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Cover picture: Esther risks her life by appearing before the king without an invitation











September 4-10

ESTHER 1-2





	Song 137 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Strive to Be Modest Like Esther”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Es 2:5​—What evidence seems to support the Biblical account of Mordecai? (w22.11 31 ¶3-6)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Es 1:13-22 (th study 10)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Initial Call: Kingdom​—Mt 6:9, 10. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (th study 1)



	Talk: (5 min.) w20.11 12-14 ¶3-7​—Theme: Help From Jesus and the Angels. (th study 14)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 106



	What Your Peers Say​—Body Image: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience: Why can it be difficult to have a balanced view of our appearance?


Your answer



How can the principle found at 1 Peter 3:3, 4 help us to have a balanced view of ourselves?


Your answer





	Organizational Accomplishments: (10 min.) Play the Organizational Accomplishments video for September.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 56 and endnotes 6 and 7



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 101 and Prayer













^ (Esther 1:1-2:23) Now in the days of A·has·u·eʹrus,* that is, the A·has·u·eʹrus who ruled over 127 provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a,* 2 in those days when King A·has·u·eʹrus was sitting on his royal throne in Shuʹshan* the citadel,* 3 in the third year of his reign, he held a banquet for all his princes and his servants. The army of Persia and Meʹdi·a, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces* were before him, 4 and he showed them the wealth of his glorious kingdom and the grandeur and the splendor of his magnificence for many days, 180 days. 5 And when these days were completed, the king held a banquet for seven days for all the people present in Shuʹshan* the citadel,* from the greatest to the least, in the courtyard of the garden of the king’s palace. 6 There were linen, fine cotton, and blue material held fast in ropes of fine fabric, purple wool in silver rings, pillars of marble, and couches of gold and silver on a pavement of porphyry, marble, pearl, and black marble. 7 Wine was served in gold cups;* each cup was different from the other, and the royal wine was plentiful, according to the means of the king. 8 The drinking was according to the rule that no one was under compulsion,* for the king had arranged with the officials of his palace that each should do as he pleased. 9 Queen Vashʹti also held a banquet for the women at the royal house* of King A·has·u·eʹrus. 10 On the seventh day, when the king’s heart was in a cheerful mood because of the wine, he told Me·huʹman, Bizʹtha, Har·boʹna, Bigʹtha, A·bagʹtha, Zeʹthar, and Carʹkas, the seven court officials who were personal attendants to King A·has·u·eʹrus, 11 to bring before the king Queen Vashʹti, wearing the royal headdress,* to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was very beautiful. 12 But Queen Vashʹti kept refusing to come at the king’s order that was conveyed through the court officials. At this the king became very angry, and his rage flared up within him. 13 The king then spoke to the wise men who had insight with regard to precedents* (for in this way the king’s matter came before all those versed in law and legal cases, 14 and those closest to him were Car·sheʹna, Sheʹthar, Ad·maʹtha, Tarʹshish, Meʹres, Mar·seʹna, and Me·muʹcan, seven princes of Persia and Meʹdi·a, who had access to the king and who occupied the highest positions in the kingdom). 15 The king asked: “According to law, what is to be done with Queen Vashʹti because she has not obeyed the order of King A·has·u·eʹrus conveyed through the court officials?” 16 To this Me·muʹcan said in the presence of the king and the princes: “It is not against the king alone that Queen Vashʹti has done wrong, but against all the princes and against all the peoples in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus. 17 For what the queen did will become known by all the wives, and they will despise their husbands and say, ‘King A·has·u·eʹrus said to bring in Queen Vashʹti before him, but she refused to come.’ 18 This very day the princesses of Persia and Meʹdi·a who know about what the queen did will talk to all the princes of the king, resulting in much contempt and indignation. 19 If it seems good to the king, let a royal decree be issued from him, and let it be written among the laws of Persia and Meʹdi·a, which cannot be repealed, that Vashʹti may never again come in before King A·has·u·eʹrus; and let the king confer her royal position on a woman who is better than she is. 20 And when the decree of the king is heard in all his vast realm, all the wives will give honor to their husbands, from the greatest to the least.” 21 This proposal pleased the king and the princes, and the king did what Me·muʹcan said. 22 So he sent letters to all the royal provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language, for every husband to be master* in his own house and to speak in the language of his own people. 
2 After these things, when the rage of King A·has·u·eʹrus had subsided, he remembered what Vashʹti had done and what had been decided against her. 2 Then the king’s personal attendants said: “A search should be made for young, beautiful virgins for the king. 3 And let the king appoint commissioners in all the provinces* of his realm to bring together all the beautiful young virgins to Shuʹshan* the citadel,* to the house of the women.* Let them be put in the care of Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch and guardian of the women, and let them be given beauty treatments.* 4 And the young woman who is most pleasing to the king will be queen instead of Vashʹti.” The suggestion was pleasing to the king, and that is what he did. 5 There was a certain Jewish man in Shuʹshan* the citadel* whose name was Morʹde·cai son of Jaʹir son of Shimʹe·i son of Kish, a Benʹja·min·ite, 6 who had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the people who were deported with King Jec·o·niʹah* of Judah, whom King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon took into exile. 7 He was the guardian* of Ha·dasʹsah,* that is, Esther, the daughter of his father’s brother, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was beautifully formed and attractive in appearance, and at the death of her father and her mother, Morʹde·cai took her as his daughter. 8 When the king’s word and his law were proclaimed and when many young women were brought together at Shuʹshan* the citadel* under the care of Hegʹa·i, Esther was also taken to the king’s house* under the care of Hegʹa·i the guardian of the women. 9 Now the young woman was pleasing to him and won his favor,* so he promptly arranged for her beauty treatments* and her diet, and he assigned to her seven selected young women from the king’s house. He also transferred her and her young attendants to the best place in the house of the women.* 10 Esther did not say anything about her people or her relatives, for Morʹde·cai had instructed her not to tell anyone. 11 Day after day Morʹde·cai would walk in front of the courtyard of the house of the women* to learn about Esther’s welfare and about what was happening to her. 12 Each young woman had her turn to go in to King A·has·u·eʹrus after completing the 12-month treatment that was prescribed for the women, for this was the way they had to fulfill their beauty treatment*—six months with oil of myrrh and six months with balsam oil and various ointments for beauty treatment.* 13 Then the young woman was ready to go in to the king, and whatever she asked for would be given her when she went from the house of the women* to the king’s house. 14 In the evening she would go in, and in the morning she would return to the second house of the women,* under the care of Sha·ashʹgaz the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the concubines. She would not go to the king again unless the king had been especially pleased with her and she was requested by name. 15 And when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il the uncle of Morʹde·cai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the women, recommended. (All the while Esther was winning the favor of everyone who saw her.) 16 Esther was taken to King A·has·u·eʹrus at his royal house in the tenth month, that is, the month of Teʹbeth,* in the seventh year of his reign. 17 And the king came to love Esther more than all the other women, and she won his favor and approval* more than any of the other virgins. So he put the royal headdress* on her head and made her queen instead of Vashʹti. 18 And the king held a great banquet for all his princes and his servants, the banquet of Esther. He then proclaimed an amnesty for the provinces,* and he kept giving gifts according to the means of the king. 19 Now when virgins* were brought together a second time, Morʹde·cai was sitting in the king’s gate. 20 Esther did not say anything about her relatives and her people, just as Morʹde·cai had instructed her; Esther continued to do what Morʹde·cai said, just as when she was under his care. 21 In those days while Morʹde·cai was sitting in the king’s gate, Bigʹthan and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, got angry and plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus. 22 But Morʹde·cai learned about it, and he immediately told Queen Esther. Esther then spoke to the king in Morʹde·cai’s name.* 23 So the matter was investigated and eventually confirmed, and both men were hanged on a stake; and this was all recorded in the book of the history of the times in the presence of the king.

Understood to be Xerxes I, son of Darius the Great (Darius Hystaspis).
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Cush.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “vessels; goblets.”
Or “restriction.”
Or “palace.”
Or “turban.”
Or “procedures.” Lit., “the times.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “the jurisdictional districts of the king.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “prince.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “to the harem.”
Or “be given massages.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Called Jehoiachin at 2Ki 24:8.
Or “caretaker.”
Meaning “Myrtle.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “palace.”
Or “loyal love.”
Or “her massages.”
Or “in the harem.”
Or “of the harem.”
Or “their massages.”
Or “and with massages of the women.”
Or “from the harem.”
Or “the second harem.”
See App. B15.
Or “loyal love.”
Or “turban.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “young women.”
Lit., “to lay hand on.”
Or “on behalf of Mordecai.”


^ (Esther 2:5) There was a certain Jewish man in Shuʹshan* the citadel* whose name was Morʹde·cai son of Jaʹir son of Shimʹe·i son of Kish, a Benʹja·min·ite,

Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”


^ (Esther 1:13-22) The king then spoke to the wise men who had insight with regard to precedents* (for in this way the king’s matter came before all those versed in law and legal cases, 14 and those closest to him were Car·sheʹna, Sheʹthar, Ad·maʹtha, Tarʹshish, Meʹres, Mar·seʹna, and Me·muʹcan, seven princes of Persia and Meʹdi·a, who had access to the king and who occupied the highest positions in the kingdom). 15 The king asked: “According to law, what is to be done with Queen Vashʹti because she has not obeyed the order of King A·has·u·eʹrus conveyed through the court officials?” 16 To this Me·muʹcan said in the presence of the king and the princes: “It is not against the king alone that Queen Vashʹti has done wrong, but against all the princes and against all the peoples in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus. 17 For what the queen did will become known by all the wives, and they will despise their husbands and say, ‘King A·has·u·eʹrus said to bring in Queen Vashʹti before him, but she refused to come.’ 18 This very day the princesses of Persia and Meʹdi·a who know about what the queen did will talk to all the princes of the king, resulting in much contempt and indignation. 19 If it seems good to the king, let a royal decree be issued from him, and let it be written among the laws of Persia and Meʹdi·a, which cannot be repealed, that Vashʹti may never again come in before King A·has·u·eʹrus; and let the king confer her royal position on a woman who is better than she is. 20 And when the decree of the king is heard in all his vast realm, all the wives will give honor to their husbands, from the greatest to the least.” 21 This proposal pleased the king and the princes, and the king did what Me·muʹcan said. 22 So he sent letters to all the royal provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language, for every husband to be master* in his own house and to speak in the language of his own people.

Or “procedures.” Lit., “the times.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “the jurisdictional districts of the king.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “prince.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:3, 4) Do not let your adornment be external—the braiding of hair and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothing— 4 but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.
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TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Strive to Be Modest Like Esther






[Play the video Introduction to Esther.]

Esther was a very beautiful woman (Es 2:7)

Esther remained modest despite receiving praise and flattery (Es 2:9, 15; w17.01 25 ¶11; ia 130 ¶15)

ASK YOURSELF, ‘What do my words and actions reveal about the way I view myself?’​—w17.01 25 ¶12.









^ (Esther 2:7) He was the guardian* of Ha·dasʹsah,* that is, Esther, the daughter of his father’s brother, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was beautifully formed and attractive in appearance, and at the death of her father and her mother, Morʹde·cai took her as his daughter.

Or “caretaker.”
Meaning “Myrtle.”


^ (Esther 2:9) Now the young woman was pleasing to him and won his favor,* so he promptly arranged for her beauty treatments* and her diet, and he assigned to her seven selected young women from the king’s house. He also transferred her and her young attendants to the best place in the house of the women.*

Or “loyal love.”
Or “her massages.”
Or “in the harem.”


^ (Esther 2:15) And when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il the uncle of Morʹde·cai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the women, recommended. (All the while Esther was winning the favor of everyone who saw her.)








September 11-17

ESTHER 3-5





	Song 85 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Help Others to Reach Their Full Potential”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Es 4:12-16​—How do we fight for freedom to worship, as Esther and Mordecai did? (kr 160 ¶14)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Es 3:1-12 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Return Visit: Kingdom​—Mt 14:19, 20. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Return Visit: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our Bible study program, and leave a Bible course contact card. (th study 16)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 12 intro and points 1-3 (th study 15)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 65



	Become Jehovah’s Friend​—Esther Had Courage: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then, if possible, ask selected children: In what way would you like to imitate Esther’s courage?


Your answer





	Local Needs: (10 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 57



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 125 and Prayer













^ (Esther 3:1-5:14) After this King A·has·u·eʹrus promoted Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite and exalted him by putting his throne above all the other princes who were with him. 2 And all the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate would bow low and prostrate themselves to Haʹman, for this is what the king had commanded respecting him. But Morʹde·cai refused to bow low or prostrate himself. 3 So the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Morʹde·cai: “Why are you ignoring the king’s commandment?” 4 Day after day they would ask him, but he would not listen to them. Then they told Haʹman to see whether Morʹde·cai’s conduct would be tolerated; for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 Now when Haʹman saw that Morʹde·cai refused to bow low and prostrate himself to him, Haʹman became filled with rage. 6 But he despised the thought of doing away with* Morʹde·cai alone, for they had told him about Morʹde·cai’s people. So Haʹman began seeking to annihilate all the Jews who were in the entire realm of A·has·u·eʹrus, all of Morʹde·cai’s people. 7 In the first month, that is, the month of Niʹsan,* in the 12th year of King A·has·u·eʹrus, they cast Pur (that is, the Lot) before Haʹman to determine the day and the month, and it fell on the 12th month, that is, Aʹdar.* 8 Haʹman then said to King A·has·u·eʹrus: “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces* of your realm, whose laws are different from those of all other peoples; and they do not obey the king’s laws, and it is not in the king’s interests to let them be. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be destroyed. I will pay 10,000 silver talents* to the officials to put into the royal treasury.”* 10 At that the king removed his signet ring from his own hand and gave it to Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, who was the enemy of the Jews. 11 The king said to Haʹman: “The silver and the people are given to you, to do with them as you see fit.” 12 The king’s secretaries were then called on the 13th day of the first month. They put in writing all of Haʹman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors who were over the provinces,* and the princes of the different peoples, to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language. It was written in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 13 The letters were sent by means of couriers to all the king’s provinces,* giving the order to annihilate, to kill, and to destroy all the Jews, young and old alike, children and women, on a single day, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar, and to seize their possessions. 14 A copy of the document was to be issued as a law in every province* and proclaimed to all the peoples, so that they would be prepared for that day. 15 The couriers went out quickly by order of the king; the law was issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* The king and Haʹman then sat down to drink, but the city of Shuʹshan* was in confusion. 
4 When Morʹde·cai learned of everything that had been done, he ripped his garments apart and put on sackcloth and ashes. Then he went out into the middle of the city, crying out loudly and bitterly. 2 He went only as far as the king’s gate, for no one was to enter the king’s gate wearing sackcloth. 3 And in every province* where the king’s word and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the Jews, along with fasting and weeping and wailing. Many were lying down in sackcloth and ashes. 4 When Esther’s female attendants and her eunuchs came in and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. Then she sent garments for Morʹde·cai to wear instead of his sackcloth, but he refused them. 5 At this Esther summoned Haʹthach, one of the king’s eunuchs, whom he had appointed to serve her, and she ordered him to find out from Morʹde·cai what this meant and what was happening. 6 So Haʹthach went out to Morʹde·cai in the public square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7 Morʹde·cai told him about everything that had happened to him and the exact amount of money that Haʹman had promised to pay to the king’s treasury for the Jews to be destroyed. 8 He also gave him a copy of the written decree that had been issued in Shuʹshan* for their annihilation. He was to show it to Esther and explain it to her and instruct her to go in to the king to beg for his favor and to plead directly with him in behalf of her people. 9 Haʹthach came back and told Esther what Morʹde·cai had said. 10 Esther replied to Haʹthach with instructions to tell Morʹde·cai: 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces* are aware that if any man or woman goes into the king’s inner courtyard without being summoned, there is only one law that applies: He is to be put to death; he may live only if the king holds out to him the golden scepter. And I have not been summoned to the king now for 30 days.” 12 When Morʹde·cai was told what Esther had said, 13 he replied to Esther: “Do not imagine that because you are in the king’s household you are any more likely to escape than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?” 15 Then Esther replied to Morʹde·cai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shuʹshan* and fast in my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night and day. I along with my female attendants will also fast. I will go in to the king, which is against the law, and if I am to perish, I will perish.” 17 So Morʹde·cai went his way and did all that Esther had instructed him to do. 
5 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner courtyard of the king’s house,* opposite the king’s house, while the king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal house opposite the entrance. 2 As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she gained his favor, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Esther then approached and touched the top of the scepter. 3 The king asked her: “What is the matter, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be granted you!” 4 Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the king along with Haʹman come today to the banquet that I have prepared for him.” 5 So the king said to his men: “Tell Haʹman to come quickly, as Esther requests.” So the king and Haʹman went to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 6 During the banquet of wine, the king said to Esther: “What is your petition? It will be granted you! And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!” 7 Esther answered: “My petition and my request is, 8 If I have found favor with the king and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and to act on my request, let the king and Haʹman come to the banquet that I will hold for them tomorrow; and tomorrow I will do as the king says.” 9 On that day Haʹman went out joyful and with a cheerful heart. But when Haʹman saw Morʹde·cai in the king’s gate and noticed that he did not rise and tremble in his presence, Haʹman was filled with rage against Morʹde·cai. 10 However, Haʹman restrained himself and went to his house. Then he sent for his friends and Zeʹresh his wife. 11 Haʹman boasted about his glorious wealth, his many sons, and how the king had promoted him and had exalted him over the princes and the servants of the king. 12 Haʹman added: “What is more, Queen Esther invited no one else but me to accompany the king to the banquet she prepared. I am also invited tomorrow to be with her and the king. 13 But all of this fails to satisfy me as long as I see Morʹde·cai the Jew sitting in the king’s gate.” 14 So Zeʹresh his wife and all his friends said to him: “Have a stake put up, 50 cubits* high. And in the morning tell the king that Morʹde·cai should be hanged on it. Then go with the king to enjoy yourself at the banquet.” This suggestion seemed good to Haʹman, so he had the stake put up.

Lit., “laying a hand on.”
See App. B15.
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
Or possibly, “I will pay 10,000 talents into the royal treasury for those who carry out this work.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace.”
Or “for.”
Or “for.”
About 22.3 m (73 ft). See App. B14.


^ (Esther 4:12-16) When Morʹde·cai was told what Esther had said, 13 he replied to Esther: “Do not imagine that because you are in the king’s household you are any more likely to escape than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?” 15 Then Esther replied to Morʹde·cai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shuʹshan* and fast in my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night and day. I along with my female attendants will also fast. I will go in to the king, which is against the law, and if I am to perish, I will perish.”

Or “Susa.”


^ (Esther 3:1-12) After this King A·has·u·eʹrus promoted Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite and exalted him by putting his throne above all the other princes who were with him. 2 And all the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate would bow low and prostrate themselves to Haʹman, for this is what the king had commanded respecting him. But Morʹde·cai refused to bow low or prostrate himself. 3 So the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Morʹde·cai: “Why are you ignoring the king’s commandment?” 4 Day after day they would ask him, but he would not listen to them. Then they told Haʹman to see whether Morʹde·cai’s conduct would be tolerated; for he had told them that he was a Jew. 5 Now when Haʹman saw that Morʹde·cai refused to bow low and prostrate himself to him, Haʹman became filled with rage. 6 But he despised the thought of doing away with* Morʹde·cai alone, for they had told him about Morʹde·cai’s people. So Haʹman began seeking to annihilate all the Jews who were in the entire realm of A·has·u·eʹrus, all of Morʹde·cai’s people. 7 In the first month, that is, the month of Niʹsan,* in the 12th year of King A·has·u·eʹrus, they cast Pur (that is, the Lot) before Haʹman to determine the day and the month, and it fell on the 12th month, that is, Aʹdar.* 8 Haʹman then said to King A·has·u·eʹrus: “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces* of your realm, whose laws are different from those of all other peoples; and they do not obey the king’s laws, and it is not in the king’s interests to let them be. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be destroyed. I will pay 10,000 silver talents* to the officials to put into the royal treasury.”* 10 At that the king removed his signet ring from his own hand and gave it to Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, who was the enemy of the Jews. 11 The king said to Haʹman: “The silver and the people are given to you, to do with them as you see fit.” 12 The king’s secretaries were then called on the 13th day of the first month. They put in writing all of Haʹman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors who were over the provinces,* and the princes of the different peoples, to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language. It was written in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed with the king’s signet ring.

Lit., “laying a hand on.”
See App. B15.
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
Or possibly, “I will pay 10,000 talents into the royal treasury for those who carry out this work.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Help Others to Reach Their Full Potential






Mordecai set an example of courageous loyalty (Es 3:2-4; it-2 431 ¶7)

He helped Esther to see her potential to do good (Es 4:7, 8; it-2 431 ¶9)

He encouraged Esther to be courageous and trust in Jehovah (Es 4:12-14; ia 133 ¶22-23)



[image: Collage: 1. An elder speaks encouragingly to a young brother while in the ministry. 2. The young brother fills out an online application to attend the School for Kingdom Evangelizers. 3. Later, the brother graduates from the School for Kingdom Evangelizers.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘Do my words and actions help others in the congregation to reach their full potential?’









^ (Esther 3:2-4) And all the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate would bow low and prostrate themselves to Haʹman, for this is what the king had commanded respecting him. But Morʹde·cai refused to bow low or prostrate himself. 3 So the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Morʹde·cai: “Why are you ignoring the king’s commandment?” 4 Day after day they would ask him, but he would not listen to them. Then they told Haʹman to see whether Morʹde·cai’s conduct would be tolerated; for he had told them that he was a Jew.



^ (Esther 4:7, 8) Morʹde·cai told him about everything that had happened to him and the exact amount of money that Haʹman had promised to pay to the king’s treasury for the Jews to be destroyed. 8 He also gave him a copy of the written decree that had been issued in Shuʹshan* for their annihilation. He was to show it to Esther and explain it to her and instruct her to go in to the king to beg for his favor and to plead directly with him in behalf of her people.

Or “Susa.”


^ (Esther 4:12-14) When Morʹde·cai was told what Esther had said, 13 he replied to Esther: “Do not imagine that because you are in the king’s household you are any more likely to escape than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?”








September 18-24

ESTHER 6-8





	Song 115 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“A Lesson in Good Communication”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Es 7:4​—How would an annihilation of the Jews “be damaging to the king”? (w06 3/1 11 ¶1)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Es 8:9-17 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 3)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Invite the person to a meeting, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 12)



	Talk: (5 min.) w22.01 10-11 ¶8-10​—Theme: Teach Effectively Like James—​Keep Your Message Simple. (th study 17)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 148



	“Rely On Jehovah When Dealing With a Bully”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 58



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 124 and Prayer













^ (Esther 6:1-8:17) That night the king could not sleep.* So he said to bring the book of the historical records of the times, and it was read to the king. 2 There it was found written what Morʹde·cai had reported concerning Big·thaʹna and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, who had plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus. 3 The king asked: “What honor and recognition has been given to Morʹde·cai for this?” To this the king’s personal attendants said: “Nothing has been done for him.” 4 Later the king said: “Who is in the courtyard?” Now Haʹman had come into the outer courtyard of the king’s house* to speak to the king about having Morʹde·cai hanged on the stake that he had prepared for him. 5 The king’s attendants said to him: “It is Haʹman standing in the courtyard.” So the king said: “Have him come in.” 6 When Haʹman came in, the king said to him: “What should be done for the man whom the king wishes to honor?” Haʹman said in his heart: “Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?” 7 So Haʹman said to the king: “For the man whom the king wishes to honor, 8 let them bring royal attire that the king wears and a horse on which the king rides, with the royal headdress on its head. 9 Then let the attire and the horse be put into the charge of one of the king’s noble princes, and they should clothe the man whom the king wishes to honor and have him ride on the horse in the public square of the city. They should call out before him: ‘This is what is done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!’” 10 At once the king said to Haʹman: “Quick! Take the attire and the horse, and do what you just said for Morʹde·cai the Jew who is sitting in the king’s gate. Do not leave out anything that you have said.” 11 So Haʹman took the attire and the horse, and he clothed Morʹde·cai and made him ride in the public square of the city and called out before him: “This is what is done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!” 12 Afterward Morʹde·cai returned to the king’s gate, but Haʹman hurried to his house, mourning with his head covered. 13 When Haʹman related to his wife Zeʹresh and to all his friends everything that had happened to him, his wise men and his wife Zeʹresh said to him: “If Morʹde·cai, before whom you have started to fall, is of Jewish descent,* you will not prevail against him; you will surely fall before him.” 14 While they were still speaking with him, the king’s court officials arrived and quickly took Haʹman to the banquet that Esther had made. 
7 So the king and Haʹman came in to Queen Esther’s banquet. 2 The king said to Esther again on the second day during the banquet of wine: “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!” 3 Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life* be granted as my petition, and my people as my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.” 5 King A·has·u·eʹrus then said to Queen Esther: “Who is this, and where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?” 6 Esther said: “The adversary and enemy is this evil Haʹman.” Haʹman became terrified because of the king and the queen. 7 The king rose up in a rage from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden, but Haʹman stood up to plead with Queen Esther for his life,* for he realized that the king was determined to punish him. 8 The king returned from the palace garden to the house of the wine banquet and saw that Haʹman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was. The king exclaimed: “Is he also going to rape the queen in my own house?” As soon as these words left the king’s mouth, they covered Haʹman’s face. 9 Har·boʹna, one of the king’s court officials, now said: “Haʹman also prepared a stake for Morʹde·cai, whose report saved the king. It is standing at Haʹman’s house, 50 cubits* high.” At that the king said: “Hang him on it.” 10 So they hanged Haʹman on the stake that he had prepared for Morʹde·cai, and the king’s rage subsided. 
8 On that day King A·has·u·eʹrus gave the house of Haʹman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Morʹde·cai came in before the king, because Esther had revealed how he was related to her. 2 Then the king removed his signet ring that he had taken away from Haʹman and gave it to Morʹde·cai. And Esther put Morʹde·cai in charge of the house of Haʹman. 3 Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.* 6 For how can I bear to look upon the disaster that will come upon my people, and how can I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?” 7 So King A·has·u·eʹrus said to Queen Esther and to Morʹde·cai the Jew: “Look! I have given the house of Haʹman to Esther and have had him hanged on the stake, because of his plot to attack* the Jews. 8 You may now write in the king’s name whatever you see fit in behalf of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring, for a decree that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.” 9 So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language. 10 He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 15 Now Morʹde·cai left the king’s presence in royal apparel of blue and white, wearing a great golden crown and a fine-fabric cloak of purple wool. And the city of Shuʹshan* shouted for joy. 16 For the Jews there was relief* and rejoicing and exultation and honor. 17 And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them.

Lit., “the king’s sleep fled.”
Lit., “to lay hand on.”
Or “palace.”
Lit., “from the seed of the Jews.”
Or “for.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
About 22.3 m (73 ft). See App. B14.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “because he thrust out his hand against.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ (Esther 7:4) For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.”



^ (Esther 8:9-17) So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language. 10 He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 15 Now Morʹde·cai left the king’s presence in royal apparel of blue and white, wearing a great golden crown and a fine-fabric cloak of purple wool. And the city of Shuʹshan* shouted for joy. 16 For the Jews there was relief* and rejoicing and exultation and honor. 17 And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them.

See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

A Lesson in Good Communication






Esther waited for the right time to speak up (Es 7:2; ia 140 ¶15-16)

She spoke with tact and respect (Es 7:3; ia 140 ¶17)

She was open and honest (Es 7:4; ia 141 ¶18-19)



[image: A mother and daughter talking happily as they prepare a meal together.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘How can I imitate Esther’s example when communicating with members of my family?’









^ (Esther 7:2) The king said to Esther again on the second day during the banquet of wine: “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!”

Or “for.”


^ (Esther 7:3) Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life* be granted as my petition, and my people as my request.

Or “soul.”


^ (Esther 7:4) For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.”










[image: A teenage girl showing her phone to her parents and expressing her feelings to them. Her parents are listening intently.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Rely On Jehovah When Dealing With a Bully






Bullies can cause us physical and emotional pain. They can even harm us spiritually if we become intimidated when they oppose our worship. How can you protect yourself from a bully?

Many of Jehovah’s worshippers have successfully dealt with bullies by relying on Jehovah. (Ps 18:17) For example, Esther spoke up in order to reveal the plans of an evil bully named Haman. (Es 7:1-6) Before doing so, she showed her reliance on Jehovah by fasting. (Es 4:14-16) Jehovah blessed her actions and protected her and his people.

Young ones, if you are confronted by a bully, ask Jehovah for help and talk to a mature adult, such as a parent, about your problem. You can be sure that Jehovah will help you just as he helped Esther. What else can you do to cope with bullying?

WATCH THE VIDEO MY TEEN LIFE​—HOW CAN I COPE WITH BULLYING? AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What can young ones learn from Charlie’s and Ferin’s examples?


Your answer





	  What can parents learn from Charlie’s and Ferin’s comments about helping children to cope with a bully?


Your answer















^ (Ps. 18:17) He rescued me from my strong enemy, From those hating me, who were stronger than I was.



^ (Esther 7:1-6) So the king and Haʹman came in to Queen Esther’s banquet. 2 The king said to Esther again on the second day during the banquet of wine: “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!” 3 Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life* be granted as my petition, and my people as my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.” 5 King A·has·u·eʹrus then said to Queen Esther: “Who is this, and where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?” 6 Esther said: “The adversary and enemy is this evil Haʹman.” Haʹman became terrified because of the king and the queen.

Or “for.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Esther 4:14-16) For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?” 15 Then Esther replied to Morʹde·cai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shuʹshan* and fast in my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night and day. I along with my female attendants will also fast. I will go in to the king, which is against the law, and if I am to perish, I will perish.”

Or “Susa.”







September 25–October 1

ESTHER 9-10





	Song 102 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“He Used His Authority Unselfishly”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Es 9:15, 16​—Why did the Jews not take any spoil? (w06 3/1 11 ¶4)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Es 9:1-14 (th study 11)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (2 min.) Use the sample conversation topic. (th study 6)



	Return Visit: (5 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure, and demonstrate a Bible study. (th study 13)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 12 Dig Deeper introduction and point 4 (th study 19)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 117



	“Shepherds Who Work for the Good of Jehovah’s People”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 59 points 1-5



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 55 and Prayer













^ (Esther 9:1-10:3) On the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar,* when the king’s word and his law were to be carried out, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to overpower them, the opposite happened, and the Jews defeated those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus to lay hands on those seeking to harm them, and not a man could stand against them, for the dread of them had fallen upon all the peoples. 3 And all the princes of the provinces,* the satraps, the governors, and those handling the business of the king were supporting the Jews, for they were in fear of Morʹde·cai. 4 Morʹde·cai had become powerful in the king’s house,* and his fame was spreading throughout all the provinces,* because Morʹde·cai was steadily growing more powerful. 5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them; they did whatever they wanted to those hating them. 6 In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men. 7 Also, they killed Par·shan·daʹtha, Dalʹphon, As·paʹtha, 8 Po·raʹtha, A·daʹli·a, A·ri·daʹtha, 9 Par·mashʹta, Arʹi·sai, Arʹi·dai, and Vai·zaʹtha, 10 the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder. 11 On that day the number of those killed in Shuʹshan* the citadel* was reported to the king. 12 The king said to Queen Esther: “In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and the ten sons of Haʹman. What, then, have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces?* What is your petition now? It will be granted you. And what is your further request? It will be done.” 13 Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the Jews who are in Shuʹshan* be permitted to act tomorrow also according to today’s law; and let the ten sons of Haʹman be hanged on the stake.” 14 So the king gave orders for that to be done. A law was issued in Shuʹshan,* and the ten sons of Haʹman were hanged. 15 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder. 17 That was on the 13th day of the month of Aʹdar, and they rested on the 14th day and made it a day of feasting and of rejoicing. 18 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together on the 13th day and on the 14th day, and they rested on the 15th day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing. 19 That is why the rural Jews inhabiting the cities of the outlying districts made the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar a day of rejoicing and feasting, a day of celebration, and a time to send portions of food to one another. 20 Morʹde·cai recorded these events and sent official letters to all the Jews in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, both near and far. 21 He instructed them to observe the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar, as well as the 15th day, each and every year, 22 because on those days the Jews rested from their enemies and in that month their grief was changed to rejoicing and their mourning to a day of celebration. They were to observe them as days of feasting and rejoicing and as a time to send portions of food to one another and gifts to the poor. 23 And the Jews agreed to continue the celebration that they had started and to do what Morʹde·cai wrote to them. 24 For Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, the enemy of all the Jews, had schemed against the Jews to destroy them, and he had cast Pur, that is, the Lot, to throw them into a panic and to destroy them. 25 But when Esther came in before the king, he gave orders in writing: “Let his evil scheme against the Jews come back on his own head”; and they hanged him and his sons on the stake. 26 That is why they called these days Puʹrim, after the name of the Pur.* Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter and what they saw concerning this matter and what had come upon them, 27 the Jews obligated themselves and their descendants and all those joining them to celebrate these two days without fail and to carry out what was written concerning them at the appointed time each and every year. 28 These days were to be remembered and observed in every generation, by each family, each province,* and each city; and these days of Puʹrim should not cease among the Jews, and their commemoration should not come to an end among their descendants. 29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il, and Morʹde·cai the Jew wrote with full authority to confirm a second letter about Puʹrim. 30 He sent official letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces,* the realm of A·has·u·eʹrus, in words of peace and truth 31 to confirm the observance of the days of Puʹrim at their appointed times, just as Morʹde·cai the Jew and Queen Esther had instructed them to do and just as they had obligated themselves* and their descendants to carry out, including the fasting and supplication. 32 And the command of Esther confirmed these matters concerning Puʹrim, and it was recorded in a book. 
10 King A·has·u·eʹrus imposed forced labor on the land and the islands of the sea. 2 And all his powerful and mighty accomplishments, as well as the detailed account of Morʹde·cai’s greatness to which the king exalted him, are they not written in the book of the history of the times of the kings of Meʹdi·a and Persia? 3 For Morʹde·cai the Jew was second only to King A·has·u·eʹrus. He was great* among the Jews and respected by the multitude of his brothers, working for the good of his people and advocating the welfare of* all their descendants.

See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
“Pur,” meaning “Lot.” The plural form “Purim” came to designate the Jewish festival celebrated in the 12th month of the sacred calendar. See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “had imposed upon their soul.”
Or “highly regarded.”
Lit., “and speaking peace for.”


^ (Esther 9:15, 16) The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder.

Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”


^ (Esther 9:1-14) On the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar,* when the king’s word and his law were to be carried out, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to overpower them, the opposite happened, and the Jews defeated those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus to lay hands on those seeking to harm them, and not a man could stand against them, for the dread of them had fallen upon all the peoples. 3 And all the princes of the provinces,* the satraps, the governors, and those handling the business of the king were supporting the Jews, for they were in fear of Morʹde·cai. 4 Morʹde·cai had become powerful in the king’s house,* and his fame was spreading throughout all the provinces,* because Morʹde·cai was steadily growing more powerful. 5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them; they did whatever they wanted to those hating them. 6 In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men. 7 Also, they killed Par·shan·daʹtha, Dalʹphon, As·paʹtha, 8 Po·raʹtha, A·daʹli·a, A·ri·daʹtha, 9 Par·mashʹta, Arʹi·sai, Arʹi·dai, and Vai·zaʹtha, 10 the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder. 11 On that day the number of those killed in Shuʹshan* the citadel* was reported to the king. 12 The king said to Queen Esther: “In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and the ten sons of Haʹman. What, then, have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces?* What is your petition now? It will be granted you. And what is your further request? It will be done.” 13 Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the Jews who are in Shuʹshan* be permitted to act tomorrow also according to today’s law; and let the ten sons of Haʹman be hanged on the stake.” 14 So the king gave orders for that to be done. A law was issued in Shuʹshan,* and the ten sons of Haʹman were hanged.

See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

He Used His Authority Unselfishly






Mordecai received a position of great authority (Es 9:4; it-2 432 ¶2)

He instituted a yearly observance to honor Jehovah (Es 9:20-22, 26-28; it-2 716 ¶5)

He worked for the good of God’s people (Es 10:3)



[image: A young elder giving an older sister a supporting arm as they work together in the field ministry.]



Today, those who have a measure of authority in Jehovah’s organization do their best to imitate Mordecai’s example.​—cl 101-102 ¶12-13.









^ (Esther 9:4) Morʹde·cai had become powerful in the king’s house,* and his fame was spreading throughout all the provinces,* because Morʹde·cai was steadily growing more powerful.

Or “palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ (Esther 9:20-22) Morʹde·cai recorded these events and sent official letters to all the Jews in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, both near and far. 21 He instructed them to observe the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar, as well as the 15th day, each and every year, 22 because on those days the Jews rested from their enemies and in that month their grief was changed to rejoicing and their mourning to a day of celebration. They were to observe them as days of feasting and rejoicing and as a time to send portions of food to one another and gifts to the poor.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ (Esther 9:26-28) That is why they called these days Puʹrim, after the name of the Pur.* Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter and what they saw concerning this matter and what had come upon them, 27 the Jews obligated themselves and their descendants and all those joining them to celebrate these two days without fail and to carry out what was written concerning them at the appointed time each and every year. 28 These days were to be remembered and observed in every generation, by each family, each province,* and each city; and these days of Puʹrim should not cease among the Jews, and their commemoration should not come to an end among their descendants.

“Pur,” meaning “Lot.” The plural form “Purim” came to designate the Jewish festival celebrated in the 12th month of the sacred calendar. See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional district.”


^ (Esther 10:3) For Morʹde·cai the Jew was second only to King A·has·u·eʹrus. He was great* among the Jews and respected by the multitude of his brothers, working for the good of his people and advocating the welfare of* all their descendants.

Or “highly regarded.”
Lit., “and speaking peace for.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Shepherds Who Work for the Good of Jehovah’s People






Many people have a negative view of individuals in authority. Who can blame them? Humans have a long history of abusing their authority to benefit themselves. (Mic 7:3) How grateful we are that elders in the congregation are trained to use their authority for the good of Jehovah’s people.​—Es 10:3; Mt 20:25, 26.

Unlike those in authority in this world, elders reach out for positions of oversight out of love for Jehovah and his people. (Joh 21:16; 1Pe 5:1-3) Under Jesus’ direction, these shepherds help each publisher to feel at home among Jehovah’s family of worshippers and to stay close to Jehovah. They are quick to offer spiritual assistance to Jehovah’s sheep and to help when a medical emergency occurs or when a disaster strikes. If you need assistance, why not take the initiative to contact an elder in your congregation?​—Jas 5:14.



[image: A scene from the video “Shepherds Who Care for the Flock.” An elder happily hugs Elias as they greet each other.]



WATCH THE VIDEO SHEPHERDS WHO CARE FOR THE FLOCK, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  How did Mariana benefit from the help provided by the elders?


Your answer





	  How did Elias benefit from the help provided by the elders?


Your answer





	  How do these experiences affect your view of the work that elders do?


Your answer













Take the initiative to contact an elder . . .


	  if your contact information changes



	  if you are dealing with a difficult trial



	  if you will be away for a prolonged period of time



	  if you are facing a serious medical situation or a hospital stay



	  if you have committed a serious sin











^ (Mic. 7:3) Their hands are expert at doing what is bad; The prince is making demands, The judge asks for a reward, The prominent one makes known his desires,* And they work it out together.*

Or “the craving of his soul.”
Lit., “they weave it together.”


^ (Esther 10:3) For Morʹde·cai the Jew was second only to King A·has·u·eʹrus. He was great* among the Jews and respected by the multitude of his brothers, working for the good of his people and advocating the welfare of* all their descendants.

Or “highly regarded.”
Lit., “and speaking peace for.”


^ (Matt. 20:25, 26) But Jesus called them to him and said: “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them and the great men wield authority over them. 26 This must not be the way among you; but whoever wants to become great among you must be your minister,



^ (John 21:16) Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.”



^ (1 Pet. 5:1-3) Therefore, as a fellow elder, a witness of the sufferings of the Christ and a sharer of the glory that is to be revealed, I make this appeal* to the elders among you: 2 Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those who are God’s inheritance, but becoming examples to the flock.

Or “exhortation.”
Or “carefully watching over it.”


^ (Jas. 5:14) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.*

See App. A5.







October 2-8

JOB 1-3





	Song 141 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Continue to Show the Depth of Your Love for Jehovah”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 1:10​—How does this verse help us understand Jesus’ words as recorded at Matthew 27:46? (w21.04 11 ¶9)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 3:1-26 (th study 12)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our website, and leave a jw.org contact card. (th study 9)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video Why Study the Bible? (th study 20)



	Talk: (5 min.) w22.01 11-12 ¶11-14​—Theme: Teach Effectively Like James—​Be Realistic and Humble. (th study 18)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 21



	I Thought I Had It All Together: (10 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience: In what way did Brother Birdwell feel as if he “had it all together”?


Your answer



What effect did reflecting on Matthew 6:33 have on him?


Your answer



What else did you appreciate from the Birdwell family’s experience?


Your answer





	“Use the JW.ORG Home Page in Your Ministry”: (5 min.) Discussion.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 59 point 6 and summary, review, and goal



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 129 and Prayer













^ (Job 1:1-3:26) There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job.* He was an upright man of integrity;* he feared God and shunned what was bad. 2 Seven sons and three daughters were born to him. 3 His livestock amounted to 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000 cattle,* and 500 donkeys,* along with a very large number of servants, so that he became the greatest of all the people of the East. 4 Each of his sons would hold a banquet at his house on his own set day.* They would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 After a series of banquet days was complete, Job would send for them in order to sanctify them. Then he would get up early in the morning and offer up burnt sacrifices for each of them. For Job said: “Maybe my sons have sinned and have cursed God in their heart.” That is what Job would always do. 6 Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them. 7 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 12 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 20 At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.* 
2 Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah. 2 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes. 9 Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips. 11 Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. They began to weep loudly and to rip their garments apart, and they threw dust into the air and onto their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great. 
3 It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’  4 Let that day be darkness. Let God above show no concern for it; Let no light shine upon it.  5 Let the deepest darkness* reclaim it. Let a rain cloud settle over it. Let whatever darkens the day terrify it.  6 That night—let the gloom seize it; Let it not rejoice among the days of a year, And let it not enter among the number of the months.  7 Indeed! Let that night become barren; Let no joyful cry be heard in it.  8 Let those who curse the day put a curse on it, Those who are able to awaken Le·viʹa·than.*  9 Let the stars of its twilight grow dark; Let it wait in vain for daylight, And let it not see the rays of dawn. 10 For it did not close the doors of my mother’s womb; Nor did it hide trouble from my eyes. 11 Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb? 12 Why were there knees to receive me And breasts to nurse me? 13 For now I would be lying down undisturbed; I would be sleeping and at rest 14 With kings of the earth and their advisers, Who built for themselves places that are now in ruins,* 15 Or with princes who possessed gold, Whose houses were filled with silver. 16 Or why was I not like a hidden miscarriage, Like children who have never seen the light? 17 There even the wicked have ceased from agitation; There the weary are at rest. 18 There the prisoners are at ease together; They do not hear the voice of the one forcing them to work. 19 Small and great are the same there, And the slave is set free from his master. 20 Why does he give light to one who is suffering And life to those in bitter distress?* 21 Why do they long for death, but it does not come? They dig for it more than for hidden treasures, 22 Those who are rejoicing greatly, Who are happy when they find the grave. 23 Why does he give light to a man who has lost his way, Whom God has hedged in? 24 For in place of my food comes my sighing, And my groaning pours out like water. 25 For what I have dreaded has come upon me, And what I have feared has befallen me. 26 I have had no peace, no quiet, no rest, But trouble keeps coming.”

Possibly meaning “Object of Hostility.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “500 pairs of cattle.”
Lit., “female donkeys.”
Or “at the house of each one in his turn.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”
Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”
Or “acquaintances.”
Lit., “curse his day.”
Or “darkness and death’s shadow.”
Understood to refer to the crocodile or some other large, powerful aquatic animal.
Or possibly, “who built desolate places for themselves.”
Or “those bitter of soul.”


^ (Job 1:10) Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land.



^ (Matt. 27:46) About the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud voice, saying: “Eʹli, Eʹli, laʹma sa·bach·thaʹni?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



^ (Job 3:1-26) It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’  4 Let that day be darkness. Let God above show no concern for it; Let no light shine upon it.  5 Let the deepest darkness* reclaim it. Let a rain cloud settle over it. Let whatever darkens the day terrify it.  6 That night—let the gloom seize it; Let it not rejoice among the days of a year, And let it not enter among the number of the months.  7 Indeed! Let that night become barren; Let no joyful cry be heard in it.  8 Let those who curse the day put a curse on it, Those who are able to awaken Le·viʹa·than.*  9 Let the stars of its twilight grow dark; Let it wait in vain for daylight, And let it not see the rays of dawn. 10 For it did not close the doors of my mother’s womb; Nor did it hide trouble from my eyes. 11 Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb? 12 Why were there knees to receive me And breasts to nurse me? 13 For now I would be lying down undisturbed; I would be sleeping and at rest 14 With kings of the earth and their advisers, Who built for themselves places that are now in ruins,* 15 Or with princes who possessed gold, Whose houses were filled with silver. 16 Or why was I not like a hidden miscarriage, Like children who have never seen the light? 17 There even the wicked have ceased from agitation; There the weary are at rest. 18 There the prisoners are at ease together; They do not hear the voice of the one forcing them to work. 19 Small and great are the same there, And the slave is set free from his master. 20 Why does he give light to one who is suffering And life to those in bitter distress?* 21 Why do they long for death, but it does not come? They dig for it more than for hidden treasures, 22 Those who are rejoicing greatly, Who are happy when they find the grave. 23 Why does he give light to a man who has lost his way, Whom God has hedged in? 24 For in place of my food comes my sighing, And my groaning pours out like water. 25 For what I have dreaded has come upon me, And what I have feared has befallen me. 26 I have had no peace, no quiet, no rest, But trouble keeps coming.”

Lit., “curse his day.”
Or “darkness and death’s shadow.”
Understood to refer to the crocodile or some other large, powerful aquatic animal.
Or possibly, “who built desolate places for themselves.”
Or “those bitter of soul.”


^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Continue to Show the Depth of Your Love for Jehovah






[Play the video Introduction to Job.]

Satan claimed that Job loved and served Jehovah for selfish interests (Job 1:8-11; w18.02 6 ¶16-17)

Satan claims that we do not truly love Jehovah (Job 2:4, 5; w19.02 5 ¶10)



[image: A sister wearing a hard hat, witnessing to a woman after a natural disaster.]



Jehovah has given each one of us the opportunity to prove Satan a liar. (Pr 27:11) We can show just how much we love Jehovah by keeping him at the center of our lives during good times and bad.









^ (Job 1:8-11) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ (Job 2:4, 5) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Or “soul.”


^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.










[image: Screenshots of jw.org home pages featuring articles in different languages.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Use the JW.ORG Home Page in Your Ministry






The home page of our website features articles and videos that are designed to appeal to honest-hearted members of the public. (Ac 13:48) It often highlights topics that are in the news or that people are thinking and talking about.

How can you use the jw.org home page in your ministry?

	  Check the website regularly. Take note of what is currently featured, and consider how you might use it to help an interested person. (To find other material that was recently featured on the home page, click “See More.”) Staying up-to-date with the website will help you to keep your approach in the ministry fresh.



	  Use articles and videos featured on the home page to start a conversation. This material can give us ideas for what people in the territory may be thinking about.



	  Show people the home page. Highlight specific topics, and show the person how to navigate the site.



	  Share a link. Some people are reluctant to speak with us in person, but they are willing to visit our website. So do not hesitate to send interested ones a link to the home page or to a specific article or video that is featured there.













^ (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.








October 9-15

JOB 4-5





	Song 121 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Beware of Misinformation”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 4:4​—What good example did Job set for Christians today? (w03 5/15 22 ¶5-6)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 5:1-27 (th study 10)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (2 min.) Use the sample conversation topic. (th study 4)



	Return Visit: (5 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Show the person how to find information on jw.org. (th study 15)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 16 point 5 (th study 16)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 78



	Local Needs: (15 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 60



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 38 and Prayer













^ (Job 4:1-5:27) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite then said in reply:  2 “If someone tries to speak to you, will you become impatient? For who can hold back from speaking?  3 True, you have corrected many, And you used to strengthen the weak hands.  4 Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.  5 But now it has happened to you, and you are overwhelmed;* It touches you, and you are dismayed.  6 Does your reverence for God not give you confidence? Does your way of integrity not give you hope?  7 Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?  8 What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.  9 By the breath of God they perish, And through a blast of his anger they come to an end. 10 The lion roars, and a young lion growls, But even the teeth of strong lions* are broken. 11 A lion perishes for lack of prey, And the cubs of a lion are scattered. 12 Now a word was brought to me in secret, And a whisper of it reached my ear. 13 In troubling thoughts during visions of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, 14 A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice: 17 ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth! 20 They are completely crushed from morning to evening; They perish forever, and no one takes notice. 21 Are they not like a tent whose cord is pulled out? They die without wisdom. 
5 “Call, please! Is there anyone answering you? To which of the holy ones will you turn?  2 For resentment will kill the foolish one, And envy will put the simpleminded to death.  3 I have seen the foolish one taking root, But suddenly his dwelling place is cursed.  4 His sons are far from safety, And they are crushed at the city gate, with no one to save them.  5 The hungry one eats what he harvests, Taking it even from among the thorns, And their possessions are ensnared.  6 For harmful things do not sprout from the dust, And trouble does not spring from the ground.  7 For man is born for trouble, As surely as sparks fly upward.  8 But I would appeal to God, And to God I would submit my case,  9 To the One doing great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things without number. 10 He gives rain to the earth And sends waters upon the fields. 11 He raises the lowly up high, And he raises up the dejected one to salvation. 12 He frustrates the schemes of the crafty, So that the work of their hands does not succeed. 13 He catches the wise in their own cunning, So that the plans of the shrewd are thwarted. 14 They meet with darkness during the day, And they grope about at midday as if it were night. 15 He saves from the sword of their mouth, Saving the poor from the hand of the strong, 16 So that there is hope for the lowly, But the mouth of unrighteousness is shut. 17 Look! Happy is the man whom God reproves; So do not reject the discipline of the Almighty! 18 For he causes pain, but binds up the wound; He breaks apart, but heals with his own hands. 19 He will save you from six calamities, Even the seventh will not harm you. 20 During famine he will redeem you from death, And from the power of a sword during war. 21 You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, And you will not fear devastation when it comes. 22 You will laugh at destruction and hunger, And you will not fear the wild beasts of the earth. 23 For the stones of the field will not harm you,* And the wild beasts of the field will be at peace with you. 24 You will know that your tent is secure,* And nothing will be missing when you inspect your pasture. 25 You will enjoy many children, And your descendants will be as plentiful as the vegetation of the earth. 26 You will still be strong when you go to the grave, Like sheaves of grain gathered in their season. 27 Look! We have investigated this, and it is so. Listen and accept it.”

Lit., “you become weary.”
Or “devise.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “messengers.”
Or “will have a covenant (an agreement) with you.”
Lit., “peace.”


^ (Job 4:4) Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.



^ (Job 5:1-27) “Call, please! Is there anyone answering you? To which of the holy ones will you turn?  2 For resentment will kill the foolish one, And envy will put the simpleminded to death.  3 I have seen the foolish one taking root, But suddenly his dwelling place is cursed.  4 His sons are far from safety, And they are crushed at the city gate, with no one to save them.  5 The hungry one eats what he harvests, Taking it even from among the thorns, And their possessions are ensnared.  6 For harmful things do not sprout from the dust, And trouble does not spring from the ground.  7 For man is born for trouble, As surely as sparks fly upward.  8 But I would appeal to God, And to God I would submit my case,  9 To the One doing great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things without number. 10 He gives rain to the earth And sends waters upon the fields. 11 He raises the lowly up high, And he raises up the dejected one to salvation. 12 He frustrates the schemes of the crafty, So that the work of their hands does not succeed. 13 He catches the wise in their own cunning, So that the plans of the shrewd are thwarted. 14 They meet with darkness during the day, And they grope about at midday as if it were night. 15 He saves from the sword of their mouth, Saving the poor from the hand of the strong, 16 So that there is hope for the lowly, But the mouth of unrighteousness is shut. 17 Look! Happy is the man whom God reproves; So do not reject the discipline of the Almighty! 18 For he causes pain, but binds up the wound; He breaks apart, but heals with his own hands. 19 He will save you from six calamities, Even the seventh will not harm you. 20 During famine he will redeem you from death, And from the power of a sword during war. 21 You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, And you will not fear devastation when it comes. 22 You will laugh at destruction and hunger, And you will not fear the wild beasts of the earth. 23 For the stones of the field will not harm you,* And the wild beasts of the field will be at peace with you. 24 You will know that your tent is secure,* And nothing will be missing when you inspect your pasture. 25 You will enjoy many children, And your descendants will be as plentiful as the vegetation of the earth. 26 You will still be strong when you go to the grave, Like sheaves of grain gathered in their season. 27 Look! We have investigated this, and it is so. Listen and accept it.”

Or “will have a covenant (an agreement) with you.”
Lit., “peace.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Beware of Misinformation






Eliphaz may have seemed to be a trustworthy source of information because of his age and background (Job 4:1; it-1 713 ¶11)

He was influenced by demonic forces to convey a discouraging message to Job (Job 4:14-16; w05 9/15 26 ¶2)

Some of what Eliphaz said was true but misapplied (Job 4:19; w10 2/15 19 ¶5-6)



[image: A brother looking at his smartphone.]



Satan’s world continues to spread harmful misinformation.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘Do I take the time to evaluate the information that I take in?’​—mrt 32 ¶13-17.









^ (Job 4:1) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite then said in reply:



^ (Job 4:14-16) A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice:



^ (Job 4:19) How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth!








October 16-22

JOB 6-7





	Song 33 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“When Life Feels Unbearable”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 6:29​—What can help us to avoid misjudging our brothers? (w20.04 16 ¶10)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 6:1-21 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 7)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 11)



	Talk: (5 min.) w22.01 12-13 ¶15-18​—Theme: Teach Effectively Like James—​Use Effective Illustrations. (th study 8)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 144



	“Jehovah Saves Those Who Are Crushed in Spirit”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff section 4 review



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 143 and Prayer













^ (Job 6:1-7:21) Job then said in reply:  2 “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*  4 For the arrows of the Almighty have pierced me, And my spirit is drinking their venom; The terrors from God are lined up against me.  5 Will a wild donkey cry out when it has grass, Or will a bull bellow when it has fodder?  6 Is tasteless food eaten without salt, Or is there flavor in the juice of a mallow?  7 I have* refused to touch such things. They are like contamination in my food.  8 O that my request would be realized And that God would grant my desire!  9 That God would be willing to crush me, And that he would reach out his hand and do away with me! 10 For even that would bring me comfort; I would leap for joy despite the unrelenting pain, For I have not denied the sayings of the Holy One. 11 Do I have the strength to keep waiting? And what end awaits me, that I should continue to live?* 12 Is my strength like that of rock? Or is my flesh made of copper? 13 Is there any way that I can help myself When all my means of support has been driven from me? 14 Anyone who withholds loyal love from his fellow man Will forsake the fear of the Almighty. 15 My own brothers have been as treacherous as a winter stream, Like the water of winter streams that dry up. 16 They are darkened by ice, And in them the melting snow is hidden. 17 But in due season they become waterless and come to an end; When it becomes hot, they dry up. 18 Their course is diverted; They flow into the desert and vanish. 19 The caravans of Teʹma look for them; The travelers from Sheʹba* wait for them. 20 They are ashamed because of their misplaced trust; They come there only to be disappointed. 21 For this is how you have become to me; You have seen the terror of my calamity, and you are afraid. 22 Have I said, ‘Give me something,’ Or requested that you make a gift for me from your wealth? 23 Have I asked to be rescued from the hand of an enemy Or to be saved* from oppressors? 24 Instruct me, and I will be silent; Help me to understand my mistake. 25 Honest words are not painful! But what benefit can be found in your reproof? 26 Are you scheming to reprove my words, A desperate man’s sayings, which the wind blows away? 27 You would also cast lots over an orphan And sell* your own friend! 28 So now turn and look at me, For I would not lie to your very faces. 29 Reconsider, please—do not misjudge me— Yes, reconsider, for my righteousness is yet intact. 30 Is my tongue speaking unjustly? Does my palate not discern that something is wrong? 
7 “Is not the life of mortal man on earth like compulsory labor, And are not his days like those of a hired worker?  2 Like a slave, he longs for the shadow, And like a hired worker, he waits for his wages.  3 Thus I have been assigned months of futility And nights of misery have been counted out for me.  4 When I lie down I ask, ‘When will I get up?’ But as the night drags on, I toss restlessly until the dawning of the day.*  5 My flesh is covered with maggots and clods of dirt; My skin is full of scabs and pus.  6 My days go by more quickly than a weaver’s shuttle, And they come to an end without hope.  7 Remember that my life is wind, That my eye will never again see happiness.*  8 The eye that sees me now will see me no more; Your eyes will look for me, but I will be gone.  9 Like a cloud that fades and vanishes, The one who goes down to the Grave* does not come back up. 10 He will not return again to his house, And his place will acknowledge him no more. 11 Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth. I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in my bitter distress!* 12 Am I the sea or a sea monster, That you should set a guard over me? 13 When I say, ‘My couch will comfort me; My bed will help ease my misery,’ 14 Then you terrify me with dreams And frighten me with visions, 15 So that I* would choose suffocation, Yes, death rather than this body of mine.* 16 I loathe my life; I do not want to go on living. Leave me alone, for my days are like a breath. 17 What is mortal man that you should concern yourself with him And fix your attention* on him? 18 Why do you inspect him every morning And test him every moment? 19 Will you not look away from me And leave me alone long enough to swallow my saliva? 20 If I have sinned, how could I harm you, the Observer of mankind? Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not pardon my transgression And excuse my error? For soon I will lie down in the dust, And you will look for me, but I will be gone.”

Or “rash, reckless speech.”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “that I should prolong my life (soul).”
Or “The traveling company of the Sabeans.”
Lit., “redeemed.”
Or “barter over.”
Or “until morning twilight.”
Lit., “see good.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “than my bones.”
Lit., “set your heart.”


^ (Job 6:29) Reconsider, please—do not misjudge me— Yes, reconsider, for my righteousness is yet intact.



^ (Job 6:1-21) Job then said in reply:  2 “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*  4 For the arrows of the Almighty have pierced me, And my spirit is drinking their venom; The terrors from God are lined up against me.  5 Will a wild donkey cry out when it has grass, Or will a bull bellow when it has fodder?  6 Is tasteless food eaten without salt, Or is there flavor in the juice of a mallow?  7 I have* refused to touch such things. They are like contamination in my food.  8 O that my request would be realized And that God would grant my desire!  9 That God would be willing to crush me, And that he would reach out his hand and do away with me! 10 For even that would bring me comfort; I would leap for joy despite the unrelenting pain, For I have not denied the sayings of the Holy One. 11 Do I have the strength to keep waiting? And what end awaits me, that I should continue to live?* 12 Is my strength like that of rock? Or is my flesh made of copper? 13 Is there any way that I can help myself When all my means of support has been driven from me? 14 Anyone who withholds loyal love from his fellow man Will forsake the fear of the Almighty. 15 My own brothers have been as treacherous as a winter stream, Like the water of winter streams that dry up. 16 They are darkened by ice, And in them the melting snow is hidden. 17 But in due season they become waterless and come to an end; When it becomes hot, they dry up. 18 Their course is diverted; They flow into the desert and vanish. 19 The caravans of Teʹma look for them; The travelers from Sheʹba* wait for them. 20 They are ashamed because of their misplaced trust; They come there only to be disappointed. 21 For this is how you have become to me; You have seen the terror of my calamity, and you are afraid.

Or “rash, reckless speech.”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “that I should prolong my life (soul).”
Or “The traveling company of the Sabeans.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

When Life Feels Unbearable






When under trial, Job likened life to compulsory labor (Job 7:1; w06 3/15 14 ¶10)

His distress moved him to express his feelings openly (Job 7:11)

He even expressed his desire to die (Job 7:16; w20.12 16 ¶1)



[image: A younger brother expressing himself to a mature friend at his home.]



If you ever feel that life is unbearable, pour your heart out to Jehovah in prayer and express your feelings to a mature friend​—this may be your first step to finding some relief.​—g 1/12 16-17.









^ (Job 7:1) “Is not the life of mortal man on earth like compulsory labor, And are not his days like those of a hired worker?



^ (Job 7:11) Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth. I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in my bitter distress!*

Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^ (Job 7:16) I loathe my life; I do not want to go on living. Leave me alone, for my days are like a breath.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Jehovah Saves Those Who Are Crushed in Spirit






Everyone feels sad sometimes. Feeling sad is not a sign of spiritual weakness. After all, even Jehovah revealed that he experiences sadness at times. (Ge 6:5, 6) But what if we feel overwhelmed with sadness often or even all the time?

Turn to Jehovah for help. Jehovah is very interested in our mental and emotional health. He knows when we are happy and when we are sad. He understands why we think and feel the way we do. (Ps 7:9b) Most important, Jehovah cares about us and can help us to cope with feelings of sadness or even depression.​—Ps 34:18.

Take care of your mental health. Negative emotions can affect our happiness as well as our worship. For this reason, we do well to protect our heart​—our whole inner person.​—Pr 4:23.

WATCH THE VIDEO HOW OUR BROTHERS ARE ENJOYING PEACE DESPITE DEPRESSION, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What practical things did Nikki do to help her to cope with depression?


Your answer





	  Why did Nikki feel that she needed to seek medical help?​—Mt 9:12


Your answer





	  In what ways did Nikki rely on Jehovah to help her?


Your answer















[image: “The Watchtower” No. 1 2023, entitled “Mental Health—Help From the Bible.”]



Do you know someone who would benefit from receiving a copy of the public edition of The Watchtower No. 1 2023?







What are some practical things that we can do to care for our emotional health?


(Check the box next to the habits that you would like to improve on.)



Follow a healthy diet




Exercise regularly




Get sufficient sleep




Keep a good routine of personal study




Talk to Jehovah openly about your feelings in prayer








^ (Gen. 6:5, 6) Consequently, Jehovah saw that man’s wickedness was great on the earth and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only bad all the time. 6 Jehovah regretted* that he had made men on the earth, and his heart was saddened.*

Or “was grieved.”
Or “and he felt hurt at his heart.”


^ (Ps. 7:9) Please put an end to the evil deeds of the wicked. But establish the righteous, Since you are the righteous God who examines the hearts and the deepest emotions.*

Or “tests the hearts and the kidneys.”


^ (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”


^ (Prov. 4:23) Above all the things that you guard, safeguard your heart, For out of it are the sources of life.



^ (Matt. 9:12) Hearing them, he said: “Healthy people do not need a physician, but those who are ill do.








October 23-29

JOB 8-10





	Song 107 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“God’s Loyal Love Protects Us From Satan’s Lies”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 9:32​—What should we do if we come across a Bible passage that we do not understand? (w10 10/15 6-7 ¶19-20)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 9:20-35 (th study 11)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 17)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure, and briefly consider “How to Get the Most Out of These Bible Lessons.” (th study 3)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 16 point 6 and Some People Say (th study 14)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 109



	“Help Nonreligious People Come to Know Their Creator”: (10 min.) Discussion and video.



	Local Needs: (5 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt “A Letter From the Governing Body” and chap. 1 ¶1-7



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 64 and Prayer













^ (Job 8:1-10:22) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite then said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep speaking like this? The words of your mouth are but a mighty wind!  3 Will God pervert justice, Or will the Almighty pervert righteousness?  4 If your sons sinned against him, He let them be punished for their revolt;*  5 But if you would just look to God And plead with the Almighty for favor,  6 And if you were truly pure and upright, He would pay attention to you* And restore you to your rightful place.  7 And though your beginning was small, Your future would be great.  8 Ask, please, the former generation, And pay attention to the things their fathers found out.  9 For we were born only yesterday, and we know nothing, Because our days on earth are a shadow. 10 Will they not instruct you And tell you what they know?* 11 Will a papyrus plant grow tall where there is no marsh? Will a reed grow tall without water? 12 While it is still in the bud, not yet plucked off, It will dry up before any other plant. 13 This is the outcome* of all who forget God, For the hope of the godless* will perish, 14 Whose confidence is in vain And whose trust is as fragile as a spider’s web.* 15 He will lean against his house, but it will not keep standing; He will try to hold on to it, but it will not last. 16 He is a moist plant in the sunlight, And his shoots spread out in the garden. 17 In a heap of stones, his roots become entwined; He looks for a house among the stones.* 18 But when he is uprooted* from his place, That place will deny him and say, ‘I have never seen you.’ 19 Yes, that is how he will disappear;* Then others will spring up from the dust. 20 Surely God will not reject those who keep integrity;* Nor will he support* evil men, 21 For he will yet fill your mouth with laughter And your lips with shouts of joy. 22 Those hating you will be clothed with shame, And the tent of wicked ones will be no more.” 
9 Job said in reply:  2 “For a fact I know that this is so. But how can mortal man be in the right in a case with God?  3 If someone wishes to argue with Him,* That one could not answer one of His questions in a thousand.  4 He is wise in heart and mighty in power. Who can resist him and come off uninjured?  5 He moves* mountains without anyone knowing it; He overturns them in his anger.  6 He shakes the earth out of its place, So that its pillars tremble.  7 He commands the sun not to shine And seals off the light of the stars;  8 He spreads out the heavens by himself, And he treads upon the high waves of the sea.  9 He made the Ash,* the Keʹsil,* and the Kiʹmah constellations,* And the constellations of the southern sky;* 10 He does great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things that cannot be counted. 11 He passes by me, and I cannot see him; He moves past me, but I do not discern him. 12 When he snatches something, who can resist him? Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ 13 God will not restrain his anger; Even the helpers of Raʹhab* will bow down to him. 14 How much more when I answer him Must I choose my words carefully to argue with him! 15 Even if I were in the right, I would not answer him. I could only plead for mercy from my judge.* 16 If I call out to him, will he answer me? I do not believe that he will listen to my voice, 17 For he crushes me with a storm And multiplies my wounds for no reason. 18 He does not let me catch my breath; He keeps filling me with bitter things. 19 If it is a matter of power, he is the strong one. If it is a matter of justice, he says: ‘Who can call me to account?’* 20 If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’ 23 If a flash flood should cause sudden death, He would mock at the despair of the innocent. 24 The earth has been handed over to the wicked; He covers the eyes* of its judges. If it is not he, then, who is it? 25 Now my days are swifter than a runner; They run away without seeing good. 26 They glide by like reed boats, Like eagles that swoop down on their prey. 27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, I will change my expression and be cheerful,’ 28 I would still be afraid because of all my pains, And I know you would not find me innocent. 29 I would be found guilty.* So why should I struggle in vain? 30 If I wash myself in water from melting snow, And I cleanse my hands in lye,* 31 Then you would dip me in a pit, So that even my own garments would detest me. 32 For he is not a man like me that I may answer him, That we should go to court together. 33 There is no person to decide* between us, Who could serve as our judge.* 34 If he would stop beating me* And not let his terror frighten me, 35 Then I would speak to him unafraid, For it is not in me to speak out of fear. 
10 “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*  2 I will say to God: ‘Do not pronounce me guilty. Tell me why you are contending with me.  3 Does it benefit you to oppress, To despise the work of your hands While you favor the advice of the wicked?  4 Do you have eyes of flesh, Or do you see as mortal man does?  5 Are your days like the days of mortals, Or are your years like those of a man,  6 That you should search out my error And keep looking for my sin?  7 You know that I am not guilty; And no one can save me from your hand.  8 Your own hands have shaped me and made me, But now you would completely destroy me.  9 Remember, please, that you made me out of clay, But now you make me return to dust. 10 Did you not pour me out like milk And curdle me like cheese? 11 With skin and flesh you clothed me, And with bones and sinews you wove me together. 12 You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care. 13 But you secretly intended to do these things.* I know that these things are from you. 14 If I sinned, you would watch me, And you would not acquit me of my error. 15 If I am guilty, too bad for me! And even if I am innocent, I cannot raise my head, For I am filled with dishonor and affliction. 16 If I raise my head up, you hunt for me like a lion And again show your power against me. 17 You bring new witnesses against me And increase your anger against me, As hardship after hardship comes upon me. 18 So why did you bring me out from the womb? I should have died before any eye could see me. 19 It would have been as though I never existed; I would have been taken straight from the womb to the grave.’ 20 Are not my days few? Let him leave me alone; Let him turn his eyes away from me, so that I may find some relief* 21 Before I go away—and I will not return— To the land of deepest darkness,* 22 To the land of utter gloom, A land of deep shadow and disorder, Where even the light is like the gloom.”

Lit., “He sent them into the hand of their revolt.”
Or “rouse himself for you.”
Lit., “And bring forth words from their hearts?”
Lit., “So are the paths.”
Or “the apostate.”
Lit., “house.”
Or “He looks at a house of stones.”
Or “swallowed up.”
Or “that is the dissolving of his way.”
Or “the blameless.”
Lit., “take hold of the hand of.”
Or “to take Him to court.”
Or “removes.”
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Lit., “the interior rooms of the south.”
Possibly a great sea monster.
Or possibly, “my opponent at law.”
Lit., “summon me?”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”
Lit., “faces.”
Lit., “wicked.”
Or “potash.”
Or “no mediator.”
Lit., “put his hand upon us both.”
Lit., “remove his rod from upon me.”
Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”
Or “breath; life.”
Lit., “And these things you have hidden in your heart.”
Or “cheer up a little.”
Or “of darkness and death’s shadow.”


^ (Job 9:32) For he is not a man like me that I may answer him, That we should go to court together.



^ (Job 9:20-35) If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’ 23 If a flash flood should cause sudden death, He would mock at the despair of the innocent. 24 The earth has been handed over to the wicked; He covers the eyes* of its judges. If it is not he, then, who is it? 25 Now my days are swifter than a runner; They run away without seeing good. 26 They glide by like reed boats, Like eagles that swoop down on their prey. 27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, I will change my expression and be cheerful,’ 28 I would still be afraid because of all my pains, And I know you would not find me innocent. 29 I would be found guilty.* So why should I struggle in vain? 30 If I wash myself in water from melting snow, And I cleanse my hands in lye,* 31 Then you would dip me in a pit, So that even my own garments would detest me. 32 For he is not a man like me that I may answer him, That we should go to court together. 33 There is no person to decide* between us, Who could serve as our judge.* 34 If he would stop beating me* And not let his terror frighten me, 35 Then I would speak to him unafraid, For it is not in me to speak out of fear.

Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”
Lit., “faces.”
Lit., “wicked.”
Or “potash.”
Or “no mediator.”
Lit., “put his hand upon us both.”
Lit., “remove his rod from upon me.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

God’s Loyal Love Protects Us From Satan’s Lies






Satan wants people to believe that Jehovah causes bad things to happen (Job 8:4)

He would like us to think that Jehovah does not care whether or not we keep our faith in Him (Job 9:20-22; w15 7/1 12 ¶3)

Jehovah’s loyal love helps us to see through Satan’s lies and maintain our integrity (Job 10:12; Ps 32:7, 10; w21.11 6 ¶14)



[image: A sister writing down and reflecting on the different blessings she has received. Insets show a couple bringing her groceries, another sister embracing her at the Kingdom Hall, and her watching a JW Broadcasting program.]



TRY THIS: To strengthen yourself during a trial, take note of ways that Jehovah is showing loyal love to you, write them down, and review them often.









^ (Job 8:4) If your sons sinned against him, He let them be punished for their revolt;*

Lit., “He sent them into the hand of their revolt.”


^ (Job 9:20-22) If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’

Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”


^ (Job 10:12) You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care.

Or “breath; life.”


^ (Ps. 32:7) You are a hiding place for me; You will safeguard me from distress. You will surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. (Selah)



^ (Ps. 32:10) Many are the pains of the wicked; But the one trusting in Jehovah is surrounded by His loyal love.










[image: A sister witnessing to an Asian woman.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Help Nonreligious People Come to Know Their Creator




Do you ever hold back from giving a witness to nonreligious people, thinking that they are unlikely to respond favorably? If so, remember that many nonreligious people​—including atheists—​have become Jehovah’s Witnesses. Often, all they needed was a little help examining evidence that God exists.​—Ro 1:20; 10:14.

WATCH THE VIDEO REMEMBER​—FAITHLESS PEOPLE CAN ACQUIRE FAITH!​—NONRELIGIOUS PEOPLE, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

How does Tommaso’s experience help you to have a positive view of witnessing to nonreligious people?


Your answer





How to do it


If a person expresses disbelief in God, be kind, tactful, and genuinely interested in his thoughts and feelings on the subject. (2Ti 2:24) Discuss topics that are likely to appeal to him. Is he open to discussing evidence that has led many to believe in a Creator? If so, use the publications and videos designed for that purpose. The brochures Was Life Created? and The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking have been added to our Teaching Toolbox to make them easily accessible.


At first, you may feel intimidated by the idea of discussing the truth with someone who does not believe in God. Why not ask an experienced publisher for assistance? Remember, too, that Jehovah can help us to reach the hearts of those rightly disposed​—even if at first they do not believe that he exists.​—Ac 13:48.



[image: The brochure “Was Life Created?”]





[image: The brochure “The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking.”]











^ (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?



^ (2 Tim. 2:24) For a slave of the Lord does not need to fight, but needs to be gentle toward all, qualified to teach, showing restraint when wronged,



^ (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.








October 30–November 5

JOB 11-12





	Song 87 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Three Ways to Gain Wisdom and Benefit From It”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 12:11​—How can the principle found in this verse help us improve our listening skills? (w08 8/1 11 ¶5)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 12:1-25 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our Bible study program, and leave a Bible course contact card. (th study 1)



	Return Visit: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Invite the person to a meeting, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 13)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 12 summary, review, and goal (th study 19)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 135



	“Parents​—Help Your Children to Gain Godly Wisdom”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 1 ¶8-15, box on p. 12



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 3 and Prayer













^ (Job 11:1-12:25) Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “Will all these words go unanswered, Or will a lot of talking make someone right?*  3 Will your empty talk silence people? Will no one rebuke you for your mocking words?  4 For you say, ‘My teaching is pure, And I am clean in your eyes.’  5 But if only God would speak And open his lips to you!  6 Then he would reveal to you the secrets of wisdom, For practical wisdom has many sides. Then you would realize that God allows some of your error to be forgotten.  7 Can you discover the deep things of God Or discover everything about* the Almighty?  8 It is higher than heaven. What can you accomplish? It is deeper than the Grave.* What can you know?  9 It is longer than the earth And broader than the sea. 10 If he passes by and detains someone and convenes a court, Who can resist him? 11 For he knows when men are deceitful. When he sees what is evil, will he not take notice? 12 But an empty-headed man will understand Only when a wild donkey can give birth to a man.* 13 If only you would prepare your heart And stretch out your hands to him. 14 If your hand is doing wrong, put it far away, And let no unrighteousness dwell in your tents. 15 For then you could lift up your face with no defect; You could stand firm, free of fear. 16 For then you will forget your trouble; You will remember it as waters that have flowed past you. 17 Your life will become brighter than midday; Even its darkness will be like the morning. 18 You will be confident because there is hope, And you will look around and lie down in security. 19 You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid, And many people will seek your favor. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail; And they will find no place to escape, And their only hope will be death.”* 
12 Then Job said in reply:  2 “Surely you are the people who know,* And wisdom will die out with you!  3 But I too have understanding.* I am not inferior to you. Who does not know these things?  4 I have become a laughingstock to my companions, One calling to God for an answer. A righteous and blameless man is a laughingstock.  5 The carefree person has contempt for calamity, Thinking it is only for those whose feet are unsteady.*  6 The tents of robbers are at peace, And those who provoke God are secure, Those who have their god in their hands.  7 However, ask, please, the animals, and they will instruct you; Also the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you.  8 Or give consideration* to the earth, and it will instruct you; And the fish of the sea will declare it to you.  9 Who among all these does not know That the hand of Jehovah has done this? 10 In his hand is the life of every living thing* And the spirit* of every human.* 11 Does not the ear test out words As the tongue* tastes food? 12 Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life? 13 With him there are wisdom and mightiness; He has counsel and understanding. 14 When he tears something down, it cannot be rebuilt; What he has shut, no man can open. 15 When he withholds the waters, everything dries up; When he sends them out, they overwhelm the earth. 16 With him there are strength and practical wisdom; To him belong the one going astray and the one leading astray; 17 He makes counselors go barefoot,* And he makes fools of judges. 18 He loosens the bonds imposed by kings, And he binds a belt around their waist. 19 He makes priests walk barefoot, And he overthrows those who are firmly established in power; 20 He deprives trusted advisers of speech And takes away the sensibleness of old men;* 21 He pours out contempt upon nobles, And he makes powerful ones weak;* 22 He reveals deep things from the darkness, And he brings deep darkness into the light; 23 He makes nations grow great in order to destroy them; He enlarges nations, that he may lead them into exile. 24 He takes away the understanding* of the leaders of the people And makes them wander in trackless wastelands. 25 They grope in darkness, where there is no light; He makes them wander about like drunken men.

Or “will a boaster be right?”
Or “find out the limit of.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “when a wild donkey is born a man.”
Or “the expiring of the soul.”
Lit., “you are the people.”
Lit., “a heart.”
Or “slipping.”
Or possibly, “speak.”
Or “the soul of everyone alive.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “of all flesh of man.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “stripped of everything.”
Or “of elders.”
Lit., “loosens the belt of powerful ones.”
Lit., “heart.”


^ (Job 12:11) Does not the ear test out words As the tongue* tastes food?

Lit., “palate.”


^ (Job 12:1-25) Then Job said in reply:  2 “Surely you are the people who know,* And wisdom will die out with you!  3 But I too have understanding.* I am not inferior to you. Who does not know these things?  4 I have become a laughingstock to my companions, One calling to God for an answer. A righteous and blameless man is a laughingstock.  5 The carefree person has contempt for calamity, Thinking it is only for those whose feet are unsteady.*  6 The tents of robbers are at peace, And those who provoke God are secure, Those who have their god in their hands.  7 However, ask, please, the animals, and they will instruct you; Also the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you.  8 Or give consideration* to the earth, and it will instruct you; And the fish of the sea will declare it to you.  9 Who among all these does not know That the hand of Jehovah has done this? 10 In his hand is the life of every living thing* And the spirit* of every human.* 11 Does not the ear test out words As the tongue* tastes food? 12 Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life? 13 With him there are wisdom and mightiness; He has counsel and understanding. 14 When he tears something down, it cannot be rebuilt; What he has shut, no man can open. 15 When he withholds the waters, everything dries up; When he sends them out, they overwhelm the earth. 16 With him there are strength and practical wisdom; To him belong the one going astray and the one leading astray; 17 He makes counselors go barefoot,* And he makes fools of judges. 18 He loosens the bonds imposed by kings, And he binds a belt around their waist. 19 He makes priests walk barefoot, And he overthrows those who are firmly established in power; 20 He deprives trusted advisers of speech And takes away the sensibleness of old men;* 21 He pours out contempt upon nobles, And he makes powerful ones weak;* 22 He reveals deep things from the darkness, And he brings deep darkness into the light; 23 He makes nations grow great in order to destroy them; He enlarges nations, that he may lead them into exile. 24 He takes away the understanding* of the leaders of the people And makes them wander in trackless wastelands. 25 They grope in darkness, where there is no light; He makes them wander about like drunken men.

Lit., “you are the people.”
Lit., “a heart.”
Or “slipping.”
Or possibly, “speak.”
Or “the soul of everyone alive.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “of all flesh of man.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “stripped of everything.”
Or “of elders.”
Lit., “loosens the belt of powerful ones.”
Lit., “heart.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Three Ways to Gain Wisdom and Benefit From It






Observe creation (Job 12:7-9; w09 4/15 6 ¶17)

Build friendships with faithful Christians (Job 12:12; w21.06 10 ¶10-12)

Learn God’s standards, and apply them in your life (Job 12:16; it-2 1190 ¶2)



[image: A family enjoying time together outdoors with an elderly couple. They watch a bird on a nearby tree.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘What have I learned from spending time with faithful Christians?’









^ (Job 12:7-9) However, ask, please, the animals, and they will instruct you; Also the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you.  8 Or give consideration* to the earth, and it will instruct you; And the fish of the sea will declare it to you.  9 Who among all these does not know That the hand of Jehovah has done this?

Or possibly, “speak.”


^ (Job 12:12) Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life?



^ (Job 12:16) With him there are strength and practical wisdom; To him belong the one going astray and the one leading astray;










[image: A sister helping her children to comment and follow along during a congregation meeting.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Parents​—Help Your Children to Gain Godly Wisdom






One of the best ways that parents can help their children to gain godly wisdom is by helping them to benefit from Christian meetings. What young ones see, hear, and express in their comments at meetings can help them learn about Jehovah and become his close friend. (De 31:12, 13) If you are a parent, how can you help your child to get the most out of the meetings?

	  Make an earnest effort to attend meetings in person.​—Ps 22:22



	  Allow time for encouraging association at the Kingdom Hall before or after the meeting.​—Heb 10:25



	  Ensure that each family member has a copy of the publications being studied at the meeting, whether digital or hard copy



	  Help your child to prepare a comment in his or her own words.​—Mt 21:15, 16



	  Speak positively about the meetings and the instruction you receive there



	  Help your children to be involved in such activities as cleaning the Kingdom Hall and speaking with older ones in the congregation





Helping your children to draw close to Jehovah requires a lot of work, and it may seem overwhelming at times. However, you can count on Jehovah’s help.​—Isa 40:29.

WATCH THE VIDEO AS PARENTS, RELY ON JEHOVAH AND HIS STRENGTH, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What effect was fatigue having on Zack and Leah?


Your answer





	  Why should parents turn to Jehovah for strength?


Your answer





	  In what ways did Zack and Leah rely on Jehovah to succeed?


Your answer















^ (Deut. 31:12, 13) Gather the people together, the men, the women, the children,* and your foreign resident who is within your cities,* in order that they may listen and learn about and fear Jehovah your God and take care to carry out all the words of this Law. 13 Then their sons who have not known this Law will listen and learn to fear Jehovah your God all the days that you live in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess.”

Lit., “little ones.”
Lit., “gates.”


^ (Ps. 22:22) I will declare your name to my brothers; In the midst of the congregation I will praise you.



^ (Heb. 10:25) not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.



^ (Matt. 21:15, 16) When the chief priests and the scribes saw the marvelous things he did and the boys who were shouting in the temple, “Save, we pray, the Son of David!” they became indignant 16 and said to him: “Do you hear what these are saying?” Jesus said to them: “Yes. Did you never read this, ‘Out of the mouth of children and infants, you have brought forth praise’?”



^ (Isa. 40:29) He gives power to the tired one And full might to those lacking strength.*

Or “dynamic energy.”







APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

Sample Conversations





INITIAL CALL


Question: What is God’s Kingdom?

Scripture: Isa 9:6, 7 or Mt 6:9, 10

Link: What will God’s Kingdom accomplish?

FIND THESE SCRIPTURES IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

	

[image: “The Watchtower” No. 2 2020.]



wp20.2 4, 6










RETURN VISIT


Question: What will God’s Kingdom accomplish?

Scripture: Ps 72:16 or Mt 14:19, 20

Link: When will God’s Kingdom rule the earth?

FIND PSALM 72:16 IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

	

[image: The brochure “Enjoy Life Forever!”]



lffi lesson 02 point 4













^ (Isa. 9:6, 7) For a child has been born to us, A son has been given to us; And the rulership* will rest on his shoulder. His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 To the increase of his rulership* And to peace, there will be no end, On the throne of David and on his kingdom In order to establish it firmly and to sustain it Through justice and righteousness, From now on and forever. The zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this.

Or “government; princely rule.”
Or “government; princely rule.”


^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Ps. 72:16) There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; On the top of the mountains it will overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebʹa·non, And in the cities people will blossom like the vegetation of the earth.



^ (Matt. 14:19, 20) And he instructed the crowds to recline on the grass. Then he took the five loaves and two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said a blessing, and after breaking the loaves, he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 So they all ate and were satisfied, and they took up the leftover fragments, 12 baskets full.



^ (Ps. 72:16) There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; On the top of the mountains it will overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebʹa·non, And in the cities people will blossom like the vegetation of the earth.
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^ ***sjj song 137 Faithful Women, Christian Sisters***


SONG 137

Faithful Women, Christian Sisters


(Romans 16:2)


	1. Sarah and Esther, Mary, Ruth, and others—

All these were capable women, loyal wives.

Godly devotion was foremost in their lives.

They were faithful women, ones we know by name.

There were others favored by Jehovah;

Nameless in the record, their faith was just the same.



	2. Goodness and courage, loyal love and kindness—

Lovable qualities in all humankind,

Virtues these excellent women bring to mind.

They were fine examples we appreciate.

In the same way now our Christian sisters

Show a faithful spirit we all can imitate.



	3. Mothers and daughters, sisters, wives, and widows,

Willingly laboring, glad to do your part.

Modest your bearing, submissive is your heart,

Having God’s approval, may you never fear.

Christian sisters, may Jehovah keep you

Firm in your conviction, your prize is drawing near.







(See also Phil. 4:3; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 3:4, 5.)





^ (Rom. 16:2) so that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the holy ones and give her whatever help she may need, for she herself also proved to be a defender of many, including me.



^ (Phil. 4:3) Yes, I request you also, as a true fellow worker, to keep assisting these women who have striven side by side with me for the good news, along with Clement as well as the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.



^ (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing, 10 but in the way that is proper for women professing devotion to God, namely, through good works.



^ (1 Pet. 3:4, 5) but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God. 5 For this is how the holy women of the past who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, subjecting themselves to their husbands,









^ ***w22 November p. 31 Did You Know?***


Researchers discovered a Persian cuneiform text that mentions a man named Marduka (English Mordecai). He worked as an administrator, possibly an accountant, in Shushan. Arthur Ungnad, an expert in Oriental history, reported that this cuneiform was “the only extra-Biblical reference to Mordecai” at the time.

Since Ungnad’s report, scholars have translated thousands of other Persian cuneiforms. Among these are the Persepolis tablets, which were found in the ruins of the Treasury, near the city walls. These tablets date back to the reign of Xerxes I. They are in the Elamite language and contain several names found in the book of Esther.*

Several Persepolis tablets mention the name Marduka, who served as a royal scribe at the palace in Shushan during the reign of Xerxes I. One tablet describes Marduka as a translator. That detail fits the Bible’s description of Mordecai. He was an official who served in the court of King Ahasuerus (Xerxes I) and who spoke at least two languages. Mordecai regularly sat in the king’s gate of the palace in Shushan. (Esther 2:19, 21; 3:3) This royal gate stood as an imposing building and was the workplace of palace officials.

There are remarkable similarities between Marduka mentioned in the tablets and Mordecai mentioned in the Bible. They lived at the same time and in the same place and served in official positions at the same place of work. All these similarities together suggest that the archaeological discoveries may relate to the Mordecai described in the book of Esther.





^ (Esther 2:19) Now when virgins* were brought together a second time, Morʹde·cai was sitting in the king’s gate.

Or “young women.”


^ (Esther 2:21) In those days while Morʹde·cai was sitting in the king’s gate, Bigʹthan and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, got angry and plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus.

Lit., “to lay hand on.”


^ (Esther 3:3) So the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Morʹde·cai: “Why are you ignoring the king’s commandment?”







^  In 1992, Professor Edwin M. Yamauchi published ten names from the Persepolis texts that are also found in the book of Esther.









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***w20 November pp. 12-14 Take Courage—Jehovah Is Your Helper***


HELP FROM JESUS AND THE ANGELS

 3. What may Paul have wondered, and why?

3 Paul needed help. About 56 C.E., a crowd dragged him outside the temple in Jerusalem and tried to kill him. The next day, when Paul was brought before the Sanhedrin, he was almost torn apart by his enemies. (Acts 21:30-32; 22:30; 23:6-10) At that point, Paul may have wondered, ‘How much longer can I endure this treatment?’

 4. How did Jehovah help Paul by means of Jesus?

4 What help did Paul receive? The night after Paul was arrested, “the Lord,” Jesus, stood by him and said: “Take courage! For just as you have been giving a thorough witness about me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness in Rome.” (Acts 23:11) What timely encouragement! Jesus commended Paul for the witness he had given in Jerusalem. And he promised that Paul would safely reach Rome, where he would give a further witness. After receiving that assurance, Paul must have felt as secure as a child nestled in his father’s arms.

 5. How did Jehovah help Paul by means of an angel? (See cover picture.)

5 What other challenges did Paul face? About two years after those events in Jerusalem, Paul was on a ship heading for Italy when the vessel encountered such a heavy storm that the crew and passengers thought they would die. Yet, Paul was not afraid. Why? He told those aboard: “This night an angel of the God to whom I belong and to whom I render sacred service stood by me and said: ‘Have no fear, Paul. You must stand before Caesar, and look! God has granted to you all those sailing with you.’” Jehovah had used an angel to repeat the assurance that He had given Paul earlier by means of Jesus. And, indeed, Paul reached Rome.​—Acts 27:20-25; 28:16.

 6. What promise of Jesus can strengthen us, and why?

6 What help do we receive? Jesus will support us, as he did Paul. For example, Jesus promises all those who follow him: “I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.” (Matt. 28:20) Jesus’ words are a source of strength for us. Why? Because some days are difficult for us to endure. For instance, when a loved one dies, we must deal with that pain not just for a few days but likely for many years. Others must deal with the difficult days that come with old age. Still others face days on which they are overwhelmed by feelings of depression. Even so, we find the strength to go on because we know that Jesus is with us “all the days,” including the darkest days, of our life.​—Matt. 11:28-30.

 7. According to Revelation 14:6, how does Jehovah help us today?

7 God’s Word assures us that Jehovah helps us by means of his angels. (Heb. 1:7, 14) For example, angels give us support and guidance as we preach the “good news of the Kingdom” to people of “every nation and tribe and tongue.”​—Matt. 24:13, 14; read Revelation 14:6.





^  (Acts 21:30-32) The whole city was in an uproar, and the people came running together and seized Paul and dragged him outside the temple, and immediately the doors were closed. 31 While they were trying to kill him, word reached the commander of the army unit that all Jerusalem was in confusion; 32 and he immediately took soldiers and army officers and ran down to them. When they caught sight of the military commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul.



^  (Acts 22:30) So the next day, because he wanted to know for sure just why he was being accused by the Jews, he released him and commanded the chief priests and all the Sanʹhe·drin to assemble. He then brought Paul down and had him stand among them.



^  (Acts 23:6-10) Now Paul, knowing that the one part was made up of Sadducees but the other of Pharisees, cried out in the Sanʹhe·drin: “Men, brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. Over the hope of the resurrection of the dead I am being judged.” 7 Because he said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was split. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is neither resurrection nor angel nor spirit, but the Pharisees accept* them all. 9 So a great uproar broke out, and some of the scribes of the party of the Pharisees rose and began arguing fiercely, saying: “We find nothing wrong in this man, but if a spirit or an angel spoke to him—.” 10 Now when the dissension grew great, the military commander feared that Paul would be torn apart by them, and he commanded the soldiers to go down and snatch him from their midst and bring him into the soldiers’ quarters.

Or “publicly declare.”


^  (Acts 23:11) But the following night the Lord stood by him and said: “Take courage! For just as you have been giving a thorough witness about me in Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness in Rome.”



^  (Acts 27:20-25) When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and a violent storm was battering us, all hope of our being saved finally began to fade. 21 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up in their midst and said: “Men, you certainly should have taken my advice and not have put out to sea from Crete and as a result suffered this damage and loss. 22 Still, I now urge you to take courage, for not one of you will be lost, only the ship will. 23 This night an angel of the God to whom I belong and to whom I render sacred service stood by me 24 and said: ‘Have no fear, Paul. You must stand before Caesar, and look! God has granted to you all those sailing with you.’ 25 So take courage, men, for I believe God that it will be exactly as I was told.



^  (Acts 28:16) When finally we entered Rome, Paul was permitted to stay by himself with the soldier guarding him.



^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling* and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves. 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “struggling hard.” Or possibly, “weary; tired.”
Or “become my disciples (learners).”
Or “easy to bear; pleasant.”


^ (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”


^  (Heb. 1:7) Also, he says about the angels: “He makes his angels spirits, and his ministers* a flame of fire.”

Or “public servants.”


^  (Heb. 1:14) Are they not all spirits for holy service,* sent out to minister for those who are going to inherit salvation?

Or “for public service.”


^  (Matt. 24:13, 14) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved. 14 And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”








^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***sjj song 106 Cultivating the Quality of Love***


SONG 106

Cultivating the Quality of Love


(1 Corinthians 13:1-8)


	1. We humbly bow to our God in prayer,

That all his qualities we may share.

But most important of all those things

Is love, which having his spirit brings.

We may be talented, wise, or bold,

But we are nothing if love grows cold.

We pray for love that is warm and true,

Revealed in all that we say and do.



	2. Love looks for ways to give graciously

And thinks of others unselfishly.

Love never harbors a hateful thought,

Forgives our brothers, as Jesus taught.

Love helps us patiently suffer wrong,

Bears heavy loads when it’s really strong.

Through ev’ry trial let love prevail;

It bears all things; it will never fail.







(See also John 21:17; 1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (1 Cor. 13:1-8) If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but do not have love, I have become a clanging gong or a clashing cymbal. 2 And if I have the gift of prophecy and understand all the sacred secrets and all knowledge, and if I have all the faith so as to move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.* 3 And if I give all my belongings to feed others, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I do not benefit at all. 4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up, 5 does not behave indecently, does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. It does not keep account of the injury. 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.

Or “I am useless.”


^ (John 21:17) He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.



^ (1 Cor. 13:13) Now, however, these three remain: faith, hope, love; but the greatest of these is love.



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.









^ ***lff lesson 56***


LESSON 56

Maintain Unity in the Congregation




When we are among fellow believers, we feel as King David did: “How good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!” (Psalm 133:1) Our unity is not an accident. Each of us plays a role in maintaining it.

1. What is remarkable among God’s people?

If you attend a congregation meeting in another land, you may find that you cannot understand the language, but in many ways you will feel at home. Why? Because we study the Bible using the same publications everywhere. And we strive to show love for one another. No matter where we live, we all “call on the name of Jehovah, to worship him in unity.”​—Zephaniah 3:9, footnote.

2. What can you do to promote unity?

“Love one another intensely from the heart.” (1 Peter 1:22) How can you apply this counsel? Rather than focusing on the imperfections of others, look for their good qualities. Instead of associating with only those who share your interests, try to get to know brothers and sisters who come from different backgrounds. We can also work hard to root out any feelings of prejudice we may have.​—Read 1 Peter 2:17.*

3. What will you do when you have a disagreement with a fellow Christian?

We are united, but we are also imperfect. Sometimes we disappoint or even hurt one another. So God’s Word tells us to “continue . . . forgiving one another,” adding: “Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.” (Read Colossians 3:13.) We have hurt Jehovah countless times, and yet he has forgiven us. So he expects us to forgive our brothers. If you realize that you have hurt someone, take the initiative to settle matters.​—Read Matthew 5:23, 24.*




DIG DEEPER


Look for ways that you can contribute to the unity and peace of the congregation.



4. Overcome prejudice

We want to love all our brothers. But we may struggle to accept someone who seems different from us. What can help? Read Acts 10:34, 35, and then discuss these questions:

	  Jehovah accepts as his Witnesses all sorts of people. How should that affect your view of others who come from a background different from yours?



	  What kinds of prejudice common in your area do you want to avoid?





Read 2 Corinthians 6:11-13, and then discuss this question:

	  How do you think you could draw closer to brothers and sisters of a different background?





5. Forgive freely and make peace

Jehovah forgives us freely even though he will never need us to forgive him. Read Psalm 86:5, and then discuss these questions:

	  How great is Jehovah’s forgiveness?



	  Why are you grateful for his forgiveness?



	  What situations could make it difficult for us to get along with others?





How can we imitate Jehovah and remain united with our brothers and sisters? Read Proverbs 19:11, and then discuss this question:

	  When someone annoys or offends you, what could you do to make the situation better?





Sometimes we offend others. When that happens, what should we do? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Making Peace Brings Blessings (6:01)





	  In the video, what did the sister do to make peace?







6. Look for the good in your brothers and sisters

When we get closer to our brothers and sisters, we get to know their strengths and their weaknesses. How can we focus on their strengths? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Become More Beautiful! (5:10)





	  What can help you to see the positive qualities of your brothers and sisters?





Jehovah focuses on our good qualities. Read 2 Chronicles 16:9a, and then discuss this question:

	  How does knowing that Jehovah focuses on your good qualities make you feel?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Before I forgive someone, he has to earn my forgiveness.”

	  Why should we be eager to forgive others?










SUMMARY

You can help to maintain unity in the congregation by being forgiving and showing love for all your brothers and sisters.

Review

	  How can you overcome prejudice?



	  What will you do if you have a disagreement with a fellow Christian?



	  Why do you want to imitate Jehovah’s example of forgiving others?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

If you find it difficult to get along with another Christian, get to know him better and identify some of his good qualities.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Learn how one of Jesus’ illustrations can help us to avoid judging others.

Remove the Rafter (6:56)







Do we need to apologize if we feel we have not done anything wrong?

“Apologizing​—A Key to Making Peace” (The Watchtower, November 1, 2002)







See how two men who grew up in a racist society found real unity.

Johny and Gideon: Once Enemies, Now Brothers (6:42)







Consider ways you can deal with personal conflicts before they disturb the peace of the congregation.

“Settle Differences in a Spirit of Love” (The Watchtower, May 2016)











^  Endnote 6 considers how love moves Christians to avoid transmitting infectious disease.


^  Endnote 7 discusses how to settle business and legal matters.






^ (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^ (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”


^ (1 Pet. 1:22) Now that you have purified yourselves* by your obedience to the truth with unhypocritical brotherly affection as the result, love one another intensely from the heart.

Or “your souls.”


^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^ (Matt. 5:23, 24) “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift.



^ (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.



^ (2 Cor. 6:11-13) We have opened our mouth to speak to you, Corinthians, and we have opened wide our heart. 12 We are not restricted in our affections for you, but you are restricted in your own tender affections for us. 13 So in response—I speak as to my children—you too open your hearts wide.



^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^ (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”








^ ***lff Endnotes***



6. Infectious Diseases

Because we love people, we are very careful not to transmit infectious diseases to others. This is true whether we are suffering from an infectious disease or have reason to believe that we might be a carrier of one. We act this way because the Bible commands: “You must love your neighbor as yourself.”​—Romans 13:8-10.

What does obeying this command mean in practical terms? An infected person should not initiate displays of affection, such as hugging or kissing. He should not react negatively if some feel that, for the protection of their family, they cannot invite him into their home. And before getting baptized, he should inform the coordinator of the body of elders of his condition so that arrangements can be made to protect others who are also getting baptized. Before beginning a courtship, someone who may have been exposed to an infectious disease should voluntarily have a blood test. By doing this, you show that you care about others “as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.”​—Philippians 2:4.

Return to lesson 56 point 2

7. Business and Legal Matters

We can prevent many problems by putting all financial agreements in writing​—even if the agreement is with another Christian. (Jeremiah 32:9-12) Still, Christians may sometimes have minor differences with each other about money or other matters. They should be able to settle such differences quickly and peaceably, and in private.

How, though, should we settle serious matters such as fraud or slander? (Read Matthew 18:15-17.) Jesus gave us three steps to follow:

	             Try to settle the matter between yourselves.​—See verse 15.



	             If that does not work, ask one or two mature ones in the congregation to go with you.​—See verse 16.



	             If the matter is still unresolved, only then should you approach the elders.​—See verse 17.





In most cases, we should not take our brothers to court because that could reflect badly on Jehovah and on the congregation. (1 Corinthians 6:1-8) However, there are some situations that may need to be settled legally: divorce proceedings, child custody, alimony payments, insurance claims, bankruptcy cases, or probating wills. A Christian who uses the court to settle such matters as peaceably as he can is not violating the Bible’s counsel.

If a serious crime is involved​—such as rape, child abuse, assault, major theft, or murder—​then a Christian who reports it to the secular authorities does not violate the Bible’s counsel.

Return to lesson 56 point 3







^ (Rom. 13:8-10) Do not owe anything to anyone except to love one another; for whoever loves his fellow man has fulfilled the law. 9 For the law code, “You must not commit adultery, you must not murder, you must not steal, you must not covet,” and whatever other commandment there is, is summed up in this saying: “You must love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does not work evil to one’s neighbor; therefore, love is the law’s fulfillment.



^ (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^ (Jer. 32:9-12) So I bought the field in Anʹa·thoth from Hanʹa·mel the son of my uncle. I weighed out the money to him, seven shekels* and ten silver pieces. 10 Then I recorded it in a deed, affixed the seal, called in witnesses, and weighed the money in the scales. 11 I took the deed of purchase, the one that was sealed according to the commandment and legal requirements, as well as the one that was left unsealed, 12 and I gave the deed of purchase to Barʹuch son of Ne·riʹah son of Mah·seiʹah in the presence of Hanʹa·mel the son of my uncle, the witnesses who wrote in the deed of purchase, and all the Jews who were sitting in the Courtyard of the Guard.

A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.


^ (Matt. 18:15-17) “Moreover, if your brother commits a sin, go and reveal his fault* between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take along with you one or two more, so that on the testimony* of two or three witnesses every matter* may be established.* 17 If he does not listen* to them, speak to the congregation. If he does not listen* even to the congregation, let him be to you just as a man of the nations and as a tax collector.

Lit., “go reprove him.”
Lit., “mouth.”
Or “everything said.”
Lit., “might stand.”
Or “he refuses to listen; he does not pay attention.”
Or “he refuses to listen; he does not pay attention.”


^ (Matt. 18:15) “Moreover, if your brother commits a sin, go and reveal his fault* between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.

Lit., “go reprove him.”


^ (Matt. 18:16) But if he does not listen, take along with you one or two more, so that on the testimony* of two or three witnesses every matter* may be established.*

Lit., “mouth.”
Or “everything said.”
Lit., “might stand.”


^ (Matt. 18:17) If he does not listen* to them, speak to the congregation. If he does not listen* even to the congregation, let him be to you just as a man of the nations and as a tax collector.

Or “he refuses to listen; he does not pay attention.”
Or “he refuses to listen; he does not pay attention.”


^ (1 Cor. 6:1-8) Does any one of you who has a dispute with another dare to go to court before unrighteous men, and not before the holy ones? 2 Or do you not know that the holy ones will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you not competent to try very trivial matters? 3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? Then why not matters of this life? 4 If, then, you do have matters of this life to be tried, is it the men looked down on in the congregation whom you assign as judges? 5 I am speaking to move you to shame. Is there not one wise man among you who is able to judge between his brothers? 6 Instead, brother goes to court against brother, and before unbelievers at that! 7 Really, it is already a defeat for you when you have lawsuits with one another. Why not rather let yourselves be wronged? Why do you not rather let yourselves be defrauded? 8 Instead, you wrong and defraud, and your brothers at that!









^ ***sjj song 101 Working Together in Unity***


SONG 101

Working Together in Unity


(Ephesians 4:3)


	1. From a world divided and cold,

God has brought us into his fold.

Unity and peace we possess,

Bringing us happiness.

Unity we cherish;

Harmony is sweet.

In God’s work there’s much to be done.

He directs us now through his Son.

May we serve obediently,

Working in harmony.



	2. As we pray to be of one mind,

Always tender, loving, and kind,

Love will grow and praise will increase,

Giving us joy and peace.

Peace is so refreshing,

Bringing such delight.

As we show true brotherly love,

God will grant us peace from above.

With his help, united we’ll be,

Serving him endlessly.







(See also Mic. 2:12; Zeph. 3:9; 1 Cor. 1:10.)





^ (Eph. 4:3) earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^ (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^ (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”


^ (1 Cor. 1:10) Now I urge you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you should all speak in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you may be completely united in the same mind and in the same line of thought.















^ ***w17 January p. 25 You Can Remain Modest Under Test***


11, 12. (a) How can modesty help us to deal with flattery or excessive praise? (b) How should modesty govern our choice of dress and grooming as well as our behavior?

11 Excessive flattery or praise can test our modesty as well. Consider Esther’s excellent response to a surprising turn of events. She was strikingly beautiful and was pampered with luxurious treatments for a year. She was in daily association with many young women from all over the Persian Empire who were competing for the attention of the king. Yet, she remained respectful and composed. She did not become vain or immodest even after the king selected her to be his queen.​—Esther 2:9, 12, 15, 17.





^  (Esther 2:9) Now the young woman was pleasing to him and won his favor,* so he promptly arranged for her beauty treatments* and her diet, and he assigned to her seven selected young women from the king’s house. He also transferred her and her young attendants to the best place in the house of the women.*

Or “loyal love.”
Or “her massages.”
Or “in the harem.”


^  (Esther 2:12) Each young woman had her turn to go in to King A·has·u·eʹrus after completing the 12-month treatment that was prescribed for the women, for this was the way they had to fulfill their beauty treatment*—six months with oil of myrrh and six months with balsam oil and various ointments for beauty treatment.*

Or “their massages.”
Or “and with massages of the women.”


^  (Esther 2:15) And when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il the uncle of Morʹde·cai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the women, recommended. (All the while Esther was winning the favor of everyone who saw her.)



^  (Esther 2:17) And the king came to love Esther more than all the other women, and she won his favor and approval* more than any of the other virgins. So he put the royal headdress* on her head and made her queen instead of Vashʹti.

Or “loyal love.”
Or “turban.”








^ ***ia p. 130 She Stood Up for God’s People***


15, 16. (a) How did Esther win the king’s love? (b) Why might the changes in Esther’s life have been challenging?

15 When the time came for Esther to be presented to the king, she was given the liberty to select any items that she thought she might need, perhaps to beautify herself further. Modestly, though, she asked for nothing beyond what Hegai mentioned to her. (Esther 2:15) She probably realized that beauty alone would not win the king’s heart; a modest and humble spirit would prove a far rarer commodity in that court. Was she right?





^  (Esther 2:15) And when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il the uncle of Morʹde·cai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the women, recommended. (All the while Esther was winning the favor of everyone who saw her.)









^ ***w17 January p. 25 You Can Remain Modest Under Test***


12 Modesty helps us always to dress, groom, and comport ourselves in a decent and respectable manner. We realize that we win people’s hearts, not by boasting or drawing undue attention to ourselves, but by displaying a “quiet and mild spirit.” (Read 1 Peter 3:3, 4; Jer. 9:23, 24) Vain sentiments in our hearts will eventually show up in our actions. We might drop hints, for example, implying that we enjoy special privileges, possess inside information, or have special relationships with responsible brothers. Or we might explain things in such a way that only we get the credit for ideas or accomplishments that others also contributed to. Again, Jesus set a wonderful example. A good portion of what he said was either a quotation from or an allusion to the Hebrew Scriptures. He modestly spoke that way so that his hearers would know that what he said was coming from Jehovah and was not the product of his own intellect or wisdom.​—John 8:28.





^  (1 Pet. 3:3, 4) Do not let your adornment be external—the braiding of hair and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothing— 4 but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.



^  (Jer. 9:23, 24) This is what Jehovah says: “Let not the wise man boast about his wisdom; Let not the mighty man boast about his mightiness; And let not the rich man boast about his riches.” 24 “But let the one boasting boast about this: That he has insight and knowledge of me, That I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, For in these things I take delight,” declares Jehovah.



^  (John 8:28) Jesus then said: “After you have lifted up the Son of man, then you will know that I am he and that I do nothing of my own initiative; but just as the Father taught me, I speak these things.















^ ***sjj song 85 Welcome One Another***


SONG 85

Welcome One Another


(Romans 15:7)


	1. Welcome to all who gather here this day

To hear God’s Word and to learn his way.

Life-giving truth he offers to us all;

With thankfulness of heart, we respond to his call.



	2. Thanks to our God for brothers such as these,

Who welcome us and who seek to please.

May we keep holding men of that sort dear,

And now we welcome others who meet with us here.



	3. God’s invitation reaches all mankind,

That all sincere ones the truth may find.

God by his Son has drawn us to His side.

So welcome one another with hearts opened wide.







(See also John 6:44; Phil. 2:29; Rev. 22:17.)





^ (Rom. 15:7) So welcome one another, just as the Christ also welcomed you, with glory to God in view.



^ (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^ (Phil. 2:29) So give him the customary welcome in the Lord with all joy, and keep holding men of that sort dear,



^ (Rev. 22:17) And the spirit and the bride keep on saying, “Come!” and let anyone hearing say, “Come!” and let anyone thirsting come; let anyone who wishes take life’s water free.









^ ***kr pp. 160-161 Fighting for Freedom to Worship***


14. How can you play a part in the fight for freedom of worship?

14 Like Esther and Mordecai of old, Jehovah’s people today fight for the freedom to worship Jehovah in the way that he has commanded. (Esther 4:13-16) Can you have a part? Yes. You can pray regularly for your spiritual brothers and sisters who are currently suffering on account of legal injustices. Such prayers can be a powerful aid to our brothers and sisters under hardship and persecution. (Read James 5:16.) Does Jehovah act on such prayers? Our victories in court suggest that he certainly does!​—Heb. 13:18, 19.





^  (Esther 4:13-16) he replied to Esther: “Do not imagine that because you are in the king’s household you are any more likely to escape than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?” 15 Then Esther replied to Morʹde·cai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shuʹshan* and fast in my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night and day. I along with my female attendants will also fast. I will go in to the king, which is against the law, and if I am to perish, I will perish.”

Or “Susa.”


^  (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (Heb. 13:18, 19) Keep praying for us, for we trust we have an honest* conscience, as we wish to conduct ourselves honestly in all things. 19 But I especially urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you the sooner.

Lit., “good.”








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***lff lesson 12***



Studying the Bible is a rewarding journey. However, it may not always be an easy one. At times, you may wonder if you will be able to keep studying the Bible. Why is it worth making an effort to continue? What can help you to persevere despite difficulties?

1. Why is Bible study valuable?

“The word of God is alive and exerts power.” (Hebrews 4:12) The Bible is valuable because it reveals God’s thoughts and his feelings toward you. It helps you to gain not only knowledge but also true wisdom and hope. Most important, the Bible helps you to become Jehovah’s friend. When you study the Bible, you allow its power to have a positive effect on your life.

2. Why is it important to recognize the value of Bible truth?

The truths in the Bible are like precious treasures. That is why the Bible encourages us to “buy truth and never sell it.” (Proverbs 23:23) When we keep in mind the value of Bible truth, we work hard to keep studying​—even when we face obstacles.​—Read Proverbs 2:4, 5.

3. How can Jehovah help you to keep studying?

As your almighty Creator and Friend, Jehovah wants to help you learn about him. He can give you “both the desire and the power to act.” (Read Philippians 2:13.) Thus, if at times you need additional motivation to study or to apply what you learn, he can help. If you need additional strength to overcome obstacles or opposition, he can provide it. Regularly ask Jehovah in prayer to help you to continue studying the Bible.​—1 Thessalonians 5:17.







^ (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul* and spirit,* and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.

See Glossary.
See Glossary.


^ (Prov. 23:23) Buy* truth and never sell it, Also wisdom and discipline and understanding.

Or “Acquire.”


^ (Prov. 2:4, 5) If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.



^ (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^ (1 Thess. 5:17) Pray constantly.









^ ***th p. 18 Expressed With Conviction***


STUDY 15

Expressed With Conviction



1 Thessalonians 1:5

SUMMARY: Show that you firmly believe in the truth and the importance of what you are saying.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare thoroughly. Study the material until you understand how the Scriptural arguments can lead to one logical conclusion. Try to express the main points of your presentation in a few simple words. Concentrate on its value to your listeners. Pray for holy spirit.

Practice your presentation aloud to become fully acquainted with your material and to improve your delivery.








	  Use words that convey conviction. Rather than repeating the exact wording of published material, use your own words. Choose language that shows you are certain of what you are saying.



	  Express yourself earnestly and sincerely. Speak with sufficient volume. Where it is not offensive to do so, maintain eye contact with your listeners.

Do not confuse expressing conviction with being tactless, opinionated, or pushy. Even when speaking earnestly, appeal to your listeners in a loving manner.















^ (1 Thess. 1:5) because the good news we preach did not come to you with speech alone but also with power and with holy spirit and with strong conviction, just as you know what sort of men we became among you for your sakes.









^ ***sjj song 65 Move Ahead!***


SONG 65

Move Ahead!


(Hebrews 6:1)


	1. Move ahead, move ahead to maturity!

Shine the light of the truth so that all may plainly see.

Try your best to improve in your ministry;

Trust in God for true success.

There’s a place in the service for all.

It’s the work Jesus did, you’ll recall.

Look to God for support that you may not fall,

Standing firm for righteousness.



	2. Move ahead, move ahead, boldly witnessing!

Everlasting good news to all sorts of people bring.

Join in praise to Jehovah, our God and King,

As we preach from door to door.

Though opposers would like us to fear,

Don’t hold back, but let ev’ryone hear.

Tell the news that the Kingdom of God is here.

Teach the truth yet more and more.



	3. Move ahead, move ahead, always follow through,

And improve in your skills,

for there’s so much work to do.

Let the spirit of God keep on leading you.

Find the joy that is divine.

Love the people you work hard to find.

Keep returning to reach heart and mind.

And assist them to grow and to be refined,

So the light of truth will shine.







(See also Phil. 1:27; 3:16; Heb. 10:39.)





^ (Heb. 6:1) Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^ (Phil. 1:27) Only behave in a manner worthy of the good news about the Christ, so that whether I come and see you or I am absent, I may hear about you and learn that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one soul, striving side by side for the faith of the good news,



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Heb. 10:39) Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.*

Or “souls.”








^ ***pkon Esther Had Courage***


Esther Had Courage



Download:

	Lead Sheet





	1. Esther had a simple life

When she was just a girl.

Raised by her cousin Mordecai,

She learned Jehovah’s will.

Her life then changed so fast.

She was chosen to be queen.

Esther obeyed; she showed courage.

So this teaches me:

(CHORUS)

I want to be like Esther.

She had courage; she was brave.

She took a stand for Jehovah.

I want to do the same.

I want to be like Esther

’Cause she listened and obeyed.

I want to be like her

’Cause Esther—she was brave.





	2. Esther’s husband was the king,

And he did not serve God.

Still, she showed respect for him;

For that she was cherished.

And one day she was asked

To stop a very evil scheme.

Esther obeyed; she showed courage.

So this teaches me:

(CHORUS)

I want to be like Esther.

She had courage; she was brave.

She took a stand for Jehovah.

I want to do the same.

I want to be like Esther

’Cause she listened and obeyed.

I want to be like her

’Cause Esther—she was brave.














^ ***lff lesson 57***


LESSON 57

What if You Commit a Serious Sin?




Even though you love Jehovah deeply and you try hard to avoid doing anything that would hurt him, you will occasionally make mistakes. However, some sins are more serious than others. (1 Corinthians 6:9, 10) If you commit a serious sin, remember that Jehovah has not stopped loving you; he is willing to forgive and help you.

1. What must we do to receive Jehovah’s forgiveness?

Those who love Jehovah are filled with sorrow when they realize that they have committed a serious sin. But they find comfort in what Jehovah promised his people: “Though your sins are like scarlet, they will be made as white as snow.” (Isaiah 1:18) If we sincerely repent, Jehovah will completely forgive us. How do we repent? Moved by deep regret, we stop doing what is bad and beg Jehovah to forgive us. Then we work hard to change the wrong thinking or habits that led to our sin, and we try to live according to Jehovah’s clean standards.​—Read Isaiah 55:6, 7.

2. How does Jehovah use the elders to help us when we sin?

If we commit a serious sin, Jehovah tells us to “call the elders of the congregation.” (Read James 5:14, 15.) These appointed men love Jehovah and his sheep. They are qualified to help us repair our relationship with Jehovah.​—Galatians 6:1.

How do the elders help us if we commit a serious sin? Two or three elders will correct us, using Scriptural counsel. They will also give us practical suggestions and encouragement to help us avoid sinning again. They may limit our participation in certain Christian activities for a while until we are spiritually healthy. To protect the congregation from harmful influences, the elders disfellowship any who commit serious sins and are unrepentant.




DIG DEEPER


Deepen your appreciation for how Jehovah helps us if we commit a serious sin.



3. Confessing helps us to heal

Any sin we commit involves Jehovah, so we rightly confess to him. Read Psalm 32:1-5, and then discuss this question:

	  Why is it good for us to confess our sins to Jehovah instead of trying to hide them?






In addition to confessing our sins to Jehovah, we find relief when we seek help from the elders. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: “Those Whom Jehovah Loves He Disciplines” (3:01)








	  In the video, how did elders help Canon return to Jehovah?





We need to be open and honest with the elders; they are there to help us. Read James 5:16, and then discuss this question:

	  How does being honest with the elders make it easier for them to help us?









4. How disfellowshipping helps

If a person who has committed a serious sin refuses to follow Jehovah’s standards, he can no longer be part of the congregation. He is disfellowshipped, and we do not associate with him or even speak with him. Read 1 Corinthians 5:6, 11 and 2 John 9-11, and then discuss this question:

	  Just as leaven ferments bread dough, how would associating with an unrepentant sinner affect the congregation?






Many who have been disfellowshipped have later returned to the congregation because the discipline, although painful, brought them to their senses. (Psalm 141:5) Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: Loyally Uphold Jehovah’s Judgments (9:28)








	  In this dramatization, how did being disfellowshipped help Sonja?





How does the disfellowshipping arrangement . . .

	  honor Jehovah’s name?



	  show that Jehovah is reasonable and loving?











5. Jehovah forgives us when we repent

Jesus used an illustration that helps us understand how Jehovah feels when a person repents. Read Luke 15:1-7, and then discuss this question:

	  What does this teach you about Jehovah?





Read Ezekiel 33:11, and then discuss this question:

	  Repentance involves what important step?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I’m afraid that if I tell the elders about my sin, I’ll get disfellowshipped.”

	  What would you say to someone who feels that way?










SUMMARY

If we commit a serious sin but are sincerely sorry and determined to stop doing what is bad, Jehovah will forgive us.

Review

	  Why is it good for us to confess our sins to Jehovah?



	  What do we need to do to have our sins forgiven?



	  If we commit a serious sin, why should we seek help from the elders?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Get to know the elders in the congregation.



Other: 










EXPLORE



See how one man experienced Jehovah’s mercy that is described at Isaiah 1:18.

Never Doubt Jehovah’s Mercy (5:02)







How can the disfellowshipping arrangement benefit everyone involved?

“Why Disfellowshipping Is a Loving Provision” (The Watchtower, April 15, 2015)







Learn how you can explain the disfellowshipping arrangement to a non-Witness.

“Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Shun Those Who Used to Belong to Their Religion?” (Web article)







In the story “I Needed to Return to Jehovah,” learn why a man who strayed from the truth felt that Jehovah drew him back.

“The Bible Changes Lives” (The Watchtower, April 1, 2012)













^ (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^ (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^ (Isa. 55:6, 7) Search for Jehovah while he may be found. Call to him while he is near.  7 Let the wicked man leave his way And the evil man his thoughts; Let him return to Jehovah, who will have mercy on him, To our God, for he will forgive in a large way.*

Or “will freely forgive.”


^ (Jas. 5:14, 15) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.


^ (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^ (Ps. 32:1-5) Happy is the one whose transgression is pardoned, whose sin is covered.*  2 Happy is the man whom Jehovah does not charge with guilt, In whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away because of my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand* was heavy upon me. My strength evaporated* like water in the dry summer heat. (Selah)  5 Finally I confessed my sin to you; I did not cover my error. I said: “I will confess my transgressions to Jehovah.” And you pardoned the error of my sins. (Selah)

Or “forgiven.”
Or “displeasure.”
Or “My life’s moisture changed.”


^ (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^ (1 Cor. 5:6) Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven ferments the whole batch of dough?



^ (1 Cor. 5:11) But now I am writing you to stop keeping company with anyone called a brother who is sexually immoral or a greedy person or an idolater or a reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner, not even eating with such a man.



^ (2 John 9-11) Everyone who pushes ahead and does not remain in the teaching of the Christ does not have God. The one who does remain in this teaching is the one who has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your homes or say a greeting to him. 11 For the one who says a greeting to him is a sharer in his wicked works.



^ (Ps. 141:5) Should the righteous one strike me, it would be an act of loyal love; Should he reprove me, it would be like oil on my head, Which my head would never refuse. My prayer will continue even during their calamities.



^ (Luke 15:1-7) Now all the tax collectors and the sinners kept gathering around him to hear him. 2 And both the Pharisees and the scribes kept muttering: “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 Then he told them this illustration, saying: 4 “What man among you with 100 sheep, on losing one of them, will not leave the 99 behind in the wilderness and go after the lost one until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he puts it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he gets home, he calls his friends and his neighbors together, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous ones who have no need of repentance.



^ (Ezek. 33:11) Tell them, ‘“As surely as I am alive,” declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that someone wicked changes his way and keeps living. Turn back, turn back from your bad ways, for why should you die, O house of Israel?”’



^ (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.









^ ***sjj song 125 “Happy Are the Merciful!”***


SONG 125

“Happy Are the Merciful!”


(Matthew 5:7)


	1. Our happy God is merciful,

His mercy not just dutiful.

He takes delight in kindly deeds

And freely grants our daily needs.

Repentant ones can be assured

Their plea for mercy will be heard.

Remembering that we are dust,

He’s merciful and kind and just.



	2. When we have sinned and feel distressed,

When God’s forgiveness we request,

Our Lord, Christ Jesus, showed the way

To ask for mercy when we pray:

“Forgive our debts, we beg of you,

As we forgive our debtors too.”

We then can let resentment go,

And peace of mind and heart we’ll know.



	3. When gifts of mercy we bestow,

The giving spirit we should show.

We give without desiring praise,

Content with joy our gift conveys.

Then God, who sees all things we do,

Will be the One repaying you.

Yes, happy are the merciful,

In God’s eyes they are beautiful.







(See also Matt. 6:2-4, 12-14.)





^ (Matt. 5:7) “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy.



^ (Matt. 6:2-4) So when you make gifts of mercy, do not blow a trumpet ahead of you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be glorified by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 But you, when making gifts of mercy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your gifts of mercy may be in secret. Then your Father who looks on in secret will repay you.



^ (Matt. 6:12-14) and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’* 14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you;

Or “rescue.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”














^ ***it-2 p. 431 Mordecai***

Refuses to Bow to Haman. Subsequent to this, Haman the Agagite was made prime minister by Ahasuerus, who ordered that all in the king’s gate prostrate themselves before Haman in his newly exalted position. Mordecai staunchly refused to do so and gave as a reason that he was a Jew. (Es 3:1-4) The fact that Mordecai based his action on this reason proves that it had to do with his relationship, as a dedicated Jew, to his God Jehovah. He recognized that prostrating himself before Haman involved more than falling down to the earth for an exalted personage, as Israelites had done in the past, merely acknowledging such a one’s superior position as ruler. (2Sa 14:4; 18:28; 1Ki 1:16) In Haman’s case there was good reason why Mordecai did not bow. Haman was probably an Amalekite, and Jehovah had expressed himself as being at war with Amalek “from generation to generation.” (Ex 17:16; see HAMAN.) It was a matter of integrity to God and not a political issue on Mordecai’s part.



^ (Esther 3:1-4) After this King A·has·u·eʹrus promoted Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite and exalted him by putting his throne above all the other princes who were with him. 2 And all the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate would bow low and prostrate themselves to Haʹman, for this is what the king had commanded respecting him. But Morʹde·cai refused to bow low or prostrate himself. 3 So the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Morʹde·cai: “Why are you ignoring the king’s commandment?” 4 Day after day they would ask him, but he would not listen to them. Then they told Haʹman to see whether Morʹde·cai’s conduct would be tolerated; for he had told them that he was a Jew.



^ (2 Sam. 14:4) The Te·koʹite woman went in to the king and fell with her face to the ground and prostrated herself and said: “Help me, O king!”



^ (2 Sam. 18:28) A·himʹa·az then called out to the king: “All is well!” With that he bowed to the king with his face to the ground. Then he said: “May Jehovah your God be praised, who has surrendered the men who rebelled* against my lord the king!”

Lit., “lifted up their hand.”


^ (1 Ki. 1:16) Then Bath-sheʹba bowed low and prostrated herself to the king, and the king said: “What is your request?”



^ (Ex. 17:16) saying: “Because his hand is against the throne of Jah, Jehovah will have war with Amʹa·lek from generation to generation.”









^ ***it-2 p. 431 Mordecai***

Used in Delivering Israel. In the face of the edict to destroy all the Jews in the empire, Mordecai expressed faith that Esther had been brought to her royal dignity at this very time for deliverance of the Jews. He showed Esther her weighty responsibility and directed her to implore the favor and help of the king. Although it jeopardized her own life, Esther agreed to follow through.​—Es 4:7–5:2.



^ (Esther 4:7-5:2) Morʹde·cai told him about everything that had happened to him and the exact amount of money that Haʹman had promised to pay to the king’s treasury for the Jews to be destroyed. 8 He also gave him a copy of the written decree that had been issued in Shuʹshan* for their annihilation. He was to show it to Esther and explain it to her and instruct her to go in to the king to beg for his favor and to plead directly with him in behalf of her people. 9 Haʹthach came back and told Esther what Morʹde·cai had said. 10 Esther replied to Haʹthach with instructions to tell Morʹde·cai: 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces* are aware that if any man or woman goes into the king’s inner courtyard without being summoned, there is only one law that applies: He is to be put to death; he may live only if the king holds out to him the golden scepter. And I have not been summoned to the king now for 30 days.” 12 When Morʹde·cai was told what Esther had said, 13 he replied to Esther: “Do not imagine that because you are in the king’s household you are any more likely to escape than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?” 15 Then Esther replied to Morʹde·cai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shuʹshan* and fast in my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night and day. I along with my female attendants will also fast. I will go in to the king, which is against the law, and if I am to perish, I will perish.” 17 So Morʹde·cai went his way and did all that Esther had instructed him to do. 
5 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner courtyard of the king’s house,* opposite the king’s house, while the king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal house opposite the entrance. 2 As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she gained his favor, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Esther then approached and touched the top of the scepter.

Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace.”








^ ***ia pp. 133-134 She Stood Up for God’s People***


22. Why was Esther afraid to appear before her husband the king? (See also footnote.)

22 Esther’s heart must have sunk when she heard that message. Here was her greatest test of faith. She was afraid, as she freely revealed in her reply to Mordecai. She reminded him of the king’s law. To appear before the king unsummoned meant a death sentence. Only if the king held out his golden scepter was the offender spared. And did Esther have any reason to expect such clemency, especially in view of Vashti’s fate when she had refused the king’s command to appear? Esther told Mordecai that the king had not invited her to see him in 30 days! Such neglect left her plenty of reason to wonder if she had fallen out of favor with this capricious monarch.*​—Esther 4:9-11.

23. (a) What did Mordecai say to bolster Esther’s faith? (b) Why is Mordecai worthy of imitation?

23 Mordecai replied firmly to bolster Esther’s faith. He assured her that if she failed to act, salvation for the Jews would arise from some other source. But how could she expect to be spared once the persecution gathered force? Here Mordecai showed his profound faith in Jehovah, who would never let His people be exterminated and His promises go unfulfilled. (Josh. 23:14) Then Mordecai asked Esther: “Who is there knowing whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to royal dignity?” (Esther 4:12-14) Is not Mordecai worthy of imitation? He trusted completely in his God, Jehovah. Do we?​—Prov. 3:5, 6.





^  (Esther 4:9-11) Haʹthach came back and told Esther what Morʹde·cai had said. 10 Esther replied to Haʹthach with instructions to tell Morʹde·cai: 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces* are aware that if any man or woman goes into the king’s inner courtyard without being summoned, there is only one law that applies: He is to be put to death; he may live only if the king holds out to him the golden scepter. And I have not been summoned to the king now for 30 days.”

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^  (Josh. 23:14) “Now look! I am about to die,* and you well know with all your heart and with all your soul* that not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you. Not one word of them has failed.

Lit., “I am going today in the way of all the earth.”
See Glossary.


^  (Esther 4:12-14) When Morʹde·cai was told what Esther had said, 13 he replied to Esther: “Do not imagine that because you are in the king’s household you are any more likely to escape than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?”



^  (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”






^  Xerxes I was known for his mercurial, violent temper. The Greek historian Herodotus recorded some examples from Xerxes’ war against Greece. The king ordered that a pontoon bridge of ships be built across the strait of Hellespont. When a storm ruined the bridge, Xerxes ordered the engineers beheaded and even had his men “punish” the Hellespont by whipping the water while an insulting proclamation was read aloud. In the same campaign, when a wealthy man begged that his son be excused from joining the army, Xerxes had the son cut in half, his body displayed as a warning.















^ ***sjj song 115 Gratitude for Divine Patience***


SONG 115

Gratitude for Divine Patience


(2 Peter 3:15)


	1. Great God, Jehovah, boundless in might,

You have made known your love of right.

Badness prevails on earth below,

Causing us pain, as you well know.

You are not slow, as men may contend;

Your time is near for patience to end.

(CHORUS)

We look ahead with hope renewed,

Praising your name in deep gratitude.





	2. One thousand years, from your point of view,

Are like a day when they are through.

Time now proceeds to your great day;

It will arrive without delay.

Though all transgression you do resent,

Your heart is glad when sinners repent.

(CHORUS)

We look ahead with hope renewed,

Praising your name in deep gratitude.









(See also Neh. 9:30; Luke 15:7; 2 Pet. 3:8, 9.)





^ (2 Pet. 3:15) Furthermore, consider the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote you according to the wisdom given him,



^ (Neh. 9:30) You extended patience to them for many years and kept warning them by your spirit through your prophets, but they refused to listen. Finally you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands.



^ (Luke 15:7) I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous ones who have no need of repentance.



^ (2 Pet. 3:8, 9) However, do not let this escape your notice, beloved ones, that one day is with Jehovah* as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. 9 Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.
See App. A5.








^ ***w06 3/1 p. 11 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Esther***

Scriptural Questions Answered:

7:4​—How would an annihilation of the Jews bring “damage to the king”? By tactfully pointing out the possibility of selling the Jews as slaves, Esther brought to the fore the matter of damage to the king by their destruction. The 10,000 silver pieces that Haman had promised were far less profitable to the king’s treasury than the wealth that could have been generated if Haman had schemed to sell the Jews as slaves. The execution of the plot would also have meant the loss of the queen.



^  (Esther 7:4) For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.”









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***w22 January pp. 10-11 Learn From Jesus’ Younger Brother***


TEACH EFFECTIVELY LIKE JAMES

 8. What will help us to become good teachers?

8 James did not have an impressive secular education. The religious leaders of his day no doubt viewed him in the same way they viewed the apostles Peter and John​—as “uneducated and ordinary.” (Acts 4:13) But James learned to be an effective teacher, as is evident when we read the book that bears his name. Like James, we may have limited secular education. Even so, with the help of Jehovah’s spirit and practical training from his organization, we too can become good teachers. Let us consider the example James set as a teacher and see what lessons we can learn.

 9. How would you describe James’ way of teaching?

9 James did not use big words or complicated reasoning. As a result, his audience knew what they needed to do and how to do it. Consider, for example, the simple way James taught that Christians must be willing to suffer injustice without becoming resentful. He wrote: “We consider happy those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah gave, that Jehovah is very tender in affection and merciful.” (Jas. 5:11) Note that James relied on the Scriptures as his authority. He used God’s Word to help his audience to see that Jehovah always rewards those who, like Job, are loyal to Him. James got his point across by using simple words and logic. In that way, he drew attention, not to himself, but to Jehovah.

10. What is one way that we can imitate James when teaching?

10 The lesson: Keep your message simple, and teach from God’s Word. Our goal should be, not to impress others with how much we know, but to impress them with how much Jehovah knows and how much he cares about them. (Rom. 11:33) We can reach that goal by always basing what we say on the Scriptures. For example, rather than tell our Bible students what we would do in their place, we should help them to reason on Bible examples and to perceive Jehovah’s thinking and feelings. Then they will be motivated by a desire to please Jehovah, not us.





^  (Acts 4:13) Now when they saw the outspokenness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus.



^  (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”


^  (Rom. 11:33) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!









^ ***th p. 20 Understandable to Others***


STUDY 17

Understandable to Others



1 Corinthians 14:9

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to grasp the meaning of your message.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Study your material thoroughly. Understand the topic clearly so that you can explain it simply and in your own words.



	  Use short sentences and simple phrases. Although longer sentences are acceptable, convey key points using concise phrases and sentences.

Eliminate unnecessary details that may confuse and overwhelm your listeners. Favor plain language over complicated speech.








	  Explain unfamiliar terms. Minimize the use of expressions that are unfamiliar to your listeners. If you must refer to an unfamiliar term, Bible character, or ancient measurement or custom, provide an explanation.










^ (1 Cor. 14:9) In the same way, unless you with the tongue use speech that is easily understood, how will anyone know what is being said? You will, in fact, be speaking into the air.









^ ***sjj song 148 Jehovah Provides Escape***


SONG 148

Jehovah Provides Escape


(2 Samuel 22:1-8)


	1. The living God, Jehovah, you have proved to be;

Your mighty works abound

in earth and sky and sea.

No rival god can equal what you have done

​—there is none.

Our foes will be consumed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	2. Though ropes of death encircle me, I call to you,

“Jehovah, give me strength,

and give me courage too.”

From your own temple dwelling, you hear my plea,

“Shelter me;

Rescue me, O my God.”

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	3. From heaven you will thunder

and give forth your voice.

Your enemies will quake;

your servants will rejoice.

You prove to be whatever you need to be;

all will see

How you provide escape.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.









(See also Ps. 18:1, 2; 144:1, 2.)





^ (2 Sam. 22:1-8) And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah rescued him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of Saul’s hand. 2 He said: “Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me.  3 My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.  4 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  5 The waves of death broke all around me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  6 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  7 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept calling. Then from his temple he heard my voice, And my cry for help reached his ears.  8 Back and forth the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the heavens trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 18:1, 2) I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 144:1, 2) May Jehovah, my Rock, be praised, Who trains my hands for battle, My fingers for warfare.  2 He is my loyal love and my stronghold, My secure refuge* and my rescuer, My shield and the One in whom I have taken shelter, The One subduing peoples under me.

Or “secure height.”








^ ***lff lesson 58***


LESSON 58

Remain Loyal to Jehovah




True Christians are determined never to allow anything or anyone to interfere with their worship of Jehovah. No doubt that is how you feel. Jehovah values your loyalty. (Read 1 Chronicles 28:9.) What situations could test your loyalty to him, and how can you deal with them?

1. How could others test our loyalty to Jehovah?

Some people will try to prevent us from serving Jehovah. Who would do such a thing? Some who have left the truth tell lies about God’s organization in order to destroy our faith. They are called apostates. Also, some religious leaders spread false information about us to cause unsuspecting ones to leave the truth. It is dangerous for us to argue with any opposers, to read their books or blogs, to go to their websites, or to watch their videos. Regarding those who try to discourage others from loyally serving Jehovah, Jesus said: “Let them be. Blind guides is what they are. If, then, a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”​—Matthew 15:14.

What if someone we know has decided that he no longer wants to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses? It can be heartbreaking when someone close to us does this. That person may force us to choose between him and Jehovah. We must be determined to remain loyal to God above all else. (Matthew 10:37) So we obey Jehovah’s command not to associate with such individuals.​—Read 1 Corinthians 5:11.

2. What personal decisions may test our loyalty to Jehovah?

Love for Jehovah will move us to avoid having any involvement with false religion. Neither our job nor the organizations we belong to nor any activities we engage in should be connected with false religion. Jehovah warns us: “Get out of [Babylon the Great], my people.”​—Revelation 18:2, 4.




DIG DEEPER


Learn how you can avoid letting anyone weaken your loyalty to Jehovah. Also see how you can show loyalty by getting out of Babylon the Great.



3. Beware of false teachers

How should we react if we hear negative things about Jehovah’s organization? Read Proverbs 14:15, and then discuss this question:

	  Why are we careful not to believe everything we hear?





Read 2 John 10, and then discuss these questions:

	  How should we treat apostates?



	  Even if we do not interact directly with apostates, how could we come into contact with their teachings?



	  How do you think Jehovah would feel if we were to pay attention to negative speech about him or his organization?





4. Remain loyal to God when a brother sins

If we learn that someone in the congregation has committed a serious sin, what obligation do we have? Consider a principle from God’s Law to ancient Israel. Read Leviticus 5:1.

As instructed in that verse, if we learn that a person has committed a serious sin, we should tell the elders what we know. Before doing so, however, it would be a kindness to urge the wrongdoer himself to go to the elders and confess his sin. If he fails to do so, our loyalty to Jehovah should prompt us to tell the elders what we know. How does such an approach demonstrate loyal love for . . .

	  Jehovah God?



	  the person who has sinned?



	  others in the congregation?





5. Stay out of Babylon the Great


Play the VIDEO.







VIDEO: Get Out of Babylon the Great! (5:06)








Read Luke 4:8 and Revelation 18:4, 5, and then answer these questions:

	  Is my name still on the membership rolls of a false religion?



	  Do I belong to an organization that is connected with another religion?



	  Does my work support false religion in any way?



	  Are there any other areas in my life where I need to separate from false religion?



	  If I answered yes to any of these questions, what changes should I make?





In all cases, make a decision that leaves you with a clean conscience and reflects your loyalty to Jehovah.






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I need to know what apostates are saying about Jehovah’s Witnesses so that I can defend the truth.”

	  Would that be wise? Why, or why not?










SUMMARY

To remain loyal to Jehovah, we need to avoid associating with those who are disloyal to him. We also need to separate ourselves completely from false religion.

Review

	  Why should we not watch, read, or listen to the ideas of apostates?



	  How should we treat those who no longer want to be Jehovah’s Witnesses?



	  How can we heed the warning to flee from false religion?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

If you are connected in any way with false religion, take steps to separate yourself from it.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Learn how to react when others spread false reports about Jehovah’s Witnesses.

“Do You Have the Facts?” (The Watchtower, August 2018)







How can you identify organizations or activities that support Babylon the Great?

“Keep Busy During the Last of ‘the Last Days’” (The Watchtower, October 2019, paragraphs 16-18)







What have some opposers done to try to weaken our faith?

Beware of Deceit (9:32)







In the story “I Had Been Looking for God Since Childhood,” read about a Shinto priest who broke off ties with false religion.

“The Bible Changes Lives” (The Watchtower, July 1, 2011)













^ (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^ (Matt. 15:14) Let them be. Blind guides is what they are. If, then, a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”*

Or “ditch.”


^ (Matt. 10:37) Whoever has greater affection for father or mother than for me is not worthy of me; and whoever has greater affection for son or daughter than for me is not worthy of me.



^ (1 Cor. 5:11) But now I am writing you to stop keeping company with anyone called a brother who is sexually immoral or a greedy person or an idolater or a reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner, not even eating with such a man.



^ (Rev. 18:2) And he cried out with a strong voice, saying: “She has fallen! Babylon the Great has fallen, and she has become a dwelling place of demons and a place where every unclean spirit* and every unclean and hated bird lurks!

Or possibly, “breath; exhalation; inspired statement.”


^ (Rev. 18:4) And I heard another voice out of heaven say: “Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues.



^ (Prov. 14:15) The naive* person believes every word, But the shrewd one ponders each step.

Or “inexperienced.”


^ (2 John 10) If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your homes or say a greeting to him.



^ (Lev. 5:1) “‘If someone* sins because he has heard a public call to testify* and he is a witness or has seen or learned about it and he does not report it, then he will answer for his error.

Or “a soul.”
Lit., “a voice of a curse (oath).” Probably an announcement regarding a wrong­doing that included a curse pronounced against the wrongdoer or against the witness in case he failed to testify.


^ (Luke 4:8) In reply Jesus said to him: “It is written, ‘It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to him alone you must render sacred service.’”*

Or “and you must serve only him.”


^ (Rev. 18:4, 5) And I heard another voice out of heaven say: “Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues. 5 For her sins have massed together clear up to heaven, and God has called her acts of injustice* to mind.

Or “her crimes.”








^ ***sjj song 124 Ever Loyal***


SONG 124

Ever Loyal


(Psalm 18:25)


	1. Ever loyal to Jehovah,

Loyal love we wish to show.

As a people, dedicated,

His commands we want to know.

His advice will never fail us,

And his counsel we obey.

He is loyal; we can trust him.

From his side we’ll never stray.



	2. Ever loyal to our brothers,

Sticking close in times of need.

Ever caring, always trusting,

Ever kind in word and deed.

We show honor to our brothers

And respect them from the heart.

Ever loyal, ever closer,

From their side we’ll never part.



	3. Ever loyal to their guidance

When our brothers lead the way.

When they give us clear direction,

May we loyally obey.

Then the blessing from Jehovah

Will be ours to make us strong.

When we’re loyal, ever faithful,

To Jehovah we’ll belong.







(See also Ps. 149:1; 1 Tim. 2:8; Heb. 13:17.)





^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 149:1) Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (1 Tim. 2:8) So I desire that in every place the men carry on prayer, lifting up loyal hands, without anger and debates.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”














^ ***ia p. 140 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***


15. (a) What good came of Esther’s patience? (b) Why is it wise for us to show “a waiting attitude”?

15 Because Esther was patient, waiting that one extra day to present her request to the king, Haman was given time to lay the basis for his own downfall. And might not Jehovah God have been behind the king’s sleeplessness? (Prov. 21:1) Little wonder that God’s Word encourages us to show “a waiting attitude”! (Read Micah 7:7.) When we wait on God, we may find that his solutions to our problems far exceed anything that we might have devised ourselves.

She Spoke Up Bravely

16, 17. (a) When did Esther’s “time to speak” come? (b) How did Esther differ from Vashti, the king’s former wife?

16 Esther dared not test the king’s patience any further; at her second banquet, she had to tell all. But how? As it turned out, the king gave her the opportunity, asking again what her petition might be. (Esther 7:2) Esther’s “time to speak” had come.





^  (Prov. 21:1) A king’s heart is like streams of water in Jehovah’s hand. He directs it wherever He pleases.



^  (Mic. 7:7) But as for me, I will keep on the lookout for Jehovah. I will show a waiting attitude* for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.

Or “I will wait patiently.”


^  (Esther 7:2) The king said to Esther again on the second day during the banquet of wine: “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!”

Or “for.”








^ ***ia pp. 140-141 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***


17 We may imagine Esther saying a silent prayer to her God before uttering these words: “If I have found favor in your eyes, O king, and if to the king it does seem good, let there be given me my own soul at my petition and my people at my request.” (Esther 7:3) Notice that she assured the king that she respected his judgment regarding what seemed good. How Esther differed from Vashti, the king’s former wife, who had purposely humiliated her husband! (Esther 1:10-12) Further, Esther did not criticize the king for his folly of trusting in Haman. Rather, she begged the king to protect her from a danger to her own life.





^  (Esther 7:3) Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life* be granted as my petition, and my people as my request.

Or “soul.”


^  (Esther 1:10-12) On the seventh day, when the king’s heart was in a cheerful mood because of the wine, he told Me·huʹman, Bizʹtha, Har·boʹna, Bigʹtha, A·bagʹtha, Zeʹthar, and Carʹkas, the seven court officials who were personal attendants to King A·has·u·eʹrus, 11 to bring before the king Queen Vashʹti, wearing the royal headdress,* to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was very beautiful. 12 But Queen Vashʹti kept refusing to come at the king’s order that was conveyed through the court officials. At this the king became very angry, and his rage flared up within him.

Or “turban.”








^ ***ia p. 141 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***


18. How did Esther reveal the problem to the king?

18 That request surely moved and amazed the king. Who would dare endanger his queen? Esther went on: “We have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed and destroyed. Now if we had been sold for mere men slaves and for mere maidservants, I should have kept silent. But the distress is not appropriate when with damage to the king.” (Esther 7:4) Note that Esther frankly exposed the problem, yet she added that she would have kept quiet about it if mere slavery had been the threat. This genocide, though, would be too costly to the king himself to keep quiet about it.

19. What can we learn from Esther about the art of persuasion?

19 Esther’s example teaches us much about the art of persuasion. If you ever need to lay bare a serious problem to a loved one or even to a person in authority, a combination of patience, respect, and candor can be of great help.​—Prov. 16:21, 23.





^  (Esther 7:4) For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.”



^  (Prov. 16:21) The wise in heart will be called understanding, And the one kind in speech* adds persuasiveness.

Or “And appealing speech.” Lit., “And sweetness of lips.”


^  (Prov. 16:23) The heart of the wise one gives his mouth insight And adds persuasiveness to his speech.


















^ ***sjj song 102 “Assist Those Who Are Weak”***


SONG 102

“Assist Those Who Are Weak”


(Acts 20:35)


	1. Many are the weaknesses

That we all possess.

Still Jehovah cares for us,

Loves us nonetheless.

He is so merciful;

His love, so powerful.

May we show this kind of love,

Help those in distress.



	2. Some at times are weak in faith,

Strong though they appear.

By our reassuring words,

We can calm their fears.

Weak ones to God belong;

His spirit makes them strong.

May we feel their pain and cares,

Help them dry their tears.



	3. Rather than condemn the weak,

We should bear in mind

How much we can strengthen them

By our being kind.

May we be diligent,

Give them encouragement.

As we lend our kind support,

Comfort they will find.







(See also Isa. 35:3, 4; 2 Cor. 11:29; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Isa. 35:3, 4) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”



^ (2 Cor. 11:29) Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I am not incensed?



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.









^ ***w06 3/1 p. 11 par. 4 Highlights From the Book of Esther***

9:10, 15, 16​—Even though the decree authorized plundering of the spoil, why did the Jews refrain from doing so? Their refusal left no doubt that their purpose was self-preservation, not self-enrichment.



^  (Esther 9:10) the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder.



^  (Esther 9:15, 16) The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder.

Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***th p. 9 Scripture Application Made Clear***


STUDY 6

Scripture Application Made Clear



John 10:33-36

SUMMARY: Do not simply read a scripture and then move on to the next point. Make sure that your listeners see clearly the connection between the scripture you read and the point you are making.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Isolate key words. After reading a scripture, highlight the words that relate directly to your main point. You may do this by repeating those words or by asking a question that invites your listeners to identify the key words.

If you use different words to restate the idea of the scripture, be sure that your listeners can still plainly see how the words in the Bible itself connect to your main point.








	  Emphasize the point. If you introduced the scripture with a clear reason for reading it, explain how the key words of the scripture relate to that reason.

As you discuss the scripture, keep your Bible open. This helps your listeners to connect your words to the verse you just read.








	  Make your application simple. Avoid commenting on irrelevant details that do not contribute to the main point. Based on what your listeners already know about the topic, decide how many facts are necessary to make the point of application clear and understandable.










^ (John 10:33-36) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.” 34 Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’? 35 If he called ‘gods’ those against* whom the word of God came—and yet the scripture cannot be nullified— 36 do you say to me* whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?

Or “to.”
Or “of him.”








^ ***th p. 16 Practical Value Made Clear***


STUDY 13

Practical Value Made Clear



Proverbs 3:21

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to understand how your subject affects their lives, and show them what to do with what they learn.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on why your listeners need to hear the information you are sharing, and consider what aspect of the topic will be particularly helpful to them.



	  Throughout your presentation, show your listeners what to do. Right from the start, each listener should realize, ‘This involves me.’ As you develop each main point, show how to apply it. Avoid speaking in generalities.

Discuss the application of Bible principles lovingly and empathetically. Rather than burdening others with guilt, strengthen their love and faith, confident that their heart will motivate them to do the right thing.













IN THE MINISTRY


When preparing to preach, give thought to what is in the news and to topics that may interest people in your territory. Adapt your comments to address what is most practical then and there. Ask tactful questions that draw out a person’s concerns and interests. Then listen to the response, and adapt your teaching accordingly.







^ (Prov. 3:21) My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.








^ ***lff lesson 12 point 4***



DIG DEEPER


Learn how you can keep studying the Bible despite a busy schedule or opposition from others. Then consider how Jehovah will help you to persevere.



4. Make your Bible study a priority

Sometimes life gets so busy that it seems we do not have enough time to study the Bible. What can help? Read Philippians 1:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  What do you feel are some of “the more important things” in life?



	  How can you make your Bible study a priority?





	             If you fill a bucket with sand and try to add rocks, the rocks will not fit



	             If you put the rocks in first, you will have room to add most of the sand. Similarly, if you put “the more important things” first in your life, you will be able to accomplish them and still have time for other things





Studying the Bible satisfies our spiritual need​—our need to know and worship God. Read Matthew 5:3, and then discuss this question:

	  How do we benefit when we make study of the Bible a priority?











^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^ (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.









^ ***th p. 22 Effort to Reach the Heart***


STUDY 19

Effort to Reach the Heart



Proverbs 3:1

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to appreciate what they learn and to act on it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Help your listeners to make a self-examination. Ask rhetorical questions to help people in your audience examine their own feelings.



	  Appeal to good motives. Urge your listeners to analyze why they perform good works. Help them to build the finest motives​—love for Jehovah, for fellow humans, and for Bible teachings. Reason with your listeners; do not lecture them. Rather than shaming them, leave them encouraged at the end of your presentation, motivated to do their best.



	  Direct attention to Jehovah. Highlight how Bible teachings, principles, and commands reflect God’s qualities and his love for us. Cultivate in your listeners a desire to consider Jehovah’s feelings and to please him.

Remember that Jehovah draws people. Use his Word to motivate your listeners.













IN THE MINISTRY


When possible, use questions to find out what your listener really believes. Observe his facial expression and tone of voice for signs of his true feelings. However, be patient. You will likely have to build trust before your listener will reveal his inmost feelings.







^ (Prov. 3:1) My son, do not forget my teaching,* And may your heart observe my commandments,

Or “law.”








^ ***sjj song 117 The Quality of Goodness***


SONG 117

The Quality of Goodness


(2 Chronicles 6:41)


	1. O Jehovah, God of goodness,

You have blessed us all our days!

You are holy, ever loyal,

And so good in all your ways.

You show favor, granting mercy,

Far beyond what we deserve.

You’re so worthy of our worship,

And it’s you we gladly serve.



	2. Your own goodness is reflected

In the people whom you choose;

And the proof is in their conduct

And the preaching of good news.

Your good teaching, your good shepherds,

Bear good fruit in many lands.

May you grant us holy spirit,

And may goodness guide our hands.



	3. May you bless our deeds of goodness

To our brothers, great or small.

May we show them special favor

As we work at good t’ward all.

In each fam’ly, congregation,

In each town and neighborhood,

With your blessing and your spirit,

May we be a force for good.







(See also Ps. 103:10; Mark 10:18; Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9.)





^ (2 Chron. 6:41) And now go up, O Jehovah God, to your resting-place, you and the Ark of your strength. Let your priests, O Jehovah God, be clothed with salvation, and let your loyal ones rejoice in your goodness.



^ (Ps. 103:10) He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor has he repaid us what our errors deserve.



^ (Mark 10:18) Jesus said to him: “Why do you call me good? Nobody is good except one, God.



^ (Gal. 5:22) On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith,



^ (Eph. 5:9) for the fruitage of the light consists of every sort of goodness and righteousness and truth.









^ ***lff lesson 59 points 1-5***



Sooner or later, all Christians will face opposition, even persecution. Should that alarm us?

1. Why do we expect persecution?

The Bible clearly says: “All those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.” (2 Timothy 3:12) Jesus was persecuted because he was no part of Satan’s world. We are also no part of the world, so we are not surprised when we are persecuted by this world’s governments and religious organizations.​—John 15:18, 19.

2. How can we prepare for persecution?

We need to strengthen our trust in Jehovah now. Make time every day to pray to him and to read a portion of his Word. Attend congregation meetings regularly. These activities will give you the strength you need to face any persecution courageously, even if it comes from family members. The apostle Paul, who was often persecuted, wrote: “Jehovah is my helper; I will not be afraid.”​—Hebrews 13:6.

We can also build our courage by preaching regularly. Preaching teaches us to trust in Jehovah and overcome any fear of man. (Proverbs 29:25) If you develop the courage to preach now, you will be well-prepared to keep preaching even if the government restricts our work.​—1 Thessalonians 2:2.

3. How do we benefit by enduring persecution?

Of course, we do not enjoy being persecuted, but when we endure persecution successfully, our faith becomes stronger. We draw closer to Jehovah because we experience his help when we feel we can no longer go on. (Read James 1:2-4.) It hurts Jehovah to see us suffer, but it pleases him to see us endure. The Bible says: “If you endure suffering because of doing good, this is an agreeable thing to God.” (1 Peter 2:20) The reward Jehovah will give to all who endure faithfully is eternal life in a world free from opposition to true worship.​—Matthew 24:13.




DIG DEEPER


Review why it is possible and rewarding to stick loyally to Jehovah despite persecution.



4. You can endure family opposition

Jesus realistically acknowledged that our family may not support our decision to worship Jehovah. Read Matthew 10:34-36, and then discuss this question:

	  What can happen when a family member decides to serve Jehovah?






To see an example of this, play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: Jehovah Took Us In (5:13)








	  What would you do if a relative or a friend tried to discourage you from serving Jehovah?





Read Psalm 27:10 and Mark 10:29, 30. After reading each scripture, discuss this question:

	  How may this promise help you if you face opposition from family or friends?









5. Keep worshipping Jehovah despite persecution


It takes courage to serve Jehovah when others try to prevent us from doing so. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: Showing Courage Despite Persecution (6:27)








	  What about the examples in this video strengthens you?





Read Acts 5:27-29 and Hebrews 10:24, 25. After reading each scripture, discuss this question:

	  Why is it so important to continue worshipping Jehovah even if our preaching work or meetings are restricted?















^ (2 Tim. 3:12) In fact, all those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.



^ (John 15:18, 19) If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.



^ (Heb. 13:6) So that we may be of good courage and say: “Jehovah* is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

See App. A5.


^ (Prov. 29:25) Trembling at* men is* a snare, But the one trusting in Jehovah will be protected.

Or “Fear of.”
Or “lays.”


^ (1 Thess. 2:2) For although we had first suffered and been insolently treated in Phi·lipʹpi, as you know, we mustered up boldness by means of our God to tell you the good news of God in the face of much opposition.



^ (Jas. 1:2-4) Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you meet with various trials, 3 knowing as you do that this tested quality of your faith produces endurance. 4 But let endurance complete its work, so that you may be complete and sound in all respects, not lacking in anything.



^ (1 Pet. 2:20) For what merit is there if you are beaten for sinning and you endure it? But if you endure suffering because of doing good, this is an agreeable thing to God.



^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (Matt. 10:34-36) Do not think I came to bring peace to the earth; I came to bring, not peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to cause division, with a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 Indeed, a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.



^ (Ps. 27:10) Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.



^ (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”


^ (Acts 5:27-29) So they brought them and stood them before the Sanʹhe·drin. Then the high priest questioned them 28 and said: “We strictly ordered you not to keep teaching on the basis of this name, and yet look! you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon us.” 29 In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.



^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”








^ ***sjj song 55 Fear Them Not!***


SONG 55

Fear Them Not!


(Matthew 10:28)


	1. Ever onward, O my people,

Let the Kingdom tidings go.

Tremble not before our foe.

Let all lovers of truth know

That my reigning Son, Christ Jesus,

To the earth has cast the foe,

Soon to bind the Devil, Satan,

Letting all his victims go.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.





	2. Even though your foes are many,

Though they threaten and revile,

Though they flatter and they smile,

To mislead and to beguile.

Fear them not, my faithful people,

Nor their persecution’s heat,

For I will preserve the faithful

Till the vict’ry is complete.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.





	3. Never fear you are forgotten;

I am still your strength and shield.

Though you die upon the field,

Even death to me will yield.

Fear them not who kill the body

But cannot destroy the soul.

To the end may you be faithful;

I will bring you to your goal!

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.









(See also Deut. 32:10; Neh. 4:14; Ps. 59:1; 83:2, 3.)





^ (Matt. 10:28) And do not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear him who can destroy both soul and body in Ge·henʹna.



^ (Deut. 32:10) He found him in a wilderness land And in an empty, howling desert. He protectively encircled him, took care of him, And safeguarded him as the pupil of his eye.



^ (Neh. 4:14) When I saw their fear, I immediately rose and said to the nobles and the deputy rulers and the rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of them. Remember Jehovah, who is great and awe-inspiring; and fight for your brothers, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes.”



^ (Ps. 59:1) Rescue me from my enemies, O my God; Protect me from those rising up against me.



^ (Ps. 83:2, 3) For look! your enemies are in an uproar; Those who hate you act arrogantly.*  3 With cunning they secretly plot against your people; They conspire against your treasured ones.*

Or “raise their heads.”
Lit., “concealed ones.”














^ ***it-2 p. 432 Mordecai***

Mordecai now replaced Haman as prime minister and received the king’s own signet ring for sealing state documents. Esther placed Mordecai over the house of Haman, which the king had turned over to her. Then Mordecai used the king’s authorization to issue a counterdecree giving the Jews the legal right to defend themselves. To the Jews it was a light of deliverance and joy. Many in the Persian Empire aligned themselves with the Jews, and when Adar 13, the day for the laws to take force, arrived, the Jews were prepared. Officialdom stood behind them because of Mordecai’s high position. In Shushan the fighting was extended for another day. More than 75,000 enemies of the Jews in the Persian Empire were destroyed, including the ten sons of Haman. (Es 8:1–9:18) With Esther’s confirmation Mordecai commanded the annual celebration of the festival of the 14th and 15th days of Adar, the “days of Purim,” for rejoicing and banqueting and giving gifts to one another and to the poor. The Jews accepted and imposed the festival on their offspring and all those joining themselves to them. As second in the empire, Mordecai was respected by God’s dedicated people the Jews and continued working for their welfare.​—Es 9:19-22, 27-32; 10:2, 3.



^ (Esther 8:1-9:18) On that day King A·has·u·eʹrus gave the house of Haʹman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Morʹde·cai came in before the king, because Esther had revealed how he was related to her. 2 Then the king removed his signet ring that he had taken away from Haʹman and gave it to Morʹde·cai. And Esther put Morʹde·cai in charge of the house of Haʹman. 3 Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.* 6 For how can I bear to look upon the disaster that will come upon my people, and how can I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?” 7 So King A·has·u·eʹrus said to Queen Esther and to Morʹde·cai the Jew: “Look! I have given the house of Haʹman to Esther and have had him hanged on the stake, because of his plot to attack* the Jews. 8 You may now write in the king’s name whatever you see fit in behalf of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring, for a decree that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.” 9 So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language. 10 He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 15 Now Morʹde·cai left the king’s presence in royal apparel of blue and white, wearing a great golden crown and a fine-fabric cloak of purple wool. And the city of Shuʹshan* shouted for joy. 16 For the Jews there was relief* and rejoicing and exultation and honor. 17 And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them. 
9 On the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar,* when the king’s word and his law were to be carried out, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to overpower them, the opposite happened, and the Jews defeated those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus to lay hands on those seeking to harm them, and not a man could stand against them, for the dread of them had fallen upon all the peoples. 3 And all the princes of the provinces,* the satraps, the governors, and those handling the business of the king were supporting the Jews, for they were in fear of Morʹde·cai. 4 Morʹde·cai had become powerful in the king’s house,* and his fame was spreading throughout all the provinces,* because Morʹde·cai was steadily growing more powerful. 5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them; they did whatever they wanted to those hating them. 6 In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men. 7 Also, they killed Par·shan·daʹtha, Dalʹphon, As·paʹtha, 8 Po·raʹtha, A·daʹli·a, A·ri·daʹtha, 9 Par·mashʹta, Arʹi·sai, Arʹi·dai, and Vai·zaʹtha, 10 the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder. 11 On that day the number of those killed in Shuʹshan* the citadel* was reported to the king. 12 The king said to Queen Esther: “In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and the ten sons of Haʹman. What, then, have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces?* What is your petition now? It will be granted you. And what is your further request? It will be done.” 13 Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the Jews who are in Shuʹshan* be permitted to act tomorrow also according to today’s law; and let the ten sons of Haʹman be hanged on the stake.” 14 So the king gave orders for that to be done. A law was issued in Shuʹshan,* and the ten sons of Haʹman were hanged. 15 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder. 17 That was on the 13th day of the month of Aʹdar, and they rested on the 14th day and made it a day of feasting and of rejoicing. 18 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together on the 13th day and on the 14th day, and they rested on the 15th day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “because he thrust out his hand against.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”
Or “Susa.”


^ (Esther 9:19-22) That is why the rural Jews inhabiting the cities of the outlying districts made the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar a day of rejoicing and feasting, a day of celebration, and a time to send portions of food to one another. 20 Morʹde·cai recorded these events and sent official letters to all the Jews in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, both near and far. 21 He instructed them to observe the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar, as well as the 15th day, each and every year, 22 because on those days the Jews rested from their enemies and in that month their grief was changed to rejoicing and their mourning to a day of celebration. They were to observe them as days of feasting and rejoicing and as a time to send portions of food to one another and gifts to the poor.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ (Esther 9:27-32) the Jews obligated themselves and their descendants and all those joining them to celebrate these two days without fail and to carry out what was written concerning them at the appointed time each and every year. 28 These days were to be remembered and observed in every generation, by each family, each province,* and each city; and these days of Puʹrim should not cease among the Jews, and their commemoration should not come to an end among their descendants. 29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il, and Morʹde·cai the Jew wrote with full authority to confirm a second letter about Puʹrim. 30 He sent official letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces,* the realm of A·has·u·eʹrus, in words of peace and truth 31 to confirm the observance of the days of Puʹrim at their appointed times, just as Morʹde·cai the Jew and Queen Esther had instructed them to do and just as they had obligated themselves* and their descendants to carry out, including the fasting and supplication. 32 And the command of Esther confirmed these matters concerning Puʹrim, and it was recorded in a book.

Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “had imposed upon their soul.”


^ (Esther 10:2, 3) And all his powerful and mighty accomplishments, as well as the detailed account of Morʹde·cai’s greatness to which the king exalted him, are they not written in the book of the history of the times of the kings of Meʹdi·a and Persia? 3 For Morʹde·cai the Jew was second only to King A·has·u·eʹrus. He was great* among the Jews and respected by the multitude of his brothers, working for the good of his people and advocating the welfare of* all their descendants.

Or “highly regarded.”
Lit., “and speaking peace for.”








^ ***it-2 pp. 716-717 Purim***

Purpose. While it is said by some commentators that the Festival of Purim as celebrated by the Jews in the present day has more of a secular than a religious nature and is sometimes accompanied by excesses, this was not so at the time of its institution and early celebration. Both Mordecai and Esther were servants of the true God Jehovah, and the festival was established to honor Him. The deliverance of the Jews at that time can be attributed to Jehovah God, because the issue arose by reason of Mordecai’s integrity in his course of exclusive worship of Jehovah. Haman was probably an Amalekite, whose nation Jehovah had specifically cursed and condemned to destruction. Mordecai respected God’s decree and refused to bow to Haman. (Es 3:2, 5; Ex 17:14-16) Also, the words of Mordecai to Esther (Es 4:14) indicate that he looked to a higher power for deliverance for the Jews, and Esther’s fasting before entering the king’s presence with her original petition, a banquet invitation, indicated her appeal to God for help.​—Es 4:16.



^ (Esther 3:2) And all the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate would bow low and prostrate themselves to Haʹman, for this is what the king had commanded respecting him. But Morʹde·cai refused to bow low or prostrate himself.



^ (Esther 3:5) Now when Haʹman saw that Morʹde·cai refused to bow low and prostrate himself to him, Haʹman became filled with rage.



^ (Ex. 17:14-16) Jehovah now said to Moses: “Write this as a memorial* in the book and repeat it to Joshua, ‘I will completely wipe out the memory of Amʹa·lek from under the heavens.’” 15 Then Moses built an altar and named it Je·hoʹvah-nisʹsi,* 16 saying: “Because his hand is against the throne of Jah, Jehovah will have war with Amʹa·lek from generation to generation.”

Or “reminder.”
Meaning “Jehovah Is My Signal Pole.”


^ (Esther 4:14) For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?”



^ (Esther 4:16) “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shuʹshan* and fast in my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night and day. I along with my female attendants will also fast. I will go in to the king, which is against the law, and if I am to perish, I will perish.”

Or “Susa.”








^ ***cl pp. 101-102 “Become Imitators of God” in Your Use of Power***


Within the Congregation

12, 13. (a) What view should elders have of their authority in the congregation? (b) Illustrate why elders should treat the flock with tenderness.

12 Jehovah has provided overseers to take the lead in the Christian congregation. (Hebrews 13:17) These qualified men are to use their God-given authority to provide needed assistance and to contribute to the welfare of the flock. Does their position entitle elders to lord it over their fellow believers? Not at all! Elders need to have a balanced, humble view of their role in the congregation. (1 Peter 5:2, 3) The Bible tells overseers: “Shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son.” (Acts 20:28) Therein lies a powerful reason for treating each member of the flock with tenderness.

13 We might illustrate it this way. A close friend asks you to care for a cherished possession. You know that your friend paid a high price for the item. Would you not treat it delicately, with great care? Similarly, God has entrusted elders with the responsibility to care for a truly valued possession: the congregation, whose members are likened to sheep. (John 21:16, 17) Jehovah’s sheep are dear to him​—so dear, in fact, that he purchased them with the precious blood of his only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Jehovah could not have paid a higher price for his sheep. Humble elders keep that in mind and treat Jehovah’s sheep accordingly.





^  (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:2, 3) Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those who are God’s inheritance, but becoming examples to the flock.

Or “carefully watching over it.”


^  (Acts 20:28) Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the holy spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son.



^  (John 21:16, 17) Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” 17 He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.


















^ ***sjj song 141 The Miracle of Life***


SONG 141

The Miracle of Life


(Psalm 36:9)


	1. Ev’ry newborn child, Ev’ry drop of rain,

Ev’ry golden ray of sun, Each head of grain—

All are gifts from God; They reveal his way.

Miracles performed by him sustain us each day.

(CHORUS)

So, what are we to do with a gift so rare

But to love the One who gave it and show him we care.

No matter what we do, We never can earn it.

This gift is still a gift​—The miracle of life.





	2. Others may give up, Lose their will to try,

Echoing the wife of Job: “Curse God and die.”

We are not that way; Praise to God we give,

Thanking him for ev’ry precious moment we live.

(CHORUS)

So, what are we to do with a gift so rare

But to love the ones around us and show them we care.

No matter what we do, We never can earn it.

This gift is still a gift​—The miracle of life.









(See also Job 2:9; Ps. 34:12; Eccl. 8:15; Matt. 22:37-40; Rom. 6:23.)





^ (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ (Job 2:9) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!”



^ (Ps. 34:12) Who among you takes pleasure in life And would love to see many good days?



^ (Eccl. 8:15) So I recommended rejoicing, because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice; this should accompany him as he works hard during the days of his life, which the true God gives him under the sun.



^ (Matt. 22:37-40) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.”



^ (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.









^ ***w21 April p. 11 Learning From Jesus’ Final Words***


“MY GOD, WHY HAVE YOU FORSAKEN ME?”

 9. What do Jesus’ words recorded at Matthew 27:46 tell us?

9 What did Jesus say? Shortly before his death, Jesus called out: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matt. 27:46) The Bible does not explain why Jesus said this. Consider, though, what those words tell us. For one thing, by saying these words, Jesus was fulfilling the prophecy found at Psalm 22:1.* Furthermore, the words made it clear that Jehovah was not keeping “a protective hedge around” his Son. (Job 1:10) Jesus understood that his Father had released him fully into the hands of his enemies so that he could be tested to the limit​—as no human has ever been tested. In addition, these words confirmed that he was innocent of any crime deserving of death.





^ (Matt. 27:46) About the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud voice, saying: “Eʹli, Eʹli, laʹma sa·bach·thaʹni?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



^  (Matt. 27:46) About the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud voice, saying: “Eʹli, Eʹli, laʹma sa·bach·thaʹni?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



^  (Ps. 22:1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?



^  (Job 1:10) Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land.







^  For a discussion of possible reasons why Jesus quoted from Psalm 22:1, see “Questions From Readers” in this issue.






^ (Ps. 22:1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***th p. 12 Appropriate Use of Visual Aids***


STUDY 9

Appropriate Use of Visual Aids



Genesis 15:5

SUMMARY: Use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Select visual aids that enhance your teaching. Use pictures, diagrams, maps, time lines, or other visual aids to highlight important points, not minor details. Help your listeners to remember not just the visual aid but the point of instruction.



	  Make sure that your listeners can see the visual aid.

Well before your presentation, ensure that any visual aids you plan to use are ready.













IN THE MINISTRY


Direct a listener’s attention to artwork in a publication, and ask him to comment on what he sees. Ask additional questions, as needed, to emphasize key ideas. When playing a video, turn the screen to face your listener. Generally, it is not necessary to talk while the video is playing.







^ (Gen. 15:5) He now brought him outside and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to do so.” Then he said to him: “So your offspring* will become.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***w22 January pp. 11-12 Learn From Jesus’ Younger Brother***


11. What challenges were some Christians dealing with in James’ day, and what counsel did he give them? (James 5:13-15)

11 James was realistic. From his letter, it is obvious that James was aware of the challenges his fellow believers were struggling with, and he gave them clear direction on how to overcome these. For example, some Christians were slow to apply counsel. (Jas. 1:22) Others showed partiality toward the rich. (Jas. 2:1-3) Still others had a hard time controlling their tongue. (Jas. 3:8-10) Those Christians had serious problems, but James did not give up on them. He presented his counsel in a kind but straightforward way and encouraged those who were struggling spiritually to seek additional help from the elders.​—Read James 5:13-15.

12. How can we remain positive when helping our Bible students?

12 The lesson: Be realistic, but keep a positive view of others. Many with whom we study the Bible may struggle to apply its counsel. (Jas. 4:1-4) It may take them some time to root out bad traits and replace them with Christlike qualities. In imitation of James, we must have the courage to tell our students where they need to improve. We also need to remain positive, trusting that Jehovah will draw humble people to him and will give them the strength to make changes in their life.​—Jas. 4:10.

13. As indicated at James 3:2 and footnote, what did James recognize?

13 James kept the right view of himself. James did not feel that his family background or his privileged assignments made him special or placed him above his brothers and sisters. He referred to his fellow worshippers as “my beloved brothers.” (Jas. 1:16, 19; 2:5) He did not give the impression that he was perfect. Rather, he included himself in the statement: “We all make mistakes many times.”​—Read James 3:2 and footnote.

14. Why must we be willing to admit our mistakes?

14 The lesson: Remember that we are all sinners. We must not think that we are somehow superior to those whom we teach. Why not? If we give our student the impression that we are flawless, he may conclude that he could never measure up to God’s requirements. But when we honestly admit that it has not always been easy for us to follow Scriptural principles and we explain how Jehovah has helped us to overcome our challenges, we will help our student to see that he too can serve Jehovah.





^ (Jas. 5:13-15) Is there anyone suffering hardship among you? Let him carry on prayer. Is there anyone in good spirits? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.


^  (Jas. 1:22) However, become doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves with false reasoning.



^  (Jas. 2:1-3) My brothers, you are not holding to the faith of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ while showing favoritism, are you? 2 For if a man with gold rings on his fingers and in splendid clothing comes into your meeting, but a poor man in filthy clothing also enters, 3 do you look with favor on the one wearing the splendid clothing and say, “You take this seat here in a fine place,” and do you say to the poor one, “You keep standing” or, “Take that seat there under my footstool”?



^  (Jas. 3:8-10) But no human can tame the tongue. It is unruly and injurious, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we praise Jehovah,* the Father, and yet with it we curse men who have come into existence “in the likeness of God.” 10 Out of the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for things to happen this way.

See App. A5.


^  (Jas. 5:13-15) Is there anyone suffering hardship among you? Let him carry on prayer. Is there anyone in good spirits? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.


^  (Jas. 4:1-4) What is the source of the wars and fights among you? Do they not originate from your fleshly desires that carry on a conflict within you?* 2 You desire, and yet you do not have. You go on murdering and coveting, and yet you are not able to obtain. You go on fighting and waging war. You do not have because of your not asking. 3 When you do ask, you do not receive because you are asking for a wrong purpose, so that you may spend it on your fleshly desires. 4 Adulteresses,* do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is making himself an enemy of God.

Lit., “in your members.”
Or “You unfaithful ones.”


^  (Jas. 4:10) Humble yourselves in the eyes of Jehovah,* and he will exalt you.

See App. A5.


^ (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^  (Jas. 1:16) Do not be misled, my beloved brothers.



^  (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^  (Jas. 2:5) Listen, my beloved brothers. Did not God choose those who are poor from the world’s standpoint to be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom, which he promised to those who love him?



^  (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”








^ ***th p. 21 Informative to Your Audience***


STUDY 18

Informative to Your Audience



1 Corinthians 9:19-23

SUMMARY: Stimulate the thinking of your listeners, leaving them with the feeling that they learned something worthwhile.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consider what your listeners already know. Rather than simply repeating what they have heard before, help them to look at the topic from a fresh perspective.

Cover familiar points more quickly, but slow down when presenting new ideas.








	  Research and meditate. When possible, include less-familiar facts or current events to illustrate key ideas. Think deeply about your material and the connection between the material and the facts you intend to cite.

As you examine the material, stimulate your own thinking by asking yourself such questions as ‘what, why, when, where, who, and how.’ Enliven your teaching by raising and answering some of those questions throughout your presentation.








	  Show the usefulness of your message. Explain how Scriptural points can help your listeners in their daily lives. Discuss specific situations, attitudes, and actions that are relevant to your listeners.










^ (1 Cor. 9:19-23) For though I am free from all people, I have made myself the slave to all, so that I may gain as many people as possible. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew in order to gain Jews; to those under law I became as under law, though I myself am not under law, in order to gain those under law. 21 To those without law I became as without law, although I am not without law toward God but under law toward Christ, in order to gain those without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.









^ ***sjj song 21 Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom***


SONG 21

Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom


(Matthew 6:33)


	1. Something precious to Jehovah,

Bringing him such keen delight,

Is his Kingdom by Christ Jesus,

Which will set all matters right.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.





	2. Why be anxious for tomorrow,

‘Will we hunger, will we thirst?’

For our God will make provision

If we seek his Kingdom first.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.





	3. So declare the Kingdom good news;

Help deserving ones to see

That their hope is in Jehovah

And in his Theocracy.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.









(See also Ps. 27:14; Matt. 6:34; 10:11, 13; 1 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Ps. 27:14) Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah.



^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Matt. 10:11) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave.



^ (Matt. 10:13) If the house is deserving, let the peace you wish it come upon it; but if it is not deserving, let the peace from you return upon you.



^ (1 Pet. 1:21) Through him you are believers in God, the one who raised him up from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope might be in God.









^ ***lff lesson 59 point 6***



6. Jehovah will help you endure


Jehovah’s Witnesses of varying ages and backgrounds have loyally continued to serve Jehovah even when they were persecuted. To see what helped them, play the VIDEO. Then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: Jehovah God Will Strengthen Me (3:40)








	  In the video, what helped these Witnesses to endure?





Read Romans 8:35, 37-39 and Philippians 4:13. After reading each scripture, discuss this question:

	  How does this scripture assure you that you can endure any trial?





Read Matthew 5:10-12, and then discuss this question:

	  Why can you be happy in spite of persecution?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I couldn’t endure persecution.”

	  What scriptures might give them the confidence they need?










SUMMARY

Jehovah treasures our efforts to serve him despite persecution. With his help, we can successfully endure!

Review

	  Why should Christians expect persecution?



	  What can you do now to be ready when persecution comes?



	  What can help you to feel confident that you can serve Jehovah despite any trial?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Ask a fellow Christian: “Has anyone ever tried to stop you from serving Jehovah? How did you handle it?”



Other: 















^ (Rom. 8:35) Who will separate us from the love of the Christ? Will tribulation or distress or persecution or hunger or nakedness or danger or sword?



^ (Rom. 8:37-39) On the contrary, in all these things we are coming off completely victorious through the one who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers 39 nor height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



^ (Phil. 4:13) For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power.



^ (Matt. 5:10-12) “Happy are those who have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. 11 “Happy are you when people reproach* you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you for my sake. 12 Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you.

Or “insult.”








^ ***sjj song 129 We Will Keep Enduring***


SONG 129

We Will Keep Enduring


(Matthew 24:13)


	1. How can we endure

When trials come, as Jesus said?

Through his pain he saw

The joy of better things ahead.

God’s promise, God’s justice,

Were thoughts on which he fed.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	2. Though the passing years

May bring us sorrow, bring us pain;

There beyond the tears,

We see the life that we can gain.

To be there, feel free there,

Determined we remain.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	3. We will not give up

Nor see the need for doubt or fear.

Faithfully we’ll serve

Until Jehovah’s day is here.

Let’s keep on enduring.

That time is very near.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.









(See also Acts 20:19, 20; Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-14.)





^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (Acts 20:19, 20) slaving for the Lord with all humility and with tears and trials that befell me by the plots of the Jews, 20 while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Jas. 1:12) Happy is the man who keeps on enduring trial, because on becoming approved he will receive the crown of life, which Jehovah* promised to those who continue loving Him.

See App. A5.


^ (1 Pet. 4:12-14) Beloved ones, do not be surprised about the fiery trials that you are experiencing, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 On the contrary, go on rejoicing over the extent to which you are sharers in the sufferings of the Christ, so that you may rejoice and be overjoyed also during the revelation of his glory. 14 If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”














^ ***w18 February pp. 6-7 Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah, Daniel, and Job***


JOB​—FAITHFUL AND OBEDIENT WHETHER RICH OR POOR

16, 17. What contrasting challenges did Job experience?

16 Challenges that Job faced. The life of Job is a study in contrasts. Before his trial, he was “the greatest of all the people of the East.” (Job 1:3) He was wealthy, well-known, and highly respected. (Job 29:7-16) Yet, despite all of this, Job did not develop a lofty view of himself or feel that he did not need God. In fact, Jehovah called him “my servant,” adding: “He is an upright man of integrity, fearing God and shunning what is bad.”​—Job 1:8.

17 In a very short space of time, Job’s life changed dramatically. He was driven to the depths of poverty and despair. The cause, we know, was the slanderer Satan, who lyingly accused Job of worshipping God out of self-interest. (Read Job 1:9, 10.) Jehovah did not sweep aside that wicked accusation. Instead, he gave Job the opportunity to prove his integrity, to show that his worship stemmed from a pure, unselfish heart.





^  (Job 1:3) His livestock amounted to 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000 cattle,* and 500 donkeys,* along with a very large number of servants, so that he became the greatest of all the people of the East.

Lit., “500 pairs of cattle.”
Lit., “female donkeys.”


^  (Job 29:7-16) When I used to go out to the city gate And take my seat in the public square,  8 The young men would see me and step aside,* And even the old men would rise and remain standing.  9 Princes refrained from speaking; They would put their hand over their mouth. 10 The voices of the prominent men were silenced; Their tongue was stuck to the roof of their mouth. 11 Whoever heard me would speak well of me, And those who saw me would testify for me. 12 For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban. 15 I became eyes to the blind And feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the poor; I would investigate the legal case of those I did not know.

Lit., “hide themselves.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”


^  (Job 1:8) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^  (Job 1:9, 10) At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land.









^ ***w19 February p. 5 Keep Your Integrity!***


10. How are you involved in the issue that Satan raised regarding Job?

10 Satan makes the same charges about each of us. How are you involved? In effect, he says that you do not really love Jehovah God, that you will stop serving him to save yourself, and that any integrity you have is false! (Job 2:4, 5; Rev. 12:10) How does that make you feel? It is hurtful, is it not? However, think about this: Jehovah trusts you enough to offer you a marvelous opportunity. Jehovah is allowing Satan to test your integrity. Jehovah is confident that you can keep your integrity and help to prove Satan a liar. And He promises to help you do that. (Heb. 13:6) What a privilege to be trusted by the Sovereign of the universe! Do you see why integrity is so important? It enables us to refute Satan’s lies and to uphold our Father’s good name and support his way of ruling. How can we build up this vital quality?





^  (Job 2:4, 5) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Or “soul.”


^  (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!



^  (Heb. 13:6) So that we may be of good courage and say: “Jehovah* is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

See App. A5.

















^ ***sjj song 121 We Need Self-Control***


SONG 121

We Need Self-Control


(Romans 7:14-25)


	1. We love Jehovah with heart, mind, and soul;

But since we are sinful, we need self-control.

Fleshly desires bring trouble and strife;

Living by spirit brings peace and life.



	2. Satan’s temptations confront us each day,

And sin’s law within us can lead us astray.

Power of truth is greater than sin.

Thanks to Jehovah, our minds can win.



	3. Each word and action reflects on God’s name,

So we must endeavor to keep free from blame.

In all we do, we make this our goal:

Always maintaining our self-control.







(See also 1 Cor. 9:25; Gal. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:6.)





^ (Rom. 7:14-25) For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand what I am doing. For I do not practice what I wish,* but I do what I hate. 16 However, if I do what I do not wish, I agree that the Law is fine. 17 But now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is the sin that resides in me. 18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good; for I have the desire to do what is fine but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good that I wish, but the bad that I do not wish is what I practice. 20 If, then, I do what I do not wish, I am no longer the one carrying it out, but it is the sin dwelling in me. 21 I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death? 25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.

Or “want to do.”


^ (1 Cor. 9:25) Now everyone competing in a contest exercises self-control in all things. Of course, they do it to receive a crown that can perish, but we, one that does not perish.



^ (Gal. 5:23) mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.



^ (2 Pet. 1:6) to your knowledge self-control, to your self-control endurance, to your endurance godly devotion,









^ ***w03 5/15 pp. 22-23 Remain Steadfast, and Win the Race for Life***

Being part of the worldwide organization of true worshipers can have a powerful stabilizing effect on us. What a blessing it is to be associated with such a loving, global brotherhood! (1 Peter 2:17) And we can have a stabilizing effect on our fellow believers.

Consider the helpful actions of the upright man Job. Even the false comforter Eliphaz was forced to admit: “Anyone stumbling, your words would raise up; and knees giving way you would make firm.” (Job 4:4) How are we doing in this respect? We individually have the responsibility to help our spiritual brothers and sisters to endure in God’s service. In our dealings with them, we can act in the spirit of the words: “Strengthen the weak hands, you people, and make the knees that are wobbling firm.” (Isaiah 35:3) So why not make it your aim to strengthen and encourage one or two fellow Christians every time you meet with them? (Hebrews 10:24, 25) Heartening words of commendation and gratitude for their continued efforts to please Jehovah can really help them to remain steadfast with a view to winning the race for life.



^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (Job 4:4) Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.



^ (Isa. 35:3) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.



^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”








^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***th p. 7 Scriptures Properly Introduced***


STUDY 4

Scriptures Properly Introduced



Matthew 22:41-45

SUMMARY: Prepare the minds of your listeners before you read a scripture.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Determine why you are reading the scripture. Introduce each scripture in a way that draws your listeners’ attention to the key point you are making with the verse.

Take the context into account. Attribute quotations to the correct speaker and Bible books to the correct writer.








	  Cite the Bible as an authority. When you are speaking to people who believe in God, draw attention to the Bible as God’s Word, thus crediting it as the highest source of wisdom.



	  Arouse interest in the scripture. Ask a question that the scripture will answer, pose a problem that the scripture will help solve, or state a principle that the Scriptural account will illustrate.

Take into account what your listeners already know about the subject and the scripture. Introduce even a familiar text in an appealing way, and help your listeners to take a fresh look at it.















^ (Matt. 22:41-45) Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them: 42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him: “David’s.” 43 He asked them: “How is it, then, that David under inspiration calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies beneath your feet”’? 45 If, then, David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”









^ ***th p. 18 Expressed With Conviction***


STUDY 15

Expressed With Conviction



1 Thessalonians 1:5

SUMMARY: Show that you firmly believe in the truth and the importance of what you are saying.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare thoroughly. Study the material until you understand how the Scriptural arguments can lead to one logical conclusion. Try to express the main points of your presentation in a few simple words. Concentrate on its value to your listeners. Pray for holy spirit.

Practice your presentation aloud to become fully acquainted with your material and to improve your delivery.








	  Use words that convey conviction. Rather than repeating the exact wording of published material, use your own words. Choose language that shows you are certain of what you are saying.



	  Express yourself earnestly and sincerely. Speak with sufficient volume. Where it is not offensive to do so, maintain eye contact with your listeners.

Do not confuse expressing conviction with being tactless, opinionated, or pushy. Even when speaking earnestly, appeal to your listeners in a loving manner.















^ (1 Thess. 1:5) because the good news we preach did not come to you with speech alone but also with power and with holy spirit and with strong conviction, just as you know what sort of men we became among you for your sakes.









^ ***lff lesson 16 point 5***




	  Do you think people today need to hear this good news?









5. Jesus taught valuable truths

In addition to preaching the good news about God’s Kingdom, Jesus taught practical lessons. Consider a few examples from his famous Sermon on the Mount. Read Matthew 6:14, 34 and 7:12, and then discuss these questions:

	  What practical advice did Jesus give in these verses?



	  Do you think that this advice is still helpful?















^ (Matt. 6:14) “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you;



^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.









^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***sjj song 78 “Teaching the Word of God”***


SONG 78

“Teaching the Word of God”


(Acts 18:11)


	1. For those who teach the Word of God,

There is a joyful share.

The benefits that we receive

Are far beyond compare.

We imitate the Son of God

And how he taught with love.

And as we teach, the ones we’re helping

Draw close to God above.



	2. As teachers of Jehovah’s Word,

We strive to do what’s right,

So all may see sincerity

As we reflect God’s light.

With diligence we search God’s Word,

For it has news to tell.

So we can share our heart’s good treasure

And teach ourselves as well.



	3. Jehovah gives us all we need

To teach his precious Word.

So if we pray to ask for help,

We know that we’ll be heard.

We love what’s in the Word of God;

What’s more, we know it’s true.

And as we love the ones we’re teaching,

They’ll soon be teachers too!







(See also Ps. 119:97; 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 2:7; 1 John 5:14.)





^ (Acts 18:11) So he stayed there for a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.



^ (Ps. 119:97) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long.

Or “study.”


^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^ (Titus 2:7) showing yourself to be an example of fine works in every way. Teach what is pure* with all seriousness,

Or possibly, “Teach with purity.”


^ (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”








^ ***lff lesson 60***


LESSON 60

Continue Making Progress




Throughout this Bible course, you have learned a lot about Jehovah. The things you have learned have made you love him so much that you probably dedicated yourself to him and got baptized. If not, perhaps you are thinking of doing this in the near future. But your progress does not end at baptism. You can keep drawing closer to Jehovah forever. How?

1. Why should you continue to strengthen your friendship with Jehovah?

We must work hard to continue strengthening our friendship with Jehovah. Why? “So that we never drift away” from him. (Hebrews 2:1) What can help us to keep serving Jehovah faithfully? We can stay busy in the preaching work and look for other ways to serve our God more fully. (Read Philippians 3:16.) Serving Jehovah is the best way of life!​—Psalm 84:10.

2. What else should you continue to do?

Although this Bible course is now ending, your life as a Christian will continue. The Bible says we need to “put on the new personality.” (Ephesians 4:23, 24) As you continue studying God’s Word and attending congregation meetings, you will learn new things about Jehovah and his qualities. Look for ways to imitate his personality more closely in your life. Continue making any changes necessary to make Jehovah happy.

3. How will Jehovah help you make progress?

The Bible says: “God . . . will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.” (1 Peter 5:10) All of us face temptations. But Jehovah gives us what we need in order to resist them. (Psalm 139:23, 24) He promises to give you both the desire and the power to serve him faithfully.​—Read Philippians 2:13.




DIG DEEPER


Consider how you can continue to make progress and how Jehovah will bless you.



4. Keep communicating with your best Friend

Prayer and Bible study have helped you to become Jehovah’s friend. How can those activities help you draw even closer to him?

Read Psalm 62:8, and then discuss this question:

	  To strengthen your friendship with Jehovah, how can you improve the quality of your prayers?





Read Psalm 1:2 and footnote, and then discuss this question:

	  To strengthen your friendship with Jehovah, how can you improve your Bible reading?





How can you make your personal study more meaningful? To see some ideas, play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: Improve Your Personal Study (5:22)





	  Which of the suggestions in the video could you apply?



	  What topics would you like to study?







5. Set spiritual goals

Having goals in Jehovah’s service will help you to continue making progress. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: The Best Life Ever (3:31)





	  In this video, how did Cameron benefit from setting spiritual goals?





Not everyone can move to preach in another land. However, we can all set reasonable goals. Read Proverbs 21:5, and then consider what goals you would like to set . . .

	  in the congregation.



	  in the field ministry.





How can the principle in the verse help you to reach your goals?





Goals to consider

	  Improve the quality of your prayers.



	  Read the entire Bible.



	  Get to know everyone in your congregation.



	  Start and conduct a Bible study.



	  Serve as an auxiliary pioneer or a regular pioneer.



	  If you are a brother, reach out to become a ministerial servant.













6. Enjoy life forever!

Read Psalm 22:26, and then discuss this question:

	  What can you do to enjoy life now and forever?












SUMMARY

Continue to strengthen your friendship with Jehovah and to set spiritual goals. Then you can enjoy life forever!

Review

	  Why can you be confident that Jehovah will help you to serve him faithfully?



	  How can you strengthen your friendship with Jehovah?



	  How can spiritual goals help you to progress?






Bible course completed on: 




Long-Term Goal

Read the books Draw Close to Jehovah and “Come Be My Follower.” These publications will help you to continue making progress and drawing closer to your heavenly Father and his Son.







EXPLORE



What does Jehovah value more, one dramatic act of devotion or a lifetime of faithfulness to him?

Be Faithful Like Abraham (9:20)







Even a faithful servant of Jehovah may lose joy. See how to regain it.

Regain Joy Through Study and Meditation (5:25)







How can you set spiritual goals and reach them?

“Use Spiritual Goals to Glorify Your Creator” (The Watchtower, July 15, 2004)







Why is Christian maturity essential, and how can you gain it?

“Press On to Maturity​—‘The Great Day of Jehovah Is Near’” (The Watchtower, May 15, 2009)













^ (Heb. 2:1) That is why it is necessary for us to pay more than the usual attention to the things we have heard, so that we never drift away.



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Ps. 84:10) For a day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else! I choose to stand at the threshold of the house of my God Rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.



^ (Eph. 4:23, 24) And you should continue to be made new in your dominant mental attitude, 24 and should put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.



^ (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^ (Ps. 139:23, 24) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts. 24 See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.

Or “disquieting.”


^ (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Prov. 21:5) The plans of the diligent surely lead to success,* But all who are hasty surely head for poverty.

Or “advantage.”


^ (Ps. 22:26) The meek will eat and be satisfied; Those seeking Jehovah will praise him. May you enjoy life* forever.

Lit., “May your heart live.”








^ ***sjj song 38 He Will Make You Strong***


SONG 38

He Will Make You Strong


(1 Peter 5:10)


	1. There was a reason why God brought the truth to you

And called you from the darkness to the light.

Within your heart, he saw the longing that you had

To search for him and practice what is right.

You promised him in prayer to do his will;

He helped you then, and he will help you still.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.





	2. God gave his own beloved Son in your behalf;

On this account, He wants you to succeed.

If He did not withhold the gift of His dear Son,

Then never doubt He’ll give the strength you need.

He won’t forget the faith and love you’ve shown;

He will not fail to care for all His own.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.









(See also Rom. 8:32; 14:8, 9; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 2:9.)





^ (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^ (Rom. 8:32) Since he did not even spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also, along with him, kindly give us all other things?



^ (Rom. 14:8, 9) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah. 9 For to this end Christ died and came to life again, so that he might be Lord over both the dead and the living.



^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.














^ ***it-1 p. 713 Eliphaz***

2. One of Job’s three companions. (Job 2:11) A Temanite, he was likely a descendant of No. 1 above, therefore a descendant of Abraham and distantly related to Job. He and his posterity boasted of their wisdom. (Jer 49:7) Of the three “comforters,” Eliphaz stands out as the most important and influential, suggesting that he may also have been the oldest. He speaks first in the three rounds of the debate, and his speeches are longer.



^ (Job 2:11) Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him.

Or “acquaintances.”


^ (Jer. 49:7) For Eʹdom, this is what Jehovah of armies says: “Is there no longer any wisdom in Teʹman? Has good advice perished from those with understanding? Has their wisdom rotted?









^ ***w05 9/15 p. 26 Resist Wrong Thinking!***

Recalling a supernatural experience he once had, Eliphaz said: “A spirit itself went passing over my face; the hair of my flesh began to bristle. It began to stand still, but I did not recognize its appearance; a form was in front of my eyes; there was a calm, and I now heard a voice.” (Job 4:15, 16) What kind of spirit had influenced the thinking of Eliphaz? The critical tone of the words that followed shows that the spirit certainly was not one of God’s righteous angels. (Job 4:17, 18) It was a wicked spirit creature. Otherwise, why would Jehovah have reproved Eliphaz and his two associates for having spoken lies? (Job 42:7) Yes, Eliphaz had come under demon influence. His comments reflected ungodly thinking.



^ (Job 4:15, 16) A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice:



^ (Job 4:17, 18) ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.









^ ***w10 2/15 p. 19 Resist Satanic Propaganda***

Satan used Eliphaz, one of Job’s three visiting companions, to argue that men are hopelessly weak. Referring to humans as “those dwelling in houses of clay,” he told Job: “[Their] foundation is in the dust! One crushes them more quickly than a moth. From morning to evening they are crushed to pieces; without anyone’s taking it to heart they perish forever.”​—Job 4:19, 20.

Elsewhere in the Scriptures, we are likened to “earthen vessels”​—fragile pots made of clay. (2 Cor. 4:7) We are weak because of inherited sin and imperfection. (Rom. 5:12) Left to ourselves, we are vulnerable to Satan’s attacks. But as Christians, we are not without help. Despite our weaknesses, we are precious in God’s eyes. (Isa. 43:4) Moreover, Jehovah gives holy spirit to those asking him. (Luke 11:13) His spirit can give us “power beyond what is normal,” enabling us to cope with any adversity Satan inflicts on us. (2 Cor. 4:7; Phil. 4:13) If we take our stand against the Devil, “solid in the faith,” God will make us firm and strong. (1 Pet. 5:8-10) Hence, we need not fear Satan the Devil.



^ (Job 4:19, 20) How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth! 20 They are completely crushed from morning to evening; They perish forever, and no one takes notice.



^ (2 Cor. 4:7) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.



^ (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ (Isa. 43:4) For you became precious in my eyes, You were honored, and I have loved you. So I will give people in place of you And nations in exchange for your life.*

Or “soul.”


^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (2 Cor. 4:7) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.



^ (Phil. 4:13) For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power.



^ (1 Pet. 5:8-10) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.* 9 But take your stand against him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by the entire association of your brothers* in the world. 10 But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.

Or “looking for someone to devour.”
Lit., “by your brotherhood.”








^ ***mrt article 32 Protect Yourself From Misinformation***


	  Evaluate the source and content

What the Bible says: “Make sure of all things.”—1 Thessalonians 5:21.

Before believing or forwarding a story, even one that is popular or repeated in the news, verify that it is true. How?

Evaluate the reliability of the source. News media companies and other organizations may slant a story because of their commercial or political bias. Compare what you see in one news outlet with other sources. At times, friends may inadvertently pass on misinformation through email messages or social media posts. Therefore, do not trust a news item unless you can check the original source.

Make sure that the content is current and accurate. Look for dates, verifiable facts, and strong evidence to support what is being said. Be especially cautious if complex information seems to be oversimplified or if the report is designed to evoke an emotional reaction.









^  (1 Thess. 5:21) Make sure of all things; hold fast to what is fine.















^ ***sjj song 33 Throw Your Burden on Jehovah***


SONG 33

Throw Your Burden on Jehovah


(Psalm 55)


	1. “Listen to my prayer,” Jehovah.

Let yourself be found by me.

Feel the anguish deep inside me;

Help me unafraid to be.

(CHORUS)

Throw your burden on Jehovah;

Trust in him to sustain and save you.

He will always give protection.

He is loyal; he is true.





	2. Had I wings just as a dove has,

Far from danger I would fly,

Safe from those who seek to hurt me,

Sheltered from their hateful cry.

(CHORUS)

Throw your burden on Jehovah;

Trust in him to sustain and save you.

He will always give protection.

He is loyal; he is true.





	3. Comfort from our God, Jehovah,

Always brings us peace of mind.

He will help us bear our burden.

He is loving; he is kind.

(CHORUS)

Throw your burden on Jehovah;

Trust in him to sustain and save you.

He will always give protection.

He is loyal; he is true.









(See also Ps. 22:5; 31:1-24.)





^ (Ps. 55:0-23) To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. Masʹkil.* Of David. 55 Listen to my prayer, O God, And do not ignore my request for mercy.*  2 Do pay attention to me and answer me. My concern makes me restless, And I am distraught  3 Because of what the enemy is saying And the pressure from the wicked one. For they heap trouble upon me, And in anger they harbor animosity against me.  4 My heart is in anguish within me, And the terrors of death overwhelm me.  5 Fear and trembling come upon me, And shuddering grips me.  6 I keep saying: “If only I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and reside in safety.  7 Look! I would flee far away. I would lodge in the wilderness. (Selah)  8 I would hurry to a place of shelter Away from the raging wind, away from the storm.”  9 Confuse them, O Jehovah, and frustrate their plans,* For I have seen violence and conflict in the city. 10 Day and night they walk around on its walls; Within it are malice and trouble. 11 Ruin is in its midst; Oppression and deception never depart from its public square. 12 For it is not an enemy who taunts me; Otherwise I could put up with it. It is not a foe who has risen up against me; Otherwise I could conceal myself from him. 13 But it is you, a man like me,* My own companion whom I know well. 14 We used to enjoy a warm friendship together; Into the house of God we used to walk along with the multitude. 15 May destruction overtake them! Let them go down alive into the Grave;* For evil resides among them and within them. 16 As for me, I will call out to God, And Jehovah will save me. 17 Evening and morning and noontime, I am troubled and I groan,* And he hears my voice. 18 He will rescue* me and give me* peace from those fighting against me, For multitudes come against me. 19 God will hear and respond to them, The one who sits enthroned from of old. (Selah) They will refuse to change, Those who have not feared God. 20 He* attacked those at peace with him; He violated his covenant. 21 His words are smoother than butter, But conflict is in his heart. His words are softer than oil, But they are drawn swords. 22 Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.* 23 But you, O God, will bring them down to the deepest pit. Those bloodguilty and deceitful men will not live out half their days. But as for me, I will trust in you.

See Glossary.
Or “And do not hide yourself when I pray for help.”
Lit., “divide their tongue.”
Or “a man, my equal.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “I am boisterous.”
Lit., “redeem.”
Or “my soul.”
That is, the former friend mentioned in vss. 13 and 14.
Or “stagger; totter.”


^ (Ps. 22:5) To you they cried out, and they were saved; They trusted in you, and they were not disappointed.*

Or “were not put to shame.”


^ (Ps. 31:1-24) In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame. Rescue me because of your righteousness.  2 Incline your ear* to me. Come quickly to my rescue. Become for me a mountain stronghold, A fortified place to save me.  3 For you are my crag and my stronghold; For the sake of your name, you will lead me and guide me.  4 You will free me from the net that they have secretly laid for me, For you are my fortress.  5 Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*  6 I hate those who are devoted to worthless, vain idols, But as for me, I trust in Jehovah.  7 I will rejoice greatly in your loyal love, For you have seen my affliction; You are aware of my deep distress.*  8 You have not handed me over to the enemy, But you make me stand in a place of safety.*  9 Show me favor, O Jehovah, for I am in distress. Anguish has made my eyes weak, my whole body* as well. 10 My life is consumed with grief And my years with groaning. My strength is waning because of my error; My bones grow weak. 11 I am scorned by all my adversaries, Especially my neighbors. And I am dreaded by my acquaintances; When they see me in public, they flee from me. 12 I am put out of their heart* and forgotten, as if I were dead; I am like a broken jar. 13 I have heard many evil rumors; Terror surrounds me. When they gather together as one against me, They scheme to take away my life.* 14 But I trust in you, O Jehovah. I declare: “You are my God.” 15 My days* are in your hand. Rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from those persecuting me. 16 Make your face shine upon your servant. Save me by your loyal love. 17 O Jehovah, may I not be put to shame when I call on you. May the wicked be put to shame; May they be silenced in the Grave.* 18 May lying lips become speechless, Lips that speak arrogantly against the righteous, with haughtiness and contempt. 19 How abundant your goodness is! You have stored it up for those who fear you, And you have shown it before all men, in behalf of those taking refuge in you. 20 You will conceal them in the secret place of your presence From the schemes of men; You will hide them in your shelter From malicious attacks.* 21 May Jehovah be praised, For in a wonderful way, he has shown his loyal love to me in a besieged city. 22 As for me, I panicked and said: “I will perish from before you.” But you heard my pleas for help when I cried out to you. 23 Love Jehovah, all you who are loyal to him! Jehovah protects the faithful, But he repays exceedingly anyone showing haughtiness. 24 Be courageous, and may your heart be strong, All you who are waiting for Jehovah.

Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “the faithful God.”
Or “the distresses of my soul.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Or “my soul and my belly.”
Or “mind.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “times.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “From the quarreling of tongues.”








^ ***w20 April pp. 16-17 Listen, Learn, and Show Compassion***


10. How can we get to know our brothers and sisters better?

10 We can imitate Jehovah by trying to understand one another. Get to know your brothers and sisters better. Talk with them before and after meetings, work with them in the ministry, and if possible, invite them for a meal. When you do, you may learn that a sister who seems unfriendly is actually shy, a brother whom you thought to be materialistic is hospitable, or a family that often comes late to the meetings is enduring opposition. (Job 6:29) Of course, we should not become “meddlers in other people’s affairs.” (1 Tim. 5:13) However, it is good to know something about our brothers and sisters and the circumstances that have shaped their personality.





^  (Job 6:29) Reconsider, please—do not misjudge me— Yes, reconsider, for my righteousness is yet intact.



^  (1 Tim. 5:13) At the same time they also learn to be unoccupied, going around from one house to another; yes, not only unoccupied but also gossipers and meddlers in other people’s affairs, talking about things they should not.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 10 Accurate and Convincing***


STUDY 7

Accurate and Convincing



Luke 1:3

SUMMARY: Use trustworthy evidence to help your listeners arrive at the correct conclusion.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consult reliable sources. Base your comments on God’s Word, reading directly from it when possible. If you refer to a scientific fact, a news report, an experience, or other supporting evidence, check in advance that your source is trustworthy and up-to-date.



	  Use sources properly. Apply scriptures in harmony with their context, the Bible’s overall message, and the publications of “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45) Use secular sources in accord with the original context and the intent of the writer.

Do not overstate or exaggerate facts and figures. Be careful that “some people” does not become “the majority of people,” “in some cases” does not become “always,” and “possibly” does not become “probably.”








	  Reason on the evidence. After reading a scripture or citing a source, ask tactful questions or illustrate the point to help your listeners draw their own conclusion.








IN THE MINISTRY


As you prepare to preach, anticipate questions that you might be asked, and research possible responses. If your listener poses a question and you do not know the answer, offer to research the topic and return later.







^ (Luke 1:3) I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,



^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***w22 January pp. 12-13 Learn From Jesus’ Younger Brother***


15. How would you describe the illustrations James used? (James 3:2-6, 10-12)

15 James used illustrations that reached the heart. No doubt he was helped by holy spirit, but he likely also learned a great deal about how to teach by studying the illustrations that his older brother, Jesus, had used. The illustrations James used in his letter are simple, and the application is clear.​—Read James 3:2-6, 10-12.

16. Why should we use effective illustrations?

16 The lesson: Use effective illustrations. When you use appropriate illustrations, you turn ears into eyes. You paint pictures in the minds of people. These pictures help your audience to remember key Bible truths. Jesus was a master at using effective illustrations, and his brother James followed his example. Let us examine one of James’ illustrations and consider why it is so effective.

17. Why is the illustration recorded at James 1:22-25 so effective?

17 Read James 1:22-25. James’ illustration of the mirror is effective for a number of reasons. He had a specific point in mind, namely, that to benefit from God’s Word, we must do more than read it; we must act on what we read. James chose an illustration that his audience could quickly relate to​—a man looking in a mirror. His point? It would be foolish if a man were to look in a mirror, see a flaw he can correct, and do nothing about it. Similarly, it would be foolish if we were to read God’s Word, see something that we need to change about our personality, and do nothing about it.

18. What three things must we do when using an illustration?

18 When using an illustration, you can imitate James’ example by doing three things: (1) Make sure that the illustration is appropriate to the point you are discussing. (2) Use an illustration that your audience can easily relate to. (3) Make the application of the illustration clear. If you find it difficult to think of appropriate illustrations, consult the Watch Tower Publications Index. Under the heading “Illustrations,” you will find dozens of examples that you can use. Remember, though, that illustrations are like a microphone​—they will amplify the point you are making. So be sure to illustrate only the key points that you want to teach. Of course, our ultimate reason for wanting to improve our teaching skills is, not to draw attention to ourselves, but to help as many as possible to be part of Jehovah’s happy family.





^ (Jas. 3:2-6) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body. 3 If we put bridles in the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide also their whole body. 4 Look also at ships: Although they are so big and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the man at the helm is inclined to go. 5 So, too, the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it makes great brags. See how small a fire it takes to set a great forest ablaze! 6 The tongue is also a fire. The tongue represents a world of unrighteousness among our body members, for it defiles all the body and sets the whole course of life* on fire, and it is set on fire by Ge·henʹna.*

Or “make mistakes.”
Lit., “the wheel of the birth (origin).”
See Glossary.


^ (Jas. 3:10-12) Out of the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for things to happen this way. 11 A spring does not cause the fresh* water and the bitter water to bubble out of the same opening, does it? 12 My brothers, a fig tree cannot produce olives, or a grapevine figs, can it? Neither can salt water produce fresh water.

Lit., “sweet.”


^  (Jas. 3:2-6) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body. 3 If we put bridles in the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide also their whole body. 4 Look also at ships: Although they are so big and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the man at the helm is inclined to go. 5 So, too, the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it makes great brags. See how small a fire it takes to set a great forest ablaze! 6 The tongue is also a fire. The tongue represents a world of unrighteousness among our body members, for it defiles all the body and sets the whole course of life* on fire, and it is set on fire by Ge·henʹna.*

Or “make mistakes.”
Lit., “the wheel of the birth (origin).”
See Glossary.


^  (Jas. 3:10-12) Out of the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for things to happen this way. 11 A spring does not cause the fresh* water and the bitter water to bubble out of the same opening, does it? 12 My brothers, a fig tree cannot produce olives, or a grapevine figs, can it? Neither can salt water produce fresh water.

Lit., “sweet.”


^ (Jas. 1:22-25) However, become doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves with false reasoning. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, this one is like a man looking at his own face* in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself, and he goes away and immediately forgets what sort of person he is. 25 But the one who peers into the perfect law that belongs to freedom and continues in it has become, not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work; and he will be happy in what he does.

Or “his natural face.”


^  (Jas. 1:22-25) However, become doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves with false reasoning. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, this one is like a man looking at his own face* in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself, and he goes away and immediately forgets what sort of person he is. 25 But the one who peers into the perfect law that belongs to freedom and continues in it has become, not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work; and he will be happy in what he does.

Or “his natural face.”








^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 144 Keep Your Eyes on the Prize!***


SONG 144

Keep Your Eyes on the Prize!


(2 Corinthians 4:18)


	1. When the eyes of blind ones see again

And the ears of deaf ones hear again,

When the songs of children fill the air

And joy and peace are ev’rywhere,

When our loved ones will return to life,

To an earth that’s free from sin and strife,

(CHORUS)

You will see how God these things supplies,

If you keep your eyes on the prize.





	2. When the wolves and lambs will feed as one,

When the bears and calves bask in the sun,

Then a mere young boy will lead them all,

And they will heed his childish call.

When our tears belong to yesterday,

When our fears and pain have passed away,

(CHORUS)

You will see how God these things supplies,

If you keep your eyes on the prize.









(See also Isa. 11:6-9; 35:5-7; John 11:24.)





^ (2 Cor. 4:18) while we keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but on the things unseen. For the things seen are temporary, but the things unseen are everlasting.



^ (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^ (Isa. 35:5-7) At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.  7 The heat-parched ground will become a reedy pool, And the thirsty ground springs of water. In the lairs where jackals rested, There will be green grass and reeds and papyrus.



^ (John 11:24) Martha said to him: “I know he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.”









^ ***lff Section 4 Review***


Section 4 Review




Discuss the following questions with your teacher:



	               Read Proverbs 13:20.

	  Why is it important to choose your friends wisely?


(See Lesson 48.)









	                What advice from the Bible can help you if you are . . .

	  a husband or a wife?



	  a parent or a child?


(See Lessons 49 and 50.)









	                What kind of speech pleases Jehovah? What kind of speech displeases him?


(See Lesson 51.)





	                What Bible principles will help you make good choices about your personal appearance?


(See Lesson 52.)





	                How can you choose entertainment that pleases Jehovah?


(See Lesson 53.)





	                Read Matthew 24:45-47.

	  Who is “the faithful and discreet slave”?


(See Lesson 54.)









	                How can you support the congregation with your time, energy, and material resources?


(See Lesson 55.)





	                Read Psalm 133:1.

	  What are some ways that you can con­tribute to the unity of the congregation?


(See Lesson 56.)









	                How can we receive Jehovah’s help if we commit a serious sin?


(See Lesson 57.)





	                 Read 1 Chronicles 28:9 and footnote.

	  How can you show you are “completely devoted” to Jehovah when others oppose true worship or leave the truth?



	  To stay loyal to Jehovah and keep separate from false religion, do you need to make any changes?


(See Lesson 58.)









	                 How can you prepare for persecution?


(See Lesson 59.)





	                 What do you plan to do to keep making spiritual progress?


(See Lesson 60.)








Your questions: 






^ (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^ (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.



^ (Ps. 133:1) Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!



^ (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.








^ ***sjj song 143 Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting***


SONG 143

Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting


(Romans 8:20-25)


	1. The God of times and of seasons,

Whose name alone is Jehovah—

The time for his vindication

Is near by signs we can see.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	2. The time has long been appointed;

His Son is ready to conquer,

Defeating all who oppose him.

His sword will bring victory.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	3. Though all creation is groaning,

In faith we’re eagerly waiting.

Jehovah’s day is approaching,

The time for setting us free.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.









(See also Matt. 25:13; Luke 12:36.)





^ (Rom. 8:20-25) For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but through the one who subjected it, on the basis of hope 21 that* the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now. 23 Not only that, but we ourselves also who have the firstfruits, namely, the spirit, yes, we ourselves groan within ourselves while we are earnestly waiting for adoption as sons, the release from our bodies by ransom. 24 For we were saved in this hope; but hope that is seen is not hope, for when a man sees a thing, does he hope for it? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we keep eagerly waiting for it with endurance.

Or “because.”


^ (Matt. 25:13) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.



^ (Luke 12:36) and you should be like men waiting for their master to return* from the marriage,* so when he comes and knocks, they may at once open to him.

Or “depart; break away.”
Or “wedding feast.”














^ ***w06 3/15 p. 14 par. 10 Highlights From the Book of Job***

Scriptural Questions Answered:

7:1; 14:14​—What is meant by “compulsory labor” or “compulsory service”? Job’s distress was so severe that he thought of life as hard, arduous compulsory labor. (Job 10:17, footnote) Since the time one spends in Sheol​—from the time of one’s death to the resurrection—​is an enforced period, Job likened that time to compulsory service.



^  (Job 7:1) “Is not the life of mortal man on earth like compulsory labor, And are not his days like those of a hired worker?



^  (Job 14:14) If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes.



^  (Job 10:17) You bring new witnesses against me And increase your anger against me, As hardship after hardship comes upon me.









^ ***w20 December p. 16 “Jehovah . . . Saves Those Who Are Discouraged”***


1-2. What will we consider in this article?

AT TIMES, we might think about the fact that life is short and our days are “filled with trouble.” (Job 14:1) So it is understandable that we occasionally feel discouraged. A number of Jehovah’s servants in ancient times felt that way. Some even wanted to die. (1 Ki. 19:2-4; Job 3:1-3, 11; 7:15, 16) But time and again, Jehovah​—the God in whom they trusted—​reassured and strengthened them. Their accounts were recorded to comfort and instruct us.​—Rom. 15:4.





^  (Job 14:1) “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*

Or “glutted with agitation.”


^  (1 Ki. 19:2-4) At that Jezʹe·bel sent a messenger to E·liʹjah, saying: “So may the gods do to me and add to it if by this time tomorrow I do not make you like each one* of them!” 3 At that he became afraid, so he got up and ran for his life.* He came to Beʹer-sheʹba, which belongs to Judah, and he left his attendant there. 4 He went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree, and he asked that he* might die. He said: “It is enough! Now, O Jehovah, take my life* away, for I am no better than my forefathers.”

Or “make your soul like the soul of each one.”
Or “soul.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Job 3:1-3) It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’

Lit., “curse his day.”


^  (Job 3:11) Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb?



^  (Job 7:15, 16) So that I* would choose suffocation, Yes, death rather than this body of mine.* 16 I loathe my life; I do not want to go on living. Leave me alone, for my days are like a breath.

Or “my soul.”
Lit., “than my bones.”


^  (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.









^ ***g 1/12 pp. 16-18 When You Feel Like Giving Up on Life***

Even though your situation may seem desperate, remember that you are not alone and that sadly nearly everyone is coping with some type of problem today. The Bible states: “All creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together.” (Romans 8:22) While in the short term it may seem that your problem will never be resolved, things often do improve with the passing of time. In the meantime, what can help?

Share your feelings with a mature, trusted friend. The Bible says: “A true companion is loving all the time, and is a brother that is born for when there is distress.” (Proverbs 17:17) The righteous man Job, described in the Bible, opened up to others during his period of turmoil. When he felt what he referred to as “a loathing toward my life,” he stated: “I will give vent to my concern about myself. I will speak in the bitterness of my soul!” (Job 10:1) Confiding in others can diminish the intensity of your emotions, and it may give you a fresh perspective on the problems you face.*

Pour out your heart to God in prayer. Some have the idea that prayer is just a psychological crutch, but the Bible says otherwise. Psalm 65:2 calls Jehovah God the “Hearer of prayer,” and 1 Peter 5:7 says: “He cares for you.” The Bible repeatedly stresses the importance of relying on God. For example:

“Trust in Jehovah with all your heart and do not lean upon your own understanding. In all your ways take notice of him, and he himself will make your paths straight.”​—PROVERBS 3:5, 6.

“The desire of those fearing [Jehovah] he will perform, and their cry for help he will hear, and he will save them.”​—PSALM 145:19.

“This is the confidence that we have toward him, that, no matter what it is that we ask according to his will, he hears us.”​—1 JOHN 5:14.

“Jehovah is far away from the wicked ones, but the prayer of the righteous ones he hears.”​—PROVERBS 15:29.

If you tell God the difficulties you face, he will provide help. For good reason, the Bible encourages you to “trust in him at all times . . . Before him pour out your heart.”​—Psalm 62:8.



^ (Rom. 8:22) For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now.



^ (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^ (Job 10:1) “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*

Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^ (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Ps. 145:19) He satisfies the desire of those who fear him; He hears their cry for help, and he rescues them.



^ (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^ (Prov. 15:29) Jehovah is far away from the wicked, But he hears the prayer of the righteous.



^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)







^  Some have received help by calling a suicide-prevention center or a mental-health center.













^ ***wp23 No. 1 p. 2 Table of Contents***
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14  How to Help Those With Mental Health Challenges

16  God Promises Perfect Mental Health














^ ***sjj song 107 The Divine Pattern of Love***


SONG 107

The Divine Pattern of Love


(1 John 4:19)


	1. The pattern of love, we learn from Jehovah

Shows the way, guides our way.

In all he has done, his dealings have shown us

How to display his loving way.

He gave us his Son, his dearest possession

To cover our sin, forgiving transgression.

What proof of his love​—its greatest expression!

His way is love, Yes, God’s way is love.



	2. When we walk his way, our love for each other

Will be true, warm and true,

Will move us to care for all of our brothers,

Old ones and new, not just a few.

True love for our God and love for our brother,

We can’t have the one and not have the other.

The faults of our friends, we readily cover,

Proving our love, Our brotherly love.



	3. The pattern of love, the bond that unites us

Lets us be family.

Our Father above now warmly invites us:

“Come taste and see real unity.”

Come share in the love and joy that define us;

God’s spirit and Word, he gives to refine us.

Our brothers and friends are here to remind us,

God’s way is love. Jehovah is love.







(See also Rom. 12:10; Eph. 4:3; 2 Pet. 1:7.)





^ (1 John 4:19) We love, because he first loved us.



^ (Rom. 12:10) In brotherly love have tender affection for one another. In showing honor to one another, take the lead.



^ (Eph. 4:3) earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^ (2 Pet. 1:7) to your godly devotion brotherly affection, to your brotherly affection love.









^ ***w10 10/15 pp. 6-7 “Who Has Come to Know the Mind of Jehovah?”***

Lessons for Us

19. How can we imitate Job?

19 What have we learned about “the mind of Jehovah”? We need to allow God’s Word to mold our understanding of Jehovah’s mind. We should never impose our limitations on Jehovah and judge him by our standards and thinking. Job stated: “[God] is not a man like me that I should answer him, that we should come together in judgment.” (Job 9:32) Like Job, when we start to understand the mind of Jehovah, we cannot help but exclaim: “Look! These are the fringes of his ways, and what a whisper of a matter has been heard of him! But of his mighty thunder who can show an understanding?”​—Job 26:14.

20. What should we do if we come across a passage of Scripture that is difficult for us to understand?

20 As we read the Scriptures, what should we do if we come across a passage that is difficult to understand, especially with regard to Jehovah’s thinking? If after researching the matter we still do not have a clear answer, we can view this as a test of our trust in Jehovah. Remember, at times certain statements allow us an opportunity to express our faith in Jehovah’s qualities. Let us humbly acknowledge that we do not understand everything that he does. (Eccl. 11:5) We will thus be prompted to agree with these words of the apostle Paul: “O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and past tracing out his ways are! For ‘who has come to know Jehovah’s mind, or who has become his counselor?’ Or, ‘Who has first given to him, so that it must be repaid to him?’ Because from him and by him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen.”​—Rom. 11:33-36.



^  (Job 9:32) For he is not a man like me that I may answer him, That we should go to court together.



^  (Job 26:14) Look! These are just the fringes of his ways; Only a faint whisper has been heard of him! So who can understand his mighty thunder?”



^  (Eccl. 11:5) Just as you do not know how the spirit operates in the bones of the child inside* a pregnant woman, so you do not know the work of the true God, who does all things.

Lit., “bones in the womb of.”


^  (Rom. 11:33-36) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are! 34 For “who has come to know Jehovah’s mind, or who has become his adviser?” 35 Or, “who has first given to him, so that it must be repaid to him?” 36 Because from him and by him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever. Amen.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***th p. 20 Understandable to Others***


STUDY 17

Understandable to Others



1 Corinthians 14:9

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to grasp the meaning of your message.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Study your material thoroughly. Understand the topic clearly so that you can explain it simply and in your own words.



	  Use short sentences and simple phrases. Although longer sentences are acceptable, convey key points using concise phrases and sentences.

Eliminate unnecessary details that may confuse and overwhelm your listeners. Favor plain language over complicated speech.








	  Explain unfamiliar terms. Minimize the use of expressions that are unfamiliar to your listeners. If you must refer to an unfamiliar term, Bible character, or ancient measurement or custom, provide an explanation.










^ (1 Cor. 14:9) In the same way, unless you with the tongue use speech that is easily understood, how will anyone know what is being said? You will, in fact, be speaking into the air.









^ ***lffi How to get the most out of these Bible lessons***




How to get the most out of these Bible lessons



Study with a teacher: Request a Bible study from the person who gave you this brochure, or submit a request on our website, jw.org.



FIRST PART

Read each paragraph, including the bold questions (A) and scriptures (B) that emphasize the main points. Note that some scriptures are marked to “read.”







MIDDLE PART

The initial statement (C) under Dig Deeper explains what follows. Subheadings (D) outline the discussion. Read the scriptures, answer the questions, and watch the videos (E).







Consider the artwork and captions (F), and think of how to answer what Some People Say (G).







LAST PART

Summary and Review (H) wrap up the lesson. Enter the date when the lesson is completed. Goal (I) gives you something to work on. Explore (J) contains optional information for you to read or watch.







How to find Bible verses

Scriptures are indicated by the Bible book (A), the chapter (B), and the verse or verses (C). For example, John 17:3 refers to the book of John, chapter 17, verse 3.









^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***lff lesson 16 point 6***



6. Jesus performed miracles

Jehovah empowered Jesus to perform many miracles. To see one example, read Mark 5:25-34 or play the VIDEO. Then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: A Sick Woman Is Cured (5:10)





	  In the video, of what was the sick woman convinced?



	  What impresses you about this miracle?





Read John 5:36, and then discuss this question:

	  What did Jesus’ miracles “bear witness” to, or prove, about him?






Did you know?

Most of what we know about Jesus comes from the four Bible books called the Gospels​—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Each Gospel writer included different details about Jesus. These details all fit together to provide a fascinating picture of his life.

	MATTHEW

wrote his Gospel first. It emphasizes Jesus’ teachings, especially what Jesus taught about the Kingdom of God.



	MARK

composed the shortest Gospel. It is fast-moving and action-packed.



	LUKE

gives special attention to prayer and to how Jesus treated women.



	JOHN

reveals much about Jesus’ personality by relating many conversations that Jesus had with his close friends and others.








SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Jesus was just a good man, and nothing more.”

	  What do you think?













^ (Mark 5:25-34) Now there was a woman who had had a flow of blood for 12 years. 26 She had suffered much at the hands of many physicians and had spent all her resources, and she was no better but, rather, had become worse. 27 When she heard the reports about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his outer garment, 28 for she kept saying: “If I touch just his outer garments, I will get well.”* 29 And immediately her flow of blood dried up, and she sensed in her body that she had been healed of the grievous sickness. 30 Immediately Jesus realized in himself that power had gone out of him, and he turned around in the crowd and asked: “Who touched my outer garments?” 31 But his disciples said to him: “You see the crowd pressing in on you, and you ask, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 However, he was looking around to see who had done this. 33 The woman, frightened and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her: “Daughter, your faith has made you well.* Go in peace, and be healed from your grievous sickness.”

Or “will be saved.”
Or “has saved you.”


^ (John 5:36) But I have the witness greater than that of John, for the very works that my Father assigned me to accomplish, these works that I am doing, bear witness that the Father sent me.









^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***sjj song 109 Love Intensely From the Heart***


SONG 109

Love Intensely From the Heart


(1 Peter 1:22)


	1. When our love is pure and intense,

We make Jehovah’s heart rejoice.

Love is his greatest quality,

Something that we hold dear.

Warm affection glows in our hearts,

Making a loyal friendship grow.

Love always acts unselfishly,

Proving our love sincere.

When we see a friend in need,

We’ll be there to lend a helping hand.

Truly we can be a friend,

Someone who can understand.

Jesus showed what love really means,

Helping us see Jehovah’s love,

Touching our hearts and moving us.

Tender feelings are a start.

Love intensely from the heart.







(See also 1 Pet. 2:17; 3:8; 4:8; 1 John 3:11.)





^ (1 Pet. 1:22) Now that you have purified yourselves* by your obedience to the truth with unhypocritical brotherly affection as the result, love one another intensely from the heart.

Or “your souls.”


^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”


^ (1 Pet. 4:8) Above all things, have intense love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.



^ (1 John 3:11) For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;









^ ***bt p. 2 A Letter From the Governing Body***


A Letter From the Governing Body



Dear Kingdom Proclaimer:

Imagine that you are one of the apostles standing on the Mount of Olives. Jesus appears before you. Just as he is about to ascend to heaven, he says: “You will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) How would you react?

Perhaps you would feel overwhelmed by the enormity of the task. You may wonder, ‘How can we​—a small band of disciples—​possibly bear witness to “the most distant part of the earth”?’ You may recall the warning Jesus gave on the night before his death: “A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours. But they will do all these things against you on account of my name, because they do not know the One who sent me.” (John 15:20, 21) Reflecting on those words, you might ask yourself, ‘How can I bear thorough witness in the face of such opposition and persecution?’

Today, we face similar questions. Our commission as Jehovah’s Witnesses likewise requires that we bear thorough witness to “the most distant part of the earth,” to “people of all the nations.” (Matt. 28:19, 20) How can this work be accomplished, especially in view of the foretold opposition?

Acts of Apostles gives us a thrilling account of how the apostles and their fellow Christians in the first century C.E. were able, with Jehovah’s help, to fulfill their assignment. The publication that you are now reading is designed to help you examine that record and feel the excitement of the fast-moving events recorded therein. You will be amazed at the number of parallels that exist between God’s servants of the first century and his people today. You will see that these parallels involve not only the work we do but also the way we are organized to do that work. Reflecting on these similarities will no doubt fortify your belief that Jehovah God is continuing to direct the earthly part of his organization.

It is our hope and prayer that examining the book of Acts will strengthen your confidence that Jehovah will help you and that the power of his holy spirit will sustain you. May you thereby be encouraged to continue “bearing thorough witness” about God’s Kingdom and helping others get on the path to salvation.​—Acts 28:23; 1 Tim. 4:16.



Your brothers,

Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses





^ (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.”



^ (John 15:20, 21) Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours. 21 But they will do all these things against you on account of my name, because they do not know the One who sent me.



^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Acts 28:23) They now arranged for a day to meet with him, and they came in even greater numbers to him in his lodging place. And from morning to evening, he explained the matter to them by bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God, to persuade them about Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets.



^ (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.









^ ***bt pp. 6-7 “Go . . . and Make Disciples”***


1-6. Relate an experience of Witnesses preaching under a wide variety of circumstances.

REBECCA, a young Witness of Jehovah in Ghana, regarded her school as her own preaching territory. She always had Bible-based literature in her schoolbag. During break time, she looked for opportunities to give a witness to fellow students. Rebecca started Bible studies with several of her classmates.

2 On the island of Madagascar, just off the east coast of Africa, two pioneers regularly walked some 15 miles (25 km) in the tropical heat to get to a remote village. There they conducted a number of Bible studies with interested ones.

3 To reach people living along the Paraguay and Paraná rivers, Witnesses in Paraguay together with volunteers from 15 other countries worked to build a riverboat. The 45-ton boat can accommodate up to 12 people. From this floating home, zealous Kingdom preachers spread the good news into areas that were otherwise inaccessible.

4 In the Far North, Witnesses in Alaska took advantage of a unique opportunity to preach during the summer tourist season. When warmer weather brought cruise ships loaded with visitors of many different nationalities, local Witnesses stationed themselves on the dock with an attractive display of Bible literature in a wide variety of languages. In that same region, an airplane proved invaluable in reaching isolated villages, thus allowing the good news to be spread to Aleut, Athabascan, Tsimshian, and Tlingit communities.

5 Larry, in Texas, U.S.A., had a special territory​—the nursing home in which he resided. Although confined to a wheelchair as a result of an accident, Larry kept busy. He shared with others the Kingdom message, including his Bible-based hope that under Kingdom rule he will one day walk again.​—Isa. 35:5, 6.

6 To attend an assembly in upper Myanmar, a group of Witnesses made a three-day journey by ferryboat from Mandalay. Eager to preach the good news, they took along Bible literature, which they offered to fellow passengers. Each time the ferry stopped at a town or a village, the energetic preachers got off and quickly went through the settlement, offering literature. In the meantime, new passengers boarded the ferry, becoming “fresh territory” for the returning Kingdom publishers.

 7. In what ways do worshippers of Jehovah bear witness about God’s Kingdom, and what is their goal?

7 Like the brothers and sisters mentioned in these few examples, zealous worshippers of Jehovah around the world are “bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God.” (Acts 28:23) They call from house to house, approach people on the street, write them letters, and speak to them over the phone. Whether riding on a bus, walking in a park, or taking a break at their place of secular work, they eagerly look for every opportunity to give a witness about God’s Kingdom. The specific methods may vary, but the goal is the same​—preach the good news wherever people can be found.​—Matt. 10:11.





^  (Isa. 35:5, 6) At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.



^  (Acts 28:23) They now arranged for a day to meet with him, and they came in even greater numbers to him in his lodging place. And from morning to evening, he explained the matter to them by bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God, to persuade them about Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets.



^  (Matt. 10:11) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave.









^ ***sjj song 64 Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest***


SONG 64

Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest


(Matthew 13:1-23)


	1. We live in the time of the harvest,

A priv’lege beyond all compare.

The wheat fields stand ready before us,

And eagerly we have a share.

With Jesus, our finest example,

Directing our work in the field,

How happy and honored we feel each day.

We joyfully share in the yield.



	2. True love for our God and our neighbor

Now moves us to speed up our pace.

Both preaching and teaching are urgent,

For shortly the end we will face.

The joy we receive is a blessing,

A gift that Jehovah provides.

By faith we endure till this work is done

And joyfully share at his side.







(See also Matt. 24:13; 1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Tim. 4:2.)





^ (Matt. 13:1-23) On that day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And such large crowds gathered to him that he went aboard a boat and sat down, and all the crowd was standing on the beach. 3 Then he told them many things by illustrations, saying: “Look! A sower went out to sow. 4 As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 8 Still others fell on the fine soil, and they began to yield fruit, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30. 9 Let the one who has ears listen.” 10 So the disciples came and said to him: “Why do you speak to them by the use of illustrations?” 11 In reply he said: “To you it is granted* to understand the sacred secrets of the Kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not granted. 12 For whoever has, more will be given him, and he will be made to abound; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13 That is why I speak to them by the use of illustrations; for looking, they look in vain, and hearing, they hear in vain, nor do they get the sense of it. 14 And the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled in their case. It says: ‘You will indeed hear but by no means get the sense of it, and you will indeed look but by no means see. 15 For the heart of this people has grown unreceptive,* and with their ears they have heard without response,* and they have shut their eyes, so that they might never see with their eyes and hear with their ears and get the sense of it with their hearts and turn back and I heal them.’ 16 “However, happy are your eyes because they see and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I say to you, many prophets and righteous men desired to see the things you are observing but did not see them, and to hear the things you are hearing but did not hear them. 18 “Now listen to the illustration of the man who sowed. 19 Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road. 20 As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled. 22 As for the one sown among the thorns, this is the one hearing the word, but the anxiety of this system of things and the deceptive power of riches* choke the word, and it* becomes unfruitful. 23 As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of it, who really does bear fruit and produces, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.”

Or “You have been allowed (permitted).”
Lit., “was made thick (fat).”
Or “heard unwillingly.”
Or “the seductiveness (deceptive pleasure) of being wealthy.”
Or possibly, “he,” that is, “the one hearing the word.”


^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.















^ ***w15 7/1 p. 12 Can We Really Please God?***


Job suffered a series of personal hardships that seemed unfair. He got the wrong idea, concluding that God did not care whether he kept his faith in Him or not. (Job 9:20-22) Job was so convinced of his own righteousness that to others it sounded as though he were proclaiming himself more righteous than God.​—Job 32:1, 2; 35:1, 2.





^ (Job 9:20-22) If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’

Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”


^ (Job 32:1, 2) So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”


^ (Job 35:1, 2) E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?









^ ***w21 November p. 6 What Does Jehovah’s Loyal Love Mean to You?***


14. How did David describe the way God’s loyal love protects us?

14 God’s loyal love provides spiritual protection. In prayer to Jehovah, David stated: “You are a hiding place for me; you will safeguard me from distress. You will surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. . . . The one trusting in Jehovah is surrounded by His loyal love.” (Ps. 32:7, 10) Just as the walls surrounding an ancient city protected its citizens, so Jehovah’s acts of loyal love surround us, providing spiritual protection from dangers that could test our integrity. Further, Jehovah’s loyal love moves him to draw us to him.​—Jer. 31:3.





^  (Ps. 32:7) You are a hiding place for me; You will safeguard me from distress. You will surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. (Selah)



^  (Ps. 32:10) Many are the pains of the wicked; But the one trusting in Jehovah is surrounded by His loyal love.



^  (Jer. 31:3) From far away Jehovah appeared to me and said: “I have loved you with an everlasting love. That is why I have drawn you to me with loyal love.*

Or “have continued to show loyal love to you.”














^ ***lc p. 3 Contents***
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^ ***lf p. 2 Contents***


The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking

Contents


Question

 1  How Did Life Begin?
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^ ***sjj song 87 Come! Be Refreshed***


SONG 87

Come! Be Refreshed


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. We live in a world that is wayward and lost;

The way of our God is not known.

We need sure direction to safeguard our steps;

We cannot succeed on our own.

Our meetings refresh us and brighten our hope;

They help us build faith in our God.

They move us with words that incite to fine deeds,

They give us the strength to go on.

We’ll never forsake what Jehovah commands;

His will is what we want to do.

Our meetings instruct us in ways that are right;

Our love for the truth they renew.



	2. Jehovah is keenly aware of our needs;

His counsel by us should be heard.

To buy out the time for occasions to meet

Shows wisdom and trust in his Word.

By wholesome instruction from God-fearing men,

We learn how our faith can be shown.

With loving support from our fam’ly of faith,

We know that we’re never alone.

So as we look forward to much better times,

We’ll meet with the ones whom we love.

And here at these meetings we’ll learn how to live

With wisdom that comes from above.







(See also Ps. 37:18; 140:1; Prov. 18:1; Eph. 5:16; Jas. 3:17.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Ps. 37:18) Jehovah is aware of what the blameless go through,* And their inheritance will last forever.

Lit., “the days of the blameless.”


^ (Ps. 140:1) Rescue me, O Jehovah, from evil men; Protect me from violent men,



^ (Prov. 18:1) Whoever isolates himself pursues his own selfish desires; He rejects* all practical wisdom.

Or “shows contempt for.”


^ (Eph. 5:16) making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^ (Jas. 3:17) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical.









^ ***w08 8/1 pp. 11-12 Communicating With Adolescents***


‘Do I discern the message behind the words?’ Job 12:11 says: “Does not the ear itself test out words as the palate tastes food?” Now more than ever, you need to “test out” what your son or daughter says. Adolescents often speak in absolutes. For example, your son or daughter might say, “You always treat me like a child!” or “You never listen to me!” Rather than picking on the technical inaccuracies of “always” and “never,” recognize that your child is probably not speaking in literal terms. For instance, “You always treat me like a child” could mean “I feel that you don’t trust me,” and “You never listen to me” might mean “I want to tell you how I really feel.” Try to discern the message behind the words.





^ (Job 12:11) Does not the ear test out words As the tongue* tastes food?

Lit., “palate.”








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***th p. 16 Practical Value Made Clear***


STUDY 13

Practical Value Made Clear



Proverbs 3:21

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to understand how your subject affects their lives, and show them what to do with what they learn.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on why your listeners need to hear the information you are sharing, and consider what aspect of the topic will be particularly helpful to them.



	  Throughout your presentation, show your listeners what to do. Right from the start, each listener should realize, ‘This involves me.’ As you develop each main point, show how to apply it. Avoid speaking in generalities.

Discuss the application of Bible principles lovingly and empathetically. Rather than burdening others with guilt, strengthen their love and faith, confident that their heart will motivate them to do the right thing.













IN THE MINISTRY


When preparing to preach, give thought to what is in the news and to topics that may interest people in your territory. Adapt your comments to address what is most practical then and there. Ask tactful questions that draw out a person’s concerns and interests. Then listen to the response, and adapt your teaching accordingly.







^ (Prov. 3:21) My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.








^ ***lff lesson 12***



SUMMARY

Although it is not always easy, studying the Bible can help you enjoy life forever. Continue to rely on Jehovah, and he will reward you.

Review

	  Why are Bible truths precious to you?



	  How can you “make sure of the more important things”?



	  Why should you ask Jehovah to help you to keep studying the Bible?






Section completed on: 




Goal

Continue having your Bible study at least once a week. If your schedule changes, find another time for the study.



Other: 


















^ ***th p. 22 Effort to Reach the Heart***


STUDY 19

Effort to Reach the Heart



Proverbs 3:1

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to appreciate what they learn and to act on it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Help your listeners to make a self-examination. Ask rhetorical questions to help people in your audience examine their own feelings.



	  Appeal to good motives. Urge your listeners to analyze why they perform good works. Help them to build the finest motives​—love for Jehovah, for fellow humans, and for Bible teachings. Reason with your listeners; do not lecture them. Rather than shaming them, leave them encouraged at the end of your presentation, motivated to do their best.



	  Direct attention to Jehovah. Highlight how Bible teachings, principles, and commands reflect God’s qualities and his love for us. Cultivate in your listeners a desire to consider Jehovah’s feelings and to please him.

Remember that Jehovah draws people. Use his Word to motivate your listeners.













IN THE MINISTRY


When possible, use questions to find out what your listener really believes. Observe his facial expression and tone of voice for signs of his true feelings. However, be patient. You will likely have to build trust before your listener will reveal his inmost feelings.







^ (Prov. 3:1) My son, do not forget my teaching,* And may your heart observe my commandments,

Or “law.”








^ ***sjj song 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***


SONG 135

Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Young man and young woman,

do give your heart to me.

My foe who now taunts me

will then be made to see.

Your youth and devotion

to me you freely give;

You show all the world

that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.





	2. Rejoice and take pleasure

in giving me your all,

And though you may stumble,

I’ll raise you if you fall.

No matter who fails you

or proves to be untrue,

Take comfort in knowing

I’ll always cherish you.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.









(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’









^ ***bt pp. 7-9 “Go . . . and Make Disciples”***


8, 9. (a) Why is the expansion of the Kingdom-preaching work nothing short of miraculous? (b) What intriguing question is raised, and what do we need to do to find the answer?

8 Are you, dear reader, among the throngs of Kingdom proclaimers who are now active in more than 235 lands? If so, you play a part in the thrilling expansion of the Kingdom-preaching work! What has been accomplished in the worldwide field is nothing short of miraculous. In spite of formidable obstacles and challenges​—even governmental bans and outright persecution—​Jehovah’s Witnesses are giving a thorough witness about God’s Kingdom to people of all nations.

9 An intriguing question to consider is, Why has no obstacle, not even satanic opposition, been able to stop the forward movement of the Kingdom-preaching work? To answer that question, we need to look back to the first century C.E. After all, we modern-day Witnesses of Jehovah are continuing the work that started back then.

A Far-Reaching Commission

10. To what did Jesus devote himself, and what did he know about this work?

10 The Founder of the Christian congregation, Jesus Christ, devoted himself to the preaching of the good news of God’s Kingdom; it was his lifework. He once explained: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.” (Luke 4:43) Jesus knew that he was initiating a work that he could not complete all by himself. Shortly before his death, he foretold that the Kingdom message would be preached “in all the nations.” (Mark 13:10) How, though, would this be done, and by whom?

11. What weighty commission did Jesus give his disciples, and what support would they have in carrying it out?

11 Following his death and resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples and gave them this weighty commission: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.” (Matt. 28:19, 20) The words “I am with you” indicated that the disciples would have his backing in the preaching and disciple-making work. They would need such support, for Jesus had foretold that they would be “hated by all the nations.” (Matt. 24:9) The disciples could count on something else for support. Just before ascending to heaven, Jesus told them that they would be empowered by holy spirit to be his witnesses “to the most distant part of the earth.”​—Acts 1:8.

12. What important questions arise, and why is it vital that we know the answers?

12 Now some important questions arise: Did Jesus’ apostles and the other first-century disciples take their commission seriously? Did this relatively small band of Christian men and women bear thorough witness about the Kingdom of God even in the face of vicious persecution? Did they really have heavenly backing and the support of Jehovah’s holy spirit in their disciple-making work? These and related questions are answered in the Bible book of Acts. It is vital that we know the answers. Why? Jesus promised that the work he commissioned would continue “until the conclusion of the system of things.” So this commission applies to all true Christians, including those of us living in this time of the end. We therefore have a keen interest in the historical record contained in the book of Acts.

Overview of the Book of Acts

13, 14. (a) Who wrote the book of Acts, and how did the writer obtain his information? (b) What does the book of Acts contain?

13 Who wrote the book of Acts? The book itself never names its writer, but the opening words make it clear that the writer of Acts was also the writer of the Gospel of Luke. (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:1, 2) Thus, from early times, Luke, a “beloved physician” and a careful historian, has been held to be the writer of Acts. (Col. 4:14) The book covers a period of about 28 years, from Jesus’ ascension in 33 C.E. to the apostle Paul’s imprisonment in Rome about 61 C.E. The fact that Luke changes from “they” to “we” in his narrative suggests that he was present at many of the events that he describes. (Acts 16:8-10; 20:5; 27:1) A meticulous researcher, Luke no doubt obtained information firsthand from Paul, Barnabas, Philip, and others mentioned in the record.

14 What does the book of Acts contain? Earlier, in his Gospel, Luke wrote about the things that Jesus said and did. In the book of Acts, however, Luke reports what Jesus’ followers said and did. Acts, then, is about people who accomplished an extraordinary work, although many of them were viewed by outsiders as “uneducated and ordinary.” (Acts 4:13) In brief, the inspired record tells us how the Christian congregation was founded and how it grew. Acts shows how the first-century Christians preached​—their methods and their attitude. (Acts 4:31; 5:42) It highlights the role of holy spirit in spreading the good news. (Acts 8:29, 39, 40; 13:1-3; 16:6; 18:24, 25) Acts picks up the Bible’s theme, which involves the sanctification of God’s name by means of his Kingdom under Christ, and shows the triumphant spread of the Kingdom message in the face of fierce opposition.​—Acts 8:12; 19:8; 28:30, 31.

15. In what ways will we benefit from examining the book of Acts?

15 Indeed, it is thrilling and faith-strengthening to examine the Bible book of Acts! If we reflect on the bold and zealous example of Christ’s early followers, our hearts will be touched. We will be moved to imitate the faith of our first-century counterparts. We will thus be better equipped to fulfill our commission to “go . . . and make disciples.” The publication that you are now reading is designed to help you make a careful study of the book of Acts.





^  (Luke 4:43) But he said to them: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.”



^  (Mark 13:10) Also, in all the nations, the good news has to be preached first.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 24:9) “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of my name.



^  (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.”



^  (Luke 1:1-4) Seeing that many have undertaken to compile an account of the facts that are given full credence among us, 2 just as these were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and attendants of the message, 3 I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus, 4 so that you may know fully the certainty of the things that you have been taught orally.



^  (Acts 1:1, 2) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach 2 until the day that he was taken up, after he had given instructions through holy spirit to the apostles he had chosen.



^  (Col. 4:14) Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and so does Deʹmas.



^  (Acts 16:8-10) So they passed by Mysʹi·a and came down to Troʹas. 9 And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.” 10 As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them.



^  (Acts 20:5) These men went on ahead and were waiting for us in Troʹas;



^  (Acts 27:1) Now as it was decided for us to sail away to Italy, they handed Paul and some other prisoners over to an army officer named Julius, of the unit of Au·gusʹtus.



^  (Acts 4:13) Now when they saw the outspokenness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus.



^  (Acts 4:31) And when they had made supplication, the place where they were gathered together was shaken, and they were one and all filled with the holy spirit and were speaking the word of God with boldness.



^  (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^  (Acts 8:29) So the spirit said to Philip: “Go over and approach this chariot.”



^  (Acts 8:39, 40) When they came up out of the water, Jehovah’s spirit quickly led Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him anymore, but he went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, found himself in Ashʹdod, and he went through the territory and kept on declaring the good news to all the cities until he got to Caes·a·reʹa.



^  (Acts 13:1-3) Now in Antioch there were prophets and teachers in the local congregation: Barʹna·bas, Symʹe·on who was called Niʹger, Lucius of Cy·reʹne, Manʹa·en who was educated with Herod the district ruler, and Saul. 2 As they were ministering to Jehovah and fasting, the holy spirit said: “Set aside for me Barʹna·bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying, they laid their hands on them and sent them off.



^  (Acts 16:6) Moreover, they traveled through Phrygʹi·a and the country of Ga·laʹti·a, because* they were forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia.

Or “and.”


^  (Acts 18:24, 25) Now a Jew named A·polʹlos, a native of Alexandria, arrived in Ephʹe·sus; he was an eloquent man who was well-versed in the Scriptures. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of Jehovah, and aglow with the spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things about Jesus, but he was acquainted only with the baptism of John.



^  (Acts 8:12) But when they believed Philip, who was declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God and of the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were getting baptized.



^  (Acts 19:8) Entering the synagogue, for three months he spoke with boldness, giving talks and reasoning persuasively about the Kingdom of God.



^  (Acts 28:30, 31) So he remained there for an entire two years in his own rented house, and he would kindly receive all those who came to him, 31 preaching the Kingdom of God to them and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with the greatest freeness of speech, without hindrance.









^ ***bt p. 12 “Go . . . and Make Disciples”***


IMPORTANT DATES IN THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY DURING THE FIRST CENTURY C.E.

	33

Jesus resurrected

Jesus commissions his followers to make disciples

Outpouring of holy spirit at Pentecost

Christian congregation founded



	c. 33-34

Stephen martyred

Ethiopian eunuch baptized



	c. 34

Saul of Tarsus converted



	c. 34-36

Saul preaches in Damascus



	c. 36

Paul first visits Jerusalem as follower of Christ

Paul visits Peter in Jerusalem (Gal. 1:18)



	36

Cornelius converted

First Gentiles become Christians



	c. 41

Matthew’s Gospel written

Paul’s vision of “the third heaven” (2 Cor. 12:2)



	c. 44

Agabus prophesies famine

James (son of Zebedee) martyred

Peter imprisoned, miraculously released



	44

Herod Agrippa I dies



	c. 46

Foretold famine strikes

Paul brings relief ministration to Jerusalem



	c. 47-48

Paul’s first missionary tour



	c. 49

Circumcision issue at Antioch

Conference in Jerusalem

Paul resists Peter (Gal. 2:11-14)



	c. 49-52

Paul’s second missionary tour

Barnabas and Mark preach in Cyprus



	c. 49-50

Claudius expels Jews from Rome



	c. 50

Luke joins Paul at Troas

Paul’s vision of Macedonian man

Paul visits Philippi

Philippian congregation founded

Thessalonian congregation founded

Paul visits Athens



	c. 50-52

Paul visits Corinth

1 Thessalonians written

Galatians written



	c. 51

2 Thessalonians written



	c. 52-56

Paul’s third missionary tour



	c. 52-55

Paul visits Ephesus



	c. 55

1 Corinthians written

Titus sent to Corinth

2 Corinthians written



	c. 56

Romans written

Paul resurrects Eutychus in Troas

Paul and Luke stay with Philip in Caesarea

Paul arrested in Jerusalem



	c. 56-58

Paul in custody in Caesarea

Luke’s Gospel written



	c. 58

Festus succeeds Felix



	58

Herod Agrippa II hears Paul



	c. 59-61

Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome



	c. 60-61

Colossians written

Ephesians written

Philemon written

Philippians written



	c. 60-65

Mark’s Gospel written



	c. 61

Acts written

Hebrews written



	c. 61-64

1 Timothy written

Titus left in Crete (Titus 1:5)

Titus written



	b. 62

James written



	c. 62-64

1 Peter written



	c. 64

2 Peter written



	c. 65

Paul’s second imprisonment in Rome

2 Timothy written

Titus leaves for Dalmatia (2 Tim. 4:10)

Paul executed









^ (Gal. 1:18) Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to visit Ceʹphas, and I stayed with him for 15 days.



^ (2 Cor. 12:2) I know a man in union with Christ who, 14 years ago—whether in the body or out of the body, I do not know; God knows—was caught away to the third heaven.



^ (Gal. 2:11-14) However, when Ceʹphas came to Antioch, I resisted him face-to-face, because he was clearly in the wrong.* 12 For before certain men from James arrived, he used to eat with people of the nations; but when they arrived, he stopped doing this and separated himself, fearing those of the circumcised class. 13 The rest of the Jews also joined him in putting on this pretense, so that even Barʹna·bas was led along with them in their pretense. 14 But when I saw that they were not walking in step with the truth of the good news, I said to Ceʹphas before them all: “If you, though you are a Jew, live as the nations do and not as Jews do, how can you compel people of the nations to live according to Jewish practice?”

Or “he stood condemned.”


^ (Titus 1:5) I left you in Crete so that you would correct the things that were defective and make appointments of elders in city after city, as I instructed you:



^ (2 Tim. 4:10) For Deʹmas has forsaken me because he loved the present system of things, and he has gone to Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, Cresʹcens to Ga·laʹti·a, Titus to Dal·maʹtia.









^ ***sjj song 3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence***


SONG 3

Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence


(Proverbs 14:26)


	1. O Jehovah, you have given us

a hope that we hold dear.

It’s a hope we find so thrilling

we want the world to hear.

But at times this life’s anxieties

are the cause of fears within,

And the hope that burned so brightly

has suddenly grown dim.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.





	2. So Jehovah, please instill in us

a heart that won’t forget,

For you’ve always been our comfort

when troubled times we’ve met.

And these thoughts that lift and strengthen us

can revive that dying flame,

For they fill our hearts with courage

to speak about your name.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.









(See also Ps. 72:13, 14; Prov. 3:5, 6, 26; Jer. 17:7.)





^ (Prov. 14:26) There is strong confidence in the fear of Jehovah, And it will be a refuge for his children.



^ (Ps. 72:13, 14) He will have pity on the lowly and the poor, And the lives* of the poor he will save. 14 From oppression and from violence he will rescue them,* And their blood will be precious in his eyes.

Or “souls.”
Or “redeem their souls.”


^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Prov. 3:26) For Jehovah will prove to be your source of confidence; He will keep your foot from being caught.



^ (Jer. 17:7) Blessed is the man* who puts his trust in Jehovah, Whose confidence is in Jehovah.

Or “strong man.”














^ ***w09 4/15 pp. 6-7 Job Held High the Name of Jehovah***

17. What helped Job to maintain his integrity?

17 What helped Job to maintain his integrity? Clearly, before the calamities struck, he had already cultivated a close relationship with Jehovah. Although we have no evidence that he knew that Satan had challenged Jehovah, Job was determined to stay loyal. He said: “Until I expire I shall not take away my integrity from myself!” (Job 27:5) How did Job develop this close relationship? No doubt, he cherished what he had heard about God’s dealings with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, who were his distant relatives. And by observing creation, Job could discern many of Jehovah’s qualities.​—Read Job 12:7-9, 13, 16.



^  (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”


^  (Job 12:7-9) However, ask, please, the animals, and they will instruct you; Also the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you.  8 Or give consideration* to the earth, and it will instruct you; And the fish of the sea will declare it to you.  9 Who among all these does not know That the hand of Jehovah has done this?

Or possibly, “speak.”


^  (Job 12:13) With him there are wisdom and mightiness; He has counsel and understanding.



^  (Job 12:16) With him there are strength and practical wisdom; To him belong the one going astray and the one leading astray;









^ ***w21 June pp. 10-11 With Jehovah, You Are Never Alone***


10. Why is it important to build friendships with faithful Christians?

10 Build friendships with faithful Christians. Seek out friends in the congregation whom you can learn from, even those whose age or background is different from yours. The Bible reminds us that wisdom is “found among the aged.” (Job 12:12) Older ones can learn much from faithful younger ones too. David was much younger than Jonathan, but that did not prevent them from enjoying a close friendship. (1 Sam. 18:1) David and Jonathan helped each other to serve Jehovah despite serious challenges. (1 Sam. 23:16-18) “Our brothers and sisters can really become our spiritual parents or siblings,” says Irina, a sister who is currently the only Witness in her family. “Jehovah can use them to fill our need.”

11. What must you do to build strong friendships?

11 Making new friends may not be easy, especially if you are shy. Ratna, a timid sister who learned the truth despite opposition, admits, “I had to accept the fact that I needed the help and support of my spiritual family.” It can be a challenge to share your feelings with someone else, but such open communication is the basis for a close friendship. Your friends want to encourage and support you, yet they need you to let them know how they can do so.

12. How can the ministry help you to make good friends?

12 One of the best ways to make friends is by sharing in the ministry with fellow Christians. Carol, quoted earlier, says: “I have gained many good friendships by spending time with sisters in the ministry and in other theocratic activities. Jehovah has supported me over the years by means of these friends.” Building friendships with faithful Christians is definitely worth the effort. Jehovah uses such friendships to help you battle distressing feelings, such as loneliness.​—Prov. 17:17.





^  (Job 12:12) Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life?



^  (1 Sam. 18:1) As soon as David had finished speaking to Saul, Jonʹa·than and David became bound together in close friendship,* and Jonʹa·than began to love him as himself.*

Or “Jonathan’s soul became bound with David’s soul.”
Or “as his own soul.”


^  (1 Sam. 23:16-18) Jonʹa·than the son of Saul now went out to David at Hoʹresh, and he helped him find strength* in Jehovah. 17 He said to him: “Do not be afraid, for my father Saul will not find you; you will be king over Israel, and I will become second to you; and my father Saul also knows that.” 18 Then the two of them made a covenant before Jehovah, and David stayed in Hoʹresh, and Jonʹa·than went to his home.

Lit., “he strengthened his hand.”


^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.









^ ***it-2 p. 1190 Wisdom***

Divine Wisdom. Wisdom in the absolute sense is found in Jehovah God, who is “wise alone” in this sense. (Ro 16:27; Re 7:12) Knowledge is acquaintance with fact, and since Jehovah is the Creator, who is “from time indefinite to time indefinite” (Ps 90:1, 2), he knows all there is to know about the universe, its composition and contents, its history till now. The physical laws, cycles, and standards upon which men rely in their research and invention, and without which they would be helpless and have nothing stable upon which to build, are all of His making. (Job 38:34-38; Ps 104:24; Pr 3:19; Jer 10:12, 13) Logically, his moral standards are even more vital for stability, sound judgment, and successful human living. (De 32:4-6; see JEHOVAH [A God of moral standards].) There is nothing beyond his understanding. (Isa 40:13, 14) Though he may allow things that are contrary to his righteous standards to develop and even temporarily prosper, the future ultimately rests with him and will conform precisely to his will, and the things spoken by him “will have certain success.”​—Isa 55:8-11; 46:9-11.



^ (Rom. 16:27) to God, who alone is wise, be the glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.



^ (Rev. 7:12) saying: “Amen! Let the praise and the glory and the wisdom and the thanksgiving and the honor and the power and the strength be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”



^ (Ps. 90:1, 2) O Jehovah, you have been our dwelling place* throughout all generations.  2 Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or possibly, “our refuge.”
Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^ (Job 38:34-38) Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’ 36 Who put wisdom within the clouds* Or gave understanding to the sky phenomenon?* 37 Who is wise enough to count the clouds, Or who can tip over the water jars of heaven 38 When the dust pours into a mass And the clods of earth stick together?

Or possibly, “within man.”
Or possibly, “to the mind.”


^ (Ps. 104:24) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.



^ (Prov. 3:19) Jehovah founded the earth in wisdom. He solidly established the heavens in discernment.



^ (Jer. 10:12, 13) He is the Maker of the earth by his power, The One who established the productive land by his wisdom And who stretched out the heavens by his understanding. 13 When he makes his voice heard, The waters in the heavens are in turmoil, And he causes clouds* to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for* the rain, And he brings the wind out of his storehouses.

Or “vapors.”
Or possibly, “makes sluices for.”


^ (Deut. 32:4-6) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.  5 They are the ones who have acted corruptly. They are not his children, the defect is their own. They are a crooked and twisted generation!  6 Is this the way that you should treat Jehovah, O foolish and unwise people? Is he not your Father who caused your existence, The One who made you and firmly established you?



^ (Isa. 40:13, 14) Who has taken the measurements of* the spirit of Jehovah, And who can instruct him as his adviser? 14 With whom did he consult to gain understanding, Or who teaches him in the path of justice, Or teaches him knowledge, Or shows him the way of true understanding?

Or possibly, “has comprehended.”


^ (Isa. 55:8-11) “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, And your ways are not my ways,” declares Jehovah.  9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For just as the rain and the snow pour down from heaven And do not return there until they saturate the earth, making it produce and sprout, Giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^ (Isa. 46:9-11) Remember the former* things of long ago, That I am God,* and there is no other. I am God, and there is no one like me. 10 From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’ 11 I am calling a bird of prey from the sunrise,* From a distant land the man to carry out my decision.* I have spoken, and I will bring it about. I have purposed it, and I will also carry it out.

Lit., “first.”
Or “the Divine One.”
Or “purpose; counsel.”
Or “east.”
Or “purpose; counsel.”

















^ ***wp20 No. 2 p. 4 Why Do We Need God’s Kingdom?***


Why Do We Need God’s Kingdom?


At the start of human history, our Creator, whose name is Jehovah, was the only Ruler. He governed in a loving way. He made a beautiful home​—a garden in Eden—​for humans to live in. He also provided an abundance of food for them. In addition, he gave humans meaningful work to do. (Genesis 1:28, 29; 2:8, 15) Mankind would have enjoyed peace if they had remained under God’s loving rulership.




The Bible reveals that a rebellious angel, later called Satan the Devil, challenged God’s right to rule. He implied that humans would be happier without God’s direction and rulership. Sadly, our first parents, Adam and Eve, followed Satan’s course and rebelled against God.​—Genesis 3:1-6; Revelation 12:9.

Because Adam and Eve rejected God as their Ruler, they lost their Paradise home and the hope of living forever in perfect health. (Genesis 3:17-19) Their decision also affected the children they eventually had. The Bible says that because Adam sinned, “sin entered into the world and death through sin.” (Romans 5:12) Sin led to another tragic result: “Man has dominated man to his harm.” (Ecclesiastes 8:9) In other words, when humans rule themselves, problems are bound to come.

HUMAN RULERSHIP APPEARS

The first human ruler mentioned in the Bible was Nimrod. And he rebelled against Jehovah’s rulership. Ever since Nimrod’s day, powerful men have abused their positions of authority. Some 3,000 years ago, King Solomon wrote: “I saw the tears of the oppressed, and there was no one to comfort them. And their oppressors had the power.”​—Ecclesiastes 4:1.

Things are no different today. In 2009, a United Nations publication said that bad rulership is increasingly being viewed as “one of the root causes of all evil within our societies.”

TIME FOR ACTION!

The world needs better rulers and a better form of government. And that is what our Creator has promised!

God has set up a Kingdom, or government, that will replace all human rule, and “it alone will stand forever.” (Daniel 2:44) This is the Kingdom for which millions have been praying. (Matthew 6:9, 10) But God will not rule this government himself. Instead, he has appointed someone who lived as a human to be the Ruler. Whom has God chosen?





^ (Gen. 1:28, 29) Further, God blessed them, and God said to them: “Be fruitful and become many, fill the earth and subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and every living creature that is moving on the earth.” 29 Then God said: “Here I have given to you every seed-bearing plant that is on the entire earth and every tree with seed-bearing fruit. Let them serve as food for you.



^ (Gen. 2:8) Further, Jehovah God planted a garden in Eʹden, toward the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed.



^ (Gen. 2:15) Jehovah God took the man and settled him in the garden of Eʹden to cultivate it and to take care of it.



^ (Gen. 3:1-6) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” 2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You must not eat from it, no, you must not touch it; otherwise you will die.’” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.” 6 Consequently, the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was something desirable to the eyes, yes, the tree was pleasing to look at. So she began taking of its fruit and eating it. Afterward, she also gave some to her husband when he was with her, and he began eating it.

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”


^ (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ (Gen. 3:17-19) And to Adam* he said: “Because you listened to your wife’s voice and ate from the tree concerning which I gave you this command, ‘You must not eat from it,’ cursed is the ground on your account. In pain you will eat its produce all the days of your life. 18 It will grow thorns and thistles for you, and you must eat the vegetation of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you will eat bread* until you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken. For dust you are and to dust you will return.”

Meaning “Earthling Man; Mankind; Humankind.”
Or “food.”


^ (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ (Eccl. 8:9) All of this I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done under the sun, during the time that man has dominated man to his harm.*

Or “injury; detriment.”


^ (Eccl. 4:1) Again I turned my attention to all the acts of oppression that go on under the sun. I saw the tears of the oppressed, and there was no one to comfort them. And their oppressors had the power, and there was no one to comfort them.



^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.









^ ***wp20 No. 2 p. 6 Who Is the King of God’s Kingdom?***


Who Is the King of God’s Kingdom?


God had several Bible writers record details identifying the One who would become the King of God’s Kingdom. This Ruler would be




	Chosen by God. “I myself have installed my king . . . I will give nations as your inheritance and the ends of the earth as your possession.”​—Psalm 2:6, 8.



	An heir of King David. “A child has been born to us, a son has been given to us . . . To the increase of his rulership and to peace, there will be no end, on the throne of David and on his kingdom in order to establish it firmly.”​—Isaiah 9:6, 7.



	Born in Bethlehem. “O Bethlehem . . . , from you will come out for me the one to be ruler . . . His greatness will reach the ends of the earth.”​—Micah 5:2, 4.



	Rejected by men and executed. “He was despised, and we held him as of no account. . . . He was pierced for our transgression; he was crushed for our errors.”​—Isaiah 53:3, 5.



	Raised from the dead and glorified. “You will not leave me in the Grave. You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit. . . . There is happiness at your right hand forever.”​—Psalm 16:10, 11.





Jesus Christ—Ideally Qualified

In all human history, only one person has fit the description of an ideal Ruler; that person is Jesus Christ. In fact, an angel had told Mary, Jesus’ mother: “God will give him the throne of David his father, . . . and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”​—Luke 1:31-33.

Jesus never became a ruler on earth. Rather, he is to rule mankind from heaven as King of God’s Kingdom. What makes him an ideal Ruler? Consider what Jesus did while on earth.





^ (Ps. 2:6) Saying: “I myself have installed my king On Zion, my holy mountain.”



^ (Ps. 2:8) Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.



^ (Isa. 9:6, 7) For a child has been born to us, A son has been given to us; And the rulership* will rest on his shoulder. His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  7 To the increase of his rulership* And to peace, there will be no end, On the throne of David and on his kingdom In order to establish it firmly and to sustain it Through justice and righteousness, From now on and forever. The zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this.

Or “government; princely rule.”
Or “government; princely rule.”


^ (Mic. 5:2) And you, O Bethʹle·hem Ephʹra·thah, The one too little to be among the thousands* of Judah, From you will come out for me the one to be ruler in Israel, Whose origin is from ancient times, from the days of long ago.

Or “clans.”


^ (Mic. 5:4) He will stand up and shepherd in the strength of Jehovah, In the superiority of the name of Jehovah his God. And they will dwell in security, For now his greatness will reach the ends of the earth.



^ (Isa. 53:3) He was despised and was avoided by men, A man who was meant for* pains and was familiar with sickness. It was as if his face were hidden from us.* He was despised, and we held him as of no account.

Or “who understood.”
Or possibly, “He was like someone from whom people turned their faces.”


^ (Isa. 53:5) But he was pierced for our transgression; He was crushed for our errors. He bore the punishment for our peace, And because of his wounds we were healed.



^ (Ps. 16:10, 11) For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.* 11 You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever.

Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”
Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”


^ (Luke 1:31-33) And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”

Or “will conceive in your womb.”








^ ***lffi lesson 2 point 4***




Examine some of the conditions that the Bible promises for the future. See how the hope the Bible gives is helping people today.



4. The Bible offers the hope of everlasting life in perfect conditions

Look at the following list of promises found in the Bible. Which ones especially appeal to you? Why?

Read the scriptures cited next to those promises, and consider these questions:

	  Do you feel that these scriptures give hope? Could they give hope to your family and friends?





Picture living in a world where

	NO ONE WILL . . .


	EVERYONE WILL . . .





		  feel pain, weaken with age, or have to die.​—Isaiah 25:8.






		  see dead loved ones resurrected, brought back to life on earth.​—John 5:28, 29.








		  get sick or live with a disability.​—Isaiah 33:24; 35:5, 6.






		  enjoy good health and youthful energy.​—Job 33:25.








		  experience injustice.​—Isaiah 32:16, 17.






		  have plenty to eat, a comfortable home, and satisfying work.​—Psalm 72:16; Isaiah 65:21, 22.








		  suffer as a result of war.​—Psalm 46:9.






		  experience complete peace.​—Psalm 37:11.








		  be plagued by troubling thoughts or memories.​—Isaiah 65:17.






		  live forever in ideal conditions.​—Psalm 37:29.
















^ (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^ (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.



^ (Isa. 33:24) And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Or “inhabitant.”


^ (Isa. 35:5, 6) At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.



^ (Job 33:25) Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “healthier.”


^ (Isa. 32:16, 17) Then justice will reside in the wilderness, And righteousness will dwell in the orchard. 17 The result of true righteousness will be peace, And the fruitage of true righteousness will be lasting tranquility and security.



^ (Ps. 72:16) There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; On the top of the mountains it will overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebʹa·non, And in the cities people will blossom like the vegetation of the earth.



^ (Isa. 65:21, 22) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full.



^ (Ps. 46:9) He is bringing an end to wars throughout the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; He burns the military wagons* with fire.

Or possibly, “the shields.”


^ (Ps. 37:11) But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.
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