad things that happen. Is that the truth about God? What does the Bible really teach? James 1:13 answers: “When under trial, let no one say: ‘I am being tried by God.’ For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.” So God is never the source of the wickedness you see in the world around you. (Read Job 34:10-12.) Granted, he does allow bad things to happen. But there is a big difference between allowing something to happen and causing it.

8, 9. (a) How might you illustrate the difference between allowing wickedness to exist and causing it? (b) Why would it be unfair for us to find fault with God’s decision to allow mankind to pursue a wayward course?

8 For example, think about a wise and loving father with a grown son who is still living at home with his parents. When the son becomes rebellious and decides to leave home, his father does not stop him. The son pursues a bad way of life and gets into trouble. Is the father the cause of his son’s problems? No. (Luke 15:11-13) Similarly, God has not stopped humans when they have chosen to pursue a bad course, but he is not the cause of the problems that have resulted. Surely, then, it would be unfair to blame God for all the troubles of mankind.

9 God has good reasons for allowing mankind to follow a bad course. As our wise and powerful Creator, he does not have to explain his reasons to us. Out of love, however, God does this. You will learn more about these reasons in Chapter 11. But rest assured that God is not responsible for the problems we face. On the contrary, he gives us the only hope for a solution!—Isaiah 33:2.

10. Why can we trust that God will undo all the effects of wickedness?

10 Furthermore, God is holy. (Isaiah 6:3) This means that he is pure and clean. There is no trace of badness in him. So we can trust him completely. That is more than we can say for humans, who sometimes become corrupt. Even the most honest human in authority often does not have the power to undo the damage that bad people do. But God is all-powerful. He can and will undo all the effects that wickedness has had on mankind. When God acts, he will do so in a way that will end evil forever!—Read Psalm 37:9-11.

HOW DOES GOD FEEL ABOUT INJUSTICES WE FACE?

11. (a) How does God feel about injustice? (b) How does God feel about your suffering?

11 In the meantime, how does God feel about what is going on in the world and in your life? Well, the Bible teaches that God “loves justice.” (Psalm 37:28) So he cares deeply about what is right and what is wrong. He hates all kinds of injustice. The Bible says that God’s “heart was saddened” when badness filled the world in times past. (Genesis 6:5, 6) God has not changed. (Malachi 3:6) He still hates to see the suffering that is taking place worldwide. And God hates to see people suffer. “He cares for you,” the Bible says.—Read 1 Peter 5:7.

12, 13. (a) Why do we have good qualities such as love, and how does love affect our view of the world? (b) Why can you be sure that God will really do something about world problems?

12 How can we be sure that God hates to see suffering? Here is further proof. The Bible teaches that man was made in the image of God. (Genesis 1:26) We thus have good qualities because God has good qualities. For example, does it bother you to see innocent people suffer? If you care about such injustices, be assured that God feels even more strongly about them.

13 One of the best things about humans is our ability to love. That also reflects God. The Bible teaches that “God is love.” (1 John 4:8) We love because God loves. Would love move you to end the suffering and the injustice you see in the world? If you had the power to do that, would you do it? Of course you would! You can be just as sure that God will end suffering and injustice. The promises mentioned in the preface of this book are not mere dreams or idle hopes. God’s promises are sure to come true! In order to put faith in such promises, though, you need to know more about the God who has made them.

GOD WANTS YOU TO KNOW WHO HE IS

14. What is God’s name, and why should we use it?

14 If you want someone to get to know you, what might you do? Would you not tell the person your name? Does God have a name? Many religions answer that his name is “God” or “Lord,” but those are not personal names. They are titles, just as “king” and “president” are titles. The Bible teaches that God has many titles. “God” and “Lord” are among them. However, the Bible also teaches that God has a personal name: Jehovah. Psalm 83:18 says: “You, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.” If your Bible translation does not contain that name, you may want to consult the Appendix article “The Divine Name—Its Use and Its Meaning” to learn why that is so. The truth is that God’s name appears thousands of times in ancient Bible manuscripts. So Jehovah wants you to know his name and to use it. In a sense, he is using the Bible to introduce himself to you.

15. What does the name Jehovah mean?

15 God gave himself a name that is full of meaning. His name, Jehovah, means that God can fulfill any promise he makes and can carry out any purpose he has in mind.* God’s name is unique, one of a kind. It belongs only to him. In a number of ways, Jehovah is unique. How is that so?

16, 17. What may we learn about Jehovah from the following titles: (a) “the Almighty”? (b) “King of eternity”? (c) “Creator”?

16 We saw that Psalm 83:18 said of Jehovah: “You alone are the Most High.” Similarly, Jehovah alone is referred to as “the Almighty.” Revelation 15:3 says: “Great and wonderful are your works, Jehovah God, the Almighty. Righteous and true are your ways, King of eternity.” The title “the Almighty” teaches us that Jehovah is the most powerful being there is. His power is unmatched; it is supreme. And the title “King of eternity” reminds us that Jehovah is unique in another sense. He alone has always existed. Psalm 90:2 says: “From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.” That thought inspires awe, does it not?

17 Jehovah is also unique in that he alone is the Creator. Revelation 4:11 reads: “You are worthy, Jehovah our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.” Everything that you can think of—from the invisible spirit creatures in heaven to the stars that fill the night sky to the fruit that grows on the trees to the fish that swim in the oceans and rivers—all of it exists because Jehovah is the Creator!

CAN YOU BE CLOSE TO JEHOVAH?

18. Why do some people feel that they could never get close to God, but what does the Bible teach?

18 Reading about Jehovah’s awe-inspiring qualities makes some people feel a little uneasy. They fear that God is too high for them, that they could never get close to him or even matter to such a lofty God. But is this idea correct? The Bible teaches just the opposite. It says of Jehovah: “In fact, he is not far off from each one of us.” (Acts 17:27) The Bible even urges us: “Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you.”—James 4:8.

19. (a) How can we begin to draw close to God, and with what benefit? (b) What qualities of God are most appealing to you?

19 How can you draw close to God? To begin with, continue doing what you are doing now—learning about God. Jesus said: “This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3) Yes, the Bible teaches that learning about Jehovah and Jesus leads to “everlasting life”! As already noted, “God is love.” (1 John 4:16) Jehovah also has many other beautiful and appealing qualities. For example, the Bible says that Jehovah is “a God merciful and compassionate, slow to anger and abundant in loyal love and truth.” (Exodus 34:6) He is “good and ready to forgive.” (Psalm 86:5) God is patient. (2 Peter 3:9) He is loyal. (Revelation 15:4) As you read more in the Bible, you will see how Jehovah has shown that he has these and many other appealing qualities.

20-22. (a) Does our inability to see God prevent us from getting close to him? Explain. (b) What may some well-meaning people urge you to do, but what should you do?

20 True, you cannot see God because he is an invisible Spirit. (John 1:18; 4:24; 1 Timothy 1:17) By learning about him through the pages of the Bible, however, you can come to know him as a Person. As the psalmist said, you can “gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah.” (Psalm 27:4; Romans 1:20) The more you learn about Jehovah, the more real he will become to you and the more reason you will have to love him and feel close to him.

21 You will come to understand why the Bible teaches us to think of Jehovah as our Father. (Matthew 6:9) Not only does our life come from him but he wants the best life possible for us—just as any loving father would want for his children. (Psalm 36:9) The Bible also teaches that humans can become Jehovah’s friends. (James 2:23) Imagine—you can become a friend of the Creator of the universe!

22 As you learn more from the Bible, you may find that some well-meaning people will urge you to stop such studies. They may worry that you will change your beliefs. But do not let anyone stop you from forming the best friendship you can ever have.

23, 24. (a) Why should you continue to ask questions about what you are learning? (b) What is the subject of the next chapter?

23 Of course, there will be things that you do not understand at first. It can be a little humbling to ask for help, but do not hold back because of embarrassment. Jesus said that it is good to be humble, like a little child. (Matthew 18:2-4) And children, as we know, ask a lot of questions. God wants you to find the answers. The Bible praises some who were eager to learn about God. They checked carefully in the Scriptures to make sure that what they were learning was the truth.—Read Acts 17:11.

24 The best way to learn about Jehovah is to examine the Bible. It is different from any other book. In what way? The next chapter will consider that subject.



^ par. 15 There is more information on the meaning and the pronunciation of God’s name in the Appendix article “The Divine Name—Its Use and Its Meaning.”




WHAT THE BIBLE TEACHES


	            God cares about you personally.—1 Peter 5:7.



	            God’s personal name is Jehovah.—Psalm 83:18.



	            Jehovah invites you to draw close to him.—James 4:8.



	            Jehovah is loving and merciful.—Exodus 34:6; 1 John 4:8, 16.











^ par. 4 (Matt. 7:7) “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you;



^ par. 5 (Prov. 2:1-5) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,  2 By making your ear attentive to wisdom And inclining your heart to discernment;  3 Moreover, if you call out for understanding And raise your voice for discernment;  4 If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.



^ par. 7 (Jas. 1:13) When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.



^ par. 7 (Job 34:10-12) So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong! 11 For he will reward a man according to what he does And bring upon him the consequences of his ways. 12 For a certainty, God does not act wickedly; The Almighty does not pervert justice.

Lit., “heart.”


^ par. 8 (Luke 15:11-13) Then he said: “A man had two sons. 12 And the younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that should come to me.’ So he divided his belongings between them. 13 A few days later, the younger son gathered all his things together and traveled to a distant country and there squandered his property by living a debauched* life.

Or “wasteful; reckless.”


^ par. 9 (Isa. 33:2) O Jehovah, show us favor. Our hope is in you. Become our arm* every morning, Yes, our salvation in the time of distress.

Or “strength.”


^ par. 10 (Isa. 6:3) And one called to the other: “Holy, holy, holy is Jehovah of armies. The whole earth is filled with his glory.”



^ par. 10 (Ps. 37:9-11) For evil men will be done away with, But those hoping in Jehovah will possess the earth. 10 Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ par. 11 (Ps. 37:28) For Jehovah loves justice, And he will not abandon his loyal ones. They will always be guarded; But the descendants of the wicked will be done away with.



^ par. 11 (Gen. 6:5, 6) Consequently, Jehovah saw that man’s wickedness was great on the earth and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only bad all the time. 6 Jehovah regretted* that he had made men on the earth, and his heart was saddened.*

Or “was grieved.”
Or “and he felt hurt at his heart.”


^ par. 11 (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^ par. 11 (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ par. 12 (Gen. 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.”



^ par. 13 (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^ par. 14 (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ par. 16 (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ par. 16 (Rev. 15:3) They were singing the song of Moses the slave of God and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and wonderful are your works, Jehovah* God, the Almighty. Righteous and true are your ways, King of eternity.

See App. A5.


^ par. 16 (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^ par. 17 (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^ par. 18 (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^ par. 18 (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ par. 19 (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you,* the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.

Or “their taking in knowledge of you.”


^ par. 19 (1 John 4:16) And we have come to know and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in union with God and God remains in union with him.



^ par. 19 (Ex. 34:6) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,*

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ par. 19 (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ par. 19 (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.


^ par. 19 (Rev. 15:4) Who will not really fear you, Jehovah,* and glorify your name, for you alone are loyal? For all the nations will come and worship before you, because your righteous decrees have been revealed.”

See App. A5.


^ par. 20 (John 1:18) No man has seen God at any time; the only-begotten god who is at the Father’s side* is the one who has explained Him.

Or “in the bosom position with the Father.” This refers to a position of special favor.


^ par. 20 (John 4:24) God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^ par. 20 (1 Tim. 1:17) Now to the King of eternity, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.



^ par. 20 (Ps. 27:4) One thing I have asked from Jehovah —It is what I will look for— That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, To gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah And to look with appreciation* upon his temple.*

Or “to look contemplatively.”
Or “sanctuary.”


^ par. 20 (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^ par. 21 (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.*

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”


^ par. 21 (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ par. 21 (Jas. 2:23) and the scripture was fulfilled that says: “Abraham put faith in Jehovah,* and it was counted to him as righteousness,” and he came to be called Jehovah’s* friend.

See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^ par. 23 (Matt. 18:2-4) So calling a young child to him, he stood him in their midst 3 and said: “Truly I say to you, unless you turn around* and become as young children, you will by no means enter into the Kingdom of the heavens. 4 Therefore, whoever will humble himself like this young child is the one who is the greatest in the Kingdom of the heavens;

Or “change.”


^ par. 23 (Acts 17:11) Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



^ (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ex. 34:6) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,*

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^ (1 John 4:16) And we have come to know and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in union with God and God remains in union with him.















^ (Job 16:1-20:29) Job said in reply:  2 “I have heard many things like these before. All of you are troublesome comforters!  3 Is there an end to empty* words? What provokes you to answer this way?  4 I could also speak as you do. If you were in my place,* I could make persuasive speeches against you And shake my head at you.  5 Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.  6 If I speak, my own pain is not relieved, And if I stop speaking, how much is my pain reduced?  7 But now he has made me weary; He has devastated my whole household.*  8 You also seize me, and it has become a witness, So that my own skinniness rises up and testifies to my face.  9 His anger has torn me to pieces, and he harbors animosity against me. He grinds his teeth against me. My adversary pierces me with his eyes. 10 They have opened their mouth wide against me, And they have scornfully struck my cheeks; In large numbers they gather against me. 11 God hands me over to young boys, And he thrusts me into the hands of the wicked. 12 I was untroubled, but he shattered me; He grabbed me by the back of the neck and crushed me; Then he set me up as his target. 13 His archers surround me; He pierces my kidneys and feels no compassion; He pours out my gall on the earth. 14 He breaks through against me with breach after breach; He rushes at me like a warrior. 15 I have sewn sackcloth together to cover my skin, And I have buried my dignity* in the dust. 16 My face is red from weeping, And on my eyelids is deep shadow,* 17 Although my hands have done no violence And my prayer is pure. 18 O earth, do not cover my blood! And let there be no resting-place for my outcry! 19 Even now, my witness is in the heavens; The one who can testify for me is in the heights. 20 My companions ridicule me As my eye sheds tears* to God. 21 Let someone arbitrate between a man and God, As one would between a man and his fellow. 22 For the years to come are few, And I will go away on the path of no return. 
17 “My spirit has been broken, my days have been extinguished; The graveyard awaits me.  2 Mockers surround me, And my eye must gaze at* their rebellious behavior.  3 Please accept my security, and keep it with you. Who else will shake hands with me and pledge in my behalf?  4 For you have concealed discernment from their heart; That is why you do not exalt them.  5 He may offer to share with his friends, While the eyes of his children fail.  6 He has made me an object of scorn* among the peoples, So that I became one in whose face they spit.  7 From anguish my eyes grow dim, And all my limbs are but a shadow.  8 Upright people stare in amazement at this, And the innocent one is disturbed over the godless.*  9 The righteous one keeps holding fast to his way, And the one with clean hands grows stronger. 10 However, you may all come and resume your arguing, For I have not found anyone wise among you. 11 My days are finished; My plans, the desires of my heart, have been shattered. 12 They keep turning night into day, Saying, ‘Light must be near because it is dark.’ 13 If I wait, the Grave* will become my home; I will spread out my bed in darkness. 14 I will call out to the pit,* ‘You are my father!’ To the maggot, ‘My mother and my sister!’ 15 Where, then, is my hope? Who can see hope for me? 16 It* will go down to the barred gates of the Grave* When we all descend together into the dust.” 
18 Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “How long before you stop making such speeches? Show some understanding so that we may then speak.  3 Why should we be viewed as animals And be considered stupid* in your eyes?  4 Even if you tear yourself* to pieces in your anger, Will the earth be abandoned for your sake, Or will the rock move away from its place?  5 Yes, the light of the wicked will be extinguished, And the flame of his fire will not shine.  6 The light in his tent will certainly grow dark, And the lamp over him will be extinguished.  7 His vigorous stride is shortened, And his own counsel will make him fall.  8 For his feet will lead him into a net, And he will wander onto its mesh.  9 A trap will seize him by the heel; A snare will catch him. 10 A rope is hidden for him on the ground, And a trap lies in his path. 11 Terrors frighten him on all sides And chase him at his feet. 12 His strength fails him, And disaster will make him stagger.* 13 His skin is eaten away; The most deadly disease* consumes his limbs. 14 He is torn away from the security of his tent And marched to the king of terrors.* 15 Strangers* will live in his tent; Sulfur will be scattered on his home. 16 His roots will dry up beneath him, And his branches will wither above him. 17 The memory of him will fade from the earth, And in the street his name will be unknown.* 18 He will be driven from the light into the darkness And chased away from the productive land. 19 He will have no offspring and no descendants among his people, And he will be without a survivor in the place where he lives.* 20 When his day comes, the people in the West will be appalled And the people in the East will be seized with horror. 21 This is what happens to the tents of a wrongdoer And to the place of the one who has not known God.” 
19 Job said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?  3 These ten times you have rebuked* me; You are not ashamed to deal harshly with me.  4 And if indeed I made a mistake, My error remains with me.  5 If you insist on exalting yourselves over me, Claiming that the reproach against me is justified,  6 Know, then, that it is God who has misled me, And he has caught me in his hunting net.  7 Look! I keep crying out, ‘Violence!’ but I get no answer; I keep crying for help, but there is no justice.  8 My path he has blocked with a stone wall, and I cannot pass by; He has covered my roadways with darkness.  9 He has stripped me of my glory And removed the crown from my head. 10 He breaks me down on all sides until I perish; My hope he uproots like a tree. 11 His anger burns against me, And he views me as his enemy. 12 His troops come together and besiege me, And they camp around my tent. 13 My own brothers he has driven far away from me, And those who know me have turned away from me. 14 My close companions* are gone, And those whom I knew well have forgotten me. 15 Guests in my house and my slave girls consider me a stranger; I am a foreigner in their eyes. 16 I call for my servant, but he does not respond; With my mouth I beg him for compassion. 17 My very breath has become loathsome to my wife, And I am a stench to my own brothers.* 18 Even young children despise me; When I rise up, they begin jeering at me. 19 All my close friends detest me, And those whom I loved have turned against me. 20 My bones stick to my skin and my flesh, And I escape with the skin of my teeth. 21 Show me mercy, my companions, show me mercy, For God’s own hand has touched me. 22 Why do you keep persecuting me as God does, Attacking me without letup?* 23 If only my words were written down, If only they could be inscribed in a book! 24 O that they were carved forever in the rock, With an iron stylus and lead! 25 For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.* 26 After my skin has thus been destroyed, While yet in my flesh, I will see God, 27 Whom I will see for myself, Whom my own eyes will see, not someone else’s. But deep inside I feel overwhelmed!* 28 For you say, ‘In what way are we persecuting him?’ Since the root of the problem is with me. 29 Be in fear of the sword yourselves, For the sword brings punishment against errors; You should know that there is a judge.” 
20 Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “This is why my own troubling thoughts urge me to answer Because of the agitation I feel.  3 I have heard a reproof that insults me; And my understanding* impels me to reply.  4 Surely you must have always known this, For it has been so since man* was put on the earth,  5 That the joyful cry of the wicked is brief And the rejoicing of the godless one* is for a moment.  6 Although his greatness ascends to heaven And his head reaches to the clouds,  7 He will perish forever like his own dung; Those who used to see him will say, ‘Where is he?’  8 He will fly off like a dream, and they will not find him; He will be chased away like a vision of the night.  9 The eye that once saw him will not do so again, And his place will behold him no more. 10 His own children will seek the favor of the poor, And his own hands will give back his wealth. 11 His bones were full of youthful vigor, But it* will lie down with him in mere dust. 12 If what is bad tastes sweet in his mouth, If he hides it under his tongue, 13 If he savors it and does not let it go But keeps holding it in his mouth, 14 His food will turn sour inside him; It will become like the poison* of cobras within him. 15 He has swallowed down wealth, but he will vomit it up; God will empty it out of his belly. 16 The venom of cobras he will suck; The fangs* of a viper will kill him. 17 He will never see the streams of water, The torrents of honey and butter. 18 He will give back his goods without consuming them;* He will not enjoy the wealth from his trade. 19 For he has crushed and abandoned the poor; He has seized a house that he did not build. 20 But he will feel no peace within himself; His wealth will not help him escape. 21 There is nothing left for him to devour; That is why his prosperity will not last. 22 When his wealth reaches its peak, anxiety will overtake him; The full force of misfortune will come against him. 23 As he fills his belly, God* will send his burning anger upon him, Raining it down upon him into his bowels. 24 When he flees from weapons of iron, Arrows from a copper bow will pierce him. 25 He pulls an arrow from his back, A glittering weapon from his gall, And terror seizes him. 26 Total darkness awaits his treasures; A fire that no one fanned will consume him; Calamity awaits any survivors in his tent. 27 Heaven will uncover his error; The earth will rise up against him. 28 A flood will sweep his house away; It will be a heavy torrent on the day of God’s* anger. 29 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that God has decreed for him.”

Or “blustery.”
Or “If your soul were in place of my soul.”
Or “those assembling with me.”
Or “strength.” Lit., “horn.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Or possibly, “looks sleeplessly.”
Or “dwell on.”
Lit., “a proverb; a byword.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”
That is, my hope.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “unclean.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “limp.”
Lit., “The firstborn of death.”
Or “a terrible death.”
Lit., “Something not his.”
Lit., “he will have no name.”
Or “the place of his temporary residence.”
Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.
Or “insulted.”
Or “My relatives.”
Lit., “the sons of my womb,” that is, the womb that bore me (my mother’s womb).
Lit., “And not be satisfied with my flesh?”
Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”
Or “My kidneys have failed within me.”
Lit., “a spirit from my understanding.”
Or “mankind; Adam.”
Or “the apostate.”
That is, his vigor.
Or “gall.”
Lit., “tongue.”
Lit., “and he will not swallow.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “his.”


^ (Job 19:1-23) Job said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?  3 These ten times you have rebuked* me; You are not ashamed to deal harshly with me.  4 And if indeed I made a mistake, My error remains with me.  5 If you insist on exalting yourselves over me, Claiming that the reproach against me is justified,  6 Know, then, that it is God who has misled me, And he has caught me in his hunting net.  7 Look! I keep crying out, ‘Violence!’ but I get no answer; I keep crying for help, but there is no justice.  8 My path he has blocked with a stone wall, and I cannot pass by; He has covered my roadways with darkness.  9 He has stripped me of my glory And removed the crown from my head. 10 He breaks me down on all sides until I perish; My hope he uproots like a tree. 11 His anger burns against me, And he views me as his enemy. 12 His troops come together and besiege me, And they camp around my tent. 13 My own brothers he has driven far away from me, And those who know me have turned away from me. 14 My close companions* are gone, And those whom I knew well have forgotten me. 15 Guests in my house and my slave girls consider me a stranger; I am a foreigner in their eyes. 16 I call for my servant, but he does not respond; With my mouth I beg him for compassion. 17 My very breath has become loathsome to my wife, And I am a stench to my own brothers.* 18 Even young children despise me; When I rise up, they begin jeering at me. 19 All my close friends detest me, And those whom I loved have turned against me. 20 My bones stick to my skin and my flesh, And I escape with the skin of my teeth. 21 Show me mercy, my companions, show me mercy, For God’s own hand has touched me. 22 Why do you keep persecuting me as God does, Attacking me without letup?* 23 If only my words were written down, If only they could be inscribed in a book!

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.
Or “insulted.”
Or “My relatives.”
Lit., “the sons of my womb,” that is, the womb that bore me (my mother’s womb).
Lit., “And not be satisfied with my flesh?”





^ ***sn song 79 The Power of Kindness***


Song 79

The Power of Kindness


(Ephesians 4:32)


1. We’re grateful to know Jehovah, our God,

For in his Word we find:

Although he is great in wisdom and might,

Jehovah is loving and kind.

2. Christ Jesus invites the weary at heart

To leave their cares behind.

How kindly his yoke, how light is his load,

For he is refreshing and kind.

3. We see in our God and Jesus our Lord,

The persons we should be.

In all that we do, we want to reflect

Their kindness and true empathy.



(See also Mic. 6:8; Matt. 11:28-30; Col. 3:12; 1 Pet. 2:3.)





^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves.* 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “your souls.”
Or “easy to bear.”


^ (Col. 3:12) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility,* mildness, and patience.

Or “lowliness of mind.”


^ (1 Pet. 2:3) provided you have tasted* that the Lord is kind.

Or “experienced.”








^ ***w90 3/15 p. 27 How to Help Depressed Ones Regain Joy***

A severely depressed person feels not simply sad but probably worthless and without hope. The Greek word translated “depressed souls” literally means “ones of little soul.” One Greek scholar defines the word in this way: “One who is labouring under such trouble, that his heart sinks within him.” Thus, his emotional resources have dried up, and his self-esteem has sagged.—Compare Proverbs 17:22.

The patriarch Job said: “I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth.” (Job 16:5) The Hebrew word for “strengthen” is sometimes rendered “fortify” or “reinforce.” It is used to describe how the temple was ‘made strong’ by means of structural repairs. (Isaiah 41:10; Nahum 2:1; 2 Chronicles 24:13) Your words must skillfully rebuild the depressed person’s self-esteem, brick by brick, as it were. Doing this requires that you appeal to his “power of reason.” (Romans 12:1) The 1903 issue of The Watch Tower cited earlier said regarding depressed ones: “Lacking . . . self-esteem, they need to be pushed to the front a little, in order to bring out what talents they really possess, for their own encouragement and for the blessing also of the entire household of faith.”



^ (Prov. 17:22) A joyful heart is good medicine,* But a crushed spirit saps one’s strength.*

Or “good for healing.”
Or “dries up the bones.”


^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.



^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^ (Nah. 2:1) One who scatters has come up against you.* Guard the fortifications. Keep watch over the road. Brace yourselves* and muster all your strength.

That is, Nineveh.
Lit., “Strengthen the hips.”


^ (2 Chron. 24:13) And those supervising the work got it started, and the repair work progressed under their supervision, and they restored the house of the true God to its proper condition and reinforced it.



^ (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.









^ ***w06 3/15 p. 15 par. 6 Highlights From the Book of Job***

16:5; 19:2. Our words should encourage and strengthen others, not irritate them.—Proverbs 18:21.



^ par. 6 (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.



^ par. 6 (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ par. 6 (Prov. 18:21) Death and life are in the power of the tongue; Those who love to use it will eat its fruitage.









^ ***w94 10/1 p. 32 The Power of a Kind Word***

The Power of a Kind Word

A heart bowed down with anxiety, how a kind word can refresh it!”—Proverbs 12:25, Knox.

CHRISTIANS are not immune to adversity. At times they experience anxiety because of living in these “critical times hard to deal with.”—2 Timothy 3:1.

When suffering such calamity, what a blessing it is to hear kind words from a loyal friend! “A true companion is loving all the time, and is a brother that is born for when there is distress,” says the Bible. (Proverbs 17:17) The faithful man Job was known for being this type of friend. Even Eliphaz said of him: “When someone stumbled, weak and tired, your words encouraged him to stand.”—Job 4:4, Today’s English Version.

However, when Job himself needed encouragement, Eliphaz and his companions did not utter kind words. They blamed Job for his adversity, implying that he must have had some secret fault. (Job 4:8) The Interpreter’s Bible comments: “What Job needs is the compassion of a human heart. What he gets is a series of absolutely ‘true’ and absolutely beautiful religious clichés and moral platitudes.” So distraught was Job at hearing the speech of Eliphaz and his companions that he was compelled to cry out: “How long will you men keep irritating my soul and keep crushing me with words?”—Job 19:2.

Never should we cause a fellow servant of God to cry out in distress because of our thoughtless, unkind words. (Compare Deuteronomy 24:15.) A Bible proverb warns: “What you say can preserve life or destroy it; so you must accept the consequences of your words.”—Proverbs 18:21, TEV.

Recognizing the power of speech, let us follow the example of the apostle Paul. While in Macedonia, he was “encouraging the ones there with many a word.”—Acts 20:2.



^ (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^ (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^ (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times, And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^ (Job 4:4) Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.



^ (Job 4:8) What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.

Or “devise.”


^ (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ (Deut. 24:15) You should give him his wages that very day, before the sun sets, because he is in need and his life* depends on his wages. Otherwise, he will cry out to Jehovah against you, and you will be guilty of sin.

Or “soul.”


^ (Prov. 18:21) Death and life are in the power of the tongue; Those who love to use it will eat its fruitage.



^ (Acts 20:2) After going through those regions and giving many words of encouragement to the ones there, he arrived in Greece.









^ ***w06 3/15 p. 15 par. 5 Highlights From the Book of Job***

14:7, 13-15; 19:25; 33:24. During any test that Satan may thrust upon us, the resurrection hope can sustain us.



^ par. 5 (Job 14:7) For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.



^ par. 5 (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”


^ par. 5 (Job 19:25) For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.*

Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”


^ par. 5 (Job 33:24) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom!

Or “grave.”








^ ***it-2 p. 735 Ransom***

Jehovah’s role of Go·ʼelʹ thus embraced the avenging of wrongs done to his servants and resulted in the clearing of his own name of the charges raised by those who used Israel’s distress as an excuse to reproach him. (Ps 78:35; Isa 59:15-20; 63:3-6, 9) As the Great Kinsman and Redeemer of both the nation and its individuals, he conducted their “legal case” to effect justice.—Ps 119:153, 154; Jer 50:33, 34; La 3:58-60; compare Pr 23:10, 11.

Though living before and outside the nation of Israel, the disease-stricken Job said: “I myself well know that my redeemer is alive, and that, coming after me, he will rise up over the dust.” (Job 19:25; compare Ps 69:18; 103:4.) Following God’s own example, Israel’s king was to act as a redeemer in behalf of the lowly and poor ones of the nation.—Ps 72:1, 2, 14.



^ (Ps. 78:35) Remembering that God was their Rock And that the Most High God was their Redeemer.*

Or “Avenger.”


^ (Isa. 59:15-20) Truth* has vanished, And anyone who turns away from bad is plundered. Jehovah saw this and was displeased,* For there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no man, And he was astonished that no one interceded, So his own arm brought about salvation,* And his own righteousness supported him. 17 Then he put on righteousness like a coat of mail And the helmet of salvation* on his head. He put on the garments of vengeance as his clothing And wrapped himself with zeal like a coat.* 18 He will reward them for what they have done: Wrath to his adversaries, retribution to his enemies. And to the islands he will repay their due. 19 From the sunset they will fear the name of Jehovah And from the sunrise his glory, For he will come in like a rushing river, Which the spirit of Jehovah drives along. 20 “To Zion the Repurchaser will come, To those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares Jehovah.

Or “honesty.”
Lit., “and it was bad in his eyes.”
Or “victory for him.”
Or “victory.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”


^ (Isa. 63:3-6) “I have trodden the wine trough alone. No one from the peoples was with me. I kept treading them in my anger, And I kept trampling them in my wrath. My garments were spattered with their blood, And I have stained all my clothing.  4 For the day of vengeance is in my heart, And the year of my repurchased ones has come.  5 I looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled that no one offered support. So my arm brought me salvation,* And my own wrath supported me.  6 I trampled peoples in my anger, I made them drunk with my wrath And poured out their blood on the ground.”

Or “victory.”


^ (Isa. 63:9) During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Or “the angel of his presence.”


^ (Ps. 119:153, 154) Look on my affliction and rescue me, For I have not forgotten your law. 154 Defend me* and rescue me; Preserve me alive in harmony with your promise.*

Or “Conduct my legal case.”
Or “saying.”


^ (Jer. 50:33, 34) This is what Jehovah of armies says: “The people of Israel and Judah are oppressed, And all those taking them captive have held onto them. They have refused to let them go. 34 But their Repurchaser is strong. Jehovah of armies is his name. He will surely plead their legal case, In order to give rest to the land And to bring agitation to the inhabitants of Babylon.”



^ (Lam. 3:58-60) You have defended my cause,* O Jehovah, you have redeemed my life. 59 You have seen, O Jehovah, the wrong done to me; please grant me justice. 60 You have seen all their vengeance, all their schemes against me.

Or “the legal cases of my soul.”


^ (Prov. 23:10, 11) Do not move an ancient boundary marker Or encroach on the field of the fatherless. 11 For their Defender* is strong; He will take up their cause against you.

Lit., “Redeemer.”


^ (Job 19:25) For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.*

Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”


^ (Ps. 69:18) Come near to me and rescue me;* Redeem me on account of my enemies.

Or “Come near to my soul and reclaim it.”


^ (Ps. 103:4) He reclaims your life from the pit* And crowns you with his loyal love and mercy.

Or “grave.”


^ (Ps. 72:1, 2) O God, give your judgments to the king, And endow the son of the king with your righteousness.  2 May he plead the cause of your people with righteousness, And of your lowly ones with justice.



^ (Ps. 72:14) From oppression and from violence he will rescue them,* And their blood will be precious in his eyes.

Or “redeem their souls.”








^ ***w06 3/15 p. 15 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Job***

19:20—What did Job mean by the expression “I escape with the skin of my teeth”? By saying that he escaped with the skin of something that apparently has no skin, Job might have been saying that he escaped with practically nothing.



^ par. 1 (Job 19:20) My bones stick to my skin and my flesh, And I escape with the skin of my teeth.









^ ***it-2 p. 977 Skin***

Job himself said: “I escape with the skin of my teeth.” (Job 19:20) Other readings of the above scripture have been proposed by translators, but these require adjustments in the Hebrew text. It does not seem to be necessary to endeavor to explain Job’s statement in the light of discoveries that scientists have made in recent times with the aid of microscopes. It seems that Job was simply saying that he had escaped with nothing or with next to nothing. He had escaped with the skin of his teeth, that is, with the “skin” of what apparently has no skin.



^ (Job 19:20) My bones stick to my skin and my flesh, And I escape with the skin of my teeth.









^ ***w94 11/15 p. 19 Job’s Reward—A Source of Hope***

17. (a) How did Job “behold God”? (b) What was proved by the questions Job was unable to answer, and how can this help us?

17 Completely humbled, Job acknowledged his wrong viewpoint and admitted that he had spoken without knowledge. Yet, he had expressed faith that he would “behold God.” (Job 19:25-27) How could that happen, since no human can see Jehovah and live on? (Exodus 33:20) Actually, Job saw the manifestation of divine power, heard God’s word, and had his eyes of understanding opened to see the truth about Jehovah. Job therefore ‘made a retraction and repented in dust and ashes.’ (Job 42:1-6) The many questions that he had been unable to answer had proved God’s supremacy and had shown the smallness of man, even one as devoted to Jehovah as Job was. This helps us to see that our interests are not to be put above the sanctification of Jehovah’s name and the vindication of his sovereignty. (Matthew 6:9, 10) Our prime concern should be maintaining integrity to Jehovah and honoring his name.



^ par. 17 (Job 19:25-27) For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.* 26 After my skin has thus been destroyed, While yet in my flesh, I will see God, 27 Whom I will see for myself, Whom my own eyes will see, not someone else’s. But deep inside I feel overwhelmed!*

Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”
Or “My kidneys have failed within me.”


^ par. 17 (Ex. 33:20) But he added: “You cannot see my face, for no man can see me and live.”



^ par. 17 (Job 42:1-6) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^ par. 17 (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.* 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”








^ ***sn song 42 “Assist Those Who Are Weak”***


Song 42

“Assist Those Who Are Weak”


(Acts 20:35)


1. Many are the weaknesses

That we all possess.

Still Jehovah cares for us,

Loves us nonetheless.

He is so merciful;

His love, so powerful.

May we too display such love,

Help those in distress.

2. ‘Who is weak, and I’m not weak?’

Paul did empathize.

With Christ’s blood we all were bought,

Life to realize.

Weak ones to God belong,

Hence he can make them strong.

May we feel their pain and cares,

Help them dry their eyes.

3. Rather than condemn the weak,

We should bear in mind

How much we can strengthen them

By our being kind.

May we be diligent,

Give them encouragement;

As we lend our kind support,

Comfort they will find.



(See also 2 Cor. 11:29; Isa. 35:3, 4; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (2 Cor. 11:29) Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I am not incensed?



^ (Isa. 35:3, 4) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.









^ ***w15 2/15 p. 30 pars. 4-6 Questions From Readers***


Does a female Kingdom publisher need to wear a head covering if she conducts a Bible study in the presence of a male publisher?

 In a “Questions From Readers” item published in The Watchtower of July 15, 2002, it was stated that a sister should cover her head if she conducts a Bible study in the presence of a male publisher, whether he is baptized or not. Further consideration of the matter suggests that a modification to this direction is appropriate.

If the male publisher who accompanies the sister while she conducts an established Bible study is baptized, the sister would certainly want to wear a head covering. She thus shows respect for Jehovah’s arrangement of headship within the Christian congregation because she is fulfilling a role that would normally be the responsibility of the brother. (1 Cor. 11:5, 6, 10) Alternatively, she could ask the brother to conduct the study if he is qualified and able to do so.

On the other hand, if a sister is accompanied on an established Bible study by an unbaptized male publisher who is not her husband, she would not Scripturally be required to wear a head covering. Nevertheless, the conscience of some sisters may move them to wear a head covering even in such circumstances.





^ par. 5 (1 Cor. 11:5, 6) but every woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered shames her head, for it is one and the same as if she were a woman with a shaved head. 6 For if a woman does not cover herself, she should have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or shaved, she should be covered.



^ par. 5 (1 Cor. 11:10) That is why the woman ought to have a sign of authority on her head, because of the angels.









^ ***ia pp. 103-107 He Took Comfort in His God***


Jehovah Sustained His Prophet

13, 14. (a) How did Jehovah by means of an angel show loving concern for His troubled prophet? (b) Why is it comforting that Jehovah knows all about each one of us, including our limitations?

13 How do you think Jehovah felt as he looked down from heaven and saw his beloved prophet lying under that tree in the wilderness and begging for death to take him? We do not have to guess. After Elijah sank into sleep, Jehovah sent an angel to him. The angel gently woke Elijah with a touch and said: “Rise up, eat.” Elijah did so, for the angel had kindly set out a simple meal for him—fresh, warm bread along with water. Did he even thank the angel? The record says only that the prophet ate and drank and went back to sleep. Was he too despondent to speak? At any rate, the angel woke him a second time, perhaps at dawn. Once more, he urged Elijah, “Rise up, eat,” and he added these remarkable words, “for the journey is too much for you.”—1 Ki. 19:5-7.

14 Thanks to God-given insight, the angel knew where Elijah was headed. He also knew that the journey would be too much for Elijah to carry out in his own strength. What a comfort to serve a God who knows our goals and our limitations better than we do! (Read Psalm 103:13, 14.) How did Elijah benefit from that meal?

15, 16. (a) What did nourishment from Jehovah enable Elijah to do? (b) Why should we appreciate the way that Jehovah sustains his servants today?

15 We read: “He rose up and ate and drank, and he kept going in the power of that nourishment for forty days and forty nights as far as the mountain of the true God, Horeb.” (1 Ki. 19:8) Like Moses some six centuries before him and Jesus nearly ten centuries after him, Elijah fasted for 40 days and 40 nights. (Ex. 34:28; Luke 4:1, 2) That one meal did not make all his problems go away, but it sustained him miraculously. Imagine that older man trudging through the trackless wilderness day after day, week after week, for nearly a month and a half!

16 Jehovah sustains his servants today as well, not with miraculous physical meals, but in a far more vital way. He provides for his servants spiritually. (Matt. 4:4) Learning about God from his Word and from publications that are carefully based on the Bible sustains us spiritually. Taking in such spiritual nourishment may not make all our problems go away, but it can help us endure what might otherwise be unendurable. It also leads to “everlasting life.”—John 17:3.

17. Where did Elijah go, and why was that place significant?

17 Elijah walked nearly 200 miles (320 km) until he finally reached Mount Horeb. It was a place of great significance, for there Jehovah God through an angel had long before appeared to Moses in the burning thornbush and there Jehovah had later made the Law covenant with Israel. Elijah found shelter in a cave.

How Jehovah Comforted and Strengthened His Prophet

18, 19. (a) Jehovah’s spirit messenger posed what question, and how did Elijah respond? (b) Elijah revealed what three reasons for his low spirits?

18 At Horeb, Jehovah’s “word”—evidently delivered by a spirit messenger—posed this simple question: “What is your business here, Elijah?” The question was likely spoken in a gentle way, for Elijah took it as an invitation to pour out his feelings. And pour them out he did! He said: “I have been absolutely jealous for Jehovah the God of armies; for the sons of Israel have left your covenant, your altars they have torn down, and your prophets they have killed with the sword, so that I only am left; and they begin looking for my soul to take it away.” (1 Ki. 19:9, 10) Elijah’s words reveal at least three reasons for his low spirits.

19 First, Elijah felt that his work had been in vain. Despite years of being “absolutely jealous” in serving Jehovah, putting God’s sacred name and worship above all else, Elijah saw that conditions seemed only to have grown worse. The people were still faithless and rebellious, while false worship was running rampant. Second, Elijah felt alone. “I only am left,” he said, as if in that nation he were the last man who still served Jehovah. Third, Elijah was scared. Many of his fellow prophets had already been killed, and he was convinced that he was next. It may not have been easy for Elijah to admit to those feelings, but he did not let pride or embarrassment hold him back. By opening his heart to his God in prayer, he set a good example for all faithful people.—Ps. 62:8.

20, 21. (a) Describe what Elijah witnessed from the mouth of the cave on Mount Horeb. (b) What did Jehovah’s displays of power teach Elijah?

20 How did Jehovah address Elijah’s fears and concerns? The angel told Elijah to stand at the mouth of the cave. He obeyed, not knowing what was in store. A mighty wind sprang up! It must have emitted a deafening roar, for it was so powerful that it tore mountains and crags apart. Picture Elijah trying to shield his eyes while clinging to his heavy, rustic garment of hair as the gusts whipped it about him. Then he had to struggle to keep his footing, for the very earth began to heave and toss—an earthquake shook the region! He had barely recovered when a great fire swept through, forcing him back into the cave to shield himself from the searing heat.—1 Ki. 19:11, 12.

21 In each case, the account reminds us that Jehovah was not to be found within these spectacular displays of nature’s power. Elijah knew that Jehovah was not some mythical nature god such as Baal, who was hailed by his deluded worshippers as “the rider of the clouds,” or bringer of rains. Jehovah is the real Source of all the awesome power found in nature, but he is also vastly greater than anything he has made. Even the physical heavens cannot contain him! (1 Ki. 8:27) How did all of this help Elijah? Remember his fear. With a God like Jehovah on his side, a God who had all that overwhelming power at His disposal, Elijah had nothing to fear from Ahab and Jezebel!—Read Psalm 118:6.

22. (a) How did the “calm, low voice” reassure Elijah that he was far from worthless? (b) Who might have been the source of the “calm, low voice”? (See footnote.)

22 After the fire was gone, a hush fell and Elijah heard “a calm, low voice.” It invited Elijah to express himself again, and he did so, pouring out his concerns a second time.* Perhaps that brought him further relief. Undoubtedly, though, Elijah found even more comfort in what the “calm, low voice” told him next. Jehovah reassured Elijah that he was far from worthless. How so? God revealed much of his long-range purpose regarding the war against Baal worship in Israel. Clearly, Elijah’s work had not been in vain, for God’s purpose was moving inexorably forward. Furthermore, Elijah still figured in that purpose, for Jehovah sent him back to work with some specific instructions.—1 Ki. 19:12-17.

23. In what two ways did Jehovah address Elijah’s feelings of loneliness?

23 What about Elijah’s feelings of loneliness? Jehovah did two things about that. First, he told Elijah to anoint Elisha as the prophet who would eventually succeed him. This younger man would become Elijah’s companion and helper for a number of years. How practical that comfort was! Second, Jehovah revealed this thrilling news: “I have let seven thousand remain in Israel, all the knees that have not bent down to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” (1 Ki. 19:18) Elijah was far from alone. It must have warmed his heart to hear of those thousands of faithful people who refused to worship Baal. They needed Elijah to keep up his faithful service, to set an example of unshakable loyalty to Jehovah in those dark times. Elijah must have been deeply touched to hear those words through Jehovah’s messenger, the “calm, low voice” of his God.

The Bible can be like that “calm, low voice” if we let it guide us today



24, 25. (a) In what sense can we listen to Jehovah’s “calm, low voice” today? (b) Why can we be sure that Elijah accepted the comfort Jehovah gave him?

24 Like Elijah, we may be awestruck by the immense natural forces evident in creation, and rightly so. Creation vividly reflects the power of the Creator. (Rom. 1:20) Jehovah still loves to use his limitless might to help his faithful servants. (2 Chron. 16:9) However, God speaks most fully to us through the pages of his Word, the Bible. (Read Isaiah 30:21.) In a sense, the Bible can be like that “calm, low voice” if we let it guide us today. In its precious pages, Jehovah corrects us, encourages us, and reassures us of his love.

25 Did Elijah accept the comfort Jehovah gave him on Mount Horeb? Without a doubt! Soon he was back in action, once more the bold, faithful prophet who stood up against the wickedness of false worship. If we likewise take to heart the inspired words of God, “the comfort from the Scriptures,” we will be able to imitate the faith of Elijah.—Rom. 15:4.





^ par. 13 (1 Ki. 19:5-7) Then he lay down and fell asleep under the broom tree. But suddenly an angel touched him and said to him: “Get up and eat.” 6 When he looked, there at his head was a round loaf on heated stones and a jug of water. He ate and drank and lay down again. 7 Later the angel of Jehovah came back a second time and touched him and said: “Get up and eat, for the journey will be too much for you.”



^ par. 14 (Ps. 103:13, 14) As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown mercy to those who fear him. 14 For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^ par. 15 (1 Ki. 19:8) So he got up and ate and drank, and in the strength of that nourishment he went on for 40 days and 40 nights until he reached Hoʹreb, the mountain of the true God.



^ par. 15 (Ex. 34:28) And he remained there with Jehovah 40 days and 40 nights. He ate no bread and drank no water. And He wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments.*

Lit., “the Ten Words.” Also known as the Decalogue.


^ par. 15 (Luke 4:1, 2) Then Jesus, full of holy spirit, turned away from the Jordan, and he was led about by the spirit in the wilderness 2 for 40 days, being tempted by the Devil. And he ate nothing in those days, so when they had ended, he felt hungry.



^ par. 16 (Matt. 4:4) But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s* mouth.’”

See App. A5.


^ par. 16 (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you,* the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.

Or “their taking in knowledge of you.”


^ par. 18 (1 Ki. 19:9, 10) There he entered a cave and spent the night; and look! Jehovah’s word came to him, telling him: “What are you doing here, E·liʹjah?” 10 To this he said: “I have been absolutely zealous for Jehovah the God of armies; for the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, your altars they have torn down, and your prophets they have killed with the sword, and I am the only one left. Now they are seeking to take my life* away.”

Or “soul.”


^ par. 19 (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ par. 20 (1 Ki. 19:11, 12) But He said: “Go out and stand on the mountain before Jehovah.” And look! Jehovah was passing by, and a great and strong wind was splitting mountains and breaking crags before Jehovah, but Jehovah was not in the wind. After the wind, there was an earthquake, but Jehovah was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake, there was a fire, but Jehovah was not in the fire. After the fire, there was a calm, low voice.



^ par. 21 (1 Ki. 8:27) “But will God really dwell on the earth? Look! The heavens, yes, the heaven of the heavens, cannot contain you; how much less, then, this house that I have built!



^ par. 21 (Ps. 118:6) Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?



^ par. 22 (1 Ki. 19:12-17) After the earthquake, there was a fire, but Jehovah was not in the fire. After the fire, there was a calm, low voice. 13 As soon as E·liʹjah heard it, he wrapped his face in his official garment and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then a voice asked him: “What are you doing here, E·liʹjah?” 14 To this he said: “I have been absolutely zealous for Jehovah the God of armies; for the people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, your altars they have torn down, and your prophets they have killed with the sword, and I am the only one left. Now they are seeking to take my life* away.” 15 Jehovah said to him: “Return, and go to the wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive, anoint Hazʹa·el as king over Syria. 16 And you should anoint Jeʹhu the grandson of Nimʹshi as king over Israel, and you should anoint E·liʹsha* the son of Shaʹphat from Aʹbel-me·hoʹlah as prophet to take your place. 17 Anyone escaping from Hazʹa·el’s sword, Jeʹhu will put to death; and anyone escaping from Jeʹhu’s sword, E·liʹsha will put to death.

Or “soul.”
Meaning “God Is Salvation.”


^ par. 23 (1 Ki. 19:18) And I still have left 7,000 in Israel, all whose knees have not bent down to Baʹal and whose mouths have not kissed him.”



^ par. 24 (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^ par. 24 (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”


^ par. 24 (Isa. 30:21) And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ par. 25 (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.







^ par. 22 The source of this “calm, low voice” may have been the same spirit who was used to deliver “Jehovah’s word” mentioned at 1 Kings 19:9. In verse 15, this spirit is referred to simply as “Jehovah.” We might be reminded of the spirit emissary whom Jehovah used to guide Israel in the wilderness and of whom God said: “My name is within him.” (Ex. 23:21) We cannot be dogmatic on this point, of course, but it is worth noting that in his prehuman existence, Jesus served as “the Word,” the special Spokesman to Jehovah’s servants.—John 1:1.






^ (1 Ki. 19:9) There he entered a cave and spent the night; and look! Jehovah’s word came to him, telling him: “What are you doing here, E·liʹjah?”



^ (1 Ki. 19:15) Jehovah said to him: “Return, and go to the wilderness of Damascus. When you arrive, anoint Hazʹa·el as king over Syria.



^ (Ex. 23:21) Pay attention to him, and obey his voice. Do not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your transgressions, because my name is in him.



^ (John 1:1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.*

Or “was divine.”








^ ***ia chap. 12 He Took Comfort in His God***

TO THINK ABOUT . . .


	  What events led Elijah to become very low in spirits?



	  What feelings contributed to Elijah’s discouragement?



	  In what ways did Jehovah comfort Elijah?



	  How will you imitate Elijah if you ever become discouraged?














^ ***sn song 65 “This Is the Way”***


Song 65

“This Is the Way”


(Isaiah 30:20, 21)


1. There is a way of peace,

The way you’ve come to know.

It is the way you learned,

The way of long ago,

The way that Jesus taught you

When his voice you heard.

This is the way of peace,

Found in Jehovah’s Word.

(CHORUS)

This is the Way to life; This is the Way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the Way;

Do not look back, for yes, This is the Way.’



2. There is a way of love,

No need to look around.

God’s voice has shown the way

He lets himself be found.

His love is full and good;

His love is warm and true.

This is the way of love;

It touches all we do.

(CHORUS)

This is the Way to life; This is the Way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the Way;

Do not look back, for yes, This is the Way.’



3. There is a way of life,

No need to look behind.

Our God has promised us:

No better way we’ll find,

No higher way to peace,

No finer way to love.

This is the way to life,

Thanks to our God above.

(CHORUS)

This is the Way to life; This is the Way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the Way;

Do not look back, for yes, This is the Way.’





(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)





^ (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.



^ (Ps. 139:24) See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.



^ (Prov. 6:23) For the commandment is a lamp, And the law is a light, And the reproofs of discipline are the way to life.















^ (Job 16:1-20:29) Job said in reply:  2 “I have heard many things like these before. All of you are troublesome comforters!  3 Is there an end to empty* words? What provokes you to answer this way?  4 I could also speak as you do. If you were in my place,* I could make persuasive speeches against you And shake my head at you.  5 Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.  6 If I speak, my own pain is not relieved, And if I stop speaking, how much is my pain reduced?  7 But now he has made me weary; He has devastated my whole household.*  8 You also seize me, and it has become a witness, So that my own skinniness rises up and testifies to my face.  9 His anger has torn me to pieces, and he harbors animosity against me. He grinds his teeth against me. My adversary pierces me with his eyes. 10 They have opened their mouth wide against me, And they have scornfully struck my cheeks; In large numbers they gather against me. 11 God hands me over to young boys, And he thrusts me into the hands of the wicked. 12 I was untroubled, but he shattered me; He grabbed me by the back of the neck and crushed me; Then he set me up as his target. 13 His archers surround me; He pierces my kidneys and feels no compassion; He pours out my gall on the earth. 14 He breaks through against me with breach after breach; He rushes at me like a warrior. 15 I have sewn sackcloth together to cover my skin, And I have buried my dignity* in the dust. 16 My face is red from weeping, And on my eyelids is deep shadow,* 17 Although my hands have done no violence And my prayer is pure. 18 O earth, do not cover my blood! And let there be no resting-place for my outcry! 19 Even now, my witness is in the heavens; The one who can testify for me is in the heights. 20 My companions ridicule me As my eye sheds tears* to God. 21 Let someone arbitrate between a man and God, As one would between a man and his fellow. 22 For the years to come are few, And I will go away on the path of no return. 
17 “My spirit has been broken, my days have been extinguished; The graveyard awaits me.  2 Mockers surround me, And my eye must gaze at* their rebellious behavior.  3 Please accept my security, and keep it with you. Who else will shake hands with me and pledge in my behalf?  4 For you have concealed discernment from their heart; That is why you do not exalt them.  5 He may offer to share with his friends, While the eyes of his children fail.  6 He has made me an object of scorn* among the peoples, So that I became one in whose face they spit.  7 From anguish my eyes grow dim, And all my limbs are but a shadow.  8 Upright people stare in amazement at this, And the innocent one is disturbed over the godless.*  9 The righteous one keeps holding fast to his way, And the one with clean hands grows stronger. 10 However, you may all come and resume your arguing, For I have not found anyone wise among you. 11 My days are finished; My plans, the desires of my heart, have been shattered. 12 They keep turning night into day, Saying, ‘Light must be near because it is dark.’ 13 If I wait, the Grave* will become my home; I will spread out my bed in darkness. 14 I will call out to the pit,* ‘You are my father!’ To the maggot, ‘My mother and my sister!’ 15 Where, then, is my hope? Who can see hope for me? 16 It* will go down to the barred gates of the Grave* When we all descend together into the dust.” 
18 Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “How long before you stop making such speeches? Show some understanding so that we may then speak.  3 Why should we be viewed as animals And be considered stupid* in your eyes?  4 Even if you tear yourself* to pieces in your anger, Will the earth be abandoned for your sake, Or will the rock move away from its place?  5 Yes, the light of the wicked will be extinguished, And the flame of his fire will not shine.  6 The light in his tent will certainly grow dark, And the lamp over him will be extinguished.  7 His vigorous stride is shortened, And his own counsel will make him fall.  8 For his feet will lead him into a net, And he will wander onto its mesh.  9 A trap will seize him by the heel; A snare will catch him. 10 A rope is hidden for him on the ground, And a trap lies in his path. 11 Terrors frighten him on all sides And chase him at his feet. 12 His strength fails him, And disaster will make him stagger.* 13 His skin is eaten away; The most deadly disease* consumes his limbs. 14 He is torn away from the security of his tent And marched to the king of terrors.* 15 Strangers* will live in his tent; Sulfur will be scattered on his home. 16 His roots will dry up beneath him, And his branches will wither above him. 17 The memory of him will fade from the earth, And in the street his name will be unknown.* 18 He will be driven from the light into the darkness And chased away from the productive land. 19 He will have no offspring and no descendants among his people, And he will be without a survivor in the place where he lives.* 20 When his day comes, the people in the West will be appalled And the people in the East will be seized with horror. 21 This is what happens to the tents of a wrongdoer And to the place of the one who has not known God.” 
19 Job said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?  3 These ten times you have rebuked* me; You are not ashamed to deal harshly with me.  4 And if indeed I made a mistake, My error remains with me.  5 If you insist on exalting yourselves over me, Claiming that the reproach against me is justified,  6 Know, then, that it is God who has misled me, And he has caught me in his hunting net.  7 Look! I keep crying out, ‘Violence!’ but I get no answer; I keep crying for help, but there is no justice.  8 My path he has blocked with a stone wall, and I cannot pass by; He has covered my roadways with darkness.  9 He has stripped me of my glory And removed the crown from my head. 10 He breaks me down on all sides until I perish; My hope he uproots like a tree. 11 His anger burns against me, And he views me as his enemy. 12 His troops come together and besiege me, And they camp around my tent. 13 My own brothers he has driven far away from me, And those who know me have turned away from me. 14 My close companions* are gone, And those whom I knew well have forgotten me. 15 Guests in my house and my slave girls consider me a stranger; I am a foreigner in their eyes. 16 I call for my servant, but he does not respond; With my mouth I beg him for compassion. 17 My very breath has become loathsome to my wife, And I am a stench to my own brothers.* 18 Even young children despise me; When I rise up, they begin jeering at me. 19 All my close friends detest me, And those whom I loved have turned against me. 20 My bones stick to my skin and my flesh, And I escape with the skin of my teeth. 21 Show me mercy, my companions, show me mercy, For God’s own hand has touched me. 22 Why do you keep persecuting me as God does, Attacking me without letup?* 23 If only my words were written down, If only they could be inscribed in a book! 24 O that they were carved forever in the rock, With an iron stylus and lead! 25 For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.* 26 After my skin has thus been destroyed, While yet in my flesh, I will see God, 27 Whom I will see for myself, Whom my own eyes will see, not someone else’s. But deep inside I feel overwhelmed!* 28 For you say, ‘In what way are we persecuting him?’ Since the root of the problem is with me. 29 Be in fear of the sword yourselves, For the sword brings punishment against errors; You should know that there is a judge.” 
20 Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “This is why my own troubling thoughts urge me to answer Because of the agitation I feel.  3 I have heard a reproof that insults me; And my understanding* impels me to reply.  4 Surely you must have always known this, For it has been so since man* was put on the earth,  5 That the joyful cry of the wicked is brief And the rejoicing of the godless one* is for a moment.  6 Although his greatness ascends to heaven And his head reaches to the clouds,  7 He will perish forever like his own dung; Those who used to see him will say, ‘Where is he?’  8 He will fly off like a dream, and they will not find him; He will be chased away like a vision of the night.  9 The eye that once saw him will not do so again, And his place will behold him no more. 10 His own children will seek the favor of the poor, And his own hands will give back his wealth. 11 His bones were full of youthful vigor, But it* will lie down with him in mere dust. 12 If what is bad tastes sweet in his mouth, If he hides it under his tongue, 13 If he savors it and does not let it go But keeps holding it in his mouth, 14 His food will turn sour inside him; It will become like the poison* of cobras within him. 15 He has swallowed down wealth, but he will vomit it up; God will empty it out of his belly. 16 The venom of cobras he will suck; The fangs* of a viper will kill him. 17 He will never see the streams of water, The torrents of honey and butter. 18 He will give back his goods without consuming them;* He will not enjoy the wealth from his trade. 19 For he has crushed and abandoned the poor; He has seized a house that he did not build. 20 But he will feel no peace within himself; His wealth will not help him escape. 21 There is nothing left for him to devour; That is why his prosperity will not last. 22 When his wealth reaches its peak, anxiety will overtake him; The full force of misfortune will come against him. 23 As he fills his belly, God* will send his burning anger upon him, Raining it down upon him into his bowels. 24 When he flees from weapons of iron, Arrows from a copper bow will pierce him. 25 He pulls an arrow from his back, A glittering weapon from his gall, And terror seizes him. 26 Total darkness awaits his treasures; A fire that no one fanned will consume him; Calamity awaits any survivors in his tent. 27 Heaven will uncover his error; The earth will rise up against him. 28 A flood will sweep his house away; It will be a heavy torrent on the day of God’s* anger. 29 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that God has decreed for him.”

Or “blustery.”
Or “If your soul were in place of my soul.”
Or “those assembling with me.”
Or “strength.” Lit., “horn.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Or possibly, “looks sleeplessly.”
Or “dwell on.”
Lit., “a proverb; a byword.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”
That is, my hope.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “unclean.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “limp.”
Lit., “The firstborn of death.”
Or “a terrible death.”
Lit., “Something not his.”
Lit., “he will have no name.”
Or “the place of his temporary residence.”
Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.
Or “insulted.”
Or “My relatives.”
Lit., “the sons of my womb,” that is, the womb that bore me (my mother’s womb).
Lit., “And not be satisfied with my flesh?”
Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”
Or “My kidneys have failed within me.”
Lit., “a spirit from my understanding.”
Or “mankind; Adam.”
Or “the apostate.”
That is, his vigor.
Or “gall.”
Lit., “tongue.”
Lit., “and he will not swallow.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “his.”


^ (Job 4:1-21) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite then said in reply:  2 “If someone tries to speak to you, will you become impatient? For who can hold back from speaking?  3 True, you have corrected many, And you used to strengthen the weak hands.  4 Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.  5 But now it has happened to you, and you are overwhelmed;* It touches you, and you are dismayed.  6 Does your reverence for God not give you confidence? Does your way of integrity not give you hope?  7 Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?  8 What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.  9 By the breath of God they perish, And through a blast of his anger they come to an end. 10 The lion roars, and a young lion growls, But even the teeth of strong lions* are broken. 11 A lion perishes for lack of prey, And the cubs of a lion are scattered. 12 Now a word was brought to me in secret, And a whisper of it reached my ear. 13 In troubling thoughts during visions of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, 14 A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice: 17 ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth! 20 They are completely crushed from morning to evening; They perish forever, and no one takes notice. 21 Are they not like a tent whose cord is pulled out? They die without wisdom.

Lit., “you become weary.”
Or “devise.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 5:1-27) “Call, please! Is there anyone answering you? To which of the holy ones will you turn?  2 For resentment will kill the foolish one, And envy will put the simpleminded to death.  3 I have seen the foolish one taking root, But suddenly his dwelling place is cursed.  4 His sons are far from safety, And they are crushed at the city gate, with no one to save them.  5 The hungry one eats what he harvests, Taking it even from among the thorns, And their possessions are ensnared.  6 For harmful things do not sprout from the dust, And trouble does not spring from the ground.  7 For man is born for trouble, As surely as sparks fly upward.  8 But I would appeal to God, And to God I would submit my case,  9 To the One doing great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things without number. 10 He gives rain to the earth And sends waters upon the fields. 11 He raises the lowly up high, And he raises up the dejected one to salvation. 12 He frustrates the schemes of the crafty, So that the work of their hands does not succeed. 13 He catches the wise in their own cunning, So that the plans of the shrewd are thwarted. 14 They meet with darkness during the day, And they grope about at midday as if it were night. 15 He saves from the sword of their mouth, Saving the poor from the hand of the strong, 16 So that there is hope for the lowly, But the mouth of unrighteousness is shut. 17 Look! Happy is the man whom God reproves; So do not reject the discipline of the Almighty! 18 For he causes pain, but binds up the wound; He breaks apart, but heals with his own hands. 19 He will save you from six calamities, Even the seventh will not harm you. 20 During famine he will redeem you from death, And from the power of a sword during war. 21 You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, And you will not fear devastation when it comes. 22 You will laugh at destruction and hunger, And you will not fear the wild beasts of the earth. 23 For the stones of the field will not harm you,* And the wild beasts of the field will be at peace with you. 24 You will know that your tent is secure,* And nothing will be missing when you inspect your pasture. 25 You will enjoy many children, And your descendants will be as plentiful as the vegetation of the earth. 26 You will still be strong when you go to the grave, Like sheaves of grain gathered in their season. 27 Look! We have investigated this, and it is so. Listen and accept it.”

Or “will have a covenant (an agreement) with you.”
Lit., “peace.”


^ (Job 15:1-35) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Will a wise person answer with empty arguments,* Or will he fill his belly with the east wind?  3 Reproving with mere words is useless, And talk alone is of no benefit.  4 For you undermine the fear of God, And you diminish any concern for God.  5 For your error dictates what you say,* And you choose crafty speech.  6 Your own mouth condemns you, and not I; Your own lips testify against you.  7 Were you the first man ever born, Or was your birth before that of the hills?  8 Do you listen to the confidential talk of God, Or do you limit wisdom to yourself?  9 What do you know that we do not know? What do you understand that we do not? 10 Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us, Men much older than your father. 11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, Or words spoken gently to you? 12 Why does your heart carry you away, And why do your eyes flash with anger? 13 For you turn your spirit against God himself, And you allow such words to go out of your own mouth. 14 What is mortal man that he should be pure, Or anyone born of a woman that he should be righteous? 15 Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes. 16 How much less so when a person is detestable and corrupt, A man who drinks in unrighteousness just like water! 17 I will inform you; listen to me! I will relate what I have seen, 18 What wise men have related from their fathers, Things they have not hidden. 19 To them alone the land was given, And no stranger passed among them. 20 A wicked person suffers torment all his days, Throughout all the years reserved for the tyrant. 21 Terrifying sounds are in his ears; In a time of peace, marauders attack him. 22 He does not believe that he will escape from darkness; He is reserved for a sword. 23 He wanders about in search of food*—where is it? He well knows that the day of darkness is at hand. 24 Distress and anguish keep terrifying him; They overpower him like a king ready to launch an attack. 25 For he raises his hand against God himself And tries to defy* the Almighty; 26 He stubbornly rushes against Him, With his thick, strong shield;* 27 His face is covered with fat, And his hips bulge with fat; 28 He resides in cities that will be brought to ruin, In houses where no one will dwell, Which will become heaps of stones. 29 He will not grow rich, and his wealth will not accumulate, Nor will his possessions spread over the land. 30 He will not escape from darkness; A flame will dry up his twig,* And he will pass away by a blast of God’s* mouth. 31 He should not go astray and trust in what is worthless, For what he gets in exchange will be worthless; 32 It will happen before his day, And his branches will never flourish. 33 He will be like a vine that shakes off its unripe grapes, And like an olive tree that casts off its blossoms. 34 For the assembly of godless ones* is sterile, And fire will consume the tents of bribery. 35 They conceive trouble and give birth to what is wicked, And their womb produces deceit.”

Or “with blustery knowledge.”
Or “your error trains your mouth.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “tries to prevail against.”
Lit., “his thick shield bosses.”
That is, any hope of recovery.
Lit., “his.”
Or “of apostates.”


^ (Job 22:1-30) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?  4 Will he punish you And enter into judgment with you for your reverence?  5 Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.  8 The land belongs to the powerful man, And the favored one dwells in it.  9 But you sent away widows empty-handed, And you crushed the arms of fatherless children.* 10 That is why you are surrounded by traps,* And sudden terrors frighten you; 11 That is why it is so dark that you cannot see, And a flood of water covers you. 12 Is not God in the heights of heaven? And see how high all the stars are. 13 But you have said: ‘What does God really know? Can he judge through thick gloom? 14 Clouds screen him off so that he does not see As he walks about on the vault* of heaven.’ 15 Will you follow the ancient path That wicked men have walked, 16 Men who have been snatched away* before their time, Whose foundation was washed away by a flood?* 17 They were saying to the true God: ‘Leave us alone!’ And ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’ 18 Yet, he is the One who filled their houses with good things. (Such wicked thinking is far from my own.) 19 The righteous will see this and rejoice, And the innocent will mock them and say: 20 ‘Our opponents have been destroyed, And a fire will consume what is left of them.’ 21 Get to know Him, and you will be at peace; Then good things will come your way. 22 Accept the law from his mouth, And keep his sayings in your heart. 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored; If you remove unrighteousness from your tent, 24 If you would throw your gold* into the dust And the gold of Oʹphir into the rocky ravines,* 25 Then the Almighty will become your gold,* And he will be your choicest silver. 26 For then your delight will be in the Almighty, And you will lift up your face to God. 27 You will entreat him, and he will hear you; And your vows you will pay. 28 Whatever you decide to do will succeed, And light will shine upon your path. 29 For you will be humiliated when you speak arrogantly, But he will save the humble.* 30 He will rescue those who are innocent; So if your hands are clean, you will certainly be rescued.”

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”
Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”
Or “of orphans.”
Lit., “bird traps.”
Or “circle.”
Or “whose lives were cut short.”
Lit., “river.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “wadis.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “the one with downcast eyes.”


^ (Job 8:1-22) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite then said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep speaking like this? The words of your mouth are but a mighty wind!  3 Will God pervert justice, Or will the Almighty pervert righteousness?  4 If your sons sinned against him, He let them be punished for their revolt;*  5 But if you would just look to God And plead with the Almighty for favor,  6 And if you were truly pure and upright, He would pay attention to you* And restore you to your rightful place.  7 And though your beginning was small, Your future would be great.  8 Ask, please, the former generation, And pay attention to the things their fathers found out.  9 For we were born only yesterday, and we know nothing, Because our days on earth are a shadow. 10 Will they not instruct you And tell you what they know?* 11 Will a papyrus plant grow tall where there is no marsh? Will a reed grow tall without water? 12 While it is still in the bud, not yet plucked off, It will dry up before any other plant. 13 This is the outcome* of all who forget God, For the hope of the godless* will perish, 14 Whose confidence is in vain And whose trust is as fragile as a spider’s web.* 15 He will lean against his house, but it will not keep standing; He will try to hold on to it, but it will not last. 16 He is a moist plant in the sunlight, And his shoots spread out in the garden. 17 In a heap of stones, his roots become entwined; He looks for a house among the stones.* 18 But when he is uprooted* from his place, That place will deny him and say, ‘I have never seen you.’ 19 Yes, that is how he will disappear;* Then others will spring up from the dust. 20 Surely God will not reject those who keep integrity;* Nor will he support* evil men, 21 For he will yet fill your mouth with laughter And your lips with shouts of joy. 22 Those hating you will be clothed with shame, And the tent of wicked ones will be no more.”

Lit., “He sent them into the hand of their revolt.”
Or “rouse himself for you.”
Lit., “And bring forth words from their hearts?”
Lit., “So are the paths.”
Or “the apostate.”
Lit., “house.”
Or “He looks at a house of stones.”
Or “swallowed up.”
Or “that is the dissolving of his way.”
Or “the blameless.”
Lit., “take hold of the hand of.”


^ (Job 18:1-21) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “How long before you stop making such speeches? Show some understanding so that we may then speak.  3 Why should we be viewed as animals And be considered stupid* in your eyes?  4 Even if you tear yourself* to pieces in your anger, Will the earth be abandoned for your sake, Or will the rock move away from its place?  5 Yes, the light of the wicked will be extinguished, And the flame of his fire will not shine.  6 The light in his tent will certainly grow dark, And the lamp over him will be extinguished.  7 His vigorous stride is shortened, And his own counsel will make him fall.  8 For his feet will lead him into a net, And he will wander onto its mesh.  9 A trap will seize him by the heel; A snare will catch him. 10 A rope is hidden for him on the ground, And a trap lies in his path. 11 Terrors frighten him on all sides And chase him at his feet. 12 His strength fails him, And disaster will make him stagger.* 13 His skin is eaten away; The most deadly disease* consumes his limbs. 14 He is torn away from the security of his tent And marched to the king of terrors.* 15 Strangers* will live in his tent; Sulfur will be scattered on his home. 16 His roots will dry up beneath him, And his branches will wither above him. 17 The memory of him will fade from the earth, And in the street his name will be unknown.* 18 He will be driven from the light into the darkness And chased away from the productive land. 19 He will have no offspring and no descendants among his people, And he will be without a survivor in the place where he lives.* 20 When his day comes, the people in the West will be appalled And the people in the East will be seized with horror. 21 This is what happens to the tents of a wrongdoer And to the place of the one who has not known God.”

Or possibly, “unclean.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “limp.”
Lit., “The firstborn of death.”
Or “a terrible death.”
Lit., “Something not his.”
Lit., “he will have no name.”
Or “the place of his temporary residence.”


^ (Job 11:1-20) Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “Will all these words go unanswered, Or will a lot of talking make someone right?*  3 Will your empty talk silence people? Will no one rebuke you for your mocking words?  4 For you say, ‘My teaching is pure, And I am clean in your eyes.’  5 But if only God would speak And open his lips to you!  6 Then he would reveal to you the secrets of wisdom, For practical wisdom has many sides. Then you would realize that God allows some of your error to be forgotten.  7 Can you discover the deep things of God Or discover everything about* the Almighty?  8 It is higher than heaven. What can you accomplish? It is deeper than the Grave.* What can you know?  9 It is longer than the earth And broader than the sea. 10 If he passes by and detains someone and convenes a court, Who can resist him? 11 For he knows when men are deceitful. When he sees what is evil, will he not take notice? 12 But an empty-headed man will understand Only when a wild donkey can give birth to a man.* 13 If only you would prepare your heart And stretch out your hands to him. 14 If your hand is doing wrong, put it far away, And let no unrighteousness dwell in your tents. 15 For then you could lift up your face with no defect; You could stand firm, free of fear. 16 For then you will forget your trouble; You will remember it as waters that have flowed past you. 17 Your life will become brighter than midday; Even its darkness will be like the morning. 18 You will be confident because there is hope, And you will look around and lie down in security. 19 You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid, And many people will seek your favor. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail; And they will find no place to escape, And their only hope will be death.”*

Or “will a boaster be right?”
Or “find out the limit of.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “when a wild donkey is born a man.”
Or “the expiring of the soul.”


^ (Job 20:1-29) Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “This is why my own troubling thoughts urge me to answer Because of the agitation I feel.  3 I have heard a reproof that insults me; And my understanding* impels me to reply.  4 Surely you must have always known this, For it has been so since man* was put on the earth,  5 That the joyful cry of the wicked is brief And the rejoicing of the godless one* is for a moment.  6 Although his greatness ascends to heaven And his head reaches to the clouds,  7 He will perish forever like his own dung; Those who used to see him will say, ‘Where is he?’  8 He will fly off like a dream, and they will not find him; He will be chased away like a vision of the night.  9 The eye that once saw him will not do so again, And his place will behold him no more. 10 His own children will seek the favor of the poor, And his own hands will give back his wealth. 11 His bones were full of youthful vigor, But it* will lie down with him in mere dust. 12 If what is bad tastes sweet in his mouth, If he hides it under his tongue, 13 If he savors it and does not let it go But keeps holding it in his mouth, 14 His food will turn sour inside him; It will become like the poison* of cobras within him. 15 He has swallowed down wealth, but he will vomit it up; God will empty it out of his belly. 16 The venom of cobras he will suck; The fangs* of a viper will kill him. 17 He will never see the streams of water, The torrents of honey and butter. 18 He will give back his goods without consuming them;* He will not enjoy the wealth from his trade. 19 For he has crushed and abandoned the poor; He has seized a house that he did not build. 20 But he will feel no peace within himself; His wealth will not help him escape. 21 There is nothing left for him to devour; That is why his prosperity will not last. 22 When his wealth reaches its peak, anxiety will overtake him; The full force of misfortune will come against him. 23 As he fills his belly, God* will send his burning anger upon him, Raining it down upon him into his bowels. 24 When he flees from weapons of iron, Arrows from a copper bow will pierce him. 25 He pulls an arrow from his back, A glittering weapon from his gall, And terror seizes him. 26 Total darkness awaits his treasures; A fire that no one fanned will consume him; Calamity awaits any survivors in his tent. 27 Heaven will uncover his error; The earth will rise up against him. 28 A flood will sweep his house away; It will be a heavy torrent on the day of God’s* anger. 29 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that God has decreed for him.”

Lit., “a spirit from my understanding.”
Or “mankind; Adam.”
Or “the apostate.”
That is, his vigor.
Or “gall.”
Lit., “tongue.”
Lit., “and he will not swallow.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “his.”











^ (Job 21:1-27:23) Job said in reply:  2 “Listen carefully to what I say; Let this be the consolation you give me.  3 Bear with me while I speak; After I speak, you may then mock me.  4 Is my complaint directed toward a man? If it were, would I* not lose patience?  5 Look at me and stare in amazement; Put your hand over your mouth.  6 When I think about it, I am disturbed, And my whole body shudders.  7 Why do the wicked live on, Grow old, and become wealthy?*  8 Their children are always in their presence, And they get to see their descendants.  9 Their houses are secure, they are free from fear, And God does not punish them with his rod. 10 Their bulls breed without failure; Their cows give birth and do not miscarry. 11 Their boys run outside just like a flock, And their children skip about. 12 They sing accompanied by tambourine and harp And rejoice at the sound of the flute.* 13 They spend their days in contentment And go down peacefully* to the Grave.* 14 But they say to the true God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no desire to know your ways. 15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? What would we gain by being acquainted with him?’ 16 But I know that they do not control their own prosperity. The thinking* of the wicked is far from me. 17 How often is the lamp of the wicked extinguished? How often does disaster come upon them? How often does God deal out destruction to them in his anger? 18 Do they ever become like straw before the wind And like chaff that a storm wind carries away? 19 God will store up a man’s punishment for his own sons. But may God repay him so that he will know it. 20 May his own eyes see his ruin, And may he be the one to drink from the rage of the Almighty. 21 For what does he care about what happens to his house after him If the number of his months is cut short?* 22 Can anyone teach knowledge to God,* When He is the one who judges even the highest ones? 23 One man dies in his full vigor When he is completely carefree and at ease, 24 When his thighs are padded with fat And his bones are strong.* 25 But another man dies deeply distressed,* Never having tasted good things. 26 Together they will lie down in the dust, And maggots will cover both of them. 27 Look! I know exactly what you are thinking And the schemes you devise to wrong me.* 28 For you say, ‘Where is the house of the prominent man, And where is the tent in which the wicked one lived?’ 29 Have you not questioned travelers? Do you not carefully study their observations,* 30 That an evil person is spared on the day of disaster And rescued on the day of fury? 31 Who will confront him about his way, And who will repay him for what he has done? 32 When he is carried to the graveyard, A vigil will be kept over his tomb. 33 The clods of earth of the valley* will be sweet to him, And all mankind follows after him* Like the countless number before him. 34 So why offer me meaningless comfort? There is nothing but deceit in your answers!” 
22 Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?  4 Will he punish you And enter into judgment with you for your reverence?  5 Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.  8 The land belongs to the powerful man, And the favored one dwells in it.  9 But you sent away widows empty-handed, And you crushed the arms of fatherless children.* 10 That is why you are surrounded by traps,* And sudden terrors frighten you; 11 That is why it is so dark that you cannot see, And a flood of water covers you. 12 Is not God in the heights of heaven? And see how high all the stars are. 13 But you have said: ‘What does God really know? Can he judge through thick gloom? 14 Clouds screen him off so that he does not see As he walks about on the vault* of heaven.’ 15 Will you follow the ancient path That wicked men have walked, 16 Men who have been snatched away* before their time, Whose foundation was washed away by a flood?* 17 They were saying to the true God: ‘Leave us alone!’ And ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’ 18 Yet, he is the One who filled their houses with good things. (Such wicked thinking is far from my own.) 19 The righteous will see this and rejoice, And the innocent will mock them and say: 20 ‘Our opponents have been destroyed, And a fire will consume what is left of them.’ 21 Get to know Him, and you will be at peace; Then good things will come your way. 22 Accept the law from his mouth, And keep his sayings in your heart. 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored; If you remove unrighteousness from your tent, 24 If you would throw your gold* into the dust And the gold of Oʹphir into the rocky ravines,* 25 Then the Almighty will become your gold,* And he will be your choicest silver. 26 For then your delight will be in the Almighty, And you will lift up your face to God. 27 You will entreat him, and he will hear you; And your vows you will pay. 28 Whatever you decide to do will succeed, And light will shine upon your path. 29 For you will be humiliated when you speak arrogantly, But he will save the humble.* 30 He will rescue those who are innocent; So if your hands are clean, you will certainly be rescued.” 
23 Job said in reply:  2 “Even today I will complain stubbornly;* My strength is exhausted because of my sighing.  3 If only I knew where to find God! I would go to his place of dwelling.  4 I would present my case before him And fill my mouth with arguments;  5 I would learn how he would answer me And take note of what he says to me.  6 Would he contend with me using his great power? No, surely he would give me a hearing.  7 There the upright one could set matters straight with him, And I would be acquitted once and for all by my Judge.  8 But if I go east, he is not there; And I return and I cannot find him.  9 When he is working on the left, I cannot look upon him; Then he turns to the right, but I still do not see him. 10 But he knows the path I have taken. After he has tested me, I will come out as pure gold. 11 My feet have closely followed his footsteps; I have kept to his way without deviating. 12 I have not departed from the commandment of his lips. I have treasured up his sayings even more than what was required of me.* 13 When he is determined, who can resist him? When he* wants to do something, he does it. 14 For he will carry out completely what has been determined* for me, And he has many such things in store. 15 That is why I am anxious because of him; When I think about him, my fear grows. 16 God has made me fainthearted, And the Almighty has made me afraid. 17 But I have not yet been silenced by the darkness Nor by the gloom that has covered my face. 
24 “Why does the Almighty not set a time? Why do those who know him not see his day?*  2 People move boundary markers; They carry off flocks for their own pasture.  3 They drive away the donkey of fatherless children And seize the widow’s bull as security for a loan.*  4 They force the poor off the road; The helpless of the earth must hide from them.  5 The poor forage for food like wild donkeys in the wilderness; They seek food in the desert for their children.  6 They must harvest in another’s field* And glean from the vineyard of the wicked.  7 They spend the night naked, without clothing; They have no covering for the cold.  8 They are drenched by the mountain rains; They cling to the rocks for lack of shelter.  9 The fatherless child is snatched away from the breast; And the garments of the poor are taken as security for a loan, 10 Forcing them to go about naked, without clothing, And hungry, as they carry the sheaves of grain. 11 They toil among the terrace walls in the heat of the day;* They tread the winepresses, yet they go thirsty. 12 The dying keep groaning in the city; The fatally wounded* cry for help, But God does not regard this as improper.* 13 There are those who rebel against light; They do not recognize its ways, And they do not follow its paths. 14 The murderer rises at daybreak; He slays the helpless and the poor, While at night he engages in theft. 15 The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, Saying, ‘No one will see me!’ And he covers his face. 16 In the darkness they break into* houses; By day they shut themselves in. They are strangers to the light. 17 For morning is the same as deep darkness for them; They are familiar with the terrors of deep darkness. 18 But they are swiftly carried away by the waters.* Their portion of the land will be cursed. They will not return to their vineyards. 19 Just as drought and heat take away the melted snow, The Grave* takes away those who have sinned! 20 His mother* will forget him; the maggot will feast on him. He will be remembered no more. And unrighteousness will be broken just like a tree. 21 He preys on the barren woman, And mistreats the widow. 22 God* will use his strength to do away with the powerful; Though they may rise up, they have no assurance of life. 23 God* lets them become confident and secure, But his eyes are on everything they do.* 24 They are exalted for a little while, then they are no more. They are brought low and gathered like everyone else; They are cut off like heads of grain. 25 Now who can prove me a liar Or refute my word?” 
25 Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “Rulership and fearsome might are his; He establishes peace in heaven.*  3 Can his troops be numbered? Upon whom does his light not rise?  4 So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*  5 Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,  6 How much less so mortal man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm!” 
26 Job said in reply:  2 “How you have helped the one with no power! How you have saved the arm that has no strength!  3 What great advice you have given to the one lacking wisdom! How freely* you have revealed your practical wisdom!*  4 To whom are you trying to speak, And who inspired you to say such things?*  5 Those who are powerless in death tremble; They are even lower than the waters and their inhabitants.  6 The Grave* is naked in front of God,* And the place of destruction* lies uncovered.  7 He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;  8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds, So that the clouds do not burst under their weight;  9 He shuts off the view of his throne, Spreading out his cloud over it. 10 He marks out the horizon* on the surface of the waters; He makes a boundary between light and darkness. 11 The very pillars of heaven shake; They are stunned by his rebuke. 12 He stirs up the sea with his power, And by his understanding he breaks the sea monster* to pieces. 13 With his breath* he makes the skies clear; His hand pierces the elusive* serpent. 14 Look! These are just the fringes of his ways; Only a faint whisper has been heard of him! So who can understand his mighty thunder?” 
27 Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “As surely as God lives, who has deprived me of justice, As the Almighty lives, who has made me* bitter,  3 As long as my breath is within me And spirit from God is in my nostrils,  4 My lips will not speak unrighteousness; Nor will my tongue mutter deceit!  5 It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!  6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let it go; My heart will not condemn* me as long as I live.*  7 May my enemy become like the wicked, Those assaulting me like the unrighteous.  8 For what hope does the godless man* have when he is destroyed, When God takes away his life?*  9 Will God hear his outcry When distress comes upon him? 10 Or will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call on God at all times? 11 I will teach you about the power* of God; I will not hide anything about the Almighty. 12 Look! If you have all seen visions, Why are your speeches completely empty? 13 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that tyrants receive from the Almighty. 14 If his sons become many, they will fall by the sword, And his descendants will not have enough food. 15 Those who survive him will be buried by the plague, And their widows will not weep for them. 16 Even if he piles up silver like the dust And stores up fine clothing like the clay, 17 Though he may gather it, The righteous man will wear it, And the innocent will divide up his silver. 18 The house he builds is as fragile as a moth’s cocoon, Like a shelter made by a watchman. 19 He will go to bed rich but will gather nothing; When he opens his eyes, nothing will be there. 20 Terror overtakes him like a flood; A storm snatches him away by night. 21 An east wind will carry him off, and he will be gone; It sweeps him away from his place. 22 It will hurl itself at him without pity As he desperately tries to flee from its force. 23 It claps its hands at him And whistles at him from its place.*

Lit., “my spirit.”
Or “powerful.”
Or “pipe.”
Or “in a moment,” that is, a quick and painless death.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “advice; scheming.”
Or “cut in two.”
Or “teach God anything.”
Lit., “the marrow of his bones is moist.”
Or “with a bitter soul.”
Or possibly, “to act violently against me.”
Lit., “signs.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “And he will drag all mankind after him.”
Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”
Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”
Or “of orphans.”
Lit., “bird traps.”
Or “circle.”
Or “whose lives were cut short.”
Lit., “river.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “wadis.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “the one with downcast eyes.”
Or “my complaint is rebellious.”
Or “prescribed for me.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “prescribed.”
That is, his day of judgment.
Or “as a pledge.”
Or possibly, “harvest fodder in the field.”
Or possibly, “they press out oil among the terrace walls.”
Or “souls of the wounded.”
Or possibly, “God charges no one with wrong.”
Lit., “dig into.”
Lit., “He is swift on the surface of the waters.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “The womb.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “on their ways.”
Lit., “in his heights.”
Or “pure.”
Or “abundantly.”
Or “common sense.”
Lit., “And whose breath (spirit) has come out from you?”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “him.”
Or “And Abaddon.”
Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”
Lit., “a circle.”
Lit., “Rahab.”
Or “wind.”
Or “gliding.”
Lit., “proverb.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”
Or “taunt.”
Or “for any of my days.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “by the hand.”
Or possibly, “They clap their hands at him and whistle at him from their place.”


^ (Job 27:1-23) Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “As surely as God lives, who has deprived me of justice, As the Almighty lives, who has made me* bitter,  3 As long as my breath is within me And spirit from God is in my nostrils,  4 My lips will not speak unrighteousness; Nor will my tongue mutter deceit!  5 It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!  6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let it go; My heart will not condemn* me as long as I live.*  7 May my enemy become like the wicked, Those assaulting me like the unrighteous.  8 For what hope does the godless man* have when he is destroyed, When God takes away his life?*  9 Will God hear his outcry When distress comes upon him? 10 Or will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call on God at all times? 11 I will teach you about the power* of God; I will not hide anything about the Almighty. 12 Look! If you have all seen visions, Why are your speeches completely empty? 13 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that tyrants receive from the Almighty. 14 If his sons become many, they will fall by the sword, And his descendants will not have enough food. 15 Those who survive him will be buried by the plague, And their widows will not weep for them. 16 Even if he piles up silver like the dust And stores up fine clothing like the clay, 17 Though he may gather it, The righteous man will wear it, And the innocent will divide up his silver. 18 The house he builds is as fragile as a moth’s cocoon, Like a shelter made by a watchman. 19 He will go to bed rich but will gather nothing; When he opens his eyes, nothing will be there. 20 Terror overtakes him like a flood; A storm snatches him away by night. 21 An east wind will carry him off, and he will be gone; It sweeps him away from his place. 22 It will hurl itself at him without pity As he desperately tries to flee from its force. 23 It claps its hands at him And whistles at him from its place.*

Lit., “proverb.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”
Or “taunt.”
Or “for any of my days.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “by the hand.”
Or possibly, “They clap their hands at him and whistle at him from their place.”





^ ***sn song 83 We Need Self-Control***


Song 83

We Need Self-Control


(Romans 7:14-25)


1. We love Jehovah with heart, mind, and soul;

But since we are sinful, we need self-control.

Minding the flesh brings trouble and strife.

Minding the spirit means peace and life.

2. Satan’s temptations confront us each day,

And sin’s law within us can lead us astray.

Power of truth is greater than sin.

Thanks to Jehovah, our minds can win.

3. Each word and action reflects on God’s name,

So we must endeavor to keep free from blame.

In all we do, we make this our goal:

Always maintaining our self-control.



(See also 1 Cor. 9:25; Gal. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:6.)





^ (Rom. 7:14-25) For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand what I am doing. For I do not practice what I wish, but I do what I hate. 16 However, if I do what I do not wish, I agree that the Law is fine. 17 But now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is the sin that resides in me. 18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good; for I have the desire to do what is fine but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good that I wish, but the bad that I do not wish is what I practice. 20 If, then, I do what I do not wish, I am no longer the one carrying it out, but it is the sin dwelling in me. 21 I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body* another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body.* 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death? 25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.

Lit., “members.”
Lit., “members.”


^ (1 Cor. 9:25) Now everyone competing in a contest* exercises self-control in all things. Of course, they do it to receive a crown that can perish, but we, one that does not perish.

Or “every athlete.”


^ (Gal. 5:23) mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.



^ (2 Pet. 1:6) to your knowledge self-control, to your self-control endurance, to your endurance godly devotion,









^ ***w06 3/15 p. 15 par. 7 Highlights From the Book of Job***

22:5-7. Counsel given on the basis of accusations that lack solid evidence is valueless and damaging.



^ par. 7 (Job 22:5-7) Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.

Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”








^ ***w05 9/15 pp. 26-27 Resist Wrong Thinking!***

Resist Wrong Thinking!

WHEN experiencing calamity, the patriarch Job received a visit from his three friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. They came to sympathize with him and to comfort him. (Job 2:11) The most influential and perhaps the oldest of the three was Eliphaz. He was the first one to speak and had the most to say. What type of thinking did Eliphaz reflect in his three speeches?

Recalling a supernatural experience he once had, Eliphaz said: “A spirit itself went passing over my face; the hair of my flesh began to bristle. It began to stand still, but I did not recognize its appearance; a form was in front of my eyes; there was a calm, and I now heard a voice.” (Job 4:15, 16) What kind of spirit had influenced the thinking of Eliphaz? The critical tone of the words that followed shows that the spirit certainly was not one of God’s righteous angels. (Job 4:17, 18) It was a wicked spirit creature. Otherwise, why would Jehovah have reproved Eliphaz and his two associates for having spoken lies? (Job 42:7) Yes, Eliphaz had come under demon influence. His comments reflected ungodly thinking.

What ideas can be identified from the statements of Eliphaz? Why is it important that we guard against wrong thinking? And what measures can we take to resist it?

“In His Servants He Has No Faith”

In all three speeches, Eliphaz presented the idea that God is so exacting that nothing his servants do is good enough for him. “Look! In his servants he has no faith,” Eliphaz told Job, “and his angels he charges with faultiness.” (Job 4:18, footnote) Eliphaz later said of God: “In his holy ones he has no faith, and the heavens themselves are actually not clean in his eyes.” (Job 15:15) And he asked: “Does the Almighty have any delight in that you are righteous?” (Job 22:3) Bildad was in agreement with this viewpoint, for he stated: “There is even the moon, and it is not bright; and the stars themselves have not proved clean in [God’s] eyes.”—Job 25:5.

We must be on guard against being influenced by such thinking. It can lead us to feel that God requires too much of us. This view attacks our very relationship with Jehovah. Moreover, if we succumb to this type of reasoning, how would we respond when we are given needed discipline? Rather than humbly accepting the correction, our heart may become “enraged against Jehovah himself,” and we may harbor resentment toward him. (Proverbs 19:3) How spiritually disastrous that would be!

“Can an Able-Bodied Man Be of Use to God?”

Closely related to the idea that God is too exacting is the view that he regards humans as useless. Eliphaz’ third speech contains the question: “Can an able-bodied man be of use to God himself, that anyone having insight should be of use toward him?” (Job 22:2) Eliphaz was implying that man is useless to God. In a similar vein, Bildad argued: “How can mortal man be in the right before God, or how can one born of a woman be clean?” (Job 25:4) According to that line of reasoning, how could Job, a mere mortal, ever presume to have a righteous standing before God?

Some people today are plagued with negative feelings about themselves. Such factors as family upbringing, exposure to the pressures of life, or being victims of racial or ethnic hatred may have contributed to this. But Satan and his demons also take delight in crushing a person. If they can influence an individual to feel that nothing he does is good enough for Almighty God, he is more vulnerable to despondency. In time, such a person could drift away, even draw away, from the living God.—Hebrews 2:1; 3:12.

Advancing age and health problems put limitations on us. The share we have in Kingdom service may seem quite small in comparison with what we did when we were younger, healthier, and stronger. How important it is to recognize that Satan and his demons want us to feel that what we do is not good enough for God! We must resist such thinking.

How to Resist Negative Thinking

Despite the suffering brought upon him by Satan the Devil, Job said: “Until I expire I shall not take away my integrity from myself!” (Job 27:5) Because he loved God, Job was determined to maintain his integrity no matter what happened, and nothing was going to change that. Herein lies a key to resisting negative thinking. We must acquire a good understanding of God’s love and cultivate heartfelt appreciation for it. We also need to deepen our love for him. This is achieved by means of a regular study of God’s Word and prayerful meditation on what we learn.

For example, John 3:16 states: “God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son.” Jehovah has deep love for the world of mankind, and his dealings with humans over time show that love. Meditating on examples from the past ought to build up our appreciation for Jehovah and deepen our love for him, thus helping us to resist wrong or negative thinking.

Consider the way Jehovah treated Abraham at the time of the impending destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham inquired of Jehovah eight times respecting His judgment. At no point did Jehovah show irritation or frustration. Instead, his replies reassured and comforted Abraham. (Genesis 18:22-33) When God later rescued Lot and his family from Sodom, Lot asked to escape to a nearby city rather than to the mountains. Jehovah replied: “Here I do show you consideration to this extent also, by my not overthrowing the city of which you have spoken.” (Genesis 19:18-22) Do these accounts portray Jehovah as an exacting, unloving, authoritarian ruler? No. They show him to be what he really is—a loving, kind, merciful, and understanding Sovereign.

Disproving the idea that God is a faultfinder and that no one can be good enough for him are the examples of Aaron, David, and Manasseh of ancient Israel. Aaron was guilty of three serious wrongs. He made the golden calf, joined his sister Miriam in criticizing Moses, and failed to sanctify and honor God at Meribah. Nevertheless, Jehovah saw good in him and allowed him to continue serving



^ (Job 2:11) Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him.

Or “acquaintances.”


^ (Job 4:15, 16) A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice:



^ (Job 4:17, 18) ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.



^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 15:15) Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes.



^ (Job 22:3) Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 25:5) Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,



^ (Prov. 19:3) It is a man’s own foolishness that distorts his way, And his heart becomes enraged against Jehovah.



^ (Job 22:2) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?



^ (Job 25:4) So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*

Or “pure.”


^ (Heb. 2:1) That is why it is necessary for us to pay more than the usual attention to the things we have heard, so that we never drift away.



^ (Heb. 3:12) Beware, brothers, for fear there should ever develop in any one of you a wicked heart lacking faith by drawing away from the living God;



^ (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”


^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Gen. 18:22-33) Then the men left from there and went toward Sodʹom, but Jehovah remained with Abraham. 23 Then Abraham approached and said: “Will you really sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are 50 righteous men within the city. Will you, then, sweep them away and not pardon the place for the sake of the 50 righteous who are inside it? 25 It is unthinkable that you would act in this manner by putting the righteous man to death with the wicked one so that the outcome for the righteous man and the wicked is the same! It is unthinkable of you. Will the Judge of all the earth not do what is right?” 26 Then Jehovah said: “If I find in Sodʹom 50 righteous men in the city, I will pardon the whole place for their sake.” 27 But Abraham again responded: “Please, here I have presumed to speak to Jehovah, whereas I am dust and ashes. 28 Suppose the 50 righteous should lack five. Because of the five will you destroy the whole city?” To this he said: “I will not destroy it if I find there 45.” 29 But yet again he spoke to him and said: “Suppose 40 are found there.” He answered: “I will not do it for the sake of the 40.” 30 But he continued: “Jehovah, please, do not become hot with anger, but let me go on speaking: Suppose only 30 are found there.” He answered: “I will not do it if I find 30 there.” 31 But he continued: “Please, here I have presumed to speak to Jehovah: Suppose only 20 are found there.” He answered: “I will not destroy it for the sake of the 20.” 32 Finally he said: “Jehovah, please, do not become hot with anger, but let me speak just once more: Suppose only ten are found there.” He answered: “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 33 When Jehovah finished speaking to Abraham, he went his way and Abraham returned to his place.



^ (Gen. 19:18-22) Then Lot said to them: “Not there, please, Jehovah! 19 Please, now, your servant has found favor in your eyes and you are showing great kindness* to me by preserving me* alive, but I am not able to flee to the mountainous region because I am afraid that disaster may overtake me and I will die. 20 Please, now, this town is nearby and I can flee there; it is only a small place. May I, please, escape there? It is only a small place. Then I will survive.”* 21 So he said to him: “Very well, I will also show you consideration by not overthrowing the town you speak of. 22 Hurry! Escape there, because I cannot do anything until you arrive there!” That is why he named the town Zoʹar.*

Or “loyal love.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “my soul will live on.”
Meaning “Smallness.”








^ ***w95 2/15 pp. 27-28 A Lesson in How to Handle Problems***

His three companions further disheartened Job by voicing personal ideas rather than godly wisdom. Eliphaz went so far as to say that ‘God has no faith in his servants’ and that it did not really matter to Jehovah whether Job was righteous or not. (Job 4:18; 22:2, 3) It is hard to imagine a more discouraging—or more untruthful—remark than that! Not surprisingly, Jehovah later rebuked Eliphaz and his companions for this blasphemy. “You men have not spoken concerning me what is truthful,” he said. (Job 42:7) But the most damaging assertion was yet to come.



^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 22:2, 3) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.









^ ***w05 9/15 pp. 26-27 Resist Wrong Thinking!***

Resist Wrong Thinking!

WHEN experiencing calamity, the patriarch Job received a visit from his three friends Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. They came to sympathize with him and to comfort him. (Job 2:11) The most influential and perhaps the oldest of the three was Eliphaz. He was the first one to speak and had the most to say. What type of thinking did Eliphaz reflect in his three speeches?

Recalling a supernatural experience he once had, Eliphaz said: “A spirit itself went passing over my face; the hair of my flesh began to bristle. It began to stand still, but I did not recognize its appearance; a form was in front of my eyes; there was a calm, and I now heard a voice.” (Job 4:15, 16) What kind of spirit had influenced the thinking of Eliphaz? The critical tone of the words that followed shows that the spirit certainly was not one of God’s righteous angels. (Job 4:17, 18) It was a wicked spirit creature. Otherwise, why would Jehovah have reproved Eliphaz and his two associates for having spoken lies? (Job 42:7) Yes, Eliphaz had come under demon influence. His comments reflected ungodly thinking.

What ideas can be identified from the statements of Eliphaz? Why is it important that we guard against wrong thinking? And what measures can we take to resist it?

“In His Servants He Has No Faith”

In all three speeches, Eliphaz presented the idea that God is so exacting that nothing his servants do is good enough for him. “Look! In his servants he has no faith,” Eliphaz told Job, “and his angels he charges with faultiness.” (Job 4:18, footnote) Eliphaz later said of God: “In his holy ones he has no faith, and the heavens themselves are actually not clean in his eyes.” (Job 15:15) And he asked: “Does the Almighty have any delight in that you are righteous?” (Job 22:3) Bildad was in agreement with this viewpoint, for he stated: “There is even the moon, and it is not bright; and the stars themselves have not proved clean in [God’s] eyes.”—Job 25:5.

We must be on guard against being influenced by such thinking. It can lead us to feel that God requires too much of us. This view attacks our very relationship with Jehovah. Moreover, if we succumb to this type of reasoning, how would we respond when we are given needed discipline? Rather than humbly accepting the correction, our heart may become “enraged against Jehovah himself,” and we may harbor resentment toward him. (Proverbs 19:3) How spiritually disastrous that would be!

“Can an Able-Bodied Man Be of Use to God?”

Closely related to the idea that God is too exacting is the view that he regards humans as useless. Eliphaz’ third speech contains the question: “Can an able-bodied man be of use to God himself, that anyone having insight should be of use toward him?” (Job 22:2) Eliphaz was implying that man is useless to God. In a similar vein, Bildad argued: “How can mortal man be in the right before God, or how can one born of a woman be clean?” (Job 25:4) According to that line of reasoning, how could Job, a mere mortal, ever presume to have a righteous standing before God?

Some people today are plagued with negative feelings about themselves. Such factors as family upbringing, exposure to the pressures of life, or being victims of racial or ethnic hatred may have contributed to this. But Satan and his demons also take delight in crushing a person. If they can influence an individual to feel that nothing he does is good enough for Almighty God, he is more vulnerable to despondency. In time, such a person could drift away, even draw away, from the living God.—Hebrews 2:1; 3:12.

Advancing age and health problems put limitations on us. The share we have in Kingdom service may seem quite small in comparison with what we did when we were younger, healthier, and stronger. How important it is to recognize that Satan and his demons want us to feel that what we do is not good enough for God! We must resist such thinking.

How to Resist Negative Thinking

Despite the suffering brought upon him by Satan the Devil, Job said: “Until I expire I shall not take away my integrity from myself!” (Job 27:5) Because he loved God, Job was determined to maintain his integrity no matter what happened, and nothing was going to change that. Herein lies a key to resisting negative thinking. We must acquire a good understanding of God’s love and cultivate heartfelt appreciation for it. We also need to deepen our love for him. This is achieved by means of a regular study of God’s Word and prayerful meditation on what we learn.

For example, John 3:16 states: “God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son.” Jehovah has deep love for the world of mankind, and his dealings with humans over time show that love. Meditating on examples from the past ought to build up our appreciation for Jehovah and deepen our love for him, thus helping us to resist wrong or negative thinking.

Consider the way Jehovah treated Abraham at the time of the impending destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham inquired of Jehovah eight times respecting His judgment. At no point did Jehovah show irritation or frustration. Instead, his replies reassured and comforted Abraham. (Genesis 18:22-33) When God later rescued Lot and his family from Sodom, Lot asked to escape to a nearby city rather than to the mountains. Jehovah replied: “Here I do show you consideration to this extent also, by my not overthrowing the city of which you have spoken.” (Genesis 19:18-22) Do these accounts portray Jehovah as an exacting, unloving, authoritarian ruler? No. They show him to be what he really is—a loving, kind, merciful, and understanding Sovereign.

Disproving the idea that God is a faultfinder and that no one can be good enough for him are the examples of Aaron, David, and Manasseh of ancient Israel. Aaron was guilty of three serious wrongs. He made the golden calf, joined his sister Miriam in criticizing Moses, and failed to sanctify and honor God at Meribah. Nevertheless, Jehovah saw good in him and allowed him to continue serving



^ (Job 2:11) Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him.

Or “acquaintances.”


^ (Job 4:15, 16) A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice:



^ (Job 4:17, 18) ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.



^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 15:15) Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes.



^ (Job 22:3) Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 25:5) Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,



^ (Prov. 19:3) It is a man’s own foolishness that distorts his way, And his heart becomes enraged against Jehovah.



^ (Job 22:2) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?



^ (Job 25:4) So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*

Or “pure.”


^ (Heb. 2:1) That is why it is necessary for us to pay more than the usual attention to the things we have heard, so that we never drift away.



^ (Heb. 3:12) Beware, brothers, for fear there should ever develop in any one of you a wicked heart lacking faith by drawing away from the living God;



^ (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”


^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Gen. 18:22-33) Then the men left from there and went toward Sodʹom, but Jehovah remained with Abraham. 23 Then Abraham approached and said: “Will you really sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are 50 righteous men within the city. Will you, then, sweep them away and not pardon the place for the sake of the 50 righteous who are inside it? 25 It is unthinkable that you would act in this manner by putting the righteous man to death with the wicked one so that the outcome for the righteous man and the wicked is the same! It is unthinkable of you. Will the Judge of all the earth not do what is right?” 26 Then Jehovah said: “If I find in Sodʹom 50 righteous men in the city, I will pardon the whole place for their sake.” 27 But Abraham again responded: “Please, here I have presumed to speak to Jehovah, whereas I am dust and ashes. 28 Suppose the 50 righteous should lack five. Because of the five will you destroy the whole city?” To this he said: “I will not destroy it if I find there 45.” 29 But yet again he spoke to him and said: “Suppose 40 are found there.” He answered: “I will not do it for the sake of the 40.” 30 But he continued: “Jehovah, please, do not become hot with anger, but let me go on speaking: Suppose only 30 are found there.” He answered: “I will not do it if I find 30 there.” 31 But he continued: “Please, here I have presumed to speak to Jehovah: Suppose only 20 are found there.” He answered: “I will not destroy it for the sake of the 20.” 32 Finally he said: “Jehovah, please, do not become hot with anger, but let me speak just once more: Suppose only ten are found there.” He answered: “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.” 33 When Jehovah finished speaking to Abraham, he went his way and Abraham returned to his place.



^ (Gen. 19:18-22) Then Lot said to them: “Not there, please, Jehovah! 19 Please, now, your servant has found favor in your eyes and you are showing great kindness* to me by preserving me* alive, but I am not able to flee to the mountainous region because I am afraid that disaster may overtake me and I will die. 20 Please, now, this town is nearby and I can flee there; it is only a small place. May I, please, escape there? It is only a small place. Then I will survive.”* 21 So he said to him: “Very well, I will also show you consideration by not overthrowing the town you speak of. 22 Hurry! Escape there, because I cannot do anything until you arrive there!” That is why he named the town Zoʹar.*

Or “loyal love.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “my soul will live on.”
Meaning “Smallness.”








^ ***w09 8/15 p. 4 Everlasting Life on Earth—A God-Given Hope***

“Spirit Has Brought Pressure Upon Me”

8, 9. Why is the book of Job not merely an account of one man’s trials?

8 During the time period between the lives of Abraham’s great-grandson Joseph and the prophet Moses, there lived a man named Job. The Bible book of Job, likely composed by Moses, explains why Jehovah allowed Job to suffer and how the matter turned out for him. However, the book of Job is not merely an account about one man’s trials; it centers on issues of universal importance. The book provides insight into Jehovah’s righteousness in exercising his sovereignty, and it reveals that the integrity and life prospects of all of God’s earthly servants are involved in the issue raised in Eden. Although Job did not understand this issue, he did not allow his three companions to make him think that he had failed as an integrity keeper. (Job 27:5) This should strengthen our faith and help us to realize that we can maintain our integrity and uphold Jehovah’s sovereignty.



^ par. 8 (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”








^ ***w06 3/15 p. 15 par. 9 Highlights From the Book of Job***

27:5. Only Job could take away his own integrity because integrity is dependent upon one’s love for God. We should therefore cultivate strong love for Jehovah.



^ par. 9 (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”








^ ***it-1 pp. 360-361 Boundary Mark***

BOUNDARY MARK

When the Israelites occupied Canaan, a plot of land was given to each family, and such holdings were marked off by landmarks, or boundary marks. These are not described in the Bible, but they may have been posts, stones, or even furrows in the ground. The Hebrew word for “boundary mark” (gevulʹ) is the same as that for “boundary” and “territory.” (Ge 10:19; 47:21) At least some boundary marks in Palestine bore inscriptions of identification. Elaborate inscriptions do appear on landmarks, or boundary stones, in Egypt and Mesopotamia. For example, an inscribed boundary stone of Nebuchadnezzar I was discovered at Nippur.

Jehovah’s law prohibited the moving back of boundary marks. (De 19:14; see also Pr 22:28.) In fact, cursed was the one moving back “the boundary mark of his fellowman.” (De 27:17) Since landholders generally were dependent upon the produce of their plots of ground, moving back a boundary mark would mean depriving another person of some of his means of sustenance. Doing this was equivalent to theft and was so viewed in ancient times. (Job 24:2) But there were unscrupulous persons who were guilty of such abuses, and princes of Judah in Hosea’s time were likened to those moving back a boundary.—Ho 5:10.

Jehovah is considerate of the widowed and fatherless. Thus it is said that he will tear down the house of the self-exalted, “but he will fix the boundary of the widow.” (Pr 15:25) Then, too, Proverbs 23:10, 11 declares: “Do not move back the boundary of long ago, and into the field of fatherless boys do not enter. For their Redeemer is strong; he himself will plead their cause with you.”

[Picture on page 360]

Boundary stone from Susa featuring symbols of Babylonian gods



^ (Gen. 10:19) So the boundary of the Caʹnaan·ites was from Siʹdon as far as Geʹrar, near Gazʹa, as far as Sodʹom, Go·morʹrah, Adʹmah, and Ze·boiʹim, near Laʹsha.



^ (Gen. 47:21) Then he moved the people into cities, from one end of the territory of Egypt to its other end.



^ (Deut. 19:14) “When you receive your inheritance in the land that Jehovah your God is giving you to possess, you must not move your neighbor’s boundary marker from the place where the ancestors set the boundaries.



^ (Prov. 22:28) Do not move an ancient boundary marker That your forefathers put in place.



^ (Deut. 27:17) “‘Cursed is the one who moves his neighbor’s boundary marker.’ (And all the people will say, ‘Amen!’)



^ (Job 24:2) People move boundary markers; They carry off flocks for their own pasture.



^ (Hos. 5:10) The princes of Judah are like those moving a boundary. I will pour out my fury on them like water.



^ (Prov. 15:25) Jehovah will tear down the house of the haughty, But he will preserve the boundary of the widow.



^ (Prov. 23:10, 11) Do not move an ancient boundary marker Or encroach on the field of the fatherless. 11 For their Defender* is strong; He will take up their cause against you.

Lit., “Redeemer.”








^ ***w15 6/1 p. 5 How Science Affects Your Life***

	The Bible describes the earth as suspended “upon nothing.” (Job 26:7) There is no mention of our planet resting on the shoulders of a giant or on the backs of elephants that stand on a turtle, as some popular myths of ancient times had it. Rather, the Bible leaves the door open to scientific discovery. In time, Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes Kepler described how the planets move around the sun driven by an invisible force. Isaac Newton later showed how gravitation governs the movement of all objects in space.











^ (Job 26:7) He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;

Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”








^ ***w11 7/1 p. 26 Who Made the Laws That Govern Our Universe?***

To Aristotle, the universe was packed full. He saw the earth and its atmosphere as composed of four elements—earth, water, air, and fire. The universe beyond was filled with crystalline spheres, all composed of an eternal substance he called ether. The heavenly bodies were attached to the invisible spheres. Aristotle’s idea long appealed to most men of science, for it seemed to fit a basic assumption: An object must rest on or be attached to something, or else it will fall.

What about the Bible? It contains a record of the words of a faithful man named Job, who said about Jehovah: “He is . . . hanging the earth upon nothing.” (Job 26:7) Such a notion would surely have struck Aristotle as preposterous.

In the 17th century C.E., some 3,000 years after Job’s day, prevailing scientific theory held that the universe was filled, not with crystalline spheres, but with a kind of fluid. Late in that century, though, physicist Sir Isaac Newton proposed a completely different idea. Gravity, he said, caused an attraction between the heavenly bodies. Newton had come one step closer to understanding that the earth and other heavenly bodies did indeed hang in empty space, what would appear to humans as “nothing.”

Newton’s theory about gravity met with a great deal of opposition. It was still hard for many scientifically minded men to envision that stars and other heavenly bodies were not held in place by something substantial. How could our massive earth or the heavenly orbs simply hang there in space? The idea struck some as supernatural. Since Aristotle’s day, most men of science had believed that space must be filled with something.



^ (Job 26:7) He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;

Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”








^ ***bh p. 145 Worship That God Approves***


 3. According to Jesus, what must we do if we want to have God’s approval?

3 It is important that we worship Jehovah in the way that he approves. Many people believe that all religions are pleasing to God, but the Bible does not teach that. It is not even enough just to claim to be a Christian. Jesus said: “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will.” To have God’s approval, therefore, we must learn what God requires of us and do it. Jesus called those who do not do God’s will “workers of lawlessness.” (Matthew 7:21-23) Like counterfeit money, false religion has no real value. Even worse, such religion is actually harmful.

 4. What do Jesus’ words concerning the two roads mean, and where does each road lead?

4 Jehovah gives everyone on earth the opportunity to gain everlasting life. To have eternal life in Paradise, however, we must worship God properly and live now in a way that is acceptable to him. Sadly, many refuse to do so. That is why Jesus said: “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction, and many are going in through it; whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it.” (Matthew 7:13, 14) True religion leads to everlasting life. False religion leads to destruction. Jehovah does not want any human to be destroyed, and that is why he is giving people everywhere an opportunity to learn about him. (2 Peter 3:9) Really, then, the way we worship God means either life or death for us.





^ par. 3 (Matt. 7:21-23) “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. 22 Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works in your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’



^ par. 4 (Matt. 7:13, 14) “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction, and many are going in through it; 14 whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it.



^ par. 4 (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.








^ ***sn song 129 Holding Fast to Our Hope***


Song 129

Holding Fast to Our Hope


(Hebrews 6:18, 19)


1. Men have been groping for centuries in darkness.

Vain is their quest as they try to catch the wind.

Man’s tragic flaw is revealed in its starkness:

None can they save, for they all have sinned.

(CHORUS)

Sing with good cheer, for God’s Kingdom is here!

His Son’s mighty reign brings us freedom from fear.

Through him, at last, evil soon will be past;

This hope, like an anchor, is holding us fast.



2. “God’s day is near!” rings the Kingdom proclamation;

Men will no longer cry out to God: “How long?”

Soon he will free all his groaning creation.

Praise God Almighty, and join our song.

(CHORUS)

Sing with good cheer, for God’s Kingdom is here!

His Son’s mighty reign brings us freedom from fear.

Through him, at last, evil soon will be past;

This hope, like an anchor, is holding us fast.





(See also Hab. 1:2, 3; Ps. 27:14; Joel 2:1; Rom. 8:22.)





^ (Heb. 6:18, 19) in order that through two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to the refuge may have strong encouragement to take firm hold of the hope set before us. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,* both sure and firm, and it enters in within the curtain,

Or “for our lives.”


^ (Hab. 1:2, 3) How long, O Jehovah, must I cry for help, but you do not hear? How long must I ask for help from violence, but you do not intervene?*  3 Why do you make me witness wrongdoing? And why do you tolerate oppression? Why are destruction and violence before me? And why do quarreling and conflict abound?

Or “save.”


^ (Ps. 27:14) Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah.



^ (Joel 2:1) “Blow a horn in Zion! Shout a war cry in my holy mountain. Let all the inhabitants of the land* tremble, For the day of Jehovah is coming! It is near!

Or “earth.”


^ (Rom. 8:22) For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now.









^ ***yp2 pp. 121-127 How Can I Protect Myself at School?***

Chapter 14

How Can I Protect Myself at School?

Mark the following statements true or false:

1. Bullying involves only incidents of physical harm.

□ True

□ False

2. Sexual harassment always includes physical contact.

□ True

□ False

3. Girls can bully and harass too.

□ True

□ False

4. If you’re being bullied or sexually harassed, there’s nothing you can do about it.

□ True

□ False

TERROR is a daily experience for millions of youths who are bullied at school. “The 15-minute bus ride became a torture that seemed to last for hours as my tormentors progressed from verbal abuse to physical mistreatment,” says a youth named Ryan. Other youths are sexually harassed. “A very popular boy cornered me in the hallway and started touching me inappropriately,” says young Anita. “Asking him in a nice way to keep his hands to himself didn’t work. He didn’t think I really meant it.”

Some teens are even hounded online by their classmates. Are you a victim of mistreatment? If so, what can you do about your plight? Plenty! But first, let’s separate the myths from the facts by examining the statements made at the outset of this chapter.

 1. False. Most bullies use their mouths, not their fists. Threats, insults, sarcasm, and ridicule can be forms of bullying.

 2. False. Even a “compliment” with sexual overtones, an obscene joke, or ogling can constitute sexual harassment.

 3. True. Those who bully and harass can be of either gender.

 4. False. You can take measures to stop the mistreatment. Let’s see how.

How to Beat a Bully—Without Using Your Fists

Some bullies want to provoke you just to see how you’ll react. But the Bible gives this wise advice: “Do not hurry yourself in your spirit to become offended.” (Ecclesiastes 7:9) The fact is, ‘returning evil for evil’ could add fuel to the fire and lead to further problems. (Romans 12:17) How, then, can you beat a bully without using your fists?

Take a lighthearted approach. If a taunt is simply an attempt at humor, try to laugh it off instead of getting offended. “Sometimes it’s just a matter of not taking aggressive statements so seriously,” says a boy named Eliu. If a bully sees that his words have little effect, he may stop the harassment.

Use mildness. The Bible says: “An answer, when mild, turns away rage.” (Proverbs 15:1) A kind reply is what the bully least expects, and it can defuse a tense situation. True, keeping coolheaded when under attack takes self-control. But it’s always the better course. Proverbs 29:11 says: “All his spirit is what a stupid one lets out, but he that is wise keeps it calm to the last.” Mildness is a sign of strength. The mild person isn’t easily thrown off balance, while the bully is often insecure, frustrated, or even desperate. For good reason, the Bible states: “He that is slow to anger is better than a mighty man.”—Proverbs 16:32.

Protect yourself. If a situation seems out of control, you may need to find an ‘escape route.’ Proverbs 17:14 says: “Before the quarrel has burst forth, take your leave.” So if violence appears imminent, walk or run away. If escape is impossible, you may need to ward off violence the best way you can.

Report it. Your parents have a right to know about what’s happening. They can also give you practical advice. For example, they might suggest that you speak to a school official, such as a guidance counselor, about the matter. Be assured that parents and school officials can handle the matter discreetly, so as not to get you into further trouble.

The bottom line? A bully can’t win if you refuse to play his game. So don’t get sucked into the flames of his anger. Instead, take control of the situation by employing the foregoing suggestions.

Coping With Sexual Harassment

If you’re being sexually harassed, you have every right to feel angry! The question is, What can you do about it? Plenty! Here are a few suggestions.

Firmly refuse sexual advances. Aggressors may assume that a halfhearted no really means yes—or at least maybe—unless you convince them otherwise. So let your no mean no. (Matthew 5:37) If you giggle or act coy, even out of initial embarrassment, it could send the wrong message to the harasser. Be firm and direct. That is your best defense!

Make a scene. Young Anita says of her harasser: “I had to embarrass him in front of his friends by loudly telling him NOT to touch me that way!” The result? “All his friends laughed at him. He was very cold for a while, but a few days later, he apologized for his behavior and later even defended me when someone else tried to bother me.”

If words don’t work, walk away. Better yet, run. And if escape isn’t possible, you have the right to fend off molestation. (Deuteronomy 22:25-27) Says one Christian girl, “When a boy tried to grab me, I punched him just as hard as I could, and I ran!”

Tell someone. “That’s what I finally had to do,” admits 16-year-old Adrienne. “I asked my parents for advice on the situation when a boy I thought of as a good friend just wouldn’t leave me alone. The more I protested, the more persistent he became, almost as if it were a game.” Adrienne’s parents had practical advice that helped her cope with the problem. No doubt your parents can help you too.

Having to deal with bullying or sexual harassment is no fun. But always remember this: Christian youths need not be helpless victims of bullies; neither should they tolerate or be allured by the advances of a harasser. By taking the steps mentioned, you can deal with these challenges.

READ MORE ABOUT THIS TOPIC IN VOLUME 1, CHAPTER 18

IN OUR NEXT CHAPTER
Peer pressure is one of the most powerful forces you must deal with. Learn how to face up to it with confidence.

KEY SCRIPTURE

“If possible, as far as it depends upon you, be peaceable with all men.”—Romans 12:18.

TIP

If you’re the target of bullying, be assertive, but not aggressive. Firmly tell the bully to stop. Calmly leave. If the bullying continues, report it.

DID YOU KNOW . . . ?

Wearing certain gang colors or trademarks can single you out for attack. A former gang member says: “If someone dressed like one of us and he was not one of us, most likely he would be a target. Either he would have to join our gang or get himself hurt.”

ACTION PLAN!

If someone tries to insult or provoke me, I will ․․․․․

To avoid attracting trouble, I will ․․․․․

What I would like to ask my parent(s) about this subject is ․․․․․

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

● How can you project more confidence and poise in your demeanor and thus reduce the likelihood of being bullied?

● What can you do if you’re sexually harassed? (Think of some typical scenarios and possible responses.)

● Why should sexual harassment be of serious concern to you?

[Blurb on page 123]

“If you know there’s going to be a fight, you have to mind your own business and go home. Some hang around, and that’s when they get into trouble.”—Jairo

[Box on page 125]

How to Prevent Sexual Harassment

  Don’t flirt. It’s an open invitation to harassment. The Bible asks: “Can you carry fire against your chest without burning your clothes?” (Proverbs 6:27, Today’s English Version) The fact is, flirting is playing with fire.

  Watch your association. It will be assumed that your values match those of your friends. A young girl named Carla says, “If you hang around with ones who give in to the remarks or who enjoy the attention, then you will get harassed too.”—1 Corinthians 15:33.

  Be careful how you dress. Immodest clothing sends out a clear signal that you crave the interest of the opposite sex—and you’ll get it.—Galatians 6:7.

  Don’t hide your Christian identity. If you do, no one will have reason to expect you to live up to Christian standards.—Matthew 5:15, 16.

[Picture on page 124]

Responding in anger to a bully’s taunts is like throwing fuel on a fire

[Picture on page 127]

Tell a sexual harasser to back off!



^ (Eccl. 7:9) Do not be quick* to take offense, for the taking of offense lodges in the bosom of fools.*

Lit., “hurry in your spirit.”
Or possibly, “is the mark of a fool.”


^ (Rom. 12:17) Return evil for evil to no one. Take into consideration what is fine from the viewpoint of* all men.

Or “in the sight of.”


^ (Prov. 15:1) A mild* answer turns away rage, But a harsh* word stirs up anger.

Or “gentle.”
Or “painful.”


^ (Prov. 29:11) A stupid person gives vent to all his feelings,* But the wise one calmly keeps them in check.

Lit., “spirit.”


^ (Prov. 16:32) The one slow to anger is better than a mighty man, And the one controlling his temper* than one conquering a city.

Lit., “ruling over his spirit.”


^ (Prov. 17:14) Beginning a fight is like opening a floodgate;* Before the quarrel breaks out, take your leave.

Or “like opening a dam.” Lit., “letting out waters.”


^ (Matt. 5:37) Just let your word ‘Yes’ mean yes, your ‘No,’ no, for what goes beyond these is from the wicked one.



^ (Deut. 22:25-27) “If, however, the man happened to meet the engaged girl in the field and the man overpowered her and lay down with her, the man who lay down with her is to die by himself, 26 and you must do nothing to the girl. The girl has not committed a sin deserving of death. This case is the same as when a man attacks his fellow man and murders him.* 27 For he happened to meet her in the field, and the engaged girl screamed, but there was no one to rescue her.

Or “murders him, a soul.”


^ (Rom. 12:18) If possible, as far as it depends on you, be peaceable with all men.



^ (Prov. 6:27) Can a man rake fire to his chest and not burn his garments?



^ (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”


^ (Gal. 6:7) Do not be misled: God is not one to be mocked. For whatever a person is sowing, this he will also reap;



^ (Matt. 5:15, 16) People light a lamp and set it, not under a basket,* but on the lampstand, and it shines on all those in the house. 16 Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.

Or “measuring basket.”








^ ***ia pp. 108-111 He Learned From His Mistakes***


1, 2. (a) What had Jonah brought on himself and the mariners on the ship? (b) How can Jonah’s story help us?

JONAH wished he could shut out the terrible sounds. It was not just the fierce wind, which was shrieking through the ship’s rigging; nor was it just the mountainous waves, which were thundering against the sides of the vessel, making her every timber creak and groan. No, far worse to Jonah were the shouts of those mariners, the captain and his crew, as they struggled to keep the ship afloat. Jonah felt sure that those men were about to die—all because of him!

2 What had put Jonah in such dire straits? He had made a serious mistake in his dealings with his God, Jehovah. What had he done? Were matters beyond repair? The answers can teach us much. For example, Jonah’s story helps us to see how even those with genuine faith can go astray—and how they can make amends.

A Prophet From Galilee

3-5. (a) What do people often focus on when they think of Jonah? (b) What do we know about Jonah’s background? (See also footnote.) (c) Why was Jonah’s service as a prophet not easy or pleasant?

3 When people think of the man Jonah, they often seem to focus on negative traits, such as his lapses into disobedience or even his hardheadedness. But there was far more to the man than that. Remember, Jonah was selected to serve as a prophet of Jehovah God. Jehovah would not have picked him for such a weighty responsibility had he been unfaithful or unrighteous.

There was far more to Jonah than his negative traits



4 The Bible reveals a little about Jonah’s background. (Read 2 Kings 14:25.) He was from Gath-hepher, just two and a half miles (4 km) from Nazareth, the town where Jesus Christ would grow up some eight centuries later.* Jonah served as a prophet during the reign of King Jeroboam II of the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel. The time of Elijah was long past; his successor, Elisha, had died during the reign of Jeroboam’s father. Although Jehovah had used those men to wipe out Baal worship, Israel was willfully going astray again. The land was now under the influence of a king who “continued to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes.” (2 Ki. 14:24) So Jonah’s service could not have been easy or pleasant. Yet, he carried it out faithfully.

5 One day, though, Jonah’s life took a dramatic turn. He received an assignment from Jehovah that he found to be extremely difficult. What was Jehovah asking him to do?

“Get Up, Go to Nineveh”

 6. What assignment did Jehovah give to Jonah, and why may it have appeared daunting?

6 Jehovah told Jonah: “Get up, go to Nineveh the great city, and proclaim against her that their badness has come up before me.” (Jonah 1:2) It is not hard to see why this assignment might have appeared daunting. Nineveh lay some 500 miles (800 km) to the east, an overland journey that would likely take about a month on foot. However, the hardships of such a trek might have seemed the easy part of the job. At Nineveh, Jonah was to deliver Jehovah’s judgment message to the Assyrians, who were notoriously violent, even savage. If Jonah had seen little response among God’s own people, what could he hope to see among those pagans? How would a lone servant of Jehovah fare in vast Nineveh, which would come to be called “the city of bloodshed”?—Nah. 3:1, 7.

7, 8. (a) Just how determined was Jonah to get away from the assignment that Jehovah had given him? (b) Why should we not judge Jonah a coward?

7 Such thoughts may well have occurred to Jonah. We do not know. What we do know is that he ran. Jehovah had directed him to go east; Jonah headed west, and as far west as he could go. He went down to the coast, to a port city named Joppa, where he found a ship headed to Tarshish. Some scholars say that Tarshish was in Spain. If so, Jonah was heading some 2,200 miles (3,500 km) away from Nineveh. Such a voyage to the far end of the Great Sea might have taken as long as a year. Jonah was that determined to get away from the assignment Jehovah had given him!—Read Jonah 1:3.

8 Does this mean that we can dismiss Jonah as a coward? We should not be too quick to judge him. As we shall see, he was capable of remarkable personal courage. Like all of us, though, Jonah was an imperfect human struggling with a great many faults. (Ps. 51:5) Who of us has never grappled with fear?

 9. How might we occasionally feel about an assignment from Jehovah, and what truth do we need to remember at such times?

9 It may occasionally seem that God asks us to do what strikes us as difficult, even impossible. We may even find it daunting to preach the good news of God’s Kingdom, as Christians are required to do. (Matt. 24:14) It is all too easy for us to forget the profound truth that Jesus uttered: “All things are possible with God.” (Mark 10:27) If at times we lose sight of that truth, perhaps we can understand Jonah’s difficulty. What, though, were the consequences of Jonah’s flight?

Jehovah Disciplines His Wayward Prophet

10, 11. (a) What may Jonah have hoped as the cargo ship left port? (b) What danger came upon the ship and the crew?

10 We can just imagine Jonah getting himself situated on that vessel, likely a Phoenician cargo ship. He watched as the captain and his crew bustled about to get their craft under way and out of port. As the shoreline slowly receded and disappeared, Jonah may have hoped he was escaping the danger he so dreaded. But suddenly, the weather changed.

11 Strong winds churned up the sea into a nightmarish rage, with waves that might dwarf even modern-day vessels. How long did it take for that wooden craft to seem terribly small and frail, lost in a watery wilderness of towering waves and plunging canyons? Did Jonah know, at that point, what he later wrote—that “Jehovah himself hurled forth a great wind at the sea”? It is hard to say. He saw, though, that the mariners began crying out to their various gods, and he knew that no help would come from that direction. (Lev. 19:4) His account says: “As for the ship, it was about to be wrecked.” (Jonah 1:4) And how could Jonah pray to the God he was running from?

12. (a) Why should we not be too quick to judge Jonah for sleeping as the storm raged? (See also footnote.) (b) How did Jehovah reveal the cause of the trouble?

12 Feeling powerless to help, Jonah went below the deck of the ship and found a place to lie down. There, he went fast asleep.* The captain found Jonah, woke him up, and urged him to pray to his god, as everyone else was doing. Convinced that there was something supernatural about this storm, the seamen cast lots to see which of the people on board might be the cause of their trouble. No doubt Jonah’s heart sank as the lots eliminated one man after another. Soon the truth was plain. Jehovah was directing the storm, as well as the lots, toward one man—Jonah!—Read Jonah 1:5-7.





^ par. 4 (2 Ki. 14:25) He restored the boundary of Israel from Leʹbo-haʹmath* clear to the Sea of the Arʹa·bah,* according to the word that Jehovah the God of Israel spoke through his servant Joʹnah the son of A·mitʹtai, the prophet from Gath-heʹpher.

Or “the entrance of Hamath.”
That is, the Salt Sea, or the Dead Sea.


^ par. 4 (2 Ki. 14:24) He continued to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes. He did not depart from all the sins that Jer·o·boʹam the son of Neʹbat had caused Israel to commit.



^ par. 6 (Jonah 1:2) “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim judgment against her, for their wickedness has come to my attention.”



^ par. 6 (Nah. 3:1) Woe to the city of bloodshed! She is completely full of deception and robbery. She is never without prey!



^ par. 6 (Nah. 3:7) Everyone who sees you will flee from you and say, ‘Ninʹe·veh has been devastated! Who will sympathize with her?’ Where will I find comforters for you?



^ par. 7 (Jonah 1:3) But Joʹnah got up to run away from Jehovah to Tarʹshish; he went down to Jopʹpa and found a ship going to Tarʹshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarʹshish, away from Jehovah.



^ par. 8 (Ps. 51:5) Look! I was born guilty of error, And my mother conceived me in sin.*

Or “And sinful from the moment my mother conceived me.”


^ par. 9 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 9 (Mark 10:27) Looking straight at them, Jesus said: “With men it is impossible but not so with God, for all things are possible with God.”



^ par. 11 (Lev. 19:4) Do not turn to worthless gods or make for yourselves gods of cast metal. I am Jehovah your God.



^ par. 11 (Jonah 1:4) Then Jehovah hurled a strong wind at the sea, and there was such a violent storm on the sea that the ship was about to be wrecked.



^ par. 12 (Jonah 1:5-7) The mariners were so frightened that each of them began to call on his god for help. And they began throwing the articles of the ship into the sea, to make it lighter. But Joʹnah had gone down into the inner part of the ship,* where he lay down and fell fast asleep. 6 The ship captain approached and said to him: “Why are you sleeping? Get up, call out to your god! Perhaps the true God will show his concern for us, and we will not perish.” 7 Then they said to one another: “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is to blame for this calamity.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell to Joʹnah.

Or “decked vessel.”






^ par. 4 Jonah’s origin in a Galilean town is noteworthy because when referring to Jesus, the Pharisees arrogantly said: “Search and see that no prophet is to be raised up out of Galilee.” (John 7:52) Many translators and researchers suggest that the Pharisees were making a sweeping generalization that no prophet had ever arisen or ever could arise out of lowly Galilee. If so, those men were ignoring history as well as prophecy.—Isa. 9:1, 2.


^ par. 12 The Septuagint stresses the depth of Jonah’s slumber by adding that he snored. However, lest we judge Jonah’s sleep as a sign of indifference on his part, we might recall that sometimes an urge to sleep overcomes those who are very low in spirits. During Jesus’ agonizing hours in the garden of Gethsemane, Peter, James, and John were “slumbering from grief.”—Luke 22:45.






^ (John 7:52) In answer they said to him: “You are not also out of Galʹi·lee, are you? Search and see that no prophet is to be raised up out of Galʹi·lee.”*

A number of ancient and authoritative manuscripts omit from vs. 53 to chapter 8, vs. 11.


^ (Isa. 9:1, 2) However, the gloom will not be as when the land had distress, as in former times when the land of Zebʹu·lun and the land of Naphʹta·li were treated with contempt. But at a later time He will cause it to be honored—the way by the sea, in the region of the Jordan, Galʹi·lee of the nations.  2 The people who were walking in the darkness Have seen a great light. As for those dwelling in the land of deep shadow, Light has shone on them.



^ (Luke 22:45) When he rose from prayer and went to the disciples, he found them slumbering, exhausted from grief.









^ ***sn song 23 Jehovah, Our Strength***


Song 23

Jehovah, Our Strength


(Isaiah 12:2)


1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,

You are our Savior, in you we delight.

We are your Witnesses bearing your news,

Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, our strength and our might,

Your name we make known both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.



2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;

With opened eyes, we now see truth and right.

Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;

Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, our strength and our might,

Your name we make known both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.



3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.

Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.

Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be

Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, our strength and our might,

Your name we make known both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)





^ (Isa. 12:2) Look! God is my salvation. I will trust and feel no dread; For Jah* Jehovah is my strength and my might, And he has become my salvation.”

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (2 Sam. 22:3) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 18:2) Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.















^ (Job 21:1-27:23) Job said in reply:  2 “Listen carefully to what I say; Let this be the consolation you give me.  3 Bear with me while I speak; After I speak, you may then mock me.  4 Is my complaint directed toward a man? If it were, would I* not lose patience?  5 Look at me and stare in amazement; Put your hand over your mouth.  6 When I think about it, I am disturbed, And my whole body shudders.  7 Why do the wicked live on, Grow old, and become wealthy?*  8 Their children are always in their presence, And they get to see their descendants.  9 Their houses are secure, they are free from fear, And God does not punish them with his rod. 10 Their bulls breed without failure; Their cows give birth and do not miscarry. 11 Their boys run outside just like a flock, And their children skip about. 12 They sing accompanied by tambourine and harp And rejoice at the sound of the flute.* 13 They spend their days in contentment And go down peacefully* to the Grave.* 14 But they say to the true God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no desire to know your ways. 15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? What would we gain by being acquainted with him?’ 16 But I know that they do not control their own prosperity. The thinking* of the wicked is far from me. 17 How often is the lamp of the wicked extinguished? How often does disaster come upon them? How often does God deal out destruction to them in his anger? 18 Do they ever become like straw before the wind And like chaff that a storm wind carries away? 19 God will store up a man’s punishment for his own sons. But may God repay him so that he will know it. 20 May his own eyes see his ruin, And may he be the one to drink from the rage of the Almighty. 21 For what does he care about what happens to his house after him If the number of his months is cut short?* 22 Can anyone teach knowledge to God,* When He is the one who judges even the highest ones? 23 One man dies in his full vigor When he is completely carefree and at ease, 24 When his thighs are padded with fat And his bones are strong.* 25 But another man dies deeply distressed,* Never having tasted good things. 26 Together they will lie down in the dust, And maggots will cover both of them. 27 Look! I know exactly what you are thinking And the schemes you devise to wrong me.* 28 For you say, ‘Where is the house of the prominent man, And where is the tent in which the wicked one lived?’ 29 Have you not questioned travelers? Do you not carefully study their observations,* 30 That an evil person is spared on the day of disaster And rescued on the day of fury? 31 Who will confront him about his way, And who will repay him for what he has done? 32 When he is carried to the graveyard, A vigil will be kept over his tomb. 33 The clods of earth of the valley* will be sweet to him, And all mankind follows after him* Like the countless number before him. 34 So why offer me meaningless comfort? There is nothing but deceit in your answers!” 
22 Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?  4 Will he punish you And enter into judgment with you for your reverence?  5 Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.  8 The land belongs to the powerful man, And the favored one dwells in it.  9 But you sent away widows empty-handed, And you crushed the arms of fatherless children.* 10 That is why you are surrounded by traps,* And sudden terrors frighten you; 11 That is why it is so dark that you cannot see, And a flood of water covers you. 12 Is not God in the heights of heaven? And see how high all the stars are. 13 But you have said: ‘What does God really know? Can he judge through thick gloom? 14 Clouds screen him off so that he does not see As he walks about on the vault* of heaven.’ 15 Will you follow the ancient path That wicked men have walked, 16 Men who have been snatched away* before their time, Whose foundation was washed away by a flood?* 17 They were saying to the true God: ‘Leave us alone!’ And ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’ 18 Yet, he is the One who filled their houses with good things. (Such wicked thinking is far from my own.) 19 The righteous will see this and rejoice, And the innocent will mock them and say: 20 ‘Our opponents have been destroyed, And a fire will consume what is left of them.’ 21 Get to know Him, and you will be at peace; Then good things will come your way. 22 Accept the law from his mouth, And keep his sayings in your heart. 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored; If you remove unrighteousness from your tent, 24 If you would throw your gold* into the dust And the gold of Oʹphir into the rocky ravines,* 25 Then the Almighty will become your gold,* And he will be your choicest silver. 26 For then your delight will be in the Almighty, And you will lift up your face to God. 27 You will entreat him, and he will hear you; And your vows you will pay. 28 Whatever you decide to do will succeed, And light will shine upon your path. 29 For you will be humiliated when you speak arrogantly, But he will save the humble.* 30 He will rescue those who are innocent; So if your hands are clean, you will certainly be rescued.” 
23 Job said in reply:  2 “Even today I will complain stubbornly;* My strength is exhausted because of my sighing.  3 If only I knew where to find God! I would go to his place of dwelling.  4 I would present my case before him And fill my mouth with arguments;  5 I would learn how he would answer me And take note of what he says to me.  6 Would he contend with me using his great power? No, surely he would give me a hearing.  7 There the upright one could set matters straight with him, And I would be acquitted once and for all by my Judge.  8 But if I go east, he is not there; And I return and I cannot find him.  9 When he is working on the left, I cannot look upon him; Then he turns to the right, but I still do not see him. 10 But he knows the path I have taken. After he has tested me, I will come out as pure gold. 11 My feet have closely followed his footsteps; I have kept to his way without deviating. 12 I have not departed from the commandment of his lips. I have treasured up his sayings even more than what was required of me.* 13 When he is determined, who can resist him? When he* wants to do something, he does it. 14 For he will carry out completely what has been determined* for me, And he has many such things in store. 15 That is why I am anxious because of him; When I think about him, my fear grows. 16 God has made me fainthearted, And the Almighty has made me afraid. 17 But I have not yet been silenced by the darkness Nor by the gloom that has covered my face. 
24 “Why does the Almighty not set a time? Why do those who know him not see his day?*  2 People move boundary markers; They carry off flocks for their own pasture.  3 They drive away the donkey of fatherless children And seize the widow’s bull as security for a loan.*  4 They force the poor off the road; The helpless of the earth must hide from them.  5 The poor forage for food like wild donkeys in the wilderness; They seek food in the desert for their children.  6 They must harvest in another’s field* And glean from the vineyard of the wicked.  7 They spend the night naked, without clothing; They have no covering for the cold.  8 They are drenched by the mountain rains; They cling to the rocks for lack of shelter.  9 The fatherless child is snatched away from the breast; And the garments of the poor are taken as security for a loan, 10 Forcing them to go about naked, without clothing, And hungry, as they carry the sheaves of grain. 11 They toil among the terrace walls in the heat of the day;* They tread the winepresses, yet they go thirsty. 12 The dying keep groaning in the city; The fatally wounded* cry for help, But God does not regard this as improper.* 13 There are those who rebel against light; They do not recognize its ways, And they do not follow its paths. 14 The murderer rises at daybreak; He slays the helpless and the poor, While at night he engages in theft. 15 The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, Saying, ‘No one will see me!’ And he covers his face. 16 In the darkness they break into* houses; By day they shut themselves in. They are strangers to the light. 17 For morning is the same as deep darkness for them; They are familiar with the terrors of deep darkness. 18 But they are swiftly carried away by the waters.* Their portion of the land will be cursed. They will not return to their vineyards. 19 Just as drought and heat take away the melted snow, The Grave* takes away those who have sinned! 20 His mother* will forget him; the maggot will feast on him. He will be remembered no more. And unrighteousness will be broken just like a tree. 21 He preys on the barren woman, And mistreats the widow. 22 God* will use his strength to do away with the powerful; Though they may rise up, they have no assurance of life. 23 God* lets them become confident and secure, But his eyes are on everything they do.* 24 They are exalted for a little while, then they are no more. They are brought low and gathered like everyone else; They are cut off like heads of grain. 25 Now who can prove me a liar Or refute my word?” 
25 Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “Rulership and fearsome might are his; He establishes peace in heaven.*  3 Can his troops be numbered? Upon whom does his light not rise?  4 So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*  5 Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,  6 How much less so mortal man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm!” 
26 Job said in reply:  2 “How you have helped the one with no power! How you have saved the arm that has no strength!  3 What great advice you have given to the one lacking wisdom! How freely* you have revealed your practical wisdom!*  4 To whom are you trying to speak, And who inspired you to say such things?*  5 Those who are powerless in death tremble; They are even lower than the waters and their inhabitants.  6 The Grave* is naked in front of God,* And the place of destruction* lies uncovered.  7 He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;  8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds, So that the clouds do not burst under their weight;  9 He shuts off the view of his throne, Spreading out his cloud over it. 10 He marks out the horizon* on the surface of the waters; He makes a boundary between light and darkness. 11 The very pillars of heaven shake; They are stunned by his rebuke. 12 He stirs up the sea with his power, And by his understanding he breaks the sea monster* to pieces. 13 With his breath* he makes the skies clear; His hand pierces the elusive* serpent. 14 Look! These are just the fringes of his ways; Only a faint whisper has been heard of him! So who can understand his mighty thunder?” 
27 Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “As surely as God lives, who has deprived me of justice, As the Almighty lives, who has made me* bitter,  3 As long as my breath is within me And spirit from God is in my nostrils,  4 My lips will not speak unrighteousness; Nor will my tongue mutter deceit!  5 It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!  6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let it go; My heart will not condemn* me as long as I live.*  7 May my enemy become like the wicked, Those assaulting me like the unrighteous.  8 For what hope does the godless man* have when he is destroyed, When God takes away his life?*  9 Will God hear his outcry When distress comes upon him? 10 Or will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call on God at all times? 11 I will teach you about the power* of God; I will not hide anything about the Almighty. 12 Look! If you have all seen visions, Why are your speeches completely empty? 13 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that tyrants receive from the Almighty. 14 If his sons become many, they will fall by the sword, And his descendants will not have enough food. 15 Those who survive him will be buried by the plague, And their widows will not weep for them. 16 Even if he piles up silver like the dust And stores up fine clothing like the clay, 17 Though he may gather it, The righteous man will wear it, And the innocent will divide up his silver. 18 The house he builds is as fragile as a moth’s cocoon, Like a shelter made by a watchman. 19 He will go to bed rich but will gather nothing; When he opens his eyes, nothing will be there. 20 Terror overtakes him like a flood; A storm snatches him away by night. 21 An east wind will carry him off, and he will be gone; It sweeps him away from his place. 22 It will hurl itself at him without pity As he desperately tries to flee from its force. 23 It claps its hands at him And whistles at him from its place.*

Lit., “my spirit.”
Or “powerful.”
Or “pipe.”
Or “in a moment,” that is, a quick and painless death.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “advice; scheming.”
Or “cut in two.”
Or “teach God anything.”
Lit., “the marrow of his bones is moist.”
Or “with a bitter soul.”
Or possibly, “to act violently against me.”
Lit., “signs.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “And he will drag all mankind after him.”
Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”
Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”
Or “of orphans.”
Lit., “bird traps.”
Or “circle.”
Or “whose lives were cut short.”
Lit., “river.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “wadis.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “the one with downcast eyes.”
Or “my complaint is rebellious.”
Or “prescribed for me.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “prescribed.”
That is, his day of judgment.
Or “as a pledge.”
Or possibly, “harvest fodder in the field.”
Or possibly, “they press out oil among the terrace walls.”
Or “souls of the wounded.”
Or possibly, “God charges no one with wrong.”
Lit., “dig into.”
Lit., “He is swift on the surface of the waters.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “The womb.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “on their ways.”
Lit., “in his heights.”
Or “pure.”
Or “abundantly.”
Or “common sense.”
Lit., “And whose breath (spirit) has come out from you?”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “him.”
Or “And Abaddon.”
Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”
Lit., “a circle.”
Lit., “Rahab.”
Or “wind.”
Or “gliding.”
Lit., “proverb.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”
Or “taunt.”
Or “for any of my days.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “by the hand.”
Or possibly, “They clap their hands at him and whistle at him from their place.”








^ (Job 28:1-32:22) “There is a place to mine silver And a place for gold that they refine;  2 Iron is taken from the ground, And copper is smelted* from rocks.  3 Man conquers the darkness; He probes to the limit in the gloom and darkness, Searching for ore.*  4 He sinks a shaft far from where people reside, In forgotten places, far from where people walk; Some men descend and swing suspended.  5 Food grows on top of the earth; But below, there is an upheaval as if by fire.*  6 There in the stones is sapphire, And the dust contains gold.  7 No bird of prey knows the path to it; The eye of a black kite has not seen it.  8 No majestic beasts have trodden on it; The young lion has not prowled there.  9 Man strikes the flinty rock with his hand; He overturns the mountains at their foundation. 10 He cuts water channels in the rock; His eyes spot every precious thing. 11 He dams up the sources of rivers And brings what was hidden to the light. 12 But wisdom—where can it be found, And where is the source of understanding? 13 No man recognizes its value, And it cannot be found in the land of the living. 14 The deep waters say, ‘It is not in me!’ And the sea says, ‘It is not with me!’ 15 It cannot be bought with pure gold; Nor can silver be weighed out in exchange for it. 16 It cannot be bought with gold of Oʹphir Nor with rare onyx and sapphire. 17 Gold and glass cannot be compared to it; Nor can a vessel of fine* gold be exchanged for it. 18 Coral and crystal are not worthy of mention, For a bagful of wisdom is worth more than one full of pearls. 19 The topaz of Cush cannot be compared to it; It cannot be purchased even with pure gold. 20 But from where does wisdom come, And where is the source of understanding? 21 It has been hidden from the eyes of every living thing And concealed from the birds of the heavens. 22 Destruction and death say, ‘Our ears have heard only a report of it.’ 23 God understands the way to find it; He alone knows where it resides, 24 For he looks to the ends of the earth, And he sees everything under the heavens. 25 When he set the force* of the wind And measured out the waters, 26 When he made a regulation for the rain And a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 27 Then he saw wisdom and explained it; He established and tested it. 28 And he said to man: ‘Look! The fear of Jehovah—that is wisdom, And to turn away from bad is understanding.’” 
29 Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “If only I were in the months gone by, In the days when God was watching over me,  3 When he caused his lamp to shine upon my head, When I walked through darkness by his light,  4 When I was in* my prime, When God’s friendship was felt in my tent,  5 When the Almighty was still with me, When my children* were all around me,  6 When my steps were awash in butter, And the rocks poured out streams of oil for me.  7 When I used to go out to the city gate And take my seat in the public square,  8 The young men would see me and step aside,* And even the old men would rise and remain standing.  9 Princes refrained from speaking; They would put their hand over their mouth. 10 The voices of the prominent men were silenced; Their tongue was stuck to the roof of their mouth. 11 Whoever heard me would speak well of me, And those who saw me would testify for me. 12 For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban. 15 I became eyes to the blind And feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the poor; I would investigate the legal case of those I did not know. 17 I would break the jaws of the wrongdoer And tear the prey away from his teeth. 18 I used to say, ‘I will die in my own home,* And my days will be as numerous as the grains of sand. 19 My roots will spread out into the waters, And dew will stay all night on my branches. 20 My glory is constantly renewed, And the bow in my hand will keep shooting.’ 21 People would listen expectantly, Waiting in silence for my advice. 22 After I had spoken, they had nothing more to say; My words would fall gently* on their ears. 23 They waited for me as for the rain; They opened their mouth wide as for the spring rain. 24 When I smiled at them, they could hardly believe it; The light of my face would reassure them.* 25 I gave them direction as their head, And I lived like a king among his troops, Like one who comforts the mourners. 
30 “Now they laugh at me —Men younger than I am, Whose fathers I would have refused To put with the dogs that guarded my flock.  2 Of what use was the power of their hands to me? Their vigor has perished.  3 They are worn out from want and hunger; They gnaw at the parched ground That was already ruined and desolated.  4 They gather the salt herb from the bushes; Their food is the root of broom trees.  5 They are driven out of the community; People shout at them as they would at a thief.  6 They live on the slopes of ravines,* In holes in the ground and in the rocks.  7 From the bushes they cry out And huddle together among the nettles.  8 As sons of the senseless and the nameless ones, They have been driven* out of the land.  9 But now they mock me even in their songs; I have become an object of scorn* to them. 10 They detest me and keep their distance from me; They do not hesitate to spit in my face. 11 Because God has disarmed me* and humbled me, They throw off all restraint* in my presence. 12 On my right they rise up like a mob; They put me to flight And put up barriers of destruction in my path. 13 They tear up my roadways And make my calamity worse, Without anyone to stop them.* 14 They come as if through a wide breach in the wall; They roll in amid the devastation. 15 Terror overwhelms me; My dignity is driven away like the wind, And my salvation vanishes like a cloud. 16 Now my life* ebbs from me; Days of affliction take hold of me. 17 Aching pierces my bones* at night; The gnawing pain never stops. 18 With great force my garment is disfigured;* Like the collar of my garment, it chokes me. 19 God has thrown me down into the mud; I am reduced to dust and ashes. 20 I cry to you for help, but you do not answer me; I stand up, but you just look at me. 21 You have cruelly turned against me; With the full might of your hand, you assault me. 22 You pick me up and carry me off with the wind; Then you toss me about in the storm.* 23 For I know that you will bring me down to death, To the house where everyone living will meet. 24 But no one would strike at a broken man* As he cries for help during his time of disaster. 25 Have I not wept for those who have fallen on hard times?* Have I* not grieved for the poor? 26 Although I hoped for good, bad came; I expected the light, but darkness came. 27 The churning inside me did not stop; Days of affliction confronted me. 28 I walk about gloomy; there is no sunlight. In the assembly, I rise and cry for help. 29 I have become a brother to jackals And a companion to the daughters of the ostrich. 30 My skin has blackened and fallen off; My bones burn from the heat.* 31 My harp is used only for mourning, And my flute* for the sound of weeping. 
31 “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?  2 What, then, would be my share from God above, What inheritance from the Almighty on high?  3 Does not disaster await the wrongdoer And calamity those doing what is harmful?  4 Does he not see my ways And count all my steps?  5 Have I ever walked in untruth?* Has my foot hurried to deceive?  6 Let God weigh me with accurate scales; Then he will recognize my integrity.  7 If my footsteps deviate from the way Or my heart has followed after my eyes Or my hands have been defiled,  8 Then let me sow seed and someone else eat, And let what I plant be uprooted.*  9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman And I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door, 10 Then let my wife grind grain for another man, And let other men have sexual relations with her.* 11 For that would be shameful conduct, An error deserving punishment by the judges. 12 It would be a fire that would devour and destroy,* Consuming even the roots of* all my produce. 13 If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting? 15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?* 16 If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired; 26 If I saw the sun* shining Or the moon moving in its splendor; 27 And my heart was secretly enticed, And my mouth kissed my hand in worship of them; 28 Then that would be an error deserving punishment by the judges, For I would have denied the true God above. 29 Have I ever rejoiced over the destruction of my enemy Or gloated because evil befell him? 30 I never allowed my mouth to sin By asking for his life* in an oath. 31 Have the men of my tent not said, ‘Who can find anyone who has not been satisfied with his food?’* 32 No stranger* had to spend the night outside; I opened my doors to the traveler. 33 Have I ever tried to cover over my transgressions, like other men, By hiding my error in the pocket of my garment? 34 Have I been in fear of the reaction of the multitude, Or have I been terrified by the contempt of other families, Making me silent and afraid to go outside? 35 If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document! 36 I would carry it on my shoulder, And I would bind it around my head like a crown. 37 I would give him an accounting for every step I took; I would approach him confidently, like a prince. 38 If my own ground would cry out against me And its furrows would weep together; 39 If I have eaten its fruitage without payment, Or if I have caused its owners* to despair; 40 Then let thorns sprout for me instead of wheat And foul-smelling weeds instead of barley.” The words of Job end here. 
32 So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God. 3 He was also very angry with Job’s three companions because they could not find an answer but had declared God wicked. 4 E·liʹhu had been waiting to respond to Job, because they were older than he was. 5 When E·liʹhu saw that the three men had nothing to say in answer, his anger flared up. 6 So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.  7 I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’  8 But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right. 10 So I say, ‘Listen to me, And I will also tell you what I know.’ 11 Look! I have waited for your words; I kept listening to your reasoning As you searched for things to say. 12 I paid close attention to you, But none of you could prove Job wrong* Or answer his arguments. 13 So do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; It is God who refutes him, not a man.’ 14 He did not direct his words against me, So I will not reply to him with your arguments. 15 They are dismayed, they have no more answers; They have nothing left to say. 16 I have waited, but they do not continue speaking; They just stand there, with no further answer. 17 So I too will give an answer; I too will tell what I know, 18 For I am full of words; The spirit within me compels me. 19 My insides are like wine that has no vent, Like new wineskins ready to burst. 20 Let me speak so that I can find relief! I will open my lips and give an answer. 21 I will not show partiality to anyone; Nor will I flatter* any human, 22 For I do not know how to flatter; If I did, my Maker would quickly do away with me.

Lit., “poured.”
Lit., “stone.”
Apparently a reference to mining operations.
Or “refined.”
Lit., “weight.”
Lit., “proverb.”
Lit., “in the days of.”
Or “attendants.”
Lit., “hide themselves.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”
Lit., “in my nest.”
Lit., “would drip.”
Or possibly, “They did not darken the light of my face.”
Or “wadis.”
Lit., “scourged.”
Lit., “a proverb; a byword.”
Lit., “loosened my bowstring.”
Or “They cast off the bridle.”
Or possibly, “Without anyone helping them.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “My bones are bored through.”
Or possibly, “The severity of my affliction disfigures me.”
Or possibly, “dissolve me with a crash.”
Lit., “a heap of ruins.”
Or “who are having a hard day?”
Or “Has my soul.”
Or possibly, “fever.”
Or “pipe.”
Or possibly, “with men of untruth?”
Or “let my descendants be rooted out.”
Lit., “let other men kneel down over her.”
Lit., “eat (devour) to destruction.”
Or “Uprooting.”
Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”
Lit., “in the womb.”
Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “meat.”
Or “foreign resident.”
Or “Here is my signature.”
Or “the soul of its owners.”
Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”
Lit., “small in days.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “Many days alone do not.”
Or “reprove Job.”
Or “confer an honorary title to.”


^ (Job 30:24-31:14) But no one would strike at a broken man* As he cries for help during his time of disaster. 25 Have I not wept for those who have fallen on hard times?* Have I* not grieved for the poor? 26 Although I hoped for good, bad came; I expected the light, but darkness came. 27 The churning inside me did not stop; Days of affliction confronted me. 28 I walk about gloomy; there is no sunlight. In the assembly, I rise and cry for help. 29 I have become a brother to jackals And a companion to the daughters of the ostrich. 30 My skin has blackened and fallen off; My bones burn from the heat.* 31 My harp is used only for mourning, And my flute* for the sound of weeping. 
31 “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?  2 What, then, would be my share from God above, What inheritance from the Almighty on high?  3 Does not disaster await the wrongdoer And calamity those doing what is harmful?  4 Does he not see my ways And count all my steps?  5 Have I ever walked in untruth?* Has my foot hurried to deceive?  6 Let God weigh me with accurate scales; Then he will recognize my integrity.  7 If my footsteps deviate from the way Or my heart has followed after my eyes Or my hands have been defiled,  8 Then let me sow seed and someone else eat, And let what I plant be uprooted.*  9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman And I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door, 10 Then let my wife grind grain for another man, And let other men have sexual relations with her.* 11 For that would be shameful conduct, An error deserving punishment by the judges. 12 It would be a fire that would devour and destroy,* Consuming even the roots of* all my produce. 13 If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting?

Lit., “a heap of ruins.”
Or “who are having a hard day?”
Or “Has my soul.”
Or possibly, “fever.”
Or “pipe.”
Or possibly, “with men of untruth?”
Or “let my descendants be rooted out.”
Lit., “let other men kneel down over her.”
Lit., “eat (devour) to destruction.”
Or “Uprooting.”
Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”





^ ***sn song 17 Forward, You Witnesses!***


Song 17

Forward, You Witnesses!


(Luke 16:16)


1. Firm and determined in this time of the end,

Prepared are God’s servants the good news to defend.

Though Satan against us has vaunted,

In our God’s strength we move ahead undaunted.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.



2. Soldiers of Jah do not seek a life of ease;

The world and its rulers we do not try to please.

Unspotted at all times remaining,

Our integrity we shall keep maintaining.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.



3. God’s Kingdom hope has been mocked and pushed aside;

His great name is slandered, its holiness denied.

Let’s share in its sanctification,

And proclaim it to ev’ry tribe and nation.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.





(See also Phil. 1:7; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4; Jas. 1:27.)





^ (Luke 16:16) “The Law and the Prophets were until John. From then on, the Kingdom of God is being declared as good news, and every sort of person is pressing forward toward it.



^ (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.



^ (2 Tim. 2:3, 4) As a fine soldier of Christ Jesus, take your part in suffering adversity. 4 No man serving as a soldier involves himself* in the commercial businesses* of life, in order to gain the approval of the one who enrolled him as a soldier.

Lit., “gets entangled.”
Or possibly, “the everyday activities.”


^ (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “religion.”








^ ***w15 6/15 p. 16 We Can Remain Chaste***


13. Why do we need to ‘make a covenant with our eyes,’ and what does that involve?

13 In order to combat immoral fantasies, we need to ‘make a covenant with our eyes,’ as did faithful Job. (Job 31:1, 7, 9) We must solemnly decide to control our eyes and not allow them to gaze with immoral lust at another person. That would include averting our gaze from sexually charged images, be they on a computer screen, a billboard, a magazine cover, or anywhere else.





^ par. 13 (Job 31:1) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?



^ par. 13 (Job 31:7) If my footsteps deviate from the way Or my heart has followed after my eyes Or my hands have been defiled,



^ par. 13 (Job 31:9) If my heart has been enticed by a woman And I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door,









^ ***w15 1/15 p. 25 Let Jehovah Fortify and Safeguard Your Marriage***


PUT ON THE NEW PERSONALITY

10. What moral protection does the new personality provide?

10 Because the new personality is “created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty,” it is a vital part of a married couple’s spiritual fortification. (Eph. 4:24) Those who put on this new personality “deaden” their body members “as respects sexual immorality, uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness.” (Read Colossians 3:5, 6.) The word “deaden” indicates that we must take strong measures to fight against immoral fleshly desires. We will avoid anything that might arouse in us sexual desire for someone other than our mate. (Job 31:1) As we conform our lives to God’s will, we learn to “abhor what is wicked” and “cling to what is good.”—Rom. 12:2, 9.





^ par. 10 (Eph. 4:24) and should put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.



^ par. 10 (Col. 3:5, 6) Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality,* uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of those things the wrath of God is coming.

Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.


^ par. 10 (Job 31:1) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?



^ par. 10 (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things,* but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Or “this age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 10 (Rom. 12:9) Let your love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is wicked; cling to what is good.









^ ***w10 11/15 p. 30 We Shall Walk in Our Integrity!***

Be Exemplary in Dealing With Others

 8. How did Job treat others?

8 To maintain our integrity, we need to be like Job, who was just, humble, and considerate of others. He said: “If I used to refuse the judgment of my slave man or of my slave girl in their case at law with me, then what can I do when God rises up? And when he calls for an accounting, what can I answer him? Did not the One making me in the belly make him, and did not just One proceed to prepare us in the womb?”—Job 31:13-15.

 9. What qualities did Job display in dealing with his servants, and how should we act in this regard?

9 Apparently, there was no complicated procedure for handling legal cases in Job’s day. Cases were conducted in an orderly way, and courts were available even to slaves. Job was just and merciful in dealing with his servants. If we are to walk in our integrity, we must display such qualities, especially if we serve as elders in the Christian congregation.



^ par. 8 (Job 31:13-15) If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting? 15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?*

Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”
Lit., “in the womb.”








^ ***w10 11/15 p. 30 We Shall Walk in Our Integrity!***

Be Generous, Not Covetous

10, 11. (a) How do we know that Job was generous and helpful? (b) Job 31:16-25 may remind us of what later Scriptural counsel?

10 Job was generous and helpful, not selfish and covetous. He said: “If . . . the eyes of the widow I would cause to fail, and I used to eat my morsel by myself, while the fatherless boy did not eat from it . . . If I used to see anyone perishing from having no garment . . . If I waved my hand to and fro against the fatherless boy, when I would see need of my assistance in the gate, let my own shoulder blade fall from its shoulder, and let my own arm be broken from its upper bone.” And Job would not have kept his integrity if he had said to gold: “You are my trust!”—Job 31:16-25.

11 Such poetic expressions may remind us of these words of the disciple James: “The form of worship that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.” (Jas. 1:27) We may also recall Jesus’ warning: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of covetousness, because even when a person has an abundance his life does not result from the things he possesses.” Jesus then gave an illustration about a covetous rich man who died as one “not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:15-21) To be integrity keepers, we must not succumb to sinful covetousness or greed. Covetousness is idolatry because the object of a greedy person’s craving diverts attention from Jehovah and thus becomes an idol. (Col. 3:5) Integrity and greed do not mix!



^ (Job 31:16-25) If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired;

Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”


^ par. 10 (Job 31:16-25) If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired;

Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”


^ par. 11 (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “religion.”


^ par. 11 (Luke 12:15-21) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed,* because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.” 16 With that he told them an illustration, saying: “The land of a rich man produced well. 17 So he began reasoning within himself, ‘What should I do now that I have nowhere to gather my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my storehouses and build bigger ones, and there I will gather all my grain and all my goods, 19 and I will say to myself:* “You* have many good things stored up for many years; take it easy, eat, drink, enjoy yourself.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Unreasonable one, this night they are demanding your life* from you. Who, then, is to have the things you stored up?’ 21 So it goes with the man who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich toward God.”

Or “covetousness.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “Soul, you.”
Or “soul.”


^ par. 11 (Col. 3:5) Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality,* uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness, which is idolatry.

Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.








^ ***w15 7/1 p. 12 Can We Really Please God?***


Job suffered a series of personal hardships that seemed unfair. He got the wrong idea, concluding that God did not care whether he kept his faith in Him or not. (Job 9:20-22) Job was so convinced of his own righteousness that to others it sounded as though he were proclaiming himself more righteous than God.—Job 32:1, 2; 35:1, 2.





^ (Job 9:20-22) If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’

Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”


^ (Job 32:1, 2) So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”


^ (Job 35:1, 2) E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?









^ ***it-1 p. 606 Declare Righteous***

Attempts at Proving Oneself Righteous. Since God alone can declare a man righteous, attempts to prove oneself righteous on the basis of one’s own merit or by acceptance of the judgment of others as to one’s righteousness are of no value. Job was reproved because, though not charging God with any wrong, he was “declaring his own soul righteous rather than God.” (Job 32:1, 2) The man versed in the Law who questioned Jesus about the way to everlasting life was indirectly reproved by Jesus for his attempt to prove himself righteous. (Lu 10:25-37) Jesus condemned the Pharisees for seeking to declare themselves righteous before men. (Lu 16:15) The apostle Paul, in particular, showed that, because of the imperfect, sinful state of all mankind, none could be declared righteous through trying to establish their own righteousness by works of the Mosaic Law. (Ro 3:19-24; Ga 3:10-12) Instead, he stressed faith in Christ Jesus as the true basis for such declaration of righteousness. (Ro 10:3, 4) The inspired letter of James complements Paul’s statement by showing that such faith must be made to live, not by works of Law, but by works of faith, as in the cases of Abraham and Rahab.—Jas 2:24, 26.



^ (Job 32:1, 2) So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”


^ (Luke 10:25-37) Now look! a man versed in the Law stood up to test him and said: “Teacher, what do I need to do to inherit everlasting life?” 26 He said to him: “What is written in the Law? How do you read?” 27 In answer he said: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole strength and with your whole mind’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 He said to him: “You answered correctly; keep doing this and you will get life.” 29 But wanting to prove himself righteous, the man said to Jesus: “Who really is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jerʹi·cho and fell victim to robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went off, leaving him half-dead. 31 Now by coincidence a priest was going down on that road, but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 32 Likewise, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the opposite side. 33 But a certain Sa·marʹi·tan traveling the road came upon him, and at seeing him, he was moved with pity. 34 So he approached him and bandaged his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them. Then he mounted him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two de·narʹi·i,* gave them to the innkeeper, and said: ‘Take care of him, and whatever you spend besides this, I will repay you when I return.’ 36 Who of these three seems to you to have made himself neighbor to the man who fell victim to the robbers?” 37 He said: “The one who acted mercifully toward him.” Jesus then said to him: “Go and do the same yourself.”

See App. A5.
See Glossary.
See App. B14.


^ (Luke 16:15) So he said to them: “You are those who declare yourselves righteous before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is considered exalted by men is a disgusting thing in God’s sight.



^ (Rom. 3:19-24) Now we know that all the things the Law says, it addresses to those under the Law, so that every mouth may be silenced and all the world may become accountable to God for punishment. 20 Therefore, no one* will be declared righteous before him by works of law, for by law comes the accurate knowledge of sin. 21 But now apart from law God’s righteousness has been revealed, as the Law and the Prophets bear witness, 22 yes, God’s righteousness through the faith in Jesus Christ, for all those having faith. For there is no distinction. 23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and it is as a free gift that they are being declared righteous by his undeserved kindness through the release by the ransom paid by Christ Jesus.

Lit., “flesh.”


^ (Gal. 3:10-12) All those who depend on works of law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not remain in all the things written in the scroll of the Law by doing them.” 11 Moreover, it is evident that by law no one is declared righteous with God, because “the righteous one will live by reason of faith.” 12 Now the Law is not based on faith. Rather, “anyone who does these things will live by means of them.”



^ (Rom. 10:3, 4) For because of not knowing the righteousness of God but seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God. 4 For Christ is the end of the Law, so that everyone exercising faith may have righteousness.



^ (Jas. 2:24) You see that a man is to be declared righteous by works and not by faith alone.



^ (Jas. 2:26) Indeed, just as the body without spirit* is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

Or “breath.”








^ ***w06 3/15 p. 16 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Job***

Lessons for Us:

32:8, 9. Wisdom does not come with age alone. It requires understanding of God’s Word and the guidance of his spirit.



^ par. 1 (Job 32:8, 9) But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right.

Or “Many days alone do not.”








^ ***it-2 p. 549 Older Man***

Like many of Israel’s kings and priests, the “older men” on the whole proved unfaithful in their responsibility to God and the people. (1Ki 21:8-14; Eze 7:26; 14:1-3) Because of losing God’s support, ‘boys would become their princes,’ and the ‘lightly esteemed one would storm against the one to be honored.’ (Isa 3:1-5) Thus, the Hebrew Scriptures emphasize that age alone is not sufficient, that “gray-headedness is a crown of beauty” only when “found in the way of righteousness.” (Pr 16:31) It is not “those merely abundant in days that prove wise, nor those just old that understand judgment,” but those who, along with their experience, are guided by God’s spirit and who have gained understanding of his Word.—Job 32:8, 9; Ps 119:100; Pr 3:5-7; Ec 4:13.



^ (1 Ki. 21:8-14) So she wrote letters in Aʹhab’s name and sealed them with his seal and sent the letters to the elders and the nobles who lived in Naʹboth’s city. 9 She wrote in the letters: “Proclaim a fast, and have Naʹboth sit at the head of the people. 10 And have two good-for-nothing men sit in front of him and testify against him, saying, ‘You have cursed God and the king!’ Then bring him out and stone him to death.” 11 So the men of his city, the elders and the nobles who lived in his city, did just as was written in the letters that Jezʹe·bel sent to them. 12 They proclaimed a fast and had Naʹboth sit at the head of the people. 13 Then two of the good-for-nothing men came in and sat down in front of him and began to testify against Naʹboth in front of the people, saying: “Naʹboth has cursed God and the king!” After that they brought him to the outskirts of the city and stoned him to death. 14 They now sent word to Jezʹe·bel, saying: “Naʹboth has been stoned to death.”



^ (Ezek. 7:26) There will come disaster upon disaster, and one report after another, and people will seek a vision from a prophet, but the law* will perish from a priest and advice* from the elders.

Or “instruction.”
Or “counsel.”


^ (Ezek. 14:1-3) And some of the elders of Israel came and sat down before me. 2 Then the word of Jehovah came to me, saying: 3 “Son of man, these men are determined to follow their disgusting idols,* and they have set up a stumbling block that causes people to sin. Should I let them inquire of me?

The Hebrew term may be related to a word for “dung” and is used as an expression of contempt.


^ (Isa. 3:1-5) For look! the true Lord, Jehovah of armies, Is removing from Jerusalem and Judah every kind of support and supply, All support of bread and water,  2 Mighty man and warrior, Judge and prophet, diviner and elder,  3 Chief of 50, dignitary, and adviser, The expert magician and the skilled charmer.  4 I will make boys their princes, And the unstable* will rule over them.  5 The people will oppress one another, Each one his fellow man. The boy will assault the old man, And the lightly esteemed one will defy the respected one.

Or “fickle.”


^ (Prov. 16:31) Gray hair is a crown of beauty* When it is found in the way of righteousness.

Or “glory.”


^ (Job 32:8, 9) But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right.

Or “Many days alone do not.”


^ (Ps. 119:100) I act with more understanding than older men, Because I observe your orders.



^ (Prov. 3:5-7) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.  7 Do not become wise in your own eyes. Fear Jehovah and turn away from bad.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Eccl. 4:13) Better is a poor but wise child than an old but stupid king, who no longer has enough sense to heed a warning.









^ ***g16 pp. 12-13 Anxiety***


THE BIBLE’S VIEWPOINT

Anxiety


Anxiety has two faces. One is a liability; the other, an asset. The Bible helps us to recognize both kinds.




Is it normal to be anxious?

THE REALITY

 Anxiety involves feelings of uneasiness, nervousness, or worry. Because we live in an uncertain world, bouts of anxiety can overtake any of us.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 King David wrote: “How long will I have anxious concern, with grief in my heart each day?” (Psalm 13:2) What helped David to cope? He poured out his heart to God in prayer, trusting fully in God’s loyal love. (Psalm 13:5; 62:8) In fact, God invites us to unburden ourselves to him. “Throw all your anxiety on [God], because he cares for you,” says 1 Peter 5:7.

Often, though, we can allay anxieties by addressing them in a practical way. For example, when the Bible writer Paul felt “anxiety for all the congregations,” he worked hard to comfort and encourage those for whom he was concerned. (2 Corinthians 11:28) In that respect, his anxiety proved to be an asset, for it moved him to extend needed help. The same can be true of us. The opposite attitude—apathy or indifference—would indicate a lack of loving concern.—Proverbs 17:17.

“Look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.”—Philippians 2:4.



How can you deal with undue anxiety?

THE REALITY

 People may be anxious about past misdeeds, the future, or finances.*

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 Concern about past misdeeds: Before becoming Christians, some people in the first century were drunkards, extortioners, sexually immoral, and thieves. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) Rather than dwell on their past, they changed their ways and trusted in God’s great mercy, which he extends willingly. “With you [God] there is true forgiveness, so that you may be held in awe,” says Psalm 130:4.

Uncertainty about tomorrow: “Never be anxious about the next day,” said Jesus Christ, “for the next day will have its own anxieties.” (Matthew 6:25, 34) His point? Address today’s concerns. Do not compound them by bringing tomorrow’s forward, which can cloud judgment and lead to rash decisions. Also keep in mind that many anxieties may later prove to be unwarranted.

Money worries: A wise man once prayed: “Give me neither poverty nor riches.” (Proverbs 30:8) Instead, he sought contentment—a feeling that merits God’s approval. At Hebrews 13:5, we read: “Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For [God] has said: ‘I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.’” Unlike money, which can—and does—fail, God never fails those who trust in him and lead a simple life.

“I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, nor his children looking for bread.”—Psalm 37:25.



Will we ever be free of anxiety?

WHAT PEOPLE SAY

 “We are entering a new age of anxiety,” said journalist Harriet Green in a 2008 article in The Guardian. In 2014, Patrick O’Connor wrote in The Wall Street Journal that “Americans are registering record levels of anxiety.”

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 “Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down, but a good word cheers it up.” (Proverbs 12:25) An especially “good word” can be found in the good news of God’s Kingdom. (Matthew 24:14) That Kingdom, a government by God, will soon do what we alone could never do—eliminate all anxiety by removing the root causes, including sickness and death! “[God] will wipe out every tear from [our] eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.”—Revelation 21:4.

“May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace by your trusting in him.”—Romans 15:13.





^ par. 10 People suffering from serious anxiety disorders may be wise to consult a doctor. Awake! does not recommend any particular therapy or treatment.






^ (Ps. 13:2) How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?

Or “my soul.”


^ (Ps. 13:5) As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.



^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (2 Cor. 11:28) Besides those things of an external kind, there is what rushes in on me from day to day:* the anxiety for all the congregations.

Or “the daily pressure on me.”


^ (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times, And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^ (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^ (1 Cor. 6:9-11) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral,* idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality,* 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers,* and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 11 And yet that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean; you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our God.

Or “deceived.”
See Glossary, “Sexual immorality.”
Or “men who have sex with men.” Lit., “men who lie with men.”
Or “the verbally abusive.”


^ (Ps. 130:4) For with you there is true forgiveness, So that you may be held in awe.*

Lit., “be feared.”


^ (Matt. 6:25) “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives* as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life* mean more than food and the body than clothing?

Or “souls.”
Or “the soul.”


^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Prov. 30:8) Remove untruth and lies far from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Just let me consume my portion of food,



^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^ (Ps. 37:25) I was once young and now I am old, But I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, Nor his children looking for bread.*

Or “food.”


^ (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Rev. 21:4) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Rom. 15:13) May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace by your trusting in him, so that you may abound* in hope with power of holy spirit.

Or “overflow.”








^ ***g16 pp. 12-13 Anxiety***


THE BIBLE’S VIEWPOINT

Anxiety


Anxiety has two faces. One is a liability; the other, an asset. The Bible helps us to recognize both kinds.




Is it normal to be anxious?

THE REALITY

 Anxiety involves feelings of uneasiness, nervousness, or worry. Because we live in an uncertain world, bouts of anxiety can overtake any of us.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 King David wrote: “How long will I have anxious concern, with grief in my heart each day?” (Psalm 13:2) What helped David to cope? He poured out his heart to God in prayer, trusting fully in God’s loyal love. (Psalm 13:5; 62:8) In fact, God invites us to unburden ourselves to him. “Throw all your anxiety on [God], because he cares for you,” says 1 Peter 5:7.

Often, though, we can allay anxieties by addressing them in a practical way. For example, when the Bible writer Paul felt “anxiety for all the congregations,” he worked hard to comfort and encourage those for whom he was concerned. (2 Corinthians 11:28) In that respect, his anxiety proved to be an asset, for it moved him to extend needed help. The same can be true of us. The opposite attitude—apathy or indifference—would indicate a lack of loving concern.—Proverbs 17:17.

“Look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.”—Philippians 2:4.



How can you deal with undue anxiety?

THE REALITY

 People may be anxious about past misdeeds, the future, or finances.*

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 Concern about past misdeeds: Before becoming Christians, some people in the first century were drunkards, extortioners, sexually immoral, and thieves. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) Rather than dwell on their past, they changed their ways and trusted in God’s great mercy, which he extends willingly. “With you [God] there is true forgiveness, so that you may be held in awe,” says Psalm 130:4.

Uncertainty about tomorrow: “Never be anxious about the next day,” said Jesus Christ, “for the next day will have its own anxieties.” (Matthew 6:25, 34) His point? Address today’s concerns. Do not compound them by bringing tomorrow’s forward, which can cloud judgment and lead to rash decisions. Also keep in mind that many anxieties may later prove to be unwarranted.

Money worries: A wise man once prayed: “Give me neither poverty nor riches.” (Proverbs 30:8) Instead, he sought contentment—a feeling that merits God’s approval. At Hebrews 13:5, we read: “Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For [God] has said: ‘I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.’” Unlike money, which can—and does—fail, God never fails those who trust in him and lead a simple life.

“I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, nor his children looking for bread.”—Psalm 37:25.



Will we ever be free of anxiety?

WHAT PEOPLE SAY

 “We are entering a new age of anxiety,” said journalist Harriet Green in a 2008 article in The Guardian. In 2014, Patrick O’Connor wrote in The Wall Street Journal that “Americans are registering record levels of anxiety.”

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

 “Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down, but a good word cheers it up.” (Proverbs 12:25) An especially “good word” can be found in the good news of God’s Kingdom. (Matthew 24:14) That Kingdom, a government by God, will soon do what we alone could never do—eliminate all anxiety by removing the root causes, including sickness and death! “[God] will wipe out every tear from [our] eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.”—Revelation 21:4.

“May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace by your trusting in him.”—Romans 15:13.





^ par. 10 People suffering from serious anxiety disorders may be wise to consult a doctor. Awake! does not recommend any particular therapy or treatment.






^ (Ps. 13:2) How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?

Or “my soul.”


^ (Ps. 13:5) As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.



^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (2 Cor. 11:28) Besides those things of an external kind, there is what rushes in on me from day to day:* the anxiety for all the congregations.

Or “the daily pressure on me.”


^ (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times, And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^ (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^ (1 Cor. 6:9-11) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral,* idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality,* 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers,* and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 11 And yet that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean; you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our God.

Or “deceived.”
See Glossary, “Sexual immorality.”
Or “men who have sex with men.” Lit., “men who lie with men.”
Or “the verbally abusive.”


^ (Ps. 130:4) For with you there is true forgiveness, So that you may be held in awe.*

Lit., “be feared.”


^ (Matt. 6:25) “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives* as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life* mean more than food and the body than clothing?

Or “souls.”
Or “the soul.”


^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Prov. 30:8) Remove untruth and lies far from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Just let me consume my portion of food,



^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^ (Ps. 37:25) I was once young and now I am old, But I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, Nor his children looking for bread.*

Or “food.”


^ (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Rev. 21:4) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Rom. 15:13) May the God who gives hope fill you with all joy and peace by your trusting in him, so that you may abound* in hope with power of holy spirit.

Or “overflow.”








^ ***bh p. 148 Worship That God Approves***


 8. What is involved in worshipping Jehovah?

8 Those who practice the true religion worship only Jehovah and make his name known. Jesus declared: “It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to him alone you must render sacred service.” (Matthew 4:10) Thus, God’s servants worship no one other than Jehovah. This worship includes letting people know what the name of the true God is and what he is like. Psalm 83:18 states: “You, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.” Jesus set the pattern in helping others to get to know God, as he said in prayer: “I have made your name manifest to the men whom you gave me out of the world.” (John 17:6) Similarly, true worshippers today teach others about God’s name, his purposes, and his qualities.

9, 10. In what ways do true Christians show love for one another?

9 God’s people show genuine, unselfish love for one another. Jesus said: “By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.” (John 13:35) The early Christians had such love for one another. Godly love overcomes racial, social, and national barriers and draws people together in an unbreakable bond of true brotherhood. (Read Colossians 3:14.) Members of false religions do not have such a loving brotherhood. How do we know that? They kill one another because of national or ethnic differences. True Christians do not take up weapons to kill their Christian brothers or anyone else. The Bible states: “The children of God and the children of the Devil are evident by this fact: Whoever does not practice righteousness does not originate with God, nor does the one who does not love his brother. . . . We should love one another; not like Cain, who originated with the wicked one and slaughtered his brother.”—1 John 3:10-12; 4:20, 21.





^ par. 8 (Matt. 4:10) Then Jesus said to him: “Go away, Satan! For it is written: ‘It is Jehovah* your God you must worship, and it is to him alone you must render sacred service.’”

See App. A5.


^ par. 8 (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ par. 8 (John 17:6) “I have made your name manifest* to the men whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have observed* your word.

Or “known.”
Or “obeyed.”


^ par. 9 (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ par. 9 (Col. 3:14) But besides all these things, clothe yourselves with love, for it is a perfect bond of union.



^ par. 9 (1 John 3:10-12) The children of God and the children of the Devil are evident by this fact: Whoever does not practice righteousness does not originate with God, nor does the one who does not love his brother. 11 For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another; 12 not like Cain, who originated with the wicked one and slaughtered his brother. And for what reason did he slaughter him? Because his own works were wicked, but those of his brother were righteous.



^ par. 9 (1 John 4:20, 21) If anyone says, “I love God,” and yet is hating his brother, he is a liar. For the one who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. 21 And we have this commandment from him, that whoever loves God must also love his brother.









^ ***sn song 115 Making Our Way Successful***


Song 115

Making Our Way Successful


(Joshua 1:8)


1. We delight in Jehovah’s Word.

May we read it each day.

Sound each thought in an undertone;

Meditate and obey.

May it guide ev’ry step we take,

Ev’ry thought we express.

(CHORUS)

Read and meditate, then obey.

This Jehovah will bless.

Walk with him each and ev’ry day.

Find the way to success.



2. When the kings ruled in Israel,

They received this command:

‘Ev’ry king for himself must write

God’s Law in his own hand.

He must read in it all his days,

That he may not transgress.’

(CHORUS)

Read and meditate, then obey.

This Jehovah will bless.

Walk with him each and ev’ry day.

Find the way to success.



3. As we feed on God’s Word each day,

Hope and comfort we find.

Calm descends on our troubled hearts;

Faith in Him is refined.

When we truly embrace his Word,

We mature and progress.

(CHORUS)

Read and meditate, then obey.

This Jehovah will bless.

Walk with him each and ev’ry day.

Find the way to success.





(See also Deut. 17:18; 1 Ki. 2:3, 4; Ps. 119:1; Jer. 7:23.)





^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Deut. 17:18) When he takes his seat on the throne of his kingdom, he must write for himself in a book* a copy of this Law, taken from the one kept by the Levitical priests.

Or “a scroll.”


^ (1 Ki. 2:3, 4) You must keep your obligation to Jehovah your God by walking in his ways and by observing his statutes, his commandments, his judgments, and his reminders as they are written in the Law of Moses; then you will succeed* in everything you do and everywhere you turn. 4 And Jehovah will carry out his promise that he made concerning me: ‘If your sons pay attention to their way by walking faithfully before me with all their heart and soul,* there will never fail to be a man of your line* sitting on the throne of Israel.’

Or “act wisely.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “will not be cut off from you a man.”


^ (Ps. 119:1) Happy are those who are blameless* in their way, Who walk in the law of Jehovah.

Or “who keep integrity.”


^ (Jer. 7:23) But I did give them this command: “Obey my voice, and I will become your God, and you will become my people. You must walk in all the way that I command, so that it may go well with you.”’









^ ***ia pp. 111-114 He Learned From His Mistakes***


13. (a) What did Jonah confess to the sailors? (b) What did Jonah urge the sailors to do, and why?

13 Jonah told the sailors everything. He was a servant of the almighty God, Jehovah. This was the God he was running from and had offended, putting them all in this terrible danger. The men were aghast; Jonah could see the terror in their eyes. They asked him what they should do to him in order to save the ship and their lives. What did he say? Jonah may have shuddered to think of himself drowning in that cold, wild sea. But how could he send all these men to such a death when he knew he could save them? So he urged them: “Lift me up and hurl me into the sea, and the sea will become still for you; because I am aware that it is on my account that this great tempest is upon you.”—Jonah 1:12.

14, 15. (a) How can we imitate Jonah’s faith at its best? (b) How did the sailors respond to Jonah’s request?

14 Hardly the words of a coward, are they? It must have warmed Jehovah’s heart to see Jonah’s brave, self-sacrificing spirit in that dire moment. Here we see Jonah’s faith at its best. We can imitate it today by putting the welfare of others ahead of our own. (John 13:34, 35) When we see someone in need, whether physically, emotionally, or spiritually, do we give of ourselves in order to help out? How we please Jehovah when we do so!

15 Perhaps the sailors were moved too, for at first they refused to comply! Instead, they did everything they could to work their way through the storm—but to no avail. The tempest only grew worse. Finally, they saw that they had no choice. Calling out to Jonah’s God, Jehovah, to show them mercy, they lifted the man up and hurled him over the side, into the sea.—Jonah 1:13-15.

Jonah Finds Mercy and Deliverance

16, 17. Describe what happened to Jonah when he was thrown from the ship. (See also the pictures.)

16 Jonah plummeted into the raging waves. Perhaps he struggled, floundering a bit, and saw amid a chaos of foam and spray that the ship was swiftly moving away. But the mighty breakers crashed over him and forced him under. He sank down and down, sensing that all hope was gone.

17 Jonah later described how he felt at this time. Fleeting images crossed his mind. He thought with sadness that he would never again see the beautiful temple of Jehovah in Jerusalem. He had the sensation of descending to the very depths of the sea, near the roots of the mountains, where seaweed entangled him. This, it seemed, was to be his pit, his grave.—Read Jonah 2:2-6.

18, 19. What happened to Jonah in the depths of the sea, what kind of creature was involved, and who was behind these events? (See also footnote.)

18 But wait! There was something moving nearby—an immense, dark shape, a living thing. Looming close, it darted at him. A great maw opened over him, engulfed him, swallowed him down!

19 This must be the end. Yet, Jonah sensed something astounding. He was still alive! He was neither crushed, nor digested, nor even suffocated. No, the breath of life was still in him, though he was in what should rightly be his grave. Slowly, Jonah became filled with awe. Without a doubt, it was his God, Jehovah, who had “appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah.”*—Jonah 1:17.

20. What can we learn about Jonah from the prayer he uttered inside the great fish?

20 Minutes passed, stretching into hours. There, in the deepest darkness he had ever known, Jonah composed his thoughts and prayed to Jehovah God. His prayer, recorded fully in the second chapter of Jonah, is revealing. It shows that Jonah had extensive knowledge of the Scriptures, for it often refers to the Psalms. It also shows a heartwarming quality: gratitude. Jonah concluded: “As for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation belongs to Jehovah.”—Jonah 2:9.

21. What did Jonah learn about salvation, and what valuable lesson may we remember?

21 There, in the unlikeliest of places—the “inward parts of the fish”—Jonah learned that salvation is something that Jehovah can bring to anyone, anywhere, anytime. Even there, Jehovah found and saved his troubled servant. (Jonah 1:17) Only Jehovah could keep a man alive and well for three days and three nights in the belly of a great fish. It is good for us to remember today that Jehovah is “the God in whose hand your breath is.” (Dan. 5:23) We owe our every breath, our very existence, to him. Are we grateful? Do we not, then, owe Jehovah our obedience?

22, 23. (a) How was Jonah’s gratitude soon put to the test? (b) What can we learn from Jonah when it comes to the mistakes we make?

22 What about Jonah? Did he learn to show his gratitude to Jehovah through obedience? He did. After three days and three nights, the fish brought Jonah right to the shore and “vomited out Jonah onto the dry land.” (Jonah 2:10) Imagine—after all that, Jonah did not even have to swim ashore! Of course, he did have to find his way from that beach, wherever it was. Before long, though, his spirit of gratitude was put to the test. Jonah 3:1, 2, says: “Then the word of Jehovah occurred to Jonah the second time, saying: ‘Get up, go to Nineveh the great city, and proclaim to her the proclamation that I am speaking to you.’” What would Jonah do?

23 Jonah did not hesitate. We read: “At that, Jonah got up and went to Nineveh in accord with the word of Jehovah.” (Jonah 3:3) Yes, he obeyed. Clearly, he had learned from his mistakes. In this too we need to imitate Jonah’s faith. We all sin; we all make mistakes. (Rom. 3:23) But do we give up, or do we learn from our mistakes and turn to a course of obedient service to God?

24, 25. (a) Jonah eventually received what reward in his own lifetime? (b) What rewards await Jonah in the future?

24 Did Jehovah reward Jonah for his obedience? Indeed he did. For one thing, it seems that Jonah eventually learned that those sailors had survived. The storm abated immediately after Jonah’s self-sacrificing act, and those mariners “began to fear Jehovah greatly” and made a sacrifice to him instead of to their false gods.—Jonah 1:15, 16.

25 An even greater reward came much later. Jesus used Jonah’s time in the huge fish as a prophetic picture of his own time in the grave, or Sheol. (Read Matthew 12:38-40.) How thrilled Jonah will be to learn of that blessing when he is resurrected to life on the earth! (John 5:28, 29) Jehovah wants to bless you too. Like Jonah, will you learn from your mistakes and display an obedient, selfless spirit?





^ par. 13 (Jonah 1:12) He replied: “Lift me up and throw me into the sea, and the sea will calm down for you; for I know that it is because of me that this violent storm has come upon you.”



^ par. 14 (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ par. 15 (Jonah 1:13-15) However, the men rowed hard* to bring the ship back to dry land, but they could not, because the sea grew more and more stormy around them. 14 Then they called out to Jehovah and said: “Ah, now, O Jehovah, please, may we not perish because of this man!* Do not hold us responsible for innocent blood, since you have done as you pleased, O Jehovah.” 15 Then they lifted Joʹnah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging.

Or “tried to work their way through.”
Or “because of the soul of this man!”


^ par. 17 (Jonah 2:2-6) and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.  3 When you threw me to the depths, into the heart of the open sea, Then the currents engulfed me. All your breakers and waves swept over me.  4 And I said, ‘I have been driven away from your sight! How will I gaze again upon your holy temple?’  5 Waters engulfed me and threatened my life;* The watery deep closed in on me. Weeds were wrapped around my head.  6 To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.

Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “Waters encompassed me to the soul.”


^ par. 19 (Jonah 1:17) Jehovah now sent a huge fish to swallow Joʹnah, so that Joʹnah came to be in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights.



^ par. 20 (Jonah 2:1-10) Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.  3 When you threw me to the depths, into the heart of the open sea, Then the currents engulfed me. All your breakers and waves swept over me.  4 And I said, ‘I have been driven away from your sight! How will I gaze again upon your holy temple?’  5 Waters engulfed me and threatened my life;* The watery deep closed in on me. Weeds were wrapped around my head.  6 To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.” 10 In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land.

Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “Waters encompassed me to the soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”


^ par. 20 (Jonah 2:9) But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.”



^ par. 21 (Jonah 1:17) Jehovah now sent a huge fish to swallow Joʹnah, so that Joʹnah came to be in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights.



^ par. 21 (Dan. 5:23) Instead, you exalted yourself against the Lord of the heavens, and you had them bring you the vessels of his house. Then you and your nobles, your concubines and your secondary wives drank wine from them and praised gods of silver and gold, of copper, iron, wood, and stone, gods that see nothing and hear nothing and know nothing. But you have not glorified the God in whose hand is your breath and all your ways.



^ par. 22 (Jonah 2:10) In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land.



^ par. 22 (Jonah 3:1, 2) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.”



^ par. 23 (Jonah 3:3) So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”


^ par. 23 (Rom. 3:23) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,



^ par. 24 (Jonah 1:15, 16) Then they lifted Joʹnah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging. 16 Then the men were struck with great fear of Jehovah, and they offered a sacrifice to Jehovah and made vows.



^ par. 25 (Matt. 12:38-40) Then as an answer to him, some of the scribes and the Pharisees said: “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 39 In reply he said to them: “A wicked and adulterous* generation keeps on seeking a sign, but no sign will be given it except the sign of Joʹnah the prophet. 40 For just as Joʹnah was in the belly of the huge fish for three days and three nights, so the Son of man will be in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights.

Or “unfaithful.”


^ par. 25 (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.







^ par. 19 When translated into Greek, the Hebrew word for “fish” was rendered “sea monster,” or “huge fish.” Although there is no way to determine exactly what kind of sea creature was involved, it has been observed that there are sharks in the Mediterranean large enough to swallow a man whole. There are far larger sharks elsewhere; the whale shark can reach up to 45 feet (15 m) in length—possibly even more!









^ ***ia chap. 13 He Learned From His Mistakes***

TO THINK ABOUT . . .


	  Can you sympathize with Jonah’s fear of an assignment from Jehovah?



	  How did Jehovah show patience and mercy as he taught Jonah about obedience?



	  How did Jonah show that he had learned from his mistakes?



	  In what ways would you like to imitate the faith of Jonah?














^ ***sn song 81 “Give Us More Faith”***


Song 81

“Give Us More Faith”


(Luke 17:5)


1. Because we are imperfect, O Jehovah,

The inclination of our heart is flawed.

There is a sin that easily ensnares us—

A lack of faith in you, the living God.

(CHORUS)

Give us more faith, we beg of you, Jehovah.

Please help us out according to our need.

Give us more faith, according to your mercy,

That we may honor you in word and deed.



2. Apart from faith, no one can fully please you.

We must believe our faith will be repaid.

And as a shield, our faith provides a refuge.

We face the future firm and unafraid.

(CHORUS)

Give us more faith, we beg of you, Jehovah.

Please help us out according to our need.

Give us more faith, according to your mercy,

That we may honor you in word and deed.





(See also Gen. 8:21; Heb. 11:6; 12:1.)





^ (Luke 17:5) Now the apostles said to the Lord: “Give us more faith.”



^ (Gen. 8:21) And Jehovah began to smell a pleasing* aroma. So Jehovah said in his heart: “Never again will I curse* the ground on man’s account, for the inclination of the heart of man is bad from his youth up; and never again will I strike down every living thing as I have done.

Or “appeasing; soothing.” Lit., “restful.”
Or “call down evil upon.”


^ (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^ (Heb. 12:1) So, then, because we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also throw off every weight and the sin that easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,















^ (Job 28:1-32:22) “There is a place to mine silver And a place for gold that they refine;  2 Iron is taken from the ground, And copper is smelted* from rocks.  3 Man conquers the darkness; He probes to the limit in the gloom and darkness, Searching for ore.*  4 He sinks a shaft far from where people reside, In forgotten places, far from where people walk; Some men descend and swing suspended.  5 Food grows on top of the earth; But below, there is an upheaval as if by fire.*  6 There in the stones is sapphire, And the dust contains gold.  7 No bird of prey knows the path to it; The eye of a black kite has not seen it.  8 No majestic beasts have trodden on it; The young lion has not prowled there.  9 Man strikes the flinty rock with his hand; He overturns the mountains at their foundation. 10 He cuts water channels in the rock; His eyes spot every precious thing. 11 He dams up the sources of rivers And brings what was hidden to the light. 12 But wisdom—where can it be found, And where is the source of understanding? 13 No man recognizes its value, And it cannot be found in the land of the living. 14 The deep waters say, ‘It is not in me!’ And the sea says, ‘It is not with me!’ 15 It cannot be bought with pure gold; Nor can silver be weighed out in exchange for it. 16 It cannot be bought with gold of Oʹphir Nor with rare onyx and sapphire. 17 Gold and glass cannot be compared to it; Nor can a vessel of fine* gold be exchanged for it. 18 Coral and crystal are not worthy of mention, For a bagful of wisdom is worth more than one full of pearls. 19 The topaz of Cush cannot be compared to it; It cannot be purchased even with pure gold. 20 But from where does wisdom come, And where is the source of understanding? 21 It has been hidden from the eyes of every living thing And concealed from the birds of the heavens. 22 Destruction and death say, ‘Our ears have heard only a report of it.’ 23 God understands the way to find it; He alone knows where it resides, 24 For he looks to the ends of the earth, And he sees everything under the heavens. 25 When he set the force* of the wind And measured out the waters, 26 When he made a regulation for the rain And a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 27 Then he saw wisdom and explained it; He established and tested it. 28 And he said to man: ‘Look! The fear of Jehovah—that is wisdom, And to turn away from bad is understanding.’” 
29 Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “If only I were in the months gone by, In the days when God was watching over me,  3 When he caused his lamp to shine upon my head, When I walked through darkness by his light,  4 When I was in* my prime, When God’s friendship was felt in my tent,  5 When the Almighty was still with me, When my children* were all around me,  6 When my steps were awash in butter, And the rocks poured out streams of oil for me.  7 When I used to go out to the city gate And take my seat in the public square,  8 The young men would see me and step aside,* And even the old men would rise and remain standing.  9 Princes refrained from speaking; They would put their hand over their mouth. 10 The voices of the prominent men were silenced; Their tongue was stuck to the roof of their mouth. 11 Whoever heard me would speak well of me, And those who saw me would testify for me. 12 For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban. 15 I became eyes to the blind And feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the poor; I would investigate the legal case of those I did not know. 17 I would break the jaws of the wrongdoer And tear the prey away from his teeth. 18 I used to say, ‘I will die in my own home,* And my days will be as numerous as the grains of sand. 19 My roots will spread out into the waters, And dew will stay all night on my branches. 20 My glory is constantly renewed, And the bow in my hand will keep shooting.’ 21 People would listen expectantly, Waiting in silence for my advice. 22 After I had spoken, they had nothing more to say; My words would fall gently* on their ears. 23 They waited for me as for the rain; They opened their mouth wide as for the spring rain. 24 When I smiled at them, they could hardly believe it; The light of my face would reassure them.* 25 I gave them direction as their head, And I lived like a king among his troops, Like one who comforts the mourners. 
30 “Now they laugh at me —Men younger than I am, Whose fathers I would have refused To put with the dogs that guarded my flock.  2 Of what use was the power of their hands to me? Their vigor has perished.  3 They are worn out from want and hunger; They gnaw at the parched ground That was already ruined and desolated.  4 They gather the salt herb from the bushes; Their food is the root of broom trees.  5 They are driven out of the community; People shout at them as they would at a thief.  6 They live on the slopes of ravines,* In holes in the ground and in the rocks.  7 From the bushes they cry out And huddle together among the nettles.  8 As sons of the senseless and the nameless ones, They have been driven* out of the land.  9 But now they mock me even in their songs; I have become an object of scorn* to them. 10 They detest me and keep their distance from me; They do not hesitate to spit in my face. 11 Because God has disarmed me* and humbled me, They throw off all restraint* in my presence. 12 On my right they rise up like a mob; They put me to flight And put up barriers of destruction in my path. 13 They tear up my roadways And make my calamity worse, Without anyone to stop them.* 14 They come as if through a wide breach in the wall; They roll in amid the devastation. 15 Terror overwhelms me; My dignity is driven away like the wind, And my salvation vanishes like a cloud. 16 Now my life* ebbs from me; Days of affliction take hold of me. 17 Aching pierces my bones* at night; The gnawing pain never stops. 18 With great force my garment is disfigured;* Like the collar of my garment, it chokes me. 19 God has thrown me down into the mud; I am reduced to dust and ashes. 20 I cry to you for help, but you do not answer me; I stand up, but you just look at me. 21 You have cruelly turned against me; With the full might of your hand, you assault me. 22 You pick me up and carry me off with the wind; Then you toss me about in the storm.* 23 For I know that you will bring me down to death, To the house where everyone living will meet. 24 But no one would strike at a broken man* As he cries for help during his time of disaster. 25 Have I not wept for those who have fallen on hard times?* Have I* not grieved for the poor? 26 Although I hoped for good, bad came; I expected the light, but darkness came. 27 The churning inside me did not stop; Days of affliction confronted me. 28 I walk about gloomy; there is no sunlight. In the assembly, I rise and cry for help. 29 I have become a brother to jackals And a companion to the daughters of the ostrich. 30 My skin has blackened and fallen off; My bones burn from the heat.* 31 My harp is used only for mourning, And my flute* for the sound of weeping. 
31 “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?  2 What, then, would be my share from God above, What inheritance from the Almighty on high?  3 Does not disaster await the wrongdoer And calamity those doing what is harmful?  4 Does he not see my ways And count all my steps?  5 Have I ever walked in untruth?* Has my foot hurried to deceive?  6 Let God weigh me with accurate scales; Then he will recognize my integrity.  7 If my footsteps deviate from the way Or my heart has followed after my eyes Or my hands have been defiled,  8 Then let me sow seed and someone else eat, And let what I plant be uprooted.*  9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman And I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door, 10 Then let my wife grind grain for another man, And let other men have sexual relations with her.* 11 For that would be shameful conduct, An error deserving punishment by the judges. 12 It would be a fire that would devour and destroy,* Consuming even the roots of* all my produce. 13 If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting? 15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?* 16 If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired; 26 If I saw the sun* shining Or the moon moving in its splendor; 27 And my heart was secretly enticed, And my mouth kissed my hand in worship of them; 28 Then that would be an error deserving punishment by the judges, For I would have denied the true God above. 29 Have I ever rejoiced over the destruction of my enemy Or gloated because evil befell him? 30 I never allowed my mouth to sin By asking for his life* in an oath. 31 Have the men of my tent not said, ‘Who can find anyone who has not been satisfied with his food?’* 32 No stranger* had to spend the night outside; I opened my doors to the traveler. 33 Have I ever tried to cover over my transgressions, like other men, By hiding my error in the pocket of my garment? 34 Have I been in fear of the reaction of the multitude, Or have I been terrified by the contempt of other families, Making me silent and afraid to go outside? 35 If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document! 36 I would carry it on my shoulder, And I would bind it around my head like a crown. 37 I would give him an accounting for every step I took; I would approach him confidently, like a prince. 38 If my own ground would cry out against me And its furrows would weep together; 39 If I have eaten its fruitage without payment, Or if I have caused its owners* to despair; 40 Then let thorns sprout for me instead of wheat And foul-smelling weeds instead of barley.” The words of Job end here. 
32 So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God. 3 He was also very angry with Job’s three companions because they could not find an answer but had declared God wicked. 4 E·liʹhu had been waiting to respond to Job, because they were older than he was. 5 When E·liʹhu saw that the three men had nothing to say in answer, his anger flared up. 6 So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.  7 I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’  8 But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right. 10 So I say, ‘Listen to me, And I will also tell you what I know.’ 11 Look! I have waited for your words; I kept listening to your reasoning As you searched for things to say. 12 I paid close attention to you, But none of you could prove Job wrong* Or answer his arguments. 13 So do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; It is God who refutes him, not a man.’ 14 He did not direct his words against me, So I will not reply to him with your arguments. 15 They are dismayed, they have no more answers; They have nothing left to say. 16 I have waited, but they do not continue speaking; They just stand there, with no further answer. 17 So I too will give an answer; I too will tell what I know, 18 For I am full of words; The spirit within me compels me. 19 My insides are like wine that has no vent, Like new wineskins ready to burst. 20 Let me speak so that I can find relief! I will open my lips and give an answer. 21 I will not show partiality to anyone; Nor will I flatter* any human, 22 For I do not know how to flatter; If I did, my Maker would quickly do away with me.

Lit., “poured.”
Lit., “stone.”
Apparently a reference to mining operations.
Or “refined.”
Lit., “weight.”
Lit., “proverb.”
Lit., “in the days of.”
Or “attendants.”
Lit., “hide themselves.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”
Lit., “in my nest.”
Lit., “would drip.”
Or possibly, “They did not darken the light of my face.”
Or “wadis.”
Lit., “scourged.”
Lit., “a proverb; a byword.”
Lit., “loosened my bowstring.”
Or “They cast off the bridle.”
Or possibly, “Without anyone helping them.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “My bones are bored through.”
Or possibly, “The severity of my affliction disfigures me.”
Or possibly, “dissolve me with a crash.”
Lit., “a heap of ruins.”
Or “who are having a hard day?”
Or “Has my soul.”
Or possibly, “fever.”
Or “pipe.”
Or possibly, “with men of untruth?”
Or “let my descendants be rooted out.”
Lit., “let other men kneel down over her.”
Lit., “eat (devour) to destruction.”
Or “Uprooting.”
Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”
Lit., “in the womb.”
Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “meat.”
Or “foreign resident.”
Or “Here is my signature.”
Or “the soul of its owners.”
Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”
Lit., “small in days.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “Many days alone do not.”
Or “reprove Job.”
Or “confer an honorary title to.”








^ (Job 33:1-37:24) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.  2 Look, please! I must open my mouth; My tongue* must speak.  3 My words declare the uprightness of my heart, And my lips sincerely tell what I know.  4 God’s own spirit made me, And the Almighty’s own breath brought me to life.  5 Reply to me if you are able; Present your arguments before me; take your position.  6 Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.  8 But you said in my hearing, Yes, I kept hearing these words,  9 ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am clean, without error. 10 But God finds reasons to oppose me; He considers me his enemy. 11 He puts my feet in stocks; He scrutinizes all my paths.’ 12 But you are not right in saying this, so I will answer you: God is far greater than mortal man. 13 Why do you complain against Him? Is it because he did not answer all your words? 14 For God speaks once and a second time, But no one pays attention, 15 In a dream, a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon people While they sleep in their beds. 16 Then he uncovers their ears And impresses* his instruction upon them, 17 To turn a person away from wrongdoing And to protect a man from pride. 18 God spares his soul* from the pit,* His life from perishing by the sword.* 19 A person is also reproved by pain on his bed And by the constant distress of his bones, 20 So that his very being* loathes bread, And he* rejects even fine food. 21 His flesh wastes away from sight, And his bones that were hidden now protrude.* 22 His soul* draws near to the pit;* His life to those who bring death. 23 If there is a messenger* for him, One advocate out of a thousand, To tell to man what is upright, 24 Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’ 26 He will entreat God, who will accept him, And he will see His face with shouts of joy, And He will restore His righteousness to mortal man. 27 That person will declare* to men, ‘I have sinned and distorted what is right, But I did not receive what I deserved.* 28 He has redeemed my soul* from going into the pit,* And my life will see the light.’ 29 Indeed, God does all these things Twice, three times, for a man, 30 To bring him* back from the pit,* So that he may be enlightened with the light of life. 31 Pay attention, Job! Listen to me! Keep silent, and I will continue speaking. 32 If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right. 33 If you have nothing to say, you should listen to me; Keep silent, and I will teach you wisdom.” 
34 So E·liʹhu continued to say in reply:  2 “Listen to my words, you who are wise; Hear me, you who know so much.  3 For the ear tests words Just as the tongue* tastes food.  4 Let us evaluate for ourselves what is right; Let us decide among ourselves what is good.  5 For Job has said, ‘I am in the right, But God has denied me justice.  6 Would I lie about what my own judgment should be? My wound is incurable, though there is no transgression.’  7 What other man is like Job, Who drinks up derision like water?  8 He is in company with wrongdoers And in association with wicked men.  9 For he has said, ‘A man does not benefit From trying to please God.’ 10 So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong! 11 For he will reward a man according to what he does And bring upon him the consequences of his ways. 12 For a certainty, God does not act wickedly; The Almighty does not pervert justice. 13 Who put him in charge of the earth, And who appointed him over the whole world?* 14 If he fixes his attention* on them, If he gathers their spirit and breath to himself, 15 All humans* would perish together, And mankind would return to the dust. 16 So if you have understanding, pay attention to this; Listen carefully to what I say. 17 Should someone who hates justice be in control, Or would you condemn a powerful one who is righteous? 18 Would you say to a king, ‘You are good for nothing,’ Or to nobles, ‘You are wicked’? 19 There is One who does not show partiality to princes And who does not favor the rich over the poor,* For they are all the work of his hands. 20 They may die suddenly, in the middle of the night; They shake violently and pass away; Even the powerful are removed, but not by human hands. 21 For God’s eyes are upon the ways of a man, And He sees all his steps. 22 There is no darkness or deep shadow Where wrongdoers can conceal themselves. 23 For God has not set an appointed time for any man To appear before him in judgment. 24 He breaks the powerful without needing to investigate And sets up others in their place. 25 For he knows what they are doing; He overthrows them during the night, and they are crushed. 26 He strikes them for their wickedness, In a place where all can see, 27 Because they have turned away from following him And have no regard for any of his ways; 28 They cause the poor to cry out to him, So that he hears the outcry of the helpless. 29 When God remains silent, who can condemn him? When he hides his face, who can see him? Whether toward a nation or a man, the result is the same, 30 So that a godless person* may not rule Or lay snares for the people. 31 For will anyone say to God, ‘I have been punished, although I have committed no offense; 32 Teach me what I have failed to see; If I have done anything wrong, I will not do it again’? 33 Should he reward you on your terms when you reject his judgment? You must decide, not I. So tell me what you know so well. 34 Men of understanding* will say to me —Any wise man who hears me— 35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge, And his words lack insight.’ 36 Let Job be tested* to the limit Because his replies are like those of wicked men! 37 He adds rebellion to his sin; He scornfully claps his hands before us And multiplies his words against the true God!” 
35 E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?  3 For you say, ‘What does it matter to you?* Am I better off than if I had sinned?’  4 I will reply to you And to your companions with you.  5 Look up to heaven and see, Observe the clouds, which are high above you.  6 If you sin, how do you hurt him? If your transgressions multiply, what do you do to him?  7 If you are righteous, what do you give him; What does he receive from you?  8 Your wickedness affects only a human like yourself, And your righteousness, a son of man.  9 People cry out when under great oppression; They cry for relief from the domination* of the powerful. 10 But no one says, ‘Where is God, my Grand Maker, The one causing songs to be sung in the night?’ 11 He teaches us more than the beasts of the earth, And he makes us wiser than the birds of the heavens. 12 People cry out, but he does not answer, Because of the pride of the wicked. 13 Surely God does not hear an empty cry;* The Almighty does not pay attention to it. 14 How much less, then, when you complain that you do not see him! Your legal case is before him, so you should wait anxiously for him. 15 For he has not angrily called for an accounting; Nor has he taken note of your extreme rashness. 16 Job opens his mouth wide in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge.” 
36 E·liʹhu continued:  2 “Be patient with me a little longer while I explain, For I still have words to speak on God’s behalf.  3 I will speak comprehensively about what I know, And I will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.  4 Truly my words are not false; The One perfect in knowledge is here before you.  5 Indeed, God is mighty and rejects no one; He is great in his power of understanding.*  6 He will not preserve the lives of the wicked, But he gives justice to the afflicted.  7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings,* and they are exalted forever.  8 But if they are bound in shackles And caught in ropes of affliction,  9 He reveals to them what they have done, Their transgressions caused by their pride. 10 He opens their ears to correction And tells them to turn away from wrongdoing. 11 If they obey and serve him, They will live out their days in prosperity, And their years will be pleasant. 12 But if they do not obey, they will perish by the sword* And die without knowledge. 13 The godless* at heart will harbor resentment. They do not cry for help even when he binds them. 14 They die* while still young, Spending* their life among male temple prostitutes. 15 But God* rescues the afflicted during their affliction; He opens their ear when they are oppressed. 16 He draws you away from the brink of distress To a broad space, free of restriction, With rich food on your table as consolation. 17 Then you will be satisfied with the judgment on the wicked, When judgment is rendered and justice is upheld. 18 But take care that rage does not lead you into spitefulness,* And do not let a large bribe lead you astray. 19 Would your cry for help Or any of your strenuous efforts keep you from distress? 20 Do not long for the night, When people vanish from their place. 21 Beware that you do not turn to wrongdoing, Choosing this instead of affliction. 22 Look! God is exalted in his power; What instructor is like him? 23 Who has directed* his way Or said to him, ‘What you have done is wrong’? 24 Remember to magnify his activity, Of which men have sung. 25 All mankind has seen it, Mortal man looks on from a distance. 26 Yes, God is greater than we can know; The number of his years is beyond comprehension.* 27 He draws up the drops of water; They condense into rain from his mist; 28 Then the clouds pour it down; They shower down upon mankind. 29 Can anyone understand the layers of clouds, The thundering from his tent?* 30 See how he spreads his lightning* over it And covers the depths* of the sea. 31 By these he sustains* the peoples; He gives them food in abundance. 32 With his hands he covers the lightning, And he directs it against its target. 33 His thunder tells about him, Even the livestock tell who* is coming. 
37 “At this my heart pounds And leaps from its place.  2 Listen carefully to the rumbling of his voice And the thunder that comes from his mouth.  3 He unleashes it under the entire heavens And sends his lightning to the ends of the earth.  4 After that is a roaring sound; He thunders with a majestic voice, And he does not hold it back when his voice is heard.  5 God thunders with his voice in a wonderful way; He does great things that are beyond our understanding.  6 For he says to the snow, ‘Fall to the earth,’ And to the downpour of rain, ‘Pour down mightily.’  7 God puts a stop to all human activity* So that every mortal man will know His work.  8 The wild animals go into their dens And remain in their lairs.  9 The storm wind blows from its chamber, And the cold comes from the north winds. 10 By the breath of God, the ice is produced, And the broad waters are frozen solid. 11 Yes, he weighs down the clouds with moisture; He scatters his lightning in the clouds; 12 They swirl around where he directs them; They carry out whatever he commands on the surface of the inhabited earth.* 13 Whether it is for punishment* or for the sake of the land Or for loyal love, he causes it to happen. 14 Listen to this, Job; Stop and consider carefully the wonderful works of God. 15 Do you know how God controls* the clouds And how he causes the lightning to flash from his cloud? 16 Do you know how the clouds float? These are the wonderful works of the One perfect in knowledge. 17 Why does your clothing become hot When the earth is still because of the south wind? 18 Can you, with him, spread out* the skies As solid as a metal mirror? 19 Tell us what we should say to him; We cannot answer because we are in the dark. 20 Should he be told that I want to speak? Or has anyone said something that should be communicated to him? 21 They cannot even see the light,* Though it is bright in the sky, Until a wind passes by and clears away the clouds. 22 Out of the north comes golden splendor; God’s majesty is awe-inspiring. 23 Understanding the Almighty is beyond our reach; He is great in power, And he never violates his justice and abundant righteousness. 24 Therefore, people should fear him. For he does not favor any who think that they are wise.”*

Lit., “My tongue with my palate.”
Lit., “puts a seal on.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Lit., “his life.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “are laid bare.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “an angel.”
Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”
Lit., “sing.”
Or possibly, “And it did not profit me.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “grave.”
Lit., “palate.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or “the inhabited earth.”
Lit., “his heart.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “the noble over the lowly.”
Or “an apostate.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or possibly, “My father, let Job be tested.”
Likely referring to God.
Lit., “arm.”
Or “a lie.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or possibly, “He enthrones kings.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Or “apostate.”
Or “Their soul dies.”
Or possibly, “Ending.”
Lit., “He.”
Or “spiteful handclapping.”
Or possibly, “criticized; called him to account for.”
Or “is unsearchable.”
Lit., “booth.”
Lit., “light.”
Lit., “roots.”
Or possibly, “pleads the cause of.”
Or possibly, “what.”
Lit., “puts a seal on the hand of every human.”
Or “of the productive land of the earth.”
Lit., “a rod.”
Or “commands.”
Or “beat out.”
That is, of the sun.
Lit., “who are wise of heart.”


^ (Job 33:1-25) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.  2 Look, please! I must open my mouth; My tongue* must speak.  3 My words declare the uprightness of my heart, And my lips sincerely tell what I know.  4 God’s own spirit made me, And the Almighty’s own breath brought me to life.  5 Reply to me if you are able; Present your arguments before me; take your position.  6 Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.  8 But you said in my hearing, Yes, I kept hearing these words,  9 ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am clean, without error. 10 But God finds reasons to oppose me; He considers me his enemy. 11 He puts my feet in stocks; He scrutinizes all my paths.’ 12 But you are not right in saying this, so I will answer you: God is far greater than mortal man. 13 Why do you complain against Him? Is it because he did not answer all your words? 14 For God speaks once and a second time, But no one pays attention, 15 In a dream, a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon people While they sleep in their beds. 16 Then he uncovers their ears And impresses* his instruction upon them, 17 To turn a person away from wrongdoing And to protect a man from pride. 18 God spares his soul* from the pit,* His life from perishing by the sword.* 19 A person is also reproved by pain on his bed And by the constant distress of his bones, 20 So that his very being* loathes bread, And he* rejects even fine food. 21 His flesh wastes away from sight, And his bones that were hidden now protrude.* 22 His soul* draws near to the pit;* His life to those who bring death. 23 If there is a messenger* for him, One advocate out of a thousand, To tell to man what is upright, 24 Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Lit., “My tongue with my palate.”
Lit., “puts a seal on.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Lit., “his life.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “are laid bare.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “an angel.”
Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”





^ ***sn song 50 The Divine Pattern of Love***


Song 50

The Divine Pattern of Love


(1 John 4:19)


1. Jehovah our God has wisely provided

For us all,

One and all,

A pattern of love, that we may be guided,

Lest we should fall,

Lest we should fall.

Come follow God’s way, so warm and inviting;

The way that is right, to fine works inciting;

The roadway to peace, God’s people uniting.

God’s way is love.

Yes, God’s way is love.

2. When we walk God’s way, our love for our brother

Will be true,

Warm and true;

Will make us alert to help one another

In all we do,

In all we do;

Will help us forgive each small imperfection,

Will help us to have true tender affection,

Will help us to be our Father’s reflection,

Showing our love,

Our brotherly love.

3. Our love for our God impels us to serve him

All our days,

All our days.

We gladly obey with heartfelt devotion,

Singing his praise,

Singing his praise.

So may we proclaim his name to each hearer;

May they come to see the truth ever clearer.

May his service grow still dearer and dearer,

For that is love.

Yes, that is true love.



(See also Rom. 12:10; Eph. 4:3; 2 Pet. 1:7.)





^ (1 John 4:19) We love, because he first loved us.



^ (Rom. 12:10) In brotherly love have tender affection for one another. In showing honor to one another, take the lead.*

Or “initiative.”


^ (Eph. 4:3) earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^ (2 Pet. 1:7) to your godly devotion brotherly affection, to your brotherly affection love.









^ ***w95 2/15 p. 29 A Lesson in How to Handle Problems***

Elihu’s counsel was completely different from that of Job’s three companions, both in content and in the way Elihu dealt with Job. He used Job’s name and spoke to him as a friend, not as Job’s judge. “Now, however, O Job, please hear my words, and to all my speaking do give ear. Look! I am to the true God just what you are; from the clay I was shaped, I too.” (Job 33:1, 6) Elihu was also quick to commend Job for his upright course. “I have taken delight in your righteousness,” he reassured Job. (Job 33:32) Apart from this kindly manner of counseling, Elihu was successful for other reasons.

Having waited patiently until the others had finished speaking, Elihu was better able to grasp the issues before offering counsel. Granted that Job was a righteous man, would Jehovah punish him? “Far be it from the true God to act wickedly, and the Almighty to act unjustly!” Elihu exclaimed. “He will not take away his eyes from anyone righteous.”—Job 34:10; 36:7.

Was the righteousness of Job really the main issue? Elihu drew Job’s attention to an unbalanced viewpoint. “You have said, ‘My righteousness is more than God’s,’” he explained. “Look up to heaven and see, and behold the clouds, that they are indeed higher than you.” (Job 35:2, 5) Just as the clouds are much higher than we are, so Jehovah’s ways are higher than our ways. We are not in a position to judge the way he does things. “Therefore let men fear him. He does not regard any who are wise in their own heart,” Elihu concluded.—Job 37:24; Isaiah 55:9.



^ (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^ (Job 33:6) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.



^ (Job 33:32) If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right.



^ (Job 34:10) So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong!

Lit., “heart.”


^ (Job 36:7) He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings,* and they are exalted forever.

Or possibly, “He enthrones kings.”


^ (Job 35:2) “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?



^ (Job 35:5) Look up to heaven and see, Observe the clouds, which are high above you.



^ (Job 37:24) Therefore, people should fear him. For he does not favor any who think that they are wise.”*

Lit., “who are wise of heart.”


^ (Isa. 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts.









^ ***w95 2/15 p. 29 A Lesson in How to Handle Problems***

Elihu’s counsel was completely different from that of Job’s three companions, both in content and in the way Elihu dealt with Job. He used Job’s name and spoke to him as a friend, not as Job’s judge. “Now, however, O Job, please hear my words, and to all my speaking do give ear. Look! I am to the true God just what you are; from the clay I was shaped, I too.” (Job 33:1, 6) Elihu was also quick to commend Job for his upright course. “I have taken delight in your righteousness,” he reassured Job. (Job 33:32) Apart from this kindly manner of counseling, Elihu was successful for other reasons.

Having waited patiently until the others had finished speaking, Elihu was better able to grasp the issues before offering counsel. Granted that Job was a righteous man, would Jehovah punish him? “Far be it from the true God to act wickedly, and the Almighty to act unjustly!” Elihu exclaimed. “He will not take away his eyes from anyone righteous.”—Job 34:10; 36:7.

Was the righteousness of Job really the main issue? Elihu drew Job’s attention to an unbalanced viewpoint. “You have said, ‘My righteousness is more than God’s,’” he explained. “Look up to heaven and see, and behold the clouds, that they are indeed higher than you.” (Job 35:2, 5) Just as the clouds are much higher than we are, so Jehovah’s ways are higher than our ways. We are not in a position to judge the way he does things. “Therefore let men fear him. He does not regard any who are wise in their own heart,” Elihu concluded.—Job 37:24; Isaiah 55:9.



^ (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^ (Job 33:6) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.



^ (Job 33:32) If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right.



^ (Job 34:10) So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong!

Lit., “heart.”


^ (Job 36:7) He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings,* and they are exalted forever.

Or possibly, “He enthrones kings.”


^ (Job 35:2) “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?



^ (Job 35:5) Look up to heaven and see, Observe the clouds, which are high above you.



^ (Job 37:24) Therefore, people should fear him. For he does not favor any who think that they are wise.”*

Lit., “who are wise of heart.”


^ (Isa. 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts.









^ ***w11 4/1 p. 23 par. 3 When Old Ones Will Be Young Again***

Job, however, did make a serious mistake. As he seemingly inched closer to death, he became overly concerned with vindicating himself, “declaring his own soul righteous rather than God.” (Job 32:2) God’s spokesman Elihu reproved Job. But Elihu also conveyed to Job a positive message from God: “Let him [Job] off from going down into the pit [the common grave]! I have found a ransom! Let his flesh become fresher than in youth; let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.” (Job 33:24, 25) Those words must have filled Job with hope. He did not have to continue suffering right down to his death. If Job would repent, God would be pleased to accept a ransom in his behalf and set him free from his calamities.*



^ par. 3 (Job 32:2) But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “his soul.”


^ par. 3 (Job 33:24, 25) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”






^ par. 3 The word “ransom” used here means “covering.” (Job 33:24; footnote) In Job’s case, the ransom might have been an animal sacrifice, which God would accept to cover, or atone for, Job’s error.—Job 1:5.






^ (Job 33:24) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom!

Or “grave.”


^ (Job 1:5) After a series of banquet days was complete, Job would send for them in order to sanctify them. Then he would get up early in the morning and offer up burnt sacrifices for each of them. For Job said: “Maybe my sons have sinned and have cursed God in their heart.” That is what Job would always do.









^ ***w09 4/15 pp. 4-5 Job Held High the Name of Jehovah***

 8. What good example did Elihu provide for counselors today?

8 Next, we read of Elihu, who had also come to visit Job. Elihu first listened to the arguments presented by Job and his three companions. Although younger than the other four men, Elihu showed greater wisdom. He addressed Job considerately, using Job’s personal name. Elihu commended Job for his upright course. But he also said that Job had focused too much on trying to prove his own faultlessness. Then Elihu assured Job that serving God faithfully is always worthwhile. (Read Job 36:1, 11.) What a fine example for those who need to offer counsel today! Elihu showed patience, listened carefully, commended where possible, and offered upbuilding counsel.—Job 32:6; 33:32.



^ par. 8 (Job 36:1) E·liʹhu continued:



^ par. 8 (Job 36:11) If they obey and serve him, They will live out their days in prosperity, And their years will be pleasant.



^ par. 8 (Job 32:6) So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.

Lit., “small in days.”


^ par. 8 (Job 33:32) If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right.









^ ***w11 4/1 p. 23 pars. 3-5 When Old Ones Will Be Young Again***

Job, however, did make a serious mistake. As he seemingly inched closer to death, he became overly concerned with vindicating himself, “declaring his own soul righteous rather than God.” (Job 32:2) God’s spokesman Elihu reproved Job. But Elihu also conveyed to Job a positive message from God: “Let him [Job] off from going down into the pit [the common grave]! I have found a ransom! Let his flesh become fresher than in youth; let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.” (Job 33:24, 25) Those words must have filled Job with hope. He did not have to continue suffering right down to his death. If Job would repent, God would be pleased to accept a ransom in his behalf and set him free from his calamities.*

Job humbly accepted correction, and he repented. (Job 42:6) Jehovah evidently accepted a ransom in Job’s behalf, allowing it to cover his error and open the way for God to restore and reward him. Jehovah “blessed the end of Job afterward more than his beginning.” (Job 42:12-17) Imagine Job’s relief when, among other blessings, his loathsome disease cleared up and his flesh, in effect, became “fresher than in youth”!

The ransom that God accepted in Job’s behalf had limited value, for the man remained imperfect and later died. We have a much better ransom available to us. Jehovah lovingly gave his Son, Jesus, as a ransom for us. (Matthew 20:28; John 3:16) All who put faith in that ransom have the prospect of living forever on a paradise earth. In that coming new world, God will release faithful humans from the aging process. Why not learn more about how you may live to see the time when old ones will see their “flesh become fresher than in youth”?



^ par. 3 (Job 32:2) But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “his soul.”


^ par. 3 (Job 33:24, 25) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”


^ par. 4 (Job 42:6) That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^ par. 4 (Job 42:12-17) So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Lit., “old and full of days.”


^ par. 5 (Matt. 20:28) Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life* as a ransom in exchange for many.”

Or “soul.”


^ par. 5 (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.







^ par. 3 The word “ransom” used here means “covering.” (Job 33:24; footnote) In Job’s case, the ransom might have been an animal sacrifice, which God would accept to cover, or atone for, Job’s error.—Job 1:5.






^ (Job 33:24) Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom!

Or “grave.”


^ (Job 1:5) After a series of banquet days was complete, Job would send for them in order to sanctify them. Then he would get up early in the morning and offer up burnt sacrifices for each of them. For Job said: “Maybe my sons have sinned and have cursed God in their heart.” That is what Job would always do.









^ ***w94 11/15 p. 17 Job’s Reward—A Source of Hope***

10. To what extent was Job to be tested, but of what can we be sure in view of 1 Corinthians 10:13?

10 Elihu corrected Job for saying that there is no profit in taking pleasure in God by maintaining integrity. Said Elihu: “Far be it from the true God to act wickedly, and the Almighty to act unjustly! For according to the way earthling man acts he will reward him.” Job acted rashly in emphasizing his own righteousness, but he did so without adequate knowledge and insight. Elihu added: “Let Job be tested out to the limit over his replies among men of hurtfulness.” (Job 34:10, 11, 35, 36) Similarly, our faith and integrity can be fully proved only if we are ‘tested to the limit’ in some way. Nevertheless, our loving heavenly Father will not let us be tempted beyond what we can bear.—1 Corinthians 10:13.



^ (1 Cor. 10:13) No temptation has come upon you except what is common to men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation he will also make the way out so that you may be able to endure it.



^ par. 10 (Job 34:10, 11) So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong! 11 For he will reward a man according to what he does And bring upon him the consequences of his ways.

Lit., “heart.”


^ par. 10 (Job 34:35, 36) ‘Job speaks without knowledge, And his words lack insight.’ 36 Let Job be tested* to the limit Because his replies are like those of wicked men!

Or possibly, “My father, let Job be tested.”


^ par. 10 (1 Cor. 10:13) No temptation has come upon you except what is common to men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation he will also make the way out so that you may be able to endure it.









^ ***fg lesson 12 ques. 3***


Drawing close to God is not easy because we live among people who lack faith in God and ridicule his promise of peace on earth. (2 Timothy 3:1, 4; 2 Peter 3:3, 13) So we need the encouraging association of fellow believers, and they need us.—Read Hebrews 10:24, 25.

Associating with people who love God helps us to draw close to God. The meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses provide fine opportunities to benefit from the faith of others.—Read Romans 1:11, 12.





^ par. 4 (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^ par. 4 (2 Tim. 3:4) betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God,



^ par. 4 (2 Pet. 3:3) First of all know this, that in the last days ridiculers will come with their ridicule, proceeding according to their own desires



^ par. 4 (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.



^ par. 4 (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ par. 5 (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.









^ ***jl lesson 11 Why Do We Attend Large Assemblies?***


LESSON 11

Why Do We Attend Large Assemblies?



Why is there such joy on the faces of these people? They are attending one of our assemblies. Like God’s servants in the past, who were instructed to assemble three times a year, we look forward to meeting together in larger groups. (Deuteronomy 16:16) Every year, we have three events: two one-day circuit assemblies and a three-day regional convention. How do we benefit from these gatherings?

They strengthen our Christian brotherhood. Just as the Israelites rejoiced at praising Jehovah “in assemblies,” we too enjoy worshipping him together at special events. (Psalm 26:12, footnote; 111:1) These gatherings create an opportunity to meet and associate with Witnesses from other congregations or even from other lands. At midday, we enjoy a meal together at the assembly location, adding to the friendly atmosphere of these spiritual occasions. (Acts 2:42) There we experience firsthand the love that unites our “whole association of brothers” in the world.—1 Peter 2:17.

They help us to make spiritual progress. The Israelites also benefited by having “understood the words” of the Scriptures that were expounded to them. (Nehemiah 8:8, 12) We too appreciate the Bible instruction that we receive at our assemblies. Each program is based on a Scriptural theme. Through interesting talks, symposiums, and reenactments, we learn how to do God’s will in our life. We are encouraged when we hear the experiences of those who are successfully meeting the challenge of living as Christians in these difficult times. At regional conventions, costume dramas bring Bible accounts to life and teach us practical lessons. At every assembly, a baptism is held for those who want to symbolize their dedication to God.

	  Why are the assemblies happy occasions?



	  How might you benefit from attending an assembly?







FIND OUT MORE


If you would like to get to know our brotherhood better, please attend our next assembly. Your Bible teacher can show you a printed program so that you can see the sort of subjects that are discussed. Mark on your calendar when and where the next assembly will be held, and attend it if you can.







^ (Deut. 16:16) “Three times a year, all your males should appear before Jehovah your God in the place that he chooses: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths,* and none of them should appear before Jehovah empty-handed.

Or “Temporary Shelters.”


^ (Ps. 26:12) My foot is standing on level ground; In the great congregation,* I will praise Jehovah.

Lit., “In assemblies.”


^ (Ps. 111:1) Praise Jah!* I will praise Jehovah with all my heart In the assembled group of upright ones and in the congregation.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Acts 2:42) And they continued devoting themselves to the teaching of the apostles, to associating together,* to the taking of meals, and to prayers.

Or “to sharing with one another.”


^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (Neh. 8:8) And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.*

Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”


^ (Neh. 8:12) So all the people went away to eat and to drink and to send out portions of food and to carry on a great rejoicing, for they understood the words that had been made known to them.









^ ***sn song 124 Receive Them With Hospitality***


Song 124

Receive Them With Hospitality


(Acts 17:7)


1. Jehovah shows sincere hospitality.

He cares for all without partiality.

He gives both rain and sun,

withholding these from none;

He fills our hearts with food and good cheer.

Whenever we show favor to lowly ones,

We imitate our God as beloved sons.

Our Father will repay the goodness we display,

Our kindness that is truly sincere.

2. We never know the good that may come about

When we see those in need and we help them out.

Though strangers they may be, in hospitality,

We lend a hand to care for their needs.

Like Lydia of old, we say: ‘Be my guest.’

When they come to our home,

they find peace and rest.

Our Father is aware of all those ev’rywhere,

Who imitate his merciful deeds.



(See also Acts 16:14, 15; Rom. 12:13; 1 Tim. 3:2; Heb. 13:2; 1 Pet. 4:9.)





^ (Acts 17:7) and Jaʹson has received them as his guests. All these men act in opposition to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king, Jesus.”



^ (Acts 16:14, 15) And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah* opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah,* come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come.

See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^ (Rom. 12:13) Share with the holy ones according to their needs. Follow the course of hospitality.



^ (1 Tim. 3:2) The overseer should therefore be irreprehensible, a husband of one wife, moderate in habits, sound in mind,* orderly, hospitable, qualified to teach,

Or “have good judgment; be sensible.”


^ (Heb. 13:2) Do not forget hospitality,* for through it some unknowingly entertained angels.

Or “kindness to strangers.”


^ (1 Pet. 4:9) Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.









^ ***ia pp. 116-121 He Learned a Lesson in Mercy***


 1. What kind of journey lay ahead of Jonah, and how did he feel about his destination?

JONAH would have plenty of time to think. Before him lay a journey of more than 500 miles (800 km), an overland trek that would take him about a month, perhaps even longer. To begin, he had to choose between the shorter routes and the safer ones and then steadily make his way through valleys and over mountain passes beyond counting. He likely had to skirt the vast Syrian Desert, ford such rivers as the mighty Euphrates, and seek shelter among foreigners in the towns and villages of Syria, Mesopotamia, and Assyria. As the days passed, he thought about the destination that he so dreaded, the city that drew closer with each step he took—Nineveh.

 2. How had Jonah learned that he could not run away from his assignment?

2 One thing Jonah knew for certain: He could not turn around and run away from this assignment. He had tried that before. As we saw in the preceding chapter, Jehovah patiently taught Jonah by means of a windstorm at sea and a miraculous rescue involving a huge fish. Three days later, Jonah was vomited out alive onto a beach, an awed and more compliant man.—Jonah, chaps. 1, 2.

 3. What quality had Jehovah shown toward Jonah, yet what question arises?

3 When Jehovah ordered Jonah to Nineveh the second time, the prophet obediently headed east on this long journey. (Read Jonah 3:1-3.) However, had he allowed Jehovah’s discipline to work a thorough change in him? For instance, Jehovah had shown him mercy, saving him from drowning, holding back punishment for his rebellion, and giving him a second chance to carry out this assignment. After all of this, had Jonah learned to show mercy to others? Learning to show mercy is often difficult for imperfect humans. Let us see what we can gather from Jonah’s struggle.

A Message of Judgment and a Surprising Response

4, 5. Why did Jehovah refer to Nineveh as “the great city,” and what does that teach us about him?

4 Jonah did not see Nineveh as Jehovah did. We read: “Now Nineveh herself proved to be a city great to God.” (Jonah 3:3) Three times, the record of Jonah quotes Jehovah as referring to “Nineveh the great city.” (Jonah 1:2; 3:2; 4:11) Why was this city great, or important, to Jehovah?

5 Nineveh was ancient, being among the first cities that Nimrod established after the Flood. It was vast, a metropolitan region that evidently included several other cities, requiring a man three days to walk from one end to the other. (Gen. 10:11; Jonah 3:3) Nineveh was impressive, with stately temples, mighty walls, and other edifices. But none of these factors made the city important to Jehovah God. What mattered to him were the people. Nineveh had a huge population for that time. Despite the people’s badness, Jehovah cared about them. He values human life and the potential that each individual has for repenting and learning to do what is right.

 6. (a) Why might Jonah have found Nineveh intimidating? (See also footnote.) (b) What do we learn about Jonah from the preaching work that he carried out?

6 When Jonah finally entered Nineveh, its sizable population of more than 120,000 may have made the place only more intimidating.* He walked for a day, penetrating ever deeper into that teeming metropolis, perhaps looking for a suitable central location to start spreading his message. How would he reach these people? Had he learned to speak the Assyrian tongue? Or did Jehovah grant him that ability through a miracle? We do not know. It may be that Jonah made his proclamation in his native Hebrew and used an interpreter to relate it to the Ninevites. At any rate, his message was simple and not likely to win him any favor: “Only forty days more, and Nineveh will be overthrown.” (Jonah 3:4) He spoke out boldly and repeatedly. In doing so, he showed remarkable courage and faith, qualities that Christians today need more than ever.

Jonah’s message was simple and not likely to win him any favor



7, 8. (a) How did the people of Nineveh respond to Jonah’s message? (b) What did the king of Nineveh do in response to Jonah’s proclamation?

7 Jonah’s message got the Ninevites’ attention. No doubt he braced himself for a hostile and violent response. Instead, something remarkable happened. People listened! His words spread like wildfire. Before long, the whole city was talking about Jonah’s prophecy of doom. (Read Jonah 3:5.) Rich and poor, strong and weak, young and old were all caught up in the same repentant spirit. They abstained from food. News of this popular movement soon reached the ears of the king.

8 The king too responded to Jonah’s proclamation. Struck with godly fear, he rose up from his throne, removed his luxurious robes of state, put on the same rough clothing that his people were wearing, and even “sat down in the ashes.” With his “great ones,” or nobles, he issued a decree that turned the fast from a spontaneous popular movement into an official action of state. He ordered that all wear sackcloth, even the domestic animals.* He humbly acknowledged that his people were guilty of badness and violence. Expressing hope that the true God would soften upon seeing their repentance, the king said: “God may . . . turn back from his burning anger, so that we may not perish.”—Jonah 3:6-9.

 9. Critics have expressed what doubt regarding the Ninevites, but how do we know that the critics are mistaken?

9 Some critics express doubt that such a change of heart could have occurred so quickly among the Ninevites. However, Bible scholars have noted that a movement of that kind was not out of keeping with the superstitious and volatile nature of people of such cultures in ancient times. Further, we know that such critics are mistaken, for Jesus Christ himself later referred to the repentance of the Ninevites. (Read Matthew 12:41.) Jesus knew what he was talking about, for he had been alive in heaven to witness those events as they unfolded. (John 8:57, 58) The truth is, we should never assume that it is impossible for people to repent—no matter how vicious they may seem to us. Only Jehovah can read what lies within the human heart.

A Contrast Between Divine Mercy and Human Rigidity

10, 11. (a) How did Jehovah respond to the repentance of the Ninevites? (b) Why can we be sure that Jehovah’s judgment was not in error?

10 How did Jehovah react to the Ninevites’ repentance? Jonah later wrote: “The true God got to see their works, that they had turned back from their bad way; and so the true God felt regret over the calamity that he had spoken of causing to them; and he did not cause it.”—Jonah 3:10.

11 Does this mean that Jehovah decided that his own judgment about Nineveh had been in error? No. The Bible explains that Jehovah’s justice is perfect. (Read Deuteronomy 32:4.) Jehovah’s righteous anger against Nineveh simply abated. He observed the change in those people and saw that the punishment he had intended to bring on them would no longer be fitting. This was an occasion to show divine mercy.

12, 13. (a) How does Jehovah show that he is reasonable, adaptable, and merciful? (b) Why was Jonah’s prophecy not a false one?

12 Jehovah is nothing like the rigid, cold, even harsh God so often portrayed by religious leaders. On the contrary, he is reasonable, adaptable, and merciful. When he determines to bring punishment on the wicked, he first uses his representatives on earth to issue warnings, for he is eager to see the wicked do what the Ninevites did—repent and change their ways. (Ezek. 33:11) Jehovah told his prophet Jeremiah: “At any moment that I may speak against a nation and against a kingdom to uproot it and to pull it down and to destroy it, and that nation actually turns back from its badness against which I spoke, I will also feel regret over the calamity that I had thought to execute upon it.”—Jer. 18:7, 8.

God is eager to see the wicked repent and change their ways, as the Ninevites did



13 Was Jonah’s prophecy a false one? No; it fulfilled its purpose as a warning. That warning was based on the Ninevites’ bad ways, which subsequently changed. Should the Ninevites resume their wicked ways, God would bring the same judgment against them. That is exactly what happened later on.—Zeph. 2:13-15.





^ par. 2 (Jonah 1:1-17) The word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah* the son of A·mitʹtai, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim judgment against her, for their wickedness has come to my attention.” 3 But Joʹnah got up to run away from Jehovah to Tarʹshish; he went down to Jopʹpa and found a ship going to Tarʹshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarʹshish, away from Jehovah. 4 Then Jehovah hurled a strong wind at the sea, and there was such a violent storm on the sea that the ship was about to be wrecked. 5 The mariners were so frightened that each of them began to call on his god for help. And they began throwing the articles of the ship into the sea, to make it lighter. But Joʹnah had gone down into the inner part of the ship,* where he lay down and fell fast asleep. 6 The ship captain approached and said to him: “Why are you sleeping? Get up, call out to your god! Perhaps the true God will show his concern for us, and we will not perish.” 7 Then they said to one another: “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is to blame for this calamity.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell to Joʹnah. 8 They said to him: “Please tell us, who is to blame for this calamity that has come upon us? What is your work, and where do you come from? What is your country, and from what people are you?” 9 He replied: “I am a Hebrew, and I fear* Jehovah the God of the heavens, the One who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 At this the men became even more afraid, and they asked him: “What have you done?” (The men learned that he was running away from Jehovah, because he had told them.) 11 So they said to him: “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” For the sea was growing more and more stormy. 12 He replied: “Lift me up and throw me into the sea, and the sea will calm down for you; for I know that it is because of me that this violent storm has come upon you.” 13 However, the men rowed hard* to bring the ship back to dry land, but they could not, because the sea grew more and more stormy around them. 14 Then they called out to Jehovah and said: “Ah, now, O Jehovah, please, may we not perish because of this man!* Do not hold us responsible for innocent blood, since you have done as you pleased, O Jehovah.” 15 Then they lifted Joʹnah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging. 16 Then the men were struck with great fear of Jehovah, and they offered a sacrifice to Jehovah and made vows. 17 Jehovah now sent a huge fish to swallow Joʹnah, so that Joʹnah came to be in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights.

Meaning “Dove.”
Or “decked vessel.”
Or “worship.”
Or “tried to work their way through.”
Or “because of the soul of this man!”


^ par. 2 (Jonah 2:1-10) Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.  3 When you threw me to the depths, into the heart of the open sea, Then the currents engulfed me. All your breakers and waves swept over me.  4 And I said, ‘I have been driven away from your sight! How will I gaze again upon your holy temple?’  5 Waters engulfed me and threatened my life;* The watery deep closed in on me. Weeds were wrapped around my head.  6 To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.” 10 In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land.

Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “Waters encompassed me to the soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”


^ par. 3 (Jonah 3:1-3) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.” 3 So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”


^ par. 4 (Jonah 3:3) So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”


^ par. 4 (Jonah 1:2) “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim judgment against her, for their wickedness has come to my attention.”



^ par. 4 (Jonah 3:2) “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.”



^ par. 4 (Jonah 4:11) Should I not also feel sorry for Ninʹe·veh the great city, in which there are more than 120,000 men who do not even know right from wrong,* as well as their many animals?”

Or “know their right hand from their left.”


^ par. 5 (Gen. 10:11) From that land he went into As·syrʹi·a and built Ninʹe·veh, Re·hoʹboth-Ir, Caʹlah,



^ par. 5 (Jonah 3:3) So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”


^ par. 6 (Jonah 3:4) Then Joʹnah entered the city, and walking a day’s journey, he was proclaiming: “In just 40 days more, Ninʹe·veh will be overthrown.”



^ par. 7 (Jonah 3:5) And the men of Ninʹe·veh put faith in God, and they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them.



^ par. 8 (Jonah 3:6-9) When the message reached the king of Ninʹe·veh, he rose up from his throne and took off his royal garment and covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the ashes. 7 Furthermore, he issued a proclamation throughout Ninʹe·veh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No man or beast, herd or flock, should eat anything at all. They should not take food, nor should they drink any water. 8 Let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast; and let them call out earnestly to God and turn from their evil ways and from the violence they practice. 9 Who knows whether the true God may reconsider* what he intends to do and turn from his burning anger, so that we may not perish?”

Or “feel regret over.”


^ par. 9 (Matt. 12:41) Men of Ninʹe·veh will rise up in the judgment with this generation and will condemn it, because they repented at what Joʹnah preached. But look! something more than Joʹnah is here.



^ par. 9 (John 8:57, 58) Then the Jews said to him: “You are not yet 50 years old, and still you have seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, before Abraham came into existence, I have been.”



^ par. 10 (Jonah 3:10) When the true God saw what they did, how they had turned back from their evil ways, he reconsidered* the calamity that he said he would bring on them, and he did not bring it.

Or “felt regret over.”


^ par. 11 (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ par. 12 (Ezek. 33:11) Tell them, ‘“As surely as I am alive,” declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that someone wicked changes his way and keeps living. Turn back, turn back from your bad ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?”’



^ par. 12 (Jer. 18:7, 8) Whenever I may speak about uprooting and pulling down and destroying a nation or a kingdom, 8 and that nation abandons its wickedness that I spoke against, I will also change my mind concerning* the calamity that I intended to bring against it.

Or “feel regret over.”


^ par. 13 (Zeph. 2:13-15) He will stretch out his hand toward the north and destroy As·syrʹi·a, And he will make Ninʹe·veh desolate, as dry as a desert. 14 Herds will lie down within her, all sorts of wild animals.* Both pelican and porcupine will spend the night among her pillar capitals. A voice will sing in the window. There will be devastation at the threshold; For he will expose the cedar panels. 15 This is the proud city that was sitting in security, That was saying in her heart, ‘I am the one, and there is nobody else.’ How she has become an object of horror, A place for the wild animals to lie down! Everyone passing by her will whistle and shake his fist.”

Lit., “every beast of a nation.”






^ par. 6 It has been estimated that Samaria, the capital of the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel, may have had some 20,000 to 30,000 inhabitants in Jonah’s day—less than a fourth of Nineveh’s population. In its heyday, Nineveh may have been the largest city in the world.


^ par. 8 This detail may seem odd, but it is not without precedent in ancient times. Greek historian Herodotus noted that the ancient Persians grieved over the death of a popular general by including their livestock in the customs of mourning.









^ ***sn song 21 Happy, the Merciful!***


Song 21

Happy, the Merciful!


(Matthew 5:7)


1. How happy are the merciful!

In God’s eyes they are beautiful.

They tell to all who love the right

That God in mercy takes delight.

Through Jesus, mercy God displayed,

Provision for our ransom made.

He offers mercy to the meek

Because he knows our frame is weak.

2. Those merciful like God are blessed;

Through sins forgiven they have rest.

They benefit by mercy shown,

Since Christ appeared before God’s throne.

This mercy they would gladly share

By preaching God’s Word ev’rywhere,

By telling men, “Be of good cheer

Because the Kingdom now is here.”

3. The meek will see Jehovah’s love

When they are judged by him above.

His mercy they will really know,

Since they, like him, true mercy show.

So merciful let’s strive to be

And cultivate that quality.

Our God and Christ have shown the way;

May we show mercy ev’ry day.



(See also Luke 6:36; Rom. 12:8; Jas. 2:13.)





^ (Matt. 5:7) “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy.



^ (Luke 6:36) Continue being merciful, just as your Father is merciful.



^ (Rom. 12:8) or the one who encourages,* let him give encouragement;* the one who distributes,* let him do it liberally; the one who presides,* let him do it diligently;* the one who shows mercy, let him do it cheerfully.

Or “exhorts.”
Or “exhortation.”
Or “contributes.”
Or “takes the lead.”
Or “earnestly.”


^ (Jas. 2:13) For the one who does not practice mercy will have his judgment without mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.















^ (Job 33:1-37:24) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.  2 Look, please! I must open my mouth; My tongue* must speak.  3 My words declare the uprightness of my heart, And my lips sincerely tell what I know.  4 God’s own spirit made me, And the Almighty’s own breath brought me to life.  5 Reply to me if you are able; Present your arguments before me; take your position.  6 Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.  8 But you said in my hearing, Yes, I kept hearing these words,  9 ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am clean, without error. 10 But God finds reasons to oppose me; He considers me his enemy. 11 He puts my feet in stocks; He scrutinizes all my paths.’ 12 But you are not right in saying this, so I will answer you: God is far greater than mortal man. 13 Why do you complain against Him? Is it because he did not answer all your words? 14 For God speaks once and a second time, But no one pays attention, 15 In a dream, a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon people While they sleep in their beds. 16 Then he uncovers their ears And impresses* his instruction upon them, 17 To turn a person away from wrongdoing And to protect a man from pride. 18 God spares his soul* from the pit,* His life from perishing by the sword.* 19 A person is also reproved by pain on his bed And by the constant distress of his bones, 20 So that his very being* loathes bread, And he* rejects even fine food. 21 His flesh wastes away from sight, And his bones that were hidden now protrude.* 22 His soul* draws near to the pit;* His life to those who bring death. 23 If there is a messenger* for him, One advocate out of a thousand, To tell to man what is upright, 24 Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’ 26 He will entreat God, who will accept him, And he will see His face with shouts of joy, And He will restore His righteousness to mortal man. 27 That person will declare* to men, ‘I have sinned and distorted what is right, But I did not receive what I deserved.* 28 He has redeemed my soul* from going into the pit,* And my life will see the light.’ 29 Indeed, God does all these things Twice, three times, for a man, 30 To bring him* back from the pit,* So that he may be enlightened with the light of life. 31 Pay attention, Job! Listen to me! Keep silent, and I will continue speaking. 32 If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right. 33 If you have nothing to say, you should listen to me; Keep silent, and I will teach you wisdom.” 
34 So E·liʹhu continued to say in reply:  2 “Listen to my words, you who are wise; Hear me, you who know so much.  3 For the ear tests words Just as the tongue* tastes food.  4 Let us evaluate for ourselves what is right; Let us decide among ourselves what is good.  5 For Job has said, ‘I am in the right, But God has denied me justice.  6 Would I lie about what my own judgment should be? My wound is incurable, though there is no transgression.’  7 What other man is like Job, Who drinks up derision like water?  8 He is in company with wrongdoers And in association with wicked men.  9 For he has said, ‘A man does not benefit From trying to please God.’ 10 So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong! 11 For he will reward a man according to what he does And bring upon him the consequences of his ways. 12 For a certainty, God does not act wickedly; The Almighty does not pervert justice. 13 Who put him in charge of the earth, And who appointed him over the whole world?* 14 If he fixes his attention* on them, If he gathers their spirit and breath to himself, 15 All humans* would perish together, And mankind would return to the dust. 16 So if you have understanding, pay attention to this; Listen carefully to what I say. 17 Should someone who hates justice be in control, Or would you condemn a powerful one who is righteous? 18 Would you say to a king, ‘You are good for nothing,’ Or to nobles, ‘You are wicked’? 19 There is One who does not show partiality to princes And who does not favor the rich over the poor,* For they are all the work of his hands. 20 They may die suddenly, in the middle of the night; They shake violently and pass away; Even the powerful are removed, but not by human hands. 21 For God’s eyes are upon the ways of a man, And He sees all his steps. 22 There is no darkness or deep shadow Where wrongdoers can conceal themselves. 23 For God has not set an appointed time for any man To appear before him in judgment. 24 He breaks the powerful without needing to investigate And sets up others in their place. 25 For he knows what they are doing; He overthrows them during the night, and they are crushed. 26 He strikes them for their wickedness, In a place where all can see, 27 Because they have turned away from following him And have no regard for any of his ways; 28 They cause the poor to cry out to him, So that he hears the outcry of the helpless. 29 When God remains silent, who can condemn him? When he hides his face, who can see him? Whether toward a nation or a man, the result is the same, 30 So that a godless person* may not rule Or lay snares for the people. 31 For will anyone say to God, ‘I have been punished, although I have committed no offense; 32 Teach me what I have failed to see; If I have done anything wrong, I will not do it again’? 33 Should he reward you on your terms when you reject his judgment? You must decide, not I. So tell me what you know so well. 34 Men of understanding* will say to me —Any wise man who hears me— 35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge, And his words lack insight.’ 36 Let Job be tested* to the limit Because his replies are like those of wicked men! 37 He adds rebellion to his sin; He scornfully claps his hands before us And multiplies his words against the true God!” 
35 E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?  3 For you say, ‘What does it matter to you?* Am I better off than if I had sinned?’  4 I will reply to you And to your companions with you.  5 Look up to heaven and see, Observe the clouds, which are high above you.  6 If you sin, how do you hurt him? If your transgressions multiply, what do you do to him?  7 If you are righteous, what do you give him; What does he receive from you?  8 Your wickedness affects only a human like yourself, And your righteousness, a son of man.  9 People cry out when under great oppression; They cry for relief from the domination* of the powerful. 10 But no one says, ‘Where is God, my Grand Maker, The one causing songs to be sung in the night?’ 11 He teaches us more than the beasts of the earth, And he makes us wiser than the birds of the heavens. 12 People cry out, but he does not answer, Because of the pride of the wicked. 13 Surely God does not hear an empty cry;* The Almighty does not pay attention to it. 14 How much less, then, when you complain that you do not see him! Your legal case is before him, so you should wait anxiously for him. 15 For he has not angrily called for an accounting; Nor has he taken note of your extreme rashness. 16 Job opens his mouth wide in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge.” 
36 E·liʹhu continued:  2 “Be patient with me a little longer while I explain, For I still have words to speak on God’s behalf.  3 I will speak comprehensively about what I know, And I will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.  4 Truly my words are not false; The One perfect in knowledge is here before you.  5 Indeed, God is mighty and rejects no one; He is great in his power of understanding.*  6 He will not preserve the lives of the wicked, But he gives justice to the afflicted.  7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings,* and they are exalted forever.  8 But if they are bound in shackles And caught in ropes of affliction,  9 He reveals to them what they have done, Their transgressions caused by their pride. 10 He opens their ears to correction And tells them to turn away from wrongdoing. 11 If they obey and serve him, They will live out their days in prosperity, And their years will be pleasant. 12 But if they do not obey, they will perish by the sword* And die without knowledge. 13 The godless* at heart will harbor resentment. They do not cry for help even when he binds them. 14 They die* while still young, Spending* their life among male temple prostitutes. 15 But God* rescues the afflicted during their affliction; He opens their ear when they are oppressed. 16 He draws you away from the brink of distress To a broad space, free of restriction, With rich food on your table as consolation. 17 Then you will be satisfied with the judgment on the wicked, When judgment is rendered and justice is upheld. 18 But take care that rage does not lead you into spitefulness,* And do not let a large bribe lead you astray. 19 Would your cry for help Or any of your strenuous efforts keep you from distress? 20 Do not long for the night, When people vanish from their place. 21 Beware that you do not turn to wrongdoing, Choosing this instead of affliction. 22 Look! God is exalted in his power; What instructor is like him? 23 Who has directed* his way Or said to him, ‘What you have done is wrong’? 24 Remember to magnify his activity, Of which men have sung. 25 All mankind has seen it, Mortal man looks on from a distance. 26 Yes, God is greater than we can know; The number of his years is beyond comprehension.* 27 He draws up the drops of water; They condense into rain from his mist; 28 Then the clouds pour it down; They shower down upon mankind. 29 Can anyone understand the layers of clouds, The thundering from his tent?* 30 See how he spreads his lightning* over it And covers the depths* of the sea. 31 By these he sustains* the peoples; He gives them food in abundance. 32 With his hands he covers the lightning, And he directs it against its target. 33 His thunder tells about him, Even the livestock tell who* is coming. 
37 “At this my heart pounds And leaps from its place.  2 Listen carefully to the rumbling of his voice And the thunder that comes from his mouth.  3 He unleashes it under the entire heavens And sends his lightning to the ends of the earth.  4 After that is a roaring sound; He thunders with a majestic voice, And he does not hold it back when his voice is heard.  5 God thunders with his voice in a wonderful way; He does great things that are beyond our understanding.  6 For he says to the snow, ‘Fall to the earth,’ And to the downpour of rain, ‘Pour down mightily.’  7 God puts a stop to all human activity* So that every mortal man will know His work.  8 The wild animals go into their dens And remain in their lairs.  9 The storm wind blows from its chamber, And the cold comes from the north winds. 10 By the breath of God, the ice is produced, And the broad waters are frozen solid. 11 Yes, he weighs down the clouds with moisture; He scatters his lightning in the clouds; 12 They swirl around where he directs them; They carry out whatever he commands on the surface of the inhabited earth.* 13 Whether it is for punishment* or for the sake of the land Or for loyal love, he causes it to happen. 14 Listen to this, Job; Stop and consider carefully the wonderful works of God. 15 Do you know how God controls* the clouds And how he causes the lightning to flash from his cloud? 16 Do you know how the clouds float? These are the wonderful works of the One perfect in knowledge. 17 Why does your clothing become hot When the earth is still because of the south wind? 18 Can you, with him, spread out* the skies As solid as a metal mirror? 19 Tell us what we should say to him; We cannot answer because we are in the dark. 20 Should he be told that I want to speak? Or has anyone said something that should be communicated to him? 21 They cannot even see the light,* Though it is bright in the sky, Until a wind passes by and clears away the clouds. 22 Out of the north comes golden splendor; God’s majesty is awe-inspiring. 23 Understanding the Almighty is beyond our reach; He is great in power, And he never violates his justice and abundant righteousness. 24 Therefore, people should fear him. For he does not favor any who think that they are wise.”*

Lit., “My tongue with my palate.”
Lit., “puts a seal on.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Lit., “his life.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “are laid bare.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “an angel.”
Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”
Lit., “sing.”
Or possibly, “And it did not profit me.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “grave.”
Lit., “palate.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or “the inhabited earth.”
Lit., “his heart.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “the noble over the lowly.”
Or “an apostate.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or possibly, “My father, let Job be tested.”
Likely referring to God.
Lit., “arm.”
Or “a lie.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or possibly, “He enthrones kings.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Or “apostate.”
Or “Their soul dies.”
Or possibly, “Ending.”
Lit., “He.”
Or “spiteful handclapping.”
Or possibly, “criticized; called him to account for.”
Or “is unsearchable.”
Lit., “booth.”
Lit., “light.”
Lit., “roots.”
Or possibly, “pleads the cause of.”
Or possibly, “what.”
Lit., “puts a seal on the hand of every human.”
Or “of the productive land of the earth.”
Lit., “a rod.”
Or “commands.”
Or “beat out.”
That is, of the sun.
Lit., “who are wise of heart.”
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EERUBN EREVENIR

Israelite King David prayed:

“WITH SOMEONE LOYAL
YOU ACT IN LOYALTY.”

- —2 Samuel 22:26.

¥

e Why does God expect us to be loyal?
@ How can being loyal improve our lives?
o How will God “act in loyalty” toward us?

~ Afree public event will answer those questions.
This is your invitation.

s
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WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY?

What happens when we die?

SOME PEOPLE BELIEVE that we live on in another
form, while others feel that death is the end of
everything. What do you believe?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
“The dead know nothing at all.” (Ecclesiastes
9:5) When we die, we cease to exist.

WHAT ELSE WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE

© The first man, Adam, returned to the dust when
he died. (Genesis 2:7; 3:19) Likewise, all others
who die return to the dust.—Ecclesiastes 3:19, 20.

e People who die are acquitted of, or pardoned
for, their sins. (Romans 6:7) There is no further
punishment for sin after a person dies.

Please send me a copy of
What Does the Bible Really Teach?

For more information,
see chapter 6 of this book,
published by Jehovah’s Witnesses

What Does the
Bible Really Teach?

===

Also available at www.jw.org

D Free downloads

J W of this magazine

ORG ) and past issues

=7

Bible available Visit
online in some
130 languages

Can the dead live again?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?
e Yes e No * Maybe

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS
“There is going to be a resurrection.”
—Acts 24:15.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

e The Bible often compares death to sleep.
(John 11:11-14) God can awaken the dead,
just as we can awaken a person from sleep.
—Job 14:13-15.

o The Bible records several resurrections, thus
giving us a solid basis for believing that the dead
will be raised up.—1 Kings 17:17-24; Luke 7:11-17;
John 11:39-44.

LANGUAGE

NAME.

ADDRESS

For mailing address, see page 2

WWW.jw.org,
or scan code
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