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[image: A young sister presents an essay about creation to her class]
A young sister presenting an essay to her class






Sample Presentations




AWAKE!




[image: Awake! No. 1 2017 | Teen Depression—Why? What Can Help?]


Question: Reports of teen depression seem to be increasing at an alarming rate. What do you think can be done about the problem?

Offer: This magazine offers some suggestions on how teens can deal with depression and how their parents can help.







TEACH THE TRUTH




[image: An open Bible]


Question: What makes for a happy marriage?

Scripture: Eph 5:33

Truth: Marriages flourish when they are built on love and respect.







THE ORIGIN OF LIFE—FIVE QUESTIONS WORTH ASKING (lf)




[image: The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking]


Question: When it comes to important questions such as how life began, what would you say we should base our belief on?

Scripture: Heb 11:1, ftn.

Offer: As the footnote in that verse indicates, we’re wise to base our beliefs on “convincing evidence.” This brochure considers five key questions about the origin of life and what reliable evidence reveals.







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^ (Heb. 11:1) Faith is the assured expectation of what is hoped for, the evident demonstration* of realities that are not seen.

Or “convincing evidence.”







February 6-12

ISAIAH 47-51





	  Song 89 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Obedience to Jehovah Leads to Blessings”: (10 min.)

	Isa 48:17—True worship is based on obedience to divine instruction (ip-2 131 ¶18)



	Isa 48:18—Jehovah loves us and wants us to enjoy life (ip-2 131 ¶19)



	Isa 48:19—Obedience leads to eternal blessings (ip-2 132 ¶20-21)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 49:6—How is the Messiah “a light of nations,” even though his earthly ministry was limited to the Israelites? (w07 1/15 9 ¶8)



	Isa 50:1—Why did Jehovah ask the Israelites: “Where is the divorce certificate of your mother?” (it-1 643 ¶4-5)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 51:12-23










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion based on “Sample Presentations.” Play each presentation video, and then discuss the highlights. During February, publishers may offer either Was Life Created? or The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking, depending on the response of the householder. (See the box “The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking.”)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 135



	  Local Needs: (7 min.) As an option, discuss the lessons learned from the Yearbook. (yb16 144-145)



	  Become Jehovah’s Friend—Obey Jehovah: (8 min.) Discussion. Start by playing the video Become Jehovah’s Friend—Obey Jehovah. Then consider the following questions: What is the most important reason why we should obey Jehovah? (Pr 27:11) What are some ways that children must obey Jehovah? What are some ways that adults must obey Jehovah?



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 8 ¶1-7 and the box “Good News in More Than 670 Tongues”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 68 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Isa. 48:18) If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.



^ (Isa. 48:19) Your offspring* would be as many as the sand And your descendants as its grains. Their name would never be cut off or annihilated from before me.”

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Isa. 49:6) And he said: “It is not enough that you are my servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob And to bring back those who were preserved of Israel. I have also given you as a light of nations, So that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.”



^ (Isa. 50:1) This is what Jehovah says: “Where is the divorce certificate of your mother, whom I sent away? Or to which of my creditors did I sell you? Look! It was because of your own errors you were sold, And because of your own transgressions your mother was sent away.



^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 47-51

Obedience to Jehovah Leads to Blessings





48:17

	  Jehovah lovingly shows us ‘the way we should walk’ in order to enjoy life. We benefit ourselves by obeying him










“Peace . . . like a river”


48:18

	  Jehovah promises peace that is as abundant and ongoing as a river










“Righteousness like the waves of the sea”


	  Our deeds of righteousness can be as innumerable as the waves of the sea













[image: A flowing river and waves on the sea]




^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Isa. 48:18) If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.








February 13-19

ISAIAH 52-57





	  Song 20 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Christ Suffered for Us”: (10 min.)

	Isa 53:3-5—He was despised, and he was crushed for our errors (w09 1/15 26 ¶3-5)



	Isa 53:7, 8—He willingly sacrificed his life for us (w09 1/15 27 ¶10)



	Isa 53:11, 12—We can have a righteous standing because he remained faithful until death (w09 1/15 28 ¶13)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 54:1—Who is the “barren woman” mentioned in this prophecy, and who are her “sons”? (w06 3/15 11 ¶2)



	Isa 57:15—In what sense does Jehovah “reside” with those who are “crushed” and “lowly”? (w05 10/15 26 ¶3)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 57:1-11










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) lf—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) lf 30-31—Lay the groundwork for the next visit.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 14-15 ¶16-17—If available, have a father study with his minor son or daughter.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 5



	  “Help Your Children to Develop Unshakable Faith in the Creator”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video What Your Peers Say—Belief in God.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 8 ¶8-13 and the chart “World Records for Publications”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 24 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 53:3-5) He was despised and was avoided by men, A man who was meant for* pains and was familiar with sickness. It was as if his face were hidden from us.* He was despised, and we held him as of no account.  4 Truly he himself carried our sicknesses, And he bore our pains. But we considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgression; He was crushed for our errors. He bore the punishment for our peace, And because of his wounds we were healed.

Or “who understood.”
Or possibly, “He was like someone from whom people turned their faces.”


^ (Isa. 53:7, 8) He was oppressed and he let himself be afflicted, But he would not open his mouth. He was brought like a sheep to the slaughter, Like a ewe that is silent before its shearers, And he would not open his mouth.  8 Because of restraint* and judgment he was taken away; And who will concern himself with the details of his generation?* For he was cut off from the land of the living; Because of the transgression of my people he received the stroke.*

Or “oppression.”
Or “his manner of life?”
Or “was struck dead.”


^ (Isa. 53:11, 12) Because of his anguish,* he will see and be satisfied. By means of his knowledge the righteous one, my servant, Will bring a righteous standing to many people, And their errors he will bear. 12 For that reason I will assign him a portion among the many, And he will apportion the spoil with the mighty, Because he poured out his life* even to death And was counted among the transgressors; He carried the sin of many people, And he interceded for the transgressors.

Or “the trouble of his soul.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Isa. 54:1) “Shout joyfully, you barren woman who has not given birth! Become cheerful and cry out for joy, you who never had birth pains, For the sons* of the desolate one are more numerous Than the sons of the woman with a husband,”* says Jehovah.

Or “children.”
Or “master.”


^ (Isa. 57:15) For this is what the High and Lofty One says, Who lives* forever and whose name is holy: “I reside in the high and holy place, But also with those crushed and lowly in spirit, To revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of those being crushed.

Or “resides.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 52-57

Christ Suffered for Us




“He was despised and was avoided by men . . . We considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted”


53:3-5

	  Jesus was despised and charged with blasphemy. Some believed that God was punishing him, as if plaguing him with a loathsome disease



[image: Jesus was determined to be loyal despite knowing that he must suffer]











“It was Jehovah’s will to crush him, . . . and through him the delight of Jehovah will have success”


53:10

	  Jehovah no doubt suffered when he saw his Son put to death. But he delighted to see Jesus’ absolute faithfulness. Jesus’ death provided an answer to Satan’s challenge regarding the loyalty of God’s servants and brought benefits to repentant humans. It thus helped to accomplish “Jehovah’s will”













^ (Isa. 53:3-5) He was despised and was avoided by men, A man who was meant for* pains and was familiar with sickness. It was as if his face were hidden from us.* He was despised, and we held him as of no account.  4 Truly he himself carried our sicknesses, And he bore our pains. But we considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgression; He was crushed for our errors. He bore the punishment for our peace, And because of his wounds we were healed.

Or “who understood.”
Or possibly, “He was like someone from whom people turned their faces.”


^ (Isa. 53:10) But it was Jehovah’s will* to crush him, and he let him become sick. If you will present his life* as a guilt offering, He will see his offspring,* he will prolong his days, And through him the delight* of Jehovah will have success.

Or “But Jehovah took delight.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “will; good pleasure.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Help Your Children to Develop Unshakable Faith in the Creator





Creation declares Jehovah’s glory. (Ps 19:1-4; 139:14) However, the Devil’s world promotes God-dishonoring theories about the origin of life. (Ro 1:18-25) How can you prevent such ideas from taking root in the mind and heart of your children? Help them from an early age to develop faith that Jehovah exists and cares about them personally. (2Co 10:4, 5; Eph 6:16) Draw out their deepest thoughts about what they are taught at school, and use the many tools available to reach their heart.—Pr 20:5; Jas 1:19.



[image: A father teaches his children about creation; evolution is taught in a classroom; What Your Peers Say—Belief in God]


WATCH THE VIDEO WHAT YOUR PEERS SAY—BELIEF IN GOD, AND THEN CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What is a common myth about belief in God?



	  What is taught in your school?



	  What convinces you that Jehovah exists?



	  How might you help someone to reason that God created all things?











ADDITIONAL TOOLS AVAILABLE:


• JW.ORG series “My Bible Lessons” (Ages 3 and under)

• Video Become Jehovah’s Friend—“Jehovah . . . Created All Things”

• Awake! series “Was It Designed?”

• JW.ORG worksheet “Why Do I Believe in God?”

• JW.ORG series “Creation or Evolution?” (four parts)

• JW Broadcasting video series “Viewpoints on the Origin of Life”

• Video The Wonders of Creation Reveal God’s Glory

• Brochure Was Life Created?

• Book Is There a Creator Who Cares About You?





The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking




[image: The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking]


This brochure was designed particularly to help Witness youths who are taught evolution in school. It may also be given to those who want an in-depth discussion about evidence of a Creator.







^ (Ps. 19:1-4) The heavens are declaring the glory of God; The skies above* proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day their speech bubbles forth, And night after night they reveal knowledge.  3 There is no speech, and there are no words; Their voice is not heard.  4 But into all the earth their sound* has gone out, And to the ends of the inhabited earth* their message. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun;

Or “expanse.”
Or possibly, “measuring line.”
Or “productive land.”


^ (Ps. 139:14) I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well.

Or “My soul knows.”


^ (Rom. 1:18-25) For God’s wrath is being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who are suppressing the truth in an unrighteous way, 19 because what may be known about God is clearly evident among them, for God made it clear to them. 20 For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable. 21 For although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God nor did they thank him, but they became empty-headed in their reasonings and their senseless hearts became darkened. 22 Although claiming they were wise, they became foolish 23 and turned the glory of the incorruptible God into something like the image of corruptible man and birds and four-footed creatures and reptiles.* 24 Therefore, God, in keeping with the desires of their hearts, gave them up to uncleanness, so that their bodies might be dishonored among them. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for the lie and venerated* and rendered sacred service to the creation rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.

Or “creeping things.”
Or “worshipped.”


^ (2 Cor. 10:4, 5) For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by God for overturning strongly entrenched things. 5 For we are overturning reasonings and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are bringing every thought into captivity to make it obedient to the Christ;



^ (Eph. 6:16) Besides all of this, take up the large shield of faith, with which you will be able to extinguish all the wicked one’s burning arrows.*

Or “missiles; darts.”


^ (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”


^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,








February 20-26

ISAIAH 58-62





	  Song 57 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Proclaim the Year of Jehovah’s Goodwill”: (10 min.)

	Isa 61:1, 2—Jesus was anointed “to proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill” (ip-2 322 ¶4)



	Isa 61:3, 4—Jehovah provides “big trees of righteousness” to support his work (ip-2 326-327 ¶13-15)



	Isa 61:5, 6—“Foreigners” cooperate with “the priests of Jehovah” in the greatest witnessing campaign of all time (w12 12/15 25 ¶5-6)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 60:17—What are some ways that Jehovah has fulfilled this promise in the last days? (w15 7/15 9-10 ¶14-17)



	Isa 61:8, 9—What is the “everlasting covenant,” and who are the “offspring”? (w07 1/15 11 ¶5)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 62:1-12










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.1 cover



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.1 cover



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 16 ¶19—If available, have a mother study with her minor daughter.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 66



	  Use Videos in Your Ministry: (6 min.) Talk. Play the video What Is God’s Kingdom? Encourage all to use the video in connection with the literature offer for March and April on an initial call or on a return visit.



	  “Make Wise Use of Bible Literature”: (9 min.) Discussion. Play the video Distributing Bible Literature in Congo.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 8 ¶14-18 and the boxes “Speeding Up Bible Translation” and “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 96 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 61:1, 2) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^ (Isa. 61:3, 4) To provide for those mourning over Zion, To give them a headdress instead of ashes, The oil of exultation instead of mourning, The garment of praise instead of a despondent spirit. And they will be called big trees of righteousness, The planting of Jehovah, in order to glorify* him.  4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins; They will raise up the desolated places of the past, And they will restore the devastated cities, The places that lay desolate for generation after generation.

Or “beautify.”


^ (Isa. 61:5, 6) “Strangers will stand and shepherd your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers.  6 As for you, you will be called the priests of Jehovah; They will call you the ministers of our God. You will eat the resources of the nations, And about their glory* you will boast.

Or “riches.”


^ (Isa. 60:17) Instead of the copper I will bring in gold, And instead of the iron I will bring in silver, Instead of the wood, copper, And instead of the stones, iron; And I will appoint peace as your overseers And righteousness as your task assigners.



^ (Isa. 61:8, 9) For I, Jehovah, love justice; I hate robbery and unrighteousness. I will faithfully give them their wages, And I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their offspring* will be known among the nations And their descendants among the peoples. All who see them will recognize them, That they are the offspring* whom Jehovah has blessed.”

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 58-62

“Proclaim the Year of Jehovah’s Goodwill”




“The year of Jehovah’s goodwill” is not a literal year


61:1, 2

	  It is a time period during which Jehovah gives meek ones the opportunity to respond to his proclamation of freedom



	  In the first century, the year of goodwill started when Jesus began his ministry in 29 C.E. and lasted until “the day of vengeance” of Jehovah when Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 C.E.



	  In our day, the year of goodwill began with Jesus’ enthronement in heaven in 1914 and will conclude with the great tribulation







[image: A timeline showing the year of goodwill from 29 C.E. until 70 C.E. and from 1914 until the great tribulation]







Jehovah blesses his people with “big trees of righteousness”


61:3, 4

	  The tallest trees in the world usually grow together in forests, where individual trees support one another



	  Large root systems may be intertwined, anchoring the trees and providing resistance to storms



	  Tall trees provide protective shade for saplings, and leaves that fall from the trees enrich the soil beneath





All members of the worldwide Christian congregation benefit from the support and protection of the “big trees of righteousness,” the anointed remnant



[image: Big trees with strong root systems provide shade for saplings]












^ (Isa. 61:1, 2) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^ (Isa. 61:3, 4) To provide for those mourning over Zion, To give them a headdress instead of ashes, The oil of exultation instead of mourning, The garment of praise instead of a despondent spirit. And they will be called big trees of righteousness, The planting of Jehovah, in order to glorify* him.  4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins; They will raise up the desolated places of the past, And they will restore the devastated cities, The places that lay desolate for generation after generation.

Or “beautify.”








[image: A woman listens as Jehovah’s Witnesses offer her the Good News From God! brochure]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Make Wise Use of Bible Literature





Jesus taught: “You received free, give free.” (Mt 10:8) We adhere to that clear direction by not charging people for a copy of the Bible or our Bible-based literature. (2Co 2:17) Nevertheless, these publications contain precious truths from God’s Word. Great effort and expense are involved in printing literature and shipping it to congregations around the world. Therefore, we should take only what we need.

Use discernment when giving literature to others, even at public witnessing locations. (Mt 7:6) Instead of simply handing out literature to passersby, make an effort to converse with them to determine their interest. Can you answer yes to at least one of the questions in the accompanying box? If you are unable to determine someone’s interest, it is best to give him a tract. Of course, if he asks for a magazine or another publication, we will gladly give him a copy.—Pr 3:27, 28.







DOES THE PERSON . . .


	  listen attentively when we speak?



	  participate in the conversation?



	  agree to read the literature?



	  offer a contribution?



	  respond appreciatively to what he hears from God’s Word?











^ (Matt. 10:8) Cure the sick, raise up the dead, make lepers clean, expel demons. You received free, give free.



^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of* the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.

Or “not commercializing; not making profit from.”


^ (Matt. 7:6) “Do not give what is holy to dogs nor throw your pearls before swine, so that they may never trample them under their feet and turn around and rip you open.



^ (Prov. 3:27, 28) Do not withhold good from those to whom you should give it* If it is within your power* to help. 28 Do not say to your neighbor, “Go away; come back later! I will give it to you tomorrow,” If you can give it now.

Or “to whom it is owing.”
Or “within the power of your hand.”







February 27–March 5

ISAIAH 63-66





	  Song 145 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “New Heavens and a New Earth Will Cause Great Rejoicing”: (10 min.)

	Isa 65:17—“The former things will not be called to mind” (ip-2 383 ¶23)



	Isa 65:18, 19—There will be great rejoicing (ip-2 384 ¶25)



	Isa 65:21-23—Life will be satisfying, and people will feel secure (w12 9/15 9 ¶4-5)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 63:5—How does God’s wrath support him? (w07 1/15 11 ¶6)



	Isa 64:8—How does Jehovah exercise his authority as our Potter? (w13 6/15 25 ¶3-5)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 63:1-10










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Eph 5:33—Teach the Truth.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) 1Ti 5:8; Tit 2:4, 5—Teach the Truth.



	  Talk: (6 min. or less) Isa 66:23; w06 11/1 30-31 ¶14-17—Theme: Meeting Together—A Permanent Feature of Our Worship










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 142



	  “Rejoice in Your Hope” (Isa 65:17, 18; Ro 12:12): (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Rejoice in the Hope.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 9 ¶1-9 and the chart “Worldwide Increase”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 80 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (Isa. 65:18, 19) So exult and be joyful forever in what I am creating. For look! I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joy And her people a cause for exultation. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and exult in my people; No more will there be heard in her the sound of weeping or a cry of distress.”



^ (Isa. 65:21-23) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them.

Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Isa. 63:5) I looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled that no one offered support. So my arm brought me salvation,* And my own wrath supported me.

Or “victory.”


^ (Isa. 64:8) But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.

Or “the One who formed us.”


^ (Isa. 63:1-10) Who is this coming from Eʹdom, From Bozʹrah with bright-colored* garments, This one with splendid clothing, Marching in his great power? “It is I, the One speaking in righteousness, The One with great power to save.”  2 Why is your clothing red, And why are your garments like those of one treading the winepress?  3 “I have trodden the wine trough alone. No one from the peoples was with me. I kept treading them in my anger, And I kept trampling them in my wrath. My garments were spattered with their blood, And I have stained all my clothing.  4 For the day of vengeance is in my heart, And the year of my repurchased ones has come.  5 I looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled that no one offered support. So my arm brought me salvation,* And my own wrath supported me.  6 I trampled peoples in my anger, I made them drunk with my wrath And poured out their blood on the ground.”  7 I will mention Jehovah’s acts of loyal love, The praiseworthy acts of Jehovah, Because of all that Jehovah has done for us, The many good things he has done for the house of Israel, According to his mercy and his great loyal love.  8 For he said: “Surely they are my people, sons who will not be disloyal.”* So he became their Savior.  9 During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved his holy spirit. He then turned into their enemy, And he fought against them.

Or possibly, “bright-red.”
Or “victory.”
Or “prove false.”
Or “the angel of his presence.”


^ (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^ (1 Tim. 5:8) Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.



^ (Titus 2:4, 5) so that they may advise* the younger women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be sound in mind, chaste, working at home,* good, subjecting themselves to their own husbands, so that the word of God may not be spoken of abusively.

Or “recall to their senses; train.”
Or “caring for their homes.”


^ (Isa. 66:23) “And from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, All flesh* will come in to bow down before* me,” says Jehovah.

Or “all humans.”
Or “to worship.”


^ (Isa. 65:17, 18) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart. 18 So exult and be joyful forever in what I am creating. For look! I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joy And her people a cause for exultation.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (Rom. 12:12) Rejoice in the hope. Endure under tribulation. Persevere in prayer.









[image: Christ reigns as King of God’s Kingdom]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 63-66

New Heavens and a New Earth Will Cause Great Rejoicing





God’s promise of restoration recorded in Isaiah chapter 65 is so certain that Jehovah speaks of it as if it were already being fulfilled.






Jehovah creates new heavens and a new earth, where the former things are not called to mind


65:17

What are the new heavens?

	  A new government that will bring about righteous conditions on earth



	  It was established in 1914 when Christ was enthroned as King of God’s Kingdom





What is the new earth?

	  A society of people from all nationalities, languages, and races who gladly submit to the rulership of the new heavenly government





How will the former things not be called to mind?

	  The causes of hurtful memories—physical, mental, and emotional suffering—will no longer exist



	  Faithful humans will enjoy life to the full and will treasure the pleasant memories of each passing day



[image: A wheelchair-bound man walks, a girl cuddles a leopard, a family picks fruit, people are reunited in the resurrection]














^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”








[image: A family practices a field service presentation during Family Worship]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Rejoice in Your Hope





Hope is like an anchor. (Heb 6:19) It helps us to avoid spiritual shipwreck when we face stormy seas. (1Ti 1:18, 19) Stormy seas may include personal disappointments, material loss, prolonged illness, the death of a loved one, or any other threat to our integrity.

Faith and hope enable us to see clearly the promised reward. (2Co 4:16-18; Heb 11:13, 26, 27) So whether our hope is heavenly or earthly, we must regularly nourish it by meditating on the promises recorded in God’s Word. Then, when we are distressed by trials, it will be easier to maintain our joy.—1Pe 1:6, 7.

WATCH THE VIDEO REJOICE IN THE HOPE, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  Why is Moses a good example to imitate?



	  What responsibility rests on family heads?



	  What subjects might you consider for Family Worship projects?



	  How can hope help you to face trials with confidence?



	  What do you look forward to?













^ (Heb. 6:19) We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,* both sure and firm, and it enters in within the curtain,

Or “for our lives.”


^ (1 Tim. 1:18, 19) This instruction* I entrust to you, my child Timothy, in harmony with the prophecies that were made about you, that by these you may go on waging the fine warfare, 19 holding faith and a good conscience, which some have thrust aside, resulting in the shipwreck of their faith.

Or “mandate; order.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:16-18) Therefore, we do not give up, but even if the man we are outside is wasting away, certainly the man we are inside is being renewed from day to day. 17 For though the tribulation* is momentary and light, it works out for us a glory that is of more and more surpassing greatness* and is everlasting; 18 while we keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but on the things unseen. For the things seen are temporary, but the things unseen are everlasting.

Or “trial.”
Lit., “weight.”


^ (Heb. 11:13) In faith all of these died, although they did not receive the fulfillment of the promises; but they saw them from a distance and welcomed them and publicly declared that they were strangers and temporary residents in the land.



^ (Heb. 11:26, 27) because he considered the reproach of the Christ to be riches greater than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked intently toward the payment of the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, but not fearing the anger of the king, for he continued steadfast as seeing the One who is invisible.



^ (1 Pet. 1:6, 7) Because of this you are greatly rejoicing, though for a short time, if it must be, you have been distressed by various trials, 7 in order that the tested quality of your faith, of much greater value than gold that perishes despite its being tested* by fire, may be found a cause for praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

Or “refined.”






1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8









^ (Isa. 47:1-51:23) Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon. Sit down on the ground where there is no throne, O daughter of the Chal·deʹans, For never again will people call you delicate and pampered.  2 Take a hand mill and grind flour. Remove your veil. Strip off your skirt, uncover your legs. Cross over the rivers.  3 Your nakedness will be uncovered. Your shame will be exposed. I will take vengeance, and no man will stand in my way.*  4 “The One repurchasing us —Jehovah of armies is his name— Is the Holy One of Israel.”  5 Sit there silently and go into darkness, O daughter of the Chal·deʹans; No more will they call you Mistress* of Kingdoms.  6 I grew indignant at my people. I profaned my inheritance, And I gave them into your hand. But you showed them no mercy. Even on the elderly you placed a heavy yoke.  7 You said: “I will always be the Mistress,* forever.” You did not take these things to heart; You did not consider how the matter would end.  8 Now hear this, O lover of pleasure, Who sits in security, who says in her heart: “I am the one, and there is no one else. I will not become a widow. I will never know the loss of children.”  9 But these two things will come upon you suddenly, in one day: Loss of children and widowhood. In full measure they will come upon you Because of* your many sorceries and all your powerful spells. 10 You trusted in your wickedness. You said: “No one sees me.” Your wisdom and knowledge are what led you astray, And you say in your heart: “I am the one, and there is no one else.” 11 But calamity will come upon you, And none of your charms will stop it.* Adversity will befall you; you will not be able to avert it. Sudden ruin will come upon you like you have never known. 12 Go ahead, then, with your spells and your many sorceries, With which you have toiled from your youth. Perhaps you may be able to benefit; Perhaps you may strike people with awe. 13 You have grown weary with the multitude of your advisers. Let them stand up now and save you, Those who worship the heavens,* who gaze at the stars, Those giving out knowledge at the new moons About the things that will come upon you. 14 Look! They are like stubble. A fire will burn them up. They cannot save themselves* from the power of the flame. These are not charcoals for keeping warm, And this is not a fire to sit in front of. 15 So your charmers will become to you, Those with whom you toiled from your youth. They will wander, each one in his own direction.* There will be no one to save you. 
48 Hear this, O house of Jacob, You who call yourselves by the name of Israel And who have come from the waters of* Judah, You who swear by the name of Jehovah And who call on the God of Israel, Though not in truth and righteousness.  2 For they call themselves after the holy city And seek the support of the God of Israel, Whose name is Jehovah of armies.  3 “The former* things I told you long ago. From my own mouth they went out, And I made them known. Suddenly I took action, and they came about.  4 Because I knew how stubborn you are —That your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead is copper—  5 I told you long ago. Before it came about, I caused you to hear it, So that you could not say, ‘My idol did this; My carved image and my metal image* commanded this.’  6 You have heard and seen all of this. Will you not declare it? From now on I am announcing new things to you, Guarded secrets that you have not known.  7 Only now are they being created, and not long ago, Things that you never heard before today, So that you cannot say, ‘Look! I already know them.’  8 No, you have not heard, you have not known, And in the past your ears were not opened. For I know that you are very treacherous, And you have been called a transgressor from birth.  9 But for the sake of my name I will hold back my anger; For my own praise I will restrain myself toward you, And I will not do away with you. 10 Look! I have refined you, but not in the form of silver. I have tested* you in the smelting furnace of affliction. 11 For my own sake, for my own sake I will act, For how could I let myself be profaned? I give my glory to no one else.* 12 Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I have called. I am the same One. I am the first; I am also the last. 13 My own hand laid the foundation of the earth, And my right hand spread out the heavens. When I call to them, they stand up together. 14 Gather together, all of you, and listen. Who among them has announced these things? Jehovah has loved him. He will carry out his delight against Babylon, And his arm will come against the Chal·deʹans. 15 I myself have spoken, and I have called him. I have brought him, and his way will be successful. 16 Come near to me, and hear this. From the very start I have not spoken in secret. From the time it happened I was there.” And now the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sent me, and* his spirit. 17 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea. 19 Your offspring* would be as many as the sand And your descendants as its grains. Their name would never be cut off or annihilated from before me.” 20 Go out from Babylon! Flee from the Chal·deʹans! Announce it with a joyful cry! Proclaim it! Make it known to the ends of the earth. Say: “Jehovah has repurchased his servant Jacob. 21 They did not become thirsty when he led them through devastated places. He caused water to flow out of the rock for them; He split a rock and made water gush out.” 22 “There is no peace,” says Jehovah, “for the wicked.” 
49 Listen to me, you islands, And pay attention, you faraway nations. Jehovah has called me before I was born.* From the time I was in my mother’s womb he has made mention of my name.  2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; He has hidden me in the shadow of his hand. He made me a polished arrow; He concealed me in his quiver.  3 He said to me: “You are my servant, O Israel, Through whom I will show my splendor.”  4 But I said: “I have toiled for nothing. I used up my strength for an unreality, in vain. But surely my judgment is with Jehovah,* And my wages* with my God.”  5 And now Jehovah, the One who formed me from the womb as his servant, Has said for me to bring Jacob back to him, So that Israel may be gathered to him. I will be glorified in the eyes of Jehovah, And my God will have become my strength.  6 And he said: “It is not enough that you are my servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob And to bring back those who were preserved of Israel. I have also given you as a light of nations, So that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.” 7 This is what Jehovah, the Repurchaser of Israel, his Holy One, says to the one who is despised,* to the one who is detested by the nation, to the servant of rulers: “Kings will see and rise up, And princes will bow down Because of Jehovah, who is faithful, The Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”  8 This is what Jehovah says: “In a time of favor* I answered you, And in a day of salvation I helped you; I kept safeguarding you to give you as a covenant for the people, To rehabilitate the land, To cause them to possess their desolate inheritances,  9 To say to the prisoners, ‘Come out!’ And to those in the darkness, ‘Show yourselves!’ By the roadways they will feed, Along all the worn paths* will be their pastures. 10 They will not go hungry, nor will they thirst, Nor will scorching heat or the sun beat down on them. For the One who has mercy on them will lead them, And he will guide them by the springs of water. 11 I will make all my mountains into a road, And my highways will be raised up. 12 Look! These are coming from far away, And look! these from the north and from the west, And these from the land of Siʹnim.” 13 Shout for joy, you heavens, and rejoice, you earth. Let the mountains become cheerful with a joyful cry. For Jehovah has comforted his people, And he shows mercy to his own afflicted ones. 14 But Zion kept saying: “Jehovah has abandoned me, and Jehovah has forgotten me.” 15 Can a woman forget her nursing child Or have no compassion for the son of her womb? Even if these women forget, I would never forget you. 16 Look! On my palms I have engraved you. Your walls are always before me. 17 Your sons hurry back. Those who tore you down and devastated you will depart from you. 18 Raise your eyes and look all around. They are all gathering together. They are coming to you. “As surely as I am living,” declares Jehovah, “You will clothe yourself with all of them as with ornaments, And you will fasten them on yourself as a bride does. 19 Although your places were devastated and desolate and your land was in ruins, Now it will become too cramped for those dwelling there, And those who swallowed you down will be far away. 20 The sons born when you were bereaved will say in your hearing, ‘This place is too cramped for me. Make room for me to dwell here.’ 21 And you will say in your heart, ‘Who has fathered these for me, Since I am a woman bereaved of children and barren, Exiled and taken prisoner? Who has raised these? Look! I was left all alone, So where have these come from?’” 22 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! I will raise up my hand to the nations, And I will lift up my signal* to the peoples. They will bring your sons in their arms* And carry your daughters on their shoulders. 23 Kings will become caretakers for you, And their princesses will be your nurses. They will bow down to you with their faces to the ground And lick the dust of your feet, And you will have to know that I am Jehovah; Those hoping in me will not be put to shame.” 24 Can those already captured be taken from a mighty man, Or can the captives of the tyrant be rescued? 25 But this is what Jehovah says: “Even the captives of a mighty man will be taken away, And those captured by the tyrant will be rescued. I will oppose those who oppose you, And I will save your own sons. 26 I will make those who mistreat you eat their own flesh, And as with sweet wine, they will become drunk with their own blood. And all people* will have to know that I am Jehovah, Your Savior and your Repurchaser, The Powerful One of Jacob.” 
50 This is what Jehovah says: “Where is the divorce certificate of your mother, whom I sent away? Or to which of my creditors did I sell you? Look! It was because of your own errors you were sold, And because of your own transgressions your mother was sent away.  2 Why, then, was no one here when I came? Why did no one answer when I called? Is my hand too short to redeem, Or is there no power in me to rescue? Look! With my rebuke I dry up the sea; I make rivers a desert. Their fish rot for lack of water, And they die because of thirst.  3 I clothe the heavens with gloom, And I make sackcloth their covering.”  4 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has given me the tongue of those taught,* So that I may know how to answer* the tired one with the right word.* He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear to listen like the taught ones.  5 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has opened my ear, And I was not rebellious. I did not turn in the opposite direction.  6 I offered my back to those striking me And my cheeks to those who plucked them bare.* I did not hide my face from humiliating things and from spit.  7 But the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will help me. That is why I will not feel humiliated. That is why I have set my face like a flint, And I know that I will not be put to shame.  8 The One who declares me righteous is near. Who can accuse* me? Let us stand up together.* Who has a case against me? Let him approach me.  9 Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah will help me. Who will pronounce me guilty? Look! They will all wear out like a garment. A moth will eat them up. 10 Who among you fears Jehovah And listens to the voice of his servant? Who has walked in deep darkness, without any brightness? Let him trust in the name of Jehovah and support himself on* his God. 11 “Look! All of you who are igniting a fire, Making sparks fly, Walk in the light of your fire, Among the sparks you have set ablaze. This is what you will have from my hand: In sheer pain you will lie down. 
51 “Listen to me, you who are pursuing righteousness, You who are seeking Jehovah. Look to the rock from which you were hewn And to the quarry from which you were dug.  2 Look to Abraham your father And to Sarah who gave birth to you.* For he was only one when I called him, And I blessed him and made him many.  3 For Jehovah will comfort Zion. He will bring comfort to all her ruins, And he will make her wilderness like Eʹden And her desert plain like the garden of Jehovah. Exultation and rejoicing will be found in her, Thanksgiving and melodious song.  4 Pay attention to me, O my people, And give ear to me, my nation. For a law will go out from me, And my justice I will establish as a light to the peoples.  5 My righteousness draws near. My salvation will go out, And my arms will judge the peoples. In me the islands will hope, And for my arm* they will wait.  6 Raise your eyes to the heavens, And look at the earth below. For the heavens will disperse in fragments like smoke; The earth will wear out like a garment, And its inhabitants will die like gnats. But my salvation will be eternal, And my righteousness will never fail.*  7 Listen to me, you who know righteousness, The people with my law* in their heart. Do not be afraid of the taunts of mortal men, And do not be terrified because of their insults.  8 For a moth will eat them up just like a garment; The clothes moth* will devour them like wool. But my righteousness will last forever, And my salvation for all generations.”  9 Awake! Awake! Clothe yourself with strength, O arm of Jehovah! Awake as in the days of long ago, as in past generations. Was it not you who broke Raʹhab* to pieces, Who pierced the sea monster? 10 Are you not the one who dried up the sea, the waters of the vast deep? The one who made the depths of the sea a roadway for the repurchased ones to cross? 11 The redeemed ones of Jehovah will return. They will come to Zion with a joyful cry, And unending joy will crown them.* Exultation and rejoicing will be theirs, And grief and sighing will flee away. 12 “I myself am the One comforting you. Why should you be afraid of a mortal man who will die And of a son of man who will wither like green grass? 13 Why do you forget Jehovah your Maker, The One who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundation of the earth? And all day long you were in constant fear of the rage of the oppressor,* As though he were in a position to bring you to ruin. Where, now, is the rage of the oppressor? 14 The one bent over in chains will soon be set free; He will not die and go into the pit, Nor will his bread be lacking. 15 But I am Jehovah your God, Who stirs up the sea and makes its waves boisterous —Jehovah of armies is his name. 16 I will put my words in your mouth, And with the shadow of my hand I will cover you, In order to plant the heavens and to lay the foundation of the earth And to say to Zion, ‘You are my people.’ 17 Awake! Awake! Rise up, O Jerusalem, You who have drunk from the hand of Jehovah his cup of wrath. You have drunk the goblet; You have drained out the cup causing staggering. 18 Not one of all the sons whom she bore is there to guide her, And not one of all the sons whom she raised has taken hold of her hand. 19 These two things have befallen you. Who will sympathize with you? Destruction and devastation, hunger and sword! Who will comfort you? 20 Your sons have fainted. They lie down at every street corner* Like wild sheep in the net. They are full of the wrath of Jehovah, the rebuke of your God.” 21 So please listen to this, O woman afflicted and drunk, though not with wine. 22 This is what your Lord Jehovah says, your God who defends his people: “Look! I will take from your hand the cup causing staggering, The goblet, my cup of wrath; You will never drink it again. 23 I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, Those who said to you,* ‘Bow down so that we may walk over you!’ So you made your back like the ground, Like a street for them to walk on.”

Or possibly, “and I will not meet anyone kindly.”
Or “Queen.”
Or “Queen.”
Or possibly, “Despite.”
Or “And you will not know how to charm it away.”
Or possibly, “Those who divide the heavens; The astrologers.”
Or “their soul.”
Lit., “to his own region.”
Or possibly, “who are descended from.”
Lit., “first.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “examined.” Or possibly, “chosen.”
Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”
Or “along with.”
Or “for your own good.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “from the womb.”
Or “Jehovah will grant me justice.”
Or “reward.”
Or “despised in soul.”
Or “goodwill.”
Or possibly, “the bare hills.”
Or “signal pole.”
Lit., “bosom.”
Lit., “all flesh.”
Or “a well-trained tongue.”
Or possibly, “strengthen.”
Lit., “with a word.”
Or “who plucked the beard.”
Or “contend with.”
Or “face each other.”
Or “rely on.”
Or “brought you forth with labor pains.”
Or “power.”
Or “will not be shattered.”
Or “instruction.”
Or possibly, “The worm.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “be upon their head.”
Or “the one hemming you in.”
Lit., “at the head of all streets.”
Or “to your soul.”


^ (Isa. 51:12-23) “I myself am the One comforting you. Why should you be afraid of a mortal man who will die And of a son of man who will wither like green grass? 13 Why do you forget Jehovah your Maker, The One who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundation of the earth? And all day long you were in constant fear of the rage of the oppressor,* As though he were in a position to bring you to ruin. Where, now, is the rage of the oppressor? 14 The one bent over in chains will soon be set free; He will not die and go into the pit, Nor will his bread be lacking. 15 But I am Jehovah your God, Who stirs up the sea and makes its waves boisterous —Jehovah of armies is his name. 16 I will put my words in your mouth, And with the shadow of my hand I will cover you, In order to plant the heavens and to lay the foundation of the earth And to say to Zion, ‘You are my people.’ 17 Awake! Awake! Rise up, O Jerusalem, You who have drunk from the hand of Jehovah his cup of wrath. You have drunk the goblet; You have drained out the cup causing staggering. 18 Not one of all the sons whom she bore is there to guide her, And not one of all the sons whom she raised has taken hold of her hand. 19 These two things have befallen you. Who will sympathize with you? Destruction and devastation, hunger and sword! Who will comfort you? 20 Your sons have fainted. They lie down at every street corner* Like wild sheep in the net. They are full of the wrath of Jehovah, the rebuke of your God.” 21 So please listen to this, O woman afflicted and drunk, though not with wine. 22 This is what your Lord Jehovah says, your God who defends his people: “Look! I will take from your hand the cup causing staggering, The goblet, my cup of wrath; You will never drink it again. 23 I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, Those who said to you,* ‘Bow down so that we may walk over you!’ So you made your back like the ground, Like a street for them to walk on.”

Or “the one hemming you in.”
Lit., “at the head of all streets.”
Or “to your soul.”





^ ***sjj song 89 Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed***


SONG 89

Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed


(Luke 11:28)


	1. If we have listened to Christ, will we show it?

His teaching shines as it shows us the way.

It makes us happy to hear and to know it,

But we’ll be blessed if we know and obey.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	2. Our way of life, like a house, gives protection

When it is built on the rock, not on sand.

If we apply Jesus’ loving direction,

We’ll build a life which on bedrock will stand.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	3. Just as a tree rooted deep by the waters

Gives of its fruit when each season arrives,

If we obey as God’s own sons and daughters,

We’ll all be blessed and enjoy endless lives.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.









(See also Deut. 28:2; Ps. 1:3; Prov. 10:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49.)





^ (Luke 11:28) But he said: “No, rather, happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”



^ (Deut. 28:2) All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, because you keep listening to the voice of Jehovah your God:



^ (Ps. 1:3) He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.



^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (Matt. 7:24-27) “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.”



^ (Luke 6:47-49) Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built. 49 On the other hand, whoever hears and does nothing is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river dashed against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”









^ ***ip-2 p. 131 Jehovah Teaches Us for Our Good***

“Pay Attention to My Commandments!”

18. What is Jehovah’s desire for his people?

18 Empowered by Jehovah’s spirit, the prophet declares: “The Sovereign Lord Jehovah himself has sent me, even his spirit. This is what Jehovah has said, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: ‘I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teaching you to benefit yourself, the One causing you to tread in the way in which you should walk.’” (Isaiah 48:16b, 17) This loving expression of Jehovah’s care should reassure the nation of Israel that God is going to deliver them from Babylon. He is their Repurchaser. (Isaiah 54:5) Jehovah’s heartfelt desire is that the Israelites restore their relationship with him and pay attention to his commandments. True worship is based upon obeying divine instructions. The Israelites are unable to walk in the right way unless they are taught ‘the way in which to walk.’



^ par. 18 (Isa. 48:16, 17) Come near to me, and hear this. From the very start I have not spoken in secret. From the time it happened I was there.” And now the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sent me, and* his spirit. 17 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “along with.”
Or “for your own good.”


^ par. 18 (Isa. 54:5) “For your Grand Maker is as your husband,* Jehovah of armies is his name, And the Holy One of Israel is your Repurchaser. He will be called the God of the whole earth.

Or “master.”








^ ***ip-2 pp. 131-132 Jehovah Teaches Us for Our Good***

19. What heartfelt appeal does Jehovah make?

19 Jehovah’s desire that his people avoid calamity and enjoy life is beautifully expressed: “O if only you would actually pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea.” (Isaiah 48:18) What a heartfelt appeal from the almighty Creator! (Deuteronomy 5:29; Psalm 81:13) Instead of going into captivity, the Israelites can enjoy peace that will be as bountiful as the water flowing in a river. (Psalm 119:165) Their deeds of righteousness can be as innumerable as the waves of the sea. (Amos 5:24) As the one really interested in them, Jehovah appeals to the Israelites, lovingly showing them the way in which they should walk. Oh, if only they will listen!



^ par. 19 (Isa. 48:18) If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.



^ par. 19 (Deut. 5:29) If only they would always have a heart inclined to fear me and to keep all my commandments; then it would go well with them and their sons forever!



^ par. 19 (Ps. 81:13) If only my people would listen to me, If only Israel would walk in my ways!



^ par. 19 (Ps. 119:165) Abundant peace belongs to those who love your law; Nothing can make them stumble.*

Or “For them there is no stumbling block.”


^ par. 19 (Amos 5:24) Let justice flow down like waters, And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.









^ ***ip-2 pp. 132-134 Jehovah Teaches Us for Our Good***

20. (a) What is God’s desire for Israel despite their rebelliousness? (b) What do we learn about Jehovah from his dealings with his people? (See box on page 133.)

20 What blessings would come if Israel would repent? Jehovah says: “Your offspring would become just like the sand, and the descendants from your inward parts like the grains of it. One’s name would not be cut off or be annihilated from before me.” (Isaiah 48:19) Jehovah reminds the people of his promise that Abraham’s seed would become many, “like the stars of the heavens and like the grains of sand that are on the seashore.” (Genesis 22:17; 32:12) However, these descendants of Abraham have been rebellious, and they do not have the right to receive the fulfillment of the promise. Really, their record has been so bad that by Jehovah’s own Law, they deserve to have their name as a nation cut off. (Deuteronomy 28:45) Still, Jehovah does not desire the annihilation of his people, and he does not want to forsake them utterly.

21. What blessings can we experience today if we seek Jehovah’s instruction?

21 The principles embodied in this powerful passage apply to Jehovah’s worshipers today. Jehovah is the Source of life, and he knows better than anyone how we should use our lives. (Psalm 36:9) He has given us guidelines, not to rob us of enjoyment, but to benefit us. True Christians respond by seeking to be instructed by Jehovah. (Micah 4:2) His directives protect our spirituality and our relationship with him, and they shield us from Satan’s corrupting influence. When we appreciate the principles behind God’s laws, we see that Jehovah teaches us for our good. We realize that “his commandments are not burdensome.” And we will not be cut off.—1 John 2:17; 5:3.



^ par. 20 (Isa. 48:19) Your offspring* would be as many as the sand And your descendants as its grains. Their name would never be cut off or annihilated from before me.”

Lit., “seed.”


^ par. 20 (Gen. 22:17) I will surely bless you and I will surely multiply your offspring* like the stars of the heavens and like the grains of sand on the seashore, and your offspring* will take possession of the gate* of his enemies.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “the cities.”


^ par. 20 (Gen. 32:12) And you have said: ‘I will certainly deal well with you, and I will make your offspring* like the grains of sand of the sea, which are too numerous to count.’”

Lit., “seed.”


^ par. 20 (Deut. 28:45) “All these curses will certainly come upon you and pursue you and overtake you until you have been annihilated, because you did not listen to the voice of Jehovah your God by keeping his commandments and his statutes that he commanded you.



^ par. 21 (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ par. 21 (Mic. 4:2) And many nations will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah And to the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.

Or “instruction.”


^ par. 21 (1 John 2:17) Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.



^ par. 21 (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,









^ ***w07 1/15 p. 9 par. 8 Highlights From the Book of Isaiah—II***

49:6—How is the Messiah “a light of the nations,” even though his earthly ministry was limited to the sons of Israel? This is so because of what happened after Jesus’ death. The Bible applies Isaiah 49:6 to his disciples. (Acts 13:46, 47) Today, anointed Christians, aided by a great crowd of worshippers, serve as “a light of the nations,” enlightening peoples “to the extremity of the earth.”—Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20.



^ par. 8 (Isa. 49:6) And he said: “It is not enough that you are my servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob And to bring back those who were preserved of Israel. I have also given you as a light of nations, So that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.”



^ par. 8 (Isa. 49:6) And he said: “It is not enough that you are my servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob And to bring back those who were preserved of Israel. I have also given you as a light of nations, So that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.”



^ par. 8 (Acts 13:46, 47) Then Paul and Barʹna·bas boldly said to them: “It was necessary for the word of God to be spoken first to you. Since you are rejecting it and do not judge yourselves worthy of everlasting life, look! we turn to the nations. 47 For Jehovah* has commanded us in these words: ‘I have appointed you as a light of nations, for you to be a salvation to the ends of the earth.’”

See App. A5.


^ par. 8 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 8 (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.








^ ***it-1 p. 643 Divorce***

Figurative Divorce. The marriage relationship is used symbolically in the Scriptures. (Isa 54:1, 5, 6; 62:1-6) Reference is also made to symbolic divorcing, or the sending away of a wife.—Jer 3:8.

The kingdom of Judah was overthrown and Jerusalem was destroyed in 607 B.C.E., the inhabitants of the land being taken into Babylonian exile. Years earlier Jehovah had said prophetically to Jews who would then be in exile: “Where, then, is the divorce certificate of the mother of you people, whom I sent away?” (Isa 50:1) Their “mother,” or national organization, had been put away with just cause, not because Jehovah broke his covenant and started divorce proceedings, but because of her wrongdoing against the Law covenant. But a remnant of Israelites repented and prayed for a renewal of Jehovah’s husbandly relationship with them in their homeland. Jehovah, for his own name’s sake, restored his people to their homeland as promised, in 537 B.C.E., at the end of the 70-year desolation.—Ps 137:1-9; see MARRIAGE.



^ (Isa. 54:1) “Shout joyfully, you barren woman who has not given birth! Become cheerful and cry out for joy, you who never had birth pains, For the sons* of the desolate one are more numerous Than the sons of the woman with a husband,”* says Jehovah.

Or “children.”
Or “master.”


^ (Isa. 54:5, 6) “For your Grand Maker is as your husband,* Jehovah of armies is his name, And the Holy One of Israel is your Repurchaser. He will be called the God of the whole earth.  6 For Jehovah called you as if you were an abandoned wife and grief-stricken,* Like a wife married in youth and then rejected,” says your God.

Or “master.”
Lit., “hurt in spirit.”


^ (Isa. 62:1-6) For the sake of Zion I will not keep silent, And for the sake of Jerusalem I will not keep still Until her righteousness shines like a bright light And her salvation burns like a torch.  2 “The nations will see your righteousness, O woman, And all kings your glory. And you will be called by a new name, Which Jehovah’s own mouth will designate.  3 You will become a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, A royal turban in the palm of your God.  4 No more will you be called an abandoned woman, And your land will no longer be called desolate. But you will be called My Delight Is in Her, And your land will be called the Married One. For Jehovah will take delight in you, And your land will be as one married.  5 For just as a young man marries a virgin, Your sons will marry you. With the rejoicing of a bridegroom over a bride, Your God will rejoice over you.  6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have commissioned watchmen. Continuously, all day long and all night long, they should not be silent. You who make mention of Jehovah, Do not rest,



^ (Jer. 3:8) When I saw that, I sent unfaithful Israel away with a full certificate of divorce because of her adultery. But her treacherous sister Judah did not become afraid; she too went out and committed prostitution.



^ (Isa. 50:1) This is what Jehovah says: “Where is the divorce certificate of your mother, whom I sent away? Or to which of my creditors did I sell you? Look! It was because of your own errors you were sold, And because of your own transgressions your mother was sent away.



^ (Ps. 137:1-9) By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat. We wept when we remembered Zion.  2 Upon the poplar trees in her* midst, We hung our harps.  3 For there our captors asked us for a song, Those mocking us wanted amusement: “Sing for us one of the songs of Zion.”  4 How can we sing the song of Jehovah On foreign soil?  5 If I should forget you, O Jerusalem, Let my right hand be forgetful.*  6 Let my tongue stick to my palate If I do not remember you, If I do not place Jerusalem above My greatest reasons for rejoicing.  7 Remember, O Jehovah, What the Eʹdom·ites said on the day Jerusalem fell: “Tear it down! Tear it down to its foundations!”  8 O daughter of Babylon, who is soon to be devastated, Happy will be the one who rewards you With the treatment you inflicted on us.  9 Happy will be the one who seizes your children And dashes them against the rocks.

Referring to Babylon.
Or possibly, “wither.”








^ ***sjj song 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***


SONG 135

Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Young man and young woman,

do give your heart to me.

My foe who now taunts me

will then be made to see.

Your youth and devotion

to me you freely give;

You show all the world

that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.





	2. Rejoice and take pleasure

in giving me your all,

And though you may stumble,

I’ll raise you if you fall.

No matter who fails you

or proves to be untrue,

Take comfort in knowing

I’ll always cherish you.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice,

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And offer praise by your own choice.









(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’









^ ***yb16 p. 144 We Would Not Compromise Our Faith***


INDONESIA

We Would Not Compromise Our Faith

Daniel Lokollo


	BORN 1965



	BAPTIZED 1986



	PROFILE A special pioneer who stood firm under persecution.








ON April 14, 1989, I was conducting a meeting in the town of Maumere, on Flores Island, when government officials burst into the house and arrested me and three others.

The guards at the local prison tried to force us to salute the flag. When we refused, they beat us and kicked us and made us stand in the blistering sun for five days. We shivered at night on hard cement floors in our tiny cells, filthy, exhausted, and aching from our wounds. The prison warden repeatedly urged us to compromise, but we replied, “Until we die, we will not salute.” Like countless Christians before us, we felt privileged to “suffer for the sake of righteousness.”—1 Pet. 3:14.





^ par. 2 (1 Pet. 3:14) But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are happy. However, do not fear what they fear,* nor be disturbed.

Or possibly, “do not fear their threats.”








^ ***yb16 p. 145 We Obeyed Direction—And Lived!***


INDONESIA

We Obeyed Direction—And Lived!

Blasius da Gomes


	BORN 1963



	BAPTIZED 1995



	PROFILE An elder who lovingly cared for the flock during a religious conflict on Ambon, which is part of the Maluku Islands.








ON January 19, 1999, growing hostility between Muslims and Christians exploded into violence about three kilometers (1.8 miles) from my home. The situation was chaotic.*

After seeing to the safety of my family, I phoned other publishers to check on their welfare. I urged them to remain calm and to avoid dangerous areas. Later, the elders visited the flock to strengthen them spiritually and to encourage them to meet for worship in small groups.

The branch office urged us to evacuate any publishers who were living in dangerous areas, and we passed that direction on to several families. One brother who refused to leave was later killed by an armed mob. But every person who heeded the direction from the branch office survived.



^ par. 1 The conflict raged throughout the province of Maluku for more than two years and drove tens of thousands of people from their homes.









^ ***kr pp. 78-81 Tools for Preaching—Producing Literature for the Worldwide Field***


1, 2. (a) In the first century, what helped to spread the good news throughout the Roman Empire? (b) What evidence do we have of Jehovah’s backing in our time? (See the box “Good News in More Than 670 Tongues.”)

VISITORS to Jerusalem could hardly believe what they were hearing. Galileans were speaking foreign languages fluently, and the message they were conveying captivated their listeners. It was Pentecost 33 C.E., and the disciples had miraculously received the gift of speaking in various languages—proof that they had God’s backing. (Read Acts 2:1-8, 12, 15-17.) The good news they preached that day reached people of diverse backgrounds and thereafter spread throughout the Roman Empire.—Col. 1:23.

2 Today, God’s servants do not miraculously speak in various languages. Even so, covering far more languages than in the first century, they translate the Kingdom message into over 670 languages. (Acts 2:9-11) God’s people have produced literature in such vast quantities and in so many languages that the Kingdom message has penetrated every corner of the globe.* This too is unmistakable evidence that Jehovah is using the King Jesus Christ to direct our preaching work. (Matt. 28:19, 20) As we review just some of the tools we have used to accomplish this work over the past 100 years, note how the King has progressively trained us to be interested in individuals and has encouraged us to be teachers of God’s Word.—2 Tim. 2:2.

GOOD NEWS IN MORE THAN 670 TONGUES


IN 2000, the Governing Body authorized an unprecedented training program for all translation teams worldwide. The first step was the development of a three-month course on English comprehension, which was presented by 25 instructors to 1,944 translators, who were working in 182 language teams. This course helped translators gain a complete understanding of the English text before starting to translate it. Besides dealing with aspects of the English language, the course taught translators how to analyze the text and be aware of such features as its structure, tone, style, purpose, and intended audience.

A second course was developed in 2001 by a pool of experienced translators. This course focuses on specific translation techniques. All the translation teams around the world have now been put through this training program.

In addition to organizing the training courses, the Governing Body established a Translator Help Desk. Whenever a translation team needs help in understanding the source text or is not sure about how a translation technique should be applied in a specific case, they can electronically submit their question to this desk. When the question raised is editorial in nature, the Translator Help Desk consults with the compiler, or main editor, of the publication. Once a question is answered, it automatically becomes available not just to the team that originated it but to all translation teams around the world that are working on that same publication. The answer is stored in a database that any translator can easily access. In that way, any team facing similar translation problems can benefit from the direction given.

How has this training helped the translators? One said: “The training we have received grants us the freedom to explore techniques for handling the original text, but it also sets reasonable boundaries that prevent us from taking over the role of the writer. Now we feel like fully equipped explorers ready to take on a challenge every day, knowing well where to go, what alternate routes to take, and when to stop.”

As of 2013, more than 2,700 translators were working in over 190 locations to help spread the good news in more than 670 tongues. This remarkable work is possible only because it has the backing of the King Jesus Christ.—Matt. 28:19, 20; Rev. 14:6.





The King Equips His Servants to Plant Seeds of Truth

 3. Why do we use a variety of tools in our preaching work?

3 Jesus likened the “word of the Kingdom” to seeds and a person’s heart to soil. (Matt. 13:18, 19) Just as a gardener may use a variety of tools to soften the soil and prepare it to receive seed, Jehovah’s people have used a variety of tools that have helped them prepare the hearts of millions to receive the Kingdom message. Some of those tools were useful for a limited time. Others, such as books and magazines, continue to do valuable work. Unlike most of the methods of mass communication mentioned in the preceding chapter, all the tools discussed here have helped Kingdom publishers contact people face-to-face.—Acts 5:42; 17:2, 3.

4, 5. How were phonograph records used, but what did they lack?

4 Recorded talks. In the 1930’s and into the 1940’s, publishers used recorded Bible lectures played on portable phonographs. Each recording lasted less than five minutes. Sometimes the records had short titles, such as “Trinity,” “Purgatory,” and “Kingdom.” How were those records used? Brother Clayton Woodworth, Jr., who was baptized in 1930 in the United States, said: “I carried a little suitcase-type phonograph, spring wound, with a portable arm that I had to set in just the right position at the edge of the record if it was to play properly. I would approach a door, open the case, set the arm in place, and push the doorbell. When the householder opened the door, I would say, ‘I have an important message I would like you to hear.’” What was the response? “Many times,” says Brother Woodworth, “the person responded favorably. At other times, people just shut the door. Occasionally, they thought that I was selling phonographs.”

5 By 1940, over 90 different recorded talks were available and over a million records had been made. John E. Barr, who was pioneering in Britain at that time and who later served on the Governing Body, said: “During the years 1936 to 1945, a phonograph was my constant companion. In fact, in those days I felt lost without one. To hear Brother Rutherford’s voice at the doorstep was ever so encouraging; it felt as though he were there in person. Of course, phonograph work still lacked the teaching aspect of the ministry, the ability to touch the hearts of people.”

6, 7. (a) What were the benefits and the limitations of using testimony cards? (b) In what sense has Jehovah ‘put words in our mouths’?

6 Testimony cards. Beginning in 1933, publishers were encouraged to use testimony cards in their door-to-door ministry. A testimony card was about three by five inches (7.6 by 12.7 cm) in size. It contained a brief Bible message and a description of Bible-based literature that the householder could obtain. A publisher would simply hand the card to the householder and ask him to read it. “I welcomed the testimony card work,” said Lilian Kammerud, who eventually served as a missionary in Puerto Rico and Argentina. Why was that? “Not all of us could give a good presentation,” she said. “So it helped me get accustomed to approaching people.”

7 Brother David Reusch, who was baptized in 1918, observed, “Testimony cards helped the brothers, for very few felt that they were able to say the right thing.” This tool had its limits, though. “Sometimes,” said Brother Reusch, “we met people who thought we could not speak. In a sense, many of us were not able to speak. But Jehovah was preparing us to meet the public as his ministers. Soon he would put words in our mouth by teaching us to use the Scriptures at the door. This was accomplished through the Theocratic Ministry School that began in the 1940’s.”—Read Jeremiah 1:6-9.





^ par. 1 (Acts 2:1-8) Now while the day of the Festival of Pentecost was in progress, they were all together at the same place. 2 Suddenly there was a noise from heaven, just like that of a rushing, stiff breeze, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And tongues as if of fire became visible to them and were distributed, and one came to rest on each one of them, 4 and they all became filled with holy spirit and started to speak in different languages,* just as the spirit enabled them to speak. 5 At that time devout Jews from every nation under heaven were staying in Jerusalem. 6 So when this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Indeed, they were utterly amazed and said: “See here, all these who are speaking are Gal·i·leʹans, are they not? 8 How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language?*

Or “tongues.”
Or “the language of his birth?”


^ par. 1 (Acts 2:12) Yes, they were all astonished and perplexed, saying to one another: “What does this mean?”



^ par. 1 (Acts 2:15-17) These people are, in fact, not drunk, as you suppose, for it is the third hour of the day.* 16 On the contrary, this is what was said through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘“And in the last days,” God says, “I will pour out some of my spirit on every sort of flesh, and your sons and your daughters will prophesy and your young men will see visions and your old men will dream dreams,

That is, about 9:00 a.m.


^ par. 1 (Col. 1:23) provided, of course, that you continue in the faith, established on the foundation and steadfast, not being shifted away from the hope of that good news that you heard and that was preached in all creation under heaven. Of this good news I, Paul, became a minister.



^ par. 2 (Acts 2:9-11) Parʹthi·ans, Medes, and Eʹlam·ites, the inhabitants of Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, Ju·deʹa and Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Ponʹtus and the province of Asia, 10 Phrygʹi·a and Pam·phylʹi·a, Egypt and the regions of Libʹy·a near Cy·reʹne, sojourners from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Creʹtans, and Arabians—we hear them speaking in our languages about the magnificent things of God.”



^ par. 2 (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 2 (2 Tim. 2:2) and the things you heard from me that were supported by many witnesses, these things entrust to faithful men, who, in turn, will be adequately qualified to teach others.



^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”


^ par. 3 (Matt. 13:18, 19) “Now listen to the illustration of the man who sowed. 19 Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road.



^ par. 3 (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ par. 3 (Acts 17:2, 3) So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.”



^ par. 7 (Jer. 1:6-9) But I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! I do not know how to speak, for I am just a boy.”*  7 Jehovah then said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am just a boy.’ For you must go to all those to whom I send you, And you should say everything that I command you.  8 Do not be afraid because of their appearance, For ‘I am with you to save you,’ declares Jehovah.” 9 Then Jehovah stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. And Jehovah said to me: “I have put my words in your mouth.

Or “young person.”






^ par. 2 In the past decade alone, Jehovah’s people have produced more than 20 billion Bible-based publications. In addition, our Web site, jw.org, is now available to the more than 2.7 billion people worldwide who access the Internet.









^ ***kr p. 79 Tools for Preaching—Producing Literature for the Worldwide Field***

GOOD NEWS IN MORE THAN 670 TONGUES


IN 2000, the Governing Body authorized an unprecedented training program for all translation teams worldwide. The first step was the development of a three-month course on English comprehension, which was presented by 25 instructors to 1,944 translators, who were working in 182 language teams. This course helped translators gain a complete understanding of the English text before starting to translate it. Besides dealing with aspects of the English language, the course taught translators how to analyze the text and be aware of such features as its structure, tone, style, purpose, and intended audience.

A second course was developed in 2001 by a pool of experienced translators. This course focuses on specific translation techniques. All the translation teams around the world have now been put through this training program.

In addition to organizing the training courses, the Governing Body established a Translator Help Desk. Whenever a translation team needs help in understanding the source text or is not sure about how a translation technique should be applied in a specific case, they can electronically submit their question to this desk. When the question raised is editorial in nature, the Translator Help Desk consults with the compiler, or main editor, of the publication. Once a question is answered, it automatically becomes available not just to the team that originated it but to all translation teams around the world that are working on that same publication. The answer is stored in a database that any translator can easily access. In that way, any team facing similar translation problems can benefit from the direction given.

How has this training helped the translators? One said: “The training we have received grants us the freedom to explore techniques for handling the original text, but it also sets reasonable boundaries that prevent us from taking over the role of the writer. Now we feel like fully equipped explorers ready to take on a challenge every day, knowing well where to go, what alternate routes to take, and when to stop.”

As of 2013, more than 2,700 translators were working in over 190 locations to help spread the good news in more than 670 tongues. This remarkable work is possible only because it has the backing of the King Jesus Christ.—Matt. 28:19, 20; Rev. 14:6.







^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”








^ ***sjj song 68 Sowing Kingdom Seed***


SONG 68

Sowing Kingdom Seed


(Matthew 13:4-8)


	1. Come share in the work of our Master;

Respond to his call and obey.

He offers to help and to guide you;

His teaching will show you the way.

The seed of the truth has power to grow

In hearts that are honest and true.

So give of your best as you faithfully share

In the work you’ve been given to do.



	2. How much of your work is successful

May often depend much on you.

Those hearing will need your assistance

To learn and to love what is true.

So help them to deal with pressures and doubts

They’re certain to face on their way.

The seed of the truth will bring joy when you see

How it grows in their heart day by day.







(See also Matt. 13:19-23; 22:37.)





^ (Matt. 13:4-8) As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 8 Still others fell on the fine soil, and they began to yield fruit, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.



^ (Matt. 13:19-23) Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road. 20 As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled. 22 As for the one sown among the thorns, this is the one hearing the word, but the anxiety of this system of things* and the deceptive power of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of it, who really does bear fruit and produces, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.”

Or “this age.” See Glossary.


^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.














^ (Isa. 47:1-51:23) Come down and sit in the dust, O virgin daughter of Babylon. Sit down on the ground where there is no throne, O daughter of the Chal·deʹans, For never again will people call you delicate and pampered.  2 Take a hand mill and grind flour. Remove your veil. Strip off your skirt, uncover your legs. Cross over the rivers.  3 Your nakedness will be uncovered. Your shame will be exposed. I will take vengeance, and no man will stand in my way.*  4 “The One repurchasing us —Jehovah of armies is his name— Is the Holy One of Israel.”  5 Sit there silently and go into darkness, O daughter of the Chal·deʹans; No more will they call you Mistress* of Kingdoms.  6 I grew indignant at my people. I profaned my inheritance, And I gave them into your hand. But you showed them no mercy. Even on the elderly you placed a heavy yoke.  7 You said: “I will always be the Mistress,* forever.” You did not take these things to heart; You did not consider how the matter would end.  8 Now hear this, O lover of pleasure, Who sits in security, who says in her heart: “I am the one, and there is no one else. I will not become a widow. I will never know the loss of children.”  9 But these two things will come upon you suddenly, in one day: Loss of children and widowhood. In full measure they will come upon you Because of* your many sorceries and all your powerful spells. 10 You trusted in your wickedness. You said: “No one sees me.” Your wisdom and knowledge are what led you astray, And you say in your heart: “I am the one, and there is no one else.” 11 But calamity will come upon you, And none of your charms will stop it.* Adversity will befall you; you will not be able to avert it. Sudden ruin will come upon you like you have never known. 12 Go ahead, then, with your spells and your many sorceries, With which you have toiled from your youth. Perhaps you may be able to benefit; Perhaps you may strike people with awe. 13 You have grown weary with the multitude of your advisers. Let them stand up now and save you, Those who worship the heavens,* who gaze at the stars, Those giving out knowledge at the new moons About the things that will come upon you. 14 Look! They are like stubble. A fire will burn them up. They cannot save themselves* from the power of the flame. These are not charcoals for keeping warm, And this is not a fire to sit in front of. 15 So your charmers will become to you, Those with whom you toiled from your youth. They will wander, each one in his own direction.* There will be no one to save you. 
48 Hear this, O house of Jacob, You who call yourselves by the name of Israel And who have come from the waters of* Judah, You who swear by the name of Jehovah And who call on the God of Israel, Though not in truth and righteousness.  2 For they call themselves after the holy city And seek the support of the God of Israel, Whose name is Jehovah of armies.  3 “The former* things I told you long ago. From my own mouth they went out, And I made them known. Suddenly I took action, and they came about.  4 Because I knew how stubborn you are —That your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead is copper—  5 I told you long ago. Before it came about, I caused you to hear it, So that you could not say, ‘My idol did this; My carved image and my metal image* commanded this.’  6 You have heard and seen all of this. Will you not declare it? From now on I am announcing new things to you, Guarded secrets that you have not known.  7 Only now are they being created, and not long ago, Things that you never heard before today, So that you cannot say, ‘Look! I already know them.’  8 No, you have not heard, you have not known, And in the past your ears were not opened. For I know that you are very treacherous, And you have been called a transgressor from birth.  9 But for the sake of my name I will hold back my anger; For my own praise I will restrain myself toward you, And I will not do away with you. 10 Look! I have refined you, but not in the form of silver. I have tested* you in the smelting furnace of affliction. 11 For my own sake, for my own sake I will act, For how could I let myself be profaned? I give my glory to no one else.* 12 Listen to me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I have called. I am the same One. I am the first; I am also the last. 13 My own hand laid the foundation of the earth, And my right hand spread out the heavens. When I call to them, they stand up together. 14 Gather together, all of you, and listen. Who among them has announced these things? Jehovah has loved him. He will carry out his delight against Babylon, And his arm will come against the Chal·deʹans. 15 I myself have spoken, and I have called him. I have brought him, and his way will be successful. 16 Come near to me, and hear this. From the very start I have not spoken in secret. From the time it happened I was there.” And now the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sent me, and* his spirit. 17 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea. 19 Your offspring* would be as many as the sand And your descendants as its grains. Their name would never be cut off or annihilated from before me.” 20 Go out from Babylon! Flee from the Chal·deʹans! Announce it with a joyful cry! Proclaim it! Make it known to the ends of the earth. Say: “Jehovah has repurchased his servant Jacob. 21 They did not become thirsty when he led them through devastated places. He caused water to flow out of the rock for them; He split a rock and made water gush out.” 22 “There is no peace,” says Jehovah, “for the wicked.” 
49 Listen to me, you islands, And pay attention, you faraway nations. Jehovah has called me before I was born.* From the time I was in my mother’s womb he has made mention of my name.  2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; He has hidden me in the shadow of his hand. He made me a polished arrow; He concealed me in his quiver.  3 He said to me: “You are my servant, O Israel, Through whom I will show my splendor.”  4 But I said: “I have toiled for nothing. I used up my strength for an unreality, in vain. But surely my judgment is with Jehovah,* And my wages* with my God.”  5 And now Jehovah, the One who formed me from the womb as his servant, Has said for me to bring Jacob back to him, So that Israel may be gathered to him. I will be glorified in the eyes of Jehovah, And my God will have become my strength.  6 And he said: “It is not enough that you are my servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob And to bring back those who were preserved of Israel. I have also given you as a light of nations, So that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.” 7 This is what Jehovah, the Repurchaser of Israel, his Holy One, says to the one who is despised,* to the one who is detested by the nation, to the servant of rulers: “Kings will see and rise up, And princes will bow down Because of Jehovah, who is faithful, The Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”  8 This is what Jehovah says: “In a time of favor* I answered you, And in a day of salvation I helped you; I kept safeguarding you to give you as a covenant for the people, To rehabilitate the land, To cause them to possess their desolate inheritances,  9 To say to the prisoners, ‘Come out!’ And to those in the darkness, ‘Show yourselves!’ By the roadways they will feed, Along all the worn paths* will be their pastures. 10 They will not go hungry, nor will they thirst, Nor will scorching heat or the sun beat down on them. For the One who has mercy on them will lead them, And he will guide them by the springs of water. 11 I will make all my mountains into a road, And my highways will be raised up. 12 Look! These are coming from far away, And look! these from the north and from the west, And these from the land of Siʹnim.” 13 Shout for joy, you heavens, and rejoice, you earth. Let the mountains become cheerful with a joyful cry. For Jehovah has comforted his people, And he shows mercy to his own afflicted ones. 14 But Zion kept saying: “Jehovah has abandoned me, and Jehovah has forgotten me.” 15 Can a woman forget her nursing child Or have no compassion for the son of her womb? Even if these women forget, I would never forget you. 16 Look! On my palms I have engraved you. Your walls are always before me. 17 Your sons hurry back. Those who tore you down and devastated you will depart from you. 18 Raise your eyes and look all around. They are all gathering together. They are coming to you. “As surely as I am living,” declares Jehovah, “You will clothe yourself with all of them as with ornaments, And you will fasten them on yourself as a bride does. 19 Although your places were devastated and desolate and your land was in ruins, Now it will become too cramped for those dwelling there, And those who swallowed you down will be far away. 20 The sons born when you were bereaved will say in your hearing, ‘This place is too cramped for me. Make room for me to dwell here.’ 21 And you will say in your heart, ‘Who has fathered these for me, Since I am a woman bereaved of children and barren, Exiled and taken prisoner? Who has raised these? Look! I was left all alone, So where have these come from?’” 22 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! I will raise up my hand to the nations, And I will lift up my signal* to the peoples. They will bring your sons in their arms* And carry your daughters on their shoulders. 23 Kings will become caretakers for you, And their princesses will be your nurses. They will bow down to you with their faces to the ground And lick the dust of your feet, And you will have to know that I am Jehovah; Those hoping in me will not be put to shame.” 24 Can those already captured be taken from a mighty man, Or can the captives of the tyrant be rescued? 25 But this is what Jehovah says: “Even the captives of a mighty man will be taken away, And those captured by the tyrant will be rescued. I will oppose those who oppose you, And I will save your own sons. 26 I will make those who mistreat you eat their own flesh, And as with sweet wine, they will become drunk with their own blood. And all people* will have to know that I am Jehovah, Your Savior and your Repurchaser, The Powerful One of Jacob.” 
50 This is what Jehovah says: “Where is the divorce certificate of your mother, whom I sent away? Or to which of my creditors did I sell you? Look! It was because of your own errors you were sold, And because of your own transgressions your mother was sent away.  2 Why, then, was no one here when I came? Why did no one answer when I called? Is my hand too short to redeem, Or is there no power in me to rescue? Look! With my rebuke I dry up the sea; I make rivers a desert. Their fish rot for lack of water, And they die because of thirst.  3 I clothe the heavens with gloom, And I make sackcloth their covering.”  4 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has given me the tongue of those taught,* So that I may know how to answer* the tired one with the right word.* He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear to listen like the taught ones.  5 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has opened my ear, And I was not rebellious. I did not turn in the opposite direction.  6 I offered my back to those striking me And my cheeks to those who plucked them bare.* I did not hide my face from humiliating things and from spit.  7 But the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will help me. That is why I will not feel humiliated. That is why I have set my face like a flint, And I know that I will not be put to shame.  8 The One who declares me righteous is near. Who can accuse* me? Let us stand up together.* Who has a case against me? Let him approach me.  9 Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah will help me. Who will pronounce me guilty? Look! They will all wear out like a garment. A moth will eat them up. 10 Who among you fears Jehovah And listens to the voice of his servant? Who has walked in deep darkness, without any brightness? Let him trust in the name of Jehovah and support himself on* his God. 11 “Look! All of you who are igniting a fire, Making sparks fly, Walk in the light of your fire, Among the sparks you have set ablaze. This is what you will have from my hand: In sheer pain you will lie down. 
51 “Listen to me, you who are pursuing righteousness, You who are seeking Jehovah. Look to the rock from which you were hewn And to the quarry from which you were dug.  2 Look to Abraham your father And to Sarah who gave birth to you.* For he was only one when I called him, And I blessed him and made him many.  3 For Jehovah will comfort Zion. He will bring comfort to all her ruins, And he will make her wilderness like Eʹden And her desert plain like the garden of Jehovah. Exultation and rejoicing will be found in her, Thanksgiving and melodious song.  4 Pay attention to me, O my people, And give ear to me, my nation. For a law will go out from me, And my justice I will establish as a light to the peoples.  5 My righteousness draws near. My salvation will go out, And my arms will judge the peoples. In me the islands will hope, And for my arm* they will wait.  6 Raise your eyes to the heavens, And look at the earth below. For the heavens will disperse in fragments like smoke; The earth will wear out like a garment, And its inhabitants will die like gnats. But my salvation will be eternal, And my righteousness will never fail.*  7 Listen to me, you who know righteousness, The people with my law* in their heart. Do not be afraid of the taunts of mortal men, And do not be terrified because of their insults.  8 For a moth will eat them up just like a garment; The clothes moth* will devour them like wool. But my righteousness will last forever, And my salvation for all generations.”  9 Awake! Awake! Clothe yourself with strength, O arm of Jehovah! Awake as in the days of long ago, as in past generations. Was it not you who broke Raʹhab* to pieces, Who pierced the sea monster? 10 Are you not the one who dried up the sea, the waters of the vast deep? The one who made the depths of the sea a roadway for the repurchased ones to cross? 11 The redeemed ones of Jehovah will return. They will come to Zion with a joyful cry, And unending joy will crown them.* Exultation and rejoicing will be theirs, And grief and sighing will flee away. 12 “I myself am the One comforting you. Why should you be afraid of a mortal man who will die And of a son of man who will wither like green grass? 13 Why do you forget Jehovah your Maker, The One who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundation of the earth? And all day long you were in constant fear of the rage of the oppressor,* As though he were in a position to bring you to ruin. Where, now, is the rage of the oppressor? 14 The one bent over in chains will soon be set free; He will not die and go into the pit, Nor will his bread be lacking. 15 But I am Jehovah your God, Who stirs up the sea and makes its waves boisterous —Jehovah of armies is his name. 16 I will put my words in your mouth, And with the shadow of my hand I will cover you, In order to plant the heavens and to lay the foundation of the earth And to say to Zion, ‘You are my people.’ 17 Awake! Awake! Rise up, O Jerusalem, You who have drunk from the hand of Jehovah his cup of wrath. You have drunk the goblet; You have drained out the cup causing staggering. 18 Not one of all the sons whom she bore is there to guide her, And not one of all the sons whom she raised has taken hold of her hand. 19 These two things have befallen you. Who will sympathize with you? Destruction and devastation, hunger and sword! Who will comfort you? 20 Your sons have fainted. They lie down at every street corner* Like wild sheep in the net. They are full of the wrath of Jehovah, the rebuke of your God.” 21 So please listen to this, O woman afflicted and drunk, though not with wine. 22 This is what your Lord Jehovah says, your God who defends his people: “Look! I will take from your hand the cup causing staggering, The goblet, my cup of wrath; You will never drink it again. 23 I will put it into the hand of your tormentors, Those who said to you,* ‘Bow down so that we may walk over you!’ So you made your back like the ground, Like a street for them to walk on.”

Or possibly, “and I will not meet anyone kindly.”
Or “Queen.”
Or “Queen.”
Or possibly, “Despite.”
Or “And you will not know how to charm it away.”
Or possibly, “Those who divide the heavens; The astrologers.”
Or “their soul.”
Lit., “to his own region.”
Or possibly, “who are descended from.”
Lit., “first.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “examined.” Or possibly, “chosen.”
Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”
Or “along with.”
Or “for your own good.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “from the womb.”
Or “Jehovah will grant me justice.”
Or “reward.”
Or “despised in soul.”
Or “goodwill.”
Or possibly, “the bare hills.”
Or “signal pole.”
Lit., “bosom.”
Lit., “all flesh.”
Or “a well-trained tongue.”
Or possibly, “strengthen.”
Lit., “with a word.”
Or “who plucked the beard.”
Or “contend with.”
Or “face each other.”
Or “rely on.”
Or “brought you forth with labor pains.”
Or “power.”
Or “will not be shattered.”
Or “instruction.”
Or possibly, “The worm.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “be upon their head.”
Or “the one hemming you in.”
Lit., “at the head of all streets.”
Or “to your soul.”








^ (Isa. 52:1-57:21) Awake! Awake! Clothe yourself with strength, O Zion! Put on your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city! For no more will the uncircumcised and unclean one enter into you.  2 Shake off the dust, rise and take a seat, O Jerusalem. Loosen the bonds on your neck, O captive daughter of Zion.  3 For this is what Jehovah says: “You were sold for nothing, And without money you will be repurchased.”  4 For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “At first my people went down to Egypt to live there as foreigners; Then As·syrʹi·a oppressed them without cause.”  5 “What, then, should I do here?” declares Jehovah. “For my people were taken for nothing. Those ruling over them keep howling in triumph,” declares Jehovah, “And constantly, all day long, my name is treated with disrespect.  6 For that reason my people will know my name; For that reason they will know in that day that I am the One speaking. Look, it is I!”  7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”  8 Listen! Your watchmen raise their voice. In unison they shout joyfully, For they will see it clearly* when Jehovah gathers back Zion.  9 Become cheerful, shout joyfully in unison, you ruins of Jerusalem, For Jehovah has comforted his people; he has repurchased Jerusalem. 10 Jehovah has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; All the ends of the earth will see the acts of salvation* of our God. 11 Turn away, turn away, get out of there, touch nothing unclean! Get out from the midst of her, keep yourselves clean, You who are carrying the utensils of Jehovah. 12 For you will not depart in panic, Nor will you have to flee, For Jehovah will go ahead of you, And the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 13 Look! My servant will act with insight. He will be raised up high, He will be elevated and greatly exalted. 14 Just as there were many who stared at him in amazement —For his appearance was disfigured more than that of any other man And his stately form more than that of mankind— 15 So he will startle many nations. Kings will shut their mouths* before him, Because they will see what they had not been told And give consideration to what they had not heard. 
53 Who has put faith in the thing heard from us?* And as for the arm of Jehovah, to whom has it been revealed?  2 He will come up like a twig before him,* like a root out of parched land. No stately form does he have, nor any splendor; And when we see him, his appearance does not draw us to him.*  3 He was despised and was avoided by men, A man who was meant for* pains and was familiar with sickness. It was as if his face were hidden from us.* He was despised, and we held him as of no account.  4 Truly he himself carried our sicknesses, And he bore our pains. But we considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgression; He was crushed for our errors. He bore the punishment for our peace, And because of his wounds we were healed.  6 Like sheep we have all wandered about, Each has turned his own way, And Jehovah has caused the error of us all to meet up with him.  7 He was oppressed and he let himself be afflicted, But he would not open his mouth. He was brought like a sheep to the slaughter, Like a ewe that is silent before its shearers, And he would not open his mouth.  8 Because of restraint* and judgment he was taken away; And who will concern himself with the details of his generation?* For he was cut off from the land of the living; Because of the transgression of my people he received the stroke.*  9 And he was given a burial place* with the wicked, And with the rich* in his death, Although he had done no wrong* And there was no deception in his mouth. 10 But it was Jehovah’s will* to crush him, and he let him become sick. If you will present his life* as a guilt offering, He will see his offspring,* he will prolong his days, And through him the delight* of Jehovah will have success. 11 Because of his anguish,* he will see and be satisfied. By means of his knowledge the righteous one, my servant, Will bring a righteous standing to many people, And their errors he will bear. 12 For that reason I will assign him a portion among the many, And he will apportion the spoil with the mighty, Because he poured out his life* even to death And was counted among the transgressors; He carried the sin of many people, And he interceded for the transgressors. 
54 “Shout joyfully, you barren woman who has not given birth! Become cheerful and cry out for joy, you who never had birth pains, For the sons* of the desolate one are more numerous Than the sons of the woman with a husband,”* says Jehovah.  2 “Make the place of your tent more spacious. Stretch out the tent cloths of your grand tabernacle. Do not hold back, lengthen your tent cords, And make your tent pins strong.  3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left. Your offspring will take possession of nations, And they will inhabit the desolated cities.  4 Do not be afraid, for you will not be put to shame; And do not feel humiliated, for you will not be disappointed. For you will forget the shame of your youth, And the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.”  5 “For your Grand Maker is as your husband,* Jehovah of armies is his name, And the Holy One of Israel is your Repurchaser. He will be called the God of the whole earth.  6 For Jehovah called you as if you were an abandoned wife and grief-stricken,* Like a wife married in youth and then rejected,” says your God.  7 “For a brief moment I abandoned you, But with great mercy I will gather you back.  8 In a flood of indignation I hid my face from you for a moment, But with everlasting loyal love I will have mercy on you,” says your Repurchaser, Jehovah.  9 “This is like the days of Noah to me. Just as I have sworn that the waters of Noah will no more cover the earth, So I swear that I will no more become indignant toward you or rebuke you. 10 For the mountains may be removed And the hills may be shaken, But my loyal love will not be removed from you, Nor will my covenant of peace be shaken,” says Jehovah, the One having mercy on you. 11 “O afflicted woman, storm-tossed, uncomforted, I am laying your stones with hard mortar And your foundation with sapphires. 12 I will make your battlements of rubies, Your gates of sparkling stones,* And all your boundaries of precious stones. 13 And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant. 14 You will be firmly established in righteousness. You will be far removed from oppression, You will fear nothing and have no cause for terror, For it will not come near you. 15 If anyone should attack you, It will not be at my orders. Whoever makes an attack on you will fall because of you.” 16 “Look! I myself created the craftsman, Who blows on the charcoal fire, And his work produces a weapon. I myself also created the destructive man to bring ruin. 17 No weapon formed against you will have any success, And you will condemn any tongue that rises up against you in the judgment. This is the heritage* of the servants of Jehovah, And their righteousness is from me,” declares Jehovah. 
55 Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why do you keep paying out money for what is not bread, And why spend your earnings* for what brings no satisfaction? Listen intently to me, and eat what is good, And you* will find great delight in what is truly rich.*  3 Incline your ear and come to me. Listen, and you* will keep alive, And I will readily make with you an everlasting covenant In harmony with the expressions of loyal love to David, which are faithful.*  4 Look! I made him a witness to the nations, A leader and commander to the nations.  5 Look! You will call a nation that you do not know, And those of a nation who have not known you will run to you For the sake of Jehovah your God, the Holy One of Israel, Because he will glorify you.  6 Search for Jehovah while he may be found. Call to him while he is near.  7 Let the wicked man leave his way And the evil man his thoughts; Let him return to Jehovah, who will have mercy on him, To our God, for he will forgive in a large way.*  8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, And your ways are not my ways,” declares Jehovah.  9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For just as the rain and the snow pour down from heaven And do not return there until they saturate the earth, making it produce and sprout, Giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do. 12 For you will go out with rejoicing, And in peace you will be brought back. The mountains and the hills will become cheerful before you with a joyful cry, And the trees of the field will all clap their hands. 13 Instead of thornbushes the juniper tree will grow, And instead of the stinging nettle the myrtle tree will grow. And it will bring fame to* Jehovah, An everlasting sign that will never perish.” 
56 This is what Jehovah says: “Uphold justice, and do what is righteous, For my salvation will soon come And my righteousness will be revealed.  2 Happy is the man who does this And the son of man who holds fast to it, Who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it And who holds his hand back from any kind of evil.  3 The foreigner who joins himself to Jehovah should not say, ‘Jehovah will surely separate me from his people.’ And the eunuch should not say, ‘Look! I am a dried-up tree.’” 4 For this is what Jehovah says to the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths and who choose what I delight in and who hold fast to my covenant:  5 “I will give to them in my house and within my walls a monument and a name, Something better than sons and daughters. An everlasting name I will give them, One that will not perish.  6 As for the foreigners who join themselves to Jehovah to minister to him, To love the name of Jehovah And to be his servants, All those who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it And who hold fast to my covenant,  7 I will also bring them to my holy mountain And make them rejoice inside my house of prayer. Their whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar. For my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.” 8 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah, who is gathering the dispersed ones of Israel, declares: “I will gather to him others besides those already gathered.”  9 All you wild animals of the field, come to eat, All you wild animals in the forest. 10 His watchmen are blind, none of them have taken note. All of them are speechless dogs, unable to bark. They are panting and lying down; they love to slumber. 11 They are dogs with a voracious appetite;* They are never satisfied. They are shepherds who have no understanding. They have all gone their own way; Every last one of them seeks his own dishonest gain and says: 12 “Come, let me take some wine, And let us drink our fill of alcohol. And tomorrow will be like today, only far better!” 
57 The righteous one has perished, But no one takes it to heart. Loyal men are taken away,* With no one discerning that the righteous one has been taken away Because of* the calamity.  2 He enters into peace. They rest on their beds,* all who walk uprightly.  3 “But as for you, come closer, You sons of a sorceress, You children of an adulterer and a prostitute:  4 Whom are you making fun of? Against whom do you open your mouth wide and stick out your tongue? Are you not the children of transgression, The children of deceit,  5 Those who are inflamed with passion among big trees, Under every luxuriant tree, Who slaughter the children in the valleys,* Under the clefts of the crags?  6 With the smooth stones of the valley* is your portion. Yes, these are your lot. Even to them you pour out drink offerings and offer gifts. Should I be satisfied* with these things?  7 On a mountain high and lofty you prepared your bed, And you went up there to offer sacrifice.  8 Behind the door and the doorpost you set up your memorial. You left me and uncovered yourself; You went up and made your bed spacious. And you made a covenant with them. You loved sharing their bed, And you gazed at the male organ.*  9 You went down to Melʹech* with oil And with an abundance of perfume. You sent your envoys far off, So that you descended to the Grave.* 10 You have toiled in following your many ways, But you did not say, ‘It is hopeless!’ You found renewed strength. That is why you do not give up.* 11 Whom did you dread and fear So that you started to lie? You did not remember me. You took nothing to heart. Have I not kept silent and withdrawn?* So you showed no fear of me. 12 I will make known your ‘righteousness’ and your works, And they will not benefit you. 13 When you cry for help, Your collection of idols will not rescue you. A wind will carry all of them away, A mere breath will blow them away, But the one who takes refuge in me will inherit the land And will take possession of my holy mountain. 14 It will be said, ‘Build up, build up a road! Prepare the way! Remove any obstacle from the way of my people.’” 15 For this is what the High and Lofty One says, Who lives* forever and whose name is holy: “I reside in the high and holy place, But also with those crushed and lowly in spirit, To revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of those being crushed. 16 For I will not oppose them forever Or always remain indignant; For a man’s spirit would grow feeble because of me, Even the breathing creatures that I have made. 17 I was indignant at his sinful pursuit of dishonest gain, So I struck him, I hid my face, and I was indignant. But he kept walking as a renegade, following the way of his heart. 18 I have seen his ways, But I will heal him and lead him And restore* comfort to him and to his mourning ones.” 19 “I am creating the fruit of the lips. Continuous peace will be given to the one who is far away and the one who is near,” says Jehovah, “And I will heal him.” 20 “But the wicked are like the restless sea that cannot calm down, And its waters keep tossing up seaweed and mire. 21 There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.”

Or “eye to eye.”
Or “the victory.”
Or “will be speechless.”
Or possibly, “in what we heard?”
“Him” could refer to an observer in general or to God.
Or “there is no special appearance that we should desire him.”
Or “who understood.”
Or possibly, “He was like someone from whom people turned their faces.”
Or “oppression.”
Or “his manner of life?”
Or “was struck dead.”
Or “And one will give his burial place.”
Lit., “a rich man.”
Or “no violence.”
Or “But Jehovah took delight.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “will; good pleasure.”
Or “the trouble of his soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “children.”
Or “master.”
Or “master.”
Lit., “hurt in spirit.”
Or “of stones of fire.”
Or “children.”
Or “children.”
Or “inheritance.”
Or “hard-earned money.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “in fatness.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable.”
Or “will freely forgive.”
Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”
Or “will make a name for.”
Or “with a strong soul.”
That is, in death.
Or possibly, “From.”
That is, in the grave.
Or “wadis.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “Should I comfort myself.”
Possibly referring to idolatrous worship.
Or possibly, “the king.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “grow weary.”
Or “and hidden matters?”
Or “resides.”
Or “make compensation with.”


^ (Isa. 57:1-11) The righteous one has perished, But no one takes it to heart. Loyal men are taken away,* With no one discerning that the righteous one has been taken away Because of* the calamity.  2 He enters into peace. They rest on their beds,* all who walk uprightly.  3 “But as for you, come closer, You sons of a sorceress, You children of an adulterer and a prostitute:  4 Whom are you making fun of? Against whom do you open your mouth wide and stick out your tongue? Are you not the children of transgression, The children of deceit,  5 Those who are inflamed with passion among big trees, Under every luxuriant tree, Who slaughter the children in the valleys,* Under the clefts of the crags?  6 With the smooth stones of the valley* is your portion. Yes, these are your lot. Even to them you pour out drink offerings and offer gifts. Should I be satisfied* with these things?  7 On a mountain high and lofty you prepared your bed, And you went up there to offer sacrifice.  8 Behind the door and the doorpost you set up your memorial. You left me and uncovered yourself; You went up and made your bed spacious. And you made a covenant with them. You loved sharing their bed, And you gazed at the male organ.*  9 You went down to Melʹech* with oil And with an abundance of perfume. You sent your envoys far off, So that you descended to the Grave.* 10 You have toiled in following your many ways, But you did not say, ‘It is hopeless!’ You found renewed strength. That is why you do not give up.* 11 Whom did you dread and fear So that you started to lie? You did not remember me. You took nothing to heart. Have I not kept silent and withdrawn?* So you showed no fear of me.

That is, in death.
Or possibly, “From.”
That is, in the grave.
Or “wadis.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “Should I comfort myself.”
Possibly referring to idolatrous worship.
Or possibly, “the king.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “grow weary.”
Or “and hidden matters?”





^ ***sjj song 20 You Gave Your Precious Son***


SONG 20

You Gave Your Precious Son


(1 John 4:9)


	1. Jehovah, dear Father,

There seemed no hope for us.

The ransom has given

Hope to ev’ryone!

We give our lives to you,

Our best in all we do.

And we’ll tell others too,

That your will might be done.

(CHORUS)

You gave your precious Son,

And now we sing as one,

A song we’ll sing forever,

for giving us your precious Son.





	2. Your kindness, your mercy,

They draw us close to you.

Your great name, your friendship,

These we’ve come to love.

But something more than this

Is your most precious gift.

He died that we might live.

You sent him from above.

(CHORUS)

You gave your precious Son,

And now we sing as one,

A song we’ll sing forever,

for giving us your precious Son.



(ENDING)

Jehovah, dear Father, we pray in gratitude.

We offer our thanks for giving us your precious Son.









(See also John 3:16; 15:13.)





^ (1 John 4:9) By this the love of God was revealed in our case, that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we might gain life through him.



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (John 15:13) No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life* in behalf of his friends.

Or “soul.”








^ ***w09 1/15 p. 26 Jehovah’s Servant—“Pierced for Our Transgression”***

“Despised” and Held “as of No Account”

 3. Why should the Jews have welcomed Jesus, but how did they receive him?

3 Read Isaiah 53:3. Just imagine what it must have meant for the only-begotten Son of God to forgo the joy of serving at his Father’s side and come to earth to give his life in sacrifice to save mankind from sin and death! (Phil. 2:5-8) His sacrifice was to accomplish real forgiveness of sins, which the offering of animal sacrifices under the Mosaic Law only foreshadowed. (Heb. 10:1-4) Should he not have been welcomed and honored, at least by the Jews, who were awaiting the promised Messiah? (John 6:14) Instead, the Christ was “despised” by the Jews, and they “held him as of no account,” as Isaiah had prophesied. The apostle John wrote: “He came to his own home, but his own people did not take him in.” (John 1:11) The apostle Peter told the Jews: “The God of our forefathers . . . has glorified his Servant, Jesus, whom you, for your part, delivered up and disowned before Pilate’s face, when he had decided to release him. Yes, you disowned that holy and righteous one.”—Acts 3:13, 14.

 4. How did Jesus become acquainted with sickness?

4 Isaiah also prophesied that Jesus was meant to have “acquaintance with sickness.” During his ministry, Jesus certainly got tired on occasion, but there is no indication that he got sick. (John 4:6) He did, however, become acquainted with the sicknesses of those to whom he preached. He felt pity for them and healed many. (Mark 1:32-34) Jesus thus fulfilled the prophecy that states: “Truly our sicknesses were what he himself carried; and as for our pains, he bore them.”—Isa. 53:4a; Matt. 8:16, 17.

As if “Stricken by God”

 5. How did many of the Jews view Jesus’ death, and why did this add to his suffering?

5 Read Isaiah 53:4b. Many of Jesus’ contemporaries did not understand the reason for his suffering and death. They believed that God was punishing him, as if plaguing him with a loathsome disease. (Matt. 27:38-44) The Jews charged Jesus with blasphemy. (Mark 14:61-64; John 10:33) Of course, Jesus was neither a sinner nor a blasphemer. But in view of his great love for his Father, the very idea that he was to die accused of blasphemy must have added to his suffering as Jehovah’s Servant. Nevertheless, he was willing to submit to Jehovah’s will.—Matt. 26:39.



^ par. 3 (Isa. 53:3) He was despised and was avoided by men, A man who was meant for* pains and was familiar with sickness. It was as if his face were hidden from us.* He was despised, and we held him as of no account.

Or “who understood.”
Or possibly, “He was like someone from whom people turned their faces.”


^ par. 3 (Phil. 2:5-8) Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although he was existing in God’s form, gave no consideration to a seizure, namely, that he should be equal to God. 7 No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and became human.* 8 More than that, when he came as a man,* he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, yes, death on a torture stake.*

Lit., “came to be in the likeness of men.”
Lit., “when he was found in appearance as a man.”
See Glossary.


^ par. 3 (Heb. 10:1-4) For since the Law has a shadow of the good things to come, but not the very substance of the things, it* can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make those who approach perfect. 2 Otherwise, would not the sacrifices have stopped being offered, because those rendering sacred service once cleansed would have no consciousness of sins anymore? 3 On the contrary, these sacrifices are a reminder of sins year after year, 4 for it is not possible for the blood of bulls and of goats to take sins away.

Or possibly, “men.”


^ par. 3 (John 6:14) When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.”



^ par. 3 (John 1:11) He came to his own home, but his own people did not accept him.



^ par. 3 (Acts 3:13, 14) The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our forefathers, has glorified his Servant, Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned before Pilate, even though he had decided to release him. 14 Yes, you disowned that holy and righteous one, and you asked for a man who was a murderer to be given to you,



^ par. 4 (John 4:6) In fact, Jacob’s well was there. Now Jesus, tired out as he was from the journey, was sitting at the well.* It was about the sixth hour.*

Or “fountain; spring.”
That is, about 12:00 noon.


^ par. 4 (Mark 1:32-34) After evening had fallen, when the sun had set, the people began bringing to him all who were ill and demon possessed; 33 and the whole city was gathered right at the door. 34 So he cured many who were ill with various sicknesses, and he expelled many demons, but he would not let the demons speak, for they knew him to be Christ.*

Or possibly, “they knew who he was.”


^ par. 4 (Isa. 53:4) Truly he himself carried our sicknesses, And he bore our pains. But we considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted.



^ par. 4 (Matt. 8:16, 17) But after it became evening, people brought him many demon-possessed ones; and he expelled the spirits with a word, and he cured all who were suffering, 17 in order to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “He himself took our sicknesses and carried our diseases.”



^ par. 5 (Isa. 53:4) Truly he himself carried our sicknesses, And he bore our pains. But we considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted.



^ par. 5 (Matt. 27:38-44) Then two robbers were put on stakes alongside him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 And those passing by spoke abusively of him, shaking their heads 40 and saying: “You who would throw down the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are a son of God, come down off the torture stake!”* 41 In the same way also, the chief priests with the scribes and the elders began mocking him, saying: 42 “Others he saved; himself he cannot save! He is King of Israel; let him now come down off the torture stake,* and we will believe in him. 43 He has put his trust in God; let Him now rescue him if He wants him, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” 44 In the same way, even the robbers who were on stakes alongside him were reproaching him.

See Glossary.
See Glossary.


^ par. 5 (Mark 14:61-64) But he kept silent and made no reply at all. Again the high priest began to question him and said to him: “Are you the Christ the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 Then Jesus said: “I am; and you will see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 At this the high priest ripped his garments and said: “What further need do we have of witnesses? 64 You heard the blasphemy. What is your decision?”* They all condemned him as deserving of death.

Or “What do you think?”


^ par. 5 (John 10:33) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.”



^ par. 5 (Matt. 26:39) And going a little way forward, he fell facedown, praying: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass away from me. Yet, not as I will, but as you will.”









^ ***w09 1/15 p. 27 Jehovah’s Servant—“Pierced for Our Transgression”***

“Brought Just Like a Lamb to the Slaughtering”

10. (a) How did John the Baptizer describe Jesus? (b) Why did John’s words prove to be fitting?

10 Read Isaiah 53:7, 8. When John the Baptizer saw Jesus approaching, he exclaimed: “See, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) In speaking of Jesus as a Lamb, John may have had in mind the words of Isaiah: “He was being brought just like a lamb to the slaughtering.” (Isa. 53:7, ftn.) “He poured out his soul to the very death,” prophesied Isaiah. (Isa. 53:12) Interestingly, on the night when Jesus instituted the Memorial of his death, he gave a cup of wine to the 11 faithful apostles and stated: “This means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.”—Matt. 26:28.



^ par. 10 (Isa. 53:7, 8) He was oppressed and he let himself be afflicted, But he would not open his mouth. He was brought like a sheep to the slaughter, Like a ewe that is silent before its shearers, And he would not open his mouth.  8 Because of restraint* and judgment he was taken away; And who will concern himself with the details of his generation?* For he was cut off from the land of the living; Because of the transgression of my people he received the stroke.*

Or “oppression.”
Or “his manner of life?”
Or “was struck dead.”


^ par. 10 (John 1:29) The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and he said: “See, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!



^ par. 10 (Isa. 53:7) He was oppressed and he let himself be afflicted, But he would not open his mouth. He was brought like a sheep to the slaughter, Like a ewe that is silent before its shearers, And he would not open his mouth.



^ par. 10 (Isa. 53:12) For that reason I will assign him a portion among the many, And he will apportion the spoil with the mighty, Because he poured out his life* even to death And was counted among the transgressors; He carried the sin of many people, And he interceded for the transgressors.

Or “soul.”


^ par. 10 (Matt. 26:28) for this means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.









^ ***w09 1/15 p. 28 Jehovah’s Servant—“Pierced for Our Transgression”***

The Servant Brings “a Righteous Standing to Many”

13, 14. How has Jehovah’s Servant brought “a righteous standing to many”?

13 Read Isaiah 53:11, 12. Of his chosen Servant, Jehovah stated: “The righteous one, my servant, will bring a righteous standing to many people.” In what way? The end of verse 12 gives us a clue to the answer. “And for the transgressors he [the Servant] proceeded to interpose.” All of Adam’s descendants are born sinners, “transgressors,” and therefore receive “the wages sin pays,” namely, death. (Rom. 5:12; 6:23) Reconciliation between Jehovah and sinful man is necessary. Chapter 53 of Isaiah’s prophecy describes beautifully how Jesus ‘interposed,’ or interceded, on behalf of sinful mankind, stating: “The chastisement meant for our peace was upon him, and because of his wounds there has been a healing for us.”—Isa. 53:5.



^ par. 13 (Isa. 53:11, 12) Because of his anguish,* he will see and be satisfied. By means of his knowledge the righteous one, my servant, Will bring a righteous standing to many people, And their errors he will bear. 12 For that reason I will assign him a portion among the many, And he will apportion the spoil with the mighty, Because he poured out his life* even to death And was counted among the transgressors; He carried the sin of many people, And he interceded for the transgressors.

Or “the trouble of his soul.”
Or “soul.”


^ par. 13 (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ par. 13 (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.



^ par. 13 (Isa. 53:1-12) Who has put faith in the thing heard from us?* And as for the arm of Jehovah, to whom has it been revealed?  2 He will come up like a twig before him,* like a root out of parched land. No stately form does he have, nor any splendor; And when we see him, his appearance does not draw us to him.*  3 He was despised and was avoided by men, A man who was meant for* pains and was familiar with sickness. It was as if his face were hidden from us.* He was despised, and we held him as of no account.  4 Truly he himself carried our sicknesses, And he bore our pains. But we considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgression; He was crushed for our errors. He bore the punishment for our peace, And because of his wounds we were healed.  6 Like sheep we have all wandered about, Each has turned his own way, And Jehovah has caused the error of us all to meet up with him.  7 He was oppressed and he let himself be afflicted, But he would not open his mouth. He was brought like a sheep to the slaughter, Like a ewe that is silent before its shearers, And he would not open his mouth.  8 Because of restraint* and judgment he was taken away; And who will concern himself with the details of his generation?* For he was cut off from the land of the living; Because of the transgression of my people he received the stroke.*  9 And he was given a burial place* with the wicked, And with the rich* in his death, Although he had done no wrong* And there was no deception in his mouth. 10 But it was Jehovah’s will* to crush him, and he let him become sick. If you will present his life* as a guilt offering, He will see his offspring,* he will prolong his days, And through him the delight* of Jehovah will have success. 11 Because of his anguish,* he will see and be satisfied. By means of his knowledge the righteous one, my servant, Will bring a righteous standing to many people, And their errors he will bear. 12 For that reason I will assign him a portion among the many, And he will apportion the spoil with the mighty, Because he poured out his life* even to death And was counted among the transgressors; He carried the sin of many people, And he interceded for the transgressors.

Or possibly, “in what we heard?”
“Him” could refer to an observer in general or to God.
Or “there is no special appearance that we should desire him.”
Or “who understood.”
Or possibly, “He was like someone from whom people turned their faces.”
Or “oppression.”
Or “his manner of life?”
Or “was struck dead.”
Or “And one will give his burial place.”
Lit., “a rich man.”
Or “no violence.”
Or “But Jehovah took delight.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “will; good pleasure.”
Or “the trouble of his soul.”
Or “soul.”


^ par. 13 (Isa. 53:5) But he was pierced for our transgression; He was crushed for our errors. He bore the punishment for our peace, And because of his wounds we were healed.









^ ***w06 3/15 p. 11 “A Symbolic Drama” of Value to Us***

Whom, then, did “the free woman” Sarah and her son, Isaac, represent? Paul indicated that Sarah, the “barren woman,” symbolized God’s wife, the heavenly part of his organization. This heavenly woman was barren in that before Jesus came she had no spirit-anointed “children” on the earth. (Galatians 4:27; Isaiah 54:1-6) However, at Pentecost 33 C.E., holy spirit was poured out on a group of men and women who were thus born again as children of this heavenly woman. The children produced by this organization were adopted as sons of God and became joint heirs with Jesus Christ under a new covenant relationship. (Romans 8:15-17) One of these children, the apostle Paul, could write: “The Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.”—Galatians 4:26.



^ (Gal. 4:27) For it is written: “Be glad, you barren woman who does not give birth; break into joyful shouting, you woman who does not have birth pains; for the children of the desolate woman are more numerous than those of her who has the husband.”



^ (Isa. 54:1-6) “Shout joyfully, you barren woman who has not given birth! Become cheerful and cry out for joy, you who never had birth pains, For the sons* of the desolate one are more numerous Than the sons of the woman with a husband,”* says Jehovah.  2 “Make the place of your tent more spacious. Stretch out the tent cloths of your grand tabernacle. Do not hold back, lengthen your tent cords, And make your tent pins strong.  3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left. Your offspring will take possession of nations, And they will inhabit the desolated cities.  4 Do not be afraid, for you will not be put to shame; And do not feel humiliated, for you will not be disappointed. For you will forget the shame of your youth, And the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.”  5 “For your Grand Maker is as your husband,* Jehovah of armies is his name, And the Holy One of Israel is your Repurchaser. He will be called the God of the whole earth.  6 For Jehovah called you as if you were an abandoned wife and grief-stricken,* Like a wife married in youth and then rejected,” says your God.

Or “children.”
Or “master.”
Or “master.”
Lit., “hurt in spirit.”


^ (Rom. 8:15-17) For you did not receive a spirit of slavery causing fear again, but you received a spirit of adoption as sons, by which spirit we cry out: “Abba,* Father!” 16 The spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 If, then, we are children, we are also heirs—heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ—provided we suffer together so that we may also be glorified together.

A Hebrew or an Aramaic word meaning “O Father!”


^ (Gal. 4:26) But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother.









^ ***w05 10/15 pp. 26-27 Cultivate Genuine Humility***

The Greatest Example of Humility

 3. How does the Supreme Ruler treat his human subjects?

3 Jehovah is unsearchably great and lofty, yet “his eyes are roving about through all the earth to show his strength in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward him.” (2 Chronicles 16:9) And what does Jehovah do when he finds lowly worshippers who are crushed in spirit as a result of various trials? In a sense, he “is residing” with such ones by means of his holy spirit “to revive the spirit of the lowly ones and to revive the heart of the ones being crushed.” (Isaiah 57:15) Thus, his revived worshippers are better able to resume serving him with rejoicing. What humility on God’s part!



^ par. 3 (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”


^ par. 3 (Isa. 57:15) For this is what the High and Lofty One says, Who lives* forever and whose name is holy: “I reside in the high and holy place, But also with those crushed and lowly in spirit, To revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of those being crushed.

Or “resides.”








^ ***lf pp. 30-31 Is It Reasonable to Believe the Bible?***

Question 5

Is It Reasonable to Believe the Bible?

Have you ever been misled about a person? Maybe you heard others talk about him or quote him. You expected to dislike him—only to find, on getting to know him, that he had been misrepresented. Many have had such an experience regarding the Bible.

More than a few educated people take a dim view of the Bible. Can you understand why? That book is often represented or quoted in such a way that it sounds unreasonable, unscientific, or just plain wrong. Is it possible that the Bible has been misrepresented?

In the course of reading this brochure, were you surprised to learn that what the Bible says is scientifically accurate? Many people are. They are equally surprised to learn that the Bible does not say some of the things that many religions claim that it says. Some say, for example, that the Bible teaches that God made the universe and all life in it within six 24-hour days. In fact, there is nothing in the Bible that contradicts scientists’ various estimates on the age of the universe or the earth.*

Furthermore, the Bible’s brief outline of how God brought life into being on this planet leaves ample room for scientific inquiry and theory. The Bible does state that God created all life and that living things are made “according to their kinds.” (Genesis 1:11, 21, 24) These statements may be at odds with certain scientific theories, but not with established scientific fact. The history of science shows that theories come and go; the facts remain.

There are many people, though, who hesitate to investigate the Bible because they are disillusioned with religion. They look at organized religion and see hypocrisy, corruption, warmongering. But is it fair to judge the Bible by the behavior of some who claim to represent it? Many humane and sincere scientists have been horrified by the way that some violent bigots have used the evolution theory to support their racist aims. Would it be fair to judge the theory of evolution on that basis? Surely it is better to investigate the theory’s claims and compare them with the available evidence.

We urge you to do the same with the Bible. You may be pleasantly surprised to learn how profoundly its teachings differ from those of most organized religions. Far from promoting wars and ethnic violence, the Bible teaches that God’s servants must repudiate war and even the hatred that leads to such violence. (Isaiah 2:2-4; Matthew 5:43, 44; 26:52) Far from advocating fanaticism and belief without evidence, the Bible teaches that evidence is essential to genuine faith and that the power of reason is an indispensable aid to serving God. (Romans 12:1; Hebrews 11:1) Far from squelching curiosity, the Bible encourages us to probe some of the most fascinating and challenging questions that humans have ever faced.

For example, have you ever wondered, ‘If there is a God, why does he allow wickedness?’ The Bible addresses that question, as well as many others, in a satisfying way.* We urge you to pursue your quest for truth. You can find answers that are fascinating, thrilling, reasonable—and based on convincing evidence. And that is no accident.

[Footnotes]

^ par. 5 For more information, see the brochure Was Life Created? published by Jehovah’s Witnesses.


^ par. 9 See chapter 11 of the book What Does the Bible Really Teach? published by Jehovah’s Witnesses.




^ (Gen. 1:11) Then God said: “Let the earth cause grass to sprout, seed-bearing plants and fruit trees according to their kinds, yielding fruit along with seed on the earth.” And it was so.



^ (Gen. 1:21) And God created the great sea creatures* and all living creatures* that move and swarm in the waters according to their kinds and every winged flying creature according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.

Or “monsters.”
Or “souls.”


^ (Gen. 1:24) Then God said: “Let the earth bring forth living creatures* according to their kinds, domestic animals and creeping animals* and wild animals of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.

Or “souls.”
Or “moving animals,” apparently including reptiles and forms of animal life different from the other categories.


^ (Isa. 2:2-4) In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it all the nations will stream.  3 And many peoples will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, To the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.  4 He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “correct matters.”


^ (Matt. 5:43, 44) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you,



^ (Matt. 26:52) Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.



^ (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^ (Heb. 11:1) Faith is the assured expectation of what is hoped for, the evident demonstration* of realities that are not seen.

Or “convincing evidence.”








^ ***bh pp. 14-15 What Is the Truth About God?***


16, 17. What may we learn about Jehovah from the following titles: (a) “the Almighty”? (b) “King of eternity”? (c) “Creator”?

16 We saw that Psalm 83:18 said of Jehovah: “You alone are the Most High.” Similarly, Jehovah alone is referred to as “the Almighty.” Revelation 15:3 says: “Great and wonderful are your works, Jehovah God, the Almighty. Righteous and true are your ways, King of eternity.” The title “the Almighty” teaches us that Jehovah is the most powerful being there is. His power is unmatched; it is supreme. And the title “King of eternity” reminds us that Jehovah is unique in another sense. He alone has always existed. Psalm 90:2 says: “From everlasting to everlasting, you are God.” That thought inspires awe, does it not?

17 Jehovah is also unique in that he alone is the Creator. Revelation 4:11 reads: “You are worthy, Jehovah our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.” Everything that you can think of—from the invisible spirit creatures in heaven to the stars that fill the night sky to the fruit that grows on the trees to the fish that swim in the oceans and rivers—all of it exists because Jehovah is the Creator!





^ par. 16 (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ par. 16 (Rev. 15:3) They were singing the song of Moses the slave of God and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and wonderful are your works, Jehovah* God, the Almighty. Righteous and true are your ways, King of eternity.

See App. A5.


^ par. 16 (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^ par. 17 (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.








^ ***sjj song 5 God’s Wondrous Works***


SONG 5

God’s Wondrous Works


(Psalm 139)


	1. O God, you know my rest and waking,

When I lie down and when I rise anew.

You search my thoughts, my inmost inclination,

The words I speak, the ways I walk,

you know them too.

You saw when I was made in secret,

My very bones not hidden from your sight.

You saw my form; its parts were down in writing.

I love the wonder of your ways

and praise your might.

Your knowledge, God, is wondrous, awe-inspiring;

Of this my soul is very well-aware.

If I should fear that darkness might enfold me,

Your spirit, God, would find me, even there.

Where could I hide from you, Jehovah,

Or be concealed, be hidden from your face?

Not in the Grave nor in the highest heaven,

Not in the dark nor in the sea;

there is no place.







(See also Ps. 66:3; 94:19; Jer. 17:10.)





^ (Ps. 139:0-24) For the director. Of David. A melody. 139 O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.  2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up. You discern my thoughts from afar.  3 You observe* me when I travel and when I lie down; You are familiar with all my ways.  4 There is not a word on my tongue, But look! O Jehovah, you already know it well.  5 Behind and before me, you surround me; And you lay your hand upon me.  6 Such knowledge is beyond my comprehension.* It is too high for me to reach.*  7 Where can I escape from your spirit, And where can I run away from your face?  8 If I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there, And if I were to make my bed in the Grave,* look! you would be there.  9 If I would fly away with the wings of the dawn To reside by the most remote sea, 10 Even there your hand would lead me And your right hand would take hold of me. 11 If I say: “Surely darkness will conceal me!” Then the night around me would become light. 12 Even the darkness would not be too dark for you, But night would be as bright as the day; Darkness is the same as light to you. 13 For you produced my kidneys; You kept me screened off* in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from you When I was made in secret, When I was woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes even saw me as an embryo; All its parts were written in your book Regarding the days when they were formed, Before any of them existed. 17 So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them! 18 If I try to count them, they outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you.* 19 O God, if only you would slay the wicked! Then the violent* men would depart from me, 20 Those who say things against you with evil intent;* They are your adversaries who take up your name in a worthless way. 21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Jehovah, And loathe those who revolt against you? 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; They have become real enemies to me. 23 Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts. 24 See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.

Lit., “measure.”
Or “is too amazing for me.”
Or “too much for me to fathom.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “wove me together.”
Or “My soul knows.”
Or possibly, “I would still be counting them.”
Or “bloodguilty.”
Or “according to their idea.”
Or “disquieting.”


^ (Ps. 66:3) Say to God: “How awe-inspiring your works are! Because of your great power, Your enemies will cringe before you.



^ (Ps. 94:19) When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^ (Jer. 17:10) I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, Examining the innermost thoughts,* To give to each one according to his ways, According to the fruitage of his works.

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”








^ ***kr pp. 81-84 Tools for Preaching—Producing Literature for the Worldwide Field***


 8. How can you allow Christ to train you?

8 Books. Since 1914, Jehovah’s people have produced over 100 different books that discuss Bible topics. Some of those books were specifically designed to train publishers to be effective ministers. Anna Larsen, in Denmark, who has been a publisher for some 70 years, says: “Jehovah helped us to be more effective publishers by means of the Theocratic Ministry School and the associated books we received. I remember that the first of those books was the Theocratic Aid to Kingdom Publishers, released in 1945. It was followed by “Equipped for Every Good Work,” published in 1946. Now we have Benefit From Theocratic Ministry School Education, published in 2001.” Certainly, the Theocratic Ministry School and related books have played a key role as Jehovah has “adequately qualified us to be ministers.” (2 Cor. 3:5, 6) Are you enrolled in the Theocratic Ministry School? Do you bring the Ministry School book to the meeting each week and follow along as the school overseer refers to it? If you do, you will be allowing Christ to train you to be a better teacher.—2 Cor. 9:6; 2 Tim. 2:15.

9, 10. What role have books played in planting and watering seeds of truth?

9 Jehovah has also assisted us by having his organization provide books that help publishers to explain basic Bible teachings. The Truth That Leads to Eternal Life was a particularly effective book. It was first published in 1968 and had an immediate impact. “Demand for the Truth book has been so heavy,” stated the November 1968 Kingdom Ministry, “that in September the Society’s Brooklyn factory added a special night shift.” The article went on to explain: “At one time during August the demand for Truth books exceeded the supply by over one and a half million copies!” By 1982, over 100 million copies of the book had been published in 116 languages. In the 14 years from 1968 to 1982, the Truth book helped to add over one million Kingdom publishers to our ranks.*

10 In 2005, another outstanding Bible study aid, What Does the Bible Really Teach?, was released. Some 200 million copies have already been published in 256 languages! With what effect? In just seven years, from 2005 to 2012, about 1.2 million people became publishers of the good news. During that same period, the number of people studying the Bible with us climbed from about 6 million to more than 8.7 million. Without a doubt, Jehovah is blessing our efforts to plant and water seeds of Kingdom truth.—Read 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7.

11, 12. In harmony with the cited scriptures, what audiences were our magazines designed to reach?

11 Magazines. Originally, the target audience for The Watch Tower was primarily the “little flock,” those with “the heavenly calling.” (Luke 12:32; Heb. 3:1) On October 1, 1919, Jehovah’s organization released another magazine, which was designed to appeal to a different audience, the public. That magazine became so popular with the Bible Students and the public that for many years its circulation was far greater than that of The Watch Tower. That magazine was first named The Golden Age. In 1937, the name was changed to Consolation. Then, in 1946, it became known as Awake!

12 Over the decades, the style and format of The Watchtower and the Awake! have changed, but the purpose has remained the same—to advertise God’s Kingdom and build faith in the Bible. Today, The Watchtower is produced in a study edition and a public edition. The “domestics” are the intended audience for the study edition—that is, both the “little flock” and the “other sheep.”* (Matt. 24:45; John 10:16) The public edition is prepared especially for those who do not yet know the truth but who have a respect for the Bible and for God. (Acts 13:16) Awake! focuses on those who know little about the Bible and the true God, Jehovah.—Acts 17:22, 23.

13. What do you find remarkable about our magazines? (Discuss the chart “World Records for Publications.”)

13 By the beginning of 2014, each month more than 44 million copies of Awake! and some 46 million copies of The Watchtower were published. Awake! was translated into some 100 languages, and The Watchtower, into over 200, which made them the most widely translated and distributed magazines on earth! As remarkable as those achievements are, they should not surprise us. These magazines contain the message that Jesus said would be preached in all the inhabited earth.—Matt. 24:14.





^ par. 8 (2 Cor. 3:5, 6) Not that we of ourselves are adequately qualified to consider that anything comes from us, but our being adequately qualified comes from God, 6 who has indeed adequately qualified us to be ministers of a new covenant, not of a written code, but of spirit; for the written code condemns to death, but the spirit makes alive.



^ par. 8 (2 Cor. 9:6) But as to this, whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.



^ par. 8 (2 Tim. 2:15) Do your utmost to present yourself approved to God, a workman with nothing to be ashamed of, handling the word of the truth aright.



^ par. 10 (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow.



^ par. 11 (Luke 12:32) “Have no fear, little flock, for your Father has approved of giving you the Kingdom.



^ par. 11 (Heb. 3:1) Consequently, holy brothers, partakers of the heavenly calling,* consider the apostle and high priest whom we acknowledge*—Jesus.

Or “invitation.”
Or “confess.”


^ par. 12 (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet* slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?

Or “wise.”


^ par. 12 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^ par. 12 (Acts 13:16) So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand, he said: “Men, Israelites and you others who fear God, listen.



^ par. 12 (Acts 17:22, 23) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are. 23 For instance, while passing along and carefully observing your objects of veneration,* I found even an altar on which had been inscribed ‘To an Unknown God.’ Therefore, what you are unknowingly worshipping, this I am declaring to you.

Or “more religious.”
Or “worship.”


^ par. 13 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.







^ par. 9 Some other Bible study aids that have helped publishers teach Bible truth are The Harp of God (published in 1921), “Let God Be True” (published in 1946), You Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth (published in 1982), and Knowledge That Leads to Everlasting Life (published in 1995).


^ par. 12 See the article “Who Really Is the Faithful and Discreet Slave?” paragraph 13, in the July 15, 2013, issue of The Watchtower, which discusses our clarified understanding of who make up the “domestics.”









^ ***kr p. 83 Tools for Preaching—Producing Literature for the Worldwide Field***

WORLD RECORDS FOR PUBLICATIONS


TOTAL NUMBER OF BOOKS PUBLISHED


	Bible




	All Bible translations (in whole or in part) combined


	Over 5 billion




	King James Version


	1 billion




	New International Version


	Over 400 million




	New World Translation


	Over 201 million




	Other books




	Quotations From Chairman Mao Tse-tung


	Estimated at more than 1 billion




	What Does the Bible Really Teach?


	Over 201 million







NUMBER OF LANGUAGES INTO WHICH A TEXT IS TRANSLATED


	Listen to God and Live Forever


	477




	Universal Declaration of Human Rights


	413




	Enjoy Life on Earth Forever!


	359




	Would You Like to Know the Truth? (tract)


	364







MOST PUBLISHED AND WIDELY TRANSLATED MAGAZINES


	The Watchtower


	45.9 million per month in 212 languages




	Awake!


	44.7 million per month in 99 languages




	AARP The Magazine


	22 million bimonthly in English only




	Liahona


	About 500,000; at times, nearly 50 languages









Source: Guinness World Records


Source: King James Bible Trust


Source: Biblica Fact Sheet


Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of January 2014


Source: Guinness World Records


Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of January 2014


Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of January 2014


Source: United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights Web site, as of October 2013


Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of January 2014


Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of January 2014


Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of January 2014


Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses, as of January 2014


Source: AARP


Published by the Mormons











^ ***sjj song 24 Come to Jehovah’s Mountain***


SONG 24

Come to Jehovah’s Mountain


(Isaiah 2:2-4)


	1. Raise your eyes up and see,

Far above the highest hill.

There stands Jehovah’s mountain

Lifted up in this day.

People come from afar,

Ev’rywhere from sea to sea,

Calling to one another,

‘Come serve God and obey.’

Now the time has arrived

For the small, a great nation to be.

As we grow and we thrive,

God’s direction and blessing we see.

Millions now come to God

And accept his sov’reignty.

Loyal they vow to be

And from his side never stray.



	2. Jesus gave the command

To go forth and preach the word.

Good news about the Kingdom

Reaches all men today.

Christ now rules from above,

Urging all to take his side.

Meek ones who hear his voice

Let God’s Word show them the way.

It brings joy to the heart,

As the great crowd continues to grow.

And we all have a part,

As we strive to let ev’ryone know.

Let us lift up the voice,

Calling out for all to hear,

‘Come to Jehovah’s mountain,

Here forever to stay.’







(See also Ps. 43:3; 99:9; Isa. 60:22; Acts 16:5.)





^ (Isa. 2:2-4) In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it all the nations will stream.  3 And many peoples will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, To the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.  4 He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “correct matters.”


^ (Ps. 43:3) Send out your light and your truth. May these lead me; May they guide me to your holy mountain and to your grand tabernacle.



^ (Ps. 99:9) Exalt Jehovah our God And bow down* before his holy mountain, For Jehovah our God is holy.

Or “worship.”


^ (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”



^ (Acts 16:5) Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.















^ (Isa. 52:1-57:21) Awake! Awake! Clothe yourself with strength, O Zion! Put on your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city! For no more will the uncircumcised and unclean one enter into you.  2 Shake off the dust, rise and take a seat, O Jerusalem. Loosen the bonds on your neck, O captive daughter of Zion.  3 For this is what Jehovah says: “You were sold for nothing, And without money you will be repurchased.”  4 For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “At first my people went down to Egypt to live there as foreigners; Then As·syrʹi·a oppressed them without cause.”  5 “What, then, should I do here?” declares Jehovah. “For my people were taken for nothing. Those ruling over them keep howling in triumph,” declares Jehovah, “And constantly, all day long, my name is treated with disrespect.  6 For that reason my people will know my name; For that reason they will know in that day that I am the One speaking. Look, it is I!”  7 How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”  8 Listen! Your watchmen raise their voice. In unison they shout joyfully, For they will see it clearly* when Jehovah gathers back Zion.  9 Become cheerful, shout joyfully in unison, you ruins of Jerusalem, For Jehovah has comforted his people; he has repurchased Jerusalem. 10 Jehovah has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; All the ends of the earth will see the acts of salvation* of our God. 11 Turn away, turn away, get out of there, touch nothing unclean! Get out from the midst of her, keep yourselves clean, You who are carrying the utensils of Jehovah. 12 For you will not depart in panic, Nor will you have to flee, For Jehovah will go ahead of you, And the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 13 Look! My servant will act with insight. He will be raised up high, He will be elevated and greatly exalted. 14 Just as there were many who stared at him in amazement —For his appearance was disfigured more than that of any other man And his stately form more than that of mankind— 15 So he will startle many nations. Kings will shut their mouths* before him, Because they will see what they had not been told And give consideration to what they had not heard. 
53 Who has put faith in the thing heard from us?* And as for the arm of Jehovah, to whom has it been revealed?  2 He will come up like a twig before him,* like a root out of parched land. No stately form does he have, nor any splendor; And when we see him, his appearance does not draw us to him.*  3 He was despised and was avoided by men, A man who was meant for* pains and was familiar with sickness. It was as if his face were hidden from us.* He was despised, and we held him as of no account.  4 Truly he himself carried our sicknesses, And he bore our pains. But we considered him as plagued, stricken by God and afflicted.  5 But he was pierced for our transgression; He was crushed for our errors. He bore the punishment for our peace, And because of his wounds we were healed.  6 Like sheep we have all wandered about, Each has turned his own way, And Jehovah has caused the error of us all to meet up with him.  7 He was oppressed and he let himself be afflicted, But he would not open his mouth. He was brought like a sheep to the slaughter, Like a ewe that is silent before its shearers, And he would not open his mouth.  8 Because of restraint* and judgment he was taken away; And who will concern himself with the details of his generation?* For he was cut off from the land of the living; Because of the transgression of my people he received the stroke.*  9 And he was given a burial place* with the wicked, And with the rich* in his death, Although he had done no wrong* And there was no deception in his mouth. 10 But it was Jehovah’s will* to crush him, and he let him become sick. If you will present his life* as a guilt offering, He will see his offspring,* he will prolong his days, And through him the delight* of Jehovah will have success. 11 Because of his anguish,* he will see and be satisfied. By means of his knowledge the righteous one, my servant, Will bring a righteous standing to many people, And their errors he will bear. 12 For that reason I will assign him a portion among the many, And he will apportion the spoil with the mighty, Because he poured out his life* even to death And was counted among the transgressors; He carried the sin of many people, And he interceded for the transgressors. 
54 “Shout joyfully, you barren woman who has not given birth! Become cheerful and cry out for joy, you who never had birth pains, For the sons* of the desolate one are more numerous Than the sons of the woman with a husband,”* says Jehovah.  2 “Make the place of your tent more spacious. Stretch out the tent cloths of your grand tabernacle. Do not hold back, lengthen your tent cords, And make your tent pins strong.  3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left. Your offspring will take possession of nations, And they will inhabit the desolated cities.  4 Do not be afraid, for you will not be put to shame; And do not feel humiliated, for you will not be disappointed. For you will forget the shame of your youth, And the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.”  5 “For your Grand Maker is as your husband,* Jehovah of armies is his name, And the Holy One of Israel is your Repurchaser. He will be called the God of the whole earth.  6 For Jehovah called you as if you were an abandoned wife and grief-stricken,* Like a wife married in youth and then rejected,” says your God.  7 “For a brief moment I abandoned you, But with great mercy I will gather you back.  8 In a flood of indignation I hid my face from you for a moment, But with everlasting loyal love I will have mercy on you,” says your Repurchaser, Jehovah.  9 “This is like the days of Noah to me. Just as I have sworn that the waters of Noah will no more cover the earth, So I swear that I will no more become indignant toward you or rebuke you. 10 For the mountains may be removed And the hills may be shaken, But my loyal love will not be removed from you, Nor will my covenant of peace be shaken,” says Jehovah, the One having mercy on you. 11 “O afflicted woman, storm-tossed, uncomforted, I am laying your stones with hard mortar And your foundation with sapphires. 12 I will make your battlements of rubies, Your gates of sparkling stones,* And all your boundaries of precious stones. 13 And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant. 14 You will be firmly established in righteousness. You will be far removed from oppression, You will fear nothing and have no cause for terror, For it will not come near you. 15 If anyone should attack you, It will not be at my orders. Whoever makes an attack on you will fall because of you.” 16 “Look! I myself created the craftsman, Who blows on the charcoal fire, And his work produces a weapon. I myself also created the destructive man to bring ruin. 17 No weapon formed against you will have any success, And you will condemn any tongue that rises up against you in the judgment. This is the heritage* of the servants of Jehovah, And their righteousness is from me,” declares Jehovah. 
55 Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why do you keep paying out money for what is not bread, And why spend your earnings* for what brings no satisfaction? Listen intently to me, and eat what is good, And you* will find great delight in what is truly rich.*  3 Incline your ear and come to me. Listen, and you* will keep alive, And I will readily make with you an everlasting covenant In harmony with the expressions of loyal love to David, which are faithful.*  4 Look! I made him a witness to the nations, A leader and commander to the nations.  5 Look! You will call a nation that you do not know, And those of a nation who have not known you will run to you For the sake of Jehovah your God, the Holy One of Israel, Because he will glorify you.  6 Search for Jehovah while he may be found. Call to him while he is near.  7 Let the wicked man leave his way And the evil man his thoughts; Let him return to Jehovah, who will have mercy on him, To our God, for he will forgive in a large way.*  8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, And your ways are not my ways,” declares Jehovah.  9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 For just as the rain and the snow pour down from heaven And do not return there until they saturate the earth, making it produce and sprout, Giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do. 12 For you will go out with rejoicing, And in peace you will be brought back. The mountains and the hills will become cheerful before you with a joyful cry, And the trees of the field will all clap their hands. 13 Instead of thornbushes the juniper tree will grow, And instead of the stinging nettle the myrtle tree will grow. And it will bring fame to* Jehovah, An everlasting sign that will never perish.” 
56 This is what Jehovah says: “Uphold justice, and do what is righteous, For my salvation will soon come And my righteousness will be revealed.  2 Happy is the man who does this And the son of man who holds fast to it, Who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it And who holds his hand back from any kind of evil.  3 The foreigner who joins himself to Jehovah should not say, ‘Jehovah will surely separate me from his people.’ And the eunuch should not say, ‘Look! I am a dried-up tree.’” 4 For this is what Jehovah says to the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths and who choose what I delight in and who hold fast to my covenant:  5 “I will give to them in my house and within my walls a monument and a name, Something better than sons and daughters. An everlasting name I will give them, One that will not perish.  6 As for the foreigners who join themselves to Jehovah to minister to him, To love the name of Jehovah And to be his servants, All those who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it And who hold fast to my covenant,  7 I will also bring them to my holy mountain And make them rejoice inside my house of prayer. Their whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar. For my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.” 8 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah, who is gathering the dispersed ones of Israel, declares: “I will gather to him others besides those already gathered.”  9 All you wild animals of the field, come to eat, All you wild animals in the forest. 10 His watchmen are blind, none of them have taken note. All of them are speechless dogs, unable to bark. They are panting and lying down; they love to slumber. 11 They are dogs with a voracious appetite;* They are never satisfied. They are shepherds who have no understanding. They have all gone their own way; Every last one of them seeks his own dishonest gain and says: 12 “Come, let me take some wine, And let us drink our fill of alcohol. And tomorrow will be like today, only far better!” 
57 The righteous one has perished, But no one takes it to heart. Loyal men are taken away,* With no one discerning that the righteous one has been taken away Because of* the calamity.  2 He enters into peace. They rest on their beds,* all who walk uprightly.  3 “But as for you, come closer, You sons of a sorceress, You children of an adulterer and a prostitute:  4 Whom are you making fun of? Against whom do you open your mouth wide and stick out your tongue? Are you not the children of transgression, The children of deceit,  5 Those who are inflamed with passion among big trees, Under every luxuriant tree, Who slaughter the children in the valleys,* Under the clefts of the crags?  6 With the smooth stones of the valley* is your portion. Yes, these are your lot. Even to them you pour out drink offerings and offer gifts. Should I be satisfied* with these things?  7 On a mountain high and lofty you prepared your bed, And you went up there to offer sacrifice.  8 Behind the door and the doorpost you set up your memorial. You left me and uncovered yourself; You went up and made your bed spacious. And you made a covenant with them. You loved sharing their bed, And you gazed at the male organ.*  9 You went down to Melʹech* with oil And with an abundance of perfume. You sent your envoys far off, So that you descended to the Grave.* 10 You have toiled in following your many ways, But you did not say, ‘It is hopeless!’ You found renewed strength. That is why you do not give up.* 11 Whom did you dread and fear So that you started to lie? You did not remember me. You took nothing to heart. Have I not kept silent and withdrawn?* So you showed no fear of me. 12 I will make known your ‘righteousness’ and your works, And they will not benefit you. 13 When you cry for help, Your collection of idols will not rescue you. A wind will carry all of them away, A mere breath will blow them away, But the one who takes refuge in me will inherit the land And will take possession of my holy mountain. 14 It will be said, ‘Build up, build up a road! Prepare the way! Remove any obstacle from the way of my people.’” 15 For this is what the High and Lofty One says, Who lives* forever and whose name is holy: “I reside in the high and holy place, But also with those crushed and lowly in spirit, To revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of those being crushed. 16 For I will not oppose them forever Or always remain indignant; For a man’s spirit would grow feeble because of me, Even the breathing creatures that I have made. 17 I was indignant at his sinful pursuit of dishonest gain, So I struck him, I hid my face, and I was indignant. But he kept walking as a renegade, following the way of his heart. 18 I have seen his ways, But I will heal him and lead him And restore* comfort to him and to his mourning ones.” 19 “I am creating the fruit of the lips. Continuous peace will be given to the one who is far away and the one who is near,” says Jehovah, “And I will heal him.” 20 “But the wicked are like the restless sea that cannot calm down, And its waters keep tossing up seaweed and mire. 21 There is no peace,” says my God, “for the wicked.”

Or “eye to eye.”
Or “the victory.”
Or “will be speechless.”
Or possibly, “in what we heard?”
“Him” could refer to an observer in general or to God.
Or “there is no special appearance that we should desire him.”
Or “who understood.”
Or possibly, “He was like someone from whom people turned their faces.”
Or “oppression.”
Or “his manner of life?”
Or “was struck dead.”
Or “And one will give his burial place.”
Lit., “a rich man.”
Or “no violence.”
Or “But Jehovah took delight.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “will; good pleasure.”
Or “the trouble of his soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “children.”
Or “master.”
Or “master.”
Lit., “hurt in spirit.”
Or “of stones of fire.”
Or “children.”
Or “children.”
Or “inheritance.”
Or “hard-earned money.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “in fatness.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable.”
Or “will freely forgive.”
Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”
Or “will make a name for.”
Or “with a strong soul.”
That is, in death.
Or possibly, “From.”
That is, in the grave.
Or “wadis.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “Should I comfort myself.”
Possibly referring to idolatrous worship.
Or possibly, “the king.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “grow weary.”
Or “and hidden matters?”
Or “resides.”
Or “make compensation with.”











^ (Isa. 58:1-62:12) “Call out full-throated; do not hold back! Raise your voice like a horn. Proclaim to my people their revolt, To the house of Jacob their sins.  2 They seek me day after day, And they express delight to know my ways, As if they were a nation that had practiced righteousness And had not abandoned the justice of their God. They ask me for righteous judgments, Delighting to draw close to God:  3 ‘Why do you not see when we fast? And why do you not notice when we afflict ourselves?’* Because on the day of your fast, you pursue your own interests,* And you oppress your laborers.  4 Your fasting ends in quarrels and fights, And you strike with the fist of wickedness. You cannot fast as you do today and have your voice heard in heaven.  5 Should the fast that I choose be like this, As a day for someone to afflict himself,* To bow down his head like a rush, To make his bed on sackcloth and ashes? Is this what you call a fast and a day pleasing to Jehovah?  6 No, this is the fast that I choose: To remove the fetters of wickedness, To untie the bands of the yoke bar, To let the oppressed go free, And to break in half every yoke bar;  7 It is to share your bread with the hungry, To bring the poor and homeless into your house, To clothe someone naked when you see him, And not to turn your back on your own flesh.  8 Then your light will shine through like the dawn, And your healing will spring up quickly. Your righteousness will go before you, And the glory of Jehovah will be your rear guard.  9 Then you will call, and Jehovah will answer; You will cry for help, and he will say, ‘Here I am!’ If you remove from among you the yoke bar And stop pointing your finger and speaking maliciously, 10 If you grant to the hungry what you yourself desire* And satisfy those who are afflicted,* Then your light will shine even in the darkness, And your gloom will be like midday. 11 Jehovah will always lead you And satisfy you* even in a parched land; He will invigorate your bones, And you will become like a well-watered garden, Like a spring whose waters never fail. 12 They will rebuild ancient ruins on your account, And you will restore the foundations of past generations. You will be called the repairer of the broken walls,* The restorer of roadways by which to dwell. 13 If because of the Sabbath you refrain* from pursuing your own interests* on my holy day And you call the Sabbath an exquisite delight, a holy day of Jehovah, a day to be glorified, And you glorify it rather than pursuing your own interests and speaking idle words, 14 Then you will find your exquisite delight in Jehovah, And I will make you ride on the high places of the earth. I will cause you to eat from* the inheritance of Jacob your forefather, For the mouth of Jehovah has spoken.” 
59 Look! The hand of Jehovah is not too short to save, Nor is his ear too dull* to hear.  2 No, your own errors have separated you from your God. Your sins have made him hide his face from you, And he refuses to hear you.  3 For your palms are polluted with blood And your fingers with error. Your lips speak lies, and your tongue mutters unrighteousness.  4 No one calls out for righteousness, And no one goes to court in truthfulness. They trust in unreality* and speak what is worthless. They conceive trouble and give birth to what is harmful.  5 They hatch the eggs of a poisonous snake, And they weave the cobweb of a spider. Anyone who eats their eggs would die, And the egg that is crushed hatches a viper.  6 Their cobweb will not serve as a garment, Nor will they cover themselves with what they make. Their works are harmful, And deeds of violence are in their hands.  7 Their feet run to do evil, And they hurry to shed innocent blood. Their thoughts are harmful thoughts; Ruin and misery are in their ways.  8 They have not known the way of peace, And there is no justice in their tracks. They make their roadways crooked; No one treading on them will know peace.  9 That is why justice is far away from us, And righteousness does not overtake us. We keep hoping for light, but look! there is darkness; For brightness, but we keep walking in gloom. 10 We grope for the wall like blind men; Like those without eyes we keep groping. We stumble at high noon as in evening darkness; Among the strong we are just like the dead. 11 We all keep growling like bears And cooing mournfully like doves. We hope for justice, but there is none; For salvation, but it is far away from us. 12 For our revolts are many before you; Each of our sins testifies against us. For our revolts are with us; We well know our errors. 13 We have transgressed and denied Jehovah; We have turned our backs on our God. We have spoken of oppression and revolt; We have conceived lies and muttered false words from the heart. 14 Justice is driven back, And righteousness stands far off; For truth* has stumbled in the public square, And what is upright is unable to enter. 15 Truth* has vanished, And anyone who turns away from bad is plundered. Jehovah saw this and was displeased,* For there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no man, And he was astonished that no one interceded, So his own arm brought about salvation,* And his own righteousness supported him. 17 Then he put on righteousness like a coat of mail And the helmet of salvation* on his head. He put on the garments of vengeance as his clothing And wrapped himself with zeal like a coat.* 18 He will reward them for what they have done: Wrath to his adversaries, retribution to his enemies. And to the islands he will repay their due. 19 From the sunset they will fear the name of Jehovah And from the sunrise his glory, For he will come in like a rushing river, Which the spirit of Jehovah drives along. 20 “To Zion the Repurchaser will come, To those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares Jehovah. 21 “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” says Jehovah. “My spirit that is on you and my words that I have placed in your mouth—they will not be removed from your mouth, from the mouth of your children,* or from the mouth of your grandchildren,”* says Jehovah, “from now on and forever.” 
60 “Arise, O woman, shed light, for your light has come. The glory of Jehovah shines on you.  2 For look! darkness will cover the earth And thick gloom the nations; But on you Jehovah will shine, And on you his glory will be seen.  3 Nations will go to your light And kings to your shining splendor.*  4 Raise your eyes and look all around you! They have all been assembled; they are coming to you. From far away your sons keep coming, And your daughters being supported on the hip.  5 At that time you will see and become radiant, And your heart will throb and overflow, Because the wealth of the sea will be directed to you; The resources of the nations will come to you.  6 Throngs of camels will cover your land,* Young male camels of Midʹi·an and Eʹphah. All those from Sheʹba—they will come; Gold and frankincense they will carry. They will proclaim the praises of Jehovah.  7 All the flocks of Keʹdar will be gathered to you. The rams of Ne·baʹioth will serve you. They will come on my altar with approval, And I will beautify my glorious house.*  8 Who are these that fly along like clouds, Like doves to their dovecotes?*  9 For in me the islands will hope; The ships of Tarʹshish are in the lead,* To bring your sons from far away, Along with their silver and their gold, To the name of Jehovah your God and to the Holy One of Israel, For he will glorify* you. 10 Foreigners will build your walls, And their kings will minister to you, For in my indignation I struck you, But in my favor* I will have mercy on you. 11 Your gates will be kept open constantly; They will not be closed by day or by night, To bring to you the resources of the nations, And their kings will take the lead. 12 For any nation and any kingdom that will not serve you will perish, And the nations will be utterly devastated. 13 To you the glory of Lebʹa·non will come, The juniper tree, the ash tree, and the cypress together, To beautify the place of my sanctuary; I will glorify the place for my feet. 14 The sons of those who oppressed you will come and bow down before you; All those treating you disrespectfully must bow down at your feet, And they will have to call you the city of Jehovah, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15 Instead of your being abandoned and hated, with nobody passing through, I will make you a source of everlasting pride, A cause for rejoicing throughout all generations. 16 And you will actually drink the milk of nations, At the breast of kings you will nurse; And you will certainly know that I, Jehovah, am your Savior, And the Powerful One of Jacob is your Repurchaser. 17 Instead of the copper I will bring in gold, And instead of the iron I will bring in silver, Instead of the wood, copper, And instead of the stones, iron; And I will appoint peace as your overseers And righteousness as your task assigners. 18 No more will violence be heard in your land Or destruction and ruin within your boundaries. And you will call your walls Salvation and your gates Praise. 19 For you the sun will no longer be a light by day, Nor will the shining of the moon give you light, For Jehovah will become to you an eternal light, And your God will be your beauty. 20 No more will your sun set, Nor will your moon wane, For Jehovah will become for you an eternal light, And the days of your mourning will have ended. 21 And all your people will be righteous; They will possess the land forever. They are the sprout that I planted, The work of my hands, for me to be beautified. 22 The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.” 
61 The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,  3 To provide for those mourning over Zion, To give them a headdress instead of ashes, The oil of exultation instead of mourning, The garment of praise instead of a despondent spirit. And they will be called big trees of righteousness, The planting of Jehovah, in order to glorify* him.  4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins; They will raise up the desolated places of the past, And they will restore the devastated cities, The places that lay desolate for generation after generation.  5 “Strangers will stand and shepherd your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers.  6 As for you, you will be called the priests of Jehovah; They will call you the ministers of our God. You will eat the resources of the nations, And about their glory* you will boast.  7 Instead of shame you will have a double portion, And instead of humiliation they will shout joyfully over their share. Yes, they will possess a double portion in their land. Everlasting rejoicing will be theirs.  8 For I, Jehovah, love justice; I hate robbery and unrighteousness. I will faithfully give them their wages, And I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their offspring* will be known among the nations And their descendants among the peoples. All who see them will recognize them, That they are the offspring* whom Jehovah has blessed.” 10 I will greatly exult in Jehovah. My whole being* will rejoice in my God. For he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has wrapped me with the robe* of righteousness, Just like a bridegroom who wears a turban like that of a priest, And like a bride who adorns herself with her ornaments. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts And as the garden makes what is sown in it sprout, So will the Sovereign Lord Jehovah Cause righteousness and praise to sprout before all the nations. 
62 For the sake of Zion I will not keep silent, And for the sake of Jerusalem I will not keep still Until her righteousness shines like a bright light And her salvation burns like a torch.  2 “The nations will see your righteousness, O woman, And all kings your glory. And you will be called by a new name, Which Jehovah’s own mouth will designate.  3 You will become a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, A royal turban in the palm of your God.  4 No more will you be called an abandoned woman, And your land will no longer be called desolate. But you will be called My Delight Is in Her, And your land will be called the Married One. For Jehovah will take delight in you, And your land will be as one married.  5 For just as a young man marries a virgin, Your sons will marry you. With the rejoicing of a bridegroom over a bride, Your God will rejoice over you.  6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have commissioned watchmen. Continuously, all day long and all night long, they should not be silent. You who make mention of Jehovah, Do not rest,  7 And do not give him any rest until he firmly establishes Jerusalem, Yes, until he makes her the praise of the earth.”  8 Jehovah has sworn an oath with his right hand, with his strong arm: “I will no longer give your grain as food to your enemies, Nor will foreigners drink your new wine, for which you have toiled.  9 But those gathering it will eat it and they will praise Jehovah; And those collecting it will drink it in my holy courtyards.” 10 Pass through, pass through the gates. Clear the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway. Rid it of stones. Raise up a signal* for the peoples. 11 Look! Jehovah has proclaimed to the ends of the earth: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look! Your salvation is coming. Look! His reward is with him, And the wage he pays is before him.’” 12 They will be called the holy people, those repurchased by Jehovah, And you will be called Sought After, a City Not Abandoned.

Or “our soul?”
Or “delight.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “your own soul desires.”
Or “the afflicted souls.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “the breach.”
Lit., “turn your foot back.”
Or “your own delights.”
Or “to enjoy.”
Lit., “heavy.”
Or “emptiness.”
Or “honesty.”
Or “honesty.”
Lit., “and it was bad in his eyes.”
Or “victory for him.”
Or “victory.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “of the seed of your seed.”
Or “to the brightness of your dawn.”
Lit., “you.”
Or “my house of beauty.”
Or “to the openings in the birdhouse?”
Or “as at the first.”
Or “beautify.”
Or “goodwill.”
Or “favor.”
Or “beautify.”
Or “riches.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “My soul.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”
Or “signal pole.”


^ (Isa. 62:1-12) For the sake of Zion I will not keep silent, And for the sake of Jerusalem I will not keep still Until her righteousness shines like a bright light And her salvation burns like a torch.  2 “The nations will see your righteousness, O woman, And all kings your glory. And you will be called by a new name, Which Jehovah’s own mouth will designate.  3 You will become a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, A royal turban in the palm of your God.  4 No more will you be called an abandoned woman, And your land will no longer be called desolate. But you will be called My Delight Is in Her, And your land will be called the Married One. For Jehovah will take delight in you, And your land will be as one married.  5 For just as a young man marries a virgin, Your sons will marry you. With the rejoicing of a bridegroom over a bride, Your God will rejoice over you.  6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have commissioned watchmen. Continuously, all day long and all night long, they should not be silent. You who make mention of Jehovah, Do not rest,  7 And do not give him any rest until he firmly establishes Jerusalem, Yes, until he makes her the praise of the earth.”  8 Jehovah has sworn an oath with his right hand, with his strong arm: “I will no longer give your grain as food to your enemies, Nor will foreigners drink your new wine, for which you have toiled.  9 But those gathering it will eat it and they will praise Jehovah; And those collecting it will drink it in my holy courtyards.” 10 Pass through, pass through the gates. Clear the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway. Rid it of stones. Raise up a signal* for the peoples. 11 Look! Jehovah has proclaimed to the ends of the earth: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look! Your salvation is coming. Look! His reward is with him, And the wage he pays is before him.’” 12 They will be called the holy people, those repurchased by Jehovah, And you will be called Sought After, a City Not Abandoned.

Or “signal pole.”





^ ***sjj song 57 Preaching to All Sorts of People***


SONG 57

Preaching to All Sorts of People


(1 Timothy 2:4)


	1. We really want to imitate our God,

To be impartial, as we know he is.

To save all sorts of people is his will;

He welcomes all to come and to be his.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	2. It doesn’t matter where they may be found

Or what at first they might appear to be.

What really counts is what they are at heart—

The inner self, the one Jehovah sees.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	3. Jehovah welcomes all who make the choice

To leave the world and all its ways behind.

This we have learned, and this we want to share,

And so we preach to people of all kinds.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”









(See also John 12:32; Acts 10:34; 1 Tim. 4:10; Titus 2:11.)





^ (1 Tim. 2:4) whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^ (John 12:32) And yet I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all sorts of men to myself.”



^ (Acts 10:34) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial,



^ (1 Tim. 4:10) This is why we are working hard and exerting ourselves, because we have rested our hope on a living God, who is a Savior of all sorts of men, especially of faithful ones.



^ (Titus 2:11) For the undeserved kindness of God has been manifested, bringing salvation to all sorts of people.









^ ***ip-2 p. 322 Righteousness Sprouts in Zion***

“The Year of Goodwill”

 4. Who is commissioned to tell good news in the first fulfillment of Isaiah 61:1, and who in the second?

4 Isaiah writes: “The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, for the reason that Jehovah has anointed me to tell good news to the meek ones. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to those taken captive and the wide opening of the eyes even to the prisoners.” (Isaiah 61:1) Who is the one commissioned to tell good news? Likely, in the first instance it is Isaiah, who is inspired by God to record good news for the captives in Babylon. However, Jesus pointed to the most important fulfillment when he applied Isaiah’s words to himself. (Luke 4:16-21) Yes, Jesus was sent forth to tell good news to the meek, and to this end he was anointed with holy spirit at his baptism.—Matthew 3:16, 17.



^ (Isa. 61:1) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,



^ par. 4 (Isa. 61:1) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,



^ par. 4 (Luke 4:16-21) He then went to Nazʹa·reth, where he had been brought up, and according to his custom on the Sabbath day, he entered the synagogue and stood up to read. 17 So the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him, and he opened the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 “Jehovah’s* spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to declare good news to the poor. He sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to send the crushed ones away free, 19 to preach Jehovah’s* acceptable year.” 20 With that he rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were intently fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them: “Today this scripture that you just heard is fulfilled.”

See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^ par. 4 (Matt. 3:16, 17) After being baptized, Jesus immediately came up from the water; and look! the heavens were opened up, and he saw God’s spirit descending like a dove and coming upon him. 17 Look! Also, a voice from the heavens said: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.”









^ ***ip-2 pp. 326-327 Righteousness Sprouts in Zion***

13 From Pentecost 33 C.E. onward, God planted similar “big trees of righteousness”—courageous anointed Christians—in the spiritual estate of his new nation, “the Israel of God.” (Galatians 6:16) Over the centuries, these “trees” have come to number 144,000, producing righteous fruitage to beautify, or bring glory to, Jehovah God. (Revelation 14:3) The final ones of these stately “trees” have flourished in the years since 1919, when Jehovah revived the remaining ones of the Israel of God from their temporary state of inactivity. By supplying them with an abundant supply of spiritual waters, Jehovah has produced a virtual forest of righteous, fruit-bearing trees.—Isaiah 27:6.

14, 15. What projects were undertaken by Jehovah’s released worshipers starting in (a) 537 B.C.E.? (b) 33 C.E.? (c) 1919?

14 Highlighting the work of these “trees,” Isaiah continues: “They must rebuild the long-standing devastated places; they will raise up even the desolated places of former times, and they will certainly make anew the devastated cities, the places desolate for generation after generation.” (Isaiah 61:4) Under the decree of King Cyrus of Persia, faithful Jews who returned from Babylon rebuilt Jerusalem and its temple, which had been left in a devastated condition for so long. Restoration projects would also mark the years following 33 C.E. and 1919.

15 In 33 C.E., Jesus’ disciples were greatly saddened by his arrest, trial, and death. (Matthew 26:31) However, their outlook changed when he appeared to them after his resurrection. And once holy spirit was poured out on them, they got busy with the work of preaching the good news, “both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) Thus they began to restore pure worship. In a similar way, from 1919 onward Jesus Christ caused the remnant of his anointed brothers to rebuild “places desolate for generation after generation.” For centuries the clergy of Christendom had failed to impart the knowledge of Jehovah, replacing it with man-made traditions and unscriptural doctrines. The anointed Christians cleaned out of their congregations practices that were tainted by false religion so that the restoration of true worship could go forward. And they began what would prove to be the greatest witnessing campaign that the world has ever known.—Mark 13:10.



^ par. 13 (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^ par. 13 (Rev. 14:3) And they are singing what seems to be a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders, and no one was able to master that song except the 144,000, who have been bought from the earth.



^ par. 13 (Isa. 27:6) In the coming days Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, And they will fill the land with produce.



^ par. 14 (Isa. 61:4) They will rebuild the ancient ruins; They will raise up the desolated places of the past, And they will restore the devastated cities, The places that lay desolate for generation after generation.



^ par. 15 (Matt. 26:31) Then Jesus said to them: “All of you will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered about.’



^ par. 15 (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part* of the earth.”

Or “to the ends.”


^ par. 15 (Mark 13:10) Also, in all the nations, the good news has to be preached first.









^ ***w12 12/15 p. 25 “Temporary Residents” United in True Worship***


5, 6. (a) What question regarding Isaiah 61:5, 6 might arise? (b) Who are “the priests of Jehovah” and “the foreigners” mentioned by Isaiah? (c) What do the two groups have in common?

5 On the other hand, someone may point to chapter 61 of the book of Isaiah, which contains a prophecy finding fulfillment in the Christian congregation. Verse 6 of that chapter mentions those who will serve as “priests of Jehovah.” Verse 5, though, mentions “foreigners” who would cooperate with and work with those “priests.” How is this to be understood?

6 We understand those “priests of Jehovah” to be anointed Christians who have a share “in the first resurrection” and who “will be priests of God and of the Christ, and will rule as kings with him for the thousand years.” (Rev. 20:6) In addition, there are many loyal Christians who have an earthly hope. These, though working with and associating closely with those who will serve in heaven, are foreigners, figuratively speaking. They happily support and work along with “the priests of Jehovah,” serving as their “farmers” and “vinedressers,” as it were. Yes, they help cultivate spiritual fruitage to God’s glory, nurturing and harvesting people. Indeed, both the anointed and the “other sheep” find and then lovingly shepherd honest individuals who are desirous of serving God forever.—John 10:16.





^ (Isa. 61:5, 6) “Strangers will stand and shepherd your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers.  6 As for you, you will be called the priests of Jehovah; They will call you the ministers of our God. You will eat the resources of the nations, And about their glory* you will boast.

Or “riches.”


^ par. 5 (Isa. 61:1-11) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,  3 To provide for those mourning over Zion, To give them a headdress instead of ashes, The oil of exultation instead of mourning, The garment of praise instead of a despondent spirit. And they will be called big trees of righteousness, The planting of Jehovah, in order to glorify* him.  4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins; They will raise up the desolated places of the past, And they will restore the devastated cities, The places that lay desolate for generation after generation.  5 “Strangers will stand and shepherd your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers.  6 As for you, you will be called the priests of Jehovah; They will call you the ministers of our God. You will eat the resources of the nations, And about their glory* you will boast.  7 Instead of shame you will have a double portion, And instead of humiliation they will shout joyfully over their share. Yes, they will possess a double portion in their land. Everlasting rejoicing will be theirs.  8 For I, Jehovah, love justice; I hate robbery and unrighteousness. I will faithfully give them their wages, And I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their offspring* will be known among the nations And their descendants among the peoples. All who see them will recognize them, That they are the offspring* whom Jehovah has blessed.” 10 I will greatly exult in Jehovah. My whole being* will rejoice in my God. For he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has wrapped me with the robe* of righteousness, Just like a bridegroom who wears a turban like that of a priest, And like a bride who adorns herself with her ornaments. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts And as the garden makes what is sown in it sprout, So will the Sovereign Lord Jehovah Cause righteousness and praise to sprout before all the nations.

Or “favor.”
Or “beautify.”
Or “riches.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “My soul.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”


^ par. 5 (Isa. 61:6) As for you, you will be called the priests of Jehovah; They will call you the ministers of our God. You will eat the resources of the nations, And about their glory* you will boast.

Or “riches.”


^ par. 5 (Isa. 61:5) “Strangers will stand and shepherd your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers.



^ par. 6 (Rev. 20:6) Happy and holy is anyone having part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no authority, but they will be priests of God and of the Christ, and they will rule as kings with him for the 1,000 years.



^ par. 6 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.









^ ***w15 7/15 pp. 9-11 Work to Enhance the Spiritual Paradise***


14, 15. What organizational adjustments were made in the 1970’s, and how have they proved beneficial?

14 Over the years, the older ones in our midst have personally experienced some of the organizational adjustments that have increased the beauty of the earthly part of Jehovah’s organization. They remember when congregations had a congregation servant rather than a body of elders, when countries had a branch servant rather than a Branch Committee, and when direction was given by the president of the Watch Tower Society rather than by a clearly established Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Although all these devoted brothers were supported by faithful assistants, one person was basically responsible for making decisions in the congregations, at the branch offices, and at world headquarters. During the 1970’s, adjustments were made to put the responsibility for oversight on groups of elders rather than on individuals.

15 Have these adjustments proved beneficial? Yes, and logically so. Why? Because the adjustments were based on increased knowledge about the pattern set in the Scriptures. Instead of having the influence of one individual dominate, the composite good qualities of all the “gifts in men” whom Jehovah has provided benefit the organization.—Eph. 4:8; Prov. 24:6.

16, 17. What recent adjustments have particularly impressed you, and why?

16 Think, too, of more recent adjustments, such as the changes in appearance, contents, and methods of distribution of our publications. What a pleasure it is to offer practical, appealing, and attractive literature in the ministry! And when we use the latest technology to spread the truth, such as by means of the jw.org website, we reflect Jehovah’s interest in providing people everywhere with the guidance most of them lack but so desperately need.

17 Not to be overlooked is the wisdom behind the adjustment that allowed us to have a Family Worship evening or more time for personal study. We also appreciate advances made in assembly and convention programs. We often say that they get better every year! And we certainly rejoice over the increased training being provided by our many theocratic schools. In all these adjustments, Jehovah’s hand is clearly seen. He progressively enhances the beauty of his organization and of the spiritual paradise that we enjoy even now!





^ par. 15 (Eph. 4:8) For it says: “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”



^ par. 15 (Prov. 24:6) By skillful direction* you will wage your war, And through many advisers* there is victory.*

Or “wise guidance.”
Or “counselors.”
Or “success; salvation.”








^ ***w07 1/15 p. 11 par. 5 Highlights From the Book of Isaiah—II***

Scriptural Questions Answered:

61:8, 9—What is the “indefinitely lasting covenant,” and who are the “offspring”? This is the new covenant that Jehovah has concluded with anointed Christians. The “offspring” are the “other sheep”—the millions who respond to their message.—John 10:16.



^ par. 5 (Isa. 61:8, 9) For I, Jehovah, love justice; I hate robbery and unrighteousness. I will faithfully give them their wages, And I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their offspring* will be known among the nations And their descendants among the peoples. All who see them will recognize them, That they are the offspring* whom Jehovah has blessed.”

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ par. 5 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.









^ ***bh p. 16 What Is the Truth About God?***


19. (a) How can we begin to draw close to God, and with what benefit? (b) What qualities of God are most appealing to you?

19 How can you draw close to God? To begin with, continue doing what you are doing now—learning about God. Jesus said: “This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.” (John 17:3) Yes, the Bible teaches that learning about Jehovah and Jesus leads to “everlasting life”! As already noted, “God is love.” (1 John 4:16) Jehovah also has many other beautiful and appealing qualities. For example, the Bible says that Jehovah is “a God merciful and compassionate, slow to anger and abundant in loyal love and truth.” (Exodus 34:6) He is “good and ready to forgive.” (Psalm 86:5) God is patient. (2 Peter 3:9) He is loyal. (Revelation 15:4) As you read more in the Bible, you will see how Jehovah has shown that he has these and many other appealing qualities.





^ par. 19 (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you,* the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.

Or “their taking in knowledge of you.”


^ par. 19 (1 John 4:16) And we have come to know and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in union with God and God remains in union with him.



^ par. 19 (Ex. 34:6) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,*

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ par. 19 (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ par. 19 (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.


^ par. 19 (Rev. 15:4) Who will not really fear you, Jehovah,* and glorify your name, for you alone are loyal? For all the nations will come and worship before you, because your righteous decrees have been revealed.”

See App. A5.








^ ***sjj song 66 Declare the Good News***


SONG 66

Declare the Good News


(Revelation 14:6, 7)


	1. The fullness of the Kingdom truth was long concealed.

The truth about the promised King is now revealed.

Jehovah in his mercy and his love of right

Considered man’s condition in his sinful plight.

He formed his purpose that his Son should rule the earth;

In God’s due time the Kingdom rule

would be brought to birth.

And that he might arrange to bring his Son a bride,

A little flock of chosen ones is glorified.



	2. The good news that we now declare was long foreknown.

Jehovah wills that in this time it would be shown.

Along with us, his angels take delight to share,

To aid us as the Kingdom truth we now declare.

We have the duty and the honor in these days

To sanctify his name

and give him his rightful praise.

We’re honored as his Witnesses that name to bear

With everlasting good news that we now declare.







(See also Mark 4:11; Acts 5:31; 1 Cor. 2:1, 7.)





^ (Rev. 14:6, 7) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people. 7 He was saying in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of judgment by him has arrived, so worship the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and the springs* of water.”

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”
Or “fountains.”


^ (Mark 4:11) He said to them: “To you the sacred secret of the Kingdom of God has been given, but to those outside all things are in illustrations,



^ (Acts 5:31) God exalted this one as Chief Agent and Savior to his right hand, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.



^ (1 Cor. 2:1) So when I came to you, brothers, I did not come with extravagant speech or wisdom declaring the sacred secret of God to you.



^ (1 Cor. 2:7) But we speak God’s wisdom in a sacred secret, the hidden wisdom, which God foreordained before the systems of things for our glory.









^ ***kr pp. 84-86 Tools for Preaching—Producing Literature for the Worldwide Field***


14. What have we zealously promoted, and why?

14 The Bible. In 1896, Brother Russell and his associates changed the name of the corporation they used to publish literature so that it included the word Bible; it became known as the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. That change was appropriate because the Bible has always been the primary tool for spreading the good news about the Kingdom. (Luke 24:27) In harmony with the legal corporation’s name, God’s servants have zealously promoted the distribution and reading of the Bible. For example, in 1926, we printed on our own presses The Emphatic Diaglott, a translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures produced by Benjamin Wilson. Beginning in 1942, we printed and distributed some 700,000 copies of the entire King James Version. Just two years later, we began printing the American Standard Version, which uses Jehovah’s name in 6,823 places. By 1950, we had distributed over 250,000 copies.

15, 16. (a) What do you appreciate about the New World Translation? (Discuss the box “Speeding Up Bible Translation.”) (b) How can you allow Jehovah to touch your heart?

15 The year 1950 saw the release of the New World Translation of the Christian Greek Scriptures. The complete New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures was released in one volume in 1961. This translation honors Jehovah by restoring his name to the locations where it appeared in the original Hebrew text. The divine name also appears 237 times in the main text of the Christian Greek Scriptures. To ensure that it is as accurate and readable as possible, the New World Translation has been revised several times, most recently in 2013. As of 2013, more than 201 million copies of the New World Translation have been published in whole or in part in 121 languages.

16 How have some responded to reading the New World Translation in their own language? A Nepali man said: “For many, the old Nepalese translation that we had was difficult to understand, since it used classical language. But now we can understand the Bible so much better, as it uses the language of everyday life.” When a woman in the Central African Republic began reading the Sango translation, she started to cry and said, “This is the language of my heart.” Like that woman, each of us can allow Jehovah to touch our heart by reading his Word every day.—Ps. 1:2; Matt. 22:36, 37.

Grateful for the Tools and Training

17. How can you show that you appreciate the tools and training that you receive, and what will be the result if you do so?

17 Do you appreciate the tools and progressive training that the King Jesus Christ has given us? Do you make time to read the literature God’s organization produces, and do you use it to help others? If so, you will relate to the comments of Sister Opal Betler, who was baptized on October 4, 1914. Opal said: “Through the years, my husband [Edward] and I used the phonograph and the testimony cards. We witnessed from house to house with books, booklets, and magazines. We went on campaigns and marches and distributed printed proclamations. Later we were trained to make back-calls [now referred to as return visits] and hold Bible studies in the homes of interested persons. It has been a busy and happy life.” Jesus promised that his subjects would be busy sowing, reaping, and rejoicing together. Millions like Opal can testify to the truthfulness of that promise.—Read John 4:35, 36.

18. What privilege do we have?

18 Many who are not yet servants of the King might consider God’s people to be “uneducated and ordinary.” (Acts 4:13) But just think! The King has caused his ordinary people to become a publishing powerhouse, producing some of the most widely translated and distributed publications in history! More important, he has trained and motivated us to use these tools to spread the good news to people of all nations. What a privilege we have to work with Christ in planting seeds of truth and harvesting disciples!





^ par. 14 (Luke 24:27) And starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures.



^ par. 16 (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ par. 16 (Matt. 22:36, 37) “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.


^ par. 17 (John 4:35, 36) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already 36 the reaper is receiving wages and gathering fruit for everlasting life, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.



^ par. 18 (Acts 4:13) Now when they saw the outspokenness* of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated* and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus.

Or “boldness.”
Or “unlettered,” that is, not educated in the rabbinic schools; not meaning illiterate.








^ ***kr chap. 8 Tools for Preaching—Producing Literature for the Worldwide Field***

SPEEDING UP BIBLE TRANSLATION


BY 1989, the New World Translation had been published, in whole or in part, in 11 languages. To help fill the growing need for the New World Translation, the Writing Committee of the Governing Body arranged for training courses to help translators approach the work systematically and efficiently. The MEPS Programming department developed a computer program called the Bible Translation System. This program does not translate the text, but it does help translators to organize their work and easily access reference material. Devoted translators, trainers, and support personnel have worked hard to help produce Bibles in language after language.

As a result of those efforts, by 2004 the New World Translation was available in over 50 languages! Just nine years later, in 2013, there were 121 language editions of the New World Translation available, and the number continues to grow.

TRANSLATION FIGURES


	


	LANGUAGES




	Year


	Complete New World Translation


	Christian Greek Scriptures





	1950


	0


	1




	1952


	0


	1




	1954


	1


	1




	1956


	1


	1




	1958


	1


	1




	1960


	1


	1




	1962


	1


	1




	1964


	1


	7




	1966


	1


	7




	1968


	4


	7




	1970


	5


	7




	1972


	6


	7




	1974


	7


	9




	1976


	7


	11




	1978


	7


	11




	1980


	7


	11




	1982


	8


	11




	1984


	8


	11




	1986


	9


	11




	1988


	9


	11




	1990


	9


	11




	1992


	10


	14




	1994


	10


	24




	1996


	12


	30




	1998


	16


	32




	2000


	23


	39




	2002


	29


	44




	2004


	32


	52




	2006


	40


	59




	2008


	47


	71




	2010


	61


	98




	2012


	63


	117










The Bible Translation System is now part of a program called Watchtower Translation System, which is used worldwide by thousands of translators.











^ ***kr chap. 8 Tools for Preaching—Producing Literature for the Worldwide Field***

How Real Is the Kingdom to You?


	  How does our translation work prove that we have the King’s backing?



	  What facts about our publications prove to you that the Kingdom is real?



	  What can you do to show appreciation for the tools that the King provides?














^ ***sjj song 96 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


SONG 96

God’s Own Book—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


	1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.



	2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.



	3. The time has come with reason for rejoicing:

Jehovah rules by his anointed King.

So now we preach the good news of the Kingdom

And share the hope of blessings it will bring.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.







(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness,

Or “correcting.”


^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”














^ (Isa. 58:1-62:12) “Call out full-throated; do not hold back! Raise your voice like a horn. Proclaim to my people their revolt, To the house of Jacob their sins.  2 They seek me day after day, And they express delight to know my ways, As if they were a nation that had practiced righteousness And had not abandoned the justice of their God. They ask me for righteous judgments, Delighting to draw close to God:  3 ‘Why do you not see when we fast? And why do you not notice when we afflict ourselves?’* Because on the day of your fast, you pursue your own interests,* And you oppress your laborers.  4 Your fasting ends in quarrels and fights, And you strike with the fist of wickedness. You cannot fast as you do today and have your voice heard in heaven.  5 Should the fast that I choose be like this, As a day for someone to afflict himself,* To bow down his head like a rush, To make his bed on sackcloth and ashes? Is this what you call a fast and a day pleasing to Jehovah?  6 No, this is the fast that I choose: To remove the fetters of wickedness, To untie the bands of the yoke bar, To let the oppressed go free, And to break in half every yoke bar;  7 It is to share your bread with the hungry, To bring the poor and homeless into your house, To clothe someone naked when you see him, And not to turn your back on your own flesh.  8 Then your light will shine through like the dawn, And your healing will spring up quickly. Your righteousness will go before you, And the glory of Jehovah will be your rear guard.  9 Then you will call, and Jehovah will answer; You will cry for help, and he will say, ‘Here I am!’ If you remove from among you the yoke bar And stop pointing your finger and speaking maliciously, 10 If you grant to the hungry what you yourself desire* And satisfy those who are afflicted,* Then your light will shine even in the darkness, And your gloom will be like midday. 11 Jehovah will always lead you And satisfy you* even in a parched land; He will invigorate your bones, And you will become like a well-watered garden, Like a spring whose waters never fail. 12 They will rebuild ancient ruins on your account, And you will restore the foundations of past generations. You will be called the repairer of the broken walls,* The restorer of roadways by which to dwell. 13 If because of the Sabbath you refrain* from pursuing your own interests* on my holy day And you call the Sabbath an exquisite delight, a holy day of Jehovah, a day to be glorified, And you glorify it rather than pursuing your own interests and speaking idle words, 14 Then you will find your exquisite delight in Jehovah, And I will make you ride on the high places of the earth. I will cause you to eat from* the inheritance of Jacob your forefather, For the mouth of Jehovah has spoken.” 
59 Look! The hand of Jehovah is not too short to save, Nor is his ear too dull* to hear.  2 No, your own errors have separated you from your God. Your sins have made him hide his face from you, And he refuses to hear you.  3 For your palms are polluted with blood And your fingers with error. Your lips speak lies, and your tongue mutters unrighteousness.  4 No one calls out for righteousness, And no one goes to court in truthfulness. They trust in unreality* and speak what is worthless. They conceive trouble and give birth to what is harmful.  5 They hatch the eggs of a poisonous snake, And they weave the cobweb of a spider. Anyone who eats their eggs would die, And the egg that is crushed hatches a viper.  6 Their cobweb will not serve as a garment, Nor will they cover themselves with what they make. Their works are harmful, And deeds of violence are in their hands.  7 Their feet run to do evil, And they hurry to shed innocent blood. Their thoughts are harmful thoughts; Ruin and misery are in their ways.  8 They have not known the way of peace, And there is no justice in their tracks. They make their roadways crooked; No one treading on them will know peace.  9 That is why justice is far away from us, And righteousness does not overtake us. We keep hoping for light, but look! there is darkness; For brightness, but we keep walking in gloom. 10 We grope for the wall like blind men; Like those without eyes we keep groping. We stumble at high noon as in evening darkness; Among the strong we are just like the dead. 11 We all keep growling like bears And cooing mournfully like doves. We hope for justice, but there is none; For salvation, but it is far away from us. 12 For our revolts are many before you; Each of our sins testifies against us. For our revolts are with us; We well know our errors. 13 We have transgressed and denied Jehovah; We have turned our backs on our God. We have spoken of oppression and revolt; We have conceived lies and muttered false words from the heart. 14 Justice is driven back, And righteousness stands far off; For truth* has stumbled in the public square, And what is upright is unable to enter. 15 Truth* has vanished, And anyone who turns away from bad is plundered. Jehovah saw this and was displeased,* For there was no justice. 16 He saw that there was no man, And he was astonished that no one interceded, So his own arm brought about salvation,* And his own righteousness supported him. 17 Then he put on righteousness like a coat of mail And the helmet of salvation* on his head. He put on the garments of vengeance as his clothing And wrapped himself with zeal like a coat.* 18 He will reward them for what they have done: Wrath to his adversaries, retribution to his enemies. And to the islands he will repay their due. 19 From the sunset they will fear the name of Jehovah And from the sunrise his glory, For he will come in like a rushing river, Which the spirit of Jehovah drives along. 20 “To Zion the Repurchaser will come, To those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares Jehovah. 21 “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” says Jehovah. “My spirit that is on you and my words that I have placed in your mouth—they will not be removed from your mouth, from the mouth of your children,* or from the mouth of your grandchildren,”* says Jehovah, “from now on and forever.” 
60 “Arise, O woman, shed light, for your light has come. The glory of Jehovah shines on you.  2 For look! darkness will cover the earth And thick gloom the nations; But on you Jehovah will shine, And on you his glory will be seen.  3 Nations will go to your light And kings to your shining splendor.*  4 Raise your eyes and look all around you! They have all been assembled; they are coming to you. From far away your sons keep coming, And your daughters being supported on the hip.  5 At that time you will see and become radiant, And your heart will throb and overflow, Because the wealth of the sea will be directed to you; The resources of the nations will come to you.  6 Throngs of camels will cover your land,* Young male camels of Midʹi·an and Eʹphah. All those from Sheʹba—they will come; Gold and frankincense they will carry. They will proclaim the praises of Jehovah.  7 All the flocks of Keʹdar will be gathered to you. The rams of Ne·baʹioth will serve you. They will come on my altar with approval, And I will beautify my glorious house.*  8 Who are these that fly along like clouds, Like doves to their dovecotes?*  9 For in me the islands will hope; The ships of Tarʹshish are in the lead,* To bring your sons from far away, Along with their silver and their gold, To the name of Jehovah your God and to the Holy One of Israel, For he will glorify* you. 10 Foreigners will build your walls, And their kings will minister to you, For in my indignation I struck you, But in my favor* I will have mercy on you. 11 Your gates will be kept open constantly; They will not be closed by day or by night, To bring to you the resources of the nations, And their kings will take the lead. 12 For any nation and any kingdom that will not serve you will perish, And the nations will be utterly devastated. 13 To you the glory of Lebʹa·non will come, The juniper tree, the ash tree, and the cypress together, To beautify the place of my sanctuary; I will glorify the place for my feet. 14 The sons of those who oppressed you will come and bow down before you; All those treating you disrespectfully must bow down at your feet, And they will have to call you the city of Jehovah, Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 15 Instead of your being abandoned and hated, with nobody passing through, I will make you a source of everlasting pride, A cause for rejoicing throughout all generations. 16 And you will actually drink the milk of nations, At the breast of kings you will nurse; And you will certainly know that I, Jehovah, am your Savior, And the Powerful One of Jacob is your Repurchaser. 17 Instead of the copper I will bring in gold, And instead of the iron I will bring in silver, Instead of the wood, copper, And instead of the stones, iron; And I will appoint peace as your overseers And righteousness as your task assigners. 18 No more will violence be heard in your land Or destruction and ruin within your boundaries. And you will call your walls Salvation and your gates Praise. 19 For you the sun will no longer be a light by day, Nor will the shining of the moon give you light, For Jehovah will become to you an eternal light, And your God will be your beauty. 20 No more will your sun set, Nor will your moon wane, For Jehovah will become for you an eternal light, And the days of your mourning will have ended. 21 And all your people will be righteous; They will possess the land forever. They are the sprout that I planted, The work of my hands, for me to be beautified. 22 The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.” 
61 The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,  3 To provide for those mourning over Zion, To give them a headdress instead of ashes, The oil of exultation instead of mourning, The garment of praise instead of a despondent spirit. And they will be called big trees of righteousness, The planting of Jehovah, in order to glorify* him.  4 They will rebuild the ancient ruins; They will raise up the desolated places of the past, And they will restore the devastated cities, The places that lay desolate for generation after generation.  5 “Strangers will stand and shepherd your flocks, And foreigners will be your farmers and your vinedressers.  6 As for you, you will be called the priests of Jehovah; They will call you the ministers of our God. You will eat the resources of the nations, And about their glory* you will boast.  7 Instead of shame you will have a double portion, And instead of humiliation they will shout joyfully over their share. Yes, they will possess a double portion in their land. Everlasting rejoicing will be theirs.  8 For I, Jehovah, love justice; I hate robbery and unrighteousness. I will faithfully give them their wages, And I will make an everlasting covenant with them.  9 Their offspring* will be known among the nations And their descendants among the peoples. All who see them will recognize them, That they are the offspring* whom Jehovah has blessed.” 10 I will greatly exult in Jehovah. My whole being* will rejoice in my God. For he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has wrapped me with the robe* of righteousness, Just like a bridegroom who wears a turban like that of a priest, And like a bride who adorns herself with her ornaments. 11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts And as the garden makes what is sown in it sprout, So will the Sovereign Lord Jehovah Cause righteousness and praise to sprout before all the nations. 
62 For the sake of Zion I will not keep silent, And for the sake of Jerusalem I will not keep still Until her righteousness shines like a bright light And her salvation burns like a torch.  2 “The nations will see your righteousness, O woman, And all kings your glory. And you will be called by a new name, Which Jehovah’s own mouth will designate.  3 You will become a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, A royal turban in the palm of your God.  4 No more will you be called an abandoned woman, And your land will no longer be called desolate. But you will be called My Delight Is in Her, And your land will be called the Married One. For Jehovah will take delight in you, And your land will be as one married.  5 For just as a young man marries a virgin, Your sons will marry you. With the rejoicing of a bridegroom over a bride, Your God will rejoice over you.  6 Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have commissioned watchmen. Continuously, all day long and all night long, they should not be silent. You who make mention of Jehovah, Do not rest,  7 And do not give him any rest until he firmly establishes Jerusalem, Yes, until he makes her the praise of the earth.”  8 Jehovah has sworn an oath with his right hand, with his strong arm: “I will no longer give your grain as food to your enemies, Nor will foreigners drink your new wine, for which you have toiled.  9 But those gathering it will eat it and they will praise Jehovah; And those collecting it will drink it in my holy courtyards.” 10 Pass through, pass through the gates. Clear the way for the people. Build up, build up the highway. Rid it of stones. Raise up a signal* for the peoples. 11 Look! Jehovah has proclaimed to the ends of the earth: “Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Look! Your salvation is coming. Look! His reward is with him, And the wage he pays is before him.’” 12 They will be called the holy people, those repurchased by Jehovah, And you will be called Sought After, a City Not Abandoned.

Or “our soul?”
Or “delight.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “your own soul desires.”
Or “the afflicted souls.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “the breach.”
Lit., “turn your foot back.”
Or “your own delights.”
Or “to enjoy.”
Lit., “heavy.”
Or “emptiness.”
Or “honesty.”
Or “honesty.”
Lit., “and it was bad in his eyes.”
Or “victory for him.”
Or “victory.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “of the seed of your seed.”
Or “to the brightness of your dawn.”
Lit., “you.”
Or “my house of beauty.”
Or “to the openings in the birdhouse?”
Or “as at the first.”
Or “beautify.”
Or “goodwill.”
Or “favor.”
Or “beautify.”
Or “riches.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “My soul.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”
Or “signal pole.”











^ (Isa. 63:1-66:24) Who is this coming from Eʹdom, From Bozʹrah with bright-colored* garments, This one with splendid clothing, Marching in his great power? “It is I, the One speaking in righteousness, The One with great power to save.”  2 Why is your clothing red, And why are your garments like those of one treading the winepress?  3 “I have trodden the wine trough alone. No one from the peoples was with me. I kept treading them in my anger, And I kept trampling them in my wrath. My garments were spattered with their blood, And I have stained all my clothing.  4 For the day of vengeance is in my heart, And the year of my repurchased ones has come.  5 I looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled that no one offered support. So my arm brought me salvation,* And my own wrath supported me.  6 I trampled peoples in my anger, I made them drunk with my wrath And poured out their blood on the ground.”  7 I will mention Jehovah’s acts of loyal love, The praiseworthy acts of Jehovah, Because of all that Jehovah has done for us, The many good things he has done for the house of Israel, According to his mercy and his great loyal love.  8 For he said: “Surely they are my people, sons who will not be disloyal.”* So he became their Savior.  9 During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved his holy spirit. He then turned into their enemy, And he fought against them. 11 And they remembered the days of old, The days of Moses his servant: “Where is the One who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is the One who put within him His holy spirit, 12 The One who made His glorious arm go with the right hand of Moses, The One who split the waters before them To make an everlasting name for himself, 13 The One who made them walk through the surging waters,* So that they walked without stumbling, Like a horse in the open country?* 14 Just like livestock when they go down into the valley plain, The spirit of Jehovah made them rest.” This is how you led your people, To make a majestic* name for yourself. 15 Look down from heaven and see From your lofty abode of holiness and glory.* Where are your zeal and your mightiness, The stirring of your compassions* and your mercy? They are withheld from me. 16 For you are our Father; Although Abraham may not know us And Israel may not recognize us, You, O Jehovah, are our Father. Our Repurchaser of long ago is your name. 17 Why do you, O Jehovah, let us* wander from your ways? Why do you let* our hearts become hard, so that we do not fear you? Return, for the sake of your servants, The tribes of your inheritance. 18 Your holy people possessed it for a short time. Our adversaries have trampled on your sanctuary. 19 For too long we have become like those you never ruled over, Like those never called by your name. 
64 If only you had ripped the heavens apart and come down, So that the mountains would quake because of you,  2 As when a fire ignites the brushwood, And the fire makes the water boil, Then your name would be known to your adversaries, And the nations would tremble before you!  3 When you did awe-inspiring things that we dared not hope for, You came down, and the mountains quaked before you.  4 From of old no one has heard or given ear, Nor has any eye seen a God except you, Who acts in behalf of those who keep in expectation of* him.  5 You have met up with those who joyfully do what is right, Those who remember you and follow your ways. Look! You became indignant, while we kept sinning, We did so for a long time. Should we now be saved?  6 And we have all become like someone unclean, And all our acts of righteousness are like a menstrual cloth. We will all wither like a leaf, And our errors will carry us off like the wind.  7 There is no one calling on your name, No one who stirs himself to take hold of you, For you have hidden your face from us, And you cause us to waste away* because of* our error.  8 But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.  9 Do not become too indignant, O Jehovah, And do not remember our error forever. Look at us, please, for we are all your people. 10 Your holy cities have become a wilderness. Zion has become a wilderness, Jerusalem a wasteland. 11 Our house* of holiness and glory,* Where our forefathers praised you, Has been burned with fire, And all the things we cherished lie in ruins. 12 In view of this, will you still restrain yourself, O Jehovah? Will you remain silent and let us be afflicted so severely? 
65 “I have let myself be searched for by those who did not ask for me; I have let myself be found by those who did not look for me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am!’ to a nation that was not calling on my name.  2 I have spread out my hands all day long to a stubborn people, To those walking in the way that is not good, Following their own thoughts;  3 A people who constantly offend me to my face, Sacrificing in gardens and making sacrificial smoke on bricks.  4 They sit among graves, And they pass the night in hidden places,* Eating the flesh of pigs, And the broth of foul* things is in their vessels.  5 They say, ‘Keep to yourself; do not approach me, For I am holier than you.’* These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire burning all day long.  6 Look! It is written before me; I will not stand still, But I will repay them, I will repay them in full measure*  7 For their errors and for the errors of their forefathers as well,” says Jehovah. “Because they have made sacrificial smoke on the mountains And have reproached me on the hills, I will first measure out their wages in full.”*  8 This is what Jehovah says: “Just as when new wine is found in a cluster of grapes And someone says, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is some good* in it,’ So I will do for the sake of my servants; I will not destroy them all.  9 I will bring out of Jacob an offspring* And out of Judah the one to inherit my mountains; My chosen ones will take possession of it, And my servants will reside there. 10 Sharʹon will become a pasture for sheep And the Valley* of Aʹchor a resting-place for cattle, For my people who search for me. 11 But you are among those forsaking Jehovah, Those forgetting my holy mountain, Those setting a table for the god of Good Luck, And those filling up cups of mixed wine for the god of Destiny. 12 So I will destine you for the sword, And all of you will bow down to be slaughtered, Because I called, but you did not answer, I spoke, but you did not listen; You kept doing what was bad in my eyes, And you chose what displeased me.” 13 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame. 14 Look! My servants will shout joyfully because of the good condition of the heart, But you will cry out because of the pain of heart And you will wail because of a broken spirit. 15 You will leave behind a name that my chosen ones will use as a curse, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will put each of you to death, But his own servants he will call by another name; 16 So that anyone who seeks a blessing for himself in the earth Will be blessed by the God of truth,* And anyone who swears an oath in the earth Will swear by the God of truth.* For the former distresses* will be forgotten; They will be concealed from my eyes. 17 For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart. 18 So exult and be joyful forever in what I am creating. For look! I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joy And her people a cause for exultation. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and exult in my people; No more will there be heard in her the sound of weeping or a cry of distress.” 20 “No more will there be an infant from that place who lives but a few days, Nor an old man who fails to live out his days. For anyone who dies at a hundred will be considered a mere boy, And the sinner will be cursed, even though he is a hundred years of age.* 21 They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them. 24 Even before they call out, I will answer; While they are yet speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, The lion will eat straw just like the bull, And the serpent’s food will be dust. They will do no harm nor cause any ruin in all my holy mountain,” says Jehovah. 
66 This is what Jehovah says: “The heavens are my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where, then, is the house that you could build for me, And where is my resting-place?”  2 “My own hand has made all these things, And this is how they all came to be,” declares Jehovah. “To this one, then, I will look, To the one humble and broken in spirit who trembles at* my word.  3 The one slaughtering the bull is like one striking down a man. The one sacrificing a sheep is like one breaking the neck of a dog. The one offering a gift—like the blood of a pig! The one presenting a memorial offering of frankincense is like one saying a blessing with magical words.* They have chosen their own ways, And they take delight* in what is disgusting.  4 So I will choose ways to punish them, And the very things they dread I will bring upon them. Because when I called, no one answered; When I spoke, there were none who listened. They kept doing what was bad in my eyes, And they chose to do what displeased me.”  5 Hear the word of Jehovah, you who tremble at* his word: “Your brothers who hate you and exclude you because of my name said, ‘May Jehovah be glorified!’ But He will appear and bring you joy, And they are the ones who will be put to shame.”  6 There is a sound of uproar from the city, a sound from the temple! It is the sound of Jehovah repaying his enemies what they deserve.  7 Before she went into labor, she gave birth. Before birth pangs came to her, she delivered a male child.  8 Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Will a land be brought to birth in one day? Or will a nation be born all at once? Yet, as soon as Zion went into labor, she gave birth to her sons.  9 “Will I bring it to the point of birth and then not bring it forth?” says Jehovah. “Or would I cause the birth and then shut the womb?” says your God. 10 Rejoice with Jerusalem and be joyful with her, all you who love her. Exult greatly with her, all you who are in mourning over her, 11 For you will nurse and be fully satisfied from her breast of consolation, And you will drink deeply and find delight in the abundance of her glory. 12 For this is what Jehovah says: “Here I am extending to her peace just like a river And the glory of nations like a flooding torrent. You will nurse and be carried on the hip, And you will be bounced on the knees. 13 As a mother comforts her son, So I will keep comforting you; And over Jerusalem you will be comforted. 14 You will see this, and your heart will rejoice, Your bones will flourish just like new grass. And the hand* of Jehovah will become known to his servants, But he will denounce his enemies.” 15 “For Jehovah will come as a fire, And his chariots are like a storm wind, To repay in furious anger, To rebuke with flames of fire. 16 For with fire Jehovah will execute judgment, Yes, with his sword, against all flesh;* And the slain of Jehovah will be many. 17 “Those sanctifying themselves and cleansing themselves to enter the gardens* following one who is in the center, those eating the flesh of pigs and loathsome things and mice, they will all come to their end together,” declares Jehovah. 18 “Since I know about their works and their thoughts, I am coming to gather people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory.” 19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who escape to the nations—to Tarʹshish, Pul, and Lud, those who draw the bow, to Tuʹbal and Jaʹvan, and to the faraway islands—who have not heard a report about me or seen my glory; and they will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 They will bring all your brothers out of all the nations as a gift to Jehovah, on horses, in chariots, in covered wagons, on mules, and on swift camels, up to my holy mountain, Jerusalem,” says Jehovah, “just as when the people of Israel bring their gift in a clean vessel into the house of Jehovah.” 21 “I will also take some for the priests and for the Levites,” says Jehovah. 22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth that I am making will remain standing before me,” declares Jehovah, “so your offspring* and your name will remain.” 23 “And from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, All flesh* will come in to bow down before* me,” says Jehovah. 24 “And they will go out and look on the carcasses of the men who rebelled against me; For the worms on them will not die, And their fire will not be extinguished, And they will become something repulsive to all people.”*

Or possibly, “bright-red.”
Or “victory.”
Or “prove false.”
Or “the angel of his presence.”
Or “deep waters.”
Or “the wilderness?”
Or “beautiful.”
Or “beauty.”
Lit., “The agitation of your inward parts.”
Or “cause us to.”
Lit., “make.”
Or “patiently wait for.”
Lit., “to melt.”
Lit., “by the hand of.”
Or “the One who formed us.”
Or “temple.”
Or “beauty.”
Or possibly, “in watch huts.”
Or “unclean.”
Or possibly, “For I will convey my holiness to you.”
Lit., “into their bosom.”
Lit., “into their bosom.”
Lit., “a blessing.”
Lit., “a seed.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Or “faithfulness.” Lit., “Amen.”
Or “faithfulness.” Lit., “Amen.”
Or “troubles.”
Or “be remembered.”
Or possibly, “And the one who falls short of a hundred will be considered cursed.”
Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “is anxious about.”
Or possibly, “one praising an idol.”
Or “their soul takes delight.”
Or “are anxious about.”
Or “power.”
Or “all humans.”
That is, special gardens used in idol worship.
Lit., “seed.”
Or “all humans.”
Or “to worship.”
Lit., “all flesh.”





^ ***sjj song 145 God’s Promise of Paradise***


SONG 145

God’s Promise of Paradise


(Luke 23:43)


	1. A paradise our God has promised,

By means of Christ’s Millennial Reign,

When he’ll blot out all sin and error,

Removing death and tears and pain.

(CHORUS)

A paradise, the earth will be.

With eyes of faith, this we can see.

This promise Christ will soon fulfill,

For he delights to do God’s will.





	2. Soon here on earth, as God has purposed,

His Son will cause the dead to rise.

Then it will be as Jesus promised:

‘You’ll be with me in Paradise.’

(CHORUS)

A paradise, the earth will be.

With eyes of faith, this we can see.

This promise Christ will soon fulfill,

For he delights to do God’s will.





	3. The Paradise, our Lord has promised,

And he is now our reigning King.

We daily thank our loving Father,

And from our hearts, his praises sing.

(CHORUS)

A paradise, the earth will be.

With eyes of faith, this we can see.

This promise Christ will soon fulfill,

For he delights to do God’s will.









(See also Matt. 5:5; 6:10; John 5:28, 29.)





^ (Luke 23:43) And he said to him: “Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in Paradise.”



^ (Matt. 5:5) “Happy are the mild-tempered,* since they will inherit the earth.

Or “meek.”


^ (Matt. 6:10) Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.









^ ***ip-2 p. 383 “Be Joyful Forever in What I Am Creating”***

23. What information do we find in the book of Revelation concerning “a new heaven and a new earth,” and how will this prophecy be fulfilled?

23 The book of Revelation describes a vision the apostle John saw of the coming day of Jehovah, when this system of things will be removed. After that, Satan will be abyssed. (Revelation 19:11–20:3) Following that description, John echoes the prophetic words of Isaiah, writing: “I saw a new heaven and a new earth.” The subsequent verses of the account of this glorious vision tell of the time when Jehovah God will radically change conditions on this earth for the better. (Revelation 21:1, 3-5) Clearly, Isaiah’s promise of “new heavens and a new earth” will have a wonderful fulfillment in God’s new world! Under the new governmental heavens, a new earthly society will enjoy a paradise that is both spiritual and physical. Comforting indeed is the promise that “the former things [sicknesses, suffering, and the many other woes humans face] will not be called to mind, neither will they come up into the heart.” Whatever we may remember at that time will not cause us the deep hurt, or pain, that now burdens the hearts of many.



^ par. 23 (Rev. 19:11-20:3) I saw heaven opened, and look! a white horse. And the one seated on it is called Faithful and True, and he judges and carries on war in righteousness. 12 His eyes are a fiery flame, and on his head are many diadems.* He has a name written that no one knows but he himself, 13 and he is clothed with an outer garment stained* with blood, and he is called by the name The Word of God. 14 Also, the armies in heaven were following him on white horses, and they were clothed in white, clean, fine linen. 15 And out of his mouth protrudes a sharp, long sword with which to strike the nations, and he will shepherd them with a rod of iron. Moreover, he treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his outer garment, yes, on his thigh, he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 17 I saw also an angel standing in the sun, and he cried out with a loud voice and said to all the birds that fly in midheaven:* “Come here, be gathered together to the great evening meal of God, 18 so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of military commanders and the flesh of strong men and the flesh of horses and of those seated on them, and the flesh of all, of freemen as well as of slaves and of small ones and great.” 19 And I saw the wild beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the one seated on the horse and against his army. 20 And the wild beast was caught, and along with it the false prophet that performed in front of it the signs with which he misled those who received the mark of the wild beast and those who worship its image. While still alive, they both were hurled into the fiery lake that burns with sulfur. 21 But the rest were killed off with the long sword that proceeded out of the mouth of the one seated on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 
20 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.

Or “royal headbands.”
Or possibly, “sprinkled.”
Or “in midair; overhead.”


^ par. 23 (Rev. 21:1) And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea is no more.



^ par. 23 (Rev. 21:3-5) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”








^ ***ip-2 p. 384 “Be Joyful Forever in What I Am Creating”***

25, 26. (a) In our day, how does Jehovah make Jerusalem “a cause for joyfulness”? (b) How will Jehovah use New Jerusalem, and why can we today exult?

25 Today, too, Jehovah makes Jerusalem “a cause for joyfulness.” How? As we have already seen, the new heavens that came into existence in 1914 will eventually include 144,000 corulers, who have a share in the heavenly government. These are prophetically described as “New Jerusalem.” (Revelation 21:2) It is with regard to New Jerusalem that God says: “Here I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joyfulness and her people a cause for exultation.” New Jerusalem will be used by God to shower untold blessings on obedient mankind. No more will be heard the sound of weeping or a plaintive cry, for Jehovah will satisfy “the requests of [our] heart.”—Psalm 37:3, 4.



^ par. 25 (Rev. 21:2) I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.



^ par. 25 (Ps. 37:3, 4) Trust in Jehovah and do what is good; Reside in the earth,* and act with faithfulness.  4 Find exquisite delight* in Jehovah, And he will grant you the desires of your heart.

Or “land.”
Or “Find your greatest joy.”








^ ***w12 9/15 p. 9 Peace for a Thousand Years—And Beyond!***


‘THEY WILL BUILD HOUSES AND PLANT VINEYARDS’

 4. What housing conditions do many face today?

4 Who would not like to have a home of his own, a place where he and his family could feel safe and secure? In today’s world, however, adequate housing is a serious problem. People are packed into crowded cities. Many have to manage with makeshift dwellings in shantytowns and city slums. Having a house of their own remains a mere dream for them.

5, 6. (a) Isaiah 65:21 and Micah 4:4 will have what fulfillment? (b) How can we receive that blessing?

5 Under Kingdom rule, the desire of every resident to have his own home will be fulfilled, for it was prophesied through Isaiah: “They will certainly build houses and have occupancy; and they will certainly plant vineyards and eat their fruitage.” (Isa. 65:21) Yet, having a home of their own is not the only prospect. After all, some today live in their own home, a few even in a mansion or on a grand estate. But there is always the worry that the home can be lost through some financial reverses or that burglars—or worse—will break in. How different everything will be under Kingdom rule! The prophet Micah wrote: “They will actually sit, each one under his vine and under his fig tree, and there will be no one making them tremble.”—Mic. 4:4.





^ (Isa. 65:21) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage.



^ (Mic. 4:4) They will sit,* each one under his vine and under his fig tree, And no one will make them afraid, For the mouth of Jehovah of armies has spoken.

Or “dwell.”


^ par. 5 (Isa. 65:21) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage.



^ par. 5 (Mic. 4:4) They will sit,* each one under his vine and under his fig tree, And no one will make them afraid, For the mouth of Jehovah of armies has spoken.

Or “dwell.”








^ ***w07 1/15 p. 11 par. 6 Highlights From the Book of Isaiah—II***

63:5—How does God’s rage support him? God’s rage is a controlled emotion—his righteous indignation. His rage supports and motivates him to execute his righteous judgments.



^ par. 6 (Isa. 63:5) I looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled that no one offered support. So my arm brought me salvation,* And my own wrath supported me.

Or “victory.”








^ ***w13 6/15 p. 25 Let Jehovah’s Discipline Mold You***


HOW THE POTTER EXERCISES HIS AUTHORITY

 3. At Isaiah 64:8 and Jeremiah 18:1-6, how is Jehovah’s authority over people illustrated? (See opening image.)

3 Describing Jehovah’s authority over individuals and nations in an illustrative way, Isaiah 64:8 states: “O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter; and all of us are the work of your hand.” A potter has full authority to mold the clay into the type of vessel he wants to make. The clay has no control over the matter. So it is with man and God. The man cannot rightly dispute with God any more than the clay can with the potter whose hands are giving it a form.—Read Jeremiah 18:1-6.

 4. Does God arbitrarily mold people or nations? Explain.

4 With ancient Israel, Jehovah demonstrated his ability to do what the potter does to clay. But there is a marked difference. A potter can make any sort of vessel he is capable of making from a lump of clay. Does Jehovah arbitrarily mold people or nations, making some good and others bad? The Bible’s answer is no. Jehovah has given mankind a very precious gift—the gift of free will. He does not exercise his sovereign authority in a way that nullifies his gift. Humans must choose to be molded by the Creator, Jehovah.—Read Jeremiah 18:7-10.

 5. When humans refuse to be molded by Jehovah, how does he exercise his authority over them?

5 What if humans stubbornly refuse to be molded by the Great Potter? How, then, does he exercise his divine authority? Think about what happens to the clay if it becomes unsuited for the intended purpose. Why, the potter can make another type of vessel out of it or simply discard it! When the clay is useless, though, generally the potter is at fault. This is never the case with our Potter. (Deut. 32:4) When a person does not yield to Jehovah’s molding, the fault always lies with that person. Jehovah exercises his potterlike authority over humans by adjusting his dealings with them depending on their response to his molding. Those who respond properly are fashioned in a beneficial way. For example, anointed Christians are “vessels of mercy” who have been molded into ‘vessels for an honorable use.’ On the other hand, those who stubbornly oppose God end up as “vessels of wrath made fit for destruction.”—Rom. 9:19-23.





^ (Isa. 64:8) But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.

Or “the One who formed us.”


^ (Jer. 18:1-6) This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah: 2 “Rise up and go down to the house of the potter, and there I will cause you to hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the house of the potter, and he was working on the potter’s wheels. 4 But the vessel that the potter was making with the clay was spoiled in his hand. So the potter reworked it into another vessel, just as he saw fit.* 5 Then the word of Jehovah came to me, saying: 6 “‘Can I not do to you just as this potter did, O house of Israel?’ declares Jehovah. ‘Look! As the clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

Lit., “as it was right in the eyes of the potter to make.”


^ par. 3 (Isa. 64:8) But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.

Or “the One who formed us.”


^ par. 3 (Jer. 18:1-6) This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah: 2 “Rise up and go down to the house of the potter, and there I will cause you to hear my words.” 3 So I went down to the house of the potter, and he was working on the potter’s wheels. 4 But the vessel that the potter was making with the clay was spoiled in his hand. So the potter reworked it into another vessel, just as he saw fit.* 5 Then the word of Jehovah came to me, saying: 6 “‘Can I not do to you just as this potter did, O house of Israel?’ declares Jehovah. ‘Look! As the clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.

Lit., “as it was right in the eyes of the potter to make.”


^ par. 4 (Jer. 18:7-10) Whenever I may speak about uprooting and pulling down and destroying a nation or a kingdom, 8 and that nation abandons its wickedness that I spoke against, I will also change my mind concerning* the calamity that I intended to bring against it. 9 But whenever I speak about building up and planting a nation or a kingdom, 10 and it does what is bad in my eyes and does not obey my voice, I will change my mind concerning* the good that I intended to do for it.’

Or “feel regret over.”
Or “feel regret over.”


^ par. 5 (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ par. 5 (Rom. 9:19-23) You will therefore say to me: “Why does he still find fault? For who has withstood his will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to be answering back to God? Does the thing molded say to its molder: “Why did you make me this way?” 21 What? Does not the potter have authority over the clay to make from the same lump one vessel for an honorable use, another for a dishonorable use? 22 What, then, if God had the will to demonstrate his wrath and to make his power known, and he tolerated with much patience vessels of wrath made fit for destruction? 23 And if this was done to make known the riches of his glory on vessels of mercy, which he prepared beforehand for glory,









^ ***w06 11/1 pp. 30-31 Showing Respect for Our Sacred Gatherings***

A Permanent Feature of Our Worship

14, 15. (a) How can we avoid ‘neglecting the house of our God’? (b) How is Isaiah 66:23 already being fulfilled?

14 As stated before, Jehovah is gathering his people and making them rejoice inside his “house of prayer,” his spiritual temple. (Isaiah 56:7) The faithful man Nehemiah reminded his fellow Jews that they should show proper respect for the literal temple by supporting it materially. He stated: “We should not neglect the house of our God.” (Nehemiah 10:39) Furthermore, we should not neglect Jehovah’s invitation to worship him inside his “house of prayer.”

15 Showing the need for regularity in meeting together to worship, Isaiah prophesied: “‘It will certainly occur that from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath all flesh will come in to bow down before me,’ Jehovah has said.” (Isaiah 66:23) This is happening today. Regularly, every week of every month, dedicated Christians come together to worship Jehovah. They do this by, among other things, attending Christian meetings and engaging in the public ministry. Are you one of those who regularly ‘come and bow down before Jehovah’?

16. Why should regular meeting attendance be a permanent feature of our lives now?

16 Isaiah 66:23 will fully apply to life in Jehovah’s promised new world. At that time, “all flesh will,” in a literal sense, week by week and month by month, “come in to bow down before,” or worship, Jehovah throughout eternity. Since meeting together to worship Jehovah will be a permanent feature of our spiritual lives in the new system of things, should we not make regular attendance at our sacred gatherings a permanent feature of our lives now?

17. Why do we need our meetings “all the more so as [we] behold the day drawing near”?

17 As the end draws near, we should be more determined than ever to attend our Christian gatherings for worship. Out of respect for the sacred nature of our meetings, we do not allow secular work, school homework, or evening schooling to cause us to miss out on meeting regularly with our fellow believers. We need the strength that comes through association. Our congregation meetings provide us with the opportunity to get to know one another, to impart encouragement, and to incite one another to “love and fine works.” We need to do this “all the more so as [we] behold the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24, 25) May we, therefore, always show proper respect for our sacred gatherings by regular attendance, appropriate dress, and fitting behavior. By doing so, we show that we share Jehovah’s view of sacred things.



^ (Isa. 66:23) “And from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, All flesh* will come in to bow down before* me,” says Jehovah.

Or “all humans.”
Or “to worship.”


^ par. 14 (Isa. 56:7) I will also bring them to my holy mountain And make them rejoice inside my house of prayer. Their whole burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar. For my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples.”



^ par. 14 (Neh. 10:39) For it is to the storerooms* that the Israelites and the sons of the Levites should bring the contribution of the grain, the new wine, and the oil, and that is where the utensils of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, the gatekeepers, and the singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.

Or “dining halls.”


^ par. 15 (Isa. 66:23) “And from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, All flesh* will come in to bow down before* me,” says Jehovah.

Or “all humans.”
Or “to worship.”


^ par. 16 (Isa. 66:23) “And from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, All flesh* will come in to bow down before* me,” says Jehovah.

Or “all humans.”
Or “to worship.”


^ par. 17 (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”








^ ***sjj song 142 Holding Fast to Our Hope***


SONG 142

Holding Fast to Our Hope


(Hebrews 6:18, 19)


	1. Mankind has stumbled for centuries in darkness.

Vain is their quest as they try to catch the wind.

Man’s tragic flaw is revealed in its starkness;

None can they save, for they all have sinned.

(CHORUS)

Sing with good cheer, for God’s Kingdom is here!

His Son’s mighty reign brings us freedom from fear.

Through him, at last, evil soon will be past;

This hope, like an anchor, is holding us fast.





	2. “God’s day is near!” rings the Kingdom proclamation;

Men will no longer cry out to God: “How long?”

Soon he will free all his groaning creation.

Praise God Almighty, and join our song.

(CHORUS)

Sing with good cheer, for God’s Kingdom is here!

His Son’s mighty reign brings us freedom from fear.

Through him, at last, evil soon will be past;

This hope, like an anchor, is holding us fast.









(See also Ps. 27:14; Eccl. 1:14; Joel 2:1; Hab. 1:2, 3; Rom. 8:22.)





^ (Heb. 6:18, 19) in order that through two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to the refuge may have strong encouragement to take firm hold of the hope set before us. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,* both sure and firm, and it enters in within the curtain,

Or “for our lives.”


^ (Ps. 27:14) Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah.



^ (Eccl. 1:14) I saw all the works that were done under the sun, And look! everything was futile, a chasing after the wind.



^ (Joel 2:1) “Blow a horn in Zion! Shout a war cry in my holy mountain. Let all the inhabitants of the land* tremble, For the day of Jehovah is coming! It is near!

Or “earth.”


^ (Hab. 1:2, 3) How long, O Jehovah, must I cry for help, but you do not hear? How long must I ask for help from violence, but you do not intervene?*  3 Why do you make me witness wrongdoing? And why do you tolerate oppression? Why are destruction and violence before me? And why do quarreling and conflict abound?

Or “save.”


^ (Rom. 8:22) For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now.









^ ***kr pp. 87-89 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***


1, 2. (a) Why are the disciples puzzled? (b) Jesus speaks about what type of harvest?

THE disciples are puzzled. Jesus has told them: “Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting.” They gaze in the direction to which Jesus gestures, but all they see are fields that are, not white, but green—the color of recently sprouted barley. ‘What harvest?’ they likely reason. ‘It will take months before the harvest takes place.’—John 4:35.

2 Jesus, though, is not speaking about a literal harvest. Instead, he is using this occasion to teach his disciples two important lessons concerning a spiritual harvest—a harvest of people. What are those lessons? To find out, let us consider the account in more detail.

A Call to Action and a Promise of Joy

 3. (a) What possibly prompted Jesus to say: “The fields . . . are white for harvesting”? (See footnote.) (b) How did Jesus clarify his statement?

3 Jesus’ conversation with his disciples occurred at the end of 30 C.E., near the Samaritan town of Sychar. While his disciples entered the town, Jesus stayed behind at a well where he shared spiritual truths with a woman who quickly grasped the importance of his teachings. When the disciples returned to Jesus, the woman hurried off to Sychar to tell her neighbors the amazing things she had learned. Her report aroused great interest, and many of her neighbors rushed toward the well to meet Jesus. Possibly at that moment—as Jesus gazed beyond the fields into the distance and saw a crowd of Samaritans approaching—he stated: “View the fields, that they are white for harvesting.”* Then, to clarify that he meant, not a literal harvest, but a spiritual one, Jesus added: “The reaper is . . . gathering fruit for everlasting life.”—John 4:5-30, 36.

 4. (a) What two lessons about the harvest did Jesus teach? (b) What questions will we consider?

4 What two important lessons about the spiritual harvest did Jesus teach? First, the work is urgent. His declaration that “the fields . . . are white for harvesting” was a call to action for his followers. To impress upon his disciples the degree of urgency, Jesus added: “Already the reaper is receiving wages.” Yes, the harvest had already begun—there was no time for delay! Second, the workers are joyful. Sowers and reapers will “rejoice together,” said Jesus. (John 4:35b, 36) Just as Jesus himself must have rejoiced on seeing that “many of the Samaritans . . . put faith in him,” so his disciples would experience deep joy as they worked whole-souled in the harvest. (John 4:39-42) This first-century account has special meaning for us because it illustrates what is happening today during the greatest spiritual harvest of all time. When did this modern-day harvest begin? Who have a share in it? What have been the results?

Our King Takes the Lead in the Greatest Harvest of All Time

 5. Who takes the lead in the global harvest, and how does John’s vision indicate that the work is urgent?

5 In a vision given to the apostle John, Jehovah reveals that he assigned Jesus to take the lead in a global harvest of people. (Read Revelation 14:14-16.) In this vision, Jesus is described as having a crown and a sickle. The “golden crown on [Jesus’] head” confirms his position as ruling King. The “sharp sickle in his hand” confirms his role as Harvester. By stating through an angel that “the harvest of the earth is fully ripe,” Jehovah emphasizes that the work is urgent. Indeed, “the hour has come to reap”—there is no time for delay! In response to God’s command “put your sickle in,” Jesus thrusts in his sickle, and the earth is reaped—that is, people of the earth are reaped. This exciting vision reminds us that again “the fields . . . are white for harvesting.” Does this vision help us to determine when this global harvest began? Yes!

 6. (a) When did “the harvest season” begin? (b) When did the actual “harvest of the earth” begin? Explain.

6 Since John’s vision in Revelation chapter 14 shows Jesus, the Harvester, wearing a crown (verse 14), his appointment as King in 1914 had already taken place. (Dan. 7:13, 14) Sometime after that, Jesus is commanded to start the harvest (verse 15). The same order of events is seen in Jesus’ parable about the harvest of the wheat, where he states: “The harvest is a conclusion of a system of things.” Thus, the harvest season and the conclusion of this system of things began at the same time—in 1914. Later “in the harvest season,” the actual harvesting began. (Matt. 13:30, 39) Looking back from our vantage point in time, we can see that the harvest began some years after Jesus started ruling as King. First, from 1914 until the early part of 1919, Jesus carried out a cleansing work among his anointed followers. (Mal. 3:1-3; 1 Pet. 4:17) Then, in 1919, “the harvest of the earth” began. Without delay, Jesus used the newly appointed faithful slave to help our brothers see the urgency of the preaching work. Consider what happened.

 7. (a) What examination helped our brothers to see the urgency of the preaching work? (b) What were our brothers encouraged to do?

7 In July 1920, The Watch Tower stated: “It seems evident from an examination of the Scriptures that a great privilege is granted unto the church in delivering a message concerning the kingdom.” For instance, Isaiah’s prophetic words helped the brothers to see that the Kingdom news had to be announced worldwide. (Isa. 49:6; 52:7; 61:1-3) How such a work could be accomplished they did not know, but they trusted that Jehovah would open the way for them. (Read Isaiah 59:1.) As a result of this clearer view about the urgency of the preaching work, our brothers were encouraged to step up their activities. How did the brothers respond?

 8. In 1921, what two facts about the preaching work did our brothers grasp?

8 In December 1921, The Watch Tower announced: “It has been the best year of all; and greater numbers of people have heard the message of truth during 1921 than in any previous year.” The magazine added: “There is much yet to be done. . . . Let us do it with a joyful heart.” Note how the brothers grasped the same two important facts about the preaching work that Jesus had impressed upon his apostles: The work is urgent, and the workers are joyful.

 9. (a) In 1954, what did The Watchtower state about the harvest work, and why? (b) What worldwide increase in publishers has taken place during the past 50 years? (See the chart “Worldwide Increase.”)

9 During the 1930’s, after the brothers understood that a great crowd of other sheep would respond to the Kingdom message, the preaching work intensified further. (Isa. 55:5; John 10:16; Rev. 7:9) The result? The number of those preaching the Kingdom message rose from 41,000 in 1934 to 500,000 in 1953! The Watchtower of December 1, 1954, rightly concluded: “It is Jehovah’s spirit and the power of his Word that have accomplished this great world-wide harvest.”*—Zech. 4:6.

WORLDWIDE INCREASE


	Country


	1962


	1987


	2013




	Australia


	15,927


	46,170


	66,023




	Brazil


	26,390


	216,216


	756,455




	France


	18,452


	96,954


	124,029




	Italy


	6,929


	149,870


	247,251




	Japan


	2,491


	120,722


	217,154




	Mexico


	27,054


	222,168


	772,628




	Nigeria


	33,956


	133,899


	344,342




	Philippines


	36,829


	101,735


	181,236




	U.S. of America


	289,135


	780,676


	1,203,642




	Zambia


	30,129


	67,144


	162,370







GROWING NUMBER OF BIBLE STUDIES


	1950


	234,952




	1960


	646,108




	1970


	1,146,378




	1980


	1,371,584




	1990


	3,624,091




	2000


	4,766,631




	2010


	8,058,359











^ par. 1 (John 4:35) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already



^ par. 3 (John 4:5-30) So he came to a city of Sa·marʹi·a called Syʹchar, near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 In fact, Jacob’s well was there. Now Jesus, tired out as he was from the journey, was sitting at the well.* It was about the sixth hour.* 7 A woman of Sa·marʹi·a came to draw water. Jesus said to her: “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone off into the city to buy food.) 9 So the Sa·marʹi·tan woman said to him: “How is it that you, despite being a Jew, ask me for a drink even though I am a Sa·marʹi·tan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Sa·marʹi·tans.) 10 In answer Jesus said to her: “If you had known of the free gift of God and who it is who says to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 She said to him: “Sir, you do not even have a bucket for drawing water, and the well is deep. From what source, then, do you have this living water? 12 You are not greater than our forefather Jacob, who gave us the well and who together with his sons and his cattle drank out of it, are you?” 13 In answer Jesus said to her: “Everyone drinking from this water will get thirsty again. 14 Whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty at all, but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water bubbling up to impart everlasting life.” 15 The woman said to him: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may neither thirst nor keep coming over to this place to draw water.” 16 He said to her: “Go, call your husband and come to this place.” 17 The woman replied: “I do not have a husband.” Jesus said to her: “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a husband.’ 18 For you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. This you have said truthfully.” 19 The woman said to him: “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our forefathers worshipped on this mountain, but you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where people must worship.” 21 Jesus said to her: “Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, because salvation begins with the Jews. 23 Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for indeed, the Father is looking for ones like these to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him: “I know that Mes·siʹah is coming, who is called Christ. Whenever that one comes, he will declare all things to us openly.” 26 Jesus said to her: “I am he, the one speaking to you.” 27 Just then his disciples arrived, and they were surprised because he was speaking with a woman. Of course, no one said: “What are you looking for?” or “Why are you talking to her?” 28 So the woman left her water jar and went off into the city and told the people: 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I did. Could this not perhaps be the Christ?” 30 They left the city and began coming to him.

Or “fountain; spring.”
That is, about 12:00 noon.


^ par. 3 (John 4:36) the reaper is receiving wages and gathering fruit for everlasting life, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.



^ par. 4 (John 4:35, 36) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already 36 the reaper is receiving wages and gathering fruit for everlasting life, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.



^ par. 4 (John 4:39-42) Many of the Sa·marʹi·tans from that city put faith in him because of the word of the woman who bore witness, saying: “He told me all the things I did.” 40 So when the Sa·marʹi·tans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 As a result, many more believed because of what he said, 42 and they said to the woman: “We no longer believe just because of what you said; for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the savior of the world.”



^ par. 5 (Rev. 14:14-16) Then I saw, and look! a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was someone like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Another angel emerged from the temple sanctuary, calling with a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud: “Put your sickle in and reap, because the hour has come to reap, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 And the one seated on the cloud thrust his sickle into the earth, and the earth was reaped.



^ par. 6 (Rev. 14:1-20) Then I saw, and look! the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who have his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads. 2 I heard a sound coming out of heaven like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder; and the sound that I heard was like singers who accompany themselves by playing on their harps. 3 And they are singing what seems to be a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders, and no one was able to master that song except the 144,000, who have been bought from the earth. 4 These are the ones who did not defile themselves with women; in fact, they are virgins. These are the ones who keep following the Lamb no matter where he goes. These were bought from among mankind as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb, 5 and no deceit was found in their mouths; they are without blemish. 6 And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people. 7 He was saying in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of judgment by him has arrived, so worship the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and the springs* of water.” 8 Another, a second angel, followed, saying: “She has fallen! Babylon the Great has fallen, she who made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion* of her sexual immorality!”* 9 Another angel, a third, followed them, saying in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the wild beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 he will also drink of the wine of the anger of God that is poured out undiluted into the cup of His wrath, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the sight of the holy angels and in the sight of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever, and day and night they have no rest, those who worship the wild beast and its image and whoever receives the mark of its name. 12 Here is where it calls for endurance on the part of the holy ones, those who keep the commandments of God and hold fast to the faith of Jesus.” 13 And I heard a voice out of heaven say, “Write: Happy are the dead who die in union with the Lord from this time onward. Yes, says the spirit, let them rest from their labors, for the things they did go right* with them.” 14 Then I saw, and look! a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was someone like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Another angel emerged from the temple sanctuary, calling with a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud: “Put your sickle in and reap, because the hour has come to reap, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” 16 And the one seated on the cloud thrust his sickle into the earth, and the earth was reaped. 17 And still another angel emerged from the temple sanctuary that is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle. 18 And still another angel emerged from the altar, and he had authority over the fire. And he called out with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, saying: “Put your sharp sickle in and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for its grapes have become ripe.” 19 The angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and he hurled it into the great winepress of God’s anger. 20 The winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress as high up as the bridles of the horses for a distance of 1,600 stadia.*

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”
Or “fountains.”
Or “anger.”
Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.
Or “along.”
About 296 km (184 mi). A stadium equaled 185 m (606.95 ft). See App. B14.


^ par. 6 (Rev. 14:14) Then I saw, and look! a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was someone like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand.



^ par. 6 (Dan. 7:13, 14) “I kept watching in the visions of the night, and look! with the clouds of the heavens, someone like a son of man was coming; and he gained access to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him up close before that One. 14 And to him there were given rulership, honor, and a kingdom, that the peoples, nations, and language groups should all serve him. His rulership is an everlasting rulership that will not pass away, and his kingdom will not be destroyed.



^ par. 6 (Rev. 14:15) Another angel emerged from the temple sanctuary, calling with a loud voice to the one seated on the cloud: “Put your sickle in and reap, because the hour has come to reap, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.”



^ par. 6 (Matt. 13:30) Let both grow together until the harvest, and in the harvest season, I will tell the reapers: First collect the weeds and bind them in bundles to burn them up; then gather the wheat into my storehouse.’”



^ par. 6 (Matt. 13:39) and the enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is a conclusion of a system of things,* and the reapers are angels.

Or “an age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 6 (Mal. 3:1-3) “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will clear up* a way before me. And suddenly the true Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant will come, in whom you take delight. Look! He will certainly come,” says Jehovah of armies. 2 “But who will endure the day of his coming, and who will be able to stand when he appears? For he will be like the fire of a refiner and like the lye* of laundrymen. 3 And he will sit as a refiner and cleanser of silver and will cleanse the sons of Leʹvi; and he will clarify* them like gold and like silver, and they will certainly become to Jehovah people presenting a gift offering in righteousness.

Or “prepare.”
Or “soap.”
Or “refine.”


^ par. 6 (1 Pet. 4:17) For it is the appointed time for the judgment to start with the house of God. Now if it starts first with us, what will the outcome be for those who are not obedient to the good news of God?



^ par. 7 (Isa. 49:6) And he said: “It is not enough that you are my servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob And to bring back those who were preserved of Israel. I have also given you as a light of nations, So that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.”



^ par. 7 (Isa. 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”



^ par. 7 (Isa. 61:1-3) The spirit of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah is upon me, Because Jehovah anointed me to declare good news to the meek. He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And the wide opening of the eyes to the prisoners,  2 To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,  3 To provide for those mourning over Zion, To give them a headdress instead of ashes, The oil of exultation instead of mourning, The garment of praise instead of a despondent spirit. And they will be called big trees of righteousness, The planting of Jehovah, in order to glorify* him.

Or “favor.”
Or “beautify.”


^ par. 7 (Isa. 59:1) Look! The hand of Jehovah is not too short to save, Nor is his ear too dull* to hear.

Lit., “heavy.”


^ par. 9 (Isa. 55:5) Look! You will call a nation that you do not know, And those of a nation who have not known you will run to you For the sake of Jehovah your God, the Holy One of Israel, Because he will glorify you.



^ par. 9 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^ par. 9 (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^ par. 9 (Zech. 4:6) He then said to me: “This is the word of Jehovah to Ze·rubʹba·bel: ‘“Not by a military force, nor by power, but by my spirit,” says Jehovah of armies.







^ par. 3 Jesus’ remark about ‘the fields being white’ could allude to the white robes that may have been worn by the crowd of Samaritans whom Jesus saw approaching.


^ par. 9 To learn more about those years and the decades that followed, we encourage you to read pages 425-520 of the book Jehovah’s Witnesses—Proclaimers of God’s Kingdom, which relate what the harvest work accomplished from 1919 to 1992.









^ ***kr p. 89 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***






^ ***sjj song 80 “Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”***


SONG 80

“Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”


(Psalm 34:8)


	1. Our service to God we cherish;

We value our priv’lege to preach.

We buy out the time and give God our best,

For many we still need to reach.

(CHORUS)

God’s Word invites us: ‘Come taste and see—

See that Jehovah is good.’

Godly devotion brings greatest gain,

We know we’ve done all we could.





	2. For those in the full-time service,

Rich blessings and treasures abound.

By trusting in God to care for our needs,

In all things contentment is found.

(CHORUS)

God’s Word invites us: ‘Come taste and see—

See that Jehovah is good.’

Godly devotion brings greatest gain,

We know we’ve done all we could.









(See also Mark 14:8; Luke 21:2; 1 Tim. 1:12; 6:6.)





^ (Ps. 34:8) Taste and see that Jehovah is good; Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.



^ (Mark 14:8) She did what she could; she poured perfumed oil on my body beforehand, in view of the burial.



^ (Luke 21:2) Then he saw a needy widow drop in two small coins of very little value,*

Lit., “two lepta.” See App. B14.


^ (1 Tim. 1:12) I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who imparted power to me, because he considered me faithful by assigning me to a ministry,



^ (1 Tim. 6:6) To be sure, there is great gain in godly devotion along with contentment.*

Lit., “along with self-sufficiency.”














^ (Isa. 63:1-66:24) Who is this coming from Eʹdom, From Bozʹrah with bright-colored* garments, This one with splendid clothing, Marching in his great power? “It is I, the One speaking in righteousness, The One with great power to save.”  2 Why is your clothing red, And why are your garments like those of one treading the winepress?  3 “I have trodden the wine trough alone. No one from the peoples was with me. I kept treading them in my anger, And I kept trampling them in my wrath. My garments were spattered with their blood, And I have stained all my clothing.  4 For the day of vengeance is in my heart, And the year of my repurchased ones has come.  5 I looked, but there was no one to help; I was appalled that no one offered support. So my arm brought me salvation,* And my own wrath supported me.  6 I trampled peoples in my anger, I made them drunk with my wrath And poured out their blood on the ground.”  7 I will mention Jehovah’s acts of loyal love, The praiseworthy acts of Jehovah, Because of all that Jehovah has done for us, The many good things he has done for the house of Israel, According to his mercy and his great loyal love.  8 For he said: “Surely they are my people, sons who will not be disloyal.”* So he became their Savior.  9 During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved his holy spirit. He then turned into their enemy, And he fought against them. 11 And they remembered the days of old, The days of Moses his servant: “Where is the One who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is the One who put within him His holy spirit, 12 The One who made His glorious arm go with the right hand of Moses, The One who split the waters before them To make an everlasting name for himself, 13 The One who made them walk through the surging waters,* So that they walked without stumbling, Like a horse in the open country?* 14 Just like livestock when they go down into the valley plain, The spirit of Jehovah made them rest.” This is how you led your people, To make a majestic* name for yourself. 15 Look down from heaven and see From your lofty abode of holiness and glory.* Where are your zeal and your mightiness, The stirring of your compassions* and your mercy? They are withheld from me. 16 For you are our Father; Although Abraham may not know us And Israel may not recognize us, You, O Jehovah, are our Father. Our Repurchaser of long ago is your name. 17 Why do you, O Jehovah, let us* wander from your ways? Why do you let* our hearts become hard, so that we do not fear you? Return, for the sake of your servants, The tribes of your inheritance. 18 Your holy people possessed it for a short time. Our adversaries have trampled on your sanctuary. 19 For too long we have become like those you never ruled over, Like those never called by your name. 
64 If only you had ripped the heavens apart and come down, So that the mountains would quake because of you,  2 As when a fire ignites the brushwood, And the fire makes the water boil, Then your name would be known to your adversaries, And the nations would tremble before you!  3 When you did awe-inspiring things that we dared not hope for, You came down, and the mountains quaked before you.  4 From of old no one has heard or given ear, Nor has any eye seen a God except you, Who acts in behalf of those who keep in expectation of* him.  5 You have met up with those who joyfully do what is right, Those who remember you and follow your ways. Look! You became indignant, while we kept sinning, We did so for a long time. Should we now be saved?  6 And we have all become like someone unclean, And all our acts of righteousness are like a menstrual cloth. We will all wither like a leaf, And our errors will carry us off like the wind.  7 There is no one calling on your name, No one who stirs himself to take hold of you, For you have hidden your face from us, And you cause us to waste away* because of* our error.  8 But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.  9 Do not become too indignant, O Jehovah, And do not remember our error forever. Look at us, please, for we are all your people. 10 Your holy cities have become a wilderness. Zion has become a wilderness, Jerusalem a wasteland. 11 Our house* of holiness and glory,* Where our forefathers praised you, Has been burned with fire, And all the things we cherished lie in ruins. 12 In view of this, will you still restrain yourself, O Jehovah? Will you remain silent and let us be afflicted so severely? 
65 “I have let myself be searched for by those who did not ask for me; I have let myself be found by those who did not look for me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am!’ to a nation that was not calling on my name.  2 I have spread out my hands all day long to a stubborn people, To those walking in the way that is not good, Following their own thoughts;  3 A people who constantly offend me to my face, Sacrificing in gardens and making sacrificial smoke on bricks.  4 They sit among graves, And they pass the night in hidden places,* Eating the flesh of pigs, And the broth of foul* things is in their vessels.  5 They say, ‘Keep to yourself; do not approach me, For I am holier than you.’* These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire burning all day long.  6 Look! It is written before me; I will not stand still, But I will repay them, I will repay them in full measure*  7 For their errors and for the errors of their forefathers as well,” says Jehovah. “Because they have made sacrificial smoke on the mountains And have reproached me on the hills, I will first measure out their wages in full.”*  8 This is what Jehovah says: “Just as when new wine is found in a cluster of grapes And someone says, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is some good* in it,’ So I will do for the sake of my servants; I will not destroy them all.  9 I will bring out of Jacob an offspring* And out of Judah the one to inherit my mountains; My chosen ones will take possession of it, And my servants will reside there. 10 Sharʹon will become a pasture for sheep And the Valley* of Aʹchor a resting-place for cattle, For my people who search for me. 11 But you are among those forsaking Jehovah, Those forgetting my holy mountain, Those setting a table for the god of Good Luck, And those filling up cups of mixed wine for the god of Destiny. 12 So I will destine you for the sword, And all of you will bow down to be slaughtered, Because I called, but you did not answer, I spoke, but you did not listen; You kept doing what was bad in my eyes, And you chose what displeased me.” 13 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame. 14 Look! My servants will shout joyfully because of the good condition of the heart, But you will cry out because of the pain of heart And you will wail because of a broken spirit. 15 You will leave behind a name that my chosen ones will use as a curse, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will put each of you to death, But his own servants he will call by another name; 16 So that anyone who seeks a blessing for himself in the earth Will be blessed by the God of truth,* And anyone who swears an oath in the earth Will swear by the God of truth.* For the former distresses* will be forgotten; They will be concealed from my eyes. 17 For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart. 18 So exult and be joyful forever in what I am creating. For look! I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joy And her people a cause for exultation. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and exult in my people; No more will there be heard in her the sound of weeping or a cry of distress.” 20 “No more will there be an infant from that place who lives but a few days, Nor an old man who fails to live out his days. For anyone who dies at a hundred will be considered a mere boy, And the sinner will be cursed, even though he is a hundred years of age.* 21 They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them. 24 Even before they call out, I will answer; While they are yet speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, The lion will eat straw just like the bull, And the serpent’s food will be dust. They will do no harm nor cause any ruin in all my holy mountain,” says Jehovah. 
66 This is what Jehovah says: “The heavens are my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where, then, is the house that you could build for me, And where is my resting-place?”  2 “My own hand has made all these things, And this is how they all came to be,” declares Jehovah. “To this one, then, I will look, To the one humble and broken in spirit who trembles at* my word.  3 The one slaughtering the bull is like one striking down a man. The one sacrificing a sheep is like one breaking the neck of a dog. The one offering a gift—like the blood of a pig! The one presenting a memorial offering of frankincense is like one saying a blessing with magical words.* They have chosen their own ways, And they take delight* in what is disgusting.  4 So I will choose ways to punish them, And the very things they dread I will bring upon them. Because when I called, no one answered; When I spoke, there were none who listened. They kept doing what was bad in my eyes, And they chose to do what displeased me.”  5 Hear the word of Jehovah, you who tremble at* his word: “Your brothers who hate you and exclude you because of my name said, ‘May Jehovah be glorified!’ But He will appear and bring you joy, And they are the ones who will be put to shame.”  6 There is a sound of uproar from the city, a sound from the temple! It is the sound of Jehovah repaying his enemies what they deserve.  7 Before she went into labor, she gave birth. Before birth pangs came to her, she delivered a male child.  8 Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Will a land be brought to birth in one day? Or will a nation be born all at once? Yet, as soon as Zion went into labor, she gave birth to her sons.  9 “Will I bring it to the point of birth and then not bring it forth?” says Jehovah. “Or would I cause the birth and then shut the womb?” says your God. 10 Rejoice with Jerusalem and be joyful with her, all you who love her. Exult greatly with her, all you who are in mourning over her, 11 For you will nurse and be fully satisfied from her breast of consolation, And you will drink deeply and find delight in the abundance of her glory. 12 For this is what Jehovah says: “Here I am extending to her peace just like a river And the glory of nations like a flooding torrent. You will nurse and be carried on the hip, And you will be bounced on the knees. 13 As a mother comforts her son, So I will keep comforting you; And over Jerusalem you will be comforted. 14 You will see this, and your heart will rejoice, Your bones will flourish just like new grass. And the hand* of Jehovah will become known to his servants, But he will denounce his enemies.” 15 “For Jehovah will come as a fire, And his chariots are like a storm wind, To repay in furious anger, To rebuke with flames of fire. 16 For with fire Jehovah will execute judgment, Yes, with his sword, against all flesh;* And the slain of Jehovah will be many. 17 “Those sanctifying themselves and cleansing themselves to enter the gardens* following one who is in the center, those eating the flesh of pigs and loathsome things and mice, they will all come to their end together,” declares Jehovah. 18 “Since I know about their works and their thoughts, I am coming to gather people of all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory.” 19 “I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who escape to the nations—to Tarʹshish, Pul, and Lud, those who draw the bow, to Tuʹbal and Jaʹvan, and to the faraway islands—who have not heard a report about me or seen my glory; and they will proclaim my glory among the nations. 20 They will bring all your brothers out of all the nations as a gift to Jehovah, on horses, in chariots, in covered wagons, on mules, and on swift camels, up to my holy mountain, Jerusalem,” says Jehovah, “just as when the people of Israel bring their gift in a clean vessel into the house of Jehovah.” 21 “I will also take some for the priests and for the Levites,” says Jehovah. 22 “For just as the new heavens and the new earth that I am making will remain standing before me,” declares Jehovah, “so your offspring* and your name will remain.” 23 “And from new moon to new moon and from sabbath to sabbath, All flesh* will come in to bow down before* me,” says Jehovah. 24 “And they will go out and look on the carcasses of the men who rebelled against me; For the worms on them will not die, And their fire will not be extinguished, And they will become something repulsive to all people.”*

Or possibly, “bright-red.”
Or “victory.”
Or “prove false.”
Or “the angel of his presence.”
Or “deep waters.”
Or “the wilderness?”
Or “beautiful.”
Or “beauty.”
Lit., “The agitation of your inward parts.”
Or “cause us to.”
Lit., “make.”
Or “patiently wait for.”
Lit., “to melt.”
Lit., “by the hand of.”
Or “the One who formed us.”
Or “temple.”
Or “beauty.”
Or possibly, “in watch huts.”
Or “unclean.”
Or possibly, “For I will convey my holiness to you.”
Lit., “into their bosom.”
Lit., “into their bosom.”
Lit., “a blessing.”
Lit., “a seed.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Or “faithfulness.” Lit., “Amen.”
Or “faithfulness.” Lit., “Amen.”
Or “troubles.”
Or “be remembered.”
Or possibly, “And the one who falls short of a hundred will be considered cursed.”
Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “is anxious about.”
Or possibly, “one praising an idol.”
Or “their soul takes delight.”
Or “are anxious about.”
Or “power.”
Or “all humans.”
That is, special gardens used in idol worship.
Lit., “seed.”
Or “all humans.”
Or “to worship.”
Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (Isa. 65:1-25) “I have let myself be searched for by those who did not ask for me; I have let myself be found by those who did not look for me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am!’ to a nation that was not calling on my name.  2 I have spread out my hands all day long to a stubborn people, To those walking in the way that is not good, Following their own thoughts;  3 A people who constantly offend me to my face, Sacrificing in gardens and making sacrificial smoke on bricks.  4 They sit among graves, And they pass the night in hidden places,* Eating the flesh of pigs, And the broth of foul* things is in their vessels.  5 They say, ‘Keep to yourself; do not approach me, For I am holier than you.’* These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire burning all day long.  6 Look! It is written before me; I will not stand still, But I will repay them, I will repay them in full measure*  7 For their errors and for the errors of their forefathers as well,” says Jehovah. “Because they have made sacrificial smoke on the mountains And have reproached me on the hills, I will first measure out their wages in full.”*  8 This is what Jehovah says: “Just as when new wine is found in a cluster of grapes And someone says, ‘Do not destroy it, for there is some good* in it,’ So I will do for the sake of my servants; I will not destroy them all.  9 I will bring out of Jacob an offspring* And out of Judah the one to inherit my mountains; My chosen ones will take possession of it, And my servants will reside there. 10 Sharʹon will become a pasture for sheep And the Valley* of Aʹchor a resting-place for cattle, For my people who search for me. 11 But you are among those forsaking Jehovah, Those forgetting my holy mountain, Those setting a table for the god of Good Luck, And those filling up cups of mixed wine for the god of Destiny. 12 So I will destine you for the sword, And all of you will bow down to be slaughtered, Because I called, but you did not answer, I spoke, but you did not listen; You kept doing what was bad in my eyes, And you chose what displeased me.” 13 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame. 14 Look! My servants will shout joyfully because of the good condition of the heart, But you will cry out because of the pain of heart And you will wail because of a broken spirit. 15 You will leave behind a name that my chosen ones will use as a curse, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will put each of you to death, But his own servants he will call by another name; 16 So that anyone who seeks a blessing for himself in the earth Will be blessed by the God of truth,* And anyone who swears an oath in the earth Will swear by the God of truth.* For the former distresses* will be forgotten; They will be concealed from my eyes. 17 For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart. 18 So exult and be joyful forever in what I am creating. For look! I am creating Jerusalem a cause for joy And her people a cause for exultation. 19 And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and exult in my people; No more will there be heard in her the sound of weeping or a cry of distress.” 20 “No more will there be an infant from that place who lives but a few days, Nor an old man who fails to live out his days. For anyone who dies at a hundred will be considered a mere boy, And the sinner will be cursed, even though he is a hundred years of age.* 21 They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them. 24 Even before they call out, I will answer; While they are yet speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, The lion will eat straw just like the bull, And the serpent’s food will be dust. They will do no harm nor cause any ruin in all my holy mountain,” says Jehovah.

Or possibly, “in watch huts.”
Or “unclean.”
Or possibly, “For I will convey my holiness to you.”
Lit., “into their bosom.”
Lit., “into their bosom.”
Lit., “a blessing.”
Lit., “a seed.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Or “faithfulness.” Lit., “Amen.”
Or “faithfulness.” Lit., “Amen.”
Or “troubles.”
Or “be remembered.”
Or possibly, “And the one who falls short of a hundred will be considered cursed.”
Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”
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