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STUDY ARTICLE 48




SONG 97 Life Depends on God’s Word



A Miraculous Provision of Bread



“I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all.”​—JOHN 6:35.




FOCUS

Examine the account found in John chapter 6, which relates how Jesus multiplied bread and fish for a large crowd, and draw lessons from it.




 1. What significance does bread have in the Bible?


Your answer



BREAD was a staple for many in Bible times. (Gen. 14:18; Luke 4:4) In fact, it was so important that the Bible sometimes uses “bread” to mean food in general. (Matt. 6:11; Acts 20:7, study note) Bread was also a central feature in two of Jesus’ well-known miracles. (Matt. 16:9, 10) We find one of those accounts in John chapter 6. As we review this account, we will look for lessons that we can apply today.

 2. In what situation did a need for food arise?


Your answer



2 After Jesus’ apostles had finished a preaching tour, Jesus took them along by boat across the Sea of Galilee so that they could rest. (Mark 6:7, 30-32; Luke 9:10) They came to an isolated spot in the area of Bethsaida. Soon, though, thousands of people arrived and crowded around. Jesus did not ignore them. He kindly took time to teach them about the Kingdom and to cure the sick. As it was getting late, the disciples wondered how all those people could get something to eat. Some of them perhaps had limited provisions, but most would need to go into the villages and buy food. (Matt. 14:15; John 6:4, 5) What would Jesus do?

A MIRACLE TO PROVIDE BREAD

 3. How did Jesus respond to the needs of the crowd? (See also picture.)


Your answer



3 Jesus told his apostles: “They do not have to leave; you give them something to eat.” (Matt. 14:16) That was a problem because there were about 5,000 men. And including women and children, there may have been 15,000 people to feed. (Matt. 14:21) Andrew spoke up: “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” (John 6:9) Barley loaves were commonly eaten by the poor and others, and the small fish may have been salted and dried. Still, the amount that the boy had would not be enough to feed so many​—or would it?



[image: Jesus giving bread and fish to his disciples. The disciples distribute the food to a large crowd of men, women, and children.]

Jesus attended to the people’s needs, both spiritual and physical (See paragraph 3)









 4. What can we learn from John 6:11-13? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



4 Wanting to be hospitable to the crowd, Jesus directed the people to recline in groups on the grass. (Mark 6:39, 40; read John 6:11-13.) We read that Jesus gave thanks to his Father for the bread and the fish. It was entirely fitting to thank God, who in reality was the Source of the food. What a good reminder for us to follow Jesus’ example by praying before a meal, whether we are alone or others are around. Jesus then had the food distributed, and the people ate and were satisfied. There were even leftovers, which Jesus did not want to go to waste. So he had the leftovers gathered up, possibly for later use. Jesus set the pattern for us when it comes to using our resources wisely. If you are a parent, why not review this account with your children and discuss what lessons can be learned about prayer, hospitality, and generosity.



[image: Collage: Brothers and sisters praying before they eat a meal. 1. A young sister in the school cafeteria while her schoolmates converse nearby. 2. A brother who works in construction, on his lunch break with his coworkers. 3. A father with his wife and daughter at their dining table.]

Ask yourself, ‘Am I following Jesus’ example of praying before a meal?’ (See paragraph 4)







 5. How did the people react to what Jesus did that day, and how did he respond?


Your answer



5 The people were impressed by Jesus’ way of teaching and by his miracles. Knowing that Moses had promised that God would raise up a special prophet, they may have wondered, ‘Could Jesus be the one?’ (Deut. 18:15-18) If so, it might have seemed that he would be an outstanding ruler, perhaps able to supply bread for the whole nation. Consequently, the crowd was about to “seize [Jesus] to make him king.” (John 6:14, 15) If Jesus allowed that to happen, he would be participating in the politics of the Jews, who were under Roman rule. Did he? No. We read that Jesus decisively ‘withdrew to the mountain.’ So despite pressure from others, he would not get involved in politics. What a lesson for us!

 6. How can we show that we want to follow Jesus’ pattern? (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 Obviously, others will not ask us to multiply bread or cure the sick miraculously; nor will they try to make us a king or a national ruler. But they may urge us to get involved in politics by voting for or by voicing support for someone they feel will improve matters. However, Jesus’ example is clear. He refused to get involved with political affairs, even saying later: “My Kingdom is no part of this world.” (John 17:14; 18:36) Christians today do well to mirror Jesus’ thinking and actions. We support, witness about, and pray for that Kingdom. (Matt. 6:10) Let us return to the account about Jesus miraculously providing bread and consider what else we can learn.



[image: Pontius Pilate questioning Jesus, who is guarded by two Roman soldiers.]

Setting a pattern for his followers, Jesus did not get involved in the politics of the Jews or of the Romans (See paragraph 6)







“THE MEANING OF THE LOAVES”

 7. What did Jesus and the apostles do? (John 6:16-20)


Your answer



7 After Jesus fed the crowd, he had his apostles leave the area to return to Capernaum by boat and he withdrew to the mountain, thus avoiding the crowd’s effort to make him king. (Read John 6:16-20.) While the apostles were sailing, a storm arose, bringing violent wind and waves. Then Jesus came to them, walking on the water. And he invited the apostle Peter to walk on the water too. (Matt. 14:22-31) Once Jesus was in the boat, the wind abated. The disciples were moved to say: “You really are God’s Son.”* (Matt. 14:33) Still, they did not see the connection between this miracle and what happened earlier with the crowd. Mark adds this detail: “[The apostles] were utterly amazed, for they had not grasped the meaning of the loaves, but their hearts continued dull in understanding.” (Mark 6:50-52) Yes, they failed to grasp the extent of the power that Jehovah had given Jesus to perform miracles. Soon, though, Jesus himself brought up the miracle of the bread, and he provided a lesson for us.

8-9. Why did the crowd pursue Jesus? (John 6:26, 27)


Your answer



8 The crowd that Jesus had fed were focused on satisfying their physical needs and desires. How so? The following day, they saw that Jesus and his apostles had left. So the crowd boarded some boats that had arrived from Tiberias and headed toward Capernaum to find Jesus. (John 6:22-24) Did they do that mainly to hear more about the Kingdom? No. They were primarily thinking about their physical need for bread. How do we know?

9 Note what happened when the crowd caught up with Jesus near Capernaum. Jesus openly said that their priority was satisfying their temporary physical needs. He acknowledged that they “ate from the loaves and were satisfied” with “food that perishes.” He urged them to work instead for “food that remains for everlasting life.” (Read John 6:26, 27.) Jesus said that his Father would provide such food. The idea that food could lead to everlasting life must have been startling! What food could possibly do that, and how could Jesus’ listeners receive it?

10. What “work of God” did the people need to learn about?


Your answer



10 Apparently, those Jews felt that they would have to perform some acts or works to qualify to receive such food. They may have been thinking of the “works” of the Mosaic Law. However, Jesus told them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” (John 6:28, 29) Exercising faith in God’s representative is needed in order to “have everlasting life.” In fact, Jesus had previously spoken about this. (John 3:16-18, 36) And he would later have more to say about how we can gain everlasting life.​—John 17:3.

11. How did the Jews indicate that they were still concerned about being satisfied with bread? (Psalm 78:24, 25)


Your answer



11 Those Jews did not accept Jesus’ teaching about a new “work of God.” They asked him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you?” (John 6:30) They mentioned that their ancestors in Moses’ day had received manna, which could be likened to bread. (Neh. 9:15; read Psalm 78:24, 25.) Clearly, their minds were still centered on being satisfied with literal bread. They even failed to press Jesus for clarification when he next spoke of “the true bread from heaven,” which was like life-giving manna from heaven. (John 6:32) They were so focused on their physical needs that they ignored the spiritual truths that Jesus was trying to share with them. What can we learn from this account?

OUR PRIMARY FOCUS

12. How did Jesus indicate what is most important?


Your answer



12 Here is a key lesson for us found in John chapter 6. Our primary focus should be our spiritual needs. Recall that Jesus had made that point when rebuffing Satan’s temptation. (Matt. 4:3, 4) And in the Sermon on the Mount, he emphasized being conscious of one’s spiritual need. (Matt. 5:3) Accordingly, we can ask ourselves, ‘Does my way of life show that I put greater emphasis on filling my spiritual need than on satisfying my physical desires?’

13. (a) Why can we rightly enjoy food? (b) What warning merits our attention? (1 Corinthians 10:6, 7, 11)


Your answers



13 It is appropriate for us to pray for our physical needs and to enjoy satisfying these. (Luke 11:3) Hard work that enables us “to eat and drink” brings joy and is “from the hand of the true God.” (Eccl. 2:24; 8:15; Jas. 1:17) Still, we need to keep material things in their proper place. The apostle Paul highlighted this when writing to Christians living near the end of the Jewish systems of things. He brought up events from Israel’s past, including what happened near Mount Sinai. He warned Christians “not to desire injurious things, as [the Israelites] desired them.” (Read 1 Corinthians 10:6, 7, 11.) The Israelites let their longing for food turn even Jehovah’s miraculous provisions into “injurious things.” (Num. 11:4-6, 31-34) And in conjunction with a golden calf, they ate, drank, and had a good time. (Ex. 32:4-6) Paul cited their experience as a warning for Christians living before the end of the Jewish systems of things in 70 C.E. We now live near the end of a system of things, so we do well to take Paul’s counsel seriously.

14. Regarding food, what can we expect in the new world?


Your answer



14 When speaking of “our bread for this day,” Jesus pointed to the time when God’s will would be done “as in heaven, also on earth.” (Matt. 6:9-11) What picture does that bring to your mind? The Bible indicates that God’s will on earth includes good food. In line with Isaiah 25:6-8, there will be plenty of fine physical food to enjoy under Jehovah’s Kingdom. Psalm 72:16 foretells: “There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; on the top of the mountains it will overflow.” Do you look forward to using some of that grain to prepare your favorite type of bread or to try out new recipes? Along with that, you may enjoy the fruitage of vineyards that you planted. (Isa. 65:21, 22) And you will not be alone.

15. What education will be featured in the coming resurrection? (John 6:35)


Your answer



15 Read John 6:35. What is ahead for those who ate of the bread and the fish that Jesus provided? In the coming resurrection, you may meet some of them. Even if in the past they did not exercise faith, they may be resurrected. (John 5:28, 29) Such ones will have to learn the meaning of Jesus’ words: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all.” They will need to develop faith in Jesus’ ransom sacrifice, faith that he gave his life for them. At that time, there will be a program of spiritual education for resurrected ones and any children born then. What a joy it will be to have a share in that teaching program! Your doing so will be more delightful than eating literal bread. Yes, spiritual matters will be the highlight.

16. What will we examine next?


Your answer



16 We have considered part of the account in John chapter 6, but Jesus had much more to teach about “everlasting life.” That merited the attention of those Jews and it now merits ours. We will continue to consider John chapter 6 in the next article.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What lesson do you learn from what Jesus did before he had the bread and the fish distributed to the crowd?


Your answer





	  What pattern did Jesus set when the people wanted to make him king?


Your answer





	  How can we benefit from the counsel found at 1 Corinthians 10:6, 7, 11?


Your answer












SONG 20 You Gave Your Precious Son



^  For more details on this exciting account, see Jesus—The Way, the Truth, the Life, p. 131, and Imitate Their Faith, p. 185.






^ (John 6:35) Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all.



^ (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^  (Gen. 14:18) And Mel·chizʹe·dek king of Saʹlem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of the Most High God.



^  (Luke 4:4) But Jesus answered him: “It is written, ‘Man must not live on bread alone.’”



^  (Matt. 6:11) Give us today our bread for this day;



^  (Acts 20:7) On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to have a meal, Paul began addressing them, as he was going to depart the next day; and he prolonged his speech until midnight.



^  (Matt. 16:9, 10) Do you not yet see the point, or do you not remember the five loaves in the case of the 5,000 and how many baskets you took up? 10 Or the seven loaves in the case of the 4,000 and how many large baskets you took up?



^  (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^  (Mark 6:7) He now summoned the Twelve and started sending them out two by two, and he gave them authority over the unclean spirits.



^  (Mark 6:30-32) The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all the things they had done and taught. 31 And he said to them: “Come, you yourselves, privately into an isolated place and rest up a little.” For there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure time even to eat a meal. 32 So they set off in the boat for an isolated place to be by themselves.



^  (Luke 9:10) When the apostles returned, they reported to Jesus all they had done. With that he took them along and withdrew privately into a city called Beth·saʹi·da.



^  (Matt. 14:15) But when evening fell, his disciples came to him and said: “The place is isolated and the hour is already late; send the crowds away, so that they may go into the villages and buy themselves food.”



^  (John 6:4, 5) Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?”



^  (Matt. 14:16) However, Jesus said to them: “They do not have to leave; you give them something to eat.”



^  (Matt. 14:21) Now those eating were about 5,000 men, as well as women and young children.



^  (John 6:9) “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?”



^ (John 6:11-13) Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves.



^  (Mark 6:39, 40) And he instructed all the people to recline in groups on the green grass. 40 So they reclined in groups of 100 and of 50.



^  (John 6:11-13) Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves.



^  (Deut. 18:15-18) Jehovah your God will raise up for you from among your brothers a prophet like me. You must listen to him. 16 This is in response to what you asked of Jehovah your God in Horʹeb on the day of the assembly* when you said, ‘Do not let me hear the voice of Jehovah my God or see this great fire anymore, so that I do not die.’ 17 Then Jehovah said to me, ‘What they have said is good. 18 I will raise up for them from the midst of their brothers a prophet like you, and I will put my words in his mouth, and he will speak to them all that I command him.

Or “congregation.”


^  (John 6:14, 15) When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone.



^  (John 17:14) I have given your word to them, but the world has hated them, because they are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.



^  (John 18:36) Jesus answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have fought that I should not be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.”



^  (Matt. 6:10) Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (John 6:16-20) When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!”



^  (John 6:16-20) When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!”



^  (Matt. 14:22-31) Then, without delay, he made his disciples board the boat and go ahead of him to the opposite shore, while he sent the crowds away. 23 After sending the crowds away, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone. 24 By now the boat was many hundreds of yards away from land, struggling against the waves because the wind was against them. 25 But in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. 26 When they caught sight of him walking on the sea, the disciples were troubled, saying: “It is an apparition!”* And they cried out in their fear. 27 But at once Jesus spoke to them, saying: “Take courage! It is I; do not be afraid.” 28 Peter answered him: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you over the waters.” 29 He said: “Come!” So Peter got out of the boat and walked over the waters and went toward Jesus. 30 But looking at the windstorm, he became afraid. And when he started to sink, he cried out: “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately stretching out his hand, Jesus caught hold of him and said to him: “You with little faith, why did you give way to doubt?”

Or “illusion.”


^  (Matt. 14:33) Then those in the boat did obeisance to him, saying: “You really are God’s Son.”



^  (Mark 6:50-52) For they all saw him and were troubled. But immediately he spoke to them and said: “Take courage! It is I; do not be afraid.” 51 Then he got up into the boat with them, and the wind abated. At this they were utterly amazed, 52 for they had not grasped the meaning of the loaves, but their hearts continued dull in understanding.



^ (John 6:26, 27) Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.”



^  (John 6:22-24) The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus.



^  (John 6:26, 27) Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.”



^  (John 6:28, 29) So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.”



^  (John 3:16-18) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world for him to judge the world, but for the world to be saved through him. 18 Whoever exercises faith in him is not to be judged. Whoever does not exercise faith has been judged already, because he has not exercised faith in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.



^  (John 3:36) The one who exercises faith in the Son has everlasting life; the one who disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains upon him.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ (Ps. 78:24, 25) He kept raining down manna for them to eat; He gave them the grain of heaven. 25 Men ate the bread of mighty ones;* He provided enough to satisfy them.

Or “of angels.”


^  (John 6:30) Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing?



^  (Neh. 9:15) You gave them bread from heaven when they were hungry, and you brought water out of the crag when they were thirsty, and you told them to enter and take possession of the land that you had sworn* to give to them.

Lit., “lifted your hand.”


^  (Ps. 78:24, 25) He kept raining down manna for them to eat; He gave them the grain of heaven. 25 Men ate the bread of mighty ones;* He provided enough to satisfy them.

Or “of angels.”


^  (John 6:32) Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven.



^  (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^  (Matt. 4:3, 4) And the Tempter approached and said to him: “If you are a son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s mouth.’”



^  (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^ (1 Cor. 10:6, 7) Now these things became examples for us, in order for us not to desire injurious things, as they desired them. 7 Neither become idolaters, as some of them did; just as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink. Then they got up to have a good time.”



^ (1 Cor. 10:11) Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for a warning to us upon whom the ends of the systems of things have come.



^  (Luke 11:3) Give us each day our bread according to our daily needs.



^  (Eccl. 2:24) There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and find enjoyment* in his hard work. This too, I have realized, is from the hand of the true God,

Or “cause his soul to see good.”


^  (Eccl. 8:15) So I recommended rejoicing, because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice; this should accompany him as he works hard during the days of his life, which the true God gives him under the sun.



^  (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:6, 7) Now these things became examples for us, in order for us not to desire injurious things, as they desired them. 7 Neither become idolaters, as some of them did; just as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink. Then they got up to have a good time.”



^  (1 Cor. 10:11) Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for a warning to us upon whom the ends of the systems of things have come.



^  (Num. 11:4-6) The mixed crowd* who were in their midst then expressed selfish longing, and the Israelites too began to weep again and say: “Who will give us meat to eat? 5 How fondly we remember the fish that we used to eat without cost in Egypt, also the cucumbers, the watermelons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic! 6 But now we* are withering away. We see nothing at all except this manna.”

Apparently the non-Israelites among them.
Or “our souls.”


^  (Num. 11:31-34) Then a wind from Jehovah sprang up and began driving quail from the sea and causing them to fall around the camp, about a day’s journey on this side and a day’s journey on the other side, all around the camp, and they were about two cubits* deep on the ground. 32 So all that day and all night and all the next day, the people stayed up and gathered the quail. No one gathered less than ten hoʹmers,* and they kept spreading them all around the camp for themselves. 33 But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it could be chewed, Jehovah’s anger blazed against the people, and Jehovah began striking the people with a very great slaughter. 34 So they gave that place the name Kibʹroth-hat·taʹa·vah,* because there they buried the people who showed selfish craving.

A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
A homer equaled 220 L (200 dry qt). See App. B14.
Meaning “Burial Places of the Craving.”


^  (Ex. 32:4-6) Then he took the gold from them, and he formed it with an engraving tool and made it into a statue* of a calf. They began to say: “This is your God, O Israel, who led you up out of the land of Egypt.” 5 When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it. Then Aaron called out: “There is a festival to Jehovah tomorrow.” 6 So they got up early on the next day and began offering up burnt offerings and presenting communion sacrifices. After that the people sat down to eat and drink. Then they got up to have a good time.

Or “molten statue.”


^  (Matt. 6:9-11) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth. 11 Give us today our bread for this day;



^  (Isa. 25:6-8) In this mountain Jehovah of armies will make for all the peoples A banquet of rich dishes, A banquet of fine wine,* Of rich dishes filled with marrow, Of fine, filtered wine.  7 In this mountain he will do away with* the shroud that is enveloping all the peoples And the covering* that is woven over all the nations.  8 He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “of wine kept on the dregs.”
Lit., “swallow up.”
Or “veil.”
Or “do away with.”


^  (Ps. 72:16) There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; On the top of the mountains it will overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebʹa·non, And in the cities people will blossom like the vegetation of the earth.



^  (Isa. 65:21, 22) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full.



^ (John 6:35) Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all.



^  (John 6:35) Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all.



^  (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.



^  (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^  (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^ (1 Cor. 10:6, 7) Now these things became examples for us, in order for us not to desire injurious things, as they desired them. 7 Neither become idolaters, as some of them did; just as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink. Then they got up to have a good time.”



^ (1 Cor. 10:11) Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for a warning to us upon whom the ends of the systems of things have come.









STUDY ARTICLE 49




SONG 147 Life Everlasting Is Promised



Everlasting Life for You​—But How?



“Everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him [will] have everlasting life.”​—JOHN 6:40.




FOCUS

How both the anointed and the other sheep benefit from the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.




 1. How might some feel about living forever?


Your answer



MANY people watch what they eat and try to exercise regularly in order to stay healthy. Still, they do not expect to live forever. Hoping for that could seem unrealistic and undesirable because of the distress that comes with old age. Nevertheless, Jesus spoke in a positive way about “everlasting life,” as indicated at John 3:16 and 5:24.

 2. What does John chapter 6 say about everlasting life? (John 6:39, 40)


Your answer



2 One day, Jesus miraculously fed bread and fish to a crowd of thousands.* That was amazing, but what he said the next day was even more astounding. The crowd had followed him to Capernaum, near the shore of Galilee, where he told them that people could be resurrected and enjoy everlasting life. (Read John 6:39, 40.) In view of that, think of your friends and loved ones who have died. Jesus’ words indicate that many who have died can be resurrected and that both you and your loved ones can enjoy everlasting life. However, Jesus’ further words in John chapter 6 have been hard for many to understand. Let us take a closer look at them.

 3. According to John 6:51, what did Jesus reveal about himself?


Your answer



3 The crowd in Capernaum saw a connection between the loaves Jesus had recently fed them and the manna that Jehovah had provided for their ancestors. In fact, the Scriptures call that manna “bread from heaven.” (Ps. 105:40; John 6:31) Jesus used the manna as the basis for what he taught next. Though the manna was a miraculous provision from God, those who ate it eventually died. (John 6:49) In contrast, Jesus called himself “the true bread from heaven,” “the bread of God,” and “the bread of life.” (John 6:32, 33, 35) Jesus pointed to a key difference between the manna and himself. He said: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever.” (Read John 6:51.) Those Jews were puzzled. How could Jesus claim to have come down from heaven as “the bread” superior to the miraculous manna that God gave their forefathers? Jesus provided an interesting clue when he said: “The bread that I will give is my flesh.” What could he have meant? We should want to understand because the answer shows how everlasting life is possible for us and our loved ones. Let us see what Jesus meant.

LIVING BREAD AND HIS FLESH

 4. Why were some shocked by what Jesus said?


Your answer



4 Some of those hearing Jesus were shocked when he spoke of giving his “flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” Did they think that he was going to give them his literal flesh to eat, which would be a form of cannibalism? (John 6:52) Note this startling detail that Jesus added: “Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.”​—John 6:53.

 5. Why can we be sure that Jesus did not mean that people would have to drink his literal blood?


Your answer



5 Back in Noah’s day, God prohibited humans from consuming blood. (Gen. 9:3, 4) Jehovah repeated that restriction in his Law to Israel. Anyone eating blood was to “be put to death.” (Lev. 7:27, ftn.) Jesus upheld that Law. (Matt. 5:17-19) So it is unthinkable that he would urge a crowd of Jews to consume his actual flesh or drink the blood in his veins. Nonetheless, with this striking statement, Jesus was, in fact, teaching the people how to gain life​—“everlasting life.”​—John 6:54.

 6. In what sense are we to understand Jesus’ words about eating his flesh and drinking his blood?


Your answer



6 What was Jesus’ point? Clearly, Jesus was speaking in a figurative sense, as he had done earlier when he told a Samaritan woman: “Whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty at all, but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water bubbling up to impart everlasting life.” (John 4:7, 14)* Jesus was not suggesting that the Samaritan woman would get everlasting life simply by drinking certain literal water. Similarly, he was not saying that the crowds he spoke to in Capernaum would live forever if they ate his literal flesh and drank his literal blood.

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TWO OCCASIONS

 7. What do some claim about Jesus’ statement found at John 6:53?


Your answer



7 Some religious people claim that Jesus’ words found at John 6:53 about eating his flesh and drinking his blood set a pattern for the Lord’s Evening Meal because on that later occasion, he used wording that was somewhat similar. (Matt. 26:26-28) They claim that everyone who attends the Lord’s Evening Meal should partake of the bread and the wine that are passed among those in attendance. Is that correct? It is important that we investigate the validity of that claim because each year millions around the globe gather with us for that event. We will note a number of differences between what is stated at John 6:53 and what Jesus said at the Lord’s Evening Meal.

 8. What are some differences between the two occasions? (See also pictures.)


Your answer



8 Let us note two differences between these occasions. First, when and where did Jesus speak the words recorded at John 6:53-56? He did so to a crowd of Jews in Galilee in 32 C.E. That was about a year before he instituted the Lord’s Evening Meal in Jerusalem. Second, to whom were his words addressed? Most of his listeners in Galilee were more interested in satisfying their temporary physical needs than in satisfying their spiritual needs. (John 6:26) In fact, when Jesus said something that they found hard to understand, they quickly lost their faith in him. Even some of his disciples stopped following him. (John 6:14, 36, 42, 60, 64, 66) Contrast that event with what happened about a year later in 33 C.E. when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Evening Meal. On that occasion, his 11 loyal apostles were with him even though they did not fully understand all that he was teaching. Still, unlike most of those in Galilee, his faithful apostles were convinced that Jesus was the Son of God who had come down from heaven. (Matt. 16:16) He commended them: “You are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials.” (Luke 22:28) These two differences alone undermine the claim that Jesus’ words found at John 6:53 set the pattern for the Lord’s Evening Meal. And there is further evidence.



[image: Collage: 1. Jesus speaks to a crowd. Some murmur and others are shocked at what he is saying. 2. Jesus institutes the Lord’s Evening Meal with his faithful apostles.]

John chapter 6 relates what Jesus said to a crowd of Jews in Galilee (left). A year later he spoke to his small group of loyal apostles in Jerusalem (right) (See paragraph 8)







YOU ARE INVOLVED

 9. To what group do Jesus’ words spoken at the Lord’s Evening Meal apply?


Your answer



9 During the Lord’s Evening Meal, Jesus offered unleavened bread to his apostles and told them that it represented his body. Then he gave them the wine and said that it stood for the “blood of the covenant.” (Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:20; 1 Cor. 11:24) That is significant. The new covenant is made with “the house of [spiritual] Israel”​—who will be “in the Kingdom of God”—​not with mankind in general. (Heb. 8:6, 10; 9:15) The apostles did not grasp that at the time, but they would soon be anointed with holy spirit and brought into the new covenant to have a place with Jesus in heaven.​—John 14:2, 3.

10. How was what Jesus said in Galilee different in scope from what he said during the Lord’s Evening Meal? (See also picture.)


Your answer



10 Take note that during the Lord’s Evening Meal, Jesus focused on the “little flock.” That small group started with his faithful apostles who were physically present with him in the room. (Luke 12:32) They and others who would be in that group were expected to partake of the two emblems​—the bread and the wine. They are the ones who will receive a place in heaven with Jesus. What he said to his apostles on this occasion stands in contrast with what he said to the crowd in Galilee, where he was speaking in a way that was broader in scope. Those words apply to a vast number of people.



[image: A brother partaking of the bread during the Lord’s Evening Meal.]

Those who partake of the bread and the wine are a small group, but anyone can exercise faith in Jesus and gain everlasting life (See paragraph 10)







11. What did Jesus say in Galilee that shows that he was not referring to a limited group?


Your answer



11 When Jesus was in Galilee in 32 C.E., he was mainly addressing Jews who wanted bread from him. However, he called their attention to something much more beneficial than literal food. He identified a provision by which they could gain everlasting life. And Jesus said that those who died could be resurrected on the last day and live forever. He was not referring to a chosen few, a limited number, as he did later during the Lord’s Evening Meal. Rather, in Galilee he focused on a blessing that would be available to all people. In fact, he said: “If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever . . . The bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.”​—John 6:51.*

12. What is needed to gain the benefits Jesus spoke of?


Your answer



12 Jesus did not tell the Jews in Galilee that this blessing would come to every person who had ever lived or would ever be born. Only the ones who ‘eat of this bread,’ those who exercise faith, will benefit. Many nominal Christians feel that they will be saved if they merely “believe on [Jesus]” and view him as their personal savior. (John 6:29, King James Version) Yet, some in the crowd who initially believed in Jesus abandoned him. Why?

13. What is needed to be a true disciple of Jesus?


Your answer



13 Most in the crowd whom Jesus fed were happy to follow him as long as he provided what they wanted. They were interested in miraculous cures, free food, or teachings that matched their expectations. However, Jesus showed that more would be required of his true disciples. He did not come to earth simply to satisfy people’s fleshly desires. They had to respond to his invitation to “come to” him by accepting and obeying everything he taught.​—John 5:40; 6:44.

14. What must we do to benefit from Jesus’ flesh and blood?


Your answer



14 Jesus emphasized to the crowd the need for them to exercise faith. In what? In the redeeming power of his flesh and blood that he would, in time, sacrifice. Such faith was essential for those Jews, and it is still essential today. (John 6:40) Yes, for us to benefit from Jesus’ flesh and blood, as mentioned at John 6:53, we need to exercise faith in the ransom. That possibility is available to a vast number of people.​—Eph. 1:7.

15-16. What benefits should John chapter 6 help us to keep in mind?


Your answer



15 The Bible record in John chapter 6 holds great value for us and our loved ones. It makes plain Jesus’ kind feelings for people. While in Galilee, he healed the sick, taught about the Kingdom, and made sure that the basic human need for food was filled. (Luke 9:11; John 6:2, 11, 12) More important, he taught that he is “the bread of life.”​—John 6:35, 48.

16 Those he referred to as “other sheep” do not and should not partake of the bread and the wine at the annual Lord’s Evening Meal. (John 10:16) Nonetheless, they benefit from the flesh and the blood of Jesus Christ. They do so by exercising faith in the redeeming value of his sacrifice. (John 6:53) In contrast, those who should partake of the bread and the wine show that they have been brought into the new covenant as prospective heirs of the heavenly Kingdom. Consequently, whether we are of the anointed or of the other sheep, the account in John chapter 6 is rich in meaning for us. It highlights the vital need to exercise faith and thus gain everlasting life.



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  What must we do to live forever?


Your answer





	  What are some differences between what Jesus said in 32 C.E., as recorded in John chapter 6, and what he said in 33 C.E., at the Lord’s Evening Meal?


Your answer





	  Though the other sheep should not partake of the Memorial emblems, what wonderful prospect does John chapter 6 provide for them?


Your answer












SONG 150 Seek God for Your Deliverance



^  John 6:5-35 is discussed in the preceding article.


^  The water that Jesus mentioned represents Jehovah’s provisions for everlasting life.


^  John chapter 6 uses words that can be rendered “whoever” and “everyone” regarding those who could live forever.​—John 6:35, 40, 47, 54, 56-58.






^ (John 6:40) For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (John 5:24) Most truly I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes the One who sent me has everlasting life, and he does not come into judgment but has passed over from death to life.



^ (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^ (John 6:39, 40) This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^  (John 6:39, 40) This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^  (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^ (John 6:51) I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.”



^  (Ps. 105:40) They asked, and he brought quail; He kept satisfying them with bread from heaven.



^  (John 6:31) Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”



^  (John 6:49) Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died.



^  (John 6:32, 33) Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”



^  (John 6:35) Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all.



^  (John 6:51) I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.”



^  (John 6:52) Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”



^  (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^  (Gen. 9:3, 4) Every moving animal that is alive may serve as food for you. Just as I gave you the green vegetation, I give them all to you. 4 Only flesh with its life*—its blood—you must not eat.

Or “soul.”


^  (Lev. 7:27) Anyone* who eats any blood must be cut off* from his people.’”

Or “Any soul.”
Or “put to death.”


^  (Matt. 5:17-19) “Do not think I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I came, not to destroy, but to fulfill. 18 Truly I say to you that sooner would heaven and earth pass away than for one smallest letter or one stroke of a letter to pass away from the Law until all things take place. 19 Whoever, therefore, breaks one of these least commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in relation to the Kingdom of the heavens. But whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in relation to the Kingdom of the heavens.



^  (John 6:54) Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day;



^  (John 4:7) A woman of Sa·marʹi·a came to draw water. Jesus said to her: “Give me a drink.”



^  (John 4:14) Whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty at all, but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water bubbling up to impart everlasting life.”



^ (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^  (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^  (Matt. 26:26-28) As they continued eating, Jesus took a loaf, and after saying a blessing, he broke it, and giving it to the disciples, he said: “Take, eat. This means my body.” 27 And taking a cup, he offered thanks and gave it to them, saying: “Drink out of it, all of you, 28 for this means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many for forgiveness of sins.



^  (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^ (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^  (John 6:53-56) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him.



^  (John 6:26) Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied.



^  (John 6:14) When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.”



^  (John 6:36) But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe.



^  (John 6:42) And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”



^  (John 6:60) When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?”



^  (John 6:64) But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him.



^  (John 6:66) Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him.



^  (Matt. 16:16) Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”



^  (Luke 22:28) “However, you are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials;



^  (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^  (Mark 14:22-25) And as they continued eating, he took a loaf, said a blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying: “Take it; this means my body.” 23 And taking a cup, he offered thanks and gave it to them, and they all drank out of it. 24 And he said to them: “This means my ‘blood of the covenant,’ which is to be poured out in behalf of many. 25 Truly I say to you, I will by no means drink anymore of the product of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the Kingdom of God.”



^  (Luke 22:20) Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^  (1 Cor. 11:24) and after giving thanks, he broke it and said: “This means my body, which is in your behalf. Keep doing this in remembrance of me.”



^  (Heb. 8:6) But now Jesus has obtained a more excellent ministry* because he is also the mediator of a correspondingly better covenant, which has been legally established on better promises.

Or “public service.”


^  (Heb. 8:10) “‘For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,’ says Jehovah.* ‘I will put my laws in their mind, and in their hearts I will write them. And I will become their God, and they will become my people.

See App. A5.


^  (Heb. 9:15) That is why he is a mediator of a new covenant, in order that because a death has occurred for their release by ransom from the transgressions under the former covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the everlasting inheritance.



^  (John 14:2, 3) In the house of my Father are many dwelling places. Otherwise, I would have told you, for I am going my way to prepare a place for you. 3 Also, if I go my way and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you home to myself, so that where I am you also may be.



^  (Luke 12:32) “Have no fear, little flock, for your Father has approved of giving you the Kingdom.



^  (John 6:51) I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.”



^  (John 6:29) In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.”



^  (John 5:40) And yet you do not want to come to me so that you may have life.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (John 6:40) For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^  (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^  (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.



^ (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^  (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^  (Luke 9:11) But the crowds, getting to know it, followed him. And he received them kindly and began to speak to them about the Kingdom of God, and he healed those needing a cure.



^  (John 6:2) And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick.



^  (John 6:11, 12) Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.”



^  (John 6:35) Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all.



^  (John 6:48) “I am the bread of life.



^  (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^  (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^  (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^ (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^ (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^ (John 6:5-35) When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all.



^ (John 6:1-71) After this Jesus set out across the Sea of Galʹi·lee, or Ti·beʹri·as. 2 And a large crowd kept following him, because they were observing the miraculous signs he was performing in healing the sick. 3 So Jesus went up on a mountain and sat down there with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. 5 When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip: “Where will we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 However, he was saying this to test him, for he knew what he was about to do. 7 Philip answered him: “Two hundred de·narʹi·i worth of bread is not enough for each of them to get even a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him: 9 “Here is a little boy who has five barley loaves and two small fish. But what are these among so many?” 10 Jesus said: “Have the people sit down.” As there was a lot of grass in that place, the men sat down there, about 5,000 in number. 11 Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks, he distributed it to those who were sitting there; he did likewise with the small fish, and they had as much as they wanted. 12 But when they had eaten their fill, he said to his disciples: “Gather together the fragments left over, so that nothing is wasted.” 13 So they gathered them together and filled 12 baskets with fragments left over by those who had eaten from the five barley loaves. 14 When the people saw the sign he performed, they began to say: “This really is the Prophet who was to come into the world.” 15 Then Jesus, knowing that they were about to come and seize him to make him king, withdrew again to the mountain all alone. 16 When evening fell, his disciples went down to the sea, 17 and boarding a boat, they set out across the sea for Ca·perʹna·um. By now it had grown dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18 Also, the sea was getting rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19 However, when they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and getting near the boat, and they became fearful. 20 But he said to them: “It is I; do not be afraid!” 21 Then they were willing to take him into the boat, and right away the boat arrived at the land to which they had been heading. 22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the sea saw that there was no boat there. A small one had been there, but Jesus had not boarded that boat with his disciples, for his disciples had left by themselves. 23 Boats from Ti·beʹri·as, however, arrived near the place where they ate the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they boarded their boats and came to Ca·perʹna·um to look for Jesus. 25 When they found him across the sea, they said to him: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 26 Jesus answered them: “Most truly I say to you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate from the loaves and were satisfied. 27 Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.” 28 So they said to him: “What must we do to carry out the works of God?” 29 In answer Jesus said to them: “This is the work of God, that you exercise faith in the one whom he sent.” 30 Then they said to him: “What are you performing as a sign, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you doing? 31 Our forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness, just as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them: “Most truly I say to you, Moses did not give you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 So they said to him: “Lord, always give us this bread.” 35 Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all. 36 But as I said to you, you have even seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All those whom the Father gives me will come to me, and I will never drive away the one who comes to me; 38 for I have come down from heaven to do, not my own will, but the will of him who sent me. 39 This is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose none out of all those whom he has given me, but that I should resurrect them on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.” 41 Then the Jews began to murmur about him because he had said: “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 And they began saying: “Is this not Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How does he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43 In response Jesus said to them: “Stop murmuring among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught* by Jehovah.’ Everyone who has listened to the Father and has learned comes to me. 46 Not that any man has seen the Father, except the one who is from God; this one has seen the Father. 47 Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life. 48 “I am the bread of life. 49 Your forefathers ate the manna in the wilderness and yet they died. 50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and for a fact, the bread that I will give is my flesh in behalf of the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying: “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day; 55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said these things as he was teaching in a synagogue in Ca·perʹna·um. 60 When they heard this, many of his disciples said: “This speech is shocking; who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were murmuring about this, said to them: “Does this stumble you?* 62 What, therefore, if you should see the Son of man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the spirit that is life-giving; the flesh is of no use at all. The sayings that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning those who did not believe and the one who would betray him. 65 He went on to say: “This is why I have said to you, no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 66 Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them: “I chose you twelve, did I not? Yet one of you is a slanderer.” 71 He was, in fact, speaking of Judas the son of Simon Is·carʹi·ot, for this one was going to betray him, although he was one of the Twelve.

Or “be those taught.”
Or “Does this offend you; Does this cause you to be offended?”


^ (John 6:35) Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will not get hungry at all, and whoever exercises faith in me will never get thirsty at all.



^ (John 6:40) For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^ (John 6:47) Most truly I say to you, whoever believes has everlasting life.



^ (John 6:54) Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day;



^ (John 6:56-58) Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood remains in union with me, and I in union with him. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so also the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. It is not as when your forefathers ate and yet died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.”









STUDY ARTICLE 50




SONG 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”



Parents​—Help Your Child to Strengthen His Faith



“Prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”​—ROM. 12:2.




FOCUS

Practical suggestions on how parents can maintain good communication with their child and help him to strengthen his faith in God and in the Bible.




1-2. How should parents respond to a child who asks questions about our Bible-based beliefs?


Your answer



MANY would agree that being a parent is a full-time job. If you are a parent with a young child, we commend you for working hard to build strong faith in him. (Deut. 6:6, 7) As your child grows up, he may begin asking serious questions about our Bible-based beliefs, including the Bible’s moral standards.

2 At first, you may be worried about your child’s questions. You might even view such questions as a step backward regarding his faith. In reality, however, growing children need to ask questions in order to form their own convictions. (1 Cor. 13:11) So there is no reason to be fearful. You may view all sincere questions your child raises about our beliefs as opportunities to help him to develop his thinking ability.

 3. What will we consider in this article?


Your answer



3 In this article, we will discuss how parents can help their child or children (1) develop their own personal convictions, (2) build appreciation for the Bible’s moral standards, and (3) defend their beliefs. As we do, we will also consider positive aspects of children’s questions and some family activities that may give parents the opportunity to talk about Christian beliefs.

HELP YOUR CHILD DEVELOP HIS CONVICTIONS

 4. What questions might a child have, and why?


Your answer



4 Christian parents recognize that faith in God is not something a child inherits. You were not born with faith in Jehovah. That is also true of your child. Over time a child may wrestle with such questions as: ‘How do I know that there is a God? Can I really believe what the Bible says?’ In fact, the Bible actually encourages us to use our “power of reason” and to “make sure of all things.” (Rom. 12:1; 1 Thess. 5:21) How, though, can you help your child to strengthen his faith?

 5. What can parents do to help their child develop faith in the Bible? (Romans 12:2)


Your answer



5 Encourage your child to prove the truth to himself. (Read Romans 12:2.) When your child asks questions, take the opportunity to show him how to find the answers by using research tools, such as the Watch Tower Publications Index and the Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses. In the latter, under the subject “The Bible,” he might look up “Inspired by God” to find evidence that the Bible is not just a good book written by men. Rather, it is “the word of God.” (1 Thess. 2:13) For example, he could research the ancient Assyrian city of Nineveh. In the past, some Bible critics claimed that the city of Nineveh never existed. But by the 1850’s, the ruins of this city were unearthed, proving the Bible’s account to be accurate. (Zeph. 2:13-15) For information on how the destruction of Nineveh fulfilled Bible prophecy, he might see the article “Did You Know?” in the November 2021 issue of The Watchtower. By comparing what he learns from our publications with what he learns from encyclopedias and other respected sources, your child will have good reason to increase his faith in what the Bible says.

 6. How can parents stimulate their child’s thinking ability? Give an example. (See also picture.)


Your answer



6 Stimulate your child’s thinking ability. Parents have different opportunities to engage in interesting conversations with their child about the Bible or about faith in God. These opportunities may come up during a visit to a museum, a botanical garden, or an exhibit at a branch office of Jehovah’s Witnesses. For example, when touring a museum, whether in person or virtually, you could draw your child’s attention to historical events or artifacts that can strengthen his conviction that the Bible is accurate. Does your child know that God’s personal name appears on a 3,000-year-old slab of stone known as the Moabite Stone? The original Moabite Stone is on display in the Louvre Museum in Paris, France. Also, a replica of the Moabite Stone is on display at “The Bible and the Divine Name” exhibit located at the World Headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Warwick, New York. The Moabite Stone reveals that King Mesha of Moab rebelled against Israel. That is in accord with what the Bible says. (2 Ki. 3:4, 5) When your child sees with his own eyes evidence of the Bible’s truthfulness and accuracy, his faith will become stronger.​—Compare 2 Chronicles 9:6.



[image: A father and his teenage daughter looking at a museum’s website on a computer.]

Can you stimulate your child’s thinking ability by pointing out things found in museums? (See paragraph 6)







7-8. (a) What can we learn from the beauty and design we see in nature? Give an example. (See also picture.) (b) What questions can help your child to strengthen his belief in a Creator?


Your answers



7 Encourage your child to think about the natural world. While you are walking in the countryside or gardening, draw your child’s attention to the intriguing patterns that can be seen in nature. Why? These patterns give evidence of intelligence and wise design. Spiral patterns, for instance, have been studied by scientists for many years. Biophysicist Nicola Fameli explains that when you count the number of spirals found in nature, you discover a certain series of numbers. These make up what is called the Fibonacci sequence. Spiral patterns can be observed in many things, such as the shape of some galaxies, the pattern of nautilus shells, the leaves of plants, and the head of sunflowers.*

8 As your child learns more in science class at school, he will discover that laws govern the shape of many things. For example, each snowflake is formed according to geometric patterns known as fractals. Fractal patterns are also found in other things in nature. But who made the laws that result in these beautiful patterns? Who is behind the order and careful design we see in nature? The more your child thinks about such questions, the more likely it is that he will be able to develop a strong belief that God created all things. (Heb. 3:4) At some point, you could ask him this question, “If God created us, would it not be reasonable to conclude that he has also given us moral guidance on how to be happy?” You can then point out that such valuable guidance is found in the Bible.



[image: Collage: Spiral patterns found in nature. 1. A galaxy. 2. A nautilus shell. 3. The leaves of a plant. 4. A sunflower.]
NASA, ESA, and the Hubble Heritage (STScl/​AURA)-ESA/​Hubble Collaboration


What is behind the beauty and design that we find in nature? (See paragraphs 7-8)







BUILD APPRECIATION FOR THE BIBLE’S MORAL STANDARDS

 9. What might cause a child to question the value of the Bible’s moral standards?


Your answer



9 If your child questions the value of the Bible’s moral standards, try to discern any underlying reasons for the questions. Does he really disagree with the Bible’s moral standards, or is the problem simply that when speaking with others, he does not know how to defend his Christian values? In either case, you can help your child to appreciate the Bible’s moral standards by studying the Enjoy Life Forever! book.*

10. How can you help your child to think about his personal relationship with Jehovah?


Your answer



10 Encourage your child to treasure his personal relationship with Jehovah. As you study the Bible with your child, try to draw him out by using the viewpoint questions and illustrations that are found in the Enjoy Life Forever! book. (Prov. 20:5) For instance, lesson 8 compares Jehovah to a caring friend who gives us reminders that can protect and benefit us. After discussing 1 John 5:3, you might ask, “Knowing that Jehovah is such a good Friend, how should we view what he tells us to do?” That may seem to be a simple question, but asking it might help your child to view God’s laws as evidence of His love.​—Isa. 48:17, 18.

11. How can you help your child to appreciate the value of Bible principles? (Proverbs 2:10, 11)


Your answer



11 Discuss how applying Bible principles benefits us. When you read the Bible or the daily text together, discuss how Bible principles have helped your family. For example, does your child see the benefits of being diligent and honest? (Heb. 13:18) You might also emphasize how applying Bible principles protects us physically and emotionally. (Prov. 14:29, 30) Discussing such principles will likely help your child to appreciate the Bible’s advice even more.​—Read Proverbs 2:10, 11.

12. How does one father help his son to appreciate the practical value of Bible principles?


Your answer



12 Steve, a father in France, explains how he and his wife help their teenage son, Ethan, to see the love that is behind Jehovah’s laws: “We ask him such questions as, ‘Why does Jehovah require that we respect this principle? How does this show that he loves us? What would happen if you did not apply that principle?’” Conversations like these have helped Ethan to make Jehovah’s moral standards his own. Steve adds: “Our goal is to help Ethan to see that the Bible contains wisdom that is far superior to human wisdom.”

13. How can parents train their child to apply Bible principles? Give an example.


Your answer



13 Train your child to apply Bible principles. One opportunity to do so is when your child is assigned to read a book as part of a school project. The book may present the idea that characters who engage in immoral acts or who display outbursts of anger are worthy of imitation. You might encourage your child to think about the actions of the characters in the light of Bible principles. (Prov. 22:24, 25; 1 Cor. 15:33; Phil. 4:8) That may equip him to give a witness to his teacher and fellow students during class discussions of the assigned material.

PREPARE YOUR CHILD TO DEFEND HIS BELIEFS

14. What subject could be intimidating for a young Christian, and why?


Your answer



14 Young Christians may at times lack the confidence to defend their beliefs. They may feel intimidated when the theory of evolution comes up in class. Why? Their teachers may present evolution as an established fact. If you are a parent, how can you help your child to have the confidence to stand firm in his beliefs?

15. What can help a young Christian to be more confident in what he believes?


Your answer



15 Help your child to become more confident in what he believes. Your child does not need to be ashamed because he knows the truth about creation. (2 Tim. 1:8) Why not? The fact is that many scientists also understand that life did not appear spontaneously or by chance. They perceive intelligent and obvious design in the complexity of life. As a result, they do not accept the evolution theory that is commonly presented in schools around the globe. Your child can fortify his own convictions by reflecting on the reasons that persuaded other brothers and sisters to believe that life was created.*

16. How can parents help a child to defend his belief in a Creator? (1 Peter 3:15) (See also picture.)


Your answer



16 Prepare your child to defend his belief in a Creator. (Read 1 Peter 3:15.) You might find it useful to review together articles on jw.org in the series “Young People Ask​—Creation or Evolution?” Then discuss the line of reasoning that your child feels is most persuasive for helping others understand the truth about the Creator. Remind him that he does not need to argue with his schoolmates. Encourage him to use simple logic and reasoning if some are open to a pleasant discussion. For example, a schoolmate might say: “I believe only what I can see, and I have never seen God.” A young Christian could respond: “Imagine that you are walking through a forest far from any human activity and you come upon a functioning well. What would you conclude? If the presence of a well gives clear evidence of intelligent life having made it, how much more so does the existence of the universe!”



[image: ]

Use logic and reasoning when speaking with schoolmates (See paragraphs 16-17)*







17. How can parents encourage their child to look for opportunities to share Bible truth with others? Illustrate.


Your answer



17 Encourage your child to look for opportunities to share Bible truth with others. (Rom. 10:10) You might compare his efforts to talk about his faith with the efforts needed to play a musical instrument. At first, a learner practices tunes that are simple to play. In time, playing music becomes easier. Similarly, a young Christian might at first use a simple approach when sharing his faith with others. For example, he might ask a schoolmate: “Did you know that engineers often copy designs from nature? Let me show you a fascinating video.” After sharing a video from the series Was It Designed? he might say: “If a scientist gets credit for a design that already exists in nature, who deserves credit for the original?” Such a simple approach might be enough to stimulate a young person’s interest and leave him open to learning more.

CONTINUE TO HELP YOUR CHILD STRENGTHEN HIS FAITH

18. How can parents continue to strengthen their child’s faith in God?


Your answer



18 We live in a world dominated by people who have no faith in Jehovah. (2 Pet. 3:3) Therefore, parents, as you study the Bible with your child, encourage him to explore topics that will increase his respect for God’s Word and moral standards. Stimulate his thinking ability by pointing out marvelous facets of Jehovah’s creation. Help him to appreciate the astounding Bible prophecies that have already been fulfilled. And above all, pray with your child and for him. When you do, you can be assured that Jehovah will reward your efforts to help your child strengthen his faith.​—2 Chron. 15:7.



HOW CAN PARENTS HELP THEIR CHILD . . .


	  develop his convictions?


Your answer





	  build appreciation for the Bible’s moral standards?


Your answer





	  defend his belief in a Creator?


Your answer
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^  For more information, see on jw.org the video The Wonders of Creation Reveal God’s Glory—Patterns.


^  If your child has already completed his study of the Enjoy Life Forever! book, you might review with him some lessons in sections 3 and 4, which discuss the Bible’s moral standards.


^  See the article “Why We Believe in a Creator” in Awake!, September 2006, and the brochure The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking. For additional examples, watch on jw.org the video series Viewpoints on the Origin of Life.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A young Witness shows a schoolmate who is interested in drones a video from the series Was It Designed?






^ (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^  (1 Cor. 13:11) When I was a child, I used to speak as a child, to think as a child, to reason as a child; but now that I have become a man, I have done away with the traits of a child.



^  (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^  (1 Thess. 5:21) Make sure of all things; hold fast to what is fine.



^ (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (1 Thess. 2:13) Indeed, that is why we also thank God unceasingly, because when you received God’s word, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but, just as it truthfully is, as the word of God, which is also at work in you believers.



^  (Zeph. 2:13-15) He will stretch out his hand toward the north and destroy As·syrʹi·a, And he will make Ninʹe·veh desolate, as dry as a desert. 14 Herds will lie down within her, all sorts of wild animals.* Both pelican and porcupine will spend the night among her pillar capitals. A voice will sing in the window. There will be devastation at the threshold; For he will expose the cedar panels. 15 This is the proud city that was sitting in security, That was saying in her heart, ‘I am the one, and there is nobody else.’ How she has become an object of horror, A place for the wild animals to lie down! Everyone passing by her will whistle and shake his fist.”

Lit., “every beast of a nation.”


^  (2 Ki. 3:4, 5) Now Meʹsha the king of Moʹab was a sheep raiser, and he used to pay 100,000 lambs and 100,000 unshorn rams as tribute to the king of Israel. 5 As soon as Aʹhab died, the king of Moʹab revolted against the king of Israel.



^  (2 Chron. 9:6) But I did not put faith in the reports until I had come and had seen it with my own eyes. And look! I had not been told the half of your great wisdom. You have far surpassed the report that I heard.



^  (Heb. 3:4) Of course, every house is constructed by someone, but the one who constructed all things is God.



^  (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”


^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Prov. 2:10, 11) When wisdom enters your heart And knowledge becomes pleasant to your soul,* 11 Thinking ability will keep watch over you, And discernment will safeguard you,

See Glossary.


^  (Heb. 13:18) Keep praying for us, for we trust we have an honest* conscience, as we wish to conduct ourselves honestly in all things.

Lit., “good.”


^  (Prov. 14:29, 30) The one who is slow to anger has great discernment, But the impatient one displays his foolishness. 30 A calm heart gives life* to the body, But jealousy is rottenness to the bones.

Or “health.”


^  (Prov. 2:10, 11) When wisdom enters your heart And knowledge becomes pleasant to your soul,* 11 Thinking ability will keep watch over you, And discernment will safeguard you,

See Glossary.


^  (Prov. 22:24, 25) Do not keep company with a hot-tempered man Or get involved with one disposed to rage, 25 So that you never learn his ways And ensnare yourself.*

Or “your soul.”


^  (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”


^  (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^  (2 Tim. 1:8) So do not become ashamed either of the witness about our Lord or of me, a prisoner for his sake, but take your part in suffering adversity for the good news by relying on the power of God.



^ (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (Rom. 10:10) For with the heart one exercises faith for righteousness, but with the mouth one makes public declaration for salvation.



^  (2 Pet. 3:3) First of all know this, that in the last days ridiculers will come with their ridicule, proceeding according to their own desires



^  (2 Chron. 15:7) But you, be strong and do not become discouraged,* for your activity will be rewarded.”

Lit., “do not let your hands drop.”
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SONG 3 Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence



Your Tears Are Precious to Jehovah



“Do collect my tears in your skin bottle. Are they not recorded in your book?”​—PS. 56:8.




FOCUS

How Jehovah fully understands our painful emotions and will provide us with the needed comfort.




1-2. What situations could make us shed tears?


Your answer



AT ONE time or another, we have all shed tears. When we go through situations that make us very happy, we might shed tears of joy. Perhaps you cried when something important or special happened to you​—for instance, when your child was born, when you recalled a fond memory, or when you welcomed a dear friend whom you had not seen in years.

2 However, all too often, our tears reflect the pain we feel deep in our heart. For example, we might cry when someone sorely disappoints us. We might shed tears when suffering intense pain because of an unrelenting sickness or when mourning the loss of a loved one in death. At such times, we might feel as did the prophet Jeremiah when Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians. Jeremiah said: “Streams of water flow from my eyes . . . My eyes weep without ceasing, without pausing.”​—Lam. 3:48, 49.

 3. How does Jehovah feel when he sees his servants suffer? (Isaiah 63:9)


Your answer



3 Jehovah knows how many tears we have shed as a result of distressing situations. The Bible assures us that he is aware of whatever painful situation his servants face, and he hears us when we cry out to him for help. (Ps. 34:15) But Jehovah does more than just see us and hear us. Like a loving parent, he is deeply moved when he sees his children cry, and he is eager to provide help.​—Read Isaiah 63:9.

 4. What can we learn from some Bible examples about Jehovah’s thinking?


Your answer



4 In his Word, Jehovah reveals how he responded when his servants shed tears. We can see this by considering the examples of Hannah, David, and King Hezekiah. What made them shed tears? How did Jehovah respond to their cry for help? And how can their example comfort us when we shed tears of sorrow, betrayal, or despair?

TEARS OF SORROW

 5. How did Hannah’s situation make her feel?


Your answer



5 Hannah faced several problems that caused her to shed tears of sorrow. One of these difficulties was that she was in a bigamous marriage, and her husband’s other wife, Peninnah, despised her. As if that were not bad enough, Hannah was childless, while Peninnah had several children. (1 Sam. 1:1, 2) Peninnah relentlessly taunted Hannah about her barrenness. How would you have felt in such a situation? Hannah was so upset that “she would weep and not eat,” and she became “extremely bitter” at heart.​—1 Sam. 1:6, 7, 10.

 6. What did Hannah do to find comfort?


Your answer



6 How did Hannah find comfort? One thing that helped her was that she went to the center of true worship, the tabernacle. There, possibly somewhere near the entrance to the courtyard of the tabernacle, “she began to pray to Jehovah and to weep uncontrollably.” She begged Jehovah: “Look upon the affliction of your servant and remember me.” (1 Sam. 1:10b, 11) Hannah poured out her feelings to Jehovah in prayer. How moved Jehovah must have been to see the tears of this precious daughter of his!

 7. What comfort did Hannah receive by opening her heart to Jehovah?


Your answer



7 How did Hannah feel after she opened her heart to Jehovah in prayer and received assurance from High Priest Eli? The account reads: “The woman went on her way and ate, and her face was no longer downcast.” (1 Sam. 1:17, 18) Even though her distressing situation had not yet changed, Hannah felt relieved. She had transferred the weight of her emotional burden to Jehovah. He saw her distress, heard her cry, and later blessed her by allowing her to conceive.​—1 Sam. 1:19, 20; 2:21.

8-9. In line with Hebrews 10:24, 25, why should we do all we can to attend Christian meetings? (See also picture.)


Your answer



8 Lessons for us. Are you dealing with a difficult situation that causes you to shed tears of sorrow? Perhaps you are grieving the death of a family member or a friend. At such times, it is only natural to want to be alone. But just as Hannah found comfort and encouragement by going to the tabernacle, you can find comfort by attending Christian meetings​—even if you are not feeling your best. (Read Hebrews 10:24, 25.) As we listen to comforting Bible passages at meetings, Jehovah can help us replace negative thoughts with positive ones. That can help us control our emotions, even if our situation does not immediately improve.

9 At our meetings, we also enjoy wholesome association with compassionate fellow believers, whose expressions of concern and love can lift our spirits. (1 Thess. 5:11, 14) Consider the experience of a special pioneer brother who lost his wife in death. He said: “I still shed tears. Sometimes, I will sit in a corner and just cry. But our meetings have been a true source of encouragement. The beautiful expressions of my brothers and sisters are really soothing to me. No matter how anxious, or worried, I am before I arrive at the meeting, I always feel better there.” When we are at our meetings, Jehovah can use our brothers and sisters to help us.



[image: Brothers and sisters at the Kingdom Hall, comforting an older brother who is sad.]

We can receive comfort from fellow worshippers (See paragraphs 8-9)







10. How might we follow Hannah’s example when we are hurting emotionally?


Your answer



10 Hannah also gained comfort by pouring out her feelings to Jehovah in prayer. You too can “throw all your anxiety on [Jehovah],” confident that he will listen. (1 Pet. 5:7) A sister whose husband was killed in an armed robbery recalled: “I felt as if my heart had been broken into tiny fragments and it would never heal. My comfort and solace came from praying to my loving heavenly Father, Jehovah. Sometimes, I couldn’t find the right words, but he understood me. When I was an emotional wreck, I would pray for peace. I could feel a calm come over my heart and mind and could then go on.” When you pour out your concerns to Jehovah, he is deeply moved by your tears of sorrow, understanding your pain of heart. Even if the cause of your anxiety remains, Jehovah can soothe your troubled heart and help you to feel a measure of peace. (Ps. 94:19; Phil. 4:6, 7) And he will reward your faithful endurance.​—Heb. 11:6.

TEARS OF BETRAYAL

11. How did the troubling situations that David faced make him feel?


Your answer



11 During his life, David had to endure several troubling situations that made him shed tears. He faced hostility from others and even betrayal by those he trusted. (1 Sam. 19:10, 11; 2 Sam. 15:10-14, 30) At one point, he wrote: “I have grown weary with my sighing; all night long I soak my bed with tears; I flood my couch with weeping.” Why did David feel that way? “Because of all those harassing me,” he explained. (Ps. 6:6, 7) The hurtful actions of others caused David such pain that his tears flowed freely.

12. As indicated at Psalm 56:8, of what was David convinced?


Your answer



12 Despite the adversities that David faced, he was convinced that Jehovah loved him. He wrote: “Jehovah will hear the sound of my weeping.” (Ps. 6:8) On another occasion, David made the intriguing statement that we find at Psalm 56:8. (Read.) Those words paint a touching portrait of Jehovah’s tender care. David felt as if Jehovah were collecting his tears in a bottle or recording them in a book. David was sure that Jehovah noticed and remembered his pain. David was convinced that his loving heavenly Father was aware not only of what he had been through but also of how it had affected him.

13. When others disappoint us, what can we take comfort in? (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 Lessons for us. Are you coping with emotional distress caused by disappointment or by betrayal from someone you trusted? Maybe you are suffering heartache because your courtship or marriage ended unexpectedly, or maybe someone you love stopped serving Jehovah. A brother whose wife committed adultery and abandoned him said: “I was in a state of shock and disbelief. I felt useless, sad, and angry.” If you are coping with betrayal or disappointment, take comfort in knowing that Jehovah will never abandon you. The brother said: “I have come to realize that human relationships can fail, but Jehovah is our Rock. No matter what happens, he is always there. He will not leave his loyal ones.” (Ps. 37:28) Remember, too, that Jehovah’s love exceeds that of any human. As painful as being betrayed by someone may be, it has no bearing on how much Jehovah cares for you. (Rom. 8:38, 39) The point is: Regardless of how a person has treated you, your heavenly Father loves you.



[image: A distressed brother clasping his wedding ring while he meditates on the experiences of King David.]

The book of Psalms assures us that Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted (See paragraph 13)







14. What assurance does Psalm 34:18 give us?


Your answer



14 When coping with betrayal, we can also be comforted by David’s reassuring words found at Psalm 34:18. (Read.) One reference work says that those “crushed in spirit” may refer to “those who have nothing good to look forward to.” How does Jehovah respond to those who feel that way because of bitter disappointment? Like a loving parent who holds and comforts a child in distress, Jehovah “is close to” us​—ever compassionate and ready to help us if we feel crushed by betrayal or loss. He is eager to comfort and soothe our broken heart and pained spirit. And he gives us many things to look forward to that help us endure our present trials.​—Isa. 65:17.

TEARS OF DESPAIR

15. What situation did Hezekiah face that made him weep?


Your answer



15 At the age of 39, King Hezekiah of Judah learned that he had a terminal illness. The prophet Isaiah delivered Jehovah’s message that Hezekiah would die from his sickness. (2 Ki. 20:1) There seemed to be no hope for Hezekiah. Devastated by the news, Hezekiah wept profusely. He prayed to Jehovah fervently.​—2 Ki. 20:2, 3.

16. How did Jehovah respond to Hezekiah’s tearful plea?


Your answer



16 Jehovah was touched by Hezekiah’s tearful plea and kindly said to him: “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. Here I am healing you.” Through Isaiah, Jehovah mercifully promised to extend his life and to rescue Jerusalem out of the hands of the Assyrians.​—2 Ki. 20:4-6.

17. How does Jehovah sustain us when we are facing serious health challenges? (Psalm 41:3) (See also picture.)


Your answer



17 Lessons for us. Are you facing a health situation that appears to be hopeless? Turn to Jehovah in prayer, even in tears. The Bible assures us that “the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort” will comfort us in all our trials. (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Today we cannot expect Jehovah to remove all our problems, but we can count on him to sustain us. (Read Psalm 41:3.) By means of his holy spirit, Jehovah gives us strength, wisdom, and inner peace to cope. (Prov. 18:14; Phil. 4:13) He also sustains us through our Bible-based hope of seeing all forms of illness eliminated.​—Isa. 33:24.



[image: Collage: 1. A sister prays fervently while receiving chemotherapy treatment. 2. King Hezekiah supplicates Jehovah from his sickbed.]

Jehovah will answer our prayers by giving us strength, wisdom, and inner peace (See paragraph 17)







18. What scripture have you found comforting when dealing with an extremely trying situation? (See the box “Soothing Expressions to Dry Our Tears.”)


Your answer



18 Hezekiah was comforted by Jehovah’s words. We can similarly find comfort in God’s Word. Jehovah has preserved soothing words that can lift our spirits when we face distressing situations. (Rom. 15:4) When a sister in West Africa was diagnosed with cancer, she often wept. She relates: “One scripture that I particularly find comforting is Isaiah 26:3. Even though we seldom have full control over the trials we face, that verse reassures me that Jehovah can give us the kind of inner peace that helps us control how we react to the trials.” Is there a scripture that you have found especially soothing when you are facing situations that seem extremely trying, maybe even hopeless?

Soothing Expressions to Dry Our Tears


The Bible is rich with soothing expressions that reassure us that Jehovah notices our tears and will help us. Consider a few examples:

	  Exodus 3:7



	  Psalm 39:12



	  Isaiah 57:15



	  Jeremiah 31:16









19. What future awaits us?


Your answer



19 We are living deep in the last days, and we expect that causes of tears will only increase. But as we noted from the examples of Hannah, David, and King Hezekiah, Jehovah sees the tears we shed and is deeply moved by them. Our tears are truly precious to him. So when we face distressing situations, we certainly want to pour out our heart to Jehovah in prayer. May we never isolate ourselves from our loving brothers and sisters in the congregation. And may we continue to find comfort in the soothing words recorded in the Bible. We can be sure that if we keep enduring faithfully, Jehovah will reward us. That includes the wonderful promise that in time he will wipe out every tear of sorrow, betrayal, and despair from our eyes. (Rev. 21:4) Then we will shed only tears of joy.



HOW DID JEHOVAH RESPOND TO THE TEARS OF . . .


	  Hannah?


Your answer





	  David?


Your answer





	  King Hezekiah?


Your answer












SONG 4 “Jehovah Is My Shepherd”





^ (Ps. 56:8) You keep track of my wandering. Do collect my tears in your skin bottle. Are they not recorded in your book?



^  (Lam. 3:48, 49) Streams of water flow from my eyes over the breakdown of the daughter of my people. 49 My eyes weep without ceasing, without pausing,



^ (Isa. 63:9) During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Or “the angel of his presence.”


^  (Ps. 34:15) The eyes of Jehovah are on the righteous, And his ears listen to their cry for help.



^  (Isa. 63:9) During all their distress it was distressing to him. And his own personal messenger* saved them. In his love and compassion he repurchased them, And he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Or “the angel of his presence.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:1, 2) Now there was a man of Ra·math·aʹim-zoʹphim* of the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im whose name was El·kaʹnah, the son of Je·roʹham, the son of E·liʹhu, the son of Toʹhu, the son of Zuph, an Eʹphra·im·ite. 2 He had two wives; one was named Hanʹnah, and the other was named Pe·ninʹnah. Pe·ninʹnah had children, but Hanʹnah had no children.

Or “of Ramah, a Zuphite.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:6, 7) Moreover, her rival wife taunted her relentlessly in order to upset her because Jehovah had not given her children. 7 That is what she would do year after year; whenever Hanʹnah went up to the house of Jehovah, her rival would taunt her so much that she would weep and not eat.



^  (1 Sam. 1:10) Hanʹnah was extremely bitter,* and she began to pray to Jehovah and to weep uncontrollably.

Or “bitter of soul.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:10, 11) Hanʹnah was extremely bitter,* and she began to pray to Jehovah and to weep uncontrollably. 11 And she made this vow: “O Jehovah of armies, if you look upon the affliction of your servant and remember me and you do not forget your servant and give to your servant a male child, I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and no razor will touch his head.”

Or “bitter of soul.”


^  (1 Sam. 1:17, 18) Then Eʹli answered: “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant your petition that you have asked of him.” 18 To this she said: “Let your servant find favor in your eyes.” And the woman went on her way and ate, and her face was no longer downcast.



^  (1 Sam. 1:19, 20) Then they got up early in the morning and bowed before Jehovah, after which they returned to their house in Raʹmah. El·kaʹnah had sexual relations with his wife Hanʹnah, and Jehovah gave attention to* her. 20 Within a year* Hanʹnah became pregnant and gave birth to a son and named him Samuel,* because, as she said, “it is from Jehovah that I have asked him.”

Lit., “remembered.”
Or possibly, “In due time.”
Meaning “Name of God.”


^  (1 Sam. 2:21) Jehovah turned his attention to Hanʹnah, so that she could conceive; and she gave birth to three more sons and two daughters. And the boy Samuel continued growing up before Jehovah.



^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (1 Thess. 5:11) Therefore, keep encouraging one another and building one another up, just as you are in fact doing.



^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^  (Ps. 94:19) When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^  (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^  (1 Sam. 19:10, 11) Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he eluded Saul, who drove the spear into the wall. David fled and escaped during that night. 11 Saul later sent messengers to David’s house to watch it and to kill him in the morning, but David’s wife Miʹchal told him: “If you do not escape* tonight, tomorrow you will be a dead man.”

Or “If you do not let your soul escape.”


^  (2 Sam. 15:10-14) Abʹsa·lom now sent spies through all the tribes of Israel, saying: “As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, announce, ‘Abʹsa·lom has become king in Hebʹron!’” 11 Now 200 men from Jerusalem had gone there with Abʹsa·lom; they were invited and went unsuspectingly, unaware of what was happening. 12 Further, when he offered the sacrifices, Abʹsa·lom sent for A·hithʹo·phel the Giʹlon·ite, David’s adviser,* from his city Giʹloh. The conspiracy kept gaining momentum, and the people who supported Abʹsa·lom were growing in number. 13 In time an informer came to David, saying: “The heart of the men of Israel has turned to Abʹsa·lom.” 14 At once David said to all his servants with him in Jerusalem: “Get up, and let us run away, for none of us will escape from Abʹsa·lom! Hurry, for fear he may quickly overtake us and bring disaster on us and strike the city with the sword!”

Or “counselor.”


^  (2 Sam. 15:30) As David was going up the Mount* of Olives, he was weeping as he went up; his head was covered, and he was walking barefoot. All the people with him also covered their heads and were weeping as they went up.

Or “ascent.”


^  (Ps. 6:6, 7) I have grown weary with my sighing; All night long I soak my bed with tears;* I flood my couch with weeping.  7 My eye is weak from my grief; It has dimmed* because of all those harassing me.

Lit., “make my bed swim.”
Or “grown old.”


^ (Ps. 56:8) You keep track of my wandering. Do collect my tears in your skin bottle. Are they not recorded in your book?



^  (Ps. 6:8) Get away from me, all you who behave wickedly, For Jehovah will hear the sound of my weeping.



^  (Ps. 56:8) You keep track of my wandering. Do collect my tears in your skin bottle. Are they not recorded in your book?



^  (Ps. 37:28) For Jehovah loves justice, And he will not abandon his loyal ones. They will always be guarded; But the descendants of the wicked will be done away with.



^  (Rom. 8:38, 39) For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers 39 nor height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



^ (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”


^  (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”


^  (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^  (2 Ki. 20:1) In those days Hez·e·kiʹah became sick and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah the son of Aʹmoz came and said to him, “This is what Jehovah says: ‘Give instructions to your household, for you will die; you will not recover.’”



^  (2 Ki. 20:2, 3) At that he turned his face to the wall and began to pray to Jehovah: 3 “I beg you, O Jehovah, remember, please, how I have walked before you faithfully and with a complete heart, and I have done what was good in your eyes.” And Hez·e·kiʹah began to weep profusely.



^  (2 Ki. 20:4-6) Isaiah had not yet gone out to the middle courtyard when Jehovah’s word came to him, saying: 5 “Go back and say to Hez·e·kiʹah, the leader of my people, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of David your forefather says: “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. Here I am healing you. On the third day you will go up to the house of Jehovah. 6 I will add 15 years to your life,* and I will rescue you and this city out of the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a, and I will defend this city for my own sake and for the sake of David my servant.”’”

Lit., “days.”


^ (Ps. 41:3) Jehovah will sustain him on his sickbed; During his sickness you will completely change his bed.



^  (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our trials so that we may be able to comfort others in any sort of trial with the comfort that we receive from God.



^  (Ps. 41:3) Jehovah will sustain him on his sickbed; During his sickness you will completely change his bed.



^  (Prov. 18:14) A person’s spirit can sustain him through illness, But who can bear a crushed spirit?*

Or “complete despair?”


^  (Phil. 4:13) For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power.



^  (Isa. 33:24) And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Or “inhabitant.”


^  (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^  (Isa. 26:3) You will safeguard those who fully lean on you;* You will give them continuous peace, Because it is in you that they trust.

Or possibly, “those whose inclination is unshakable.”


^ (Ex. 3:7) Jehovah added: “I have certainly seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their outcry because of those who force them to work; I well know the pains they suffer.



^ (Ps. 39:12) Hear my prayer, O Jehovah, Listen to my cry for help. Do not ignore my tears. For I am but a foreign resident to you, A traveler passing through,* just like all my forefathers.

Or “A settler.”


^ (Isa. 57:15) For this is what the High and Lofty One says, Who lives* forever and whose name is holy: “I reside in the high and holy place, But also with those crushed and lowly in spirit, To revive the spirit of the lowly And to revive the heart of those being crushed.

Or “resides.”


^ (Jer. 31:16) This is what Jehovah says: “‘Hold back your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, For there is a reward for your activity,’ declares Jehovah. ‘They will return from the land of the enemy.’



^  (Rev. 21:4) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”
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LIFE STORY

I Have Never Stopped Learning

AS TOLD BY JOEL ADAMS


I THANK Jehovah for the privilege of having him as my “Grand Instructor.” (Isa. 30:20) He teaches his worshippers by means of his Word, the Bible; his amazing creation; and his organization. He also uses fellow humans​—our spiritual brothers and sisters—​to help us. Though I am almost a century old, I am continuing to benefit from Jehovah’s instruction in all those ways. Let me explain how that is so.
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With my family in 1948








I was born in 1927 in a small town near Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A. Father and Mother had five children​—Jetha, Don, me, Karl, and Joy. We were all determined to serve Jehovah whole-souled. Jetha went to the second class of Gilead in 1943. Don, Karl, and Joy went to Bethel in Brooklyn, New York, in 1944, 1947, and 1951 respectively. Their fine example, as well as that of my parents, truly impressed me.






OUR FAMILY LEARNS THE TRUTH


Father and Mother were Bible readers who loved God and instilled that love in us children. Dad, however, had lost his respect for the churches after serving as a soldier in Europe during World War I. Mother, very thankful that he had come home alive, said to him: “Karl, let’s go to church like we used to.” Dad replied: “I’ll walk you there, but I am not going in.” She asked: “Why not?” He answered: “During the war, clergymen who belonged to the same religion but were on opposite sides of the conflict blessed the soldiers and their weapons! Was God on both sides?”

Later while Mother was at church, two of Jehovah’s Witnesses called at our house. They offered Father the two-volume Bible study aid Light, which discussed the book of Revelation. Dad was interested and accepted the offer. Once Mother saw the books, she began to read them. Then one day she saw a notice in the local newspaper inviting interested ones to a Bible study with the help of the Light books. She decided to go. On her arrival, an older woman answered the door. Holding up one of the books, Mother asked, “Are you studying this here?” The answer? “Yes, sweetheart, come in.” The next week Mother took us children with her, and after that we went regularly.

At one meeting, the conductor asked me to read Psalm 144:15, which says that those who worship Jehovah are happy. That text impressed me, as did two other verses​—1 Timothy 1:11, which says that Jehovah is “the happy God,” and Ephesians 5:1, which urges us to “become imitators of God.” I concluded that I should take pleasure in what I could do for my Creator and thank him for the privilege​—truths that became pivotal to my life.

The closest congregation was 32 kilometers (20 mi) away in Chicago. Nevertheless, we attended, and my knowledge of the Bible grew. I recall that on one occasion the conductor called on Jetha to comment. Listening to her, I thought: ‘I knew that. I could have put my hand up to comment.’ I began preparing and making my own comments. More important, I grew spiritually, right along with my siblings. I got baptized in 1941.






LEARNING FROM JEHOVAH AT CONVENTIONS


I especially remember the 1942 convention in Cleveland, Ohio. Over 50 other locations in the United States were tied in by telephone. Our family stayed in tents in a nearby “trailer city” compound that our brothers arranged. World War II was then raging, and opposition to Jehovah’s Witnesses was growing. In the evening, I saw groups of brothers parking their cars with their lights facing out. All had agreed to have someone in each car stand guard throughout the night. If there was any sign of trouble, the brothers were to turn on their headlights to blind the attackers and to honk the horns. Others could then rush over to help. I thought, ‘Jehovah’s people are well-prepared for everything!’ Thus reassured, I slept soundly, and we had no trouble.

Years later, reflecting on that convention, I realized that my mother showed no hint of anxiety or fear. She placed full trust in Jehovah and his organization. I will never forget her fine example.

Not long before that convention, Mother enrolled as a regular pioneer. So she took special note of the talks discussing full-time service. On our way home, she said, “I would like to continue pioneering, but I cannot do that and take good care of our home.” She then asked if we would help. We said yes, so she assigned each of us one or two rooms to clean before breakfast. After we left for school, she would check that the house was in good order and then go out in the ministry. She was a busy woman, but she never neglected her children. When we came home for lunch and after school, she was always there for us. Some days after school, we went with her in the ministry, which helped us to understand what it meant to be a pioneer.






STARTING FULL-TIME SERVICE


I began pioneering at the age of 16. Although Father had not become a Witness yet, he was interested in how I was doing. One evening, I told him that despite my trying hard, I had not found anyone who wanted a Bible study. After a pause, I asked, “Would you be willing to study with me?” He reflected for a moment and replied, “I cannot think of a good reason not to.” Yes, my first Bible student was my father. What a privilege that was!

We studied the book “The Truth Shall Make You Free.” As our study progressed, I realized that Father was helping me to be a better student and teacher. For instance, one evening after we read a paragraph, he said: “I see what the book says. But how do you know that the book is right?” I was not prepared for that, so I said: “I cannot prove it to you now, but by our next study, I should have an answer.” And I did. I found verses that supported the point we had been discussing. Thereafter, I prepared better for our study, learning to do research. That contributed to my spiritual growth and that of my father. He applied what he was learning and got baptized in 1952.






NEW GOALS FURTHERED MY EDUCATION


I left home when I was 17. Jetha* became a missionary, and Don, a Bethelite. Both loved their assignments, which greatly encouraged me. So I applied for Bethel and for Gilead School and left the matter in Jehovah’s hands. The result? I was invited to Bethel in 1946.

Over the years, I have had many different Bethel assignments, so I was able to learn many new things. Indeed, in my 75 years at Bethel, I was taught how to help make books and how to do accounting. I also learned the import and export trade. Above all, though, I enjoy the ongoing spiritual education that Bethel provides by means of morning worship and Bible-based lectures.
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Teaching a class of congregation elders





I also learned from my younger brother, Karl, who came to Bethel in 1947. He was an excellent student and teacher of the Bible. I once sought his help with a talk that I was assigned to give. I explained to Karl that I had gathered a lot of material but was struggling with how to use it. He led me to the solution with one question, “Joel, what is your theme?” I quickly got his point​—just use the relevant material and put the rest aside. I never forgot that lesson.

To be happy at Bethel, we need to have a full share in the ministry, and that can result in encouraging experiences. One that I vividly recall began early one evening in the Bronx in New York City. A brother and I called on a woman who had previously accepted The Watchtower and Awake! We introduced ourselves, saying, “This evening we are helping people to learn upbuilding things from the Bible.” She replied, “If it’s about the Bible, come in.” We read and discussed several scriptures about God’s Kingdom and the coming new world. That obviously impressed her, for she invited several of her friends to join us the following week. She and her husband later became faithful servants of Jehovah.






LEARNING FROM MY MARRIAGE MATE


I had been looking for a marriage partner for some 10 years before I met my wife. What helped me to find a suitable wife? I gave prayerful thought to the question, ‘What do I want to do after we get married?’
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With Mary in the circuit work





Following the 1953 convention at Yankee Stadium, I met a sister named Mary Aniol. She and Jetha had been in the second class of Gilead, and Mary was my sister’s missionary companion. With much enthusiasm, Mary told me about her missionary assignments in the Caribbean and the Bible studies she had conducted over the years. As we got to know each other, we realized that we had been pursuing the same spiritual goals. Our love for each other grew, and we were married in April 1955. In many ways, Mary proved to be a gift from Jehovah and an example to imitate. She was happy in whatever assignment she was given. She worked hard, sincerely cared about others, and always kept Kingdom interests in first place. (Matt. 6:33) We served in the circuit work for three years, and in 1958, we were invited to Bethel as a couple.
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I learned a lot from Mary. For example, early in our marriage, we decided to do our Bible reading together, covering about 15 verses at a time. After one of us read a section, we would comment on the scriptures and discuss how to apply them in our life. Mary often told me things she had learned at Gilead or in her missionary service. These discussions gave me insight and helped me to improve my talks and the personal encouragement I give to sisters.​—Prov. 25:11.

My dear Mary died in 2013. How I long to see her in the new world! In the meantime, I am determined to continue learning, trusting in Jehovah with all my heart. (Prov. 3:5, 6) I find both comfort and joy in thinking about what Jehovah’s people will do in the new world. That certainly will include learning new things from and about our Grand Instructor! Yes, I cannot thank him enough for all that he has taught me so far and for his many expressions of undeserved kindness.







^  See the life story of Jetha Sunal in The Watchtower of March 1, 2003, pp. 23-29.






^ (Isa. 30:20) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes.



^ (Ps. 144:15) Happy is the people for whom it is this way! Happy is the people whose God is Jehovah!



^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^ (Eph. 5:1) Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children,



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”


^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”







Questions From Readers




Who are “the chosen angels” mentioned at 1 Timothy 5:21?


The apostle Paul wrote to his fellow elder Timothy: “I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the chosen angels to observe these instructions without any prejudice or partiality.”​—1 Tim. 5:21.

First, we can discuss who can be ruled out as being these angels. Clearly, they are not those of the 144,000. When Paul wrote to Timothy, the resurrection of anointed Christians to heaven had not begun. The apostles and other anointed ones had not yet become spirit creatures, so “the chosen angels” could not refer to them.​—1 Cor. 15:50-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-17; 1 John 3:2.

Also, “the chosen angels” could not refer to angels who had been disobedient at the time of the Flood. Those angels took sides with Satan and became demons, whom Jesus opposed. (Gen. 6:2; Luke 8:30, 31; 2 Pet. 2:4) In the future, they will be confined to an abyss for 1,000 years and thereafter destroyed along with the Devil.​—Jude 6; Rev. 20:1-3, 10.

“The chosen angels” whom Paul mentioned must have been angels in heaven who supported “God and Christ Jesus,” both of whom are mentioned in the same verse.

There are thousands upon thousands of faithful angels. (Heb. 12:22, 23) We need not think that every one of them has the same assignment at the same time. (Rev. 14:17, 18) Recall that at one point a single angel was tasked with destroying 185,000 armed Assyrians. (2 Ki. 19:35) A number of angels might have been assigned to “collect out from [Jesus’] Kingdom all things that cause stumbling and people who practice lawlessness.” (Matt. 13:39-41) Others might “gather his chosen ones together” to heaven. (Matt. 24:31) And still others are commanded ‘to guard us in all our ways.’​—Ps. 91:11; Matt. 18:10; compare Matthew 4:11; Luke 22:43.
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“The chosen angels” mentioned at 1 Timothy 5:21 were likely angels who were assigned special duties in connection with God’s people. In the context, Paul gave wise counsel about elders, who merit respect from the congregation. For their part, elders should handle their responsibilities “without any prejudice or partiality” and should not make a decision or render judgment impetuously. A serious reason for them to follow Paul’s inspired advice is that they are acting “before God and Christ Jesus and the chosen angels.” It is thus clear that some angels are assigned duties in connection with the congregation, such as providing protection, overseeing the preaching, and reporting to Jehovah.​—Matt. 18:10; Rev. 14:6.









^ (1 Tim. 5:21) I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the chosen angels to observe these instructions without any prejudice or partiality.



^  (1 Tim. 5:21) I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the chosen angels to observe these instructions without any prejudice or partiality.



^  (1 Cor. 15:50-54) But I tell you this, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit God’s Kingdom, nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Look! I tell you a sacred secret: We will not all fall asleep in death, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the blink of an eye, during* the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised up incorruptible, and we will be changed. 53 For this which is corruptible must put on incorruption, and this which is mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this which is corruptible puts on incorruption and this which is mortal puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will take place: “Death is swallowed up forever.”

Or “at.”


^  (1 Thess. 4:13-17) Moreover, brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant* about those who are sleeping in death, so that you may not sorrow as the rest do who have no hope. 14 For if we have faith that Jesus died and rose again, so too God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep in death through Jesus. 15 For this is what we tell you by Jehovah’s word, that we the living who survive to the presence of the Lord will in no way precede those who have fallen asleep in death; 16 because the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a commanding call, with an archangel’s voice and with God’s trumpet, and those who are dead in union with Christ will rise first. 17 Afterward we the living who are surviving will, together with them, be caught away in clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we will always be with the Lord.

Or “uninformed.”


^  (1 John 3:2) Beloved ones, we are now children of God, but it has not yet been made manifest what we will be. We do know that when he is made manifest we will be like him, because we will see him just as he is.



^  (Gen. 6:2) the sons of the true God* began to notice that the daughters of men were beautiful. So they began taking as wives all whom they chose.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^  (Luke 8:30, 31) Jesus asked him: “What is your name?” He said: “Legion,” for many demons had entered into him. 31 And they kept pleading with him not to order them to go away into the abyss.



^  (2 Pet. 2:4) Certainly God did not refrain from punishing the angels who sinned, but threw them into Tarʹta·rus,* putting them in chains* of dense darkness to be reserved for judgment.

See Glossary.
Or possibly, “pits.”


^  (Jude 6) And the angels who did not keep their original position but forsook their own proper dwelling place, he has reserved with eternal bonds in dense darkness for the judgment of the great day.



^  (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^  (Rev. 20:10) And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.” See Re 14:11 ftn.


^  (Heb. 12:22, 23) But you have approached a Mount Zion and a city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, and myriads* of angels 23 in general assembly, and the congregation of the firstborn who have been enrolled in the heavens, and God the Judge of all, and the spiritual lives of righteous ones who have been made perfect,

Or “tens of thousands.”


^  (Rev. 14:17, 18) And still another angel emerged from the temple sanctuary that is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle. 18 And still another angel emerged from the altar, and he had authority over the fire. And he called out with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, saying: “Put your sharp sickle in and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for its grapes have become ripe.”



^  (2 Ki. 19:35) On that very night the angel of Jehovah went out and struck down 185,000 men in the camp of the As·syrʹi·ans. When people rose up early in the morning, they saw all the dead bodies.



^  (Matt. 13:39-41) and the enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is a conclusion of a system of things, and the reapers are angels. 40 Therefore, just as the weeds are collected and burned with fire, so it will be in the conclusion of the system of things. 41 The Son of man will send his angels, and they will collect out from his Kingdom all things that cause stumbling and people who practice lawlessness,



^  (Matt. 24:31) And he will send out his angels with a great trumpet sound, and they will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds, from one extremity of the heavens to their other extremity.



^  (Ps. 91:11) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.



^  (Matt. 18:10) See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I tell you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my Father who is in heaven.



^  (Matt. 4:11) Then the Devil left him, and look! angels came and began to minister to him.



^  (Luke 22:43) Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him.



^  (1 Tim. 5:21) I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus and the chosen angels to observe these instructions without any prejudice or partiality.



^  (Matt. 18:10) See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I tell you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my Father who is in heaven.



^  (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”







Do You Remember?





Have you carefully read this year’s issues of The Watchtower? Well, see if you can answer the following questions:

What example does Jehovah set in how to treat women?

He treats them impartially, not favoring men over women. God listens to women, being interested in their feelings and concerns. And he trusts them to carry out his work.​—w24.01, pp. 15-16.

How can we apply Ephesians 5:7, which says: “Do not be sharers with them”?

The apostle Paul was warning us not to associate with people who would make it hard for us to stick to God’s standards. Such unwholesome association applies to those we spend time with in person as well as those we interact with on social media.​—w24.03, pp. 22-23.

We need to guard against what sorts of false stories?

We need to beware of unverified stories from well-meaning friends, unsolicited emails from people we do not know, and feigned interest in the truth by apostates.​—w24.04, p. 12.

What do we know and what do we not know about how Jehovah will judge King Solomon as well as those who died in Sodom and Gomorrah and in the Flood?

We do not know for sure that Jehovah has assigned them to eternal destruction. However, we do know that he has all the facts and has great mercy.​—w24.05, pp. 3-4.

God’s being “the Rock” assures us of what? (Deut. 32:4)

We can seek refuge in Jehovah. He is reliable, always keeping his promises. And he is stable, staying true to his personality and purposes.​—w24.06, pp. 26-28.

What can help you to adjust to a new congregation?

Rely on Jehovah, who will help you as he has helped his servants in the past. Avoid making comparisons with your former congregation. Get involved with the new congregation, and strive to develop new friendships.​—w24.07, pp. 26-28.

What lessons are conveyed in the three parables found in Matthew chapter 25?

The parable of the sheep and the goats emphasizes being faithful and loyal. The parable of the discreet and the foolish virgins stresses being prepared and vigilant. And the parable of the talents highlights the importance of being industrious and diligent.​—w24.09, pp. 20-24.

How tall was the porch of Solomon’s temple?

At 2 Chronicles 3:4, some ancient manuscripts read “120 cubits,” making the porch 53 meters (175 ft) high. But other authoritative texts read “20 cubits,” making it nine meters (30 ft) tall. The latter seems to fit with the thickness of the temple’s walls.​—w24.10, p. 31.

What does it mean for a ministerial servant to be ‘a husband of one wife’? (1 Tim. 3:12)

It means that he is married to only one woman and should not be committing sexual immorality. Further, he should not give inappropriate attention to other women.​—w24.11, p. 19.

Why can we say that John 6:53 was not a pattern for the Lord’s Evening Meal?

John 6:53 speaks of the need to eat Jesus’ flesh and drink his blood. Jesus spoke these words in 32 C.E., in Galilee, to Jews who still needed to put faith in him. However, the Lord’s Evening Meal was instituted a year later in Jerusalem. Jesus there spoke to ones with whom he would reign in heaven.​—w24.12, pp. 10-11.











^ (Eph. 5:7) Therefore, do not be sharers with them;



^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Matt. 25:1-46) “Then the Kingdom of the heavens may be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were discreet. 3 For the foolish took their lamps but took no oil with them, 4 whereas the discreet took oil in their flasks along with their lamps. 5 While the bridegroom was delaying, they all became drowsy and fell asleep. 6 Right in the middle of the night there was a shout: ‘Here is the bridegroom! Go out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins got up and put their lamps in order. 8 The foolish said to the discreet, ‘Give us some of your oil, because our lamps are about to go out.’ 9 The discreet answered, saying: ‘Perhaps there may not be enough for both us and you. Go instead to those who sell it, and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 While they were going off to buy it, the bridegroom came. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward, the rest of the virgins also came, saying, ‘Sir, Sir, open to us!’ 12 In answer he said, ‘I tell you the truth, I do not know you.’ 13 “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour. 14 “For it is just like a man about to travel abroad who summoned his slaves and entrusted his belongings to them. 15 He gave five talents to one, two to another, and one to still another, to each according to his own ability, and he went abroad. 16 Immediately the one who received the five talents went and did business with them and gained five more. 17 Likewise, the one who received the two gained two more. 18 But the slave who received just one went off and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 “After a long time, the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 So the one who had received the five talents came forward and brought five additional talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me; see, I gained five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’* 22 Next the one who had received the two talents came forward and said, ‘Master, you entrusted two talents to me; see, I gained two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 “Finally the slave who had received the one talent came forward and said: ‘Master, I knew you to be a demanding* man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not winnow. 25 So I grew afraid and went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 In reply his master said to him: ‘Wicked and sluggish* slave, you knew, did you, that I reaped where I did not sow and gathered where I did not winnow? 27 Well, then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my coming I would have received it back with interest. 28 “‘Therefore, take the talent away from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance. But the one who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from him. 30 And throw the good-for-nothing slave out into the darkness outside. There is where his weeping and the gnashing of his teeth will be.’ 31 “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit down on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will put the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right: ‘Come, you who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the founding of the world. 35 For I became hungry and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you received me hospitably; 36 naked and you clothed me. I fell sick and you looked after me. I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous ones will answer him with the words: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and receive you hospitably, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 In reply the King will say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his left: ‘Go away from me, you who have been cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the Devil and his angels. 42 For I became hungry, but you gave me nothing to eat; and I was thirsty, but you gave me nothing to drink. 43 I was a stranger, but you did not receive me hospitably; naked, but you did not clothe me; sick and in prison, but you did not look after me.’ 44 Then they too will answer with the words: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying: ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of these least ones, you did not do it to me.’ 46 These will depart into everlasting cutting-off, but the righteous ones into everlasting life.”

Or “Rejoice with your master; Come and share your master’s happiness.”
Or “hard; harsh.”
Or “lazy; reluctant; idle.”


^ (2 Chron. 3:4) The porch in front was 20 cubits long, corresponding to the width of the house,* and its height was 20 cubits;* and he overlaid it inside with pure gold.

Or “20 cubits extending across the width of the house.”
Some ancient manuscripts read “120,” whereas other manuscripts and some translations read “20 cubits.”


^ (1 Tim. 3:12) Let ministerial servants be husbands of one wife, presiding in a fine manner over their children and their own households.



^ (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.



^ (John 6:53) So Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you have no life in yourselves.








STUDY PROJECT

Faithful People Pay Their Vows





Read Judges 11:30-40 to learn from the account of Jephthah and his daughter about paying vows.

Analyze the context. How did faithful Israelites view vows made to Jehovah? (Num. 30:2) How did Jephthah and his daughter show that they had faith in Jehovah?​—Judg. 11:9-11, 19-24, 36.

Dig deeper. What did Jephthah evidently have in mind when he made his vow? (w16.04 7 ¶12) What sacrifices did Jephthah and his daughter make to fulfill his vow? (w16.04 7-8 ¶14-16) What sort of vows might Christians make today?​—w17.04 5-8 ¶10-19.

Identify the lessons. Ask yourself:

	  ‘What can help me to keep my vow of dedication?’ (w20.03 13 ¶20)



	  ‘What sacrifices can I make to serve Jehovah more fully?’



	  ‘How can I strengthen my commitment to fulfill my marriage vow?’ (Matt. 19:5, 6; Eph. 5:28-33)















^ (Judg. 11:30-40) Then Jephʹthah made a vow to Jehovah and said: “If you give the Amʹmon·ites into my hand, 31 then whoever comes out of the door of my house to meet me when I return in peace from the Amʹmon·ites will become Jehovah’s, and I will offer that one up as a burnt offering.” 32 So Jephʹthah went to fight against the Amʹmon·ites, and Jehovah gave them into his hand. 33 He struck them down with a very great slaughter from A·roʹer all the way to Minʹnith—20 cities—and as far as Aʹbel-kerʹa·mim. Thus the Amʹmon·ites were subdued before the Israelites. 34 Finally Jephʹthah came to his home in Mizʹpah, and look! his daughter was coming out to meet him, playing the tambourine and dancing! Now she was his one and only child. Besides her, he had neither son nor daughter. 35 When he saw her, he ripped his garments and said: “Oh no, my daughter! You have broken my heart,* for you have become the one I have banished. Now I have opened my mouth to Jehovah, and I am unable to turn back.” 36 But she said to him: “My father, if you have opened your mouth to Jehovah, do to me as you have promised, since Jehovah has executed vengeance for you upon your enemies, the Amʹmon·ites.” 37 She then said to her father: “Let this be done for me: Let me be alone for two months, and let me go away into the mountains, and let me weep over my virginity with my female companions.”* 38 At this he said: “Go!” So he sent her away for two months, and she went to the mountains with her companions to weep over her virginity. 39 At the end of two months, she returned to her father, after which he carried out the vow he had made regarding her. She never had relations with a man. And it became a custom* in Israel: 40 From year to year, the young women of Israel would go to give commendation to the daughter of Jephʹthah the Gilʹe·ad·ite four days in the year.

Lit., “You brought me very low.”
Or “weep with my friends because I will never marry.”
Or “regulation.”


^ (Num. 30:2) If a man makes a vow to Jehovah or swears an oath to impose on himself* a vow of abstinence, he must not violate his word. He should do everything he vowed he would do.

Or “to bind an obligation upon his soul.”


^ (Judg. 11:9-11) So Jephʹthah said to the elders of Gilʹe·ad: “If you bring me back to fight against the Amʹmon·ites and Jehovah defeats them for me, then I will indeed become your leader!” 10 The elders of Gilʹe·ad said to Jephʹthah: “Let Jehovah be the witness* between us if we do not do as you say.” 11 So Jephʹthah went with the elders of Gilʹe·ad, and the people made him their leader and commander. And Jephʹthah repeated all his words before Jehovah in Mizʹpah.

Lit., “the one who hears.”


^ (Judg. 11:19-24) “‘After that Israel sent messengers to Siʹhon king of the Amʹor·ites, king of Heshʹbon, and Israel said to him: “Please let us pass through your land to our own place.” 20 But Siʹhon did not trust Israel to cross through his territory, so Siʹhon gathered all his people together and encamped in Jaʹhaz and fought against Israel. 21 At this Jehovah the God of Israel gave Siʹhon and all his people into Israel’s hand, so that they defeated them and Israel took possession of all the land of the Amʹor·ites, the inhabitants of that land. 22 Thus they took possession of all the territory of the Amʹor·ites from the Arʹnon to the Jabʹbok and from the wilderness to the Jordan. 23 “‘It was Jehovah the God of Israel who drove out the Amʹor·ites from before his people Israel, and now would you drive them out? 24 Do you not possess whatever your god Cheʹmosh gives you to possess? So everyone whom Jehovah our God has driven out from before us is the one we will drive out.



^ (Judg. 11:36) But she said to him: “My father, if you have opened your mouth to Jehovah, do to me as you have promised, since Jehovah has executed vengeance for you upon your enemies, the Amʹmon·ites.”



^ (Matt. 19:5, 6) and said: ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and will stick to his wife, and the two will be one flesh’? 6 So that they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has yoked together, let no man put apart.”



^ (Eph. 5:28-33) In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. A man who loves his wife loves himself, 29 for no man ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cherishes it, just as the Christ does the congregation, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to his wife, and the two will be one flesh.” 32 This sacred secret is great. Now I am speaking about Christ and the congregation. 33 Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.
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^ ***sjj song 97 Life Depends on God’s Word***
SONG 97
Life Depends on God’s Word
(Matthew 4:4)
1. Life depends on Jehovah’s Word,
All the things he has said.
We must live not on bread alone;
Live by his Word instead.
Even now we have peace and joy,
Future blessings assured.
(CHORUS)
Man must live not on bread alone;
Life depends on God’s Word.
There we find what we daily need;
Life depends on God’s Word.
2. True accounts in God’s written Word
Tell about those of old.
Men and women who walked in faith—
They were loyal and bold.
We’re encouraged each time we read
All they did and endured.
(CHORUS)
Man must live not on bread alone;
Life depends on God’s Word.
There we find what we daily need;
Life depends on God’s Word.
3. Day by day as we read God’s Word,
He gives comfort and hope.
When the trials of life arise,
He gives wisdom to cope.
May we treasure within our heart
All we’ve read and we’ve heard.
(CHORUS)
Man must live not on bread alone;
Life depends on God’s Word.
There we find what we daily need;
Life depends on God’s Word.
(See also Josh. 1:8; Rom. 15:4.)



^ ***nwtsty Acts 20:7***
7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to have a meal, Paul began addressing them, as he was going to depart the next day; and he prolonged his speech until midnight.



^ ***sjj song 20 You Gave Your Precious Son***
SONG 20
You Gave Your Precious Son
(1 John 4:9)
1. Jehovah, dear Father,
There seemed no hope for us.
The ransom has given
Hope to ev’ryone!
We give our lives to you,
Our best in all we do.
And we’ll tell others too,
That your will might be done.
(CHORUS)
You gave your precious Son,
And now we sing as one,
A song we’ll sing forever,
for giving us your precious Son.
2. Your kindness, your mercy,
They draw us close to you.
Your great name, your friendship,
These we’ve come to love.
But something more than this
Is your most precious gift.
He died that we might live.
You sent him from above.
(CHORUS)
You gave your precious Son,
And now we sing as one,
A song we’ll sing forever,
for giving us your precious Son.
(ENDING)
Jehovah, dear Father, we pray in gratitude.
We offer our thanks for giving us your precious Son.
(See also John 3:16; 15:13.)



^ ***jy p. 131 A Ruler Who Can Control the Elements***
CHAPTER 53
A Ruler Who Can Control the Elements
MATTHEW 14:22-36  MARK 6:45-56  JOHN 6:14-25
• PEOPLE WANT TO MAKE JESUS KING
• JESUS WALKS ON WATER, CALMS THE WIND
Jesus’ miraculous ability to feed thousands has a strong impact on the people. They conclude that “this really is the Prophet who was to come into the world,” the Messiah, and that he certainly would make a desirable ruler. (John 6:14; Deuteronomy 18:18) So the people plan to seize Jesus and make him king.
Jesus, however, realizes what the people are planning. He dismisses the crowds and instructs his disciples to get back in their boat. Their route and destination? They are to head toward Bethsaida and then on to Capernaum. As for Jesus himself, he withdraws to the mountain to pray alone that night.
In the light of the moon shortly before dawn, Jesus observes the boat from a distance. The waves of the sea are being whipped up by a strong wind, and the apostles are ‘struggling to row, for the wind is against them.’ (Mark 6:48) Jesus descends from the mountain and begins walking over the waves toward them. By now “they had rowed about three or four miles.” (John 6:19) The disciples observe Jesus seeming to pass by them, and they cry out in fear: “It is an apparition!”​—Mark 6:49.
Jesus comfortingly responds: “Take courage! It is I; do not be afraid.” But Peter says: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you over the waters.” Jesus answers: “Come!” At that, Peter gets out of the boat and actually walks on water toward Jesus. But when he looks at the windstorm, Peter becomes afraid and starts to sink. He cries out: “Lord, save me!” Stretching out his hand, Jesus catches hold of Peter and says: “You with little faith, why did you give way to doubt?”​—Matthew 14:27-31.
Peter and Jesus get into the boat, and the wind abates. The disciples are amazed, but should they be? If they had grasped “the meaning of the loaves,” the miracle Jesus performed a few hours earlier when he fed thousands, it should not have been amazing that he could walk on water and calm the wind. Now they react by doing obeisance to him, saying: “You really are God’s Son.”​—Mark 6:52; Matthew 14:33.
Soon they reach the beautiful, fruitful plain of Gennesaret, south of Capernaum. They anchor the boat and then come ashore. The people recognize Jesus, and together with others from the surrounding country, they bring the sick to him. When these just touch the fringe of Jesus’ outer garment, they are made completely well.
Meanwhile, the crowd that had witnessed the miraculous feeding of the thousands discover that Jesus has left. So when little boats from Tiberias arrive, the people get aboard and sail to Capernaum to find Jesus. When they do, they ask: “Rabbi, when did you get here?” (John 6:25) With good reason, Jesus rebukes them, as we will see.



^ ***ia p. 185 He Fought Against Fear and Doubt***
“Why Did You Give Way to Doubt?”
17 Some two years after meeting Jesus, Peter rowed through that windy night on the Sea of Galilee, as mentioned at the outset of this chapter. Of course, we cannot know what memories crossed his mind. There were so many to choose from! Jesus had healed Peter’s mother-in-law. He had delivered the Sermon on the Mount. Again and again, through his teaching and his powerful works, he had demonstrated that he was Jehovah’s Chosen One, the Messiah. As the months passed, Peter’s faults, such as his tendency to give in to impulses of fear and doubt, had surely subsided to a degree. Jesus had even chosen Peter to be one of the 12 apostles! Still, Peter had not yet vanquished fear and doubt, as he would soon learn.
18 During the fourth watch of that night, or sometime between 3:00 a.m. and sunrise, Peter suddenly stopped rowing and sat bolt upright. There​—across the waves—​something was moving! Was it the spray of the waves catching the moonlight? No, it was too steady, too upright. It was a man! Yes, a man, and he was walking on the surface of the sea! As the figure neared, it looked as though he was going to walk right by them. Terrified, the disciples thought it was some kind of apparition. The man spoke: “Take courage, it is I; have no fear.” It was Jesus!​—Matt. 14:25-28.
19 Peter responded: “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you over the waters.” His first impulse was a courageous one. Full of excitement at this unique miracle, Peter sought to have his faith further confirmed. He wanted to be part of the action. Kindly, Jesus beckoned him. Peter clambered over the side of the vessel and down onto the undulating surface of the sea. Imagine Peter’s sensation as he found solid footing beneath him and then stood on top of the waters. He must have been filled with wonder as he made his way toward Jesus. However, another impulse soon welled up in him.​—Read Matthew 14:29.
20 Peter needed to keep his focus on Jesus. It was Jesus, using the power of Jehovah, who was keeping Peter above the









^ ***sjj song 147 Life Everlasting Is Promised***
SONG 147
Life Everlasting Is Promised
(Psalm 37:29)
1. Life everlasting is promised.
Our earthly home will endure.
‘Meek ones will thrive,’ said the psalmist.
This grand future is sure.
(CHORUS)
We can live forever.
It’s worth all endeavor.
God’s promise is faithful.
His Word will come true.
2. Paradise brought to perfection;
All of God’s children set free.
Under Jehovah’s direction,
Peace on earth we will see.
(CHORUS)
We can live forever.
It’s worth all endeavor.
God’s promise is faithful.
His Word will come true.
3. Soon in the grand resurrection,
Sorrow will all disappear.
Showering tender affection,
God will dry ev’ry tear.
(CHORUS)
We can live forever.
It’s worth all endeavor.
God’s promise is faithful.
His Word will come true.
(See also Isa. 25:8; Luke 23:43; John 11:25; Rev. 21:4.)



^ ***sjj song 150 Seek God for Your Deliverance***
SONG 150
Seek God for Your Deliverance
(Zephaniah 2:3)
1. Nations align as one,
Opposing Jehovah’s Son.
Their time of human rulership
By God’s decree now is done.
Rulers have had their day;
God’s Kingdom is here to stay.
Soon Christ will crush earthly enemies.
No more will there be delay.
(CHORUS)
Seek God for your deliverance,
Yes, look to him with confidence.
Seek his righteousness,
Show your faithfulness,
For his sov’reignty, take your stand.
Then see our God deliver you
By his mighty hand.
2. People on earth now choose,
Responding to this good news.
We offer to all men the choice
To hear or proudly refuse.
Trials, although severe,
Need not fill our hearts with fear.
Jehovah cares for his loyal ones;
Our cries for help he will hear.
(CHORUS)
Seek God for your deliverance,
Yes, look to him with confidence.
Seek his righteousness,
Show your faithfulness,
For his sov’reignty, take your stand.
Then see our God deliver you
By his mighty hand.
(See also 1 Sam. 2:9; Ps. 2:2, 3, 9; Prov. 2:8; Matt. 6:33.)









^ ***sjj song 135 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***
SONG 135
Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”
(Proverbs 27:11)
1. Young man and young woman,
do give your heart to me.
My foe who now taunts me
will then be made to see.
Your youth and devotion
to me you freely give;
You show all the world
that for me you really live.
(CHORUS)
Beloved son and precious daughter,
Be wise and make my heart rejoice,
That out of your own heart you serve me,
And offer praise by your own choice.
2. Rejoice and take pleasure
in giving me your all,
And though you may stumble,
I’ll raise you if you fall.
No matter who fails you
or proves to be untrue,
Take comfort in knowing
I’ll always cherish you.
(CHORUS)
Beloved son and precious daughter,
Be wise and make my heart rejoice,
That out of your own heart you serve me,
And offer praise by your own choice.
(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)



^ ***rsg19 sect. 1 The Bible***
The Bible
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Questions From Readers: Why have our publications seldom mentioned types and antitypes in recent years? The Watchtower, 3/15/2015
How Does Color Affect You? The Watchtower, 10/1/2013
A Key to Understanding the Bible Awake!, 11/2012
Do You Need to Learn Hebrew and Greek? The Watchtower, 11/1/2009
❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2009
Can the Bible Be Understood?
1. Ask the Author for Help
2. Read With an Open Mind
3. Accept Help From Others
Word Pictures in the Bible​—Do You Understand Them? The Watchtower, 5/1/2009
❐ The Watchtower, 4/1/2006
Understanding the Bible​—A Pleasure Open to You
Understanding the Bible​—What Will Help You?
❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2001
Help to Understand the Bible
Why Study the Bible?
Does the Bible Have a Hidden Code? The Watchtower, 4/1/2000
Applying Bible Principles
See Christian Life ➤ Bible Reading and Study ➤ Applying Bible Principles
Prophecy
See also the book:
Pure Worship
Understanding Ezekiel’s Prophecies Pure Worship, teaching box 2A
❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018
Prophecies That Have Come True
A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy
Promises That Will Come True
You Can Live Forever on Earth
Your Future, Your Choice!
A Kingdom That Will Last Forever Learn From the Bible, lesson 60
A Kingdom Like a Big Tree Learn From the Bible, lesson 62
Questions From Readers: What did Jeremiah mean when he spoke of Rachel’s weeping over her sons? The Watchtower, 12/15/2014
Questions From Readers: Who are the two witnesses mentioned in Revelation chapter 11? The Watchtower, 11/15/2014
The Bible’s Viewpoint: Dreams From God Awake!, 8/2014
❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2014
Some Successes, Many Failures
Can Anyone See the Future?
B9 World Powers Foretold by Daniel New World Translation, Appendix
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 1: “I Shall Make a Great Nation Out of You” Awake!, 5/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 2: Flee From Babylon! Awake!, 6/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 3: “We Have Found the Messiah” Awake!, 7/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 4: The Bible Foretold That the Christ Would Suffer and Die Awake!, 8/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 5: Good News for All Mankind Awake!, 9/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 6: “The Last Days” Awake!, 10/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 7: “The End Will Come” Awake!, 11/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 8: “Let Your Kingdom Come” Awake!, 12/2012
❐ The Watchtower, 6/15/2012
Jehovah Is “a Revealer of Secrets”
Jehovah Reveals What “Must Shortly Take Place”
Eight Kings Revealed (Chart) The Watchtower, 6/15/2012
Questions From Readers: When did the seventh world power of Bible prophecy come to be? The Watchtower, 6/15/2012
Trust in Jehovah​—The God of “Times and Seasons” The Watchtower, 5/15/2012
Who Can Interpret Prophecy? The Watchtower, 12/1/2011
When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part One: Why It Matters; What the Evidence Shows The Watchtower, 10/1/2011
When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part Two: What the Clay Documents Really Show The Watchtower, 11/1/2011
Questions From Readers: How many Messianic prophecies are in the Bible? The Watchtower, 8/15/2011
They Found the Messiah! The Watchtower, 8/15/2011
Does Bible Prophecy Point to the Modern State of Israel? The Watchtower, 11/1/2010
Jesus Gives a Far-Reaching Prophecy Bible’s Message, section 19
❐ The Watchtower, 10/1/2008
Who Can Know the Future?
Foretelling the Messiah
Events Foretold for Our Day
Foretelling Our Immediate Future
What Jehovah Foretells Comes to Be The Watchtower, 1/1/2008
Faith in Bible Prophecy Preserves Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2007
❐ The Watchtower, 5/15/2000
Pay Attention to God’s Prophetic Word for Our Day
Have Faith in God’s Prophetic Word!
Study Number 10​—The Bible—​Authentic and True (Chart: Examples of Other Bible Prophecies Fulfilled) “All Scripture”
Last Days
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 1/2018
What Kind of Love Brings True Happiness?
See the Difference in People
❐ Awake!, No. 6 2017
Is the World out of Control or Not?
Searching for Answers
What Does the Bible Say?
❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2017
The Four Horsemen and You
The Four Horsemen​—Who Are They?
Heeding Advance Warning Can Save Your Life! The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2016
The Apostles Ask for a Sign Jesus​—The Way, chap. 111
❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2015
“The End”​—What Does It Mean?
Is the End Near?
Many Will Survive the End​—You Can Too
Are We Living in “the Last Days”? Bible Teach, chap. 9
Is the End of the World Near? Teach Us, chap. 9
❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2014
The War That Changed the World
The True Culprit Behind War and Suffering
Question 7: What does the Bible foretell about our day? New World Translation
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 6: “The Last Days” Awake!, 10/2012
The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 7: “The End Will Come” Awake!, 11/2012
❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2011
Trouble That Leads to Hope
Prophecy 1. Earthquakes
Prophecy 2. Famine
Prophecy 3. Disease
Prophecy 4. Lack of Natural Love
Prophecy 5. Ruining of the Earth
Prophecy 6. A Global Preaching Work
Better Times Just Ahead!
Four Questions About the End Answered The Watchtower, 8/1/2010
❐ Awake!, 4/2008
The Last Days​—Of What?
The Last Days​—When?
The Last Days​—Then What?
Christ’s Presence​—What Does It Mean to You? The Watchtower, 2/15/2008
❐ The Watchtower, 9/15/2006
What Are “the Last Days”?
Are We Really Living in “the Last Days”?
Now Is the Time for Decisive Action The Watchtower, 12/15/2005
❐ The Watchtower, 10/1/2005
Interpreting Signs Is a Serious Matter!
Do You Recognize the Sign of Jesus’ Presence?
❐ The Watchtower, 6/1/2005
Whatever Happened to World Unity?
Where Is the World Heading?
❐ The Watchtower, 6/15/2002
Mankind’s Problems​—Will They Ever End?
Mankind’s Problems Soon to End!
Can Anything Really Unite People? The Watchtower, 9/15/2001
How We Know We Are in “the Last Days” Does God Care, part 9
Paradise Is Near! God’s Friend, lesson 6
Great Tribulation and Armageddon
See also God’s Kingdom ➤ The New World
“The End Is Now Upon You” Pure Worship, chap. 6
“Put a Mark on the Foreheads” Pure Worship, chap. 16
“I Am Against You, O Gog” Pure Worship, chap. 17
“My Great Rage Will Flare Up” Pure Worship, chap. 18
Jehovah Warns of the Coming Great Battle Pure Worship, teaching box 18A
Cultivate Godly Qualities​—Courage Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017
The Bible’s Viewpoint: The End of the World Awake!, 11/2015
“Your Deliverance Is Getting Near”! The Watchtower, 7/15/2015
Questions From Readers: Who is Gog of Magog mentioned in the book of Ezekiel? The Watchtower, 5/15/2015
“Now You Are God’s People” (§ Find Protection With Jehovah’s People) The Watchtower, 11/15/2014
God’s Kingdom Removes Its Enemies God’s Kingdom Rules!, chap. 21
How Can We Maintain “a Waiting Attitude”? (§ What Events Signal the End of Our Waiting?) The Watchtower, 11/15/2013
Seven Shepherds, Eight Dukes​—What They Mean for Us Today The Watchtower, 11/15/2013
“Tell Us, When Will These Things Be?” The Watchtower, 7/15/2013
The End of the World​—Fear, Fascination, and Frustration The Watchtower, 1/1/2013
How This World Will Come to an End The Watchtower, 9/15/2012
❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2012
Armageddon​—What Do Some Say It Is?
The Truth About Armageddon
When Will the War of Armageddon Come?
Our Readers Ask: What is Armageddon? The Watchtower, 9/1/2011
Our Readers Ask: Where Will the Battle of Armageddon Be Fought? The Watchtower, 4/1/2008
❐ The Watchtower, 4/1/2008
“The War to End All Wars”
Armageddon​—God’s War to End All Wars
Questions From Readers: What is the ‘war at Har–Magedon’ and its outcome? (Rev. 16:14, 16) The Watchtower, 2/1/2007
“The Great Day of Jehovah Is Near” The Watchtower, 12/15/2006
Are You Prepared for Survival? The Watchtower, 5/15/2006
The Day of Jehovah​—A Vital Theme Jehovah’s Day, chap. 3
❐ The Watchtower, 12/1/2005
Armageddon​—A Catastrophic End?
Armageddon​—A Happy Beginning
The Bible’s Viewpoint: Should You Fear Armageddon? Awake!, 7/8/2005
Water Destroys a World​—Will It Happen Again? Teacher, chap. 46
How We Can Tell Armageddon Is Near Teacher, chap. 47
Who Will Survive the Day of Jehovah? The Watchtower, 5/1/2002
Joyful in the God of Our Salvation The Watchtower, 2/1/2000
Final Test
“Worship God” Pure Worship, chap. 22
Facing the Final Test Pure Worship, teaching box 22A
Questions From Readers: After the final test, will it be possible for humans to sin and die? The Watchtower, 8/15/2006
God’s Purpose for the Earth​—Soon to Be Fulfilled The Watchtower, 5/15/2006
Covenants
A Promise to Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 23
❐ The Watchtower, 10/15/2014
Have Unshakable Faith in the Kingdom
You Will Become “a Kingdom of Priests”
A Royal Priesthood to Benefit All Mankind (§ The New Covenant Produces a Royal Priesthood) The Watchtower, 1/15/2012
You Can Benefit From the New Covenant Jeremiah, chap. 14
God Makes a Covenant With Abraham Bible’s Message, section 4
Questions From Readers: Did Jehovah make his covenant with Abraham in Ur or in Haran? The Watchtower, 11/1/2001
Practical Value
See also the brochure:
Satisfying Life
❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2018
Is the Bible’s Guidance Relevant Today?
Bible Teachings​—Timeless Wisdom
1 Help to Avoid Problems
2 Help to Resolve Problems
3 Help to Cope With Problems
The Bible and Your Future
What Do You Think?
Outdated or Ahead of Its Time?
How Can the Bible Help Me? 10 Questions, question 10
❐ Awake!, 2/2015
Is the Bible Relevant Today?
Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Honesty
Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Self-Control
Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Fidelity
Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Love
A Professor of Financial Accounting Explains His Faith Awake!, 12/2014
Keys to a Happy Life Awake!, 11/2014
Moral Values That Truly Enrich Awake!, 11/2013
Help Yourself and Others by Using God’s Word The Watchtower, 4/15/2013
How Can God’s Guidance Bring Us Happiness Now? Happy Life, section 5
How Do Bible Principles Benefit Us? Good News, lesson 11
The Bible’s Viewpoint: Are All Parts of the Bible Still Relevant? Awake!, 3/2010
Practical Counsel That Improves Lives Real Faith, section 3
❐ The Watchtower, 6/1/2009
The Search for a Practical Guide
Why the Bible Is Practical for Our Day
Anchored by Timeless Values The Watchtower, 6/15/2007
Answers That Work! The Watchtower, 4/1/2007
The Bible’s Viewpoint: Why Look to the Bible for Guidance? Awake!, 1/2006
Divine Laws Are for Our Benefit The Watchtower, 4/15/2002
Relief From Stress​—A Practical Remedy The Watchtower, 12/15/2001
❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2001
Living With Risks
Finding Security in a Risk-Filled World
Is Bible Morality the Best? The Watchtower, 11/1/2000
“The Bible Changes Lives” (Watchtower series)
Atheist The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2017
Tragic Childhood The Watchtower, 10/1/2015
Searched for Meaning in Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2015
Yearned for Answers to Life’s Big Questions The Watchtower, 2/1/2015
Proud, Independent Attitude The Watchtower, 10/1/2014
Follow the Golden Rule in Your Ministry (§ Whom Am I Approaching?) The Watchtower, 5/15/2014
Risk-Taking Motorbike Racer The Watchtower, 2/1/2014
Social Activist The Watchtower, 7/1/2013
Immoral Lifestyle The Watchtower, 5/1/2012
Tragic Childhood The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
❐ The Watchtower, 8/1/2011
Polygamist, Opposer of Jehovah’s Witnesses
Tragic Childhood
Feelings of Abandonment The Watchtower, 7/1/2011
Immoral Lifestyle The Watchtower, 4/1/2011
Lived on the Street The Watchtower, 8/1/2010
Attempted Suicide The Watchtower, 2/1/2009
Rebellious Attitude
Prodigal Son The Watchtower, 1/1/2013
Prodigal Son The Watchtower, 4/1/2012
Political Rebel The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
Prodigal Child The Watchtower, 10/1/2011
Antisocial Punk Rocker The Watchtower, 4/1/2011
Rejected Religious and Governmental Authority The Watchtower, 5/1/2010
Drugs and Alcohol
Wayward Teenage Mother The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2017
Violent Drug Addict, Disrespected Women The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016
Smoking, Alcohol Abuse The Watchtower, 8/1/2013
❐ The Watchtower, 10/1/2012
Addicted to Alcohol
Drug Trafficker
Heavy Drinker The Watchtower, 7/1/2012
Binge Drinker The Watchtower, 5/1/2012
❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2012
Tobacco Farmer
Addicted to Alcohol, Attempted Suicide
Experimented With Drugs The Watchtower, 2/1/2011
❐ The Watchtower, 8/1/2010
Drug Addict
Binge Drinker
Gang Member and Marijuana Addict The Watchtower, 5/1/2010
Drug Dealer The Watchtower, 2/1/2010
Experimented With Drugs, Loved Motorcycles The Watchtower, 11/1/2009
Marijuana and Tobacco Addict The Watchtower, 8/1/2009
Alcohol and Drug Abuser The Watchtower, 2/1/2009
Crime and Violence
Violent Adolescent, Street Fighter The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2016
Involved With Violent Crime, Immorality, and Drugs The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016
Pursued Violence, Drugs, and a Prestigious Career The Watchtower, 11/1/2015
Violent Temper The Watchtower, 7/1/2015
Defrauder, Gambler The Watchtower, 5/1/2015
Kung Fu Expert The Watchtower, 8/1/2014
Violent Gang Member The Watchtower, 7/1/2014
Extremely Violent The Watchtower, 10/1/2013
Terrorist The Watchtower, 8/1/2012
Karate Enthusiast The Watchtower, 7/1/2012
Violent Criminal The Watchtower, 5/1/2011
Combat Instructor The Watchtower, 2/1/2011
❐ The Watchtower, 11/1/2010
Rebel Soldier
Martial Arts Expert
Violent Gang Member The Watchtower, 8/1/2009
❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2009
Karate Enthusiast
Street Fighter
Smuggler and Thief The Watchtower, 2/1/2009
❐ The Watchtower, 8/1/2008
Gang Member
Illegal Arms Dealer
Sports, Music, and Entertainment
Consumed by Professional Sports and Gambling The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2017
Addicted to Pornography The Watchtower (Public), No. 4 2016
Heavy-Metal Musician The Watchtower, 4/1/2013
Gambler The Watchtower, 11/1/2012
Death-Metal Band Member The Watchtower, 4/1/2012
Gambler and Criminal The Watchtower, 11/1/2011
Heavy-Metal Enthusiast The Watchtower, 8/1/2011
Actress and Zarzuela Singer The Watchtower, 5/1/2011
Competitive Bicycle Racer The Watchtower, 4/1/2011
Dance Club Security Guard The Watchtower, 11/1/2010
Thrash Metal Band Member The Watchtower, 5/1/2010
❐ The Watchtower, 11/1/2009
Gambler
Lived for the Weekends
Work and Career
Enjoyed a Prestigious Career The Watchtower, 11/1/2012
Judge The Watchtower, 8/1/2012
Successful Businessman The Watchtower, 5/1/2012
Politician The Watchtower, 2/1/2011
Successful Businesswoman The Watchtower, 8/1/2008
Changed Religions
Muslim Father and Jewish Mother The Watchtower, 1/1/2015
Catholic Nun The Watchtower, 4/1/2014
Catechist The Watchtower, 1/1/2014
Seminary Student; Violent Temper The Watchtower, 5/1/2013
Raised as a Mormon The Watchtower, 2/1/2013
Pentecostal Pastor The Watchtower, 8/1/2011
❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2011
Idol Worshipper
Shinto Priest
Rastafarian The Watchtower, 2/1/2010
Disillusioned With Religion The Watchtower, 7/1/2009
Events
The Flood
Eight Survive Into a New World Learn From the Bible, lesson 6
What Do We Learn From the Great Flood? Listen and Live, part 6
Mankind Survives the Flood Bible’s Message, section 3
Our Readers Ask: Was the Flood of Noah’s Day Really Global? The Watchtower, 6/1/2008
Noah and the Flood​—Fact, Not Fiction The Watchtower, 6/1/2008
Questions From Readers: How many clean beasts did Noah take into the ark? The Watchtower, 3/15/2007
Questions From Readers: Where did the dove from Noah’s ark find an olive leaf? The Watchtower, 2/15/2004
❐ The Watchtower, 5/15/2003
An Absorbing Log
Noah’s Log​—Does It Have Meaning for Us?
❐ The Watchtower, 3/1/2002
A Whole World Destroyed!
Why Did That Ancient World Perish?
A Warning From the Past God’s Friend, lesson 7
Confusion of Language
The Tower of Babel Learn From the Bible, lesson 7
Did Our Languages Come From the “Tower of Babel”? The Watchtower, 9/1/2013
10 Plagues
The First Three Plagues Learn From the Bible, lesson 19
The Next Six Plagues Learn From the Bible, lesson 20
The Tenth Plague Learn From the Bible, lesson 21
The Exodus
B3 The Exodus From Egypt New World Translation, Appendix
God Delivers the Sons of Israel Bible’s Message, section 7
“Stand Firm and See the Salvation of Jehovah” The Watchtower, 12/15/2007
From Egypt to the Promised Land “Good Land”
Red Sea Crossing
The Miracle at the Red Sea Learn From the Bible, lesson 22
You Must Not Forget Jehovah The Watchtower, 3/15/2009
Atonement Day
Why We Must Be Holy (§ Holy Obedience to God’s Law on Blood) The Watchtower, 11/15/2014
Festivals
Did You Know? (§ How were the thousands who came to Jerusalem for the Jewish festivals accommodated?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ What was “the festival of dedication”? [John 10:22]) The Watchtower, 9/1/2011
“You Must Become Nothing but Joyful” The Watchtower, 1/1/2007
Questions From Readers: What is foreshadowed by the Jubilee year mentioned in Leviticus 25? The Watchtower, 7/15/2004
Kingdom of Israel Divided
He Could Have Had God’s Favor The Watchtower (Study), 6/2018
A Kingdom Divided Learn From the Bible, lesson 45
❐ New World Translation, Appendix
A6-A Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 1)
A6-B Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 2)
Destruction of Jerusalem (607 B.C.E.)
See also the book:
Pure Worship
Jerusalem Is Destroyed Learn From the Bible, lesson 58
When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part One: Why It Matters; What the Evidence Shows The Watchtower, 10/1/2011
When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part Two: What the Clay Documents Really Show The Watchtower, 11/1/2011
The Writing on the Wall
The Writing on the Wall Learn From the Bible, lesson 63
Sermon on the Mount
Happy Are Those Who Serve “the Happy God” The Watchtower (Study), 9/2018
The Sermon on the Mountain Learn From the Bible, lesson 81
The Famous Sermon on the Mount Jesus​—The Way, chap. 35
Transfiguration
The Transfiguration​—A View of Christ in Glory Jesus—​The Way, chap. 60
Foregleams of God’s Kingdom Become a Reality The Watchtower, 1/15/2005
Pentecost 33 C.E.
The Disciples Receive Holy Spirit Learn From the Bible, lesson 94
Did You Know? (§ Did Jews really come “from every nation under heaven” to Jerusalem at Pentecost 33 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ Which writers of the Greek Scriptures were present at Pentecost 33 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2011
“Filled With Holy Spirit” Bearing Witness, chap. 3
Destruction of Jerusalem (70 C.E.)
A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018
Did You Know? (§ Was Jerusalem’s temple ever rebuilt after 70 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 4/15/2013
Did You Know? (§ Did Christians flee from Judea before Jerusalem’s destruction in 70 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ Was Jerusalem ever surrounded by pointed stakes, as Jesus foretold?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2009
Faith in Bible Prophecy Preserves Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2007
Bible Lands and Places
See also the brochure:
“Good Land”
Did You Know? (§ Was ancient Israel as forested as the Bible seems to indicate?) The Watchtower, 7/15/2015
Did You Know? (§ When did lions disappear from Bible lands?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ What were the “high places” frequently mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2010
Antioch
“God Is Not Partial” (Box: Antioch of Syria) Bearing Witness, chap. 9
Asia Minor
Christianity Penetrates Asia Minor The Watchtower, 8/15/2007
❐ The Watchtower, 5/15/2003
Christ Speaks to the Congregations
Listen to What the Spirit Says!
Babylon
Did You Know? (§ How impressive were Nebuchadnezzar’s building projects?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2011
Empires Attack the Promised Land “Good Land”
Beroea
Follow Paul’s Steps to Beroea The Watchtower, 4/15/2007
Caesarea
Herod the Great​—A Master Builder (§ Caesarea—​A Port City) Awake!, 9/2009
“Let the Will of Jehovah Take Place” (Box: Caesarea​—Roman Provincial Capital of Judea) Bearing Witness, chap. 22
Cappadocia
Cappadocia​—Where People Lived in Dwellings Carved by Wind and Water The Watchtower, 7/15/2004
Cities of Refuge
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 11/2017
Are You Taking Refuge in Jehovah?
Imitate Jehovah’s Justice and Mercy
Did You Know? (§ Did the cities of refuge in ancient Israel become sanctuaries for criminals?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2010
Do You Value Life as God Does? “God’s Love,” chap. 7 ¶24-25
Corinth
The City of Corinth​—“Master of Two Harbours” The Watchtower, 3/1/2009
“Keep On Speaking and Do Not Keep Silent” (Box: Corinth​—Master of Two Seas) Bearing Witness, chap. 19
Cyprus
“They Sailed Away to Cyprus” The Watchtower, 7/1/2004
Dead Sea
A Sea of Superlatives​—But Dead! Awake!, 1/2008
Decapolis
Jesus “in the Country of the Jews” (§ Map: The Land in Jesus’ Day) “Good Land”
Eden
God Made the First Man and Woman Learn From the Bible, lesson 2
❐ The Watchtower, 1/1/2011
Eden​—Was It Mankind’s Original Home?
Was There Really a Garden of Eden?
Why Eden Matters to You
Egypt
The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7
Ephesus
Did You Know? (§ Why did Paul’s preaching in Ephesus cause an uproar among the silversmiths?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2009
“Growing and Prevailing” Despite Opposition (Box: Ephesus​—Capital of Asia) Bearing Witness, chap. 20
Where True Worship and Paganism Clashed The Watchtower, 12/15/2004
Greece
“Seek God, . . . and Really Find Him” (Box: Athens​—Cultural Capital of the Ancient World) Bearing Witness, chap. 18
Early Christians in the Greek World The Watchtower, 12/1/2008
Greece and Rome Influence the Jews “Good Land”
Haran
Haran​—An Ancient Hive of Activity The Watchtower, 5/15/2010
Iconium
“Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah” (Box: Iconium​—City of the Phrygians) Bearing Witness, chap. 12
Israel
See also The Bible ➤ Bible Lands and Places ➤ Promised Land
B7 Kingdom of David and Solomon New World Translation, Appendix
B10 Israel During the Time of Jesus New World Translation, Appendix
Jericho
Rahab Hid the Spies Learn From the Bible, lesson 30
Questions From Readers: What evidence is there that the ancient city of Jericho was conquered without a long siege? The Watchtower, 11/15/2015
Did You Know? (§ Jericho​—one city or two?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2008
Jerusalem and the Temple
A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018
A Temple for Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 44
Jesus Cleanses the Temple Learn From the Bible, lesson 76
Did You Know? (§ Could the merchants who sold animals in Jerusalem’s temple rightly be called “robbers”?) The Watchtower (Study), 6/2017
Questions From Readers: What could have caused the water of Jerusalem’s pool of Bethzatha to be “stirred up”? The Watchtower (Study), 5/2016
Questions From Readers: Did Satan physically take Jesus to the temple when tempting him? The Watchtower (Study), 3/2016
Did You Know? (§ What challenges did Herod face in rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ What offerings were acceptable at the temple in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2014
Did You Know? (§ In Jesus’ day, how were temple contributions made?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2014
B8 Temple Built by Solomon New World Translation, Appendix
B11 Temple Mount in the First Century New World Translation, Appendix
Did You Know? (§ How were the services at Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem financed?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Why were there money changers in Jerusalem’s temple?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Why did Solomon import timber from Lebanon for temple construction in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ What really happened to the ark of the covenant?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2009
Did You Know? (§ Was Jerusalem ever surrounded by pointed stakes, as Jesus foretold?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2009
Did You Know? (§ Did King Hezekiah really build a tunnel into Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2009
“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Jerusalem​—The Center of Judaism) Bearing Witness, chap. 3
Did You Know? (§ How large were the temple stones in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2008
Did You Know? (§ What was the size of the molten sea at Solomon’s temple?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2008
Faith in Bible Prophecy Preserves Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2007
Questions From Readers: What did the ark of the covenant contain? The Watchtower, 1/15/2006
Questions From Readers: What was signified by the Shechinah light in the Most Holy? The Watchtower, 8/15/2005
Jerusalem and the Temple of Solomon “Good Land”
Jerusalem and the Temple Jesus Knew “Good Land”
Questions From Readers: How were the poles for the ark of the covenant positioned? (1 Ki. 8:8) The Watchtower, 10/15/2001
Jezreel
What Have They Discovered at Jezreel? The Watchtower, 3/1/2000
Lydia
How the Ancient Kingdom of Lydia Affects Us Today The Watchtower, 4/1/2008
Lystra
“Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah” (Box: Lystra and the Cult of Zeus and Hermes) Bearing Witness, chap. 12
Malta
Did You Know? (§ Why did the people of Malta think that the apostle Paul was a murderer?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2015
“Not a Soul of You Will Be Lost” (Box: Malta​—Where?) Bearing Witness, chap. 26
Questions From Readers: Was Paul shipwrecked on Malta or on another island? The Watchtower, 8/15/2004
Media and Persia
God’s People Return to Their Land “Good Land”
Mediterranean Sea
“Not a Soul of You Will Be Lost” (Box: Sea Travel and Trade Routes) Bearing Witness, chap. 26
“Not a Soul of You Will Be Lost” (Box: The Contrary Winds of the Mediterranean) Bearing Witness, chap. 26
Nineveh
Did You Know? (§ Why was Nineveh called “the city of bloodshed”?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2013
Ophir
Did You Know? (§ Where was Ophir, which the Bible refers to as a source of superior gold?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2010
Pontus
“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Christianity in Pontus) Bearing Witness, chap. 3
Promised Land
See also The Bible ➤ Bible Lands and Places ➤ Israel
B4 Conquest of the Promised Land New World Translation, Appendix
B6 Settlement of the Promised Land New World Translation, Appendix
“Go About in the Land” The Watchtower, 10/15/2004
The Promised Land “Good Land”
Study Number 1​—A Visit to the Promised Land “All Scripture”
Rome
A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018
Roman Aqueducts​—Marvels of Engineering Awake!, 11/2014
Early Christianity and the Gods of Rome The Watchtower, 5/15/2010
“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Rome​—Capital of an Empire) Bearing Witness, chap. 3
Roman Roads​—Monuments to Ancient Engineering The Watchtower, 10/15/2006
Greece and Rome Influence the Jews “Good Land”
Rome’s Many Faces Awake!, 7/8/2001
Sea of Galilee
Fishing on the Sea of Galilee The Watchtower, 10/1/2009
On the Sea of Galilee The Watchtower, 8/15/2005
Study Number 1​—A Visit to the Promised Land (§ Region Around the Sea of Galilee) “All Scripture”
Syria
Syria​—Echoes of an Interesting Past Awake!, 2/8/2003
Tabernacle
A Tabernacle for Worship Learn From the Bible, lesson 25
Tarshish
The Rise and Fall of “the Ships of Tarshish” The Watchtower, 11/1/2008
Thessalonica
Struggling for the Good News in Thessalonica The Watchtower, 6/1/2012
Tyre
The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7
Did You Know? (§ Why did Zechariah foretell the destruction of Tyre after it had been destroyed?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2008
People of the Bible
Our Readers Ask: Why Are Some Bible Characters Left Unnamed? The Watchtower, 8/1/2013
Aaron
They Rebelled Against Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 27
Questions From Readers: Why did Jehovah not punish Aaron for making the golden calf? The Watchtower, 5/15/2010
Draw Close to God: A Judge Who Is Firm for What Is Right The Watchtower, 9/1/2009
Draw Close to God: Jehovah Values Meekness The Watchtower, 8/1/2009
Abel
From Anger to Murder Learn From the Bible, lesson 4
“He, Although He Died, Yet Speaks” Imitate, chap. 1
Imitate Their Faith: “He, Although He Died, Yet Speaks” The Watchtower, 1/1/2013
Questions From Readers: Did Abel know that an animal sacrifice was needed? The Watchtower, 8/1/2002
Brothers Who Developed Different Attitudes The Watchtower, 1/15/2002
Abigail
“Blessed Be Your Good Sense!” The Watchtower (Study), 6/2017
She Acted With Discretion Imitate, chap. 9
Imitate Their Faith: She Acted With Discretion The Watchtower, 7/1/2009
Abraham
See also the book:
Learn From the Bible, lessons 8-11
Jehovah Called Him “My Friend” The Watchtower (Study), 2/2016
“The Father of All Those Having Faith” Imitate, chap. 3
❐ The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
Who Was Abraham?
Abraham​—A Man of Faith
Abraham​—A Man of Courage
Abraham​—A Man of Humility
Abraham​—A Man of Love
Holy Spirit’s Role in the Outworking of Jehovah’s Purpose (§ Holy Spirit’s Role in the Past) The Watchtower, 4/15/2010
Draw Close to God: The Greatest Proof of God’s Love The Watchtower, 2/1/2009
God Makes a Covenant With Abraham Bible’s Message, section 4
Abraham and Sarah​—You Can Imitate Their Faith! The Watchtower, 5/15/2004
The World of the Patriarchs “Good Land”
Questions From Readers: Did Jehovah make his covenant with Abraham in Ur or in Haran? The Watchtower, 11/1/2001
Abraham​—An Example of Faith The Watchtower, 8/15/2001
Do Not Give Up in Doing What Is Fine The Watchtower, 8/15/2001
Absalom
Serve the God of Freedom (§ He Stole Their Hearts) The Watchtower, 7/15/2012
Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor (§ Absalom​—An Ambitious Opportunist) The Watchtower, 8/1/2000
Adam and Eve
God Made the First Man and Woman Learn From the Bible, lesson 2
Adam and Eve Disobeyed God Learn From the Bible, lesson 3
The Last Enemy, Death, Brought to Nothing The Watchtower, 9/15/2014
Adam and Eve​—Were They Real People? The Watchtower, 9/1/2009
Our Readers Ask: If Adam Was Perfect, How Was It Possible for Him to Sin? The Watchtower, 10/1/2008
Questions From Readers: Did the serpent that spoke to Eve have legs? The Watchtower, 6/15/2007
The Bible’s Viewpoint: What Was the Original Sin? Awake!, 6/2006
Questions From Readers: How did the serpent in the garden of Eden communicate with Eve? The Watchtower, 11/15/2001
We Can Learn From the First Human Couple The Watchtower, 11/15/2000
Ahasuerus
Did You Know? (§ Who is King Ahasuerus mentioned in Esther?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
Ammonites
The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7
Amos
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Amos Kingdom Ministry, 9/2013
Amos​—A Gatherer or a Nipper of Figs? The Watchtower, 2/1/2007
Speak God’s Word With Boldness The Watchtower, 11/15/2004
Anna
The Child Who Was Promised Jesus​—The Way, chap. 6
Annas
Jesus Is Taken to Annas, Then to Caiaphas Jesus​—The Way, chap. 125
Did You Know? (§ Who was the Annas mentioned in the Gospel accounts?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2012
Apollos
Keep Building Up the Congregation (§ “They Took Him Into Their Company”) The Watchtower, 6/15/2010
“Growing and Prevailing” Despite Opposition (§ “He Was Well Versed in the Scriptures”) Bearing Witness, chap. 20
Preach to Make Disciples The Watchtower, 11/15/2003
Apostles
Jesus Chooses Twelve Apostles Learn From the Bible, lesson 80
Jesus Chooses Twelve Apostles Jesus​—The Way, chap. 34
Aquila and Priscilla
“Keep On Speaking and Do Not Keep Silent” (§ “They Were Tentmakers by Trade”) Bearing Witness, chap. 19
Preach to Make Disciples The Watchtower, 11/15/2003
Asa
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!
Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?
How Jehovah Draws Close to Us The Watchtower, 8/15/2014
“There Exists a Reward for Your Activity” The Watchtower, 8/15/2012
Athaliah
The Courage of Jehoiada Learn From the Bible, lesson 53
Balaam
Balaam’s Donkey Speaks Learn From the Bible, lesson 28
Barabbas
Did You Know? (§ What crimes did Barabbas commit?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2011
Barak
A New Leader and Two Brave Women Learn From the Bible, lesson 32
Through Faith, Barak Routed a Mighty Army The Watchtower, 11/15/2003
Barnabas
“Filled With Joy and Holy Spirit” (Box: Barnabas​—“Son of Comfort”) Bearing Witness, chap. 11
“Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah” Bearing Witness, chap. 12
Baruch
Avoid “Seeking Great Things for Yourself” Jeremiah, chap. 9
Jehovah Watches Us for Our Good The Watchtower, 10/15/2008
Baruch​—Jeremiah’s Faithful Secretary The Watchtower, 8/15/2006
Jehovah Blesses and Protects Those Who Are Obedient (§ A Secretary Saved by Obedience) The Watchtower, 10/1/2002
Barzillai
Barzillai​—A Man Aware of His Limitations The Watchtower, 7/15/2007
Bath-sheba
Questions From Readers: Why were David and Bath-sheba not put to death for adultery? The Watchtower, 5/15/2005
Benefactors
Questions From Readers: Who were the Benefactors of whom Jesus spoke on the evening before his death, and why were they given that title? The Watchtower (Study), 11/2018
Beroeans
“He Reasoned With Them From the Scriptures” (§ They Were “More Noble-Minded”) Bearing Witness, chap. 17
Boaz
The Unlikely Marriage of Boaz and Ruth The Watchtower, 4/15/2003
Will Jehovah’s Blessing Overtake You? (§ Boaz Listened to God) The Watchtower, 9/15/2001
Caesar
Did You Know? (§ What is the significance of “Caesar” as used in the Bible?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2011
“He Reasoned With Them From the Scriptures” (Box: The Caesars and the Book of Acts) Bearing Witness, chap. 17
Caiaphas
Jesus Is Taken to Annas, Then to Caiaphas Jesus​—The Way, chap. 125
The High Priest Who Condemned Jesus The Watchtower, 1/15/2006
Cain
From Anger to Murder Learn From the Bible, lesson 4
Our Readers Ask: Where Did Cain Find His Wife? The Watchtower, 9/1/2010
Brothers Who Developed Different Attitudes The Watchtower, 1/15/2002
Canaanites
Why Did God Wage War Against the Canaanites? The Watchtower, 1/1/2010
Captain of the Temple
Did You Know? (§ Who was “the captain of the temple,” and what was his role?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2009
Christians in the First Century
See Jehovah’s Witnesses ➤ History ➤ First Century
Cornelius
Cornelius Receives Holy Spirit Learn From the Bible, lesson 97
“God Is Not Partial” Bearing Witness, chap. 9
Cupbearer
Did You Know? (§ What was involved in being cupbearer to the king?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2010
Cyrus
Portraits From the Past: Cyrus the Great Awake!, 5/2013
Dagger Men
Did You Know? (§ Who were the “dagger men”?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2010
Daniel
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 2/2018
Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah, Daniel, and Job
Do You Know Jehovah as Did Noah, Daniel, and Job?
Four Boys Who Obeyed Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 59
A Kingdom That Will Last Forever Learn From the Bible, lesson 60
Daniel in the Lions’ Pit Learn From the Bible, lesson 64
Questions From Readers: Where was Daniel when the three Hebrews were tested? The Watchtower, 8/1/2001
David
See also the book:
Learn From the Bible, lessons 40-43
❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2016
Imitate Their Faith: “The Battle Belongs to Jehovah”
David Versus Goliath​—Did It Really Happen?
David Was Not Afraid Teach Your Children, lesson 6
“Teach Me to Do Your Will” The Watchtower, 11/15/2012
A Man Agreeable to Jehovah’s Heart The Watchtower, 9/1/2011
King David and Music The Watchtower, 12/1/2009
The Israelites Ask for a King Bible’s Message, section 9
Teach Your Children: David​—Why He Was Not Afraid The Watchtower, 12/1/2008
Questions From Readers: Why were David and Bath-sheba not put to death for adultery? The Watchtower, 5/15/2005
Questions From Readers: Did David and his men break God’s law with impunity? (1 Sam. 21:1-6) The Watchtower, 3/15/2005
Questions From Readers: Did David treat captives savagely? (2 Sam. 12:31; 1 Chron. 20:3) The Watchtower, 2/15/2005
Rely on God’s Spirit in Dealing With Life’s Changes The Watchtower, 4/1/2004
Israel in the Days of David and Solomon “Good Land”
Questions From Readers: Was David the seventh or eighth son of Jesse? (1 Chron. 2:13-15; 1 Sam. 16:10, 11) The Watchtower, 9/15/2002
Deborah
A New Leader and Two Brave Women Learn From the Bible, lesson 32
Imitate Their Faith: “I Arose as a Mother in Israel” The Watchtower, 8/1/2015
Demetrius
“Growing and Prevailing” Despite Opposition (§ “There Arose No Little Disturbance”) Bearing Witness, chap. 20
Dorcas
Teach Your Children: Why Dorcas Was Loved The Watchtower, 8/1/2011
The Congregation “Entered Into a Period of Peace” (Box: Dorcas​—“She Abounded in Good Deeds”) Bearing Witness, chap. 8
Edomites
The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7
Eli
Imitate Their Faith: He “Continued Growing Up With Jehovah” (§ Staying Pure in the Face of Corruption) The Watchtower, 10/1/2010
Elijah
A Test on Mount Carmel Learn From the Bible, lesson 46
Jehovah Strengthened Elijah Learn From the Bible, lesson 47
A Widow’s Son Came Back to Life Learn From the Bible, lesson 48
Imitate Their Faith: He Endured in the Face of Injustice The Watchtower, 2/1/2014
Do You Ever Feel Lonely and Afraid? Teach Your Children, lesson 7
He Stood Up for Pure Worship Imitate, chap. 10
He Took Comfort in His God Imitate, chap. 12
Imitate Their Faith: He Took Comfort in His God The Watchtower, 7/1/2011
Teach Your Children: Do You Ever Feel Lonely and Afraid? The Watchtower, 4/1/2011
Imitate Their Faith: He Watched, and He Waited The Watchtower, 4/1/2008
Imitate Their Faith: He Stood Up for Pure Worship The Watchtower, 1/1/2008
Do You Treasure Elderly Fellow Believers? The Watchtower, 9/1/2003
Elisha
Jehovah’s Fiery Army Learn From the Bible, lesson 52
Elisha Saw Fiery Chariots​—Do You? The Watchtower, 8/15/2013
Questions From Readers: Why did Elisha ask for “two parts” of Elijah’s spirit? The Watchtower, 11/1/2003
Elizabeth
Elizabeth Has a Baby Learn From the Bible, lesson 68
Jesus Is Honored Before His Birth Jesus​—The Way, chap. 2
Enoch
Imitate Their Faith: “He Had Pleased God Well” The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2017
Courageous Through Faith and Godly Fear (§ A Man Who “Pleased God Well”) The Watchtower, 10/1/2006
Walk With God in These Turbulent Times The Watchtower, 9/1/2005
Enoch Walked With God in an Ungodly World The Watchtower, 9/15/2001
Epicureans and Stoics
“Seek God, . . . and Really Find Him” (Box: Epicureans and Stoics) Bearing Witness, chap. 18
Esau
Jacob Got the Inheritance Learn From the Bible, lesson 12
Jacob and Esau Make Peace Learn From the Bible, lesson 13
Questions From Readers: In ancient Israel, was the line leading to the Messiah tied to the right of the firstborn? The Watchtower (Study), 12/2017
Esther
Esther Saves Her People Learn From the Bible, lesson 65
She Stood Up for God’s People Imitate, chap. 15
She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly Imitate, chap. 16
Imitate Their Faith: She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
Imitate Their Faith: She Stood Up for God’s People The Watchtower, 10/1/2011
Eunuchs
Did You Know? (§ As used in the Bible, what does the term “eunuch” mean?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2015
A Humble African Who Loved God’s Word The Watchtower, 4/1/2005
Eve
See The Bible ➤ People of the Bible ➤ Adam and Eve
Ezekiel
Ezekiel​—His Life and Times Pure Worship, teaching box 2B
Questions From Readers: In what sense did Ezekiel become “mute” during Jerusalem’s siege? The Watchtower, 12/1/2003
Ezra
Ezra Taught God’s Law Learn From the Bible, lesson 66
Felix
“Be of Good Courage!” (Box: Felix​—Procurator of Judea) Bearing Witness, chap. 24
Gaius
How Gaius Helped His Brothers The Watchtower (Study), 5/2017
Gallio
“Keep On Speaking and Do Not Keep Silent” (§ “I Have Many People in This City”) Bearing Witness, chap. 19
Gamaliel
“We Must Obey God as Ruler” (Box: Gamaliel​—Esteemed Among the Rabbis) Bearing Witness, chap. 5
Gehazi
Teach Your Children: Gehazi Was Ruined by Greed The Watchtower, 9/1/2012
Gibeonites
Joshua and the Gibeonites Learn From the Bible, lesson 31
Gideon
Gideon Conquered the Midianites Learn From the Bible, lesson 34
“Jehovah’s Sword and Gideon’s!” The Watchtower, 7/15/2005
Habakkuk
Trust in Jehovah and Live! The Watchtower (Study), 11/2018
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Habakkuk Kingdom Ministry, 12/2015
Hannah
Hannah Prays for a Son Learn From the Bible, lesson 35
She Opened Her Heart to God in Prayer Imitate, chap. 6
Imitate Their Faith: She Opened Her Heart to God in Prayer The Watchtower, 7/1/2010
How Hannah Found Peace The Watchtower, 3/15/2007
Will Jehovah’s Blessing Overtake You? (§ Hannah’s Trials and Blessings) The Watchtower, 9/15/2001
Herod Agrippa I
“The Word of Jehovah Went On Growing” (Box: King Herod Agrippa I) Bearing Witness, chap. 10
Herod Agrippa II
“I Appeal to Caesar!” (Box: King Herod Agrippa II) Bearing Witness, chap. 25
Herod the Great
They Escape From a Wicked Ruler Jesus​—The Way, chap. 8
“In the Days of Herod the King” The Watchtower, 12/1/2009
Herod the Great​—A Master Builder Awake!, 9/2009
Hezekiah
Jehovah’s Angel Protected Hezekiah Learn From the Bible, lesson 55
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!
Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?
Seven Shepherds, Eight Dukes​—What They Mean for Us Today The Watchtower, 11/15/2013
Teach Your Children: “He Kept Sticking to Jehovah” The Watchtower, 3/1/2012
“Do Not Lean Upon Your Own Understanding” (§ When in Distress) The Watchtower, 11/15/2011
Hosea
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Hosea Kingdom Ministry, 11/2013
❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2005
Hosea’s Prophecy Helps Us to Walk With God
Walk With God, and Reap What Is Good
Isaac
A Son At Last! Learn From the Bible, lesson 9
A Test of Faith Learn From the Bible, lesson 11
Jacob Got the Inheritance Learn From the Bible, lesson 12
The World of the Patriarchs “Good Land”
Isaiah
An Ancient Prophet With a Modern Message Isaiah’s Prophecy I, chap. 1
Israelites
The Twelve Spies Learn From the Bible, lesson 26
Did You Know? (§ Why were the Jews so interested in their genealogies?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ How did the Jews compile and preserve their genealogies?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ Why did God choose quail to feed the Israelites in the wilderness?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2011
God Delivers the Sons of Israel Bible’s Message, section 7
“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Jews in Mesopotamia and Egypt) Bearing Witness, chap. 3
“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Who Were the Proselytes?) Bearing Witness, chap. 3
“Filled With Joy and Holy Spirit” (Box: In the Synagogues of the Jews) Bearing Witness, chap. 11
Did You Know? (§ Why were the Jews widely scattered by Jesus’ time?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2008
Did You Know? (§ Why refer to “12 tribes of Israel” when there were 13?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2008
Ittai
Imitate the Loyalty of Ittai The Watchtower, 5/15/2009
Jabez
Draw Close to God: A “Hearer of Prayer” The Watchtower, 10/1/2010
Jacob
Jacob Got the Inheritance Learn From the Bible, lesson 12
Jacob and Esau Make Peace Learn From the Bible, lesson 13
Questions From Readers: In ancient Israel, was the line leading to the Messiah tied to the right of the firstborn? The Watchtower (Study), 12/2017
Questions From Readers: Was it wrong for Jacob to impersonate Esau? (Gen. 27:18, 19) The Watchtower, 10/1/2007
Jacob Appreciated Spiritual Values The Watchtower, 10/15/2003
The World of the Patriarchs “Good Land”
Jael
A New Leader and Two Brave Women Learn From the Bible, lesson 32
Imitate Their Faith: “I Arose as a Mother in Israel” The Watchtower, 8/1/2015
James (Brother of Jesus)
Did You Know? (§ Who were the different men in the Bible called James?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2009
“We Have Come to a Unanimous Accord” (Box: James​—“The Brother of the Lord”) Bearing Witness, chap. 14
James (Son of Zebedee)
Teach Your Children: They Were Called “Sons of Thunder” The Watchtower, 12/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Who were the different men in the Bible called James?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2009
Jehoash
Teach Your Children: Jehoash Left Jehovah Because of Bad Association The Watchtower, 4/1/2009
Jehoiada
The Courage of Jehoiada Learn From the Bible, lesson 53
Jehoiakim
Serving in “the Final Part of the Days” (Box: Jehoiakim​—The King Who Killed Jehovah’s Prophet) Jeremiah, chap. 2
Jehoshaphat
Jehovah Defends Jehoshaphat Learn From the Bible, lesson 50
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!
Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?
Jehu
A Wicked Queen Is Punished Learn From the Bible, lesson 49
Jehu Champions Pure Worship The Watchtower, 11/15/2011
Now Is the Time for Decisive Action (§ False Religion’s Sudden End) The Watchtower, 12/15/2005
Jephthah
Jephthah’s Promise Learn From the Bible, lesson 36
Being Faithful Leads to God’s Approval The Watchtower (Study), 4/2016
Jephthah Keeps His Vow to Jehovah The Watchtower, 5/15/2007
Jephthah’s Daughter
She Made Her Father and Jehovah Happy Teach Your Children, lesson 4
Teach Your Children: She Was Loved by God and by Her Friends The Watchtower, 2/1/2011
Jephthah Keeps His Vow to Jehovah (§ Jephthah’s Vow) The Watchtower, 5/15/2007
Jeremiah
Jehovah Sends Jeremiah to Preach Learn From the Bible, lesson 57
Jeremiah Did Not Stop Speaking About Jehovah Teach Your Children, lesson 9
Keep Awake, as Jeremiah Did The Watchtower, 3/15/2011
“I Have Put My Words in Your Mouth” Jeremiah, chap. 1
Teach Your Children: Jeremiah Did Not Quit The Watchtower, 12/1/2009
Baruch​—Jeremiah’s Faithful Secretary The Watchtower, 8/15/2006
Be Courageous Like Jeremiah The Watchtower, 5/1/2004
Jewish Religious Leaders
See also the book:
Jesus​—The Way, chapters 29-32, 42, 71, 76, 106-109, 125, 127
“Watch Out for the Leaven of the Pharisees” The Watchtower, 5/15/2012
Did You Know? (§ How did Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ day view the common people?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Why did the scribes and Pharisees wear “scripture-containing cases”?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ How did the scribes and Pharisees resemble “whitewashed graves”?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2009
Did You Know? (§ Who were the scribes?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2009
“Hear My Defense” (Box: The Sadducees and the Pharisees) Bearing Witness, chap. 23
“Learn From Me” The Watchtower, 12/15/2001
The Hasmonaeans and Their Legacy The Watchtower, 6/15/2001
Jezebel
A Wicked Queen Is Punished Learn From the Bible, lesson 49
Joanna
What We Can Learn From Joanna The Watchtower, 8/15/2015
Job
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 2/2018
Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah, Daniel, and Job
Do You Know Jehovah as Did Noah, Daniel, and Job?
Who Was Job? Learn From the Bible, lesson 16
Job Held High the Name of Jehovah The Watchtower, 4/15/2009
Job Keeps His Integrity Bible’s Message, section 6
❐ The Watchtower, 8/15/2006
Job​—A Man of Endurance and Integrity
“You Have Heard of the Endurance of Job”
How to Make God Happy Teacher, chap. 40
Questions From Readers: For how long a period of time did Job suffer? The Watchtower, 8/15/2001
Joel
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Joel Kingdom Ministry, 7/2013
John (Apostle)
The Revelation to John Learn From the Bible, lesson 102
Teach Your Children: They Were Called “Sons of Thunder” The Watchtower, 12/1/2011
“Men Unlettered and Ordinary” (Box: John​—The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved) Bearing Witness, chap. 4
John the Baptizer
John Prepares the Way Learn From the Bible, lesson 73
John the Baptist Prepares the Way Jesus​—The Way, chap. 11
Jonah
Jehovah Was Patient With Jonah Learn From the Bible, lesson 54
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Jonah Kingdom Ministry, 4/2013
He Learned From His Mistakes Imitate, chap. 13
He Learned a Lesson in Mercy Imitate, chap. 14
Imitate Their Faith: He Learned a Lesson in Mercy The Watchtower, 4/1/2009
Imitate Their Faith: He Learned From His Mistakes The Watchtower, 1/1/2009
Try to See Others as Jehovah Sees Them (§ A Candid Look at Jonah) The Watchtower, 3/15/2003
Jonathan
Brave and Loyal Jonathan Learn From the Bible, lesson 42
Prove Yourself Loyal to Jehovah The Watchtower (Study), 2/2016
Love Those Whom God Loves (§ Learning From a Bible Example) “God’s Love,” chap. 3
Jonathan​—“It Was With God That He Worked” The Watchtower, 9/15/2007
Joseph (Adoptive Father of Jesus)
Did You Know? (§ Who was Joseph’s father?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016
Mary​—Pregnant But Not Married Jesus—​The Way, chap. 4
He Protected, He Provided, He Persevered Imitate, chap. 19
Imitate Their Faith: He Protected, He Provided, He Persevered The Watchtower, 4/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ Why did Joseph intend to divorce Mary when they were only engaged?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2009
Learning From Jesus’ Human Family (§ Joseph​—A Righteous Man) The Watchtower, 12/15/2003
Joseph (Son of Jacob)
A Slave Who Obeyed God Learn From the Bible, lesson 14
Jehovah Never Forgot Joseph Learn From the Bible, lesson 15
Imitate Their Faith: “Am I in the Place of God?” The Watchtower, 5/1/2015
Imitate Their Faith: “Do Not Interpretations Belong to God?” The Watchtower, 2/1/2015
Imitate Their Faith: “How Could I Commit This Great Badness?” The Watchtower, 11/1/2014
Imitate Their Faith: “Please Listen to This Dream” The Watchtower, 8/1/2014
“Your Reminders Are What I Am Fond Of” (§ Maintaining Chastity) The Watchtower, 6/15/2006
Do Your Circumstances Control Your Life? (§ Faced With Serious Challenges) The Watchtower, 6/1/2004
Youths, Walk Worthily of Jehovah (§ “Jehovah Was With Joseph”) The Watchtower, 10/15/2003
Joseph of Arimathea
Joseph of Arimathea Takes a Stand The Watchtower (Study), 10/2017
Joshua
Jehovah Chose Joshua Learn From the Bible, lesson 29
Joshua and the Gibeonites Learn From the Bible, lesson 31
Be Courageous​—Jehovah Is With You! The Watchtower, 1/15/2013
Will You Follow Jehovah’s Loving Guidance? (§ Do Not Follow “After the Crowd”) The Watchtower, 7/15/2011
While You Are Young, Choose to Serve Jehovah (§ Serving Jehovah Is the Right Thing to Do) The Watchtower, 5/15/2008
What Joshua Remembered The Watchtower, 12/1/2002
Josiah
Josiah Loved God’s Law Learn From the Bible, lesson 56
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!
Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?
Josiah Had Good Friends Teach Your Children, lesson 8
Serving in “the Final Part of the Days” Jeremiah, chap. 2
Be Zealous for Jehovah’s House! (§ Respond Promptly to Direction) The Watchtower, 6/15/2009
Teach Your Children: Josiah Chose to Do What Was Right The Watchtower, 2/1/2009
You Can Succeed Regardless of Your Upbringing The Watchtower, 4/15/2001
Humble Josiah Had Jehovah’s Favor The Watchtower, 9/15/2000
Jotham
Teach Your Children: Jotham Remained Faithful Despite Troubles at Home The Watchtower, 12/1/2012
Judaizers
“There Had Occurred No Little Dissension” (Box: The Teachings of the Judaizers) Bearing Witness, chap. 13
Judas Iscariot
Christ Is Betrayed and Arrested Jesus​—The Way, chap. 124
Questions From Readers: Did many apostles complain about Jesus’ being anointed with costly oil? The Watchtower, 4/15/2000
Kings
See also kings by name
❐ New World Translation, Appendix
A6-A Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 1)
A6-B Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 2)
Korah
They Rebelled Against Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 27
Are You Known by Jehovah? (§ A Contrast Between Humility and Pride) The Watchtower, 9/15/2011
Loyally Submit to Godly Authority The Watchtower, 8/1/2002 ¶8-13
Lazarus
Jesus Resurrects Lazarus Learn From the Bible, lesson 86
Lazarus Is Resurrected Jesus​—The Way, chap. 91
Leah
Distressed Sisters Who “Built the House of Israel” The Watchtower, 10/1/2007
Levites
Questions From Readers: How could the Levite Hanamel have a field to sell? (Jer. 32:7) The Watchtower, 3/1/2004
Loyally Submit to Godly Authority The Watchtower, 8/1/2002 ¶6-7
Lot’s Wife
Remember the Wife of Lot Learn From the Bible, lesson 10
Do Not Look at “the Things Behind” The Watchtower, 3/15/2012
Luke
“Step Over Into Macedonia” (Box: Luke​—The Writer of Acts) Bearing Witness, chap. 16
Luke​—A Beloved Fellow Worker The Watchtower, 11/15/2007
Lydia
“Step Over Into Macedonia” (Box: Lydia​—The Seller of Purple) Bearing Witness, chap. 16
“She Just Made Us Come” The Watchtower, 3/15/2007
Magi
Did You Know? (§ Who were the Magi who visited the infant Jesus?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2010
Mark (John Mark)
Mark​—‘Useful for Ministering’ The Watchtower, 3/15/2010
“Strengthening the Congregations” (Box: Mark Enjoys Many Privileges) Bearing Witness, chap. 15
Teach Your Children: Mark Did Not Give Up The Watchtower, 2/1/2008
Martha
Lessons About Hospitality and Prayer Jesus​—The Way, chap. 74
“I Have Believed” Imitate, chap. 20
Imitate Their Faith: “I Have Believed” The Watchtower, 4/1/2011
Mary (Mother of Jesus)
Gabriel Visits Mary Learn From the Bible, lesson 69
Mary​—Pregnant But Not Married Jesus—​The Way, chap. 4
Imitate Their Faith: She Survived the Sword of Grief The Watchtower, 5/1/2014
“Look! Jehovah’s Slave Girl!” Imitate, chap. 17
She Drew “Conclusions in Her Heart” Imitate, chap. 18
Myth 5: Mary Is the Mother of God The Watchtower, 11/1/2009
❐ The Watchtower, 1/1/2009
What Mary’s Example Can Teach Us
Mary’s Role in God’s Purpose
Imitate Their Faith: She Drew “Conclusions in Her Heart” The Watchtower, 10/1/2008
Imitate Their Faith: “Look! Jehovah’s Slave Girl!” The Watchtower, 7/1/2008
Questions From Readers: Was Jesus disrespectful in the way he addressed his mother? (John 2:4) The Watchtower, 12/1/2006
Learning From Jesus’ Human Family (§ Mary​—An Unselfish Servant of God) The Watchtower, 12/15/2003
Mary (Sister of Lazarus)
A Meal at Simon’s House in Bethany Jesus​—The Way, chap. 101
Matthew
Matthew Is Called Jesus​—The Way, chap. 27
Matthias
“You Will Be Witnesses of Me” (§ “Designate Which One . . . You Have Chosen”) Bearing Witness, chap. 2
Mephibosheth
Do Not Let Illness Rob You of Joy The Watchtower, 12/15/2011
Teach Your Children: Have You Ever Felt Like an Outsider? The Watchtower, 6/1/2011
They Coped With Thorns in Their Flesh (§ The Thorns Afflicting Mephibosheth) The Watchtower, 2/15/2002
Micah
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Micah Kingdom Ministry, 1/2014
Miriam
Draw Close to God: Jehovah Values Meekness The Watchtower, 8/1/2009
Moabites
The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7
Mordecai
Esther Saves Her People Learn From the Bible, lesson 65
Moses
See also the book:
Learn From the Bible, lessons 17-27, 29
Where Are Your Eyes Looking? The Watchtower (Study), 7/2018
❐ The Watchtower, 4/15/2014
Imitate the Faith of Moses
Do You See “the One Who Is Invisible”?
❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2013
Who Was Moses?
Moses​—A Man of Faith
Moses—​A Man of Humility
Moses​—A Man of Love
Questions From Readers: Why was Moses angry with Aaron’s sons? (Lev. 10:16-20) The Watchtower, 2/15/2011
Draw Close to God: A Judge Who Is Firm for What Is Right The Watchtower, 9/1/2009
❐ Awake!, 4/8/2004
Moses Under Fire
Moses​—How His Life Affects You
Something Greater Than the Treasures of Egypt The Watchtower, 6/15/2002
Naaman
The Warrior and the Little Girl Learn From the Bible, lesson 51
Teach Your Children: He Was Stubborn but Finally Obeyed The Watchtower, 6/1/2012
Nabal
Will Jehovah’s Blessing Overtake You? (§ Nabal Did Not Listen) The Watchtower, 9/15/2001
Nahum
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Nahum Kingdom Ministry, 9/2014
Naomi
Ruth and Naomi Learn From the Bible, lesson 33
“Where You Go I Shall Go” Imitate, chap. 4
Imitate Their Faith: “Where You Go I Shall Go” The Watchtower, 7/1/2012
Keep Jehovah Before You Constantly (§ Always Trust in Jehovah) The Watchtower, 2/15/2008
Nathan
Nathan​—Loyal Advocate of Pure Worship The Watchtower, 2/15/2012
Nebuchadnezzar
A Kingdom Like a Big Tree Learn From the Bible, lesson 62
Nehemiah
The Walls of Jerusalem Learn From the Bible, lesson 67
“Keep Conquering the Evil With the Good” The Watchtower, 7/1/2007
They Coped With Thorns in Their Flesh (§ Nehemiah Coped With His Trials) The Watchtower, 2/15/2002
Nephilim
Do You View Violent Ones as God Does? The Watchtower, 4/15/2000
Nicodemus
He Teaches Nicodemus at Night Jesus​—The Way, chap. 17
Learn a Lesson From Nicodemus The Watchtower, 2/1/2002
Noah
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 2/2018
Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah, Daniel, and Job
Do You Know Jehovah as Did Noah, Daniel, and Job?
Noah’s Ark Learn From the Bible, lesson 5
Imitate Their Faith: He Was Kept “Safe With Seven Others” The Watchtower, 8/1/2013
Imitate Their Faith: He “Walked With the True God” The Watchtower, 4/1/2013
He “Walked With the True God” Imitate, chap. 2
Why God Favored Noah​—Why We Should Care The Watchtower, 6/1/2008
We Shall Walk in the Name of Jehovah Our God The Watchtower, 9/1/2005
Noah’s Faith Condemns the World The Watchtower, 11/15/2001
Paul (Saul of Tarsus)
See also the books:
Bearing Witness, chapters 8, 11-12, 18-22, 26-27
Learn From the Bible, lessons 96, 98-101
Questions From Readers: Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses depict the apostle Paul as being bald or having little hair? The Watchtower (Study), 3/2018
Defending the Good News Before High Officials The Watchtower (Study), 9/2016
Did You Know? (§ How was Roman citizenship an advantage for the apostle Paul?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2015
Find Real Success in Life (§ A Truly Successful Life) The Watchtower, 12/15/2012
“Continue Applying Yourself . . . to Teaching” The Watchtower, 7/15/2010
Make Spiritual Progress by Following Paul’s Example The Watchtower, 5/15/2008
Did You Know? (§ When did Saul become known as Paul?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2008
“We Must Obey God as Ruler Rather Than Men”: Giving a Thorough Witness With “Good Courage” The Watchtower, 11/15/2006
Becoming Progressive and Adaptable Ministers The Watchtower, 12/1/2005
Questions From Readers: Did Paul compromise his Christian faith by saying: “I am a Pharisee”? The Watchtower, 4/15/2005
Persecution Sparks Growth in Antioch (Box: Saul’s “Silent Years”) The Watchtower, 7/15/2000
Peter
Peter Denies Jesus Learn From the Bible, lesson 89
Cornelius Receives Holy Spirit Learn From the Bible, lesson 97
Was Peter the First Pope? The Watchtower, 12/1/2015
He Fought Against Fear and Doubt Imitate, chap. 21
He Was Loyal in the Face of Tests Imitate, chap. 22
He Learned Forgiveness From the Master Imitate, chap. 23
Imitate Their Faith: He Learned Forgiveness From the Master The Watchtower, 4/1/2010
Imitate Their Faith: He Was Loyal in the Face of Tests The Watchtower, 1/1/2010
Imitate Their Faith: He Fought Against Fear and Doubt The Watchtower, 10/1/2009
“Men Unlettered and Ordinary” (Box: Peter​—From Fisherman to Dynamic Apostle) Bearing Witness, chap. 4
Declaring “the Good News About Jesus” (Box: Peter Uses the “Keys of the Kingdom”) Bearing Witness, chap. 7
“God Is Not Partial” Bearing Witness, chap. 9
“The Word of Jehovah Went On Growing” Bearing Witness, chap. 10
How Some Are Remembered (§ What Record Did Peter Leave Behind?) The Watchtower, 8/15/2003
Philip (Evangelizer)
Declaring “the Good News About Jesus” (Box: Philip “the Evangelizer”) Bearing Witness, chap. 7
“Do the Work of an Evangelizer” (§ Zealous Evangelizers of the Past) The Watchtower, 3/15/2004
Philistines
The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7
Phinehas
Can You Be Like Phinehas When You Face Challenges? The Watchtower, 9/15/2011
Should Christians Be Jealous? (§ Miriam and Phinehas) The Watchtower, 10/15/2002
Pontius Pilate
Questions From Readers: Do secular sources support the existence of Pontius Pilate? The Watchtower, 2/15/2015
Tried by the Sanhedrin, Then On to Pilate Jesus​—The Way, chap. 127
Did You Know? (§ Did Pontius Pilate have reason to fear Caesar?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2009
Did You Know? (§ Why did Pilate fear hearing that Jesus had “made himself God’s son”?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2008
Who Was Pontius Pilate? The Watchtower, 9/15/2005
Porcius Festus
“I Appeal to Caesar!” (Box: Roman Procurator Porcius Festus) Bearing Witness, chap. 25
Praetorian Guard
The Praetorian Guard Receives a Witness The Watchtower, 2/15/2013
Priests
See also priests by name
Did You Know? (§ Who may have been the “chief priests” who were mentioned in the Christian Greek Scriptures?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016
❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2014
Why We Must Be Holy
We Must Be Holy in All Our Conduct
B5 Tabernacle and High Priest New World Translation, Appendix
Priscilla
See The Bible ➤ People of the Bible ➤ Aquila and Priscilla
Prophets
See also prophets by name
Imitate the Spirit of the Prophets The Watchtower (Study), 3/2016
❐ New World Translation, Appendix
A6-A Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 1)
A6-B Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 2)
Prophets Whose Messages Can Affect Us Jehovah’s Day, chap. 2
Rachel
Questions From Readers: What did Jeremiah mean when he spoke of Rachel’s weeping over her sons? The Watchtower, 12/15/2014
Distressed Sisters Who “Built the House of Israel” The Watchtower, 10/1/2007
Rahab
Rahab Hid the Spies Learn From the Bible, lesson 30
Rahab Believed in Jehovah Teach Your Children, lesson 3
Imitate Their Faith: She Was “Declared Righteous by Works” The Watchtower, 11/1/2013
Teach Your Children: Rahab Listened to the News The Watchtower, 8/1/2009
Rebekah
Imitate Their Faith: “I Am Willing to Go” The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016
Rebekah Wanted to Make Jehovah Happy Teach Your Children, lesson 2
Teach Your Children: Rebekah Was Willing to Please Jehovah The Watchtower, 2/1/2010
Rebekah​—A Godly Woman of Action The Watchtower, 4/15/2004
Rehoboam
He Could Have Had God’s Favor The Watchtower (Study), 6/2018
Ruth
Ruth and Naomi Learn From the Bible, lesson 33
“Where You Go I Shall Go” Imitate, chap. 4
“An Excellent Woman” Imitate, chap. 5
Imitate Their Faith: “An Excellent Woman” The Watchtower, 10/1/2012
Imitate Their Faith: “Where You Go I Shall Go” The Watchtower, 7/1/2012
The Unlikely Marriage of Boaz and Ruth The Watchtower, 4/15/2003
Samaritans
The Woman at the Well Learn From the Bible, lesson 77
Did You Know? (§ Why did a breach exist between Jews and Samaritans in Jesus’ day?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2010
Samson
Jehovah Made Samson Strong Learn From the Bible, lesson 38
Samson Triumphs in the Strength of Jehovah! The Watchtower, 3/15/2005
Questions From Readers: Was it a common practice to tear apart young goats in Samson’s day? The Watchtower, 1/15/2005
Questions From Readers: How could Samson (a Nazirite) touch dead bodies that he had slain? The Watchtower, 1/15/2005
Samuel
Hannah Prays for a Son Learn From the Bible, lesson 35
Jehovah Speaks to Samuel Learn From the Bible, lesson 37
Samuel Kept Doing What Was Right Teach Your Children, lesson 5
He “Continued Growing Up With Jehovah” Imitate, chap. 7
He Endured Despite Disappointments Imitate, chap. 8
Imitate Their Faith: He Endured Despite Disappointments The Watchtower, 1/1/2011
Imitate Their Faith: He “Continued Growing Up With Jehovah” The Watchtower, 10/1/2010
Teach Your Children: Samuel Stuck to What Was Right The Watchtower, 8/1/2008
Samuel Promotes True Worship The Watchtower, 1/15/2007
Sarah
Abraham and Sarah Obeyed God Learn From the Bible, lesson 8
A Son At Last! Learn From the Bible, lesson 9
Imitate Their Faith: God Called Her “Princess” The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2017
Imitate Their Faith: “What a Beautiful Woman You Are” The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2017
Abraham​—A Man of Courage (Box: A Godly Woman and a Precious Wife) The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
Abraham and Sarah​—You Can Imitate Their Faith! The Watchtower, 5/15/2004
Saul (King)
Israel’s First King Learn From the Bible, lesson 39
David and Saul Learn From the Bible, lesson 41
“To Obey Is Better Than a Sacrifice” The Watchtower, 2/15/2011
Shaphan
Are You Acquainted With Shaphan and His Family? The Watchtower, 12/15/2002
Shebna
Discipline​—Evidence of God’s Love The Watchtower (Study), 3/2018
Shem
Teach Your Children: Shem Saw the Badness of Two Worlds The Watchtower, 10/1/2009
Simeon
The Child Who Was Promised Jesus​—The Way, chap. 6
Simon (Magician)
Declaring “the Good News About Jesus” (§ “Give Me Also This Authority”) Bearing Witness, chap. 7
Solomon
Find Real Success in Life (§ Was Solomon Successful in Life?) The Watchtower, 12/15/2012
Is He a Good Example for You or a Warning? The Watchtower, 12/15/2011
Solomon Rules Wisely Bible’s Message, section 10
Did You Know? (§ How much gold did King Solomon own?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2008
Israel in the Days of David and Solomon “Good Land”
Sons of the Prophets
Did You Know? (§ Who were “the sons of the prophets”?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2012
Sons of Zeus
Did You Know? (§ Who were the “Sons of Zeus”? [Acts 28:11]) The Watchtower, 3/1/2009
Stephen
Did You Know? (§ How could the disciple Stephen remain so calm when being persecuted?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2018
Stephen​—“Full of Graciousness and Power” Bearing Witness, chap. 6
Three Hebrews
Four Boys Who Obeyed Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 59
They Did Not Bow Down Learn From the Bible, lesson 61
Tiberius Caesar
Did You Know? (§ Did Pontius Pilate have reason to fear Caesar?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2009
Timothy
Appointed Men​—Learn From Timothy The Watchtower (Study), 4/2018
Paul and Timothy Learn From the Bible, lesson 100
Imitate Their Faith: “My Beloved and Faithful Child in the Lord” The Watchtower, 11/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ The Acts account says that Timothy’s father was a Greek. Does this mean that he came from Greece?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2015
Timothy Wanted to Help People Teach Your Children, lesson 13
Make Your Advancement Manifest The Watchtower, 12/15/2009
“Strengthening the Congregations” Bearing Witness, chap. 15
Teach Your Children: Timothy​—Ready and Willing to Serve The Watchtower, 4/1/2008
Youths​—Pursue Goals That Honor God The Watchtower, 5/1/2007
Widow of Zarephath
The Widow of Zarephath Was Rewarded for Her Faith The Watchtower, 2/15/2014
Zacchaeus
Jesus Heals Blind Men and Helps Zacchaeus Jesus​—The Way, chap. 99
Zechariah (Father of John the Baptizer)
Elizabeth Has a Baby Learn From the Bible, lesson 68
Two Messages From God Jesus​—The Way, chap. 1
Zedekiah
Serving in “the Final Part of the Days” Jeremiah, chap. 2
Zephaniah
Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Zephaniah Kingdom Ministry, 7/2014
Life in Bible Times
Do You Know the Time? The Watchtower (Study), 9/2018
Did You Know? (§ Why did Joseph shave before seeing Pharaoh?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ The Acts account says that Timothy’s father was a Greek. Does this mean that he came from Greece?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ To what does the expression “bosom position” refer?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ In Bible times, what did it mean if a person ripped apart his garments?) The Watchtower, 4/15/2014
B15 Hebrew Calendar New World Translation, Appendix
Did You Know? (§ How did first-century Jews keep time at night?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ How are different times of the day identified in the Bible?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ What was the significance of the city gate?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What privileges and responsibilities were due a firstborn son?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What did it mean for a person to be anointed?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2009
Did You Know? (§ Why did Jesus wash the feet of his apostles?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2009
Houses
Did You Know? (§ What was the purpose of a parapet?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2013
Did You Know? (§ What kind of house might Abram have lived in?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2011
The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: Where They Lived The Watchtower, 1/1/2010
Marriage
Did You Know? (§ On what grounds did Jewish religious leaders grant a divorce?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 4 2016
Did You Know? (§ What was levirate marriage?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Why did Joseph intend to divorce Mary when they were only engaged?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2009
Did You Know? (§ What was the “certificate of divorce”?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2008
Questions From Readers: Under the Law, why did natural sexual functions make one “unclean”? The Watchtower, 6/1/2006
Questions From Readers: Why were Israelite men permitted to marry foreign women? (Deut. 7:1-3; 21:10, 11) The Watchtower, 9/15/2004
Food and Drink
Did You Know? (§ What methods were used to preserve fish in antiquity?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2014
Have You Tasted the Bread of Life? The Watchtower, 6/1/2014
Did You Know? (§ Was Jesus in error when he spoke about salt losing its salinity?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ Why was wine used as medicine during Bible times?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ How did Israelites ensure their water supply?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Why does 1 Corinthians discuss meat sacrificed to idols?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ Why did Jesus say “no one puts new wine into old wineskins”?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What kinds of alcoholic beverages were made in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ Were locusts a common food in John the Baptizer’s day? [Matt. 3:4]) The Watchtower, 10/1/2009
Money and Business
Did You Know? (§ Were the principles of the Mosaic Law actually applied in settling everyday legal disputes in ancient Israel?) The Watchtower (Study), 1/2018
❐ New World Translation, Appendix
B14-A Trade and Commerce
B14-B Currency and Weight
Did You Know? (§ What would the loss of a drachma coin have meant to Jesus’ listeners?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ How were buying and selling done in ancient Israel?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ Why did first-century Jews despise tax collectors?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2012
Life in Bible Times​—Money The Watchtower, 5/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Who were “the bankers” in Jesus’ illustration, and how did they operate?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2008
Did You Know? (§ Why was Judas offered 30 silver pieces?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2008
Did You Know? (§ How much were the widow’s two coins worth?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2008
Did You Know? (§ Why did Jesus pay the temple tax with one coin?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2008
Work
Did You Know? (§ What kinds of tents did the apostle Paul make?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2012
The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: “Workers at Home” The Watchtower, 2/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ Were there beekeepers in ancient Israel?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2009
Farming
Did You Know? (§ Is it believable that in ancient times someone would actually oversow another man’s field with weeds?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2016
Did You Know? (§ How were shepherds paid in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ Why did shepherds in Bible times separate sheep from goats?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2015
Life in Bible Times​—The Shepherd The Watchtower, 11/1/2012
Life in Bible Times​—The Farmer The Watchtower, 5/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ Why were olive trees appreciated in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ What was gleaning, and who benefited from it?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2011
Questions From Readers: Who harvested the firstfruits of the barley? The Watchtower, 7/15/2007
A Year in “the Good Land” The Watchtower, 6/15/2007
Each One Will Sit Under His Fig Tree The Watchtower, 5/15/2003
A Luxuriant Olive Tree in the House of God The Watchtower, 5/15/2000
Fishing
Life in Bible Times​—The Fisherman The Watchtower, 8/1/2012
Fishing on the Sea of Galilee The Watchtower, 10/1/2009
The Galilean Boat​—A Treasure From Bible Times Awake!, 8/2006
Carpentry
The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: “The Carpenter” The Watchtower, 8/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What sort of work would Jesus have done as a carpenter?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2008
Travel
Did You Know? (§ Did the apostle Paul give sound advice when he recommended delaying a sea voyage?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2017
The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: Traveling to the Most Distant Part of the Earth The Watchtower, 11/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ In Paul’s day, why was sailing hazardous during certain times of the year?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What road did Paul travel during his first journey to Rome?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2010
“Filled With Joy and Holy Spirit” (Box: On the Road) Bearing Witness, chap. 11
Funerals and Burial
Did You Know? (§ How did first-century Jews prepare the dead for burial?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2013
Did You Know? (§ Did people play flutes at funerals in Jesus’ day?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2012
Objects and Materials
Did You Know? (§ How was fire transported in ancient times?) The Watchtower (Study), 1/2017
Did You Know? (§ What textiles and dyes were available in Bible times?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016
Did You Know? (§ In Bible times, how were scrolls made, and how were they used?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016
Did You Know? (§ How were hand mills used in ancient times?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ How did mirrors in Bible times differ from those of today?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2015
Gifts Fit for a King The Watchtower, 3/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ How did ancient shipbuilders waterproof their vessels?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2014
Did You Know? (§ How were slings used in ancient warfare?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2014
Did You Know? (§ Why was ancient Phoenicia famous for its purple dye?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2014
Did You Know? (§ What were the aloes that were used in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2014
‘Out of the Mountains You Will Mine Copper’ The Watchtower, 12/1/2013
The Use of Cosmetics in Bible Times The Watchtower, 12/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ What kinds of pen and ink were used in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ How were letters sent in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ What kind of “paper” was available in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ Why did people in Bible times use bitumen as mortar?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2012
A Look at Colors and Fabrics in Bible Times The Watchtower, 3/1/2012
Life in Bible Times​—Musicians and Their Instruments The Watchtower, 2/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ What evidence is there that bricks were made in ancient Egypt?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ What is the “coccus scarlet material” spoken of in Exodus?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ How do names on clay seals compare with names in the Bible?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2011
Did You Know? (§ Why did the scribes and Pharisees wear “scripture-containing cases”?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What kind of writing tablet is referred to at Luke 1:63?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ Why was the perfumed oil used by Mary so expensive?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2008
Did You Know? (§ Why was reading from a scroll quite an undertaking?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2008
Jewish Religion
Did You Know? (§ What Jewish practice caused Jesus to condemn the swearing of oaths?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2017
Questions From Readers: Why was handwashing an issue for Jesus’ antagonists? The Watchtower (Study), 8/2016
Did You Know? (§ Who may have been the “chief priests” who were mentioned in the Christian Greek Scriptures?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016
Was God’s Law to Israel Just and Fair? The Watchtower, 9/1/2014
Why Did the Law Require Sacrifices? Happy Life, section 13
B5 Tabernacle and High Priest New World Translation, Appendix
Did You Know? (§ Where did the precious stones on the high priest’s breastpiece come from?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2012
The Synagogue​—Where Jesus and His Disciples Preached The Watchtower, 4/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What were the Urim and the Thummim?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2009
“Men Unlettered and Ordinary” (Box: The High Priest and the Chief Priests) Bearing Witness, chap. 4
“We Must Obey God as Ruler” (Box: The Sanhedrin​—High Court of the Jews) Bearing Witness, chap. 5
Did You Know? (§ Why did Jews begin the Sabbath in the evening?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2008
Did You Know? (§ What was a “sabbath day’s journey”?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2008
Roman Rule
Did You Know? (§ How much freedom did Rome grant to the Jewish authorities in Judea in the first century?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2016
Defending the Good News Before High Officials The Watchtower (Study), 9/2016
Did You Know? (§ What was the role of a centurion in the Roman army?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2015
Did You Know? (§ How was Roman citizenship an advantage for the apostle Paul?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2015
Preparing the Nations for “the Teaching of Jehovah” The Watchtower, 2/15/2015
Did You Know? (§ What was life like for slaves in the Roman world?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2014
Did You Know? (§ What did Jesus mean when he said to go the second mile?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2012
Did You Know? (§ What did Paul mean by “a triumphal procession”?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2010
Did You Know? (§ What census led to Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2009
“Hear My Defense” (Box: Roman Law and Roman Citizens) Bearing Witness, chap. 23
Crime and Punishment
Did You Know? (§ Why did the execution of criminals include the breaking of their legs?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2014
Questions From Readers: Did the Israelites execute criminals on stakes? The Watchtower, 5/15/2013
Did You Know? (§ What crimes merited a death like that of Jesus?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2011
Bible Highlights
Genesis
B2 Genesis and the Travels of the Patriarchs New World Translation, Appendix
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Genesis​—I The Watchtower, 1/1/2004
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Genesis​—II The Watchtower, 1/15/2004
Exodus
B3 The Exodus From Egypt New World Translation, Appendix
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Exodus The Watchtower, 3/15/2004
Leviticus
Questions From Readers: What is foreshadowed by the Jubilee year mentioned in Leviticus 25? The Watchtower, 7/15/2004
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Leviticus The Watchtower, 5/15/2004
Numbers
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Numbers The Watchtower, 8/1/2004
Deuteronomy
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Deuteronomy The Watchtower, 9/15/2004
Joshua
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Joshua The Watchtower, 12/1/2004
Judges
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Judges The Watchtower, 1/15/2005
Chapters 10-12
Jephthah Keeps His Vow to Jehovah The Watchtower, 5/15/2007
Ruth
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ruth The Watchtower, 3/1/2005
First Samuel
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of First Samuel The Watchtower, 3/15/2005
Second Samuel
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Second Samuel The Watchtower, 5/15/2005
First Kings
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of First Kings The Watchtower, 7/1/2005
Second Kings
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Second Kings The Watchtower, 8/1/2005
First Chronicles
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of First Chronicles The Watchtower, 10/1/2005
Second Chronicles
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Second Chronicles The Watchtower, 12/1/2005
Ezra
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ezra The Watchtower, 1/15/2006
Nehemiah
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah The Watchtower, 2/1/2006
Chapter 9
Lessons From a Well-Prepared Prayer The Watchtower, 10/15/2013
Chapter 13
You Have Been Sanctified The Watchtower, 8/15/2013
Esther
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Esther The Watchtower, 3/1/2006
Job
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Job The Watchtower, 3/15/2006
Psalms
Inspired Songs That Comfort and Teach Bible’s Message, section 11
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Book One of Psalms The Watchtower, 5/15/2006
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Book Two of Psalms The Watchtower, 6/1/2006
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms The Watchtower, 7/15/2006
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Book Five of Psalms The Watchtower, 9/1/2006
Psalms 1-2
❐ The Watchtower, 7/15/2004
Do You Find Delight in “the Law of Jehovah”?
“The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail
Psalm 3-4
Complete Trust in Jehovah Inspires Confidence The Watchtower, 5/15/2011
Psalm 34
❐ The Watchtower, 3/1/2007
Let Us Exalt Jehovah’s Name Together
Enjoy Life in the Fear of Jehovah
Psalm 37
“Take Exquisite Delight in Jehovah” The Watchtower, 12/1/2003
Psalm 45
❐ The Watchtower, 2/15/2014
Hail Christ, the Glorious King!
Rejoice Over the Marriage of the Lamb!
Psalm 72
Who Can Deliver Those Crying for Help? The Watchtower, 8/15/2010
Psalm 83
Jehovah’s Answer to a Heartfelt Prayer The Watchtower, 10/15/2008
Psalm 90
Jehovah Shows Us How to Count Our Days The Watchtower, 11/15/2001
Psalm 91
Jehovah Is Our Refuge The Watchtower, 11/15/2001
Psalm 111
Jehovah Deserves Our United Praise The Watchtower, 3/15/2009
Psalm 119
❐ The Watchtower, 4/15/2005
Trust in Jehovah’s Word
Let God’s Word Light Your Roadway
Psalm 121
❐ The Watchtower, 12/15/2004
Jehovah Is Our Helper
Do You Accept Jehovah’s Help?
Psalm 147
“Praise Jah!”​—Why? The Watchtower (Study), 7/2017
Proverbs
Divine Wisdom for Life Bible’s Message, section 12
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Proverbs The Watchtower, 9/15/2006
Chapter 3
Cultivate Intimacy With Jehovah The Watchtower, 1/15/2000
Chapter 4
“Safeguard Your Heart” The Watchtower, 5/15/2000
Chapter 5
You Can Remain Chaste in an Immoral World The Watchtower, 7/15/2000
Chapter 6
Safeguard Your Name The Watchtower, 9/15/2000
Chapter 7
“Keep My Commandments and Continue Living” The Watchtower, 11/15/2000
Chapter 8
“Happy Is the Man That Has Found Wisdom” The Watchtower, 3/15/2001
Chapter 9
‘By Wisdom Our Days Will Become Many’ The Watchtower, 5/15/2001
Chapter 10
Walk in ‘the Path of Uprightness’ The Watchtower, 9/15/2001
‘Blessings Are for the Righteous One’ The Watchtower, 7/15/2001
Chapter 11
Sow Righteousness, Reap God’s Loving-Kindness The Watchtower, 7/15/2002
Integrity Leads the Upright Ones The Watchtower, 5/15/2002
Chapter 12
‘The Lips of Truth Will Endure Forever’ The Watchtower, 3/15/2003
‘One That Is Good Gets God’s Approval’ The Watchtower, 1/15/2003
Chapter 13
“Everyone Shrewd Will Act With Knowledge” The Watchtower, 7/15/2004
“The Law of the Wise One”​—A Source of Life The Watchtower, 9/15/2003
Chapter 14
“The Shrewd One Considers His Steps” The Watchtower, 7/15/2005
“The Tent of the Upright Ones Will Flourish” The Watchtower, 11/15/2004
Chapter 15
The Fear of God​—“A Discipline Toward Wisdom” The Watchtower, 8/1/2006
“Anyone Regarding Reproof Is Shrewd” The Watchtower, 7/1/2006
Chapter 16
“Wisdom Is for a Protection” The Watchtower, 7/15/2007
“Your Plans Will Be Firmly Established” The Watchtower, 5/15/2007
Chapter 31
A Mother’s Wise Counsel The Watchtower, 2/1/2000
Ecclesiastes
Divine Wisdom for Life Bible’s Message, section 12
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ecclesiastes The Watchtower, 11/1/2006
Song of Solomon
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Song of Solomon The Watchtower, 11/15/2006
Isaiah
See also the books:
Isaiah’s Prophecy I
Isaiah’s Prophecy II
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Isaiah​—I The Watchtower, 12/1/2006
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Isaiah​—II The Watchtower, 1/15/2007
Chapter 53
Jehovah’s Servant​—“Pierced for Our Transgression” The Watchtower, 1/15/2009
Jeremiah
See also the book:
Jeremiah
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Jeremiah The Watchtower, 3/15/2007
Lamentations
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Lamentations The Watchtower, 6/1/2007
Ezekiel
An Overview of Ezekiel Pure Worship, teaching box 1B
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ezekiel​—I The Watchtower, 7/1/2007
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ezekiel​—II The Watchtower, 8/1/2007
Daniel
Draw Close to God: “The Ancient of Days Sat Down” The Watchtower, 10/1/2012
A Prophet in Exile Receives Glimpses of the Future Bible’s Message, section 15
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Daniel The Watchtower, 9/1/2007
Pay Attention to God’s Prophetic Word for Our Day The Watchtower, 5/15/2000
Chapter 4
1914​—A Significant Year in Bible Prophecy Bible Teach, Appendix
Endnotes (§ 22 Why Is the Year 1914 So Important?) Teach Us
Chapter 9
How Daniel’s Prophecy Foretells the Messiah’s Arrival Bible Teach, Appendix
Endnotes (§ 13 The Prophecy of the 70 Weeks) Teach Us
Hosea
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Hosea The Watchtower, 9/15/2007
❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2005
Hosea’s Prophecy Helps Us to Walk With God
Walk With God, and Reap What Is Good
Joel
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos (§ “Alas for the Day”​—Why?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2007
Amos
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos (§ “Get Ready to Meet Your God”) The Watchtower, 10/1/2007
❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2004
Speak God’s Word With Boldness
Jehovah’s Judgment Will Come Against the Wicked
Search for Jehovah, the Examiner of Hearts
Obadiah
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah (§ Edom “Will Have to Be Cut Off to Time Indefinite”) The Watchtower, 11/1/2007
Jonah
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah (§ “Nineveh Will Be Overthrown”) The Watchtower, 11/1/2007
Micah
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah (§ ‘Their Baldness Is to Be Broadened Out’) The Watchtower, 11/1/2007
Jehovah’s Servants Have True Hope The Watchtower, 8/15/2003
Chapters 3-5
We Will Walk in Jehovah’s Name Forever! The Watchtower, 8/15/2003
Chapters 6-7
What Does Jehovah Expect of Us? The Watchtower, 8/15/2003
Nahum
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (§ “Woe to the City of Bloodshed”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2007
Habakkuk
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (§ ‘The Righteous One Will Keep Living’) The Watchtower, 11/15/2007
Chapter 1
How Much Longer for the Wicked? The Watchtower, 2/1/2000
Chapter 2
Jehovah Will Not Delay The Watchtower, 2/1/2000
Chapter 3
Joyful in the God of Our Salvation The Watchtower, 2/1/2000
Zephaniah
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (§ “The Day of Jehovah Is Near”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2007
Chapter 1
Jehovah’s Day of Judgment Is Near! The Watchtower, 2/15/2001
Chapter 2
Seek Jehovah Before the Day of His Anger The Watchtower, 2/15/2001
Chapter 3
Jehovah’s Restored People Praise Him Earth Wide The Watchtower, 2/15/2001
Haggai
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Haggai and Zechariah (§ “Set Your Heart Upon Your Ways”) The Watchtower, 12/1/2007
Zechariah
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Haggai and Zechariah (§ ‘Not by Power, but by My Spirit’) The Watchtower, 12/1/2007
Chapters 5-6
❐ The Watchtower (Study), 10/2017
Visions of Zechariah​—How They Affect You
Chariots and a Crown Safeguard You
Chapter 12
No Weapon Formed Against You Will Succeed The Watchtower, 12/15/2007
Chapter 14
Stay in Jehovah’s Valley of Protection The Watchtower, 2/15/2013
Malachi
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Malachi The Watchtower, 12/15/2007
❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2002
Meeting Divine Requirements Magnifies Jehovah
Jehovah Hates the Course of Treachery
Who Will Survive the Day of Jehovah?
Chapter 3
The Kingdom Is Born in Heaven God’s Kingdom Rules!, chap. 2
Matthew
Questions From Readers: Why do Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts about Jesus’ early life differ? The Watchtower (Study), 8/2017
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Matthew The Watchtower, 1/15/2008
Mark
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Mark The Watchtower, 2/15/2008
Luke
Questions From Readers: Why do Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts about Jesus’ early life differ? The Watchtower (Study), 8/2017
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Luke The Watchtower, 3/15/2008
John
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of John The Watchtower, 4/15/2008
Chapter 17
Act in Harmony With Jesus’ Loving Prayer The Watchtower, 10/15/2013
Acts
See also the book:
Bearing Witness
The Apostles Preach Fearlessly Bible’s Message, section 22
The Good News Spreads Bible’s Message, section 23
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Acts The Watchtower, 5/15/2008
Romans
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letter to the Romans The Watchtower, 6/15/2008
Chapter 11
‘O the Depth of God’s Wisdom!’ The Watchtower, 5/15/2011
Chapter 12
❐ The Watchtower, 10/15/2009
“Be Aglow With the Spirit”
“Be Peaceable With All Men”
First Corinthians
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Corinthians (§ ‘Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty’) The Watchtower, 7/15/2008
Second Corinthians
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Corinthians (§ ‘Continue to Be Readjusted’) The Watchtower, 7/15/2008
Galatians
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ “Declared Righteous”​—How?) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008
Ephesians
Let Contrasts Help You The Watchtower, 9/15/2013
Are You “Rooted and Established on the Foundation”? The Watchtower, 10/15/2009
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ ‘Gathering of All Things in the Christ’) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008
Chapter 4
Do Not Grieve Jehovah’s Holy Spirit The Watchtower, 5/15/2010
Philippians
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ “Go on Walking Orderly”) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008
Colossians
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ “Being Stabilized in the Faith”) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008
First Thessalonians
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Stay Awake”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008
Second Thessalonians
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Stand Firm”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008
First Timothy
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Guard What Is Laid Up in Trust With You”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008
Second Timothy
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Preach the Word, Be at It Urgently”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008
What Can Help Us to Handle the Word of the Truth Aright? The Watchtower, 1/1/2003
Titus
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews (§ Remain Spiritually Healthy) The Watchtower, 10/15/2008
Philemon
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews (§ Exhort “on the Basis of Love”) The Watchtower, 10/15/2008
Hebrews
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews (§ “Press On to Maturity”) The Watchtower, 10/15/2008
James
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of James and of Peter (§ God Gives Wisdom to Those “Asking in Faith”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2008
First Peter
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of James and of Peter (§ ‘Stand Solid in the Faith’) The Watchtower, 11/15/2008
Second Peter
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of James and of Peter (§ “Jehovah’s Day Will Come”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2008
Chapter 3
❐ The Watchtower, 7/15/2010
What Jehovah’s Day Will Reveal
“What Sort of Persons Ought You to Be!”
Do You Have “a Waiting Attitude”? The Watchtower, 7/15/2003
First John
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ Keep Walking in the Light and in Love and by Faith) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008
Second John
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ Keep “Walking in the Truth”) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008
Third John
How Gaius Helped His Brothers The Watchtower (Study), 5/2017
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ Become “Fellow Workers in the Truth”) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008
Jude
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ “Keep Yourselves in God’s Love”) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008
Revelation
The Revelation to John Learn From the Bible, lesson 102
Paradise Regained! Bible’s Message, section 26
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Revelation​—I The Watchtower, 1/15/2009
Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Revelation​—II The Watchtower, 2/15/2009
“Treasures From God’s Word” (Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook series)
Second Chronicles
Chapters 29-32
True Worship Requires Hard Work Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016
Chapters 33-36
Jehovah Values Genuine Repentance Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016
Ezra
Chapters 1-5
Jehovah Keeps His Promises Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016
Chapters 6-10
Jehovah Wants Willing Servants Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016
Nehemiah
Chapters 1-4
Nehemiah Loved True Worship Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016
Chapters 5-8
Nehemiah Was an Outstanding Overseer Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016
Chapters 9-11
Faithful Worshippers Support Theocratic Arrangements Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016
Chapters 12-13
Practical Lessons From Nehemiah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016
Esther
Chapters 1-5
Esther Stood Up for God’s People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016
Chapters 6-10
Esther Acted Unselfishly for Jehovah and for His People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016
Job
Chapters 1-5
Job Kept Integrity Under Test Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016
Chapters 6-10
Faithful Job Expresses His Anguish Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016
Chapters 11-15
Job Was Confident in the Resurrection Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016
Chapters 16-20
Encourage and Strengthen Others With Kind Words Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016
Chapters 21-27
Job Resisted Wrong Thinking Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016
Chapters 28-32
Job Was an Example of Integrity Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016
Chapters 33-37
A True Friend Gives Upbuilding Counsel Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016
Chapters 38-42
Praying for Others Pleases Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016
Psalms
Psalms 1-10
Peace With Jehovah Requires That We Honor His Son, Jesus Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016
Psalms 11-18
Who May Be a Guest in Jehovah’s Tent? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016
Psalms 19-25
Prophecies Give Details About the Messiah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016
Psalms 26-33
Look to Jehovah for Courage Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016
Psalms 34-37
Trust in Jehovah and Do Good Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016
Psalms 38-44
Jehovah Sustains Those Who Are Ill Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016
Psalms 45-51
Jehovah Will Not Reject a Broken Heart Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016
Psalms 52-59
“Throw Your Burden on Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016
Psalms 60-68
Praise Jehovah, the Hearer of Prayer Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016
Psalms 69-73
Jehovah’s People Are Zealous for True Worship Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016
Psalms 74-78
Remember the Works of Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016
Psalms 79-86
Who Is the Most Important Person in Your Life? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016
Psalms 87-91
Remain in the Secret Place of the Most High Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016
Psalms 92-101
Thriving Spiritually in Old Age Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016
Psalms 102-105
Jehovah Remembers That We Are Dust Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016
Psalms 106-109
“Give Thanks to Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016
Psalms 110-118
“With What Will I Repay Jehovah?” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016
Psalm 119
“Walk in the Law of Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016
Psalms 120-134
“My Help Comes From Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016
Psalms 135-141
We Are Wonderfully Made Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016
Psalms 142-150
“Jehovah Is Great and Most Worthy of Praise” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016
Proverbs
Chapters 1-6
“Trust in Jehovah With All Your Heart” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016
Chapters 7-11
“Do Not Let Your Heart Turn Aside” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016
Chapters 12-16
Wisdom Is Better Than Gold Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016
Chapters 17-21
Pursue Peace With Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016
Chapters 22-26
“Train a Boy in the Way He Should Go” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016
Chapters 27-31
The Bible Describes a Capable Wife Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016
Ecclesiastes
Chapters 1-6
Find Enjoyment in All Your Hard Work Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016
Chapters 7-12
“Remember . . . Your Grand Creator in the Days of Your Youth” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016
Song of Solomon
Chapters 1-8
The Shulammite Girl​—An Example Worthy of Imitation Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016
Isaiah
Chapters 1-5
“Let Us Go Up to the Mountain of Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016
Chapters 6-10
The Messiah Fulfilled Prophecy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016
Chapters 11-16
The Knowledge of Jehovah Will Fill the Earth Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016
Chapters 17-23
Abuse of Power Leads to Loss of Authority Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016
Chapters 24-28
Jehovah Takes Care of His People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017
Chapters 29-33
“A King Will Reign for Righteousness” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017
Chapters 34-37
Hezekiah’s Faith Was Rewarded Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017
Chapters 38-42
Jehovah Gives Power to the Tired One Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017
Chapters 43-46
Jehovah Is the God of True Prophecy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017
Chapters 47-51
Obedience to Jehovah Leads to Blessings Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017
Chapters 52-57
Christ Suffered for Us Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017
Chapters 58-62
“Proclaim the Year of Jehovah’s Goodwill” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017
Chapters 63-66
New Heavens and a New Earth Will Cause Great Rejoicing Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017
Jeremiah
Chapters 1-4
“I Am With You to Save You” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017
Chapters 5-7
They Stopped Doing God’s Will Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017
Chapters 8-11
Humans Can Have Success Only With Jehovah’s Guidance Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017
Chapters 12-16
Israel Forgot Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017
Chapters 17-21
Let Jehovah Mold Your Thinking and Conduct Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017
Chapters 22-24
Do You Have “a Heart to Know” Jehovah? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017
Chapters 25-28
Be Courageous Like Jeremiah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017
Chapters 29-31
Jehovah Foretold the New Covenant Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017
Chapters 32-34
A Sign That Israel Would Be Restored Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017
Chapters 35-38
Ebed-melech​—An Example of Bravery and Kindness Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017
Chapters 39-43
Jehovah Will Render to Each One According to His Works Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017
Chapters 44-48
Stop “Seeking Great Things for Yourself” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017
Chapters 49-50
Jehovah Blesses Humility and Punishes Arrogance Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017
Chapters 51-52
Jehovah’s Word Comes True in Every Detail Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017
Lamentations
Chapters 1-5
A Waiting Attitude Helps Us to Endure Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017
Ezekiel
Chapters 1-5
Ezekiel Delighted to Declare God’s Message Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017
Chapters 6-10
Will You Be Marked for Survival? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017
Chapters 11-14
Do You Have a Heart of Flesh? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017
Chapters 15-17
Do You Keep Your Promises? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017
Chapters 18-20
When Jehovah Forgives, Does He Forget? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017
Chapters 21-23
The Kingship Belongs to the One With the Legal Right Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017
Chapters 24-27
A Prophecy Against Tyre Strengthens Confidence in Jehovah’s Word Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017
Chapters 28-31
Jehovah Rewarded a Pagan Nation Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017
Chapters 32-34
The Watchman’s Heavy Responsibility Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017
Chapters 35-38
Gog of Magog Will Soon Be Destroyed Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017
Chapters 39-41
Ezekiel’s Temple Vision and You Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017
Chapters 42-45
Pure Worship Restored! Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017
Chapters 46-48
Blessings That Restored Israel Would Enjoy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017
Daniel
Chapters 1-3
Loyalty to Jehovah Brings Rewards Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017
Chapters 4-6
Are You Serving Jehovah Continually? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017
Chapters 7-9
Daniel’s Prophecy Foretold the Messiah’s Arrival Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017
Chapters 10-12
Jehovah Foresaw the Future of Kings Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017
Hosea
Chapters 1-7
Jehovah Delights in Loyal Love​—Do You? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017
Chapters 8-14
Offer Your Very Best to Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017
Joel
Chapters 1-3
“Your Sons and Your Daughters Will Prophesy” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017
Amos
Chapters 1-9
“Search for Jehovah, and Keep Living” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017
Jonah
Lessons From the Book of Jonah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017
Chapters 1-4
Learn From Your Mistakes Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017
Micah
Chapters 1-7
What Does Jehovah Require of Us? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017
Habakkuk
Chapters 1-3
Remain Spiritually Alert and Active Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017
Zephaniah
Chapters 1-3
Seek Jehovah Before His Day of Anger Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017
Zechariah
Chapters 1-8
“Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017
Chapters 9-14
Stay in “the Valley of the Mountains” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017
Malachi
Chapters 1-4
Does Your Marriage Please Jehovah? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017
Matthew
Chapters 1-3
“The Kingdom of the Heavens Has Drawn Near” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018
Chapters 4-5
Lessons Learned From Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018
Chapters 6-7
Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018
Chapters 8-9
Jesus Loved People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018
Chapters 10-11
Jesus Offered Refreshment Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018
Chapters 12-13
The Illustration of the Wheat and the Weeds Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018
Chapters 14-15
Feeding Many Through the Hands of a Few Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018
Chapters 16-17
Whose Thoughts Are You Thinking? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018
Chapters 18-19
Carefully Avoid Stumbling Yourself and Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018
Chapters 20-21
“Whoever Wants to Become Great Among You Must Be Your Minister” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018
Chapters 22-23
Obey the Two Greatest Commandments Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018
Chapter 24
Remain Spiritually Awake During the Last Days Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018
Chapter 25
“Keep on the Watch” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018
Chapter 26
The Passover and the Memorial​—Similarities and Differences Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018
Chapters 27-28
Go Make Disciples​—Why, Where, and How? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018
Mark
Chapters 1-2
“Your Sins Are Forgiven” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018
Chapters 3-4
Healing on the Sabbath Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018
Chapters 5-6
Jesus Has the Power to Resurrect Our Dead Loved Ones Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018
Chapters 7-8
Pick Up Your Torture Stake and Keep Following Me Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018
Chapters 9-10
A Faith-Strengthening Vision Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018
Chapters 11-12
She Put In More Than All the Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018
Chapters 13-14
Avoid Becoming Ensnared by Fear of Man Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018
Chapters 15-16
Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018
Luke
Chapter 1
Imitate Mary’s Humility Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018
Chapters 2-3
Young Ones​—Are You Growing Spiritually? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018
Chapters 4-5
Resist Temptations as Jesus Did Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018
Chapters 6-7
Measure Out Generously Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018
Chapters 8-9
Be My Follower​—What Is Needed? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018
Chapters 10-11
The Parable of the Neighborly Samaritan Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018
Chapters 12-13
“You Are Worth More Than Many Sparrows” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018
Chapters 14-16
The Parable of the Lost Son Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018
Chapters 17-18
Show Gratitude Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018
Chapters 19-20
Learn From the Illustration of the Ten Minas Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018
Chapters 21-22
“Your Deliverance Is Getting Near” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018
Chapters 23-24
Be Ready to Forgive Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018
John
Chapters 1-2
Jesus Performs His First Miracle Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018
Chapters 3-4
Jesus Witnesses to a Samaritan Woman Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018
Chapters 5-6
Follow Jesus With the Right Motive Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018
Chapters 7-8
Jesus Glorified His Father Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018
Chapters 9-10
Jesus Cares for His Sheep Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018
Chapters 11-12
Imitate Jesus’ Compassion Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018
Chapters 13-14
“I Set the Pattern for You” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018
Chapters 15-17
“You Are No Part of the World” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018
Chapters 18-19
Jesus Bore Witness to the Truth Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018
Chapters 20-21
“Do You Love Me More Than These?” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018
Acts
Chapters 1-3
Holy Spirit Is Poured Out on the Christian Congregation Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018
Chapters 4-5
They Kept Speaking God’s Word With Boldness Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018
Chapters 6-8
The New Christian Congregation Is Tested Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018
Chapters 9-11
A Vicious Persecutor Becomes a Zealous Witness Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018
Chapters 12-14
Barnabas and Paul Make Disciples in Faraway Places Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018
Chapters 15-16
A Unanimous Decision Based on God’s Word Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018
Chapters 17-18
Imitate the Apostle Paul in Preaching and Teaching Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018
Chapters 19-20
“Pay Attention to Yourselves and to All the Flock” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018
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Did You Know?
What happened to Nineveh after the days of Jonah?
BY THE seventh century B.C.E., Assyria had become the world’s largest empire, “stretching from Cyprus in the west to Iran in the east, and at one point it even included Egypt,” noted The British Museum Blog. Its capital, Nineveh, was the biggest city in the world. It boasted impressive monuments, spectacular gardens, luxurious palaces, and extensive libraries. Wall inscriptions from ancient Nineveh show that King Ashurbanipal, like other Assyrian kings, called himself “king of the world.” At the time, Assyria and Nineveh seemed unconquerable.
Nevertheless, when Assyria had reached its greatest heights, Jehovah’s prophet Zephaniah foretold: “[Jehovah] will . . . destroy Assyria, and he will make Nineveh desolate, as dry as a desert.” In addition, Jehovah’s prophet Nahum foretold: “Plunder silver, plunder gold! . . . The city is empty, desolate, devastated! . . . Everyone who sees you will flee from you and say, ‘Nineveh has been devastated!’” (Zeph. 2:13; Nah. 2:9, 10; 3:7) On hearing those prophecies, people may have wondered: ‘Could that ever be possible? Could mighty Assyria ever be conquered?’ It must have seemed unbelievable.
Even so, the unthinkable happened! By the end of the seventh century B.C.E., Assyria had been conquered by the Babylonians and the Medes. Eventually, Nineveh was abandoned and vanished from memory! “By the Middle Ages,” states a publication by The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, “the site was abandoned and buried, and Nineveh was remembered principally through the Bible.” According to the Biblical Archaeology Society Online Archive, by the early 1800’s, “no one even knew whether the great Assyrian capital ever really existed.” But then in 1845, archaeologist Austen Henry Layard started excavating the site of Nineveh. The ruins discovered on the site testified to Nineveh’s past glory.
The accurate fulfillment of the prophecies about Nineveh strengthens our confidence that Bible prophecies regarding the end of today’s political powers will also be fulfilled.​—Dan. 2:44; Rev. 19:15, 19-21.
[Picture on page 31]
Nineveh was a city with impressive buildings and monuments
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Nineveh
CYPRUS
EGYPT
Assyrian Empire
(Map reflects the seventh century B.C.E.)
The mighty Assyrian World Power was the largest empire in the world at that time
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Nineveh became a desolate wasteland!
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LESSON 08
You Can Be Jehovah’s Friend
Jehovah wants you to know him better. Why? He hopes that the more you learn about his personality, his ways, and his purpose, the more you will want to be his friend. Can you really be God’s friend? (Read Psalm 25:14.) What can you do to become his friend? The Bible answers those questions and reveals why friendship with Jehovah is the most important relationship you can have.
1. What invitation does Jehovah offer you?
“Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you.” (James 4:8) What does this mean? Jehovah is inviting you to become his friend. Some may find it difficult to imagine being friends with anyone they cannot see, let alone with God himself. Yet, in his Word, the Bible, Jehovah reveals everything we need to know about his personality in order for us to draw close to him. When we read God’s message to us in the Bible, our friendship with Jehovah grows even though we have never seen him.
2. Why is Jehovah the best Friend you can have?
No one loves you more than Jehovah does. He wants you to be happy and to turn to him whenever you need help. You can “throw all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) Jehovah is always ready to support, comfort, and listen to his friends.​—Read Psalm 94:18, 19.
3. What does Jehovah expect of his friends?
Jehovah loves people in general, “but His close friendship is with the upright.” (Proverbs 3:32) Jehovah expects his friends to try to do things that he views as good and to avoid things that he considers bad. Some may feel that they could never live up to Jehovah’s standards of good and bad. However, Jehovah is large-hearted. He accepts everyone who truly loves Him and does his best to please Him.​—Psalm 147:11; Acts 10:34, 35.
DIG DEEPER
Learn more about how you can become Jehovah’s friend, and discover why he is the best Friend you can have.
4. Abraham was Jehovah’s friend
The Bible account of Abraham (also called Abram) gives us a glimpse of what it means to be God’s friend. Read about Abraham at Genesis 12:1-4. Then discuss these questions:
• What did Jehovah ask Abraham to do?
• What did Jehovah promise him?
• How did Abraham respond to Jehovah’s instructions?
5. What Jehovah asks of his friends
We usually expect certain things of our friends.
• What are some things that you like your friends to do for you?
Read 1 John 5:3, and then discuss this question:
• What does Jehovah expect of his friends?
In order to obey Jehovah, we may need to change our conduct or our personality traits. Read Isaiah 48:17, 18, and then discuss this question:
• Why does Jehovah ask his friends to make changes?
6. What Jehovah does for his friends
Jehovah helps his friends cope with problems. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.
VIDEO: Jehovah Has Done So Much for Me (3:20)
• How has Jehovah helped the woman in the video to deal with her negative thinking and emotions?
Read Isaiah 41:10, 13, and then discuss these questions:
• What does Jehovah promise to do for all of his friends?
• Do you think Jehovah would make a good Friend? Why?
7. Friendship with Jehovah involves communication
Communication strengthens bonds of friendship. Read Psalm 86:6, 11, and then discuss these questions:
• How can we communicate with Jehovah?
• How does Jehovah communicate with us?
SOME PEOPLE SAY: “It’s impossible to be close to God.”
• What scripture would you use to show that we can be Jehovah’s friend?
SUMMARY
Jehovah wants to be your Friend, and he will help you draw close to him.
Review
• How does Jehovah help his friends?
• Why does Jehovah instruct his friends to make changes?
• Do you think Jehovah expects too much of his friends? Why, or why not?
Lesson completed on: __________
Goal
◼ Share with a friend something that you have learned about Jehovah.
◼ Other: __________
EXPLORE
How can friendship with God affect your life?
“Jehovah​—A God Worth Knowing” (The Watchtower, February 15, 2003)
Learn how to cultivate a friendship with God.
“How Can I Become God’s Friend?” (Questions Young People Ask​—Answers That Work, Volume 2, chapter 35)
Find out why one woman feels that her friendship with Jehovah saved her.
“I Did Not Want to Die!” (The Watchtower No. 1 2017)
Listen to teenagers express their feelings about Jehovah.
What Does It Mean to Be God’s Friend? (1:46)
​[Picture on page 34]
A good friend would remind us of things that can protect and benefit us. Jehovah does the same for his friends
​[Picture on page 35]
Close friends give you help when you need it. Jehovah will help you too
[Picture on page 35]
We speak to Jehovah through prayer; he speaks to us through the Bible
​​​​​​​​​​​​
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YOUNG PEOPLE ASK
Creation or Evolution?—Part 1: Why Believe in God?
Creation or evolution?
Why do I believe in God?
Explaining my belief
Creation or evolution?
Do you believe that God created all things? If so, you’re not alone; many young people (and adults) share your view. But others say that life and the universe evolved​—without the help of a “Supreme Being.”
Did you know? People on both sides of the debate are often quick to state what they believe without really knowing why they believe it.
● Some people believe in creation simply because that’s what they’ve been taught at church.
● Many people believe in evolution simply because that’s what they’ve been taught at school.
This series of articles will help you to reinforce and explain your belief in creation. First, though, you need to ask yourself an even more basic question:
Why do I believe in God?
Why is that question important? Because the Bible encourages you to use your mind, “your power of reason.” (Romans 12:1) That means your belief in God should not be based merely on
emotion (I just feel that there must be a higher power)
the influence of others (I live in a religious community)
pressure (My parents raised me to believe in God​—or else)
Instead, you should be personally convinced that God exists and should have sound reasons for your belief.
So, what convinces you that God exists? The worksheet “Why Do I Believe in God?” will build your conviction. You might also find it helpful to consider how other young people have answered that question.
“When I’m in class listening to the teacher explain how our bodies function, there’s no doubt in my mind that God exists. Each part of the body has its own function, down to the smallest detail, and these functions are often carried out without our awareness. The human body truly is mind-boggling!”​—Teresa.
“When I see a skyscraper, a cruise ship, or a car, I ask myself, ‘Who built this?’ It takes intelligent people to build a car, for example, because so many small components have to work just right for the whole thing to function. And if cars have to be designed by someone, then so do we humans.”​—Richard.
“When you realize that it’s taken the most intelligent human minds hundreds of years to understand even the smallest fraction of the universe, then thinking that it took no intelligence to bring that universe into existence seems completely unreasonable!”​—Karen.
“The more I studied science, the less credible evolution seemed. For example, I thought about the mathematical precision in nature and the uniqueness of humans, including our need to know who we are, where we came from, and where we are going. Evolution aims to explain all these things in terms associated with animals, but it has never been able to explain why humans are unique. To me, it takes more ‘faith’ to believe in evolution than to believe in a Creator.”​—Anthony.
Explaining my belief
What if classmates ridicule you for believing in something you can’t see? What if they say that science has “proved” evolution?
First, be confident in what you believe. Do not be intimidated or ashamed. (Romans 1:​16) After all, remember:
1. You are not alone; many people still believe in God. That includes highly intelligent, professional people. For example, there are scientists who believe there is a God.
2. When people say that they don’t believe in God, sometimes what they really mean is that they don’t understand God. Rather than offer evidence to support their view, they raise questions such as, “If God exists, why does he allow suffering?” In effect, they turn an intellectual issue into an emotional one.
3. Humans have a “spiritual need.” (Matthew 5:3) This includes a need to believe in God. So if someone says there is no God, that person​—not you​—has the responsibility to explain how he or she could reach such a conclusion.​—Romans 1:​18-​20.
4. Belief in God is entirely reasonable. It conforms to the proven fact that life cannot come into existence by itself. No evidence exists to support the idea that life could spontaneously come from nonliving matter.
What, then, could you say if someone questions your belief in God? Consider a few possibilities.
If someone says: “Only uneducated people believe in God.”
You could respond: “Do you really accept that stereotype? I don’t. In fact, in a survey in which more than 1,600 science professors from various elite universities took part, a third did not claim to be atheist or agnostic. Would you call those professors unintelligent just because they believe in God?”
If someone says: “If God exists, why is there so much suffering in the world?”
You could respond: “Perhaps what you mean is that you don’t understand how God acts​—or in this case, doesn’t seem to act. Is that right? [Allow for response.] I’ve found a satisfying answer to the question about why there is so much suffering. But understanding it takes an examination of several Bible teachings. Would you be interested in learning more?”
The next article in this series will discuss why the theory of evolution does not provide a satisfactory explanation for our existence.
Source: Social Science Research Council, “Religion and Spirituality Among University Scientists,” by Elaine Howard Ecklund, February 5, 2007.
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YOUNG PEOPLE ASK
Creation or Evolution?​—Part 2: Why Question Evolution?
Alex is confused. He has always believed in God and in creation. But today his biology teacher forcefully claimed that evolution is a fact, that it is based on credible scientific research. Alex doesn’t want to appear to be foolish. ‘After all,’ he says to himself, ‘if scientists have proved evolution to be true, who am I to question them?’
Can you identify with this scenario? Perhaps for all your life, you’ve believed what the Bible says: “God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) Yet, recently people have been trying to convince you that creation is a myth and that evolution is a fact. Should you believe them? Why question evolution?
Two reasons to question evolution
Questions to consider
What your peers say
Two reasons to question evolution
1. Scientists don’t agree on evolution. Despite decades of research, scientists have yet to come up with an explanation for evolution that they all can agree on.
To think about: If scientists can’t agree on evolution​—and they’re supposed to be the experts​—are you wrong to question the theory?​—Psalm 10:4.
2. It matters what you believe. “If life came about by accident, then our lives​—and all the things in our universe​—are meaningless,” says a boy named Zachary. He has a point. After all, if evolution were true, life would not seem to have any lasting purpose. (1 Corinthians 15:32) On the other hand, if creation is true, we can find satisfying answers to questions about the purpose of life and what the future holds.​—Jeremiah 29:11.
To think about: How would knowing the truth about evolution and creation make a difference in your life?​—Hebrews 11:1.
Questions to consider
CLAIM: ‘Everything in the universe came as a result of a random big bang.’
● Who or what caused the big bang?
● Which makes more sense​—that everything came from nothing or that everything came from something or someone?
CLAIM: ‘Humans evolved from animals.’
● If humans evolved from animals​—from apes, for example​—why is there such a huge gap between the intellectual abilities of humans and those of apes?
● Why are even the most “basic” forms of life so incredibly complex?
CLAIM: ‘Evolution is a proven fact.’
● Has the person making this claim investigated the evidence for himself?
● How many people believe in evolution simply because they have been told that all intelligent people believe in it?
WHAT YOUR PEERS SAY
Gwen
“Imagine that someone told you that there was an explosion at a printing plant and that the ink spattered onto the walls and ceilings and formed an unabridged dictionary. Would you believe it? How much more unbelievable is it that everything in the orderly universe came about as a result of a random big bang?”
Jessica
“Humans have qualities far beyond what is necessary for mere survival. In fact, we care for sick people and help those who are less fortunate. Why would we do that if evolution​—with its ‘survival of the fittest’ motto​—were true?”
Julia
“If you were walking through the forest and discovered a beautiful log cabin, would you think: ‘How fascinating! The trees must have fallen in just the right way to make this house.’ Of course not! It’s just not reasonable. So why should we believe that everything in the universe just happened to come about?”
[FOOTNOTES]
Some may claim that humans are more intelligent because they have a larger brain than apes do. However, for reasons why that argument is not valid, see the brochure The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking, page 28.
See the brochure The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking, pages 8-12.
​​​​​​​​​
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YOUNG PEOPLE ASK
Creation or Evolution?​—Part 3: Why Believe in Creation?
“If you believe in creation, people might think that you’re stupid, that you’re clinging to childish beliefs taught to you by your parents, or that you’ve been brainwashed by religion.”​—Jeanette.
Do you feel the same way Jeanette does? If so, you may find yourself doubting your belief in creation. After all, no one likes to be viewed as ignorant. What can help?
Objections to belief
Think about your beliefs
Tools to help you examine the evidence
What your peers say
Objections to belief
1. If you believe in creation, people will think you’re against science.
“My teacher said that believing in creation is something people do when they’re too lazy to come up with an explanation for how the world works.”​—Maria.
What you should know: Those who make such claims are not aware of the facts. Famous scientists such as Galileo and Isaac Newton believed in a Creator. Their belief did not conflict with their love for science. Likewise, some scientists today find no conflict between science and belief in creation.
Try this: Type the expression (including quotation marks) “explains her faith” or “explains his faith” in the search box of Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY for examples of those in the field of medicine and science who accept creation. Note what helped them to reach that conclusion.
The bottom line: Belief in creation doesn’t make you antiscience. In fact, learning more about the natural world can strengthen your belief in creation.​—Romans 1:​20.
2. If you believe in the Bible’s account of creation, people will think you’re a religious fanatic.
“A lot of people consider belief in creation to be a joke. They feel that the Genesis account is just a story.”​—Jasmine.
What you should know: People often have misconceptions about the Bible’s account of creation. For example, some creationists claim that the earth was recently created or that life was created in six 24-hour days. The Bible does not support either viewpoint.
● Genesis 1:1 simply states: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” This does not conflict with scientific evidence that the earth is billions of years old.
● The word “day” as used in Genesis can refer to long periods of time. In fact, at Genesis 2:4, the word “day” is used to describe all six days of creation.
The bottom line: The Bible’s account of creation is in harmony with scientific facts.
Think about your beliefs
Belief in creation does not require “blind faith.” Rather, it rests on sound reasoning. Consider this:
Everything you experience in life teaches you that where there is design, there is a designer. When you see a camera, a plane, or a house, you rightly conclude that someone designed it. Why should you abandon that logic when you consider the human eye, a bird in the sky, or our planet Earth?
To think about: Engineers often copy traits that they observe in nature so that they can improve their own inventions, and they rightly want others to acknowledge their work. Is it logical to recognize the human inventor and his work and yet fail to acknowledge the Creator and His far superior designs?
Tools to help you examine the evidence
You can strengthen your conviction in creation by inspecting the evidence found in nature.
Try this: Type the phrase (including quotation marks) “was it designed” in the search box of Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY. Select some titles that interest you from the Awake! series “Was It Designed?” For each article, identify what is remarkable about the aspect of nature discussed. How does it convince you that there is a Designer?
Dig deeper: Use the following brochures to explore the evidence for creation in more detail.
Was Life Created?
● The earth is perfectly located and equipped to support life.​—See pages 4-​10.
● Examples of design are found in nature.​—See pages 11-​17.
● The Bible’s account of creation in Genesis is in harmony with science.​—See pages 24-​28.
The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking
● Life could not have begun spontaneously from nonliving matter.​—See pages 4-7.
● Living organisms are too complex to have developed through undirected, spontaneous events.​—See pages 8-​12.
● The information capacity within the genetic code surpasses modern technology.​—See pages 13-​21.
● All life did not descend from a common ancestor. The fossil record supports the sudden appearance of major animal groups, not their gradual development.​—See pages 22-​29.
“The natural world convinces me most about God’s existence, from the animals here on earth to the universe and the order that exists in it.”​—Thomas.
WHAT YOUR PEERS SAY
“When I read in science class about all the intricacies of plants, animals, and the human body, it just blew my mind! I have no doubt that this is the work of a Creator. I think it takes ‘blind faith’ to believe in evolution, not creation.”​—Hannah.
“I love to read the feature ‘Was it Designed?’ in the ‘Awake!’ magazine. It proves to me that evolution cannot be true. It’s crazy to think that something as beautiful as a butterfly or a hummingbird can come about by accident.”​—Talia.
Is it reasonable to think that an airplane was designed but a bird was not?
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​
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YOUNG PEOPLE ASK
Creation or Evolution?​—Part 4: How Can I Explain My Belief in Creation?
You believe in creation, but you’re reluctant to say so openly at school. Maybe your textbooks endorse evolution and you worry that teachers and classmates might make fun of you. How can you speak up confidently and explain your belief in creation?
You can do it!
Be ready
Tools to help you explain your belief
What your peers say
You can do it!
You might think: ‘I’m not smart enough to discuss science and debate evolution.’ That’s how Danielle felt at one time. “I hated feeling that I had to contradict my teacher and my classmates,” she says. Diana agrees, “I got confused when they argued using scientific terms.”
However, your goal is not to win arguments. And the good news is that you don’t need to be a genius at science to explain why you find creation to be a rational explanation for the natural world.
Tip: Use the simple logic found in the Bible at Hebrews 3:4: “Every house is constructed by someone, but the one who constructed all things is God.”
A young woman named Carol reasons on the principle of Hebrews 3:4 this way: “Imagine that you’re walking through a dense forest. Every evidence of a human being is miles away. You then look down and see a toothpick on the ground. What is your conclusion? Most people would say, ‘Someone else has been here.’ If something as small and insignificant as a toothpick is evidence of intelligent life, how much more so is the universe and all that’s in it!”
If someone says: “If creation is true, then who created the Creator?”
You could respond: “Just because we don’t understand everything about the Creator doesn’t mean he doesn’t exist. For example, you may not know the history of the person who designed your cell phone, but you still believe it was designed by somebody, right? [Allow for response.] There’s so much we can know about the Creator. If you’re curious, I’d be happy to share what I’ve learned about him.”
Be ready
The Bible says that you should be “ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.” (1 Peter 3:​15) Therefore, give attention to two factors​—what you say and how you say it.
1. What you say. Your love of God is important and can motivate you to speak up. But just telling others how much you love God may not be enough to convince them that God created all things. It might be best to use examples from nature to show why it is rational to believe in creation.
2. How you say it. Be confident, but don’t be rude or condescending. People are likely to consider your viewpoint if you speak respectfully about their beliefs and acknowledge their right to come to their own conclusions.
“I think it’s important never to come across as insulting or as a know-it-all. It would be counterproductive to speak in a condescending tone.”​—Elaine.
Tools to help you explain your belief
“If we aren’t prepared,” says a teenager named Alicia, “we’ll just want to stay quiet to avoid embarrassment.” As Alicia points out, preparation is vital to success. Jenna states, “I feel much more comfortable discussing creation when I have a simple yet well-thought-out example to back up my belief.”
Where can you find such examples? Many young people have had success using the following material:
Was Life Created?
The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking
The Wonders of Creation Reveal God’s Glory (video)
The series “Was It Designed?” in the Awake! magazine. (Type the phrase [including quotation marks] “was it designed” in the search box of Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY.)
Use Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY for additional research.
You might also find it helpful to review the previous articles in this series, “Creation or Evolution?”
Part 1: Why Believe in God?
Part 2: Why Question Evolution?
Part 3: Why Believe in Creation?
Tip: Choose examples that convince you. They will be easier for you to remember, and you will be able to speak about them with conviction. Try practicing how you will explain your belief.
WHAT YOUR PEERS SAY
“If we evolved, then why do we have qualities such as compassion and love? Those qualities make you think of others rather than yourself. It doesn’t make sense to me to say that those qualities evolved.”​—Brittany.
“When I took a biology course, I learned about anatomy and the functions of our cells. Even though the course supported evolution, what I learned made it clear to me that we are the product of intelligent design.”​—Breanna.
Being prepared to defend your beliefs is like being prepared for a change in the weather
​​​​​​​​



^ ***sjj song 133 Worship Jehovah During Youth***
SONG 133
Worship Jehovah During Youth
(Ecclesiastes 12:1)
1. Precious to God, we are daughters and sons,
Giving our strength as his faithful young ones.
Loving attention to us he will give,
Blessing our days for as long as we live.
2. Honoring parents who care for our lives
Helps us express what we’re feeling inside.
Then we find favor with God and with men,
Drawing us close to Jehovah, our Friend.
3. May we remember our God in our youth,
Growing each day in our love of the truth.
Giving our best to our God, we will bring
Joy to the heart of Jehovah, our King.
(See also Ps. 71:17; Lam. 3:27; Eph. 6:1-3.)



^ ***lff Section 3***
Section 3
Focus: Consider what God expects from his worshippers
LESSONS
34  How Can We Show Our Love for Jehovah?
35  How to Make Good Decisions
36  Be Honest in All Things
37  What the Bible Says About Work and Money
38  Appreciate the Gift of Life
39  God’s View of Blood
40  How Can We Be Clean in God’s Eyes?
41  What Does the Bible Say About Sex?
42  What Does the Bible Say About Singleness and Marriage?
43  How Should Christians View Alcohol?
44  Do All Celebrations Please God?
45  What It Means to Be Neutral
46  Why Make a Dedication and Get Baptized?
47  Are You Ready to Get Baptized?
​​​​​​​
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Section 4
Focus: Learn how to remain in God’s love
LESSONS
48  Choose Your Friends Wisely
49  How Can Your Family Be Happy?​—Part 1
50  How Can Your Family Be Happy?​—Part 2
51  How Can You Please Jehovah With Your Speech?
52  Why Our Clothing and Appearance Matter
53  Choose Entertainment That Pleases Jehovah
54  The Role of “the Faithful and Discreet Slave”
55  Support Your Local Congregation
56  Maintain Unity in the Congregation
57  What if You Commit a Serious Sin?
58  Remain Loyal to Jehovah
59  You Can Endure Persecution
60  Continue Making Progress
​​​​​​​
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Why We Believe in a Creator
Many experts in various scientific fields perceive intelligent design in nature. They find it illogical to think that the intricate complexity of life on earth came about by chance. Hence, a number of scientists and researchers believe in a Creator.
Some of these have become Jehovah’s Witnesses. They are convinced that the God of the Bible is the Designer and Builder of the material universe. Why have they arrived at that conclusion? Awake! asked some of them. You may find their comments interesting.
“Unfathomable Complexities of Life”
◼ WOLF-EKKEHARD LÖNNIG
PROFILE: Over the past 28 years, I have done scientific work dealing with genetic mutation in plants. For 21 of those years, I have been employed by the Max Planck Institute for Plant Breeding Research, in Cologne, Germany. For almost three decades, I have also served as an elder in a Christian congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
My empirical research in genetics and my studies of biological subjects such as physiology and morphology bring me face-to-face with the enormous and often unfathomable complexities of life. My study of these topics has reinforced my conviction that life, even the most basic forms of life, must have an intelligent origin.
The scientific community is well aware of the complexity found in life. But these fascinating facts are generally presented in a strong evolutionary context. In my mind, however, the arguments against the Bible account of creation fall apart when subjected to scientific scrutiny. I have examined such arguments over decades. After much careful study of living things and consideration of the way the laws governing the universe seem perfectly adjusted so that life on earth can exist, I am compelled to believe in a Creator.
“Everything I Observe Has a Cause”
◼ BYRON LEON MEADOWS
PROFILE: I live in the United States and work at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration in the field of laser physics. Presently I am involved in the development of technology to improve the ability to monitor global climate, weather, and other planetary phenomena. I am an elder in a congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Kilmarnock, Virginia, area.
In my research I often work with the principles of physics. I seek to understand how and why certain things happen. In my field of study, I find clear evidence that everything I observe has a cause. I believe that it is scientifically reasonable to accept that God is the original cause of all things in nature. The laws of nature are too stable for me not to believe that they were put in place by an Organizer, a Creator.
If this conclusion is that obvious, why do so many scientists believe in evolution? Might it be that evolutionists look at their evidence with presupposed conclusions? This is not unheard of among scientists. But observation, no matter how convincing, does not presuppose conclusion. For example, a person researching laser physics could insist that light is a wave, similar to a sound wave, because light often behaves like a wave. However, his conclusion would be incomplete because the evidence also indicates that light behaves as a group of particles, known as photons. Similarly, those who insist that evolution is a fact base their conclusions on only part of the evidence, and they allow their own presupposed conclusions to influence the way that they view the evidence.
I find it amazing that anyone accepts the theory of evolution as fact when evolutionary “experts” themselves argue over how it is supposed to have happened. For example, would you accept arithmetic as a proved fact if some experts said that 2 plus 2 equals 4, while other experts said it was believed to total 3 or possibly 6? If the role of science is to accept only what can be proved, tested, and reproduced, then the theory that all life evolved from a common ancestor is not a scientific fact.
“Something Cannot Come From Nothing”
◼ KENNETH LLOYD TANAKA
PROFILE: I am a geologist presently employed by the U.S. Geological Survey in Flagstaff, Arizona. For almost three decades, I have participated in scientific research in various fields of geology, including planetary geology. Dozens of my research articles and geologic maps of Mars have been published in accredited scientific journals. As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, I spend about 70 hours every month promoting Bible reading.
I was taught to believe in evolution, but I could not accept that the immense energy required to form the universe could have originated without a powerful Creator. Something cannot come from nothing. I also find a strong argument in favor of a Creator in the Bible itself. This book gives numerous examples of scientific facts in my field of expertise, such as that the earth is spherical in shape and hangs “upon nothing.” (Job 26:7; Isaiah 40:22) These realities were written in the Bible long before they were proved by human investigation.
Think of the way we are made. We possess sensory perception, self-awareness, intelligent thought, communication abilities, and feelings. In particular, we can experience, appreciate, and express love. Evolution cannot explain how these wonderful human qualities came to be.
Ask yourself, ‘How reliable and credible are the sources of information used to support evolution?’ The geologic record is incomplete, complex, and confusing. Evolutionists have failed to demonstrate proposed evolutionary processes in the laboratory with the use of scientific methodologies. And while scientists generally employ good research techniques to acquire data, they are often influenced by selfish motives when interpreting their findings. Scientists have been known to promote their own thinking when the data are inconclusive or contradictory. Their careers and their own feelings of self-worth play important roles.
Both as a scientist and as a Bible student, I search for the whole truth, which reconciles all known facts and observations to reach the most accurate understanding. To me, belief in the Creator makes the most sense.
“The Obvious Design Evident in the Cell”
◼ PAULA KINCHELOE
PROFILE: I have several years of experience as a researcher in the fields of cell and molecular biology and microbiology. I am presently employed by Emory University, in Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.A. I also work as a volunteer Bible teacher in the Russian-speaking community.
As part of my education in biology, I spent four years focusing on just the cell and its components. The more I learned about DNA, RNA, proteins, and metabolic pathways, the more amazed I became with the complexity, organization, and precision involved. And while I was impressed with how much man has learned about the cell, I was even more amazed at how much there is yet to learn. The obvious design evident in the cell is one reason I believe in God.
My study of the Bible has revealed who the Creator is​—namely, Jehovah God. I am convinced that he is not only an intelligent Designer but also a kind and loving Father who cares for me. The Bible explains the purpose of life and provides the hope of a happy future.
Young ones in school who are being taught evolution may be unsure of what to believe. This can be a confusing time for them. If they believe in God, this is a test of faith. But they can meet that test by examining the many amazing things in nature that surround us and by continuing to grow in knowledge of the Creator and his qualities. I have personally done this and have concluded that the Bible’s account of creation is accurate and does not conflict with true science.
“The Elegant Simplicity of the Laws”
◼ ENRIQUE HERNÁNDEZ-LEMUS
PROFILE: I am a full-time minister of Jehovah’s Witnesses. I am also a theoretical physicist working at the National University of Mexico. My current work involves finding a thermodynamically feasible explanation for the phenomenon known as the gravothermal catastrophe, which is a mechanism of star growth. I have also worked with complexity in DNA sequences.
Life is simply too complicated to have arisen by chance. For example, consider the vast amount of information contained in the DNA molecule. The mathematical probability of the random generation of a single chromosome is less than 1 in 9 trillion, an event so unlikely that it can be considered impossible. I think it is nonsense to believe that unintelligent forces could create not just a single chromosome but all the amazing complexity present in living beings.
In addition, when I study the highly complex behavior of matter, from the microscopic level to the movement of giant stellar clouds through space, I am impressed by the elegant simplicity of the laws governing their motion. To me, these laws imply more than the work of a Master Mathematician​—they are like the signature of a Master Artist.
People are often surprised when I tell them that I am one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Sometimes they ask me how I can believe in God. Their reaction is understandable, since most religions do not encourage their believers to ask for proof of what they are taught or to research their beliefs. However, the Bible encourages us to use our “thinking ability.” (Proverbs 3:21) All the evidence of intelligent design in nature, together with evidence from the Bible, convinces me that God not only exists but is also interested in our prayers.
[Footnote]
The views presented by the experts in this article do not necessarily reflect those of their employers.
[Picture Credit Line on page 22]
Mars in background: Courtesy USGS Astrogeology Research Program, http://​astrogeology.usgs.gov
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The Origin of Life​—Five Questions Worth Asking
Contents
Question
 1  How Did Life Begin?
 2  Is Any Form of Life Really Simple?
 3  Where Did the Instructions Come From?
 4  Has All Life Descended From a Common Ancestor?
 5  Is It Reasonable to Believe the Bible?
    Bibliography
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SONG 3
Our Strength, Our Hope, Our Confidence
(Proverbs 14:26)
1. O Jehovah, you have given us
a hope that we hold dear.
It’s a hope we find so thrilling
we want the world to hear.
But at times this life’s anxieties
are the cause of fears within,
And the hope that burned so brightly
has suddenly grown dim.
(CHORUS)
You’re our strength, you’re our hope,
you’re our confidence.
Whatever we lack, you supply.
When we preach, when we teach,
we have confidence
because it’s on you we rely.
2. So Jehovah, please instill in us
a heart that won’t forget,
For you’ve always been our comfort
when troubled times we’ve met.
And these thoughts that lift and strengthen us
can revive that dying flame,
For they fill our hearts with courage
to speak about your name.
(CHORUS)
You’re our strength, you’re our hope,
you’re our confidence.
Whatever we lack, you supply.
When we preach, when we teach,
we have confidence
because it’s on you we rely.
(See also Ps. 72:13, 14; Prov. 3:5, 6, 26; Jer. 17:7.)



^ ***sjj song 4 “Jehovah Is My Shepherd”***
SONG 4
“Jehovah Is My Shepherd”
(Psalm 23)
1. Jehovah God is my Shepherd;
I’ll follow where he will lead.
He knows my hopes and my heart’s desire;
He knows what I truly need.
To watered pastures he leads me,
To places secure and blessed.
And he guides me always with loyal love
To where I find peace and rest.
He guides me always with loyal love
To where I find peace and rest.
2. Refreshing are all your pathways,
The ways of your righteousness.
For your name’s sake never let me stray
From walking in faithfulness.
In valleys deep in the shadows,
Assured by your staff and rod,
I will fear no danger of lasting harm,
For you are my Friend and God.
I fear no danger of lasting harm,
For you are my Friend and God.
3. Jehovah, you are my Shepherd;
I follow where you will lead.
You strengthen me, and you give me rest;
You give all I truly need.
As you most surely are living,
So sure is my hope in you.
May your loyal love and your care for me
Pursue me my whole life through.
Your loyal love and your care for me
Pursue me my whole life through.
(See also Ps. 28:9; 80:1.)
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Life Story
Seeking First the Kingdom​—A Secure and Happy Life
AS TOLD BY JETHA SUNAL
After breakfast we heard the announcement on the radio: “Jehovah’s Witnesses are illegal, and their work is banned.”
IT WAS 1950, and we four women in our 20’s were serving as missionaries of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Dominican Republic. We had arrived there the year before.
Missionary service was not always my goal in life. True, I went to church as a child. My father, though, stopped attending church during World War I. On the day of my confirmation into the Episcopal Church in 1933, the bishop read only one verse from the Bible, and then he began to talk politics. Mother was so upset that she never returned to church.
Our Way of Life Changed
Five children were born to my parents, William Karl and Mary Adams. The boys were Don, Joel, and Karl. My sister, Joy, was the youngest child, and I was the oldest. I must have been 13 when after school one day, I found Mom reading a booklet published by Jehovah’s Witnesses. It bore the title The Kingdom, the Hope of the World. “This is the truth,” she said to me.
Mom talked to all of us about the things she was learning from the Bible. By word and example, she impressed upon us the importance of Jesus’ counsel: ‘Seek first the kingdom and his righteousness.’​—Matthew 6:33.
I did not always listen appreciatively. Once I said, “Mom, quit preaching to me or I won’t dry the dishes for you anymore.” But she tactfully persisted in talking with us. She regularly took all of us children with her to the Bible studies held in the house of Clara Ryan, who lived within walking distance from our home in Elmhurst, Illinois, U.S.A.
Clara also gave piano lessons. When her students performed at yearly recitals, she used the opportunity to talk about God’s Kingdom and the resurrection hope. Because I was interested in music, having studied violin since I was seven, I listened to what Clara said.
Soon we children began to attend congregation meetings with Mom on the west side of Chicago. It was a long trip by bus and streetcar, but it was part of our early training in what it means to seek first the Kingdom. In 1938, three years after Mom was baptized, I went with her to a convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Chicago. This was one of 50 cities that were tied together by radiotelephone for the occasion. What I heard there touched my heart.
Yet, my love for music also tugged at my heartstrings. I graduated from high school in 1938, and Father had arranged for me to study at the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago. So during the next two years, I studied music, played in two orchestras, and thought about a career in that field.
My violin teacher, Herbert Butler, had left Europe to live in the United States. So I gave him the booklet Refugees, thinking that he might read it. He did, and after my lesson the following week, he said: “Jetha, you play well, and if you continue your studies, you could get a job in a radio orchestra or in teaching music. But,” he added as he fingered the booklet I had given him, “I think your heart is in this. Why don’t you make this your life’s work?”
I thought seriously about that. Instead of continuing at the conservatory, I accepted Mom’s invitation to go to the convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Detroit, Michigan, in July 1940. We stayed in tents in the trailer city. Of course, my violin went with me, and I played in the convention orchestra. But in the trailer city, I met many pioneers (full-time evangelizers). They were all so happy. I decided to get baptized and to put in an application for pioneer service. I prayed to Jehovah to help me continue in the full-time ministry all my life.
I started pioneering in my hometown. Later, I served in Chicago. In 1943, I moved to Kentucky. That summer, just before the district convention, I received an invitation to attend the second class of Gilead School, where I would receive training for missionary work. The class was to start in September 1943.
During the convention that summer, I stayed with a Witness who offered me whatever I wanted from her daughter’s wardrobe. Her daughter had joined the military, and she had told her mother to give all her things away. To me, these provisions were a fulfillment of Jesus’ promise: “Keep on, then, seeking first the kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33) The five months at Gilead went fast, and upon graduating on January 31, 1944, I eagerly anticipated getting into the missionary service.
They Too Chose Full-Time Service
Mom had enrolled in pioneer service in 1942. At that time, my three brothers and my sister were still attending school. Mom often met them after school and took them along in the field ministry. She also taught them to share in caring for chores at home. She herself frequently stayed up late doing the ironing and other necessary work so that she could be out in the ministry during the day.
In January 1943, while I was pioneering in Kentucky, my brother Don also began to pioneer. This disappointed Dad, who had hoped that all his children would have a college education, as he and Mother had. After pioneering for nearly two years, Don was invited to continue his full-time ministry as part of the world headquarters staff of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Brooklyn, New York.
Joel began pioneering in June 1943 while living at home. During that time he tried but failed to convince Dad to attend a convention. However, after Joel had tried without success to start a home Bible study in the area, Dad agreed to let him conduct a study with him in the book “The Truth Shall Make You Free.” He answered the questions easily, but he pressed Joel for Scriptural proof of what was said in the book. That helped Joel to make Bible truths his own.
Joel hoped that the Selective Service Board that had awarded Don an exemption as a minister would do the same for him. But when the board saw how young Joel looked, they refused to classify him as a minister and sent him a notice to report for military duty. When he refused to submit to induction, an arrest warrant was issued. After the FBI located him, he spent three days in Cook County prison.
Dad used our home as security for bail. Thereafter, he did the same for other young Witnesses who faced a similar situation. The injustice of the matter incensed my father, and he went with Joel to Washington, D.C., to see about an appeal. Finally, Joel received his classification as a minister, and the case was dismissed. My father wrote to me in my missionary assignment, “I guess we have to credit this victory to Jehovah!” By late August 1946, Joel too had been invited to serve as a member of the headquarters staff in Brooklyn.
Karl pioneered during his school vacations several times before he finished high school early in 1947 and began the regular pioneer service. Dad’s health was then failing, so Karl helped him with his business for a while before leaving to take up a pioneer assignment elsewhere. Late in 1947, Karl began serving along with Don and Joel at the Brooklyn headquarters as a member of the Bethel family.
When Joy finished high school, she began to pioneer. Then in 1951, she joined her brothers at Bethel. She worked in housekeeping and also in the Subscription Department. In 1955 she married Roger Morgan, another member of the Bethel family. Some seven years later, choosing to have a family of their own, they left Bethel. In time, they brought up two children, who also serve Jehovah.
When all the children were in full-time service, Mom provided the encouragement that was needed, so that Dad too dedicated his life to Jehovah and was baptized in 1952. For 15 years, up till his death, he proved very resourceful in finding ways to share the Kingdom truth with others, even though illness imposed limitations.
After a brief interval because of Dad’s illness, Mom continued to pioneer until her death. She never had a car; nor did she ride a bicycle. A person of short stature, she walked everywhere, often far into the countryside, to conduct Bible studies.
Into the Missionary Field
After graduating from Gilead School, a group of us pioneered north of New York City for a year until we could get needed travel papers. Finally, in 1945 we left for our assignment, Cuba, where we gradually adjusted to a new way of life. Response to our preaching was good, and all of us were soon conducting plenty of Bible studies. For several years we served there. Then we were reassigned to the Dominican Republic. One day I met a woman who urged me to see a client of hers, a Frenchwoman named Suzanne Enfroy, who wanted help to understand the Bible.
Suzanne was Jewish, and when Hitler invaded France, her husband had moved her and their two children to another land. Suzanne quickly shared with others the things she was learning. She first spoke to the woman who had asked me to visit her, then to Blanche, a friend from France. Both of them progressed to baptism.
“What can I do to help my children?” Suzanne asked me. Her son was studying medicine, and her daughter was studying ballet, hoping to dance at Radio City Music Hall in New York. Suzanne sent Watchtower and Awake! subscriptions to them. As a result, Suzanne’s son, his wife, and his wife’s twin sister all became Witnesses. Suzanne’s husband, Louis, was nervous about his wife’s interest in Jehovah’s Witnesses because the government of the Dominican Republic had by now banned our work. But after the entire family moved to the United States, he too eventually became a Witness.
Under Ban but Still Serving
Although the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses was banned in the Dominican Republic not long after we were assigned there in 1949, our determination was to obey God as Ruler rather than men. (Acts 5:29) We continued to seek first God’s Kingdom by making the good news about it known, as Jesus instructed his followers to do. (Matthew 24:14) We learned, however, to be “cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves” as we went about our preaching work. (Matthew 10:16) My violin, for example, proved to be a great help. It went with me when I conducted Bible studies. My students did not become violinists, but several families became Jehovah’s servants!
After the ban was imposed, we four girls​—Mary Aniol, Sophia Soviak, Edith Morgan, and I—​were moved from the missionary home in San Francisco de Macorís to one located in the branch in Santo Domingo, the capital. But each month, I made a trip to our original assignment to give a music lesson. That made it possible for me to take along in my violin case spiritual food to our Christian brothers and to return with the reports of their witnessing activity.
When the brothers from San Francisco de Macorís were imprisoned in Santiago for their Christian stand on neutrality, I was asked to take them money and, if possible, Bibles, as well as to bring back news for their families. At Santiago’s prison, when the guards saw my violin case under my arm, they asked, “What’s that for?” “To entertain them,” I answered.
Among the songs I played was one written by a Witness while he was in a Nazi concentration camp. That song is now number 29 in the songbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses. I played it so that our imprisoned brothers could learn to sing it.
Many of the Witnesses, I learned, had been transferred to a farm that belonged to Trujillo, the head of the government. It was just off the bus route, I was told. So about noon, I got off the bus and asked directions. The owner of a small shop pointed beyond a range of mountains and offered me his horse and a boy to guide me if I would leave my violin as security.
Beyond those hills, we had to ford a river, both of us sitting on the horse as it swam. There we saw a flock of parrots, with their green and blue iridescent feathers shining in the sun. It was such a lovely sight! I prayed: “Thank you, Jehovah, for making them so beautiful.” Finally, at four o’clock in the afternoon, we arrived at the farm. The soldier in charge kindly let me talk to the brothers, and he permitted me to give them all the things I had brought for them, even a tiny Bible.
On the return trip, I prayed all the way, for it was now dark. We arrived back at the shop, soaked from the rain. Since the last bus for the day had left, I asked the shop owner to flag down a passing truck for me. Did I dare go with the two men in the truck? One of them asked me: “Do you know Sophie? She studied with my sister.” I decided that this was Jehovah’s answer to my prayer! They took me safely to Santo Domingo.
In 1953, I was among those from the Dominican Republic who attended the international convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses at Yankee Stadium in New York. My whole family, including my father, was there. After a report on how the preaching work was progressing in the Dominican Republic, my missionary companion, Mary Aniol, and I had a small part on the program to demonstrate how we did our preaching under ban.
Special Joys of Traveling Work
That summer I met Rudolph Sunal, who became my husband the following year. His family had become Witnesses in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, shortly after World War I. After serving time in prison as a Christian neutral during World War II, he took up Bethel service in Brooklyn, New York. Shortly after we married, he was invited to visit congregations as a traveling overseer. For the next 18 years, I accompanied him in the circuit work.
Our service took us to Pennsylvania, West Virginia, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts, among other places. We usually stayed with our Christian brothers in their homes. It was a special joy to get to know them well and to serve Jehovah along with them. The love and the hospitality we were shown were always warm and genuine. After Joel married my former missionary companion, Mary Aniol, they spent three years in the traveling work, visiting congregations in Pennsylvania and Michigan. Afterward, in 1958, Joel was invited to become a member of the Bethel family once again, this time with Mary.
Karl had been at Bethel for about seven years when he was assigned to the circuit work for a few months to gain added experience. Afterward he became an instructor at Gilead School. In 1963 he married Bobbie, who served faithfully at Bethel until her death in October 2002.
During his many years at Bethel, Don has from time to time traveled to other lands to serve those working in the branch offices and in the missionary field. His assignments have taken him to the Orient, Africa, Europe, and various parts of the Americas. Don’s loyal wife, Dolores, often travels with him.
Our Circumstances Changed
After a long illness, my father died, but before he did he told me he was so happy that we had chosen to serve Jehovah God. He said that we had received many more blessings than would have been the case had we pursued the college education that he had intended for us. After I helped Mom pack to move to a location near my sister, Joy, my husband and I accepted pioneer assignments in New England so that we would be near his mother, who then needed our help. After his mother died, my mom spent 13 years with us. Then, on January 18, 1987, she finished her earthly assignment at 93 years of age.
Frequently, when friends commended her for having raised all her children to love and serve Jehovah, Mom modestly answered: “I just happened to have fine ‘soil’ to work with.” (Matthew 13:23) What a blessing it was to have God-fearing parents who set a fine example for us in zeal and humility!
The Kingdom Still First
We have continued to put God’s Kingdom first in our lives and have also tried to apply Jesus’ counsel about sharing with others. (Luke 6:38; 14:12-14) Jehovah, in turn, has provided liberally for our needs. Ours has been a secure and happy life.
Rudy and I have not lost our love for music. It is a pleasant time when others who share that love come to our home for an evening and we play our instruments together. But music is not my career. It is an added pleasure in life. Now my husband and I enjoy seeing the fruits of our pioneer ministry, the people we have assisted over the years.
Despite current health problems, I can say that our life has been very happy and secure these more than 60 years in the full-time ministry. Every morning when I wake up, I thank Jehovah for answering my prayer when I entered the full-time ministry so many years ago, and I think, ‘Now, how can I seek the Kingdom first today?’
[Footnote]
Published by Jehovah’s Witnesses but no longer in print.
[Picture on page 24]
Our family in 1948 (left to right): Joy, Don, Mom, Joel, Karl, me, and Dad
[Picture on page 25]
Mom set a zealous example in the ministry
[Picture on page 26]
Karl, Don, Joel, Joy, and me today, more than 50 years later
[Picture on page 27]
Left to right: Me, Mary Aniol, Sophia Soviak, and Edith Morgan as missionaries in the Dominican Republic
[Picture on page 28]
With Mary (left) at Yankee Stadium, 1953
[Picture on page 29]
With my husband when he was in the circuit work
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Do You Treat Women as Jehovah Does?
WE HAVE the privilege of serving alongside many faithful women. And we love and appreciate each one of these loyal, hardworking sisters! So brothers, strive to treat them kindly, fairly, and respectfully. But because we are imperfect, we may at times struggle to do that. Certain brothers face an additional challenge.
Some grew up in cultures in which many men treat women as inferior. For example, Hans, a circuit overseer in Bolivia, says: “Some men were raised in a very macho culture, causing them to develop a deep-rooted feeling that men are superior to women.” Shengxian, an elder in Taiwan, says: “Where I live, many men feel that women should not meddle in their business. If a man mentions a woman’s opinion about something, his peers may look down on him.” Other men show their prejudice against women in less obvious ways. For example, they may tell demeaning jokes about women.
Thankfully, no man is bound to the culture in which he grew up. He can overcome the feeling that men are superior to women. (Eph. 4:22-24) This can be done by imitating Jehovah’s example. In this article, we will discuss how Jehovah treats women, how brothers can learn to treat women as Jehovah does, and how elders can take the lead in showing respect for sisters.
HOW DOES JEHOVAH TREAT WOMEN?
Jehovah sets the perfect example in how to treat women. As a compassionate Father, he loves his human family. (John 3:16) And faithful sisters are like precious daughters to him. Consider the following ways in which Jehovah dignifies women.
He treats them impartially. Jehovah created men and women in his image. (Gen. 1:27) He did not make men more intelligent or more talented than women; nor does he prefer men to women. (2 Chron. 19:7) He created men and women with the same mental capacity to grasp Bible truths and to reflect his beautiful qualities. Jehovah also regards the faith of men and women equally​—whether their hope is to live forever on a paradise earth or to serve as kings and priests in heaven. (2 Pet. 1:1, ftn.) Clearly, Jehovah is not prejudiced against women.
He listens to them. Jehovah is interested in the feelings and concerns of women. For instance, he listened to and acted on the prayers of Rachel and Hannah. (Gen. 30:22; 1 Sam. 1:10, 11, 19, 20) Jehovah also inspired Bible writers to include accounts of men who listened to women. For example, Abraham followed Jehovah’s instruction to listen to his wife, Sarah. (Gen. 21:12-14) King David listened to Abigail. In fact, he felt that Jehovah had sent her to speak to him. (1 Sam. 25:32-35) Jesus, who perfectly reflects his Father’s qualities, listened to his mother, Mary. (John 2:3-10) These examples highlight that one way in which Jehovah shows respect for women is by listening to them.
He trusts them. For example, Jehovah trusted Eve to help care for the entire earth. (Gen. 1:28) In doing so, he showed that he viewed her, not as inferior to her husband, Adam, but as a complement to him. Jehovah also trusted the prophetesses Deborah and Huldah to advise his people, including a judge and a king. (Judg. 4:4-9; 2 Ki. 22:14-20) Today, Jehovah entrusts Christian women to carry out his work. These faithful sisters serve as publishers, pioneers, and missionaries. They help design, construct, and maintain Kingdom Halls and branch facilities. Some of them serve at Bethel; others serve in remote translation offices. These sisters are like a large army that Jehovah mobilizes to accomplish his will. (Ps. 68:11) Clearly, Jehovah does not view women as weak or incapable.
HOW CAN BROTHERS LEARN TO TREAT WOMEN AS JEHOVAH DOES?
Brothers, to determine whether we are treating Christian sisters as Jehovah does, we need to make an honest examination of our thinking and actions. To do that, we need help. Just as an X-ray machine can detect medical issues in a person’s literal heart, a good friend and God’s Word can help us detect any negative feelings about women that we may be harboring deep inside. What can we do to receive that help?
Ask a good friend. (Prov. 18:17) We do well to turn to a trusted friend who is known to be kind and balanced and ask him such questions as: “How do you think I treat sisters? Can they tell that I respect them? Can I improve my interactions with them in any way?” If your friend highlights some ways you can improve, avoid becoming defensive. Instead, be eager to make the needed adjustments.
Study God’s Word. The best way for us to know if we are treating sisters well is to examine our attitude and actions in the light of God’s Word. (Heb. 4:12) As we study the Bible, we learn about men who treated women well and men who did not. We can then compare their actions with our own. Additionally, comparing Bible verses can prevent us from unknowingly taking scriptures out of context to support a mistaken view we have of women. For example, according to 1 Peter 3:7, a wife is to be assigned “honor as to a weaker vessel.”
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wrong, we made changes. We began to bring our life into harmony with his righteous requirements. And as a result, we have enjoyed many benefits. (Isa. 48:17) Now, though, we face ongoing challenges. We need to stay away from the darkness that we left behind and “go on walking as children of light.” How can we do so?
AVOID THE DARKNESS
8 Read Ephesians 5:3-5. In order to stay far away from moral darkness, the Ephesian Christians had to continue rejecting practices that displeased Jehovah. That included not only sexually immoral conduct but also obscene talk. Paul reminded the Ephesians that they had to avoid such things if they were to have “any inheritance in the Kingdom of the Christ and of God.”
9 We too must continue to fight against becoming entangled in “the unfruitful works that belong to the darkness.” (Eph. 5:11) Time and again, experience has shown that the more a person looks at, listens to, or talks about unclean, immoral things, the easier it will be for him to fall into wrongdoing. (Gen. 3:6; Jas. 1:14, 15) In one country, several dozen brothers became “friends” in an online chat group. Many of them started out in their chats talking about spiritual things. In the course of time, however, the chats became unwholesome. They began to revolve around sex. Several of these individuals later admitted that this unclean talk led them to commit sexual immorality.
10 Satan’s world tries to deceive us, to make us believe that what Jehovah calls immoral and unclean is not wrong at all. (2 Pet. 2:19) This is no coincidence! One of the Devil’s long-used tactics is to confuse people so that they are unable to discern what is right and what is wrong. (Isa. 5:20; 2 Cor. 4:4) It is no wonder that many movies, television shows, and websites promote ideas that go against Jehovah’s righteous standards! Satan is trying to deceive us into thinking that unclean practices and lifestyles are not only acceptable but also enjoyable and harmless.​—Read Ephesians 5:6.
11 Satan wants us to associate with people who make it harder for us to stick to Jehovah’s standards. Accordingly, Paul urged the Ephesians: “Do not be sharers with them,” that is, with those who practice what is wrong in God’s eyes. (Eph. 5:7) We need to remember that our association is not limited to those we spend time with in person. It includes those we interact with on social media, a danger that the ancient Ephesians were not exposed to. Angela, who lives in Asia, found out how dangerous social media can be. She admits: “It can be a trap, subtly numbing your senses. I reached the point where it did not bother me to have ‘friends’ who did not respect Bible principles. Eventually, I started to think that it was OK to pursue a lifestyle that displeased Jehovah.” Thankfully, loving elders helped Angela to make needed changes. She says: “I now fill my mind with spiritual things rather than with social media.”
12 We must fight against the world’s thinking that immoral conduct is acceptable. We know better. (Eph. 4:19, 20) We do well to ask ourselves: ‘Do I make it a point to avoid all unnecessary association with workmates, classmates, or others who do not respect Jehovah’s righteous standards? Do I courageously uphold Jehovah’s standards even though some may call me intolerant for doing so?’ As indicated at 2 Timothy 2:20-22, we may also need to be careful when choosing our close associates within the Christian congregation. We bear in mind that some may not help us to remain faithful in our service to Jehovah.
WALK “AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT”
13 Paul encouraged the Ephesian Christians not only to continue rejecting the darkness but also to “go on walking as children of light.” (Read Ephesians 5:7-9.) What does that mean? Simply put, it means to conduct ourselves as true Christians at all times. One way to achieve this goal is by diligently reading and studying the Bible along with our Bible-based publications. It is especially important to pay close attention to the example and teachings of Jesus Christ, “the light of the world.”​—John 8:12; Prov. 6:23.
14 We also need the help of God’s holy spirit so that we can keep conducting ourselves “as children of light.” Why? Because it is a definite challenge
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[Box on page 12]
How to React to False Stories
False stories can come from well-meaning friends who unwisely pass along reports that are not verified. They can also come from unsolicited emails. Or they can come from apostates whom we might meet in the ministry but who may try to hide their true intentions.
1. Stories that come from well-meaning friends:
Ask your friend how he verified that the story came from a reliable source. If he has not verified it, reject the message and do not pass it on.​—Prov. 14:15.
2. Unsolicited emails containing spectacular stories about Jehovah’s people:
Sometimes these emails may appear to come from a friend’s email address. Check with your friend to make sure that he sent it and that he has verified the source. If he did not send it or has not verified it, delete it.​—Prov. 27:12.
3. Apostates who disguise their identity by pretending to be interested in our message:
If their comments become increasingly derogatory about the organization or if they try to give you information from apostate sources, respectfully end the conversation.​—2 John 10.
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of judgment.” (Read John 5:28, 29.) This clarification has led to further adjustments, which will be discussed in this article and in the one that follows. Regarding Jehovah’s righteous judgments, we will first consider what we do not know and then what we do know.
WHAT WE DO NOT KNOW
5 In the past, our publications have considered the question of what happens to those whom Jehovah judges as unrighteous. We have said that for such individuals as those in Sodom and Gomorrah, there is no hope of a future resurrection. But further prayerful study has raised the question, Can we really say that with certainty?
6 Consider a number of related questions. Several Bible accounts describe Jehovah’s judgments against unrighteous people, such as the unknown numbers who died in the Flood or the seven nations in the Promised Land that Jehovah ordered his people to devote to destruction or the 185,000 Assyrian soldiers slain by an angel of Jehovah in a single night. (Gen. 7:23; Deut. 7:1-3; Isa. 37:36, 37) In these cases, does the Bible give us enough information to determine that Jehovah sentenced all those individuals to eternal destruction, with no hope of a resurrection? No, it does not. Why can we say that?
7 We do not know how Jehovah judged each individual; nor do we know whether those who were killed had an opportunity to learn about Jehovah and to repent. In regard to the time of the Flood, the Bible does say that Noah was “a preacher of righteousness.” (2 Pet. 2:5) But it does not say that while he was building a colossal ark, he was also attempting to reach every individual on earth who would face destruction in the Deluge. Similarly, in the case of the nations of Canaan, we do not know if all those wicked people had an opportunity to learn about Jehovah and change their ways.
8 What of the people of Sodom and Gomorrah? A righteous man named Lot lived in their midst. But do we know that Lot preached to all of them? No. They were certainly wicked, but did they all know any better? Recall that a crowd of men in that city sought to rape Lot’s guests. The Bible says that the mob ranged “from boy to old man.” (Gen. 19:4; 2 Pet. 2:7) Do we really know that the merciful God, Jehovah, condemned each one to death with no hope of a resurrection? Jehovah assured Abraham that there were not even ten righteous men in that city. (Gen. 18:32) So they were unrighteous, and Jehovah justly held them accountable for their actions. Can we say for certain, then, that none of them will rise in the “resurrection of . . . the unrighteous”? No, we cannot say for sure!
9 On the other hand, we also read in the Bible of righteous people who became unrighteous. King Solomon is an example. He was thoroughly instructed in God’s ways and greatly blessed by Jehovah; yet, he later turned to worshipping false gods. His sins made Jehovah furious and brought consequences that lasted for centuries. True, the Scriptures do say that Solomon “was laid to rest with his forefathers,” including such faithful men as King David. (1 Ki. 11:5-9, 43; 2 Ki. 23:13) But was the manner of his burial a guarantee that he would be resurrected? The Bible does not say. Some might reason, though, that “the one who has died has been acquitted from his sin.” (Rom. 6:7) True, but this does not mean that all who have died will be resurrected, as if a new life were a right that they have earned. Resurrection is a gift from a loving God. He bestows it on those whom he wants to give an opportunity to serve him forever. (Job 14:13, 14; John 6:44) Will Solomon receive such a gift? Jehovah knows the answer; we do not. We do know, though, that Jehovah will do what is right.
WHAT WE DO KNOW
10 Read Ezekiel 33:11. When it comes to the way he judges humans, Jehovah kindly reveals to us how he feels. The apostle Peter was inspired to echo what the prophet Ezekiel wrote, saying that “Jehovah . . . does not desire anyone to be destroyed.” (2 Pet. 3:9) In the light of that reassuring truth, we know that Jehovah is not quick to destroy people once and for all. He is profoundly merciful, and he shows mercy whenever possible.
11 What do we know about the people who will not be resurrected? The Bible offers only a few examples. Jesus indicated that Judas Iscariot will not be resurrected. (Mark 14:21; see also John 17:12 and study note.) Judas knowingly and willfully worked in opposition to Jehovah God and His Son. (See Mark 3:29 and study notes.) Similarly, Jesus said that some of the religious leaders who had opposed him would die without a hope of resurrection. (Matt. 23:33; see John 19:11 and study note “the man.”) And the apostle Paul warned that unrepentant apostates would not be resurrected.​—Heb. 6:4-8; 10:29.
12 However, what do we know about Jehovah’s mercy? How has he demonstrated that he “does not desire anyone to be destroyed”? Consider his mercy toward some who committed serious sins. King David got involved in a series of gross sins, including adultery and murder. Yet, David repented, so Jehovah mercifully forgave him. (2 Sam. 12:1-13) King Manasseh was profoundly wicked for much of his life. Even in that extreme case, however, Jehovah responded
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STUDY ARTICLE 26
SONG 8 Jehovah Is Our Refuge
Make Jehovah Your Rock
“There is no rock like our God.”​—1 SAM. 2:2.
FOCUS
Learn why Jehovah is referred to as a rock and how we can imitate his rocklike qualities.
WE LIVE in a world where unexpected challenges can disrupt​—or even completely change—​our lives. How thankful we are that we can turn to Jehovah God for help! In the preceding article, we were reminded that Jehovah is the living God and that he is always ready to help us. When we receive his support, that experience reassures us that “Jehovah is alive!” (Read Psalm 18:46.) However, right after making that declaration, David called God “my Rock.” Why would he liken Jehovah, the living God, to an inanimate object​—a rock?
2 In this article, we will consider why Jehovah is referred to as a rock and what that metaphor teaches us about him. We will also learn how we can come to view him as our Rock. Finally, we will discuss ways that we can imitate Jehovah’s rocklike qualities.
WHY JEHOVAH IS A ROCK
3 The Bible uses the term “rock” as a word picture to help us grasp qualities that Jehovah possesses. It often appears in passages that praise him as a God who is without equal. The first reference to Jehovah as “the Rock” is found at Deuteronomy 32:4. In prayer, Hannah said that “there is no rock like our God.” (1 Sam. 2:2) Habakkuk called Jehovah “my Rock.” (Hab. 1:12) The writer of Psalm 73 called God “the rock of my heart.” (Ps. 73:26) And even Jehovah referred to himself as a rock. (Isa. 44:8) Let us discuss three rocklike qualities that Jehovah displays and learn how we can make him “our Rock.”​—Deut. 32:31.
4 Jehovah is a refuge. Just as a huge rock can be a person’s hiding place from a threatening storm, Jehovah safeguards us when we face situations that threaten our well-being. (Read Psalm 94:22.) He keeps us safe and prevents us from suffering lasting harm. And he promises even more: He will eventually eliminate whatever threatens our peace and security.​—Ezek. 34:25, 26.
5 One way we make Jehovah our rocklike Refuge is by praying to him. When we pray, Jehovah gives us “the peace of God” that safeguards our heart and mind. (Phil. 4:6, 7) Consider the experience of Artem, a brother who was imprisoned for his faith. He was repeatedly interrogated by a harsh investigator who pressured and humiliated him. “I found it stressful whenever the investigator summoned me. . . . I always prayed to Jehovah. I asked for peace in my heart and for wisdom,” said Artem. “The investigator’s tactics did not work on me. . . . With Jehovah’s help, it was like I was standing behind a stone wall.”
6 Jehovah is reliable. Like a rock that is immovable, Jehovah is always there for us. We can trust him because he is “the eternal Rock.” (Read Isaiah 26:3, 4.) He will always be alive to keep his promises, hear our prayers, and give us the support we need. We can also depend on Jehovah because he is loyal to those who serve him. (2 Sam. 22:26) He will never forget what we do, and he will always reward us.​—Heb. 6:10; 11:6.
7 We make Jehovah our Rock when we rely fully on him. We trust that by obeying him even during difficult times, we will benefit. (Isa. 48:17, 18) As we experience his support, our confidence in him will grow. We will then be better prepared to face trials that only Jehovah can get us through. Often during situations in which there is no one else to turn to for help, we come to realize just how reliable Jehovah is. “The time I spent in the detention center was the very best period in my relationship with God,” said Vladimir. “I learned to have greater trust in Jehovah because I was all alone and had no control of the situation.”
8 Jehovah is stable. Similar to a massive rock, Jehovah is firm and stable. He is consistent in his personality and unshakable in his purpose. (Mal. 3:6) When faced with the rebellion in Eden, Jehovah did not waver. As the apostle Paul wrote, Jehovah “cannot deny himself.” (2 Tim. 2:13) This means that no matter what happens or what others do, Jehovah will never deviate from his qualities, his purpose, or his standards. With confidence in our stable God, we can look to him for salvation and for help to cope during turbulent times.​—Read Psalm 62:6, 7.
9 We make Jehovah our Rock by focusing on the kind of Person he is and by keeping his purpose fixed firmly in our mind. Doing so can help us to remain stable emotionally while we endure trials. (Ps. 16:8) That was true of a sister named Tatyana, who was placed under house arrest because of her faith. “I found myself literally on my own,” she said. “It was challenging at first. I was often discouraged.” However, when she saw how her trial related to Jehovah and his purpose, she was able to cope and to regain emotional strength. She said: “Understanding why this was happening helped me to remember that it is for Jehovah that I find myself in these circumstances. That has helped me to stop thinking about myself.”
10 In the days ahead, we will encounter trials that will require us to lean on Jehovah as never before. Now is the time to strengthen our conviction that he will provide whatever we need to endure faithfully. How can we do that? Read Bible accounts and experiences of modern-day Witnesses. Discern how God has displayed rocklike qualities to support his servants. Think deeply about those accounts. Doing so can help you to make Jehovah your Rock.
IMITATE JEHOVAH’S ROCKLIKE QUALITIES
11 We have noted how Jehovah proves to be like a rock. Now consider how we can imitate his rocklike qualities. The better we do so, the better equipped we will be to build up the congregation. For example, Jesus gave Simon the name Cephas
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Meeting the Challenge of Adjusting to a New Congregation
HAVE you ever moved to a new congregation? If so, you probably agree with Jean-Charles, who says: “It is a challenge to adapt to a new congregation while maintaining the spiritual balance of everyone in the family.” In addition to finding work, accommodations, and perhaps new schools, those who move may face the challenges of a harsher climate, a different culture, and a new witnessing territory.
Nicolas and Céline faced a different challenge. They accepted an assignment from the France branch to move to a new congregation. They relate: “The period following the initial excitement was difficult because we missed our friends. We did not yet have a sufficiently strong relationship with the brothers in our new congregation.” In view of the challenges, how can you make a success of moving to a new congregation? What can others do to help? And what spiritual blessings might you receive and impart in your new congregation?
FOUR PRINCIPLES TO HELP YOU MEET THE CHALLENGE
1. Rely on Jehovah. (Ps. 37:5) Kazumi, in Japan, left the congregation she had been a part of for 20 years when her husband received a job transfer. How did she “commit [her] way to Jehovah”? She says: “I poured out my heart to Jehovah about all the panic, loneliness, and anxiety I felt. Each time I did so, he gave me the strength I needed.”
How can you increase your reliance on Jehovah? Just as a plant needs water and nutrients from the soil in order to grow, so our faith must be nourished in order to grow. Nicolas, previously mentioned, found that meditating on the examples of Abraham, Jesus, and Paul​—men who made many sacrifices to do God’s will—​strengthened his confidence in Jehovah’s support. A regular program of personal Bible study will not only help you to cope with any changes in your life but also equip you with spiritual gifts that you can share with others in your new congregation.
2. Avoid making comparisons. (Eccl. 7:10) Jules encountered a wide culture gap when he moved from Benin to the United States. “I had the impression that I had to relate my life story to each new person I met,” he recalls. Because this was different from what he was used to, he started isolating himself from the congregation. After getting to know the brothers and sisters better, however, he changed his viewpoint. He says: “I believe that wherever we are on the earth, humans are the same. They just express themselves differently. Accepting people as they are is essential.” So avoid making comparisons with your former congregation. As one pioneer sister, Anne-Lise, put it: “I did not move to find what I had left behind. I moved in order to discover new things.”
Elders too need to avoid making comparisons with their former congregation. Different methods are not necessarily wrong. It is wise to get to know the local circumstances before making suggestions. (Eccl. 3:1, 7b) It is better to lead by example than to impose one’s own ideas on a congregation.​—2 Cor. 1:24.
3. Get involved. (Phil. 1:27) Moving requires a lot of time and energy, but it is vital to attend congregation meetings​—in person if possible—​right from the start. After all, if those in your new congregation never see you or rarely do, how can they support you? Lucinda, who moved with her two daughters to a large city in South Africa, recalls: “I was advised to focus on getting deeply involved with the congregation, working with others in the ministry, and participating at the meetings. We also offered our home to be used for meetings for field service.”
“Striving side by side” in theocratic activities with the brothers and sisters in your new congregation is a fine way to contribute to “the faith of the good news.” Anne-Lise, mentioned earlier, was encouraged by her elders to try to preach with everyone. The result? “I quickly realized that this is a key to fitting in,” she says. Also, volunteering for such activities as cleaning and maintaining the Kingdom Hall will indicate that you now consider this to be your congregation. The more you get involved, the sooner you will be accepted and feel a part of your new spiritual family.
4. Develop new friendships. (2 Cor. 6:11-13) Showing personal interest is the best way to make friends, so allow ample time before and after meetings to approach others and get to know them. Make a conscious effort to learn their names. Remembering people’s names and being warm and approachable will attract others to you and no doubt lead to precious new friendships.
Rather than worry about being accepted, allow your new brothers and sisters to get to know you as you really are. Do as Lucinda relates, “We have close friendships now because of taking the initiative to invite others to our home.”
“WELCOME ONE ANOTHER”
Entering a Kingdom Hall full of strangers may be daunting for some. So how can you make it easier for the new arrivals? “Welcome one another,” encouraged the apostle Paul, “just as the Christ also welcomed you.” (Rom. 15:7) By imitating Christ, elders can help new ones to feel welcome. (See the box “What Contributes to a Successful Move.”) However, all in the congregation, including children, have a part to play in making new friends.
Welcoming others includes showing hospitality but may also involve offering practical help. One sister, for example, gave of her precious time to show a new arrival around town and to explain the public transportation system. The sister’s gesture really touched the new one and helped her to adapt.
AN OPPORTUNITY TO GROW
As a locust matures, it sheds its skin several times before its wings are capable of flying. Similarly, when moving to a new congregation, you need to shed any apprehension that prevents you from spreading your wings in Jehovah’s service. “Moving is excellent training,” confirm Nicolas and Céline. “Adapting to new people and different surroundings encouraged us to cultivate new qualities.” Jean-Charles, quoted at
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SONG 25 A Special Possession
Are You Heeding the Warnings?
“One will be taken along and the other abandoned.”​—MATT. 24:40.
FOCUS
We will consider three of Jesus’ parables and discuss how they relate to the time of judgment that will occur at the end of this system of things.
WE LIVE in a climactic time! Soon, Jesus will judge every living person. Jesus described the time leading up to this judgment by giving his disciples a prophetic “sign” of his invisible presence and of “the conclusion of the system of things.” (Matt. 24:3) This prophecy is recorded in Matthew chapters 24 and 25 and in the parallel accounts of Mark chapter 13 and Luke chapter 21.
2 Jesus provided helpful warnings by means of three parables. These are the parables of the sheep and the goats, the discreet and the foolish virgins, and the talents. Each parable helps us to understand how a person’s behavior will affect the way he will be judged. As we review these parables, let us identify the lessons and how we can apply them. The first parable we will discuss is that of the sheep and the goats.
THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS
3 In the parable of the sheep and the goats, Jesus described the judgment of people who have the opportunity to respond to the good news and to support his anointed brothers. (Matt. 25:31-46) During the “great tribulation,” he will render this judgment right before Armageddon. (Matt. 24:21) Just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, Jesus will separate those who loyally support his anointed followers from those who do not.
4 Bible prophecy shows that as Jehovah’s appointed Judge, Jesus will be righteous in his judgment. (Read Isaiah 11:3, 4.) He observes the conduct, attitude, and speech of people​—including how they treat his anointed brothers. (Matt. 12:36, 37; 25:40) Jesus will know who gave support to his anointed brothers and their work. One of the primary ways that sheeplike ones support Christ’s brothers is by assisting them in the preaching work. Those who provide this support will be judged as “righteous” and will have the prospect of “everlasting life” on earth. (Matt. 25:46; Rev. 7:16, 17) What a marvelous reward for those who keep their integrity! By remaining faithful during the great tribulation and beyond, they keep their names in “the book of life.”​—Rev. 20:15.
5 Prove yourself faithful and loyal. Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats focuses primarily on those who have the earthly hope. They express their faith not only by assisting Christ’s brothers in the preaching work but also by loyally accepting the lead of the small group of anointed brothers whom Jesus has selected. (Matt. 24:45) But those with a heavenly hope also need to heed the warning message of the parable. Why? Because Jesus takes note of their conduct, attitude, and speech. They too must prove faithful. In fact, Jesus related two other parables that contain specific warnings for the anointed. We also find these parables in Matthew chapter 25. Let us next discuss the parable of the discreet and the foolish virgins.
THE DISCREET AND THE FOOLISH VIRGINS
6 In the parable of the virgins, Jesus spoke of ten virgins who went out to meet a bridegroom. (Matt. 25:1-4) They all hoped to accompany the bridegroom to his marriage feast. Jesus described five of them as “discreet” and the other five as “foolish.” The discreet virgins were prepared and vigilant. They were ready to wait for the bridegroom as long as needed, even if he arrived late at night. Thus, they brought oil lamps to provide light in the dark. They even brought extra oil in case the bridegroom should delay. So they were prepared to keep their lamps burning. (Read Matthew 25:6-10.) When the bridegroom arrived, the discreet virgins went in with him to the wedding feast. In like manner, anointed Christians who have proved ready by remaining vigilant and faithful until the coming of Christ will be judged worthy of joining the Bridegroom, Jesus, in his heavenly Kingdom. (Rev. 7:1-3) What of the five foolish virgins?
7 Unlike the discreet virgins, the five foolish ones were not ready when the bridegroom arrived. Their lamps were about to go out, and they brought no extra oil with them. When they learned that the bridegroom would soon arrive, they had to go buy oil. They had not returned when the bridegroom came. At that time, “the virgins who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.” (Matt. 25:10) Later when the foolish virgins came back and wanted to enter, the bridegroom told them: “I do not know you.” (Matt. 25:11, 12) Those virgins had not been prepared to wait for the bridegroom as long as necessary. What is the lesson for anointed ones?
8 Prove yourself prepared and vigilant. Jesus was not foretelling that there would be two classes of the anointed​—one that was prepared to wait until the end of this system of things and one that was not. Rather, he was explaining what would happen to anointed ones if they were not prepared to endure faithfully to the end. In that case, they would not receive their reward. (John 14:3, 4) That is sobering! Whether our hope is heavenly or earthly, we all should take to heart the warning from the parable of the virgins. Each of us must keep on the watch and be prepared, ready to endure to the end.​—Matt. 24:13.
9 After relating the parable of the virgins to emphasize the need to be prepared and vigilant, Jesus related the parable of the talents. That parable highlights the need to be industrious.
THE TALENTS
10 In the parable of the talents, Jesus spoke of two slaves who were faithful to their master and one who was not. (Matt. 25:14-18) The two slaves proved faithful by working hard to increase their master’s interests. Before traveling abroad, he entrusted them with talents​—a large amount of money. The two faithful slaves were industrious and used the money wisely. The result? When their master returned, they had doubled the amount he had given them. The master commended them​—they entered “into the joy of [their] master.” (Read Matthew 25:19-23.) But what about the third slave? What did he do with the money his master had given him?
11 The third slave received one talent but was “sluggish.” His master expected him to use the talent wisely. Instead, he buried it in the ground. When the master returned, this slave had nothing additional to give him. The slave did not have a good attitude. Rather than apologize for his failure to increase the master’s belongings, the slave unjustly called the master “a demanding man.” This slave did not receive his master’s approval. More than that, the talent was taken away from him and he was cast out of the master’s household.​—Matt. 25:24, 26-30.
12 The two faithful slaves represent faithful anointed Christians. The Master, Jesus, invites them to “enter into the joy of [their] master.” They receive their heavenly reward, the first resurrection. (Matt. 25:21, 23; Rev. 20:5b) On the other hand, the bad example of the sluggish slave provides a warning for anointed ones. How so?
13 Prove yourself industrious and diligent. In the parable of the talents, as in the parable of the virgins, Jesus was not predicting that the anointed would become sluggish. Rather, he was explaining what would happen if ever they did lose their zeal. They would fail to make their “calling and choosing sure for [themselves],” and they would not be permitted to enter into the heavenly Kingdom.​—2 Pet. 1:10.
14 Jesus’ parables about the virgins and the talents make it clear that all anointed Christians must be prepared and vigilant as well as industrious and diligent. But did Jesus say anything else that serves as a warning for the anointed? Yes, he did! Jesus’ comments found at Matthew 24:40, 41 also relate to the final judgment of anointed ones.
WHO WILL BE “TAKEN ALONG”?
15 Before relating the three parables, Jesus described a final judgment of the anointed that would reveal who was approved. He spoke of two men working in a field and of two women working at a hand mill. In each case, the two appear to be doing the same work, but Jesus said that one would be “taken along and the other abandoned.” (Read Matthew 24:40, 41.) He then urged his followers: “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” (Matt. 24:42) Jesus said something similar after relating the parable of the virgins. (Matt. 25:13) Are these comments connected? It appears so. Only genuine, faithful anointed ones will be “taken along,” received by Jesus into the heavenly Kingdom.​—John 14:3.
16 Prove yourself watchful. Any anointed ones who do not remain spiritually alert will not be gathered with the “chosen ones.” (Matt. 24:31) By extension, all of God’s people, regardless of their hope, should view Jesus’ words as a warning to keep on the watch and remain faithful.
17 We have come to know Jehovah well, so we trust his judgment. We are not concerned if Jehovah has chosen to anoint some faithful ones in more recent years. We recall what Jesus said about the 11th-hour workers in his illustration of the vineyard. (Matt. 20:1-16) Those who were invited to work in the vineyard later in the day received the same wage as those who began working in it earlier. Likewise, no matter when anointed ones are selected, they will receive the heavenly reward if they are judged faithful.
HEED THE WARNINGS
18 What have we considered? For those who hope to live forever on earth, the parable of the sheep and the goats highlights the need to remain faithful and loyal to Jehovah​—now and during the upcoming great tribulation. At that future time, Jesus will judge faithful ones as being worthy of departing “into everlasting life.”​—Matt. 25:46.
19 We also reviewed two parables that provide warnings for the anointed. In



^ ***w24 October p. 31 Questions From Readers***
Questions From Readers
How tall was the porch of Solomon’s temple?
The porch served as an entranceway to the Holy compartment of the temple. According to editions of the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures published before 2023, “the porch in front was 20 cubits long, corresponding to the width of the house, and its height was 120.” (2 Chron. 3:4) Other translations also state that the porch was “120 cubits” high, making it a 53-meter (175-ft) tower!
However, the 2023 printing of the New World Translation says regarding the porch of Solomon’s temple: “Its height was 20 cubits,” or about 9 meters (30 ft) tall. Consider a few reasons for this adjustment.
The height of the porch is not mentioned at 1 Kings 6:3. In that verse, the writer Jeremiah records the length and the depth of the porch, not its height. Then in the following chapter, he describes in great detail other outstanding features of the temple, including the Sea of cast metal, the ten carriages, and the two copper pillars that stood outside the porch. (1 Ki. 7:15-37) If the porch really was over 50 meters tall and towered over the rest of the temple, why did Jeremiah fail to mention its height? Even centuries later, Jewish writers reported that the porch was no taller than the rest of Solomon’s temple.
Scholars question whether the temple walls could have supported a 120-cubit-tall porch. Towering stone and brick structures in ancient times, such as temple gates in Egypt, had a very wide base and tapered toward the top. But Solomon’s temple was different. Scholars suggest that its walls were no more than 6 cubits, or 2.7 meters (9 ft), thick. Architectural historian Theodor Busink thus concluded: “Based on the wall thickness of the [temple’s entrance], the porch could not have been 120 cubits [tall].”
The text of 2 Chronicles 3:4 may have been miscopied. Although some ancient manuscripts read “120” in this verse, other authoritative texts, such as the fifth-century Codex Alexandrinus and the sixth-century Codex Ambrosianus, read “20 cubits.” Why might a scribe have mistakenly written “120”? The words for “hundred” and “cubits” look similar in Hebrew. So a scribe may have written the word “hundred” instead of “cubits.”
Of course, while we strive to understand these details and to depict Solomon’s temple accurately, we focus especially on what that temple foreshadowed​—the great spiritual temple. How grateful we are that Jehovah has invited all his servants to worship him at that temple!​—Heb. 9:11-14; Rev. 3:12; 7:9-17.
[Footnote]
A footnote clarifies that “some ancient manuscripts read ‘120,’ whereas other manuscripts and some translations read ‘20 cubits.’”
​​​​​​



^ ***w24 November p. 19 Brothers—Are You Reaching Out to Be a Ministerial Servant?***
no valid charge of serious wrongdoing can be brought against you. Of course, Christians might be falsely accused. Jesus was the subject of false accusations, and he foretold that his followers would experience the same. (John 15:20) However, if you keep your conduct clean, as Jesus did, you will gain a fine reputation in the congregation.​—Matt. 11:19.
19 “Husbands of one wife.” If married, you must hold to Jehovah’s original standard for marriage​—one man and one woman. (Matt. 19:3-9) A Christian man should never commit sexual immorality. (Heb. 13:4) But more is involved. You must be loyal to your wife, never giving inappropriate attention to other women.​—Job 31:1.
20 “Presiding in a fine manner over their children and their own households.” If you are a family head, you must take your responsibilities seriously. Conduct family worship regularly. Share in the ministry with each member of your family as frequently as you can. Help your children to develop a personal relationship with Jehovah. (Eph. 6:4) A man who cares for his family shows that he can look after the congregation.​—Compare 1 Timothy 3:5.
21 Brothers, if you are not yet serving as a ministerial servant, please prayerfully consider the material in this article. Study the qualifications for ministerial servants and work hard to meet those qualifications. Think about how much you love Jehovah and your brothers and sisters. Deepen your desire to serve them. (1 Pet. 4:8, 10) Experience the joy that comes from serving your spiritual family. May Jehovah richly bless your efforts to reach out to serve as a ministerial servant!​—Phil. 2:13.
WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM . . .
◼ Matthew 20:28?
__________
◼ Mark 6:31-34?
__________
◼ 1 Timothy 3:8-10, 12?
__________
SONG 17 “I Want To”









^ ***w16 April p. 7 Being Faithful Leads to God’s Approval***
12 The sacrificing of humans is something detestable to Jehovah. Thus, it is clear that Jephthah did not intend to sacrifice anyone literally. (Deut. 18:9, 10) Under the Mosaic Law, a burnt offering was given entirely to Jehovah, so Jephthah evidently meant that he would devote the person to the exclusive service of God. This promise implied permanent service at the tabernacle. Jehovah accepted Jephthah’s terms and blessed him with a resounding victory, striking and subduing the enemy. (Judg. 11:32, 33) But who would be the person given as “a burnt offering” to God?



^ ***w16 April pp. 7-9 Being Faithful Leads to God’s Approval***
14 Again, divine principles must have guided Jephthah to make the right choice. Perhaps he recalled the words of Exodus 23:19, which instructed God’s people to be willing to give their best to Jehovah. The Law also indicated that once a man made a vow, fulfillment was compulsory. It states: “If a man makes a vow to Jehovah . . . , he must not violate his word. He should do everything he vowed he would do.” (Num. 30:2) Like faithful Hannah, who was probably a contemporary of his, Jephthah would be called on to live up to his vow, knowing what it meant for his own future and that of his daughter. He had no other child; his daughter was his only hope for a descendant, someone to carry on his name and his inheritance in Israel. (Judg. 11:34) Nevertheless, Judges 11:35 concludes with Jephthah saying: “I have opened my mouth to Jehovah, and I am unable to turn back.” His faithfulness even at great personal cost brought him God’s approval and blessing. Would you have made the same choice?
15 When we dedicated our lives to Jehovah, we vowed that we would do his will unreservedly. We knew that living up to that promise would require self-sacrifice. However, our willingness is especially put to the test when we are asked to do things that are not initially to our liking. When we make such sacrifices and serve God in a way that takes us out of our comfort zone, we prove ourselves faithful. The resulting blessings are always far greater than any sacrifices we may make, painful as they may be. (Mal. 3:10) But what about Jephthah’s daughter?
16 It could not have been easy for Jephthah’s daughter to accept the consequences of her father’s vow. This was different from Hannah’s vow, by which she dedicated her son Samuel to serve at the tabernacle as a Nazirite. (1 Sam. 1:11) A Nazirite was able to marry and have a family. But Jephthah’s daughter was to be a whole “burnt offering”; she would have to forgo such joys. (Judg. 11:37-40) As the daughter of the victorious chief and leader in Israel, she might have been given in marriage to the best man in the land. But now she was to become a humble servant at the tabernacle. How did the young woman respond? She showed that she put Jehovah’s service first by saying: “My father, if you have opened your mouth to Jehovah, do to me as you have promised.” (Judg. 11:36) She sacrificed her natural desires for a husband and children in order to promote true worship. How might we imitate her self-sacrificing attitude?



^ ***w17 April pp. 5-8 “What You Vow, Pay”***
10 The most important vow that a Christian can make is the one with which he dedicates his life to Jehovah. Why so? Because, in private prayer, he solemnly promises Jehovah that he will use his life to serve God forever, no matter what. To use Jesus’ words, a person thus ‘disowns himself,’ gives up all rights to himself, and vows to put God’s will above everything else in his life. (Matt. 16:24) From that day forward, ‘he belongs to Jehovah.’ (Rom. 14:8) Anyone who makes a dedication vow should take it very seriously, just as did the psalmist who spoke of the vows he had made to God: “With what will I repay Jehovah for all the good he has done for me? I will pay my vows to Jehovah in the presence of all his people.”​—Ps. 116:12, 14.
11 Have you dedicated your life to Jehovah and symbolized your dedication by water baptism? If so, that is wonderful! Recall that on your baptism day, before eyewitnesses, you were asked whether you had dedicated yourself to Jehovah and understood that “your dedication and baptism identify you as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses in association with God’s spirit-directed organization.” Your affirmative answers served as a public declaration of your unreserved dedication and showed that you were qualified for baptism as an ordained minister of Jehovah. You must have made Jehovah very happy!
12 Baptism is just the beginning, though. Thereafter, we want to continue living up to our dedication in faithful service to God. Hence, we might ask ourselves: ‘How has my spiritual life progressed since my baptism? Am I continuing to serve Jehovah wholeheartedly? (Col. 3:23) Am I praying, reading God’s Word, attending congregation meetings, and sharing in the ministry as often as possible? Or has there been some lessening of these spiritual activities?’ The apostle Peter explained that we can avoid becoming inactive in our service if we keep supplying to our faith knowledge, endurance, and godly devotion.​—Read 2 Peter 1:5-8.
13 There is no way to undo a dedication vow, taking back what we promised God. If a person tires of serving Jehovah or of living a Christian way of life, he cannot claim that he was never really dedicated and that his baptism was invalid. To all intents and purposes, he presented himself as one who was wholly dedicated to God. He will be accountable before Jehovah and the congregation for any serious sins that he may commit. (Rom. 14:12) May it never be said of us that ‘we left the love we had at first.’ Instead, we want Jesus to be able to say of us: “I know your deeds, and your love and faith and ministry and endurance, and that your deeds of late are more than those you did at first.” (Rev. 2:4, 19) May we zealously continue to live up to our dedication vow​—to Jehovah’s delight.
YOUR MARRIAGE VOW
14 The second most important vow that a person can make is the marriage vow. Why so? Because marriage is sacred. Before God and eyewitnesses, the bride and groom exchange their marriage vows. They usually promise that they will love, cherish, and respect each other and that they will do so “for as long as [they] both shall live together on earth according to God’s marital arrangement.” Others may not have said these exact words, but they still made a vow before God. They are then pronounced husband and wife, and their marriage is meant to be a lifelong bond. (Gen. 2:24; 1 Cor. 7:39) “Therefore,” to use Jesus’ words, “what God has yoked together, let no man put apart”​—neither the husband nor the wife nor anyone else. Thus, couples entering marriage must have the view that divorce is not an option.​—Mark 10:9.
15 Of course, there has never been a perfect marriage. Each marriage is made up of two imperfect people. That is why the Bible says that married people “will have tribulation” at times. (1 Cor. 7:28) Sad to say, many individuals in this world have a casual attitude toward marriage. When the relationship becomes strained, they just give up and walk out on their marriage mate. That, however, is not the Christian way. Breaking one’s marriage vow is equivalent to lying to God, and God hates liars! (Lev. 19:12; Prov. 6:16-19) The apostle Paul wrote: “Are you bound to a wife? Stop seeking a release.” (1 Cor. 7:27) Paul could say that because he knew that Jehovah also hates a treacherous divorce.​—Mal. 2:13-16.
16 Jesus taught that the only Scriptural ground for dissolving a marriage vow is when an innocent mate chooses not to forgive an adulterous partner. (Matt. 19:9; Heb. 13:4) What, then, about separating from one’s marriage mate? The Bible is clear on this too. (Read 1 Corinthians 7:10, 11.) The Bible does not set out grounds for marital separation. However, some married Christians have viewed certain situations as a reason for separation, such as the extreme endangerment of one’s life or spirituality by an abusive or apostate spouse.
17 When individuals approach congregation elders for advice about marital problems, the elders do well to ask whether the couple have recently watched the video What Is True Love? and studied together the brochure Your Family Can Be Happy. Why? Because these tools highlight the godly principles that have helped many to strengthen their marriage. One couple said: “Since we have been studying this brochure, our marriage has been happier than ever.” A wife said of her 22-year-long marriage that was at the point of a breakup: “We are both baptized, but we were on two different pages emotionally. The video came right on time! We are doing much better now as a couple.” Are you married? By all means, apply Jehovah’s principles in your marriage. Doing so will help you to live up to your marriage vow​—happily!
THE VOW OF SPECIAL FULL-TIME SERVANTS
18 Did you realize what else Jephthah and Hannah had in common? Their respective vows resulted in Jephthah’s daughter and Hannah’s son being devoted to special, sacred service at the tabernacle. That meant a most satisfying way of life. Today, many Christian parents have encouraged their children to take up the full-time ministry and to center their lives on their service to God. Those who have done so are worthy of sincere commendation.​—Judg. 11:40; Ps. 110:3.
19 Currently, there are some 67,000 members of the Worldwide Order of Special Full-Time Servants of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Some perform Bethel service, others engage in construction or in circuit work, serve as field instructors or special pioneers or missionaries or as Assembly Hall or Bible school facility servants. They are all bound by a “Vow of Obedience and Poverty,” with which they agree to do whatever is assigned to them in the advancement of Kingdom interests, to live a simple lifestyle, and to abstain from secular employment without permission. It is not the people but their assignments that are viewed as special. They realize the seriousness of humbly living up to their solemn vow for as long as they remain in special full-time service.



^ ***w20 March p. 13 Are You Ready to Get Baptized?***
20 Stay close to your congregation. As a baptized Christian, you are now part of an “association of brothers.” (1 Pet. 2:17) Your brothers and sisters in the congregation are your spiritual family. By regularly attending the meetings, you will strengthen your bond with them. Read God’s Word and meditate on it every day. (Ps. 1:1, 2) After reading a portion of the Bible, take some time to think deeply about what you have read. Then the words will reach your heart. “Pray continually.” (Matt. 26:41) Your sincere prayers will draw you closer to Jehovah. “Keep on . . . seeking first the Kingdom.” (Matt. 6:33) You can do that by making the preaching work a priority in your life. By sharing regularly in the ministry, you will keep your faith strong, and you may help others to get on the road to everlasting life.​—1 Tim. 4:16.
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