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November 6-12

JOB 13-14





	Song 151 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“If a Man Dies, Can He Live Again?”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 13:12​—Why did Job liken the sayings of his false comforters to “proverbs of ashes”? (it-1 191)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 13:1-28 (th study 12)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Initial Call: The Bible​—2Ti 3:16, 17. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (th study 2)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff section 1 review questions 1-5 (th study 19)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 127



	“Set Something Aside”: (15 min.) Discussion and video. To be handled by an elder. Commend the congregation for setting aside funds to support Kingdom interests.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 1 ¶16-21



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 76 and Prayer













^ (Job 13:1-14:22) “Yes, my eye has seen all of this, My ear has heard and understood it.  2 What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you.  3 For my part, I would rather speak to the Almighty himself; I desire to argue my case with God.  4 But you are smearing me with lies; All of you are useless physicians.  5 If only you would keep absolutely silent, That would show wisdom on your part.  6 Listen, please, to my arguments, And pay attention to the pleadings of my lips.  7 Will you speak unjustly on God’s behalf, And will you speak deceitfully for him?  8 Will you take his side,* Will you try to plead the case of the true God?  9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Will you fool him as you would a mortal man? 10 He will surely rebuke you If you secretly try to show favoritism. 11 Will not his very dignity terrify you And the dread of him fall upon you? 12 Your wise* sayings are proverbs of ashes; Your defenses* are as fragile as defenses of clay. 13 Keep silent before me, so that I may speak. Then let whatever may come upon me come! 14 Why do I put myself in danger* And take my life* in my hands? 15 Though he may slay me, I would still wait; I would argue my case* before his face. 16 He would then become my salvation, For no godless person* may come in before him. 17 Listen closely to my word; Pay attention to my declaration. 18 See, now, I have prepared my legal case; I know I am in the right. 19 Who will contend with me? I would die if I were to stay silent!* 20 Only grant two things to me, O God,* So that I will not conceal myself from before you: 21 Remove your heavy hand far away from me, And do not let the fear of you terrify me. 22 Either call and I will answer, Or let me speak, and you answer me. 23 What are my errors and sins? Reveal to me my transgression and my sin. 24 Why do you hide your face And consider me your enemy? 25 Will you try to frighten a windblown leaf Or chase after dry stubble? 26 For you keep recording bitter accusations against me, And you make me answer for the sins of my youth. 27 You have put my feet in stocks, You scrutinize all my paths, And you trace out each of my footprints. 28 So man* decays like something rotten, Like a garment eaten by moths. 
14 “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.  3 Yes, you have fixed your eye upon him, And you bring him* into judgment with yourself.  4 Who can produce someone clean from someone unclean? No one can!  5 If his days are decided, The number of his months is with you; You have set a limit for him that he may not go beyond.  6 Turn your gaze away from him so that he may rest, Until, like a hired worker, he finishes out his day.  7 For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.  8 If its root grows old in the ground And its stump dies in the soil,  9 At the scent of water it will sprout; And it will produce branches like a new plant. 10 But a man dies and lies powerless; When a human expires, where is he? 11 Waters disappear from the sea, And a river drains away and dries up. 12 Man also lies down and does not get up. Until heaven is no more, they will not wake up, Nor will they be aroused from their sleep. 13 O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands. 16 But for now, you keep counting my every step; You watch only for my sin. 17 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, And you seal up my error with glue. 18 As a mountain falls and crumbles away And a rock is dislodged from its place, 19 As water wears away stones And its torrents wash away earth’s soil, So you have destroyed the hope of mortal man. 20 You keep overpowering him until he perishes; You change his appearance, and you send him away. 21 His sons are honored, but he does not know it; They become insignificant, but he does not realize it. 22 He feels pain only while he is still in his flesh; He* mourns only while he is still alive.”

Or “show partiality toward him.”
Or “memorable.”
Lit., “shield bosses.”
Lit., “Why do I carry my flesh in my teeth?”
Or “soul.”
Or “defend my ways.”
Or “no apostate.”
Or possibly, “If someone can, I will stay silent and die.”
Lit., “Only two things, do not do to me.”
Lit., “he,” possibly referring to Job.
Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”
Lit., “me.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”
Or “His soul.”


^ (Job 13:12) Your wise* sayings are proverbs of ashes; Your defenses* are as fragile as defenses of clay.

Or “memorable.”
Lit., “shield bosses.”


^ (Job 13:1-28) “Yes, my eye has seen all of this, My ear has heard and understood it.  2 What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you.  3 For my part, I would rather speak to the Almighty himself; I desire to argue my case with God.  4 But you are smearing me with lies; All of you are useless physicians.  5 If only you would keep absolutely silent, That would show wisdom on your part.  6 Listen, please, to my arguments, And pay attention to the pleadings of my lips.  7 Will you speak unjustly on God’s behalf, And will you speak deceitfully for him?  8 Will you take his side,* Will you try to plead the case of the true God?  9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Will you fool him as you would a mortal man? 10 He will surely rebuke you If you secretly try to show favoritism. 11 Will not his very dignity terrify you And the dread of him fall upon you? 12 Your wise* sayings are proverbs of ashes; Your defenses* are as fragile as defenses of clay. 13 Keep silent before me, so that I may speak. Then let whatever may come upon me come! 14 Why do I put myself in danger* And take my life* in my hands? 15 Though he may slay me, I would still wait; I would argue my case* before his face. 16 He would then become my salvation, For no godless person* may come in before him. 17 Listen closely to my word; Pay attention to my declaration. 18 See, now, I have prepared my legal case; I know I am in the right. 19 Who will contend with me? I would die if I were to stay silent!* 20 Only grant two things to me, O God,* So that I will not conceal myself from before you: 21 Remove your heavy hand far away from me, And do not let the fear of you terrify me. 22 Either call and I will answer, Or let me speak, and you answer me. 23 What are my errors and sins? Reveal to me my transgression and my sin. 24 Why do you hide your face And consider me your enemy? 25 Will you try to frighten a windblown leaf Or chase after dry stubble? 26 For you keep recording bitter accusations against me, And you make me answer for the sins of my youth. 27 You have put my feet in stocks, You scrutinize all my paths, And you trace out each of my footprints. 28 So man* decays like something rotten, Like a garment eaten by moths.

Or “show partiality toward him.”
Or “memorable.”
Lit., “shield bosses.”
Lit., “Why do I carry my flesh in my teeth?”
Or “soul.”
Or “defend my ways.”
Or “no apostate.”
Or possibly, “If someone can, I will stay silent and die.”
Lit., “Only two things, do not do to me.”
Lit., “he,” possibly referring to Job.







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

“If a Man Dies, Can He Live Again?”






Humans are powerless to prevent death or restore life (Job 14:1, 2, 4, 10; w99 10/15 3 ¶1-3)

The dead can live again (Job 14:7-9; w15 4/15 32 ¶1-2)

Not only does Jehovah have the ability to resurrect his servants but he also has a longing to do so (Job 14:14, 15; w11 3/1 22 ¶5)



[image: Collage: 1. A sprouting tree stump. 2. A mother embraces her resurrected daughter in Paradise.]



FOR MEDITATION: Why does Jehovah long to resurrect his loyal servants? How does this make you feel about Jehovah?









^ (Job 14:1, 2) “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.

Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”


^ (Job 14:4) Who can produce someone clean from someone unclean? No one can!



^ (Job 14:10) But a man dies and lies powerless; When a human expires, where is he?



^ (Job 14:7-9) For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.  8 If its root grows old in the ground And its stump dies in the soil,  9 At the scent of water it will sprout; And it will produce branches like a new plant.



^ (Job 14:14, 15) If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”









[image: An older sister putting a donation into a contribution box at the Kingdom Hall. Collage: 1. Brothers and sisters assist with a construction project. 2. A JW Broadcasting® program. 3. Brothers and sisters unload relief supplies from a truck.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

“Set Something Aside”






We should not leave voluntary donations to chance. Instead, as the apostle Paul recommended, we should regularly “set something aside.” (1Co 16:2) Following this inspired advice helps us to advance pure worship and brings us joy. No matter how insignificant our personal donations may seem to us, Jehovah greatly appreciates the fact that we want to honor him with our valuable things.​—Pr 3:9.

WATCH THE VIDEO THANK YOU FOR SETTING SOMETHING ASIDE, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What benefits come from planning our financial contributions?


Your answer





	  How have some chosen to “set something aside”?


Your answer













LEARN MORE ONLINE




[image: The “Donations” icon, which shows a hand holding a coin.]



How can you make voluntary donations to support the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses? Click on the “Donations” icon at the bottom of the home page in the JW Library® app. In many countries, you will find an FAQ tab that links to a document entitled Donations to Jehovah’s Witnesses​—Frequently Asked Questions.







^ (1 Cor. 16:2) On the first day of every week, each of you should set something aside according to his own means, so that collections will not take place when I arrive.



^ (Prov. 3:9) Honor Jehovah with your valuable things, With the firstfruits* of all your produce;*

Or “very best.”
Or “income.”







November 13-19

JOB 15-17





	Song 90 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Eliphaz Demonstrates How Not to Give Comfort”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 16:22​—Does Job’s statement indicate that he did not believe in the resurrection? (w06 3/15 14 ¶11)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 17:1-16 (th study 12)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Return Visit: The Bible​—Job 26:7. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Return Visit: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our Bible study program, and leave a Bible course contact card. (th study 11)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff section 1 review questions 6-10 (th study 8)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 96



	Local Needs: (15 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 2 ¶1-7 and intro to section 1



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 118 and Prayer













^ (Job 15:1-17:16) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Will a wise person answer with empty arguments,* Or will he fill his belly with the east wind?  3 Reproving with mere words is useless, And talk alone is of no benefit.  4 For you undermine the fear of God, And you diminish any concern for God.  5 For your error dictates what you say,* And you choose crafty speech.  6 Your own mouth condemns you, and not I; Your own lips testify against you.  7 Were you the first man ever born, Or was your birth before that of the hills?  8 Do you listen to the confidential talk of God, Or do you limit wisdom to yourself?  9 What do you know that we do not know? What do you understand that we do not? 10 Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us, Men much older than your father. 11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, Or words spoken gently to you? 12 Why does your heart carry you away, And why do your eyes flash with anger? 13 For you turn your spirit against God himself, And you allow such words to go out of your own mouth. 14 What is mortal man that he should be pure, Or anyone born of a woman that he should be righteous? 15 Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes. 16 How much less so when a person is detestable and corrupt, A man who drinks in unrighteousness just like water! 17 I will inform you; listen to me! I will relate what I have seen, 18 What wise men have related from their fathers, Things they have not hidden. 19 To them alone the land was given, And no stranger passed among them. 20 A wicked person suffers torment all his days, Throughout all the years reserved for the tyrant. 21 Terrifying sounds are in his ears; In a time of peace, marauders attack him. 22 He does not believe that he will escape from darkness; He is reserved for a sword. 23 He wanders about in search of food*—where is it? He well knows that the day of darkness is at hand. 24 Distress and anguish keep terrifying him; They overpower him like a king ready to launch an attack. 25 For he raises his hand against God himself And tries to defy* the Almighty; 26 He stubbornly rushes against Him, With his thick, strong shield;* 27 His face is covered with fat, And his hips bulge with fat; 28 He resides in cities that will be brought to ruin, In houses where no one will dwell, Which will become heaps of stones. 29 He will not grow rich, and his wealth will not accumulate, Nor will his possessions spread over the land. 30 He will not escape from darkness; A flame will dry up his twig,* And he will pass away by a blast of God’s* mouth. 31 He should not go astray and trust in what is worthless, For what he gets in exchange will be worthless; 32 It will happen before his day, And his branches will never flourish. 33 He will be like a vine that shakes off its unripe grapes, And like an olive tree that casts off its blossoms. 34 For the assembly of godless ones* is sterile, And fire will consume the tents of bribery. 35 They conceive trouble and give birth to what is wicked, And their womb produces deceit.” 
16 Job said in reply:  2 “I have heard many things like these before. All of you are troublesome comforters!  3 Is there an end to empty* words? What provokes you to answer this way?  4 I could also speak as you do. If you were in my place,* I could make persuasive speeches against you And shake my head at you.  5 Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.  6 If I speak, my own pain is not relieved, And if I stop speaking, how much is my pain reduced?  7 But now he has made me weary; He has devastated my whole household.*  8 You also seize me, and it has become a witness, So that my own skinniness rises up and testifies to my face.  9 His anger has torn me to pieces, and he harbors animosity against me. He grinds his teeth against me. My adversary pierces me with his eyes. 10 They have opened their mouth wide against me, And they have scornfully struck my cheeks; In large numbers they gather against me. 11 God hands me over to young boys, And he thrusts me into the hands of the wicked. 12 I was untroubled, but he shattered me; He grabbed me by the back of the neck and crushed me; Then he set me up as his target. 13 His archers surround me; He pierces my kidneys and feels no compassion; He pours out my gall on the earth. 14 He breaks through against me with breach after breach; He rushes at me like a warrior. 15 I have sewn sackcloth together to cover my skin, And I have buried my dignity* in the dust. 16 My face is red from weeping, And on my eyelids is deep shadow,* 17 Although my hands have done no violence And my prayer is pure. 18 O earth, do not cover my blood! And let there be no resting-place for my outcry! 19 Even now, my witness is in the heavens; The one who can testify for me is in the heights. 20 My companions ridicule me As my eye sheds tears* to God. 21 Let someone arbitrate between a man and God, As one would between a man and his fellow. 22 For the years to come are few, And I will go away on the path of no return. 
17 “My spirit has been broken, my days have been extinguished; The graveyard awaits me.  2 Mockers surround me, And my eye must gaze at* their rebellious behavior.  3 Please accept my security, and keep it with you. Who else will shake hands with me and pledge in my behalf?  4 For you have concealed discernment from their heart; That is why you do not exalt them.  5 He may offer to share with his friends, While the eyes of his children fail.  6 He has made me an object of scorn* among the peoples, So that I became one in whose face they spit.  7 From anguish my eyes grow dim, And all my limbs are but a shadow.  8 Upright people stare in amazement at this, And the innocent one is disturbed over the godless.*  9 The righteous one keeps holding fast to his way, And the one with clean hands grows stronger. 10 However, you may all come and resume your arguing, For I have not found anyone wise among you. 11 My days are finished; My plans, the desires of my heart, have been shattered. 12 They keep turning night into day, Saying, ‘Light must be near because it is dark.’ 13 If I wait, the Grave* will become my home; I will spread out my bed in darkness. 14 I will call out to the pit,* ‘You are my father!’ To the maggot, ‘My mother and my sister!’ 15 Where, then, is my hope? Who can see hope for me? 16 It* will go down to the barred gates of the Grave* When we all descend together into the dust.”

Or “with blustery knowledge.”
Or “your error trains your mouth.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “tries to prevail against.”
Lit., “his thick shield bosses.”
That is, any hope of recovery.
Lit., “his.”
Or “of apostates.”
Or “blustery.”
Or “If your soul were in place of my soul.”
Or “those assembling with me.”
Or “strength.” Lit., “horn.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Or possibly, “looks sleeplessly.”
Or “dwell on.”
Lit., “a proverb; a byword.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”
That is, my hope.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Job 16:22) For the years to come are few, And I will go away on the path of no return.



^ (Job 17:1-16) “My spirit has been broken, my days have been extinguished; The graveyard awaits me.  2 Mockers surround me, And my eye must gaze at* their rebellious behavior.  3 Please accept my security, and keep it with you. Who else will shake hands with me and pledge in my behalf?  4 For you have concealed discernment from their heart; That is why you do not exalt them.  5 He may offer to share with his friends, While the eyes of his children fail.  6 He has made me an object of scorn* among the peoples, So that I became one in whose face they spit.  7 From anguish my eyes grow dim, And all my limbs are but a shadow.  8 Upright people stare in amazement at this, And the innocent one is disturbed over the godless.*  9 The righteous one keeps holding fast to his way, And the one with clean hands grows stronger. 10 However, you may all come and resume your arguing, For I have not found anyone wise among you. 11 My days are finished; My plans, the desires of my heart, have been shattered. 12 They keep turning night into day, Saying, ‘Light must be near because it is dark.’ 13 If I wait, the Grave* will become my home; I will spread out my bed in darkness. 14 I will call out to the pit,* ‘You are my father!’ To the maggot, ‘My mother and my sister!’ 15 Where, then, is my hope? Who can see hope for me? 16 It* will go down to the barred gates of the Grave* When we all descend together into the dust.”

Or “dwell on.”
Lit., “a proverb; a byword.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”
That is, my hope.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Eliphaz Demonstrates How Not to Give Comfort






Eliphaz told Job that humans could never please God (Job 15:14-16; w05 9/15 26 ¶4-5)

Eliphaz implied that Job was wicked and that this was why he was suffering (Job 15:20)

Eliphaz’ words did not comfort Job (Job 16:1, 2)



[image: Eliphaz pointing an accusing finger at Job, who is covered in boils, while two other false comforters observe.]



What Eliphaz said to Job was a lie. Jehovah values our efforts to serve him. (Ps 149:4) Even the righteous can expect to experience problems.​—Ps 34:19.

FOR MEDITATION: How can we “speak consolingly to those who are depressed”?​—1Th 5:14; w15 2/15 9 ¶16.









^ (Job 15:14-16) What is mortal man that he should be pure, Or anyone born of a woman that he should be righteous? 15 Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes. 16 How much less so when a person is detestable and corrupt, A man who drinks in unrighteousness just like water!



^ (Job 15:20) A wicked person suffers torment all his days, Throughout all the years reserved for the tyrant.



^ (Job 16:1, 2) Job said in reply:  2 “I have heard many things like these before. All of you are troublesome comforters!



^ (Ps. 149:4) For Jehovah takes pleasure in his people. He adorns the meek with salvation.



^ (Ps. 34:19) Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all.

Or “calamities.”


^ (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.








November 20-26

JOB 18-19





	Song 44 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Never Abandon Your Fellow Worshippers”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 19:1, 2​—What lesson can we learn from Job’s reaction to the uncompassionate words of his “friends”? (w94 10/1 32)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 18:1-21 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 12)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Invite the person to a meeting, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 3)



	Talk: (5 min.) w20.10 17 ¶10-11​—Theme: Encourage Students to Make Friends in the Congregation. (th study 20)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 90



	Become Jehovah’s Friend​—Help Others: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then, if possible, ask selected children: How can children help others?


Your answer



What would you like to do to help others?


Your answer





	“An Arrangement to Comfort Those at Bethel”: (10 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 2 ¶8-15



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 63 and Prayer













^ (Job 18:1-19:29) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “How long before you stop making such speeches? Show some understanding so that we may then speak.  3 Why should we be viewed as animals And be considered stupid* in your eyes?  4 Even if you tear yourself* to pieces in your anger, Will the earth be abandoned for your sake, Or will the rock move away from its place?  5 Yes, the light of the wicked will be extinguished, And the flame of his fire will not shine.  6 The light in his tent will certainly grow dark, And the lamp over him will be extinguished.  7 His vigorous stride is shortened, And his own counsel will make him fall.  8 For his feet will lead him into a net, And he will wander onto its mesh.  9 A trap will seize him by the heel; A snare will catch him. 10 A rope is hidden for him on the ground, And a trap lies in his path. 11 Terrors frighten him on all sides And chase him at his feet. 12 His strength fails him, And disaster will make him stagger.* 13 His skin is eaten away; The most deadly disease* consumes his limbs. 14 He is torn away from the security of his tent And marched to the king of terrors.* 15 Strangers* will live in his tent; Sulfur will be scattered on his home. 16 His roots will dry up beneath him, And his branches will wither above him. 17 The memory of him will fade from the earth, And in the street his name will be unknown.* 18 He will be driven from the light into the darkness And chased away from the productive land. 19 He will have no offspring and no descendants among his people, And he will be without a survivor in the place where he lives.* 20 When his day comes, the people in the West will be appalled And the people in the East will be seized with horror. 21 This is what happens to the tents of a wrongdoer And to the place of the one who has not known God.” 
19 Job said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?  3 These ten times you have rebuked* me; You are not ashamed to deal harshly with me.  4 And if indeed I made a mistake, My error remains with me.  5 If you insist on exalting yourselves over me, Claiming that the reproach against me is justified,  6 Know, then, that it is God who has misled me, And he has caught me in his hunting net.  7 Look! I keep crying out, ‘Violence!’ but I get no answer; I keep crying for help, but there is no justice.  8 My path he has blocked with a stone wall, and I cannot pass by; He has covered my roadways with darkness.  9 He has stripped me of my glory And removed the crown from my head. 10 He breaks me down on all sides until I perish; My hope he uproots like a tree. 11 His anger burns against me, And he views me as his enemy. 12 His troops come together and besiege me, And they camp around my tent. 13 My own brothers he has driven far away from me, And those who know me have turned away from me. 14 My close companions* are gone, And those whom I knew well have forgotten me. 15 Guests in my house and my slave girls consider me a stranger; I am a foreigner in their eyes. 16 I call for my servant, but he does not respond; With my mouth I beg him for compassion. 17 My very breath has become loathsome to my wife, And I am a stench to my own brothers.* 18 Even young children despise me; When I rise up, they begin jeering at me. 19 All my close friends detest me, And those whom I loved have turned against me. 20 My bones stick to my skin and my flesh, And I escape with the skin of my teeth. 21 Show me mercy, my companions, show me mercy, For God’s own hand has touched me. 22 Why do you keep persecuting me as God does, Attacking me without letup?* 23 If only my words were written down, If only they could be inscribed in a book! 24 O that they were carved forever in the rock, With an iron stylus and lead! 25 For I well know that my redeemer* is alive; He will come later and rise up over the earth.* 26 After my skin has thus been destroyed, While yet in my flesh, I will see God, 27 Whom I will see for myself, Whom my own eyes will see, not someone else’s. But deep inside I feel overwhelmed!* 28 For you say, ‘In what way are we persecuting him?’ Since the root of the problem is with me. 29 Be in fear of the sword yourselves, For the sword brings punishment against errors; You should know that there is a judge.”

Or possibly, “unclean.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “limp.”
Lit., “The firstborn of death.”
Or “a terrible death.”
Lit., “Something not his.”
Lit., “he will have no name.”
Or “the place of his temporary residence.”
Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.
Or “insulted.”
Or “My relatives.”
Lit., “the sons of my womb,” that is, the womb that bore me (my mother’s womb).
Lit., “And not be satisfied with my flesh?”
Or “repurchaser.”
Lit., “over (upon) the dust.”
Or “My kidneys have failed within me.”


^ (Job 19:1, 2) Job said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ (Job 18:1-21) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “How long before you stop making such speeches? Show some understanding so that we may then speak.  3 Why should we be viewed as animals And be considered stupid* in your eyes?  4 Even if you tear yourself* to pieces in your anger, Will the earth be abandoned for your sake, Or will the rock move away from its place?  5 Yes, the light of the wicked will be extinguished, And the flame of his fire will not shine.  6 The light in his tent will certainly grow dark, And the lamp over him will be extinguished.  7 His vigorous stride is shortened, And his own counsel will make him fall.  8 For his feet will lead him into a net, And he will wander onto its mesh.  9 A trap will seize him by the heel; A snare will catch him. 10 A rope is hidden for him on the ground, And a trap lies in his path. 11 Terrors frighten him on all sides And chase him at his feet. 12 His strength fails him, And disaster will make him stagger.* 13 His skin is eaten away; The most deadly disease* consumes his limbs. 14 He is torn away from the security of his tent And marched to the king of terrors.* 15 Strangers* will live in his tent; Sulfur will be scattered on his home. 16 His roots will dry up beneath him, And his branches will wither above him. 17 The memory of him will fade from the earth, And in the street his name will be unknown.* 18 He will be driven from the light into the darkness And chased away from the productive land. 19 He will have no offspring and no descendants among his people, And he will be without a survivor in the place where he lives.* 20 When his day comes, the people in the West will be appalled And the people in the East will be seized with horror. 21 This is what happens to the tents of a wrongdoer And to the place of the one who has not known God.”

Or possibly, “unclean.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “limp.”
Lit., “The firstborn of death.”
Or “a terrible death.”
Lit., “Something not his.”
Lit., “he will have no name.”
Or “the place of his temporary residence.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Never Abandon Your Fellow Worshippers






Job’s relatives stopped associating with him (Job 19:13)

Young children and Job’s servants stopped showing him respect (Job 19:16, 18)

Job’s close friends turned against him (Job 19:19)



[image: A couple helping a sister in need. The wife listens empathetically to the sister while her husband repairs the sister’s kitchen sink.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘How can I continue to show love for a fellow worshipper who is in a distressing situation?’​—Pr 17:17; w22.01 16 ¶9; w21.09 30 ¶16; w90 9/1 22 ¶20.









^ (Job 19:13) My own brothers he has driven far away from me, And those who know me have turned away from me.



^ (Job 19:16) I call for my servant, but he does not respond; With my mouth I beg him for compassion.



^ (Job 19:18) Even young children despise me; When I rise up, they begin jeering at me.



^ (Job 19:19) All my close friends detest me, And those whom I loved have turned against me.



^ (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

An Arrangement to Comfort Those at Bethel






Everyone experiences trials and needs comfort and support. Even those who are spiritually strong or who have outstanding privileges of service can become discouraged. (Job 3:1-3; Ps 34:19) What can we learn from the arrangement to shepherd members of the Bethel family?

WATCH THE VIDEO “TRUST IN GOD,” AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What challenges do members of the Bethel family face?


Your answer





	  What four things are done to comfort them?


Your answer





	  How have the brothers giving comfort been affected?


Your answer















^ (Job 3:1-3) It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’

Lit., “curse his day.”


^ (Ps. 34:19) Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all.

Or “calamities.”







November 27–December 3

JOB 20-21





	Song 38 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Righteousness Is Not Defined by Wealth”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 20:2​—How can the elders help those contending with “troubling thoughts”? (w95 1/1 9 ¶19)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 20:1-22 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (2 min.) Use the sample conversation topic. (th study 1)



	Return Visit: (5 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure, and demonstrate a Bible study. (th study 6)



	Talk: (5 min.) g 5/09 12-13​—Theme: Does God Want You to Be Rich? (th study 17)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 136



	“Be ‘Content With the Present Things’”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 2 ¶16-23



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 103 and Prayer













^ (Job 20:1-21:34) Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “This is why my own troubling thoughts urge me to answer Because of the agitation I feel.  3 I have heard a reproof that insults me; And my understanding* impels me to reply.  4 Surely you must have always known this, For it has been so since man* was put on the earth,  5 That the joyful cry of the wicked is brief And the rejoicing of the godless one* is for a moment.  6 Although his greatness ascends to heaven And his head reaches to the clouds,  7 He will perish forever like his own dung; Those who used to see him will say, ‘Where is he?’  8 He will fly off like a dream, and they will not find him; He will be chased away like a vision of the night.  9 The eye that once saw him will not do so again, And his place will behold him no more. 10 His own children will seek the favor of the poor, And his own hands will give back his wealth. 11 His bones were full of youthful vigor, But it* will lie down with him in mere dust. 12 If what is bad tastes sweet in his mouth, If he hides it under his tongue, 13 If he savors it and does not let it go But keeps holding it in his mouth, 14 His food will turn sour inside him; It will become like the poison* of cobras within him. 15 He has swallowed down wealth, but he will vomit it up; God will empty it out of his belly. 16 The venom of cobras he will suck; The fangs* of a viper will kill him. 17 He will never see the streams of water, The torrents of honey and butter. 18 He will give back his goods without consuming them;* He will not enjoy the wealth from his trade. 19 For he has crushed and abandoned the poor; He has seized a house that he did not build. 20 But he will feel no peace within himself; His wealth will not help him escape. 21 There is nothing left for him to devour; That is why his prosperity will not last. 22 When his wealth reaches its peak, anxiety will overtake him; The full force of misfortune will come against him. 23 As he fills his belly, God* will send his burning anger upon him, Raining it down upon him into his bowels. 24 When he flees from weapons of iron, Arrows from a copper bow will pierce him. 25 He pulls an arrow from his back, A glittering weapon from his gall, And terror seizes him. 26 Total darkness awaits his treasures; A fire that no one fanned will consume him; Calamity awaits any survivors in his tent. 27 Heaven will uncover his error; The earth will rise up against him. 28 A flood will sweep his house away; It will be a heavy torrent on the day of God’s* anger. 29 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that God has decreed for him.” 
21 Job said in reply:  2 “Listen carefully to what I say; Let this be the consolation you give me.  3 Bear with me while I speak; After I speak, you may then mock me.  4 Is my complaint directed toward a man? If it were, would I* not lose patience?  5 Look at me and stare in amazement; Put your hand over your mouth.  6 When I think about it, I am disturbed, And my whole body shudders.  7 Why do the wicked live on, Grow old, and become wealthy?*  8 Their children are always in their presence, And they get to see their descendants.  9 Their houses are secure, they are free from fear, And God does not punish them with his rod. 10 Their bulls breed without failure; Their cows give birth and do not miscarry. 11 Their boys run outside just like a flock, And their children skip about. 12 They sing accompanied by tambourine and harp And rejoice at the sound of the flute.* 13 They spend their days in contentment And go down peacefully* to the Grave.* 14 But they say to the true God, ‘Leave us alone! We have no desire to know your ways. 15 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve him? What would we gain by being acquainted with him?’ 16 But I know that they do not control their own prosperity. The thinking* of the wicked is far from me. 17 How often is the lamp of the wicked extinguished? How often does disaster come upon them? How often does God deal out destruction to them in his anger? 18 Do they ever become like straw before the wind And like chaff that a storm wind carries away? 19 God will store up a man’s punishment for his own sons. But may God repay him so that he will know it. 20 May his own eyes see his ruin, And may he be the one to drink from the rage of the Almighty. 21 For what does he care about what happens to his house after him If the number of his months is cut short?* 22 Can anyone teach knowledge to God,* When He is the one who judges even the highest ones? 23 One man dies in his full vigor When he is completely carefree and at ease, 24 When his thighs are padded with fat And his bones are strong.* 25 But another man dies deeply distressed,* Never having tasted good things. 26 Together they will lie down in the dust, And maggots will cover both of them. 27 Look! I know exactly what you are thinking And the schemes you devise to wrong me.* 28 For you say, ‘Where is the house of the prominent man, And where is the tent in which the wicked one lived?’ 29 Have you not questioned travelers? Do you not carefully study their observations,* 30 That an evil person is spared on the day of disaster And rescued on the day of fury? 31 Who will confront him about his way, And who will repay him for what he has done? 32 When he is carried to the graveyard, A vigil will be kept over his tomb. 33 The clods of earth of the valley* will be sweet to him, And all mankind follows after him* Like the countless number before him. 34 So why offer me meaningless comfort? There is nothing but deceit in your answers!”

Lit., “a spirit from my understanding.”
Or “mankind; Adam.”
Or “the apostate.”
That is, his vigor.
Or “gall.”
Lit., “tongue.”
Lit., “and he will not swallow.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “his.”
Lit., “my spirit.”
Or “powerful.”
Or “pipe.”
Or “in a moment,” that is, a quick and painless death.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “advice; scheming.”
Or “cut in two.”
Or “teach God anything.”
Lit., “the marrow of his bones is moist.”
Or “with a bitter soul.”
Or possibly, “to act violently against me.”
Lit., “signs.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “And he will drag all mankind after him.”


^ (Job 20:2) “This is why my own troubling thoughts urge me to answer Because of the agitation I feel.



^ (Job 20:1-22) Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “This is why my own troubling thoughts urge me to answer Because of the agitation I feel.  3 I have heard a reproof that insults me; And my understanding* impels me to reply.  4 Surely you must have always known this, For it has been so since man* was put on the earth,  5 That the joyful cry of the wicked is brief And the rejoicing of the godless one* is for a moment.  6 Although his greatness ascends to heaven And his head reaches to the clouds,  7 He will perish forever like his own dung; Those who used to see him will say, ‘Where is he?’  8 He will fly off like a dream, and they will not find him; He will be chased away like a vision of the night.  9 The eye that once saw him will not do so again, And his place will behold him no more. 10 His own children will seek the favor of the poor, And his own hands will give back his wealth. 11 His bones were full of youthful vigor, But it* will lie down with him in mere dust. 12 If what is bad tastes sweet in his mouth, If he hides it under his tongue, 13 If he savors it and does not let it go But keeps holding it in his mouth, 14 His food will turn sour inside him; It will become like the poison* of cobras within him. 15 He has swallowed down wealth, but he will vomit it up; God will empty it out of his belly. 16 The venom of cobras he will suck; The fangs* of a viper will kill him. 17 He will never see the streams of water, The torrents of honey and butter. 18 He will give back his goods without consuming them;* He will not enjoy the wealth from his trade. 19 For he has crushed and abandoned the poor; He has seized a house that he did not build. 20 But he will feel no peace within himself; His wealth will not help him escape. 21 There is nothing left for him to devour; That is why his prosperity will not last. 22 When his wealth reaches its peak, anxiety will overtake him; The full force of misfortune will come against him.

Lit., “a spirit from my understanding.”
Or “mankind; Adam.”
Or “the apostate.”
That is, his vigor.
Or “gall.”
Lit., “tongue.”
Lit., “and he will not swallow.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Righteousness Is Not Defined by Wealth






Zophar contended that God removes the wealth of the wicked, implying that Job must have sinned (Job 20:5, 10, 15)

Job countered: ‘Then why do the wicked prosper?’ (Job 21:7-9)

Jesus’ example proves that the righteous may not have material wealth (Lu 9:58)



[image: A brother reading a scripture to a family outside their modest home. The father follows along in his Bible while the mother and young son listen intently.]



FOR MEDITATION: Whether he is rich or poor, what is a righteous person’s priority?​—Lu 12:21; w07 8/1 29 ¶12.









^ (Job 20:5) That the joyful cry of the wicked is brief And the rejoicing of the godless one* is for a moment.

Or “the apostate.”


^ (Job 20:10) His own children will seek the favor of the poor, And his own hands will give back his wealth.



^ (Job 20:15) He has swallowed down wealth, but he will vomit it up; God will empty it out of his belly.



^ (Job 21:7-9) Why do the wicked live on, Grow old, and become wealthy?*  8 Their children are always in their presence, And they get to see their descendants.  9 Their houses are secure, they are free from fear, And God does not punish them with his rod.

Or “powerful.”


^ (Luke 9:58) But Jesus said to him: “Foxes have dens and birds of heaven have nests, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay down his head.”



^ (Luke 12:21) So it goes with the man who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich toward God.”








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Be “Content With the Present Things”






If we have little materially, we could be tempted to make compromises that could be damaging to our spirituality. For example, we may receive an opportunity to make a lot of money that comes at a spiritual cost. Meditating on Hebrews 13:5 will help us.

“Let your way of life be free of the love of money”

	Prayerfully examine your attitude toward money, and think about the example you are setting for your children.​—g 9/15 6.





“While you are content with the present things”

	Adjust your view of what you truly need.​—w16.07 7 ¶1-2.





“I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you”

	Trust that Jehovah will help you to obtain life’s necessities if you continue to put the Kingdom first.​—w14 4/15 21 ¶17.







[image: Collage: Scenes from the video “How Our Brothers Are Enjoying Peace Despite Economic Problems.” 1. Miguel kneads dough next to an outdoor oven. 2. He irons clothes. 3. He looks in a mirror and smiles as he gets ready to go to work at a hardware store.]



WATCH THE VIDEO HOW OUR BROTHERS ARE ENJOYING PEACE DESPITE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

What did you learn from the experience of Miguel Novoa?


Your answer











^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”








December 4-10

JOB 22-24





	Song 49 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Can a Man Be of Use to God?”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 23:13​—How can Jehovah’s example help us to reach spiritual goals? (w04 7/15 21-22)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 22:1-22 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our website, and leave a jw.org contact card. (th study 11)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video Why Study the Bible? (th study 2)



	Talk: (5 min.) w21.05 18-19 ¶17-20​—Theme: A Positive Attitude Helps Us Remain Useful to Jehovah. (th study 20)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 134



	“Parents​—Teach Your Young Ones How to Make God Rejoice”: (10 min.) Discussion and video.



	Local Needs: (5 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 3 ¶1-3, boxes on pp. 23, 24, 25, 26, and 27



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 25 and Prayer













^ (Job 22:1-24:25) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?  4 Will he punish you And enter into judgment with you for your reverence?  5 Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.  8 The land belongs to the powerful man, And the favored one dwells in it.  9 But you sent away widows empty-handed, And you crushed the arms of fatherless children.* 10 That is why you are surrounded by traps,* And sudden terrors frighten you; 11 That is why it is so dark that you cannot see, And a flood of water covers you. 12 Is not God in the heights of heaven? And see how high all the stars are. 13 But you have said: ‘What does God really know? Can he judge through thick gloom? 14 Clouds screen him off so that he does not see As he walks about on the vault* of heaven.’ 15 Will you follow the ancient path That wicked men have walked, 16 Men who have been snatched away* before their time, Whose foundation was washed away by a flood?* 17 They were saying to the true God: ‘Leave us alone!’ And ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’ 18 Yet, he is the One who filled their houses with good things. (Such wicked thinking is far from my own.) 19 The righteous will see this and rejoice, And the innocent will mock them and say: 20 ‘Our opponents have been destroyed, And a fire will consume what is left of them.’ 21 Get to know Him, and you will be at peace; Then good things will come your way. 22 Accept the law from his mouth, And keep his sayings in your heart. 23 If you return to the Almighty, you will be restored; If you remove unrighteousness from your tent, 24 If you would throw your gold* into the dust And the gold of Oʹphir into the rocky ravines,* 25 Then the Almighty will become your gold,* And he will be your choicest silver. 26 For then your delight will be in the Almighty, And you will lift up your face to God. 27 You will entreat him, and he will hear you; And your vows you will pay. 28 Whatever you decide to do will succeed, And light will shine upon your path. 29 For you will be humiliated when you speak arrogantly, But he will save the humble.* 30 He will rescue those who are innocent; So if your hands are clean, you will certainly be rescued.” 
23 Job said in reply:  2 “Even today I will complain stubbornly;* My strength is exhausted because of my sighing.  3 If only I knew where to find God! I would go to his place of dwelling.  4 I would present my case before him And fill my mouth with arguments;  5 I would learn how he would answer me And take note of what he says to me.  6 Would he contend with me using his great power? No, surely he would give me a hearing.  7 There the upright one could set matters straight with him, And I would be acquitted once and for all by my Judge.  8 But if I go east, he is not there; And I return and I cannot find him.  9 When he is working on the left, I cannot look upon him; Then he turns to the right, but I still do not see him. 10 But he knows the path I have taken. After he has tested me, I will come out as pure gold. 11 My feet have closely followed his footsteps; I have kept to his way without deviating. 12 I have not departed from the commandment of his lips. I have treasured up his sayings even more than what was required of me.* 13 When he is determined, who can resist him? When he* wants to do something, he does it. 14 For he will carry out completely what has been determined* for me, And he has many such things in store. 15 That is why I am anxious because of him; When I think about him, my fear grows. 16 God has made me fainthearted, And the Almighty has made me afraid. 17 But I have not yet been silenced by the darkness Nor by the gloom that has covered my face. 
24 “Why does the Almighty not set a time? Why do those who know him not see his day?*  2 People move boundary markers; They carry off flocks for their own pasture.  3 They drive away the donkey of fatherless children And seize the widow’s bull as security for a loan.*  4 They force the poor off the road; The helpless of the earth must hide from them.  5 The poor forage for food like wild donkeys in the wilderness; They seek food in the desert for their children.  6 They must harvest in another’s field* And glean from the vineyard of the wicked.  7 They spend the night naked, without clothing; They have no covering for the cold.  8 They are drenched by the mountain rains; They cling to the rocks for lack of shelter.  9 The fatherless child is snatched away from the breast; And the garments of the poor are taken as security for a loan, 10 Forcing them to go about naked, without clothing, And hungry, as they carry the sheaves of grain. 11 They toil among the terrace walls in the heat of the day;* They tread the winepresses, yet they go thirsty. 12 The dying keep groaning in the city; The fatally wounded* cry for help, But God does not regard this as improper.* 13 There are those who rebel against light; They do not recognize its ways, And they do not follow its paths. 14 The murderer rises at daybreak; He slays the helpless and the poor, While at night he engages in theft. 15 The eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight, Saying, ‘No one will see me!’ And he covers his face. 16 In the darkness they break into* houses; By day they shut themselves in. They are strangers to the light. 17 For morning is the same as deep darkness for them; They are familiar with the terrors of deep darkness. 18 But they are swiftly carried away by the waters.* Their portion of the land will be cursed. They will not return to their vineyards. 19 Just as drought and heat take away the melted snow, The Grave* takes away those who have sinned! 20 His mother* will forget him; the maggot will feast on him. He will be remembered no more. And unrighteousness will be broken just like a tree. 21 He preys on the barren woman, And mistreats the widow. 22 God* will use his strength to do away with the powerful; Though they may rise up, they have no assurance of life. 23 God* lets them become confident and secure, But his eyes are on everything they do.* 24 They are exalted for a little while, then they are no more. They are brought low and gathered like everyone else; They are cut off like heads of grain. 25 Now who can prove me a liar Or refute my word?”

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”
Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”
Or “of orphans.”
Lit., “bird traps.”
Or “circle.”
Or “whose lives were cut short.”
Lit., “river.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “wadis.”
Or “gold nuggets.”
Or “the one with downcast eyes.”
Or “my complaint is rebellious.”
Or “prescribed for me.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “prescribed.”
That is, his day of judgment.
Or “as a pledge.”
Or possibly, “harvest fodder in the field.”
Or possibly, “They press out oil among the terrace walls.”
Or “souls of the wounded.”
Or possibly, “God charges no one with wrong.”
Lit., “dig into.”
Lit., “He is swift on the surface of the waters.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “The womb.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “on their ways.”


^ (Job 23:13) When he is determined, who can resist him? When he* wants to do something, he does it.

Or “his soul.”


^ (Job 22:1-22) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?  4 Will he punish you And enter into judgment with you for your reverence?  5 Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.  8 The land belongs to the powerful man, And the favored one dwells in it.  9 But you sent away widows empty-handed, And you crushed the arms of fatherless children.* 10 That is why you are surrounded by traps,* And sudden terrors frighten you; 11 That is why it is so dark that you cannot see, And a flood of water covers you. 12 Is not God in the heights of heaven? And see how high all the stars are. 13 But you have said: ‘What does God really know? Can he judge through thick gloom? 14 Clouds screen him off so that he does not see As he walks about on the vault* of heaven.’ 15 Will you follow the ancient path That wicked men have walked, 16 Men who have been snatched away* before their time, Whose foundation was washed away by a flood?* 17 They were saying to the true God: ‘Leave us alone!’ And ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’ 18 Yet, he is the One who filled their houses with good things. (Such wicked thinking is far from my own.) 19 The righteous will see this and rejoice, And the innocent will mock them and say: 20 ‘Our opponents have been destroyed, And a fire will consume what is left of them.’ 21 Get to know Him, and you will be at peace; Then good things will come your way. 22 Accept the law from his mouth, And keep his sayings in your heart.

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”
Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”
Or “of orphans.”
Lit., “bird traps.”
Or “circle.”
Or “whose lives were cut short.”
Lit., “river.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

“Can a Man Be of Use to God?”






Eliphaz contended that God regards us as useless (Job 22:1, 2; w05 9/15 27 ¶1-3)

Eliphaz charged that God does not care if we are righteous (Job 22:3; w95 2/15 27 ¶6)

We can give Jehovah a basis to reply to his taunter, Satan (Pr 27:11; w03 4/15 14-15 ¶10-12)



[image: An elderly sister knocking on a door while in the ministry.]



FOR MEDITATION: How does it make you feel to know that you can be useful to the Almighty?









^ (Job 22:1, 2) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?



^ (Job 22:3) Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.










[image: Collage: Teaching tools for young ones. 1. Children of different ages look at the book “Listening to the Great Teacher.” 2. The book “Listening to the Great Teacher.” 3. A young girl holds her copy of the book “My Book of Bible Stories.” 4. Another young girl reads “My Book of Bible Stories.” 5. A teenage girl reads the book “Your Youth—Getting the Best out of It” at a convention. 6. A young boy colors a children’s picture activity from jw.org. 7. A picture from the brochure “My Bible Lessons.” 8. A scene with Caleb and Sophia from the video series “Become Jehovah’s Friend.” 9. The book “Lessons You Can Learn From the Bible.” A picture from the book shows Samson pushing two pillars with all his might.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Parents​—Teach Your Young Ones How to Make God Rejoice






Jehovah views young ones as very precious. He takes note of their spiritual progress and endurance. (1Sa 2:26; Lu 2:52) Even if they are very young, children can make Jehovah’s heart rejoice by their good conduct. (Pr 27:11) Through his organization, Jehovah has provided excellent tools to help parents teach their young ones to love and obey Jehovah.

WATCH THE VIDEO YOUNG ONES​—YOUR ENDURANCE MAKES JEHOVAH REJOICE! AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What help and guidance has Jehovah provided for young ones over the years?


Your answer





	  What current resources are available to help parents?


Your answer





	  If you are a young one, what has Jehovah provided that has benefited you, and why?


Your answer















^ (1 Sam. 2:26) Meanwhile, the boy Samuel kept growing in stature and in favor both with Jehovah and with the people.



^ (Luke 2:52) And Jesus went on progressing in wisdom and in physical growth and in favor with God and men.



^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.








December 11-17

JOB 25-27





	Song 34 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Integrity Does Not Require Perfection”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 26:14​—What does the little we know about creation move us to acknowledge about Jehovah? (w16.11 9 ¶3)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 25:1–26:14 (th study 12)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (2 min.) Use the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 1)



	Return Visit: (5 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Show the person how to find information on a topic of interest on jw.org. (th study 17)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 13 intro and points 1-3 (th study 15)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 45



	“Integrity and Our Thoughts”: (5 min.) Discussion.



	Organizational Accomplishments: (10 min.) Play the Organizational Accomplishments video for December.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 3 ¶4-11



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 57 and Prayer













^ (Job 25:1-27:23) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “Rulership and fearsome might are his; He establishes peace in heaven.*  3 Can his troops be numbered? Upon whom does his light not rise?  4 So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*  5 Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,  6 How much less so mortal man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm!” 
26 Job said in reply:  2 “How you have helped the one with no power! How you have saved the arm that has no strength!  3 What great advice you have given to the one lacking wisdom! How freely* you have revealed your practical wisdom!*  4 To whom are you trying to speak, And who inspired you to say such things?*  5 Those who are powerless in death tremble; They are even lower than the waters and their inhabitants.  6 The Grave* is naked in front of God,* And the place of destruction* lies uncovered.  7 He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;  8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds, So that the clouds do not burst under their weight;  9 He shuts off the view of his throne, Spreading out his cloud over it. 10 He marks out the horizon* on the surface of the waters; He makes a boundary between light and darkness. 11 The very pillars of heaven shake; They are stunned by his rebuke. 12 He stirs up the sea with his power, And by his understanding he breaks the sea monster* to pieces. 13 With his breath* he makes the skies clear; His hand pierces the elusive* serpent. 14 Look! These are just the fringes of his ways; Only a faint whisper has been heard of him! So who can understand his mighty thunder?” 
27 Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “As surely as God lives, who has deprived me of justice, As the Almighty lives, who has made me* bitter,  3 As long as my breath is within me And spirit from God is in my nostrils,  4 My lips will not speak unrighteousness; Nor will my tongue mutter deceit!  5 It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!  6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let it go; My heart will not condemn* me as long as I live.*  7 May my enemy become like the wicked, Those assaulting me like the unrighteous.  8 For what hope does the godless man* have when he is destroyed, When God takes away his life?*  9 Will God hear his outcry When distress comes upon him? 10 Or will he find delight in the Almighty? Will he call on God at all times? 11 I will teach you about the power* of God; I will not hide anything about the Almighty. 12 Look! If you have all seen visions, Why are your speeches completely empty? 13 This is the wicked man’s share from God, The inheritance that tyrants receive from the Almighty. 14 If his sons become many, they will fall by the sword, And his descendants will not have enough food. 15 Those who survive him will be buried by the plague, And their widows will not weep for them. 16 Even if he piles up silver like the dust And stores up fine clothing like the clay, 17 Though he may gather it, The righteous man will wear it, And the innocent will divide up his silver. 18 The house he builds is as fragile as a moth’s cocoon, Like a shelter made by a watchman. 19 He will go to bed rich but will gather nothing; When he opens his eyes, nothing will be there. 20 Terror overtakes him like a flood; A storm snatches him away by night. 21 An east wind will carry him off, and he will be gone; It sweeps him away from his place. 22 It will hurl itself at him without pity As he desperately tries to flee from its force. 23 It claps its hands at him And whistles at him from its place.*

Lit., “in his heights.”
Or “pure.”
Or “abundantly.”
Or “common sense.”
Lit., “And whose breath (spirit) has come out from you?”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “him.”
Or “And Abaddon.”
Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”
Lit., “a circle.”
Lit., “Rahab.”
Or “wind.”
Or “gliding.”
Lit., “proverb.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”
Or “taunt.”
Or “for any of my days.”
Or “the apostate.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “by the hand.”
Or possibly, “They clap their hands at him and whistle at him from their place.”


^ (Job 26:14) Look! These are just the fringes of his ways; Only a faint whisper has been heard of him! So who can understand his mighty thunder?”



^ (Job 25:1-26:14) Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite said in reply:  2 “Rulership and fearsome might are his; He establishes peace in heaven.*  3 Can his troops be numbered? Upon whom does his light not rise?  4 So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*  5 Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,  6 How much less so mortal man, who is a maggot, And a son of man, who is a worm!” 
26 Job said in reply:  2 “How you have helped the one with no power! How you have saved the arm that has no strength!  3 What great advice you have given to the one lacking wisdom! How freely* you have revealed your practical wisdom!*  4 To whom are you trying to speak, And who inspired you to say such things?*  5 Those who are powerless in death tremble; They are even lower than the waters and their inhabitants.  6 The Grave* is naked in front of God,* And the place of destruction* lies uncovered.  7 He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;  8 He wraps up the waters in his clouds, So that the clouds do not burst under their weight;  9 He shuts off the view of his throne, Spreading out his cloud over it. 10 He marks out the horizon* on the surface of the waters; He makes a boundary between light and darkness. 11 The very pillars of heaven shake; They are stunned by his rebuke. 12 He stirs up the sea with his power, And by his understanding he breaks the sea monster* to pieces. 13 With his breath* he makes the skies clear; His hand pierces the elusive* serpent. 14 Look! These are just the fringes of his ways; Only a faint whisper has been heard of him! So who can understand his mighty thunder?”

Lit., “in his heights.”
Or “pure.”
Or “abundantly.”
Or “common sense.”
Lit., “And whose breath (spirit) has come out from you?”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “him.”
Or “And Abaddon.”
Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”
Lit., “a circle.”
Lit., “Rahab.”
Or “wind.”
Or “gliding.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Integrity Does Not Require Perfection






Job wrongly criticized God (Job 27:1, 2)

Although Job made mistakes, he could view himself as a man of integrity (Job 27:5; it-1 1210 ¶4)

Integrity requires wholehearted love for Jehovah, not perfection (Mt 22:37; w19.02 3 ¶3-5)



[image: A brother agonizing over his past mistakes. Later, he looks happy and confident.]



FOR MEDITATION: How does knowing that Jehovah does not require us to be perfect help us not to give up?









^ (Job 27:1, 2) Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “As surely as God lives, who has deprived me of justice, As the Almighty lives, who has made me* bitter,

Lit., “proverb.”
Or “my soul.”


^ (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”


^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’










[image: A sister gazing contentedly out a window.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Integrity and Our Thoughts






We demonstrate integrity not just by what we say and do but also by what we think about. (Ps 19:14) Therefore, the Bible urges us to think about whatever things are true, of serious concern, righteous, chaste, lovable, well-spoken-of, virtuous, and praiseworthy. (Php 4:8) Of course, we cannot always prevent wrong thoughts from entering our mind. However, self-control can help us to push a bad thought out and replace it with a wholesome one. Maintaining integrity in our thinking will help us to maintain integrity in our actions.​—Mr 7:21-23.

Below each of the following scriptures, write down the type of thinking we should avoid:

Ro 12:3


Your answer



Lu 12:15


Your answer



Mt 5:28


Your answer



Php 3:13


Your answer











^ (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.



^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (Mark 7:21-23) For from inside, out of the heart of men, come injurious reasonings: sexual immorality, thefts, murders, 22 acts of adultery, greed, acts of wickedness, deceit, brazen conduct, an envious eye, blasphemy, haughtiness, and unreasonableness. 23 All these wicked things come from within and defile a man.”



^ (Rom. 12:3) For through the undeserved kindness given to me, I tell everyone there among you not to think more of himself than it is necessary to think, but to think so as to have a sound mind, each one as God has given* to him a measure of faith.

Or “apportioned; distributed.”


^ (Luke 12:15) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed, because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.”



^ (Matt. 5:28) But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.



^ (Phil. 3:13) Brothers, I do not yet consider myself as having taken hold of it; but one thing is certain: Forgetting the things behind and stretching forward to the things ahead,








December 18-24

JOB 28-29





	Song 39 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Do You Have a Reputation Like Job’s?”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 29:24​—What can we learn from Job’s example? (g00 7/8 11 ¶3)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 28:1-28 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (th study 3)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure, and briefly consider “How to Get the Most Out of These Bible Lessons.” (th study 17)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 13 Dig Deeper introduction and point 4 (th study 6)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 121



	“My Contribution to Our Good Reputation”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 3 ¶12-18



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 50 and Prayer













^ (Job 28:1-29:25) “There is a place to mine silver And a place for gold that they refine;  2 Iron is taken from the ground, And copper is smelted* from rocks.  3 Man conquers the darkness; He probes to the limit in the gloom and darkness, Searching for ore.*  4 He sinks a shaft far from where people reside, In forgotten places, far from where people walk; Some men descend and swing suspended.  5 Food grows on top of the earth; But below, there is an upheaval as if by fire.*  6 There in the stones is sapphire, And the dust contains gold.  7 No bird of prey knows the path to it; The eye of a black kite has not seen it.  8 No majestic beasts have trodden on it; The young lion has not prowled there.  9 Man strikes the flinty rock with his hand; He overturns the mountains at their foundation. 10 He cuts water channels in the rock; His eyes spot every precious thing. 11 He dams up the sources of rivers And brings what was hidden to the light. 12 But wisdom—where can it be found, And where is the source of understanding? 13 No man recognizes its value, And it cannot be found in the land of the living. 14 The deep waters say, ‘It is not in me!’ And the sea says, ‘It is not with me!’ 15 It cannot be bought with pure gold; Nor can silver be weighed out in exchange for it. 16 It cannot be bought with gold of Oʹphir Nor with rare onyx and sapphire. 17 Gold and glass cannot be compared to it; Nor can a vessel of fine* gold be exchanged for it. 18 Coral and crystal are not worthy of mention, For a bagful of wisdom is worth more than one full of pearls. 19 The topaz of Cush cannot be compared to it; It cannot be purchased even with pure gold. 20 But from where does wisdom come, And where is the source of understanding? 21 It has been hidden from the eyes of every living thing And concealed from the birds of the heavens. 22 Destruction and death say, ‘Our ears have heard only a report of it.’ 23 God understands the way to find it; He alone knows where it resides, 24 For he looks to the ends of the earth, And he sees everything under the heavens. 25 When he set the force* of the wind And measured out the waters, 26 When he made a regulation for the rain And a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 27 Then he saw wisdom and explained it; He established and tested it. 28 And he said to man: ‘Look! The fear of Jehovah—that is wisdom, And to turn away from bad is understanding.’” 
29 Job continued his discourse,* saying:  2 “If only I were in the months gone by, In the days when God was watching over me,  3 When he caused his lamp to shine upon my head, When I walked through darkness by his light,  4 When I was in* my prime, When God’s friendship was felt in my tent,  5 When the Almighty was still with me, When my children* were all around me,  6 When my steps were awash in butter, And the rocks poured out streams of oil for me.  7 When I used to go out to the city gate And take my seat in the public square,  8 The young men would see me and step aside,* And even the old men would rise and remain standing.  9 Princes refrained from speaking; They would put their hand over their mouth. 10 The voices of the prominent men were silenced; Their tongue was stuck to the roof of their mouth. 11 Whoever heard me would speak well of me, And those who saw me would testify for me. 12 For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban. 15 I became eyes to the blind And feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the poor; I would investigate the legal case of those I did not know. 17 I would break the jaws of the wrongdoer And tear the prey away from his teeth. 18 I used to say, ‘I will die in my own home,* And my days will be as numerous as the grains of sand. 19 My roots will spread out into the waters, And dew will stay all night on my branches. 20 My glory is constantly renewed, And the bow in my hand will keep shooting.’ 21 People would listen expectantly, Waiting in silence for my advice. 22 After I had spoken, they had nothing more to say; My words would fall gently* on their ears. 23 They waited for me as for the rain; They opened their mouth wide as for the spring rain. 24 When I smiled at them, they could hardly believe it; The light of my face would reassure them.* 25 I gave them direction as their head, And I lived like a king among his troops, Like one who comforts the mourners.

Lit., “poured.”
Lit., “stone.”
Apparently a reference to mining operations.
Or “refined.”
Lit., “weight.”
Lit., “proverb.”
Lit., “in the days of.”
Or “attendants.”
Lit., “hide themselves.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”
Lit., “in my nest.”
Lit., “would drip.”
Or possibly, “They did not darken the light of my face.”


^ (Job 29:24) When I smiled at them, they could hardly believe it; The light of my face would reassure them.*

Or possibly, “They did not darken the light of my face.”


^ (Job 28:1-28) “There is a place to mine silver And a place for gold that they refine;  2 Iron is taken from the ground, And copper is smelted* from rocks.  3 Man conquers the darkness; He probes to the limit in the gloom and darkness, Searching for ore.*  4 He sinks a shaft far from where people reside, In forgotten places, far from where people walk; Some men descend and swing suspended.  5 Food grows on top of the earth; But below, there is an upheaval as if by fire.*  6 There in the stones is sapphire, And the dust contains gold.  7 No bird of prey knows the path to it; The eye of a black kite has not seen it.  8 No majestic beasts have trodden on it; The young lion has not prowled there.  9 Man strikes the flinty rock with his hand; He overturns the mountains at their foundation. 10 He cuts water channels in the rock; His eyes spot every precious thing. 11 He dams up the sources of rivers And brings what was hidden to the light. 12 But wisdom—where can it be found, And where is the source of understanding? 13 No man recognizes its value, And it cannot be found in the land of the living. 14 The deep waters say, ‘It is not in me!’ And the sea says, ‘It is not with me!’ 15 It cannot be bought with pure gold; Nor can silver be weighed out in exchange for it. 16 It cannot be bought with gold of Oʹphir Nor with rare onyx and sapphire. 17 Gold and glass cannot be compared to it; Nor can a vessel of fine* gold be exchanged for it. 18 Coral and crystal are not worthy of mention, For a bagful of wisdom is worth more than one full of pearls. 19 The topaz of Cush cannot be compared to it; It cannot be purchased even with pure gold. 20 But from where does wisdom come, And where is the source of understanding? 21 It has been hidden from the eyes of every living thing And concealed from the birds of the heavens. 22 Destruction and death say, ‘Our ears have heard only a report of it.’ 23 God understands the way to find it; He alone knows where it resides, 24 For he looks to the ends of the earth, And he sees everything under the heavens. 25 When he set the force* of the wind And measured out the waters, 26 When he made a regulation for the rain And a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 27 Then he saw wisdom and explained it; He established and tested it. 28 And he said to man: ‘Look! The fear of Jehovah—that is wisdom, And to turn away from bad is understanding.’”

Lit., “poured.”
Lit., “stone.”
Apparently a reference to mining operations.
Or “refined.”
Lit., “weight.”









[image: Job offering food to a poor woman and her son at the city gate.]

Job showing loyal love to those in need





TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Do You Have a Reputation Like Job’s?






Job had earned the respect of his neighbors (Job 29:7-11)

Job was known for showing loyal love to those in need (Job 29:12, 13; w02 5/15 22 ¶19; see cover picture)

Job demonstrated righteousness and justice (Job 29:14; it-1 655 ¶10)



[image: Collage: A young sister helping others. 1. She gives an elderly sister a supporting arm as they walk together. 2. She listens as another sister expresses herself. 3. She and another sister witness to a woman who is walking her dog. 4. She serves a meal to guests at her home.]



A good reputation is precious. (w09 2/1 15 ¶3-4) It is usually built by a pattern of good conduct displayed over a period of time.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘What qualities am I known for?’









^ (Job 29:7-11) When I used to go out to the city gate And take my seat in the public square,  8 The young men would see me and step aside,* And even the old men would rise and remain standing.  9 Princes refrained from speaking; They would put their hand over their mouth. 10 The voices of the prominent men were silenced; Their tongue was stuck to the roof of their mouth. 11 Whoever heard me would speak well of me, And those who saw me would testify for me.

Lit., “hide themselves.”


^ (Job 29:12, 13) For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice.



^ (Job 29:14) I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban.

Or “sleeveless coat.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

My Contribution to Our Good Reputation






People take note of the conduct of Jehovah’s Witnesses. (1Co 4:9) We might ask ourselves, ‘Do my speech and actions bring glory to Jehovah?’ (1Pe 2:12) We certainly do not want to do anything that would tarnish the good reputation earned by Jehovah’s Witnesses over many years.​—Ec 10:1.

In the following situations, write down how a Christian should respond and a helpful Bible principle:

	  An unbeliever angrily berates you


Your answer





	  Your clothing, car, or home becomes unkempt


Your answer





	  A local law seems unfair or difficult to obey


Your answer









[image: Collage: Scenes from the video “Promoting Love and Respect for Truth.” 1. A brother consults a reference book. 2. A brother and a sister reviewing source material for a research package. 3. A stack of source material next to the brochure “The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking.” 4. A woman looks at the jw.org website on her smartphone.]



How do the researchers in the Writing Department contribute to our good reputation?

WATCH THE VIDEO PROMOTING LOVE AND RESPECT FOR TRUTH, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

What impresses you about the organization’s efforts to prepare accurate material?


Your answer











^ (1 Cor. 4:9) For it seems to me that God has put us the apostles last on exhibition as men condemned to death, because we have become a theatrical spectacle to the world, and to angels and to men.



^ (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^ (Eccl. 10:1) As dead flies cause the perfumer’s oil to stink and bubble, so a little foolishness outweighs wisdom and glory.








December 25-31

JOB 30-31





	Song 28 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“How Job Remained Chaste”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Job 31:35​—How can we avoid being like Job’s companions when someone expresses his concerns to us? (w05 11/15 11 ¶3)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Job 31:15-40 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our Bible study program, and leave a Bible course contact card. (th study 1)



	Return Visit: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Invite the person to a meeting, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 11)



	Talk: (5 min.) g16.4 8-9​—Theme: How Can I Explain the Bible’s View of Homosexuality? (th study 14)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 36



	“Why Pornography Is Bad”: (7 min.) Discussion and video.



	Local Needs: (8 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) bt chap. 4 ¶1-8



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 74 and Prayer













^ (Job 30:1-31:40) “Now they laugh at me —Men younger than I am, Whose fathers I would have refused To put with the dogs that guarded my flock.  2 Of what use was the power of their hands to me? Their vigor has perished.  3 They are worn out from want and hunger; They gnaw at the parched ground That was already ruined and desolated.  4 They gather the salt herb from the bushes; Their food is the root of broom trees.  5 They are driven out of the community; People shout at them as they would at a thief.  6 They live on the slopes of ravines,* In holes in the ground and in the rocks.  7 From the bushes they cry out And huddle together among the nettles.  8 As sons of the senseless and the nameless ones, They have been driven* out of the land.  9 But now they mock me even in their songs; I have become an object of scorn* to them. 10 They detest me and keep their distance from me; They do not hesitate to spit in my face. 11 Because God has disarmed me* and humbled me, They throw off all restraint* in my presence. 12 On my right they rise up like a mob; They put me to flight And put up barriers of destruction in my path. 13 They tear up my roadways And make my calamity worse, Without anyone to stop them.* 14 They come as if through a wide breach in the wall; They roll in amid the devastation. 15 Terror overwhelms me; My dignity is driven away like the wind, And my salvation vanishes like a cloud. 16 Now my life* ebbs from me; Days of affliction take hold of me. 17 Aching pierces my bones* at night; The gnawing pain never stops. 18 With great force my garment is disfigured;* Like the collar of my garment, it chokes me. 19 God has thrown me down into the mud; I am reduced to dust and ashes. 20 I cry to you for help, but you do not answer me; I stand up, but you just look at me. 21 You have cruelly turned against me; With the full might of your hand, you assault me. 22 You pick me up and carry me off with the wind; Then you toss me about in the storm.* 23 For I know that you will bring me down to death, To the house where everyone living will meet. 24 But no one would strike at a broken man* As he cries for help during his time of disaster. 25 Have I not wept for those who have fallen on hard times?* Have I* not grieved for the poor? 26 Although I hoped for good, bad came; I expected the light, but darkness came. 27 The churning inside me did not stop; Days of affliction confronted me. 28 I walk about gloomy; there is no sunlight. In the assembly, I rise and cry for help. 29 I have become a brother to jackals And a companion to the daughters of the ostrich. 30 My skin has blackened and fallen off; My bones burn from the heat.* 31 My harp is used only for mourning, And my flute* for the sound of weeping. 
31 “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?  2 What, then, would be my share from God above, What inheritance from the Almighty on high?  3 Does not disaster await the wrongdoer And calamity those doing what is harmful?  4 Does he not see my ways And count all my steps?  5 Have I ever walked in untruth?* Has my foot hurried to deceive?  6 Let God weigh me with accurate scales; Then he will recognize my integrity.  7 If my footsteps deviate from the way Or my heart has followed after my eyes Or my hands have been defiled,  8 Then let me sow seed and someone else eat, And let what I plant be uprooted.*  9 If my heart has been enticed by a woman And I have lain in wait at my neighbor’s door, 10 Then let my wife grind grain for another man, And let other men have sexual relations with her.* 11 For that would be shameful conduct, An error deserving punishment by the judges. 12 It would be a fire that would devour and destroy,* Consuming even the roots of* all my produce. 13 If I denied justice to my male or female servants When they had a complaint* against me, 14 What can I do when God confronts me?* What can I answer him when he calls for an accounting? 15 Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?* 16 If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired; 26 If I saw the sun* shining Or the moon moving in its splendor; 27 And my heart was secretly enticed, And my mouth kissed my hand in worship of them; 28 Then that would be an error deserving punishment by the judges, For I would have denied the true God above. 29 Have I ever rejoiced over the destruction of my enemy Or gloated because evil befell him? 30 I never allowed my mouth to sin By asking for his life* in an oath. 31 Have the men of my tent not said, ‘Who can find anyone who has not been satisfied with his food?’* 32 No stranger* had to spend the night outside; I opened my doors to the traveler. 33 Have I ever tried to cover over my transgressions, like other men, By hiding my error in the pocket of my garment? 34 Have I been in fear of the reaction of the multitude, Or have I been terrified by the contempt of other families, Making me silent and afraid to go outside? 35 If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document! 36 I would carry it on my shoulder, And I would bind it around my head like a crown. 37 I would give him an accounting for every step I took; I would approach him confidently, like a prince. 38 If my own ground would cry out against me And its furrows would weep together; 39 If I have eaten its fruitage without payment, Or if I have caused its owners* to despair; 40 Then let thorns sprout for me instead of wheat And foul-smelling weeds instead of barley.” The words of Job end here.

Or “wadis.”
Lit., “scourged.”
Lit., “a proverb; a byword.”
Lit., “loosened my bowstring.”
Or “They cast off the bridle.”
Or possibly, “Without anyone helping them.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “My bones are bored through.”
Or possibly, “The severity of my affliction disfigures me.”
Or possibly, “dissolve me with a crash.”
Lit., “a heap of ruins.”
Or “who are having a hard day?”
Or “Has my soul.”
Or possibly, “fever.”
Or “pipe.”
Or possibly, “with men of untruth?”
Or “let my descendants be rooted out.”
Lit., “let other men kneel down over her.”
Lit., “eat (devour) to destruction.”
Or “Uprooting.”
Or “legal case.”
Lit., “rises up?”
Lit., “in the womb.”
Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “meat.”
Or “foreign resident.”
Or “Here is my signature.”
Or “the soul of its owners.”


^ (Job 31:35) If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document!

Or “Here is my signature.”


^ (Job 31:15-40) Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?* 16 If I refused to give the poor what they desired Or saddened the eyes of the widow;* 17 If I ate my portion of food alone Without sharing it with the orphans; 18 (For from my youth the orphan* grew up with me as though I were his father, And I have been a guide for the widow* from childhood.*) 19 If I saw anyone perishing for lack of clothing Or a poor man with nothing to cover himself; 20 If he* did not bless me As he warmed himself with the wool of my sheep; 21 If I shook my fist against the orphan When he needed my assistance in the city gate;* 22 Then let my arm* fall from my shoulder, And let my arm be broken at the elbow.* 23 For I dreaded disaster from God, And I could not stand before his dignity. 24 If I put my confidence in gold Or said to fine gold, ‘You are my security!’ 25 If I found my joy in my great wealth Because of the many possessions I acquired; 26 If I saw the sun* shining Or the moon moving in its splendor; 27 And my heart was secretly enticed, And my mouth kissed my hand in worship of them; 28 Then that would be an error deserving punishment by the judges, For I would have denied the true God above. 29 Have I ever rejoiced over the destruction of my enemy Or gloated because evil befell him? 30 I never allowed my mouth to sin By asking for his life* in an oath. 31 Have the men of my tent not said, ‘Who can find anyone who has not been satisfied with his food?’* 32 No stranger* had to spend the night outside; I opened my doors to the traveler. 33 Have I ever tried to cover over my transgressions, like other men, By hiding my error in the pocket of my garment? 34 Have I been in fear of the reaction of the multitude, Or have I been terrified by the contempt of other families, Making me silent and afraid to go outside? 35 If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document! 36 I would carry it on my shoulder, And I would bind it around my head like a crown. 37 I would give him an accounting for every step I took; I would approach him confidently, like a prince. 38 If my own ground would cry out against me And its furrows would weep together; 39 If I have eaten its fruitage without payment, Or if I have caused its owners* to despair; 40 Then let thorns sprout for me instead of wheat And foul-smelling weeds instead of barley.” The words of Job end here.

Lit., “in the womb.”
Lit., “caused the eyes of the widow to fail.”
Lit., “he.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “from my mother’s womb.”
Lit., “his loins.”
Or possibly, “When I saw that I had support in the city gate.”
Or “shoulder blade.”
Or “from its socket; from its upper bone.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “meat.”
Or “foreign resident.”
Or “Here is my signature.”
Or “the soul of its owners.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

How Job Remained Chaste






Job made a covenant with his eyes (Job 31:1; w10 4/15 21 ¶8)

Job kept in mind the consequences of wrongdoing (Job 31:2, 3; w08 9/1 11 ¶4)

Job remembered that Jehovah observes his conduct (Job 31:4; w10 11/15 5-6 ¶15-16)



[image: A brother turning away in disgust from his laptop computer and quickly closing it.]



To be chaste means to be pure and undefiled, not just outwardly but inwardly. We want to be chaste even in our heart.​—Mt 5:28.









^ (Job 31:1) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?



^ (Job 31:2, 3) What, then, would be my share from God above, What inheritance from the Almighty on high?  3 Does not disaster await the wrongdoer And calamity those doing what is harmful?



^ (Job 31:4) Does he not see my ways And count all my steps?



^ (Matt. 5:28) But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Why Pornography Is Bad






Today pornography is everywhere and only a click or tap away. Many, even some religious people, feel that pornography is harmless.



[image: Collage: Scenes from the video “Is Pornography a Sin Against God?” 1. Two men and a woman use their smartphones while at a bus stop. The two men access material labeled “XXX.” 2. Later, one of the men and his wife read the article “Does the Bible Condemn Pornography?” on jw.org.]



WATCH THE VIDEO IS PORNOGRAPHY A SIN AGAINST GOD? AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

How do the following scriptures help us to understand God’s feelings about pornography?

	  1Co 6:9, 10


Your answer





	  Mt 5:28


Your answer





	  Col 3:5


Your answer





	  Jas 1:14, 15


Your answer















^ (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^ (Matt. 5:28) But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.



^ (Col. 3:5) Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality, uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness, which is idolatry.



^ (Jas. 1:14, 15) But each one is tried by being drawn out and enticed* by his own desire. 15 Then the desire, when it has become fertile,* gives birth to sin; in turn sin, when it has been carried out, brings forth death.

Or “caught as by bait.”
Lit., “has conceived.”







APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

Sample Conversations





INITIAL CALL


Question: Where can we find practical advice for daily living?

Scripture: 2Ti 3:16, 17

Link: Why can you trust the Bible?

FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

	

[image: The brochure “Enjoy Life Forever!”]



lffi lesson 01 point 2










RETURN VISIT


Question: Why can you trust the Bible?

Scripture: Job 26:7

Link: What are some questions that the Bible answers?

FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

	

[image: The brochure “Enjoy Life Forever!”]



lffi lesson 03 point 4













^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^ (Job 26:7) He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;

Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”






1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16






^ ***sjj song 151 He Will Call***


SONG 151

He Will Call


(Job 14:13-15)


	1. Life, like a mist, appears for just a day,

Then disappears tomorrow.

All that we are can quickly fade away,

Replaced with tears and sorrow.

If a man should die, can he live again?

Hear the promise God has made:

(CHORUS)

He will call; The dead will answer.

They will live at his command.

For he will have a longing

For the work of his own hand.

So have faith, and do not wonder,

For our God can make us stand.

And we will live forever,

As the work of his own hand.





	2. Friends of our God, though they may pass away,

Will never be forsaken.

All those asleep who in God’s mem’ry stay,

From death he will awaken.

Then we’ll come to see all that life can be:

Paradise eternally.

(CHORUS)

He will call; The dead will answer.

They will live at his command.

For he will have a longing

For the work of his own hand.

So have faith, and do not wonder,

For our God can make us stand.

And we will live forever,

As the work of his own hand.









(See also John 6:40; 11:11, 43; Jas. 4:14.)





^ (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”


^ (John 6:40) For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^ (John 11:11) After he said these things, he added: “Lazʹa·rus our friend has fallen asleep, but I am traveling there to awaken him.”



^ (John 11:43) When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice: “Lazʹa·rus, come out!”



^ (Jas. 4:14) whereas you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then disappears.









^ ***it-1 p. 191 Ashes***

Ashes also served as a figure of what was insignificant or valueless, Abraham acknowledging before Jehovah, for instance, “I am dust and ashes.” (Ge 18:27; see also Isa 44:20; Job 30:19.) And Job likened the sayings of his false comforters to “proverbs of ashes.”​—Job 13:12.



^ (Gen. 18:27) But Abraham again responded: “Please, here I have presumed to speak to Jehovah, whereas I am dust and ashes.



^ (Isa. 44:20) He feeds on ashes. His own deluded heart has led him astray. He cannot save himself,* nor does he say: “Is there not a lie in my right hand?”

Or “his soul.”


^ (Job 30:19) God has thrown me down into the mud; I am reduced to dust and ashes.



^ (Job 13:12) Your wise* sayings are proverbs of ashes; Your defenses* are as fragile as defenses of clay.

Or “memorable.”
Lit., “shield bosses.”








^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***lff Section 1 Review***


	               What appeals to you about the Bible’s promises for the future?


(See Lesson 02.)





	               Why do you believe that the Bible is the Word of God?


(See Lessons 03 and 05.)





	                Why is it important to use Jehovah’s name?


(See Lesson 04.)





	                The Bible says that God is “the source of life.” (Psalm 36:9) Do you believe that?


(See Lesson 06.)





	                Read Proverbs 3:32.

	  Why is Jehovah the best Friend we can have?



	  What does Jehovah expect of his friends? Do you think this is reasonable?


(See Lessons 07 and 08.)















^ (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ (Prov. 3:32) For Jehovah detests a devious person, But His close friendship is with the upright.









^ ***th p. 22 Effort to Reach the Heart***


STUDY 19

Effort to Reach the Heart



Proverbs 3:1

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to appreciate what they learn and to act on it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Help your listeners to make a self-examination. Ask rhetorical questions to help people in your audience examine their own feelings.



	  Appeal to good motives. Urge your listeners to analyze why they perform good works. Help them to build the finest motives​—love for Jehovah, for fellow humans, and for Bible teachings. Reason with your listeners; do not lecture them. Rather than shaming them, leave them encouraged at the end of your presentation, motivated to do their best.



	  Direct attention to Jehovah. Highlight how Bible teachings, principles, and commands reflect God’s qualities and his love for us. Cultivate in your listeners a desire to consider Jehovah’s feelings and to please him.

Remember that Jehovah draws people. Use his Word to motivate your listeners.













IN THE MINISTRY


When possible, use questions to find out what your listener really believes. Observe his facial expression and tone of voice for signs of his true feelings. However, be patient. You will likely have to build trust before your listener will reveal his inmost feelings.







^ (Prov. 3:1) My son, do not forget my teaching,* And may your heart observe my commandments,

Or “law.”








^ ***sjj song 127 The Sort of Person I Should Be***


SONG 127

The Sort of Person I Should Be


(2 Peter 3:11)


	1. How can I repay you, what gift can I give

To thank you, Jehovah, for the life that I live?

I look in my heart with your Word as my mirror;

The person I see, may you help me see clearer.

(BRIDGE)

My life I have promised in service to you,

But not from mere duty will I do what I do.

Whole-souled and wholehearted I serve you by choice;

May I be one more who makes you rejoice.

Help me to examine, and help me to see

Just what sort of person you desire me to be.

Those loyal to you, you will loyally treasure;

May I be among those who bring your heart pleasure.









(See also Ps. 18:25; 116:12; Prov. 11:20.)





^ (2 Pet. 3:11) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion,



^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 116:12) With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me?



^ (Prov. 11:20) Those crooked at heart are detestable to Jehovah, But those whose way is blameless bring pleasure to him.









^ ***bt pp. 9-10 “Go . . . and Make Disciples”***


A Bible Study Aid to Assist Us

16. What is the threefold objective of this publication?

16 What is the overall purpose of this publication? The threefold objective of this book is (1) to strengthen our conviction that Jehovah by means of his holy spirit is backing the Kingdom-preaching and disciple-making work, (2) to stimulate our zeal for the ministry by examining the example of first-century followers of Christ, and (3) to deepen our respect for Jehovah’s organization and for those taking the lead in the preaching work and in overseeing the congregations.

17, 18. How is this publication organized, and what features will prove helpful in personal Bible study?

17 How is this publication organized? You will notice that it is divided into eight sections, each covering a portion of the book of Acts. The aim of the chapters that follow is, not to provide a verse-by-verse discussion of Acts, but to draw lessons from the events recounted in that Bible book and help us to see how we can make personal application of points learned. At the beginning of each chapter, a focus line explains the thrust of that chapter and a Scripture citation indicates the portion of Acts that will be discussed.

18 There are other features of this publication that will prove helpful in personal Bible study. Beautiful artwork portraying exciting events in the book of Acts will help you to visualize what was happening as you reflect on the Bible account. Many chapters include boxes that supply helpful supplementary material. Certain boxes provide a profile of a Bible character whose faith is worthy of imitation. Some offer more details about places, events, customs, or other characters mentioned in Acts.

19. What self-examination should we make from time to time?

19 This publication can help you to make an honest self-examination. No matter how long you have been serving as a Kingdom publisher, it is good to pause from time to time and analyze your priorities in life and your view of the Christian ministry. (2 Cor. 13:5) Ask yourself: ‘Am I maintaining a sense of urgency in my ministry? (1 Cor. 7:29-31) Am I preaching the good news with conviction and zeal? (1 Thess. 1:5, 6) Am I having as full a share as possible in the preaching and disciple-making work?’​—Col. 3:23.

20, 21. Why is our commission so urgent, and what should be our determination?

20 Let us keep ever in mind that we have been commissioned to do an important work​—to preach and make disciples. With each day that passes, the urgency of that commission becomes greater. The end of this system of things is rapidly approaching. Never before have so many lives been at stake. We do not know how many more rightly disposed ones may yet respond to our message. (Acts 13:48) But it is our responsibility to help such ones before it is too late.​—1 Tim. 4:16.

21 It is vital, then, that we imitate the example of zealous Kingdom preachers of the first century. May your careful study of this publication move you to preach with ever greater zeal and boldness. And may you be strengthened in your determination to continue “bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God.”​—Acts 28:23.





^  (2 Cor. 13:5) Keep testing whether you are in the faith; keep proving what you yourselves are. Or do you not recognize that Jesus Christ is in union with you? Unless you are disapproved.



^  (1 Cor. 7:29-31) Moreover, this I say, brothers, the time left is reduced. From now on, let those who have wives be as though they had none, 30 and those who weep as those who do not weep, and those who rejoice as those who do not rejoice, and those who buy as those who do not possess, 31 and those making use of the world as those not using it to the full; for the scene of this world is changing.



^  (1 Thess. 1:5, 6) because the good news we preach did not come to you with speech alone but also with power and with holy spirit and with strong conviction, just as you know what sort of men we became among you for your sakes. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, seeing that you accepted the word under much tribulation with joy of holy spirit,



^  (Col. 3:23) Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men,



^  (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^  (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.



^  (Acts 28:23) They now arranged for a day to meet with him, and they came in even greater numbers to him in his lodging place. And from morning to evening, he explained the matter to them by bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God, to persuade them about Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets.









^ ***sjj song 76 How Does It Make You Feel?***


SONG 76

How Does It Make You Feel?


(Hebrews 13:15)


	1. How does it make you feel

when you preach and teach with zeal,

When you know you’ve done your part

to reach an honest heart?

Knowing you’ve done your best;

then our God will do the rest.

Honest hearts he surely knows—

all those to him disposed.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.





	2. How does it make you feel

when the words you speak appeal

To the ones whose heart is right

for everlasting life?

Some people turn away,

others might be led astray.

Still we’re glad to bear his name

and witness just the same.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.





	3. How does it make you feel,

knowing God’s support is real,

And that he’s entrusted you

to do the work we do?

Proudly we preach and teach,

using bold but gracious speech,

Searching out deserving ones;

this work will soon be done.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.









(See also Acts 13:48; 1 Thess. 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:11.)







^ (Heb. 13:15) Through him let us always offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that make public declaration to his name.



^ (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^ (1 Thess. 2:4) but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the good news, so we speak to please, not men, but God, who examines our hearts.



^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.















^ ***w99 10/15 p. 3 Our Quest for a Longer Life***

EVEN today few would contradict this reflection on the brevity of life, though it was written some 3,500 years ago. People have always found it unsatisfactory to taste the prime of life briefly and then to grow old and die. Therefore, methods to prolong life have proliferated throughout history.

In Job’s time Egyptians ate the testicles of animals in a vain attempt to regain their youth. One of the prime objectives of medieval alchemy was to produce an elixir that could lead to longer life. Many alchemists believed that artificially produced gold would give immortal life and that eating from golden plates would prolong life. Ancient Chinese Taoists reckoned that they could alter the body’s chemistry by using such techniques as meditation, breathing exercises, and diet and thus obtain immortality.

The Spanish explorer Juan Ponce de León is known for his insatiable search for the fountain of youth. An 18th-century doctor recommended in his book Hermippus Redivivus that young virgins be kept in a small room in springtime and their exhalations collected in bottles and used as a life-extending potion. Needless to say, none of these methods had any success.






^ ***w15 4/15 p. 32 Can a Cut-Down Tree Sprout Again?***


COMPARED to a majestic cedar of Lebanon, a gnarled and knotty olive tree may not seem especially impressive. But olive trees have the remarkable ability to survive the elements. Some are estimated to be 1,000 years old. An olive tree’s expansive root system enables it to rejuvenate itself even when the trunk has been destroyed. As long as the roots remain alive, it will sprout again.

The patriarch Job was convinced that even if he should die, he would live again. (Job 14:13-15) He used a tree​—perhaps an olive tree—​to illustrate his confidence in God’s ability to resurrect him. “There is hope even for a tree,” Job said. “If it is cut down, it will sprout again.” When rainfall breaks a severe drought, a dry olive stump can spring back to life with shoots rising from its roots, producing “branches like a new plant.”​—Job 14:7-9.





^ (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”


^ (Job 14:7-9) For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.  8 If its root grows old in the ground And its stump dies in the soil,  9 At the scent of water it will sprout; And it will produce branches like a new plant.









^ ***w11 3/1 p. 22 par. 5 “You Will Have a Yearning”***


Job’s words teach us a tender lesson about Jehovah: He has special attachment to those who, like Job, place themselves in his hands, allowing him to mold and shape them into people who are desirable in his eyes. (Isaiah 64:8) Jehovah treasures his faithful worshippers. For loyal ones who have died, he has “a yearning.” The Hebrew word thus rendered is “unquestionably one of the strongest words to express the emotion of longing desires,” says one scholar. Yes, not only does Jehovah remember his worshippers but he also longs to restore them to life.





^  (Isa. 64:8) But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.

Or “the One who formed us.”

















^ ***sjj song 90 Encourage One Another***


SONG 90

Encourage One Another


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. As we encourage one another

To serve Jehovah faithfully,

We find the bonds of love are strengthened;

Fine works bring peace and unity.

The love we find among God’s people

Gives each the courage to endure.

Our congregation is a refuge,

A place where we can feel secure.



	2. A word when spoken at the right time

Is, oh, how comforting to hear!

We hear these words of consolation

From friends so faithful and so dear.

How good it is to work together

With those whose hopes and goals we share!

We seek to strengthen one another

And help each one his burden bear.



	3. As we with eyes of faith are seeing

The nearness of Jehovah’s day,

We need our gathering together

To keep us walking in the way.

United with Jehovah’s people,

We hope to serve eternally.

So we encourage one another

To hold to our integrity.







(See also Luke 22:32; Acts 14:21, 22; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 5:14.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Luke 22:32) But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.”



^ (Acts 14:21, 22) After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.”



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^ (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.









^ ***w06 3/15 p. 14 par. 11 Highlights From the Book of Job***

7:9, 10; 10:21; 16:22​—Do these statements indicate that Job did not believe in the resurrection? These are comments about Job’s immediate future. What, then, did he mean? One possibility is that if he should die, none of his contemporaries would see him. From their standpoint, he would neither return to his house nor get further acknowledgment until God’s appointed time. Job might also have meant that no one can come back from Sheol on his own. That Job hoped in a future resurrection is clear from Job 14:13-15.



^  (Job 7:9, 10) Like a cloud that fades and vanishes, The one who goes down to the Grave* does not come back up. 10 He will not return again to his house, And his place will acknowledge him no more.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^  (Job 10:21) Before I go away—and I will not return— To the land of deepest darkness,*

Or “of darkness and death’s shadow.”


^  (Job 16:22) For the years to come are few, And I will go away on the path of no return.



^  (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”








^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lff Section 1 Review***


	                Read Psalm 62:8.

	  What are some things that you have prayed to Jehovah about? What else could you pray about?



	  How does Jehovah answer prayers?


(See Lesson 09.)









	                Read Hebrews 10:24, 25.

	  How can the meetings of Jehovah’s Witnesses benefit you?



	  Do you think it is worth the effort to attend meetings?


(See Lesson 10.)









	                Why is it good to read the Bible regularly? What is your daily Bible-reading program?


(See Lesson 11.)





	                What have you enjoyed most about your Bible study so far?



	                 Since starting to study the Bible, what challenges, if any, have you faced? What can help you to keep studying?


(See Lesson 12.)











^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”








^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 96 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


SONG 96

God’s Own Book​—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


	1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.



	2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.



	3. The time has come with reason for rejoicing:

Jehovah rules by his anointed King.

So now we preach the good news of the Kingdom

And share the hope of blessings it will bring.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.







(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***bt pp. 14-16 “You Will Be Witnesses of Me”***


1-3. How does Jesus part from his apostles, and what questions arise?

THEY do not want it to end. To the apostles, the past weeks have been thrilling! The resurrection of Jesus lifted them from the depths of despair to the heights of joy. For 40 days now, Jesus has appeared repeatedly, further teaching and encouraging his followers. This day, however, he is appearing for the last time.

2 Standing together on the Mount of Olives, the apostles hang on Jesus’ every word. When he finishes​—all too soon, it seems—​he lifts his hands and blesses them. Then, he begins to rise from the earth! His followers gaze after him as he ascends into the sky. Finally, a cloud hides him from their view. He is gone, but they keep staring into the heavens.​—Luke 24:50; Acts 1:9, 10.

3 This scene marks a turning point in the life of Jesus’ apostles. What will they do now that their Master, Jesus Christ, has ascended to heaven? Rest assured, their Master has prepared them to take up the work he began. How did he equip them for this important assignment, and how did they respond? And how are Christians today affected? The first chapter of Acts contains the encouraging answers.

“Many Convincing Proofs” (Acts 1:1-5)

 4. How does Luke open his account recorded in the book of Acts?

4 Luke begins his account by addressing Theophilus, the same man to whom he earlier wrote his Gospel.* Making it clear that this record is a continuation of the first, Luke begins by summarizing the events recorded at the end of his Gospel, using different wording and providing some fresh detail.

5, 6. (a) What will help Jesus’ followers to keep their faith strong? (b) How is the faith of Christians today based on “many convincing proofs”?

5 What will keep the faith of Jesus’ followers strong? At Acts 1:3, we read of Jesus: “He showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs.” In the Bible, only “the beloved physician” Luke used the word rendered “convincing proofs.” (Col. 4:14) It was a term used in technical medical writings, and it signifies evidence that is demonstrative, conclusive, reliable. Jesus furnished such evidence. He appeared to his followers many times, sometimes to one or two, sometimes to all the apostles, and on one occasion to more than 500 believers. (1 Cor. 15:3-6) Convincing proofs indeed!

6 The faith of true Christians today is likewise based on “many convincing proofs.” Is there evidence that Jesus lived on earth, died for our sins, and was raised up? Absolutely! Reliable eyewitness accounts in God’s inspired Word provide all the convincing evidence we need. Studying these accounts prayerfully can greatly strengthen our faith. Remember, solid evidence can make the difference between genuine faith and mere credulity. Real faith is essential to gaining everlasting life.​—John 3:16.

 7. Jesus set what example for his followers in teaching and preaching?

7 Jesus was also “speaking about the Kingdom of God.” For example, he explained prophecies that showed that the Messiah would have to suffer and die. (Luke 24:13-32, 46, 47) When Jesus clarified his role as the Messiah, he stressed the theme of God’s Kingdom, for he was King-Designate. The Kingdom was always the theme of Jesus’ preaching, and his followers today stick to the same theme as they preach.​—Matt. 24:14; Luke 4:43.





^  (Luke 24:50) Then he led them out as far as Bethʹa·ny, and he lifted up his hands and blessed them.



^  (Acts 1:9, 10) After he had said these things, while they were looking on, he was lifted up and a cloud caught him up from their sight. 10 And as they were gazing into the sky while he was on his way, suddenly two men in white* garments stood beside them

Or “bright.”


^  (Acts 1:1-26) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach 2 until the day that he was taken up, after he had given instructions through holy spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God. 4 While he was meeting with them, he ordered them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but keep waiting for what the Father has promised, about which you heard from me; 5 for John, indeed, baptized with water, but you will be baptized with holy spirit not many days after this.” 6 So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 7 He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction. 8 But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.” 9 After he had said these things, while they were looking on, he was lifted up and a cloud caught him up from their sight. 10 And as they were gazing into the sky while he was on his way, suddenly two men in white* garments stood beside them 11 and said: “Men of Galʹi·lee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who was taken up from you into the sky will come in the same manner as you have seen him going into the sky.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from a mountain called the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, only a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers. 15 During those days Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers (the number of people was altogether about 120) and said: 16 “Men, brothers, it was necessary for the scripture to be fulfilled that the holy spirit spoke prophetically through David about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he had been numbered among us and he obtained a share in this ministry. 18 (This very man, therefore, purchased a field with the wages for unrighteousness, and falling headfirst,* his body burst open* and all his insides spilled out. 19 This became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language A·kelʹda·ma, that is, “Field of Blood.”) 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his dwelling become desolate, and let there be no inhabitant in it’ and, ‘His office of oversight let someone else take.’ 21 It is therefore necessary that of the men who accompanied us during all the time in which the Lord Jesus carried on his activities among us, 22 starting with his baptism by John until the day he was taken up from us, one of these men should become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barʹsab·bas, who was also called Justus, and Mat·thiʹas. 24 Then they prayed and said: “You, O Jehovah, who know the hearts of all, designate which one of these two men you have chosen 25 to take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas deviated to go to his own place.” 26 So they cast lots over them, and the lot fell to Mat·thiʹas, and he was counted along with the 11 apostles.

Or “bright.”
Or possibly, “swelling up.”
Or “he burst open in the middle.”


^ (Acts 1:1-5) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach 2 until the day that he was taken up, after he had given instructions through holy spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God. 4 While he was meeting with them, he ordered them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but keep waiting for what the Father has promised, about which you heard from me; 5 for John, indeed, baptized with water, but you will be baptized with holy spirit not many days after this.”



^  (Acts 1:3) After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God.



^  (Col. 4:14) Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and so does Deʹmas.



^  (1 Cor. 15:3-6) For among the first things I handed on to you was what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 4 and that he was buried, yes, that he was raised up on the third day according to the Scriptures; 5 and that he appeared to Ceʹphas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that he appeared to more than 500 brothers at one time, most of whom are still with us, though some have fallen asleep in death.



^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (Luke 24:13-32) But look! on that very day, two of them were traveling to a village named Em·maʹus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were conversing with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 Now as they were conversing and discussing these things, Jesus himself approached and began walking with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 He said to them: “What are these matters that you are debating between yourselves as you walk along?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 In answer the one named Cleʹo·pas said to him: “Are you a stranger dwelling alone in Jerusalem and do not know* the things that have occurred there during these days?” 19 He asked them: “What things?” They said to him: “The things concerning Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ, who proved to be a prophet powerful in deed and word before God and all the people; 20 and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they nailed him to the stake. 21 But we were hoping that this man was the one who was going to deliver Israel. Yes, and besides all these things, this is the third day since these things occurred. 22 Moreover, some women from among us also astonished us, for they went early to the tomb* 23 and when they did not find his body, they came saying that they had also seen a supernatural sight of angels, who said he is alive. 24 Then some of those who were with us went off to the tomb,* and they found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 So he said to them: “O senseless ones and slow of heart to believe all the things the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into his glory?” 27 And starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures. 28 Finally they got close to the village to which they were traveling, and he made as if to travel on farther. 29 But they urged him to remain, saying: “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is nearly over.” With that he went in to stay with them. 30 And as he was dining* with them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and began handing it to them. 31 At that their eyes were fully opened and they recognized him; but he disappeared from them. 32 And they said to each other: “Were not our hearts burning within us as he was speaking to us on the road, as he was fully opening up* the Scriptures to us?”

Or possibly, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know . . . ?”
Or “memorial tomb.”
Or “memorial tomb.”
Or “reclining at the table.”
Or “clearly explaining.”


^  (Luke 24:46, 47) and he said to them, “This is what is written: that the Christ would suffer and rise from among the dead on the third day, 47 and on the basis of his name, repentance for forgiveness of sins would be preached in all the nations—starting out from Jerusalem.



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Luke 4:43) But he said to them: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.”







^  In his Gospel, Luke addresses this man as “most excellent Theophilus,” suggesting to some that Theophilus might have been a prominent person who was not yet a believer. (Luke 1:3) Here in Acts, however, Luke addresses him simply with the words, “O Theophilus.” Some scholars suggest that Theophilus became a believer after reading Luke’s Gospel; hence, they say, Luke leaves out the honorific address and writes to the man as a spiritual brother.






^ (Luke 1:3) I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,









^ ***bt p. 13 “You Have Filled Jerusalem With Your Teaching”***


SECTION 1 • ACTS 1:1–6:7

“You Have Filled Jerusalem With Your Teaching”


ACTS 5:28


From the moment the holy spirit was poured out on them at Pentecost 33 C.E., Jesus’ disciples got busy in the work of bearing witness about God’s Kingdom. In this section, we will consider the exciting record of the birth of the Christian congregation, the intensified witness given in Jerusalem, and the apostles’ bold stand in the face of mounting opposition.





^ (Acts 5:28) and said: “We strictly ordered you not to keep teaching on the basis of this name, and yet look! you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon us.”









^ ***sjj song 118 “Give Us More Faith”***


SONG 118

“Give Us More Faith”


(Luke 17:5)


	1. Because we are imperfect, O Jehovah,

The inclination of our heart is flawed.

There is a sin that easily ensnares us—

A lack of faith in you, the living God.

(CHORUS)

Give us more faith, we beg of you, Jehovah.

Please help us out according to our need.

Give us more faith, according to your mercy,

That we may honor you in word and deed.





	2. Apart from faith, no one can fully please you.

We must believe our faith will be repaid.

And as a shield, our faith provides a refuge.

We face the future firm and unafraid.

(CHORUS)

Give us more faith, we beg of you, Jehovah.

Please help us out according to our need.

Give us more faith, according to your mercy,

That we may honor you in word and deed.









(See also Gen. 8:21; Heb. 11:6; 12:1.)





^ (Luke 17:5) Now the apostles said to the Lord: “Give us more faith.”



^ (Gen. 8:21) And Jehovah began to smell a pleasing* aroma. So Jehovah said in his heart: “Never again will I curse* the ground on man’s account, for the inclination of the heart of man is bad from his youth up; and never again will I strike down every living thing as I have done.

Or “appeasing; soothing.” Lit., “restful.”
Or “call down evil upon.”


^ (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^ (Heb. 12:1) So, then, because we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also throw off every weight and the sin that easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,















^ ***w05 9/15 p. 26 Resist Wrong Thinking!***

In all three speeches, Eliphaz presented the idea that God is so exacting that nothing his servants do is good enough for him. “Look! In his servants he has no faith,” Eliphaz told Job, “and his angels he charges with faultiness.” (Job 4:18, footnote) Eliphaz later said of God: “In his holy ones he has no faith, and the heavens themselves are actually not clean in his eyes.” (Job 15:15) And he asked: “Does the Almighty have any delight in that you are righteous?” (Job 22:3) Bildad was in agreement with this viewpoint, for he stated: “There is even the moon, and it is not bright; and the stars themselves have not proved clean in [God’s] eyes.”​—Job 25:5.

We must be on guard against being influenced by such thinking. It can lead us to feel that God requires too much of us. This view attacks our very relationship with Jehovah. Moreover, if we succumb to this type of reasoning, how would we respond when we are given needed discipline? Rather than humbly accepting the correction, our heart may become “enraged against Jehovah himself,” and we may harbor resentment toward him. (Proverbs 19:3) How spiritually disastrous that would be!



^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 15:15) Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes.



^ (Job 22:3) Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 25:5) Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,



^ (Prov. 19:3) It is a man’s own foolishness that distorts his way, And his heart becomes enraged against Jehovah.









^ ***w15 2/15 p. 9 Imitate Jesus’ Humility and Tenderness***


16. What can we say to encourage those who are depressed?

16 Our tender words. Our tender affection for others moves us to “speak consolingly to those who are depressed.” (1 Thess. 5:14) What can we say to encourage such ones? We can lift their spirits by expressing our genuine care and concern for them. We can offer sincere commendation to help them see their positive qualities and abilities. We can remind them that Jehovah drew them to his Son, so they must be precious in his eyes. (John 6:44) We can reassure them that Jehovah deeply cares for his servants who are “brokenhearted” or “crushed in spirit.” (Ps. 34:18) Our tender words can have a healing effect on those who need comfort.​—Prov. 16:24.





^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”


^  (Prov. 16:24) Pleasant sayings are a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul* and a healing to the bones.

Or “taste.” See Glossary.














^ ***sjj song 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One***


SONG 44

A Prayer of the Lowly One


(Psalm 4:1)


	1. Jehovah God, I call to you and ask you:

“Hear my prayer.”

My wounds are deep and slow to heal;

my load is hard to bear.

Despondent thoughts and disappointed hopes

have left me weak.

O God of comfort, care for me;

your favor I do seek.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.





	2. Your Word has been my comfort and

a refuge when I’m weak,

Expressing feelings dear to me

in words I cannot speak.

Please build in me the faith and trust

that your Word does impart.

And help me always know your love

is greater than my heart.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.









(See also Ps. 42:6; 119:28; Rom. 8:26; 2 Cor. 4:16; 1 John 3:20.)





^ (Ps. 4:1) When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.

Lit., “Make broad space.”


^ (Ps. 42:6) My God, I am* in despair. That is why I remember you, From the land of Jordan and the peaks of Herʹmon, From Mount Mi·zarʹ.*

Or “my soul is.”
Or “the little mountain.”


^ (Ps. 119:28) I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word.

Or “My soul has.”


^ (Rom. 8:26) In like manner, the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the problem is that we do not know what we should pray for as we need to, but the spirit itself pleads for us with unuttered* groanings.

Or “unspoken.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:16) Therefore, we do not give up, but even if the man we are outside is wasting away, certainly the man we are inside is being renewed from day to day.



^ (1 John 3:20) regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.









^ ***w94 10/1 p. 32 The Power of a Kind Word***

However, when Job himself needed encouragement, Eliphaz and his companions did not utter kind words. They blamed Job for his adversity, implying that he must have had some secret fault. (Job 4:8) The Interpreter’s Bible comments: “What Job needs is the compassion of a human heart. What he gets is a series of absolutely ‘true’ and absolutely beautiful religious clichés and moral platitudes.” So distraught was Job at hearing the speech of Eliphaz and his companions that he was compelled to cry out: “How long will you men keep irritating my soul and keep crushing me with words?”​—Job 19:2.

Never should we cause a fellow servant of God to cry out in distress because of our thoughtless, unkind words. (Compare Deuteronomy 24:15.) A Bible proverb warns: “What you say can preserve life or destroy it; so you must accept the consequences of your words.”​—Proverbs 18:21, TEV.



^ (Job 4:8) What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.

Or “devise.”


^ (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ (Deut. 24:15) You should give him his wages that very day, before the sun sets, because he is in need and his life* depends on his wages. Otherwise, he will cry out to Jehovah against you, and you will be guilty of sin.

Or “soul.”


^ (Prov. 18:21) Death and life are in the power of the tongue; Those who love to use it will eat its fruitage.









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***w20 October p. 17 How to Conduct a Bible Study That Leads to Baptism—Part Two***


ENCOURAGE THE STUDENT TO MAKE FRIENDS IN THE CONGREGATION

10. As described at 1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8, how can a teacher imitate Paul’s example?

10 Teachers must show genuine, personal interest in their students. View them as your future spiritual brothers or sisters. (Read 1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8.) It is not easy for them to give up friends in the world and to make all the necessary changes to serve Jehovah. We need to help them find true friends in the congregation. Be a friend to your student by spending time with him not only during the Bible study but also on other occasions. A phone call, a text message, or a short visit in between studies shows that you really care about him.

11. What do we want our students to find in the congregation, and why?

11 It has been said: “It takes a village to raise a child.” We could say: “It takes a congregation to make a disciple.” That is why effective Bible teachers introduce their students to others in the congregation who can have a good influence on them. The students can then enjoy associating with God’s people, who can give them spiritual and emotional support. We want each student to feel that he belongs in the congregation and is part of our spiritual family. We want him to be drawn to our warm and loving Christian brotherhood. Then it will be easier for him to stop having close association with people who do not help him to love Jehovah. (Prov. 13:20) If his former associates reject him, he will know that he can find true friends in Jehovah’s organization.​—Mark 10:29, 30; 1 Pet. 4:4.





^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.



^  (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.



^  (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^  (Mark 10:29, 30) Jesus said: “Truly I say to you, no one has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for my sake and for the sake of the good news 30 who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time*—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things, everlasting life.

Or “in the present time.”


^  (1 Pet. 4:4) They are puzzled that you do not continue running with them in the same decadent course of debauchery, so they speak abusively of you.









^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***sjj song 90 Encourage One Another***


SONG 90

Encourage One Another


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. As we encourage one another

To serve Jehovah faithfully,

We find the bonds of love are strengthened;

Fine works bring peace and unity.

The love we find among God’s people

Gives each the courage to endure.

Our congregation is a refuge,

A place where we can feel secure.



	2. A word when spoken at the right time

Is, oh, how comforting to hear!

We hear these words of consolation

From friends so faithful and so dear.

How good it is to work together

With those whose hopes and goals we share!

We seek to strengthen one another

And help each one his burden bear.



	3. As we with eyes of faith are seeing

The nearness of Jehovah’s day,

We need our gathering together

To keep us walking in the way.

United with Jehovah’s people,

We hope to serve eternally.

So we encourage one another

To hold to our integrity.







(See also Luke 22:32; Acts 14:21, 22; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 5:14.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Luke 22:32) But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.”



^ (Acts 14:21, 22) After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.”



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^ (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.









^ ***bt pp. 16-18 “You Will Be Witnesses of Me”***


“To the Most Distant Part of the Earth” (Acts 1:6-12)

8, 9. (a) What two faulty ideas were Jesus’ apostles entertaining? (b) How did Jesus adjust the apostles’ thinking, providing what lesson for Christians today?

8 When the apostles gathered on the Mount of Olives, they had their last meeting with Jesus on earth. Eagerly, they asked: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” (Acts 1:6) In this one question, the apostles revealed two faulty ideas that they were entertaining. First, they assumed that God’s Kingdom would be restored to fleshly Israel. Second, they expected the promised Kingdom to begin its rule right away, “at this time.” How did Jesus help them to adjust their thinking?

9 Jesus likely knew that the first notion would be corrected soon enough. In fact, his followers were about to witness the birth of a new nation, spiritual Israel, just ten days later! God’s dealings with fleshly Israel were almost at an end. As to the second idea, Jesus kindly reminded them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction.” (Acts 1:7) Jehovah is the Great Timekeeper. Before Jesus died, he himself said that even the Son did not then know the “day and hour” when the end would come but “only the Father.” (Matt. 24:36) To this day, if Christians become unduly concerned about the timing of the end of this system of things, they are, in effect, worrying about what does not belong to them.

10. What attitude of the apostles should we cultivate, and why?

10 Still, we should be careful not to look down on Jesus’ apostles, who were men of great faith. They humbly accepted correction. What is more, although their question sprang from faulty thinking, it also revealed a good attitude. Jesus had repeatedly urged his followers: “Keep on the watch.” (Matt. 24:42; 25:13; 26:41) They were spiritually alert, eagerly watching for evidence that Jehovah was about to act. That is the attitude we need to cultivate today. In fact, these climactic “last days” make it ever more urgent that we do so.​—2 Tim. 3:1-5.

11, 12. (a) Jesus gave his followers what commission? (b) Why was it fitting for Jesus to mention the holy spirit in connection with the commission to preach?

11 Jesus reminded the apostles of what should be their main concern. He said: “You will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) In Jerusalem, where people had put Jesus to death, the news of his resurrection would be proclaimed first. From there, the message would radiate outward into all of Judea, then to Samaria, then far beyond.

12 Fittingly, Jesus mentioned the preaching commission only after renewing his promise to send the holy spirit to help them. This is one of more than 40 times that the expression “holy spirit” occurs in the book of Acts. Again and again, this vivid Bible book makes it clear that we cannot accomplish Jehovah’s will without the aid of holy spirit. How important it is, then, that we pray for that spirit regularly! (Luke 11:13) We need it now more than ever.

13. How extensive is the preaching assignment given to God’s people today, and why should we embrace it eagerly?

13 The meaning of what constitutes “the most distant part of the earth” has changed since those days. As noted in the preceding chapter, however, Jehovah’s Witnesses have wholeheartedly accepted this assignment to witness, knowing that God wants all sorts of people to hear the good news of his Kingdom. (1 Tim. 2:3, 4) Are you immersed in this lifesaving work? You will not be able to find a more fulfilling, satisfying work anywhere! Jehovah will give you the power you need to do it. The book of Acts will tell you much about the right methods to use and the attitude to develop in order to be effective.

14, 15. (a) What did the angels say about Christ’s return, and what did they mean? (See also footnote.) (b) How did Christ’s return prove to be “in the same manner” as his departure?

14 As mentioned at the outset of this chapter, Jesus rose from the earth and disappeared from view. Yet, the 11 apostles kept standing there, looking into the sky. Finally, two angels appeared and offered this gentle rebuke: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who was taken up from you into the sky will come in the same manner as you have seen him going into the sky.” (Acts 1:11) Did the angels mean that Jesus would return in the same body, as some religionists teach? No, they did not. How do we know?

15 The angels said that Jesus would return, not in the same form, but “in the same manner.”* In what manner did he depart? He was out of sight when the angels spoke. Only those few men, the apostles, perceived that Jesus had left the vicinity of the earth and was on his way to his Father in heaven. The manner of Christ’s return was to be similar. So it has been. Today, only those with spiritual discernment realize that Jesus is present in kingly power. (Luke 17:20) We need to discern the evidence of his presence and convey it to others so that they too may see the urgency of our times.





^ (Acts 1:6-12) So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 7 He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction. 8 But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.” 9 After he had said these things, while they were looking on, he was lifted up and a cloud caught him up from their sight. 10 And as they were gazing into the sky while he was on his way, suddenly two men in white* garments stood beside them 11 and said: “Men of Galʹi·lee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who was taken up from you into the sky will come in the same manner as you have seen him going into the sky.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from a mountain called the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, only a sabbath day’s journey away.

Or “bright.”


^  (Acts 1:6) So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?”



^  (Acts 1:7) He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction.



^  (Matt. 24:36) “Concerning that day and hour nobody knows, neither the angels of the heavens nor the Son, but only the Father.



^  (Matt. 24:42) Keep on the watch, therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.



^  (Matt. 25:13) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.



^  (Matt. 26:41) Keep on the watch and pray continually, so that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit, of course, is eager,* but the flesh is weak.”

Or “willing.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^  (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.”



^  (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (1 Tim. 2:3, 4) This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, 4 whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^  (Acts 1:11) and said: “Men of Galʹi·lee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who was taken up from you into the sky will come in the same manner as you have seen him going into the sky.”



^  (Luke 17:20) On being asked by the Pharisees when the Kingdom of God was coming, he answered them: “The Kingdom of God is not coming with striking observableness;







^  Here the Bible uses the Greek word troʹpos, denoting “manner,” and not mor·pheʹ, meaning “form.”









^ ***sjj song 63 We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses!***


SONG 63

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses!


(Isaiah 43:10-12)


	1. Men make gods of wood and stone,

But the true God they’ve not known.

He is God Almighty,

As he’s often shown.

Other gods just cannot see

What in future days will be.

For witnesses they look all in vain,

Since none their godship can maintain.

(CHORUS)

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.

We speak out in fearlessness.

Ours is the God of true prophecy;

What he foretells comes to be.





	2. Proudly we declare God’s name,

Bearing witness to his fame.

News about his Kingdom,

Boldly we proclaim.

We help others come to see

How the truth can set them free.

As they grow strong, their voices they’ll raise,

Singing to God this song of praise.

(CHORUS)

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.

We speak out in fearlessness.

Ours is the God of true prophecy;

What he foretells comes to be.





	3. Witnessing exalts God’s name,

Lifts therefrom reproach and shame.

And it warns the wicked,

Who God’s name defame.

Pardon it holds out to men,

If they turn to God again.

Whole-souled devotion brings joy and peace;

Promise of life that will not cease.

(CHORUS)

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.

We speak out in fearlessness.

Ours is the God of true prophecy;

What he foretells comes to be.









(See also Isa. 37:19; 55:11; Ezek. 3:19.)





^ (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Isa. 37:19) And they have thrown their gods into the fire, because they were not gods but the work of human hands, wood and stone. That is why they could destroy them.



^ (Isa. 55:11) So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^ (Ezek. 3:19) But if you warn someone wicked and he does not turn back from his wickedness and from his wicked course, he will die for his error, but you will certainly save your own life.*

Or “soul.”














^ ***w22 January p. 16 Lessons We Can Learn From Jesus’ Tears***


 9. Like Jesus, how can you support those who grieve? Give an example.

9 You can support those who grieve. Jesus not only wept with Martha and Mary but also listened and spoke reassuringly to them. We can do the same for those who grieve. Dan, an elder who lives in Australia, says: “After losing my wife, I needed support. Several couples made themselves available day and night just to listen to me. They let me grieve, and they were not embarrassed by my tears. They also offered practical help, such as washing my car, shopping for groceries, and cooking meals when I felt unable to care for these tasks myself. And they prayed with me often. They proved to be true friends and brothers who are ‘born for times of distress.’”​—Prov. 17:17.





^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.









^ ***w21 September p. 30 When a Loved One Leaves Jehovah***


16. How can the congregation provide ongoing support?

16 Continue to support faithful family members. They need your love and encouragement now more than ever. (Heb. 10:24, 25) At times, family members of disfellowshipped ones have felt that they too have been excluded from association with the congregation. Do not let that happen! Young people whose parents have left the truth especially need commendation and encouragement. Maria, whose husband was disfellowshipped and left the family, says: “Some of my friends came to my house and cooked food and helped us with the family study. They felt my pain and cried with me. They defended me when false rumors circulated. They really lifted my spirits!”​—Rom. 12:13, 15.





^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (Rom. 12:13) Share with the holy ones according to their needs. Follow the course of hospitality.



^  (Rom. 12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.









^ ***w90 9/1 pp. 22-23 Are You Reaching Out?***

20. How may a body of elders be able to help a former overseer or ministerial servant?

20 A body of elders should realize that deletion may cause stress for a former overseer or ministerial servant, even if he voluntarily gives up the privilege. If he is not disfellowshipped, but the elders see that the brother is depressed, they ought to provide loving spiritual assistance. (1 Thessalonians 5:14) They should help him to realize that he is needed in the congregation. Even if counsel has been required, it may not be such a long time before a humble and grateful man again receives added privileges of service in the congregation.



^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.


















^ ***sjj song 38 He Will Make You Strong***


SONG 38

He Will Make You Strong


(1 Peter 5:10)


	1. There was a reason why God brought the truth to you

And called you from the darkness to the light.

Within your heart, he saw the longing that you had

To search for him and practice what is right.

You promised him in prayer to do his will;

He helped you then, and he will help you still.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.





	2. God gave his own beloved Son in your behalf;

On this account, He wants you to succeed.

If He did not withhold the gift of His dear Son,

Then never doubt He’ll give the strength you need.

He won’t forget the faith and love you’ve shown;

He will not fail to care for all His own.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.









(See also Rom. 8:32; 14:8, 9; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 2:9.)





^ (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^ (Rom. 8:32) Since he did not even spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also, along with him, kindly give us all other things?



^ (Rom. 14:8, 9) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah. 9 For to this end Christ died and came to life again, so that he might be Lord over both the dead and the living.



^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.








^ ***w95 1/1 p. 9 Triumphing Over Satan and His Works***

19. (a) What thoughts did Job have to contend with? (b) How may elders follow Elihu’s example?

19 It is of interest that God’s servant Job had to contend with “disquieting thoughts” that Satan conveyed through Eliphaz and Zophar. (Job 4:13-18; 20:2, 3) Job thus suffered “vexation,” resulting in his indulging in “wild talk” about the “terrors” afflicting his mind. (Job 6:2-4; 30:15, 16) Elihu listened quietly to Job and sincerely helped him see Jehovah’s all-wise view of matters. Likewise today, understanding elders show that they care for afflicted ones by not adding more “pressure” to such ones. Rather, like Elihu, they patiently listen to them and then apply the soothing oil of God’s Word. (Job 33:1-3, 7; James 5:13-15) Thus anyone whose emotions are disturbed by traumas, real or fancied, or who is “terrified . . . with dreams, and by visions” as Job was, may find soothing Scriptural comfort within the congregation.​—Job 7:14; James 4:7.



^  (Job 4:13-18) In troubling thoughts during visions of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, 14 A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice: 17 ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^  (Job 20:2, 3) “This is why my own troubling thoughts urge me to answer Because of the agitation I feel.  3 I have heard a reproof that insults me; And my understanding* impels me to reply.

Lit., “a spirit from my understanding.”


^  (Job 6:2-4) “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*  4 For the arrows of the Almighty have pierced me, And my spirit is drinking their venom; The terrors from God are lined up against me.

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^  (Job 30:15, 16) Terror overwhelms me; My dignity is driven away like the wind, And my salvation vanishes like a cloud. 16 Now my life* ebbs from me; Days of affliction take hold of me.

Or “soul.”


^  (Job 33:1-3) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.  2 Look, please! I must open my mouth; My tongue* must speak.  3 My words declare the uprightness of my heart, And my lips sincerely tell what I know.

Lit., “My tongue with my palate.”


^  (Job 33:7) So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.



^  (Jas. 5:13-15) Is there anyone suffering hardship among you? Let him carry on prayer. Is there anyone in good spirits? Let him sing psalms. 14 Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.


^  (Job 7:14) Then you terrify me with dreams And frighten me with visions,



^  (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***th p. 9 Scripture Application Made Clear***


STUDY 6

Scripture Application Made Clear



John 10:33-36

SUMMARY: Do not simply read a scripture and then move on to the next point. Make sure that your listeners see clearly the connection between the scripture you read and the point you are making.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Isolate key words. After reading a scripture, highlight the words that relate directly to your main point. You may do this by repeating those words or by asking a question that invites your listeners to identify the key words.

If you use different words to restate the idea of the scripture, be sure that your listeners can still plainly see how the words in the Bible itself connect to your main point.








	  Emphasize the point. If you introduced the scripture with a clear reason for reading it, explain how the key words of the scripture relate to that reason.

As you discuss the scripture, keep your Bible open. This helps your listeners to connect your words to the verse you just read.








	  Make your application simple. Avoid commenting on irrelevant details that do not contribute to the main point. Based on what your listeners already know about the topic, decide how many facts are necessary to make the point of application clear and understandable.










^ (John 10:33-36) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.” 34 Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’? 35 If he called ‘gods’ those against* whom the word of God came—and yet the scripture cannot be nullified— 36 do you say to me* whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?

Or “to.”
Or “of him.”








^ ***g 5/09 pp. 12-13 Does God Want You to Be Rich?***

The Bible’s Viewpoint

Does God Want You to Be Rich?

“It’s a new day God has given me! I’m on my way to a six-figure income!”

“I’m dreaming big​—because all of heaven is dreaming big.”

“God gives us power to get wealth.”

“I’m prospering because of the Book [the Bible].”

THESE statements reflect the view of a number of religious groups that attribute material wealth to the blessing of God. If you do the right thing by God, they preach, he will empower you to gain the good things of this life and reward you afterward as well. The theology has wide appeal, and books promoting it are best sellers. But does this “prosperity theology” harmonize with the Bible?

To be sure, our Creator, whom the Bible calls “the happy God,” wants us to lead happy, successful lives. (1 Timothy 1:11; Psalm 1:1-3) Moreover, he blesses those who please him. (Proverbs 10:22) But for us today, is that blessing merely a form of material prosperity? The answer becomes clear when we understand where we are in the stream of time according to God’s purpose.

A Time to Get Rich?

In the past, Jehovah God blessed some of his servants with material wealth, the patriarch Job and King Solomon being good examples of that. (1 Kings 10:23; Job 42:12) Yet, many other God-fearing men had little, including John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. (Mark 1:6; Luke 9:58) The point? According to the Bible, God deals with his servants in harmony with his purpose for them at the time. (Ecclesiastes 3:1) How does that principle apply to us today?

Bible prophecy reveals that we are living in “the conclusion of the system of things,” or “the last days” of the present world. This era would be marked by warfare, disease, famines, earthquakes, and a breakdown in society​—conditions that have plagued mankind on an unprecedented scale since the year 1914. (Matthew 24:3; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; Luke 21:10, 11; Revelation 6:3-8) In short, this world, like a foundering ship, is about to sink! In view of those facts, would it make sense for God to bless each of his servants with material riches, or would God have other priorities for us?

Jesus Christ compared our time with the days of Noah. Jesus said: “As they were in those days before the flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark; and they took no note until the flood came and swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will be.” (Matthew 24:37-39) Jesus also compared our days with the days of Lot. Lot’s neighbors in Sodom and Gomorrah were ‘eating, drinking, buying, selling, planting, and building.’ “But on the day that Lot came out of Sodom it rained fire and sulphur from heaven and destroyed them all,” Jesus said, adding: “The same way it will be on that day when the Son of man is to be revealed.”​—Luke 17:28-30.

To be sure, there is nothing wrong with eating, drinking, marrying, buying, and selling. The danger lies in being so absorbed in those things that we take no note of the urgency of the times. So ask yourself, ‘Would God be doing us a favor if he were to bless us with the very things that would fill our lives with distractions?’* On the contrary, he would be doing us a great disservice. That is not the way of the God of love!​—1 Timothy 6:17; 1 John 4:8.

A Time to Save Lives!

At this critical time in human history, God’s people have an urgent work to do. Jesus said: “This good news of the kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations; and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14) Jehovah’s Witnesses take those words very seriously. Hence, they encourage their neighbors to learn about that Kingdom and God’s requirements for everlasting life.​—John 17:3.

However, God does not expect his faithful servants to be ascetics. Rather, he wants them to be content with life’s necessities so that they can focus on serving him. (Matthew 6:33) He, in turn, will see that their material needs are filled. Says Hebrews 13:5: “Let your manner of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For [God] has said: ‘I will by no means leave you nor by any means forsake you.’”

God will prove true to those words in an outstanding way when he preserves “a great crowd” of true worshippers through the end of the present system of things and into a new world of peace and true prosperity. (Revelation 7:9, 14) Jesus said: “I have come that they [his faithful followers] might have life and might have it in abundance.” (John 10:10) That ‘abundant life’ refers, not to a life of material plenty now, but to endless life in Paradise under God’s Kingdom rule.​—Luke 23:43.

Do not settle for less by being deceived by so-called prosperity theology, which, in reality, is distraction theology. Instead, heed Jesus’ loving but urgent words: “Pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life, and suddenly that day be instantly upon you as a snare.”​—Luke 21:34, 35.

[Footnote]

^  As in the first century, some faithful Christians today are wealthy. However, God warns them not to trust in their riches nor be distracted by them. (Proverbs 11:28; Mark 10:25; Revelation 3:17) Rich or poor, all should focus on doing God’s will.​—Luke 12:31.


HAVE YOU WONDERED?

◼ For what is it now the appointed time?​—Matthew 24:14.

◼ Jesus compared our time with the times of what Bible characters?​—Matthew 24:37-39; Luke 17:28-30.

◼ What must we avoid if we want to gain everlasting life?​—Luke 21:34.

[Blurb on page 13]

So-called prosperity theology is, in reality, distraction theology



^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^ (Ps. 1:1-3) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (1 Ki. 10:23) So King Solʹo·mon was greater than all the other kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.



^ (Job 42:12) So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys.



^ (Mark 1:6) Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.



^ (Luke 9:58) But Jesus said to him: “Foxes have dens and birds of heaven have nests, but the Son of man has nowhere to lay down his head.”



^ (Eccl. 3:1) There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:



^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Luke 21:10, 11) Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (Rev. 6:3-8) When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say: “Come!” 4 Another came out, a fiery-colored horse, and it was granted to the one seated on it to take peace away from the earth so that they should slaughter one another, and he was given a great sword. 5 When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say: “Come!” And I saw, and look! a black horse, and the one seated on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 I heard what sounded like a voice in the midst of the four living creatures say: “A quart* of wheat for a de·narʹi·us* and three quarts of barley for a de·narʹi·us; and do not harm the olive oil and the wine.” 7 When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say: “Come!” 8 And I saw, and look! a pale horse, and the one seated on it had the name Death. And the Grave* was closely following him. And authority was given them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with a long sword and with food shortage and with deadly plague and by the wild beasts of the earth.

See App. B14.
A Roman silver coin that equaled a day’s wage. See App. B14.
Or “Hades,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Matt. 24:37-39) For just as the days of Noah were, so the presence of the Son of man will be. 38 For as they were in those days before the Flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 39 and they took no note until the Flood came and swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will be.



^ (Luke 17:28-30) Likewise, just as it occurred in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building. 29 But on the day that Lot went out of Sodʹom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will be the same on that day when the Son of man is revealed.



^ (1 Tim. 6:17) Instruct those who are rich in the present system of things not to be arrogant, and to place their hope, not on uncertain riches, but on God, who richly provides us with all the things we enjoy.



^ (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^ (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^ (Rev. 7:14) So right away I said to him: “My lord, you are the one who knows.” And he said to me: “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.



^ (John 10:10) The thief does not come unless it is to steal and slay and destroy. I have come that they may have life and have it in abundance.



^ (Luke 23:43) And he said to him: “Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in Paradise.”



^ (Luke 21:34, 35) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you 35 as a snare. For it will come upon all those dwelling on the face of the whole earth.

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”


^ (Prov. 11:28) The one trusting in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the foliage.



^ (Mark 10:25) It is easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter into the Kingdom of God.”



^ (Rev. 3:17) Because you say, “I am rich and have acquired riches and do not need anything at all,” but you do not know that you are miserable and pitiful and poor and blind and naked,



^ (Luke 12:31) Instead, keep seeking his Kingdom, and these things will be added to you.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Matt. 24:37-39) For just as the days of Noah were, so the presence of the Son of man will be. 38 For as they were in those days before the Flood, eating and drinking, men marrying and women being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, 39 and they took no note until the Flood came and swept them all away, so the presence of the Son of man will be.



^ (Luke 17:28-30) Likewise, just as it occurred in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building. 29 But on the day that Lot went out of Sodʹom, it rained fire and sulfur from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 It will be the same on that day when the Son of man is revealed.



^ (Luke 21:34) “But pay attention to yourselves that your hearts never become weighed down with overeating and heavy drinking and anxieties of life,* and suddenly that day be instantly upon you

Or “anxieties over livelihood; worries of daily life.”








^ ***th p. 20 Understandable to Others***


STUDY 17

Understandable to Others



1 Corinthians 14:9

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to grasp the meaning of your message.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Study your material thoroughly. Understand the topic clearly so that you can explain it simply and in your own words.



	  Use short sentences and simple phrases. Although longer sentences are acceptable, convey key points using concise phrases and sentences.

Eliminate unnecessary details that may confuse and overwhelm your listeners. Favor plain language over complicated speech.








	  Explain unfamiliar terms. Minimize the use of expressions that are unfamiliar to your listeners. If you must refer to an unfamiliar term, Bible character, or ancient measurement or custom, provide an explanation.










^ (1 Cor. 14:9) In the same way, unless you with the tongue use speech that is easily understood, how will anyone know what is being said? You will, in fact, be speaking into the air.









^ ***sjj song 136 “A Perfect Wage” From Jehovah***


SONG 136

“A Perfect Wage” From Jehovah


(Ruth 2:12)


	1. Jehovah is faithful and fully aware

Of all those who serve him whole-souled.

He knows there are times their devotion and zeal

Result in their loss as foretold.

If you have left houses or fam’ly or friends,

Be sure that our God knows the sum.

He makes it up now with our dear brotherhood

And life in the new world to come.

(CHORUS)

May Jehovah reward what you have done.

May he provide a perfect wage for you.

May you find refuge beneath his wings.

Jehovah is faithful; Jehovah is true.





	2. At times we may feel that our lot in this life

Has burdened us more than our share.

And sometimes it seems that the cares of the day

Are more than we’re able to bear.

The God of all comfort takes note of your need;

You know he’s the Hearer of prayer.

His Word and his spirit and true, loving friends

Will bring to you comfort and care.

(CHORUS)

May Jehovah reward what you have done.

May he provide a perfect wage for you.

May you find refuge beneath his wings.

Jehovah is faithful; Jehovah is true.









(See also Judg. 11:38-40; Isa. 41:10.)





^ (Ruth 2:12) May Jehovah reward you for what you have done, and may there be a perfect wage* for you from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to seek refuge.”

Or “a full reward.”


^ (Judg. 11:38-40) At this he said: “Go!” So he sent her away for two months, and she went to the mountains with her companions to weep over her virginity. 39 At the end of two months, she returned to her father, after which he carried out the vow he had made regarding her. She never had relations with a man. And it became a custom* in Israel: 40 From year to year, the young women of Israel would go to give commendation to the daughter of Jephʹthah the Gilʹe·ad·ite four days in the year.

Or “regulation.”


^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’









^ ***bt pp. 18-19 “You Will Be Witnesses of Me”***


“Designate Which One . . . You Have Chosen” (Acts 1:13-26)

16-18. (a) From Acts 1:13, 14, what do we learn about Christian gatherings for worship? (b) What can we learn from the example set by Jesus’ mother, Mary? (c) Why are Christian meetings vital today?

16 It is little wonder that the apostles “returned to Jerusalem with great joy.” (Luke 24:52) How, though, would they respond to Christ’s guidance and instruction? In verses 13 and 14 of Acts chapter 1, we find them gathered in an “upper room” and we learn some interesting details about such gatherings. Houses in Palestine at that time often had an upstairs room, accessible by an outside stairway. Might this “upper room” have been atop the house mentioned at Acts 12:12, which belonged to the mother of Mark? At any rate, it was likely a simple, functional place for Christ’s followers to gather. But who gathered, and what did they do?

17 Notice that the gathering was not limited to the apostles, nor just to men. “Some women” were there, including Jesus’ mother, Mary. This is the last direct mention of her in the Bible. It is fitting to think of her in that setting, not seeking prominence, but humbly gathering to worship with her spiritual brothers and sisters. It must have been a comfort to her that her four other sons, who had not been believers during Jesus’ lifetime, were now with her. (Matt. 13:55; John 7:5) Since their half brother’s death and resurrection, they were changed men.​—1 Cor. 15:7.

18 Note, too, why these disciples gathered: “With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer.” (Acts 1:14) Gathering together has always been essential to Christian worship. We gather to encourage one another, to receive instruction and counsel and, above all, to join in worship of our heavenly Father, Jehovah. Our prayers and songs of praise at such times are very pleasing to him and vital for us. May we never forsake these sacred and upbuilding gatherings!​—Heb. 10:24, 25.

19-21. (a) What do we learn from the active role that Peter played in the congregation? (b) Why did Judas need to be replaced, and what can we learn from the way the matter was handled?

19 Those followers of Christ now faced an important organizational need, and the apostle Peter took the lead in addressing it. (Verses 15-26) Is it not comforting to note how far Peter had come in the weeks since he had three times denied his Lord? (Mark 14:72) We are all prone to sin, and we need reminders that Jehovah is “good and ready to forgive” those who sincerely repent.​—Ps. 86:5.

20 Peter perceived that Judas, the apostle who had betrayed Jesus, should be replaced. But by whom? The new apostle should be one who had followed Jesus throughout his ministry and had witnessed his resurrection. (Acts 1:21, 22) That was in harmony with Jesus’ own promise: “You who have followed me will sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel.” (Matt. 19:28) Jehovah evidently purposed to have 12 apostles who followed Jesus during his earthly ministry form the future “12 foundation stones” of New Jerusalem. (Rev. 21:2, 14) God thus allowed Peter to see that the prophecy, “his office of oversight let someone else take,” applied to Judas.​—Ps. 109:8.

21 How was the selection made? By casting lots, a common practice in Bible times. (Prov. 16:33) However, this is the last time that the Bible shows lots being used in this way. Evidently, the later outpouring of holy spirit rendered that method obsolete. Note, though, why lots were used. The apostles prayed: “You, O Jehovah, who know the hearts of all, designate which one of these two men you have chosen.” (Acts 1:23, 24) They wanted the choice to be Jehovah’s. Matthias, likely one of the 70 disciples whom Jesus had sent out to preach, was chosen. Thus, Matthias became one of “the Twelve.”*​—Acts 6:2.

22, 23. Why should we be submissive and obedient to those taking the lead in the congregation today?

22 This incident reminds us of the importance of organization among God’s people. To this day, responsible men are selected to serve as overseers in the congregation. The elders carefully consider the Scriptural qualifications required of such overseers, and they pray for the guidance of holy spirit. The congregation thus views such men as appointed by holy spirit. For our part, we remain submissive and obedient to their lead, promoting a cooperative spirit in the congregation.​—Heb. 13:17.

23 Now that those disciples had been strengthened by Jesus’ resurrection appearances and fortified by organizational refinements, they were fully prepared for what lay ahead. The next chapter will discuss that momentous event.





^ (Acts 1:13-26) When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers. 15 During those days Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers (the number of people was altogether about 120) and said: 16 “Men, brothers, it was necessary for the scripture to be fulfilled that the holy spirit spoke prophetically through David about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he had been numbered among us and he obtained a share in this ministry. 18 (This very man, therefore, purchased a field with the wages for unrighteousness, and falling headfirst,* his body burst open* and all his insides spilled out. 19 This became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language A·kelʹda·ma, that is, “Field of Blood.”) 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his dwelling become desolate, and let there be no inhabitant in it’ and, ‘His office of oversight let someone else take.’ 21 It is therefore necessary that of the men who accompanied us during all the time in which the Lord Jesus carried on his activities among us, 22 starting with his baptism by John until the day he was taken up from us, one of these men should become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barʹsab·bas, who was also called Justus, and Mat·thiʹas. 24 Then they prayed and said: “You, O Jehovah, who know the hearts of all, designate which one of these two men you have chosen 25 to take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas deviated to go to his own place.” 26 So they cast lots over them, and the lot fell to Mat·thiʹas, and he was counted along with the 11 apostles.

Or possibly, “swelling up.”
Or “he burst open in the middle.”


^ (Acts 1:13, 14) When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.



^  (Luke 24:52) And they did obeisance to him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.



^  (Acts 1:13, 14) When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.



^  (Acts 12:12) After he realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John who was called Mark, where quite a few were gathered together and were praying.



^  (Matt. 13:55) Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?



^  (John 7:5) His brothers were, in fact, not exercising faith in him.



^  (1 Cor. 15:7) After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.



^  (Acts 1:14) With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (Acts 1:15-26) During those days Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers (the number of people was altogether about 120) and said: 16 “Men, brothers, it was necessary for the scripture to be fulfilled that the holy spirit spoke prophetically through David about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he had been numbered among us and he obtained a share in this ministry. 18 (This very man, therefore, purchased a field with the wages for unrighteousness, and falling headfirst,* his body burst open* and all his insides spilled out. 19 This became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language A·kelʹda·ma, that is, “Field of Blood.”) 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his dwelling become desolate, and let there be no inhabitant in it’ and, ‘His office of oversight let someone else take.’ 21 It is therefore necessary that of the men who accompanied us during all the time in which the Lord Jesus carried on his activities among us, 22 starting with his baptism by John until the day he was taken up from us, one of these men should become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barʹsab·bas, who was also called Justus, and Mat·thiʹas. 24 Then they prayed and said: “You, O Jehovah, who know the hearts of all, designate which one of these two men you have chosen 25 to take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas deviated to go to his own place.” 26 So they cast lots over them, and the lot fell to Mat·thiʹas, and he was counted along with the 11 apostles.

Or possibly, “swelling up.”
Or “he burst open in the middle.”


^  (Mark 14:72) Immediately a rooster crowed a second time, and Peter recalled what Jesus had said to him: “Before a rooster crows twice, you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and began to weep.



^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^  (Acts 1:21, 22) It is therefore necessary that of the men who accompanied us during all the time in which the Lord Jesus carried on his activities among us, 22 starting with his baptism by John until the day he was taken up from us, one of these men should become a witness with us of his resurrection.”



^  (Matt. 19:28) Jesus said to them: “Truly I say to you, in the re-creation, when the Son of man sits down on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel.



^  (Rev. 21:2) I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.



^  (Rev. 21:14) The wall of the city also had 12 foundation stones, and on them were the 12 names of the 12 apostles of the Lamb.



^  (Ps. 109:8) Let his days be few; His office of oversight let someone else take.



^  (Prov. 16:33) The lot is cast into the lap, But every decision by it is from Jehovah.



^  (Acts 1:23, 24) So they proposed two, Joseph called Barʹsab·bas, who was also called Justus, and Mat·thiʹas. 24 Then they prayed and said: “You, O Jehovah, who know the hearts of all, designate which one of these two men you have chosen



^  (Acts 6:2) So the Twelve called the multitude of the disciples together and said: “It is not right for us to leave the word of God to distribute food to tables.



^  (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”






^  Paul was later appointed to be “an apostle to the nations,” but he was never reckoned among the Twelve. (Rom. 11:13; 1 Cor. 15:4-8) He did not qualify for that special privilege because he had not followed Jesus during his earthly ministry.






^ (Rom. 11:13) Now I speak to you who are people of the nations. Seeing that I am an apostle to the nations, I glorify my ministry



^ (1 Cor. 15:4-8) and that he was buried, yes, that he was raised up on the third day according to the Scriptures; 5 and that he appeared to Ceʹphas, and then to the Twelve. 6 After that he appeared to more than 500 brothers at one time, most of whom are still with us, though some have fallen asleep in death. 7 After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 But last of all he appeared also to me as if to one born prematurely.









^ ***sjj song 103 Shepherds—Gifts in Men***


SONG 103

Shepherds​—Gifts in Men


(Ephesians 4:8)


	1. Help in our lives, Jehovah provides,

Shepherds to tend his flock.

By their example they serve as guides,

Showing us how to walk.

(CHORUS)

God gives us men who have earned our trust,

Men who are loyal and true.

They show concern for his precious sheep;

Love them for all that they do.





	2. Shepherds who love us care how we feel;

Gently they guide the way.

When we are hurt, they help us to heal,

Kind in the words they say.

(CHORUS)

God gives us men who have earned our trust,

Men who are loyal and true.

They show concern for his precious sheep;

Love them for all that they do.





	3. Godly advice and counsel they give,

That we may never stray.

Thus they assist us, God’s way to live,

Serving him ev’ry day.

(CHORUS)

God gives us men who have earned our trust,

Men who are loyal and true.

They show concern for his precious sheep;

Love them for all that they do.









(See also Isa. 32:1, 2; Jer. 3:15; John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28.)





^ (Eph. 4:8) For it says:* “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”

Or possibly, “he says.”


^ (Isa. 32:1, 2) Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.  2 And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”


^ (Jer. 3:15) And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, and they will feed you with knowledge and insight.



^ (John 21:15-17) When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” 17 He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.



^ (Acts 20:28) Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the holy spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son.















^ ***w07 8/1 p. 29 Are You “Rich Toward God”?***

To Be Rich Toward God

12. Doing what will make us rich toward God?

12 In Jesus’ statement, being rich toward God is set in contrast with laying up material treasures for oneself, or enriching oneself materially. Thus, Jesus was saying that our main concern in life should not be the accumulation of material riches or the enjoyment of what we may possess. Instead, we should use our resources in such a way as to enrich, or build up, our relationship with Jehovah. Doing so will surely make us rich toward God. Why? Because it opens the door to many blessings from him. The Bible tells us: “The blessing of Jehovah​—that is what makes rich, and he adds no pain with it.”​—Proverbs 10:22.



^  (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”














^ ***g 9/15 p. 6 A Balanced View of Money***


HOW DO YOU VIEW MONEY?

A self-examination might alert you to the need to acquire a balanced view of money. For example, ask yourself the following questions.

	  Am I attracted to get-rich-quick schemes?



	  Do I find it difficult to be generous with my money?



	  Do I tend to make friends with people who constantly talk about money and the things they own?



	  Do I resort to lying or to other unethical practices in order to make money?



	  Does money make me feel important?



	  Am I always thinking about money?



	  Is my attitude toward money adversely affecting my health and family life?

Cultivate generosity by giving to others







If you answered yes to any of those questions, make an effort to reject materialistic thoughts and temptations. Avoid friendships with people who attach too much importance to money and possessions. Instead, seek association with people who place greater value on high moral principles than on possessions.

Never allow the love of money to take root in your heart. Rather, keep money in its place​—always subordinate to friends, family, and your emotional and physical health. By doing so, you will show that you have a balanced view of money.








^ ***w16 July p. 7 Seek the Kingdom, Not Things***

	Why are you convinced that Jehovah can provide your daily needs?










 1. What difference is there between what we need and what we want?

IT HAS been said that man’s necessities are few, but his wants are infinite. It seems that many cannot see the difference between material needs and wants. What is the difference? A “need” is something you must have because your life depends on it. Food, clothing, and shelter​—these are legitimate necessities. A “want” is something you would like to have, but it is not essential for everyday living.

 2. What are some things that people want?

2 What people want may vary considerably, depending on where they live. In developing countries, many may simply want to have enough money to buy a cell phone, a motorbike, or a small plot of land. In wealthier lands, the urge may be to acquire a lavish wardrobe, a bigger house, or a more expensive automobile. In any case, herein lies a real danger​—becoming ensnared by materialism, wanting more and more things, whether we need them or not and whether we can afford them or not.








^ ***w14 4/15 p. 21 No One Can Serve Two Masters***


JEHOVAH MAKES OUR EFFORTS “SUCCESSFUL”

17, 18. (a) In what do Christians always have a choice? (b) What questions will we consider in the next article?

17 Our Father, Jehovah, has committed himself to helping us obtain the things we really need if we put the Kingdom and his righteousness first in our lives. (Matt. 6:33) Thus, true Christians always have a choice. Jehovah promises to provide a “way out” that does not require compromising Bible principles, no matter what challenges we face. (Read 1 Corinthians 10:13.) When we “wait expectantly” for Jehovah, when we “rely on him” by praying for his wisdom and direction and by following his commands and principles, then “he will act in [our] behalf.” (Ps. 37:5, 7) He will actively bless our sincere efforts to serve only him as the one true Master. If we put him first, he will make our lives “successful.”​—Compare Genesis 39:3.





^  (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^  (1 Cor. 10:13) No temptation has come upon you except what is common to men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation he will also make the way out so that you may be able to endure it.



^  (Ps. 37:5) Commit your way to* Jehovah; Rely on him, and he will act in your behalf.

Lit., “Roll your way upon.”


^  (Ps. 37:7) Keep silent before Jehovah And wait expectantly* for him. Do not be upset by the man Who succeeds in carrying out his schemes.

Or “patiently.”


^  (Gen. 39:3) And his master saw that Jehovah was with him and that Jehovah was making everything that he did successful.















^ ***sjj song 49 Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad***


SONG 49

Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Great God, we’ve vowed to do your will;

In wisdom your work we’ll fulfill,

For then we know we’ll have a part

In making glad your loving heart.



	2. Your slave, your steward here on earth,

Declares your greatness and your worth

And feeds us nourishment when due,

To strengthen us your will to do.



	3. Impart to us your active force,

That we may keep a faithful course

And bring forth fruitage to your praise.

May we make glad your heart each day.







(See also Matt. 24:45-47; Luke 11:13; 22:42.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.



^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (Luke 22:42) saying: “Father, if you want to, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but yours take place.”









^ ***w04 7/15 pp. 21-22 Use Spiritual Goals to Glorify Your Creator***

Consider how Jehovah accomplished the creation of the universe. With the words “there came to be evening and there came to be morning,” Jehovah marked off the successive periods of creation. (Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31) At the beginning of each creative time period, he well knew his goal, or objective, for that day. And God carried out his purpose to create things. (Revelation 4:11) “[Jehovah’s] own soul has a desire, and he will do it,” said the patriarch Job. (Job 23:13) How satisfying it must have been for Jehovah to see “everything he had made” and declare it “very good”!​—Genesis 1:31.

For our goals to become a reality, we too must have a strong desire to achieve them. What will help us develop such an intense desire? Even while the earth was formless and waste, Jehovah could foresee the end result​—a beautiful jewel in space, bringing him glory and honor. Similarly, our desire to accomplish what we set out to do can be cultivated by meditating on the results and benefits of achieving the goal. That was the experience of 19-year-old Tony. He never forgot his first impression of a visit to a branch office of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Western Europe. From then on, the question that occupied Tony’s mind was, ‘What would it be like to live and serve in a place like that?’ Tony never stopped thinking about the possibility, and he continued to reach out for it. How happy he was when several years later his application to serve at the branch was approved!



^ (Gen. 1:5) God called the light Day, but the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, a first day.



^ (Gen. 1:8) God called the expanse Heaven.* And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.

Or “Sky.”


^ (Gen. 1:13) And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.



^ (Gen. 1:19) And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.



^ (Gen. 1:23) And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.



^ (Gen. 1:31) After that God saw everything he had made, and look! it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.



^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^ (Job 23:13) When he is determined, who can resist him? When he* wants to do something, he does it.

Or “his soul.”


^ (Gen. 1:31) After that God saw everything he had made, and look! it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***w21 May pp. 18-19 Maintain a Positive Attitude Toward Your Ministry***


WHY WE REMAIN POSITIVE IN OUR MINISTRY

17. Why did Jesus remain positive in his ministry?

17 Jesus remained positive and kept preaching even though some were indifferent to his message. Why? He knew how much the people needed to know the truth, and he wanted to give as many as possible an opportunity to accept the Kingdom message. He also knew that some who initially were indifferent would eventually respond. Consider what happened in his own family. During Jesus’ entire three-and-a-half-year ministry, none of his brothers became his disciples. (John 7:5) Yet, after his resurrection, they became Christians.​—Acts 1:14.

18. Why do we continue preaching?

18 We do not know who will eventually accept the Bible truths we teach. Some people take longer than others to respond to our message. Even those who choose not to listen to us see our good conduct and positive attitude, and they may eventually begin to “glorify God.”​—1 Pet. 2:12.

19. According to 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7, what must we recognize?

19 As we plant and water, we must recognize the role that God plays. (Read 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7.) Getahun, a brother who serves in Ethiopia, says: “For more than 20 years, I was the only Witness in a seldom-worked territory. But now there are 14 publishers here. Thirteen of them got baptized, including my wife and three children. We have an average of 32 people at the meetings.” Getahun is glad that he continued preaching while he patiently waited for Jehovah to draw honesthearted people to His organization!​—John 6:44.

20. In what way are we like rescuers?

20 Jehovah views all human life as precious. He gives us the privilege of working along with his Son in gathering people from all nations before the end of this system comes. (Hag. 2:7) Our preaching work could be likened to a rescue mission. And we are like members of a rescue team sent to free people trapped in a mine. Although only a few miners may be found alive, the work done by all the rescuers is valuable. The same is true of the work we do in our ministry. We do not know how many people will yet be rescued from Satan’s system. But Jehovah can use any one of us to help them. Andreas, who lives in Bolivia, says, “I see each person who learns Bible truths and gets baptized as the result of a group effort.” May we maintain a similar positive attitude toward our ministry. If we do, Jehovah will bless us, and our ministry will be a real source of joy.





^  (John 7:5) His brothers were, in fact, not exercising faith in him.



^  (Acts 1:14) With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.



^  (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^ (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow.



^  (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow.



^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (Hag. 2:7) “‘And I will shake all the nations, and the precious* things of all the nations will come in; and I will fill this house with glory,’ says Jehovah of armies.

Or “desirable.”








^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***sjj song 134 Children Are a Trust From God***


SONG 134

Children Are a Trust From God


(Psalm 127:3-5)


	1. When a man becomes a father

And a woman has a child of her own,

They share a trust, they must remember,

That is not theirs, not theirs alone.

The gift they share is from Jehovah;

Of life and love he is the one true Source.

To parents he gives sure direction

That they may follow the wisest course.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.





	2. All the words God has commanded—

They must always prove to be on your heart.

These words you’ll speak to sons and daughters;

This is your trust, this is your part.

To them you’ll speak along your roadway,

When you rise up and when you are at rest.

In years to come, may they remember,

May they be faithful, may they be blessed.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.









(See also Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 6:4; 1 Tim. 4:16.)





^ (Ps. 127:3-5) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate.

Or “Children.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.









^ ***bt pp. 21-22 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***


 1. Describe the atmosphere of the Festival of Pentecost.

THE streets of Jerusalem are bustling with excitement.* Smoke ascends from the temple altar as the Levites sing the Hallel (Psalms 113 to 118), likely in antiphonal, or call-and-response, style. Visitors crowd the streets. They have come from such far-flung places as Elam, Mesopotamia, Cappadocia, Pontus, Egypt, and Rome.* What is the occasion? Pentecost, also called “the day of the first ripe fruits.” (Num. 28:26) This annual festival marks the end of the barley harvest and the beginning of the wheat harvest. It is a joyous day.

JERUSALEM​—THE CENTER OF JUDAISM


Much of the action of the first chapters of Acts takes place in Jerusalem. This city stands among the hills of Judea’s central mountain range, about 34 miles (55 km) east of the Mediterranean Sea. In 1070 B.C.E., King David conquered the hilltop fortress of Mount Zion, located here, and the city that grew up around it became the capital of the ancient nation of Israel.

Close by Mount Zion stands Mount Moriah, where, according to ancient Jewish tradition, Abraham attempted to sacrifice Isaac, some 1,900 years before the events described in Acts. Mount Moriah became part of the city when Solomon built the first temple of Jehovah atop it. This edifice came to be the focal point of Jewish public life and worship.

It was to Jehovah’s temple that all devout Jews regularly gathered from all over the inhabited earth to sacrifice, worship, and observe seasonal festivals. They did so in obedience to God’s command: “Three times a year, all your males should appear before Jehovah your God in the place that he chooses.” (Deut. 16:16) Jerusalem was also the seat of the Great Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court and national administrative council.





 2. What amazing events occur at Pentecost 33 C.E.?

2 At about nine o’clock on this mild spring morning in 33 C.E., something happens that will be marveled at for centuries to come. Suddenly, there occurs “a noise from heaven, just like that of a rushing, stiff breeze,” or “like the roaring of a mighty windstorm.” (Acts 2:2; International Standard Version) The loud sound fills the house where about 120 disciples of Jesus are gathered. Next, something amazing takes place. Tongues as if of fire become visible, and one rests on each of the disciples.* Then, the disciples become “filled with holy spirit” and begin speaking in foreign languages! When the disciples leave the house, those visitors they encounter on the streets of Jerusalem are astonished, for the disciples are able to speak to them! Indeed, each one hears them “speaking in his own language.”​—Acts 2:1-6.

 3. (a) Why can Pentecost 33 C.E. be called a milestone in the history of true worship? (b) How did Peter’s speech tie in with the use of “the keys of the Kingdom”?

3 This stirring account describes a milestone in true worship​—the founding of the nation of spiritual Israel, the anointed Christian congregation. (Gal. 6:16) But there is more. When Peter addressed the crowd that day, he used the first of three “keys of the Kingdom,” each of which would open up special privileges to a different group of people. (Matt. 16:18, 19) This first key made it possible for Jews and Jewish proselytes to accept the good news and to be anointed with God’s holy spirit.* They would thus become part of spiritual Israel, and as such, they would have the hope of ruling as kings and priests in the Messianic Kingdom. (Rev. 5:9, 10) In time, that privilege would be extended to Samaritans and then to Gentiles. What can Christians today learn from the momentous events of Pentecost 33 C.E.?





^  (Pss. 113:1-118:29) Praise Jah!* Offer praise, you servants of Jehovah, Praise the name of Jehovah.  2 May Jehovah’s name be praised From now on and forever.  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, Let Jehovah’s name be praised.  4 Jehovah is high above all the nations; His glory is above the heavens.  5 Who is like Jehovah our God, The one who dwells* on high?  6 He stoops down to look on heaven and earth,  7 Raising the lowly from the dust. He lifts up the poor from the ash heap*  8 In order to make him sit with nobles, With the nobles of his people.  9 He gives the barren woman a home As a happy mother with children.* Praise Jah!* 
114 When Israel went out of Egypt, The house of Jacob from a people speaking a foreign language,  2 Judah became his sanctuary,* Israel, his dominion.  3 The sea saw it and fled; The Jordan turned back.  4 The mountains skipped about like rams, The hills, like lambs.  5 What made you flee, O sea? Why, O Jordan, did you turn back?  6 Why did you skip about like rams, O mountains, Like lambs, O hills?  7 Tremble, O earth, because of the Lord, Because of the God of Jacob,  8 Who turns the rock into a reedy pool of water, The flinty rock into springs of water. 
115 Not to us, O Jehovah, not to us,* But to your name give glory Because of your loyal love and your faithfulness.  2 Why should the nations say: “Where is their God?”  3 Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever he pleases.  4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of human hands.  5 A mouth they have, but they cannot speak; Eyes, but they cannot see;  6 Ears they have, but they cannot hear; A nose, but they cannot smell;  7 Hands they have, but they cannot feel; Feet, but they cannot walk; They make no sound with their throat.  8 The people who make them will become just like them, As will all those who trust in them.  9 O Israel, trust in Jehovah —He is their help and their shield. 10 O house of Aaron, trust in Jehovah —He is their help and their shield. 11 You who fear Jehovah, trust in Jehovah —He is their help and their shield. 12 Jehovah remembers us and will bless; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron. 13 He will bless those who fear Jehovah, The small as well as the great. 14 Jehovah will give you an increase, To you and your children.* 15 May you be blessed by Jehovah, The Maker of heaven and earth. 16 As for the heavens, they belong to Jehovah, But the earth he has given to the sons of men. 17 The dead do not praise Jah; Nor do any who go down into the silence of death.* 18 But we will praise Jah From now on and forever. Praise Jah!* 
116 I love Jehovah Because he hears* my voice, my pleas for help.  2 For he inclines his ear* to me, And I will call on him as long as I live.*  3 The ropes of death encircled me; The Grave had me in its grip.* I was overcome by distress and grief.  4 But I called on the name of Jehovah: “O Jehovah, rescue me!”*  5 Jehovah is compassionate* and righteous; Our God is merciful.  6 Jehovah is guarding the inexperienced. I was brought low, and he saved me.  7 Let my soul* rest once again, For Jehovah has dealt kindly with me.  8 You have rescued me* from death, My eye from tears, my foot from stumbling.  9 I will walk before Jehovah in the land of the living. 10 I had faith, for I spoke; I was greatly afflicted. 11 As for me, I panicked and said: “Every man is a liar.” 12 With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me? 13 I will take up the cup of salvation,* And I will call on the name of Jehovah. 14 I will pay my vows to Jehovah In the presence of all his people. 15 Costly* in the eyes of Jehovah Is the death of his loyal ones. 16 I beg you, O Jehovah, For I am your servant. I am your servant, the son of your slave girl. You have freed me from my bonds. 17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving; I will call on the name of Jehovah. 18 I will pay my vows to Jehovah In the presence of all his people, 19 In the courtyards of the house of Jehovah, In your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise Jah!* 
117 Praise Jehovah, all you nations; Glorify him, all you peoples.*  2 For his loyal love toward us is great; The faithfulness of Jehovah endures forever. Praise Jah!* 
118 Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.  2 Let Israel now say: “His loyal love endures forever.”  3 Let those of the house of Aaron now say: “His loyal love endures forever.”  4 Let those fearing Jehovah now say: “His loyal love endures forever.”  5 I called on Jah* in my distress; Jah answered and brought me into a place of safety.*  6 Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?  7 Jehovah is on my side as my helper;* I will look in triumph on those who hate me.  8 It is better to take refuge in Jehovah Than to trust in humans.  9 It is better to take refuge in Jehovah Than to trust in princes. 10 All the nations surrounded me, But in the name of Jehovah, I warded them off. 11 They surrounded me, yes, I was completely surrounded, But in the name of Jehovah, I warded them off. 12 They surrounded me like bees, But they were extinguished as quickly as a fire among thorns. In the name of Jehovah, I warded them off. 13 I was pushed hard* to make me fall, But Jehovah helped me. 14 Jah is my shelter and my strength, And he has become my salvation. 15 The sound of rejoicing and salvation* Is in the tents of the righteous. The right hand of Jehovah is demonstrating its power. 16 The right hand of Jehovah is exalting itself; The right hand of Jehovah is demonstrating its power. 17 I will not die, no, I will live, In order to declare the works of Jah. 18 Jah disciplined me severely, But he did not hand me over to death. 19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and praise Jah. 20 This is the gate of Jehovah. The righteous will enter through it. 21 I will praise you, for you answered me And you became my salvation. 22 The stone that the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.* 23 This has come from Jehovah; It is wonderful in our eyes. 24 This is the day that Jehovah has made; We will be joyful and rejoice in it. 25 Jehovah, save us, please, we beg! Jehovah, grant us victory, please! 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of Jehovah; We bless you from the house of Jehovah. 27 Jehovah is God; He gives us light. Join in the festival procession with branches in hand, Up to the horns of the altar. 28 You are my God, and I will praise you; My God, I will exalt you. 29 Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “sits enthroned.”
Or possibly, “garbage dump.”
Lit., “sons.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “holy place.”
Or “To us belongs nothing, O ­Jehovah, to us belongs nothing.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “into silence.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or possibly, “I love because Jehovah hears.”
Or “bends down to listen.”
Lit., “in my days.”
Lit., “The distresses of Sheol found me.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “gracious.”
See Glossary.
Or “my soul.”
Or “grand salvation.”
Lit., “Precious.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “clans.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “a roomy place.”
Or possibly, “along with those helping me.”
Or possibly, “You pushed me hard.”
Or “victory.”
Lit., “the head of the corner.”


^  (Num. 28:26) “‘On the day of the first ripe fruits, when you present a new grain offering to Jehovah, you should hold a holy convention in your feast of weeks. You must not do any hard work.



^ (Acts 1:1-26) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach 2 until the day that he was taken up, after he had given instructions through holy spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God. 4 While he was meeting with them, he ordered them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but keep waiting for what the Father has promised, about which you heard from me; 5 for John, indeed, baptized with water, but you will be baptized with holy spirit not many days after this.” 6 So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 7 He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction. 8 But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.” 9 After he had said these things, while they were looking on, he was lifted up and a cloud caught him up from their sight. 10 And as they were gazing into the sky while he was on his way, suddenly two men in white* garments stood beside them 11 and said: “Men of Galʹi·lee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who was taken up from you into the sky will come in the same manner as you have seen him going into the sky.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from a mountain called the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, only a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers. 15 During those days Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers (the number of people was altogether about 120) and said: 16 “Men, brothers, it was necessary for the scripture to be fulfilled that the holy spirit spoke prophetically through David about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he had been numbered among us and he obtained a share in this ministry. 18 (This very man, therefore, purchased a field with the wages for unrighteousness, and falling headfirst,* his body burst open* and all his insides spilled out. 19 This became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language A·kelʹda·ma, that is, “Field of Blood.”) 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his dwelling become desolate, and let there be no inhabitant in it’ and, ‘His office of oversight let someone else take.’ 21 It is therefore necessary that of the men who accompanied us during all the time in which the Lord Jesus carried on his activities among us, 22 starting with his baptism by John until the day he was taken up from us, one of these men should become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barʹsab·bas, who was also called Justus, and Mat·thiʹas. 24 Then they prayed and said: “You, O Jehovah, who know the hearts of all, designate which one of these two men you have chosen 25 to take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas deviated to go to his own place.” 26 So they cast lots over them, and the lot fell to Mat·thiʹas, and he was counted along with the 11 apostles.

Or “bright.”
Or possibly, “swelling up.”
Or “he burst open in the middle.”


^ (Deut. 16:16) “Three times a year, all your males should appear before Jehovah your God in the place that he chooses: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths,* and none of them should appear before Jehovah empty-handed.

Or “Temporary Shelters.”


^  (Acts 2:2) Suddenly there was a noise from heaven, just like that of a rushing, stiff breeze, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.



^  (Acts 2:1-6) Now while the day of the Festival of Pentecost was in progress, they were all together at the same place. 2 Suddenly there was a noise from heaven, just like that of a rushing, stiff breeze, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And tongues as if of fire became visible to them and were distributed, and one came to rest on each one of them, 4 and they all became filled with holy spirit and started to speak in different languages, just as the spirit enabled them to speak. 5 At that time devout Jews from every nation under heaven were staying in Jerusalem. 6 So when this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.



^  (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^  (Matt. 16:18, 19) Also, I say to you: You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my congregation, and the gates of the Grave will not overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of the heavens, and whatever you may bind on earth will already be bound in the heavens, and whatever you may loosen on earth will already be loosened in the heavens.”



^  (Rev. 5:9, 10) And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were slaughtered and with your blood you bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue* and people and nation, 10 and you made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they are to rule as kings over the earth.”

Or “language.”






^  See the box “Jerusalem​—The Center of Judaism.”


^  See the boxes “Rome​—Capital of an Empire,” “Jews in Mesopotamia and Egypt,” and “Christianity in Pontus.”


^  The “tongues” were, not of literal fire, but “as if of fire,” evidently indicating that the observable manifestation on each disciple had the appearance and radiance of fire.


^  See the box “Who Were the Proselytes?”









^ ***bt p. 23 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***

JERUSALEM​—THE CENTER OF JUDAISM


Much of the action of the first chapters of Acts takes place in Jerusalem. This city stands among the hills of Judea’s central mountain range, about 34 miles (55 km) east of the Mediterranean Sea. In 1070 B.C.E., King David conquered the hilltop fortress of Mount Zion, located here, and the city that grew up around it became the capital of the ancient nation of Israel.

Close by Mount Zion stands Mount Moriah, where, according to ancient Jewish tradition, Abraham attempted to sacrifice Isaac, some 1,900 years before the events described in Acts. Mount Moriah became part of the city when Solomon built the first temple of Jehovah atop it. This edifice came to be the focal point of Jewish public life and worship.

It was to Jehovah’s temple that all devout Jews regularly gathered from all over the inhabited earth to sacrifice, worship, and observe seasonal festivals. They did so in obedience to God’s command: “Three times a year, all your males should appear before Jehovah your God in the place that he chooses.” (Deut. 16:16) Jerusalem was also the seat of the Great Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court and national administrative council.







^ (Acts 1:1-26) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach 2 until the day that he was taken up, after he had given instructions through holy spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God. 4 While he was meeting with them, he ordered them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but keep waiting for what the Father has promised, about which you heard from me; 5 for John, indeed, baptized with water, but you will be baptized with holy spirit not many days after this.” 6 So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 7 He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction. 8 But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.” 9 After he had said these things, while they were looking on, he was lifted up and a cloud caught him up from their sight. 10 And as they were gazing into the sky while he was on his way, suddenly two men in white* garments stood beside them 11 and said: “Men of Galʹi·lee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus who was taken up from you into the sky will come in the same manner as you have seen him going into the sky.” 12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from a mountain called the Mount of Olives, which is near Jerusalem, only a sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers. 15 During those days Peter stood up in the midst of the brothers (the number of people was altogether about 120) and said: 16 “Men, brothers, it was necessary for the scripture to be fulfilled that the holy spirit spoke prophetically through David about Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. 17 For he had been numbered among us and he obtained a share in this ministry. 18 (This very man, therefore, purchased a field with the wages for unrighteousness, and falling headfirst,* his body burst open* and all his insides spilled out. 19 This became known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their language A·kelʹda·ma, that is, “Field of Blood.”) 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, ‘Let his dwelling become desolate, and let there be no inhabitant in it’ and, ‘His office of oversight let someone else take.’ 21 It is therefore necessary that of the men who accompanied us during all the time in which the Lord Jesus carried on his activities among us, 22 starting with his baptism by John until the day he was taken up from us, one of these men should become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barʹsab·bas, who was also called Justus, and Mat·thiʹas. 24 Then they prayed and said: “You, O Jehovah, who know the hearts of all, designate which one of these two men you have chosen 25 to take the place of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas deviated to go to his own place.” 26 So they cast lots over them, and the lot fell to Mat·thiʹas, and he was counted along with the 11 apostles.

Or “bright.”
Or possibly, “swelling up.”
Or “he burst open in the middle.”


^ (Deut. 16:16) “Three times a year, all your males should appear before Jehovah your God in the place that he chooses: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, and the Festival of Booths,* and none of them should appear before Jehovah empty-handed.

Or “Temporary Shelters.”








^ ***bt p. 24 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***

ROME​—CAPITAL OF AN EMPIRE


During the period of time covered by the book of Acts, Rome was the largest and politically the most important city in the then-known world. It was the capital of an empire that at its peak dominated lands stretching from Britain to North Africa and from the Atlantic Ocean to the Persian Gulf.

Rome was a melting pot of cultures, races, languages, and superstitions. A network of well-maintained roads brought travelers and merchandise from every corner of the empire. At the nearby port of Ostia, ships that plied busy trade routes unloaded foodstuffs and luxury goods destined for the city.

By the first century C.E., well over a million people lived in Rome. Perhaps half of the population were slaves​—condemned criminals, children sold or abandoned by their parents, and prisoners captured during campaigns by the Roman legions. Among those brought to Rome as slaves were Jews from Jerusalem, following the conquest of that city by Roman General Pompey in 63 B.C.E.

Most of the free population were paupers, who lived in crowded multistory housing and depended on government subsidies. The emperors, however, adorned their capital with some of the most magnificent public buildings ever seen. Among them were theaters and great stadiums that offered such spectacles as stage performances, gladiatorial contests, and chariot racing​—all free for the entertainment of the masses.










^ ***bt p. 25 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***

JEWS IN MESOPOTAMIA AND EGYPT


The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 B.C.–A.D. 135) states: “In Mesopotamia, Media and Babylonia lived the descendants of members of the kingdom of the ten tribes [of Israel], and of the kingdom of Judah, once deported there by the Assyrians and the Babylonians.” According to Ezra 2:64, only 42,360 Israelites returned to Jerusalem from their Babylonian exile. This took place in 537 B.C.E. Flavius Josephus remarks that in the first century C.E., the Jews who “dwelt about Babylonia” numbered into the tens of thousands. In the third to the fifth centuries C.E., these communities produced the work known as the Babylonian Talmud.

Documentary evidence exists of a Jewish presence in Egypt at least as early as the sixth century B.C.E. During that period, Jeremiah directed a message to Jews living in various localities of Egypt, including Memphis. (Jer. 44:1, ftn.) It is likely that large numbers immigrated to Egypt during the Hellenistic period. Josephus says that Jews were among the first settlers of Alexandria. In time, an entire section of this city was allotted to them. In the first century C.E., Jewish writer Philo asserted that a million of his fellow countrymen lived throughout Egypt, from “the side of Libya to the boundaries of Ethiopia.”







^ (Ezra 2:64) The total number of the entire congregation was 42,360,



^ (Jer. 44:1) The word that came to Jeremiah for all the Jews living in the land of Egypt, those living in Migʹdol, Tahʹpan·hes, Noph,* and the land of Pathʹros, saying:

Or “Memphis.”








^ ***bt p. 26 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***

CHRISTIANITY IN PONTUS


Among those who heard Peter’s speech at Pentecost 33 C.E. were Jews from Pontus, a district of northern Asia Minor. (Acts 2:9) Evidently, some of them took the good news back to their homeland, for those to whom Peter addressed his first letter included believers who were “scattered about” in such places as Pontus. (1 Pet. 1:1) His writing reveals that these Christians had been “distressed by various trials” because of their faith. (1 Pet. 1:6) Likely, this included opposition and persecution.

Further tests faced by Christians in Pontus are alluded to in correspondence between Pliny the Younger, governor of the Roman province of Bithynia and Pontus, and Emperor Trajan. Writing from Pontus in about 112 C.E., Pliny reported that the “contagion” of Christianity threatened everyone, regardless of gender, age, or rank. Pliny gave those accused of being Christians opportunity to deny it, and those who would not, he executed. Any who cursed Christ or recited a prayer to the gods or to Trajan’s statue were released. Pliny acknowledged that these were things that “those who are really Christians cannot be made to do.”







^ (Acts 2:9) Parʹthi·ans, Medes, and Eʹlam·ites, the inhabitants of Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, Ju·deʹa and Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Ponʹtus and the province of Asia,



^ (1 Pet. 1:1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the temporary residents scattered about in Ponʹtus, Ga·laʹti·a, Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Asia, and Bi·thynʹi·a, to those chosen



^ (1 Pet. 1:6) Because of this you are greatly rejoicing, though for a short time, if it must be, you have been distressed by various trials,









^ ***bt p. 27 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***

WHO WERE THE PROSELYTES?


“Both Jews and proselytes” heard Peter’s preaching at Pentecost 33 C.E.​—Acts 2:10.

Among the qualified men appointed to care for the “necessary matter” of the daily distribution of food was Nicolaus, who is identified as “a proselyte of Antioch.” (Acts 6:3-5) Proselytes were Gentiles, that is, non-Jews, who had converted to Judaism. They were considered Jews in all respects, since they accepted the God and the Law of Israel, rejected all other gods, underwent circumcision (if male), and joined themselves to the nation of Israel.

After the Jews were released from exile in Babylon in 537 B.C.E., many settled far from the land of Israel but continued to practice Judaism. By this means, people throughout the ancient Near East and beyond became acquainted with the Jewish religion. Ancient writers, such as Horace and Seneca, testify that multitudes in different lands who were attracted to the Jews and their beliefs joined their communities and became proselytes.







^ (Acts 2:10) Phrygʹi·a and Pam·phylʹi·a, Egypt and the regions of Libʹy·a near Cy·reʹne, sojourners from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,



^ (Acts 6:3-5) So, brothers, select for yourselves seven reputable men from among you, full of spirit and wisdom, that we may appoint them over this necessary matter; 4 but we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 What they said was pleasing to the whole multitude, and they selected Stephen, a man full of faith and holy spirit, as well as Philip, Prochʹo·rus, Ni·caʹnor, Tiʹmon, Parʹme·nas, and Nic·o·laʹus, a proselyte of Antioch.









^ ***sjj song 25 A Special Possession***


SONG 25

A Special Possession


(1 Peter 2:9)


	1. God has a new creation,

His spirit-anointed sons.

He has bought them from mankind;

His approval they’ve won.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.





	2. They are a holy nation,

Who handle the truth aright.

God has called them from darkness

To his wonderful light.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.





	3. Faithful to their commission,

They gather the other sheep.

To the Lamb they are loyal.

His commandments they keep.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.









(See also Isa. 43:20b, 21; Mal. 3:17; Col. 1:13.)





^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.


^ (Isa. 43:20, 21) The wild beast of the field will honor me, The jackals and the ostriches, For I provide water in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert, For my people, my chosen one, to drink, 21 The people whom I formed for myself So that they might declare my praise.



^ (Mal. 3:17) “And they will be mine,” says Jehovah of armies, “in the day when I produce a special property.* I will show them compassion, just as a man shows compassion to his son who serves him.

Or “a treasured possession.”


^ (Col. 1:13) He rescued us from the authority of the darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,















^ ***w05 9/15 p. 27 Resist Wrong Thinking!***

Closely related to the idea that God is too exacting is the view that he regards humans as useless. Eliphaz’ third speech contains the question: “Can an able-bodied man be of use to God himself, that anyone having insight should be of use toward him?” (Job 22:2) Eliphaz was implying that man is useless to God. In a similar vein, Bildad argued: “How can mortal man be in the right before God, or how can one born of a woman be clean?” (Job 25:4) According to that line of reasoning, how could Job, a mere mortal, ever presume to have a righteous standing before God?

Some people today are plagued with negative feelings about themselves. Such factors as family upbringing, exposure to the pressures of life, or being victims of racial or ethnic hatred may have contributed to this. But Satan and his demons also take delight in crushing a person. If they can influence an individual to feel that nothing he does is good enough for Almighty God, he is more vulnerable to despondency. In time, such a person could drift away, even draw away, from the living God.​—Hebrews 2:1; 3:12.

Advancing age and health problems put limitations on us. The share we have in Kingdom service may seem quite small in comparison with what we did when we were younger, healthier, and stronger. How important it is to recognize that Satan and his demons want us to feel that what we do is not good enough for God! We must resist such thinking.



^ (Job 22:2) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?



^ (Job 25:4) So how can mortal man be righteous before God, Or how can one born of a woman be innocent?*

Or “pure.”


^ (Heb. 2:1) That is why it is necessary for us to pay more than the usual attention to the things we have heard, so that we never drift away.



^ (Heb. 3:12) Beware, brothers, for fear there should ever develop in any one of you a wicked heart lacking faith by drawing away from the living God;









^ ***w95 2/15 pp. 27-28 A Lesson in How to Handle Problems***

His three companions further disheartened Job by voicing personal ideas rather than godly wisdom. Eliphaz went so far as to say that ‘God has no faith in his servants’ and that it did not really matter to Jehovah whether Job was righteous or not. (Job 4:18; 22:2, 3) It is hard to imagine a more discouraging​—or more untruthful—​remark than that! Not surprisingly, Jehovah later rebuked Eliphaz and his companions for this blasphemy. “You men have not spoken concerning me what is truthful,” he said. (Job 42:7) But the most damaging assertion was yet to come.



^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 22:2, 3) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.









^ ***w03 4/15 pp. 14-15 Youths Who Make Jehovah’s Heart Rejoice***

10. (a) How do we know that Satan called into question the integrity of more than just Job? (b) How are you involved in the issue of sovereignty?

10 As revealed in the Bible account, Satan called into question not only Job’s loyalty but also that of all others who serve God​—including you. In fact, speaking of mankind in general, Satan said to Jehovah: “Everything that a man [not just Job but anyone] has he will give in behalf of his soul.” (Job 2:4) Do you see your role in this vital issue? As indicated at Proverbs 27:11, Jehovah is saying that there is something you can give to him​—a basis for him to make a reply to his taunter, Satan. Imagine​—the Universal Sovereign is calling upon you to share in addressing the greatest issue of all time. What an awesome responsibility and privilege is yours! Can you fulfill what Jehovah is asking of you? Job did. (Job 2:9, 10) So did Jesus as well as countless others throughout history, including many youths. (Philippians 2:8; Revelation 6:9) You can do the same. Make no mistake about it, though, there is no neutral ground in this matter. By your course of action, you will show that you support either Satan’s taunt or Jehovah’s reply. Which will you choose to uphold?

Jehovah Cares for You!

11, 12. Does it make a difference to Jehovah whether you choose to serve him or not? Explain.

11 Does it really matter to Jehovah which choice you make? Have not enough people already remained faithful for him to give an adequate reply to Satan? True, the Devil asserted that no one serves Jehovah out of love, a charge that has already been proved false. Still, Jehovah wants you to take his side on the issue of sovereignty because he cares about you as an individual. Jesus said: “It is not a desirable thing with my Father who is in heaven for one of these little ones to perish.”​—Matthew 18:14.

12 Clearly, Jehovah is interested in the course you choose. More than that, he is affected by it. The Bible makes clear that Jehovah has deep feelings that are stirred by the good or the bad actions of humans. For example, when the Israelites repeatedly rebelled, Jehovah was “pained.” (Psalm 78:40, 41) Before the Deluge of Noah’s day, when “the badness of man was abundant,” Jehovah “felt hurt at his heart.” (Genesis 6:5, 6) Think about what this means. If you adopted a wrong course, you could cause your Creator to feel pain. This does not mean that God is weak or is ruled by emotion. Rather, he loves you and cares about your welfare. On the other hand, when you do what is right, Jehovah’s heart rejoices. He is happy not only because he has a further reply to give to Satan but also because he can now become your Rewarder. And that is something he wants to become. (Hebrews 11:6) What a loving Father you have in Jehovah God!



^  (Job 2:4) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.*

Or “soul.”


^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^  (Job 2:9, 10) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips.



^  (Phil. 2:8) More than that, when he came as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, yes, death on a torture stake.



^  (Rev. 6:9) When he opened the fifth seal, I saw underneath the altar the souls* of those slaughtered because of the word of God and because of the witness they had given.

Evidently referring to their lifeblood poured out at the altar. See Glossary.


^  (Matt. 18:14) Likewise, it is not a desirable thing to my Father who is in heaven for even one of these little ones to perish.



^  (Ps. 78:40, 41) How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness And made him feel hurt in the desert! 41 Again and again they put God to the test, And they grieved* the Holy One of Israel.

Or “pained.”


^  (Gen. 6:5, 6) Consequently, Jehovah saw that man’s wickedness was great on the earth and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only bad all the time. 6 Jehovah regretted* that he had made men on the earth, and his heart was saddened.*

Or “was grieved.”
Or “and he felt hurt at his heart.”


^  (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”

















^ ***sjj song 34 Walking in Integrity***


SONG 34

Walking in Integrity


(Psalm 26)


	1. Please judge me, Lord, observe my loyalty;

Observe my trust in you and my integrity.

Examine me, and put me to the test;

My mind and heart refine, that my soul might be blessed.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.





	2. I do not sit with wicked men of lies.

I hate the company of those who truth despise.

Jehovah, please, don’t take away my life

With men who take delight in bribery and strife.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.





	3. For I have loved the dwelling of your house.

Your worship, oh, so pure, I daily will espouse.

And I will march around your altar grand,

To make thanksgiving heard aloud throughout the land.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.









(See also Ps. 25:2.)





^ (Ps. 26:0-12) Of David. 26 Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in my integrity; In Jehovah I have trusted without wavering.  2 Examine me, O Jehovah, and put me to the test; Refine my innermost thoughts* and my heart.  3 For your loyal love is always in front of me, And I walk in your truth.  4 I do not associate* with deceitful men, And I avoid those who hide what they are.*  5 I hate the company of evil men, And I refuse to associate* with the wicked.  6 I will wash my hands in innocence, And I will march around your altar, O Jehovah,  7 To cause the sound of thanksgiving to be heard And to declare all your wonderful works.  8 Jehovah, I love the house where you dwell, The place where your glory resides.  9 Do not sweep me* away with sinners Nor take my life away with violent men,* 10 Whose hands engage in shameful conduct, And whose right hand is full of bribes. 11 But as for me, I will walk in my integrity. Rescue* me and show me favor. 12 My foot is standing on level ground; In the great congregation,* I will praise Jehovah.

Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “I do not mingle with hypocrites.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “with men of bloodshed.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Lit., “In assemblies.”


^ (Ps. 25:2) My God, I trust in you; Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies gloat over me.









^ ***w16 November pp. 9-10 Organized in Harmony With God’s Own Book***


JEHOVAH, THE INCOMPARABLE ORGANIZER

 3. What convinces you that Jehovah is the incomparable Organizer?

3 Creation proves that God is the incomparable Organizer. “Jehovah founded the earth in wisdom,” says the Bible. “He solidly established the heavens in discernment.” (Prov. 3:19) We know only “the fringes of [God’s] ways,” and “only a faint whisper has been heard of him.” (Job 26:14) Yet, the little we know about planets, stars, and galaxies moves us to acknowledge that these celestial bodies are superbly organized. (Ps. 8:3, 4) Galaxies consist of millions of stars, all moving in space in an orderly way. Why, planets in our solar system travel in orbits around the sun as though they were humbly obeying traffic laws! Surely the mind-boggling order evident in the universe helps us to see that Jehovah, who “skillfully made the heavens” and the earth, deserves our praise, loyalty, and worship.​—Ps. 136:1, 5-9.





^  (Prov. 3:19) Jehovah founded the earth in wisdom. He solidly established the heavens in discernment.



^  (Job 26:14) Look! These are just the fringes of his ways; Only a faint whisper has been heard of him! So who can understand his mighty thunder?”



^  (Ps. 8:3, 4) When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,  4 What is mortal man that you keep him in mind, And a son of man that you take care of him?



^  (Ps. 136:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.



^  (Ps. 136:5-9) He skillfully made* the heavens, For his loyal love endures forever.  6 He spread out the earth over the waters, For his loyal love endures forever.  7 He made the great lights, For his loyal love endures forever,  8 The sun to rule over the day, For his loyal love endures forever,  9 The moon and the stars to rule over the night, For his loyal love endures forever.

Or “made with understanding.”








^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***th p. 20 Understandable to Others***


STUDY 17

Understandable to Others



1 Corinthians 14:9

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to grasp the meaning of your message.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Study your material thoroughly. Understand the topic clearly so that you can explain it simply and in your own words.



	  Use short sentences and simple phrases. Although longer sentences are acceptable, convey key points using concise phrases and sentences.

Eliminate unnecessary details that may confuse and overwhelm your listeners. Favor plain language over complicated speech.








	  Explain unfamiliar terms. Minimize the use of expressions that are unfamiliar to your listeners. If you must refer to an unfamiliar term, Bible character, or ancient measurement or custom, provide an explanation.










^ (1 Cor. 14:9) In the same way, unless you with the tongue use speech that is easily understood, how will anyone know what is being said? You will, in fact, be speaking into the air.









^ ***lff lesson 13***



If God is love, why have so many evil acts been committed by religions that claim to represent him? Put simply, these religions are false; they misrepresent God. How have they misrepresented him? How does he feel about that? And what will he do about it?

1. How does false religion misrepresent God by its teachings?

False religion has “exchanged the truth of God for the lie.” (Romans 1:25) For example, most religions have not taught their followers God’s name. However, the Bible says that God’s name must be used. (Romans 10:13, 14) Some religious leaders say that when something terrible happens, it is God’s will. But that is a lie. God is never the source of evil. (Read James 1:13.) Sadly, religious lies have pushed people away from God.

2. How does false religion misrepresent God by its actions?

False religion does not treat people as Jehovah does. The Bible says that false religion’s “sins have massed together clear up to heaven.” (Revelation 18:5) For centuries, religions have meddled in politics, supported wars, and caused or approved the death of countless numbers of people. Some religious leaders enjoy a lavish lifestyle and demand money from their followers to pay for it. These actions prove that they do not even know God, let alone have the right to represent him.​—Read 1 John 4:8.

3. How does God feel about false religion?

If the things done by false religion make you angry, how do you think Jehovah feels? He loves people, but he is angry with religious leaders who misrepresent him and mistreat their followers. He promises that false religion will be destroyed and “will never be found again.” (Revelation 18:21) Soon, God will put an end to all false religion.​—Revelation 18:8.







^ (Rom. 1:25) They exchanged the truth of God for the lie and venerated* and rendered sacred service to the creation rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.

Or “worshipped.”


^ (Rom. 10:13, 14) For “everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” 14 However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?



^ (Jas. 1:13) When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.



^ (Rev. 18:5) For her sins have massed together clear up to heaven, and God has called her acts of injustice* to mind.

Or “her crimes.”


^ (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^ (Rev. 18:21) And a strong angel lifted up a stone like a great millstone and hurled it into the sea, saying: “Thus with a swift pitch will Babylon the great city be hurled down, and she will never be found again.



^ (Rev. 18:8) That is why in one day her plagues will come, death and mourning and famine, and she will be completely burned with fire, because Jehovah* God, who judged her, is strong.

See App. A5.








^ ***th p. 18 Expressed With Conviction***


STUDY 15

Expressed With Conviction



1 Thessalonians 1:5

SUMMARY: Show that you firmly believe in the truth and the importance of what you are saying.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare thoroughly. Study the material until you understand how the Scriptural arguments can lead to one logical conclusion. Try to express the main points of your presentation in a few simple words. Concentrate on its value to your listeners. Pray for holy spirit.

Practice your presentation aloud to become fully acquainted with your material and to improve your delivery.








	  Use words that convey conviction. Rather than repeating the exact wording of published material, use your own words. Choose language that shows you are certain of what you are saying.



	  Express yourself earnestly and sincerely. Speak with sufficient volume. Where it is not offensive to do so, maintain eye contact with your listeners.

Do not confuse expressing conviction with being tactless, opinionated, or pushy. Even when speaking earnestly, appeal to your listeners in a loving manner.















^ (1 Thess. 1:5) because the good news we preach did not come to you with speech alone but also with power and with holy spirit and with strong conviction, just as you know what sort of men we became among you for your sakes.









^ ***sjj song 45 The Meditation of My Heart***


SONG 45

The Meditation of My Heart


(Psalm 19:14)


	1. The meditation of my heart,

The thoughts I ponder through the day—

May they be pleasing to you, Lord,

And keep me steadfast in your way.

When worries weigh upon my mind

And make me restless in the night,

Then may I meditate on you

And things I know to be upright.



	2. Whatever things are chaste and true,

Whatever virtue there may be,

Whatever things well-spoken-of—

May thoughts of these bring peace to me.

How precious are your thoughts, O God!

Beyond all counting is their sum.

So may I ponder your own words,

Absorbed in them may I become.







(See also Ps. 49:3; 63:6; 139:17, 23; Phil. 4:7, 8; 1 Tim. 4:15.)





^ (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.



^ (Ps. 49:3) My own mouth will speak wisdom, And the meditation of my heart will show understanding.



^ (Ps. 63:6) I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.



^ (Ps. 139:17) So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them!



^ (Ps. 139:23) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts.

Or “disquieting.”


^ (Phil. 4:7, 8) and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.









^ ***bt pp. 22-25 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***


“All Together at the Same Place” (Acts 2:1-4)

 4. How is the modern-day Christian congregation an extension of the congregation that was formed in 33 C.E.?

4 The Christian congregation began with about 120 disciples who were “all together at the same place”​—an upper room—​and who were anointed with holy spirit. (Acts 2:1) By the end of that day, baptized members of that congregation numbered into the thousands. And that was just the beginning of the growth of an organization that continues to expand today! Yes, a community of God-fearing men and women​—the modern-day Christian congregation—​is the means by which the “good news of the Kingdom” is being “preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations” before the end of this system of things.​—Matt. 24:14.

 5. What blessing would come from associating with the Christian congregation, both in the first century and today?

5 The Christian congregation would also be a source of spiritual strength to its members, both those of the anointed and, later on, those of the “other sheep.” (John 10:16) Paul showed his appreciation for the mutual support that members of the congregation provide when he wrote to the Christians in Rome: “I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.”​—Rom. 1:11, 12.

ROME​—CAPITAL OF AN EMPIRE


During the period of time covered by the book of Acts, Rome was the largest and politically the most important city in the then-known world. It was the capital of an empire that at its peak dominated lands stretching from Britain to North Africa and from the Atlantic Ocean to the Persian Gulf.

Rome was a melting pot of cultures, races, languages, and superstitions. A network of well-maintained roads brought travelers and merchandise from every corner of the empire. At the nearby port of Ostia, ships that plied busy trade routes unloaded foodstuffs and luxury goods destined for the city.

By the first century C.E., well over a million people lived in Rome. Perhaps half of the population were slaves​—condemned criminals, children sold or abandoned by their parents, and prisoners captured during campaigns by the Roman legions. Among those brought to Rome as slaves were Jews from Jerusalem, following the conquest of that city by Roman General Pompey in 63 B.C.E.

Most of the free population were paupers, who lived in crowded multistory housing and depended on government subsidies. The emperors, however, adorned their capital with some of the most magnificent public buildings ever seen. Among them were theaters and great stadiums that offered such spectacles as stage performances, gladiatorial contests, and chariot racing​—all free for the entertainment of the masses.





6, 7. How is the Christian congregation today fulfilling Jesus’ commission to preach to all nations?

6 Today, the Christian congregation has the same objectives that it had in the first century. Jesus gave his disciples a challenging yet thrilling work to perform. He told them: “Make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you.”​—Matt. 28:19, 20.

7 The Christian congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses is the agency through which that work is accomplished today. Of course, it is a challenge to reach people of different languages. Yet, Jehovah’s Witnesses have produced Bible-based material in more than 1,000 languages. If you are actively associated with the Christian congregation and are sharing in the Kingdom-preaching and disciple-making work, you have reason to rejoice. You are counted among the comparatively few on earth today who have the privilege of bearing thorough witness to Jehovah’s name!

 8. What help do we get through the Christian congregation?

8 To help you endure with joy during these critical times, Jehovah God has provided a worldwide association of brothers. Paul wrote to the Hebrew Christians: “Let us consider one another so as to incite to love and fine works, not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.” (Heb. 10:24, 25) The Christian congregation is a provision from Jehovah so that you can encourage others and also be encouraged yourself. Stay close to your spiritual brothers and sisters. Never forsake gathering together at Christian meetings!

“Each One Heard . . . in His Own Language” (Acts 2:5-13)

9, 10. How have some made themselves available to reach out to those who speak a different language?

9 Imagine the excitement that must have surged through the mixed company of Jews and proselytes at Pentecost 33 C.E. Most of those present likely spoke a common language, perhaps Greek or Hebrew. But now “each one heard [the disciples] speaking in his own language.” (Acts 2:6) Surely those listeners must have been touched to hear the good news in their mother tongue. Of course, Christians today are not gifted with a miraculous ability to speak foreign tongues. Many, however, have made themselves available to spread the Kingdom message to people of all national groups. How? Some have learned a new language so that they can serve with a nearby foreign-language congregation or even move to a foreign land. Often, they have found that their listeners are quite impressed by their efforts.

10 Consider Christine, who took a Gujarati course along with seven other Witnesses. When she encountered a Gujarati-speaking workmate, she greeted the young woman in her native tongue. The woman was impressed and wanted to know why Christine was making the effort to learn such a difficult language as Gujarati. Christine was able to give a fine witness. The young woman remarked to Christine: “You must really have something important to say.”

11. How can we be prepared to preach the Kingdom message to people of other language groups?

11 Of course, not all of us can learn another language. Nevertheless, we can be prepared to preach the Kingdom message to people of other language groups. How? One way is by using the JW Language® app to learn a simple greeting in a language commonly spoken in your area. You can also learn a few phrases in that language that may arouse the interest of those who speak it. Direct them to jw.org, and perhaps show them the variety of videos and publications available in their language. By using such tools in our ministry, we may have the same joy that our first-century brothers had when people from foreign lands were amazed to hear the good news “each one . . . in his own language.”

JEWS IN MESOPOTAMIA AND EGYPT


The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 B.C.–A.D. 135) states: “In Mesopotamia, Media and Babylonia lived the descendants of members of the kingdom of the ten tribes [of Israel], and of the kingdom of Judah, once deported there by the Assyrians and the Babylonians.” According to Ezra 2:64, only 42,360 Israelites returned to Jerusalem from their Babylonian exile. This took place in 537 B.C.E. Flavius Josephus remarks that in the first century C.E., the Jews who “dwelt about Babylonia” numbered into the tens of thousands. In the third to the fifth centuries C.E., these communities produced the work known as the Babylonian Talmud.

Documentary evidence exists of a Jewish presence in Egypt at least as early as the sixth century B.C.E. During that period, Jeremiah directed a message to Jews living in various localities of Egypt, including Memphis. (Jer. 44:1, ftn.) It is likely that large numbers immigrated to Egypt during the Hellenistic period. Josephus says that Jews were among the first settlers of Alexandria. In time, an entire section of this city was allotted to them. In the first century C.E., Jewish writer Philo asserted that a million of his fellow countrymen lived throughout Egypt, from “the side of Libya to the boundaries of Ethiopia.”









^ (Acts 2:1-4) Now while the day of the Festival of Pentecost was in progress, they were all together at the same place. 2 Suddenly there was a noise from heaven, just like that of a rushing, stiff breeze, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And tongues as if of fire became visible to them and were distributed, and one came to rest on each one of them, 4 and they all became filled with holy spirit and started to speak in different languages, just as the spirit enabled them to speak.



^  (Acts 2:1) Now while the day of the Festival of Pentecost was in progress, they were all together at the same place.



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^  (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Acts 2:5-13) At that time devout Jews from every nation under heaven were staying in Jerusalem. 6 So when this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Indeed, they were utterly amazed and said: “See here, all these who are speaking are Gal·i·leʹans, are they not? 8 How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language? 9 Parʹthi·ans, Medes, and Eʹlam·ites, the inhabitants of Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, Ju·deʹa and Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Ponʹtus and the province of Asia, 10 Phrygʹi·a and Pam·phylʹi·a, Egypt and the regions of Libʹy·a near Cy·reʹne, sojourners from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Creʹtans, and Arabians—we hear them speaking in our languages about the magnificent things of God.” 12 Yes, they were all astonished and perplexed, saying to one another: “What does this mean?” 13 However, others mocked them and said: “They are full of sweet wine.”



^  (Acts 2:6) So when this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language.



^ (Ezra 2:64) The total number of the entire congregation was 42,360,



^ (Jer. 44:1) The word that came to Jeremiah for all the Jews living in the land of Egypt, those living in Migʹdol, Tahʹpan·hes, Noph,* and the land of Pathʹros, saying:

Or “Memphis.”








^ ***sjj song 57 Preaching to All Sorts of People***


SONG 57

Preaching to All Sorts of People


(1 Timothy 2:4)


	1. We really want to imitate our God,

To be impartial, as we know he is.

To save all sorts of people is his will;

He welcomes all to come and to be his.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	2. It doesn’t matter where they may be found

Or what at first they might appear to be.

What really counts is what they are at heart—

The inner self, the one Jehovah sees.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	3. Jehovah welcomes all who make the choice

To leave the world and all its ways behind.

This we have learned, and this we want to share,

And so we preach to people of all kinds.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”









(See also John 12:32; Acts 10:34; 1 Tim. 4:10; Titus 2:11.)





^ (1 Tim. 2:4) whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^ (John 12:32) And yet I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all sorts of men to myself.”



^ (Acts 10:34) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial,



^ (1 Tim. 4:10) This is why we are working hard and exerting ourselves, because we have rested our hope on a living God, who is a Savior of all sorts of men, especially of faithful ones.



^ (Titus 2:11) For the undeserved kindness of God has been manifested, bringing salvation to all sorts of people.















^ ***it-1 p. 1210 Integrity***

Job. Job, who evidently lived in the period between the death of Joseph and the time of Moses, is described as a man who had “proved to be blameless [Heb., tam] and upright, and fearing God and turning aside from bad.” (Job 1:1; see JOB.) That human integrity forms part of the issue between Jehovah God and Satan is clear from God’s questioning his Adversary about Job when Satan appeared during an angelic assembly in the courts of heaven. Satan imputed false motive to Job’s worship of God, alleging that Job served not out of pure devotion but for selfish benefits. He thereby placed in question Job’s integrity to God. Permitted to divest Job of his vast possessions and even of his children, Satan failed to crack Job’s integrity. (Job 1:6–2:3) He then claimed that Job was selfishly willing to endure the loss of possessions and children as long as he could save his own skin. (Job 2:4, 5) Thereafter stricken with a painful, consuming disease and subjected to dissuasion from his own wife as well as to disparaging criticism and slurs from companions who misrepresented God’s standards and purposes (Job 2:6-13; 22:1, 5-11), Job’s response was that he would not deny having been a man of integrity. “Until I expire I shall not take away my integrity from myself! On my justness I have laid hold, and I shall not let it go; my heart will not taunt me for any of my days.” (Job 27:5, 6) His maintaining integrity demonstrated that God’s Adversary was a liar.



^ (Job 1:1) There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job.* He was an upright man of integrity;* he feared God and shunned what was bad.

Possibly meaning “Object of Hostility.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ (Job 1:6-2:3) Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them. 7 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 12 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 20 At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.* 
2 Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah. 2 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.”

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”
Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”


^ (Job 2:4, 5) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Or “soul.”


^ (Job 2:6-13) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes. 9 Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips. 11 Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. They began to weep loudly and to rip their garments apart, and they threw dust into the air and onto their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.

Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”
Or “acquaintances.”


^ (Job 22:1) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:



^ (Job 22:5-11) Is it not because your own wickedness is so great And there is no end to your errors?  6 For you seize a pledge from your brothers for no reason, And you strip people of their garments, leaving them naked.*  7 You do not give the tired one a drink of water, And you hold back food from the hungry.  8 The land belongs to the powerful man, And the favored one dwells in it.  9 But you sent away widows empty-handed, And you crushed the arms of fatherless children.* 10 That is why you are surrounded by traps,* And sudden terrors frighten you; 11 That is why it is so dark that you cannot see, And a flood of water covers you.

Lit., “strip off garments of the naked.”
Or “of orphans.”
Lit., “bird traps.”


^ (Job 27:5, 6) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!  6 I will maintain my righteousness and never let it go; My heart will not condemn* me as long as I live.*

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”
Or “taunt.”
Or “for any of my days.”








^ ***w19 February p. 3 Keep Your Integrity!***


WHAT IS INTEGRITY?

 3. (a) What does integrity mean for us? (b) What examples show that completeness, soundness, or wholeness matter to us?

3 When applied to us as servants of God, integrity means wholehearted love for and unbreakable devotion to Jehovah as a Person, so that his will comes first in all our decisions. Consider some background. One basic meaning of the Bible word for “integrity” is this: complete, sound, or whole. For example, the Israelites offered up animals in sacrifice to Jehovah, and the Law said that the animals had to be sound.* (Lev. 22:21, 22) God’s people were not allowed to offer up an animal that was missing a leg, an ear, or an eye; nor could they offer one full of disease. It was important to Jehovah that the animal be complete, sound, or whole. (Mal. 1:6-9) We can understand why Jehovah cares about soundness or completeness. When we purchase something, whether a piece of fruit, a book, or a tool, we do not want one that has gaping holes or parts missing. We want one that is complete, sound, or whole. Jehovah feels similarly when it comes to our love for him, our loyalty. It must be complete, sound, or whole.

 4. (a) Why can an imperfect person have integrity? (b) According to Psalm 103:12-14, what does Jehovah expect of us?

4 Should we conclude that we must be perfect in order to have integrity? After all, we may feel that we are less than sound, or even very flawed. Consider two reasons why we need not fear. First, Jehovah does not focus on our flaws. His Word tells us: “If errors were what you watch, O Jah, then who, O Jehovah, could stand?” (Ps. 130:3) He knows that we are imperfect, sinful humans, and he forgives us generously. (Ps. 86:5) Second, Jehovah knows our limitations, and he does not expect more of us than we can do. (Read Psalm 103:12-14.) In what sense, then, can we be complete, sound, or whole in his eyes?

 5. For servants of Jehovah, how is love the key to integrity?

5 For servants of Jehovah, the key to integrity is love. Our love for God, our loyal devotion to him as our heavenly Father, must remain complete, sound, or whole. If our love remains like that even when we are tested, then we have integrity. (1 Chron. 28:9; Matt. 22:37) Consider again the three Witnesses we described at the outset. Why do they act as they do? Does the young girl hate having fun at school, or does the young man hope to be embarrassed at a door, or does the family man want to lose his job? Of course not. Rather, they know that Jehovah has righteous standards, and their minds are focused on what pleases their heavenly Father. Their love for him moves them to put him first in the decisions they make. They thus put their integrity into action.





^  (Lev. 22:21, 22) “‘If a man presents a communion sacrifice to Jehovah to pay a vow or as a voluntary offering, it should be a sound animal from the herd or the flock, in order to gain approval. No defect at all should be in it. 22 No offering should be blind, have a fracture, a cut, a wart, scabbiness, or ringworm; you must not present any of these to Jehovah or make such an offering on the altar for Jehovah.



^  (Mal. 1:6-9) “‘A son honors a father, and a servant his master. So if I am a father, where is the honor due me? And if I am a master,* where is the fear* due me?’ Jehovah of armies says to you priests who are despising my name. “‘But you say: “How have we despised your name?”’ 7 “‘By presenting polluted food* on my altar.’ “‘And you say: “How have we polluted you?”’ “‘By saying: “The table of Jehovah is something to be despised.” 8 And when you present a blind animal as a sacrifice, you say: “It is nothing bad.” And when you present a lame animal or a sick one: “It is nothing bad.”’” “Try presenting them, please, to your governor. Will he be pleased with you or receive you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies. 9 “And now, please, appeal to* God, that he may show us favor. With such offerings from your own hand, will he receive any of you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies.

Or “grand master.”
Or “respect.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “soften the face of.”


^ (Ps. 103:12-14) As far off as the sunrise is from the sunset, So far off from us he has put our transgressions. 13 As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown mercy to those who fear him. 14 For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (Ps. 130:3) If errors were what you watch,* O Jah,* Then who, O Jehovah, could stand?

Or “keep track of.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^  (Ps. 103:12-14) As far off as the sunrise is from the sunset, So far off from us he has put our transgressions. 13 As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown mercy to those who fear him. 14 For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^  (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’







^  The Hebrew word rendered “sound” regarding an animal is related to the word for “integrity” used regarding humans.


















^ ***sjj song 39 Make a Good Name With God***


SONG 39

Make a Good Name With God


(Ecclesiastes 7:1)


	1. Throughout our lifetime, We want to use each day

To make a good name And all God’s laws obey.

If in Jehovah’s sight We strive to do what’s right,

Then we will please him, To his delight.



	2. This world may cause us To try to make a name,

To seek its favor, To bask in its acclaim.

But that is vanity, For if its friend we’ll be,

Jehovah’s favor, We will not see.



	3. In God’s remembrance, We want our name to be

And have a good name For all eternity.

On him we can depend, So we his truth defend

And keep our good name Down to the end.







(See also Gen. 11:4; Prov. 22:1; Mal. 3:16; Rev. 20:15.)





^ (Eccl. 7:1) A good name* is better than good oil, and the day of death is better than the day of birth.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”


^ (Gen. 11:4) They now said: “Come! Let us build a city for ourselves and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a celebrated name for ourselves, so that we will not be scattered over the entire face of the earth.”



^ (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Rev. 20:15) Furthermore, whoever was not found written in the book of life was hurled into the lake of fire.









^ ***g00 7/8 p. 11 Smile—It’s Good for You!***

Does smiling really make a difference? Well, do you remember when someone’s smile brought you a sense of relief or made you feel relaxed? Or when the absence of a smile made you feel nervous or even rejected? Yes, a smile does make a difference. It affects both the one who is smiling and the one smiled at. The Bible character Job said of his adversaries: “I would smile at them—they would not believe it—and the light of my face they would not cast down.” (Job 29:24) “The light” of Job’s face may have denoted his brightness or cheerfulness.



^ (Job 29:24) When I smiled at them, they could hardly believe it; The light of my face would reassure them.*

Or possibly, “They did not darken the light of my face.”








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***lffi How to get the most out of these Bible lessons***




How to get the most out of these Bible lessons



Study with a teacher: Request a Bible study from the person who gave you this brochure, or submit a request on our website, jw.org.



FIRST PART

Read each paragraph, including the bold questions (A) and scriptures (B) that emphasize the main points. Note that some scriptures are marked to “read.”







MIDDLE PART

The initial statement (C) under Dig Deeper explains what follows. Subheadings (D) outline the discussion. Read the scriptures, answer the questions, and watch the videos (E).







Consider the artwork and captions (F), and think of how to answer what Some People Say (G).







LAST PART

Summary and Review (H) wrap up the lesson. Enter the date when the lesson is completed. Goal (I) gives you something to work on. Explore (J) contains optional information for you to read or watch.







How to find Bible verses

Scriptures are indicated by the Bible book (A), the chapter (B), and the verse or verses (C). For example, John 17:3 refers to the book of John, chapter 17, verse 3.









^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.









^ ***th p. 20 Understandable to Others***


STUDY 17

Understandable to Others



1 Corinthians 14:9

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to grasp the meaning of your message.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Study your material thoroughly. Understand the topic clearly so that you can explain it simply and in your own words.



	  Use short sentences and simple phrases. Although longer sentences are acceptable, convey key points using concise phrases and sentences.

Eliminate unnecessary details that may confuse and overwhelm your listeners. Favor plain language over complicated speech.








	  Explain unfamiliar terms. Minimize the use of expressions that are unfamiliar to your listeners. If you must refer to an unfamiliar term, Bible character, or ancient measurement or custom, provide an explanation.










^ (1 Cor. 14:9) In the same way, unless you with the tongue use speech that is easily understood, how will anyone know what is being said? You will, in fact, be speaking into the air.









^ ***lff lesson 13 point 4***



DIG DEEPER


Examine further how God feels about false religion. Learn more about what it has done, but also learn why this should not stop you from getting to know Jehovah.



4. God does not approve of all religions

Many people believe that religions are like different roads that all lead to God. But is that true? Read Matthew 7:13, 14, and then discuss this question:

	  How does the Bible describe the road that leads to life?





Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: Does God Accept All Forms of Worship?​—Excerpt (3:22)





	  Does the Bible say that there are many religions that please God?











^ (Matt. 7:13, 14) “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction, and many are going in through it; 14 whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it.









^ ***th p. 9 Scripture Application Made Clear***


STUDY 6

Scripture Application Made Clear



John 10:33-36

SUMMARY: Do not simply read a scripture and then move on to the next point. Make sure that your listeners see clearly the connection between the scripture you read and the point you are making.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Isolate key words. After reading a scripture, highlight the words that relate directly to your main point. You may do this by repeating those words or by asking a question that invites your listeners to identify the key words.

If you use different words to restate the idea of the scripture, be sure that your listeners can still plainly see how the words in the Bible itself connect to your main point.








	  Emphasize the point. If you introduced the scripture with a clear reason for reading it, explain how the key words of the scripture relate to that reason.

As you discuss the scripture, keep your Bible open. This helps your listeners to connect your words to the verse you just read.








	  Make your application simple. Avoid commenting on irrelevant details that do not contribute to the main point. Based on what your listeners already know about the topic, decide how many facts are necessary to make the point of application clear and understandable.










^ (John 10:33-36) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.” 34 Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’? 35 If he called ‘gods’ those against* whom the word of God came—and yet the scripture cannot be nullified— 36 do you say to me* whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?

Or “to.”
Or “of him.”








^ ***sjj song 121 We Need Self-Control***


SONG 121

We Need Self-Control


(Romans 7:14-25)


	1. We love Jehovah with heart, mind, and soul;

But since we are sinful, we need self-control.

Fleshly desires bring trouble and strife;

Living by spirit brings peace and life.



	2. Satan’s temptations confront us each day,

And sin’s law within us can lead us astray.

Power of truth is greater than sin.

Thanks to Jehovah, our minds can win.



	3. Each word and action reflects on God’s name,

So we must endeavor to keep free from blame.

In all we do, we make this our goal:

Always maintaining our self-control.







(See also 1 Cor. 9:25; Gal. 5:23; 2 Pet. 1:6.)





^ (Rom. 7:14-25) For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold under sin. 15 For I do not understand what I am doing. For I do not practice what I wish,* but I do what I hate. 16 However, if I do what I do not wish, I agree that the Law is fine. 17 But now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is the sin that resides in me. 18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good; for I have the desire to do what is fine but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good that I wish, but the bad that I do not wish is what I practice. 20 If, then, I do what I do not wish, I am no longer the one carrying it out, but it is the sin dwelling in me. 21 I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death? 25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.

Or “want to do.”


^ (1 Cor. 9:25) Now everyone competing in a contest exercises self-control in all things. Of course, they do it to receive a crown that can perish, but we, one that does not perish.



^ (Gal. 5:23) mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.



^ (2 Pet. 1:6) to your knowledge self-control, to your self-control endurance, to your endurance godly devotion,









^ ***bt pp. 25-27 “Filled With Holy Spirit”***


“Peter Stood Up” (Acts 2:14-37)

12. (a) How had the prophet Joel alluded to the miraculous event that took place at Pentecost 33 C.E.? (b) Why had a first-century fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy been expected?

12 “Peter stood up” to speak to the multinational crowd. (Acts 2:14) He explained to all who would listen that the miraculous ability to speak in different languages had been granted by God in fulfillment of the prophecy uttered by Joel: “I will pour out my spirit on every sort of flesh.” (Joel 2:28) Prior to his ascension to heaven, Jesus told his disciples: “I will ask the Father and he will give you another helper,” which Jesus identified as “the spirit.”​—John 14:16, 17.

13, 14. How did Peter strive to reach the hearts of his listeners, and how can we imitate his approach?

13 Peter’s concluding words to the crowd were firm: “Let all the house of Israel know for a certainty that God made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you executed on a stake.” (Acts 2:36) Of course, most of Peter’s listeners were not personally present when Jesus was put to death on the torture stake. Yet, as a nation they bore community responsibility for this act. Note, though, that Peter addressed his fellow Jews respectfully and appealed to their hearts. Peter’s goal was to move his listeners to repentance, not to condemn them. Did the crowd listening take offense at Peter’s words? By no means. Instead, the people were “stabbed to the heart.” They asked: “What should we do?” Peter’s positive approach likely played a role in his reaching the hearts of many, so that they were moved to repent.​—Acts 2:37.

14 We can imitate Peter’s manner of appealing to hearts. When witnessing to others, we need not take issue with every unscriptural view that the householder may express. Rather, we would do well to build on points on which we can agree. If we establish common ground with our listener, we can then tactfully reason from God’s Word. Often, when Bible truths are presented in such a positive fashion, righthearted ones are more likely to respond favorably.

CHRISTIANITY IN PONTUS


Among those who heard Peter’s speech at Pentecost 33 C.E. were Jews from Pontus, a district of northern Asia Minor. (Acts 2:9) Evidently, some of them took the good news back to their homeland, for those to whom Peter addressed his first letter included believers who were “scattered about” in such places as Pontus.* (1 Pet. 1:1) His writing reveals that these Christians had been “distressed by various trials” because of their faith. (1 Pet. 1:6) Likely, this included opposition and persecution.

Further tests faced by Christians in Pontus are alluded to in correspondence between Pliny the Younger, governor of the Roman province of Bithynia and Pontus, and Emperor Trajan. Writing from Pontus in about 112 C.E., Pliny reported that the “contagion” of Christianity threatened everyone, regardless of gender, age, or rank. Pliny gave those accused of being Christians opportunity to deny it, and those who would not, he executed. Any who cursed Christ or recited a prayer to the gods or to Trajan’s statue were released. Pliny acknowledged that these were things that “those who are really Christians cannot be made to do.”

^  The phrase rendered “scattered about” comes from a Greek word that means “of the Diaspora.” The term has Jewish overtones, indicating that many of the first converts were from Jewish communities.








“Let Each One of You Be Baptized” (Acts 2:38-47)

15. (a) What statement did Peter make, and what was the response? (b) Why could thousands who heard the good news at Pentecost qualify to be baptized on the same day?

15 On the thrilling day of Pentecost 33 C.E., Peter said to responsive Jews and proselytes: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized.” (Acts 2:38) As a result, about 3,000 were baptized, likely in pools in or near Jerusalem.* Was this an impulsive act? Does this account serve as a precedent for Bible students and for children of Christian parents to rush into baptism before they are ready? Not at all. Remember, those Jews and Jewish proselytes who were baptized on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E. were keen students of God’s Word, and they were part of a nation that had been dedicated to Jehovah. Moreover, they were already demonstrating their zeal​—in some cases, by traveling great distances to be present at this annual festival. After accepting the vital truths concerning Jesus Christ’s role in the outworking of God’s purpose, they were ready to continue serving God​—but now as baptized followers of Christ.

WHO WERE THE PROSELYTES?


“Both Jews and proselytes” heard Peter’s preaching at Pentecost 33 C.E.​—Acts 2:10.

Among the qualified men appointed to care for the “necessary matter” of the daily distribution of food was Nicolaus, who is identified as “a proselyte of Antioch.” (Acts 6:3-5) Proselytes were Gentiles, that is, non-Jews, who had converted to Judaism. They were considered Jews in all respects, since they accepted the God and the Law of Israel, rejected all other gods, underwent circumcision (if male), and joined themselves to the nation of Israel.

After the Jews were released from exile in Babylon in 537 B.C.E., many settled far from the land of Israel but continued to practice Judaism. By this means, people throughout the ancient Near East and beyond became acquainted with the Jewish religion. Ancient writers, such as Horace and Seneca, testify that multitudes in different lands who were attracted to the Jews and their beliefs joined their communities and became proselytes.





16. How did first-century Christians show a self-sacrificing spirit?

16 Jehovah’s blessing was certainly on that group. The account relates: “All those who became believers were together and had everything in common, and they were selling their possessions and properties and distributing the proceeds to all, according to what each one needed.”* (Acts 2:44, 45) Surely all true Christians want to imitate that loving, self-sacrificing spirit.

17. What steps are necessary for a person to qualify for baptism?

17 Christian dedication and baptism involve several necessary Scriptural steps. A person must take in knowledge of God’s Word. (John 17:3) He needs to exercise faith and must repent over his past course, demonstrating true sorrow over it. (Acts 3:19) Then he must convert, or turn around, and start engaging in right works that are in harmony with God’s will. (Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23, 24) These steps are followed by his making a dedication to God in prayer and then getting baptized.​—Matt. 16:24; 1 Pet. 3:21.

18. What privilege is open to baptized disciples of Christ?

18 Are you a dedicated, baptized disciple of Jesus Christ? If so, be grateful for the privilege that has been extended to you. Like the first-century disciples who were filled with holy spirit, you can be used in a powerful way to bear thorough witness and do the will of Jehovah!





^ (Acts 2:14-37) But Peter stood up with the Eleven and spoke to them in a loud voice: “Men of Ju·deʹa and all you inhabitants of Jerusalem, let this be known to you and listen carefully to my words. 15 These people are, in fact, not drunk, as you suppose, for it is the third hour of the day. 16 On the contrary, this is what was said through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘“And in the last days,” God says, “I will pour out some of my spirit on every sort of flesh, and your sons and your daughters will prophesy and your young men will see visions and your old men will dream dreams, 18 and even on my male slaves and on my female slaves I will pour out some of my spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. 19 And I will give wonders in heaven above and signs on earth below—blood and fire and clouds of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the great and illustrious day of Jehovah comes. 21 And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”’ 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ was a man publicly shown to you by God through powerful works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, just as you yourselves know. 23 This man, who was handed over by the determined will and foreknowledge of God, you fastened to a stake by the hand of lawless men, and you did away with him. 24 But God resurrected him by releasing him from the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held fast by it. 25 For David says about him: ‘I keep Jehovah constantly in front of me,* for he is at my right hand that I may never be shaken. 26 On this account my heart became cheerful and my tongue rejoiced greatly. And I will reside in hope; 27 because you will not leave me in the Grave, nor will you allow your loyal one to see corruption. 28 You have made life’s ways known to me; you will fill me with great joy in your presence.’ 29 “Men, brothers, it is permissible to speak with freeness of speech to you about the family head David, that he died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his offspring on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he forsaken in the Grave nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 God resurrected this Jesus, and of this we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore, because he was exalted to* the right hand of God and received the promised holy spirit from the Father, he has poured out what you see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to the heavens, but he himself says, ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 until I place your enemies as a stool for your feet.”’ 36 Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for a certainty that God made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you executed on a stake.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were stabbed to the heart, and they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Men, brothers, what should we do?”

Or “before my eyes.”
Or possibly, “by.”


^  (Acts 2:14) But Peter stood up with the Eleven and spoke to them in a loud voice: “Men of Ju·deʹa and all you inhabitants of Jerusalem, let this be known to you and listen carefully to my words.



^  (Joel 2:28) After that I will pour out my spirit on every sort of flesh, And your sons and your daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, And your young men will see visions.



^  (John 14:16, 17) And I will ask the Father and he will give you another helper to be with you forever, 17 the spirit of the truth, which the world cannot receive, because it neither sees it nor knows it. You know it, because it remains with you and is in you.



^  (Acts 2:36) Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for a certainty that God made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you executed on a stake.”



^  (Acts 2:37) Now when they heard this, they were stabbed to the heart, and they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles: “Men, brothers, what should we do?”



^ (Acts 2:9) Parʹthi·ans, Medes, and Eʹlam·ites, the inhabitants of Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, Ju·deʹa and Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Ponʹtus and the province of Asia,



^ (1 Pet. 1:1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the temporary residents scattered about in Ponʹtus, Ga·laʹti·a, Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Asia, and Bi·thynʹi·a, to those chosen



^ (1 Pet. 1:6) Because of this you are greatly rejoicing, though for a short time, if it must be, you have been distressed by various trials,



^ (Acts 2:38-47) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and your children, and to all those who are far away, to all those whom Jehovah our God may call to himself.” 40 And with many other words he gave a thorough witness and kept exhorting them, saying: “Get saved from this crooked generation.” 41 So those who gladly accepted his word were baptized, and on that day about 3,000 people were added. 42 And they continued devoting themselves to the teaching of the apostles, to associating together, to the taking of meals, and to prayers. 43 Indeed, fear began to fall upon everyone, and many wonders and signs began to occur through the apostles. 44 All those who became believers were together and had everything in common, 45 and they were selling their possessions and properties and distributing the proceeds to all, according to what each one needed. 46 And day after day they were in constant attendance in the temple with a united purpose, and they took their meals in different homes and shared their food with great rejoicing and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and finding favor with all the people. At the same time Jehovah continued to add to them daily those being saved.



^  (Acts 2:38) Peter said to them: “Repent, and let each one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the free gift of the holy spirit.



^ (Acts 2:10) Phrygʹi·a and Pam·phylʹi·a, Egypt and the regions of Libʹy·a near Cy·reʹne, sojourners from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,



^ (Acts 6:3-5) So, brothers, select for yourselves seven reputable men from among you, full of spirit and wisdom, that we may appoint them over this necessary matter; 4 but we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 What they said was pleasing to the whole multitude, and they selected Stephen, a man full of faith and holy spirit, as well as Philip, Prochʹo·rus, Ni·caʹnor, Tiʹmon, Parʹme·nas, and Nic·o·laʹus, a proselyte of Antioch.



^  (Acts 2:44, 45) All those who became believers were together and had everything in common, 45 and they were selling their possessions and properties and distributing the proceeds to all, according to what each one needed.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Acts 3:19) “Repent, therefore, and turn around so as to get your sins blotted out, so that seasons of refreshing may come from Jehovah himself



^  (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (Eph. 4:23, 24) And you should continue to be made new in your dominant mental attitude, 24 and should put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.



^  (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^  (1 Pet. 3:21) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.







^  By comparison, on August 7, 1993, at an international convention of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Kiev, Ukraine, 7,402 persons were baptized in six pools. The entire baptism took two hours and fifteen minutes to complete.


^  This temporary arrangement filled the need that arose because visitors remained in Jerusalem to take in further spiritual enlightenment. This was a voluntary sharing and is not to be confused with some form of communism.​—Acts 5:1-4.






^ (Acts 5:1-4) However, a man named An·a·niʹas, together with his wife Sap·phiʹra, sold some property. 2 But he secretly held back some of the price, with his wife’s knowledge, and he brought just a part of it and deposited it at the feet of the apostles. 3 But Peter said: “An·a·niʹas, why has Satan emboldened you to lie to the holy spirit and secretly hold back some of the price of the field? 4 As long as it remained with you, did it not remain yours? And after it was sold, was it not in your control? Why have you thought up such a deed as this in your heart? You have lied, not to men, but to God.”









^ ***sjj song 50 My Prayer of Dedication***


SONG 50

My Prayer of Dedication


(Matthew 22:37)


	1. Take my heart and may it love

Truth and wisdom from above.

Take my voice and let it sing

Praises always to my King.



	2. Take my feet and take my hands;

Let them serve your wise commands.

Take my silver and my gold.

Nothing, Lord, would I withhold.



	3. Take my life and bring it, Lord,

With your will, in full accord.

Take myself, may all I do

Be well-pleasing, Jah, to you.







(See also Ps. 40:8; John 8:29; 2 Cor. 10:5.)





^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’



^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (John 8:29) And the One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon me to myself, because I always do the things pleasing to him.”



^ (2 Cor. 10:5) For we are overturning reasonings and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are bringing every thought into captivity to make it obedient to the Christ;















^ ***w02 5/15 p. 22 Show Loving-Kindness to Those in Need***

Show Loving-Kindness to Those in Need

19. What fact about loving-kindness is underscored by the Bible accounts discussed in this article?

19 The Bible accounts we have discussed also underscore the fact that loving-kindness is to be shown to those who have a need that they themselves cannot fill. In order to continue his family line, Abraham needed Bethuel’s cooperation. To have his remains taken to Canaan, Jacob needed Joseph’s help. And to produce an heir, Naomi needed Ruth’s assistance. Neither Abraham, Jacob, nor Naomi could fill those needs without help. Similarly today, loving-kindness should especially be shown to those in need. (Proverbs 19:17) We should imitate the patriarch Job, who gave attention to “the afflicted one crying for help, and the fatherless boy and anyone that had no helper” as well as to “the one about to perish.” Job also ‘made glad the heart of the widow’ and became ‘eyes to the blind and feet to the lame.’​—Job 29:12-15.



^  (Prov. 19:17) The one showing favor to the lowly is lending to Jehovah, And He will repay* him for what he does.

Or “reward.”


^  (Job 29:12-15) For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban. 15 I became eyes to the blind And feet to the lame.

Or “sleeveless coat.”








^ ***it-1 pp. 655-656 Dress***

Many other symbolic references are made to clothing. Just as a uniform or special attire identifies one as belonging to a certain organization or supporting a certain movement, so clothing, as used symbolically in the Bible, indicates the identification of a person by the stand he takes and his activities in harmony with it, as in the case of Jesus’ illustration of the marriage garment. (Mt 22:11, 12; see HEADDRESS; SANDAL.) At Revelation 16:14, 15, the Lord Jesus Christ warns against falling asleep spiritually and being stripped of one’s identity as a faithful witness of the true God. This could be disastrous on the eve of “the war of the great day of God the Almighty.”



^ (Matt. 22:11, 12) “When the king came in to inspect the guests, he caught sight of a man not wearing a marriage garment. 12 So he said to him, ‘Fellow, how did you get in here without a marriage garment?’ He was speechless.



^ (Rev. 16:14, 15) They are, in fact, expressions inspired by demons and they perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them together to the war of the great day of God the Almighty. 15 “Look! I am coming as a thief. Happy is the one who stays awake and keeps his outer garments, so that he may not walk naked and people look upon his shamefulness.”









^ ***w09 2/1 p. 15 What Is in a Name?***

We have no control over the name given to us at birth. However, we alone determine the reputation that we acquire. (Proverbs 20:11) Why not ask yourself: ‘If Jesus or the apostles had the opportunity, what name would they choose for me? What would be an appropriate name to describe my dominant quality or my reputation?’

This question deserves serious thought. Why? “A name is to be chosen rather than abundant riches,” wrote wise King Solomon. (Proverbs 22:1) Certainly, if we gain a good name, or reputation, in the community, we have a valuable asset. More important, though, if we make a good name with God, we will acquire a lasting treasure. How so? God promises that he will write in his “book of remembrance” the names of those who fear him, and he will grant them the prospect of everlasting life.​—Malachi 3:16; Revelation 3:5; 20:12-15.



^ (Prov. 20:11) Even a child* is known by his actions, Whether his behavior is pure and right.

Or “boy.”


^ (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Rev. 3:5) The one who conquers will thus be dressed in white garments, and I will by no means blot out* his name from the book of life, but I will acknowledge his name before my Father and before his angels.

Or “erase.”


^ (Rev. 20:12-15) And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and scrolls were opened. But another scroll was opened; it is the scroll of life. The dead were judged out of those things written in the scrolls according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead in it, and death and the Grave* gave up the dead in them, and they were judged individually according to their deeds. 14 And death and the Grave* were hurled into the lake of fire. This means the second death, the lake of fire. 15 Furthermore, whoever was not found written in the book of life was hurled into the lake of fire.

Or “Hades,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “Hades,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.

















^ ***sjj song 28 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship***


SONG 28

Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship


(Psalm 15)


	1. Who is your friend, O God?

Who in your tent may dwell?

Who gains your friendship? Who gains your trust?

Who really knows you well?

All who embrace your Word,

All who have faith in you,

All who are loyal, all who are just,

Living the truth for you.



	2. Who is your friend, O God?

Who may approach your throne?

Who brings delight and makes you rejoice?

Whose name to you is known?

All who exalt your name,

All who your Word obey,

All who are faithful, honest in heart,

Truthful in all they say.



	3. Throwing our cares on you,

Baring our hearts in prayer,

Drawing us closer, bonding in love,

Feeling your daily care,

We yearn to be your friend.

Long may our friendship grow.

No greater Friend could we ever gain,

No greater Friend we’ll know.







(See also Ps. 139:1; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.)





^ (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 139:1) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.



^ (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”








^ ***w05 11/15 p. 11 The Art of Listening With Love***

Companions of the man Job heard no fewer than ten of his discourses. Still, Job exclaimed: “O that I had someone listening to me!” (Job 31:35) Why? Because their listening provided no comfort. They neither cared about Job nor wanted to understand his feelings. They surely did not have fellow feeling as sympathetic listeners. But the apostle Peter counsels: “All of you be like-minded, showing fellow feeling, having brotherly affection, tenderly compassionate, humble in mind.” (1 Peter 3:8) How can we show fellow feeling? One way is by showing concern for the other person’s feelings and trying to understand them. Making such sympathetic comments as “that must have been upsetting” or “you must have felt misunderstood” is one way to show that we are concerned. Another way is to put what the person is saying in our own words, thus showing that we understood what he said. Listening with love means paying attention not only to the words but also to the emotions subtly expressed.



^ (Job 31:35) If only someone would listen to me! I would sign my name to what I have said.* Let the Almighty answer me! If only my accuser had written out the charges in a document!

Or “Here is my signature.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***g16 No. 4 pp. 8-9 What Does the Bible Say About Homosexuality?***


What Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Believe?

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the Bible’s moral code is the best standard for living, and they choose to abide by that code. (Isaiah 48:17) This means that Jehovah’s Witnesses reject all sexual misconduct, including homosexuality. (1 Corinthians 6:18) That is the Witnesses’ lifestyle choice, and they have a right to it.

Jehovah’s Witnesses strive to follow the Golden Rule by treating others the way they themselves would like to be treated



At the same time, Jehovah’s Witnesses strive to “pursue peace with all people.” (Hebrews 12:14) While they reject homosexual acts, Jehovah’s Witnesses do not force their view on others, nor do they participate in homophobic hate crimes or rejoice when they hear of them. Jehovah’s Witnesses strive to follow the Golden Rule by treating others the way they themselves would like to be treated.​—Matthew 7:12.

Does the Bible Promote Prejudice?

Still, some people would say that the Bible promotes prejudice against homosexuals and that those who adhere to its moral code are intolerant. ‘The Bible was written at a time when people were narrow-minded,’ they claim. ‘Today we accept people of all races, nationalities, and sexual preferences.’ To them, rejecting homosexuality is the same as rejecting people of a different skin color. Is that comparison valid? No. Why not?

Because there is a difference between rejecting homosexual conduct and rejecting homosexual people. The Bible tells Christians to be respectful of all kinds of people. (1 Peter 2:17) But that does not mean that Christians must accept all kinds of conduct.

Consider a comparison: Suppose you view smoking as harmful and even repugnant. What if you have a workmate who is a smoker? Would you be considered narrow-minded just because your view of smoking differs from his? Would the fact that he smokes and you do not smoke automatically mean that you are prejudiced against him? If your workmate were to demand that you change your view of smoking, would that not make him narrow-minded and intolerant?

Jehovah’s Witnesses choose to live by the moral code set forth in the Bible. They do not approve of the actions that the Bible prohibits. But they neither mock nor mistreat people whose practices differ from their own.

Is the Bible’s View Cruel?

What about people who have homosexual inclinations? Were they born that way? If so, would it not be cruel to say that it is wrong for them to act on their desires?

The Bible does not comment on the biology of homosexuality, although it acknowledges that some human traits are deeply ingrained. Still, the Bible says that certain conduct​—including homosexual acts—​must be shunned if we are to please God.​—2 Corinthians 10:4, 5.

Some would say that the Bible’s position is cruel. But their claim is based on the premise that we must act on our impulses or that sexual impulses in particular are so important that they should not​—even cannot—​be controlled. However, the Bible dignifies humans by stating that they can resist their urges. Unlike animals, they can choose not to act on their impulses.​—Colossians 3:5.

Consider a comparison: Some experts say that certain behavioral traits, such as aggression, may have a biological cause. The Bible does not specifically comment on the biology of aggression, but it does acknowledge that some people are “prone to anger” and “disposed to rage.” (Proverbs 22:24; 29:22) Yet, the Bible also says: “Let go of anger and abandon rage.”​—Psalm 37:8; Ephesians 4:31.

Few people would disagree with that advice or say that it is cruel to those who have aggressive tendencies. In fact, even those experts who believe that anger is rooted in a person’s genetic makeup work hard to help people control such tendencies.

Jehovah’s Witnesses take a similar position toward any conduct that conflicts with Bible standards, including sexual acts between two people of the opposite sex who are not married to each other. In all such cases, the Bible counsel applies: “Each one of you should know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not with greedy, uncontrolled sexual passion.”​—1 Thessalonians 4:4, 5.

“That Is What Some of You Were”

Those who wanted to become Christians in the first century came from various backgrounds and lifestyles, and some of them made significant lifestyle changes. For example, the Bible speaks of “those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts,” and then it adds: “That is what some of you were.”​—1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

In saying “that is what some of you were,” does the Bible mean that those who stopped engaging in homosexual acts never again experienced any homosexual desires? That could hardly be the case, because the Bible also exhorts: “Keep walking by spirit and you will carry out no fleshly desire.”​—Galatians 5:16.

Note that the Bible does not say that a Christian will never experience an improper desire. Rather, it says that he or she will choose not to carry out that desire. Christians learn to bring such desires under control, not dwelling on them to the point of acting on them.​—James 1:14, 15.

The Bible thus makes a distinction between inclinations and practices. (Romans 7:16-25) A person who has homosexual leanings can control what he allows his mind to dwell on, just as he would control any other wrong desire, including leanings toward anger, adultery, and greed.​—1 Corinthians 9:27; 2 Peter 2:14, 15.

While Jehovah’s Witnesses uphold the moral code set forth in the Bible, they do not force their views on others. Nor do they try to reverse laws that protect the human rights of those whose lifestyle differs from theirs. The message that Jehovah’s Witnesses bear is a positive one, and they eagerly share it with all who will listen.​—Acts 20:20.



1. Romans 12:18: “Be peaceable with all men.”


2. Isaiah 48:17: “I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teaching you to benefit yourself.”


3. 1 Corinthians 6:18: “Flee from sexual immorality!”


4. 1 Peter 2:17: “Honor men of all sorts.”


5. Colossians 3:5: “Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality, uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion.”


6. James 1:14, 15: “Each one is tried by being drawn out and enticed by his own desire. Then the desire, when it has become fertile, gives birth to sin.”






^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (1 Cor. 6:18) Flee from sexual immorality! Every other sin that a man may commit is outside his body, but whoever practices sexual immorality is sinning against his own body.



^ (Heb. 12:14) Pursue peace with all people and the sanctification* without which no man will see the Lord.

Or “holiness.”


^ (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (2 Cor. 10:4, 5) For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by God for overturning strongly entrenched things. 5 For we are overturning reasonings and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are bringing every thought into captivity to make it obedient to the Christ;



^ (Col. 3:5) Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality, uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness, which is idolatry.



^ (Prov. 22:24) Do not keep company with a hot-tempered man Or get involved with one disposed to rage,



^ (Prov. 29:22) A man prone to anger stirs up strife; Anyone disposed to rage commits many transgressions.



^ (Ps. 37:8) Let go of anger and abandon rage; Do not become upset and turn to doing evil.*

Or possibly, “Do not become upset, for it can only lead to harm.”


^ (Eph. 4:31) Put away from yourselves every kind of malicious bitterness, anger, wrath, screaming, and abusive speech, as well as everything injurious.



^ (1 Thess. 4:4, 5) Each one of you should know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not with greedy, uncontrolled sexual passion like the nations have that do not know God.



^ (1 Cor. 6:9-11) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom. 11 And yet that is what some of you were. But you have been washed clean; you have been sanctified; you have been declared righteous in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our God.

Or “Do not be deceived.”


^ (Gal. 5:16) But I say, Keep walking by spirit and you will carry out no fleshly desire at all.



^ (Jas. 1:14, 15) But each one is tried by being drawn out and enticed* by his own desire. 15 Then the desire, when it has become fertile,* gives birth to sin; in turn sin, when it has been carried out, brings forth death.

Or “caught as by bait.”
Lit., “has conceived.”


^ (Rom. 7:16-25) However, if I do what I do not wish, I agree that the Law is fine. 17 But now I am no longer the one doing it, but it is the sin that resides in me. 18 For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, there dwells nothing good; for I have the desire to do what is fine but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the good that I wish, but the bad that I do not wish is what I practice. 20 If, then, I do what I do not wish, I am no longer the one carrying it out, but it is the sin dwelling in me. 21 I find, then, this law in my case: When I wish to do what is right, what is bad is present with me. 22 I really delight in the law of God according to the man I am within, 23 but I see in my body another law warring against the law of my mind and leading me captive to sin’s law that is in my body. 24 Miserable man that I am! Who will rescue me from the body undergoing this death? 25 Thanks to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So, then, with my mind I myself am a slave to God’s law, but with my flesh to sin’s law.



^ (1 Cor. 9:27) but I pummel my body and lead it as a slave, so that after I have preached to others, I myself should not become disapproved* somehow.

Or “disqualified.”


^ (2 Pet. 2:14, 15) Their eyes are full of adultery and are unable to desist from sin, and they entice unstable ones.* They have a heart trained in greed. They are accursed children. 15 Abandoning the straight path, they have been led astray. They have followed the path of Baʹlaam the son of Beʹor, who loved the reward of wrongdoing,

Or “souls.”


^ (Acts 20:20) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Rom. 12:18) If possible, as far as it depends on you, be peaceable with all men.



^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (1 Cor. 6:18) Flee from sexual immorality! Every other sin that a man may commit is outside his body, but whoever practices sexual immorality is sinning against his own body.



^ (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^ (Col. 3:5) Deaden, therefore, your body members that are on the earth as respects sexual immorality, uncleanness, uncontrolled sexual passion, hurtful desire, and greediness, which is idolatry.



^ (Jas. 1:14, 15) But each one is tried by being drawn out and enticed* by his own desire. 15 Then the desire, when it has become fertile,* gives birth to sin; in turn sin, when it has been carried out, brings forth death.

Or “caught as by bait.”
Lit., “has conceived.”








^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***sjj song 36 We Guard Our Hearts***


SONG 36

We Guard Our Hearts


(Proverbs 4:23)


	1. We guard our hearts, it means our life;

We shun the path of sin.

God reads the heart, and there he finds

The person deep within.

Sometimes the heart deceives the mind,

And we begin to stray.

So may our mind direct our heart

And keep Jehovah’s way.



	2. Prepared in heart, we search for God

By means of earnest prayer.

Each day we give him praise and thanks,

Revealing ev’ry care.

The things Jehovah teaches us,

We gladly will obey.

We cultivate a loyal heart,

To please him ev’ry day.



	3. Our hearts we shield from harmful thoughts,

We dwell on what is true.

We love God’s Word to touch our hearts,

To strengthen and renew.

Jehovah loves his loyal ones;

On this we can depend.

We’ll worship him wholeheartedly

Forever as his friend.







(See also Ps. 34:1; Phil. 4:8; 1 Pet. 3:4.)





^ (Prov. 4:23) Above all the things that you guard, safeguard your heart, For out of it are the sources of life.



^ (Ps. 34:1) I will praise Jehovah at all times; His praise will be on my lips constantly.



^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:4) but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.









^ ***bt pp. 28-31 “Uneducated and Ordinary Men”***


1, 2. What miracle did Peter and John perform near the temple gate?

THE afternoon sun slants onto the milling crowd. Devout Jews and disciples of Christ are filing into the temple compound. Soon it will be “the hour of prayer.”* (Acts 2:46; 3:1) Among the throng, Peter and John edge toward the temple gate called Beautiful. Above the clamor of conversation and the sound of shuffling feet, a middle-aged beggar, crippled from birth, calls for alms.​—Acts 3:2; 4:22.

2 As Peter and John draw close, the beggar recites his well-worn plea for money. The apostles stop, catching the hopeful man’s attention. “Silver and gold I do not possess,” Peter states, “but what I do have is what I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, walk!” Picture the astonishment of the crowd as Peter takes the crippled man by the hand and​—for the first time in his life—​the man stands upright! (Acts 3:6, 7) Can you just see the man gazing down at his healed limbs and taking his first tentative steps? No wonder he begins leaping about and loudly praising God!

 3. What surpassing gift could the formerly crippled man and the crowd receive?

3 The ecstatic crowd runs to Peter and John at Solomon’s colonnade. Here, at the very place where Jesus once stood and taught, Peter informs them of the real significance of what just happened. (John 10:23) He offers to the crowd and the formerly crippled man a gift worth more than silver or gold. This gift involves much more than restored health. It is the opportunity to repent, to have their sins blotted out, and to become followers of Jehovah’s appointed “Chief Agent of life,” Jesus Christ.​—Acts 3:15.

 4. (a) The miraculous healing set the stage for what confrontation? (b) What two questions will we answer?

4 What a remarkable day! One person was healed physically and could now walk. Thousands more were given the opportunity to be healed spiritually so that they could walk worthily of God. (Col. 1:9, 10) In addition, the events of that day set the stage for a confrontation between loyal followers of Christ and people in power who would try to prevent them from fulfilling Jesus’ command to preach the Kingdom message. (Acts 1:8) What can we learn from the methods used and the manner displayed by Peter and John​—“uneducated and ordinary men”—​as they witnessed to the crowd?* (Acts 4:13) And how can we imitate the way they and the other disciples dealt with opposition?

Not “by Personal Power” (Acts 3:11-26)

 5. What do we learn from the way Peter addressed the crowd?

5 Peter and John stood before the crowd, knowing that some there may have recently clamored for Jesus to be executed. (Mark 15:8-15; Acts 3:13-15) Think of the courage Peter displayed as he boldly declared that the crippled man was healed in Jesus’ name. Peter did not water down the truth. He forthrightly condemned the crowd’s complicity in the death of Christ. But Peter harbored no animosity toward these people, for they had “acted in ignorance.” (Acts 3:17) He appealed to them as his brothers and focused on the positive aspects of the Kingdom message. If they repented and put faith in Christ, “seasons of refreshing” would come to them from Jehovah. (Acts 3:19) We likewise need to be bold and forthright when declaring God’s coming judgment. At the same time, we should never be brash, harsh, or judgmental. Instead, we view those to whom we preach as our potential brothers, and like Peter, we focus especially on the positive aspects of the Kingdom message.

 6. How did Peter and John display humility and modesty?

6 The apostles were modest men. They did not take credit for the miraculous deed they had performed. Peter said to the crowd: “Why are you staring at us as though by personal power or godly devotion we have made him walk?” (Acts 3:12) Peter and the other apostles knew that any good they accomplished in their ministry was due to God’s power, not their own. As a result, they modestly directed all praise for their achievements to Jehovah and Jesus.

7, 8. (a) What gift can we offer to people? (b) How is the promise of a “restoration of all things” being fulfilled today?

7 We need to show similar modesty as we engage in the Kingdom-preaching work. Granted, God’s spirit does not empower modern-day Christians to perform miraculous healings. Even so, we can help people to develop faith in God and Christ and to receive the same gift Peter offered​—the opportunity to have their sins forgiven and to be refreshed by Jehovah. Each year, hundreds of thousands accept this offer and become baptized disciples of Christ.

8 Indeed, we are living at the time of the “restoration of all things” referred to by Peter. In fulfillment of the word “God spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets of old,” the Kingdom was established in heaven in the year 1914. (Acts 3:21; Ps. 110:1-3; Dan. 4:16, 17) Shortly thereafter, Christ began overseeing a spiritual restoration work on earth. As a result, millions have been brought into a spiritual paradise, becoming subjects of God’s Kingdom. They have stripped off the old, corrupted personality and “put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will.” (Eph. 4:22-24) As with the healing of the crippled beggar, this astounding work has been accomplished, not by human efforts, but by God’s spirit. Like Peter, we must boldly and effectively use God’s Word to teach others. Any success we may have in helping people to become disciples of Christ is achieved by God’s power, not our own.





^  (Acts 2:46) And day after day they were in constant attendance in the temple with a united purpose, and they took their meals in different homes and shared their food with great rejoicing and sincerity of heart,



^  (Acts 3:1) Now Peter and John were going up into the temple for the hour of prayer, the ninth hour,



^  (Acts 3:2) and a man who was lame from birth was being carried. Every day they would put him near the temple door that was called Beautiful, so he could ask for gifts of mercy from those entering the temple.



^  (Acts 4:22) For the man on whom this miracle of healing had been done was more than 40 years old.



^  (Acts 3:6, 7) However, Peter said: “Silver and gold I do not possess, but what I do have is what I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ the Naz·a·reneʹ, walk!” 7 With that he took hold of him by the right hand and raised him up. Instantly his feet and his ankles were made firm;



^  (John 10:23) and Jesus was walking in the temple in the colonnade of Solʹo·mon.



^  (Acts 3:15) whereas you killed the Chief Agent of life. But God raised him up from the dead, of which fact we are witnesses.



^  (Col. 1:9, 10) That is also why from the day we heard of it, we have never stopped praying for you and asking* that you may be filled with the accurate knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual comprehension, 10 so as to walk worthily of Jehovah in order to please him fully as you go on bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the accurate knowledge of God;

Or “petitioning.”


^  (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.”



^  (Acts 4:13) Now when they saw the outspokenness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus.



^ (Acts 3:11-26) While the man was still holding on to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them at what was called Solʹo·mon’s Colonnade, completely surprised. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to the people: “Men of Israel, why are you so amazed at this, and why are you staring at us as though by personal power or godly devotion we have made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our forefathers, has glorified his Servant, Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned before Pilate, even though he had decided to release him. 14 Yes, you disowned that holy and righteous one, and you asked for a man who was a murderer to be given to you, 15 whereas you killed the Chief Agent of life. But God raised him up from the dead, of which fact we are witnesses. 16 And through his name, and by our faith in his name, this man whom you see and know has been made strong. The faith that is through him has made this man completely healthy in front of all of you. 17 And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers also did. 18 But in this way God has fulfilled the things he announced beforehand through the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer. 19 “Repent, therefore, and turn around so as to get your sins blotted out, so that seasons of refreshing may come from Jehovah himself 20 and he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus. 21 Heaven must hold this one within itself until the times of restoration of all things of which God spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets of old. 22 In fact, Moses said: ‘Jehovah your God will raise up for you from among your brothers a prophet like me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. 23 Indeed, anyone who does not listen to that Prophet will be completely destroyed from among the people.’ 24 And all the prophets from Samuel and those who followed him, as many as have spoken, have also plainly declared these days. 25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your forefathers, saying to Abraham: ‘And by means of your offspring all the families of the earth will be blessed.’ 26 God, after raising up his Servant, sent him to you first to bless you by turning each one of you away from your wicked deeds.”



^  (Mark 15:8-15) So the crowd came up and began to make their request according to what Pilate used to do for them. 9 He responded to them, saying: “Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 10 For Pilate was aware that out of envy the chief priests had handed him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Bar·abʹbas to them instead. 12 Again in reply Pilate said to them: “What, then, should I do with the one you call the King of the Jews?” 13 Once more they cried out: “To the stake with him!”* 14 But Pilate went on to say to them: “Why? What bad thing did he do?” Still they cried out all the more: “To the stake with him!”* 15 At that Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Bar·abʹbas to them; and after having Jesus whipped, he handed him over to be executed on the stake.

Or “Execute him on the stake!”
Or “Execute him on the stake!”


^  (Acts 3:13-15) The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our forefathers, has glorified his Servant, Jesus, whom you handed over and disowned before Pilate, even though he had decided to release him. 14 Yes, you disowned that holy and righteous one, and you asked for a man who was a murderer to be given to you, 15 whereas you killed the Chief Agent of life. But God raised him up from the dead, of which fact we are witnesses.



^  (Acts 3:17) And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers also did.



^  (Acts 3:19) “Repent, therefore, and turn around so as to get your sins blotted out, so that seasons of refreshing may come from Jehovah himself



^  (Acts 3:12) When Peter saw this, he said to the people: “Men of Israel, why are you so amazed at this, and why are you staring at us as though by personal power or godly devotion we have made him walk?



^  (Acts 3:21) Heaven must hold this one within itself until the times of restoration of all things of which God spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets of old.



^  (Ps. 110:1-3) Jehovah declared to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand Until I place your enemies as a stool for your feet.”  2 Jehovah will extend the scepter of your power out of Zion, saying: “Go subduing in the midst of your enemies.”  3 Your people will offer themselves willingly on the day of your military force.* In splendid holiness, from the womb of the dawn, You have your company of young men just like dewdrops.

Or “on the day your army mobilizes.”


^  (Dan. 4:16, 17) Let its heart be changed from that of a human, and let it be given the heart of a beast, and let seven times pass over it. 17 This is by the decree of watchers, and the request is by the word of the holy ones, so that people living may know that the Most High is Ruler in the kingdom of mankind and that he gives it to whomever he wants, and he sets up over it even the lowliest of men.”



^  (Eph. 4:22-24) You were taught to put away the old personality that conforms to your former course of conduct and that is being corrupted according to its deceptive desires. 23 And you should continue to be made new in your dominant mental attitude, 24 and should put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.







^  Prayers were offered at the temple in conjunction with the morning and evening sacrifices. The evening sacrifice was held at “the ninth hour,” or about three in the afternoon.


^  See the boxes “Peter​—From Fisherman to Dynamic Apostle” and “John—​The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved.”









^ ***sjj song 74 Join in the Kingdom Song!***


SONG 74

Join in the Kingdom Song!


(Psalm 98:1)


	1. This is a song, a happy song of vict’ry;

It magnifies the One who is supreme.

The words give hope and prompt all to be loyal.

Come sing with us; enjoy its Kingdom theme:

(CHORUS)

‘Come worship God Before his throne.

His Son is King; Let’s make it known!

Come learn this song, this song about the Kingdom;

Bow down to God, and praise his holy name.’





	2. With this new song, we advertise the Kingdom.

Christ Jesus rules; the earth is his domain.

And as foretold, there is a newborn nation:

The Kingdom heirs, who welcome Jesus’ reign:

(CHORUS)

‘Come worship God Before his throne.

His Son is King; Let’s make it known!

Come learn this song, this song about the Kingdom;

Bow down to God, and praise his holy name.’





	3. This Kingdom song, all humble ones can master.

The words are clear, their message warm and bright.

In all the earth, a multitude have learned it,

And they in turn still others now invite:

(CHORUS)

‘Come worship God Before his throne.

His Son is King; Let’s make it known!

Come learn this song, this song about the Kingdom;

Bow down to God, and praise his holy name.’









(See also Ps. 95:6; 1 Pet. 2:9, 10; Rev. 12:10.)





^ (Ps. 98:1) Sing to Jehovah a new song, For he has done wonderful things. His right hand, his holy arm, has brought about salvation.*

Or “has won him victory.”


^ (Ps. 95:6) Come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before Jehovah our Maker.



^ (1 Pet. 2:9, 10) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 For you were once not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not been shown mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.


^ (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!















^ ***w10 4/15 p. 21 Turn Your Eyes Away From Worthless Things!***

 8. How is the need to guard our eyes emphasized in the Bible?

8 True Christians are not immune to the desire of the eyes and of the flesh. Therefore, God’s Word encourages us to exercise self-discipline in connection with what we look at and long for. (1 Cor. 9:25, 27; read 1 John 2:15-17.) The upright man Job was one who recognized the strong link between seeing and desiring. He stated: “A covenant I have concluded with my eyes. So how could I show myself attentive to a virgin?” (Job 31:1) Not only did Job refuse to touch a woman in an immoral way but he would not even allow his mind to entertain such a thought. Jesus emphasized that the mind must be kept clean of immoral thoughts when he said: “Everyone that keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”​—Matt. 5:28.



^  (1 Cor. 9:25) Now everyone competing in a contest exercises self-control in all things. Of course, they do it to receive a crown that can perish, but we, one that does not perish.



^  (1 Cor. 9:27) but I pummel my body and lead it as a slave, so that after I have preached to others, I myself should not become disapproved* somehow.

Or “disqualified.”


^  (1 John 2:15-17) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world. 17 Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (Job 31:1) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?



^  (Matt. 5:28) But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.









^ ***w08 9/1 p. 11 Consider the “End Afterward”***

Before taking the first step down such a road, ask yourself, ‘Where is this leading me?’ Just pausing to contemplate the potential “end afterward” may suffice to prevent you from taking a course that can have serious consequences. AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, unwanted pregnancies, abortions, ruined relationships, and guilty consciences litter the path of those who have chosen to ignore such signposts. The end of the road for those practicing immorality is clearly stated by the apostle Paul. They “will not inherit God’s kingdom.”​—1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.



^ (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”








^ ***w10 11/15 pp. 5-6 Young Ones—Be Guided by God’s Word***

Guided by God’s Word When Alone

15. When will your loyalty to God likely be tested the most?

15 When do you think your loyalty to God will be tested the most​—when you are with others or when you are alone? Well, when you are at school or at work, your spiritual defenses are likely up. You are alert to possible spiritual danger. It is when you are relaxing and your guard is down that you become most vulnerable to an attack on your moral standards.

16. Why should you want to obey Jehovah even in private?

16 Why should you want to obey Jehovah even when you are alone? Remember this: You are able either to hurt Jehovah’s feelings or to make his heart rejoice. (Gen. 6:5, 6; Prov. 27:11) Jehovah is affected by your actions because “he cares for you.” (1 Pet. 5:7) He wants you to listen to him so that you can benefit yourself. (Isa. 48:17, 18) When some of Jehovah’s servants in ancient Israel ignored his counsel, they caused him to feel pain. (Ps. 78:40, 41) On the other hand, Jehovah felt deep affection for the prophet Daniel, for an angel called him a “very desirable man.” (Dan. 10:11) Why? Daniel remained loyal to God not only when in public but also in private.​—Read Daniel 6:10.



^  (Gen. 6:5, 6) Consequently, Jehovah saw that man’s wickedness was great on the earth and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only bad all the time. 6 Jehovah regretted* that he had made men on the earth, and his heart was saddened.*

Or “was grieved.”
Or “and he felt hurt at his heart.”


^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^  (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (Ps. 78:40, 41) How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness And made him feel hurt in the desert! 41 Again and again they put God to the test, And they grieved* the Holy One of Israel.

Or “pained.”


^  (Dan. 10:11) Then he said to me: “O Daniel, you very precious* man, give attention to the words that I am about to speak to you. Now stand up in your place, for I have been sent to you.” When he said this to me, I stood up, trembling.

Or “very desirable; highly esteemed.”


^  (Dan. 6:10) But as soon as Daniel knew that the decree had been signed, he went to his house, which had the windows of his roof chamber open toward Jerusalem. And three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed and offered praise before his God, as he had regularly done prior to this.


















^ ***lffi lesson 1 point 2***



2. How can the Bible help us to enjoy our daily life?

The Bible gives us good advice. For example, it teaches families how to be truly happy. It offers advice on how to deal with stress and how to enjoy our work. You will learn what the Bible teaches about these topics and much more as we discuss this material together. You may come to agree that “all Scripture [everything in the Bible] is . . . beneficial.”​—2 Timothy 3:16.


This publication does not replace the Bible. Rather, it encourages you to examine the Bible for yourself. Therefore, we urge you to read the scriptures that are listed in these lessons and compare them with what you are learning.









^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,









^ ***lffi lesson 3 point 4***





Examine how modern science agrees with the Bible, and investigate a few impressive Bible prophecies.




4. Science agrees with the Bible

In ancient times, most people believed that the earth rested upon something. Play the VIDEO.



VIDEO: The Earth Hangs Upon Nothing (1:13)





Notice what was recorded in the book of Job some 3,500 years ago. Read Job 26:7, and then discuss this question:

	  Why is the statement that the earth is suspended “upon nothing” surprising?





It was not until the 1800’s that the earth’s water cycle was well understood. Yet, notice what the Bible stated thousands of years ago. Read Job 36:27, 28, and then discuss these questions:

	  Why is this simple description of the water cycle remarkable?



	  Do the scriptures you just read strengthen your trust in the Bible?















^ (Job 26:7) He stretches out the northern sky* over empty space,* Suspending the earth upon nothing;

Lit., “the north.”
Lit., “emptiness.”


^ (Job 36:27, 28) He draws up the drops of water; They condense into rain from his mist; 28 Then the clouds pour it down; They shower down upon mankind.
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