
[image: Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, June 2020]






	
Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook June 2020


	
Sample Conversations


	
June 1-7


	
Joseph Forgives His Brothers


	
June 8-14


	
Relief From Famine


	
June 15-21


	
Older Ones Have Much to Share


	
What Can You Learn From Experienced Christians?


	
June 22-28


	
“I Will Become What I Choose to Become”


	
June 29–July 5


	
“I Will Be With You as You Speak”


	
How to Use the Sample Conversations


	
You Can Preach and Teach!


	
Page Navigation







	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7

	8






Our Christian Life and Ministry​—Meeting Workbook June 2020


© 2020 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses








[image: Moses and Aaron appearing before Pharaoh and members of the Egyptian royal court.]

Moses and Aaron appear before Pharaoh






Sample Conversations




●○ INITIAL CALL*


Question: Are we living in the last days?

Scripture: 2Ti 3:1-5

Link: What will happen after the last days?

FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:


	

[image: The book ‘What Can the Bible Teach Us?’]



  bhs 98 ¶10














○● RETURN VISIT


Question: What will happen after the last days?

Scripture: Re 21:3, 4

Link: How can we enjoy the life God has promised?

FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:


	

[image: The book ‘What Can the Bible Teach Us?’]



  bhs 100 ¶15

















^ par. 2 Beginning this month, the sample conversations will include only the initial call and return visit.






^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”








June 1-7

GENESIS 44-45





	  Song 130 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Joseph Forgives His Brothers”: (10 min.)

	Ge 44:1, 2​—Joseph tested his brothers’ motives (w15 5/1 14-15)



	Ge 44:33, 34​—Judah pleaded in Benjamin’s behalf



	Ge 45:4, 5​—Joseph imitated Jehovah’s willingness to forgive







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ge 44:13​—What was signified by the ripping of garments? (it-2 813)



	Ge 45:5-8​—What can help us to endure injustice? (w04 8/15 15 ¶15)



	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah God, the field ministry, or something else?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ge 45:1-15 (th study 10)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Apply Yourself to Reading and Teaching: (10 min.) Discussion. Play the video Informative to Your Audience, and then discuss study 18 of the Teaching brochure.



	  Talk: (5 min. or less) w06 2/1 31​—Theme: Did Joseph use a special silver cup to read omens, as Genesis 44:5, 15 seems to indicate? (th study 18)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 58



	  Local Needs: (10 min.)



	  Organizational Accomplishments: (5 min.) Play the Organizational Accomplishments video for June.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 117



	  Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)



	  Song 19 and Prayer















^ (Gen. 44:1, 2) Later he commanded the man who was over his house: “Fill the bags of the men with as much food as they can carry, and place the money of each one in the mouth of his bag. 2 But you must place my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the bag of the youngest, along with the money for his grain.” So he did as Joseph had instructed.



^ (Gen. 44:33, 34) So now, please, let your slave stay instead of the boy as my master’s slave, in order that the boy may return with his brothers. 34 How can I return to my father without the boy along with me? I could not bear looking on when this calamity befalls my father!”



^ (Gen. 45:4, 5) So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With that they came close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life.



^ (Gen. 44:13) Then they ripped their garments apart, and each of them lifted his load back onto his donkey and returned to the city.



^ (Gen. 45:5-8) But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life. 6 This is the second year of the famine in the land, and there are yet five years in which there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God sent me ahead of you in order to preserve for you a remnant on the earth* and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So, then, it was not you who sent me here, but it was the true God, in order to appoint me as chief adviser* to Pharʹaoh and lord for all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

Or “in the land.”
Lit., “as father.”


^ (Gen. 44:5) Is not this what my master drinks from and uses to read omens expertly? It is a wicked thing you have done.’”



^ (Gen. 44:15) Joseph said to them: “What is this deed that you have done? Did you not know that a man like me can expertly read omens?”









[image: Joseph revealing his identity to his brothers as they look on with amazement.]




TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | GENESIS 44-45

Joseph Forgives His Brothers





44:1, 2, 33, 34; 45:4, 5

It can be a challenge to forgive, especially when someone has harmed us deliberately. What helped Joseph to forgive his brothers when they wronged him?

	  Joseph did not seek revenge but looked for a basis to forgive.​—Ps 86:5; Lu 17:3, 4



	  He let go of resentment and reflected the disposition of Jehovah, who forgives generously.​—Mic 7:18, 19





How can I imitate Jehovah’s forgiveness?









[image: Collage: 1. Two sisters having a conversation at a Kingdom Hall. 2. Two brothers shaking hands.]





^ (Gen. 44:1, 2) Later he commanded the man who was over his house: “Fill the bags of the men with as much food as they can carry, and place the money of each one in the mouth of his bag. 2 But you must place my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the bag of the youngest, along with the money for his grain.” So he did as Joseph had instructed.



^ (Gen. 44:33, 34) So now, please, let your slave stay instead of the boy as my master’s slave, in order that the boy may return with his brothers. 34 How can I return to my father without the boy along with me? I could not bear looking on when this calamity befalls my father!”



^ (Gen. 45:4, 5) So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With that they came close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life.



^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Luke 17:3, 4) Pay attention to yourselves. If your brother commits a sin, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins seven times a day against you and he comes back to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”



^ (Mic. 7:18, 19) Who is a God like you, Pardoning error and passing over the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? He will not hold onto his anger forever, For he delights in loyal love. 19 He will again show us mercy; he will conquer* our errors. You will throw all their sins into the depths of the sea.

Or “tread down; subdue.”







June 8-14

GENESIS 46-47





	  Song 86 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Relief From Famine”: (10 min.)

	Ge 47:13​—A severe famine afflicted Egypt and Canaan (w87 5/1 15 ¶2)



	Ge 47:16, 19, 20​—The Egyptians had to make sacrifices in order to preserve their lives



	Ge 47:23-25​—Effort is required to benefit from the abundant spiritual food available today (kr 234-235 ¶11-12)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ge 46:4​—What did it mean for Joseph to “lay his hand” on Jacob’s eyes? (it-1 220 ¶1)



	Ge 46:26, 27​—How many people of Jacob’s house entered into Egypt? (“75 persons in all” study note on Ac 7:14, nwtsty)



	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah God, the field ministry, or something else?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ge 47:1-17 (th study 10)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience the following questions: How did the publisher use questions effectively? How did he make the scripture application clear?



	  Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 3)



	  Initial Call: (5 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Then offer the Teach Us book, and start a Bible study in chapter 9. (th study 14)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 96



	  Keep Feeding on Jehovah’s Reminders: (15 min.) Play the video Treasure Jehovah’s Reminders. Encourage all to continue feeding on God’s Word and the spiritual food available to us.​—Isa 25:6; 55:1; 65:13; Mt 24:45.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 118



	  Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)



	  Song 109 and Prayer















^ (Gen. 47:13) Now there was no food* in all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan became exhausted as a result of the famine.

Lit., “bread.”


^ (Gen. 47:16) Then Joseph said: “If your money has run out, hand over your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock.”



^ (Gen. 47:19, 20) Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we together with our land will become slaves to Pharʹaoh. Give us seed so that we may live and not die and that our land may not become desolate.” 20 Joseph then bought all the land of the Egyptians for Pharʹaoh because every Egyptian sold his field, for the famine was very severe; and the land became Pharʹaoh’s.



^ (Gen. 47:23-25) Then Joseph said to the people: “See, I have today bought you and your land for Pharʹaoh. Here is seed for you, and you must sow the land with it. 24 When it produces, give a fifth to Pharʹaoh, but four parts will be yours as seed for the field and as food for you and for those in your houses and for your children to eat.” 25 So they said: “You have preserved our lives. Let us find favor in the eyes of my lord, and we will become slaves to Pharʹaoh.”



^ (Gen. 46:4) I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I myself will also bring you back from there, and Joseph will lay his hand on your eyes.”*

That is, to close them at Jacob’s death.


^ (Gen. 46:26, 27) All those* who descended from Jacob and went into Egypt with him, aside from the wives of Jacob’s sons, were 66. 27 Joseph’s sons who were born to him in Egypt were two.* All the people* of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were 70.

Or “All the souls.”
Or “two souls.”
Or “souls.”


^ (Isa. 25:6) In this mountain Jehovah of armies will make for all the peoples A banquet of rich dishes, A banquet of fine wine,* Of rich dishes filled with marrow, Of fine, filtered wine.

Or “of wine kept on the dregs.”


^ (Isa. 55:1) Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.



^ (Isa. 65:13) Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame.



^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | GENESIS 46-47

Relief From Famine





47:13, 16, 19, 20, 23-25



[image: Joseph working as the food administrator in Egypt. Men bring sacks of grain to him.]



The world today suffers from spiritual famine. (Am 8:11) By means of Christ Jesus, Jehovah provides an abundance of nourishing spiritual food.

	  Bible-based publications



	  Congregation meetings



	  Assemblies and conventions



	  Audio recordings



	  Videos



	  JW.ORG



	  JW Broadcasting





What sacrifices am I making to feed regularly at Jehovah’s table?









[image: A brother conducting the ‘Watchtower’ Study. Brothers and sisters in the audience raise their hand to give a comment.]





^ (Gen. 47:13) Now there was no food* in all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan became exhausted as a result of the famine.

Lit., “bread.”


^ (Gen. 47:16) Then Joseph said: “If your money has run out, hand over your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock.”



^ (Gen. 47:19, 20) Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we together with our land will become slaves to Pharʹaoh. Give us seed so that we may live and not die and that our land may not become desolate.” 20 Joseph then bought all the land of the Egyptians for Pharʹaoh because every Egyptian sold his field, for the famine was very severe; and the land became Pharʹaoh’s.



^ (Gen. 47:23-25) Then Joseph said to the people: “See, I have today bought you and your land for Pharʹaoh. Here is seed for you, and you must sow the land with it. 24 When it produces, give a fifth to Pharʹaoh, but four parts will be yours as seed for the field and as food for you and for those in your houses and for your children to eat.” 25 So they said: “You have preserved our lives. Let us find favor in the eyes of my lord, and we will become slaves to Pharʹaoh.”



^ (Amos 8:11) ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘When I will send a famine into the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But for hearing the words of Jehovah.








June 15-21

GENESIS 48-50





	  Song 30 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Older Ones Have Much to Share”: (10 min.)

	Ge 48:21, 22​—Jacob expressed faith in the future conquest of Canaan (it-1 1246 ¶8)



	Ge 49:1​—Jacob’s deathbed prophecy revealed his faith (it-2 206 ¶1)



	Ge 50:24, 25​—Joseph expressed faith in the fulfillment of Jehovah’s promises (w07 6/1 28 ¶10)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ge 49:19​—How was Jacob’s prophecy regarding Gad fulfilled? (w04 6/1 15 ¶4-5)



	Ge 49:27​—How was Jacob’s prophecy regarding Benjamin fulfilled? (it-1 289 ¶2)



	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah God, the field ministry, or something else?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ge 49:8-26 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience the following questions: How did the publishers cooperate in giving a witness? How can we imitate their conviction when we give a witness?



	  Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Overcome a common objection. (th study 6)



	  Return Visit: (5 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Then offer the Teach Us book, and start a Bible study in chapter 9. (th study 16)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 138



	  “What Can You Learn From Experienced Christians?”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Maintaining Unity Under Ban.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 119



	  Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)



	  Song 25 and Prayer















^ (Gen. 48:21, 22) Then Israel said to Joseph: “Look, I am dying, but God will certainly continue with you and return you to the land of your forefathers. 22 As for me, I do give you one portion of land* more than to your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amʹor·ites with my sword and my bow.”

Or “one slope of land.” Lit., “one shoulder.”


^ (Gen. 49:1) And Jacob called his sons and said: “Gather yourselves together that I may tell you what will happen to you in the final part of the days.



^ (Gen. 50:24, 25) At length Joseph said to his brothers: “I am dying, but God will without fail turn his attention to you, and he will certainly bring you up out of this land to the land about which he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying: “God will without fail turn his attention to you. You must take my bones up out of here.”



^ (Gen. 49:19) “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid him, but he will raid at their heels.



^ (Gen. 49:27) “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.”









[image: An elderly brother showing a photo album to a young couple.]




TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | GENESIS 48-50

Older Ones Have Much to Share





48:21, 22; 49:1; 50:24, 25

Older ones strengthen our faith in Jehovah and his promises when they tell us firsthand accounts of the “wonderful works” that Jehovah has performed during these last days. (Ps 71:17, 18) If you are blessed with older ones in your congregation, ask them about

	  how Jehovah helped them to overcome obstacles in serving him



	  the increase that they have seen in the number of Kingdom proclaimers



	  their joy at receiving clarifications in our understanding of Bible truth



	  the refinements that they have observed in Jehovah’s organization













^ (Gen. 48:21, 22) Then Israel said to Joseph: “Look, I am dying, but God will certainly continue with you and return you to the land of your forefathers. 22 As for me, I do give you one portion of land* more than to your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amʹor·ites with my sword and my bow.”

Or “one slope of land.” Lit., “one shoulder.”


^ (Gen. 49:1) And Jacob called his sons and said: “Gather yourselves together that I may tell you what will happen to you in the final part of the days.



^ (Gen. 50:24, 25) At length Joseph said to his brothers: “I am dying, but God will without fail turn his attention to you, and he will certainly bring you up out of this land to the land about which he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying: “God will without fail turn his attention to you. You must take my bones up out of here.”



^ (Ps. 71:17, 18) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”








[image: A young sister holding the arm of an elderly sister.]




LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

What Can You Learn From Experienced Christians?





In our congregations we find those who have served Jehovah for many decades. We can learn from their firm reliance on Jehovah. We can ask them about the history of Jehovah’s organization and about the challenges they have faced and overcome with Jehovah’s help. We may even invite one of these dear ones to share experiences during a Family Worship evening.

If you are an experienced Christian, freely express your faith to younger Christians. Jacob and Joseph shared their experience with their offspring. (Ge 48:21, 22; 50:24, 25) Jehovah later expected family heads to teach their children about his mighty acts. (De 4:9, 10; Ps 78:4-7) In our day, parents and others in the congregation can pass on to the future generation the wonderful things that they have seen Jehovah accomplish through his organization.

WATCH THE VIDEO MAINTAINING UNITY UNDER BAN, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  How did the Austria branch help our brothers in some countries where our work was banned?



	  How did the brothers in these countries keep their faith strong?



	  Why did many publishers in Romania separate from Jehovah’s organization, and how did they return?



	  How do these experiences strengthen your faith?













[image: Collage: Scenes from the video ‘Maintaining Unity Under Ban.’ 1. A map showing the countries that were under ban in Eastern Europe. 2. A mimeograph machine. 3. Romanian brothers hugging one another.]

Find spiritual treasures in the heart of experienced Christians!







What if most of the publishers in your congregation were baptized in recent years? You can find experiences of longtime Witnesses on jw.org in the Library section under “Videos” or in the Watch Tower Publications Index under “Life Stories of Jehovah’s Witnesses.”







^ (Gen. 48:21, 22) Then Israel said to Joseph: “Look, I am dying, but God will certainly continue with you and return you to the land of your forefathers. 22 As for me, I do give you one portion of land* more than to your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amʹor·ites with my sword and my bow.”

Or “one slope of land.” Lit., “one shoulder.”


^ (Gen. 50:24, 25) At length Joseph said to his brothers: “I am dying, but God will without fail turn his attention to you, and he will certainly bring you up out of this land to the land about which he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying: “God will without fail turn his attention to you. You must take my bones up out of here.”



^ (Deut. 4:9, 10) “Just be careful and watch yourself closely,* so that you may not forget the things that your eyes have seen and so that they may not depart from your heart all the days of your life. You must also make them known to your sons and to your grandsons. 10 On the day that you stood before Jehovah your God in Horʹeb, Jehovah said to me, ‘Congregate the people together to me so that I may let them hear my words, in order that they may learn to fear me all the days that they are alive on the ground and that they may teach their sons.’

Or “and pay close attention to your soul.”


^ (Ps. 78:4-7) We will not hide from their sons; We will relate to the generation to come The praiseworthy deeds of Jehovah and his strength, The wonderful things he has done.  5 He established a reminder in Jacob And set a law in Israel; He commanded our forefathers To make these things known to their children,  6 So that the next generation, The children yet to be born, might know them. They in turn would relate them to their children.  7 Then these would put their confidence in God. They would not forget God’s works But would observe his commandments.








June 22-28

EXODUS 1-3





	  Song 7 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “I Will Become What I Choose to Become”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Exodus.]



	Ex 3:13​—Moses wanted to know more about the person represented by the name Jehovah (w13 3/15 25 ¶4)



	Ex 3:14​—Jehovah becomes whatever is needed to accomplish his purpose (kr 43, box)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ex 2:10​—Why is it reasonable to believe that Pharaoh’s daughter adopted Moses? (g04 4/8 6 ¶5)



	Ex 3:1​—What kind of priest was Jethro? (w04 3/15 24 ¶4)



	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah God, the field ministry, or something else?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 2:11-25 (th study 11)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Overcome an objection common in your territory. (th study 16)



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Then offer a recent magazine to address a topic raised by the householder. (th study 12)



	  Talk: (5 min. or less) w02 6/15 11 ¶1-4​—Theme: Something Greater Than the Treasures of Egypt. (th study 13)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 2



	  Become Jehovah’s Friend​—Jehovah’s Name: (6 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then, if possible, invite selected young children to the stage, and ask them: What does Jehovah’s name mean? What did Jehovah create? How can Jehovah help you?



	  The Divine Name Is Exalted in Scandinavia: (9 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience: Why was the divine name virtually unknown prior to the 16th century? How did the name Jehovah begin to be used in Scandinavia? Why do you appreciate the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures?



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 120



	  Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)



	  Song 104 and Prayer















^ (Ex. 3:13) But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?”



^ (Ex. 3:14) So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ (Ex. 2:10) When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharʹaoh’s daughter, and he became a son to her. She named him Moses* and said: “It is because I have drawn him out of the water.”

Meaning “Drawn Out,” that is, saved out of the water.


^ (Ex. 3:1) Moses became a shepherd of the flock of his father-in-law Jethʹro, the priest of Midʹi·an. While he was leading the flock to the west side of the wilderness, he eventually came to the mountain of the true God, to Horʹeb.









[image: Moses kneeling on the ground and shielding his face from a burning bush.]




TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | EXODUS 1-3

“I Will Become What I Choose to Become”





3:13, 14

Jehovah revealed to Moses a thrilling aspect of His own nature. Within the bounds of his perfect standards, Jehovah becomes whatever is needed in each circumstance to accomplish his will. Much like a human parent, Jehovah fills whatever roles are necessary to care for his children.

What roles has Jehovah filled in my life?









[image: Collage: A father caring for his family in a variety of ways. 1. He talks with his son before tucking him into bed. 2. He considers the daily text with his wife and son. 3. He teaches his son how to ride a bike.]





^ (Ex. 3:13, 14) But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.







June 29–July 5

EXODUS 4-5





	  Song 3 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “I Will Be With You as You Speak”: (10 min.)

	Ex 4:10, 13​—Moses felt inadequate for his assignment (w10 10/15 13-14)



	Ex 4:11, 12​—Jehovah assured him (w14 4/15 9 ¶5-6)



	Ex 4:14, 15​—Jehovah provided Aaron to assist Moses (w10 10/15 14)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ex 4:24-26​—For what possible reason did Zipporah call Jehovah “a bridegroom of blood”? (w04 3/15 28 ¶4)



	Ex 5:2​—In what sense did Pharaoh not know Jehovah? (it-2 12 ¶5)



	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah God, the field ministry, or something else?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ex 4:1-17 (th study 12)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (3 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Then invite the person to our meetings. (th study 2)



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Begin with the sample conversation. Then offer a study publication. (th study 4)



	  Bible Study: (5 min. or less) bhs 100 ¶15-16 (th study 8)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 61



	  “How to Use the Sample Conversations”: (5 min.) Discussion.



	  “You Can Preach and Teach!”: (10 min.) Discussion. Play the video Be a Courageous . . . Publisher.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 121



	  Concluding Comments (3 min. or less)



	  Song 73 and Prayer















^ (Ex. 4:10) Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.”

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”


^ (Ex. 4:13) But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to send.”



^ (Ex. 4:11, 12) Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you as you speak,* and I will teach you what you should say.”

Lit., “with your mouth.”


^ (Ex. 4:14, 15) Then Jehovah’s anger blazed against Moses, and he said: “What about your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak very well. And he is now on his way here to meet you. When he sees you, his heart will rejoice. 15 So you must speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with you and him as you speak, and I will teach you men what to do.



^ (Ex. 4:24-26) Now on the road at the lodging place, Jehovah met him and was seeking to put him to death. 25 Finally Zip·poʹrah took a flint* and circumcised her son and caused his foreskin to touch his feet and said: “It is because you are a bridegroom of blood to me.” 26 So He let him go. At that time she said, “a bridegroom of blood,” because of the circumcision.

Or “flint knife.”


^ (Ex. 5:2) But Pharʹaoh said: “Who is Jehovah, that I should obey his voice to send Israel away? I do not know Jehovah at all, and what is more, I will not send Israel away.”









[image: Moses and Aaron appearing before Pharaoh and members of the Egyptian royal court.]




TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | EXODUS 4-5

“I Will Be With You as You Speak”





4:10-15

With Jehovah’s help, Moses overcame his fears. What can we learn from Jehovah’s interaction with Moses?

	  We should avoid focusing on our own inadequacies



	  We can be confident that Jehovah will give us whatever we need to fulfill our assignments



	  Faith in God is the antidote to fear of man







[image: A brother taking a stand for his faith before court officials.]



How has Jehovah helped me to overcome hurdles in the ministry?









^ (Ex. 4:10-15) Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.” 11 Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you as you speak,* and I will teach you what you should say.” 13 But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to send.” 14 Then Jehovah’s anger blazed against Moses, and he said: “What about your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak very well. And he is now on his way here to meet you. When he sees you, his heart will rejoice. 15 So you must speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with you and him as you speak, and I will teach you men what to do.

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”
Lit., “with your mouth.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

How to Use the Sample Conversations





Since January 2018, sample conversations have appeared on the cover of Our Christian Life and Ministry​—Meeting Workbook. How can they be used?



[image: A sister giving a student assignment at the midweek meeting.]



When Giving Student Assignments: You should use the question, scripture, and link from the sample conversation. However, this does not mean that you must copy the wording used in the sample conversation video. You may use a different setting, introduction, line of reasoning, and so forth. You may also offer a publication from our Teaching Toolbox, even if it is not specified in the instructions for the part.





[image: The same sister in the field ministry, reading a scripture to a woman.]



When in the Ministry: The sample conversations are designed to provide helpful ideas. If a person shows sincere interest and wants to know more, you may continue the conversation, perhaps using content from the sample return visit. You may modify the sample conversations or use something entirely different. Would a subject from a previous month or a different scripture have wider appeal in the local territory? Are people where you live more interested in a current event or a local news item? Regardless of how you choose to use the sample conversations, your goal should be to “do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.”​—1Co 9:22, 23.









^ (1 Cor. 9:22, 23) To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

You Can Preach and Teach!





Moses initially doubted his ability to fulfill an assignment that Jehovah had given him. (Ex 4:10, 13) Have you ever felt that way? Are you studying the Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses? Do you wonder whether you could ever preach from house to house? Or perhaps you are a young person who hesitates to witness at school. Or maybe you are afraid to participate in telephone witnessing or in some form of public witnessing. Beg Jehovah for the strength of his holy spirit. (1Pe 4:11) Be confident that he can equip you for any assignment he gives you.​—Ex 4:11, 12.

WATCH THE VIDEO BE A COURAGEOUS . . . PUBLISHER, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What challenge did Sister Aoyama face?



	  Where did she find strength and courage?​—Jer 20:7-9



	  How did she benefit by reaching out in Jehovah’s service?



	  What challenges in the ministry can Jehovah help you to overcome?















^ (Ex. 4:10) Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.”

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”


^ (Ex. 4:13) But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to send.”



^ (1 Pet. 4:11) If anyone speaks, let him do so as speaking pronouncements from God; if anyone ministers, let him do so as depending on the strength that God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. The glory and the might are his forever and ever. Amen.



^ (Ex. 4:11, 12) Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you as you speak,* and I will teach you what you should say.”

Lit., “with your mouth.”


^ (Jer. 20:7-9) You have fooled me, O Jehovah, and I was fooled. You used your strength against me, and you prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; Everyone ridicules me.  8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out and proclaim, “Violence and destruction!” For me the word of Jehovah has been the cause of insults and jeering all day long.  9 So I said: “I am not going to make mention of him, And I will speak no more in his name.” But in my heart it became like a burning fire shut up in my bones, And I was tired of holding it in; I could no longer endure it.







1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8






^ ***bhs p. 98 Is the End of the World Near?***


WHAT PEOPLE WOULD BE LIKE IN THE LAST DAYS

10. How is 2 Timothy 3:1-5 coming true today?

10 At 2 Timothy 3:1-5, the Bible says: “In the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.” The apostle Paul described how many people would behave during the last days. He said people would

	  be selfish



	  love money



	  disobey their parents



	  not be loyal



	  lack affection for their family



	  have no self-control



	  be violent and aggressive



	  love pleasures more than God



	  pretend to love God but refuse to obey him









^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ par. 10 (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.









^ ***bhs p. 100 Is the End of the World Near?***


WHAT WILL YOU DO?

15. (a) Do you believe that we are living in the last days, and why? (b) What will happen to those who obey Jehovah and to those who don’t?

15 Do you believe that we are living in the last days? Many Bible prophecies about the last days are coming true. Soon Jehovah will decide to stop the preaching of the good news and “the end” will come. (Matthew 24:14) What is the end? It is Armageddon, when God will remove all wickedness. Jehovah will use Jesus and his powerful angels to destroy anyone who refuses to obey Him and his Son. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) After that, Satan and his demons will not mislead people. And all those who want to obey God and accept his Kingdom will see every promise of God come true.​—Revelation 20:1-3; 21:3-5.





^ par. 15 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 15 (2 Thess. 1:6-9) This takes into account that it is righteous on God’s part to repay tribulation to those who make tribulation for you. 7 But you who suffer tribulation will be given relief along with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels 8 in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus. 9 These very ones will undergo the judicial punishment of everlasting destruction from before the Lord and from the glory of his strength,



^ par. 15 (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^ par. 15 (Rev. 21:3-5) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”














^ (Gen. 44:1-45:28) Later he commanded the man who was over his house: “Fill the bags of the men with as much food as they can carry, and place the money of each one in the mouth of his bag. 2 But you must place my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the bag of the youngest, along with the money for his grain.” So he did as Joseph had instructed. 3 In the morning when it had become light, the men were sent away with their donkeys. 4 They had not gone far from the city when Joseph said to the man who was over his house: “Get up! Chase after the men! When you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid bad for good? 5 Is not this what my master drinks from and uses to read omens expertly? It is a wicked thing you have done.’” 6 So he overtook them and spoke these words to them. 7 But they said to him: “Why does my lord say such a thing? It is unthinkable that your servants would do anything like this. 8 Why, the money that we found in the mouth of our bags we brought back to you from the land of Caʹnaan. How, then, could we steal silver or gold from the house of your master? 9 If it is found with one of your slaves, let him die, and the rest of us will also become slaves to my master.” 10 So he said: “Let it be as you say: The one with whom it is found will become my slave, but the rest of you will be innocent.” 11 With that each one quickly lowered his bag to the ground and opened it. 12 He searched carefully, starting with the oldest and finishing with the youngest. Finally the cup was found in Benjamin’s bag. 13 Then they ripped their garments apart, and each of them lifted his load back onto his donkey and returned to the city. 14 When Judah and his brothers went into Joseph’s house, he was still there; and they fell to the ground before him. 15 Joseph said to them: “What is this deed that you have done? Did you not know that a man like me can expertly read omens?” 16 At this Judah replied: “What can we say to my master? What can we speak? And how can we prove ourselves righteous? The true God has found out the error of your slaves. We are now slaves to my master, both we and the one in whose hand the cup was found!” 17 However, he said: “It is unthinkable for me to do this! The man in whose hand the cup was found is the one who will become a slave to me. As for the rest of you, go up in peace to your father.” 18 Judah now approached him and said: “I beg you, my master, please let your slave speak a word in my master’s ears, and do not become angry with your slave, for you are like Pharʹaoh himself. 19 My master asked his slaves, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ 20 So we said to my master, ‘We do have an aged father and a child of his old age, the youngest. But his brother is dead, so he is the only remaining son of his mother, and his father loves him.’ 21 After that you said to your slaves, ‘Bring him down to me so that I may see him.’ 22 But we said to my master, ‘The boy is not able to leave his father. If he did leave him, his father would certainly die.’ 23 Then you said to your slaves, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you may not see my face anymore.’ 24 “So we went up to your slave my father and told him the words of my master. 25 Later our father said, ‘Return and buy a little food for us.’ 26 But we said, ‘We are not able to go down. If our youngest brother is with us we will go down, for we cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 27 Then your slave my father said to us, ‘You well know that my wife bore but two sons to me. 28 But one of them left me and I said: “He must surely have been torn to pieces!” and I have not seen him until now. 29 If you were to take this one also out of my sight and a fatal accident were to befall him, you would certainly bring down my gray hairs to the Grave* with calamity.’ 30 “And now if I return to your slave my father without the boy along with us, since his own life* is bound up with this one’s life,* 31 then as soon as he sees that the boy is not there, he will die, and your slaves will indeed bring down the gray hairs of your slave our father to the Grave* in grief. 32 Your slave gave a guarantee to my father for the boy, saying, ‘If I fail to bring him back to you, then I will have sinned against my father forever.’ 33 So now, please, let your slave stay instead of the boy as my master’s slave, in order that the boy may return with his brothers. 34 How can I return to my father without the boy along with me? I could not bear looking on when this calamity befalls my father!” 
45 At this Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants. So he cried out: “Have everyone leave me!” No one else stayed with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 Then he began to weep so loudly that the Egyptians heard it and Pharʹaoh’s house heard it. 3 Finally Joseph said to his brothers: “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were unable to answer him at all, because they were astonished on account of him. 4 So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With that they came close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life. 6 This is the second year of the famine in the land, and there are yet five years in which there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God sent me ahead of you in order to preserve for you a remnant on the earth* and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So, then, it was not you who sent me here, but it was the true God, in order to appoint me as chief adviser* to Pharʹaoh and lord for all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 “Return quickly to my father, and you must say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph has said: “God has appointed me lord over all Egypt. Come down to me. Do not delay. 10 You must dwell in the land of Goʹshen, where you will be near me—you, your sons, your grandsons, your flocks, your herds, and everything you have. 11 I will supply you with food there, for there are yet five years of famine. Otherwise, you and your house and everything you have will come to poverty.”’ 12 You and my brother Benjamin can now see with your own eyes that I am really the one speaking to you. 13 So you must tell my father about all my glory in Egypt and everything you have seen. Now hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he embraced* his brother Benjamin and gave way to weeping, and Benjamin wept with his arms around his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers spoke with him. 16 The news reached the house of Pharʹaoh: “Joseph’s brothers have come!” It was good in the eyes of Pharʹaoh and his servants. 17 So Pharʹaoh said to Joseph: “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your beasts of burden and go to the land of Caʹnaan, 18 and take your father and your households and come here to me. I will give you the good things of the land of Egypt, and you will eat* the richest* part of the land.’ 19 And you are commanded to tell them: ‘Do this: Take wagons from the land of Egypt for your children and your wives, and you must bring your father on one of them and come here. 20 Do not worry about your belongings, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’” 21 And the sons of Israel did so, and Joseph gave them wagons according to Pharʹaoh’s orders, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 22 To each of them he gave individual changes of clothing, but to Benjamin he gave 300 silver pieces and five changes of clothing. 23 And to his father he sent the following: ten donkeys carrying good things of Egypt and ten female donkeys carrying grain and bread and sustenance for his father for the journey. 24 So he sent his brothers off, and as they departed, he said to them: “Do not become upset with one another on the way.” 25 Then they went up from Egypt and came into the land of Caʹnaan to their father Jacob. 26 Then they reported to him: “Joseph is still alive, and he is the ruler over all the land of Egypt!” But his heart grew numb because he did not believe them. 27 When they went on telling him all the words that Joseph had spoken to them and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob began to revive. 28 Israel exclaimed: “It is enough! My son Joseph is still alive! I must go and see him before I die!”

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “in the land.”
Lit., “as father.”
Lit., “fell upon the neck of.”
Or “live off.”
Or “fat.”


^ (Gen. 45:1-15) At this Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants. So he cried out: “Have everyone leave me!” No one else stayed with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 Then he began to weep so loudly that the Egyptians heard it and Pharʹaoh’s house heard it. 3 Finally Joseph said to his brothers: “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were unable to answer him at all, because they were astonished on account of him. 4 So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With that they came close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life. 6 This is the second year of the famine in the land, and there are yet five years in which there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God sent me ahead of you in order to preserve for you a remnant on the earth* and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So, then, it was not you who sent me here, but it was the true God, in order to appoint me as chief adviser* to Pharʹaoh and lord for all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 “Return quickly to my father, and you must say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph has said: “God has appointed me lord over all Egypt. Come down to me. Do not delay. 10 You must dwell in the land of Goʹshen, where you will be near me—you, your sons, your grandsons, your flocks, your herds, and everything you have. 11 I will supply you with food there, for there are yet five years of famine. Otherwise, you and your house and everything you have will come to poverty.”’ 12 You and my brother Benjamin can now see with your own eyes that I am really the one speaking to you. 13 So you must tell my father about all my glory in Egypt and everything you have seen. Now hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he embraced* his brother Benjamin and gave way to weeping, and Benjamin wept with his arms around his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers spoke with him.

Or “in the land.”
Lit., “as father.”
Lit., “fell upon the neck of.”





^ ***sjj song 130 Be Forgiving***


SONG 130

Be Forgiving


(Psalm 86:5)


	1. Lovingly Jehovah

Made provision through his Son

For our sins to be forgiven

And for death to be undone.

If we truly are repentant,

His forgiveness we can claim

On the basis of Christ’s ransom,

Asking pardon in his name.



	2. We receive such mercy

When we act like God above

And forgive each other freely,

Showing empathy and love.

Putting up with one another,

Putting hurtfulness away;

Showing honor to our brother,

Showing love’s surpassing way.



	3. Mercy is a virtue

That we all should cultivate.

It will keep us from resentment,

From the bitterness of hate.

When we imitate Jehovah,

Who is unsurpassed in love,

We will truly be forgiving;

We will be like God above.







(See also Matt. 6:12; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13.)





^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Matt. 6:12) and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.



^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah* freely forgave you, you must also do the same.

See App. A5.








^ ***w15 5/1 pp. 14-15 “Am I in the Place of God?”***


Joseph then sprang his trap. He had his brothers pursued, arrested, and accused of stealing the cup. When it was found in Benjamin’s bag, all of them were brought back to Joseph. Now Joseph had a chance to learn what kind of men his brothers were. Judah acted as their spokesman. He pleaded for mercy, even offering that all 11 of them become slaves in Egypt. Joseph countered that Benjamin alone must remain in Egypt as a slave but that all the rest of them must leave.​—Genesis 44:2-17.

Judah was moved to respond with an impassioned speech. “He is the only remaining son of his mother, and his father loves him,” Judah said. Those words must have touched Joseph, for he was the older son of Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel, who had died while giving birth to Benjamin. Joseph, like his father, evidently cherished memories of Rachel. Perhaps that connection made Benjamin even dearer to Joseph.​—Genesis 35:18-20; 44:20.

Judah went on to implore Joseph not to enslave Benjamin. He even offered to become a slave in Benjamin’s place. Then he concluded with this heartrending plea: “How can I return to my father without the boy along with me? I could not bear looking on when this calamity befalls my father!” (Genesis 44:18-34) Here, now, was evidence of a changed man. Not only did he show a repentant spirit but he even showed an admirable degree of empathy, selflessness, and compassion.

Joseph could bear no more. He had to release the emotion that was pent up within him. Dismissing all his servants, he wept so loudly that the sound carried to Pharaoh’s palace. Then he revealed himself at last: “I am Joseph your brother.” He embraced his stunned brothers and kindly extended forgiveness for all that they had done to him. (Genesis 45:1-15) He thus reflected the disposition of Jehovah, who forgives generously. (Psalm 86:5) Do we do likewise?





^ (Gen. 44:2-17) But you must place my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the bag of the youngest, along with the money for his grain.” So he did as Joseph had instructed. 3 In the morning when it had become light, the men were sent away with their donkeys. 4 They had not gone far from the city when Joseph said to the man who was over his house: “Get up! Chase after the men! When you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid bad for good? 5 Is not this what my master drinks from and uses to read omens expertly? It is a wicked thing you have done.’” 6 So he overtook them and spoke these words to them. 7 But they said to him: “Why does my lord say such a thing? It is unthinkable that your servants would do anything like this. 8 Why, the money that we found in the mouth of our bags we brought back to you from the land of Caʹnaan. How, then, could we steal silver or gold from the house of your master? 9 If it is found with one of your slaves, let him die, and the rest of us will also become slaves to my master.” 10 So he said: “Let it be as you say: The one with whom it is found will become my slave, but the rest of you will be innocent.” 11 With that each one quickly lowered his bag to the ground and opened it. 12 He searched carefully, starting with the oldest and finishing with the youngest. Finally the cup was found in Benjamin’s bag. 13 Then they ripped their garments apart, and each of them lifted his load back onto his donkey and returned to the city. 14 When Judah and his brothers went into Joseph’s house, he was still there; and they fell to the ground before him. 15 Joseph said to them: “What is this deed that you have done? Did you not know that a man like me can expertly read omens?” 16 At this Judah replied: “What can we say to my master? What can we speak? And how can we prove ourselves righteous? The true God has found out the error of your slaves. We are now slaves to my master, both we and the one in whose hand the cup was found!” 17 However, he said: “It is unthinkable for me to do this! The man in whose hand the cup was found is the one who will become a slave to me. As for the rest of you, go up in peace to your father.”



^ (Gen. 35:18-20) Just as her life was slipping away* (for she was dying), she named him Ben-oʹni,* but his father called him Benjamin.* 19 So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephʹrath, that is, Bethʹle·hem. 20 Jacob set up a pillar over her grave; it is the pillar of Rachel’s grave to this day.

Or “her soul was going out.”
Meaning “Son of My Mourning.”
Meaning “Son of the Right Hand.”


^ (Gen. 44:20) So we said to my master, ‘We do have an aged father and a child of his old age, the youngest. But his brother is dead, so he is the only remaining son of his mother, and his father loves him.’



^ (Gen. 44:18-34) Judah now approached him and said: “I beg you, my master, please let your slave speak a word in my master’s ears, and do not become angry with your slave, for you are like Pharʹaoh himself. 19 My master asked his slaves, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ 20 So we said to my master, ‘We do have an aged father and a child of his old age, the youngest. But his brother is dead, so he is the only remaining son of his mother, and his father loves him.’ 21 After that you said to your slaves, ‘Bring him down to me so that I may see him.’ 22 But we said to my master, ‘The boy is not able to leave his father. If he did leave him, his father would certainly die.’ 23 Then you said to your slaves, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you may not see my face anymore.’ 24 “So we went up to your slave my father and told him the words of my master. 25 Later our father said, ‘Return and buy a little food for us.’ 26 But we said, ‘We are not able to go down. If our youngest brother is with us we will go down, for we cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 27 Then your slave my father said to us, ‘You well know that my wife bore but two sons to me. 28 But one of them left me and I said: “He must surely have been torn to pieces!” and I have not seen him until now. 29 If you were to take this one also out of my sight and a fatal accident were to befall him, you would certainly bring down my gray hairs to the Grave* with calamity.’ 30 “And now if I return to your slave my father without the boy along with us, since his own life* is bound up with this one’s life,* 31 then as soon as he sees that the boy is not there, he will die, and your slaves will indeed bring down the gray hairs of your slave our father to the Grave* in grief. 32 Your slave gave a guarantee to my father for the boy, saying, ‘If I fail to bring him back to you, then I will have sinned against my father forever.’ 33 So now, please, let your slave stay instead of the boy as my master’s slave, in order that the boy may return with his brothers. 34 How can I return to my father without the boy along with me? I could not bear looking on when this calamity befalls my father!”

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Gen. 45:1-15) At this Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants. So he cried out: “Have everyone leave me!” No one else stayed with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 Then he began to weep so loudly that the Egyptians heard it and Pharʹaoh’s house heard it. 3 Finally Joseph said to his brothers: “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were unable to answer him at all, because they were astonished on account of him. 4 So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With that they came close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life. 6 This is the second year of the famine in the land, and there are yet five years in which there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God sent me ahead of you in order to preserve for you a remnant on the earth* and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So, then, it was not you who sent me here, but it was the true God, in order to appoint me as chief adviser* to Pharʹaoh and lord for all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 “Return quickly to my father, and you must say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph has said: “God has appointed me lord over all Egypt. Come down to me. Do not delay. 10 You must dwell in the land of Goʹshen, where you will be near me—you, your sons, your grandsons, your flocks, your herds, and everything you have. 11 I will supply you with food there, for there are yet five years of famine. Otherwise, you and your house and everything you have will come to poverty.”’ 12 You and my brother Benjamin can now see with your own eyes that I am really the one speaking to you. 13 So you must tell my father about all my glory in Egypt and everything you have seen. Now hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he embraced* his brother Benjamin and gave way to weeping, and Benjamin wept with his arms around his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers spoke with him.

Or “in the land.”
Lit., “as father.”
Lit., “fell upon the neck of.”


^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.









^ ***it-2 p. 813 Ripping of Garments***

A common sign of grief among the Jews, as well as among other Orientals, particularly upon hearing of the death of a near relative. In many cases such ripping consisted of a rending of the garment in front just sufficient to lay open the breast, thus not necessarily a complete ripping of the garment so as to make it unfit for wearing.

The first instance of this practice recorded in the Bible is that of Reuben, Jacob’s eldest son, who, upon returning and not finding Joseph in the waterpit, ripped his garments apart, saying: “The child is gone! And I​—where am I really to go?” As the firstborn, Reuben was particularly responsible for his younger brother. His father Jacob when told of the supposed death of his son likewise ripped his mantles apart and put on sackcloth in mourning (Ge 37:29, 30, 34), and down in Egypt Joseph’s half brothers showed their grief by ripping their garments apart, when Benjamin was made to appear as a thief.​—Ge 44:13.



^ (Gen. 37:29, 30) Later when Reuʹben returned to the waterpit and saw that Joseph was not in the waterpit, he ripped his garments apart. 30 When he returned to his brothers, he exclaimed: “The child is gone! And I—what am I going to do?”



^ (Gen. 37:34) With that Jacob ripped his garments apart and put sackcloth around his waist and mourned his son for many days.



^ (Gen. 44:13) Then they ripped their garments apart, and each of them lifted his load back onto his donkey and returned to the city.









^ ***w04 8/15 p. 15 Hated Without Cause***

15. What can help us to avoid becoming bitter when we suffer?

15 What can help us not to become consumed with bitterness toward those who hate us without cause? Remember that our principal adversaries are Satan and the demons. (Ephesians 6:12) While some humans knowingly and deliberately persecute us, many of those who oppose God’s people do so out of ignorance or are manipulated by others. (Daniel 6:4-16; 1 Timothy 1:12, 13) Jehovah desires that “all sorts of men” have the opportunity to “be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4) Indeed, some former opposers are now our Christian brothers as a result of having observed our blameless conduct. (1 Peter 2:12) In addition, we can draw a lesson from the example of Jacob’s son Joseph. Although Joseph suffered greatly on account of his half brothers, he did not harbor animosity toward them. Why not? Because he discerned that Jehovah’s hand was in the matter, maneuvering events in order to fulfill His purpose. (Genesis 45:4-8) Jehovah can likewise cause any unjust suffering we may undergo to work out for the glory of his name.​—1 Peter 4:16.



^ par. 15 (Eph. 6:12) because we have a struggle,* not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places.

Lit., “wrestling.”


^ par. 15 (Dan. 6:4-16) At that time the high officials and the satraps were seeking to find some grounds for accusation against Daniel respecting matters of state,* but they could find no grounds for accusation or anything corrupt, for he was trustworthy and no negligence or corruption could be found in him. 5 These men then said: “We will find in this Daniel no grounds for accusation at all, unless we find it against him in the law of his God.” 6 So these high officials and satraps went in as a group to the king, and they said to him: “O King Da·riʹus, may you live on forever. 7 All the royal officials, prefects, satraps, high royal officers, and governors have consulted together to establish a royal decree and to enforce a ban,* that for 30 days whoever makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit. 8 Now, O king, may you establish the decree and sign it, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.” 9 So King Da·riʹus signed the decree and the ban. 10 But as soon as Daniel knew that the decree had been signed, he went to his house, which had the windows of his roof chamber open toward Jerusalem. And three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed and offered praise before his God, as he had regularly done prior to this. 11 At that time those men burst in and found Daniel petitioning and pleading for favor before his God. 12 So they approached the king and reminded him about the royal ban: “Did you not sign a ban stating that for 30 days any man who makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit?” The king replied: “The matter is well-established according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.” 13 They immediately said to the king: “Daniel, who is of the exiles of Judah, has paid no regard to you, O king, nor to the ban that you signed, but three times a day he is praying.” 14 As soon as the king heard this, he was greatly distressed, and he tried to think of a way to rescue Daniel; and until the sun set he made every effort to save him. 15 Finally those men went in as a group to the king, and they said to the king: “Take note, O king, that the law of the Medes and the Persians is that any ban or decree that the king establishes cannot be changed.” 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the pit of lions. The king said to Daniel: “Your God whom you are continually serving will rescue you.”

Lit., “the kingdom.”
Or “an interdict.”


^ par. 15 (1 Tim. 1:12, 13) I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who imparted power to me, because he considered me faithful by assigning me to a ministry, 13 although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith.



^ par. 15 (1 Tim. 2:4) whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^ par. 15 (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^ par. 15 (Gen. 45:4-8) So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With that they came close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life. 6 This is the second year of the famine in the land, and there are yet five years in which there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God sent me ahead of you in order to preserve for you a remnant on the earth* and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So, then, it was not you who sent me here, but it was the true God, in order to appoint me as chief adviser* to Pharʹaoh and lord for all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

Or “in the land.”
Lit., “as father.”


^ par. 15 (1 Pet. 4:16) But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but let him keep on glorifying God while bearing this name.









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***th p. 21 Informative to Your Audience***


STUDY 18

Informative to Your Audience



1 Corinthians 9:19-23

SUMMARY: Stimulate the thinking of your listeners, leaving them with the feeling that they learned something worthwhile.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consider what your listeners already know. Rather than simply repeating what they have heard before, help them to look at the topic from a fresh perspective.

Cover familiar points more quickly, but slow down when presenting new ideas.








	  Research and meditate. When possible, include less-familiar facts or current events to illustrate key ideas. Think deeply about your material and the connection between the material and the facts you intend to cite.

As you examine the material, stimulate your own thinking by asking yourself such questions as ‘what, why, when, where, who, and how.’ Enliven your teaching by raising and answering some of those questions throughout your presentation.








	  Show the usefulness of your message. Explain how Scriptural points can help your listeners in their daily lives. Discuss specific situations, attitudes, and actions that are relevant to your listeners.










^ (1 Cor. 9:19-23) For though I am free from all people, I have made myself the slave to all, so that I may gain as many people as possible. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew in order to gain Jews; to those under law I became as under law, though I myself am not under law, in order to gain those under law. 21 To those without law I became as without law, although I am not without law toward God but under law toward Christ, in order to gain those without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.









^ ***w06 2/1 p. 31 Questions From Readers***

Questions From Readers

Did Joseph, a faithful servant of Jehovah, use a special silver cup to read omens, as seems to be indicated at Genesis 44:5?

There is no reason to believe that Joseph actually employed any form of divination.

The Bible reveals Joseph’s real understanding on the use of magical arts to learn the future. Earlier, when he was asked to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, Joseph repeatedly insisted that only God can “announce” upcoming events. As a result, Pharaoh himself came to believe that the God whom Joseph worshipped​—the true God, not occult powers—​caused Joseph to know details about the future. (Genesis 41:16, 25, 28, 32, 39) In the Law given to Moses later on, Jehovah prohibited the use of magic or divination, thus confirming that He alone foretells the future.​—Deuteronomy 18:10-12.

Why, then, did Joseph indicate through his servant that he used a silver cup to ‘read omens expertly’?* (Genesis 44:5) We need to consider the circumstances under which this statement was made.

Because of a very severe famine, Joseph’s brothers had traveled to Egypt to obtain food. Years earlier, these same brothers had sold Joseph into slavery. Now, unbeknownst to them, they requested assistance from their own brother, who had become Egypt’s food administrator. Joseph did not reveal himself to them. Instead, he decided to test them. Fittingly, Joseph wanted to determine the genuineness of their repentance. He also wanted to find out whether​—and to what degree—​they loved their brother Benjamin and their father, Jacob, who was especially fond of Benjamin. Thus, Joseph resorted to a ruse.​—Genesis 41:55–44:3.

Joseph commanded one of his servants to fill his brothers’ bags with food supplies, return each one’s money in the mouth of his bag, and put Joseph’s silver cup in the mouth of Benjamin’s bag. In all of this, Joseph was representing himself as an administrator of a pagan land. He adapted himself, his actions, and his language to the character of such an administrator, as it would appear in the eyes of his unsuspecting brothers.

When Joseph confronted his brothers, he continued with his subterfuge, asking them: “Did you not know that such a man as I am can expertly read omens?” (Genesis 44:15) Thus, the cup was evidently all part of the stratagem. Joseph’s use of the cup to read omens was no more real than Benjamin’s theft of it.



^ (Gen. 44:5) Is not this what my master drinks from and uses to read omens expertly? It is a wicked thing you have done.’”



^ (Gen. 41:16) At this Joseph answered Pharʹaoh: “I need not be considered! God will speak concerning Pharʹaoh’s welfare.”



^ (Gen. 41:25) Then Joseph said to Pharʹaoh: “The dreams of Pharʹaoh are one and the same. The true God has told to Pharʹaoh what He will do.



^ (Gen. 41:28) This is just as I told to Pharʹaoh: The true God has caused Pharʹaoh to see what He will do.



^ (Gen. 41:32) The dream was given twice to Pharʹaoh because the matter has been firmly established by the true God, and the true God will soon carry it out.



^ (Gen. 41:39) Pharʹaoh then said to Joseph: “Since God has caused you to know all of this, there is no one as discreet and wise as you.



^ (Deut. 18:10-12) There should not be found in you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, anyone who employs divination, anyone practicing magic, anyone who looks for omens, a sorcerer, 11 anyone binding others with a spell, anyone who consults a spirit medium or a fortune-teller, or anyone who inquires of the dead. 12 For whoever does these things is detestable to Jehovah, and on account of these detestable practices Jehovah your God is driving them away from before you.



^ (Gen. 44:5) Is not this what my master drinks from and uses to read omens expertly? It is a wicked thing you have done.’”



^ (Gen. 41:55-44:3) Eventually, all the land of Egypt suffered from the famine, and the people began to cry to Pharʹaoh for bread. Then Pharʹaoh said to all the Egyptians: “Go to Joseph, and do whatever he tells you.” 56 The famine continued over all the surface of the earth. Then Joseph began to open up all the granaries that were among them and to sell to the Egyptians, as the famine had a strong grip on the land of Egypt. 57 Moreover, people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy from Joseph, because the famine had a strong grip on all the earth. 
42 When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons: “Why do you just keep looking at one another?” 2 He added: “I have heard that there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us, so that we may stay alive and not die.” 3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his other brothers, for he said: “Perhaps a fatal accident may befall him.” 5 So Israel’s sons came along with the others who were coming to buy, because the famine had extended to the land of Caʹnaan. 6 Joseph was the man in authority over the land, and he was the one who sold grain to all the people of the earth. So Joseph’s brothers came and bowed low to him with their faces to the ground. 7 When Joseph saw his brothers, he immediately recognized them, but he concealed his identity from them. So he spoke harshly with them and said: “Where have you come from?” to which they said: “From the land of Caʹnaan to buy food.” 8 Thus Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 Joseph immediately remembered the dreams that he had dreamed about them, and he said to them: “You are spies! You have come to see the vulnerable areas* of the land!” 10 Then they said to him: “No, my lord, but your servants have come to buy food. 11 We are all sons of but one man. We are upright men. Your servants do not act as spies.” 12 But he said to them: “Not so! You have come to see the vulnerable areas of the land!” 13 At this they said: “Your servants are 12 brothers. We are the sons of but one man in the land of Caʹnaan, and the youngest is now with our father, whereas the other one is no more.” 14 However, Joseph said to them: “It is just as I said to you—‘You are spies!’ 15 By this you will be tested: As surely as Pharʹaoh lives, you will not leave this place until your youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of you to bring your brother while you remain in bondage. In this way, your words may be tested out to see if you are telling the truth. And if not, then, as surely as Pharʹaoh lives, you are spies.” 17 With that he put them together in custody for three days. 18 Joseph said to them on the third day: “Do this and live, for I fear God. 19 If you are upright, let one of your brothers remain in bondage in your house of custody, but the rest of you may go and take grain to alleviate the famine in your households. 20 Then bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words will be found trustworthy and you will not die.” And they did so. 21 And they said to one another: “We are surely being punished on account of our brother, because we saw his distress* when he begged us to show compassion, but we did not listen. That is why this distress has come upon us.” 22 Then Reuʹben answered them: “Did I not say to you, ‘Do not sin against the child,’ but you would not listen? Now his blood is certainly being asked back.” 23 But they did not know that Joseph understood, for there was an interpreter between them. 24 So he turned away from them and began to weep. When he returned and spoke to them again, he took Simʹe·on from them and bound him before their eyes. 25 Joseph then gave the command to fill up their bags* with grain and to return each man’s money to his own sack and to give them provisions for the journey. This was done for them. 26 So they loaded their grain on their donkeys and left from there. 27 When one of them opened his sack to give fodder to his donkey at the lodging place, he saw his money there in the mouth of his bag. 28 At that he said to his brothers: “My money has been returned, and now here it is in my bag!” Then their hearts sank, and trembling, they turned to one another and said: “What is this that God has done to us?” 29 When they came to Jacob their father in the land of Caʹnaan, they told him all the things that had befallen them, saying: 30 “The man who is the lord of the country spoke harshly with us and accused us of spying on the country. 31 But we said to him, ‘We are upright men. We are not spies. 32 We are 12 brothers, the sons of our father. One is no more, and the youngest is now with our father in the land of Caʹnaan.’ 33 But the man who is the lord of the country said to us, ‘By this I will know that you are upright: Leave one of your brothers with me. Then take something to alleviate the famine in your households and go. 34 And bring your youngest brother to me, so that I may know that you are not spies but upright men. I will then give your brother back to you, and you may carry on trade in the land.’” 35 As they were emptying their sacks, here was each one’s bag of money in his sack. When they and their father saw their bags of money, they became afraid. 36 Jacob their father exclaimed to them: “It is I you have bereaved! Joseph is no more, and Simʹe·on is no more, and you are going to take Benjamin! It is upon me that all these things have come!” 37 But Reuʹben said to his father: “You may put to death my own two sons if I do not bring him back to you. Give him over to my care, and I will return him to you.” 38 However, he said: “My son will not go down with you, because his brother is dead and he alone is left. If a fatal accident should befall him on the journey you would make, then you would certainly bring down my gray hairs to the Grave* in grief.” 
43 Now the famine was severe in the land. 2 So when they had finished eating the grain they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them: “Return and buy a little food for us.” 3 Then Judah said to him: “The man clearly warned us, ‘You must not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’ 4 If you send our brother with us, we will go down and buy food for you. 5 But if you do not send him, we will not go down, for the man said to us, ‘You must not see my face again unless your brother is with you.’” 6 And Israel asked: “Why did you have to bring this trouble on me by telling the man that you had another brother?” 7 They replied: “The man directly inquired concerning us and our relatives, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’ and we told him these facts. How could we possibly know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?” 8 Judah then urged Israel his father: “Send the boy with me, and let us go on our way so that we may live and not die—we and you and our children. 9 I will be a guarantee for his safety.* You may hold me responsible. If I fail to return him to you and present him to you, I will have sinned against you for all time. 10 But if we had not delayed, we could have been there and back twice by now.” 11 So Israel their father said to them: “If it must be so, then do this: Take the finest products of the land in your bags* and carry them down to the man as a gift: a little balsam, a little honey, labdanum, resinous bark, pistachio nuts, and almonds. 12 Take double the money with you; and also take back the money that was returned in the mouth of your bags. Maybe it was a mistake. 13 Take your brother and go, return to the man. 14 May God Almighty grant you pity from the man, so that he may release to you your other brother and Benjamin. But as for me, if I must be bereaved, I will be bereaved!” 15 So the men took this gift, and they took double the money in their hand and Benjamin. Then they rose and went on their way down to Egypt and again stood before Joseph. 16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he at once said to the man who was over his house: “Take the men to the house and slaughter animals and prepare the meal, for the men are to eat with me at noon.” 17 Immediately the man did just as Joseph had said, and he took them to Joseph’s house. 18 But the men became afraid when they were taken to Joseph’s house, and they began to say: “It is because of the money that was returned in our bags the last time that we are being brought here. Now they will attack us and make us slaves and take our donkeys!” 19 So they approached the man who was over Joseph’s house and spoke to him at the entrance of the house. 20 They said: “Pardon us, my lord! We did come down the first time to buy food. 21 But when we arrived at our lodging place and began opening our bags, why, here was the money of each one in the mouth of his bag, our money in full weight. So we would like to return it personally. 22 And we have brought more money to buy food. We do not know who placed our money in our bags.” 23 Then he said: “It is all right. Do not be afraid. Your God and the God of your father put treasure in your bags. Your money came first to me.” After that he brought out Simʹe·on to them. 24 Then the man brought them into Joseph’s house and gave them water for washing their feet, and he gave fodder for their donkeys. 25 And they prepared the gift for Joseph’s coming at noon, for they had heard that they were going to eat a meal there. 26 When Joseph went into the house, they brought their gift to him into the house and prostrated themselves to him to the ground. 27 After this he inquired about their welfare and said: “How is your aged father of whom you have spoken? Is he still alive?” 28 To this they said: “Your servant our father is well. He is still alive.” Then they bowed down and prostrated themselves. 29 When he looked up and saw Benjamin his brother, the son of his mother, he said: “Is this your brother, the youngest one of whom you have spoken to me?” He added: “May God show you his favor, my son.” 30 Joseph then hurried out, because he was overcome with emotion for his brother, and he looked for a place to weep. So he went into a private room and gave way to tears there. 31 After that he washed his face and went out, now in control of himself, and he said: “Serve the meal.” 32 They served him by himself and them by themselves, and the Egyptians with him ate by themselves, for the Egyptians could not eat a meal with the Hebrews, because that is a detestable thing to the Egyptians. 33 The brothers* were seated before him, the firstborn according to his right as firstborn and the youngest according to his youth, and they kept looking at one another in amazement. 34 He kept sending portions of food from his table to theirs, but he increased Benjamin’s portion five times the size of the portions of all the others. So they continued banqueting and drinking with him to the full. 
44 Later he commanded the man who was over his house: “Fill the bags of the men with as much food as they can carry, and place the money of each one in the mouth of his bag. 2 But you must place my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the bag of the youngest, along with the money for his grain.” So he did as Joseph had instructed. 3 In the morning when it had become light, the men were sent away with their donkeys.

Or “weakened condition.”
Or “the distress of his soul.”
Or “receptacles.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “be surety for him.”
Or “receptacles.”
Lit., “They.”


^ (Gen. 44:15) Joseph said to them: “What is this deed that you have done? Did you not know that a man like me can expertly read omens?”







^ par. 5 Describing this ancient practice, The Holy Bible, With an Explanatory and Critical Commentary, edited by F. C. Cook, explains: “It was practised either by dropping gold, silver, or jewels, into the water, and then examining their appearance; or simply by looking into the water as into a mirror.” Bible commentator Christopher Wordsworth says: “Sometimes the cup was filled with water, and the answer was given by means of imagery, produced by the sun on the water in the cup.”









^ ***th p. 21 Informative to Your Audience***


STUDY 18

Informative to Your Audience



1 Corinthians 9:19-23

SUMMARY: Stimulate the thinking of your listeners, leaving them with the feeling that they learned something worthwhile.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consider what your listeners already know. Rather than simply repeating what they have heard before, help them to look at the topic from a fresh perspective.

Cover familiar points more quickly, but slow down when presenting new ideas.








	  Research and meditate. When possible, include less-familiar facts or current events to illustrate key ideas. Think deeply about your material and the connection between the material and the facts you intend to cite.

As you examine the material, stimulate your own thinking by asking yourself such questions as ‘what, why, when, where, who, and how.’ Enliven your teaching by raising and answering some of those questions throughout your presentation.








	  Show the usefulness of your message. Explain how Scriptural points can help your listeners in their daily lives. Discuss specific situations, attitudes, and actions that are relevant to your listeners.










^ (1 Cor. 9:19-23) For though I am free from all people, I have made myself the slave to all, so that I may gain as many people as possible. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew in order to gain Jews; to those under law I became as under law, though I myself am not under law, in order to gain those under law. 21 To those without law I became as without law, although I am not without law toward God but under law toward Christ, in order to gain those without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.









^ ***sjj song 58 Searching for Friends of Peace***


SONG 58

Searching for Friends of Peace


(Luke 10:6)


	1. Jesus commanded: ‘Let the truth be heard.’

In summer heat, on dusty roads,

He let all hear Jehovah’s word.

He loved God’s sheep and called to ev’ryone.

He searched the land from the sunrise

‘til the day was done.

From door to door and in the street,

We share with ev’ryone we meet

The news that soon man’s troubles all will be gone.

(CHORUS)

Searching the world

For friends of peace in ev’ry nation,

Searching to find

A heart inclined toward salvation,

Wanting to leave

No stone unturned.





	2. Time waits for no one, so the search goes on.

A million hearts, a million lives,

We give our all to save just one.

Love is the force that makes us call again.

A wounded heart can be healed,

and broken lives can mend.

We search the towns and city squares,

And when we find someone who cares,

The joy we feel inspires us to go on.

(CHORUS)

Searching the world

For friends of peace in ev’ry nation,

Searching to find

A heart inclined toward salvation,

Wanting to leave

No stone unturned.









(See also Isa. 52:7; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 8:1; Rom. 10:10.)





^ (Luke 10:6) And if a friend of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if there is not, it will return to you.



^ (Isa. 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”



^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Luke 8:1) Shortly afterward he traveled from city to city and from village to village, preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the Twelve were with him,



^ (Rom. 10:10) For with the heart one exercises faith for righteousness, but with the mouth one makes public declaration for salvation.









^ ***jy p. 270-p. 271 par. 3 The Lord’s Evening Meal***


CHAPTER 117

The Lord’s Evening Meal


MATTHEW 26:21-29  MARK 14:18-25  LUKE 22:19-23  JOHN 13:18-30

	           JUDAS IS IDENTIFIED AS A TRAITOR



	           JESUS INSTITUTES A MEMORIAL MEAL








Earlier this evening Jesus taught his apostles a lesson in humility by washing their feet. Now, apparently after the Passover meal, he quotes David’s prophetic words: “The man at peace with me, one whom I trusted, who was eating my bread, has lifted his heel against me.” Then he explains: “One of you will betray me.”​—Psalm 41:9; John 13:18, 21.

The apostles look at one another, and each asks: “Lord, it is not I, is it?” Even Judas Iscariot does so. Peter urges John, who is next to Jesus at the table, to find out who it is. So John leans close to Jesus and asks: “Lord, who is it?”​—Matthew 26:22; John 13:25.

Jesus answers: “It is the one to whom I will give the piece of bread that I dip.” Dipping some bread in a dish on the table, Jesus hands it to Judas, saying: “The Son of man is going away, just as it is written about him, but woe to that man through whom the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” (John 13:26; Matthew 26:24) Satan then enters Judas. This man, already corrupt, now gives himself over to do the Devil’s will and thus becomes “the son of destruction.”​—John 6:64, 70; 12:4; 17:12.

Jesus tells Judas: “What you are doing, do it more quickly.” The other apostles imagine that Judas, who is holding the money box, is being told: “‘Buy what we need for the festival,’ or that he should give something to the poor.” (John 13:27-30) Instead, Judas goes off to betray Jesus.

On this same evening as the Passover meal, Jesus introduces an entirely new type of meal. He takes a loaf, says a prayer of thanks, breaks it, and gives it to his apostles to eat. He says: “This means my body, which is to be given in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19) The piece of bread is passed around, and the apostles eat of it.

Now Jesus takes a cup of wine, says a prayer of thanks over it, and passes it to them. Each drinks from the cup, about which Jesus says: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.”​—Luke 22:20.

Thus Jesus arranges for a memorial of his death that his followers are to hold each year on Nisan 14. It will call to mind what Jesus and his Father have done to enable men of faith to escape from the condemnation of sin and death. Even more so than did the Passover for the Jews, it highlights true liberation for believing mankind.

Jesus says that his blood “is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.” Among the many to gain such forgiveness are his faithful apostles and others like them. They are the ones who will be with him in the Kingdom of his Father.​—Matthew 26:28, 29.



	            What Bible prophecy does Jesus quote about a companion, and how does he apply it?



	            Jesus tells Judas to do what, but how do the other apostles understand Jesus’ direction?



	            What new event does Jesus introduce, and what purpose does it serve?











^ (Matt. 26:21-29) While they were eating, he said: “Truly I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 Being very much grieved at this, each and every one began to say to him: “Lord, it is not I, is it?” 23 In reply he said: “The one who dips his hand with me into the bowl is the one who will betray me. 24 True, the Son of man is going away, just as it is written about him, but woe to that man through whom the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 25 Judas, who was about to betray him, replied: “It is not I, is it, Rabbi?” Jesus said to him: “You yourself said it.” 26 As they continued eating, Jesus took a loaf, and after saying a blessing, he broke it, and giving it to the disciples, he said: “Take, eat. This means my body.” 27 And taking a cup, he offered thanks and gave it to them, saying: “Drink out of it, all of you, 28 for this means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you: I will by no means drink again any of this product of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in the Kingdom of my Father.”



^ (Mark 14:18-25) And as they were reclining at the table and eating, Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, one of you who is eating with me will betray me.” 19 They began to be grieved and to say to him one by one: “It is not I, is it?” 20 He said to them: “It is one of the Twelve, the one dipping with me into the bowl. 21 For the Son of man is going away, just as it is written about him, but woe to that man through whom the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” 22 And as they continued eating, he took a loaf, said a blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “Take it; this means my body.” 23 And taking a cup, he offered thanks and gave it to them, and they all drank out of it. 24 And he said to them: “This means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many. 25 Truly I say to you, I will by no means drink anymore of the product of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the Kingdom of God.”



^ (Luke 22:19-23) Also, he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “This means my body, which is to be given in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.” 20 Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf. 21 “But look! the hand of my betrayer is with me at the table. 22 For, indeed, the Son of man is going his way according to what has been determined; all the same, woe to that man through whom he is betrayed!” 23 So they began to discuss among themselves which one of them could really be about to do this.



^ (John 13:18-30) I am not talking about all of you; I know the ones I have chosen. But this was so that the scripture might be fulfilled: ‘The one who was eating my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 From this moment on, I am telling you before it occurs, so that when it does occur you may believe that I am he. 20 Most truly I say to you, whoever receives anyone I send receives me also, and whoever receives me receives also the One who sent me.” 21 After saying these things, Jesus became troubled in spirit, and he bore witness, saying: “Most truly I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples began to look at one another, being at a loss as to which one he was talking about. 23 One of the disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining close to Jesus. 24 Therefore, Simon Peter nodded to this one and said to him: “Tell us whom he is talking about.” 25 So the latter leaned back on the chest of Jesus and said to him: “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus answered: “It is the one to whom I will give the piece of bread that I dip.” So after dipping the bread, he took it and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot. 27 After Judas took the piece of bread, then Satan entered into him. So Jesus said to him: “What you are doing, do it more quickly.” 28 However, none of those reclining at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some, in fact, were thinking that since Judas was holding the money box, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So after he received the piece of bread, he went out immediately. And it was night.



^ par. 1 (Ps. 41:9) Even the man at peace with me, one whom I trusted, Who was eating my bread, has lifted his heel against me.*

Or “turned against me.”


^ par. 1 (John 13:18) I am not talking about all of you; I know the ones I have chosen. But this was so that the scripture might be fulfilled: ‘The one who was eating my bread has lifted his heel against me.’



^ par. 1 (John 13:21) After saying these things, Jesus became troubled in spirit, and he bore witness, saying: “Most truly I say to you, one of you will betray me.”



^ par. 2 (Matt. 26:22) Being very much grieved at this, each and every one began to say to him: “Lord, it is not I, is it?”



^ par. 2 (John 13:25) So the latter leaned back on the chest of Jesus and said to him: “Lord, who is it?”



^ par. 3 (John 13:26) Jesus answered: “It is the one to whom I will give the piece of bread that I dip.” So after dipping the bread, he took it and gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot.



^ par. 3 (Matt. 26:24) True, the Son of man is going away, just as it is written about him, but woe to that man through whom the Son of man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”



^ par. 3 (John 6:64) But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him.



^ par. 3 (John 6:70) Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.”



^ par. 3 (John 12:4) But Judas Is·carʹi·ot, one of his disciples, who was about to betray him, said:



^ par. 3 (John 17:12) When I was with them, I used to watch over them on account of your own name, which you have given me; and I have protected them, and not one of them is destroyed except the son of destruction, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.



^ par. 4 (John 13:27-30) After Judas took the piece of bread, then Satan entered into him. So Jesus said to him: “What you are doing, do it more quickly.” 28 However, none of those reclining at the table knew why he said this to him. 29 Some, in fact, were thinking that since Judas was holding the money box, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need for the festival,” or that he should give something to the poor. 30 So after he received the piece of bread, he went out immediately. And it was night.



^ par. 5 (Luke 22:19) Also, he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “This means my body, which is to be given in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.”



^ par. 1 (Luke 22:20) Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^ par. 3 (Matt. 26:28, 29) for this means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you: I will by no means drink again any of this product of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in the Kingdom of my Father.”









^ ***sjj song 19 The Lord’s Evening Meal***


SONG 19

The Lord’s Evening Meal


(Matthew 26:26-30)


	1. Jehovah, our Father in heaven,

Oh, this is a most sacred night!

It was then, long ago, you determined to show

Your love, justice, wisdom, and might.

The Passover lamb gave protection,

And your favored people were freed.

Cent’ries later our Lord his own lifeblood outpoured

To fulfill this divine prophecy.



	2. The bread and the wine are reminders,

How great is the price that you paid.

And the good that was done

through the gift of your Son,

In life and in death he obeyed.

We gratefully keep this Memorial;

This night is a time to recall

How the death of your Son

paid the ransom that won

The redemption from death for us all.



	3. We’re gathered together before you.

At your invitation we’ve come

To give praise for your love that brought

Christ from above

And honor to you and your Son.

The Lord’s Ev’ning Meal brings you glory

And strengthens our heart and our mind.

So we’ll walk ev’ry day as Christ showed us the way,

And then life everlasting we’ll find.







(See also Luke 22:14-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-26.)





^ (Matt. 26:26-30) As they continued eating, Jesus took a loaf, and after saying a blessing, he broke it, and giving it to the disciples, he said: “Take, eat. This means my body.” 27 And taking a cup, he offered thanks and gave it to them, saying: “Drink out of it, all of you, 28 for this means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins. 29 But I say to you: I will by no means drink again any of this product of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in the Kingdom of my Father.” 30 Finally, after singing praises, they went out to the Mount of Olives.



^ (Luke 22:14-20) So when the hour came, he reclined at the table along with the apostles. 15 And he said to them: “I have greatly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is fulfilled in the Kingdom of God.” 17 And accepting a cup, he gave thanks and said: “Take this and pass it from one to the other among yourselves, 18 for I tell you, from now on, I will not drink again from the product of the vine until the Kingdom of God comes.” 19 Also, he took a loaf, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “This means my body, which is to be given in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.” 20 Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^ (1 Cor. 11:23-26) For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night on which he was going to be betrayed took a loaf, 24 and after giving thanks, he broke it and said: “This means my body, which is in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.” 25 He did the same with the cup also, after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood. Keep doing this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this loaf and drink this cup, you keep proclaiming the death of the Lord, until he comes.















^ (Gen. 44:1-45:28) Later he commanded the man who was over his house: “Fill the bags of the men with as much food as they can carry, and place the money of each one in the mouth of his bag. 2 But you must place my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the bag of the youngest, along with the money for his grain.” So he did as Joseph had instructed. 3 In the morning when it had become light, the men were sent away with their donkeys. 4 They had not gone far from the city when Joseph said to the man who was over his house: “Get up! Chase after the men! When you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid bad for good? 5 Is not this what my master drinks from and uses to read omens expertly? It is a wicked thing you have done.’” 6 So he overtook them and spoke these words to them. 7 But they said to him: “Why does my lord say such a thing? It is unthinkable that your servants would do anything like this. 8 Why, the money that we found in the mouth of our bags we brought back to you from the land of Caʹnaan. How, then, could we steal silver or gold from the house of your master? 9 If it is found with one of your slaves, let him die, and the rest of us will also become slaves to my master.” 10 So he said: “Let it be as you say: The one with whom it is found will become my slave, but the rest of you will be innocent.” 11 With that each one quickly lowered his bag to the ground and opened it. 12 He searched carefully, starting with the oldest and finishing with the youngest. Finally the cup was found in Benjamin’s bag. 13 Then they ripped their garments apart, and each of them lifted his load back onto his donkey and returned to the city. 14 When Judah and his brothers went into Joseph’s house, he was still there; and they fell to the ground before him. 15 Joseph said to them: “What is this deed that you have done? Did you not know that a man like me can expertly read omens?” 16 At this Judah replied: “What can we say to my master? What can we speak? And how can we prove ourselves righteous? The true God has found out the error of your slaves. We are now slaves to my master, both we and the one in whose hand the cup was found!” 17 However, he said: “It is unthinkable for me to do this! The man in whose hand the cup was found is the one who will become a slave to me. As for the rest of you, go up in peace to your father.” 18 Judah now approached him and said: “I beg you, my master, please let your slave speak a word in my master’s ears, and do not become angry with your slave, for you are like Pharʹaoh himself. 19 My master asked his slaves, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ 20 So we said to my master, ‘We do have an aged father and a child of his old age, the youngest. But his brother is dead, so he is the only remaining son of his mother, and his father loves him.’ 21 After that you said to your slaves, ‘Bring him down to me so that I may see him.’ 22 But we said to my master, ‘The boy is not able to leave his father. If he did leave him, his father would certainly die.’ 23 Then you said to your slaves, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you may not see my face anymore.’ 24 “So we went up to your slave my father and told him the words of my master. 25 Later our father said, ‘Return and buy a little food for us.’ 26 But we said, ‘We are not able to go down. If our youngest brother is with us we will go down, for we cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 27 Then your slave my father said to us, ‘You well know that my wife bore but two sons to me. 28 But one of them left me and I said: “He must surely have been torn to pieces!” and I have not seen him until now. 29 If you were to take this one also out of my sight and a fatal accident were to befall him, you would certainly bring down my gray hairs to the Grave* with calamity.’ 30 “And now if I return to your slave my father without the boy along with us, since his own life* is bound up with this one’s life,* 31 then as soon as he sees that the boy is not there, he will die, and your slaves will indeed bring down the gray hairs of your slave our father to the Grave* in grief. 32 Your slave gave a guarantee to my father for the boy, saying, ‘If I fail to bring him back to you, then I will have sinned against my father forever.’ 33 So now, please, let your slave stay instead of the boy as my master’s slave, in order that the boy may return with his brothers. 34 How can I return to my father without the boy along with me? I could not bear looking on when this calamity befalls my father!” 
45 At this Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants. So he cried out: “Have everyone leave me!” No one else stayed with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 Then he began to weep so loudly that the Egyptians heard it and Pharʹaoh’s house heard it. 3 Finally Joseph said to his brothers: “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were unable to answer him at all, because they were astonished on account of him. 4 So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With that they came close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not reproach one another because you sold me here; because God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life. 6 This is the second year of the famine in the land, and there are yet five years in which there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God sent me ahead of you in order to preserve for you a remnant on the earth* and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So, then, it was not you who sent me here, but it was the true God, in order to appoint me as chief adviser* to Pharʹaoh and lord for all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 “Return quickly to my father, and you must say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph has said: “God has appointed me lord over all Egypt. Come down to me. Do not delay. 10 You must dwell in the land of Goʹshen, where you will be near me—you, your sons, your grandsons, your flocks, your herds, and everything you have. 11 I will supply you with food there, for there are yet five years of famine. Otherwise, you and your house and everything you have will come to poverty.”’ 12 You and my brother Benjamin can now see with your own eyes that I am really the one speaking to you. 13 So you must tell my father about all my glory in Egypt and everything you have seen. Now hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he embraced* his brother Benjamin and gave way to weeping, and Benjamin wept with his arms around his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them, and after that his brothers spoke with him. 16 The news reached the house of Pharʹaoh: “Joseph’s brothers have come!” It was good in the eyes of Pharʹaoh and his servants. 17 So Pharʹaoh said to Joseph: “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your beasts of burden and go to the land of Caʹnaan, 18 and take your father and your households and come here to me. I will give you the good things of the land of Egypt, and you will eat* the richest* part of the land.’ 19 And you are commanded to tell them: ‘Do this: Take wagons from the land of Egypt for your children and your wives, and you must bring your father on one of them and come here. 20 Do not worry about your belongings, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’” 21 And the sons of Israel did so, and Joseph gave them wagons according to Pharʹaoh’s orders, and he gave them provisions for the journey. 22 To each of them he gave individual changes of clothing, but to Benjamin he gave 300 silver pieces and five changes of clothing. 23 And to his father he sent the following: ten donkeys carrying good things of Egypt and ten female donkeys carrying grain and bread and sustenance for his father for the journey. 24 So he sent his brothers off, and as they departed, he said to them: “Do not become upset with one another on the way.” 25 Then they went up from Egypt and came into the land of Caʹnaan to their father Jacob. 26 Then they reported to him: “Joseph is still alive, and he is the ruler over all the land of Egypt!” But his heart grew numb because he did not believe them. 27 When they went on telling him all the words that Joseph had spoken to them and when he saw the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob began to revive. 28 Israel exclaimed: “It is enough! My son Joseph is still alive! I must go and see him before I die!”

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “in the land.”
Lit., “as father.”
Lit., “fell upon the neck of.”
Or “live off.”
Or “fat.”








^ (Gen. 46:1-47:31) So Israel took all that he had* and departed. When he arrived at Beʹer-sheʹba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 Then God spoke to Israel in a vision by night and said: “Jacob, Jacob!” to which he said: “Here I am!” 3 He said: “I am the true God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I myself will also bring you back from there, and Joseph will lay his hand on your eyes.”* 5 After that Jacob departed from Beʹer-sheʹba, and the sons of Israel transported Jacob their father and their children and their wives in the wagons that Pharʹaoh had sent to transport him. 6 They took along their herds and their goods, which they had accumulated in the land of Caʹnaan. And so they came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him. 7 He brought with him into Egypt his sons and his grandsons, his daughters and his granddaughters—all his offspring. 8 Now these are the names of Israel’s sons who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Jacob’s firstborn was Reuʹben. 9 The sons of Reuʹben were Haʹnoch, Palʹlu, Hezʹron, and Carʹmi. 10 The sons of Simʹe·on were Jem·uʹel, Jaʹmin, Oʹhad, Jaʹchin, Zoʹhar, and Shaʹul the son of a Caʹnaan·ite woman. 11 The sons of Leʹvi were Gerʹshon, Koʹhath, and Me·rarʹi. 12 The sons of Judah were Er, Oʹnan, Sheʹlah, Peʹrez, and Zeʹrah. However, Er and Oʹnan died in the land of Caʹnaan. The sons of Peʹrez came to be Hezʹron and Haʹmul. 13 The sons of Isʹsa·char were Toʹla, Puʹvah, Iob, and Shimʹron. 14 The sons of Zebʹu·lun were Seʹred, Eʹlon, and Jahʹle·el. 15 These are the sons of Leʹah, whom she bore to Jacob in Padʹdan-aʹram, together with his daughter Diʹnah. All his sons and his daughters* numbered 33. 16 The sons of Gad were Ziphʹi·on, Hagʹgi, Shuʹni, Ezʹbon, Eʹri, Ar·oʹdi, and A·reʹli. 17 The sons of Ashʹer were Imʹnah, Ishʹvah, Ishʹvi, and Be·riʹah, and their sister was Seʹrah. The sons of Be·riʹah were Heʹber and Malʹchi·el. 18 These are the sons of Zilʹpah, whom Laʹban gave to his daughter Leʹah. She bore these to Jacob: 16 persons* in all. 19 The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 20 There were born to Joseph in the land of Egypt Ma·nasʹseh and Eʹphra·im, whom Asʹe·nath the daughter of Pot·iʹphe·ra the priest of On* bore to him. 21 The sons of Benjamin were Beʹla, Beʹcher, Ashʹbel, Geʹra, Naʹa·man, Eʹhi, Rosh, Mupʹpim, Hupʹpim, and Ard. 22 These are the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob: 14 persons* in all. 23 The son* of Dan was Huʹshim. 24 The sons of Naphʹta·li were Jahʹze·el, Guʹni, Jeʹzer, and Shilʹlem. 25 These are the sons of Bilʹhah, whom Laʹban gave to his daughter Rachel. She bore these to Jacob: seven persons* in all. 26 All those* who descended from Jacob and went into Egypt with him, aside from the wives of Jacob’s sons, were 66. 27 Joseph’s sons who were born to him in Egypt were two.* All the people* of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were 70. 28 Jacob sent Judah ahead to tell Joseph that he was on the way to Goʹshen. When they came into the land of Goʹshen, 29 Joseph had his chariot prepared and went up to meet Israel his father at Goʹshen. When he presented himself to him, he at once embraced him* and wept for some time.* 30 Then Israel said to Joseph: “Now I am ready to die; I have seen your face and know that you are still alive.” 31 Joseph then said to his brothers and to his father’s household: “Let me go up and report to Pharʹaoh and tell him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household who were in the land of Caʹnaan have come here to me. 32 The men are shepherds, and they raise livestock, and they have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 33 When Pharʹaoh calls you and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you must say, ‘Your servants have raised livestock from our youth until now, both we and our forefathers,’ so that you may dwell in the land of Goʹshen, for every herder of sheep is detestable to the Egyptians.” 
47 So Joseph went and reported to Pharʹaoh: “My father and my brothers and their flocks and their herds and all that they possess have come from the land of Caʹnaan, and they are in the land of Goʹshen.” 2 He took five of his brothers and presented them to Pharʹaoh. 3 Pharʹaoh said to his brothers: “What is your occupation?” They replied to Pharʹaoh: “Your servants are herders of sheep, both we and our forefathers.” 4 Then they said to Pharʹaoh: “We have come to reside as foreigners in the land because there are no pastures for the flock of your servants, for the famine is severe in the land of Caʹnaan. So please let your servants dwell in the land of Goʹshen.” 5 At that Pharʹaoh said to Joseph: “Your father and your brothers have come here to you. 6 The land of Egypt is at your disposal. Have your father and your brothers dwell in the very best part of the land. Let them dwell in the land of Goʹshen, and if you know of any capable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and presented him to Pharʹaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharʹaoh. 8 Pharʹaoh asked Jacob: “How old are you?” 9 Jacob said to Pharʹaoh: “The years of my wanderings* are 130. Few and distressing the years of my life have been, and they are not as long as the years of the lives of my forefathers during their wanderings.”* 10 After that Jacob blessed Pharʹaoh and went out from before him. 11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers, and he gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the very best part of the land, in the land of Ramʹe·ses, just as Pharʹaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph kept supplying his father and his brothers and the entire household of his father with food* according to the number of their children. 13 Now there was no food* in all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan became exhausted as a result of the famine. 14 Joseph was collecting all the money that was to be found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Caʹnaan for the grain that people were buying, and Joseph kept bringing the money into Pharʹaoh’s house. 15 In time the money from the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan was spent, and all the Egyptians began coming to Joseph, saying: “Give us food! Why should we die before your very eyes because our money has run out?” 16 Then Joseph said: “If your money has run out, hand over your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock.” 17 So they began bringing their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph kept giving them food in exchange for their horses, the livestock of the flock and of the herd, and the donkeys, and he kept providing them with food in exchange for all their livestock during that year. 18 When that year came to its close, they began coming to him the next year and saying: “We will not hide from my lord that the money and the stock of domestic animals have already been given to my lord. We have nothing left for my lord but our bodies and our land. 19 Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we together with our land will become slaves to Pharʹaoh. Give us seed so that we may live and not die and that our land may not become desolate.” 20 Joseph then bought all the land of the Egyptians for Pharʹaoh because every Egyptian sold his field, for the famine was very severe; and the land became Pharʹaoh’s. 21 Then he moved the people into cities, from one end of the territory of Egypt to its other end. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, because the rations for the priests were from Pharʹaoh and they lived on their rations that Pharʹaoh gave them. That is why they did not sell their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people: “See, I have today bought you and your land for Pharʹaoh. Here is seed for you, and you must sow the land with it. 24 When it produces, give a fifth to Pharʹaoh, but four parts will be yours as seed for the field and as food for you and for those in your houses and for your children to eat.” 25 So they said: “You have preserved our lives. Let us find favor in the eyes of my lord, and we will become slaves to Pharʹaoh.” 26 Then Joseph made it a decree, which is valid until today over the land of Egypt, that a fifth belongs to Pharʹaoh. It was only the land of the priests that did not become Pharʹaoh’s. 27 Israel continued to dwell in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goʹshen, and they settled in it and were fruitful and increased greatly. 28 And Jacob lived on in the land of Egypt for 17 years, so that the days of Jacob’s life came to be 147 years. 29 The time was approaching for Israel to die, so he called his son Joseph and said: “If, now, I have found favor in your eyes, place your hand, please, under my thigh, and show loyal love and faithfulness to me. Please, do not bury me in Egypt. 30 When I die,* you must carry me out of Egypt and bury me in the grave of my forefathers.” Accordingly, he said: “I will do just as you say.” 31 Then he said: “Swear to me.” So he swore to him. At that Israel bowed down at the head of his bed.

Or “all who were his.”
That is, to close them at Jacob’s death.
Or “All the souls of his sons and daughters.”
Or “16 souls.”
That is, Heliopolis.
Or “14 souls.”
Lit., “sons.”
Or “seven souls.”
Or “All the souls.”
Or “two souls.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “fell upon his neck.”
Or “wept on his neck again and again.”
Or “sojourning; residing as a foreigner.”
Or “sojourning; residing as foreigners.”
Lit., “bread.”
Lit., “bread.”
Lit., “lie down with my fathers.”


^ (Gen. 47:1-17) So Joseph went and reported to Pharʹaoh: “My father and my brothers and their flocks and their herds and all that they possess have come from the land of Caʹnaan, and they are in the land of Goʹshen.” 2 He took five of his brothers and presented them to Pharʹaoh. 3 Pharʹaoh said to his brothers: “What is your occupation?” They replied to Pharʹaoh: “Your servants are herders of sheep, both we and our forefathers.” 4 Then they said to Pharʹaoh: “We have come to reside as foreigners in the land because there are no pastures for the flock of your servants, for the famine is severe in the land of Caʹnaan. So please let your servants dwell in the land of Goʹshen.” 5 At that Pharʹaoh said to Joseph: “Your father and your brothers have come here to you. 6 The land of Egypt is at your disposal. Have your father and your brothers dwell in the very best part of the land. Let them dwell in the land of Goʹshen, and if you know of any capable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and presented him to Pharʹaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharʹaoh. 8 Pharʹaoh asked Jacob: “How old are you?” 9 Jacob said to Pharʹaoh: “The years of my wanderings* are 130. Few and distressing the years of my life have been, and they are not as long as the years of the lives of my forefathers during their wanderings.”* 10 After that Jacob blessed Pharʹaoh and went out from before him. 11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers, and he gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the very best part of the land, in the land of Ramʹe·ses, just as Pharʹaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph kept supplying his father and his brothers and the entire household of his father with food* according to the number of their children. 13 Now there was no food* in all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan became exhausted as a result of the famine. 14 Joseph was collecting all the money that was to be found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Caʹnaan for the grain that people were buying, and Joseph kept bringing the money into Pharʹaoh’s house. 15 In time the money from the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan was spent, and all the Egyptians began coming to Joseph, saying: “Give us food! Why should we die before your very eyes because our money has run out?” 16 Then Joseph said: “If your money has run out, hand over your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock.” 17 So they began bringing their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph kept giving them food in exchange for their horses, the livestock of the flock and of the herd, and the donkeys, and he kept providing them with food in exchange for all their livestock during that year.

Or “sojourning; residing as a foreigner.”
Or “sojourning; residing as foreigners.”
Lit., “bread.”
Lit., “bread.”





^ ***sjj song 86 We Must Be Taught***


SONG 86

We Must Be Taught


(Isaiah 50:4; 54:13)


	1. Come with rejoicing, and learn about Jehovah.

“Come drink life’s water,” the spirit has said.

Healthful instruction, God has provided.

All those who hunger for truth will be fed.



	2. Never forsaking our gathering together,

We must be taught; we must learn what is right.

Here with God’s spirit, here with our brothers,

Here we are strengthened to walk in the light.



	3. Lips that sing praise, how encouraging to hear them!

Tongues of the taught ones, how sweet is their sound!

Oh, may we always meet with God’s people!

Oh, may we always among them be found!







(See also Heb. 10:24, 25; Rev. 22:17.)





^ (Isa. 50:4) The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has given me the tongue of those taught,* So that I may know how to answer* the tired one with the right word.* He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear to listen like the taught ones.

Or “a well-trained tongue.”
Or possibly, “strengthen.”
Lit., “with a word.”


^ (Isa. 54:13) And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant.

Or “children.”
Or “children.”


^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Rev. 22:17) And the spirit and the bride keep on saying, “Come!” and let anyone hearing say, “Come!” and let anyone thirsting come; let anyone who wishes take life’s water free.









^ ***w87 5/1 p. 15 Preserving Life in Time of Famine***

 2. At what personal sacrifice were the people able to obtain sustenance?

2 The seven years of plenty ended, and the famine began as Jehovah had foretold​—a famine not just in Egypt but “over all the surface of the earth.” When the famished people in Egypt began to cry out to Pharaoh for bread, Pharaoh told them: “Go to Joseph. Whatever he says to you, you are to do.” Joseph sold grain to the Egyptians until their money ran out. Then he accepted their livestock in payment. Finally, the people came to Joseph, saying: “Buy us and our land for bread, and we together with our land will become slaves to Pharaoh.” So Joseph bought all the land of the Egyptians for Pharaoh.​—Genesis 41:53-57; 47:13-20.



^ par. 2 (Gen. 41:53-57) Then the seven years of abundance in the land of Egypt ended, 54 and the seven years of famine began, just as Joseph had said. The famine developed in all the lands, but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.* 55 Eventually, all the land of Egypt suffered from the famine, and the people began to cry to Pharʹaoh for bread. Then Pharʹaoh said to all the Egyptians: “Go to Joseph, and do whatever he tells you.” 56 The famine continued over all the surface of the earth. Then Joseph began to open up all the granaries that were among them and to sell to the Egyptians, as the famine had a strong grip on the land of Egypt. 57 Moreover, people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy from Joseph, because the famine had a strong grip on all the earth.

Or “food.”


^ par. 2 (Gen. 47:13-20) Now there was no food* in all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan became exhausted as a result of the famine. 14 Joseph was collecting all the money that was to be found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Caʹnaan for the grain that people were buying, and Joseph kept bringing the money into Pharʹaoh’s house. 15 In time the money from the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan was spent, and all the Egyptians began coming to Joseph, saying: “Give us food! Why should we die before your very eyes because our money has run out?” 16 Then Joseph said: “If your money has run out, hand over your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock.” 17 So they began bringing their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph kept giving them food in exchange for their horses, the livestock of the flock and of the herd, and the donkeys, and he kept providing them with food in exchange for all their livestock during that year. 18 When that year came to its close, they began coming to him the next year and saying: “We will not hide from my lord that the money and the stock of domestic animals have already been given to my lord. We have nothing left for my lord but our bodies and our land. 19 Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we together with our land will become slaves to Pharʹaoh. Give us seed so that we may live and not die and that our land may not become desolate.” 20 Joseph then bought all the land of the Egyptians for Pharʹaoh because every Egyptian sold his field, for the famine was very severe; and the land became Pharʹaoh’s.

Lit., “bread.”








^ ***kr pp. 234-235 The Kingdom Carries Out God’s Will on Earth***


11, 12. What kind of famine afflicts today’s world, yet how has Jehovah provided abundantly for his people?

11 Abundance. The world suffers from spiritual famine. The Bible warned: “‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘when I will send a famine into the land, not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, but for hearing the words of Jehovah.’” (Amos 8:11) Do the citizens of God’s Kingdom suffer famine too? Jehovah foretold the following contrast between his people and his enemies: “My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame.” (Isa. 65:13) Have you observed the fulfillment of those words?

12 Spiritual provisions flow to us like an ever-broadening and ever-deepening river. Our Bible-based publications​—as well as recordings and videos, our meetings and conventions, and the material published on our Web site—​together amount to an ongoing flood tide of spiritual sustenance in this spiritually starving world. (Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18) Are you not thrilled to see the fulfillment of Jehovah’s promises of abundance in your daily life? Do you make sure that you feed regularly at Jehovah’s table?





^ par. 11 (Amos 8:11) ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘When I will send a famine into the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But for hearing the words of Jehovah.



^ par. 11 (Isa. 65:13) Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame.



^ par. 12 (Ezek. 47:1-12) Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and there I saw water flowing eastward from under the threshold of the temple, for the front of the temple was facing east. The water was flowing down from under the right side of the temple, south of the altar. 2 He then led me out by way of the north gate and took me outside and around to the outer gate that is facing east, and I saw water trickling from the right side. 3 When the man went out toward the east with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off 1,000 cubits* and had me pass through the water; the water was ankle deep. 4 Then he measured off another 1,000 and had me pass through the water, and it was up to the knees. He measured off another 1,000 and had me pass through, and the water was up to the hips. 5 When he measured off another 1,000, it was a torrent that I was unable to walk across, for the water was so deep that one had to swim, a torrent of water that could not be crossed on foot. 6 He asked me: “Have you seen this, son of man?” Then he had me walk and return to the bank of the stream. 7 When I returned, I saw that on the bank of the stream were very many trees on both sides. 8 Then he said to me: “This water flows toward the eastern region and continues down through the Arʹa·bah* and enters the sea. When it enters the sea, the water there will be healed. 9 Swarms of living creatures* will be able to live wherever the waters* flow. There will be an abundance of fish, because this water will flow there. The seawater will be healed, and everything will live wherever the stream goes. 10 “Fishermen will stand beside it from En-gedʹi clear to En-egʹla·im, where there will be a drying yard for dragnets. There will be an abundance of many kinds of fish, like the fish of the Great Sea.* 11 “It will have swampy places and marshy places, and these will not be healed. They will be abandoned to salt. 12 “All sorts of trees for food will grow on both banks of the stream. Their leaves will not wither; nor will their fruitage fail. Each month they will bear new fruit, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruitage will serve as food and their leaves for healing.”

This refers to long cubits. See App. B14.
Or “the desert plain.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “the two streams.”
That is, the Mediterranean.


^ par. 12 (Joel 3:18) In that day the mountains will drip with sweet wine, The hills will flow with milk, And the streams of Judah will all flow with water. Out of the house of Jehovah a spring will flow, And it will irrigate the Valley* of the Acacia Trees.

Or “Wadi.”








^ ***it-1 p. 220 Attitudes and Gestures***

Laying hand on eyes of deceased. Jehovah’s expression to Jacob, “Joseph will lay his hand upon your eyes” (Ge 46:4), was a way of saying that Joseph would close Jacob’s eyes after his death, which was ordinarily a duty of the firstborn son. So it seems that Jehovah here indicated to Jacob that the right of firstborn should go to Joseph.​—1Ch 5:2.



^ (Gen. 46:4) I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I myself will also bring you back from there, and Joseph will lay his hand on your eyes.”*

That is, to close them at Jacob’s death.


^ (1 Chron. 5:2) Though Judah was superior to his brothers and from him came the one to be the leader, the right as firstborn belonged to Joseph.









^ ***nwtsty Acts 7:14***

14 So Joseph sent a message and called his father Jacob and all his relatives from that place, 75 persons in all.



^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***bhs pp. 94-104 Is the End of the World Near?***


CHAPTER NINE

Is the End of the World Near?



 1. Where can we learn about the future?

HAVE you ever watched the news and thought, ‘Can things get any worse?’ There is so much tragedy and cruelty that some people believe we must be close to the end of the world. Is that true? Is there a way to know what will happen in the future? Yes. Although humans cannot predict what will happen, Jehovah God can. He tells us in the Bible about our future and the earth’s future.​—Isaiah 46:10; James 4:14.

2, 3. What did Jesus’ disciples want to know, and how did Jesus answer them?

2 When we read in the Bible about the end of the world, it means, not the end of planet Earth, but the end of wickedness. Jesus taught people that the Kingdom of God would rule over the earth. (Luke 4:43) His disciples wanted to know when God’s Kingdom would come, and they asked Jesus: “When will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?” (Matthew 24:3) Jesus did not give them the exact date, but he told them what would happen just before the end of this world. What Jesus said would happen is happening right now.

3 In this chapter we will discuss evidence that we are living in the time just before the end of the world. First, we need to learn about a war that took place in heaven so that we can understand why things are so bad here on earth.

A WAR IN HEAVEN

4, 5. (a) What happened in heaven soon after Jesus became King? (b) According to Revelation 12:12, what would happen on earth after Satan was thrown down?

4 In Chapter 8 we learned that Jesus became King in heaven in 1914. (Daniel 7:13, 14) The book of Revelation tells us what happened: “War broke out in heaven: Michael [meaning, Jesus] and his angels battled with the dragon [Satan], and the dragon and its angels battled.”* Satan and his demons lost the war and were thrown down to the earth. Imagine the joy that the angels felt! But what about the people on earth? The Bible says that it would be a time of trouble for mankind. Why? Because the Devil is very angry, “knowing that he has a short period of time.”​—Revelation 12:7, 9, 12.

5 The Devil is causing as much trouble as he can on earth. He’s furious because he has a short time left before God removes him. Let us examine what Jesus said would happen during the last days.​—See Endnote 24.

THE LAST DAYS

6, 7. What can be said about war and hunger today?

6 War. Jesus said: “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom.” (Matthew 24:7) More people have been killed in wars in our time than at any other time in history. One report from the Worldwatch Institute shows that since 1914, wars have killed more than 100 million people. More than three times as many people were killed in wars during the 100 years between 1900 and 2000 as were killed during the previous 1,900 years. Just imagine the misery and pain that millions of people have felt because of war!

7 Hunger. Jesus said: “There will be food shortages.” (Matthew 24:7) Even though more food is produced now than ever before, many people never have enough to eat. Why? Because they don’t have enough money to buy food or land on which to grow it. More than a billion people have less than one dollar a day to live on. The World Health Organization says that millions of children die each year, mainly because they don’t have enough food to keep them healthy.

8, 9. What shows that Jesus’ prophecies about earthquakes and disease have come true?

8 Earthquakes. Jesus prophesied: “There will be great earthquakes.” (Luke 21:11) Many powerful earthquakes are now expected every year. Since the year 1900, over two million people have died because of earthquakes. And although technology has helped to detect earthquakes earlier than before, many people still die.

9 Disease. Jesus foretold that there would be “pestilences.” Dangerous diseases would spread quickly and kill many. (Luke 21:11) Even though doctors have learned how to treat many sicknesses, there are still sicknesses that cannot be cured. In fact, one report explains that each year, millions of people die from diseases, such as tuberculosis, malaria, and cholera. Not only that, but doctors have found 30 new diseases, and some of them have no cure.

WHAT PEOPLE WOULD BE LIKE IN THE LAST DAYS

10. How is 2 Timothy 3:1-5 coming true today?

10 At 2 Timothy 3:1-5, the Bible says: “In the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.” The apostle Paul described how many people would behave during the last days. He said people would

	  be selfish



	  love money



	  disobey their parents



	  not be loyal



	  lack affection for their family



	  have no self-control



	  be violent and aggressive



	  love pleasures more than God



	  pretend to love God but refuse to obey him





11. According to Psalm 92:7, what will happen to wicked people?

11 Do many people behave like this where you live? All over the world, many do. But God will soon do something about it. He promises: “When the wicked sprout like weeds and all the wrongdoers flourish, it is that they may be annihilated [or, destroyed] forever.”​—Psalm 92:7.

GOOD NEWS IN THE LAST DAYS

12, 13. What has Jehovah taught us during the last days?

12 The Bible foretold that during the last days, the world would be full of pain and suffering. But the Bible also says that good things will happen.

13 Understanding the Bible. The prophet Daniel wrote about the last days. He said: “The true knowledge will become abundant.” (Daniel 12:4) God would give his people the ability to understand the Bible more clearly than ever before. Jehovah has done this especially since 1914. For example, he has taught us the importance of his name and his purpose for the earth as well as the truth about the ransom, what happens when we die, and the resurrection. We have learned that only God’s Kingdom can solve all our problems. We have also learned how to be happy and how to live in a way that pleases God. But what do God’s servants do with what they’ve learned? Another prophecy gives us the answer.​—See Endnotes 21 and 25.

14. Where is the good news of the Kingdom being preached, and who are preaching it?

14 The global preaching work. Speaking about the last days, Jesus said: “This good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth.” (Matthew 24:3, 14) The good news of the Kingdom is being preached in over 230 lands and in more than 700 languages. Yes, all over the earth, Jehovah’s Witnesses from “all nations and tribes” are helping people to understand what the Kingdom is and what it will do for mankind. (Revelation 7:9) And they do this free of charge. Although they are hated and persecuted by many, nothing can stop the preaching work, just as Jesus prophesied.​—Luke 21:17.

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

15. (a) Do you believe that we are living in the last days, and why? (b) What will happen to those who obey Jehovah and to those who don’t?

15 Do you believe that we are living in the last days? Many Bible prophecies about the last days are coming true. Soon Jehovah will decide to stop the preaching of the good news and “the end” will come. (Matthew 24:14) What is the end? It is Armageddon, when God will remove all wickedness. Jehovah will use Jesus and his powerful angels to destroy anyone who refuses to obey Him and his Son. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) After that, Satan and his demons will not mislead people. And all those who want to obey God and accept his Kingdom will see every promise of God come true.​—Revelation 20:1-3; 21:3-5.

16. Since the end is so close, what do you need to do?

16 This world ruled by Satan will soon come to its end. So it is very important that we ask ourselves, ‘What do I need to do?’ Jehovah wants you to learn as much as you can from the Bible. You need to take your study seriously. (John 17:3) Jehovah’s Witnesses have meetings every week to help people understand the Bible. Try to attend those meetings regularly. (Read Hebrews 10:24, 25.) If you learn that you need to make changes, don’t be afraid to make them. As you make them, your friendship with Jehovah will become stronger.​—James 4:8.

17. Why will most people be surprised when the end comes?

17 The apostle Paul explained that the destruction of the wicked will come when most people don’t expect it, “as a thief in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2) Jesus prophesied that many would choose to ignore the evidence that we’re living in the last days. He said: “Just as the days of Noah were, so the presence of the Son of man [or, the last days] will be. For as they were in those days before the Flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and they took no note until the Flood came and swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will be.”​—Matthew 24:37-39.

18. What warning did Jesus give us?

18 Jesus warned that we should not become distracted “with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life.” He said that the end will come suddenly, “as a snare.” He also said that it “will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth.” Then he added: “Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication [or, praying very sincerely] that you may succeed in escaping all these things that must occur and in standing before the Son of man.” (Luke 21:34-36) Why is it so important to listen to Jesus’ warning? Because very soon Satan’s wicked world will be destroyed. Only those who are approved by Jehovah and Jesus will survive the end and live forever in the new world.​—John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:13.



^ par. 4 Michael is another name for Jesus Christ. For more information, please see Endnote 23.




SUMMARY


TRUTH 1: JEHOVAH REVEALS THE FUTURE TO US

“From the beginning I foretell the outcome, and from long ago the things that have not yet been done.”​—Isaiah 46:10

What do we know about the time of the end?

	Daniel 7:13, 14

Jesus became King in heaven in 1914.



	Matthew 24:3-14

Jesus foretold critical times for humans.



	Revelation 12:7-9, 12

Shortly after Jesus became King, he threw Satan out of the heavens to the earth. Satan is furious because he has “a short period of time” left before God removes him.





TRUTH 2: WE ARE LIVING IN THE TIME OF THE END

“What will be the sign . . . of the conclusion of the system of things?”​—Matthew 24:3

Have you seen the fulfillment of Bible prophecies?

	Matthew 24:7; Luke 21:11

More than ever before, we see wars, hunger, earthquakes, and disease.



	2 Timothy 3:1-5

The apostle Paul described how people would behave during the last days.



	Daniel 12:4

God is helping his people to understand the Bible more clearly than ever before.



	Matthew 24:14

The good news of the Kingdom is being preached all over the earth.






TRUTH 3: TAKE ACTION NOW TO PLEASE JEHOVAH

“Jehovah’s day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.”​—1 Thessalonians 5:2

Since the end is so close, what do you need to do?

	John 17:3

Take your study of the Bible seriously.



	Hebrews 10:24, 25

Learn more by attending the meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses.



	James 4:8

Make needed changes in your life so that you can draw closer to God.



	Luke 21:34-36

Avoid distractions, and focus your life on worshipping Jehovah.












^ par. 1 (Isa. 46:10) From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’

Or “purpose; counsel.”


^ par. 1 (Jas. 4:14) whereas you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then disappears.



^ par. 2 (Luke 4:43) But he said to them: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.”



^ par. 2 (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^ par. 4 (Dan. 7:13, 14) “I kept watching in the visions of the night, and look! with the clouds of the heavens, someone like a son of man was coming; and he gained access to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him up close before that One. 14 And to him there were given rulership, honor, and a kingdom, that the peoples, nations, and language groups should all serve him. His rulership is an everlasting rulership that will not pass away, and his kingdom will not be destroyed.



^ par. 4 (Rev. 12:7) And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled

Meaning “Who Is Like God?”


^ par. 4 (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ par. 4 (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^ par. 6 (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ par. 7 (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ par. 8 (Luke 21:11) There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ par. 9 (Luke 21:11) There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ par. 10 (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Ps. 92:7) When the wicked sprout like weeds* And all the wrongdoers flourish, It is that they may be annihilated forever.

Or “grass.”


^ par. 11 (Ps. 92:7) When the wicked sprout like weeds* And all the wrongdoers flourish, It is that they may be annihilated forever.

Or “grass.”


^ par. 13 (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^ par. 14 (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ par. 14 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 14 (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^ par. 14 (Luke 21:17) and you will be hated by all people because of my name.



^ par. 15 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 15 (2 Thess. 1:6-9) This takes into account that it is righteous on God’s part to repay tribulation to those who make tribulation for you. 7 But you who suffer tribulation will be given relief along with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels 8 in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus. 9 These very ones will undergo the judicial punishment of everlasting destruction from before the Lord and from the glory of his strength,



^ par. 15 (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^ par. 15 (Rev. 21:3-5) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ par. 16 (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ par. 16 (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ par. 16 (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ par. 17 (1 Thess. 5:2) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s* day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.

See App. A5.


^ par. 17 (Matt. 24:37-39) For just as the days of Noah were, so the presence of the Son of man will be. 38 For as they were in those days before the Flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 39 and they took no note until the Flood came and swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will be.



^ par. 18 (Luke 21:34-36) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you 35 as a snare. For it will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth. 36 Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication that you may succeed in escaping all these things that must occur and in standing before the Son of man.”

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”


^ par. 18 (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ par. 18 (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.



^ (Isa. 46:10) From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’

Or “purpose; counsel.”


^ (Dan. 7:13, 14) “I kept watching in the visions of the night, and look! with the clouds of the heavens, someone like a son of man was coming; and he gained access to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him up close before that One. 14 And to him there were given rulership, honor, and a kingdom, that the peoples, nations, and language groups should all serve him. His rulership is an everlasting rulership that will not pass away, and his kingdom will not be destroyed.



^ (Matt. 24:3-14) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?” 4 In answer Jesus said to them: “Look out that nobody misleads you, 5 for many will come on the basis of my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 You are going to hear of wars and reports of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for these things must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another. 8 All these things are a beginning of pangs of distress. 9 “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of my name. 10 Then, too, many will be stumbled and will betray one another and will hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will arise and mislead many; 12 and because of the increasing of lawlessness, the love of the greater number will grow cold. 13 But the one who has endured to the end will be saved. 14 And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Rev. 12:7-9) And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled 8 but they did not prevail,* nor was a place found for them any longer in heaven. 9 So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.

Meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Or possibly, “but it [that is, the dragon] was defeated.”


^ (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ (Luke 21:11) There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (1 Thess. 5:2) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s* day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.

See App. A5.


^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Luke 21:34-36) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you 35 as a snare. For it will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth. 36 Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication that you may succeed in escaping all these things that must occur and in standing before the Son of man.”

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”








^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***sjj song 96 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


SONG 96

God’s Own Book​—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


	1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.



	2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.



	3. The time has come with reason for rejoicing:

Jehovah rules by his anointed King.

So now we preach the good news of the Kingdom

And share the hope of blessings it will bring.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.







(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness,

Or “correcting.”


^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***jy p. 272-p. 273 par. 1 A Dispute Over Greatness***


CHAPTER 118

A Dispute Over Greatness


MATTHEW 26:31-35  MARK 14:27-31  LUKE 22:24-38  JOHN 13:31-38

	           JESUS GIVES COUNSEL ABOUT POSITION



	           PETER’S DENIAL FORETOLD



	            LOVE IDENTIFIES JESUS’ FOLLOWERS








During his last evening with his apostles, Jesus has provided them with a fine lesson in humble service by washing their feet. Why is that fitting? Because of a weakness they have shown. They are devoted to God, yet they still are concerned about which of them is greatest. (Mark 9:33, 34; 10:35-37) That weakness resurfaces this evening.

The apostles become involved in “a heated dispute among them over which one of them was considered to be the greatest.” (Luke 22:24) How saddened Jesus must be to see them bickering again! What does he do?

Rather than scolding the apostles for their attitude and behavior, Jesus patiently reasons with them: “The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those having authority over them are called Benefactors. You, though, are not to be that way. . . . For which one is greater, the one dining or the one serving?” Then, reminding them of the example that he has constantly set for them, Jesus says: “But I am among you as the one serving.”​—Luke 22:25-27.

Despite their imperfections, the apostles have stuck with Jesus through many challenging situations. So he says: “I make a covenant with you, just as my Father has made a covenant with me, for a kingdom.” (Luke 22:29) These men are Jesus’ loyal followers. He assures them that by means of a covenant between him and them, they will be in the Kingdom and share in his royal dominion.

Although the apostles have this marvelous prospect, they are still in the flesh and are still imperfect. Jesus tells them: “Satan has demanded to have all of you to sift you as wheat,” which scatters as it is sifted. (Luke 22:31) He also warns: “All of you will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered about.’”​—Matthew 26:31; Zechariah 13:7.

Peter confidently objects: “Although all the others are stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled!” (Matthew 26:33) Jesus tells Peter that before a rooster crows twice that night, Peter will disown him. However, Jesus adds: “I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.” (Luke 22:32) Yet Peter boldly affirms: “Even if I should have to die with you, I will by no means disown you.” (Matthew 26:35) The other apostles say the same thing.

Jesus tells his disciples: “I am with you a little longer. You will look for me; and just as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ I now say it also to you.” Then he adds: “I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples​—if you have love among yourselves.”​—John 13:33-35.

At hearing Jesus say that he is to be with them just a little longer, Peter asks: “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replies: “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.” Puzzled, Peter says: “Lord, why is it I cannot follow you now? I will surrender my life in your behalf.”​—John 13:36, 37.

Jesus now refers to the time when he sent the apostles out on a preaching tour of Galilee without a money bag or a food pouch. (Matthew 10:5, 9, 10) He asks: “You did not lack anything, did you?” They reply: “No!” But what should they do in the days ahead? Jesus directs them: “Let the one who has a money bag take it, likewise a food pouch, and let the one who has no sword sell his outer garment and buy one. For I tell you that what is written must be accomplished in me, namely, ‘He was counted with lawless ones.’ For this is being fulfilled concerning me.”​—Luke 22:35-37.

Jesus is pointing to the time when he will be nailed to a stake alongside evildoers, or lawless ones. Thereafter his followers will face severe persecution. They feel that they are prepared and say: “Lord, look! here are two swords.” He answers: “It is enough.” (Luke 22:38) That they have two swords with them will soon afford Jesus an opportunity to teach another important lesson.



	            Why are the apostles arguing, and how does Jesus deal with the situation?



	            What is to be accomplished by the covenant that Jesus makes with his faithful disciples?



	            How does Jesus respond to Peter’s display of confidence?











^ (Matt. 26:31-35) Then Jesus said to them: “All of you will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered about.’ 32 But after I have been raised up, I will go ahead of you into Galʹi·lee.” 33 But Peter, in response, said to him: “Although all the others are stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled!” 34 Jesus said to him: “Truly I say to you, on this night, before a rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 35 Peter said to him: “Even if I should have to die with you, I will by no means disown you.” All the other disciples also said the same thing.



^ (Mark 14:27-31) And Jesus said to them: “You will all be stumbled, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered about.’ 28 But after I have been raised up, I will go ahead of you into Galʹi·lee.” 29 But Peter said to him: “Even if all the others are stumbled, I will not be.” 30 At that Jesus said to him: “Truly I say to you that today, yes, on this very night, before a rooster crows twice, you will disown me three times.” 31 But he kept insisting: “If I have to die with you, I will by no means disown you.” Also, all the others began to say the same thing.



^ (Luke 22:24-38) However, there also arose a heated dispute among them over which one of them was considered to be the greatest. 25 But he said to them: “The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those having authority over them are called Benefactors. 26 You, though, are not to be that way. But let the one who is the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the one taking the lead as the one ministering. 27 For which one is greater, the one dining* or the one serving? Is it not the one dining?* But I am among you as the one serving. 28 “However, you are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials; 29 and I make a covenant with you, just as my Father has made a covenant with me, for a kingdom, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my Kingdom, and sit on thrones to judge the 12 tribes of Israel. 31 “Simon, Simon, look! Satan has demanded to have all of you to sift you as wheat. 32 But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.” 33 Then he said to him: “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 But he said: “I tell you, Peter, a rooster will not crow today until you have denied knowing me three times.” 35 He also said to them: “When I sent you out without a money bag and a food pouch and sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?” They said: “No!”* 36 Then he said to them: “But now let the one who has a money bag take it, likewise a food pouch, and let the one who has no sword sell his outer garment and buy one. 37 For I tell you that what is written must be accomplished in me, namely, ‘He was counted with lawless ones.’ For this is being fulfilled concerning me.” 38 Then they said: “Lord, look! here are two swords.” He said to them: “It is enough.”

Or “reclining at the table.”
Or “reclining at the table.”
Or “They said: ‘Nothing!’”


^ (John 13:31-38) When, therefore, he had gone out, Jesus said: “Now the Son of man is glorified, and God is glorified in connection with him.* 32 God himself will glorify him, and he will glorify him immediately. 33 Little children, I am with you a little longer. You will look for me; and just as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ I now say it also to you. 34 I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.” 36 Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered: “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.” 37 Peter said to him: “Lord, why is it I cannot follow you now? I will surrender my life in your behalf.” 38 Jesus answered: “Will you surrender your life in my behalf? Most truly I say to you, a rooster will by no means crow until you have disowned me three times.”

Or “by means of him.”


^ par. 1 (Mark 9:33, 34) And they came into Ca·perʹna·um. Now when he was inside the house, he put the question to them: “What were you arguing about on the road?” 34 They kept silent, for on the road they had been arguing among themselves about who is greater.



^ par. 1 (Mark 10:35-37) James and John, the sons of Zebʹe·dee, approached him and said to him: “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 He said to them: “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 They replied: “Grant us to sit down, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.”



^ par. 2 (Luke 22:24) However, there also arose a heated dispute among them over which one of them was considered to be the greatest.



^ par. 3 (Luke 22:25-27) But he said to them: “The kings of the nations lord it over them, and those having authority over them are called Benefactors. 26 You, though, are not to be that way. But let the one who is the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the one taking the lead as the one ministering. 27 For which one is greater, the one dining* or the one serving? Is it not the one dining?* But I am among you as the one serving.

Or “reclining at the table.”
Or “reclining at the table.”


^ par. 4 (Luke 22:29) and I make a covenant with you, just as my Father has made a covenant with me, for a kingdom,



^ par. 5 (Luke 22:31) “Simon, Simon, look! Satan has demanded to have all of you to sift you as wheat.



^ par. 5 (Matt. 26:31) Then Jesus said to them: “All of you will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered about.’



^ par. 5 (Zech. 13:7) “O sword, awake against my shepherd, Against the man who is my companion,” declares Jehovah of armies. “Strike the shepherd, and let the flock* be scattered; And I will turn my hand against those who are insignificant.”

Or “sheep.”


^ par. 6 (Matt. 26:33) But Peter, in response, said to him: “Although all the others are stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled!”



^ par. 6 (Luke 22:32) But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.”



^ par. 6 (Matt. 26:35) Peter said to him: “Even if I should have to die with you, I will by no means disown you.” All the other disciples also said the same thing.



^ par. 7 (John 13:33-35) Little children, I am with you a little longer. You will look for me; and just as I said to the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ I now say it also to you. 34 I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ par. 8 (John 13:36, 37) Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered: “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.” 37 Peter said to him: “Lord, why is it I cannot follow you now? I will surrender my life in your behalf.”



^ par. 9 (Matt. 10:5) These 12 Jesus sent out, giving them these instructions: “Do not go off into the road of the nations, and do not enter any Sa·marʹi·tan city;



^ par. 9 (Matt. 10:9, 10) Do not acquire gold or silver or copper for your money belts, 10 or a food pouch for the trip, or two garments,* or sandals, or a staff, for the worker deserves his food.

Or “an extra garment.”


^ par. 9 (Luke 22:35-37) He also said to them: “When I sent you out without a money bag and a food pouch and sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?” They said: “No!”* 36 Then he said to them: “But now let the one who has a money bag take it, likewise a food pouch, and let the one who has no sword sell his outer garment and buy one. 37 For I tell you that what is written must be accomplished in me, namely, ‘He was counted with lawless ones.’ For this is being fulfilled concerning me.”

Or “They said: ‘Nothing!’”


^ par. 1 (Luke 22:38) Then they said: “Lord, look! here are two swords.” He said to them: “It is enough.”









^ ***sjj song 109 Love Intensely From the Heart***


SONG 109

Love Intensely From the Heart


(1 Peter 1:22)


	1. When our love is pure and intense,

We make Jehovah’s heart rejoice.

Love is his greatest quality,

Something that we hold dear.

Warm affection glows in our hearts,

Making a loyal friendship grow.

Love always acts unselfishly,

Proving our love sincere.

When we see a friend in need,

We’ll be there to lend a helping hand.

Truly we can be a friend,

Someone who can understand.

Jesus showed what love really means,

Helping us see Jehovah’s love,

Touching our hearts and moving us.

Tender feelings are a start.

Love intensely from the heart.







(See also 1 Pet. 2:17; 3:8; 4:8; 1 John 3:11.)





^ (1 Pet. 1:22) Now that you have purified yourselves* by your obedience to the truth with unhypocritical brotherly affection as the result, love one another intensely from the heart.

Or “your souls.”


^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”


^ (1 Pet. 4:8) Above all things, have intense love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.



^ (1 John 3:11) For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another;















^ (Gen. 46:1-47:31) So Israel took all that he had* and departed. When he arrived at Beʹer-sheʹba, he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2 Then God spoke to Israel in a vision by night and said: “Jacob, Jacob!” to which he said: “Here I am!” 3 He said: “I am the true God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I myself will also bring you back from there, and Joseph will lay his hand on your eyes.”* 5 After that Jacob departed from Beʹer-sheʹba, and the sons of Israel transported Jacob their father and their children and their wives in the wagons that Pharʹaoh had sent to transport him. 6 They took along their herds and their goods, which they had accumulated in the land of Caʹnaan. And so they came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him. 7 He brought with him into Egypt his sons and his grandsons, his daughters and his granddaughters—all his offspring. 8 Now these are the names of Israel’s sons who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons: Jacob’s firstborn was Reuʹben. 9 The sons of Reuʹben were Haʹnoch, Palʹlu, Hezʹron, and Carʹmi. 10 The sons of Simʹe·on were Jem·uʹel, Jaʹmin, Oʹhad, Jaʹchin, Zoʹhar, and Shaʹul the son of a Caʹnaan·ite woman. 11 The sons of Leʹvi were Gerʹshon, Koʹhath, and Me·rarʹi. 12 The sons of Judah were Er, Oʹnan, Sheʹlah, Peʹrez, and Zeʹrah. However, Er and Oʹnan died in the land of Caʹnaan. The sons of Peʹrez came to be Hezʹron and Haʹmul. 13 The sons of Isʹsa·char were Toʹla, Puʹvah, Iob, and Shimʹron. 14 The sons of Zebʹu·lun were Seʹred, Eʹlon, and Jahʹle·el. 15 These are the sons of Leʹah, whom she bore to Jacob in Padʹdan-aʹram, together with his daughter Diʹnah. All his sons and his daughters* numbered 33. 16 The sons of Gad were Ziphʹi·on, Hagʹgi, Shuʹni, Ezʹbon, Eʹri, Ar·oʹdi, and A·reʹli. 17 The sons of Ashʹer were Imʹnah, Ishʹvah, Ishʹvi, and Be·riʹah, and their sister was Seʹrah. The sons of Be·riʹah were Heʹber and Malʹchi·el. 18 These are the sons of Zilʹpah, whom Laʹban gave to his daughter Leʹah. She bore these to Jacob: 16 persons* in all. 19 The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 20 There were born to Joseph in the land of Egypt Ma·nasʹseh and Eʹphra·im, whom Asʹe·nath the daughter of Pot·iʹphe·ra the priest of On* bore to him. 21 The sons of Benjamin were Beʹla, Beʹcher, Ashʹbel, Geʹra, Naʹa·man, Eʹhi, Rosh, Mupʹpim, Hupʹpim, and Ard. 22 These are the sons of Rachel who were born to Jacob: 14 persons* in all. 23 The son* of Dan was Huʹshim. 24 The sons of Naphʹta·li were Jahʹze·el, Guʹni, Jeʹzer, and Shilʹlem. 25 These are the sons of Bilʹhah, whom Laʹban gave to his daughter Rachel. She bore these to Jacob: seven persons* in all. 26 All those* who descended from Jacob and went into Egypt with him, aside from the wives of Jacob’s sons, were 66. 27 Joseph’s sons who were born to him in Egypt were two.* All the people* of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were 70. 28 Jacob sent Judah ahead to tell Joseph that he was on the way to Goʹshen. When they came into the land of Goʹshen, 29 Joseph had his chariot prepared and went up to meet Israel his father at Goʹshen. When he presented himself to him, he at once embraced him* and wept for some time.* 30 Then Israel said to Joseph: “Now I am ready to die; I have seen your face and know that you are still alive.” 31 Joseph then said to his brothers and to his father’s household: “Let me go up and report to Pharʹaoh and tell him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household who were in the land of Caʹnaan have come here to me. 32 The men are shepherds, and they raise livestock, and they have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 33 When Pharʹaoh calls you and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’ 34 you must say, ‘Your servants have raised livestock from our youth until now, both we and our forefathers,’ so that you may dwell in the land of Goʹshen, for every herder of sheep is detestable to the Egyptians.” 
47 So Joseph went and reported to Pharʹaoh: “My father and my brothers and their flocks and their herds and all that they possess have come from the land of Caʹnaan, and they are in the land of Goʹshen.” 2 He took five of his brothers and presented them to Pharʹaoh. 3 Pharʹaoh said to his brothers: “What is your occupation?” They replied to Pharʹaoh: “Your servants are herders of sheep, both we and our forefathers.” 4 Then they said to Pharʹaoh: “We have come to reside as foreigners in the land because there are no pastures for the flock of your servants, for the famine is severe in the land of Caʹnaan. So please let your servants dwell in the land of Goʹshen.” 5 At that Pharʹaoh said to Joseph: “Your father and your brothers have come here to you. 6 The land of Egypt is at your disposal. Have your father and your brothers dwell in the very best part of the land. Let them dwell in the land of Goʹshen, and if you know of any capable men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and presented him to Pharʹaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharʹaoh. 8 Pharʹaoh asked Jacob: “How old are you?” 9 Jacob said to Pharʹaoh: “The years of my wanderings* are 130. Few and distressing the years of my life have been, and they are not as long as the years of the lives of my forefathers during their wanderings.”* 10 After that Jacob blessed Pharʹaoh and went out from before him. 11 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers, and he gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the very best part of the land, in the land of Ramʹe·ses, just as Pharʹaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph kept supplying his father and his brothers and the entire household of his father with food* according to the number of their children. 13 Now there was no food* in all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan became exhausted as a result of the famine. 14 Joseph was collecting all the money that was to be found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Caʹnaan for the grain that people were buying, and Joseph kept bringing the money into Pharʹaoh’s house. 15 In time the money from the land of Egypt and the land of Caʹnaan was spent, and all the Egyptians began coming to Joseph, saying: “Give us food! Why should we die before your very eyes because our money has run out?” 16 Then Joseph said: “If your money has run out, hand over your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange for your livestock.” 17 So they began bringing their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph kept giving them food in exchange for their horses, the livestock of the flock and of the herd, and the donkeys, and he kept providing them with food in exchange for all their livestock during that year. 18 When that year came to its close, they began coming to him the next year and saying: “We will not hide from my lord that the money and the stock of domestic animals have already been given to my lord. We have nothing left for my lord but our bodies and our land. 19 Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land in exchange for food, and we together with our land will become slaves to Pharʹaoh. Give us seed so that we may live and not die and that our land may not become desolate.” 20 Joseph then bought all the land of the Egyptians for Pharʹaoh because every Egyptian sold his field, for the famine was very severe; and the land became Pharʹaoh’s. 21 Then he moved the people into cities, from one end of the territory of Egypt to its other end. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, because the rations for the priests were from Pharʹaoh and they lived on their rations that Pharʹaoh gave them. That is why they did not sell their land. 23 Then Joseph said to the people: “See, I have today bought you and your land for Pharʹaoh. Here is seed for you, and you must sow the land with it. 24 When it produces, give a fifth to Pharʹaoh, but four parts will be yours as seed for the field and as food for you and for those in your houses and for your children to eat.” 25 So they said: “You have preserved our lives. Let us find favor in the eyes of my lord, and we will become slaves to Pharʹaoh.” 26 Then Joseph made it a decree, which is valid until today over the land of Egypt, that a fifth belongs to Pharʹaoh. It was only the land of the priests that did not become Pharʹaoh’s. 27 Israel continued to dwell in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goʹshen, and they settled in it and were fruitful and increased greatly. 28 And Jacob lived on in the land of Egypt for 17 years, so that the days of Jacob’s life came to be 147 years. 29 The time was approaching for Israel to die, so he called his son Joseph and said: “If, now, I have found favor in your eyes, place your hand, please, under my thigh, and show loyal love and faithfulness to me. Please, do not bury me in Egypt. 30 When I die,* you must carry me out of Egypt and bury me in the grave of my forefathers.” Accordingly, he said: “I will do just as you say.” 31 Then he said: “Swear to me.” So he swore to him. At that Israel bowed down at the head of his bed.

Or “all who were his.”
That is, to close them at Jacob’s death.
Or “All the souls of his sons and daughters.”
Or “16 souls.”
That is, Heliopolis.
Or “14 souls.”
Lit., “sons.”
Or “seven souls.”
Or “All the souls.”
Or “two souls.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “fell upon his neck.”
Or “wept on his neck again and again.”
Or “sojourning; residing as a foreigner.”
Or “sojourning; residing as foreigners.”
Lit., “bread.”
Lit., “bread.”
Lit., “lie down with my fathers.”








^ (Gen. 48:1-50:26) After these things, Joseph was told: “Look, your father is getting weak.” At that he took his two sons Ma·nasʹseh and Eʹphra·im with him. 2 Then Jacob was told: “Here your son Joseph has come to you.” So Israel gathered his strength and sat up on his bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Caʹnaan and blessed me. 4 And he said to me, ‘I am making you fruitful, and I will make you many, and I will transform you into a congregation of peoples, and I will give this land to your offspring* after you as a lasting possession.’ 5 Now your two sons who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt are mine. Eʹphra·im and Ma·nasʹseh will become mine just as Reuʹben and Simʹe·on are mine. 6 But the children born to you after them will become yours. They will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7 As for me, when I was coming from Padʹdan, Rachel died alongside me in the land of Caʹnaan, while there was yet a good stretch of land before coming to Ephʹrath. So I buried her there on the way to Ephʹrath, that is, Bethʹle·hem.” 8 Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons and asked: “Who are these?” 9 So Joseph said to his father: “They are my sons whom God has given me in this place.” At this he said: “Bring them to me, please, so that I may bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel were failing from age, and he was unable to see. So Joseph brought them close to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 Israel said to Joseph: “I never imagined I would see your face, but here God has also let me see your offspring.”* 12 Joseph then removed them from Israel’s knees, and he bowed down with his face to the ground. 13 Joseph now took the two of them, Eʹphra·im with his right hand to Israel’s left and Ma·nasʹseh with his left hand to Israel’s right, and brought them close to him. 14 However, Israel put out his right hand and placed it on Eʹphra·im’s head, although he was the younger, and he placed his left hand on Ma·nasʹseh’s head. He purposely laid his hands this way, since Ma·nasʹseh was the firstborn. 15 Then he blessed Joseph and said: “The true God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The true God who has been shepherding me during all my life until this day, 16 The angel who has been recovering me from all calamity, bless the boys. Let my name be called upon them and the name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, Let them increase to a multitude in the earth.” 17 When Joseph saw that his father kept his right hand placed on Eʹphra·im’s head, it was displeasing to him, so he tried to take hold of his father’s hand to move it from Eʹphra·im’s head to Ma·nasʹseh’s head. 18 Joseph said to his father: “Not so, my father, because this is the firstborn. Put your right hand on his head.” 19 But his father kept refusing and said: “I know it, my son, I know it. He too will become a people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will become greater than he will, and his offspring* will become the full equivalent of nations.” 20 So he continued to bless them on that day, saying: “Let Israel mention you when they pronounce blessings, saying, ‘May God make you like Eʹphra·im and like Ma·nasʹseh.’” Thus he kept putting Eʹphra·im before Ma·nasʹseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph: “Look, I am dying, but God will certainly continue with you and return you to the land of your forefathers. 22 As for me, I do give you one portion of land* more than to your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amʹor·ites with my sword and my bow.” 
49 And Jacob called his sons and said: “Gather yourselves together that I may tell you what will happen to you in the final part of the days. 2 Assemble yourselves and listen, you sons of Jacob, yes, listen to Israel your father. 3 “Reuʹben, you are my firstborn, my vigor and the beginning of my procreative power, the excellence of dignity and the excellence of strength. 4 With recklessness like turbulent waters, you will not excel, because you have gone up to your father’s bed. At that time you defiled* my bed. He actually went on to it! 5 “Simʹe·on and Leʹvi are brothers. Instruments of violence are their slaughter weapons. 6 Into their company do not come, O my soul.* With their assembly do not join, O my honor,* because in their anger they killed men, and for their pleasure they hamstrung bulls. 7 Cursed be their anger, because it is cruel, and their fury, because it is harsh. Let me disperse them in Jacob, and let me scatter them in Israel. 8 “As for you, Judah, your brothers will praise you. Your hand will be on the neck of your enemies. The sons of your father will bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion cub. From the prey, my son, you will certainly go up. He has crouched down and stretched himself out like a lion, and like a lion, who dares rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, neither the commander’s staff from between his feet, until Shiʹloh* comes, and to him the obedience of the peoples will belong. 11 Tying his donkey to a vine and his donkey’s colt to a choice vine, he will wash his clothing in wine and his garment in the blood of grapes. 12 Dark red are his eyes from wine, and his teeth are white from milk. 13 “Zebʹu·lun will reside by the seashore, by the shore where the ships lie anchored, and his remote border will be toward Siʹdon. 14 “Isʹsa·char is a strong-boned donkey, lying down between the two saddlebags. 15 And he will see that the resting-place is good and that the land is pleasant. He will bend his shoulder to bear the burden and will submit to forced labor. 16 “Dan will judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Let Dan be a serpent by the roadside, a horned snake beside the path, that bites the heels of the horse so that its rider falls backward. 18 I will wait for salvation from you, O Jehovah. 19 “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid him, but he will raid at their heels. 20 “Ashʹer’s bread* will be abundant,* and he will provide food fit for a king. 21 “Naphʹta·li is a slender doe. He is speaking words of elegance. 22 “Joseph is the offshoot of a fruitful tree, a fruitful tree by a spring, whose branches extend over the wall. 23 But the archers kept harassing him and shot at him and kept harboring animosity against him. 24 And yet his bow remained in place, and his hands stayed strong and agile. This was from the hands of the powerful one of Jacob, from the shepherd, the stone of Israel. 25 He* is from the God of your father, and he will help you, and he is with the Almighty, and he will bless you with the blessings of the heavens above, with the blessings of the deep below, with the blessings of the breasts and womb. 26 The blessings of your father will be superior to the blessings of the eternal mountains, to the desirable things of the enduring hills. They will continue upon the head of Joseph, upon the crown of the head of the one singled out from his brothers. 27 “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.” 28 All of these are the 12 tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said to them when he was blessing them. He gave each of them an appropriate blessing. 29 After that he gave these commands to them: “I am being gathered to my people.* Bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Eʹphron the Hitʹtite, 30 the cave in the field of Mach·peʹlah in front of Mamʹre in the land of Caʹnaan, the field that Abraham purchased from Eʹphron the Hitʹtite as a property for a burial place. 31 There they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah. There they buried Isaac and his wife Re·bekʹah, and there I buried Leʹah. 32 The field and the cave that is in it were purchased from the sons of Heth.” 33 Thus Jacob finished giving these instructions to his sons. Then he drew his feet up onto the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to his people.* 
50 Joseph then threw himself on his father and wept over him and kissed him. 2 After that Joseph commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel, 3 and they took the full 40 days for him, for this is the full period for the embalming, and the Egyptians continued to shed tears for him 70 days. 4 When the days of mourning for him passed, Joseph spoke to Pharʹaoh’s court,* saying: “If I have found favor in your eyes, give this message to Pharʹaoh: 5 ‘My father made me swear, saying: “Look! I am dying. You are to bury me in my burial place, which I have excavated in the land of Caʹnaan.” Please, let me go up and bury my father, after which I will return.’” 6 Pharʹaoh replied: “Go and bury your father just as he made you swear.” 7 So Joseph went up to bury his father, and all of Pharʹaoh’s servants went with him, the elders of his court and all the elders of the land of Egypt 8 and all of Joseph’s household and his brothers and the household of his father. Only their little children and their flocks and their herds they left in the land of Goʹshen. 9 Chariots and horsemen also went up with him, and the camp was very numerous. 10 Then they came to the threshing floor of Aʹtad, which is in the region of the Jordan, and there they carried on a very great and bitter mourning, and he kept mourning for his father seven days. 11 The inhabitants of the land, the Caʹnaan·ites, saw them mourning at the threshing floor of Aʹtad, and they exclaimed: “This is a great mourning for the Egyptians!” That is why it was named Aʹbel-mizʹra·im,* which is in the region of the Jordan. 12 So his sons did for him exactly as he had instructed them. 13 His sons carried him into the land of Caʹnaan and buried him in the cave of the field of Mach·peʹlah, the field in front of Mamʹre that Abraham had purchased from Eʹphron the Hitʹtite as property for a burial place. 14 After he buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all those who had gone with him to bury his father. 15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said: “It may be that Joseph is harboring animosity against us and that he will repay us for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph in these words: “Your father gave this command before his death: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: “I beg you, please pardon the transgression of your brothers and the sin they committed in bringing such harm to you.”’ Now, please, pardon the transgression of the servants of your father’s God.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also came and fell down before him and said: “Here we are as slaves to you!” 19 Joseph said to them: “Do not be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 Although you meant to harm me, God intended it to turn out well and to preserve many people alive, as he is doing today. 21 So now do not be afraid. I will keep supplying you and your little children with food.” Thus he comforted them and spoke reassuringly to them. 22 And Joseph continued to dwell in Egypt, he and the household of his father, and Joseph lived for 110 years. 23 Joseph saw the third generation of Eʹphra·im’s sons, also the sons of Maʹchir, Ma·nasʹseh’s son. They were born upon Joseph’s knees.* 24 At length Joseph said to his brothers: “I am dying, but God will without fail turn his attention to you, and he will certainly bring you up out of this land to the land about which he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying: “God will without fail turn his attention to you. You must take my bones up out of here.” 26 And Joseph died at the age of 110, and they had him embalmed, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “one slope of land.” Lit., “one shoulder.”
Or “profaned.”
See Glossary.
Or possibly, “disposition.”
Meaning “He Whose It Is; He to Whom It Belongs.”
Or “food.”
Lit., “fat.”
That is, Joseph.
This is a poetic expression for death.
This is a poetic expression for death.
Or “household.”
Meaning “Mourning of the Egyptians.”
That is, treated as sons and given special favor.


^ (Gen. 49:8-26) “As for you, Judah, your brothers will praise you. Your hand will be on the neck of your enemies. The sons of your father will bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion cub. From the prey, my son, you will certainly go up. He has crouched down and stretched himself out like a lion, and like a lion, who dares rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, neither the commander’s staff from between his feet, until Shiʹloh* comes, and to him the obedience of the peoples will belong. 11 Tying his donkey to a vine and his donkey’s colt to a choice vine, he will wash his clothing in wine and his garment in the blood of grapes. 12 Dark red are his eyes from wine, and his teeth are white from milk. 13 “Zebʹu·lun will reside by the seashore, by the shore where the ships lie anchored, and his remote border will be toward Siʹdon. 14 “Isʹsa·char is a strong-boned donkey, lying down between the two saddlebags. 15 And he will see that the resting-place is good and that the land is pleasant. He will bend his shoulder to bear the burden and will submit to forced labor. 16 “Dan will judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Let Dan be a serpent by the roadside, a horned snake beside the path, that bites the heels of the horse so that its rider falls backward. 18 I will wait for salvation from you, O Jehovah. 19 “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid him, but he will raid at their heels. 20 “Ashʹer’s bread* will be abundant,* and he will provide food fit for a king. 21 “Naphʹta·li is a slender doe. He is speaking words of elegance. 22 “Joseph is the offshoot of a fruitful tree, a fruitful tree by a spring, whose branches extend over the wall. 23 But the archers kept harassing him and shot at him and kept harboring animosity against him. 24 And yet his bow remained in place, and his hands stayed strong and agile. This was from the hands of the powerful one of Jacob, from the shepherd, the stone of Israel. 25 He* is from the God of your father, and he will help you, and he is with the Almighty, and he will bless you with the blessings of the heavens above, with the blessings of the deep below, with the blessings of the breasts and womb. 26 The blessings of your father will be superior to the blessings of the eternal mountains, to the desirable things of the enduring hills. They will continue upon the head of Joseph, upon the crown of the head of the one singled out from his brothers.

Meaning “He Whose It Is; He to Whom It Belongs.”
Or “food.”
Lit., “fat.”
That is, Joseph.





^ ***sjj song 30 My Father, My God and Friend***


SONG 30

My Father, My God and Friend


(Hebrews 6:10)


	1. Life in this world can be hard.

Life in this world can bring tears and pain.

Still ev’ry day I will say,

“My life is not in vain.”

(CHORUS)

For God is not unrighteous,

And he remembers the love I’ve shown.

So he is ever near me;

With Jehovah, I’m not alone.

Yes, God is my provider

and my protector down to the end.

Yes, Jehovah is my Father,

My God and Friend.





	2. Gone are the days of my youth;

Days of calamity now are here.

Still through the eyes of my faith,

My hope is bright and clear.

(CHORUS)

For God is not unrighteous,

And he remembers the love I’ve shown.

So he is ever near me;

With Jehovah, I’m not alone.

Yes, God is my provider

and my protector down to the end.

Yes, Jehovah is my Father,

My God and Friend.









(See also Ps. 71:17, 18.)





^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (Ps. 71:17, 18) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”








^ ***it-1 p. 1246 Jacob***

Shortly before his death, Jacob blessed his grandsons, Joseph’s sons, and, by divine guidance, put the younger Ephraim ahead of the older Manasseh. Then to Joseph, who would receive the firstborn’s double portion of the inheritance, Jacob declared: “I do give you one shoulder of land more than to your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amorites by my sword and by my bow.” (Ge 48:1-22; 1Ch 5:1) Since Jacob had peaceably purchased the plot of ground near Shechem from the sons of Hamor (Ge 33:19, 20), it seems that this promise to Joseph was an expression of Jacob’s faith, in which he prophetically spoke of the future conquest of Canaan by his descendants as if already accomplished by his own sword and bow. (See AMORITE.) Joseph’s double portion of that conquered land consisted of the two allotments given to the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh.



^ (Gen. 48:1-22) After these things, Joseph was told: “Look, your father is getting weak.” At that he took his two sons Ma·nasʹseh and Eʹphra·im with him. 2 Then Jacob was told: “Here your son Joseph has come to you.” So Israel gathered his strength and sat up on his bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Caʹnaan and blessed me. 4 And he said to me, ‘I am making you fruitful, and I will make you many, and I will transform you into a congregation of peoples, and I will give this land to your offspring* after you as a lasting possession.’ 5 Now your two sons who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt are mine. Eʹphra·im and Ma·nasʹseh will become mine just as Reuʹben and Simʹe·on are mine. 6 But the children born to you after them will become yours. They will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7 As for me, when I was coming from Padʹdan, Rachel died alongside me in the land of Caʹnaan, while there was yet a good stretch of land before coming to Ephʹrath. So I buried her there on the way to Ephʹrath, that is, Bethʹle·hem.” 8 Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons and asked: “Who are these?” 9 So Joseph said to his father: “They are my sons whom God has given me in this place.” At this he said: “Bring them to me, please, so that I may bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel were failing from age, and he was unable to see. So Joseph brought them close to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 Israel said to Joseph: “I never imagined I would see your face, but here God has also let me see your offspring.”* 12 Joseph then removed them from Israel’s knees, and he bowed down with his face to the ground. 13 Joseph now took the two of them, Eʹphra·im with his right hand to Israel’s left and Ma·nasʹseh with his left hand to Israel’s right, and brought them close to him. 14 However, Israel put out his right hand and placed it on Eʹphra·im’s head, although he was the younger, and he placed his left hand on Ma·nasʹseh’s head. He purposely laid his hands this way, since Ma·nasʹseh was the firstborn. 15 Then he blessed Joseph and said: “The true God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The true God who has been shepherding me during all my life until this day, 16 The angel who has been recovering me from all calamity, bless the boys. Let my name be called upon them and the name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, Let them increase to a multitude in the earth.” 17 When Joseph saw that his father kept his right hand placed on Eʹphra·im’s head, it was displeasing to him, so he tried to take hold of his father’s hand to move it from Eʹphra·im’s head to Ma·nasʹseh’s head. 18 Joseph said to his father: “Not so, my father, because this is the firstborn. Put your right hand on his head.” 19 But his father kept refusing and said: “I know it, my son, I know it. He too will become a people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will become greater than he will, and his offspring* will become the full equivalent of nations.” 20 So he continued to bless them on that day, saying: “Let Israel mention you when they pronounce blessings, saying, ‘May God make you like Eʹphra·im and like Ma·nasʹseh.’” Thus he kept putting Eʹphra·im before Ma·nasʹseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph: “Look, I am dying, but God will certainly continue with you and return you to the land of your forefathers. 22 As for me, I do give you one portion of land* more than to your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amʹor·ites with my sword and my bow.”

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “one slope of land.” Lit., “one shoulder.”


^ (1 Chron. 5:1) These are the sons of Reuʹben, Israel’s firstborn. He was the firstborn, but because he defiled* the bed of his father, his right as firstborn was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so he was not enrolled genealogically for the right of the firstborn.

Or “profaned.”


^ (Gen. 33:19, 20) Then he acquired a portion of the field where he pitched his tent from the sons of Haʹmor, the father of Sheʹchem, for 100 pieces of money. 20 There he set up an altar and called it God, the God of Israel.









^ ***it-2 p. 206 Last Days***

Jacob’s Deathbed Prophecy. When Jacob said to his sons, “Gather yourselves together that I may tell you what will happen to you in the final part of the days” or “in days to come” (AT), he meant in that future time when his words would begin undergoing fulfillment. (Ge 49:1) Over two centuries earlier Jehovah had stated to Jacob’s grandfather Abram (Abraham) that his offspring would suffer affliction for 400 years. (Ge 15:13) Therefore, in this case, the future time referred to by Jacob as “the final part of the days” could not begin until after the 400 years of affliction ended. (For details on Genesis 49, see the articles on the sons of Jacob under their respective names.) A later application of the prophecy that would involve the spiritual “Israel of God” could also be expected.​—Ga 6:16; Ro 9:6.



^ (Gen. 49:1) And Jacob called his sons and said: “Gather yourselves together that I may tell you what will happen to you in the final part of the days.



^ (Gen. 15:13) Then He said to Aʹbram: “Know for certain that your offspring* will be foreigners in a land not theirs and that the people there will enslave them and afflict them for 400 years.

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Gen. 49:1-33) And Jacob called his sons and said: “Gather yourselves together that I may tell you what will happen to you in the final part of the days. 2 Assemble yourselves and listen, you sons of Jacob, yes, listen to Israel your father. 3 “Reuʹben, you are my firstborn, my vigor and the beginning of my procreative power, the excellence of dignity and the excellence of strength. 4 With recklessness like turbulent waters, you will not excel, because you have gone up to your father’s bed. At that time you defiled* my bed. He actually went on to it! 5 “Simʹe·on and Leʹvi are brothers. Instruments of violence are their slaughter weapons. 6 Into their company do not come, O my soul.* With their assembly do not join, O my honor,* because in their anger they killed men, and for their pleasure they hamstrung bulls. 7 Cursed be their anger, because it is cruel, and their fury, because it is harsh. Let me disperse them in Jacob, and let me scatter them in Israel. 8 “As for you, Judah, your brothers will praise you. Your hand will be on the neck of your enemies. The sons of your father will bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion cub. From the prey, my son, you will certainly go up. He has crouched down and stretched himself out like a lion, and like a lion, who dares rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, neither the commander’s staff from between his feet, until Shiʹloh* comes, and to him the obedience of the peoples will belong. 11 Tying his donkey to a vine and his donkey’s colt to a choice vine, he will wash his clothing in wine and his garment in the blood of grapes. 12 Dark red are his eyes from wine, and his teeth are white from milk. 13 “Zebʹu·lun will reside by the seashore, by the shore where the ships lie anchored, and his remote border will be toward Siʹdon. 14 “Isʹsa·char is a strong-boned donkey, lying down between the two saddlebags. 15 And he will see that the resting-place is good and that the land is pleasant. He will bend his shoulder to bear the burden and will submit to forced labor. 16 “Dan will judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Let Dan be a serpent by the roadside, a horned snake beside the path, that bites the heels of the horse so that its rider falls backward. 18 I will wait for salvation from you, O Jehovah. 19 “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid him, but he will raid at their heels. 20 “Ashʹer’s bread* will be abundant,* and he will provide food fit for a king. 21 “Naphʹta·li is a slender doe. He is speaking words of elegance. 22 “Joseph is the offshoot of a fruitful tree, a fruitful tree by a spring, whose branches extend over the wall. 23 But the archers kept harassing him and shot at him and kept harboring animosity against him. 24 And yet his bow remained in place, and his hands stayed strong and agile. This was from the hands of the powerful one of Jacob, from the shepherd, the stone of Israel. 25 He* is from the God of your father, and he will help you, and he is with the Almighty, and he will bless you with the blessings of the heavens above, with the blessings of the deep below, with the blessings of the breasts and womb. 26 The blessings of your father will be superior to the blessings of the eternal mountains, to the desirable things of the enduring hills. They will continue upon the head of Joseph, upon the crown of the head of the one singled out from his brothers. 27 “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.” 28 All of these are the 12 tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said to them when he was blessing them. He gave each of them an appropriate blessing. 29 After that he gave these commands to them: “I am being gathered to my people.* Bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Eʹphron the Hitʹtite, 30 the cave in the field of Mach·peʹlah in front of Mamʹre in the land of Caʹnaan, the field that Abraham purchased from Eʹphron the Hitʹtite as a property for a burial place. 31 There they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah. There they buried Isaac and his wife Re·bekʹah, and there I buried Leʹah. 32 The field and the cave that is in it were purchased from the sons of Heth.” 33 Thus Jacob finished giving these instructions to his sons. Then he drew his feet up onto the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to his people.*

Or “profaned.”
See Glossary.
Or possibly, “disposition.”
Meaning “He Whose It Is; He to Whom It Belongs.”
Or “food.”
Lit., “fat.”
That is, Joseph.
This is a poetic expression for death.
This is a poetic expression for death.


^ (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^ (Rom. 9:6) However, it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who descend from Israel are really “Israel.”









^ ***w07 6/1 p. 28 Elderly Ones—A Blessing to the Young***

Influence on Fellow Worshippers

10. What was Joseph’s “command concerning his bones,” and what was its effect?

10 Older ones can also be a good influence on fellow believers. In his old age, Jacob’s son Joseph performed a simple act of faith that had a profound effect on millions of true worshippers who lived after him. He was 110 when “he gave a command concerning his bones,” namely, that when the Israelites finally left Egypt, they were to take his bones with them. (Hebrews 11:22; Genesis 50:25) That command served as an added ray of hope for Israel during the many years of hard slavery that followed Joseph’s death, providing assurance that their deliverance would come.



^ par. 10 (Heb. 11:22) By faith Joseph, nearing his end, spoke of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and he gave instructions* concerning his bones.*

Or “a command.”
Or “burial.”


^ par. 10 (Gen. 50:25) So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying: “God will without fail turn his attention to you. You must take my bones up out of here.”









^ ***w04 6/1 p. 15 Blessed Are Those Who Give Glory to God***

An Ancient Challenge

 4. What challenge was faced by the tribe of Gad?

4 Before entering the Promised Land, members of Israel’s tribe of Gad requested that they be allowed to settle in the cattle country east of the Jordan. (Numbers 32:1-5) Living there would mean coping with serious challenges. The tribes to the west would have the protection of the Jordan Valley​—a natural barrier to military invasion. (Joshua 3:13-17) However, concerning the lands east of the Jordan, The Historical Geography of the Holy Land, by George Adam Smith, says: “[They] all roll off, with almost no intervening barrier, upon the great Arabian plateau. Consequently they have been exposed in all ages to the invasion of the hungry nomads, some of whom swarm upon them every year for pasture.”

 5. How did Jacob encourage the descendants of Gad to respond when under attack?

5 How would the tribe of Gad fare under such unrelenting pressure? Centuries earlier, in his death-bed prophecy, their forefather Jacob foretold: “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid him, but he will raid the extreme rear.” (Genesis 49:19) At first glance those words may seem gloomy. In reality, though, they amounted to a command for the Gadites to strike back. Jacob assured them that if they did so, the raiders would make a humiliating retreat, with the Gadites pursuing their extreme rear.



^ par. 4 (Num. 32:1-5) Now the sons of Reuʹben and the sons of Gad had very large quantities of livestock, and they saw that the lands of Jaʹzer and Gilʹe·ad were a good region for livestock. 2 So the sons of Gad and the sons of Reuʹben approached Moses, El·e·aʹzar the priest, and the chieftains of the assembly and said: 3 “Atʹa·roth, Diʹbon, Jaʹzer, Nimʹrah, Heshʹbon, E·le·aʹleh, Seʹbam, Neʹbo, and Beʹon, 4 the land that Jehovah defeated before the assembly of Israel, is a good land for livestock, and your servants have much livestock.” 5 They continued: “If we have found favor in your eyes, let this be the land given to your servants as a possession. Do not make us cross the Jordan.”



^ par. 4 (Josh. 3:13-17) and as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests carrying the Ark of Jehovah, the Lord of the whole earth, touch* the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing from upstream will be halted and they will stand still like a dam.”* 14 So when the people departed from their tents just before crossing the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of the people. 15 As soon as the carriers of the Ark reached the Jordan and the priests carrying the Ark dipped their feet into the edge of the waters (now the Jordan overflows its banks all the days of harvest), 16 the waters flowing from upstream stood still. They rose up like a dam* very far away at Adam, the city near Zarʹe·than, while the waters descending toward the Sea of the Arʹa·bah, the Salt Sea,* drained away. They were halted, and the people crossed over opposite Jerʹi·cho. 17 While the priests carrying the ark of Jehovah’s covenant kept standing still on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, all Israel crossed over on dry ground until the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan.

Lit., “rest in.”
Or “wall.”
Or “wall.”
That is, the Dead Sea.


^ par. 5 (Gen. 49:19) “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid him, but he will raid at their heels.









^ ***it-1 p. 289 Benjamin***

The fighting ability of Benjamin’s descendants was pictured in Jacob’s deathbed prophecy in which he said of this beloved son: “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the animal seized and at evening he will divide spoil.” (Ge 49:27) Benjamite fighters were noted for their ability with the sling, slinging stones with either the right hand or the left and hitting the mark “to a hairbreadth.” (Jg 20:16; 1Ch 12:2) Left-handed Judge Ehud, the slayer of oppressive King Eglon, was of Benjamin. (Jg 3:15-21) It may also be noted that it was “in the morning” of the kingdom of Israel that the tribe of Benjamin, though one “of the smallest of the tribes,” provided Israel’s first king, Saul the son of Kish, who proved to be a fierce fighter against the Philistines. (1Sa 9:15-17, 21) Likewise “at evening” time, as far as the nation of Israel was concerned, the tribe of Benjamin provided Queen Esther and Prime Minister Mordecai, who served to save the Israelites from annihilation under the Persian Empire.​—Es 2:5-7.



^ (Gen. 49:27) “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.”



^ (Judg. 20:16) In this army were 700 chosen men who were left-handed. Every one of these men could sling a stone to within a hairbreadth and would not miss.



^ (1 Chron. 12:2) They were armed with the bow, and they could use both the right hand and the left hand to sling stones or to shoot arrows with the bow. They were of the brothers of Saul, from Benjamin.



^ (Judg. 3:15-21) Then the Israelites called to Jehovah for help, so Jehovah raised up for them a savior, Eʹhud the son of Geʹra, a Benʹja·min·ite who was left-handed. In time the Israelites sent tribute through him to Egʹlon the king of Moʹab. 16 Meanwhile, Eʹhud made for himself a two-edged sword, a cubit* long, and he strapped it underneath his garment on his right thigh. 17 He then presented the tribute to Egʹlon the king of Moʹab. Now Egʹlon was a very fat man. 18 When Eʹhud finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people who had carried the tribute. 19 But after reaching the carved images* at Gilʹgal, he himself went back and said: “I have a secret message for you, O king.” So the king said: “Silence!” With that all his attendants left him. 20 So Eʹhud came to him as he was sitting alone in his cool roof chamber. Then Eʹhud said: “I have a message from God for you.” So he rose up from his throne.* 21 Then Eʹhud drew the sword from his right thigh with his left hand and plunged it into his belly.

Perhaps a short cubit of about 38 cm (15 in.). See App. B14.
Or possibly, “the quarries.”
Or “seat.”


^ (1 Sam. 9:15-17) The day before Saul came, Jehovah had told* Samuel: 16 “Tomorrow about this time, I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin. You must anoint him as leader over my people Israel, and he will save my people from the hand of the Phi·lisʹtines. For I have seen the affliction of my people, and their outcry has reached me.” 17 When Samuel saw Saul, Jehovah told him: “Here is the man of whom I said to you, ‘This is the one who will govern my people.’”*

Lit., “uncovered the ear of.”
Or “keep my people within bounds.”


^ (1 Sam. 9:21) At this Saul answered: “Am I not a Benʹja·min·ite of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the most insignificant of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin? So why have you spoken to me in this way?”



^ (Esther 2:5-7) There was a certain Jewish man in Shuʹshan* the citadel* whose name was Morʹde·cai son of Jaʹir son of Shimʹe·i son of Kish, a Benʹja·min·ite, 6 who had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the people who were deported with King Jec·o·niʹah* of Judah, whom King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon took into exile. 7 He was the guardian* of Ha·dasʹsah,* that is, Esther, the daughter of his father’s brother, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was beautifully formed and attractive in appearance, and at the death of her father and her mother, Morʹde·cai took her as his daughter.

Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Called Jehoiachin at 2Ki 24:8.
Or “caretaker.”
Meaning “Myrtle.”








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation,* to teaching.

Or “encouragement.”








^ ***th p. 9 Scripture Application Made Clear***


STUDY 6

Scripture Application Made Clear



John 10:33-36

SUMMARY: Do not simply read a scripture and then move on to the next point. Make sure that your listeners see clearly the connection between the scripture you read and the point you are making.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Isolate key words. After reading a scripture, highlight the words that relate directly to your main point. You may do this by repeating those words or by asking a question that invites your listeners to identify the key words.

If you use different words to restate the idea of the scripture, be sure that your listeners can still plainly see how the words in the Bible itself connect to your main point.








	  Emphasize the point. If you introduced the scripture with a clear reason for reading it, explain how the key words of the scripture relate to that reason.

As you discuss the scripture, keep your Bible open. This helps your listeners to connect your words to the verse you just read.








	  Make your application simple. Avoid commenting on irrelevant details that do not contribute to the main point. Based on what your listeners already know about the topic, decide how many facts are necessary to make the point of application clear and understandable.










^ (John 10:33-36) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.” 34 Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’? 35 If he called ‘gods’ those against* whom the word of God came—and yet the scripture cannot be nullified— 36 do you say to me* whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?

Or “to.”
Or “of him.”








^ ***bhs pp. 94-104 Is the End of the World Near?***


CHAPTER NINE

Is the End of the World Near?



 1. Where can we learn about the future?

HAVE you ever watched the news and thought, ‘Can things get any worse?’ There is so much tragedy and cruelty that some people believe we must be close to the end of the world. Is that true? Is there a way to know what will happen in the future? Yes. Although humans cannot predict what will happen, Jehovah God can. He tells us in the Bible about our future and the earth’s future.​—Isaiah 46:10; James 4:14.

2, 3. What did Jesus’ disciples want to know, and how did Jesus answer them?

2 When we read in the Bible about the end of the world, it means, not the end of planet Earth, but the end of wickedness. Jesus taught people that the Kingdom of God would rule over the earth. (Luke 4:43) His disciples wanted to know when God’s Kingdom would come, and they asked Jesus: “When will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?” (Matthew 24:3) Jesus did not give them the exact date, but he told them what would happen just before the end of this world. What Jesus said would happen is happening right now.

3 In this chapter we will discuss evidence that we are living in the time just before the end of the world. First, we need to learn about a war that took place in heaven so that we can understand why things are so bad here on earth.

A WAR IN HEAVEN

4, 5. (a) What happened in heaven soon after Jesus became King? (b) According to Revelation 12:12, what would happen on earth after Satan was thrown down?

4 In Chapter 8 we learned that Jesus became King in heaven in 1914. (Daniel 7:13, 14) The book of Revelation tells us what happened: “War broke out in heaven: Michael [meaning, Jesus] and his angels battled with the dragon [Satan], and the dragon and its angels battled.”* Satan and his demons lost the war and were thrown down to the earth. Imagine the joy that the angels felt! But what about the people on earth? The Bible says that it would be a time of trouble for mankind. Why? Because the Devil is very angry, “knowing that he has a short period of time.”​—Revelation 12:7, 9, 12.

5 The Devil is causing as much trouble as he can on earth. He’s furious because he has a short time left before God removes him. Let us examine what Jesus said would happen during the last days.​—See Endnote 24.

THE LAST DAYS

6, 7. What can be said about war and hunger today?

6 War. Jesus said: “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom.” (Matthew 24:7) More people have been killed in wars in our time than at any other time in history. One report from the Worldwatch Institute shows that since 1914, wars have killed more than 100 million people. More than three times as many people were killed in wars during the 100 years between 1900 and 2000 as were killed during the previous 1,900 years. Just imagine the misery and pain that millions of people have felt because of war!

7 Hunger. Jesus said: “There will be food shortages.” (Matthew 24:7) Even though more food is produced now than ever before, many people never have enough to eat. Why? Because they don’t have enough money to buy food or land on which to grow it. More than a billion people have less than one dollar a day to live on. The World Health Organization says that millions of children die each year, mainly because they don’t have enough food to keep them healthy.

8, 9. What shows that Jesus’ prophecies about earthquakes and disease have come true?

8 Earthquakes. Jesus prophesied: “There will be great earthquakes.” (Luke 21:11) Many powerful earthquakes are now expected every year. Since the year 1900, over two million people have died because of earthquakes. And although technology has helped to detect earthquakes earlier than before, many people still die.

9 Disease. Jesus foretold that there would be “pestilences.” Dangerous diseases would spread quickly and kill many. (Luke 21:11) Even though doctors have learned how to treat many sicknesses, there are still sicknesses that cannot be cured. In fact, one report explains that each year, millions of people die from diseases, such as tuberculosis, malaria, and cholera. Not only that, but doctors have found 30 new diseases, and some of them have no cure.

WHAT PEOPLE WOULD BE LIKE IN THE LAST DAYS

10. How is 2 Timothy 3:1-5 coming true today?

10 At 2 Timothy 3:1-5, the Bible says: “In the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.” The apostle Paul described how many people would behave during the last days. He said people would

	  be selfish



	  love money



	  disobey their parents



	  not be loyal



	  lack affection for their family



	  have no self-control



	  be violent and aggressive



	  love pleasures more than God



	  pretend to love God but refuse to obey him





11. According to Psalm 92:7, what will happen to wicked people?

11 Do many people behave like this where you live? All over the world, many do. But God will soon do something about it. He promises: “When the wicked sprout like weeds and all the wrongdoers flourish, it is that they may be annihilated [or, destroyed] forever.”​—Psalm 92:7.

GOOD NEWS IN THE LAST DAYS

12, 13. What has Jehovah taught us during the last days?

12 The Bible foretold that during the last days, the world would be full of pain and suffering. But the Bible also says that good things will happen.

13 Understanding the Bible. The prophet Daniel wrote about the last days. He said: “The true knowledge will become abundant.” (Daniel 12:4) God would give his people the ability to understand the Bible more clearly than ever before. Jehovah has done this especially since 1914. For example, he has taught us the importance of his name and his purpose for the earth as well as the truth about the ransom, what happens when we die, and the resurrection. We have learned that only God’s Kingdom can solve all our problems. We have also learned how to be happy and how to live in a way that pleases God. But what do God’s servants do with what they’ve learned? Another prophecy gives us the answer.​—See Endnotes 21 and 25.

14. Where is the good news of the Kingdom being preached, and who are preaching it?

14 The global preaching work. Speaking about the last days, Jesus said: “This good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth.” (Matthew 24:3, 14) The good news of the Kingdom is being preached in over 230 lands and in more than 700 languages. Yes, all over the earth, Jehovah’s Witnesses from “all nations and tribes” are helping people to understand what the Kingdom is and what it will do for mankind. (Revelation 7:9) And they do this free of charge. Although they are hated and persecuted by many, nothing can stop the preaching work, just as Jesus prophesied.​—Luke 21:17.

WHAT WILL YOU DO?

15. (a) Do you believe that we are living in the last days, and why? (b) What will happen to those who obey Jehovah and to those who don’t?

15 Do you believe that we are living in the last days? Many Bible prophecies about the last days are coming true. Soon Jehovah will decide to stop the preaching of the good news and “the end” will come. (Matthew 24:14) What is the end? It is Armageddon, when God will remove all wickedness. Jehovah will use Jesus and his powerful angels to destroy anyone who refuses to obey Him and his Son. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) After that, Satan and his demons will not mislead people. And all those who want to obey God and accept his Kingdom will see every promise of God come true.​—Revelation 20:1-3; 21:3-5.

16. Since the end is so close, what do you need to do?

16 This world ruled by Satan will soon come to its end. So it is very important that we ask ourselves, ‘What do I need to do?’ Jehovah wants you to learn as much as you can from the Bible. You need to take your study seriously. (John 17:3) Jehovah’s Witnesses have meetings every week to help people understand the Bible. Try to attend those meetings regularly. (Read Hebrews 10:24, 25.) If you learn that you need to make changes, don’t be afraid to make them. As you make them, your friendship with Jehovah will become stronger.​—James 4:8.

17. Why will most people be surprised when the end comes?

17 The apostle Paul explained that the destruction of the wicked will come when most people don’t expect it, “as a thief in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2) Jesus prophesied that many would choose to ignore the evidence that we’re living in the last days. He said: “Just as the days of Noah were, so the presence of the Son of man [or, the last days] will be. For as they were in those days before the Flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and they took no note until the Flood came and swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will be.”​—Matthew 24:37-39.

18. What warning did Jesus give us?

18 Jesus warned that we should not become distracted “with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life.” He said that the end will come suddenly, “as a snare.” He also said that it “will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth.” Then he added: “Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication [or, praying very sincerely] that you may succeed in escaping all these things that must occur and in standing before the Son of man.” (Luke 21:34-36) Why is it so important to listen to Jesus’ warning? Because very soon Satan’s wicked world will be destroyed. Only those who are approved by Jehovah and Jesus will survive the end and live forever in the new world.​—John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:13.



^ par. 4 Michael is another name for Jesus Christ. For more information, please see Endnote 23.




SUMMARY


TRUTH 1: JEHOVAH REVEALS THE FUTURE TO US

“From the beginning I foretell the outcome, and from long ago the things that have not yet been done.”​—Isaiah 46:10

What do we know about the time of the end?

	Daniel 7:13, 14

Jesus became King in heaven in 1914.



	Matthew 24:3-14

Jesus foretold critical times for humans.



	Revelation 12:7-9, 12

Shortly after Jesus became King, he threw Satan out of the heavens to the earth. Satan is furious because he has “a short period of time” left before God removes him.





TRUTH 2: WE ARE LIVING IN THE TIME OF THE END

“What will be the sign . . . of the conclusion of the system of things?”​—Matthew 24:3

Have you seen the fulfillment of Bible prophecies?

	Matthew 24:7; Luke 21:11

More than ever before, we see wars, hunger, earthquakes, and disease.



	2 Timothy 3:1-5

The apostle Paul described how people would behave during the last days.



	Daniel 12:4

God is helping his people to understand the Bible more clearly than ever before.



	Matthew 24:14

The good news of the Kingdom is being preached all over the earth.






TRUTH 3: TAKE ACTION NOW TO PLEASE JEHOVAH

“Jehovah’s day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.”​—1 Thessalonians 5:2

Since the end is so close, what do you need to do?

	John 17:3

Take your study of the Bible seriously.



	Hebrews 10:24, 25

Learn more by attending the meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses.



	James 4:8

Make needed changes in your life so that you can draw closer to God.



	Luke 21:34-36

Avoid distractions, and focus your life on worshipping Jehovah.












^ par. 1 (Isa. 46:10) From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’

Or “purpose; counsel.”


^ par. 1 (Jas. 4:14) whereas you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then disappears.



^ par. 2 (Luke 4:43) But he said to them: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.”



^ par. 2 (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^ par. 4 (Dan. 7:13, 14) “I kept watching in the visions of the night, and look! with the clouds of the heavens, someone like a son of man was coming; and he gained access to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him up close before that One. 14 And to him there were given rulership, honor, and a kingdom, that the peoples, nations, and language groups should all serve him. His rulership is an everlasting rulership that will not pass away, and his kingdom will not be destroyed.



^ par. 4 (Rev. 12:7) And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled

Meaning “Who Is Like God?”


^ par. 4 (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ par. 4 (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^ par. 6 (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ par. 7 (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ par. 8 (Luke 21:11) There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ par. 9 (Luke 21:11) There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ par. 10 (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Ps. 92:7) When the wicked sprout like weeds* And all the wrongdoers flourish, It is that they may be annihilated forever.

Or “grass.”


^ par. 11 (Ps. 92:7) When the wicked sprout like weeds* And all the wrongdoers flourish, It is that they may be annihilated forever.

Or “grass.”


^ par. 13 (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^ par. 14 (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ par. 14 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 14 (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^ par. 14 (Luke 21:17) and you will be hated by all people because of my name.



^ par. 15 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 15 (2 Thess. 1:6-9) This takes into account that it is righteous on God’s part to repay tribulation to those who make tribulation for you. 7 But you who suffer tribulation will be given relief along with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels 8 in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus. 9 These very ones will undergo the judicial punishment of everlasting destruction from before the Lord and from the glory of his strength,



^ par. 15 (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^ par. 15 (Rev. 21:3-5) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ par. 16 (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ par. 16 (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ par. 16 (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ par. 17 (1 Thess. 5:2) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s* day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.

See App. A5.


^ par. 17 (Matt. 24:37-39) For just as the days of Noah were, so the presence of the Son of man will be. 38 For as they were in those days before the Flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 39 and they took no note until the Flood came and swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will be.



^ par. 18 (Luke 21:34-36) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you 35 as a snare. For it will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth. 36 Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication that you may succeed in escaping all these things that must occur and in standing before the Son of man.”

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”


^ par. 18 (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ par. 18 (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.



^ (Isa. 46:10) From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’

Or “purpose; counsel.”


^ (Dan. 7:13, 14) “I kept watching in the visions of the night, and look! with the clouds of the heavens, someone like a son of man was coming; and he gained access to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him up close before that One. 14 And to him there were given rulership, honor, and a kingdom, that the peoples, nations, and language groups should all serve him. His rulership is an everlasting rulership that will not pass away, and his kingdom will not be destroyed.



^ (Matt. 24:3-14) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?” 4 In answer Jesus said to them: “Look out that nobody misleads you, 5 for many will come on the basis of my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 You are going to hear of wars and reports of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for these things must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another. 8 All these things are a beginning of pangs of distress. 9 “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of my name. 10 Then, too, many will be stumbled and will betray one another and will hate one another. 11 Many false prophets will arise and mislead many; 12 and because of the increasing of lawlessness, the love of the greater number will grow cold. 13 But the one who has endured to the end will be saved. 14 And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Rev. 12:7-9) And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled 8 but they did not prevail,* nor was a place found for them any longer in heaven. 9 So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.

Meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Or possibly, “but it [that is, the dragon] was defeated.”


^ (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ (Luke 21:11) There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (1 Thess. 5:2) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s* day is coming exactly as a thief in the night.

See App. A5.


^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Luke 21:34-36) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you 35 as a snare. For it will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth. 36 Keep awake, then, all the time making supplication that you may succeed in escaping all these things that must occur and in standing before the Son of man.”

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”








^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***sjj song 138 Beauty in Gray-Headedness***


SONG 138

Beauty in Gray-Headedness


(Proverbs 16:31)


	1. Here with us are aged ones,

Those whose youth has passed.

Here among us they endure;

Still they’re holding fast.

Loss of strength besets them all;

Loss of mates for some.

Father, please confirm their faith

In the life to come.

(CHORUS)

Father, you remember

How in faith they’ve run.

Give them your assurance;

May they hear, “Well done!”





	2. Splendid is gray-headedness

Found in ways of right.

Beautiful are faithful ones

In Jehovah’s sight.

May we always recognize

They were once young too.

Loyally they gave their best

When their strength was new.

(CHORUS)

Father, you remember

How in faith they’ve run.

Give them your assurance;

May they hear, “Well done!”









(See also Ps. 71:9, 18; Prov. 20:29; Matt. 25:21, 23; Luke 22:28; 1 Tim. 5:1.)





^ (Prov. 16:31) Gray hair is a crown of beauty* When it is found in the way of righteousness.

Or “glory.”


^ (Ps. 71:9) Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails.



^ (Ps. 71:18) Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”


^ (Prov. 20:29) The glory of young men is their strength, And the splendor of old men is their gray hair.



^ (Matt. 25:21) His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’*

Or “Rejoice with your master; Come and share your master’s happiness.”


^ (Matt. 25:23) His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’



^ (Luke 22:28) “However, you are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials;



^ (1 Tim. 5:1) Do not severely criticize an older man. On the contrary, appeal to him as a father, to younger men as brothers,









^ ***jy p. 274-p. 275 par. 6 Jesus—The Way, the Truth, the Life***


CHAPTER 119

Jesus​—The Way, the Truth, the Life


JOHN 14:1-31

	           JESUS IS GOING AWAY TO PREPARE A PLACE



	           HE PROMISES HIS FOLLOWERS A HELPER



	            THE FATHER IS GREATER THAN JESUS








Still in the upper room with the apostles after the memorial meal, Jesus encourages them: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God; exercise faith also in me.”​—John 13:36; 14:1.

Jesus gives the faithful apostles reason not to be troubled over his departure: “In the house of my Father are many dwelling places. . . . If I go my way and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you home to myself, so that where I am you also may be.” The apostles, however, do not grasp that he is speaking about going to heaven. Thomas asks: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”​—John 14:2-5.

“I am the way and the truth and the life,” Jesus answers. Only by accepting him and his teachings and imitating his life course can one enter the heavenly house of his Father. Jesus says: “No one comes to the Father except through me.”​—John 14:6.

Philip, listening intently, requests: “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Philip seems to want some manifestation of God, like the visions that Moses, Elijah, and Isaiah received. However, the apostles have something better than such visions. Jesus highlights that, replying: “Even after I have been with you men for such a long time, Philip, have you not come to know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father also.” Jesus perfectly reflects the Father’s personality; hence, living with and observing Jesus is like seeing the Father. Of course, the Father is superior to the Son, for Jesus points out: “The things I say to you I do not speak of my own originality.” (John 14:8-10) The apostles can see that Jesus is giving all credit for his teachings to his Father.

Jesus’ apostles have seen him do wonderful works and have heard him proclaim the good news about the Kingdom of God. Now he tells them: “Whoever exercises faith in me will also do the works that I do; and he will do works greater than these.” (John 14:12) Jesus is not saying that they will perform greater miracles than he did. They will, though, carry out their ministry for a much longer time, over a much greater area, and to far more people.

Jesus’ departure will not leave them abandoned, for he promises: “If you ask anything in my name, I will do it.” Moreover, he says: “I will ask the Father and he will give you another helper to be with you forever, the spirit of the truth.” (John 14:14, 16, 17) He guarantees them that they will receive the holy spirit, this other helper. That happens on the day of Pentecost.

“In a little while,” Jesus says, “the world will see me no more, but you will see me, because I live and you will live.” (John 14:19) Not only will Jesus appear to them in bodily form after his resurrection but he will, in time, resurrect them to be with him in heaven as spirit creatures.

Now Jesus states a simple truth: “Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.” At this the apostle Judas, who is also called Thaddaeus, asks: “Lord, what has happened that you intend to show yourself clearly to us and not to the world?” Jesus replies: “If anyone loves me, he will observe my word, and my Father will love him . . . Whoever does not love me does not observe my words.” (John 14:21-24) Unlike his followers, the world does not recognize Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life.

Jesus is going away, so how will his disciples be able to recall all that he taught them? Jesus explains: “The helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will send in my name, that one will teach you all things and bring back to your minds all the things I told you.” The apostles have seen how powerfully the holy spirit can work, so this assurance is comforting. Jesus adds: “I leave you peace; I give you my peace. . . . Do not let your hearts be troubled nor let them shrink out of fear.” (John 14:26, 27) The disciples have reason, then, not to be troubled​—they will have direction and protection from Jesus’ Father.

Evidence of God’s protection will soon be seen. Jesus says: “The ruler of the world is coming, and he has no hold on me.” (John 14:30) The Devil was able to enter into Judas and get a hold on him. But there is no sinful weakness in Jesus that Satan can play on to turn him against God. Nor will the Devil be able to restrain Jesus in death. Why not? Jesus states: “I am doing just as the Father has commanded me to do.” He is certain that his Father will resurrect him.​—John 14:31.



	            Where is Jesus going, and what assurance does Thomas receive regarding the way there?



	            What does Philip apparently want Jesus to provide?



	            How will Jesus’ followers do greater works than he is doing?



	            Why is it reassuring that the Father is greater than Jesus?











^ (John 14:1-31) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God; exercise faith also in me. 2 In the house of my Father are many dwelling places. Otherwise, I would have told you, for I am going my way to prepare a place for you. 3 Also, if I go my way and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you home to myself, so that where I am you also may be. 4 And where I am going, you know the way.” 5 Thomas said to him: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you men had known me, you would have known my Father also; from this moment on you know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said to him: “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him: “Even after I have been with you men for such a long time, Philip, have you not come to know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father also. How is it you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in union with the Father and the Father is in union with me? The things I say to you I do not speak of my own originality, but the Father who remains in union with me is doing his works. 11 Believe me that I am in union with the Father and the Father is in union with me; otherwise, believe because of the works themselves. 12 Most truly I say to you, whoever exercises faith in me will also do the works that I do; and he will do works greater than these, because I am going my way to the Father. 13 Also, whatever you ask in my name, I will do this, so that the Father may be glorified in connection with the Son. 14 If you ask anything in my name, I will do it. 15 “If you love me, you will observe my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father and he will give you another helper to be with you forever, 17 the spirit of the truth, which the world cannot receive, because it neither sees it nor knows it. You know it, because it remains with you and is in you. 18 I will not leave you bereaved. I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will see me no more, but you will see me, because I live and you will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in union with my Father and you are in union with me and I am in union with you. 21 Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.” 22 Judas, not Is·carʹi·ot, said to him: “Lord, what has happened that you intend to show yourself clearly to us and not to the world?” 23 In answer Jesus said to him: “If anyone loves me, he will observe my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not observe my words. The word that you are hearing is not mine, but belongs to the Father who sent me. 25 “I have spoken these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will send in my name, that one will teach you all things and bring back to your minds all the things I told you. 27 I leave you peace; I give you my peace. I do not give it to you the way that the world gives it. Do not let your hearts be troubled nor let them shrink out of fear. 28 You heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I am. 29 So now I have told you before it occurs, so that you may believe when it does occur. 30 I will not speak with you much more, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has no hold on me. 31 But for the world to know that I love the Father, I am doing just as the Father has commanded me to do. Get up, let us go from here.



^ par. 1 (John 13:36) Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered: “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.”



^ par. 1 (John 14:1) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Exercise faith in God; exercise faith also in me.



^ par. 2 (John 14:2-5) In the house of my Father are many dwelling places. Otherwise, I would have told you, for I am going my way to prepare a place for you. 3 Also, if I go my way and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you home to myself, so that where I am you also may be. 4 And where I am going, you know the way.” 5 Thomas said to him: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”



^ par. 3 (John 14:6) Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.



^ par. 4 (John 14:8-10) Philip said to him: “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him: “Even after I have been with you men for such a long time, Philip, have you not come to know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father also. How is it you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in union with the Father and the Father is in union with me? The things I say to you I do not speak of my own originality, but the Father who remains in union with me is doing his works.



^ par. 1 (John 14:12) Most truly I say to you, whoever exercises faith in me will also do the works that I do; and he will do works greater than these, because I am going my way to the Father.



^ par. 2 (John 14:14) If you ask anything in my name, I will do it.



^ par. 2 (John 14:16, 17) And I will ask the Father and he will give you another helper to be with you forever, 17 the spirit of the truth, which the world cannot receive, because it neither sees it nor knows it. You know it, because it remains with you and is in you.



^ par. 3 (John 14:19) In a little while the world will see me no more, but you will see me, because I live and you will live.



^ par. 4 (John 14:21-24) Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.” 22 Judas, not Is·carʹi·ot, said to him: “Lord, what has happened that you intend to show yourself clearly to us and not to the world?” 23 In answer Jesus said to him: “If anyone loves me, he will observe my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him. 24 Whoever does not love me does not observe my words. The word that you are hearing is not mine, but belongs to the Father who sent me.



^ par. 5 (John 14:26, 27) But the helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will send in my name, that one will teach you all things and bring back to your minds all the things I told you. 27 I leave you peace; I give you my peace. I do not give it to you the way that the world gives it. Do not let your hearts be troubled nor let them shrink out of fear.



^ par. 6 (John 14:30) I will not speak with you much more, for the ruler of the world is coming, and he has no hold on me.



^ par. 6 (John 14:31) But for the world to know that I love the Father, I am doing just as the Father has commanded me to do. Get up, let us go from here.









^ ***sjj song 25 A Special Possession***


SONG 25

A Special Possession


(1 Peter 2:9)


	1. God has a new creation,

His spirit-anointed sons.

He has bought them from mankind;

His approval they’ve won.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.





	2. They are a holy nation,

Who handle the truth aright.

God has called them from darkness

To his wonderful light.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.





	3. Faithful to their commission,

They gather the other sheep.

To the Lamb they are loyal.

His commandments they keep.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.









(See also Isa. 43:20b, 21; Mal. 3:17; Col. 1:13.)





^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.


^ (Isa. 43:20, 21) The wild beast of the field will honor me, The jackals and the ostriches, For I provide water in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert, For my people, my chosen one, to drink, 21 The people whom I formed for myself So that they might declare my praise.



^ (Mal. 3:17) “And they will be mine,” says Jehovah of armies, “in the day when I produce a special property.* I will show them compassion, just as a man shows compassion to his son who serves him.

Or “a treasured possession.”


^ (Col. 1:13) He rescued us from the authority of the darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,















^ (Gen. 48:1-50:26) After these things, Joseph was told: “Look, your father is getting weak.” At that he took his two sons Ma·nasʹseh and Eʹphra·im with him. 2 Then Jacob was told: “Here your son Joseph has come to you.” So Israel gathered his strength and sat up on his bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph: “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Caʹnaan and blessed me. 4 And he said to me, ‘I am making you fruitful, and I will make you many, and I will transform you into a congregation of peoples, and I will give this land to your offspring* after you as a lasting possession.’ 5 Now your two sons who were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in Egypt are mine. Eʹphra·im and Ma·nasʹseh will become mine just as Reuʹben and Simʹe·on are mine. 6 But the children born to you after them will become yours. They will be called by the name of their brothers in their inheritance. 7 As for me, when I was coming from Padʹdan, Rachel died alongside me in the land of Caʹnaan, while there was yet a good stretch of land before coming to Ephʹrath. So I buried her there on the way to Ephʹrath, that is, Bethʹle·hem.” 8 Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons and asked: “Who are these?” 9 So Joseph said to his father: “They are my sons whom God has given me in this place.” At this he said: “Bring them to me, please, so that I may bless them.” 10 Now the eyes of Israel were failing from age, and he was unable to see. So Joseph brought them close to him, and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 Israel said to Joseph: “I never imagined I would see your face, but here God has also let me see your offspring.”* 12 Joseph then removed them from Israel’s knees, and he bowed down with his face to the ground. 13 Joseph now took the two of them, Eʹphra·im with his right hand to Israel’s left and Ma·nasʹseh with his left hand to Israel’s right, and brought them close to him. 14 However, Israel put out his right hand and placed it on Eʹphra·im’s head, although he was the younger, and he placed his left hand on Ma·nasʹseh’s head. He purposely laid his hands this way, since Ma·nasʹseh was the firstborn. 15 Then he blessed Joseph and said: “The true God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, The true God who has been shepherding me during all my life until this day, 16 The angel who has been recovering me from all calamity, bless the boys. Let my name be called upon them and the name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac, Let them increase to a multitude in the earth.” 17 When Joseph saw that his father kept his right hand placed on Eʹphra·im’s head, it was displeasing to him, so he tried to take hold of his father’s hand to move it from Eʹphra·im’s head to Ma·nasʹseh’s head. 18 Joseph said to his father: “Not so, my father, because this is the firstborn. Put your right hand on his head.” 19 But his father kept refusing and said: “I know it, my son, I know it. He too will become a people, and he too will become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will become greater than he will, and his offspring* will become the full equivalent of nations.” 20 So he continued to bless them on that day, saying: “Let Israel mention you when they pronounce blessings, saying, ‘May God make you like Eʹphra·im and like Ma·nasʹseh.’” Thus he kept putting Eʹphra·im before Ma·nasʹseh. 21 Then Israel said to Joseph: “Look, I am dying, but God will certainly continue with you and return you to the land of your forefathers. 22 As for me, I do give you one portion of land* more than to your brothers, which I took from the hand of the Amʹor·ites with my sword and my bow.” 
49 And Jacob called his sons and said: “Gather yourselves together that I may tell you what will happen to you in the final part of the days. 2 Assemble yourselves and listen, you sons of Jacob, yes, listen to Israel your father. 3 “Reuʹben, you are my firstborn, my vigor and the beginning of my procreative power, the excellence of dignity and the excellence of strength. 4 With recklessness like turbulent waters, you will not excel, because you have gone up to your father’s bed. At that time you defiled* my bed. He actually went on to it! 5 “Simʹe·on and Leʹvi are brothers. Instruments of violence are their slaughter weapons. 6 Into their company do not come, O my soul.* With their assembly do not join, O my honor,* because in their anger they killed men, and for their pleasure they hamstrung bulls. 7 Cursed be their anger, because it is cruel, and their fury, because it is harsh. Let me disperse them in Jacob, and let me scatter them in Israel. 8 “As for you, Judah, your brothers will praise you. Your hand will be on the neck of your enemies. The sons of your father will bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion cub. From the prey, my son, you will certainly go up. He has crouched down and stretched himself out like a lion, and like a lion, who dares rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, neither the commander’s staff from between his feet, until Shiʹloh* comes, and to him the obedience of the peoples will belong. 11 Tying his donkey to a vine and his donkey’s colt to a choice vine, he will wash his clothing in wine and his garment in the blood of grapes. 12 Dark red are his eyes from wine, and his teeth are white from milk. 13 “Zebʹu·lun will reside by the seashore, by the shore where the ships lie anchored, and his remote border will be toward Siʹdon. 14 “Isʹsa·char is a strong-boned donkey, lying down between the two saddlebags. 15 And he will see that the resting-place is good and that the land is pleasant. He will bend his shoulder to bear the burden and will submit to forced labor. 16 “Dan will judge his people as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Let Dan be a serpent by the roadside, a horned snake beside the path, that bites the heels of the horse so that its rider falls backward. 18 I will wait for salvation from you, O Jehovah. 19 “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid him, but he will raid at their heels. 20 “Ashʹer’s bread* will be abundant,* and he will provide food fit for a king. 21 “Naphʹta·li is a slender doe. He is speaking words of elegance. 22 “Joseph is the offshoot of a fruitful tree, a fruitful tree by a spring, whose branches extend over the wall. 23 But the archers kept harassing him and shot at him and kept harboring animosity against him. 24 And yet his bow remained in place, and his hands stayed strong and agile. This was from the hands of the powerful one of Jacob, from the shepherd, the stone of Israel. 25 He* is from the God of your father, and he will help you, and he is with the Almighty, and he will bless you with the blessings of the heavens above, with the blessings of the deep below, with the blessings of the breasts and womb. 26 The blessings of your father will be superior to the blessings of the eternal mountains, to the desirable things of the enduring hills. They will continue upon the head of Joseph, upon the crown of the head of the one singled out from his brothers. 27 “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.” 28 All of these are the 12 tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said to them when he was blessing them. He gave each of them an appropriate blessing. 29 After that he gave these commands to them: “I am being gathered to my people.* Bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Eʹphron the Hitʹtite, 30 the cave in the field of Mach·peʹlah in front of Mamʹre in the land of Caʹnaan, the field that Abraham purchased from Eʹphron the Hitʹtite as a property for a burial place. 31 There they buried Abraham and his wife Sarah. There they buried Isaac and his wife Re·bekʹah, and there I buried Leʹah. 32 The field and the cave that is in it were purchased from the sons of Heth.” 33 Thus Jacob finished giving these instructions to his sons. Then he drew his feet up onto the bed and breathed his last and was gathered to his people.* 
50 Joseph then threw himself on his father and wept over him and kissed him. 2 After that Joseph commanded his servants, the physicians, to embalm his father. So the physicians embalmed Israel, 3 and they took the full 40 days for him, for this is the full period for the embalming, and the Egyptians continued to shed tears for him 70 days. 4 When the days of mourning for him passed, Joseph spoke to Pharʹaoh’s court,* saying: “If I have found favor in your eyes, give this message to Pharʹaoh: 5 ‘My father made me swear, saying: “Look! I am dying. You are to bury me in my burial place, which I have excavated in the land of Caʹnaan.” Please, let me go up and bury my father, after which I will return.’” 6 Pharʹaoh replied: “Go and bury your father just as he made you swear.” 7 So Joseph went up to bury his father, and all of Pharʹaoh’s servants went with him, the elders of his court and all the elders of the land of Egypt 8 and all of Joseph’s household and his brothers and the household of his father. Only their little children and their flocks and their herds they left in the land of Goʹshen. 9 Chariots and horsemen also went up with him, and the camp was very numerous. 10 Then they came to the threshing floor of Aʹtad, which is in the region of the Jordan, and there they carried on a very great and bitter mourning, and he kept mourning for his father seven days. 11 The inhabitants of the land, the Caʹnaan·ites, saw them mourning at the threshing floor of Aʹtad, and they exclaimed: “This is a great mourning for the Egyptians!” That is why it was named Aʹbel-mizʹra·im,* which is in the region of the Jordan. 12 So his sons did for him exactly as he had instructed them. 13 His sons carried him into the land of Caʹnaan and buried him in the cave of the field of Mach·peʹlah, the field in front of Mamʹre that Abraham had purchased from Eʹphron the Hitʹtite as property for a burial place. 14 After he buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all those who had gone with him to bury his father. 15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said: “It may be that Joseph is harboring animosity against us and that he will repay us for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So they sent a message to Joseph in these words: “Your father gave this command before his death: 17 ‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: “I beg you, please pardon the transgression of your brothers and the sin they committed in bringing such harm to you.”’ Now, please, pardon the transgression of the servants of your father’s God.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also came and fell down before him and said: “Here we are as slaves to you!” 19 Joseph said to them: “Do not be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 Although you meant to harm me, God intended it to turn out well and to preserve many people alive, as he is doing today. 21 So now do not be afraid. I will keep supplying you and your little children with food.” Thus he comforted them and spoke reassuringly to them. 22 And Joseph continued to dwell in Egypt, he and the household of his father, and Joseph lived for 110 years. 23 Joseph saw the third generation of Eʹphra·im’s sons, also the sons of Maʹchir, Ma·nasʹseh’s son. They were born upon Joseph’s knees.* 24 At length Joseph said to his brothers: “I am dying, but God will without fail turn his attention to you, and he will certainly bring you up out of this land to the land about which he swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 So Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying: “God will without fail turn his attention to you. You must take my bones up out of here.” 26 And Joseph died at the age of 110, and they had him embalmed, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “one slope of land.” Lit., “one shoulder.”
Or “profaned.”
See Glossary.
Or possibly, “disposition.”
Meaning “He Whose It Is; He to Whom It Belongs.”
Or “food.”
Lit., “fat.”
That is, Joseph.
This is a poetic expression for death.
This is a poetic expression for death.
Or “household.”
Meaning “Mourning of the Egyptians.”
That is, treated as sons and given special favor.








^ ***dx86-20 Life Stories of Jehovah’s Witnesses***

LIFE STORIES OF JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

(See also First-Person Accounts; Interviews [Feature in Awake!])

(Note centered headings below: List by Name; List by Title)

appreciation for: w88 1/1 32

benefits: w06 6/1 30; w00 7/1 21

examples of putting true worship first: w94 12/1 12

encouragement to read: w07 10/1 25

List by Name

Abbatemarco, Francesco: g 9/07 22; g 8/06 20-22

Abbott, Eva Carol: w86 10/1 26-30

Abernathy, Josefa ‘Pepita’: g93 2/22 13-17; g93 11/22 30

Abraham, Annama: g94 1/22 21-24; g94 9/22 30

Abrahamson, Richard: w03 11/1 19-25

Acuña Quevedo, Sonia: g 3/07 13-15

Adagbona, Isaiah: w98 4/1 22-27

Adams, Janice: g01 4/22 19-23; g01 12/22 30

Addison, Thomas: w90 5/1 10-13

Aihinoria, William: w02 6/1 24-28

Aizawa, Yasushi: g04 9/22 30; g03 12/8 12-15

Alarcón, Félix: w15 8/1 9-11

Aljian, George and Ann: w04 4/1 24-28

Allen, Carol: w00 10/1 24-29

Allen, Gladys: w02 9/1 25-29

Allen, Malcolm: w13 10/15 17-20

Almeida, Manuel de Jesus: w99 7/1 23-27

Anderson, Bob: w95 3/1 25-28

Andronikos, John: w99 11/1 24-28

Aono, Yoshimi: g91 1/22 9-13

Apostolidis, Aristotelis: w02 2/1 24-28

Arroyo, Francisco and Yolanda: g91 7/8 17-19

Arthur, Lily: w91 2/1 25-29

Asanov, Vazir: g 9/08 12-15

Austin, Abigail: g 8/10 22-23

Bacudio, Marieta Manuel: w12 9/1 12-15

Bali, Ján: g02 12/22 19-23

Barber, Carey W.: w07 10/15 31

Barber González, Enrique: g87 9/22 19-22

Barlaan, Leodegario: g01 2/22 20-24

Barr, John E.: w87 7/1 26-31

Barry, Melba: w01 4/1 24-29

Barry, W. Lloyd: w99 10/1 16-17

Baxter, Aubrey: w07 11/1 8-12

Bazely, Edward: w18.06 26-29

Bekmanov, Alymbek: g 3/11 21-24

Benanti, Constance: w05 12/1 13-17

Bentley, Hal: w90 6/1 21-25

Bentzen, Les: g86 6/8 14-17

Berdibaev, Beishenbai: w18.02 13-17

Berg, Ingeborg: w90 4/1 26-29

Bergame, Jack and Marie-Line: w20.03 14-17

Bergman, Karl-Erik (Basse): g 9/10 12-15

Bernhardt, Gottlieb: g 2/10 18-20

Berry, James B.: w01 2/1 24-29

Beveridge, Eric and Hazel: w01 10/1 24-29

Bloor, Harry: w97 12/1 25-28

Bockaert, Jean-Marie: w18.12 15-18

Bonno, Arthur: w11 4/15 29-32

Booth, John C.: w96 6/15 32

Borys, Feliks: g95 2/8 30; g94 2/22 20-23

Brandolini, Vera: w92 8/1 26-27

Brandt, Blossom: w93 10/1 5-9

Bright, Cassie: g97 5/22 11-13

Bright, Erika Nöhrer: w18.03 19-22

Bruder, Hermann: w02 11/1 20-25

Brüggemeier, Rolf: w06 12/1 12-16

Brumbaugh, Eileen: g04 10/22 30; g03 12/22 19-23

Brumley, George: w92 12/1 21-25

Bruun, Frede E.: g86 12/8 23-27

Buckingham, Ted: w05 6/1 24-28

Burke, Sue: g95 8/22 19-21

Busane, Josephat: g93 10/8 19-22

Caine, Drusilla: w01 8/1 23-27

Campbell, Olga: w08 3/1 26-29

Caravaca Acosta, Enrique: w09 6/1 18-21

Carrbello, Peter: w14 9/1 10-12

Cartwright, David and Gwen: w15 3/15 3-6

Castillo, Soledad: w08 10/1 28-31

Chayakul, Panya: g88 11/22 24-27

Chin, Wei Tung: g97 12/22 19-24

Chitrakar, Bishnu and Tara: g88 6/8 14-18

Clark, Florence: w06 2/1 12-16

Clark, Maud: w88 9/1 19-23

Clemons, Ireta: g88 3/22 9-12

Clift, Hubert E.: g93 11/22 20-23

Coana, Francisco: g99 6/22 20-25

Colloy, Victoria: g 12/10 12-13

Conceição, Sheila Winfield da: w06 11/1 8-12

Connell, Christabel: w09 3/15 3-5

Connelly, Dorothy: g98 8/22 12-15

Cooke, Eric: w89 4/1 26-29

Cooke, Kathleen: w06 9/1 8-12

Cooke, Tom: w04 1/1 22-27

Couch, George: w98 8/1 19-24

Coville, Joan: w08 10/15 17-20

Cowan, Sandra: w92 3/1 26-30

Crépeault, Léonce: w20.02 26-30

Crites, Nelson: g86 11/22 23-27

Danner, Ruth: w09 6/15 3-6

Danyleyko, Maxim: w18.08 13-17

da Paixão, Agenor: w97 2/1 20-23

Dasevich, Michael: g00 9/22 19-23

Datseris, Diamánti: g01 1/8 20-22

Davey, Michael: g93 12/22 20-24

Davidjuk, Alexei: g01 5/22 30; g00 10/8 20-24

Davis, Scott and Steve: g96 3/22 11-15; g96 12/22 30

Davis, Willie: w94 9/1 22-25

Davison, Lena: w07 6/1 16-20

DeChaine, Richard: g86 8/8 10-13

de Jonge-van den Heuvel, Maatje: w11 1/15 9-12

Del Rosario de Páez, Francis: g05 8/22 20-23

Deo, Balbir Singh: g87 12/22 19-23

Deschamp, Jean: g89 8/22 11-15

Dickman, Bert and Margaret: g99 1/8 18-22; g99 7/8 31; g99 9/8 30; g99 10/8 30

Didur, Lois: w12 3/15 3-6

Didur, Tom: w03 8/1 23-27

Diehl, Willi: w91 11/1 25-29

Dies, Harold: g96 2/8 30; g95 5/22 19-23

Dimitrova, Zoya: w11 6/1 28-31

Dingman, William: w97 11/1 19-22

Dixon, Russell: g88 4/8 17-21

Dochow, Carl: w95 4/1 21-25

Dori, Nasho: w96 1/1 24-28

Dornik, Henryk: w07 9/1 8-12

Dubovinsky, Nikolai (told by Ilve Apanyuk): w15 10/15 14-17

Dugué, Virgil: g90 3/22 21-24; g90 9/22 30

Duncombe, Vernon: w00 9/1 26-30

du Raan, Maretha: w13 8/15 9

Durán, Hugo: g93 8/22 12-15

Dyson, James: g90 7/22 19-23

Edur, Tom: g86 2/22 13-17

Elias, Josephine: g 9/09 12-15

Engleitner, Leopold: w05 5/1 23-28

Eto, Yuriko: w86 9/1 10-13

Fajardo, Felix: w17.12 28-31

Fechner, Gerd: g92 2/22 20-24

Ferenc, Jan: g00 11/8 19-21

Fernández, Felisa and Araceli: w16.04 23-26

Ferraz Martins, Madalena: g90 8/8 22-25

Few, Addie Clinton: g95 2/22 30; g94 7/22 19-23

Filteau, Marcel: w00 2/1 25-29

Finn, Bernadette: g01 6/22 20-23

Fleet, Richard: g95 1/8 30; g94 3/22 19-22; g94 12/22 30

Folz, Dana: g97 2/22 20-23; g97 12/22 30

Fraese, Vito: w10 12/15 26-30

François, Jean-Claude: g 11/06 21-23

Franz, Frederick W.: w93 3/15 31-32; w87 5/1 22-30

Free, Mamie: g 3/06 21-23

Friend, Samuel B.: w86 8/1 22-26

Fujii, Tsuyoshi: g05 8/8 20-23

Fujii, Yumiko: g88 2/22 23-27

Garner, Brian E.: g94 2/8 11-15; g94 11/22 30

Gaskins, Sharon: w93 6/1 28-31

Gaspar, Paulette: w09 5/1 29-31

Gatti, Piero: w11 7/15 20-23

Gjerde, Elva: w12 5/15 13-16

Glass, Ulysses V.: w99 8/1 26-31

Gluyas, Harold: w04 10/1 24-28

Gobitas Klose, Lillian: g93 7/22 12-17

Godenzi, Mina Hung: w15 9/1 8-10

Gomez, José: g03 1/8 18-20

González, Vicente: g 7/06 11-13

Gooch, Gwen: w98 3/1 20-24

Gott, Tarissa P.: w87 6/1 20-23

Govindsamy, Nalini: w12 10/1 9-11

Graham, Larry: g89 2/22 12-16; g89 9/8 30

Graichen, Rudolf: w16.10 24-25; w97 8/1 20-25

Grant, Mary: w88 9/1 19-23

Gray, Waikato: w86 11/1 11-14

Grosse, Erwin: w88 12/1 28-31

Gudlikies, Franz: w99 6/1 20-23

Guest, Douglas: w17.02 13-17

Guimarães, Cézar A.: g92 8/22 20-23

Gulashevsky, Boris N.: g 8/07 19-23

Gunther, Richard: w95 6/1 20-25

Gustavsson, Arthur: w86 12/1 25-27

Gutsulyak, Nikolai: w07 3/1 8-12

Haffner, Erzsébet: w04 8/1 19-23

Hahn, Kurt: g97 10/22 20-24

Hall, Danielle: g 6/08 29; g 7/07 26-29

Hall, Lottie: w91 3/1 10-13

Hálová, Jarmila: g95 4/22 18-24

Hamel, Olivier: w13 3/1 10-12

Hamilton, Milton: w08 12/15 23-26

Hanák, Andrej: g02 4/22 19-24

Harris, Charles (Opa): w94 6/1 19-23

Harris, Harley: w10 9/15 3-7

Hartlief, Markus and Janny: w13 7/15 27-31

Hatzfeld, Robert: w94 8/1 21-26

Hauser, Egon: w04 5/1 23-27

Heggli, Josef: g97 12/8 24-27

Helgesson, Ulf: w95 11/1 22-25

Henborg, Michael: g 3/10 30; g 2/09 21-23

Henning, Max: w96 6/1 20-24

Henschel, Horst: g98 2/22 12-17; g98 11/22 30

Héon, Thérèse: w96 7/1 25-27

Herd, Samuel F.: w18.05 3-8

Hewitt, Brian: w13 1/1 10-11

Hibshman, David Z.: w00 1/1 24-29

Hirano, Sumiko: w06 8/1 11-15

Hironaka, Tomiji: g92 5/8 14-19

Hisiger, Joseph: w09 3/1 20-23

Hochstenbach, Irene: w03 1/1 23-26

Hoffmann, Filip S.: w02 10/1 23-27

Hogg, Andrew: g 11/09 12-14

Holmes, Calvin H.: w98 2/1 24-28

Holtorf, Natalie: w05 1/1 18-23

Hombach, Maria: w89 5/1 10-13

Hopkinson, Denton: w16.12 3-7

Horle, Dorothy: g01 4/8 22-24

Horry, Dolly: g97 8/8 30; g96 10/22 12-15

How, W. Glen: g00 4/22 18-24

Hunnings, Ted: g88 5/8 11-13

Hyde, Audrey: w04 7/1 23-29

Ibatullin, Murat: g 6/11 12-15

Idei, Miyo: w91 9/1 10-14

Irwin, Dale: w06 10/1 11-15

Ishii, Matsue: w88 5/1 21-25

Ismailidis, Isidoros: w00 8/1 24-28

Jackson, Betty: w86 4/1 27-30

Jackson, Geoffrey: w15 8/15 3-8

James, Farleigh: g88 6/22 19-22

Jaracz, Melita: w15 9/15 28-32

Jennings, Herbert: w06 5/1 15-16; w00 12/1 24-28

Johansson, Jack: g99 6/22 30; g98 10/22 20-25

John, Wilfred: w93 5/1 28-31

Johnson, Lennart: w87 10/1 26-30

Jones, Celeste: g96 2/22 30; g96 4/8 30; g95 6/22 22-25

Jones, Helen: g 3/08 12-15

Jordaan, William: g92 5/22 24-27

Josefsson, Éva: w98 6/1 28-31

Kadlec, Ondřej: g96 4/22 12-18

Kalin, Vasily: g99 4/22 20-25

Kallio, Leo: w94 4/1 20-24

Kaminaris, Michalis: w97 3/1 20-24

Kangale, Thomson: w02 7/1 23-27

Kankaanpää, Erkki: w92 4/1 20-23

Kaptola, Yurii: w05 9/1 8-12

Kasten, William: w12 10/15 17-21

Kataoka, Yasuo: g97 3/8 11-13

Katsikaronis, George: g94 6/22 20-24

Kattner, Erich: w87 4/1 22-26

Kawabata, Shizuko: g01 8/22 18-22

Kelsey, Richard: w12 10/15 17-21

Kendall, Mary: g94 4/8 14-17

Kennedy, James: g86 7/22 17-20

Kerasinis, Maria: w03 12/1 24-28

Kilin, Maria: w12 12/1 12-15

King, Fay: w04 2/1 23-27

Kip, Nicholas: g87 3/22 10-14

Kirkup, Raymond: g97 2/8 18-21; g97 11/8 30

Klauss, Ginger: g98 2/8 29; g97 4/22 20-23

Klose, Erwin: g92 11/22 18-21

Koivisto, Rakel: g 4/07 19-22

Korpa-Ondo, Ján: w98 9/1 24-28

Koshino, Asano: w03 10/1 24-28

Kostadinov, Plamen: g 4/10 10-12

Koullapis, Costa: g99 12/8 18-21

Kovár, Pavol: g 6/08 12-15

Kozhemba, Stepan: g00 10/22 20-25

Kraker, Simon: w86 2/1 22-26

Krömer, Ernst: g04 6/22 18-22

Kumagai, Michiyo: w15 12/15 28-31

Kuokkanen, Raimo: w06 4/1 12-16

Kurzen, Russell: w01 11/1 19-24

Kushnir, Paul: w07 1/1 12-16

Lachmuth, Tillie and Leona: g91 2/22 18-20

Ladesuyi, Samuel D.: w95 9/1 22-26

Lang, Hans: g94 4/22 12-15

Larson, Max: w89 9/1 23-30

Lawson, Louise: g98 3/22 30; g97 6/8 11-14

Lee, Forrest: w01 3/1 23-27

Lenz, Nelly: g05 7/22 30; g04 10/8 13-15

Leroy, Marceau: w11 9/15 3-6

Letonja, Anton: g03 2/8 16-20

Lewis, Ada: w95 7/1 26-29

Lewis, Mark: g 2/08 12-15

Liebster, Simone Arnold: g94 4/8 29; g93 9/22 15-19

Lingenfelder, Hans: g88 8/8 12-15

Lionoudakis, Emmanuel: w99 9/1 25-29

Liska, Hermine: g 8/11 18-20

Little, Kenneth: w14 5/15 16-20

Lloyd, Max: w12 7/15 17-21

Lobo, Alinio de Santa Rita: g93 9/8 20-24

Lolliot, Louis: g98 12/22 12-15

Lösch, Gerrit: w14 7/15 17-22

Louisidis, Constantine: g93 11/8 12-15

Lozano, Esther: g01 10/22 20-21

Lozano, Rodolfo: w01 1/1 23-27

Ludolph, Erna: w05 5/1 31

Lunstrum, David: w96 4/1 22-26

Lyons, Keith: g 11/12 21-23

Maass, Luretta: g97 1/22 23-27; g97 11/8 30

MacLean, Donald H.: w88 8/1 23-26

Maglovsky, José: w95 5/1 22-26

Makris, Penelope: w96 12/1 24-28

Malaspina, Gloria: w95 1/1 20-23

Malicsi, Ricardo: w05 3/1 21-25

Malone, Karen: g96 5/8 30; g95 9/22 19-23

Mancoca, João: g99 8/22 18-23

Mannino, Franck: g97 3/22 30; g96 6/22 18-23

Markin, Walter: w17.05 13-16

Márquez, Martha Teresa: g 6/10 24-26

Marsh, Grace: g98 4/22 20-24

Marshall, R. Stuart: w08 12/1 26-29

Martin, Helmut: w92 5/1 26-29

Martínez, Gaspar: w09 9/15 30-32

Martín Pérez, José: g88 11/8 13-15

Matheakis, Anna: w05 7/1 8-12

Matthews, Gwendoline: w98 5/1 26-29

Matthews, Olive: w17.10 3-6

Mattila, Aili and Annikki: w13 4/15 17-21

Mattila, Olavi J.: g 1/12 24-26

Matzen, Werner: w02 5/1 25-29

McCabe, Jim: g87 2/8 9-13

McDaniel, Tom: g91 9/8 11-14

McKerchie, Burton: g97 1/8 11-15

McLain, Thomas: w16.10 3-7

McLuckie, Carmen: g99 10/22 20-24

McLuckie, Robert Albert: w90 2/1 26-31

Meas, Wathana: g98 5/8 16-19

Mehl, Merlyn: w89 7/1 10-14

Melin, Arthur: w94 10/1 21-25

Melnik, Anatoly: g04 10/22 11-15

Menezes, Overlac: w90 8/1 26-31

Menne, Ursula: g 11/11 21-23

Merten, Bernhard: wp16.6 13-15

Metcalfe, Fred: w91 5/1 25-29

Meynberg, Elsie: w90 7/1 10-13

Michael, Edith: w96 8/1 21-25

Michalec, Edward: g98 6/22 31; g97 10/8 30; g96 12/22 19-23

Mikitkov, Ivan: g05 4/22 19-23

Miles, John and Val: w88 10/1 20-25

Mills, Woodworth: w19.02 26-30

Mitchell, Ralph: w95 12/1 20-23

Miura, Tsutomu: g94 10/8 11-15

Mnwe, Isaiah: w93 3/1 26-29

Mockutė, Ona: g 6/09 12-15

Močnik, Bolfenk: w08 7/1 26-29

Moffatt, David: g88 8/22 21-25

Molina, Michael: g05 10/22 11-15

Molohan, Charles: w18.10 17-21

Monteiro Carneiro, Átila: g88 12/22 8-11

Monzón, Eugenia María: g92 9/8 20-22

Morcillo, Eusebio: w08 1/1 27-30

Morgou, Dominique: w05 11/1 8-12

Moriyama, Takeo: g88 7/22 24-27

Morlans, Maite: w14 3/1 7-9

Morozov, Konstantin: g00 2/22 18-21; g00 11/8 30; g00 11/22 30

Morris, Anthony III: w15 5/15 3-8

Moseley, Pamela: w07 2/1 12-15

Moussanett, Lucia: g03 6/22 18-22

Moyer, Clara Gerber: w00 3/1 20-24

Müller, Charlotte: w97 5/1 24-29

Muller, Frans: w93 4/1 19-23

Müller, Herbert: w00 11/1 22-27

Muller, Michel and Babette: w96 3/1 23-27

Mydland, Ottilie: w97 10/1 21-25

Mylton, Charles: w98 10/1 24-27

Mzanga, Enelesi: w03 9/1 23-28

Nahakbria, Egidio: g 6/12 19-21

Nathan, Jack Halliday: w90 9/1 10-14

Nebrera, Jose Antonio: g 4/11 21-23

Neím, Marcelo: g 6/07 14-15

Neros, Theodoros: w98 11/1 19-23

Neufeld, Jacob: w08 9/1 19-23

Neuhardt, Herawati: g 2/11 25-27

N’Guessan, Kouamé: g05 12/8 11-13

Nisbet, Laurel: g93 1/22 18-21

Nisbet, Robert: w03 4/1 26-30

Noll, Xavier: w88 7/1 18-22

Nsomba, Trophim R.: w15 4/15 14-18

Nunes, Collette: g92 9/22 17-21

Nuñez, Obdulio: g95 1/8 30; g94 6/8 11-13

Oakley, Joseph A.: w87 2/1 22-26

Obrist, Paul: w97 7/1 22-25

Oelschlägel, Bernd: g05 11/22 12-15

Ogawa, Michiko: g99 12/22 13-16

Okoka, Ekumba: w90 12/1 26-29

Olson, Mildred: w14 10/15 18-22

Orosco, Tomás: g 3/10 12-15

Osueke, Benjamin Ikechukwu: w04 3/1 22-27

Oved, Rami: g95 3/22 30; g94 9/8 16-20

Owo Bello, Julius: w97 1/1 23-25

Oyeka, Patrice: w12 6/1 12-13

Padgett, Hilda: w95 10/1 19-24

Palliser, Peter: w97 6/1 19-23

Pandachuk, Ernest: g03 10/22 19-23

Pappas, Ruth E.: w09 1/15 17-20

Park, Chong-il: g 12/08 12-15

Parkin, Ronald J.: w16.08 3-7

Partrick, David Zug: g96 1/8 19-23; g96 8/22 30

Paterakis, Emmanuel: w96 11/1 22-27

Pavlow, Marlene: g93 3/22 20-23; g93 10/22 30

Payne, Ken: g03 7/8 18-21

Payne, Winston and Pamela: w19.04 26-30

Pederson, Emilia: w09 1/15 17-20

Peláez, José María: g87 1/22 26-27

Peloyan, Harry: w06 5/1 8-13

Pertot, Celo: g98 6/8 27; g97 8/22 12-15

Peters, Lynette: w07 4/1 12-16

Petridou, Egyptia: w08 7/15 22-25

Phillips, Rosalía: g05 11/22 30; g04 12/22 10-14

Piccioli, Elisa: w13 6/15 3-6

Piccone, Domenick: w91 10/1 23-28

Platon, Efrem: g05 12/22 12-15

Poetzinger, Martin: w88 9/15 31

Porter, Nancy E.: w01 6/1 23-27

Pramberg, Jack: w07 12/1 12-16

Priest, Hector R.: w96 2/1 27-31

Progakis, Kimon: w96 9/1 25-28

Pryor, Ron: g91 7/22 10-13

Psarras, Demetrius: w17.04 14-17

Queyroi, Jean: w89 10/1 22-26

Raj, Maurice: w10 12/1 26-29

Randriamora, Olivier: w12 6/15 3-6

Reed, Robert D.: g90 3/8 16-19

Rehwald, Josef: g93 2/8 20-23

Rekelj, Janez: w05 10/1 16-20

Remmie, Winifred: w92 7/1 21-23

Rendell, Don: w02 3/1 20-25

Reusch, Lyle: w91 7/1 20-23

Reuter, Georg: g90 9/8 17-21

Reynolds, Stanley E.: w00 5/1 24-28

Ridgwell, Edwin: w09 7/15 24-27

Roberson, Kathy: g95 6/22 20-21; g94 8/22 19-24

Robison, Corwin: w16.02 3-7

Rocha de Souza, Mário: w06 7/1 8-12

Romocean, Goldie: w97 4/1 20-25

Rubin, Larry: g95 7/22 30; g94 11/22 20-23

Ruge, Mark: g02 10/22 21-24

Ruiz-León Arroyo, Jairo: w15 3/1 9-11

Rusk, Fred: w11 10/15 18-22

Ryan, Roy A.: w91 12/1 24-27

Sacksioni-Levee, Rachel: g01 12/22 19-23

Salem, Najib: w01 9/1 22-26

Samuelson, William: w17.03 3-7

Sánchez Escríbano, Amparo and Carmen: g88 2/8 22-25

Sanderson, Hadyn: w06 3/1 12-16

Santoleri, Antonio: w96 10/1 24-28

Sargent, Melvin: w87 8/1 21-25

Saulsbery, Helen: g99 3/22 20-23

Savitskii, Mikhail Vasilevich: w99 3/1 24-29

Schleussner, Horst: w92 5/15 28-31

Schmidt, Edmund: w10 9/1 26-29

Schmidt, Grete: w89 2/1 22-27

Schroeder, Albert D.: w88 3/1 10-17

Schweizer, Barbara: g98 4/8 21-24

Schwoerer, Karl Heinz: g 12/07 22-25

Scipio, George: w99 2/1 25-29

Scribner, Paul: w01 7/1 24-30

Séglat, René: w92 6/1 27-30

Sewell, John E. (Ted): w88 11/1 10-14

Seymour, Susan: g 12/06 21-23

Sheets, Dennis: g02 10/22 21-24

Sidiropoulos, Dimitris: w05 4/1 20-24

Sigg, Lynette: g87 8/22 11-15

Sinclair, David: w17.09 13-17

Sinutko, Charles: g05 6/8 30; g05 6/22 30; g04 8/22 19-23

Sisson, Gustavo: g00 8/22 12-15

Sivulsky, Pavel: w17.08 13-16

Skinner, Francis Edwin: w90 1/1 28-31

Smalley, John: g04 9/22 18-21

Šmejkal, Ladislav: g02 6/22 19-23

Smith, Dorothea: w07 5/1 8-13

Smith, Frank: w95 8/1 20-24

Smith, Leonard: w12 4/15 18-21

Smith, Muriel: w02 8/1 23-27

Smith, Patricia: w13 5/15 24-25

Soans, Joanna: w11 12/1 27-29

Soostmeyer, Siegmar: g87 4/22 11-14

Soppa, André: w99 1/1 21-25

Sordelli, Edvige: g92 6/22 12-14

Sou, Khem: g87 2/22 13-19

Spetsiotis, Varnavas: w06 6/1 16-20

Springate, Olive: w94 2/1 20-25

Stansel, Ladd: g87 11/22 21-23

Stawski, Romuald: w05 8/1 16-20

Stead, Lindsay: g87 5/8 10-13

Stevens, Fred: g88 9/22 17-20

Stigers, Zerah: w07 8/1 12-15

Stisi, Pascal: w99 4/1 23-27

Stuart, Jason: g 1/06 25-29; g 10/06 28

Stubenvoll, Thomas: g 12/09 24-27

Sturm, Hans: g00 6/8 18-21

Sugiura, Isamu: w98 12/1 27-31

Sunal, Jetha: w03 3/1 23-29

Sunday, Meros William: g 12/06 13-15

Sutera, Vincent (Jimmy): g89 6/22 30; g88 12/8 20-23

Szanyi, Endre: g97 4/8 19-22

Szumiga, Marian and Rosa: w04 9/1 19-25

Takahashi, Sawako: g96 2/22 19-24

Tallman, Bert: g 1/09 12-16

Tan, Sam: g 5/09 21-23

Tanaka, Kenneth: g04 7/8 30; g04 9/22 30; g03 9/22 18-21

Taylor, Ronald: w95 2/1 20-25

Templeton, Ramon: w12 10/15 17-21

Thompson, James A.: w11 12/15 3-7

Thompson, Lawrence: w94 3/1 24-28

Thongoana, Joshua: w93 2/1 25-29

Tohara, Shinichi: w92 11/1 27-31

Tonak, Manfred: w19.07 25-29

Toom, Ella: g 4/06 20-24

Toom, Lembit: g99 2/22 10-16

Torres, Enrique Jr.: g99 8/8 11-14

Tracy, Elizabeth: w99 12/1 20-24

Tsatos, Basil: w93 8/1 21-25

Tsiboulski, Marian: g98 6/22 20-24

Tsosie, Sandy Yazzie: g01 7/8 20-24

Tuck, Beryl: g86 5/22 17-19

Turner, Lowell: w12 10/15 17-21

Turpin, Anna Denz: w04 12/1 24-29

Udoh, Udom: g95 7/22 21-24

Ulrich, Ruth L.: w00 6/1 20-25

Ursu, Alexander: w13 9/1 8-9

Vale, Malcolm G.: w93 7/1 26-30

Valentine, Joycelyn: w06 1/1 8-12

Valentino, Luiggi D.: w01 5/1 24-28

van der Bijl, G. N.: w98 1/1 25-29

van der Monde, Sara: w11 11/15 15-16

van Geenen, Lintina: w87 9/1 7-10

van Heutsz, Tankred E.: g92 4/8 20-23

van Seijl, Willem: g00 5/8 30; g99 10/8 12-15

van Vuure, Hans: w93 11/1 26-30

Várguez, José Godofredo: g 5/10 24-25

Vasiliou, Timoleon: w99 10/1 22-25

Vavy, Claire: g05 2/22 24-27; g05 12/22 30

Venetsianos, Polytimi: g99 2/8 12-15; g99 10/22 30

Vergara Orozco, José: w92 2/1 29-30

Vidament, Jean: g93 7/8 15-19

Vileyska, Tatjana: g01 8/22 30; g00 12/22 20-24

Villa, Antonio: g97 6/22 19-23

Vyskočil, František: g 11/10 8-9

Walden, Bill: w13 12/1 8-10

Waldron, Dick: w02 12/1 24-28

Wallen, Robert: w14 4/15 13-16

Wallwork, Reginald: w03 6/1 23-27

Walther, Lothar: w04 6/1 24-28

Wanner, Willi: g86 4/22 13-16

Ward, Dora: w07 5/1 8-13

Warienchuck, George: w09 10/15 22-25

Warter, Eduard and Ruth: w87 3/1 21-24

Wauer, Ernst: w91 8/1 25-29

Weekes, Vivian A.: g93 10/22 12-16

Weigand, Konstantin: g88 10/22 18-21

Wentzel, P. J.: w86 7/1 9-13

West, Margaret: w89 3/1 10-13

Wharerau, Sarn: w92 9/1 26-30

White, Bob Lee, Sr.: g04 11/8 20-23

Whitehead, Larry: g87 7/22 18-22

Widdowson, Florence: w94 1/1 28-31

Wieland, Melva A.: w94 12/1 20-24

Williams, Alton: g04 1/22 19-23; g04 11/8 30

Williams, Gloria: g96 6/8 27; g95 10/22 12-16

Williams, Kevin (family history): w15 6/1 11-13

Willis, Mary: w94 5/1 27-30

Wirges, David L.: g87 12/8 18-21

Wohlfahrt, Franz: g94 10/22 8-15

Worou, Pierre: g 3/09 12-15

Worsley, Arthur: w86 3/1 21-25

Wortendyke, John A.: g87 6/22 21-24

Wurm, Ludwig: g95 1/8 11-15

Wuttke, Richard: w90 10/1 26-29

Wynn, John: w97 9/1 25-28

Yannouris, Pericles: w03 2/1 25-30

Yaremchuk, Bill: w08 6/1 28-31

Young, David: g86 1/22 26-27

Young, George: w00 7/1 22-27

Zanardi, Maria do Céu: w01 12/1 24-29

Zanker, Craig: w94 6/1 19-21, 23

Žitníková, Alena: g02 2/22 12-17

Žobrák, Michal: w04 11/1 24-28

Zoumbos, Lambros: w96 5/1 25-29

Zubko, Vernon: w10 10/15 29-31

List by Title

Abandoned by Parents—Loved by God: g01 6/22 20-23

Accepting Jehovah’s Invitations Brings Rewards: w01 12/1 24-29

Addie Found the Answer Late but Not Too Late: g95 2/22 30; g94 7/22 19-23

After Buchenwald I Found the Truth: w92 6/1 27-30

All Things Are Possible With Jehovah: w18.02 13-17

Alone but Never Abandoned: w95 7/1 26-29

Always Finding Something to Do for Jehovah: w89 10/1 22-26

A Poor Start—A Rich Ending: w18.05 3-8

As a Lawyer, I Put God to the Test: g87 2/8 9-13

As a Refugee, I Found True Justice: g93 11/8 12-15

As a Widow, I Found True Comfort: w91 2/1 25-29

At Last, I Found True Freedom!: w12 12/1 12-15

Awaiting a Kingdom That Is “No Part of This World”: w07 3/1 8-12

Barren Land Becomes Fertile, A: w94 10/1 21-25

Being Deaf Has Not Held Me Back From Teaching Others: w17.05 13-16

Benefiting From the Loyalty of Loved Ones: w06 9/1 8-12

Best Help for Knowing the Future, The: w89 12/1 20

Best Thing to Do With My Life, The: w95 3/1 25-28

Bible Reading—My Lifelong Source of Strength: w11 9/15 3-6

Bicycle Racing—Its Ups and Downs: g93 7/8 15-19

Blessed by Putting God First: g 3/09 12-15

Blessed With a Special Heritage: w00 10/1 24-29

Blessings Come From Doing What Jehovah Asks: w17.10 3-6

Blessings “in Favorable Times and Difficult Times”: w15 4/15 14-18

Bright Outlook Despite Infirmities, A: g00 2/22 18-21; g00 11/8 30; g00 11/22 30

Bringing Up Eight Children in Jehovah’s Ways Was a Challenge and a Joy: w06 1/1 8-12

Bullet Changed My Life, A: g96 6/8 27; g95 10/22 12-16

Cambodia—Surviving a Nightmare: g87 2/22 13-19

Challenges and Blessings of Raising Seven Sons, The: g99 1/8 18-22; g99 7/8 31; g99 9/8 30; g99 10/8 30

Change of Assignment at 80, A: w98 5/1 26-29

Child of a Frog, The: g96 2/22 19-24; g96 10/22 30

Choice I’ve Never Regretted, A: g89 8/22 11-15

Comforted Through All My Anxieties: w18.06 26-29

Comics Artist Pursues Happiness, A: g88 2/22 23-27

Conflict That Changed My Life, A: g05 10/22 11-15

Conforming to Jehovah’s Ways: w86 3/1 21-25

Coping With My Weaknesses: w90 5/1 10-13

Courage to Put God First, The: g93 7/22 12-17

Despite Trials, My Hope Has Remained Bright: g02 4/22 19-24

Determination Helped Me Succeed: w87 2/1 22-26

Determined Despite Disabilities: g05 12/8 11-13

Determined Not to Let My Hands Drop: w18.08 13-17

Determined to Accomplish Our Ministry: w07 6/1 16-20

Determined to Be a Soldier of Christ: w17.04 14-17

Determined to Continue Serving My Creator: w05 12/1 13-17

Determined to Serve Jehovah: w06 4/1 12-16

“Disabled Now but Not Forever!”: w11 11/15 15-16

Disciple-Making Work Has Shaped My Life, The: w07 4/1 12-16

Discipline Has Been My Salvation: g95 8/22 19-21

Drawing Close to God Helped Me Cope: g93 3/22 20-23; g93 10/22 30

Dress and Grooming Was My Stumbling Block: g04 10/22 30; g03 12/22 19-23

Dyslexia Has Not Held Me Back: g 3/10 30; g 2/09 21-23

Eager to Serve Jehovah—No Matter Where: w13 7/15 27-31

Education That Lasted a Lifetime, An: w04 10/1 24-28

Embracing Bible Truth Without Hands and Arms: wp16.6 13-15

Endeavoring to Mirror Fine Examples: w16.10 3-7

Endurance Under Trial Results in Blessings: w17.08 13-16

Enduring as a Soldier of Christ: w05 9/1 8-12

Exiled in Siberia!: g99 4/22 20-25

Experiencing Jehovah’s Loving-Kindness and Care: w04 2/1 23-27

Facing Trials in the Strength of God: g00 10/22 20-25

Faithful to God for Over 70 Years: g 9/09 12-15

Faith Under Test in Poland: g00 11/8 19-21

Faith Under Trial in Nazi Europe: g03 2/8 16-20

Faith Under Trial in Slovakia: g02 12/22 19-23

Family That Truly Loved Me, The: g96 3/22 30; g95 7/22 21-24

Finding Comfort in “the Valley of Deep Shadow”: g98 4/8 21-24

Finding Joy Despite My Disabilities: w09 5/1 29-31

Finding Racial Harmony in Troubled South Africa: w89 7/1 10-14

Finding Relief From Youthful Despair: w08 1/1 27-30

Finding Something Better Than Glamour: w15 9/1 8-10

Finding Strength in My Weakness: w14 3/1 7-9

Finding the Right Army: g87 4/22 11-14

Five Decades of Full-Time Service Near the Arctic Circle: w13 4/15 17-21

Following in My Parents’ Footsteps: w95 10/1 19-24

Former Nuns Become True Spiritual Sisters: w16.04 23-26

Forsaken Orphan Finds a Loving Father, A: w05 4/1 20-24

Freed From the Chains of Hate: g03 1/8 18-20

Friends for 60 Years and Only Getting Started: w12 10/15 17-21

From a Life of Crime to a Life of Hope: g99 12/8 18-21

From a Roaring Lion to a Meek Lamb: g99 8/8 11-14

From a Slow Death to a Happy Life: g01 1/8 20-22

From Black Militants to Jehovah’s Witnesses: g87 7/22 18-22

From Building Weapons to Saving Lives: w00 8/1 24-28

From Dark Dungeons to the Swiss Alps: w04 6/1 24-28

From Delinquent to Missionary: g90 3/8 16-19

From Emperor Worship to True Worship: w98 12/1 27-31

From Extreme Poverty to the Greatest of Riches: w99 7/1 23-27

From Hitchhiking Hippie to South American Missionary: g95 1/8 30; g94 3/22 19-22; g94 12/22 30

From Hitler’s Army to a Ministry in Spain: g90 9/8 17-21

From Hopelessness to Happiness: g 7/06 11-13

From Military Commander to “Soldier of Christ”: g 2/08 12-15

From Nazi Zealot to Christian Overseer: g86 4/22 13-16

From Police Officer to Christian Minister: g93 11/22 20-23

From Political Activist to Neutral Christian: g02 6/22 19-23

From Silent Service to Sacred Service: g 11/09 12-14

From SS Officer to Servant of the True God: g 2/10 18-20

From War Hero to Soldier of Christ: g98 12/22 12-15

Giving Jehovah What He Deserves: w99 10/1 22-25

Giving Up Much for Something Greater: w97 1/1 23-25

Gladly Accepting Jehovah’s Direction: w99 8/1 26-31

Glorifying Peace Instead of War: g01 4/8 22-24

God Has Been Merciful to Me: w08 7/1 26-29

God Has Been Our Helper: g99 6/22 20-25

God Has Comforted Me in All My Trials: g 12/10 12-13

God Helped Me to Overcome Trials: g 9/08 12-15

God Is a “Doer of Great Things”—How I Came to Know It: w10 12/1 26-29

God Is My Refuge and Strength: w97 5/1 24-29

God Let Us Find Him: g96 3/22 11-15; g96 12/22 30

Godly Contentment Has Sustained Me: w04 3/1 22-27

God’s Name Changed My Life!: g01 7/8 20-24

God’s Word Works “Miracles”: w96 7/1 25-27

Grateful Despite Tragedies—How the Bible Helped Me to Cope: w09 6/1 18-21

Grateful for a Long Life in Jehovah’s Service: w97 10/1 21-25

Grateful for a Strong Christian Heritage: w98 3/1 20-24

Grateful for Jehovah’s Unfailing Support: w93 6/1 28-31

Grateful for My Precious Memories!: w01 8/1 23-27

Grateful for Serving Jehovah, Even Under Trials: w11 1/15 9-12

Greater Challenge, the Greater Thrill!, The: g88 9/22 17-20

Growing Up With Jehovah’s Organization in South Africa: w93 4/1 19-23

Gypsy Finds “The Way,” A: g86 5/22 17-19

Half a Century Under Totalitarian Tyranny: g99 2/22 10-16

‘Happy Are All Those Keeping in Expectation of Jehovah’: w91 10/1 23-28

Happy Despite Severe Disabilities: g 5/10 24-25

Happy for My Share in Global Bible Education: w05 7/1 8-12

Happy in a Genuine Worldwide Brotherhood: w94 9/1 22-25

Happy Is the One Whose God Is Jehovah: w03 8/1 23-27

Happy to Be a Shepherd: g 3/11 21-24

Happy to “Go the Extra Mile”: g05 2/22 24-27; g05 12/22 30

He Helped to Spread Light “to the Extremity of the Earth”: w99 10/1 16-17

He Humbly Served Jehovah: w96 6/15 32

“He Leads Me in the Tracks of Righteousness”: w08 3/1 26-29

Helped to Overcome My Shyness: w00 6/1 20-25

Helping My Family Become Spiritually Rich: g93 10/8 19-22

“Here I Am! Send Me”: w93 5/1 28-31

“Here We Are! Send Us!”: w20.03 14-17

“His Loving-Kindness Has Proved Mighty”: w92 2/1 29-30

How I Benefited From God’s Care: g96 2/22 30; g96 4/8 30; g95 6/22 22-25

How I Changed My Violent Ways: g 4/11 21-23

How I Conquered My Driving Ambition: w86 11/1 11-14

How I Found Happiness in Giving: w16.08 3-7

How I Found the Answer to Injustice: g 11/11 21-23

How I Lost My Love for War: g 12/09 24-27

How Knowing Greek Led Me to Know God: g87 3/22 10-14

How Living as a Fugitive Affected My Life: g88 6/22 19-22

How My Dream Was Fulfilled: g02 2/22 12-17

How My Faith Helped Me to Face Tragedies: w08 10/1 28-31

How My Spiritual Thirst Was Satisfied: g04 2/22 30; g03 6/22 18-22

How People Can Live Together in Peace: g94 4/22 12-15

How Three Conventions Shaped the Course of My Life: w09 10/15 22-25

How Truth Changed Me From Criminal to Christian: g89 9/22 18-21

Hundred Years Old and Going Strong, A: w95 12/1 20-23

I Accepted God’s View of Blood: g04 9/22 30; g03 12/8 12-15

I Am Grateful to Have Survived: g92 4/8 20-23

I Came to Appreciate True Wisdom: g88 11/22 24-27

I Can’t Wait to Tell Them, “We’re All Here!”: g 8/10 22-23

I Chose a Better Career: g 4/10 10-12

I Climbed the Finest Mountain of All: w89 12/1 28-30

I Dreamed of a Life on Wheels: w11 6/1 28-31

I Entered the Best Race of My Life: g 9/10 12-15

I Escaped Religious Deception: g88 3/22 9-12

I Feared Death—Now I Await ‘Life in Abundance’: w11 7/15 20-23

I Finally Found It—The Real Life!: g86 2/22 13-17

I Finally Found the Truth: g97 4/8 19-22

I Fled the Killing Fields and Found Life: g 5/09 21-23

I Found Justice—Not in Politics but in True Christianity: w88 7/1 18-22

I Found Meaning in Life: w09 9/15 30-32

I Found ‘One in a Million’: g89 2/22 12-16

I Found Peace With God and With My Mother: w15 12/15 28-31

I Found Satisfaction in Serving God: w93 2/1 25-29

I Found Something Better Than Gold: w98 10/1 24-27

I Found Treasure of Excelling Value: w94 1/1 28-31

I Found True Love and Peace: g 6/12 19-21

I Found True Wealth in Australia: g94 6/22 20-24

If We Do God’s Will, He Will Never Abandon Us: w89 2/1 22-27

I Gained My Freedom—In Prison!: g87 9/22 19-22

I Have Been Blessed to Work With Spiritual Men: w17.09 13-17

I Have Benefited From Walking With Wise Ones: w17.03 3-7

“I Have Finally Found True Freedom”: w13 1/1 10-11

I Have Found Many Good Things: w11 4/15 29-32

I Have Led a Most Rewarding Life: g 2/11 25-27

I Have Seen It Grow in Korea: w08 12/15 23-26

I Have Seen That Jehovah Is Good: w87 10/1 26-30

I Have Seen the Power of Bible Truth: w10 12/15 26-30

I Heard God’s Name and Forgot About My Own: g86 7/22 17-20

I Kept My Promise: g92 8/22 20-23

I Learned Bible Truth in Romania: w97 4/1 20-25

I Learned to Control My Temper: g88 5/22 19-21

I Learned to Hate What I Had Loved: g95 1/8 30; g94 6/8 11-13

I Learned to Rely on Jehovah: w98 9/1 24-28

I Learned to Trust Fully in Jehovah: w07 11/1 8-12

I Learned to Trust in God: g 4/06 20-24

I Made the Right Career Choice: g 3/07 13-15

I Met the Challenge of Serving God: g05 4/22 19-23

‘I Mounted Up With Wings Like Eagles’: w90 4/1 26-29

Implanting Love for Jehovah in Our Children’s Hearts: w02 5/1 25-29

In Search of Paradise: w99 4/1 23-27

“Instead of Gold, I Found Diamonds”: w97 3/1 20-24

Into the Ears of a Babe: g98 3/22 30; g97 6/8 11-14

Inventor Makes His Greatest Discovery, An: g86 11/22 23-27

I Received ‘the Requests of My Heart’: w05 11/1 8-12

I Responded in Harvesttime: w92 7/1 21-23

“I Saw, but I Could Not Understand”: w13 3/1 10-12

I Saw the Futility of War: g88 4/8 17-21

I Saw “the Small One” Become “a Mighty Nation”: w97 11/1 19-22

I Sought a Simpler Life Through Drugs: g87 11/22 21-23

I Swallowed My Pride and Found Happiness: w92 8/1 26-27

I Thank Jehovah for My Five Sons: g99 3/22 20-23

It Is Not Too Late to Become God’s Friend: g 1/12 24-26

It Is Written That I Will See Him: g05 11/22 30; g04 12/22 10-14

I Tried to Change the World: g90 3/22 21-24; g90 9/22 30

I Tried to Serve Two Masters: g03 7/8 18-21

It Started in Kathmandu: g88 6/8 14-18

I’ve Seen It Grow in Southern Africa: w90 2/1 26-31

I Wanted to Be Like Jephthah’s Daughter: w11 12/1 27-29

‘I Want to Serve God Before I Die’: g 3/06 21-23

I Was Aimless but Found a Purpose in Life: g96 1/8 19-23; g96 8/22 30

I Was a Kickapoo Spiritual Leader: g04 11/8 20-23

I Was an Outlaw: g97 3/22 30; g96 6/22 18-23

I Was a Prodigal Son: g 12/06 13-15

I Was a Professional Burglar: g91 9/8 11-14

I Was a Yakuza: g97 3/8 11-13

“I Was Determined to Die for the Emperor”: g92 5/8 14-19

I Was Drawn to Wise Older Ones: w12 5/15 13-16

“I Was Raised an Atheist”: g 11/10 8-9

I Will ‘Climb Up Just as a Stag Does’: g 9/07 22; g 8/06 20-22

“I Would Not Change a Thing!”: w02 9/1 25-29

Jairo’s Eyes—His Way to Serve God: w15 3/1 9-11

Jazz Drummer Finds True Happiness, A: g88 7/22 24-27

Jehovah, My Confidence From Youth On: w93 8/1 21-25

“Jehovah, Please Let Me Serve You”: g 6/08 29; g 7/07 26-29

“Jehovah, You Found Me!”: g05 7/22 30; g04 10/8 13-15

Jehovah Acts in Loyalty: w97 6/1 19-23

Jehovah Always Cares for Us: w03 9/1 23-28

Jehovah Always Rewards His Loyal Ones: w00 9/1 26-30

Jehovah Blessed My Decisions: w86 8/1 22-26

Jehovah Blessed My Determination: w90 10/1 26-29

Jehovah Cared for Us Under Ban (H. Martin): w92 5/1 26-29

Jehovah Cared for Us Under Ban (H. Schleussner): w92 5/15 28-31

Jehovah ‘Daily Carries the Load for Me’: w13 8/15 9

Jehovah Does Not Forsake His Servants: w88 5/1 21-25

Jehovah Draws Humble Ones to the Truth: w03 10/1 24-28

Jehovah Fills My Every Need: w88 11/1 10-14

Jehovah Has Been My Crag: w99 9/1 25-29

Jehovah Has Been My Refuge: w96 12/1 24-28

Jehovah Has Been My Refuge and My Stronghold: w89 3/1 10-13

“Jehovah Has Dealt Kindly” With Us: w18.12 15-18

Jehovah Has Given Me More Than I Deserve: w15 8/1 9-11

Jehovah Has Given Me Strength: w90 12/1 26-29

Jehovah Has Given Me Success in His Service: w16.02 3-7

Jehovah Has Never Failed Me!: w18.03 19-22

Jehovah Has Opened My Eyes: w12 6/1 12-13

Jehovah Has Really Helped Me: w14 5/15 16-20

Jehovah Has Sustained Me as a Friend: w89 5/1 10-13

Jehovah Has Taken Good Care of Me: w92 9/1 26-30

Jehovah Helped Me Meet Life’s Challenges: w06 10/1 11-15

Jehovah Helped Me to Find Him: w06 2/1 12-16

Jehovah Is a God of Loving-Kindness to Me: w99 11/1 24-28

Jehovah Is Guarding Us: w87 4/1 22-26

‘Jehovah Is My God, in Whom I Will Trust’: w91 11/1 25-29

Jehovah Is My Refuge and Strength: w00 2/1 25-29

“Jehovah Is My Strength”: w08 10/15 17-20

Jehovah Never Abandoned Us: w96 1/1 24-28

Jehovah Proved to Be With Me: w96 6/1 20-24

Jehovah Richly Blessed My Decision: w18.10 17-21

Jehovah Richly Rewarded My Desire to Be a Missionary: w06 11/1 8-12

Jehovah Richly Rewards Those Who Keep His Way: w05 8/1 16-20

Jehovah’s Blessing Has Enriched My Life: w15 9/15 28-32

Jehovah’s Blessing Has Made Me Rich: w90 7/1 10-13

Jehovah’s Blessings Surpassed All My Expectations: w19.07 25-29

Jehovah’s Hand Has Been With Us: w86 2/1 22-26

Jehovah Smoothed Our Way: g97 12/8 24-27

Jehovah Sustained Me in a Desert Prison: w93 3/1 26-29

Jehovah’s Way Is the Best Way of Living: w92 4/1 20-23

Jehovah Taught Me to Do His Will: w12 7/15 17-21

Jehovah Taught Us Endurance and Perseverance: w02 2/1 24-28

Joyous and Thankful Despite Heartbreaking Loss: w01 6/1 23-27

Joys Beyond Compare!: w03 6/1 23-27

Joy That Serving Jehovah Has Brought Me, The: w92 12/1 21-25

Keeping Baseball in Its Place: g86 8/8 10-13

Keeping Eyes and Heart Fixed on the Prize: w96 8/1 21-25

Keeping Integrity in Nazi Germany: g93 2/8 20-23

Keeping Life Simple to Serve Jehovah: w00 3/1 20-24

Keeping My Promise to Serve God: w99 6/1 20-23

Keeping Myself Busy in Jehovah’s Organization: w10 10/15 29-31

Keep Sowing Seed—Jehovah Will Make It Grow: w91 5/1 25-29

Knowing What Is Right and Doing It: w06 3/1 12-16

Leaning on Jehovah Has Been Rewarding: w13 10/15 17-20

Learning From Good Examples Led Me to Rich Blessings: w20.02 26-30

Learning Why God Permits Suffering Changed My Life: w06 5/1 8-13

Leaving Things Behind to Follow the Master: w17.12 28-31

Led to the Creator by the Beauty of the Truth: g05 8/8 20-23

Legacy That Has Lasted Seven Generations, A: w15 6/1 11-13

Lesson From a Pot of Fat, A: g98 7/22 30; g97 10/22 20-24

“Let the Many Islands Rejoice”: w15 8/15 3-8

Life I Have Never Regretted, A: w97 7/1 22-25

Life I Would Not Want to Change, A: g94 4/8 14-17

Life of Surprises in Jehovah’s Service, A: w01 10/1 24-29

Life Under the Big Top: g04 9/22 18-21

Light Bearer to Many Nations, A: w00 7/1 22-27

Living Through Dramatic Changes in Korea: g 12/08 12-15

‘Living With Jehovah’s Day Close in Mind’: w91 7/1 20-23

Loida’s Journey out of Silence: g01 1/8 19; g00 5/8 22-24

Long Way From Home, I Promised to Serve God, A: g92 2/22 20-24; g92 10/8 30

Looking Back Over 93 Years of Living: w87 5/1 22-30

Losing a Father—Finding a Father: w14 7/15 17-22

Lost for Over 20 Years: g89 6/22 30; g88 12/8 20-23

“Love Never Fails”: w95 9/1 22-26

Maintaining Faith Under Totalitarian Oppression: g00 9/22 19-23

Making Adjustments Has Been Rewarding: w11 12/15 3-7

Making Full-Time Service a Career: w89 9/1 23-30

Making Service to Jehovah My Career: w13 12/1 8-10

Mama and Her Ten Girls: g01 10/22 20-21

Man Does Not Live on Bread Alone—How I Survived Nazi Prison Camps: w09 3/1 20-23

‘Measuring Lines Have Fallen for Me in Pleasant Places, The’: w88 8/1 23-26

Milestones in My Life of Kingdom Service: w14 10/15 18-22

Missionary Assignment Became Our Home, A: w02 12/1 24-28

More Than 50 Years of ‘Stepping Over’: w96 11/1 22-27

Most Unusual Artist, A: g86 1/22 26-27

Motivated by My Family’s Loyalty to God: g98 2/22 12-17; g98 11/22 30

Music, Drugs, and Drink Were My Life: g97 1/8 11-15

Musician Chooses Real Harmony, A: g88 8/8 12-15

My Burning Desire to Serve God: g92 9/22 17-21

My Chief Concern—Remaining Loyal: g01 5/22 30; g00 10/8 20-24

My Choice Between Two Fathers: g99 10/22 31; g98 6/8 18-20

‘My Cup Has Been Full’: w87 6/1 20-23

My Decision to Advance to Maturity: w95 4/1 21-25

My Efforts to Make Wise Choices: g00 8/22 12-15

My Escape to the Truth: g94 2/8 11-15; g94 11/22 30

My Father’s Faithful Example: g94 6/8 30; g94 6/22 30; g93 12/22 20-24

My Father Was “Atom-Bombed Out Of Prison”: g95 12/8 30; g94 10/8 11-15

My Foundation for a Purposeful Life: g03 10/22 19-23

My Generation—Unique and Highly Privileged!: w87 8/1 21-25

My Hate Turned to Love: g95 1/8 11-15

My Heart Overflows With Gratitude: w97 9/1 25-28

My Journey in Search of a Purpose: g88 8/22 21-25

My Life as a Leper—Joyful and Spiritually Blessed: w98 4/1 22-27

My Life as an Artist: g01 8/22 18-22

My Life in Jehovah’s Spirit-Directed Organization: w88 3/1 10-17

My Lifelong Hope—Never to Die: w96 2/1 27-31

My Lifelong Joy in Doing God’s Will: w08 6/1 28-31

My Life With Hemophilia: g87 6/22 21-24

My Long, Hard Fight to Find True Faith: g96 5/8 30; g95 9/22 19-23

My Long Journey From Life and Death in Cambodia: g98 5/8 16-19

My Love for Music, Life, and the Bible: g 8/07 19-23

My Love for the Earth Will Be Satisfied Forever: g98 8/22 12-15

My Parents’ Example Strengthened Me: w05 10/1 16-20

My Quest for a Better World: g92 9/8 20-22

My Quest for Stardom as a Dancer: g92 6/22 12-14

My Share in the Advancement of Global Divine Education: w03 4/1 26-30

My Sikh Heritage—And My Search for Truth: g87 12/22 19-23

My Struggle to Leave a Violent Life: g87 12/8 18-21

My Successful Search for the Meaning of Life: g96 2/8 30; g95 5/22 19-23

My Thirst for God Satisfied: g93 8/22 12-15

‘My Word My Bond’: g88 5/8 11-13

Nazis Could Not Change Me, The: g 8/11 18-20

“Nazis Couldn’t Stop Us!, The”: g93 7/8 30; g92 11/22 18-21

“Never Forget the Door-to-Door Ministry”: w08 9/1 19-23

Ninety Years Ago I Began to ‘Remember My Grand Creator’: w09 7/15 24-27

No Longer a Rock or an Island: g95 7/22 30; g94 11/22 20-23

No Regrets About the Decision He Made in His Youth: w15 10/15 14-17

Note That Changed My Life, A: w03 1/1 23-26

Not Even an Iron Lung Could Stop Her Preaching: g93 1/22 18-21

Now I Know the God I Worship: w12 9/1 12-15

Now I’m Happy to Be Alive!: g98 2/8 29; g97 4/22 20-23

Now I Play a Different Tune: g87 1/22 26-27

Obeying Jehovah Has Brought Me Many Blessings: w13 6/15 3-6

“O for a Faith That Will Not Shrink”!: w00 11/1 22-27

“Oh, Jehovah, Keep My Young Girl Faithful!”: g94 4/8 29; g93 9/22 15-19

Old and Satisfied With Years: w02 8/1 23-27

On Course Toward a New World: w07 12/1 12-16

Our Family United at Last!: w06 8/1 11-15

Our Fight for the Right to Preach: g98 4/22 20-24

Our Fight to Stay Spiritually Strong: w06 12/1 12-16

“Our Mission Was Suicide”: g91 1/22 9-13

Our Parents Taught Us to Love God: w99 12/1 20-24

Our Rewarding Life as Missionaries in Africa: w88 10/1 20-25

Our Rich Spiritual Heritage: w95 8/1 20-24

Our Search for Justice: g97 6/22 19-23

Our Treasure Hunt Yielded Lasting Riches: w07 5/1 8-13

Over 40 Years Under Communist Ban (Czechoslovakia): g96 1/8 30; g95 4/22 18-24

Over 40 Years Under Communist Ban (Soviet Union): w99 3/1 24-29

Overcoming a Life of Violence: g91 8/8 18-20

Overcoming Life’s Challenges in South Asia: g94 1/22 21-24; g94 9/22 30

Patiently Waiting on Jehovah From My Youth On: w97 8/1 20-25

Perseverance Brings Joy: w06 7/1 8-12

Perseverance Leads to Progress: w95 5/1 22-26

Pioneer Partnership for Life, A: w88 9/1 19-23

Pioneer Service Inspired My Life: w86 12/1 25-27

Pleasing Jehovah Is My Primary Concern: w98 11/1 19-23

Poor Materially but Rich Spiritually: w13 9/1 8-9

Power of God’s Word on Hindu Family: w12 10/1 9-11

Power of the Truth to Rehabilitate, The: g91 7/22 10-13

Praise Be to God, the Source of Life and Growth: w87 3/1 21-24

Pressing On in Jehovah’s Way Is Our Strength and Joy: w01 5/1 24-28

Priceless Treasure to Share, A: w95 1/1 20-23

Pride Was My Worst Handicap: g88 11/8 13-15

Printing Bible Literature While Under Ban: w93 7/1 26-30

Privileged Share in Postwar Expansion, A: w02 10/1 23-27

Promise I Am Determined to Keep, A: g98 6/22 20-24

Protected by Faith in God: g95 2/8 30; g94 2/22 20-23

Provided With a Hope That Sustains Me: g01 8/22 30; g00 12/22 20-24

Purposeful Way of Life, A: w94 12/1 20-24

Pursuing a Goal Set at Six Years of Age: w92 3/1 26-30

Pursuing Peace With All People: g86 12/8 23-27

Putting My ‘Hand to the Plow and Not Looking Back’: w86 4/1 27-30

Rare Christian Heritage, A: w93 10/1 5-9

Reality Has Exceeded My Expectations: g00 5/8 30; g99 10/8 12-15

Rearing Children in Africa During Difficult Times: g99 10/22 20-24

Receiving the ‘Requests of My Heart’: w86 7/1 9-13

Rejoicing at the Harvest in India: w90 1/1 28-31

Rejoicing in Jehovah Despite Trials: w99 2/1 25-29

Rejoicing Over “Victory With the Lamb”: w07 10/15 31

Remembering My First Love Has Helped Me to Endure: w15 5/15 3-8

Remembering Our Creator From Youth On: w00 1/1 24-29

Rewarded by Practicing Godly Devotion: w02 6/1 24-28

Rewarded With “the Crown of Life”: w93 3/15 31-32

Rewarding Life of Service to God, A: w14 9/1 10-12

Rich, Rewarding Life in Jehovah’s Service, A: w94 4/1 20-24

Rich and Happy Life of Willing Sacrifice: w04 9/1 19-25

Rich Christian Heritage Allowed Me to Flourish, A: w19.02 26-30

Rich Life in Jehovah’s Service, A: w01 11/1 19-24

Richly Blessed for Maintaining the Missionary Spirit: w04 1/1 22-27

Rich Rewards for Sacred Service: w97 12/1 25-28

Right Choices Led to Lifelong Blessings: w07 1/1 12-16

Ruled by Faith in God in a Communist Land: g96 4/22 12-18

Sacrifices Bring Rich Rewards: g87 8/22 11-15

Satisfying Life Despite Heartaches, A: w04 7/1 23-29

Saved out of All My Distresses: g 11/06 21-23

Science and the Bible Helped Me Find the Meaning of Life: g05 11/22 12-15

Science Was My Religion: g04 7/8 30; g04 9/22 30; g03 9/22 18-21

Search for Errors Led to the Truth, A: w08 12/1 26-29

Seeking First the Kingdom—A Secure and Happy Life: w03 3/1 23-29

Serving God in the Face of Death: g99 8/22 18-23

Serving in a Time of Marvelous Expansion: w10 9/15 3-7

Serving Jehovah—An Honor and a Privilege Beyond Compare: w07 8/1 12-15

Serving Jehovah as a United Family: w96 10/1 24-28

Serving Jehovah Has Been My Delight: w11 10/15 18-22

Serving Jehovah in Favorable and in Troublesome Season: w90 6/1 21-25

Serving Joyfully Despite Infirmities: w06 6/1 16-20

Serving the Greatest Artist of All: w90 4/1 21-22

Serving the Trustworthy God: w96 9/1 25-28

Serving Under Jehovah’s Loving Hand: w96 5/1 25-29

Serving Wherever I Was Needed: w01 2/1 24-29

Serving Whole-Souled in Spite of Trials: w01 1/1 23-27

Serving With a Sense of Urgency: w93 11/1 26-30

Serving With a Spirit of Self-Sacrifice: w02 3/1 20-25

Serving With the Most Progressive Organization: w94 8/1 21-26

Seventy Years of Holding On to the Skirt of a Jew: w12 4/15 18-21

Shaking Off the Yoke of Spiritism: w87 9/1 7-10

Sharing the Good News in Faraway Places: g 3/08 12-15

She Loved What She Learned: g 12/06 21-23

Show Business Was My God: g93 10/22 12-16

“Since We Have This Ministry ... , We Do Not Give Up”: w95 2/1 20-25

Singing Career That Brings Lasting Happiness, A: g90 8/8 22-25

Slave to Alcohol No More, A: g 5/07 21-22

Small Sacrifices Brought Us Great Blessings: w04 4/1 24-28

Something Better Than Fame: g05 6/8 30; g05 6/22 30; g04 8/22 19-23

Something Better Than “Perfect Waves”: g 12/07 22-25

Something Better Than World Acclaim: g98 6/8 27; g97 8/22 12-15

Something More Lasting Than Art: g 3/08 30; g 4/07 19-22

Something More Precious Than Our Life Now: g 6/11 12-15

Something Worse Than AIDS: g89 4/22 12-14; g89 8/22 30; g89 9/22 30; g89 10/8 30

Sowing With Tears, Reaping With Joy: g97 2/8 18-21; g97 11/8 30

‘Sowing With Tears and Reaping With a Joyful Cry’: w91 9/1 10-14

Spanish Flamenco Was Our Life: g91 7/8 17-19

Speedway Riding Was My Life: g86 6/8 14-17

Spiritual Light Shines in the Middle East: w01 9/1 22-26

Staunch Fighter for the Truth, A: w88 9/15 31

Staying Close to Jehovah’s Organization: w87 7/1 26-31

Sticking Close to God’s Organization: w91 12/1 24-27

Strengthened by Our Worldwide Brotherhood: w02 7/1 23-27

Strengthened to Face Trials Ahead: g98 6/22 31; g97 10/8 30; g96 12/22 19-23

Striving to Be “a Workman With Nothing to Be Ashamed Of”: w99 1/1 21-25

Surviving Persecution in Nazi Germany: g88 10/22 18-21

Sustained by Confidence in God: g01 12/22 19-23

Sustained by Hope to Endure Trials: g99 12/22 13-16

Sustained by Jehovah All My Days: w01 3/1 23-27

Sustained by My Confidence in Jehovah: w97 2/1 20-23

Sustained by My Faith—Living With ALS: g 1/06 25-29; g 10/06 28

Sustained by the God Who Cannot Lie: w94 5/1 27-30

Sustained Through Terrible Trials: w98 6/1 28-31

Taught by Jehovah From My Youth: w03 11/1 19-25

Taught From Childhood to Love God: g04 10/22 11-15

Tested in a Fiery Furnace of Affliction: w03 2/1 25-30

Thankful for What I Have: g87 5/8 10-13

Thanking Jehovah—Through Full-Time Service!: w00 5/1 24-28

“The Angel of Jehovah Is Camping All Around”: w09 3/15 3-5

“The Battle Is Not Yours, but God’s”: g00 4/22 18-24

“The Customer Is Always Right”: g97 12/22 19-24

The Full-Time Ministry—Where It Has Led Me: w14 4/15 13-16

“The Hand of Jehovah” in My Life: w94 3/1 24-28

“The Life Now”—Enjoying It to the Full!: w05 6/1 24-28

There Is Nothing Better Than the Truth: w98 1/1 25-29

“There Is Pleasantness at Your Right Hand Forever”: w12 3/15 3-6

“The Secret” We Learned From Our Sacred Service: w12 6/15 3-6

They Never Gave Up on Me: g 11/12 21-23

They Set an Example for Us: w94 6/1 19-23

Thirty Years of Underground Translation: g 6/09 12-15

“This Is the Way. Walk in It”: w09 1/15 17-20

Though Deaf and Blind, I Found Security: g01 4/22 19-23; g01 12/22 30

Though Weak, I Am Powerful: w05 5/1 23-28

Three Hours That Turned My Life Around: g90 7/22 19-23

Thrilling Surprise, A: g97 2/22 20-23; g97 12/22 30

Through Stormy Seas to Calm Waters: g00 6/8 18-21

“Thrown Down, but Not Destroyed”: w95 11/1 22-25

Too Many Gods, Until I Found the True One: g97 5/22 11-13

Trail Without End: w86 10/1 26-30

Trained to Kill, Now I Offer Life: g95 3/22 30; g94 9/8 16-20

Triumphant in a Special Way: w05 5/1 31

Trusting in Jehovah Brings Happiness: w90 9/1 10-14

Trusting in Jehovah’s Loving Care: w04 12/1 24-29

Trust in Jehovah—He Will Really Help You: w10 9/1 26-29

Truth Gave Me Back My Life, The: g97 8/8 30; g96 10/22 12-15

Truth Has Set Me Free, The: g92 5/22 24-27

Twice Sentenced to 25 Years of Slave Labor: g05 12/22 12-15

Unique Reunion After 30 Years: g02 10/22 21-24

United in God’s Service Through Good Times and Bad: w96 3/1 23-27

Useful and Happy Despite My Blindness: g99 2/8 12-15; g99 10/22 30

War Did Not Stop Our Preaching, The: g01 2/22 20-24

Wartime Hardships Prepared Me for Life: g04 6/22 18-22

We Brought Up Eight Children in the Discipline of Jehovah: w90 8/1 26-31

We Did Not Support Hitler’s War: g95 9/22 30; g94 10/22 8-15

We Experienced God’s Undeserved Kindness in Many Ways: w17.02 13-17

We Found a More Rewarding Career: w15 3/15 3-6

We Found Something Better: g05 8/22 20-23

We Found the “Pearl of High Value”: w19.04 26-30

We Found What We Were Looking For: g 1/09 12-16

‘We Have Done What We Ought to Have Done’: w98 8/1 19-24

We Have Sought First the Kingdom: w94 2/1 20-25

We Learned to Trust Completely in Jehovah: w05 1/1 18-23

We Lived by Jehovah’s Strength: w04 8/1 19-23

‘We Live No Longer for Ourselves’: g99 6/22 30; g98 10/22 20-25

We Made a Firm Decision for God’s Rulership: w04 11/1 24-28

We Made India Our Home: g91 2/22 18-20

We Put Jehovah to the Test: w01 7/1 24-30

We Stuck to Our Assignment: w02 11/1 20-25

We Turned to the Source of True Righteousness: w88 12/1 28-31

We Used Our Changing Circumstances to Witness Far and Wide: w05 3/1 21-25

We Were a Team: w01 4/1 24-29

We Were Given a Pearl of Very High Value: w95 6/1 20-25

We Were Lilliputians Among Dwarfs: g88 2/8 22-25

We Were Not Afraid—Jehovah Was With Us: w08 7/15 22-25

What a Joy to Sit at Jehovah’s Table!: w91 8/1 25-29

What Attracted Me to Jehovah’s Witnesses: g 3/10 12-15

What Can I Repay to Jehovah?: w09 6/15 3-6

What Many Reasons I Have to Be Thankful!: w91 3/1 10-13

“What Shall I Repay to Jehovah?”: w03 12/1 24-28

“When I Am Weak, Then I Am Powerful”: g97 1/22 23-27; g97 11/8 30

When Life Is Not Easy: g95 1/22 30; g95 6/22 20-21; g94 8/22 19-24

When Someone Calls, Do You Answer?: w92 11/1 27-31

Where I First Heard the Name Jehovah: g 6/08 12-15

While I Was Blind, My Eyes Were Opened!: w04 5/1 23-27

Why I Believe the Bible—A Nuclear Scientist Tells His Story: g04 1/22 19-23; g04 11/8 30

Why I Delight in Making Disciples: w07 2/1 12-15

Why I Gave Up a Lucrative Career: g 1/12 27; g 6/10 24-26

Why I Gave Up the Idea of Going to Heaven: w86 9/1 10-13

Why I Left the Circus: g 6/07 14-15

Why I Left the Priesthood for a Better Ministry: g93 9/8 20-24

Why Liberation Theology Is Not for Me: g88 12/22 8-11

Why Our Lives Have Meaning: w13 5/15 24-25

Wisdom Beyond Her Years: g88 4/22 28; g87 10/22 17-20

With Jehovah’s Help, We Survived Totalitarian Regimes: w07 9/1 8-12

Wonderful Career, A—57 Years of Missionary Life: w89 4/1 26-29

“Work, Not for the Food That Perishes”: w96 4/1 22-26

Worthwhile Life Even Though Isolated, A: g93 2/22 13-17; g93 11/22 30

“You Do Not Know What Your Life Will Be Tomorrow”: w06 5/1 15-16; w01 10/15 32; w00 12/1 24-28

“Your Loving-Kindness Is Better Than Life”: w98 2/1 24-28












^ (Ex. 1:1-3:22) Now these are the names of Israel’s sons who came into Egypt with Jacob, each man who came with his household: 2 Reuʹben, Simʹe·on, Leʹvi, and Judah; 3 Isʹsa·char, Zebʹu·lun, and Benjamin; 4 Dan and Naphʹta·li; Gad and Ashʹer. 5 And all those* who were born to Jacob* were 70 people,* but Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Joseph eventually died, and also all his brothers and all that generation. 7 And the Israelites* became fruitful and began to increase greatly, and they kept on multiplying and growing mightier at an extraordinary rate, so that the land became filled with them. 8 In time there arose over Egypt a new king, one who did not know Joseph. 9 So he said to his people: “Look! The people of Israel are more numerous and mightier than we are. 10 Let us deal shrewdly with them. Otherwise, they will continue to multiply, and if a war breaks out, they will join our enemies and fight against us and leave the country.” 11 So they appointed chiefs of forced labor* over them to oppress them with hard labor, and they built storage cities for Pharʹaoh, namely, Piʹthom and Ra·amʹses. 12 But the more they would oppress them, the more they would multiply and the more they kept spreading out, so they felt sick with fear because of the Israelites. 13 Consequently, the Egyptians forced the Israelites into harsh slavery. 14 They made their life bitter with hard labor, as they worked with clay mortar and bricks and in every form of slavery in the field. Yes, they made them toil in harsh conditions in every form of slavery. 15 Later the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives whose names were Shiphʹrah and Puʹah, 16 and he told them: “When you help the Hebrew women to give birth and you see them on the stool for childbirth,* you must put the child to death if it is a son; but if it is a daughter, she must live.” 17 However, the midwives feared the true God, and they did not do what the king of Egypt told them. Instead, they would keep the male children alive. 18 In time the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them: “Why have you kept the male children alive?” 19 The midwives said to Pharʹaoh: “The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women. They are lively and have already given birth before the midwife can come in to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people kept increasing and becoming very mighty. 21 And because the midwives had feared the true God, he later gave them families. 22 Finally Pharʹaoh commanded all his people: “You are to throw every newborn son of the Hebrews into the Nile River, but you are to keep every daughter alive.” 
2 About that time, a certain man of the house of Leʹvi married a daughter of Leʹvi. 2 And the woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw how beautiful he was, she kept him concealed for three months. 3 When she was no longer able to conceal him, she took a papyrus basket* and coated it with bitumen and pitch and put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile River. 4 But his sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. 5 When Pharʹaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the Nile, her female attendants were walking by the side of the Nile. And she caught sight of the basket in the middle of the reeds. She immediately sent her slave girl to get it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child, and the boy was crying. She felt compassion for him, but she said: “This is one of the children of the Hebrews.” 7 Then his sister said to Pharʹaoh’s daughter: “Shall I go and call a nursing woman from the Hebrews to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharʹaoh’s daughter said to her: “Go!” At once the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharʹaoh’s daughter then said to her: “Take this child with you and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharʹaoh’s daughter, and he became a son to her. She named him Moses* and said: “It is because I have drawn him out of the water.” 11 Now in those days, after Moses had become an adult,* he went out to his brothers to look at the burdens they were bearing, and he caught sight of an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 So he looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 But he went out on the following day, and there were two Hebrew men fighting with each other. So he said to the one in the wrong: “Why do you strike your companion?” 14 At this he said: “Who appointed you as a prince and a judge over us? Are you planning to kill me just as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses now was afraid and said: “Surely the matter has become known!” 15 Then Pharʹaoh heard about it, and he attempted to kill Moses; but Moses ran away from Pharʹaoh and went to dwell in the land of Midʹi·an, and he sat down by a well. 16 Now the priest of Midʹi·an had seven daughters, and these came to draw water and to fill the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 But as usual, the shepherds came and drove them away. At this Moses got up and helped* the women and watered their flock. 18 When they came home to their father Reuʹel,* he exclaimed: “How is it that you have come home so quickly today?” 19 They replied: “A certain Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds, and he even drew water for us and watered the flock.” 20 He said to his daughters: “But where is he? Why did you leave the man behind? Call him, so that he may eat with us.” 21 After that Moses consented to stay with the man, and he gave his daughter Zip·poʹrah to Moses in marriage. 22 Later she bore a son, and he named him Gerʹshom,* for he said, “I have become a foreign resident in a foreign land.” 23 After a long time,* the king of Egypt died, but the Israelites continued to groan because of the slavery and to cry out in complaint, and their cry for help because of the slavery kept going up to the true God. 24 In time God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites; and God took notice. 
3 Moses became a shepherd of the flock of his father-in-law Jethʹro, the priest of Midʹi·an. While he was leading the flock to the west side of the wilderness, he eventually came to the mountain of the true God, to Horʹeb. 2 Then Jehovah’s angel appeared to him in a flame of fire in the midst of a thornbush. As he kept looking, he saw that the thornbush was on fire, and yet the thornbush was not consumed. 3 So Moses said: “I will go over to inspect this unusual sight to see why the thornbush does not burn up.” 4 When Jehovah saw that he went over to look, God called to him out of the thornbush and said: “Moses! Moses!” to which he said: “Here I am.” 5 Then he said: “Do not come any nearer. Remove your sandals from your feet, because the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He went on to say: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at the true God. 7 Jehovah added: “I have certainly seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their outcry because of those who force them to work; I well know the pains they suffer. 8 I will go down to rescue them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a land good and spacious, a land flowing with milk and honey, the territory of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Amʹor·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites. 9 Now look! The outcry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen also the harsh way that the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 Now come, I will send you to Pharʹaoh, and you will bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 However, Moses said to the true God: “Who am I that I should go to Pharʹaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 To this he said: “I will prove to be with you, and this is the sign for you that it was I who sent you: After you have brought the people out of Egypt, you people will serve* the true God on this mountain.” 13 But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’” 15 Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 16 Now go, and gather the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers has appeared to me, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and he said: “I have certainly taken notice of you and of what is being done to you in Egypt. 17 So I say, I will take you away from affliction at the hands of the Egyptians to the land of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Amʹor·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 18 “They will certainly listen to your voice, and you will go, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt, and you men should say to him: ‘Jehovah the God of the Hebrews has communicated with us. So, please, let us make a three-day journey into the wilderness so that we may sacrifice to Jehovah our God.’ 19 But I myself well know that the king of Egypt will not give you permission to go unless a mighty hand compels him. 20 So I will have to stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all my extraordinary acts that I will do in it, and after that he will send you out. 21 And I will give this people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, and when you go, you will by no means go empty-handed. 22 Each woman must ask her neighbor and the woman lodging in her house for articles of silver and of gold as well as clothing, and you will put them on your sons and your daughters; and you will plunder the Egyptians.”

Or “the souls.”
Lit., “who came out from the thigh of Jacob.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “sons of Israel.”
Or “appointed taskmasters.”
Or “the birth stool.”
Or “ark; chest.”
Meaning “Drawn Out,” that is, saved out of the water.
Or “as Moses was becoming strong.”
Or “defended.”
That is, Jethro.
Meaning “A Foreign Resident There.”
Lit., “many days.”
Or “worship.”
Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ (Ex. 2:11-25) Now in those days, after Moses had become an adult,* he went out to his brothers to look at the burdens they were bearing, and he caught sight of an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 So he looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 But he went out on the following day, and there were two Hebrew men fighting with each other. So he said to the one in the wrong: “Why do you strike your companion?” 14 At this he said: “Who appointed you as a prince and a judge over us? Are you planning to kill me just as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses now was afraid and said: “Surely the matter has become known!” 15 Then Pharʹaoh heard about it, and he attempted to kill Moses; but Moses ran away from Pharʹaoh and went to dwell in the land of Midʹi·an, and he sat down by a well. 16 Now the priest of Midʹi·an had seven daughters, and these came to draw water and to fill the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 But as usual, the shepherds came and drove them away. At this Moses got up and helped* the women and watered their flock. 18 When they came home to their father Reuʹel,* he exclaimed: “How is it that you have come home so quickly today?” 19 They replied: “A certain Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds, and he even drew water for us and watered the flock.” 20 He said to his daughters: “But where is he? Why did you leave the man behind? Call him, so that he may eat with us.” 21 After that Moses consented to stay with the man, and he gave his daughter Zip·poʹrah to Moses in marriage. 22 Later she bore a son, and he named him Gerʹshom,* for he said, “I have become a foreign resident in a foreign land.” 23 After a long time,* the king of Egypt died, but the Israelites continued to groan because of the slavery and to cry out in complaint, and their cry for help because of the slavery kept going up to the true God. 24 In time God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites; and God took notice.

Or “as Moses was becoming strong.”
Or “defended.”
That is, Jethro.
Meaning “A Foreign Resident There.”
Lit., “many days.”





^ ***sjj song 7 Jehovah, Our Strength***


SONG 7

Jehovah, Our Strength


(Isaiah 12:2)


	1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,

You are our Savior, in you we delight.

We are your Witnesses bearing your news,

Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;

Eyes that are opened now see truth and right.

Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;

Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.

Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.

Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be

Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.









(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)





^ (Isa. 12:2) Look! God is my salvation. I will trust and feel no dread; For Jah* Jehovah is my strength and my might, And he has become my salvation.”

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (2 Sam. 22:3) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 18:2) Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.









^ ***w13 3/15 p. 25 Honor Jehovah’s Great Name***


 4. Why did Moses ask God about his name, and why were Moses’ concerns understandable?

4 Read Exodus 3:10-15. When Moses was 80 years of age, God gave him a weighty command: “You bring my people the sons of Israel out of Egypt.” Moses responded respectfully with a question, one of profound significance. In effect, Moses asked: ‘What is your name?’ Considering that God’s name was long known, what was the point of Moses’ question? Evidently, he wanted to know more about the person represented by the name​—facts that would convince God’s people that He really would deliver them. Moses’ concern was warranted, for the Israelites had been slaves for some time. They would likely wonder whether the God of their forefathers could deliver them. Indeed, some Israelites had even taken up the worship of Egyptian gods!​—Ezek. 20:7, 8.





^ par. 4 (Ex. 3:10-15) Now come, I will send you to Pharʹaoh, and you will bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 However, Moses said to the true God: “Who am I that I should go to Pharʹaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 To this he said: “I will prove to be with you, and this is the sign for you that it was I who sent you: After you have brought the people out of Egypt, you people will serve* the true God on this mountain.” 13 But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’” 15 Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.

Or “worship.”
Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ par. 4 (Ezek. 20:7, 8) I then said to them, ‘Each of you must throw away the detestable things that are before your eyes; do not defile yourselves with the disgusting idols* of Egypt. I am Jehovah your God.’ 8 “‘“But they rebelled against me and were not willing to listen to me. They did not throw away the detestable things that were before them, and they would not abandon the disgusting idols of Egypt. So I promised to pour out my rage on them and to unleash my anger fully against them in the land of Egypt.

The Hebrew term may be related to a word for “dung” and is used as an expression of contempt.








^ ***kr p. 43 Jehovah Exalts His Name***

THE MEANING OF GOD’S NAME


THE name Jehovah comes from a Hebrew verb that means “to become.” Some scholars feel that in this instance the verb is used in its causative form. God’s name is thus understood by many to mean “He Causes to Become.” This definition well fits Jehovah’s role as the Creator. He caused the universe and intelligent beings to come into existence and continues to cause his will and purpose to become a reality.

How, then, should we understand Jehovah’s answer to Moses’ question recorded at Exodus 3:13, 14? Moses asked: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” Jehovah answered: “I Will Become What I Choose to Become.”

Note that Moses was not asking Jehovah to reveal his name. Moses and the Israelites already knew God’s name well. Moses wanted Jehovah to reveal something faith-strengthening about the kind of God he is, something that may also be reflected in the meaning of his name. Hence, by responding, “I Will Become What I Choose to Become,” Jehovah was revealing a thrilling aspect of his own nature: In each situation, he becomes whatever is necessary to fulfill his purpose. For example, for Moses and the Israelites, Jehovah became a Rescuer, a Lawgiver, a Provider​—and much more. Thus, Jehovah himself chooses to become whatever is necessary to fulfill his promises to his people. However, while the name Jehovah may include this idea, it is not limited to what he himself chooses to become. It also includes what he causes his creation to become in the accomplishment of his purpose.







^ (Ex. 3:13, 14) But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.








^ ***g04 4/8 p. 6 Moses—Man or Myth?***


Is it not farfetched, though, to believe that an Egyptian princess would take in such a child? No, for Egyptian religion taught that kind deeds were a requisite for entrance into heaven. As for the adoption itself, archaeologist Joyce Tyldesley observes: “Egyptian women achieved parity with Egyptian men. They enjoyed the same legal and economic rights, at least in theory, and . . . women could make adoptions.” The ancient Adoption Papyrus actually documents one Egyptian woman’s adoption of her slaves. As for the hiring of Moses’ mother as a wet nurse, The Anchor Bible Dictionary says: “The payment of Moses’ natural mother to nurse him . . . echoes identical arrangements in Mesopotamian adoption contracts.”








^ ***w04 3/15 p. 24 par. 4 Highlights From the Book of Exodus***

Scriptural Questions Answered:

3:1​—What kind of priest was Jethro? In patriarchal times the family head served as a priest for his family. Jethro was evidently the patriarchal head of a tribe of Midianites. Since the Midianites were Abraham’s descendants by Keturah, they were perhaps exposed to the worship of Jehovah.​—Genesis 25:1, 2.



^ par. 4 (Ex. 3:1) Moses became a shepherd of the flock of his father-in-law Jethʹro, the priest of Midʹi·an. While he was leading the flock to the west side of the wilderness, he eventually came to the mountain of the true God, to Horʹeb.



^ par. 4 (Gen. 25:1, 2) Now Abraham again took a wife, and her name was Ke·tuʹrah. 2 In time she bore him Zimʹran, Jokʹshan, Meʹdan, Midʹi·an, Ishʹbak, and Shuʹah.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for* her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined* to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves,* because you became so beloved to us.

Or “cherishes.”
Lit., “well-pleased.”
Or “souls.”








^ ***w02 6/15 p. 11 Something Greater Than the Treasures of Egypt***

A Momentous Decision

At age 40, by which time Moses could have become thoroughly Egyptian, he ‘went out to look at the burdens his brothers were bearing.’ His subsequent actions showed that this was no idle curiosity; he yearned to help them. When he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, he intervened, killing the oppressor. That act showed that Moses’ heart was with his brothers. The dead man was likely an official, killed as he carried out his duties. In the eyes of the Egyptians, Moses had every reason to be loyal to Pharaoh. Yet, what moved Moses was also love of justice, a quality further manifested when the next day he remonstrated with a Hebrew who was unjustly beating his companion. Moses desired to liberate the Hebrews from bitter slavery, but when Pharaoh learned of his defection and tried to kill him, Moses was forced to flee to Midian.​—Exodus 2:11-15; Acts 7:23-29.*

Moses’ timing in wanting to liberate God’s people did not match Jehovah’s. Still, his actions revealed faith. Says Hebrews 11:24-26: “By faith Moses, when grown up, refused to be called the son of the daughter of Pharaoh, choosing to be ill-treated with the people of God rather than to have the temporary enjoyment of sin.” Why? “Because he esteemed the reproach of the Christ as riches greater than the treasures of Egypt; for he looked intently toward the payment of the reward.” This exceptional use of the expression “the Christ,” meaning “anointed one,” fits Moses in the sense that he later received a special commission directly from Jehovah.

Just think! Moses had an upbringing that only an Egyptian aristocrat could receive. His position offered a brilliant career and every pleasure imaginable, yet he rejected it all. He could not reconcile life at the court of Pharaoh, the oppressor, with love for Jehovah and for justice. Knowledge of and meditation on God’s promises to his forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob led Moses to prefer divine favor. As a result, Jehovah was able to use Moses in the most privileged of roles to accomplish His purposes.

All of us face choices about what things are most important. Like Moses, perhaps you face a difficult decision. Should you give up certain practices or apparent advantages, no matter what the cost? If that is the choice before you, remember that Moses considered Jehovah’s friendship more valuable than all the treasures of Egypt, and he did not regret it.



^ (Ex. 2:11-15) Now in those days, after Moses had become an adult,* he went out to his brothers to look at the burdens they were bearing, and he caught sight of an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 So he looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 But he went out on the following day, and there were two Hebrew men fighting with each other. So he said to the one in the wrong: “Why do you strike your companion?” 14 At this he said: “Who appointed you as a prince and a judge over us? Are you planning to kill me just as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses now was afraid and said: “Surely the matter has become known!” 15 Then Pharʹaoh heard about it, and he attempted to kill Moses; but Moses ran away from Pharʹaoh and went to dwell in the land of Midʹi·an, and he sat down by a well.

Or “as Moses was becoming strong.”


^ (Acts 7:23-29) “Now when he reached the age of 40, it came into his heart to make a visit on* his brothers, the sons of Israel. 24 When he caught sight of one of them being unjustly treated, he defended him and avenged the one being abused by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He thought that his brothers would grasp that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not grasp it. 26 The next day he appeared to them as they were fighting, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying: ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you mistreat each other?’ 27 But the one who was mistreating his neighbor pushed him away, saying: ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge over us? 28 You do not want to do away with me the way you did away with the Egyptian yesterday, do you?’ 29 On hearing this, Moses fled and lived as a foreigner in the land of Midʹi·an, where he became the father of two sons.

Or “to check the conditions of.”


^ (Heb. 11:24-26) By faith Moses, when grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharʹaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing to be mistreated with the people of God rather than to have the temporary enjoyment of sin, 26 because he considered the reproach of the Christ to be riches greater than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked intently toward the payment of the reward.







^ par. 20 That Moses had zeal for justice is further shown by his defending helpless shepherdesses from ill-treatment in Midian, where he was a fugitive.​—Exodus 2:16, 17.




^ (Ex. 2:16, 17) Now the priest of Midʹi·an had seven daughters, and these came to draw water and to fill the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 But as usual, the shepherds came and drove them away. At this Moses got up and helped* the women and watered their flock.

Or “defended.”








^ ***th p. 16 Practical Value Made Clear***


STUDY 13

Practical Value Made Clear



Proverbs 3:21

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to understand how your subject affects their lives, and show them what to do with what they learn.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on why your listeners need to hear the information you are sharing, and consider what aspect of the topic will be particularly helpful to them.



	  Throughout your presentation, show your listeners what to do. Right from the start, each listener should realize, ‘This involves me.’ As you develop each main point, show how to apply it. Avoid speaking in generalities.

Discuss the application of Bible principles lovingly and empathetically. Rather than burdening others with guilt, strengthen their love and faith, confident that their heart will motivate them to do the right thing.













IN THE MINISTRY


When preparing to preach, give thought to what is in the news and to topics that may interest people in your territory. Adapt your comments to address what is most practical then and there. Ask tactful questions that draw out a person’s concerns and interests. Then listen to the response, and adapt your teaching accordingly.







^ (Prov. 3:21) My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.








^ ***sjj song 2 Jehovah Is Your Name***


SONG 2

Jehovah Is Your Name


(Psalm 83:18)


	1. The living and true God—

The God of all creation

In ev’ry generation—

Jehovah is your name.

We’re honored and we’re proud

To be your congregation.

In ev’ry tribe and nation,

Your glory we proclaim.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.





	2. You cause us to become

Whatever you desire,

To do as you require—

Jehovah is your name.

And Witnesses for you

Is what you’ve kindly named us.

We’re honored you have claimed us—

A people for your name.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.









(See also 2 Chron. 6:14; Ps. 72:19; Isa. 42:8.)





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (2 Chron. 6:14) and he said: “O Jehovah the God of Israel, there is no God like you in the heavens or on the earth, keeping the covenant and showing loyal love to your servants who are walking before you with all their heart.



^ (Ps. 72:19) May his glorious name be praised forever, And may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.



^ (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”








^ ***jy p. 276-p. 277 par. 3 Bearing Fruit as Branches and Being Jesus’ Friends***


CHAPTER 120

Bearing Fruit as Branches and Being Jesus’ Friends


JOHN 15:1-27

	           THE TRUE VINE AND THE BRANCHES



	           HOW TO REMAIN IN JESUS’ LOVE








Jesus has been encouraging his faithful apostles in a heart-to-heart talk. It is late, perhaps past midnight. Jesus now presents a motivating illustration:

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the cultivator,” he begins. (John 15:1) His illustration resembles what had been said centuries earlier about the nation of Israel, which was called Jehovah’s vine. (Jeremiah 2:21; Hosea 10:1, 2) However, Jehovah is casting off that nation. (Matthew 23:37, 38) So Jesus is introducing a new thought. He is the vine that his Father has been cultivating since anointing Jesus with holy spirit in 29 C.E. But Jesus shows that the vine symbolizes more than just him, saying:

“[My Father] takes away every branch in me not bearing fruit, and he cleans every one bearing fruit, so that it may bear more fruit. . . . Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it remains in the vine, neither can you unless you remain in union with me. I am the vine; you are the branches.”​—John 15:2-5.

Jesus has promised his faithful disciples that after he goes away, he would send a helper, the holy spirit. Fifty-one days later, when the apostles and others receive that spirit, they become branches of the vine. And all the “branches” would have to remain united with Jesus. To accomplish what?

He explains: “Whoever remains in union with me and I in union with him, this one bears much fruit; for apart from me you can do nothing at all.” These “branches”​—his faithful followers—​would bear much fruit, imitating Jesus’ qualities, actively speaking to others about God’s Kingdom, and making more disciples. What if one does not remain in union with Jesus and does not bear fruit? Jesus explains: “If anyone does not remain in union with me, he is thrown out.” On the other hand, Jesus says: “If you remain in union with me and my sayings remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it will take place for you.”​—John 15:5-7.

Now Jesus returns to what he has mentioned twice​—keeping his commandments. (John 14:15, 21) He describes a key way for disciples to prove that they are doing so: “If you observe my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have observed the commandments of the Father and remain in his love.” However, more is involved than loving Jehovah God and his Son. Jesus says: “This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends. You are my friends if you do what I am commanding you.”​—John 15:10-14.

In a few hours, Jesus will demonstrate his love by giving his life for all who exercise faith in him. His example should move his followers to have similar self-sacrificing love for one another. This love will identify them, as Jesus stated earlier: “By this all will know that you are my disciples​—if you have love among yourselves.”​—John 13:35.

The apostles should take note of Jesus’ calling them “friends.” He relates why they are such: “I have called you friends, because I have made known to you all the things I have heard from my Father.” What a precious relationship to have​—to be intimate friends of Jesus and to know what the Father told him! In order to enjoy this relationship, though, they must “keep bearing fruit.” If they do, Jesus says, “no matter what you ask the Father in my name he [will] give it to you.”​—John 15:15, 16.

The love among these “branches,” his disciples, will help them to endure what is to come. He warns them that the world will hate them, yet he offers this comfort: “If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, . . . for this reason the world hates you.”​—John 15:18, 19.

Explaining further why the world will hate them, Jesus adds: “They will do all these things against you on account of my name, because they do not know the One who sent me.” Jesus says that his miraculous works, in effect, convict those who hate him: “If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have both seen me and hated me as well as my Father.” Actually, their hatred fulfills prophecy.​—John 15:21, 24, 25; Psalm 35:19; 69:4.

Again, Jesus promises to send the helper, the holy spirit. That powerful force is available for all his followers and is able to help them to bear fruit, “to bear witness.”​—John 15:27.



	            Who is the cultivator, who is the vine, and who are the branches in Jesus’ illustration?



	            What fruit does God desire from the branches?



	            How can Jesus’ disciples be his friends, and what will help them to face up to the world’s hatred?











^ (John 15:1-27) “I am the true vine, and my Father is the cultivator. 2 He takes away every branch in me not bearing fruit, and he cleans every one bearing fruit, so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in union with me, and I will remain in union with you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it remains in the vine, neither can you unless you remain in union with me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in union with me and I in union with him, this one bears much fruit; for apart from me you can do* nothing at all. 6 If anyone does not remain in union with me, he is thrown out like a branch and dries up. And men gather those branches and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you remain in union with me and my sayings remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it will take place for you. 8 My Father is glorified in this, that you keep bearing much fruit and prove yourselves my disciples. 9 Just as the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; remain in my love. 10 If you observe my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have observed the commandments of the Father and remain in his love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be made full. 12 This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 13 No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I am commanding you. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master does. But I have called you friends, because I have made known to you all the things I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you, and I appointed you to go and keep bearing fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that no matter what you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 “These things I command you, that you love one another. 18 If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you. 20 Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours. 21 But they will do all these things against you on account of my name, because they do not know the One who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin. But now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me also hates my Father. 24 If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have both seen me and hated me as well as my Father. 25 But this happened in order to fulfill the word written in their Law: ‘They hated me without cause.’ 26 When the helper comes that I will send you from the Father, the spirit of the truth, which comes from the Father, that one will bear witness about me; 27 and you, in turn, are to bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

Or “produce.”


^ par. 2 (John 15:1) “I am the true vine, and my Father is the cultivator.



^ par. 2 (Jer. 2:21) I planted you as a choice red vine, all of it pure seed; So how have you turned into the degenerate shoots of a foreign vine before me?’



^ par. 2 (Hos. 10:1, 2) “Israel is a degenerate* vine yielding its fruit. The more his fruit increases, the more he multiplies his altars; The better his land produces, the more splendid his sacred pillars.  2 Their heart is hypocritical;* Now they will be found guilty. There is one who will break their altars and destroy their pillars.

Or possibly, “a spreading.”
Or “slippery; smooth.”


^ par. 2 (Matt. 23:37, 38) “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of the prophets and stoner of those sent to her—how often I wanted to gather your children together the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings! But you did not want it. 38 Look! Your house is abandoned to you.



^ par. 3 (John 15:2-5) He takes away every branch in me not bearing fruit, and he cleans every one bearing fruit, so that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in union with me, and I will remain in union with you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it remains in the vine, neither can you unless you remain in union with me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in union with me and I in union with him, this one bears much fruit; for apart from me you can do* nothing at all.

Or “produce.”


^ par. 5 (John 15:5-7) I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever remains in union with me and I in union with him, this one bears much fruit; for apart from me you can do* nothing at all. 6 If anyone does not remain in union with me, he is thrown out like a branch and dries up. And men gather those branches and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you remain in union with me and my sayings remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it will take place for you.

Or “produce.”


^ par. 6 (John 14:15) “If you love me, you will observe my commandments.



^ par. 6 (John 14:21) Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.”



^ par. 6 (John 15:10-14) If you observe my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have observed the commandments of the Father and remain in his love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be made full. 12 This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 13 No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I am commanding you.



^ par. 7 (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ par. 8 (John 15:15, 16) I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master does. But I have called you friends, because I have made known to you all the things I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you, and I appointed you to go and keep bearing fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that no matter what you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.



^ par. 1 (John 15:18, 19) If the world hates you, you know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.



^ par. 2 (John 15:21) But they will do all these things against you on account of my name, because they do not know the One who sent me.



^ par. 2 (John 15:24, 25) If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have both seen me and hated me as well as my Father. 25 But this happened in order to fulfill the word written in their Law: ‘They hated me without cause.’



^ par. 2 (Ps. 35:19) Do not let those who for no reason are my enemies gloat over me; Do not let those hating me without cause wink their eyes maliciously.



^ par. 2 (Ps. 69:4) Those hating me without cause Are more numerous than the hairs of my head. Those who would do away with me, My treacherous enemies,* have become many. I was forced to hand over what I had not stolen.

Or “enemies for no reason.”


^ par. 3 (John 15:27) and you, in turn, are to bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.









^ ***sjj song 104 God’s Gift of Holy Spirit***


SONG 104

God’s Gift of Holy Spirit


(Luke 11:13)


	1. Sov’reign, Jehovah, merciful Father,

Greater you are than our sinful hearts.

Lighten our burden, soften our anguish,

Give us the comfort your spirit imparts.



	2. Father, we all fall short of your glory;

Times there have been when we’ve lost our way.

God, we implore you: Hear our petition.

Give us your spirit to guide us each day.



	3. When we are weary, weak, or discouraged,

Your active force will our hearts renew.

Give us the strength to soar like the eagles;

May we receive holy spirit from you.







(See also Ps. 51:11; John 14:26; Acts 9:31.)





^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (Ps. 51:11) Do not cast me out from your presence; And do not take your holy spirit away from me.



^ (John 14:26) But the helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will send in my name, that one will teach you all things and bring back to your minds all the things I told you.



^ (Acts 9:31) Then, indeed, the congregation throughout the whole of Ju·deʹa and Galʹi·lee and Sa·marʹi·a entered into a period of peace, being built up; and as it walked in the fear of Jehovah and in the comfort of the holy spirit, it kept on multiplying.















^ (Ex. 1:1-3:22) Now these are the names of Israel’s sons who came into Egypt with Jacob, each man who came with his household: 2 Reuʹben, Simʹe·on, Leʹvi, and Judah; 3 Isʹsa·char, Zebʹu·lun, and Benjamin; 4 Dan and Naphʹta·li; Gad and Ashʹer. 5 And all those* who were born to Jacob* were 70 people,* but Joseph was already in Egypt. 6 Joseph eventually died, and also all his brothers and all that generation. 7 And the Israelites* became fruitful and began to increase greatly, and they kept on multiplying and growing mightier at an extraordinary rate, so that the land became filled with them. 8 In time there arose over Egypt a new king, one who did not know Joseph. 9 So he said to his people: “Look! The people of Israel are more numerous and mightier than we are. 10 Let us deal shrewdly with them. Otherwise, they will continue to multiply, and if a war breaks out, they will join our enemies and fight against us and leave the country.” 11 So they appointed chiefs of forced labor* over them to oppress them with hard labor, and they built storage cities for Pharʹaoh, namely, Piʹthom and Ra·amʹses. 12 But the more they would oppress them, the more they would multiply and the more they kept spreading out, so they felt sick with fear because of the Israelites. 13 Consequently, the Egyptians forced the Israelites into harsh slavery. 14 They made their life bitter with hard labor, as they worked with clay mortar and bricks and in every form of slavery in the field. Yes, they made them toil in harsh conditions in every form of slavery. 15 Later the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives whose names were Shiphʹrah and Puʹah, 16 and he told them: “When you help the Hebrew women to give birth and you see them on the stool for childbirth,* you must put the child to death if it is a son; but if it is a daughter, she must live.” 17 However, the midwives feared the true God, and they did not do what the king of Egypt told them. Instead, they would keep the male children alive. 18 In time the king of Egypt called the midwives and said to them: “Why have you kept the male children alive?” 19 The midwives said to Pharʹaoh: “The Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women. They are lively and have already given birth before the midwife can come in to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people kept increasing and becoming very mighty. 21 And because the midwives had feared the true God, he later gave them families. 22 Finally Pharʹaoh commanded all his people: “You are to throw every newborn son of the Hebrews into the Nile River, but you are to keep every daughter alive.” 
2 About that time, a certain man of the house of Leʹvi married a daughter of Leʹvi. 2 And the woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw how beautiful he was, she kept him concealed for three months. 3 When she was no longer able to conceal him, she took a papyrus basket* and coated it with bitumen and pitch and put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile River. 4 But his sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. 5 When Pharʹaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the Nile, her female attendants were walking by the side of the Nile. And she caught sight of the basket in the middle of the reeds. She immediately sent her slave girl to get it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child, and the boy was crying. She felt compassion for him, but she said: “This is one of the children of the Hebrews.” 7 Then his sister said to Pharʹaoh’s daughter: “Shall I go and call a nursing woman from the Hebrews to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharʹaoh’s daughter said to her: “Go!” At once the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharʹaoh’s daughter then said to her: “Take this child with you and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharʹaoh’s daughter, and he became a son to her. She named him Moses* and said: “It is because I have drawn him out of the water.” 11 Now in those days, after Moses had become an adult,* he went out to his brothers to look at the burdens they were bearing, and he caught sight of an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 So he looked this way and that, and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 But he went out on the following day, and there were two Hebrew men fighting with each other. So he said to the one in the wrong: “Why do you strike your companion?” 14 At this he said: “Who appointed you as a prince and a judge over us? Are you planning to kill me just as you killed the Egyptian?” Moses now was afraid and said: “Surely the matter has become known!” 15 Then Pharʹaoh heard about it, and he attempted to kill Moses; but Moses ran away from Pharʹaoh and went to dwell in the land of Midʹi·an, and he sat down by a well. 16 Now the priest of Midʹi·an had seven daughters, and these came to draw water and to fill the troughs to water their father’s flock. 17 But as usual, the shepherds came and drove them away. At this Moses got up and helped* the women and watered their flock. 18 When they came home to their father Reuʹel,* he exclaimed: “How is it that you have come home so quickly today?” 19 They replied: “A certain Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds, and he even drew water for us and watered the flock.” 20 He said to his daughters: “But where is he? Why did you leave the man behind? Call him, so that he may eat with us.” 21 After that Moses consented to stay with the man, and he gave his daughter Zip·poʹrah to Moses in marriage. 22 Later she bore a son, and he named him Gerʹshom,* for he said, “I have become a foreign resident in a foreign land.” 23 After a long time,* the king of Egypt died, but the Israelites continued to groan because of the slavery and to cry out in complaint, and their cry for help because of the slavery kept going up to the true God. 24 In time God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 So God looked on the Israelites; and God took notice. 
3 Moses became a shepherd of the flock of his father-in-law Jethʹro, the priest of Midʹi·an. While he was leading the flock to the west side of the wilderness, he eventually came to the mountain of the true God, to Horʹeb. 2 Then Jehovah’s angel appeared to him in a flame of fire in the midst of a thornbush. As he kept looking, he saw that the thornbush was on fire, and yet the thornbush was not consumed. 3 So Moses said: “I will go over to inspect this unusual sight to see why the thornbush does not burn up.” 4 When Jehovah saw that he went over to look, God called to him out of the thornbush and said: “Moses! Moses!” to which he said: “Here I am.” 5 Then he said: “Do not come any nearer. Remove your sandals from your feet, because the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 He went on to say: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at the true God. 7 Jehovah added: “I have certainly seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their outcry because of those who force them to work; I well know the pains they suffer. 8 I will go down to rescue them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a land good and spacious, a land flowing with milk and honey, the territory of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Amʹor·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites. 9 Now look! The outcry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen also the harsh way that the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 Now come, I will send you to Pharʹaoh, and you will bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 11 However, Moses said to the true God: “Who am I that I should go to Pharʹaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 To this he said: “I will prove to be with you, and this is the sign for you that it was I who sent you: After you have brought the people out of Egypt, you people will serve* the true God on this mountain.” 13 But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’” 15 Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation. 16 Now go, and gather the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers has appeared to me, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and he said: “I have certainly taken notice of you and of what is being done to you in Egypt. 17 So I say, I will take you away from affliction at the hands of the Egyptians to the land of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Amʹor·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Hiʹvites, and the Jebʹu·sites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.”’ 18 “They will certainly listen to your voice, and you will go, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt, and you men should say to him: ‘Jehovah the God of the Hebrews has communicated with us. So, please, let us make a three-day journey into the wilderness so that we may sacrifice to Jehovah our God.’ 19 But I myself well know that the king of Egypt will not give you permission to go unless a mighty hand compels him. 20 So I will have to stretch out my hand and strike Egypt with all my extraordinary acts that I will do in it, and after that he will send you out. 21 And I will give this people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians, and when you go, you will by no means go empty-handed. 22 Each woman must ask her neighbor and the woman lodging in her house for articles of silver and of gold as well as clothing, and you will put them on your sons and your daughters; and you will plunder the Egyptians.”

Or “the souls.”
Lit., “who came out from the thigh of Jacob.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “sons of Israel.”
Or “appointed taskmasters.”
Or “the birth stool.”
Or “ark; chest.”
Meaning “Drawn Out,” that is, saved out of the water.
Or “as Moses was becoming strong.”
Or “defended.”
That is, Jethro.
Meaning “A Foreign Resident There.”
Lit., “many days.”
Or “worship.”
Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.








^ (Ex. 4:1-5:23) However, Moses answered: “But suppose they do not believe me and do not listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘Jehovah did not appear to you.’” 2 Then Jehovah said to him: “What is that in your hand?” He answered: “A rod.” 3 He said: “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Reach out your hand and seize it by the tail.” So he reached out and seized it, and it became a rod in his hand. 5 God then said: “This is so that they may believe that Jehovah the God of their forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Jehovah said to him once more: “Put your hand, please, into the upper fold of your garment.” So he put his hand into the fold of his garment. When he drew it out, why, his hand was stricken with leprosy like snow! 7 Then he said: “Return your hand into the upper fold of your garment.” So he returned his hand into his garment. When he drew it out of the garment, it was restored like the rest of his flesh! 8 He said: “If they will not believe you or pay attention to the first sign, then they will certainly heed the next sign. 9 Still, even if they will not believe these two signs and refuse to listen to your voice, you will take some water from the Nile River and pour it out on the dry land, and the water that you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry land.” 10 Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.” 11 Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you as you speak,* and I will teach you what you should say.” 13 But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to send.” 14 Then Jehovah’s anger blazed against Moses, and he said: “What about your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak very well. And he is now on his way here to meet you. When he sees you, his heart will rejoice. 15 So you must speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with you and him as you speak, and I will teach you men what to do. 16 He will speak for you to the people, and he will be your spokesman, and you will serve as God to him.* 17 And you will take this rod in your hand and perform the signs with it.” 18 So Moses went back to Jethʹro his father-in-law and said to him: “I want to go, please, and return to my brothers who are in Egypt to see whether they are still alive.” Jethʹro said to Moses: “Go in peace.” 19 After that Jehovah said to Moses in Midʹi·an: “Go, return to Egypt, because all the men who were seeking to kill you* are dead.” 20 Then Moses took his wife and his sons and lifted them onto a donkey, and he started back to the land of Egypt. Moreover, Moses took the rod of the true God in his hand. 21 Then Jehovah said to Moses: “After you have returned to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharʹaoh all the miracles that I have empowered you to do. But I will allow his heart to become obstinate, and he will not send the people away. 22 You must say to Pharʹaoh, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Israel is my son, my firstborn. 23 I say to you, Send my son away so that he may serve me. But if you refuse to send him away, I am going to kill your son, your firstborn.”’” 24 Now on the road at the lodging place, Jehovah met him and was seeking to put him to death. 25 Finally Zip·poʹrah took a flint* and circumcised her son and caused his foreskin to touch his feet and said: “It is because you are a bridegroom of blood to me.” 26 So He let him go. At that time she said, “a bridegroom of blood,” because of the circumcision. 27 Then Jehovah said to Aaron: “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he went and met him at the mountain of the true God and greeted him with a kiss. 28 And Moses told Aaron all the words of Jehovah, who had sent him, and all the signs that He had commanded him to do. 29 After that Moses and Aaron went and gathered all the elders of the Israelites. 30 Aaron told them all the words that Jehovah had spoken to Moses, and he performed the signs before the eyes of the people. 31 At this the people believed. When they heard that Jehovah had turned his attention to the Israelites and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed down and prostrated themselves. 
5 Afterward, Moses and Aaron went in and said to Pharʹaoh: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Send my people away so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.’” 2 But Pharʹaoh said: “Who is Jehovah, that I should obey his voice to send Israel away? I do not know Jehovah at all, and what is more, I will not send Israel away.” 3 But they said: “The God of the Hebrews has communicated with us. Please, we want to make a three-day journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to Jehovah our God; otherwise, he will strike us with disease or with the sword.” 4 The king of Egypt replied to them: “Why is it, Moses and Aaron, that you are taking the people away from their work? Return to your labor!”* 5 And Pharʹaoh continued: “Look at how many people of the land there are, and you would have them rest from their labor.” 6 That same day, Pharʹaoh commanded the taskmasters and their foremen: 7 “You must no longer give straw to the people to make bricks. Let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8 But you must still impose on them the same quota of bricks as they made in the past. Do not reduce it for them, for they are relaxing.* That is why they are crying out, ‘We want to go, we want to sacrifice to our God!’ 9 Make them work harder, and keep them busy so that they will not pay attention to lies.” 10 So the taskmasters and their foremen went out and said to the people: “Here is what Pharʹaoh has said, ‘I am giving you no more straw. 11 Go and get your own straw for yourselves wherever you can find it, but your work will not be reduced at all.’” 12 Then the people scattered throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13 And the taskmasters kept urging them: “You must each finish your work every day, just as when straw was provided.” 14 Also the foremen of the Israelites, whom Pharʹaoh’s taskmasters had appointed over them, were beaten. They asked them: “Why did you not reach the quota of bricks that you used to make? It happened both yesterday and today.” 15 So the foremen of the Israelites went in and complained to Pharʹaoh: “Why are you treating your servants this way? 16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they are saying to us, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are beaten, but your own people are at fault.” 17 But he said: “You are relaxing,* you are relaxing!* That is why you are saying, ‘We want to go, we want to sacrifice to Jehovah.’ 18 So now go, get back to work! No straw will be given to you, but you must still produce your quota of bricks.” 19 Then the foremen of the Israelites saw that they were in serious trouble because of the order: “You must not reduce your daily quota of bricks at all.” 20 After that they met up with Moses and Aaron, who were standing there to meet them as they came out from Pharʹaoh. 21 At once they said to them: “May Jehovah look upon you and judge, since you have made Pharʹaoh and his servants despise us* and you have put a sword in their hand to kill us.” 22 Then Moses turned to Jehovah and said: “Jehovah, why have you afflicted this people? Why have you sent me? 23 From the time that I went in before Pharʹaoh to speak in your name, he has dealt worse with this people, and you have certainly not rescued your people.”

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”
Lit., “with your mouth.”
Or “will be representing God to him.”
Or “seeking your soul.”
Or “flint knife.”
Or “burdens.”
Or “are lazy.”
Or “are lazy.”
Or “are lazy.”
Or “have made us smell offensive to Pharaoh and to his servants.”


^ (Ex. 4:1-17) However, Moses answered: “But suppose they do not believe me and do not listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘Jehovah did not appear to you.’” 2 Then Jehovah said to him: “What is that in your hand?” He answered: “A rod.” 3 He said: “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Reach out your hand and seize it by the tail.” So he reached out and seized it, and it became a rod in his hand. 5 God then said: “This is so that they may believe that Jehovah the God of their forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Jehovah said to him once more: “Put your hand, please, into the upper fold of your garment.” So he put his hand into the fold of his garment. When he drew it out, why, his hand was stricken with leprosy like snow! 7 Then he said: “Return your hand into the upper fold of your garment.” So he returned his hand into his garment. When he drew it out of the garment, it was restored like the rest of his flesh! 8 He said: “If they will not believe you or pay attention to the first sign, then they will certainly heed the next sign. 9 Still, even if they will not believe these two signs and refuse to listen to your voice, you will take some water from the Nile River and pour it out on the dry land, and the water that you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry land.” 10 Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.” 11 Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you as you speak,* and I will teach you what you should say.” 13 But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to send.” 14 Then Jehovah’s anger blazed against Moses, and he said: “What about your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak very well. And he is now on his way here to meet you. When he sees you, his heart will rejoice. 15 So you must speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with you and him as you speak, and I will teach you men what to do. 16 He will speak for you to the people, and he will be your spokesman, and you will serve as God to him.* 17 And you will take this rod in your hand and perform the signs with it.”

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”
Lit., “with your mouth.”
Or “will be representing God to him.”





^ ***sjj song 3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence***


SONG 3

Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence


(Proverbs 14:26)


	1. O Jehovah, you have given us

a hope that we hold dear.

It’s a hope we find so thrilling

we want the world to hear.

But at times this life’s anxieties

are the cause of fears within,

And the hope that burned so brightly

has suddenly grown dim.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.





	2. So Jehovah, please instill in us

a heart that won’t forget,

For you’ve always been our comfort

when troubled times we’ve met.

And these thoughts that lift and strengthen us

can revive that dying flame,

For they fill our hearts with courage

to speak about your name.

(CHORUS)

You’re our strength, you’re our hope,

you’re our confidence.

Whatever we lack, you supply.

When we preach, when we teach,

we have confidence

because it’s on you we rely.









(See also Ps. 72:13, 14; Prov. 3:5, 6, 26; Jer. 17:7.)





^ (Prov. 14:26) There is strong confidence in the fear of Jehovah, And it will be a refuge for his children.



^ (Ps. 72:13, 14) He will have pity on the lowly and the poor, And the lives* of the poor he will save. 14 From oppression and from violence he will rescue them,* And their blood will be precious in his eyes.

Or “souls.”
Or “redeem their souls.”


^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Prov. 3:26) For Jehovah will prove to be your source of confidence; He will keep your foot from being caught.



^ (Jer. 17:7) Blessed is the man* who puts his trust in Jehovah, Whose confidence is in Jehovah.

Or “strong man.”








^ ***w10 10/15 pp. 13-14 Excuses—How Does Jehovah View Them?***

“I am not good enough.” You may feel that you are not qualified to be a minister of the good news. Some faithful servants of Jehovah in Bible times felt that they were not good enough to handle tasks that Jehovah assigned to them. Take Moses as an example. When he received a specific commission from Jehovah, Moses said: “Excuse me, Jehovah, but I am not a fluent speaker, neither since yesterday nor since before that nor since your speaking to your servant, for I am slow of mouth and slow of tongue.” Although Jehovah reassured him, Moses replied: “Excuse me, Jehovah, but send, please, by the hand of the one whom you are going to send.” (Ex. 4:10-13) What was Jehovah’s reaction?



^ (Ex. 4:10-13) Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.” 11 Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you as you speak,* and I will teach you what you should say.” 13 But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to send.”

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”
Lit., “with your mouth.”








^ ***w14 4/15 p. 9 Do You See “the One Who Is Invisible”?***


5, 6. What helped Moses to fear Jehovah, not Pharaoh?

5 Before Moses returned to Egypt, God taught him a vital principle, the same principle that Moses later recorded in the book of Job: “The fear of Jehovah​—that is wisdom.” (Job 28:28) To help Moses to acquire such fear and act wisely, Jehovah drew a contrast between humans and Almighty God. He asked: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah?”​—Ex. 4:11.

6 What was the lesson? Moses did not need to be afraid. He was sent by Jehovah, who would give Moses whatever he needed to deliver God’s message to Pharaoh. Besides, Pharaoh was no match for Jehovah. After all, this was not the first time God’s servants had been in danger under Egyptian rule. Perhaps Moses meditated on how Jehovah had protected Abraham, Joseph, and even Moses himself during the reigns of past Pharaohs. (Gen. 12:17-19; 41:14, 39-41; Ex. 1:22–2:10) With faith in Jehovah, “the One who is invisible,” Moses courageously appeared before Pharaoh and proclaimed every word that Jehovah commanded Moses to speak.





^ par. 5 (Job 28:28) And he said to man: ‘Look! The fear of Jehovah—that is wisdom, And to turn away from bad is understanding.’”



^ par. 5 (Ex. 4:11) Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah?



^ par. 6 (Gen. 12:17-19) Then Jehovah struck Pharʹaoh and his household with severe plagues because of Sarʹai, Aʹbram’s wife. 18 So Pharʹaoh called Aʹbram and said: “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I was about to take her as my wife? Here is your wife. Take her and go!”



^ par. 6 (Gen. 41:14) So Pharʹaoh sent for Joseph, and they brought him quickly from the prison.* He shaved and changed his clothes and went in to Pharʹaoh.

Lit., “the cistern; the pit.”


^ par. 6 (Gen. 41:39-41) Pharʹaoh then said to Joseph: “Since God has caused you to know all of this, there is no one as discreet and wise as you. 40 You will personally be over my house, and all my people will obey you implicitly. Only in my role as king* will I be greater than you.” 41 And Pharʹaoh added to Joseph: “See, I am putting you over all the land of Egypt.”

Or “Only with regard to the throne.”


^ par. 6 (Ex. 1:22-2:10) Finally Pharʹaoh commanded all his people: “You are to throw every newborn son of the Hebrews into the Nile River, but you are to keep every daughter alive.” 
2 About that time, a certain man of the house of Leʹvi married a daughter of Leʹvi. 2 And the woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw how beautiful he was, she kept him concealed for three months. 3 When she was no longer able to conceal him, she took a papyrus basket* and coated it with bitumen and pitch and put the child in it and placed it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile River. 4 But his sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. 5 When Pharʹaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the Nile, her female attendants were walking by the side of the Nile. And she caught sight of the basket in the middle of the reeds. She immediately sent her slave girl to get it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child, and the boy was crying. She felt compassion for him, but she said: “This is one of the children of the Hebrews.” 7 Then his sister said to Pharʹaoh’s daughter: “Shall I go and call a nursing woman from the Hebrews to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharʹaoh’s daughter said to her: “Go!” At once the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharʹaoh’s daughter then said to her: “Take this child with you and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10 When the child grew older, she brought him to Pharʹaoh’s daughter, and he became a son to her. She named him Moses* and said: “It is because I have drawn him out of the water.”

Or “ark; chest.”
Meaning “Drawn Out,” that is, saved out of the water.








^ ***w10 10/15 p. 14 Excuses—How Does Jehovah View Them?***

Jehovah did not exempt Moses from carrying out the assignment. However, Jehovah did appoint Aaron to assist Moses in handling the task. (Ex. 4:14-17) Moreover, in the years that followed, Jehovah stood by Moses and provided him with whatever he needed to succeed in fulfilling his God-given assignments. Today, you can be confident that Jehovah will move experienced fellow believers to help you too in carrying out your ministry. Above all, God’s Word assures us that Jehovah will qualify us for the work he has commanded us to do.​—2 Cor. 3:5; see the box “The Happiest Years of My Life.”



^ (Ex. 4:14-17) Then Jehovah’s anger blazed against Moses, and he said: “What about your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak very well. And he is now on his way here to meet you. When he sees you, his heart will rejoice. 15 So you must speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with you and him as you speak, and I will teach you men what to do. 16 He will speak for you to the people, and he will be your spokesman, and you will serve as God to him.* 17 And you will take this rod in your hand and perform the signs with it.”

Or “will be representing God to him.”


^ (2 Cor. 3:5) Not that we of ourselves are adequately qualified to consider that anything comes from us, but our being adequately qualified comes from God,









^ ***w04 3/15 p. 28 Questions From Readers***

Zipporah’s expression “you are a bridegroom of blood to me” is an unusual one. What does it indicate about her? By her compliance with the requirements of the circumcision covenant, Zipporah acknowledged a covenant relationship with Jehovah. The Law covenant later made with the Israelites showed that in a covenant relationship, Jehovah can be thought of as a husband and the other party as a wife. (Jeremiah 31:32) Hence, in addressing Jehovah (through his representative angel) as “a bridegroom of blood,” Zipporah appears to have been acknowledging her own submission to the terms of that covenant. It was as if she had accepted a wifely position in the circumcision covenant, with Jehovah God as the husband. In any case, because of her decisive act of obedience to God’s requirement, the life of her son was no longer in danger.



^ (Jer. 31:32) It will not be like the covenant that I made with their forefathers on the day I took hold of their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, ‘my covenant that they broke, although I was their true master,’* declares Jehovah.”

Or possibly, “their husband.”








^ ***it-2 p. 12 Jehovah***

To “know,” therefore, does not necessarily mean merely to be acquainted with or cognizant of something or someone. The foolish Nabal knew David’s name but still asked, “Who is David?” in the sense of asking, “What does he amount to?” (1Sa 25:9-11; compare 2Sa 8:13.) So, too, Pharaoh had said to Moses: “Who is Jehovah, so that I should obey his voice to send Israel away? I do not know Jehovah at all and, what is more, I am not going to send Israel away.” (Ex 5:1, 2) By that, Pharaoh evidently meant that he did not know Jehovah as the true God or as having any authority over Egypt’s king and his affairs, nor as having any might to enforce His will as announced by Moses and Aaron. But now Pharaoh and all Egypt, along with the Israelites, would come to know the real meaning of that name, the person it represented. As Jehovah showed Moses, this would result from God’s carrying out His purpose toward Israel, liberating them, giving them the Promised Land, and thereby fulfilling His covenant with their forefathers. In this way, as God said, “You will certainly know that I am Jehovah your God.”​—Ex 6:4-8; see ALMIGHTY.



^ (1 Sam. 25:9-11) So David’s young men went and told all of this to Naʹbal in David’s name. When they finished, 10 Naʹbal answered David’s servants: “Who is David, and who is the son of Jesʹse? Nowadays many servants are breaking away from their masters. 11 Do I have to take my bread and my water and the meat that I butchered for my shearers and give it to men who come from who knows where?”



^ (2 Sam. 8:13) David also made a name for himself when he came back from striking down 18,000 Eʹdom·ites in the Valley of Salt.



^ (Ex. 5:1, 2) Afterward, Moses and Aaron went in and said to Pharʹaoh: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Send my people away so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.’” 2 But Pharʹaoh said: “Who is Jehovah, that I should obey his voice to send Israel away? I do not know Jehovah at all, and what is more, I will not send Israel away.”



^ (Ex. 6:4-8) I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Caʹnaan, the land in which they lived as foreigners. 5 Now I myself have heard the groaning of the people of Israel, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I remember my covenant. 6 “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am Jehovah, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians and rescue you from their slavery, and I will reclaim you with an outstretched* arm and with great judgments. 7 And I will take you in as my people, and I will be your God, and you will certainly know that I am Jehovah your God who is bringing you out from under the burdens of Egypt. 8 And I will bring you into the land that I swore with an oath* to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as something to possess. I am Jehovah.’”

Or “a powerful.”
Lit., “I raised my hand.”








^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for* her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined* to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves,* because you became so beloved to us.

Or “cherishes.”
Lit., “well-pleased.”
Or “souls.”








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of* the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.

Or “not commercializing; not making profit from.”








^ ***th p. 7 Scriptures Properly Introduced***


STUDY 4

Scriptures Properly Introduced



Matthew 22:41-45

SUMMARY: Prepare the minds of your listeners before you read a scripture.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Determine why you are reading the scripture. Introduce each scripture in a way that draws your listeners’ attention to the key point you are making with the verse.

Take the context into account. Attribute quotations to the correct speaker and Bible books to the correct writer.








	  Cite the Bible as an authority. When you are speaking to people who believe in God, draw attention to the Bible as God’s Word, thus crediting it as the highest source of wisdom.



	  Arouse interest in the scripture. Ask a question that the scripture will answer, pose a problem that the scripture will help solve, or state a principle that the Scriptural account will illustrate.

Take into account what your listeners already know about the subject and the scripture. Introduce even a familiar text in an appealing way, and help your listeners to take a fresh look at it.















^ (Matt. 22:41-45) Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them: 42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him: “David’s.” 43 He asked them: “How is it, then, that David under inspiration calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies beneath your feet”’? 45 If, then, David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”









^ ***bhs pp. 100-102 Is the End of the World Near?***


WHAT WILL YOU DO?

15. (a) Do you believe that we are living in the last days, and why? (b) What will happen to those who obey Jehovah and to those who don’t?

15 Do you believe that we are living in the last days? Many Bible prophecies about the last days are coming true. Soon Jehovah will decide to stop the preaching of the good news and “the end” will come. (Matthew 24:14) What is the end? It is Armageddon, when God will remove all wickedness. Jehovah will use Jesus and his powerful angels to destroy anyone who refuses to obey Him and his Son. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9) After that, Satan and his demons will not mislead people. And all those who want to obey God and accept his Kingdom will see every promise of God come true.​—Revelation 20:1-3; 21:3-5.

16. Since the end is so close, what do you need to do?

16 This world ruled by Satan will soon come to its end. So it is very important that we ask ourselves, ‘What do I need to do?’ Jehovah wants you to learn as much as you can from the Bible. You need to take your study seriously. (John 17:3) Jehovah’s Witnesses have meetings every week to help people understand the Bible. Try to attend those meetings regularly. (Read Hebrews 10:24, 25.) If you learn that you need to make changes, don’t be afraid to make them. As you make them, your friendship with Jehovah will become stronger.​—James 4:8.





^ par. 15 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 15 (2 Thess. 1:6-9) This takes into account that it is righteous on God’s part to repay tribulation to those who make tribulation for you. 7 But you who suffer tribulation will be given relief along with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels 8 in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus. 9 These very ones will undergo the judicial punishment of everlasting destruction from before the Lord and from the glory of his strength,



^ par. 15 (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^ par. 15 (Rev. 21:3-5) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ par. 16 (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ par. 16 (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ par. 16 (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.









^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 61 Forward, You Witnesses!***


SONG 61

Forward, You Witnesses!


(Luke 16:16)


	1. Firm and determined in this time of the end,

Prepared are God’s servants the good news to defend.

The Devil has fought and opposed them.

With Jehovah, they take their stand against him.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.





	2. Servants of Jah do not seek a life of ease;

The world and its rulers we do not try to please.

Unspotted at all times remaining,

Our integrity we will keep maintaining.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.





	3. God and his Kingdom are mocked and pushed aside;

His great name is slandered, its holiness denied.

Let’s share in its sanctification,

And declare it to ev’ry tribe and nation.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.









(See also Ex. 9:16; Phil. 1:7; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4; Jas. 1:27.)





^ (Luke 16:16) “The Law and the Prophets were until John. From then on, the Kingdom of God is being declared as good news, and every sort of person is pressing forward toward it.



^ (Ex. 9:16) But for this very reason I have kept you in existence: to show you my power and to have my name declared in all the earth.



^ (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.



^ (2 Tim. 2:3, 4) As a fine soldier of Christ Jesus, take your part in suffering adversity. 4 No man serving as a soldier involves himself* in the commercial businesses* of life, in order to gain the approval of the one who enrolled him as a soldier.

Lit., “gets entangled.”
Or possibly, “the everyday activities.”


^ (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “religion.”








^ ***jy p. 278-p. 279 par. 2 “Take Courage! I Have Conquered the World”***


CHAPTER 121

“Take Courage! I Have Conquered the World”


JOHN 16:1-33

	           SOON THE APOSTLES WILL SEE JESUS NO MORE



	           THE APOSTLES’ GRIEF WILL TURN INTO JOY








Jesus and the apostles are poised to leave the upper room where they held the Passover meal. Having given them considerable admonition, Jesus adds: “I have said these things to you so that you may not be stumbled.” Why was such a warning appropriate? He tells them: “Men will expel you from the synagogue. In fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he has offered a sacred service to God.”​—John 16:1, 2.

That may be troubling news for the apostles. Although Jesus had said earlier that the world would hate them, he had not directly told them that they would be killed. Why not? “I did not tell you these things at first, because I was with you,” he says. (John 16:4) Now he is forearming them before he departs. This may help them to avoid being stumbled later.

Jesus continues: “I am going to the One who sent me; yet not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’” Earlier that evening they had inquired about where he was going. (John 13:36; 14:5; 16:5) But now, shaken by what he said about persecution, they are absorbed in their own grief. Thus they fail to ask further about the glory that awaits him or what that would mean for true worshippers. Jesus observes: “Because I have told you these things, grief has filled your hearts.”​—John 16:6.

Then Jesus explains: “It is for your benefit that I am going away. For if I do not go away, the helper will not come to you; but if I do go, I will send him to you.” (John 16:7) Only by Jesus’ dying and going to heaven can his disciples receive the holy spirit, which he can send as a helper to his people anywhere on earth.

The holy spirit “will give the world convincing evidence concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment.” (John 16:8) Yes, the world’s failure to exercise faith in God’s Son will be exposed. Jesus’ ascension to heaven will provide convincing evidence of his righteousness and will demonstrate why Satan, “the ruler of this world,” merits adverse judgment.​—John 16:11.

“I still have many things to say to you,” Jesus continues, “but you are not able to bear them now.” When he pours out the holy spirit, it will guide them to an understanding of “all the truth,” and they will be able to live by that truth.​—John 16:12, 13.

The apostles are puzzled by Jesus’ further statement: “In a little while you will see me no longer, and again, in a little while you will see me.” They ask one another what he means. Jesus realizes that they want to question him about this, so he explains: “Most truly I say to you, you will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice; you will be grieved, but your grief will be turned into joy.” (John 16:16, 20) When Jesus is killed the next afternoon, the religious leaders rejoice, but the disciples grieve. Then their grief changes into joy when Jesus is resurrected! And their joy continues when he pours out upon them God’s holy spirit.

Comparing the apostles’ situation to that of a woman during birth pangs, Jesus says: “When a woman is giving birth, she has grief because her hour has come, but when she has given birth to the child, she remembers the tribulation no more because of the joy that a man has been born into the world.” Jesus encourages his apostles, saying: “You also, now you have grief; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.”​—John 16:21, 22.

Up to this time, the apostles have never made requests in Jesus’ name. He now says: “In that day you will make request of the Father in my name.” Why are they to do so? Not because the Father is reluctant to respond. In fact, Jesus says: “The Father himself has affection for you, because you have had affection for me . . . as God’s representative.”​—John 16:26, 27.

Jesus’ encouraging words to the apostles may have emboldened them to affirm: “By this we believe that you came from God.” That conviction will soon be tested. In fact, Jesus describes what is just ahead: “Look! The hour is coming, indeed, it has come, when each one of you will be scattered to his own house and you will leave me alone.” Yet he assures them: “I have said these things to you so that by means of me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage! I have conquered the world.” (John 16:30-33) No, Jesus is not abandoning them. He is sure that they too can be world conquerors, just as he is, by their faithfully accomplishing God’s will despite the attempts of Satan and his world to break their integrity.



	            The apostles are troubled when Jesus gives what warning?



	            Why do the apostles fail to ask Jesus any further questions?



	            How does Jesus illustrate the apostles’ change from grief to joy?











^ (John 16:1-33) “I have said these things to you so that you may not be stumbled. 2 Men will expel you from the synagogue. In fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he has offered a sacred service to God. 3 But they will do these things because they have not come to know either the Father or me. 4 Nevertheless, I have told you these things so that when the hour for them to happen arrives, you will remember that I told them to you. “I did not tell you these things at first, because I was with you. 5 But now I am going to the One who sent me; yet not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 But because I have told you these things, grief has filled your hearts. 7 Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth, it is for your benefit that I am going away. For if I do not go away, the helper will not come to you; but if I do go, I will send him to you. 8 And when that one comes, he will give the world convincing evidence concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment: 9 first concerning sin, because they are not exercising faith in me; 10 then concerning righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 11 then concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged. 12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them now. 13 However, when that one comes, the spirit of the truth, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak of his own initiative, but what he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things to come. 14 That one will glorify me, because he will receive from what is mine and will declare it to you. 15 All the things that the Father has are mine. That is why I said he receives from what is mine and declares it to you. 16 In a little while you will see me no longer, and again, in a little while you will see me.” 17 At that some of his disciples said to one another: “What does he mean by saying to us, ‘In a little while you will not see me, and again, in a little while you will see me,’ and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying: “What does he mean by saying, ‘a little while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew they wanted to question him, so he said to them: “Are you asking one another this because I said: ‘In a little while you will not see me, and again, in a little while you will see me’? 20 Most truly I say to you, you will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice; you will be grieved, but your grief will be turned into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has grief because her hour has come, but when she has given birth to the child, she remembers the tribulation no more because of the joy that a man has been born into the world. 22 So you also, now you have grief; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23 In that day you will ask me no question at all. Most truly I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything, he will give it to you in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for a single thing in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. 25 “I have spoken these things to you in comparisons. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in comparisons, but I will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day you will make request of the Father in my name; in saying this, I do not mean that I will make request for you. 27 For the Father himself has affection for you, because you have had affection for me and have believed that I came as God’s representative. 28 I came as the Father’s representative and have come into the world. Now I am leaving the world and am going to the Father.” 29 His disciples said: “See! Now you are speaking plainly and are not using comparisons. 30 Now we know that you know all things and you do not need to have anyone question you. By this we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them: “Do you believe now? 32 Look! The hour is coming, indeed, it has come, when each one of you will be scattered to his own house and you will leave me alone. But I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you so that by means of me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage! I have conquered the world.”



^ par. 1 (John 16:1, 2) “I have said these things to you so that you may not be stumbled. 2 Men will expel you from the synagogue. In fact, the hour is coming when everyone who kills you will think he has offered a sacred service to God.



^ par. 2 (John 16:4) Nevertheless, I have told you these things so that when the hour for them to happen arrives, you will remember that I told them to you. “I did not tell you these things at first, because I was with you.



^ par. 3 (John 13:36) Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered: “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.”



^ par. 3 (John 14:5) Thomas said to him: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”



^ par. 3 (John 16:5) But now I am going to the One who sent me; yet not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’



^ par. 3 (John 16:6) But because I have told you these things, grief has filled your hearts.



^ par. 4 (John 16:7) Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth, it is for your benefit that I am going away. For if I do not go away, the helper will not come to you; but if I do go, I will send him to you.



^ par. 5 (John 16:8) And when that one comes, he will give the world convincing evidence concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment:



^ par. 5 (John 16:11) then concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.



^ par. 6 (John 16:12, 13) “I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them now. 13 However, when that one comes, the spirit of the truth, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak of his own initiative, but what he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things to come.



^ par. 7 (John 16:16) In a little while you will see me no longer, and again, in a little while you will see me.”



^ par. 7 (John 16:20) Most truly I say to you, you will weep and wail, but the world will rejoice; you will be grieved, but your grief will be turned into joy.



^ par. 8 (John 16:21, 22) When a woman is giving birth, she has grief because her hour has come, but when she has given birth to the child, she remembers the tribulation no more because of the joy that a man has been born into the world. 22 So you also, now you have grief; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy.



^ par. 1 (John 16:26, 27) In that day you will make request of the Father in my name; in saying this, I do not mean that I will make request for you. 27 For the Father himself has affection for you, because you have had affection for me and have believed that I came as God’s representative.



^ par. 2 (John 16:30-33) Now we know that you know all things and you do not need to have anyone question you. By this we believe that you came from God.” 31 Jesus answered them: “Do you believe now? 32 Look! The hour is coming, indeed, it has come, when each one of you will be scattered to his own house and you will leave me alone. But I am not alone, because the Father is with me. 33 I have said these things to you so that by means of me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage! I have conquered the world.”









^ ***sjj song 73 Grant Us Boldness***


SONG 73

Grant Us Boldness


(Acts 4:29)


	1. As we tell about the Kingdom,

As we witness for your name,

There are many who oppose us

And who try to bring us shame.

But instead of fearing men,

It’s really you we must obey.

So we beg you now for your spirit;

O Jehovah, hear what we pray.

(CHORUS)

Grant us boldness as we witness;

Help us overcome our fear.

Give us confidence and courage

So that all the world may hear.

Armageddon draws ever near,

But until that great day is here,

Grant us boldness as we witness.

This is our prayer.





	2. Even though we may be fearful,

You remember we are dust.

Your assurance to support us

Is a promise we can trust.

Give attention to the threats

Of those who persecute and blame.

May you help us all to continue

As we boldly speak in your name.

(CHORUS)

Grant us boldness as we witness;

Help us overcome our fear.

Give us confidence and courage

So that all the world may hear.

Armageddon draws ever near,

But until that great day is here,

Grant us boldness as we witness.

This is our prayer.









(See also 1 Thess. 2:2; Heb. 10:35.)





^ (Acts 4:29) And now, Jehovah, give attention to their threats, and grant to your slaves to keep speaking your word with all boldness,



^ (1 Thess. 2:2) For although we had first suffered and been insolently treated in Phi·lipʹpi, as you know, we mustered up boldness* by means of our God to tell you the good news of God in the face of much opposition.*

Or “courage.”
Or possibly, “amid much struggling.”


^ (Heb. 10:35) Therefore, do not throw away your boldness,* which will be richly rewarded.

Lit., “freeness of speech.”














^ (Ex. 4:1-5:23) However, Moses answered: “But suppose they do not believe me and do not listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘Jehovah did not appear to you.’” 2 Then Jehovah said to him: “What is that in your hand?” He answered: “A rod.” 3 He said: “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Reach out your hand and seize it by the tail.” So he reached out and seized it, and it became a rod in his hand. 5 God then said: “This is so that they may believe that Jehovah the God of their forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Jehovah said to him once more: “Put your hand, please, into the upper fold of your garment.” So he put his hand into the fold of his garment. When he drew it out, why, his hand was stricken with leprosy like snow! 7 Then he said: “Return your hand into the upper fold of your garment.” So he returned his hand into his garment. When he drew it out of the garment, it was restored like the rest of his flesh! 8 He said: “If they will not believe you or pay attention to the first sign, then they will certainly heed the next sign. 9 Still, even if they will not believe these two signs and refuse to listen to your voice, you will take some water from the Nile River and pour it out on the dry land, and the water that you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry land.” 10 Moses now said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been a fluent speaker, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant, for I am slow of speech* and slow of tongue.” 11 Jehovah said to him: “Who made a mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you as you speak,* and I will teach you what you should say.” 13 But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to send.” 14 Then Jehovah’s anger blazed against Moses, and he said: “What about your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak very well. And he is now on his way here to meet you. When he sees you, his heart will rejoice. 15 So you must speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with you and him as you speak, and I will teach you men what to do. 16 He will speak for you to the people, and he will be your spokesman, and you will serve as God to him.* 17 And you will take this rod in your hand and perform the signs with it.” 18 So Moses went back to Jethʹro his father-in-law and said to him: “I want to go, please, and return to my brothers who are in Egypt to see whether they are still alive.” Jethʹro said to Moses: “Go in peace.” 19 After that Jehovah said to Moses in Midʹi·an: “Go, return to Egypt, because all the men who were seeking to kill you* are dead.” 20 Then Moses took his wife and his sons and lifted them onto a donkey, and he started back to the land of Egypt. Moreover, Moses took the rod of the true God in his hand. 21 Then Jehovah said to Moses: “After you have returned to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharʹaoh all the miracles that I have empowered you to do. But I will allow his heart to become obstinate, and he will not send the people away. 22 You must say to Pharʹaoh, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Israel is my son, my firstborn. 23 I say to you, Send my son away so that he may serve me. But if you refuse to send him away, I am going to kill your son, your firstborn.”’” 24 Now on the road at the lodging place, Jehovah met him and was seeking to put him to death. 25 Finally Zip·poʹrah took a flint* and circumcised her son and caused his foreskin to touch his feet and said: “It is because you are a bridegroom of blood to me.” 26 So He let him go. At that time she said, “a bridegroom of blood,” because of the circumcision. 27 Then Jehovah said to Aaron: “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he went and met him at the mountain of the true God and greeted him with a kiss. 28 And Moses told Aaron all the words of Jehovah, who had sent him, and all the signs that He had commanded him to do. 29 After that Moses and Aaron went and gathered all the elders of the Israelites. 30 Aaron told them all the words that Jehovah had spoken to Moses, and he performed the signs before the eyes of the people. 31 At this the people believed. When they heard that Jehovah had turned his attention to the Israelites and that he had seen their affliction, they bowed down and prostrated themselves. 
5 Afterward, Moses and Aaron went in and said to Pharʹaoh: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Send my people away so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.’” 2 But Pharʹaoh said: “Who is Jehovah, that I should obey his voice to send Israel away? I do not know Jehovah at all, and what is more, I will not send Israel away.” 3 But they said: “The God of the Hebrews has communicated with us. Please, we want to make a three-day journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to Jehovah our God; otherwise, he will strike us with disease or with the sword.” 4 The king of Egypt replied to them: “Why is it, Moses and Aaron, that you are taking the people away from their work? Return to your labor!”* 5 And Pharʹaoh continued: “Look at how many people of the land there are, and you would have them rest from their labor.” 6 That same day, Pharʹaoh commanded the taskmasters and their foremen: 7 “You must no longer give straw to the people to make bricks. Let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8 But you must still impose on them the same quota of bricks as they made in the past. Do not reduce it for them, for they are relaxing.* That is why they are crying out, ‘We want to go, we want to sacrifice to our God!’ 9 Make them work harder, and keep them busy so that they will not pay attention to lies.” 10 So the taskmasters and their foremen went out and said to the people: “Here is what Pharʹaoh has said, ‘I am giving you no more straw. 11 Go and get your own straw for yourselves wherever you can find it, but your work will not be reduced at all.’” 12 Then the people scattered throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13 And the taskmasters kept urging them: “You must each finish your work every day, just as when straw was provided.” 14 Also the foremen of the Israelites, whom Pharʹaoh’s taskmasters had appointed over them, were beaten. They asked them: “Why did you not reach the quota of bricks that you used to make? It happened both yesterday and today.” 15 So the foremen of the Israelites went in and complained to Pharʹaoh: “Why are you treating your servants this way? 16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they are saying to us, ‘Make bricks!’ Your servants are beaten, but your own people are at fault.” 17 But he said: “You are relaxing,* you are relaxing!* That is why you are saying, ‘We want to go, we want to sacrifice to Jehovah.’ 18 So now go, get back to work! No straw will be given to you, but you must still produce your quota of bricks.” 19 Then the foremen of the Israelites saw that they were in serious trouble because of the order: “You must not reduce your daily quota of bricks at all.” 20 After that they met up with Moses and Aaron, who were standing there to meet them as they came out from Pharʹaoh. 21 At once they said to them: “May Jehovah look upon you and judge, since you have made Pharʹaoh and his servants despise us* and you have put a sword in their hand to kill us.” 22 Then Moses turned to Jehovah and said: “Jehovah, why have you afflicted this people? Why have you sent me? 23 From the time that I went in before Pharʹaoh to speak in your name, he has dealt worse with this people, and you have certainly not rescued your people.”

Lit., “heavy of mouth.”
Lit., “with your mouth.”
Or “will be representing God to him.”
Or “seeking your soul.”
Or “flint knife.”
Or “burdens.”
Or “are lazy.”
Or “are lazy.”
Or “are lazy.”
Or “have made us smell offensive to Pharaoh and to his servants.”
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