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COVER PICTURE:

Around the globe, young and old are making progress and getting baptized (See study article 11, paragraphs 1-2)
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STUDY ARTICLE 10

Why Get Baptized?


“Let each one of you be baptized.”​—ACTS 2:38.

SONG 34 Walking in Integrity

PREVIEW*




1-2. What often happens when people get baptized, and what should you consider?

HAVE you ever watched a group of baptism candidates? You hear the conviction in their voices as they answer the two questions before they get baptized. You see family members and friends beaming. When the candidates come up out of the water, you hear the applause and see the joy that radiates on their faces. On average, thousands each week take that step, becoming dedicated, baptized Witnesses of Jehovah God.

2 What about you? If you are thinking about getting baptized, you are a bright spot in this wicked world as someone who is “seeking Jehovah.” (Ps. 14:1, 2) This article is addressed to you whether you are young or old. But those of us who are already baptized also want to strengthen our determination to serve Jehovah forever. So let us consider together three of the many reasons for serving Jehovah.






YOU LOVE TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS




[image: Satan using a serpent to talk to Eve.]

Satan has slandered Jehovah’s good name for thousands of years and continues to do so (See paragraphs 3-4)





 3. Why do Jehovah’s servants love truth and righteousness? (Psalm 119:128, 163)

3 Jehovah commanded his people to “love truth.” (Zech. 8:19) Jesus urged his followers to pursue righteousness. (Matt. 5:6) This means that one needs to have a strong desire to do what is right, good, and clean in God’s eyes. Do you love truth and righteousness? We are sure that you do. You hate lies and all that is wrong and wicked. (Read Psalm 119:128, 163.) Lies reflect the personality of Satan, the ruler of this world. (John 8:44; 12:31) One of Satan’s goals is to slander the holy name of Jehovah God. Satan has been spreading lies about our God since the rebellion in Eden. He portrayed Jehovah as a selfish and dishonest Ruler who withholds good from humans. (Gen. 3:1, 4, 5) Satan’s lies about Jehovah have continued to poison the minds and hearts of people. When humans choose not to “love truth,” Satan can lead them into all kinds of unrighteous and wicked conduct.​—Rom. 1:25-31.

 4. How has Jehovah proved to be “the God of truth”? (See also picture.)

4 Jehovah is “the God of truth,” and he generously teaches the truth to those who love him. (Ps. 31:5) By doing so, he lifts them up, freeing them from Satan’s lies. Jehovah also teaches his servants to be honest and righteous. They thus find a measure of dignity and inner peace. (Prov. 13:5, 6) Has he done that for you as you have studied the Bible? You have learned that Jehovah’s ways are best for all humankind and for you personally. (Ps. 77:13) So you want to take your stand for God’s righteousness. (Matt. 6:33) You want to defend truth and help to disprove the slander about our God, Jehovah. How can you do that?

 5. How can you stand up for truth and righteousness?

5 You can choose a life course that says, in effect: “I reject Satan’s lies, and I uphold the truth. I want Jehovah as my Sovereign, and I want to do what he says is right.” How do you take such a stand? Approach Jehovah in prayer and dedicate yourself to him and then make that dedication public by getting baptized. Love for what is true and right is a powerful motive for choosing to get baptized.






YOU LOVE JESUS CHRIST


 6. What reasons does Psalm 45:4 give you for loving Jesus Christ?

6 Why do you love Jesus Christ? Note some compelling reasons found at Psalm 45:4. (Read.) Jesus stands for truth, humility, and righteousness. If you love truth and righteousness, it is understandable that you also love Jesus Christ. Think of how Jesus courageously defended what is true and right. (John 18:37) How, though, does Jesus promote humility?

 7. What do you find appealing about Jesus’ humility?

7 Jesus promotes humility by his example. For instance, he directs all glory to his Father, never to himself. (Mark 10:17, 18; John 5:19) How do you feel about seeing such humility? Does it not move you to love God’s Son and to follow him? Surely it does. Why is Jesus humble? Because he loves and imitates his Father, who is humble. (Ps. 18:35; Heb. 1:3) Are you not drawn to Jesus, who perfectly reflects Jehovah’s qualities?

 8. Why do we love Jesus as our King?

8 We love Jesus as our King because he is the ideal Ruler. Jehovah himself trained his Son and appointed him to rule. (Isa. 50:4, 5) Think, too, of the self-sacrificing love Jesus has shown. (John 13:1) As your King, Jesus fully deserves your love. He explained that those who truly love him​—those whom he calls his friends—​show their love by obeying his commands. (John 14:15; 15:14, 15) What an honor it is to be a friend of Jehovah’s Son!

 9. How is the baptism of Christians similar to that of Christ?

9 One of Jesus’ commands is that his followers get baptized. (Matt. 28:19, 20) He set the example. In some ways, his baptism is different from that of his followers. (See the box “The Baptism of Jesus and the Baptism of His Followers​—How They Differ.”) But in other ways, it is similar. In getting baptized, Jesus presented himself to do his Father’s will. (Heb. 10:7) Similarly, Christ’s followers get baptized as a public symbol that they have dedicated themselves to Jehovah God. Their life is now focused on doing his will, not their own. So they are following their Master’s example.

The Baptism of Jesus and the Baptism of His Followers​—How They Differ




[image: Jesus and John the Baptist standing in water and listening to a voice from heaven after Jesus’ baptism.]



Jesus’ Baptism:

He did not need to dedicate himself to Jehovah, for he was born into a nation dedicated to God.​—Ex. 19:4-8.

He did not need to repent of a sinful course or to request a clean conscience, for he was a perfect, sinless man.​—Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet. 2:22.



[image: A woman getting baptized.]



Baptism of Christ’s Followers:


There is no race or nationality today that is dedicated to Jehovah as was ancient Israel. (Acts 10:34, 35) Jesus’ followers today dedicate themselves to Jehovah before baptism.

For imperfect humans, getting baptized involves repenting of past sins and requesting a clean conscience.​—Acts 2:38; 1 Pet. 3:21.






10. Why should love for Jesus motivate you to get baptized?

10 You accept Jesus as Jehovah’s only-begotten Son and as the King whom God has appointed to rule over us. You see Jesus as a perfect, humble reflection of his Father. You have learned that he fed the hungry, comforted the discouraged, and even healed the sick. (Matt. 14:14-21) You have seen how he leads his congregation today. (Matt. 23:10) And you know that he will do far more in the future as King of God’s Kingdom. How can you show that you love him? By following his example. (John 14:21) You can begin to do just that by dedicating yourself to Jehovah and getting baptized.






YOU LOVE JEHOVAH GOD


11. What would you say is the most important reason for getting baptized, and why is that so?

11 What is the most important reason for getting baptized? Jesus revealed what is the greatest of God’s commandments, saying: “You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.” (Mark 12:30) Do those words describe your love for God?



[image: Collage: Loving gifts from Jehovah. 1. A variety of fresh food. 2. A happy family eats together outdoors. 3. Jesus hangs from a torture stake.]

Jehovah is the Source of every good thing you have ever enjoyed and will ever enjoy (See paragraphs 12-13)





12. Why do you love Jehovah? (See also picture.)

12 There are so many reasons to love Jehovah. For example, you have come to understand that he is “the source of life” and that he is the Giver of “every good gift and every perfect present.” (Ps. 36:9; Jas. 1:17) Every good thing that you enjoy comes from our generous, loving God.

13. What makes the ransom such a wonderful gift?

13 The ransom is a wonderful gift that Jehovah has given to us. Why can we say that? Consider the bond that exists between Jehovah and his Son. Jesus said: “The Father loves me” and “I love the Father.” (John 10:17; 14:31) The bond between them grew stronger over the course of billions of years. (Prov. 8:22, 23, 30) Now think how it must have pained God to allow his Son to suffer and die. Jehovah loves mankind​—including you—​so much that he was willing to give his beloved Son as a sacrifice to enable you and others to live forever. (John 3:16; Gal. 2:20) There can be no greater reason to love God.

14. What is the best goal in life you could ever choose?

14 Your love for Jehovah has grown as you have learned more about him. Surely you want to draw closer to him now and forever. And you can. He kindly encourages you to make his heart rejoice. (Prov. 23:15, 16) You can do that not only by words but also by actions. The way you live your life will show that you truly love Jehovah. (1 John 5:3) That is the best goal in life you could ever choose.

15. How can you demonstrate your love for Jehovah?

15 How can you demonstrate your love for Jehovah? First, you offer a special prayer in which you dedicate yourself to the only true God. (Ps. 40:8) Then, you make that private dedication public by getting baptized. As we discussed earlier in this article, that becomes a happy milestone, a great turning point. You start out on a new life, not for yourself, but for Jehovah. (Rom. 14:8; 1 Pet. 4:1, 2) That may sound like a big step to take, and it is. But it opens the way for the very best life. How so?

16. As Psalm 41:12 suggests, how will Jehovah reward those who devote their life to serving him?

16 Jehovah is the most generous Person. No matter what you give him, he will always give you back far more. (Mark 10:29, 30) He will give you the most interesting, rewarding, and fulfilling life possible, even now in this dying old world. And that is just the beginning. The journey that begins with your baptism does not have to end. You can go on serving your beloved Father forever. The love between you and your Father will continue to grow, and you will actually live as long as he lives, for all eternity.​—Read Psalm 41:12.

17. What can you give Jehovah that he does not already have?

17 When you take the steps of dedication and baptism, you have the privilege of giving something truly precious to your Father. He has given you every good thing, every happy moment, that you have ever enjoyed. In response, you can give the Owner of heaven and earth something that he does not already have​—your willing, devoted service. (Job 1:8; 41:11; Prov. 27:11) What better use could you ever make of your life? Without a doubt, your love for Jehovah is the best reason to get baptized.






WHY WAIT?


18. What questions might you ask?

18 How, then, do you respond to the question, Will you get baptized? Only you can answer. But it might help if you ask yourself, ‘Why wait?’ (Acts 8:36) Remember the three reasons that we have considered. First, you love truth and righteousness. Ask yourself, ‘Do I want to see the day when everyone will speak the truth and do what is right?’ Second, you love Jesus Christ. Ask yourself, ‘Do I want God’s Son as my King, and do I want to follow his example?’ Third, above all, you love Jehovah. Ask yourself, ‘Do I want to make Jehovah’s heart rejoice by serving him as my God?’ If your answers to those questions are yes, then why not get baptized? Why wait?​—Acts 16:33.

19. Why should you not be hesitant about getting baptized? Illustrate. (John 4:34)

19 If you are hesitant about getting baptized, consider an illustration that Jesus used. (Read John 4:34.) Note that Jesus compared doing his Father’s will to food. Why? Food is good for us. Jesus knew that everything that Jehovah asks us to do is good for us. Jehovah does not want us to do anything that would result in our harm. Does Jehovah’s will for you include getting baptized? Yes. (Acts 2:38) Then you can be confident that obeying the command to get baptized will benefit you. If you would not hesitate to enjoy the best meal ever, why hesitate to get baptized?

20. What will we consider in the next article?

20 Why wait? Many might answer this way, “I am not ready yet.” The fact is that the decision to dedicate yourself to Jehovah and to get baptized is the most important decision you will ever make. So it does take time, careful thought, and diligent effort to get ready. But if you have a sincere desire to take that step, what can you do now to prepare yourself? We will consider the answer to that question in the following article.







HOW DO THE FOLLOWING MOVE US TO GET BAPTIZED?


	  Love of truth and righteousness



	  Love for Jesus Christ



	  Love for Jehovah God









SONG 28 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship

^  Baptism is a vital step for every Bible student. What can move a student to take that step? In a word, love. But love for what and for whom? In this article, we will find the answers and discuss what kind of life we can expect as baptized Christians.






^ (Acts 2:38) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit.



^  (Ps. 14:1, 2) The foolish* one says in his heart: “There is no Jehovah.” Their actions are corrupt, and their dealings are detestable; No one is doing good.  2 But Jehovah looks down from heaven on the sons of men To see whether anyone has insight, whether anyone is seeking Jehovah.

Or “senseless.”


^ (Ps. 119:128) Therefore, I consider every instruction* from you to be right; I hate every false path.

Or “order.”


^ (Ps. 119:163) I hate falsehood—I detest it— I love your law.



^  (Zech. 8:19) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth month, the fast of the seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month will be occasions for exultation and joy for the house of Judah—festivals of rejoicing. So love truth and peace.’



^  (Matt. 5:6) “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.*

Or “satisfied.”


^  (Ps. 119:128) Therefore, I consider every instruction* from you to be right; I hate every false path.

Or “order.”


^  (Ps. 119:163) I hate falsehood—I detest it— I love your law.



^  (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began, and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.



^  (John 12:31) Now there is a judging of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.



^  (Gen. 3:1) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?”

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”


^  (Gen. 3:4, 5) At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”



^  (Rom. 1:25-31) They exchanged the truth of God for the lie and venerated* and rendered sacred service to the creation rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. 26 That is why God gave them over to disgraceful sexual passion, for their females changed the natural use of themselves into one contrary to nature; 27 likewise also the males left the natural use of the female and became violently inflamed in their lust toward one another, males with males, working what is obscene and receiving in themselves the full penalty, which was due for their error. 28 Just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God,* God gave them over to a disapproved mental state, to do the things not fitting. 29 And they were filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, and badness, being full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, and malice, being whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, schemers of what is harmful,* disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, false to agreements, having no natural affection, and merciless.

Or “worshipped.”
Or “they did not consider it worthwhile to have accurate knowledge of God.” Lit., “they did not approve of holding God in accurate knowledge.”
Or “inventors of injurious things.”


^  (Ps. 31:5) Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*

Or “the faithful God.”


^  (Prov. 13:5, 6) The righteous one hates lies, But the actions of the wicked bring shame and disgrace.  6 Righteousness protects the one whose way is innocent, But wickedness brings down the sinner.



^  (Ps. 77:13) O God, your ways are holy. What god is as great as you, O God?



^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Ps. 45:4) And in your splendor go on to victory;* Ride in the cause of truth and humility and righteousness, And your right hand will accomplish* awe-inspiring things.

Or “success.”
Lit., “teach you.”


^  (Ps. 45:4) And in your splendor go on to victory;* Ride in the cause of truth and humility and righteousness, And your right hand will accomplish* awe-inspiring things.

Or “success.”
Lit., “teach you.”


^  (John 18:37) So Pilate said to him: “Well, then, are you a king?” Jesus answered: “You yourself are saying that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is on the side of the truth listens to my voice.”



^  (Mark 10:17, 18) As he was going on his way, a man ran up and fell on his knees before him and put the question to him: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit everlasting life?” 18 Jesus said to him: “Why do you call me good? Nobody is good except one, God.



^  (John 5:19) Therefore, in response Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, the Son cannot do a single thing of his own initiative, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever things that One does, these things the Son does also in like manner.



^  (Ps. 18:35) You give me your shield of salvation, Your right hand supports* me, And your humility makes me great.

Or “sustains.”


^  (Heb. 1:3) He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact representation of his very being, and he sustains all things by the word of his power. And after he had made a purification for our sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.



^  (Isa. 50:4, 5) The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has given me the tongue of those taught,* So that I may know how to answer* the tired one with the right word.* He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear to listen like the taught ones.  5 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has opened my ear, And I was not rebellious. I did not turn in the opposite direction.

Or “a well-trained tongue.”
Or possibly, “strengthen.”
Lit., “with a word.”


^  (John 13:1) Now because he knew before the festival of the Passover that his hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father, Jesus, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.



^  (John 14:15) “If you love me, you will observe my commandments.



^  (John 15:14, 15) You are my friends if you do what I am commanding you. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master does. But I have called you friends, because I have made known to you all the things I have heard from my Father.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Heb. 10:7) Then I said: ‘Look! I have come (in the scroll* it is written about me) to do your will, O God.’”

Lit., “in the scroll of the book.”


^ (Ex. 19:4-8) ‘You have seen for yourselves what I did to the Egyptians, in order to carry you on wings of eagles and bring you to myself. 5 Now if you will strictly obey my voice and keep my covenant, you will certainly become my special property* out of all peoples, for the whole earth belongs to me. 6 You will become to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you are to say to the Israelites.” 7 So Moses went and summoned the elders of the people and declared to them all these words that Jehovah had commanded him. 8 After that all the people answered unanimously: “All that Jehovah has spoken, we are willing to do.” Moses immediately took the people’s response to Jehovah.

Or “treasured possession.”


^ (Heb. 4:15) For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tested in all respects as we have, but without sin.



^ (1 Pet. 2:22) He committed no sin, nor was deception found in his mouth.



^ (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.



^ (Acts 2:38) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit.



^ (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



^  (Matt. 14:14-21) When he came ashore, he saw a large crowd, and he felt pity for them, and he cured their sick ones. 15 But when evening fell, his disciples came to him and said: “The place is isolated and the hour is already late; send the crowds away, so that they may go into the villages and buy themselves food.” 16 However, Jesus said to them: “They do not have to leave; you give them something to eat.” 17 They said to him: “We have nothing here except five loaves and two fish.” 18 He said: “Bring them here to me.” 19 And he instructed the crowds to recline on the grass. Then he took the five loaves and two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said a blessing, and after breaking the loaves, he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 So they all ate and were satisfied, and they took up the leftover fragments, 12 baskets full. 21 Now those eating were about 5,000 men, as well as women and young children.



^  (Matt. 23:10) Neither be called leaders, for your Leader is one, the Christ.



^  (John 14:21) Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.”



^  (Mark 12:30) and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’



^  (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^  (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^  (John 10:17) This is why the Father loves me, because I surrender my life, so that I may receive it again.



^  (John 14:31) But for the world to know that I love the Father, I am doing just as the Father has commanded me to do. Get up, let us go from here.



^  (Prov. 8:22, 23) Jehovah produced me as the beginning of his way, The earliest of his achievements of long ago. 23 From ancient times* I was installed, From the start, from times earlier than the earth.

Or “From time immemorial.”


^  (Prov. 8:30) Then I was beside him as a master worker. I was the one he was especially fond of day by day; I rejoiced before him all the time;



^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.



^  (Prov. 23:15, 16) My son, if your heart becomes wise, Then my own heart will rejoice. 16 My innermost being* will find joy When your lips speak what is right.

Lit., “My kidneys.”


^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^  (Rom. 14:8) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah.



^  (1 Pet. 4:1, 2) Since Christ suffered in the flesh, you too arm yourselves with the same mental disposition;* because the person who has suffered in the flesh has desisted from sins, 2 so that he may live the remainder of his time in the flesh, no more for the desires of men, but for God’s will.

Or “resolve; determination.”


^ (Ps. 41:12) As for me, you uphold me because of my integrity; You will keep me in your presence forever.



^  (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”


^  (Ps. 41:12) As for me, you uphold me because of my integrity; You will keep me in your presence forever.



^  (Job 1:8) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^  (Job 41:11) Who has given me anything first that I should repay him? Whatever is under the heavens is mine.



^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^  (Acts 8:36) Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?”



^  (Acts 16:33) And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay.



^ (John 4:34) Jesus said to them: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.



^  (John 4:34) Jesus said to them: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.



^  (Acts 2:38) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit.








STUDY ARTICLE 11

Baptism​—How to Get Ready


“What prevents me from getting baptized?”​—ACTS 8:36.

SONG 50 My Prayer of Dedication

PREVIEW*



[image: People of varying ages and backgrounds, getting baptized.]

Around the globe, young and old are making progress and getting baptized (See paragraphs 1-2)








1-2. If you are not yet ready for baptism, why should you not be discouraged? (See cover picture.)

IF YOU are interested in getting baptized, you have set a wonderful goal for yourself. Are you ready to take that step right now? If you believe that you are and the elders agree, do not hesitate to follow through at the next opportunity. A rewarding life in Jehovah’s service awaits you.

2 On the other hand, have you been told that you need to make further progress before getting baptized? Or do you realize that about yourself? If so, do not be discouraged. You can make progress toward that important step, whether you are young or old.






“WHAT PREVENTS ME?”


 3. What did an Ethiopian court official ask Philip, and what question arises? (Acts 8:36, 38)

3 Read Acts 8:36, 38. A court official from Ethiopia asked Philip the evangelizer: “What prevents me from getting baptized?” The Ethiopian man desired to get baptized, but was he truly ready for that important step?



[image: Philip the evangelizer explaining the Scriptures to the Ethiopian man.]

The Ethiopian official was determined to continue taking in knowledge about Jehovah (See paragraph 4)





 4. How did the Ethiopian show that he was determined to keep learning?

4 The Ethiopian man “had gone to Jerusalem to worship.” (Acts 8:27) He must therefore have been a Jewish proselyte; he had converted to Judaism. No doubt he had learned about Jehovah from the sacred writings of the Hebrew Scriptures. Still, he was eager to learn more. In fact, when Philip met that official on the road, what did Philip find the man doing? Poring over a scroll of the prophet Isaiah’s writings. (Acts 8:28) That was solid spiritual food. The court official was not content simply to learn a few basics; he wanted to keep learning.

 5. What did the Ethiopian do about what he learned?

5 The man was a high official under Queen Candace of Ethiopia; he “was in charge of all her treasure.” (Acts 8:27) So he must have been a busy man with many responsibilities. Yet, he took time to worship Jehovah. He was not content with learning the truth; he acted on what he learned. He therefore traveled all the way from Ethiopia in order to worship Jehovah at the temple in Jerusalem. That journey must have involved a great deal of time and expense, but the man spared no effort where Jehovah’s worship was concerned.

6-7. How did the Ethiopian’s love for Jehovah continue to grow?

6 The Ethiopian learned from Philip some vital new truths, including the identity of the Messiah. (Acts 8:34, 35) This court official was surely touched to learn what Jesus had done for him. How would he respond? He could have remained as he was, a respected Jewish proselyte. Instead, his love for Jehovah and His Son grew. He was moved to make the life-changing decision to get baptized as a follower of Jesus Christ. Seeing that the man was ready, Philip baptized him.

7 If you follow that Ethiopian’s example, you can get ready for baptism. You too will be able to say with real confidence, “What prevents me from getting baptized?” Let us consider how you can follow the same steps he took: He kept learning, he acted on what he learned, and he continued to grow in his love for God.






KEEP LEARNING


 8. How does John 17:3 apply to you?

8 Read John 17:3. Did these words of Jesus help you decide to study the Bible? That is true for many of us. But do the same words also tell us to keep on learning? Yes. We will never stop “coming to know . . . the only true God.” (Eccl. 3:11) For all eternity, we will keep learning. The more we learn, the closer we will draw to Jehovah.​—Ps. 73:28.

 9. What do we need to do after gaining basic knowledge of the truth?

9 Understandably, learning about Jehovah starts with the basics. In his letter to the Hebrews, the apostle Paul referred to basic teachings as “the elementary things.” He was not belittling “the primary doctrine”; he was comparing it to the milk that nourishes a baby. (Heb. 5:12; 6:1) But he also urged all Christians to keep moving beyond those basic teachings and to learn the deeper truths of God’s Word. Have you developed a hunger for the deeper teachings of the Bible? Are you willing to keep growing, to keep learning about Jehovah and his purposes?

10. Why might some find it a challenge to study?

10 For many of us, though, it is a challenge to study. What about you? At school, did you learn to read and study effectively? Did you find study to be enjoyable and rewarding? Or did you conclude that you are not good at learning from books? If so, you are not alone. However, Jehovah can help you. He is perfect and is the best Teacher there is.

11. How does Jehovah prove to be the “Grand Instructor”?

11 Jehovah calls himself “your Grand Instructor.” (Isa. 30:20, 21) He is a patient, kind, understanding Teacher. He looks for the good in his students. (Ps. 130:3) And he never expects more of us than we can do. Remember, he designed your brain, a wonderful gift. (Ps. 139:14) We have a natural hunger to learn. Our Creator wants us to keep learning forever​—and to enjoy it. So it is wise to “form a longing” for Bible truths now. (1 Pet. 2:2) Set goals that you can reach, and stick to a schedule of Bible reading and study. (Josh. 1:8) With Jehovah’s blessing, you will come to enjoy reading and learning about him more and more.

12. Why should we focus on Jesus in our personal study?

12 Regularly spend time meditating on Jesus’ life and ministry. Our following Jesus’ steps closely is the key to serving Jehovah, especially in these difficult times. (1 Pet. 2:21) Jesus spoke frankly about the challenges his followers would face. (Luke 14:27, 28) Yet, he was confident that his true followers could succeed, as he did. (John 16:33) Study details of Jesus’ life course, and set goals to imitate him in your daily life.

13. What should you keep asking Jehovah for, and why?

13 Knowledge alone is never enough. Its primary value is in how it helps you to learn more about Jehovah and to develop such qualities as love for him and faith in him. (1 Cor. 8:1-3) As you continue learning, keep asking Jehovah to help you gain more faith. (Luke 17:5) He generously answers such prayers. Genuine faith based on accurate knowledge of our God will help you take further action.​—Jas. 2:26.






KEEP ACTING ON WHAT YOU LEARN




[image: Noah and his family busily building the ark and preparing food.]

Before the Flood, Noah and his family faithfully acted on what they learned (See paragraph 14)





14. How did the apostle Peter highlight the importance of acting on what we learn? (See also picture.)

14 The apostle Peter highlighted how important it is for followers of Christ to keep acting on what they learn. He referred to the Bible account about Noah. Jehovah told Noah that by means of a flood, He was going to bring destruction on the wicked people of that day. Simply knowing that a flood was coming was not enough to save Noah and his family. Note that Peter referred to the time period before the Flood “while the ark was being constructed.” (1 Pet. 3:20) Yes, Noah and his family acted on what they learned from God by building an ark, a huge vessel. (Heb. 11:7) Peter then compared what Noah did to baptism, writing: “Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you.” (1 Pet. 3:21) In a sense, we might compare the work you are doing now to prepare for baptism to the work Noah and his family did for years to build the ark. What work do you need to do in order to get ready for baptism?

15. What does genuine repentance involve?

15 One of the first things we must do is sincerely repent of our sins. (Acts 2:37, 38) Genuine repentance leads to genuine change. Have you put away any practices that displease Jehovah, such as living immorally, using tobacco, or using foul or abusive language? (1 Cor. 6:9, 10; 2 Cor. 7:1; Eph. 4:29) If you have not yet done so, keep trying to make changes. Talk to the person studying the Bible with you, or ask the congregation elders for help and guidance. If you are young and are living at home, keep asking your parents for help to break any bad habits that might prevent you from getting baptized.

16. What does a good spiritual routine include?

16 It is also important to follow a good spiritual routine. That would include attending Christian meetings and participating in them. (Heb. 10:24, 25) And once you qualify to engage in the Christian ministry, make that part of your routine as well. The more you share in that lifesaving work, the more you will enjoy it. (2 Tim. 4:5) If you are young and living at home, ask yourself: ‘Do my parents need to remind me to attend the meetings or to join in the ministry? Or do I take the initiative myself?’ By taking such actions on your own, you express your faith and show your love and gratitude to Jehovah God. These are “deeds of godly devotion,” gifts you offer to Jehovah. (2 Pet. 3:11; Heb. 13:15) All gifts that we offer freely and without being pressured are pleasing to our God. (Compare 2 Corinthians 9:7.) We take such actions because we delight in offering our best to Jehovah.






KEEP GROWING IN YOUR LOVE FOR JEHOVAH


17-18. What vital quality will help you to progress toward baptism, and why? (Proverbs 3:3-6)

17 As you continue to progress toward baptism, you will face challenges. Some people may ridicule you for your new faith; they may even oppose or persecute you. (2 Tim. 3:12) As you work to overcome a bad habit, you may suffer an occasional relapse. Or you may just feel impatient and frustrated because your goal seems far away. What will help you to endure? A vital quality​—love for Jehovah.

18 Your love for Jehovah is a beautiful quality, the very best you have. (Read Proverbs 3:3-6.) Strong love for God can help you to face life’s challenges successfully. The Bible often refers to Jehovah’s loyal love for his servants. This is a strong attachment that never quits, never lets go. (Ps. 100:5) You are made in God’s image. (Gen. 1:26) How can you reflect that kind of love?



[image: A sister happily observing a bird from a window.]

You can express your gratitude to Jehovah daily (See paragraph 19)*





19. How can you deepen your gratitude for all that Jehovah has done for you? (Galatians 2:20)

19 Start with gratitude. (1 Thess. 5:18) Each day, ask yourself, ‘How has Jehovah shown love to me?’ Then make sure to thank Jehovah in your prayers, mentioning specific things that he has done for you. See his acts of love as personal, directed to you as an individual, just as the apostle Paul came to realize this about Jehovah. (Read Galatians 2:20.) Ask yourself, ‘Do I want to show him my love in return?’ Love for Jehovah will help you to keep resisting temptations and to face challenges with success. It will move you to hold on to your spiritual routine, consistently showing your love for your Father day by day.

20. What is involved in dedicating yourself to Jehovah, and how important is this decision?

20 In time, your love for Jehovah will move you to say a special prayer. You will dedicate yourself to God. Remember, once you are dedicated to Jehovah, you have this marvelous prospect: You can belong to him for all eternity. A vow of dedication to Jehovah endures beyond life’s ups and downs. It never needs to be renewed. True, when we make a dedication, we are taking a serious step. Consider this, though: You will make many decisions in your life, some of them very good, but you will never make a better one than that of dedicating your life to Jehovah. (Ps. 50:14) Satan will try to weaken your love for your Father, hoping that you will give up your integrity. Never let Satan win! (Job 27:5) Your strong love for Jehovah will help you live up to your dedication and grow ever closer to your heavenly Father.

21. Why can we say that baptism is not the end but the beginning?

21 After you make your dedication to Jehovah, talk to the elders in your congregation about taking that next vital step. Always remember, though, that baptism is not the end but the beginning. It begins an endless life course of serving Jehovah. So strengthen your love for your Father now. Set goals so that your love can grow stronger day by day. Such a course will lead you to baptism. That will be a wonderful day. But this is just the beginning. May your love for Jehovah and for his Son keep on growing forever!







HOW DO THE FOLLOWING STEPS LEAD TO BAPTISM?


	  Continuing to learn about Jehovah



	  Continuing to act on what you learn



	  Continuing to grow in your love for Jehovah









SONG 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”

^  In order to progress toward baptism, we need to have the right motive. We also need to take the right actions. Using the example of an Ethiopian court official, we will consider what steps a Bible student needs to take in order to qualify for baptism.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A young sister tells Jehovah in prayer how grateful she is for what he has provided.






^ (Acts 8:36) Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?”



^ (Acts 8:36) Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?”



^ (Acts 8:38) With that he commanded the chariot to halt, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.



^  (Acts 8:36) Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?”



^  (Acts 8:38) With that he commanded the chariot to halt, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.



^  (Acts 8:27) With that he got up and went, and look! an E·thi·oʹpi·an eunuch, a man who had authority under Can·daʹce, queen of the E·thi·oʹpi·ans, and who was in charge of all her treasure. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship,



^  (Acts 8:28) and he was returning and was sitting in his chariot, reading aloud the prophet Isaiah.



^  (Acts 8:27) With that he got up and went, and look! an E·thi·oʹpi·an eunuch, a man who had authority under Can·daʹce, queen of the E·thi·oʹpi·ans, and who was in charge of all her treasure. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship,



^  (Acts 8:34, 35) The eunuch then said to Philip: “I beg you, about whom does the prophet say this? About himself or about some other man?” 35 Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he declared to him the good news about Jesus.



^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Eccl. 3:11) He has made everything beautiful* in its time. He has even put eternity in their heart; yet mankind will never find out the work that the true God has made from start to finish.

Or “well-arranged; proper; appropriate.”


^  (Ps. 73:28) But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.



^  (Heb. 5:12) For although by now* you should be teachers, you again need someone to teach you from the beginning the elementary things of the sacred pronouncements of God, and you have gone back to needing milk, not solid food.

Lit., “in view of the time.”


^  (Heb. 6:1) Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^  (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^  (Ps. 130:3) If errors were what you watch,* O Jah,* Then who, O Jehovah, could stand?

Or “keep track of.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Ps. 139:14) I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well.

Or “My soul knows.”


^  (1 Pet. 2:2) As newborn infants, form a longing for the unadulterated* milk of the word, so that by means of it you may grow to salvation,

Or “pure.”


^  (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^  (1 Pet. 2:21) In fact, to this course you were called, because even Christ suffered for you, leaving a model for you to follow his steps closely.



^  (Luke 14:27, 28) Whoever does not carry his torture stake and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it?



^  (John 16:33) I have said these things to you so that by means of me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage! I have conquered the world.”



^  (1 Cor. 8:1-3) Now concerning food offered to idols: We know we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone thinks he knows something, he does not yet know it as he should know it. 3 But if anyone loves God, this one is known by him.



^  (Luke 17:5) Now the apostles said to the Lord: “Give us more faith.”



^  (Jas. 2:26) Indeed, just as the body without spirit* is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

Or “breath.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:20) who had formerly been disobedient when God was patiently waiting* in Noah’s day, while the ark was being constructed, in which a few people, that is, eight souls,* were carried safely through the water.

Lit., “the patience of God was waiting.”
Or “persons.”


^  (Heb. 11:7) By faith Noah, after receiving divine warning of things not yet seen, showed godly fear and constructed an ark for the saving of his household; and through this faith he condemned the world, and he became an heir of the righteousness that results from faith.



^  (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.



^  (Acts 2:37, 38) Now when they heard this, they were stabbed to the heart, and they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Men, brothers, what should we do?” 38 Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit.



^  (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^  (2 Cor. 7:1) Therefore, since we have these promises, beloved ones, let us cleanse ourselves of every defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.



^  (Eph. 4:29) Let a rotten word not come out of your mouth, but only what is good for building up as the need may be, to impart what is beneficial to the hearers.



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (2 Tim. 4:5) You, though, keep your senses in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelizer, fully accomplish your ministry.



^  (2 Pet. 3:11) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion,



^  (Heb. 13:15) Through him let us always offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that make public declaration to his name.



^  (2 Cor. 9:7) Let each one do just as he has resolved in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.



^ (Prov. 3:3-6) Do not let loyal love and faithfulness* leave you. Tie them around your neck; Write them on the tablet of your heart;  4 Then you will find favor and good insight In the eyes of God and man.  5 Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Or “truth.”
Lit., “lean.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:12) In fact, all those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.



^  (Prov. 3:3-6) Do not let loyal love and faithfulness* leave you. Tie them around your neck; Write them on the tablet of your heart;  4 Then you will find favor and good insight In the eyes of God and man.  5 Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Or “truth.”
Lit., “lean.”


^  (Ps. 100:5) For Jehovah is good; His loyal love endures forever, And his faithfulness through all generations.



^  (Gen. 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.”



^ (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.



^  (1 Thess. 5:18) Give thanks for everything. This is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.



^  (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.



^  (Ps. 50:14) Offer thanksgiving as your sacrifice to God, And pay your vows to the Most High;



^  (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”







Questions From Readers





Why did the man called “So-and-so” say it would “ruin” his own inheritance if he married Ruth? (Ruth 4:1, 6)

If a married man in Bible times died childless, some questions needed answering: What would happen to any land he owned? Would his family name be lost forever? The Mosaic Law addressed such questions.

What happened to the land of a man who died or who became poor and sold his land? A brother or a close relative could redeem, or repurchase, that land. This would keep it within the family.​—Lev. 25:23-28; Num. 27:8-11.

How was the deceased man’s family name preserved? By means of levirate, or brother-in-law, marriage, which was used in the case of Ruth. A man would marry his brother’s widow to produce an heir who would take on the dead man’s name and inherit his property. This loving arrangement also cared for the widow.​—Deut. 25:5-7; Matt. 22:23-28.

Consider the example of Naomi. She was married to a man named Elimelech. When he and their two sons died, she was left without a breadwinner to care for her. (Ruth 1:1-5) Once back in Judah, Naomi directed her daughter-in-law Ruth to ask Boaz to act as a repurchaser of the land. He was a close relative of Elimelech. (Ruth 2:1, 19, 20; 3:1-4) But Boaz realized that another relative, whom the Bible calls “So-and-so,” was a closer relative. He thus had first claim to act as a repurchaser.​—Ruth 3:9, 12, 13.

Initially, “So-and-so” was willing to help. (Ruth 4:1-4) Although it would involve some expense, he realized that Naomi would be unable to bear a child who would inherit the land from Elimelech. The land would, in effect, be added to So-and-so’s land inheritance, so this could appear to be a good investment.

But So-and-so changed his mind when he realized that Ruth was available for remarriage. He said: “I am unable to repurchase it, for I may ruin my own inheritance.” (Ruth 4:5, 6) Why did he change his mind?

If So-and-so or someone else married Ruth and she gave birth to a son, that son would inherit Elimelech’s land. How would this “ruin” So-and-so’s “inheritance”? The Bible does not say, but here are some possible ways.

	  First, the money he spent would seem to be a waste, for Elimelech’s land ultimately would not be his. It would go to Ruth’s son.



	  Second, he would have the responsibility to feed and care for both Naomi and Ruth.



	  Third, if Ruth bore other children by So-and-so, they would share the inheritance with any children he had.



	  Fourth, if So-and-so did not have other children of his own, a son Ruth bore would have rights to both Elimelech’s and So-and-so’s land. He would thus lose his land to a child who bore Elimelech’s name, not his. So-and-so was not willing to risk his inheritance to help Naomi. He preferred to allow the next repurchaser in line, Boaz, to take on that responsibility. Boaz did so because he wanted “to restore the name of the dead man to his inheritance.”​—Ruth 4:10.





So-and-so was apparently more interested in maintaining his own name and inheritance. Selfishness dominated his thinking. But rather than preserve his name, So-and-so’s name became lost to history. He also missed out on the special privilege that Boaz received, to be listed in the line of descent leading to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. What a sad result for So-and-so because he selfishly avoided the opportunity to help someone in need!​—Matt. 1:5; Luke 3:23, 32.











^ (Ruth 4:1) Now Boʹaz went up to the city gate and sat there. And look! the repurchaser whom Boʹaz had mentioned passed by. At that Boʹaz said: “Come here and sit down, So-and-so.” And he went over and sat down.



^ (Ruth 4:6) To this the repurchaser said: “I am unable to repurchase it, for I may ruin my own inheritance. Repurchase it for yourself with my right of repurchase, because I am not able to repurchase it.”



^  (Lev. 25:23-28) “‘The land should not be sold on a permanent basis, because the land is mine. For you are foreign residents and settlers from my standpoint. 24 Throughout the land of your possession, you should grant the right of buying back the land. 25 “‘If your brother becomes poor and has to sell some of his property, a repurchaser who is closely related to him must come and buy back what his brother sold. 26 If anyone has no repurchaser but he becomes prosperous and finds the means to repurchase it, 27 he should calculate its value for the years since he sold it and refund the difference to the man whom he sold it to. Then he may return to his property. 28 “‘But if he does not find the means to get it back from him, what he sold will remain with the purchaser until the Jubilee year; and it will revert to him in the Jubilee, and he will return to his property.



^  (Num. 27:8-11) And tell the Israelites, ‘If a man dies without having a son, you must then cause his inheritance to pass to his daughter. 9 And if he has no daughter, you will give his inheritance to his brothers. 10 And if he has no brothers, you will give his inheritance to his father’s brothers. 11 And if his father has no brothers, you will give his inheritance to the closest blood relative in his family, and he will take possession of it. This will serve as a statute by judicial decision for the Israelites, just as Jehovah has commanded Moses.’”



^  (Deut. 25:5-7) “If brothers dwell together and one of them dies without having a son, the wife of the dead one should not marry someone from outside the family. Her brother-in-law should go to her, take her as his wife, and perform brother-in-law marriage with her. 6 The firstborn whom she will bear will carry on the name of his dead brother, so that his name may not be wiped out of Israel. 7 “Now if the man does not want to marry his brother’s widow, his brother’s widow should then go to the elders at the city gate and say, ‘My husband’s brother has refused to preserve his brother’s name in Israel. He has not consented to perform brother-in-law marriage with me.’



^  (Matt. 22:23-28) On that day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came and asked him: 24 “Teacher, Moses said: ‘If any man dies without having children, his brother must marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.’ 25 Now there were seven brothers with us. The first married and died, and having no offspring, he left his wife for his brother. 26 The same thing happened with the second and the third, through all seven. 27 Last of all, the woman died. 28 So in the resurrection, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her as a wife.”



^  (Ruth 1:1-5) Now in the days when the judges administered justice,* a famine occurred in the land; and a man went from Bethʹle·hem in Judah to reside as a foreigner in the fields* of Moʹab, he along with his wife and his two sons. 2 The man’s name was E·limʹe·lech,* his wife’s name was Na·oʹmi,* and the names of his two sons were Mahʹlon* and Chilʹi·on.* They were Ephʹrath·ites from Bethʹle·hem in Judah. And they came to the fields of Moʹab and remained there. 3 After some time E·limʹe·lech, Na·oʹmi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 The men later married Moʹab·ite women; one was named Orʹpah, and the other was named Ruth. They remained there for about ten years. 5 Then the two sons, Mahʹlon and Chilʹi·on, also died, and the woman was left without her two children and her husband.

Lit., “judged.”
Or “region.”
Meaning “My God Is King.”
Meaning “My Pleasantness.”
Possibly from a Hebrew word meaning “grow weak; fall sick.”
Meaning “One Failing; One Coming to an End.”


^  (Ruth 2:1) Now Na·oʹmi had a relative on her husband’s side who was very wealthy; his name was Boʹaz, and he was of the family of E·limʹe·lech.



^  (Ruth 2:19, 20) Her mother-in-law then said to her: “Where did you glean today? Where did you work? May the one who took notice of you be blessed.” So she told her mother-in-law about whom she had worked with, saying: “The name of the man I worked with today is Boʹaz.” 20 At that Na·oʹmi said to her daughter-in-law: “May he be blessed by Jehovah, who has not failed in his loyal love toward the living and the dead.” Na·oʹmi continued: “The man is related to us. He is one of our repurchasers.”*

Or “one of our relatives with the right to repurchase (redeem).”


^  (Ruth 3:1-4) Na·oʹmi, her mother-in-law, now said to her: “My daughter, should I not look for a home* for you, so that it may go well with you? 2 Is not Boʹaz our relative? He is the one whose young women you were with. Tonight he is winnowing barley at the threshing floor. 3 So wash yourself and rub on some perfumed oil; then dress up* and go down to the threshing floor. Do not make your presence known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 4 When he lies down, take note of the place where he lies down; then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you what you should do.”

Lit., “resting-place.”
Or “put on your outer garments.”


^  (Ruth 3:9) He said: “Who are you?” She replied: “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread out your garment* over your servant, for you are a repurchaser.”

Or “the skirt of your garment.”


^  (Ruth 3:12, 13) While it is true that I am a repurchaser, there is a repurchaser more closely related than I am. 13 Stay here tonight, and if he will repurchase you in the morning, fine! Let him repurchase you. But if he does not want to repurchase you, I will then repurchase you myself, as surely as Jehovah lives. Lie down here until the morning.”



^  (Ruth 4:1-4) Now Boʹaz went up to the city gate and sat there. And look! the repurchaser whom Boʹaz had mentioned passed by. At that Boʹaz said: “Come here and sit down, So-and-so.” And he went over and sat down. 2 Then Boʹaz took ten of the city elders and said: “Sit down here.” So they sat down. 3 Boʹaz now said to the repurchaser: “Na·oʹmi, who has returned from the fields of Moʹab, must sell the plot of land that belonged to our brother E·limʹe·lech. 4 So I thought I should disclose it to you and say, ‘Buy it in front of the inhabitants and the elders of my people. If you will repurchase it, repurchase it. But if you will not repurchase it, tell me so that I will know, for you have the claim to repurchase it, and I am next in line after you.’” He replied: “I am willing to repurchase it.”



^  (Ruth 4:5, 6) Then Boʹaz said: “On the day you buy the field from Na·oʹmi, you must also buy it from Ruth the Moʹab·i·tess, the wife of the dead man, in order to restore the name of the dead man to his inheritance.” 6 To this the repurchaser said: “I am unable to repurchase it, for I may ruin my own inheritance. Repurchase it for yourself with my right of repurchase, because I am not able to repurchase it.”



^  (Ruth 4:10) I am also acquiring Ruth the Moʹab·i·tess, the wife of Mahʹlon, as a wife to restore the name of the dead man to his inheritance, so that the name of the dead man will not be cut off from among his brothers and from the city gate of his home. You are witnesses today.”



^  (Matt. 1:5) Salʹmon became father to Boʹaz by Raʹhab; Boʹaz became father to Oʹbed by Ruth; Oʹbed became father to Jesʹse;



^  (Luke 3:23) When Jesus began his work, he was about 30 years old, being the son, as the opinion was, of Joseph, son of Heʹli,



^  (Luke 3:32) son of Jesʹse, son of Oʹbed, son of Boʹaz, son of Salʹmon, son of Nahʹshon,








STUDY ARTICLE 12

Learn More About Jehovah Through His Creation


“His invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made.”​—ROM. 1:20.

SONG 6 The Heavens Declare God’s Glory

PREVIEW*




 1. What is one way in which Job came to know Jehovah better?

OF ALL the conversations Job had throughout his life, one in particular must have stood out​—the conversation he had with Jehovah God. To strengthen Job’s confidence in His wisdom and ability to care for His servants, Jehovah pointed to some extraordinary features of nature. For instance, Job was reminded that God provides for the animals, so He could also take care of Job. (Job 38:39-41; 39:1, 5, 13-16) By considering examples from creation, Job learned a great deal about the qualities of his God.

 2. Why may we find it challenging to examine Jehovah’s creation?

2 We too can learn more about our God when we examine his creative works. However, we may not always find it easy to do so. If we live in a city, we may see little evidence of nature in our daily lives. Even if we do live close to nature, we may feel that we have little time to study it. So let us discuss why it is worthwhile to take the time and make the effort to observe creation. We will consider how Jehovah and Jesus used creation to teach and what we can do to learn further lessons from nature.






WHY SHOULD WE OBSERVE CREATION?




[image: Adam curiously watching a snail on a rock.]

Jehovah wanted Adam to enjoy His creation and to name the animals (See paragraph 3)





 3. What shows that Jehovah wanted Adam to enjoy creation?

3 Jehovah wanted the first human to enjoy His creation. When God made Adam, He gave him an unspoiled paradise to explore and assigned him to cultivate and expand that paradise. (Gen. 2:8, 9, 15) Imagine Adam’s excitement as he watched seeds germinate and flowers blossom. What a privilege Adam had to care for the garden of Eden! Jehovah also invited Adam to name the different animals. (Gen. 2:19, 20) Jehovah could have chosen each name himself; instead, he delegated the task to Adam. No doubt before deciding what to call them, Adam studied the animals carefully, observing their specific traits and behaviors. Adam must have enjoyed this experience. It surely gave him an opportunity to increase his appreciation for his Father’s wisdom, artistry, and creativity.

 4. (a) What is one reason why we should examine creation? (b) What creative works do you especially appreciate?

4 One reason why we should examine creation is that Jehovah wants us to do so. “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see,” he invites us. Then he asks: “Who has created these things?” The answer is clear. (Isa. 40:26) Jehovah filled not only the heavens but also the earth and the sea with a number of amazing creative works that we can learn from. (Ps. 104:24, 25) And just think of the way God made us. He instilled in us an appreciation for natural beauty. He also made it possible for us to enjoy the variety of his creation by means of our five senses​—sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell.

 5. According to Romans 1:20, how do we benefit from studying Jehovah’s creation?

5 The Bible reveals another important reason why we should examine creation. It teaches us about Jehovah’s qualities. (Read Romans 1:20.) For instance, consider the designs that are so obviously present in nature. Do they not reveal God’s wisdom? And think about the variety of foods we can enjoy. That is clear proof of his love for mankind. When we perceive Jehovah’s personality from the things he made, we come to know him better and we are moved to draw closer to him. Now let us look at some ways in which Jehovah has used creation to teach humans important lessons.






GOD USES CREATION TO TEACH US ABOUT HIMSELF


 6. What lesson can we learn from observing migrating birds?

6 Jehovah has a timetable. Every year between the end of February and mid-May, the Israelites would see storks flying over the land as they migrated northward. “The stork in the sky knows its seasons,” God told the Israelites. (Jer. 8:7) Just as Jehovah has set a timetable for these birds, he has set a time to execute his judgments. Today as we observe migrating birds, we are reminded that we can trust that Jehovah has an “appointed time” to bring an end to this wicked world.​—Hab. 2:3.

 7. What assurance can watching the flight of a bird give us? (Isaiah 40:31)

7 Jehovah empowers his servants. Through Isaiah, Jehovah promised that He would strengthen His people to “soar on wings like eagles” when they felt weak or downhearted. (Read Isaiah 40:31.) The Israelites were used to seeing eagles soaring upward on rising air currents with minimal effort. What a wonderful reminder that just as Jehovah has given power to those birds, he can also empower his servants! When you see a mighty bird soaring higher and higher in the sky with hardly a beat of its wings, remember that Jehovah can give you strength to rise above your problems.

 8. What did Job learn from considering God’s creative works, and what can we learn?

8 Jehovah is worthy of our trust. Jehovah helped Job to increase his trust in Him. (Job 32:2; 40:6-8) In conversation with Job, God referred to many aspects of creation, including the stars, the clouds, and the lightning bolts. Jehovah also spoke about the animals, such as the wild bull and the horse. (Job 38:32-35; 39:9, 19, 20) All these things provided evidence not only of God’s awesome power but also of his love and great wisdom. Thanks to this conversation, Job came to trust in Jehovah as never before. (Job 42:1-6) Similarly, when we study creation, we are reminded that Jehovah is infinitely wiser and more powerful than we are. He also can and will put an end to all our trials. This fact can help strengthen our trust in him.






JESUS USED CREATION TO TEACH ABOUT HIS FATHER


9-10. What do the sun and the rain tell us about Jehovah?

9 Jesus was well-acquainted with nature. As “a master worker,” he had the privilege of sharing with his Father in the creation of the universe. (Prov. 8:30) Later, while Jesus was on earth, he used creation to teach his disciples about his Father. Consider a few lessons he taught.

10 Jehovah extends his love to everyone. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus drew the attention of his disciples to two aspects of creation that many people take for granted: sunshine and rain. Both of these are essential for the preservation of life. Jehovah could have withheld these from undeserving humans. Instead, he lovingly provides the sun and the rain for all. (Matt. 5:43-45) Jesus used this lesson to teach his disciples that Jehovah wants us to show love toward everyone. Whenever we enjoy a stunning sunset or see a refreshing rain shower, we can reflect on Jehovah’s impartial love. His example can move us to show similar love by preaching to all.

11. What encouragement can we draw from observing the birds of heaven?

11 Jehovah provides for our physical needs. In the same sermon, Jesus also said: “Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them.” Possibly, Jesus’ audience could see birds flying overhead when he asked them: “Are you not worth more than they are?” (Matt. 6:26) What a loving way to assure us that Jehovah will care for our physical needs! (Matt. 6:31, 32) This lesson drawn from creation continues to encourage faithful servants. A young pioneer sister in Spain was feeling discouraged because she could not find a suitable place to live. But after seeing birds feeding on seeds and berries, she felt more positive. She says, “Those birds reminded me that Jehovah cares for them and that he will also take care of me.” Sure enough, the sister soon found accommodations.

12. According to Matthew 10:29-31, what do sparrows reveal about Jehovah?

12 Jehovah values us as individuals. Before sending out his apostles to preach, Jesus helped them to overcome their fear of opposition. (Read Matthew 10:29-31.) He did so by talking about one of the most common birds in Israel: the sparrow. Those birds had little value in Jesus’ day. But he told his disciples: “Not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge.” Then he added: “You are worth more than many sparrows.” Jesus thus assured his disciples that Jehovah valued them as individuals, so they had no reason to fear persecution. The disciples surely recalled Jesus’ words when they saw sparrows while preaching in towns and villages. Whenever you see a little bird, remember that Jehovah values you as an individual because you too “are worth more than many sparrows.” With his support, you can face opposition with confidence.​—Ps. 118:6.






HOW CAN WE LEARN MORE ABOUT GOD THROUGH CREATION?


13. What will help us to draw lessons from creation?

13 We can learn many other lessons about Jehovah from creation. How? First, we need to make time to observe creation. Next, we need to think about what it teaches us regarding Jehovah. We may not always find it easy to take these steps. Géraldine, a sister from Cameroon, says, “I grew up in the city, so I realize that it takes a conscious effort to observe nature.” An elder named Alfonso explains, “I have learned that I need to schedule time to be alone to observe Jehovah’s creation and to meditate on what it teaches me about him.”



[image: David gazing at the evening sky while he keeps watch over a flock of sheep.]

Taking note of the creation around him, David meditated on what it taught him about Jehovah (See paragraph 14)





14. What did David learn when he meditated on God’s creation?

14 David thought deeply about God’s creation. He said to Jehovah: “When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have prepared, what is mortal man that you keep him in mind?” (Ps. 8:3, 4) Yes, as David gazed up at the night sky, he did more than just appreciate the majesty of the universe. He also meditated on what the stars taught him about God. He learned how great Jehovah is. At other times, David reflected on how his body had developed in his mother’s womb. As he meditated on these amazing details, his appreciation for Jehovah’s wisdom grew.​—Ps. 139:14-17.

15. Give examples of how you have seen Jehovah’s qualities in creation. (Psalm 148:7-10)

15 Like David, you do not have to look very far to find an aspect of creation on which to meditate. If you look around, you can perceive many of Jehovah’s qualities. For example, discern Jehovah’s power when you feel the warmth of the sun on your skin. (Jer. 31:35) Wonder at God’s wisdom when you spot a bird building a nest. Think of Jehovah’s sense of humor when you see a puppy chasing its tail. And thank Jehovah for his love whenever you see a mother playing with her baby. We have so many opportunities to learn about Jehovah because all his creation​—large and small, near and far—​praises him.​—Read Psalm 148:7-10.

16. What should we be determined to do?

16 Our God is supremely intelligent, caring, artistic, and strong. These qualities and many more are obvious in nature if we just look for them. May we all regularly make time to enjoy creation and to think about what it teaches us about Jehovah. By doing so, we will draw ever closer to our Creator. (Jas. 4:8) In the following article, we will see how parents can use creation to help their children draw close to Jehovah.







HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  Why should we take time to observe creation?



	  What are some examples of how Jehovah and Jesus used creation to teach important lessons?



	  How can we draw further lessons from creation?









SONG 5 God’s Wondrous Works

^  Jehovah’s creation is awe-inspiring. From the overwhelming power of the sun to the delicate petals of a flower, his works amaze us. Lessons from creation can also help us to discern aspects of Jehovah’s personality. In this article, we will discuss why we should make time to examine creation and how doing so can help us draw closer to our God.






^ (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^  (Job 38:39-41) Can you hunt prey for a lion Or satisfy the appetites of young lions 40 When they crouch in their lairs Or lie in ambush in their dens? 41 Who prepares food for the raven When its young cry to God for help And wander about because there is nothing to eat?



^  (Job 39:1) “Do you know the time when the mountain goats give birth? Have you watched the deer give birth to their young?



^  (Job 39:5) Who set the wild donkey* free, And who untied the ropes of the wild donkey?

Or “onager.”


^  (Job 39:13-16) The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, But can her pinions and plumage compare with the stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And she keeps them warm in the dust. 15 She forgets that some foot may crush them Or that a wild animal may trample them. 16 She treats her sons harshly, as if they were not hers; She has no fear that her labor may be in vain.



^  (Gen. 2:8, 9) Further, Jehovah God planted a garden in Eʹden, toward the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 Thus Jehovah God made to grow out of the ground every tree that was pleasing to look at and good for food and also the tree of life in the middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and bad.



^  (Gen. 2:15) Jehovah God took the man and settled him in the garden of Eʹden to cultivate it and to take care of it.



^  (Gen. 2:19, 20) Now Jehovah God had been forming from the ground every wild animal of the field and every flying creature of the heavens, and he began bringing them to the man to see what he would call each one; and whatever the man would call each living creature,* that became its name. 20 So the man named all the domestic animals and the flying creatures of the heavens and every wild animal of the field, but for man there was no helper as a complement of him.

Or “soul.”


^  (Isa. 40:26) “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing.



^  (Ps. 104:24, 25) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made. 25 There is the sea, so great and wide, Teeming with countless living things, both small and great.



^ (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^  (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^  (Jer. 8:7) Even the stork in the sky knows its seasons;* The turtledove and the swift and the thrush* keep to the time of their return.* But my own people do not understand the judgment of Jehovah.”’

Or “appointed times.”
Or possibly, “crane.”
Or “migration.”


^  (Hab. 2:3) For the vision is yet for its appointed time, And it is rushing toward its end,* and it will not lie. Even if it should delay,* keep in expectation of it!* For it will without fail come true. It will not be late!

Or “fulfillment.”
Or “if it seems to delay.”
Or “wait eagerly for it!”


^ (Isa. 40:31) But those hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary; They will walk and not tire out.”



^  (Isa. 40:31) But those hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary; They will walk and not tire out.”



^  (Job 32:2) But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “his soul.”


^  (Job 40:6-8) Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  7 “Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  8 Will you call into question* my justice? Will you condemn me so that you may be right?

Or “invalidate.”


^  (Job 38:32-35) Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’

Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”


^  (Job 39:9) Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?*

Or “manger.”


^  (Job 39:19, 20) Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying.



^  (Job 42:1-6) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^  (Prov. 8:30) Then I was beside him as a master worker. I was the one he was especially fond of day by day; I rejoiced before him all the time;



^  (Matt. 5:43-45) “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous.



^  (Matt. 6:26) Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they are?



^  (Matt. 6:31, 32) So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.



^ (Matt. 10:29-31) Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^  (Matt. 10:29-31) Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^  (Ps. 118:6) Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?



^  (Ps. 8:3, 4) When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,  4 What is mortal man that you keep him in mind, And a son of man that you take care of him?



^  (Ps. 139:14-17) I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from you When I was made in secret, When I was woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes even saw me as an embryo; All its parts were written in your book Regarding the days when they were formed, Before any of them existed. 17 So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them!

Or “My soul knows.”


^ (Ps. 148:7-10) Praise Jehovah from the earth, You great sea creatures and all deep waters,  8 You lightning and hail, snow and thick clouds, You storm wind, carrying out his word,  9 You mountains and all you hills, You fruit trees and all you cedars, 10 You wild animals and all you domestic animals, You creeping things and winged birds,



^  (Jer. 31:35) This is what Jehovah says, Who gives the sun for light by day, The laws* of the moon and the stars for light by night, Who stirs up the sea and makes its waves boisterous, Whose name is Jehovah of armies:

Or “statutes.”


^  (Ps. 148:7-10) Praise Jehovah from the earth, You great sea creatures and all deep waters,  8 You lightning and hail, snow and thick clouds, You storm wind, carrying out his word,  9 You mountains and all you hills, You fruit trees and all you cedars, 10 You wild animals and all you domestic animals, You creeping things and winged birds,



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.








STUDY ARTICLE 13

Use Creation to Teach Your Children About Jehovah


“Who has created these things?”​—ISA. 40:26.

SONG 11 Creation Praises God

PREVIEW*




 1. What do parents desire for their children?

PARENTS, we know that you want to help your children come to know and love Jehovah. But God is invisible. How can you help your children to see him as a real Person and to draw close to him?​—Jas. 4:8.

 2. How can parents teach their children about Jehovah’s qualities?

2 An important way to help children draw close to Jehovah is by studying the Bible with them. (2 Tim. 3:14-17) Yet, the Bible reveals another way that young ones can learn about Jehovah. In the book of Proverbs, a father evidently reminds his son never to lose sight of Jehovah’s qualities, which are revealed in creation. (Prov. 3:19-21) We will consider some ways that parents can use creation to help their children learn about Jehovah’s personality.






USE CREATION TO TEACH YOUR CHILDREN​—HOW?


 3. What help should parents give their children?

3 The Bible says that God’s “invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made.” (Rom. 1:20) Parents, you likely enjoy spending time outdoors with your young ones. Use that time to help your children see the connection between “the things made” and Jehovah’s marvelous qualities. In this regard, let us see what parents can learn from Jesus’ example.

 4. How did Jesus use creation to teach his disciples? (Luke 12:24, 27-30)

4 Note how Jesus used creation to teach. On one occasion, he asked his disciples to observe the ravens and the lilies. (Read Luke 12:24, 27-30.) Jesus could have mentioned any animal or plant, but he chose a bird and a flower that his disciples knew well. The disciples might have seen ravens flying overhead and flowers blooming in the field. Can you imagine Jesus gesturing toward these things as he spoke? And what did he do after mentioning these examples? He taught his disciples a powerful lesson about their heavenly Father’s generosity and kindness: Jehovah will feed and clothe his faithful servants as he does the ravens and the flowers in the field.

 5. What examples found in creation can parents use to teach their child about Jehovah?

5 Parents, will you imitate Jesus’ way of teaching? You might tell your child about an aspect of creation that you personally appreciate, such as your favorite animal or plant. As you do, be sure to explain what that example reveals about Jehovah. You might then ask your child about his favorite animal or plant. If you use an aspect of creation that already appeals to him, he will probably pay even closer attention when you talk about Jehovah’s qualities.

 6. What can we learn from the example set by Christopher’s mother?

6 Do parents have to spend a lot of time researching a particular animal or plant before discussing what that creative work reveals about Jehovah? Not necessarily. Jesus did not give a long explanation regarding the feeding habits of ravens or the cellular composition of lilies. Granted, your child may occasionally enjoy a deeper discussion about nature, but sometimes a simple observation or question is enough to make the point. Note what a brother named Christopher remembers from his childhood: “My mom would make simple comments to help us appreciate the creation around us. For example, when we were near mountains, she might say: ‘Look at how huge and beautiful those mountains are! Isn’t Jehovah amazing?’ Or when we were near the ocean, she might say: ‘Look at the power of those waves! Isn’t God powerful?’” Christopher says: “Those simple, thought-provoking comments had a big impact on us.”

 7. How can you train your children to reflect on creation?

7 As your children grow older, you can train them to give more thought to creation and to draw conclusions about Jehovah’s personality. You can highlight one of God’s creative works and ask your children, “What does this teach you about Jehovah?” You may be surprised to hear what they have to say.​—Matt. 21:16.






WHEN CAN YOU USE CREATION TO TEACH YOUR CHILDREN?


 8. What opportunity did Israelite parents have as they traveled “on the road”?

8 Israelite parents were urged to teach their children the words of Jehovah’s commandments when walking “on the road.” (Deut. 11:19) Roads ran through the countryside of Israel. A variety of animals, birds, and flowers could be seen. As Israelite families traveled on roads, the parents had the opportunity to spark their children’s interest in Jehovah’s creation. You parents likely have similar opportunities to use creation to teach your children. Consider how some parents have done that.

 9. What can you learn from Punitha and Katya?

9 A mother named Punitha, who lives in a large city in India, says: “When we visit family in the countryside, we view it as an opportunity to help our children learn about Jehovah’s marvelous creation. I feel that my children understand creation better when they are away from the crowded streets and the city traffic.” Parents, your children will likely never forget the time they spend with you in a beautiful setting. Katya, a sister from Moldova, says: “My most vivid childhood memories are those spent with my parents in the countryside. I am grateful to them for teaching me from a young age to stop and observe what Jehovah has made and to see him through his creation.”



[image: A mother pointing out a butterfly to her young daughter outside their apartment building in a city.]

Even in a city, you may find aspects of creation that you can use to teach your children about Jehovah (See paragraph 10)





10. What can parents do if they find it difficult to travel away from the city? (See the box “Help for Parents.”)

10 What if it is not possible for you to travel to the countryside? Amol, who also lives in India, says: “Where I live, parents have to work long hours, and a trip to the countryside can be expensive. However, a small park or rooftop terrace can serve as a place to observe creation and talk about Jehovah’s qualities.” When you look carefully, you will likely also discover near your home many features of creation that you can show your children. (Ps. 104:24) You will probably find birds, insects, plants, and more. Karina, from Germany, says: “My mom loves flowers, so when I was a young girl, she would point out pretty flowers whenever we took a walk together.” Parents, you can also use the many videos and publications about creation that our organization has produced to teach your children. Yes, whatever your circumstances, you can help your children to observe what God has made. Now let us consider some of Jehovah’s qualities that you could point out to your children.

Help for Parents


You can make good use of the following resources on jw.org

	  The articles and videos from the series “Was It Designed?”



	  The brochure Was Life Created?



	  The video The Wonders of Creation Reveal God’s Glory



	  The video series Viewpoints on the Origin of Life














JEHOVAH’S “INVISIBLE QUALITIES ARE CLEARLY SEEN”


11. How can parents help their children discern Jehovah’s love?

11 To help your children perceive Jehovah’s love, you could point out the tender way in which many animals care for their young. (Matt. 23:37) You could also highlight the wonderful variety that we enjoy so much in creation. Karina, quoted earlier, says: “When we were out on walks, my mom would encourage me to stop and observe how each flower is unique and how its beauty reflects Jehovah’s love. Years later, I still look carefully at flowers​—at their variety, design, and color. They continue to remind me of how much Jehovah loves us.”



[image: A father holding a bandage and talking with his son. An inset shows the son’s injured knee that he had scraped earlier.]

You can highlight the marvelous design of our body to teach your children about God’s wisdom (See paragraph 12)





12. How can parents help their children discern God’s wisdom? (Psalm 139:14) (See also picture.)

12 Help your children discern God’s wisdom. Jehovah is certainly far wiser than we are. (Rom. 11:33) For example, you could point out how the water that forms clouds floats effortlessly from one place to another. (Job 38:36, 37) You could also highlight the amazing design of the human body. (Read Psalm 139:14.) Consider how a father named Vladimir did so. He says: “One day, our son fell off his bike and hurt himself. After a few days, the wound healed. My wife and I explained that Jehovah created our cells with the ability to repair themselves. We pointed out that we don’t see anything like this in the things that humans make. For example, a car does not repair itself after an accident. This experience helped our son understand Jehovah’s wisdom.”

13. How can parents help their children discern God’s power? (Isaiah 40:26)

13 Jehovah invites us to lift up our eyes to the heavens and think about how his amazing power keeps the universe in place. (Read Isaiah 40:26.) You can encourage your children to look up at the sky and reflect. Note what Tingting, a sister from Taiwan, recalls from her childhood: “Once, my mom took me camping, and we looked at the night sky undisturbed by city lights. That was at a period when I was worried about peer pressure and wondered if I would be able to keep serving Jehovah faithfully. My mom encouraged me to think about the power Jehovah used to create all those stars and to remember that He can certainly use that power to help me face any test. After observing creation on that trip, I was moved to get to know Jehovah better, and I strengthened my resolve to serve him.”

14. How can parents use creation to help their children see Jehovah as a happy God?

14 Jehovah’s creation reveals his joy as well as his sense of humor. Scientists have observed that most animals play, including birds and fish. (Job 40:20) Have your children ever laughed as they watched an animal play? Perhaps they have seen a kitten chasing a ball of yarn or puppies wrestling together. The next time your children laugh as they watch the antics of an animal, why not remind them that we serve a happy God?​—1 Tim. 1:11.






ENJOY JEHOVAH’S CREATION AS A FAMILY




[image: A young girl sharing her feelings with her mother while they sit on a park bench.]

Your children may feel more relaxed and willing to talk about their feelings when they are enjoying nature with you (See paragraph 15)





15. What can help parents to draw out their children’s thoughts? (Proverbs 20:5) (See also picture.)

15 At times, parents may find it hard to get their children to talk about the problems they face. If that is your situation, you may need to draw out your children’s thoughts. (Read Proverbs 20:5.) Some parents find it easier to do so when they are enjoying nature with their children. Why? One reason is that there are fewer distractions for children and for parents. A father in Taiwan named Masahiko mentions another reason: “When we spend time outdoors with our children​—hiking in the mountains or walking along the beach—​they usually feel more relaxed. We thus find it easier to draw them out and learn what is on their mind.” Katya, quoted earlier, says: “After school, my mother would take me to a beautiful park. In such a relaxed atmosphere, I found it easier to tell her what happened at school or what worried me.”

16. How can families relax and have fun when enjoying Jehovah’s creation?

16 Jehovah’s creation can also provide families with a means to relax and have fun, thus strengthening family ties. The Bible says that there is “a time to laugh” and “a time to skip about.” (Eccl. 3:1, 4, ftn.) Through his handiwork, Jehovah has given us wonderful settings to enjoy wholesome activities. Many families like being together at a nature reserve, in the countryside, in the mountains, or at the beach. Some children love to run and play in a park, to observe animals, or to swim in a river, a lake, or the sea. What excellent opportunities we have for recreation when we are out in the open, surrounded by what Jehovah has made!

17. Why should parents help their children to enjoy God’s creation?

17 In God’s new world, parents and children will enjoy Jehovah’s creation as never before. Unlike today, we will have no reason to fear animals; nor will they fear us. (Isa. 11:6-9) We will have endless time to enjoy what Jehovah has made. (Ps. 22:26) But parents, do not wait until then to help your children to begin enjoying creation. As you use creation to teach your children about Jehovah, they will likely come to agree with what King David said: “O Jehovah, there are no works like yours.”​—Ps. 86:8.







HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What can we learn from the way Jesus used creation to teach?



	  When and where can parents teach their children about Jehovah’s qualities?



	  How do families benefit by enjoying nature together?









SONG 134 Children Are a Trust From God

^  Many brothers and sisters have fond memories of time spent enjoying creation with their Christian parents. They have not forgotten how their parents used those occasions to teach them about Jehovah’s personality. If you have children, how can you use creation to teach them about God’s qualities? This article will address that question.






^ (Isa. 40:26) “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing.



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (2 Tim. 3:14-17) You, however, continue in the things that you learned and were persuaded to believe, knowing from whom you learned them 15 and that from infancy you have known the holy writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (Prov. 3:19-21) Jehovah founded the earth in wisdom. He solidly established the heavens in discernment. 20 By his knowledge the watery deeps were split apart And the cloudy skies dripped with dew. 21 My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.


^  (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^ (Luke 12:24) Consider the ravens: They neither sow seed nor reap; they have neither barn nor storehouse; yet God feeds them. Are you not worth much more than birds?



^ (Luke 12:27-30) Consider how the lilies grow: They neither toil nor spin; but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. 28 Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation in the field that today exists and tomorrow is cast into an oven, how much more will he clothe you, you with little faith! 29 So stop seeking what you will eat and what you will drink, and stop being in anxious suspense; 30 for all these are the things the nations of the world are eagerly pursuing, but your Father knows you need these things.



^  (Luke 12:24) Consider the ravens: They neither sow seed nor reap; they have neither barn nor storehouse; yet God feeds them. Are you not worth much more than birds?



^  (Luke 12:27-30) Consider how the lilies grow: They neither toil nor spin; but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. 28 Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation in the field that today exists and tomorrow is cast into an oven, how much more will he clothe you, you with little faith! 29 So stop seeking what you will eat and what you will drink, and stop being in anxious suspense; 30 for all these are the things the nations of the world are eagerly pursuing, but your Father knows you need these things.



^  (Matt. 21:16) and said to him: “Do you hear what these are saying?” Jesus said to them: “Yes. Did you never read this, ‘Out of the mouth of children and infants, you have brought forth praise’?”



^  (Deut. 11:19) Teach them to your children, speaking about them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.



^  (Ps. 104:24) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.



^  (Matt. 23:37) “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the killer of the prophets and stoner of those sent to her—how often I wanted to gather your children together the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings! But you did not want it.



^ (Ps. 139:14) I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well.

Or “My soul knows.”


^  (Rom. 11:33) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!



^  (Job 38:36, 37) Who put wisdom within the clouds* Or gave understanding to the sky phenomenon?* 37 Who is wise enough to count the clouds, Or who can tip over the water jars of heaven

Or possibly, “within man.”
Or possibly, “to the mind.”


^  (Ps. 139:14) I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well.

Or “My soul knows.”


^ (Isa. 40:26) “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing.



^  (Isa. 40:26) “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing.



^  (Job 40:20) For the mountains produce food for it, Where all the wild animals play.



^  (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^ (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”


^  (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”


^  (Eccl. 3:1) There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:



^  (Eccl. 3:4) A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to wail and a time to dance;*

Lit., “leap; skip about.”


^  (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^  (Ps. 22:26) The meek will eat and be satisfied; Those seeking Jehovah will praise him. May you enjoy life* forever.

Lit., “May your heart live.”


^  (Ps. 86:8) There is none like you among the gods, O Jehovah, There are no works like yours.








STUDY ARTICLE 14

“By This All Will Know That You Are My Disciples”


“By this all will know that you are my disciples​—if you have love among yourselves.”​—JOHN 13:35.

SONG 106 Cultivating the Quality of Love

PREVIEW*



[image: Brothers and sisters of different ages and backgrounds, happily conversing before a congregation meeting. A brother welcomes a non-Witnesses couple.]

What has been the impact on many non-Witnesses as they observe the love among Jehovah’s people? (See paragraph 1)








 1. What impresses many interested people who attend our meetings? (See also picture.)

IMAGINE a married couple attending their first meeting at a Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses. They are deeply impressed by the warm welcome they receive and the love among those in the congregation. On the way home from the meeting, the wife says to her husband, ‘There is something different about Jehovah’s Witnesses​—in a good way.’

 2. Why have some been stumbled?

2 The love that exists among those in the Christian congregation is indeed remarkable. Of course, Jehovah’s Witnesses are not perfect. (1 John 1:8) So the more we get to know those in the congregation, the more likely we are to see some of their flaws. (Rom. 3:23) Sadly, some have allowed the imperfections of others to stumble them.

 3. What identifies Jesus’ true followers? (John 13:34, 35)

3 Look again at the theme text for this article. (Read John 13:34, 35.) What is the identifying mark of Christ’s true followers? It is love, not perfection. Notice, too, that Jesus did not say: ‘By this you will know that you are my disciples.’ He said: “By this all will know that you are my disciples.” Jesus thus indicated that not only his followers but also those outside the Christian congregation would recognize his true followers by the unselfish love they have for one another.

 4. What might some want to know about true Christians?

4 Some who are not Jehovah’s Witnesses might wonder: ‘How does love identify Jesus’ true followers? How did Jesus demonstrate love toward his apostles? And how is it possible to imitate Jesus’ example today?’ Witnesses do well to reflect on the answers to those questions. Doing so may help us to display love more fully, especially when dealing with the imperfections of one another.​—Eph. 5:2.






WHY DOES LOVE UNIQUELY IDENTIFY JESUS’ TRUE FOLLOWERS?


 5. Explain Jesus’ words found at John 15:12, 13.

5 Jesus made clear that a special kind of love would identify his followers. (Read John 15:12, 13.) Notice that Jesus commanded them: “Love one another just as I have loved you.” What does that mean? As Jesus went on to explain, this is self-sacrificing love​—love that moves a Christian even to die for a fellow believer if necessary.*

 6. How does God’s Word emphasize the importance of love?

6 God’s Word places a lot of emphasis on love. Many people include among their favorite Bible verses the following: “God is love.” (1 John 4:8) “You must love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt. 22:39) “Love covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Pet. 4:8) “Love never fails.” (1 Cor. 13:8) These verses and others should make it plain to anyone how important it is to cultivate and display this beautiful quality.

 7. Why can Satan never unite people in genuine love?

7 Many people ask: ‘How is it possible to identify the true religion? All religions claim to teach the truth, but each one teaches something different about God.’ Satan has managed to confuse people by creating a multitude of counterfeit religious organizations. But he can never create a worldwide brotherhood of Christians who love one another. Only Jehovah can do that. That is reasonable because genuine love comes from Jehovah​—from having his spirit and blessing on a group of worshippers. (1 John 4:7) Is it any wonder, then, that Jesus said that unselfish love would identify his true followers?

8-9. How have many individuals been affected by the love they observed among Jehovah’s Witnesses?

8 Just as Jesus foretold, many have recognized his true followers by the genuine love they show among themselves. For example, a brother named Ian recalls the first convention he attended, which was held at a sports stadium near his home. Ian had been to that stadium a few months earlier for a sporting event. He says: “The contrast with this convention was enormous. The Witnesses were polite and well-dressed, and their children were well-behaved.” He adds: “Above all, these people seemed to have a feeling of contentment and peace​—something I yearned for. I don’t remember any of the talks that were given that day, but the conduct of the Witnesses made a lasting impression.”* Such conduct, of course, is a result of the genuine love we have for one another. Because we love our brothers and sisters, we treat them with kindness and respect.

9 A brother named John had a similar first impression when he started attending congregation meetings: “I was impressed by the friendliness . . . of everyone there​—they seemed like saints. Their genuine love convinced me that I had found the true religion.”* Time and again, such experiences underscore that Jehovah’s people are proving to be true Christians.

10. When especially do we have an opportunity to demonstrate Christian love? (See also footnote.)

10 As noted at the outset, none of our fellow believers are perfect. At times, they will say or do things that upset us.* (Jas. 3:2) On such occasions, we especially have an opportunity to demonstrate Christian love by the way we react. In that regard, what can we learn from the example set by Jesus?​—John 13:15.






HOW DID JESUS SHOW LOVE TO HIS APOSTLES?




[image: Jesus speaking warmly to his disciples. An inset shows James, John, and their mother talking to Jesus.]

Jesus dealt lovingly with the apostles when they manifested undesirable traits (See paragraphs 11-13)





11. What bad traits did James and John display? (See also picture.)

11 Jesus did not expect perfection from his followers. Rather, he lovingly helped them to correct their undesirable personality traits so that they could gain Jehovah’s approval. On one occasion, two of the apostles, James and John, had their mother ask Jesus to give them prominent positions in the Kingdom. (Matt. 20:20, 21) James and John were thus displaying the traits of pride and ambition.​—Prov. 16:18.

12. Were James and John the only ones who displayed bad traits? Explain.

12 James and John were not the only ones who displayed bad traits on that occasion. Note how the other apostles reacted: “When the ten others heard about it, they became indignant at the two brothers.” (Matt. 20:24) We can imagine that sharp words were exchanged among James, John, and the other apostles. Perhaps the others said something like this: ‘Who do you think you are to ask for positions of prominence in the Kingdom? You are not the only ones who have worked hard with Jesus. We are just as qualified as you are for special privileges!’ Whatever the case, the apostles temporarily allowed this situation to disrupt their brotherly affection for one another.

13. How did Jesus react to the shortcomings of his apostles? (Matthew 20:25-28)

13 How did Jesus deal with the situation? He did not become indignant. He did not say that he was going to look for better apostles, men who had greater humility and who would always treat one another with love. Rather, Jesus patiently reasoned with these sincere men. (Read Matthew 20:25-28.) He continued to deal with them in a loving way, even though this was neither the first nor the last time that the apostles tried to determine who among them was the greatest.​—Mark 9:34; Luke 22:24.

14. In what kind of environment did Jesus’ apostles grow up?

14 No doubt Jesus took into consideration the apostles’ background. (John 2:24, 25) They had grown up in an environment where the religious leaders placed great emphasis on prominence and position. (Matt. 23:6; compare the video The Front Seats in the Synagogue in study note on Matthew 23:6.) The Jewish religious leaders were also self-righteous.* (Luke 18:9-12) Jesus understood that such an environment could affect the apostles’ view of themselves and others. (Prov. 19:11) He was realistic in what he expected of his disciples and did not overreact when they fell short. He knew that they had good hearts, so he patiently helped them overcome their pride and ambition and replace those with love.






HOW CAN WE IMITATE JESUS’ EXAMPLE?


15. What can we learn from the incident involving James and John?

15 We can learn much from the incident involving James and John. They were wrong to ask for positions of prominence in the Kingdom. But the other apostles were also wrong to allow the situation to disrupt their unity. Jesus, though, dealt with all 12 apostles in a kind and loving way. The lesson for us? What matters is not only what other people do but also how we react to their mistakes and shortcomings. What can help us? When we are upset with a fellow believer, we can ask ourselves: ‘Why does what he did bother me so much? Does it reveal a negative trait that I need to work on? Could it be that the person who upset me is dealing with a difficulty? Even if I feel that I am justified for being upset, can I show unselfish love by overlooking the offense?’ The more we deal with others in a loving way, the more we prove to be Jesus’ true followers.

16. What else can we learn from Jesus’ example?

16 Jesus’ example also teaches us to try to understand our fellow believers. (Prov. 20:5) Granted, Jesus could read hearts. We cannot. But we can make allowances for the imperfections of our brothers and sisters. (Eph. 4:1, 2; 1 Pet. 3:8) It is easier to do so if we learn about their background. Consider an example.

17. How did one traveling overseer benefit from getting to know a fellow believer better?

17 A traveling overseer serving in East Africa recalls a brother who he felt had an abrasive personality. How did the circuit overseer respond? He says: “Instead of avoiding the brother, I resolved to get to know him better.” In doing so, the circuit overseer learned some things about the brother’s background that had influenced his personality. The circuit overseer continues: “Once I understood how hard the brother had struggled to overcome his background and how far he had come, I admired him. We became good friends.” Indeed, when we try to understand our brothers and sisters, we often find it easier to show them love.

18. What questions might we ask ourselves if we have been offended by a fellow believer? (Proverbs 26:20)

18 We may at times feel the need to approach a fellow believer who has offended us. First, though, we do well to ask ourselves such questions as: ‘Do I have enough facts?’ (Prov. 18:13) ‘Could it be that the offense was not intentional?’ (Eccl. 7:20) ‘Have I ever made a similar mistake?’ (Eccl. 7:21, 22) ‘By approaching the person, will I create a bigger issue than the one I am trying to resolve?’ (Read Proverbs 26:20.) When we take time to consider such questions, we may conclude that our love for our brother can move us simply to overlook the offense.

19. What are you determined to do?

19 As a group, Jehovah’s Witnesses are proving to be Jesus’ true disciples. We individually prove that we are real followers of Jesus when we show unselfish love toward our brothers and sisters despite their imperfections. In the process, we may help others to recognize the true religion and to join us in worshipping Jehovah, the God of love. Let us be determined to continue demonstrating the love that identifies true Christians.







HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How does love identify Jesus’ true followers?



	  How did Jesus show love to his apostles?



	  How can we imitate Jesus’ example?









SONG 17 “I Want To”

^  Many people are attracted to the truth because of the genuine love that they see among us. However, we are not perfect, so at times we may find it challenging to deal with a fellow believer in a loving way. Let us examine why love is so important and how we can imitate Jesus’ example when we deal with the imperfections of one another.


^  See the book “Come Be My Follower,” chap. 17, pars. 10-11.


^  See the article “At Last, My Life Has a Purpose,” in The Watchtower, November 1, 2012, pp. 13-14.


^  See the article “My Life Seemed Good,” in The Watchtower, May 1, 2012, pp. 18-19.


^  This article is not discussing serious sins that should be handled by the elders, such as those listed at 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.


^  It is reported that much later a rabbi said: “The world possesses not less than thirty men as righteous as Abraham. If there are thirty, my son and I are two of them; if ten, my son and I are two of them; if five, my son and I are two of them; if two, they are my son and I; if there is but one, it is I.”






^ (John 13:35) By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (1 John 1:8) If we make the statement, “We have no sin,” we are misleading ourselves and the truth is not in us.



^  (Rom. 3:23) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,



^ (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^  (Eph. 5:2) and go on walking in love, just as the Christ also loved us and gave himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice, a sweet fragrance to God.



^ (John 15:12, 13) This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 13 No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.



^  (John 15:12, 13) This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. 13 No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.



^  (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^  (Matt. 22:39) The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’



^  (1 Pet. 4:8) Above all things, have intense love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.



^  (1 Cor. 13:8) Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.



^  (1 John 4:7) Beloved ones, let us continue loving one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born from God and knows God.



^  (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^  (John 13:15) For I set the pattern for you, that just as I did to you, you should also do.



^  (Matt. 20:20, 21) Then the mother of the sons of Zebʹe·dee approached him with her sons, doing obeisance and asking for something from him. 21 He said to her: “What do you want?” She replied to him: “Give the word that these two sons of mine may sit down, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your Kingdom.”



^  (Prov. 16:18) Pride is before a crash, And a haughty spirit before stumbling.



^  (Matt. 20:24) When the ten others heard about it, they became indignant at the two brothers.



^ (Matt. 20:25-28) But Jesus called them to him and said: “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them and the great men wield authority over them. 26 This must not be the way among you; but whoever wants to become great among you must be your minister, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. 28 Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”



^  (Matt. 20:25-28) But Jesus called them to him and said: “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them and the great men wield authority over them. 26 This must not be the way among you; but whoever wants to become great among you must be your minister, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. 28 Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”



^  (Mark 9:34) They kept silent, for on the road they had been arguing among themselves about who is greater.



^  (Luke 22:24) However, there also arose a heated dispute among them over which one of them was considered to be the greatest.



^  (John 2:24, 25) But Jesus would not entrust himself to them because he knew them all 25 and because he did not need to have anyone bear witness about man, for he knew what was in man.



^  (Matt. 23:6) They like the most prominent place at evening meals and the front seats in the synagogues



^  (Matt. 23:6) They like the most prominent place at evening meals and the front seats in the synagogues



^  (Luke 18:9-12) He also told this illustration to some who trusted in their own righteousness and who considered others as nothing: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, the one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and began to pray these things to himself, ‘O God, I thank you that I am not like everyone else—extortioners, unrighteous, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give the tenth of all things I acquire.’



^  (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”


^  (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”


^  (Eph. 4:1, 2) Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, appeal to you to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love,



^  (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”


^ (Prov. 26:20) Where there is no wood, the fire goes out, And where there is no slanderer, quarreling ceases.



^  (Prov. 18:13) When anyone replies to a matter before he hears the facts, It is foolish and humiliating.



^  (Eccl. 7:20) For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins.



^  (Eccl. 7:21, 22) Also, do not take to heart every word that people say; otherwise, you may hear your servant calling down evil on* you; 22 for you well know in your heart that many times you yourself have called down evil on others.

Lit., “cursing.”


^  (Prov. 26:20) Where there is no wood, the fire goes out, And where there is no slanderer, quarreling ceases.



^ (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”







Study Tip




Using “What’s New” Effectively


The “What’s New” section in JW Library® and on jw.org shows the most recently published material. How can you use this section to stay up-to-date?






JW Library


	  Individual articles are released by updating the article series to which they belong. So when an article series appears in the “What’s New” section, you can download the latest version of that series. Then you can read the new article that appears at the top of the list, which is sorted by date.



	  Longer publications, such as magazines, may take more than one session to read entirely. To help keep track of what you have not yet read completely, try adding the magazine to your Favorites list until you are finished.










JW.ORG


Some content, including news stories and announcements, appears only on the jw.org website, not in JW Library. Remember to check the “What’s New” page on the website regularly for the latest articles.
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^ ***sjj song 34 Walking in Integrity***
SONG 34
Walking in Integrity
(Psalm 26)
1. Please judge me, Lord, observe my loyalty;
Observe my trust in you and my integrity.
Examine me, and put me to the test;
My mind and heart refine, that my soul might be blessed.
(CHORUS)
But as for me, Determined I will be
to walk eternally In my integrity.
2. I do not sit with wicked men of lies.
I hate the company of those who truth despise.
Jehovah, please, don’t take away my life
With men who take delight in bribery and strife.
(CHORUS)
But as for me, Determined I will be
to walk eternally In my integrity.
3. For I have loved the dwelling of your house.
Your worship, oh, so pure, I daily will espouse.
And I will march around your altar grand,
To make thanksgiving heard aloud throughout the land.
(CHORUS)
But as for me, Determined I will be
to walk eternally In my integrity.
(See also Ps. 25:2.)



^ ***sjj song 28 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship***
SONG 28
Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship
(Psalm 15)
1. Who is your friend, O God?
Who in your tent may dwell?
Who gains your friendship? Who gains your trust?
Who really knows you well?
All who embrace your Word,
All who have faith in you,
All who are loyal, all who are just,
Living the truth for you.
2. Who is your friend, O God?
Who may approach your throne?
Who brings delight and makes you rejoice?
Whose name to you is known?
All who exalt your name,
All who your Word obey,
All who are faithful, honest in heart,
Truthful in all they say.
3. Throwing our cares on you,
Baring our hearts in prayer,
Drawing us closer, bonding in love,
Feeling your daily care,
We yearn to be your friend.
Long may our friendship grow.
No greater Friend could we ever gain,
No greater Friend we’ll know.
(See also Ps. 139:1; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.)









^ ***sjj song 50 My Prayer of Dedication***
SONG 50
My Prayer of Dedication
(Matthew 22:37)
1. Take my heart and may it love
Truth and wisdom from above.
Take my voice and let it sing
Praises always to my King.
2. Take my feet and take my hands;
Let them serve your wise commands.
Take my silver and my gold.
Nothing, Lord, would I withhold.
3. Take my life and bring it, Lord,
With your will, in full accord.
Take myself, may all I do
Be well-pleasing, Jah, to you.
(See also Ps. 40:8; John 8:29; 2 Cor. 10:5.)



^ ***sjj song 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***
SONG 135
Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”
(Proverbs 27:11)
1. Young man and young woman,
do give your heart to me.
My foe who now taunts me
will then be made to see.
Your youth and devotion
to me you freely give;
You show all the world
that for me you really live.
(CHORUS)
Beloved son and precious daughter,
Be wise and make my heart rejoice,
That out of your own heart you serve me,
And offer praise by your own choice.
2. Rejoice and take pleasure
in giving me your all,
And though you may stumble,
I’ll raise you if you fall.
No matter who fails you
or proves to be untrue,
Take comfort in knowing
I’ll always cherish you.
(CHORUS)
Beloved son and precious daughter,
Be wise and make my heart rejoice,
That out of your own heart you serve me,
And offer praise by your own choice.
(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)












^ ***sjj song 6 The Heavens Declare God’s Glory***
SONG 6
The Heavens Declare God’s Glory
(Psalm 19)
1. The heavens tell the glory of Jehovah.
The work of his own hand,
we see in skies above.
And each new day brings to him rightful praise.
The starlit night proclaims his might,
His wisdom, and his love.
2. Jehovah’s law is perfect, life-restoring,
And his reminders guide
the steps of old and young.
His rulings prove to be true, right, and just.
His word is sure, his law so pure,
So sweet upon the tongue.
3. The fear of God is pure and lasts forever.
The worth of his commands
exceeds the finest gold.
His orders lead and preserve all his own.
His honor, fame, and holy name,
We loyally uphold.
(See also Ps. 111:9; 145:5; Rev. 4:11.)



^ ***sjj song 5 God’s Wondrous Works***
SONG 5
God’s Wondrous Works
(Psalm 139)
1. O God, you know my rest and waking,
When I lie down and when I rise anew.
You search my thoughts, my inmost inclination,
The words I speak, the ways I walk,
you know them too.
You saw when I was made in secret,
My very bones not hidden from your sight.
You saw my form; its parts were down in writing.
I love the wonder of your ways
and praise your might.
Your knowledge, God, is wondrous, awe-inspiring;
Of this my soul is very well-aware.
If I should fear that darkness might enfold me,
Your spirit, God, would find me, even there.
Where could I hide from you, Jehovah,
Or be concealed, be hidden from your face?
Not in the Grave nor in the highest heaven,
Not in the dark nor in the sea;
there is no place.
(See also Ps. 66:3; 94:19; Jer. 17:10.)









^ ***sjj song 11 Creation Praises God***
SONG 11
Creation Praises God
(Psalm 19)
1. Your glory, God, your mighty works abound,
In skies above, their praise for you resounds.
Creation speaks without a voice or word;
In all the earth, its message can be heard.
Creation speaks without a voice or word;
In all the earth, its message can be heard.
2. True wisdom starts with wholesome fear of you
And guards our way in all we say and do.
Your wise commands enlighten young and old—
A treasure far exceeding finest gold.
Your wise commands enlighten young and old—
A treasure far exceeding finest gold.
3. By knowing you, our life is not in vain,
And by your word, our life will be sustained.
The greatest honor anyone can gain
Will come to all who sanctify your name.
The greatest honor anyone can gain
Will come to all who sanctify your name.
(See also Ps. 12:6; 89:7; 144:3; Rom. 1:20.)



^ ***lc p. 3 Contents***
Contents
PAGE 4  The Living Planet
PAGE 11  Who Designed It First?
PAGE 18  Evolution​—Myths and Facts
PAGE 24  Science and the Genesis Account
PAGE 29  Does It Matter What You Believe?
PAGE 30  Bibliography



^ ***sjj song 134 Children Are a Trust From God***
SONG 134
Children Are a Trust From God
(Psalm 127:3-5)
1. When a man becomes a father
And a woman has a child of her own,
They share a trust, they must remember,
That is not theirs, not theirs alone.
The gift they share is from Jehovah;
Of life and love he is the one true Source.
To parents he gives sure direction
That they may follow the wisest course.
(CHORUS)
A sacred trust you have been given;
A precious life is in your hands.
You can bestow the greatest favor;
Instruct your child in God’s commands.
2. All the words God has commanded—
They must always prove to be on your heart.
These words you’ll speak to sons and daughters;
This is your trust, this is your part.
To them you’ll speak along your roadway,
When you rise up and when you are at rest.
In years to come, may they remember,
May they be faithful, may they be blessed.
(CHORUS)
A sacred trust you have been given;
A precious life is in your hands.
You can bestow the greatest favor;
Instruct your child in God’s commands.
(See also Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 6:4; 1 Tim. 4:16.)









^ ***sjj song 106 Cultivating the Quality of Love***
SONG 106
Cultivating the Quality of Love
(1 Corinthians 13:1-8)
1. We humbly bow to our God in prayer,
That all his qualities we may share.
But most important of all those things
Is love, which having his spirit brings.
We may be talented, wise, or bold,
But we are nothing if love grows cold.
We pray for love that is warm and true,
Revealed in all that we say and do.
2. Love looks for ways to give graciously
And thinks of others unselfishly.
Love never harbors a hateful thought,
Forgives our brothers, as Jesus taught.
Love helps us patiently suffer wrong,
Bears heavy loads when it’s really strong.
Through ev’ry trial let love prevail;
It bears all things; it will never fail.
(See also John 21:17; 1 Cor. 13:13; Gal. 6:2.)



^ ***sjj song 17 “I Want To”***
SONG 17
“I Want To”
(Luke 5:13)
1. Kind and patient, perfect in love,
Was Christ, who came down from above.
He took care of our needs
With words and by deeds;
He gave of his time and his love.
He would keep the lowly in mind
By healing the sick, deaf, and blind.
To his royal commission he proved true
And willingly said: “I want to.”
2. We now try to follow his way
In all of our dealings each day.
We are loving and kind
To all whom we find;
We help them to learn and obey.
We respond to friends when in need;
We love them in word and in deed.
So if widows and orphans should ask you,
Then readily say: “I want to.”
(See also John 18:37; Eph. 3:19; Phil. 2:7.)



^ ***cf pp. 176-177 “No One Has Love Greater Than This”***
“Love One Another . . . as I Have Loved You”
10 The night before he died, Jesus told his closest disciples: “I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love among yourselves.” (John 13:34, 35) “Love one another”​—why is that “a new commandment”? The Mosaic Law had already commanded: “You must love your fellow [or, neighbor] as yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18) But the new commandment calls for a greater love, a love that would move us to give our own life in behalf of others. Jesus himself made this clear when he said: “This is my commandment, that you love one another just as I have loved you. No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his soul in behalf of his friends.” (John 15:12, 13) The new commandment, in effect, says: “Love others, not as yourself, but more than yourself.” By his life and death, Jesus certainly exemplified such love.
11 Why is it important that we obey the new commandment? Recall that Jesus said: “By this [self-sacrificing love] all will know that you are my disciples.” Yes, self-sacrificing love identifies us as true Christians. We might compare this love to an identification badge. Delegates attending the annual conventions of Jehovah’s Witnesses wear badge cards. The card identifies the wearer, showing his name and congregation. Self-sacrificing love for one another is the “badge” that identifies genuine Christians. In other words, the love we show one another should be so noticeable that it would serve as a sign, or badge, telling observers that we are indeed true followers of Christ. Each of us does well to ask himself, ‘Is the “badge” of self-sacrificing love evident in my life?’



^ ***w12 11/1 pp. 13-14 The Bible Changes Lives***
“At Last, My Life Has a Purpose.”​—IAN KING
YEAR BORN: 1963
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: ENGLAND
HISTORY: DISILLUSIONED WITH LIFE
MY PAST: I was born in England, but about the time I was seven years old, my family moved to Australia. We settled on the Gold Coast, a tourist destination in Queensland, Australia. Although my family was not rich, we always had what we needed.
Despite my comfortable upbringing, I was never really happy. I became quite disillusioned with life. My father was a heavy drinker. I never had much affection for him, mostly because of his drinking and the way he treated my mother. It was only later, when I learned about the things he had experienced as a soldier in Malaya, that I began to understand why he acted the way he did.
I started binge drinking during my high-school years. At age 16, I left school and joined the navy. I began to experiment with drugs and became addicted to tobacco. I also became more and more dependent on alcohol. I went from binge drinking on the weekends to doing so every day.
In my late teens and early 20’s, I started to question God’s existence. ‘If God really exists,’ I reasoned, ‘why does he allow people to suffer and die?’ I even wrote poetry blaming God for all the wickedness in the world.
I left the navy at age 23. After that, I worked at different jobs and even traveled overseas for a year, but nothing relieved my despondency. I had no desire to set goals or achieve anything. Nothing really appealed to me. The prospect of owning a house, having a secure job, and receiving promotions all seemed pointless. My only “comfort” came from drinking alcohol and listening to music.
I can recall the exact moment when I felt the greatest desire to find purpose in life. I was in Poland, visiting the infamous concentration camp at Auschwitz. I had read about the atrocities that took place. But when I actually stood there and saw the enormous size of the camp, my emotions were deeply affected. I could not comprehend how humans could be so cruel to other humans. I remember walking around the camp with tears in my eyes, asking, ‘Why?’
HOW THE BIBLE CHANGED MY LIFE: In 1993, after returning from overseas, I began to read the Bible in search of answers. Soon thereafter, two of Jehovah’s Witnesses knocked on my door and invited me to a convention that was being held at a nearby stadium. I decided to go.
I had been to that stadium a few months earlier for a match, but the contrast with this convention was enormous. The Witnesses were polite and well-dressed, and their children were well-behaved. And I was stunned by what I saw at lunchtime. Hundreds of Witnesses ate lunch on the playing field, but when they returned to their seats, I couldn’t see a single piece of rubbish left on the field! Above all, these people seemed to have a feeling of contentment and peace​—something I yearned for. I don’t remember any of the talks that were given that day, but the conduct of the Witnesses made a lasting impression.
That evening, I thought of my cousin who read the Bible and studied different religions. Years earlier, he told me that Jesus said you would be able to recognize the true religion by its fruitage. (Matthew 7:15-20) I thought that I should at least look into what makes the Witnesses so different. For the first time in my life, I felt a bit of optimism and hope.
The following week, the two Witnesses who had invited me to the convention returned. They offered me a Bible study, which I accepted. I also began to attend Christian meetings with them.
As I studied the Bible, my view of God changed completely. I learned that he is not the cause of wickedness and suffering and that he himself is hurt when people do bad things. (Genesis 6:6; Psalm 78:40, 41) I became quite determined to try never to cause Jehovah any hurt. I wanted to make his heart rejoice. (Proverbs 27:11) I stopped overdrinking and using tobacco, and I quit engaging in immorality. In March 1994, I was baptized as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
HOW I HAVE BENEFITED: I am genuinely happy and content. I no longer turn to alcohol in an attempt to solve my problems. Instead, I’ve learned to throw my burdens on Jehovah.​—Psalm 55:22.
For the past ten years, I have been married to a beautiful Witness named Karen, and I have a wonderful stepdaughter named Nella. The three of us enjoy spending a lot of our time in the Christian ministry, helping others to learn the truth about God. At last, my life has purpose.



^ ***w12 5/1 pp. 18-19 The Bible Changes Lives***
“My Life Seemed Good.”​—JOHN RICKETTS
YEAR BORN: 1958
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN: SCOTLAND
HISTORY: SUCCESSFUL BUSINESSMAN
MY PAST: I enjoyed a comfortable upbringing. My father was an officer in the British army, so our family moved a lot. Besides Scotland, we lived in England, Germany, Kenya, Malaysia, Ireland, and Cyprus. From the age of eight, I attended boarding schools in Scotland. I eventually graduated from Cambridge University.
At the age of 20, I began an eight-year career in the oil business. At first, I did this work in South America, then later in Africa, and finally in Western Australia. After moving to Australia, I set up an investment firm, which I eventually sold.
The proceeds from that sale enabled me to retire at the age of 40. I used my newfound time to travel. I motorcycled around Australia twice, and I made a trip around the world. My life seemed good.
HOW THE BIBLE CHANGED MY LIFE: Even before retiring, I wanted to find some way to thank God for the life I was enjoying. I started going to the Anglican Church, in which I had been raised. But the church didn’t provide much instruction from the Bible. Next, I studied with the Mormons, but I was dissuaded by their lack of reliance on the Bible.
One day, Jehovah’s Witnesses knocked on my door. I could see immediately that they base their teachings squarely on the Bible. One scripture they shared with me was 1 Timothy 2:3, 4. Those verses say that it is God’s will that “all sorts of men should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.” I was impressed that the Witnesses emphasized not just knowledge but accurate knowledge based on the Bible.
Studying the Bible with Jehovah’s Witnesses helped me to acquire such accurate knowledge. For example, I learned that God and Jesus are not part of some mysterious Trinity; rather, they are two distinct individuals. (John 14:28; 1 Corinthians 11:3) I was delighted to learn that simple truth. I was also annoyed that I had wasted so much effort in the past trying to comprehend the incomprehensible!
I soon began attending meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses. I was impressed by the friendliness and moral fiber of everyone there​—they seemed like saints. Their genuine love convinced me that I had found the true religion.​—John 13:35.
HOW I HAVE BENEFITED: After I was baptized, I met a wonderful woman named Diane. She had been raised as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and she had many fine qualities that I found attractive. In time, we were married. Diane’s friendship and support have been a true blessing from Jehovah.
Diane and I developed a strong desire to move to an area where there was a greater need for preachers of the Bible’s good news. In 2010, we moved to Belize, Central America. Here we minister to people who have a love for God and a real thirst for Bible knowledge.
It brings me peace of mind finally to know the truth about God and his Word, the Bible. As a full-time minister, I have had the joy of teaching the Bible to a number of others. There is nothing better than watching Bible truth improve someone’s life​—just as it did mine. At last, I have found the best way to thank God for the life I enjoy.
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