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[image: Jehovah’s Witnesses offer the Happy Family brochure to a man in the country of Georgia]
Offering the Happy Family brochure in the country of Georgia






Sample Presentations




THE WATCHTOWER




[image: The Watchtower No. 6 2017 | What Is the Best Gift of All?]


Question: Who is the greatest gift-giver in the universe?

Scripture: Jas 1:17

Offer: This issue of The Watchtower helps us to appreciate one gift from God that is the best of all.







TEACH THE TRUTH




[image: An open Bible]


Question: What is God’s name?

Scripture: Ps 83:18

Truth: God’s name is Jehovah.







YOUR FAMILY CAN BE HAPPY




[image: Your Family Can Be Happy]


Introduction: We’re showing this short video about the family. [Play the introduction video for Your Family Can Be Happy.]

Offer: If you would like to read the brochure mentioned in the video, I can give you a copy or I can show you how to download it from the website.







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.








November 6-12

AMOS 1-9





	  Song 60 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Search for Jehovah, and Keep Living”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Amos.]



	Am 5:4, 6​—We must come to know Jehovah and do his will (w04 11/15 24 ¶20)



	Am 5:14, 15​—We must accept Jehovah’s standards of good and bad and learn to love them (jd 90-91 ¶16-17)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Am 2:12​—How can we apply the lesson found in this verse? (w07 10/1 14 ¶8)



	Am 8:1, 2​—What did “a basket of summer fruit” signify? (w07 10/1 14 ¶6)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Am 4:1-13










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion based on “Sample Presentations.” Play each presentation video, and then discuss the highlights.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 58



	  “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry​—Making a Return Visit”: (15 min.) Discussion. Afterward, play and discuss the video that shows two publishers making a return visit.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr “Section 7​—Kingdom Promises—​Making All Things New,” chap. 21 ¶1-7



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 143 and Prayer















^ (Amos 5:4) “For this is what Jehovah says to the house of Israel: ‘Search for me and keep living.



^ (Amos 5:6) Search for Jehovah, and keep living, So that he does not burst out like a fire on the house of Joseph, Consuming Bethʹel, with no one to extinguish it.



^ (Amos 5:14, 15) Search for what is good, and not what is bad, So that you may keep living. Then Jehovah the God of armies may be with you, Just as you say he is. 15 Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’



^ (Amos 2:12) ‘But you kept giving the Nazʹi·rites wine to drink, And you commanded the prophets: “You must not prophesy.”



^ (Amos 8:1, 2) This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! There was a basket of summer fruit. 2 Then he said, “What do you see, Aʹmos?” I replied, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then Jehovah said to me: “The end has come for my people Israel. I will no longer pardon them.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | AMOS 1-9

“Search for Jehovah, and Keep Living”





5:6, 14, 15

What does it mean to search for Jehovah?

	  It means that we continue to learn about Jehovah and to live according to his standards





What happened to the Israelites when they failed to search for Jehovah?

	  They stopped ‘hating what was bad and loving what was good’



	  They focused on pleasing themselves



	  They ignored direction from Jehovah



[image: An Israelite indulges in eating and drinking]






What has Jehovah provided to help us search for him?









^ (Amos 5:6) Search for Jehovah, and keep living, So that he does not burst out like a fire on the house of Joseph, Consuming Bethʹel, with no one to extinguish it.



^ (Amos 5:14, 15) Search for what is good, and not what is bad, So that you may keep living. Then Jehovah the God of armies may be with you, Just as you say he is. 15 Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Improving Our Skills in the Ministry​—Making a Return Visit





WHY IMPORTANT: Many people who show interest in the Kingdom message are searching for the truth about God. (Isa 55:6) In order for us to teach them progressively, we must return again and again. People face different challenges, so the way we cultivate their interest will vary. However, we will be more effective if we prepare well and have an objective for each visit, with the ultimate goal of starting a Bible study.



[image: A sister prepares for a return visit]


HOW TO DO IT:



[image: Two sisters make a return visit and play a video]


	  Endeavor to return promptly, perhaps within a few days.​—Mt 13:19



	  Be friendly and respectful. Try to relax



	  Begin with a warm greeting. Use the person’s name. Remind him why you have returned​—perhaps to answer a question, bring the latest magazine, show our website, play a video, or demonstrate a Bible study. Adjust your comments if he expresses interest in another subject.​—Php 2:4



	  Water the seed of truth planted in his heart by sharing a Scriptural thought and perhaps by leaving literature. (1Co 3:6) Try to build a rapport with him



	  Lay the groundwork for the next visit













^ (Isa. 55:6) Search for Jehovah while he may be found. Call to him while he is near.



^ (Matt. 13:19) Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road.



^ (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^ (1 Cor. 3:6) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow,








November 13-19

OBADIAH 1–JONAH 4





	  Song 102 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Learn From Your Mistakes”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Obadiah.]



	[Play the video Introduction to Jonah.]



	Jon 3:1-3​—Jonah learned from his mistakes (ia 114 ¶22-23)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ob 10​—How did Edom “perish forever”? (w07 11/1 13 ¶5)



	Ob 12​—What lesson can we learn from God’s condemnation of Edom? (jd 112 ¶4-5)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jon 3:1-10










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp17.6 cover​—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp17.6​—The magazine was placed on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a return visit, and introduce one of our Bible study publications.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) ld 12-13​—Select which pictures to consider.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 98



	  “Lessons From the Book of Jonah”: (15 min.) Discuss the article after playing the video Family Worship: Jonah​—Learning From Jehovah’s Mercy.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 21 ¶8-14



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 150 and Prayer















^ (Jonah 3:1-3) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.” 3 So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”


^ (Obad. 10) Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, Shame will cover you, And you will perish forever.



^ (Obad. 12) You should not gloat over your brother’s day on the day of his misfortune, You should not rejoice over the people of Judah on the day of their perishing, And you should not speak so arrogantly on the day of their distress.



^ (Jonah 3:1-10) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.” 3 So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days. 4 Then Joʹnah entered the city, and walking a day’s journey, he was proclaiming: “In just 40 days more, Ninʹe·veh will be overthrown.” 5 And the men of Ninʹe·veh put faith in God, and they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them. 6 When the message reached the king of Ninʹe·veh, he rose up from his throne and took off his royal garment and covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the ashes. 7 Furthermore, he issued a proclamation throughout Ninʹe·veh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No man or beast, herd or flock, should eat anything at all. They should not take food, nor should they drink any water. 8 Let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast; and let them call out earnestly to God and turn from their evil ways and from the violence they practice. 9 Who knows whether the true God may reconsider* what he intends to do and turn from his burning anger, so that we may not perish?” 10 When the true God saw what they did, how they had turned back from their evil ways, he reconsidered* the calamity that he said he would bring on them, and he did not bring it.

Lit., “a city great to God.”
Or “feel regret over.”
Or “felt regret over.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | OBADIAH 1–JONAH 4

Learn From Your Mistakes





The account of Jonah shows that Jehovah does not give up on us when we make mistakes. However, he does expect us to learn from our mistakes and make the necessary changes.

Jon 1:3

What mistake did Jonah make when he received his assignment from Jehovah?



[image: The route by sea from Joppa to Tarshish]


Jon 2:1-10

What did Jonah pray about, and how did Jehovah respond?



[image: Jonah prays on the seashore]


Jon 3:1-3

How did Jonah show that he had learned from his mistakes?









[image: The route from Joppa to Nineveh]






^ (Jonah 1:3) But Joʹnah got up to run away from Jehovah to Tarʹshish; he went down to Jopʹpa and found a ship going to Tarʹshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarʹshish, away from Jehovah.



^ (Jonah 2:1-10) Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.  3 When you threw me to the depths, into the heart of the open sea, Then the currents engulfed me. All your breakers and waves swept over me.  4 And I said, ‘I have been driven away from your sight! How will I gaze again upon your holy temple?’  5 Waters engulfed me and threatened my life;* The watery deep closed in on me. Weeds were wrapped around my head.  6 To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.” 10 In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land.

Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “Waters encompassed me to the soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”


^ (Jonah 3:1-3) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.” 3 So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Lessons From the Book of Jonah





In his Word, Jehovah has preserved the life stories of men and women of faith in order to teach us valuable lessons. (Ro 15:4) What did you learn from the book of Jonah? Watch the video Family Worship: Jonah​—Learning From Jehovah’s Mercy, and then answer the following questions:

	What challenges did the three publishers in the video face?



	How can the book of Jonah encourage us if we have been disciplined or have lost privileges of service? (1Sa 16:7; Jon 3:1, 2)



	How can Jonah’s account help us to maintain a positive view of our territory? (Jon 4:11; Mt 5:7)



	How can Jonah’s experience comfort us when we are experiencing chronic health problems? (Jon 2:1, 2, 7, 9)



	What did you learn from this video about the value of Bible reading and meditation?













[image: A brother is discouraged after losing his privilege; a sister assumes she will get a negative response in the ministry; a sister receives bad news from her doctor]




^ (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^ (1 Sam. 16:7) But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^ (Jonah 3:1, 2) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.”



^ (Jonah 4:11) Should I not also feel sorry for Ninʹe·veh the great city, in which there are more than 120,000 men who do not even know right from wrong,* as well as their many animals?”

Or “know their right hand from their left.”


^ (Matt. 5:7) “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy.



^ (Jonah 2:1, 2) Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.

Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Jonah 2:7) When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.

Or “soul.”


^ (Jonah 2:9) But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.”








November 20-26

MICAH 1-7





	  Song 31 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “What Does Jehovah Require of Us?”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Micah.]



	Mic 6:6, 7​—Sacrifices are meaningless to Jehovah if we fail to treat our fellow man properly (w08 5/15 6 ¶20)



	Mic 6:8​—Jehovah’s requirements are reasonable (w12 11/1 22 ¶4-7)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Mic 2:12​—How was this prophecy fulfilled? (w07 11/1 15 ¶6)



	Mic 7:7​—Why should we “show a waiting attitude” for Jehovah? (w03 8/15 24 ¶20)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mic 4:1-10










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Ps 83:18​—Teach the Truth. Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Ex 3:14​—Teach the Truth. Lay the groundwork for the next visit.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 123-124 ¶20-21.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 28



	  Local Needs: (6 min.)



	  Jehovah Wants Us to Be Generous (Prov. 3:27): (9 min.) Play the video.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 21 ¶15-20, chart “What the Near Future Holds,” review box “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 149 and Prayer















^ (Mic. 6:6, 7) With what will I come before Jehovah? With what will I bow before God on high? Will I come before him with whole burnt offerings, With year-old calves?  7 Will Jehovah be pleased with thousands of rams, With tens of thousands of torrents of oil? Will I give my firstborn son for my revolt, The fruit of my body for my sin?*

Or “for the sin of my soul?”


^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^ (Mic. 7:7) But as for me, I will keep on the lookout for Jehovah. I will show a waiting attitude* for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.

Or “I will wait patiently.”


^ (Mic. 4:1-10) In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it peoples will stream.  2 And many nations will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah And to the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.  3 He will render judgment among many peoples And set matters straight* respecting mighty nations far away. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.  4 They will sit,* each one under his vine and under his fig tree, And no one will make them afraid, For the mouth of Jehovah of armies has spoken.  5 For all the peoples will walk, each in the name of its god, But we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God forever and ever.  6 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will gather the one* who was limping, And collect together the dispersed one, Along with those I treated harshly.  7 I will make the one* who was limping a remnant, And the one far removed a mighty nation; And Jehovah will rule as king over them in Mount Zion, From now on and forever.  8 As for you, O tower of the flock, The mound of the daughter of Zion, To you it will come, yes, the first* dominion will come, The kingdom belonging to the daughter of Jerusalem.  9 Now why are you shouting loudly? Have you no king, Or has your adviser perished, So that pain has seized you like a woman giving birth? 10 Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, Like a woman giving birth, For now you will go from the city and reside in the field. You will go as far as to Babylon, And there you will be rescued; There Jehovah will buy you back from the hand of your enemies.

Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “correct matters.”
Or “dwell.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “her.”
Or “former.”


^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Ex. 3:14) So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ (Prov. 3:27) Do not withhold good from those to whom you should give it* If it is within your power* to help.

Or “to whom it is owing.”
Or “within the power of your hand.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | MICAH 1-7

What Does Jehovah Require of Us?





6:6-8

Jehovah understands our limitations and never requires more of us than we are able to give. From God’s standpoint, our relationship with our brothers is an important part of true worship. If we want Jehovah to accept our sacrifices, we must treat our brothers with love and respect.









[image: An Israelite’s honesty in business and the way he treats his wife affect how his animal sacrifice is accepted]




^ (Mic. 6:6-8) With what will I come before Jehovah? With what will I bow before God on high? Will I come before him with whole burnt offerings, With year-old calves?  7 Will Jehovah be pleased with thousands of rams, With tens of thousands of torrents of oil? Will I give my firstborn son for my revolt, The fruit of my body for my sin?*  8 He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “for the sin of my soul?”
Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”







November 27–December 3

NAHUM 1–HABAKKUK 3





	  Song 129 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Remain Spiritually Alert and Active”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Nahum.]



	[Play the video Introduction to Habakkuk.]



	Hab 2:1-4​—In order to survive the coming day of Jehovah’s judgment, we must “keep in expectation of it” (w07 11/15 10 ¶3-5)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Na 1:8; 2:6​—How was Nineveh exterminated? (w07 11/15 9 ¶2)



	Hab 3:17-19​—Although we may face hardship before and during Armageddon, what confidence can we have? (w07 11/15 10 ¶10)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Hab 2:15–3:6










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) hf​—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) hf​—The brochure was placed on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a return visit.



	  Talk: (6 min. or less) w16.03 23-25​—Theme: Can You Help in Your Congregation?










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 21



	  “Remain Spiritually Alert and Active When Your Circumstances Change”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Staying Spiritually Grounded While Moving.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 22 ¶1-7



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.) Inform the congregation that the offer for December will be the Awake! magazine with the cover subject “Is the World Out of Control?” The video presentation that is scheduled to be discussed during the next midweek meeting will be available on JW Library beginning November 30. Publishers should endeavor to give this issue wide distribution.



	  Song 142 and Prayer















^ (Hab. 2:1-4) At my guardpost I will keep standing, And I will station myself on the rampart. I will keep watch to see what he will speak by means of me And what I will reply when I am reproved.  2 Jehovah then answered me: “Write down the vision, and inscribe it clearly on tablets, So that the one reading aloud from it may do so easily.*  3 For the vision is yet for its appointed time, And it is rushing toward its end,* and it will not lie. Even if it should delay,* keep in expectation of it!* For it will without fail come true. It will not be late!  4 Look at the one who is proud;* He is not upright within himself. But the righteous one will live by his faithfulness.*

Or “fluently.”
Or “fulfillment.”
Or “if it seems to delay.”
Or “wait eagerly for it!”
Or “Look! His soul is swelled up.”
Or possibly, “faith; belief.”


^ (Nah. 1:8) With a sweeping flood he will make a complete extermination of her* place, And darkness will pursue his enemies.

That is, Nineveh’s.


^ (Nah. 2:6) The gates of the rivers will be opened, And the palace will be dissolved.*

Or “will collapse.”


^ (Hab. 3:17-19) Although the fig tree may not blossom, And there may be no fruit on the vines; Although the olive crop may fail, And the fields* may produce no food; Although the flock may disappear from the pen, And there may be no cattle in the stalls; 18 Yet, as for me, I will exult in Jehovah; I will be joyful in the God of my salvation. 19 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah is my strength; He will make my feet like those of a deer And cause me to tread on high places.

Or “terraces.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | NAHUM 1–HABAKKUK 3

Remain Spiritually Alert and Active





Hab 1:5, 6

The impending destruction of Judah by the Babylonians may have seemed unlikely. Judah was under the powerful influence of Egypt. The Chaldeans were not stronger than Egypt, were they? In addition, it was unthinkable to many Jews that Jehovah would allow Jerusalem and its temple to be destroyed. Nonetheless, the prophecy would come true, and Habakkuk needed to keep in expectation of it by remaining spiritually alert and active.



[image: The prophet Habakkuk stays spiritually alert while surrounded by wickedness]


What convinces me that the end of this system of things is very near?

How can I remain spiritually alert and active?









^ (Hab. 1:5, 6) “Look among the nations and pay attention! Stare in amazement and be astounded; For something will happen in your days That you will not believe even if it is told to you.  6 For here I am raising up the Chal·deʹans, The ruthless and impetuous nation. They sweep through vast stretches of the earth To seize homes not theirs.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Remain Spiritually Alert and Active When Your Circumstances Change





Changes are unavoidable, especially during these last days. (1Co 7:31) Whether expected or not, good or bad, changes can disrupt our worship and strain our relationship with Jehovah. What will help us to remain spiritually alert and active during times of change? Watch the video Staying Spiritually Grounded While Moving, and then answer the following questions:



[image: As a family prepares to move, they take time for Family Worship]


	What advice did one brother give the father?



	How did the principle found at Matthew 7:25 apply to the family’s situation?



	How did the family plan ahead for the move, and how did this help them?



	What helped the family to adapt to changes both in the congregation and in the territory?





What major changes have I experienced recently?

How can I apply the principles found in this video to my situation?









^ (1 Cor. 7:31) and those making use of the world as those not using it to the full; for the scene of this world is changing.



^ (Matt. 7:25) And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock.







1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8









^ (Amos 1:1-9:15) The words of Aʹmos,* who was among the sheep raisers from Te·koʹa, which he received in vision concerning Israel in the days of King Uz·ziʹah of Judah and in the days of Jer·o·boʹam son of Joʹash, the king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 2 He said: “Jehovah will roar out of Zion, And he will raise his voice out of Jerusalem. The pastures of the shepherds will mourn, And the summit of Carʹmel will dry up.”  3 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts* of Damascus, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they threshed Gilʹe·ad with iron threshing sledges.  4 So I will send a fire upon the house of Hazʹa·el, And it will consume the fortified towers of Ben-haʹdad.  5 I will break the bars of Damascus; I will destroy the inhabitants from Bikʹath-aʹven And the one ruling* from Beth-eʹden; And the people of Syria will go as exiles to Kir,” says Jehovah.’  6 This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts of Gazʹa, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they took a whole group of exiles to hand them over to Eʹdom.  7 So I will send a fire onto the wall of Gazʹa, And it will consume her fortified towers.  8 I will destroy the inhabitants from Ashʹdod, And the one ruling* from Ashʹke·lon; I will turn my hand against Ekʹron, And the remaining Phi·lisʹtines will perish,” says the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.’  9 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Tyre, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they handed over a whole group of exiles to Eʹdom, And because they did not remember the covenant of brothers. 10 So I will send a fire onto the wall of Tyre, And it will consume her fortified towers.’ 11 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Eʹdom, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because he pursued his own brother with the sword, And because he refused to show mercy; In his anger he keeps tearing them apart relentlessly, And he remains furious with them continually. 12 So I will send a fire into Teʹman, And it will consume the fortified towers of Bozʹrah.’ 13 This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts of the Amʹmon·ites, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they ripped open the pregnant women of Gilʹe·ad to widen out their own territory. 14 So I will set fire to the wall of Rabʹbah, And it will consume her fortified towers, With a war cry in the day of battle, With a tempest in the day of storm wind. 15 And their king will go into exile together with his princes,” says Jehovah.’ 
2 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts* of Moʹab, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because he burned the bones of the king of Eʹdom for lime.  2 So I will send a fire into Moʹab, And it will consume the fortified towers of Keʹri·oth; Moʹab will die amid an uproar, With a war cry, with the sound of a horn.  3 I will remove the ruler* from her midst And kill all her princes along with him,” says Jehovah.’  4 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Judah, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they rejected the law* of Jehovah, And because they did not keep his regulations; But the same lies their forefathers followed have led them astray.  5 So I will send a fire into Judah, And it will consume the fortified towers of Jerusalem.’  6 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Israel, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they sell the righteous for silver, And the poor for a pair of sandals.  7 They trample the heads of the lowly into the dust of the earth, And they block the path of the meek. A man and his father have relations with the same girl, Profaning my holy name.  8 They stretch out next to every altar on garments they seized as security for a loan;* And the wine they drink at the house* of their gods was obtained from those they fined.’  9 ‘But it was I who annihilated the Amʹor·ite before them, Who was as tall as the cedars and as strong as the oaks; I destroyed his fruit above and his roots below. 10 I brought you up out of the land of Egypt, And I made you walk through the wilderness 40 years, To take possession of the land of the Amʹor·ite. 11 I raised up some of your sons as prophets And some of your young men as Nazʹi·rites. Is this not so, O people of Israel?’ declares Jehovah. 12 ‘But you kept giving the Nazʹi·rites wine to drink, And you commanded the prophets: “You must not prophesy.” 13 So I will crush you in your place, Just as a wagon loaded with cut grain crushes what is under it. 14 The swift one will have no place to flee, The strong one will not retain his power, And no warrior will escape with his life.* 15 The bowman will not stand his ground, The swift of foot will not escape, And the horseman will not escape with his life.* 16 Even the most courageous* among the warriors Will flee naked in that day,’ declares Jehovah.” 
3 “Hear this word that Jehovah has spoken concerning you, O people of Israel, concerning the whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt:  2 ‘You alone I have known out of all the families of the earth. That is why I will call you to account for all your errors.  3 Will two walk together unless they have agreed to meet?*  4 Will a lion roar in the forest when it has no prey? Will a young lion* growl from its lair when it has caught nothing?  5 Will a bird fall into a trap on the ground when there is no snare for it?* Does a trap spring up from the ground when it has caught nothing?  6 If a horn is blown in a city, do the people not tremble? If a calamity occurs in the city, is it not Jehovah who has acted?  7 For the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will not do a thing Unless he has revealed his confidential matter* to his servants the prophets.  8 The lion has roared! Who will not be afraid? The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has spoken! Who will not prophesy?’  9 ‘Proclaim it on the fortified towers of Ashʹdod And on the fortified towers in the land of Egypt. Say: “Gather together against the mountains of Sa·marʹi·a; See the turmoil in her midst And the defrauding within her. 10 For they do not know how to do what is right,” declares Jehovah, “Those who are storing up violence and destruction in their fortified towers.”’ 11 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says, ‘An adversary will surround the land, He will strip you of your strength, And your fortified towers will be plundered.’ 12 This is what Jehovah says, ‘Just as the shepherd snatches away two legs or a piece of an ear from the mouth of the lion, That is how the people of Israel will be snatched away, Those now sitting in Sa·marʹi·a on splendid beds and on fine couches.’* 13 ‘Hear and warn* the house of Jacob,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, the God of armies. 14 ‘For in the day I call Israel to account for all his revolts,* I will also call for an accounting against the altars of Bethʹel; The horns of the altar will be cut off and fall to the earth. 15 I will strike down the winter house along with the summer house.’ ‘The houses of ivory will perish, And the great* houses will come to their end,’ declares Jehovah.” 
4 “Hear this word, you cows of Baʹshan, Who are on the mountain of Sa·marʹi·a, You women who are defrauding the lowly and crushing the poor, Who say to their husbands,* ‘Bring us something to drink!’  2 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sworn by his holiness, ‘“Look! The days are coming upon you when he will lift you up with butcher hooks And the rest of you with fishhooks.  3 You will go out through the breaches in the wall, each one straight ahead; And you will be cast out to Harʹmon,” declares Jehovah.’  4 ‘Come to Bethʹel and commit transgression,* To Gilʹgal and transgress even more! Bring your sacrifices in the morning, And your tithes* on the third day.  5 Burn a thanksgiving sacrifice of leavened bread; Loudly proclaim your voluntary offerings! For that is what you love to do, O people of Israel,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.  6 ‘And for my part, I made your teeth clean of food* in all your cities And caused a lack of bread in all your houses; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah.  7 ‘I also withheld rain from you three months before the harvest; I made it rain on one city but not on another city. One plot of land would have rain, But another plot of land where there was no rain would dry up.  8 People of two or three cities staggered to one city to drink water, And they would not get satisfied; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah.  9 ‘I struck you with scorching heat and mildew. You multiplied your gardens and vineyards, But the locust would devour your fig trees and olive trees; And you still did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 10 ‘I sent among you a pestilence like that of Egypt. With the sword I killed your young men and captured your horses. I made the stench of your camps rise up into your nostrils; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 11 ‘I caused an overthrow among you Like God’s overthrow of Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah. And you were like a log snatched out of the fire; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 12 So that is what I will do to you, O Israel. Because this is what I will do to you, Get ready to meet your God, O Israel. 13 For look! he is the One who formed the mountains and created the wind; He tells man what His thoughts are, He turns the dawn into darkness, And he treads on earth’s high places; Jehovah the God of armies is his name.” 
5 “Hear this word that I am taking up against you as a dirge,* O house of Israel:  2 ‘The virgin, Israel, has fallen; She cannot get up again. She has been abandoned on her own ground; There is no one to raise her up.’ 3 “For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘The city that marches out with a thousand will have a hundred left; And the one that goes out with a hundred will have ten left, for the house of Israel.’ 4 “For this is what Jehovah says to the house of Israel: ‘Search for me and keep living.  5 Do not search for Bethʹel, Do not go to Gilʹgal or pass over to Beʹer-sheʹba, For Gilʹgal will certainly go into exile, And Bethʹel will come to nothing.*  6 Search for Jehovah, and keep living, So that he does not burst out like a fire on the house of Joseph, Consuming Bethʹel, with no one to extinguish it.  7 You turn justice into wormwood,* And you cast righteousness to the earth.  8 The One who made the Kiʹmah constellation* and the Keʹsil constellation,* The One who turns deep shadow into morning, The One who makes day as dark as night, The One who summons the waters of the sea To pour them out on the surface of the earth —Jehovah is his name.  9 He will cause destruction to burst out against the strong, Bringing destruction on fortified places. 10 They hate those who give reproof in the city gate, And they detest those who speak truthfully. 11 Because you demand farm rent* from the poor And you take his grain as tribute, You will not keep dwelling in the houses of hewn stone that you have built Nor drink the wine from the choice vineyards that you have planted. 12 For I know how many your revolts* are And how great your sins are —You harass the righteous, You take bribes,* And you deny the rights of the poor in the city gate. 13 Therefore, those with insight will keep silent at that time, For it will be a time of calamity. 14 Search for what is good, and not what is bad, So that you may keep living. Then Jehovah the God of armies may be with you, Just as you say he is. 15 Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’ 16 “Therefore this is what Jehovah the God of armies, Jehovah, says: ‘In all the public squares there will be wailing, And in all the streets they will say, “Alas, alas!” They will call on the farmers to mourn And the professional mourners to wail.’ 17 ‘In every vineyard there will be wailing; For I will pass through your midst,’ says Jehovah. 18 ‘Woe to those who yearn for the day of Jehovah! What, then, will the day of Jehovah mean for you? It will be darkness, and not light. 19 It will be like a man who flees from a lion and is confronted by a bear, And when he enters his house and leans his hand against the wall, a snake bites him. 20 Will not the day of Jehovah be darkness, and not light; Will it not have gloom, and not brightness? 21 I hate, I despise your festivals, And I take no pleasure in the aroma of your solemn assemblies. 22 Even if you offer me whole burnt offerings and gift offerings, I will find no pleasure in them; And I will not look with favor on your communion sacrifices of fattened animals. 23 Spare me the din of your songs; And let me not hear the melodies of your stringed instruments. 24 Let justice flow down like waters, And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 25 Did you bring me sacrifices and gift offerings For those 40 years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 26 Now you will have to carry away Sakʹkuth your king and Kaiʹwan,* Your images, the star of your god, whom you made for yourselves, 27 And I will send you into exile beyond Damascus,’ says he whose name is Jehovah the God of armies.” 
6 “Woe to the self-assured* ones in Zion, To those feeling secure in the mountain of Sa·marʹi·a, The prominent men of the foremost of nations, Those to whom the house of Israel comes!  2 Cross over to Calʹneh and see. Go from there to Great Haʹmath, And go down to Gath of the Phi·lisʹtines. Are they better than these kingdoms,* Or is their territory larger than yours?  3 Are you putting out of your mind the day of calamity And bringing in a reign* of violence?  4 They lie on beds of ivory and sprawl out on couches, Eating the rams of the flock and the fattened calves;*  5 They improvise songs to the sound of the harp,* And like David, they invent musical instruments;  6 They drink wine by the bowlful And anoint themselves with the choicest oils. But they are unconcerned about* the catastrophe of Joseph.  7 So they will go into exile at the head of the exiles, And the revelry of those sprawled out will come to an end.  8 ‘The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sworn by himself,’* declares Jehovah the God of armies, ‘“I detest the pride of Jacob, I hate his fortified towers, And I will hand over the city and what fills it. 9 “‘“And if ten men are left in one house, they will also die. 10 A relative* will come to carry them out and burn them one by one. He will bring their bones out from the house; then he will say to whoever is in the inner rooms of the house, ‘Are there any more with you?’ And he will say, ‘Nobody!’ Then he will say, ‘Keep silent! For it is not the time to make any mention of the name of Jehovah.’” 11 For it is Jehovah giving the command, And he will strike down the great house into rubble, And the small house into debris. 12 Do horses run on a crag, Or will one plow there with cattle? For you have turned justice into a poisonous plant, And the fruit of righteousness into wormwood.* 13 You rejoice over what is worthless, And you say, “Have we not become powerful* in our own strength?” 14 Therefore, O house of Israel, I will bring against you a nation,’ declares Jehovah the God of armies, ‘And they will oppress you from Leʹbo-haʹmath* down to the Wadi* of the Arʹa·bah.’” 
7 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! He formed a locust swarm when the late crop* was beginning to come up. This was the later crop after the king’s hay had been cut. 2 When the swarm finished eating up the vegetation of the land, I said: “O Sovereign Lord Jehovah, please forgive! How can Jacob survive?* For he is weak!” 3 So Jehovah reconsidered* this. “It will not happen,” Jehovah said. 4 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah called for a punishment by fire. It consumed the vast deep waters, and it consumed a portion of the land. 5 Then I said: “O Sovereign Lord Jehovah, please hold this back. How can Jacob survive?* For he is weak!” 6 So Jehovah reconsidered* this. “That too will not happen,” the Sovereign Lord Jehovah said. 7 This is what he showed me: Look! Jehovah was standing on a wall made with a plumb line,* and there was a plumb line in his hand. 8 Then Jehovah said to me: “What do you see, Aʹmos?” So I said: “A plumb line.” Jehovah then said: “Here I am putting a plumb line among my people Israel. I will no longer pardon them. 9 The high places of Isaac will be desolated, and the sanctuaries of Israel will be devastated; and I will come against the house of Jer·o·boʹam with a sword.” 10 Am·a·ziʹah the priest of Bethʹel sent this message to King Jer·o·boʹam of Israel: “Aʹmos is conspiring against you right in the midst of the house of Israel. The land cannot put up with all his words. 11 For this is what Aʹmos says, ‘Jer·o·boʹam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile from its land.’” 12 Am·a·ziʹah then said to Aʹmos: “O visionary, go, run away to the land of Judah, earn your bread* there, and there you may prophesy. 13 But you must no longer prophesy at Bethʹel, for it is the sanctuary of a king and the house of a kingdom.” 14 Then Aʹmos answered Am·a·ziʹah: “I was not a prophet nor the son of a prophet; but I was a herdsman, and I took care of sycamore fig trees.* 15 But Jehovah took me away from following the flock, and Jehovah said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 16 So now hear the word of Jehovah: ‘You are saying, “Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against the house of Isaac.” 17 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: “Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword. Your land will be apportioned out with a measuring line, and you yourself will die in an unclean land; and Israel will surely go into exile from its land.”’” 
8 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! There was a basket of summer fruit. 2 Then he said, “What do you see, Aʹmos?” I replied, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then Jehovah said to me: “The end has come for my people Israel. I will no longer pardon them. 3 ‘The songs of the temple will turn into wailing in that day,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. ‘There will be many carcasses thrown everywhere—hush!’  4 Hear this, you who trample on the poor And who bring the meek of the land to an end,  5 Who say, ‘When will the new moon festival be over, that we may sell our grain, And the Sabbath, that we may offer grain for sale? So that we may make the eʹphah* measure smaller And the shekel* weight greater, To falsify our scales of deception;  6 So that we may buy the needy for silver And the poor for a pair of sandals, And sell the worthless part of the grain.’  7 Jehovah has sworn by the Pride of Jacob, ‘Never will I forget all their deeds.  8 On this account the land* will tremble, And every inhabitant in it will mourn. Will it not all rise like the Nile, And surge and sink down like the Nile of Egypt?’  9 ‘In that day,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘I will make the sun go down at high noon, And I will darken the land on a bright day. 10 I will turn your festivals into mourning And all your songs into dirges.* I will put sackcloth on all hips and make every head bald; I will make it like the mourning for an only son, And the end of it like a bitter day.’ 11 ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘When I will send a famine into the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But for hearing the words of Jehovah. 12 They will stagger from sea to sea And from the north to the east.* They will rove about searching for the word of Jehovah, but they will not find it. 13 In that day beautiful virgins will faint, Also young men, because of the thirst; 14 Those who swear by the guilt of Sa·marʹi·a and who say, “As surely as your god lives, O Dan!” And, “As surely as the way of Beʹer-sheʹba lives!” They will fall, and they will not rise up again.’” 
9 I saw Jehovah stationed above the altar, and he said: “Strike the head of the pillar, and the thresholds will shake. Cut them off at the head, and I will kill the last of them with the sword. No one who flees will get away, and no one trying to escape will succeed.  2 If they dig down into the Grave,* From there my hand will take them; And if they go up to the heavens, From there I will bring them down.  3 And if they hide themselves on the top of Carʹmel, From there I will search them out and take them. If they conceal themselves from my eyes on the bottom of the sea, There I will command the serpent to bite them.  4 If they go into captivity before their enemies, From there I will command the sword, and it will kill them; I will fix my eyes on them for bad, and not for good.  5 For the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of the armies, is the One who touches the land,* So that it melts, and all its inhabitants will mourn; And all of it will rise like the Nile, And sink down like the Nile of Egypt.  6 ‘The one who builds his stairs in the heavens And establishes his structure* over the earth; The one who summons the waters of the sea, To pour them out on the surface of the earth —Jehovah is his name.’  7 ‘Are you not like the sons of the Cushʹites to me, O people of Israel?’ declares Jehovah. ‘Did I not bring Israel up out of the land of Egypt, The Phi·lisʹtines out of Crete, and Syria out of Kir?’  8 ‘Look! The eyes of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah are on the sinful kingdom, And he will annihilate it from the surface of the land. But I will not completely annihilate the house of Jacob,’ declares Jehovah.  9 ‘For look! I am giving the command, And I will shake the house of Israel among all the nations, Just as one shakes a sieve, And not a pebble falls to the ground. 10 They will die by the sword, all the sinners of my people, Those who are saying, “The calamity will not come near us or reach us.”’ 11 ‘In that day I will raise up the booth* of David that is fallen, I will repair the* breaches, And I will restore its ruins; I will rebuild it as in the days of long ago, 12 So that they may take possession of what is remaining of Eʹdom, And all the nations on whom my name has been called,’ declares Jehovah, who is doing this. 13 ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares Jehovah, ‘When the plowman will overtake the harvester, And the treader of grapes, the one carrying seed; And the mountains will drip with sweet wine, And all the hills will flow with it.* 14 I will gather back the captives of my people Israel, And they will rebuild the desolated cities and inhabit them; They will plant vineyards and drink their wine, And make gardens and eat their fruit.’ 15 ‘I will plant them on their land, And they will never again be uprooted From their land that I have given them,’ says Jehovah your God.”

Meaning “Being a Load” or “Carrying a Load.”
Or “crimes.”
Lit., “the one holding the scepter.”
Lit., “the one holding the scepter.”
Or “crimes.”
Lit., “judge.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “a pledge.”
Or “temple.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “those strong of heart.”
Or “have met by appointment?”
Or “a maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “when there is no bait in it?”
Or “his ­secret.”
Or “Damascene couches.”
Or “bear witness against.”
Or “crimes.”
Or possibly, “And many.”
Or “masters.”
Or “rebel.”
Or “tenth parts.”
Or “gave you no food to eat.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or possibly, “become something un­canny.”
Or “bitterness.”
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Or “land tax.”
Or “crimes.”
Or “hush money.”
These deities may both refer to the planet Saturn, which was worshipped as a god.
Or “complacent.”
Evidently referring to the kingdoms of Judah and Israel.
Lit., “seat.”
Or “young bulls.”
Or “stringed instrument.”
Lit., “did not become sick at.”
Or “his soul.”
Lit., “His father’s brother.”
Or “bitterness.”
Lit., “taken horns for ourselves.”
Or “the entrance of Hamath.”
See Glossary.
That is, during January and February.
Lit., “rise up?”
Or “felt regret over.”
Lit., “rise up?”
Or “felt regret over.”
Or “a plummet.”
Lit., “eat bread.”
Or “was a nipper of sycamore figs.”
See App. B14.
See App. B14.
Or “earth.”
Or “songs of mourning.”
Or “sunrise.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “earth.”
Or “dome; vault.”
Or “tent; hut.”
Or “their.”
Lit., “will melt.”


^ (Amos 4:1-13) “Hear this word, you cows of Baʹshan, Who are on the mountain of Sa·marʹi·a, You women who are defrauding the lowly and crushing the poor, Who say to their husbands,* ‘Bring us something to drink!’  2 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sworn by his holiness, ‘“Look! The days are coming upon you when he will lift you up with butcher hooks And the rest of you with fishhooks.  3 You will go out through the breaches in the wall, each one straight ahead; And you will be cast out to Harʹmon,” declares Jehovah.’  4 ‘Come to Bethʹel and commit transgression,* To Gilʹgal and transgress even more! Bring your sacrifices in the morning, And your tithes* on the third day.  5 Burn a thanksgiving sacrifice of leavened bread; Loudly proclaim your voluntary offerings! For that is what you love to do, O people of Israel,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.  6 ‘And for my part, I made your teeth clean of food* in all your cities And caused a lack of bread in all your houses; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah.  7 ‘I also withheld rain from you three months before the harvest; I made it rain on one city but not on another city. One plot of land would have rain, But another plot of land where there was no rain would dry up.  8 People of two or three cities staggered to one city to drink water, And they would not get satisfied; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah.  9 ‘I struck you with scorching heat and mildew. You multiplied your gardens and vineyards, But the locust would devour your fig trees and olive trees; And you still did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 10 ‘I sent among you a pestilence like that of Egypt. With the sword I killed your young men and captured your horses. I made the stench of your camps rise up into your nostrils; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 11 ‘I caused an overthrow among you Like God’s overthrow of Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah. And you were like a log snatched out of the fire; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 12 So that is what I will do to you, O Israel. Because this is what I will do to you, Get ready to meet your God, O Israel. 13 For look! he is the One who formed the mountains and created the wind; He tells man what His thoughts are, He turns the dawn into darkness, And he treads on earth’s high places; Jehovah the God of armies is his name.”

Or “masters.”
Or “rebel.”
Or “tenth parts.”
Or “gave you no food to eat.”





^ ***sjj song 60 It Means Their Life***


SONG 60

It Means Their Life


(Ezekiel 3:17-19)


	1. In this year of goodwill

by our God, all need to hear

That the day of his anger

will come, and it is near.

(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.





	2. There’s a message to preach,

so we spread it all abroad.

We invite all to come and

be reconciled to God.

(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.



(BRIDGE)

It’s urgent, it’s important,

That people listen, learn, and live.

We tell them, and we teach them;

Life-giving truth we freely give.



(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.









(See also 2 Chron. 36:15; Isa. 61:2; Ezek. 33:6; 2 Thess. 1:8.)





^ (Ezek. 3:17-19) “Son of man, I have appointed you as a watchman to the house of Israel; and when you hear a word from my mouth, you must warn them from me. 18 When I say to someone wicked, ‘You will surely die,’ but you do not warn him, and you fail to speak in order to warn the wicked one to turn from his wicked course so that he may stay alive, he will die for his error because he is wicked, but I will ask his blood back from you.* 19 But if you warn someone wicked and he does not turn back from his wickedness and from his wicked course, he will die for his error, but you will certainly save your own life.*

Or “I will hold you accountable for his blood.”
Or “soul.”


^ (2 Chron. 36:15) Jehovah the God of their forefathers kept warning them by means of his messengers, warning them again and again, because he felt compassion for his people and for his dwelling place.



^ (Isa. 61:2) To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^ (Ezek. 33:6) “‘But if the watchman sees the sword coming and he does not blow the horn and the people receive no warning and a sword comes and takes the life* of one of them, that person will die for his own error, but I will ask his blood back from the watchman.’*

Or “soul.”
Or “I will hold the watchman accountable for his blood.”


^ (2 Thess. 1:8) in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.









^ ***w04 11/15 pp. 24-25 Search for Jehovah, the Examiner of Hearts***

20. How can one pursue a course in harmony with Amos 5:4?

20 It must not have been easy for anyone living in Israel in those days to remain faithful to Jehovah. It is difficult to swim against the current, so to speak, as Christians today, young and old, well know. Yet, love for God and a desire to please him did motivate some Israelites to practice true worship. Jehovah extended to them the warm invitation recorded at Amos 5:4: “Search for me, and keep living.” Today, God similarly shows mercy to those who repent and search for him by taking in accurate knowledge of his Word and then doing his will. It is not easy to pursue this course, but doing so leads to everlasting life.​—John 17:3.



^ (Amos 5:4) “For this is what Jehovah says to the house of Israel: ‘Search for me and keep living.



^ par. 20 (Amos 5:4) “For this is what Jehovah says to the house of Israel: ‘Search for me and keep living.



^ par. 20 (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you,* the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.

Or “their taking in knowledge of you.”








^ ***jd pp. 90-91 Serve Jehovah According to His High Standards***


“HATE WHAT IS BAD, AND LOVE WHAT IS GOOD”

16. How does Amos 5:15 relate to God’s standards?

16 The first man, Adam, made a foolish choice as to whose standards of good and bad were best. Will we choose more wisely? Amos admonished us to have strong feelings about this, urging: “Hate what is bad, and love what is good.” (Amos 5:15) William Rainey Harper, late professor of Semitic languages and literatures at the University of Chicago, noted about this verse: “The standard of good and evil, in [Amos’] mind, is conformity with Yahweh’s will.” This is a central concept that we can learn from the 12 prophets. Are we willing to accept Jehovah’s standards of good and bad? Those high standards are revealed to us in the Bible and explained by mature, experienced Christians who make up “the faithful and discreet slave.”​—Matthew 24:45-47.

17, 18. (a) Why is it vital to hate what is bad? (b) Illustrate how we can cultivate strong hatred for what is bad.

17 Our hating what is bad helps us to refrain from things that displease God. For example, a man may be aware of the dangers of Internet pornography and try to turn away from viewing it. Yet, how does ‘the man he is inside’ feel about the content of pornographic Web sites? (Ephesians 3:16) By applying the divine exhortation found at Amos 5:15, he will find it easier to cultivate hatred for what is bad. He may thus be victorious in his spiritual struggle.





^ (Amos 5:15) Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’



^ par. 16 (Amos 5:15) Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’



^ par. 16 (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet* slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.

Or “wise.”


^ par. 17 (Eph. 3:16) I pray that he may grant you through the abundance of his glory to be made mighty in the man you are inside, with power through his spirit,



^ par. 17 (Amos 5:15) Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’









^ ***w07 10/1 p. 14 par. 8 Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos***

2:12. We should not discourage hardworking pioneers, traveling overseers, missionaries, or members of the Bethel family by urging them to give up their full-time service for a so-called normal way of life. On the contrary, we should encourage them to keep up their good work.



^ par. 8 (Amos 2:12) ‘But you kept giving the Nazʹi·rites wine to drink, And you commanded the prophets: “You must not prophesy.”









^ ***w07 10/1 p. 14 par. 6 Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos***

8:1, 2​—What did “a basket of summer fruit” signify? It signified that the day of Jehovah was near. Summer fruit is picked toward the end of the harvest season, that is, toward the end of the agricultural year. When Jehovah caused Amos to see “a basket of summer fruit,” it meant that the end was near for Israel. Therefore, God told Amos: “The end has come to my people Israel. I shall no more do any further excusing of them.”



^ par. 6 (Amos 8:1, 2) This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! There was a basket of summer fruit. 2 Then he said, “What do you see, Aʹmos?” I replied, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then Jehovah said to me: “The end has come for my people Israel. I will no longer pardon them.









^ ***sjj song 58 Searching for Friends of Peace***


SONG 58

Searching for Friends of Peace


(Luke 10:6)


	1. Jesus commanded: ‘Let the truth be heard.’

In summer heat, on dusty roads,

He let all hear Jehovah’s word.

He loved God’s sheep and called to ev’ryone.

He searched the land from the sunrise

‘til the day was done.

From door to door and in the street,

We share with ev’ryone we meet

The news that soon man’s troubles all will be gone.

(CHORUS)

Searching the world

For friends of peace in ev’ry nation,

Searching to find

A heart inclined toward salvation,

Wanting to leave

No stone unturned.





	2. Time waits for no one, so the search goes on.

A million hearts, a million lives,

We give our all to save just one.

Love is the force that makes us call again.

A wounded heart can be healed,

and broken lives can mend.

We search the towns and city squares,

And when we find someone who cares,

The joy we feel inspires us to go on.

(CHORUS)

Searching the world

For friends of peace in ev’ry nation,

Searching to find

A heart inclined toward salvation,

Wanting to leave

No stone unturned.









(See also Isa. 52:7; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 8:1; Rom. 10:10.)





^ (Luke 10:6) And if a friend of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if there is not, it will return to you.



^ (Isa. 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”



^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Luke 8:1) Shortly afterward he traveled from city to city and from village to village, preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the Twelve were with him,



^ (Rom. 10:10) For with the heart one exercises faith for righteousness, but with the mouth one makes public declaration for salvation.









^ ***kr pp. 220-221 Kingdom Promises—Making All Things New***


SECTION 7

Kingdom Promises​—Making All Things New



YOU pluck a luscious apple from the branch. You take in its aroma before adding it to the growing mound in the basket. You have been working for hours, but you feel fine and ready for a bit more work. Your mother is at a tree nearby, happily working and chatting with other family members and friends who are helping with the harvest. She looks so young​—the way you remember her when you were just a child all those years ago. It is hard to believe that you saw her grow old in the world that is now long gone. You saw her waste away with illness, you held her hand as she breathed her last, and you wept at her graveside. Yet, here she is, along with so many others, alive and healthy again!

Such days will come; we know it. We know it because God’s promises always come true. In this section, we will consider how some Kingdom promises will be fulfilled in the near future, leading up to the war of Armageddon. We will also review some of the thrilling Kingdom promises that will be fulfilled thereafter. How delighted we will be to see the time when God’s Kingdom rules over this whole earth, making all things new!








^ ***kr pp. 222-226 God’s Kingdom Removes Its Enemies***


1, 2. (a) What evidence shows that our King has been ruling since 1914? (b) What will we consider in this chapter?

IT HAS been faith-strengthening to review what God’s Kingdom has accomplished in the midst of its enemies. (Ps. 110:2) Our King has raised up an army of willing preachers. He has cleansed and refined his followers spiritually and morally. And despite all efforts of enemies of the Kingdom to divide us, we enjoy worldwide unity today. These and the many other Kingdom accomplishments we have considered provide overwhelming evidence that since 1914, our King has been ruling in the midst of enemies of the Kingdom.

2 The Kingdom will do even more amazing things in the near future. It will “come” to “crush and put an end” to its enemies. (Matt. 6:10; Dan. 2:44) But before that time arrives, other significant events will take place. What are they? Several Bible prophecies address that question. Let us examine some of those prophecies to see what events still lie ahead of us.

Precursor of “Sudden Destruction”

 3. What is the first development that we are awaiting?

3 Proclaiming peace. In writing to the Thessalonians, the apostle Paul described the first development that we are awaiting. (Read 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 3.) In this letter Paul mentions “Jehovah’s day,” which will begin with the attack on “Babylon the Great.” (Rev. 17:5) However, just before Jehovah’s day begins, nations will be saying, “Peace and security!” This expression may refer to one pronouncement or to a series of notable statements. Will religious leaders be involved? Since they are part of the world, they will possibly join the nations in saying, “There is peace!” (Jer. 6:14; 23:16, 17; Rev. 17:1, 2) This proclaiming of peace and security will signal that the day of Jehovah is about to begin. Enemies of God’s Kingdom “will by no means escape.”

 4. How do we benefit from understanding the significance of Paul’s prophecy about the proclamation of peace and security?

4 How do we benefit from understanding the significance of this prophecy? Paul states: “You are not in darkness, so that the day should overtake you as it would thieves.” (1 Thess. 5:3, 4) Unlike people in general, we discern where current events are heading. In exactly what manner will this prophecy about peace and security be fulfilled? We must wait and see how the world scene develops. Therefore, “let us stay awake and keep our senses.”​—1 Thess. 5:6; Zeph. 3:8.

The Great Tribulation Begins

 5. What will be the opening phase of the “great tribulation”?

5 Attack on religion. Recall that Paul wrote: “Whenever it is that they are saying, ‘Peace and security!’ then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them.” Just as a flash of lightning is closely followed by the crash of thunder, so the time of saying “Peace and security!” will be instantly followed by “sudden destruction.” What will be destroyed? First, “Babylon the Great,” the world empire of false religion, also known as “the prostitute.” (Rev. 17:5, 6, 15) This destruction of Christendom and all other false religious organizations forms the opening phase of the “great tribulation.” (Matt. 24:21; 2 Thess. 2:8) For many, this event will come as a surprise. Why? Because up to that point, the prostitute will think of herself as a “queen” who will “never see mourning.” But she will suddenly discover that her confidence is misplaced. She will be removed quickly, as if “in one day.”​—Rev. 18:7, 8.

 6. Who or what will carry out the attack against “Babylon the Great”?

6 Who or what will carry out the attack against “Babylon the Great”? A “wild beast” with “ten horns.” The book of Revelation indicates that this wild beast refers to the United Nations (UN). The ten horns represent all present political powers that support this “scarlet-colored wild beast.” (Rev. 17:3, 5, 11, 12) How devastating will the attack be? The nations of the UN will plunder the prostitute’s wealth, devour her, and “completely burn her.”​—Read Revelation 17:16.*

 7. How were Jesus’ words at Matthew 24:21, 22 fulfilled in the first century C.E., and what fulfillment will they have in the future?

7 Cutting short the days. Our King revealed what will occur at this point during the great tribulation. Jesus stated: “On account of the chosen ones those days will be cut short.” (Read Matthew 24:21, 22.) Jesus’ words were fulfilled on a small scale in 66 C.E. when Jehovah “cut short” the Roman army’s attack on Jerusalem. (Mark 13:20) That action allowed Christians in Jerusalem and Judea to be saved. What will then happen on a global scale during the coming great tribulation? Jehovah, by means of our King, will “cut short” the United Nations’ attack on religion so that the true religion will not be destroyed with the false. Thus, while all false religious organizations will be torn down, the one true religion will survive. (Ps. 96:5) Let us now consider what events will occur after this part of the great tribulation has passed.





^ par. 1 (Ps. 110:2) Jehovah will extend the scepter of your power out of Zion, saying: “Go subduing in the midst of your enemies.”



^ par. 2 (Matt. 6:10) Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ par. 2 (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ par. 3 (1 Thess. 5:2, 3) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s* day is coming exactly as a thief in the night. 3 Whenever it is that they are saying, “Peace and security!” then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them, just like birth pains on a pregnant woman, and they will by no means escape.

See App. A5.


^ par. 3 (Rev. 17:5) On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”



^ par. 3 (Jer. 6:14) And they try to heal the breakdown* of my people lightly,* saying, ‘There is peace! There is peace!’ When there is no peace.

Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”


^ par. 3 (Jer. 23:16, 17) This is what Jehovah of armies says: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are deluding you.* The vision they speak is from their own heart, Not from the mouth of Jehovah. 17 They are saying again and again to those who disrespect me, ‘Jehovah has said: “You will enjoy peace.”’ And to everyone who follows his own stubborn heart they say, ‘No calamity will come upon you.’

Or “They are filling you with empty hopes.”


^ par. 3 (Rev. 17:1, 2) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me: “Come, I will show you the judgment on the great prostitute who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed sexual immorality,* and earth’s inhabitants were made drunk with the wine of her sexual immorality.”*

See Glossary.
Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.


^ par. 4 (1 Thess. 5:3, 4) Whenever it is that they are saying, “Peace and security!” then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them, just like birth pains on a pregnant woman, and they will by no means escape. 4 But you, brothers, you are not in darkness, so that the day should overtake you as it would thieves,



^ par. 4 (1 Thess. 5:6) So, then, let us not sleep on as the rest do, but let us stay awake and keep our senses.



^ par. 4 (Zeph. 3:8) ‘So keep yourselves in expectation of* me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘Until the day when I rise up to take plunder,* For my judicial decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them my indignation, all my burning anger; For by the fire of my zeal the whole earth will be consumed.

Or “wait patiently for.”
Or possibly, “rise up as a witness.”


^ par. 5 (Rev. 17:5, 6) On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.” 6 And I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the holy ones and with the blood of the witnesses of Jesus. Well, on seeing her I was greatly amazed.



^ par. 5 (Rev. 17:15) He said to me: “The waters that you saw, where the prostitute is sitting, mean peoples and crowds and nations and tongues.*

Or “languages.”


^ par. 5 (Matt. 24:21) for then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again.



^ par. 5 (2 Thess. 2:8) Then, indeed, the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will do away with by the spirit of his mouth and bring to nothing by the manifestation of his presence.



^ par. 5 (Rev. 18:7, 8) To the extent that she glorified herself and lived in shameless luxury, to that extent give her torment and mourning. For she keeps saying in her heart: ‘I sit as queen, and I am not a widow, and I will never see mourning.’ 8 That is why in one day her plagues will come, death and mourning and famine, and she will be completely burned with fire, because Jehovah* God, who judged her, is strong.

See App. A5.


^ par. 6 (Rev. 17:3) And he carried me away in the power of the spirit into a wilderness. And I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet-colored wild beast that was full of blasphemous names and that had seven heads and ten horns.



^ par. 6 (Rev. 17:5) On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”



^ par. 6 (Rev. 17:11, 12) And the wild beast that was but is not, it is also an eighth king, but it springs from the seven, and it goes off into destruction. 12 “The ten horns that you saw mean ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but they do receive authority as kings for one hour with the wild beast.



^ par. 6 (Rev. 17:16) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire.



^ (Matt. 24:21, 22) for then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again. 22 In fact, unless those days were cut short, no flesh would be saved; but on account of the chosen ones those days will be cut short.



^ par. 7 (Matt. 24:21, 22) for then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again. 22 In fact, unless those days were cut short, no flesh would be saved; but on account of the chosen ones those days will be cut short.



^ par. 7 (Mark 13:20) In fact, unless Jehovah* had cut short the days, no flesh would be saved. But on account of the chosen ones whom he has chosen, he has cut short the days.

See App. A5.


^ par. 7 (Ps. 96:5) All the gods of the peoples are worthless gods, But Jehovah is the one who made the heavens.







^ par. 6 It seems reasonable that the destruction of “Babylon the Great” refers mainly to the destruction of the religious institutions, not to a wholesale slaughter of all religious people. Hence, most of Babylon’s former adherents will survive that destruction and, at least openly, will then likely try to distance themselves from religion, as indicated at Zechariah 13:4-6.






^ (Zech. 13:4-6) “In that day each of the prophets will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies; and they will not wear an official garment of hair in order to deceive. 5 And he will say, ‘I am no prophet. I am a man cultivating the soil, because a man bought me when I was young.’ 6 And if someone asks him, ‘What are these wounds between your shoulders?’* he will answer, ‘Wounds I received in the house of my friends.’”*

Lit., “between your hands?” That is, on the chest or on the back.
Or “of those who love me.”








^ ***sjj song 143 Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting***


SONG 143

Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting


(Romans 8:20-25)


	1. The God of times and of seasons,

Whose name alone is Jehovah—

The time for his vindication

Is near by signs we can see.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	2. The time has long been appointed;

His Son is ready to conquer,

Defeating all who oppose him.

His sword will bring victory.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	3. Though all creation is groaning,

In faith we’re eagerly waiting.

Jehovah’s day is approaching,

The time for setting us free.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.









(See also Matt. 25:13; Luke 12:36.)





^ (Rom. 8:20-25) For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but through the one who subjected it, on the basis of hope 21 that the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now. 23 Not only that, but we ourselves also who have the firstfruits, namely, the spirit, yes, we ourselves groan within ourselves while we are earnestly waiting for adoption as sons, the release from our bodies by ransom. 24 For we were saved in this hope; but hope that is seen is not hope, for when a man sees a thing, does he hope for it? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we keep eagerly waiting for it with endurance.



^ (Matt. 25:13) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.



^ (Luke 12:36) and you should be like men waiting for their master to return from the marriage, so when he comes and knocks, they may at once open to him.















^ (Amos 1:1-9:15) The words of Aʹmos,* who was among the sheep raisers from Te·koʹa, which he received in vision concerning Israel in the days of King Uz·ziʹah of Judah and in the days of Jer·o·boʹam son of Joʹash, the king of Israel, two years before the earthquake. 2 He said: “Jehovah will roar out of Zion, And he will raise his voice out of Jerusalem. The pastures of the shepherds will mourn, And the summit of Carʹmel will dry up.”  3 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts* of Damascus, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they threshed Gilʹe·ad with iron threshing sledges.  4 So I will send a fire upon the house of Hazʹa·el, And it will consume the fortified towers of Ben-haʹdad.  5 I will break the bars of Damascus; I will destroy the inhabitants from Bikʹath-aʹven And the one ruling* from Beth-eʹden; And the people of Syria will go as exiles to Kir,” says Jehovah.’  6 This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts of Gazʹa, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they took a whole group of exiles to hand them over to Eʹdom.  7 So I will send a fire onto the wall of Gazʹa, And it will consume her fortified towers.  8 I will destroy the inhabitants from Ashʹdod, And the one ruling* from Ashʹke·lon; I will turn my hand against Ekʹron, And the remaining Phi·lisʹtines will perish,” says the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.’  9 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Tyre, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they handed over a whole group of exiles to Eʹdom, And because they did not remember the covenant of brothers. 10 So I will send a fire onto the wall of Tyre, And it will consume her fortified towers.’ 11 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Eʹdom, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because he pursued his own brother with the sword, And because he refused to show mercy; In his anger he keeps tearing them apart relentlessly, And he remains furious with them continually. 12 So I will send a fire into Teʹman, And it will consume the fortified towers of Bozʹrah.’ 13 This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts of the Amʹmon·ites, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they ripped open the pregnant women of Gilʹe·ad to widen out their own territory. 14 So I will set fire to the wall of Rabʹbah, And it will consume her fortified towers, With a war cry in the day of battle, With a tempest in the day of storm wind. 15 And their king will go into exile together with his princes,” says Jehovah.’ 
2 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘“For three revolts* of Moʹab, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because he burned the bones of the king of Eʹdom for lime.  2 So I will send a fire into Moʹab, And it will consume the fortified towers of Keʹri·oth; Moʹab will die amid an uproar, With a war cry, with the sound of a horn.  3 I will remove the ruler* from her midst And kill all her princes along with him,” says Jehovah.’  4 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Judah, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they rejected the law* of Jehovah, And because they did not keep his regulations; But the same lies their forefathers followed have led them astray.  5 So I will send a fire into Judah, And it will consume the fortified towers of Jerusalem.’  6 This is what Jehovah says, ‘For three revolts of Israel, and for four, I will not reverse it, Because they sell the righteous for silver, And the poor for a pair of sandals.  7 They trample the heads of the lowly into the dust of the earth, And they block the path of the meek. A man and his father have relations with the same girl, Profaning my holy name.  8 They stretch out next to every altar on garments they seized as security for a loan;* And the wine they drink at the house* of their gods was obtained from those they fined.’  9 ‘But it was I who annihilated the Amʹor·ite before them, Who was as tall as the cedars and as strong as the oaks; I destroyed his fruit above and his roots below. 10 I brought you up out of the land of Egypt, And I made you walk through the wilderness 40 years, To take possession of the land of the Amʹor·ite. 11 I raised up some of your sons as prophets And some of your young men as Nazʹi·rites. Is this not so, O people of Israel?’ declares Jehovah. 12 ‘But you kept giving the Nazʹi·rites wine to drink, And you commanded the prophets: “You must not prophesy.” 13 So I will crush you in your place, Just as a wagon loaded with cut grain crushes what is under it. 14 The swift one will have no place to flee, The strong one will not retain his power, And no warrior will escape with his life.* 15 The bowman will not stand his ground, The swift of foot will not escape, And the horseman will not escape with his life.* 16 Even the most courageous* among the warriors Will flee naked in that day,’ declares Jehovah.” 
3 “Hear this word that Jehovah has spoken concerning you, O people of Israel, concerning the whole family that I brought up out of the land of Egypt:  2 ‘You alone I have known out of all the families of the earth. That is why I will call you to account for all your errors.  3 Will two walk together unless they have agreed to meet?*  4 Will a lion roar in the forest when it has no prey? Will a young lion* growl from its lair when it has caught nothing?  5 Will a bird fall into a trap on the ground when there is no snare for it?* Does a trap spring up from the ground when it has caught nothing?  6 If a horn is blown in a city, do the people not tremble? If a calamity occurs in the city, is it not Jehovah who has acted?  7 For the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will not do a thing Unless he has revealed his confidential matter* to his servants the prophets.  8 The lion has roared! Who will not be afraid? The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has spoken! Who will not prophesy?’  9 ‘Proclaim it on the fortified towers of Ashʹdod And on the fortified towers in the land of Egypt. Say: “Gather together against the mountains of Sa·marʹi·a; See the turmoil in her midst And the defrauding within her. 10 For they do not know how to do what is right,” declares Jehovah, “Those who are storing up violence and destruction in their fortified towers.”’ 11 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says, ‘An adversary will surround the land, He will strip you of your strength, And your fortified towers will be plundered.’ 12 This is what Jehovah says, ‘Just as the shepherd snatches away two legs or a piece of an ear from the mouth of the lion, That is how the people of Israel will be snatched away, Those now sitting in Sa·marʹi·a on splendid beds and on fine couches.’* 13 ‘Hear and warn* the house of Jacob,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, the God of armies. 14 ‘For in the day I call Israel to account for all his revolts,* I will also call for an accounting against the altars of Bethʹel; The horns of the altar will be cut off and fall to the earth. 15 I will strike down the winter house along with the summer house.’ ‘The houses of ivory will perish, And the great* houses will come to their end,’ declares Jehovah.” 
4 “Hear this word, you cows of Baʹshan, Who are on the mountain of Sa·marʹi·a, You women who are defrauding the lowly and crushing the poor, Who say to their husbands,* ‘Bring us something to drink!’  2 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sworn by his holiness, ‘“Look! The days are coming upon you when he will lift you up with butcher hooks And the rest of you with fishhooks.  3 You will go out through the breaches in the wall, each one straight ahead; And you will be cast out to Harʹmon,” declares Jehovah.’  4 ‘Come to Bethʹel and commit transgression,* To Gilʹgal and transgress even more! Bring your sacrifices in the morning, And your tithes* on the third day.  5 Burn a thanksgiving sacrifice of leavened bread; Loudly proclaim your voluntary offerings! For that is what you love to do, O people of Israel,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.  6 ‘And for my part, I made your teeth clean of food* in all your cities And caused a lack of bread in all your houses; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah.  7 ‘I also withheld rain from you three months before the harvest; I made it rain on one city but not on another city. One plot of land would have rain, But another plot of land where there was no rain would dry up.  8 People of two or three cities staggered to one city to drink water, And they would not get satisfied; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah.  9 ‘I struck you with scorching heat and mildew. You multiplied your gardens and vineyards, But the locust would devour your fig trees and olive trees; And you still did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 10 ‘I sent among you a pestilence like that of Egypt. With the sword I killed your young men and captured your horses. I made the stench of your camps rise up into your nostrils; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 11 ‘I caused an overthrow among you Like God’s overthrow of Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah. And you were like a log snatched out of the fire; But you did not come back to me,’ declares Jehovah. 12 So that is what I will do to you, O Israel. Because this is what I will do to you, Get ready to meet your God, O Israel. 13 For look! he is the One who formed the mountains and created the wind; He tells man what His thoughts are, He turns the dawn into darkness, And he treads on earth’s high places; Jehovah the God of armies is his name.” 
5 “Hear this word that I am taking up against you as a dirge,* O house of Israel:  2 ‘The virgin, Israel, has fallen; She cannot get up again. She has been abandoned on her own ground; There is no one to raise her up.’ 3 “For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘The city that marches out with a thousand will have a hundred left; And the one that goes out with a hundred will have ten left, for the house of Israel.’ 4 “For this is what Jehovah says to the house of Israel: ‘Search for me and keep living.  5 Do not search for Bethʹel, Do not go to Gilʹgal or pass over to Beʹer-sheʹba, For Gilʹgal will certainly go into exile, And Bethʹel will come to nothing.*  6 Search for Jehovah, and keep living, So that he does not burst out like a fire on the house of Joseph, Consuming Bethʹel, with no one to extinguish it.  7 You turn justice into wormwood,* And you cast righteousness to the earth.  8 The One who made the Kiʹmah constellation* and the Keʹsil constellation,* The One who turns deep shadow into morning, The One who makes day as dark as night, The One who summons the waters of the sea To pour them out on the surface of the earth —Jehovah is his name.  9 He will cause destruction to burst out against the strong, Bringing destruction on fortified places. 10 They hate those who give reproof in the city gate, And they detest those who speak truthfully. 11 Because you demand farm rent* from the poor And you take his grain as tribute, You will not keep dwelling in the houses of hewn stone that you have built Nor drink the wine from the choice vineyards that you have planted. 12 For I know how many your revolts* are And how great your sins are —You harass the righteous, You take bribes,* And you deny the rights of the poor in the city gate. 13 Therefore, those with insight will keep silent at that time, For it will be a time of calamity. 14 Search for what is good, and not what is bad, So that you may keep living. Then Jehovah the God of armies may be with you, Just as you say he is. 15 Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’ 16 “Therefore this is what Jehovah the God of armies, Jehovah, says: ‘In all the public squares there will be wailing, And in all the streets they will say, “Alas, alas!” They will call on the farmers to mourn And the professional mourners to wail.’ 17 ‘In every vineyard there will be wailing; For I will pass through your midst,’ says Jehovah. 18 ‘Woe to those who yearn for the day of Jehovah! What, then, will the day of Jehovah mean for you? It will be darkness, and not light. 19 It will be like a man who flees from a lion and is confronted by a bear, And when he enters his house and leans his hand against the wall, a snake bites him. 20 Will not the day of Jehovah be darkness, and not light; Will it not have gloom, and not brightness? 21 I hate, I despise your festivals, And I take no pleasure in the aroma of your solemn assemblies. 22 Even if you offer me whole burnt offerings and gift offerings, I will find no pleasure in them; And I will not look with favor on your communion sacrifices of fattened animals. 23 Spare me the din of your songs; And let me not hear the melodies of your stringed instruments. 24 Let justice flow down like waters, And righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 25 Did you bring me sacrifices and gift offerings For those 40 years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 26 Now you will have to carry away Sakʹkuth your king and Kaiʹwan,* Your images, the star of your god, whom you made for yourselves, 27 And I will send you into exile beyond Damascus,’ says he whose name is Jehovah the God of armies.” 
6 “Woe to the self-assured* ones in Zion, To those feeling secure in the mountain of Sa·marʹi·a, The prominent men of the foremost of nations, Those to whom the house of Israel comes!  2 Cross over to Calʹneh and see. Go from there to Great Haʹmath, And go down to Gath of the Phi·lisʹtines. Are they better than these kingdoms,* Or is their territory larger than yours?  3 Are you putting out of your mind the day of calamity And bringing in a reign* of violence?  4 They lie on beds of ivory and sprawl out on couches, Eating the rams of the flock and the fattened calves;*  5 They improvise songs to the sound of the harp,* And like David, they invent musical instruments;  6 They drink wine by the bowlful And anoint themselves with the choicest oils. But they are unconcerned about* the catastrophe of Joseph.  7 So they will go into exile at the head of the exiles, And the revelry of those sprawled out will come to an end.  8 ‘The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has sworn by himself,’* declares Jehovah the God of armies, ‘“I detest the pride of Jacob, I hate his fortified towers, And I will hand over the city and what fills it. 9 “‘“And if ten men are left in one house, they will also die. 10 A relative* will come to carry them out and burn them one by one. He will bring their bones out from the house; then he will say to whoever is in the inner rooms of the house, ‘Are there any more with you?’ And he will say, ‘Nobody!’ Then he will say, ‘Keep silent! For it is not the time to make any mention of the name of Jehovah.’” 11 For it is Jehovah giving the command, And he will strike down the great house into rubble, And the small house into debris. 12 Do horses run on a crag, Or will one plow there with cattle? For you have turned justice into a poisonous plant, And the fruit of righteousness into wormwood.* 13 You rejoice over what is worthless, And you say, “Have we not become powerful* in our own strength?” 14 Therefore, O house of Israel, I will bring against you a nation,’ declares Jehovah the God of armies, ‘And they will oppress you from Leʹbo-haʹmath* down to the Wadi* of the Arʹa·bah.’” 
7 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! He formed a locust swarm when the late crop* was beginning to come up. This was the later crop after the king’s hay had been cut. 2 When the swarm finished eating up the vegetation of the land, I said: “O Sovereign Lord Jehovah, please forgive! How can Jacob survive?* For he is weak!” 3 So Jehovah reconsidered* this. “It will not happen,” Jehovah said. 4 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah called for a punishment by fire. It consumed the vast deep waters, and it consumed a portion of the land. 5 Then I said: “O Sovereign Lord Jehovah, please hold this back. How can Jacob survive?* For he is weak!” 6 So Jehovah reconsidered* this. “That too will not happen,” the Sovereign Lord Jehovah said. 7 This is what he showed me: Look! Jehovah was standing on a wall made with a plumb line,* and there was a plumb line in his hand. 8 Then Jehovah said to me: “What do you see, Aʹmos?” So I said: “A plumb line.” Jehovah then said: “Here I am putting a plumb line among my people Israel. I will no longer pardon them. 9 The high places of Isaac will be desolated, and the sanctuaries of Israel will be devastated; and I will come against the house of Jer·o·boʹam with a sword.” 10 Am·a·ziʹah the priest of Bethʹel sent this message to King Jer·o·boʹam of Israel: “Aʹmos is conspiring against you right in the midst of the house of Israel. The land cannot put up with all his words. 11 For this is what Aʹmos says, ‘Jer·o·boʹam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile from its land.’” 12 Am·a·ziʹah then said to Aʹmos: “O visionary, go, run away to the land of Judah, earn your bread* there, and there you may prophesy. 13 But you must no longer prophesy at Bethʹel, for it is the sanctuary of a king and the house of a kingdom.” 14 Then Aʹmos answered Am·a·ziʹah: “I was not a prophet nor the son of a prophet; but I was a herdsman, and I took care of sycamore fig trees.* 15 But Jehovah took me away from following the flock, and Jehovah said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 16 So now hear the word of Jehovah: ‘You are saying, “Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not preach against the house of Isaac.” 17 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: “Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword. Your land will be apportioned out with a measuring line, and you yourself will die in an unclean land; and Israel will surely go into exile from its land.”’” 
8 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah showed me: Look! There was a basket of summer fruit. 2 Then he said, “What do you see, Aʹmos?” I replied, “A basket of summer fruit.” Then Jehovah said to me: “The end has come for my people Israel. I will no longer pardon them. 3 ‘The songs of the temple will turn into wailing in that day,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. ‘There will be many carcasses thrown everywhere—hush!’  4 Hear this, you who trample on the poor And who bring the meek of the land to an end,  5 Who say, ‘When will the new moon festival be over, that we may sell our grain, And the Sabbath, that we may offer grain for sale? So that we may make the eʹphah* measure smaller And the shekel* weight greater, To falsify our scales of deception;  6 So that we may buy the needy for silver And the poor for a pair of sandals, And sell the worthless part of the grain.’  7 Jehovah has sworn by the Pride of Jacob, ‘Never will I forget all their deeds.  8 On this account the land* will tremble, And every inhabitant in it will mourn. Will it not all rise like the Nile, And surge and sink down like the Nile of Egypt?’  9 ‘In that day,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘I will make the sun go down at high noon, And I will darken the land on a bright day. 10 I will turn your festivals into mourning And all your songs into dirges.* I will put sackcloth on all hips and make every head bald; I will make it like the mourning for an only son, And the end of it like a bitter day.’ 11 ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘When I will send a famine into the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But for hearing the words of Jehovah. 12 They will stagger from sea to sea And from the north to the east.* They will rove about searching for the word of Jehovah, but they will not find it. 13 In that day beautiful virgins will faint, Also young men, because of the thirst; 14 Those who swear by the guilt of Sa·marʹi·a and who say, “As surely as your god lives, O Dan!” And, “As surely as the way of Beʹer-sheʹba lives!” They will fall, and they will not rise up again.’” 
9 I saw Jehovah stationed above the altar, and he said: “Strike the head of the pillar, and the thresholds will shake. Cut them off at the head, and I will kill the last of them with the sword. No one who flees will get away, and no one trying to escape will succeed.  2 If they dig down into the Grave,* From there my hand will take them; And if they go up to the heavens, From there I will bring them down.  3 And if they hide themselves on the top of Carʹmel, From there I will search them out and take them. If they conceal themselves from my eyes on the bottom of the sea, There I will command the serpent to bite them.  4 If they go into captivity before their enemies, From there I will command the sword, and it will kill them; I will fix my eyes on them for bad, and not for good.  5 For the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of the armies, is the One who touches the land,* So that it melts, and all its inhabitants will mourn; And all of it will rise like the Nile, And sink down like the Nile of Egypt.  6 ‘The one who builds his stairs in the heavens And establishes his structure* over the earth; The one who summons the waters of the sea, To pour them out on the surface of the earth —Jehovah is his name.’  7 ‘Are you not like the sons of the Cushʹites to me, O people of Israel?’ declares Jehovah. ‘Did I not bring Israel up out of the land of Egypt, The Phi·lisʹtines out of Crete, and Syria out of Kir?’  8 ‘Look! The eyes of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah are on the sinful kingdom, And he will annihilate it from the surface of the land. But I will not completely annihilate the house of Jacob,’ declares Jehovah.  9 ‘For look! I am giving the command, And I will shake the house of Israel among all the nations, Just as one shakes a sieve, And not a pebble falls to the ground. 10 They will die by the sword, all the sinners of my people, Those who are saying, “The calamity will not come near us or reach us.”’ 11 ‘In that day I will raise up the booth* of David that is fallen, I will repair the* breaches, And I will restore its ruins; I will rebuild it as in the days of long ago, 12 So that they may take possession of what is remaining of Eʹdom, And all the nations on whom my name has been called,’ declares Jehovah, who is doing this. 13 ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares Jehovah, ‘When the plowman will overtake the harvester, And the treader of grapes, the one carrying seed; And the mountains will drip with sweet wine, And all the hills will flow with it.* 14 I will gather back the captives of my people Israel, And they will rebuild the desolated cities and inhabit them; They will plant vineyards and drink their wine, And make gardens and eat their fruit.’ 15 ‘I will plant them on their land, And they will never again be uprooted From their land that I have given them,’ says Jehovah your God.”

Meaning “Being a Load” or “Carrying a Load.”
Or “crimes.”
Lit., “the one holding the scepter.”
Lit., “the one holding the scepter.”
Or “crimes.”
Lit., “judge.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “a pledge.”
Or “temple.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “those strong of heart.”
Or “have met by appointment?”
Or “a maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “when there is no bait in it?”
Or “his ­secret.”
Or “Damascene couches.”
Or “bear witness against.”
Or “crimes.”
Or possibly, “And many.”
Or “masters.”
Or “rebel.”
Or “tenth parts.”
Or “gave you no food to eat.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or possibly, “become something un­canny.”
Or “bitterness.”
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Or “land tax.”
Or “crimes.”
Or “hush money.”
These deities may both refer to the planet Saturn, which was worshipped as a god.
Or “complacent.”
Evidently referring to the kingdoms of Judah and Israel.
Lit., “seat.”
Or “young bulls.”
Or “stringed instrument.”
Lit., “did not become sick at.”
Or “his soul.”
Lit., “His father’s brother.”
Or “bitterness.”
Lit., “taken horns for ourselves.”
Or “the entrance of Hamath.”
See Glossary.
That is, during January and February.
Lit., “rise up?”
Or “felt regret over.”
Lit., “rise up?”
Or “felt regret over.”
Or “a plummet.”
Lit., “eat bread.”
Or “was a nipper of sycamore figs.”
See App. B14.
See App. B14.
Or “earth.”
Or “songs of mourning.”
Or “sunrise.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “earth.”
Or “dome; vault.”
Or “tent; hut.”
Or “their.”
Lit., “will melt.”











^ (Obad. 1-21) The vision of O·ba·diʹah:* This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says regarding Eʹdom: “We have heard a report from Jehovah, An envoy has been sent among the nations: ‘Rise up, let us prepare for battle against her.’”  2 “Look! I have made you insignificant among the nations; You are utterly despised.  3 The presumptuousness of your heart has deceived you, You who reside in the retreats of the crag, Dwelling in the height, saying in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the earth?’  4 Even if you make your dwelling high* like the eagle, Or if you place your nest among the stars, I would bring you down from there,” declares Jehovah.  5 “If thieves would come to you, robbers by night, (How utterly you will be destroyed!)* Would they not steal only what they wanted? Or if it were grape gatherers who would come to you, Would they not leave some gleanings behind?  6 O how Eʹsau has been searched out! How his hidden treasures have been sought after!  7 They have driven you to the border. All your allies* have deceived you. The men at peace with you have prevailed against you. Those eating bread with you will place a net under you, But you will not discern it.  8 In that day,” declares Jehovah, “Will I not destroy the wise ones out of Eʹdom And discernment out of the mountainous region of Eʹsau?  9 And your warriors will become terrified, O Teʹman, Because each one in the mountainous region of Eʹsau will be destroyed in the slaughter. 10 Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, Shame will cover you, And you will perish forever. 11 On the day when you stood off to the side, On the day when strangers took his army into captivity, When foreigners entered his gate and cast lots over Jerusalem, You acted like one of them. 12 You should not gloat over your brother’s day on the day of his misfortune, You should not rejoice over the people of Judah on the day of their perishing, And you should not speak so arrogantly on the day of their distress. 13 You should not come into the gate of my people in the day of their disaster, You should not gloat over his calamity in the day of his disaster, And you should not lay your hands on his wealth in the day of his disaster. 14 You should not stand at the crossroads to slaughter his escapees, And you should not hand over his survivors in the day of distress. 15 For the day of Jehovah against all the nations is near. As you have done, so it will be done to you. The way you treated others will come back on your own head. 16 For in the way that you have drunk on my holy mountain, All the nations will keep drinking constantly. They will drink and gulp down, And they will be as though they had never existed. 17 But on Mount Zion will be those who escape, And it will be holy; And the house of Jacob will take possession of the things belonging to them. 18 The house of Jacob will become a fire, The house of Joseph a flame, And the house of Eʹsau like stubble; They will set them ablaze and consume them, And there will be no survivor of the house of Eʹsau, For Jehovah himself has spoken. 19 They will take possession of the Negʹeb and the mountainous region of Eʹsau, Of the She·pheʹlah and the land of the Phi·lisʹtines. They will take possession of the field of Eʹphra·im and the field of Sa·marʹi·a, And Benjamin will take possession of Gilʹe·ad. 20 To the exiles of this rampart,* To the people of Israel will belong the land of the Caʹnaan·ites as far as Zarʹe·phath. And the exiles of Jerusalem, who were in Se·pharʹad, will possess the cities of the Negʹeb. 21 And saviors will go up on Mount Zion To judge the mountainous region of Eʹsau, And the kingship will become Jehovah’s.”

Meaning “Servant of Jehovah.”
Or possibly, “you fly high.”
Or possibly, “How much would they destroy?”
Or “those in covenant with you.”
Or “fortification.”


^ (Jonah 1:1-4:11) The word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah* the son of A·mitʹtai, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim judgment against her, for their wickedness has come to my attention.” 3 But Joʹnah got up to run away from Jehovah to Tarʹshish; he went down to Jopʹpa and found a ship going to Tarʹshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarʹshish, away from Jehovah. 4 Then Jehovah hurled a strong wind at the sea, and there was such a violent storm on the sea that the ship was about to be wrecked. 5 The mariners were so frightened that each of them began to call on his god for help. And they began throwing the articles of the ship into the sea, to make it lighter. But Joʹnah had gone down into the inner part of the ship,* where he lay down and fell fast asleep. 6 The ship captain approached and said to him: “Why are you sleeping? Get up, call out to your god! Perhaps the true God will show his concern for us, and we will not perish.” 7 Then they said to one another: “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is to blame for this calamity.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell to Joʹnah. 8 They said to him: “Please tell us, who is to blame for this calamity that has come upon us? What is your work, and where do you come from? What is your country, and from what people are you?” 9 He replied: “I am a Hebrew, and I fear* Jehovah the God of the heavens, the One who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 At this the men became even more afraid, and they asked him: “What have you done?” (The men learned that he was running away from Jehovah, because he had told them.) 11 So they said to him: “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” For the sea was growing more and more stormy. 12 He replied: “Lift me up and throw me into the sea, and the sea will calm down for you; for I know that it is because of me that this violent storm has come upon you.” 13 However, the men rowed hard* to bring the ship back to dry land, but they could not, because the sea grew more and more stormy around them. 14 Then they called out to Jehovah and said: “Ah, now, O Jehovah, please, may we not perish because of this man!* Do not hold us responsible for innocent blood, since you have done as you pleased, O Jehovah.” 15 Then they lifted Joʹnah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging. 16 Then the men were struck with great fear of Jehovah, and they offered a sacrifice to Jehovah and made vows. 17 Jehovah now sent a huge fish to swallow Joʹnah, so that Joʹnah came to be in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights. 
2 Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.  3 When you threw me to the depths, into the heart of the open sea, Then the currents engulfed me. All your breakers and waves swept over me.  4 And I said, ‘I have been driven away from your sight! How will I gaze again upon your holy temple?’  5 Waters engulfed me and threatened my life;* The watery deep closed in on me. Weeds were wrapped around my head.  6 To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.” 10 In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land. 
3 Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.” 3 So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days. 4 Then Joʹnah entered the city, and walking a day’s journey, he was proclaiming: “In just 40 days more, Ninʹe·veh will be overthrown.” 5 And the men of Ninʹe·veh put faith in God, and they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them. 6 When the message reached the king of Ninʹe·veh, he rose up from his throne and took off his royal garment and covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the ashes. 7 Furthermore, he issued a proclamation throughout Ninʹe·veh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No man or beast, herd or flock, should eat anything at all. They should not take food, nor should they drink any water. 8 Let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast; and let them call out earnestly to God and turn from their evil ways and from the violence they practice. 9 Who knows whether the true God may reconsider* what he intends to do and turn from his burning anger, so that we may not perish?” 10 When the true God saw what they did, how they had turned back from their evil ways, he reconsidered* the calamity that he said he would bring on them, and he did not bring it. 
4 But this was highly displeasing to Joʹnah, and he became hot with anger. 2 So he prayed to Jehovah: “Ah, now, Jehovah, was this not my concern when I was in my own land? That is why I tried to flee to Tarʹshish in the first place; for I knew that you are a compassionate* and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in loyal love, one who feels grieved over calamity. 3 Now, O Jehovah, please take away my life,* for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 Jehovah asked: “Is it right for you to be so angry?” 5 Joʹnah then went out of the city and sat down east of the city. He made a shelter for himself there and sat in its shade to see what would happen to the city. 6 Jehovah God then provided a bottle-gourd plant* to grow up over Joʹnah, to give him shade for his head and to relieve his misery. And Joʹnah was very pleased with the bottle-gourd plant. 7 But the true God sent a worm at the break of dawn on the next day, and it attacked the bottle-gourd plant, and it withered. 8 When the sun began to shine, God also sent a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Joʹnah’s head, and he grew faint. He kept asking to die,* and he kept saying, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 God asked Joʹnah: “Is it right for you to be so angry over the bottle-gourd plant?” At that he said: “I have a right to be angry, so angry that I want to die.” 10 But Jehovah said: “You felt sorry for the bottle-gourd plant, which you did not work for, nor did you make it grow; it grew in one night and perished in one night. 11 Should I not also feel sorry for Ninʹe·veh the great city, in which there are more than 120,000 men who do not even know right from wrong,* as well as their many animals?”

Meaning “Dove.”
Or “decked vessel.”
Or “worship.”
Or “tried to work their way through.”
Or “because of the soul of this man!”
Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “Waters encompassed me to the soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”
Lit., “a city great to God.”
Or “feel regret over.”
Or “felt regret over.”
Or “gracious.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “castor-oil plant.”
Or “that his soul might die.”
Or “know their right hand from their left.”





^ ***sjj song 102 “Assist Those Who Are Weak”***


SONG 102

“Assist Those Who Are Weak”


(Acts 20:35)


	1. Many are the weaknesses

That we all possess.

Still Jehovah cares for us,

Loves us nonetheless.

He is so merciful;

His love, so powerful.

May we show this kind of love,

Help those in distress.



	2. Some at times are weak in faith,

Strong though they appear.

By our reassuring words,

We can calm their fears.

Weak ones to God belong;

His spirit makes them strong.

May we feel their pain and cares,

Help them dry their tears.



	3. Rather than condemn the weak,

We should bear in mind

How much we can strengthen them

By our being kind.

May we be diligent,

Give them encouragement.

As we lend our kind support,

Comfort they will find.







(See also Isa. 35:3, 4; 2 Cor. 11:29; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Isa. 35:3, 4) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”



^ (2 Cor. 11:29) Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I am not incensed?



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.









^ ***ia p. 114 He Learned From His Mistakes***


22, 23. (a) How was Jonah’s gratitude soon put to the test? (b) What can we learn from Jonah when it comes to the mistakes we make?

22 What about Jonah? Did he learn to show his gratitude to Jehovah through obedience? He did. After three days and three nights, the fish brought Jonah right to the shore and “vomited out Jonah onto the dry land.” (Jonah 2:10) Imagine​—after all that, Jonah did not even have to swim ashore! Of course, he did have to find his way from that beach, wherever it was. Before long, though, his spirit of gratitude was put to the test. Jonah 3:1, 2, says: “Then the word of Jehovah occurred to Jonah the second time, saying: ‘Get up, go to Nineveh the great city, and proclaim to her the proclamation that I am speaking to you.’” What would Jonah do?

23 Jonah did not hesitate. We read: “At that, Jonah got up and went to Nineveh in accord with the word of Jehovah.” (Jonah 3:3) Yes, he obeyed. Clearly, he had learned from his mistakes. In this too we need to imitate Jonah’s faith. We all sin; we all make mistakes. (Rom. 3:23) But do we give up, or do we learn from our mistakes and turn to a course of obedient service to God?





^ par. 22 (Jonah 2:10) In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land.



^ par. 22 (Jonah 3:1, 2) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.”



^ par. 23 (Jonah 3:3) So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”


^ par. 23 (Rom. 3:23) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,









^ ***w07 11/1 p. 13 par. 5 Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah***

vs 10​—How was Edom “cut off to time indefinite”? As foretold, the nation of Edom, with a government and people in a specific region of the earth, became extinct. Babylonian King Nabonidus conquered Edom about the middle of the sixth century B.C.E. By the fourth century B.C.E., Edom’s territory was inhabited by the Nabataeans, and the Edomites had to take up residence in the southern part of Judea, the area of the Negeb that later came to be known as Idumea. After the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in 70 C.E., the Edomites ceased to exist.



^ par. 5 (Obad. 10) Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, Shame will cover you, And you will perish forever.









^ ***jd pp. 112-113 Dealing With Others as God Desires***


DO NOT REJOICE OVER ANOTHER’S DIFFICULTY

 4. In what sense were the Edomites “brothers” to Israel, but how did they treat their “brothers”?

4 You can find a lesson in God’s condemnation of Edom, a land near Israel: “You ought not to watch the sight in the day of your brother, in the day of his misfortune; and you ought not to rejoice at the sons of Judah in the day of their perishing.” (Obadiah 12) The Tyrians may have been “brothers” as to commercial activities, but the Edomites were in a real sense “brothers” to Israel, for they had descended from Esau, Jacob’s twin. Even Jehovah called the Edomites Israel’s “brothers.” (Deuteronomy 2:1-4) Hence, it was truly hateful of the Edomites to rejoice when the Jews met calamity at the hands of the Babylonians.​—Ezekiel 25:12-14.

 5. In what situations might we show a spirit like that of the Edomites?

5 Clearly, God did not approve of how the Edomites dealt with their Jewish brothers. We might ask, though, ‘How would God evaluate the way I deal with my brothers?’ One area of concern is how we view and treat a brother when things have not gone smoothly. For example, imagine that a Christian offended you or had a problem with one of your relatives. If you have “a cause for complaint,” will you harbor resentment, not putting the matter behind you or not attempting to settle it? (Colossians 3:13; Joshua 22:9-30; Matthew 5:23, 24) Doing so could affect your actions toward the brother; you might act coolly, avoiding his company or speaking negatively about him. Extending the example, imagine that this brother later erred, perhaps even needing counsel or correction from the congregation elders. (Galatians 6:1) Would you reflect the Edomites’ spirit and rejoice over the brother’s difficulty? How would God want you to act?





^ par. 4 (Obad. 12) You should not gloat over your brother’s day on the day of his misfortune, You should not rejoice over the people of Judah on the day of their perishing, And you should not speak so arrogantly on the day of their distress.



^ par. 4 (Deut. 2:1-4) “Then we turned and departed for the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea, just as Jehovah had told me, and we traveled for many days around Mount Seʹir. 2 Finally Jehovah said to me, 3 ‘You have gone around this mountain long enough. Now turn north. 4 And give this command to the people: “You will pass by the border of your brothers, the descendants of Eʹsau, who are dwelling in Seʹir, and they will be afraid of you, and you must be very careful.



^ par. 4 (Ezek. 25:12-14) “This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘Eʹdom has acted vengefully against the house of Judah and has incurred great guilt in taking revenge on them; 13 therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I will also stretch out my hand against Eʹdom and cut off from it both man and livestock, and I will make it desolate. From Teʹman clear to Deʹdan, they will fall by the sword. 14 ‘I will take vengeance on Eʹdom by the hand of my people Israel. They will bring my anger and my wrath on Eʹdom, so that they experience my own vengeance,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.”’



^ par. 5 (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah* freely forgave you, you must also do the same.

See App. A5.


^ par. 5 (Josh. 22:9-30) After that the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh departed from the other Israelites, from Shiʹloh in the land of Caʹnaan, and they returned to the land of Gilʹe·ad, the land of their possession where they had settled at the order of Jehovah through Moses. 10 When they came to the regions of the Jordan in the land of Caʹnaan, the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh built an altar there by the Jordan, a large, impressive altar. 11 Later the other Israelites heard about it and said: “Look! The Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh have built an altar on the frontier of the land of Caʹnaan in the regions of the Jordan on the side belonging to the Israelites.” 12 When the Israelites heard about it, the whole assembly of the Israelites congregated at Shiʹloh to go to war against them. 13 Then the Israelites sent Phinʹe·has the son of El·e·aʹzar the priest to the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh in the land of Gilʹe·ad, 14 and ten chieftains were with him, one chieftain of each paternal house of all the tribes of Israel, each a head of his paternal house among the thousands* of Israel. 15 When they came to the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh in the land of Gilʹe·ad, they said to them: 16 “This is what all the assembly of Jehovah says: ‘What is this act of unfaithfulness that you have committed against the God of Israel? You have turned back today from following Jehovah by building yourselves an altar and rebelling against Jehovah. 17 Was the error of Peʹor not enough for us? We have not cleansed ourselves from it down to this day, even though a plague came upon the assembly of Jehovah. 18 And you would turn back today from following Jehovah! If you rebel today against Jehovah, then tomorrow he will be indignant against the entire assembly of Israel. 19 Now if it is because the land of your possession is unclean, cross over to the land of Jehovah’s possession where the tabernacle of Jehovah resides and settle among us, but do not rebel against Jehovah, and do not make us rebels by building yourselves an altar in addition to the altar of Jehovah our God. 20 When Aʹchan the son of Zeʹrah committed an act of unfaithfulness regarding what was devoted to destruction, did not indignation come against all the assembly of Israel? And he was not the only man to die for his error.’” 21 At this the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh said in answer to the heads of the thousands* of Israel: 22 “The God of gods, Jehovah!* The God of gods, Jehovah! He knows, and Israel will also know. If we were rebellious and unfaithful to Jehovah, do not spare us this day. 23 If we built ourselves an altar to turn back from following Jehovah and to offer burnt offerings, grain offerings, and communion sacrifices on it, Jehovah will exact the penalty. 24 No, it was because of another concern that we did this, for we said, ‘In the future, your sons will say to our sons: “What do you have to do with Jehovah the God of Israel? 25 Jehovah has put the Jordan as a boundary between us and you, the Reuʹben·ites and the Gadʹites. You have no share in Jehovah.” And your sons will hinder our sons from worshipping* Jehovah.’ 26 “So we said, ‘Let us by all means take action by building an altar, not for burnt offerings or sacrifices, 27 but to be a witness between you and us and our descendants* after us that we will carry out our service to Jehovah before him with our burnt offerings and our sacrifices and our communion sacrifices, so that your sons may not say to our sons in the future: “You have no share in Jehovah.”’ 28 So we said, ‘If they should say that to us and to our descendants* in the future, we will then say: “See the replica of Jehovah’s altar that our forefathers made, not for burnt offerings or sacrifices, but to be a witness between you and us.”’ 29 It is unthinkable for us to rebel against Jehovah and to turn back today from following Jehovah by building an altar for burnt offerings, grain offerings, and sacrifices, other than the altar of Jehovah our God that is before his tabernacle!” 30 When Phinʹe·has the priest, the chieftains of the assembly, and the heads of the thousands* of Israel who were with him heard the words that the descendants of Reuʹben, Gad, and Ma·nasʹseh spoke, they were satisfied.

Or “clans.”
Or “clans.”
Or “The Divine One, God, Jehovah.”
Lit., “fearing.”
Lit., “generations.”
Lit., “generations.”
Or “clans.”


^ par. 5 (Matt. 5:23, 24) “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift.



^ par. 5 (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.









^ ***ld pp. 12-13 Part 5***

Part 5

Most in Noah’s time did what was bad. Genesis 6:5

Noah listened to God and built an ark. Genesis 6:13, 14, 18, 19, 22



^ (Gen. 6:5) Consequently, Jehovah saw that man’s wickedness was great on the earth and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only bad all the time.



^ (Gen. 6:13, 14) After that God said to Noah: “I have decided to put an end to all flesh, because the earth is full of violence on account of them, so I am bringing them to ruin together with the earth. 14 Make for yourself an ark* from resinous wood. You will make compartments in the ark and cover it with tar* inside and outside.

Lit., “a chest”; a large vessel.
Or “pitch.”


^ (Gen. 6:18, 19) And I am establishing my covenant with you, and you must go into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 19 And bring into the ark two of every sort of living creature in order to preserve them alive with you, a male and a female;



^ (Gen. 6:22) And Noah did according to all that God had commanded him. He did just so.









^ ***sjj song 98 The Scriptures—Inspired of God***


SONG 98

The Scriptures​—Inspired of God


(2 Timothy 3:16, 17)


	1. God’s Word shines like a brilliant light,

Guides our feet through earth’s dark night.

If we follow it faithfully,

Surely its truth will set us free.



	2. He provides us with words inspired,

Helps us learn what is required.

Holy writings can motivate,

Show how to teach and set things straight.



	3. By these words from our God above,

We have come to know his love.

As we read in it ev’ry day,

God’s Word will keep us on the way.







(See also Ps. 119:105; Prov. 4:13.)





^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.

Or “correcting.”


^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^ (Prov. 4:13) Hold on to discipline; do not let it go. Safeguard it, for it means your life.









^ ***kr pp. 226-227 God’s Kingdom Removes Its Enemies***


Events Leading Up to Armageddon

8, 9. To what phenomena may Jesus have referred, and how will people react to what they observe?

8 Jesus’ prophecy about the last days indicates that several significant developments will take place during the time leading up to Armageddon. The first two events that we will consider are both mentioned in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.​—Read Matthew 24:29-31; Mark 13:23-27; Luke 21:25-28.

9 Celestial phenomena. Jesus foretells: “The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven.” Certainly the religious leaders will not be looked to for light​—they will no longer be identified as such. Was Jesus also referring to a supernatural manifestation in the heavens? Perhaps he was. (Isa. 13:9-11; Joel 2:1, 30, 31) How will people react to what they observe? They will be in “anguish” because of “not knowing the way out.” (Luke 21:25; Zeph. 1:17) Yes, enemies of God’s Kingdom​—from ‘kings to slaves’—​will grow “faint out of fear and expectation of the things coming” and will run for cover. Yet, they will find no hiding place secure enough for them to escape the wrath of our King.​—Luke 21:26; 23:30; Rev. 6:15-17.

10. What judgment will be pronounced by Jesus, and how will supporters and opposers of God’s Kingdom react to it?

10 Pronouncement of judgment. All enemies of God’s Kingdom will then be forced to witness an event that will intensify their agony. Jesus states: “They will see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.” (Mark 13:26) This supernatural display of power will signal that Jesus has come to pronounce judgment. In another part of this same prophecy about the last days, Jesus gives more details about the judgment that will be pronounced at this time. We find that information in the parable of the sheep and the goats. (Read Matthew 25:31-33, 46.) Loyal supporters of God’s Kingdom will be judged as “sheep” and will “lift up [their] heads,” realizing that their “deliverance is getting near.” (Luke 21:28) However, Kingdom opposers will be judged as “goats” and will “beat themselves in grief,” realizing that “everlasting cutting-off” awaits them.​—Matt. 24:30; Rev. 1:7.

11. What should we keep in mind as we consider coming events?

11 After Jesus pronounces his judgment on “all the nations,” several significant events are still to occur before the war of Armageddon begins. (Matt. 25:32) We will consider two of those events: the attack of Gog and the gathering of anointed ones. As we examine those two events, we need to keep in mind that God’s Word does not reveal the exact timing of these events. In fact, it seems likely that one will overlap the other to some extent.

12. What will be Satan’s all-out battle against the Kingdom?

12 An all-out attack. Gog of Magog will attack the remaining anointed ones and their other sheep companions. (Read Ezekiel 38:2, 11.) This attack against established Kingdom rule will be Satan’s last battle in a war that he has been waging against the anointed remnant since his expulsion from heaven. (Rev. 12:7-9, 17) Especially since the anointed ones began to be gathered into the restored Christian congregation, Satan has tried to destroy their spiritual prosperity​—but to no avail. (Matt. 13:30) However, at the time when all false religious organizations are gone and God’s people are seemingly living “unprotected by walls, bars, or gates,” Satan will see a golden opportunity. He will incite his wicked enforcers to move in for an all-out attack on those who are Kingdom supporters.

13. How will Jehovah intervene in behalf of his people?

13 Ezekiel describes what will happen. Regarding Gog, the prophecy states: “You will come from your place, from the remotest parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly, a vast army. Like clouds covering the land, you will come against my people.” (Ezek. 38:15, 16) What will be Jehovah’s response to this seemingly unstoppable invasion? “My great rage will flare up,” declares Jehovah. “I will call for a sword.” (Ezek. 38:18, 21; read Zechariah 2:8.) Jehovah will intervene in behalf of his servants on earth. That intervention is the war of Armageddon.

14, 15. What other event will occur at some point after the beginning of Satan’s all-out attack?

14 Before we move forward in time to consider how Jehovah will defend his people during the war of Armageddon, let us pause for a moment and examine another significant event. This one will occur at some point between the beginning of Satan’s all-out attack and the beginning of Jehovah’s intervention at Armageddon. As noted in paragraph 11, this second event is the gathering of the remaining ones of the anointed remnant.





^ par. 8 (Matt. 24:29-31) “Immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of man will appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will beat themselves in grief, and they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a great trumpet sound, and they will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds, from one extremity of the heavens to their other extremity.



^ par. 8 (Mark 13:23-27) You, then, watch out. I have told you all things beforehand. 24 “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25 and the stars will be falling out of heaven, and the powers that are in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And then they will see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 27 And then he will send out the angels and will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds, from earth’s extremity to heaven’s extremity.



^ par. 8 (Luke 21:25-28) “Also, there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth anguish of nations not knowing the way out because of the roaring of the sea and its agitation. 26 People will become faint out of fear and expectation of the things coming upon the inhabited earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 But as these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”



^ par. 9 (Isa. 13:9-11) Look! The day of Jehovah is coming, Cruel both with fury and with burning anger, To make the land an object of horror, And to annihilate the land’s sinners from it. 10 For the stars of the heavens and their constellations* Will not give off their light; The sun will be dark when it rises, And the moon will not shed its light. 11 I will call the inhabited earth to account for its badness, And the wicked for their error. I will put an end to the pride of the presumptuous, And I will humble the haughtiness of tyrants.

Lit., “and their Kesils,” perhaps referring to Orion and surrounding constellations.


^ par. 9 (Joel 2:1) “Blow a horn in Zion! Shout a war cry in my holy mountain. Let all the inhabitants of the land* tremble, For the day of Jehovah is coming! It is near!

Or “earth.”


^ par. 9 (Joel 2:30, 31) And I will give wonders* in the heavens and on the earth, Blood and fire and columns of smoke. 31 The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood Before the coming of the great and awe-inspiring day of Jehovah.

Or “portents.”


^ par. 9 (Luke 21:25) “Also, there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth anguish of nations not knowing the way out because of the roaring of the sea and its agitation.



^ par. 9 (Zeph. 1:17) I will cause distress to mankind, And they will walk like blind men, Because it is against Jehovah they have sinned. Their blood will be poured out like dust, And their flesh* like the dung.

Lit., “intestines.”


^ par. 9 (Luke 21:26) People will become faint out of fear and expectation of the things coming upon the inhabited earth, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.



^ par. 9 (Luke 23:30) Then they will start saying to the mountains, ‘Fall over us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us over!’



^ par. 9 (Rev. 6:15-17) Then the kings of the earth, the high officials, the military commanders, the rich, the strong, every slave, and every free person hid in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 And they keep saying to the mountains and to the rocks: “Fall over us and hide us from the face of the One seated on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 because the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?”



^ par. 10 (Mark 13:26) And then they will see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory.



^ par. 10 (Matt. 25:31-33) “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit down on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will put the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left.



^ par. 10 (Matt. 25:46) These will depart into everlasting cutting-off,* but the righteous ones into everlasting life.”

That is, from life. Lit., “lopping off; pruning.”


^ par. 10 (Luke 21:28) But as these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”



^ par. 10 (Matt. 24:30) Then the sign of the Son of man will appear in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will beat themselves in grief, and they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.



^ par. 10 (Rev. 1:7) Look! He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, and those who pierced him; and all the tribes of the earth will beat themselves in grief because of him. Yes, Amen.



^ par. 11 (Matt. 25:32) All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.



^ par. 12 (Ezek. 38:2) “Son of man, set your face against Gog of the land of Maʹgog, the head chieftain* of Meʹshech and Tuʹbal, and prophesy against him.

Or “chief prince.”


^ par. 12 (Ezek. 38:11) You will say: “I will invade the land of unprotected settlements.* I will come against those living in security, without disturbance, all of them living in settlements unprotected by walls, bars, or gates.”

Or “of open, rural country.”


^ par. 12 (Rev. 12:7-9) And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled 8 but they did not prevail,* nor was a place found for them any longer in heaven. 9 So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.

Meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Or possibly, “but it [that is, the dragon] was defeated.”


^ par. 12 (Rev. 12:17) So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went off to wage war with the remaining ones of her offspring,* who observe the commandments of God and have the work of bearing witness concerning Jesus.

Lit., “seed.”


^ par. 12 (Matt. 13:30) Let both grow together until the harvest, and in the harvest season, I will tell the reapers: First collect the weeds and bind them in bundles to burn them up; then gather the wheat into my storehouse.’”



^ par. 13 (Ezek. 38:15, 16) You will come from your place, from the remotest parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly, a vast army. 16 Like clouds covering the land, you will come against my people Israel. In the final part of the days I will bring you against my land so that the nations may know me when I sanctify myself through you before their eyes, O Gog.”’



^ par. 13 (Ezek. 38:18) “‘On that day, the day when Gog invades the land of Israel,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘my great rage will flare up.



^ par. 13 (Ezek. 38:21) “‘I will call for a sword against him on all my mountains,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. ‘Every man’s sword will be against his own brother.



^ par. 13 (Zech. 2:8) For this is what Jehovah of armies says, who after being glorified* has sent me to the nations that were plundering you: ‘Whoever touches you touches the pupil of my eye.*

Lit., “after glory.”
Or “touches my eyeball.”








^ ***sjj song 150 Seek God for Your Deliverance***


SONG 150

Seek God for Your Deliverance


(Zephaniah 2:3)


	1. Nations align as one,

Opposing Jehovah’s Son.

Their time of human rulership

By God’s decree now is done.

Rulers have had their day;

God’s Kingdom is here to stay.

Soon Christ will crush earthly enemies.

No more will there be delay.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.





	2. People on earth now choose,

Responding to this good news.

We offer to all men the choice

To hear or proudly refuse.

Trials, although severe,

Need not fill our hearts with fear.

Jehovah cares for his loyal ones;

Our cries for help he will hear.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.









(See also 1 Sam. 2:9; Ps. 2:2, 3, 9; Prov. 2:8; Matt. 6:33.)





^ (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”


^ (1 Sam. 2:9) He guards the steps of his loyal ones, But the wicked will be silenced in darkness, For not by power does a man prevail.



^ (Ps. 2:2, 3) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Prov. 2:8) He watches over the paths of justice, And he will guard the way of his loyal ones.



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.















^ (Obad. 1-21) The vision of O·ba·diʹah:* This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says regarding Eʹdom: “We have heard a report from Jehovah, An envoy has been sent among the nations: ‘Rise up, let us prepare for battle against her.’”  2 “Look! I have made you insignificant among the nations; You are utterly despised.  3 The presumptuousness of your heart has deceived you, You who reside in the retreats of the crag, Dwelling in the height, saying in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the earth?’  4 Even if you make your dwelling high* like the eagle, Or if you place your nest among the stars, I would bring you down from there,” declares Jehovah.  5 “If thieves would come to you, robbers by night, (How utterly you will be destroyed!)* Would they not steal only what they wanted? Or if it were grape gatherers who would come to you, Would they not leave some gleanings behind?  6 O how Eʹsau has been searched out! How his hidden treasures have been sought after!  7 They have driven you to the border. All your allies* have deceived you. The men at peace with you have prevailed against you. Those eating bread with you will place a net under you, But you will not discern it.  8 In that day,” declares Jehovah, “Will I not destroy the wise ones out of Eʹdom And discernment out of the mountainous region of Eʹsau?  9 And your warriors will become terrified, O Teʹman, Because each one in the mountainous region of Eʹsau will be destroyed in the slaughter. 10 Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, Shame will cover you, And you will perish forever. 11 On the day when you stood off to the side, On the day when strangers took his army into captivity, When foreigners entered his gate and cast lots over Jerusalem, You acted like one of them. 12 You should not gloat over your brother’s day on the day of his misfortune, You should not rejoice over the people of Judah on the day of their perishing, And you should not speak so arrogantly on the day of their distress. 13 You should not come into the gate of my people in the day of their disaster, You should not gloat over his calamity in the day of his disaster, And you should not lay your hands on his wealth in the day of his disaster. 14 You should not stand at the crossroads to slaughter his escapees, And you should not hand over his survivors in the day of distress. 15 For the day of Jehovah against all the nations is near. As you have done, so it will be done to you. The way you treated others will come back on your own head. 16 For in the way that you have drunk on my holy mountain, All the nations will keep drinking constantly. They will drink and gulp down, And they will be as though they had never existed. 17 But on Mount Zion will be those who escape, And it will be holy; And the house of Jacob will take possession of the things belonging to them. 18 The house of Jacob will become a fire, The house of Joseph a flame, And the house of Eʹsau like stubble; They will set them ablaze and consume them, And there will be no survivor of the house of Eʹsau, For Jehovah himself has spoken. 19 They will take possession of the Negʹeb and the mountainous region of Eʹsau, Of the She·pheʹlah and the land of the Phi·lisʹtines. They will take possession of the field of Eʹphra·im and the field of Sa·marʹi·a, And Benjamin will take possession of Gilʹe·ad. 20 To the exiles of this rampart,* To the people of Israel will belong the land of the Caʹnaan·ites as far as Zarʹe·phath. And the exiles of Jerusalem, who were in Se·pharʹad, will possess the cities of the Negʹeb. 21 And saviors will go up on Mount Zion To judge the mountainous region of Eʹsau, And the kingship will become Jehovah’s.”

Meaning “Servant of Jehovah.”
Or possibly, “you fly high.”
Or possibly, “How much would they destroy?”
Or “those in covenant with you.”
Or “fortification.”


^ (Jonah 1:1-4:11) The word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah* the son of A·mitʹtai, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim judgment against her, for their wickedness has come to my attention.” 3 But Joʹnah got up to run away from Jehovah to Tarʹshish; he went down to Jopʹpa and found a ship going to Tarʹshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarʹshish, away from Jehovah. 4 Then Jehovah hurled a strong wind at the sea, and there was such a violent storm on the sea that the ship was about to be wrecked. 5 The mariners were so frightened that each of them began to call on his god for help. And they began throwing the articles of the ship into the sea, to make it lighter. But Joʹnah had gone down into the inner part of the ship,* where he lay down and fell fast asleep. 6 The ship captain approached and said to him: “Why are you sleeping? Get up, call out to your god! Perhaps the true God will show his concern for us, and we will not perish.” 7 Then they said to one another: “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is to blame for this calamity.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell to Joʹnah. 8 They said to him: “Please tell us, who is to blame for this calamity that has come upon us? What is your work, and where do you come from? What is your country, and from what people are you?” 9 He replied: “I am a Hebrew, and I fear* Jehovah the God of the heavens, the One who made the sea and the dry land.” 10 At this the men became even more afraid, and they asked him: “What have you done?” (The men learned that he was running away from Jehovah, because he had told them.) 11 So they said to him: “What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?” For the sea was growing more and more stormy. 12 He replied: “Lift me up and throw me into the sea, and the sea will calm down for you; for I know that it is because of me that this violent storm has come upon you.” 13 However, the men rowed hard* to bring the ship back to dry land, but they could not, because the sea grew more and more stormy around them. 14 Then they called out to Jehovah and said: “Ah, now, O Jehovah, please, may we not perish because of this man!* Do not hold us responsible for innocent blood, since you have done as you pleased, O Jehovah.” 15 Then they lifted Joʹnah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging. 16 Then the men were struck with great fear of Jehovah, and they offered a sacrifice to Jehovah and made vows. 17 Jehovah now sent a huge fish to swallow Joʹnah, so that Joʹnah came to be in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights. 
2 Then Joʹnah prayed to Jehovah his God from the belly of the fish, 2 and he said: “Out of my distress I called out to Jehovah, and he answered me. Out of the depths* of the Grave* I cried for help. You heard my voice.  3 When you threw me to the depths, into the heart of the open sea, Then the currents engulfed me. All your breakers and waves swept over me.  4 And I said, ‘I have been driven away from your sight! How will I gaze again upon your holy temple?’  5 Waters engulfed me and threatened my life;* The watery deep closed in on me. Weeds were wrapped around my head.  6 To the bottoms of the mountains I sank down. The bars of the earth were closing upon me forever. But out of the pit you brought up my life, O Jehovah my God.  7 When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.” 10 In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land. 
3 Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.” 3 So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days. 4 Then Joʹnah entered the city, and walking a day’s journey, he was proclaiming: “In just 40 days more, Ninʹe·veh will be overthrown.” 5 And the men of Ninʹe·veh put faith in God, and they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them. 6 When the message reached the king of Ninʹe·veh, he rose up from his throne and took off his royal garment and covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the ashes. 7 Furthermore, he issued a proclamation throughout Ninʹe·veh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: No man or beast, herd or flock, should eat anything at all. They should not take food, nor should they drink any water. 8 Let them be covered with sackcloth, both man and beast; and let them call out earnestly to God and turn from their evil ways and from the violence they practice. 9 Who knows whether the true God may reconsider* what he intends to do and turn from his burning anger, so that we may not perish?” 10 When the true God saw what they did, how they had turned back from their evil ways, he reconsidered* the calamity that he said he would bring on them, and he did not bring it. 
4 But this was highly displeasing to Joʹnah, and he became hot with anger. 2 So he prayed to Jehovah: “Ah, now, Jehovah, was this not my concern when I was in my own land? That is why I tried to flee to Tarʹshish in the first place; for I knew that you are a compassionate* and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in loyal love, one who feels grieved over calamity. 3 Now, O Jehovah, please take away my life,* for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 Jehovah asked: “Is it right for you to be so angry?” 5 Joʹnah then went out of the city and sat down east of the city. He made a shelter for himself there and sat in its shade to see what would happen to the city. 6 Jehovah God then provided a bottle-gourd plant* to grow up over Joʹnah, to give him shade for his head and to relieve his misery. And Joʹnah was very pleased with the bottle-gourd plant. 7 But the true God sent a worm at the break of dawn on the next day, and it attacked the bottle-gourd plant, and it withered. 8 When the sun began to shine, God also sent a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Joʹnah’s head, and he grew faint. He kept asking to die,* and he kept saying, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 9 God asked Joʹnah: “Is it right for you to be so angry over the bottle-gourd plant?” At that he said: “I have a right to be angry, so angry that I want to die.” 10 But Jehovah said: “You felt sorry for the bottle-gourd plant, which you did not work for, nor did you make it grow; it grew in one night and perished in one night. 11 Should I not also feel sorry for Ninʹe·veh the great city, in which there are more than 120,000 men who do not even know right from wrong,* as well as their many animals?”

Meaning “Dove.”
Or “decked vessel.”
Or “worship.”
Or “tried to work their way through.”
Or “because of the soul of this man!”
Lit., “belly.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “Waters encompassed me to the soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”
Lit., “a city great to God.”
Or “feel regret over.”
Or “felt regret over.”
Or “gracious.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “castor-oil plant.”
Or “that his soul might die.”
Or “know their right hand from their left.”











^ (Mic. 1:1-7:20) The word of Jehovah that came to Miʹcah* of Moʹresh·eth, in the days of Joʹtham, Aʹhaz, and Hez·e·kiʹah, kings of Judah, and that he received in a vision concerning Sa·marʹi·a and Jerusalem:  2 “Hear, all you peoples! Pay attention, O earth and what fills you, And let the Sovereign Lord Jehovah serve as a witness against you —Jehovah from his holy temple.  3 For look! Jehovah is going out from his place; He will come down and tread on earth’s high places.  4 The mountains will melt under him, And the valleys* will split apart Like wax before the fire, Like waters poured down a steep slope.  5 All of this is because of the revolt of Jacob, Because of the sins of the house of Israel. What is the revolt of Jacob? Is it not Sa·marʹi·a? And what are the high places of Judah? Are they not Jerusalem?  6 I will make Sa·marʹi·a a heap of ruins of the field, A place for planting vineyards; I will hurl* her stones down into the valley, And I will lay bare her foundations.  7 All her graven images will be crushed to pieces, And all the gifts for which she hired herself out* will be burned in the fire. I will devastate all her idols. For she collected them from the wages of prostitution, And they will again become the wages of prostitutes.”  8 Because of this I will wail and howl; I will walk barefoot and naked. My wailing will be like that of jackals, And my mourning like that of ostriches.  9 For her wound cannot be healed; It has come as far as Judah. The plague has spread to the gate of my people, to Jerusalem. 10 “Do not announce it in Gath; You must not weep at all. In Beth-aphʹrah* roll in the dust. 11 Cross over in nakedness and shame, O inhabitants* of Shaʹphir. The inhabitants* of Zaʹa·nan have not come out. There will be wailing in Beth-eʹzel, and it will take its support away from you. 12 For the inhabitants* of Maʹroth have waited for good, But what is bad has come down from Jehovah to the gate of Jerusalem. 13 Harness the chariot to the team of horses, O inhabitants* of Laʹchish. You were the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion, For in you were found the revolts of Israel. 14 So you will give parting* gifts to Moʹresh·eth-gath. The houses of Achʹzib were something deceitful to the kings of Israel. 15 The conqueror* I will yet bring in to you, O inhabitants* of Ma·reʹshah. As far as A·dulʹlam the glory of Israel will come. 16 Make yourselves bald and shear off your hair for your cherished children. Make yourselves as bald as an eagle, For they have been taken away from you into exile.” 
2 “Woe to those who scheme what is harmful, Who work out evil on their beds! When morning light comes they carry it out, Because it is in the power of their hand.  2 They desire fields and seize them; Also houses, and they take them; They defraud a man of his house, A man of his inheritance.  3 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: ‘Here I am devising against this family a calamity from which you will not escape.* You will no longer walk haughtily, for it is a time of calamity.  4 In that day people will recite a proverb concerning you, And they will bitterly lament over you. They will say: “We are completely devastated! He caused the portion of my people to change hands—how he removes it from me! To the unfaithful one he assigns our fields.”  5 So you will have no one to stretch the measuring cord, To allot the land in the congregation of Jehovah.  6 “Stop preaching!” they preach, “They should not preach these things; Humiliation will not overtake us!”  7 Is it being said, O house of Jacob: “Has the spirit of Jehovah become impatient? Are these his deeds?” Do not my own words bring good to those walking uprightly?  8 But lately my own people have risen up as an enemy. You openly strip off the majestic ornament with* the garment From those passing by confidently, like those returning from war.  9 You drive the women of my people out from their delightful houses; From their children you take away my splendor forever. 10 Get up and go, for this is no place of rest. Because of uncleanness, there is destruction, grievous destruction. 11 If a man walks after wind and deception and tells this lie: “I will preach to you about wine and alcoholic drink,” Then he would be just the preacher for this people! 12 I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’ 13 The one breaking out will go before them; They will break out and pass through the gate and go out by it. Their king will pass through before them, With Jehovah at their head.” 
3 I said: “Hear, please, you heads of Jacob And you commanders of the house of Israel. Should you not know what is just?  2 But you hate what is good and love what is bad; You tear off the skin from my people and the flesh from their bones.  3 You also eat the flesh of my people And strip off their skin, Smashing their bones, crushing them to pieces, Like what is cooked in a pot,* like meat in a cooking pot.  4 At that time they will call to Jehovah for help, But he will not answer them. He will hide his face from them at that time, Because of their wicked deeds.  5 This is what Jehovah says against the prophets who are leading my people astray, Who proclaim ‘Peace!’ while they bite* with their teeth But who declare* war against him who puts nothing into their mouths:  6 ‘You will have night; there will be no vision; There will only be darkness for you, no divination. The sun will set on the prophets, And the day will turn dark for them.  7 The visionaries will be put to shame, And the diviners will be disappointed. All of them will have to cover over the mustache,* For there is no answer from God.’”  8 As for me, I am filled with power by the spirit of Jehovah, And with justice and might, To tell to Jacob his revolt and to Israel his sin.  9 Hear this, please, you heads of the house of Jacob And you commanders of the house of Israel, Who detest justice and who make crooked all that is straight, 10 Who build Zion with bloodshed and Jerusalem with unrighteousness. 11 Her leaders* judge for a bribe, Her priests instruct for a price, And her prophets practice divination for money.* And yet they lean on Jehovah,* saying: “Is not Jehovah with us? No calamity will come upon us.” 12 So because of you, Zion will be plowed up as a field, Jerusalem will become heaps of ruins, And the mountain of the House* will become like high places in a forest.* 
4 In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it peoples will stream.  2 And many nations will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah And to the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.  3 He will render judgment among many peoples And set matters straight* respecting mighty nations far away. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.  4 They will sit,* each one under his vine and under his fig tree, And no one will make them afraid, For the mouth of Jehovah of armies has spoken.  5 For all the peoples will walk, each in the name of its god, But we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God forever and ever.  6 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will gather the one* who was limping, And collect together the dispersed one, Along with those I treated harshly.  7 I will make the one* who was limping a remnant, And the one far removed a mighty nation; And Jehovah will rule as king over them in Mount Zion, From now on and forever.  8 As for you, O tower of the flock, The mound of the daughter of Zion, To you it will come, yes, the first* dominion will come, The kingdom belonging to the daughter of Jerusalem.  9 Now why are you shouting loudly? Have you no king, Or has your adviser perished, So that pain has seized you like a woman giving birth? 10 Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, Like a woman giving birth, For now you will go from the city and reside in the field. You will go as far as to Babylon, And there you will be rescued; There Jehovah will buy you back from the hand of your enemies. 11 Now many nations will be gathered against you; They will say, ‘Let her be defiled, And let our eyes see this happen to Zion.’ 12 But they do not know the thoughts of Jehovah, They do not understand his purpose;* For he will gather them like a row of newly cut grain to the threshing floor. 13 Get up and thresh, O daughter of Zion; For I will change your horns into iron, And I will change your hooves into copper, And you will pulverize many peoples. You will devote their dishonest profit to Jehovah, And their resources to the true Lord of the whole earth.” 
5 “Now you are slashing yourself, O daughter under attack; A siege is laid against us. With a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek.  2 And you, O Bethʹle·hem Ephʹra·thah, The one too little to be among the thousands* of Judah, From you will come out for me the one to be ruler in Israel, Whose origin is from ancient times, from the days of long ago.  3 So he will give them up Until the time that she who is to give birth has given birth. And the rest of his brothers will return to the people of Israel.  4 He will stand up and shepherd in the strength of Jehovah, In the superiority of the name of Jehovah his God. And they will dwell in security, For now his greatness will reach the ends of the earth.  5 And he will bring peace. Should the As·syrʹi·an invade our land and tread on our fortified towers, We will raise up against him seven shepherds, yes, eight princes* of mankind.  6 They will shepherd the land of As·syrʹi·a with the sword, And the land of Nimʹrod at its entrances. And he will rescue us from the As·syrʹi·an, When he invades our land and treads on our territory.  7 The remaining ones of Jacob will be in the midst of many peoples Like dew from Jehovah, Like showers of rain on vegetation That do not put hope in man Or wait for the sons of men.  8 The remaining ones of Jacob will be among the nations, In the midst of many peoples, Like a lion among the beasts of a forest, Like a young lion* among flocks of sheep, That passes through and pounces and tears in pieces; And there is no one to rescue them.  9 Your hand will be raised over your adversaries, And all your enemies will be destroyed.” 10 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will do away with your horses from your midst and destroy your chariots. 11 I will destroy the cities of your land And tear down all your fortified places. 12 I will put an end to the sorcery you practice,* And no one practicing magic will remain among you. 13 I will destroy your graven images and your pillars from your midst, And you will no longer bow down to the work of your hands. 14 I will uproot your sacred poles* from your midst And annihilate your cities. 15 In anger and wrath I will execute vengeance On the nations that have not obeyed.” 
6 Hear, please, what Jehovah is saying. Get up, present a legal case before the mountains, And may the hills hear your voice.  2 Hear, O mountains, the legal case of Jehovah, You firm foundations of the earth, For Jehovah has a legal case with his people; It is against Israel that he will argue:  3 “My people, what have I done to you? How have I tired you out? Testify against me.  4 For I brought you up out of the land of Egypt, From the house of slavery I redeemed you; I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Mirʹi·am.  5 My people, remember, please, what King Baʹlak of Moʹab proposed, And what Baʹlaam the son of Beʹor answered him —What took place from Shitʹtim to Gilʹgal— So that you may know the righteous acts of Jehovah.”  6 With what will I come before Jehovah? With what will I bow before God on high? Will I come before him with whole burnt offerings, With year-old calves?  7 Will Jehovah be pleased with thousands of rams, With tens of thousands of torrents of oil? Will I give my firstborn son for my revolt, The fruit of my body for my sin?*  8 He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!  9 The voice of Jehovah calls out to the city; Those with practical wisdom will fear your name. Pay attention to the rod and to the one who appointed it. 10 Are there still the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked And the incomplete eʹphah measure* that is detestable? 11 Can I be morally clean* with wicked scales, With a bag of fraudulent stone weights? 12 For her rich men are full of violence, And her inhabitants speak lies; Their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 13 “Therefore, I will wound you by striking you, Making you desolate because of your sins. 14 You will eat but not be satisfied; You will be empty inside. What you remove, you will not carry off safely, And what you do carry off, I will give to the sword. 15 You will sow seed, but you will not reap. You will tread olives, but you will not use the oil; And you will make new wine, but you will drink no wine. 16 For you observe the statutes of Omʹri and all the work of the house of Aʹhab, And you walk in accord with their advice. That is why I will make you an object of horror And her inhabitants something to be whistled at; And you will bear the scorn of the peoples.” 
7 Woe to me! I am like one who, After the gathering of summer fruit And the gleaning following a grape harvest, Finds no cluster of grapes to eat, No early fig that I crave.*  2 The loyal one has perished* from the earth; Among men there is no one upright. All of them lie in ambush for bloodshed. Each hunts his own brother with a dragnet.  3 Their hands are expert at doing what is bad; The prince is making demands, The judge asks for a reward, The prominent one makes known his desires,* And they work it out together.*  4 Their best one is like thorns, Their most upright one is worse than a thorn hedge. The day of your watchmen and of your reckoning will come. Now they will panic.  5 Do not put faith in your companion Or trust a close friend. Guard what you say to the one who lies in your embrace.  6 For a son despises his father, A daughter rises up against her mother, And a daughter-in-law is against her mother-in-law; A man’s enemies are the men of his household.  7 But as for me, I will keep on the lookout for Jehovah. I will show a waiting attitude* for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.  8 Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy.* Although I have fallen, I will rise up; Although I dwell in the darkness, Jehovah will be my light.  9 The wrath of Jehovah I will bear —For I have sinned against him— Until he pleads my legal case and brings about justice for me. He will bring me out to the light; I will look upon his righteousness. 10 My enemy will also see, And shame will cover her who said to me: “Where is Jehovah your God?” My eyes will look upon her. Now she will be trampled like mud in the streets. 11 It will be a day for building your stone walls; On that day the boundary will be extended.* 12 On that day they will come to you All the way from As·syrʹi·a and the cities of Egypt, From Egypt all the way to the River;* From sea to sea and from mountain to mountain. 13 And the land will become desolate because of its inhabitants, As a result of what they have done.* 14 Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock of your inheritance, The one who was living alone in a forest—in the midst of an orchard. Let them feed on Baʹshan and Gilʹe·ad as in the days of old. 15 “As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show him wonderful things. 16 Nations will see and be ashamed despite all their might. They will put their hand over their mouth; Their ears will become deaf. 17 They will lick the dust like serpents; Like the reptiles of the earth they will come trembling out of their strongholds. To Jehovah our God they will come in dread, And they will be in fear of you.” 18 Who is a God like you, Pardoning error and passing over the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? He will not hold onto his anger forever, For he delights in loyal love. 19 He will again show us mercy; he will conquer* our errors. You will throw all their sins into the depths of the sea. 20 You will show faithfulness to Jacob, Loyal love to Abraham, As you swore to our forefathers from the days of old.

A shortened form of Michael or Micaiah, meaning “Who Is Like Jehovah?”
Or “low plains.”
Lit., “pour.”
Or “all the wages of her prostitution.”
Or “In the house of Aphrah.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Or “farewell.”
Or “dispossessor.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “you will not remove your necks.”
Or possibly, “from.”
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pot.”
Or possibly, “when they have something to chew.”
Lit., “sanctify.”
Or “cover their mouths.”
Lit., “heads.”
Or “silver.”
Or “they claim to lean on Jehovah.”
Or “the temple mount.”
Or “like a wooded ridge.”
Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “correct matters.”
Or “dwell.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “her.”
Or “former.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “clans.”
Or “leaders.”
Or “a maned young lion.”
Lit., “from your hand.”
See Glossary.
Or “for the sin of my soul?”
Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”
See App. B14.
Or “be innocent.”
Or “my soul craves.”
Or “vanished.”
Or “the craving of his soul.”
Lit., “they weave it together.”
Or “I will wait patiently.”
In Hebrew, the word for “enemy” is in the feminine gender.
Or possibly, “the decree will be far away.”
That is, the Euphrates.
Lit., “Because of the fruitage of their deeds.”
Or “tread down; subdue.”





^ ***sjj song 31 Oh, Walk With God!***


SONG 31

Oh, Walk With God!


(Micah 6:8)


	1. Oh, walk with God in modesty;

Show loyal love, and be true.

Stay close to Jehovah, leaning on him,

And let his strength sustain you.

Keep holding tight to his faithful Word;

You’ll never drift away.

So let God lead you by the hand

As you listen and obey.



	2. Oh, walk with God in holiness;

Consider things that are pure.

No matter how great temptations may be,

He’ll help you to endure them.

Whatever praiseworthy things there are,

Whatever things are true,

Continue to consider them,

And our God will be with you.



	3. Oh, walk with God in happiness;

Rejoice that he is your Friend.

Be thankful for all the gifts that he gives

And blessings that are endless.

Oh, walk with God, let your heart be glad;

Express your joy in song.

Your joy will show, and all will know,

To Jehovah you belong.







(See also Gen. 5:24; 6:9; Phil. 4:8; 1 Tim. 6:6-8.)





^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Gen. 5:24) Eʹnoch kept walking with the true God. Then he was no more, for God took him.



^ (Gen. 6:9) This is the history of Noah. Noah was a righteous man. He proved himself faultless* among his contemporaries.* Noah walked with the true God.

Or “blameless.”
Lit., “his generations.”


^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste,* whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering* these things.

Or “pure.”
Or “thinking about; meditating on.”


^ (1 Tim. 6:6-8) To be sure, there is great gain in godly devotion along with contentment.* 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, and neither can we carry anything out. 8 So, having food* and clothing,* we will be content with these things.

Lit., “along with self-sufficiency.”
Or “sustenance.”
Or “shelter.” Lit., “covering.”








^ ***w08 5/15 pp. 6-7 How Should We Treat Others?***

20. Why should we act to settle matters quickly if we are angry with a brother?

20 From God’s standpoint, our relationship with our brothers is an important part of true worship. Animal sacrifices were meaningless to Jehovah if those offering them did not treat their fellow man properly. (Mic. 6:6-8) Hence, Jesus urged his disciples to “be about settling matters quickly.” (Matt. 5:25) Along similar lines, Paul wrote: “Be wrathful, and yet do not sin; let the sun not set with you in a provoked state, neither allow place for the Devil.” (Eph. 4:26, 27) If we do become justifiably angry, we should act to settle matters quickly so that we do not remain in a provoked state and thus allow the Devil to take advantage of us.​—Luke 17:3, 4.



^ par. 20 (Mic. 6:6-8) With what will I come before Jehovah? With what will I bow before God on high? Will I come before him with whole burnt offerings, With year-old calves?  7 Will Jehovah be pleased with thousands of rams, With tens of thousands of torrents of oil? Will I give my firstborn son for my revolt, The fruit of my body for my sin?*  8 He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “for the sin of my soul?”
Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ par. 20 (Matt. 5:25) “Be quick to settle matters with your legal opponent, while you are with him on the way there, so that somehow the opponent may not turn you over to the judge, and the judge to the court attendant, and you get thrown into prison.



^ par. 20 (Eph. 4:26, 27) Be wrathful, but do not sin; do not let the sun set while you are still angry; 27 do not give the Devil an opportunity.*

Or “neither allow place for the Devil.”


^ par. 20 (Luke 17:3, 4) Pay attention to yourselves. If your brother commits a sin, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 Even if he sins seven times a day against you and he comes back to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”









^ ***w12 11/1 p. 22 pars. 4-7 “What Is Jehovah Asking Back From You?”***


“Exercise justice.” The Hebrew word for “justice,” according to one reference work, “involves right and fair relationships in the community.” God asks us to treat others according to what is right and fair by his standards. We exercise justice by being impartial, upright, and honest in our dealings with others. (Leviticus 19:15; Isaiah 1:17; Hebrews 13:18) When we act justly toward others, they may be moved to act justly toward us in return.​—Matthew 7:12.

“To love kindness.” God asks us not merely to show kindness but to love it. The Hebrew word rendered “kindness” (cheʹsedh) may also be rendered “loving-kindness” or “loyal love.” Says one Bible scholar: “Love, mercy, and kindness are inadequate translations of [cheʹsedh]; it is no one of these virtues, but all of them together.” If we love kindness, we show it willingly; we find pleasure in helping those in need. As a result, we experience the happiness that comes from giving.​—Acts 20:35.

“To be modest in walking with your God.” In the Bible, the phrase “to walk” means “to follow a certain course of action.” We walk with God by following the life course he has outlined in the Bible. We need “to be modest” in pursuing such a course. How so? When we are modest before God, we realistically evaluate our position before him and recognize our limitations. Therefore, “to walk modestly with” means to have a realistic view of what he requires and of what we can give.

Thankfully, Jehovah never requires more than we can give. He is pleased with our best efforts to serve him. (Colossians 3:23) He understands our limitations. (Psalm 103:14) When we, with due modesty, learn to accept them as well, we can find joy in walking with him. Why not learn how you can begin walking with God? Such a course brings rich blessings from him.​—Proverbs 10:22.





^ par. 4 (Lev. 19:15) “‘You must not be unjust in your judgment. You must not show partiality to the poor or show preference to the rich. With justice you should judge your fellow man.



^ par. 4 (Isa. 1:17) Learn to do good, seek justice, Correct the oppressor, Defend the rights of the fatherless child,* And plead the cause of the widow.”

Or “the orphan.”


^ par. 4 (Heb. 13:18) Keep praying for us, for we trust we have an honest* conscience, as we wish to conduct ourselves honestly in all things.

Lit., “good.”


^ par. 4 (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^ par. 5 (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ par. 7 (Col. 3:23) Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled* as for Jehovah,* and not for men,

See Glossary, “Soul.”
See App. A5.


^ par. 7 (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^ par. 7 (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”








^ ***w07 11/1 p. 15 par. 6 Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah***

Scriptural Questions Answered:

2:12​—When was the prophecy about ‘collecting the remaining ones of Israel’ fulfilled? Its first fulfillment was in 537 B.C.E. when a Jewish remnant returned to their homeland from Babylonian exile. In modern times, the prophecy finds its fulfillment in “the Israel of God.” (Galatians 6:16) Since 1919, anointed Christians have been collected together “like a flock in the pen.” Being joined by the “great crowd” of “other sheep,” especially since 1935, they have become “noisy with men.” (Revelation 7:9; John 10:16) Together, they zealously promote true worship.



^ par. 6 (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^ par. 6 (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^ par. 6 (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^ par. 6 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.









^ ***w03 8/15 p. 24 What Does Jehovah Expect of Us?***

A Waiting Attitude Brings Blessings

20. Being aware of what should help us to display a waiting attitude like that of Micah?

20 Experiencing Jehovah’s blessing moves us to imitate Micah’s spirit. He declares: “I will show a waiting attitude for the God of my salvation.” (Micah 7:7) How do these words relate to our walking modestly with God? Having a waiting attitude, or patience, helps us to avoid feeling disappointed that Jehovah’s day has not yet come. (Proverbs 13:12) Frankly, we all long for the end of this wicked world. However, every week thousands of people are just beginning to walk with God. Knowing that gives us a reason for showing a waiting attitude. One longtime Witness said in this connection: “Looking back over 55 years in the preaching work, I am convinced that I have not lost anything by waiting on Jehovah. On the contrary, I have been spared many heartaches.” Have you had a similar experience?



^ par. 20 (Mic. 7:7) But as for me, I will keep on the lookout for Jehovah. I will show a waiting attitude* for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.

Or “I will wait patiently.”


^ par. 20 (Prov. 13:12) Expectation* postponed makes the heart sick, But a desire realized is a tree of life.

Or “Hope.”








^ ***bh pp. 123-124 Living in a Way That Pleases God***


DEVELOPING GODLY QUALITIES

20. What godly qualities should you develop, and why are these important?

20 Of course, more is involved in pleasing Jehovah than avoiding things that he hates. You also need to love what he loves. (Romans 12:9) Do you not feel drawn to those who share your views, interests, and values? Jehovah does too. So learn to love the things that Jehovah holds dear. Some of these are described in Psalm 15, where we read about those whom God considers his friends. (Read Psalm 15:1-5.) Jehovah’s friends display what the Bible calls “the fruitage of the spirit.” It includes such qualities as “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, mildness, self-control.”​—Galatians 5:22, 23.

21. What will help you to develop godly qualities?

21 Reading and studying the Bible regularly will help you to develop godly qualities. And learning what God requires will help you to harmonize your thoughts with God’s thinking. (Isaiah 30:20, 21) The more you strengthen your love for Jehovah, the greater will be your desire to live in a way that pleases God.





^ par. 20 (Rom. 12:9) Let your love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is wicked; cling to what is good.



^ par. 20 (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ par. 20 (Ps. 15:1-5) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ par. 20 (Gal. 5:22, 23) On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,* kindness, goodness, faith, 23 mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.

Or “long-suffering.”


^ par. 21 (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.









^ ***sjj song 28 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship***


SONG 28

Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship


(Psalm 15)


	1. Who is your friend, O God?

Who in your tent may dwell?

Who gains your friendship? Who gains your trust?

Who really knows you well?

All who embrace your Word,

All who have faith in you,

All who are loyal, all who are just,

Living the truth for you.



	2. Who is your friend, O God?

Who may approach your throne?

Who brings delight and makes you rejoice?

Whose name to you is known?

All who exalt your name,

All who your Word obey,

All who are faithful, honest in heart,

Truthful in all they say.



	3. Throwing our cares on you,

Baring our hearts in prayer,

Drawing us closer, bonding in love,

Feeling your daily care,

We yearn to be your friend.

Long may our friendship grow.

No greater Friend could we ever gain,

No greater Friend we’ll know.







(See also Ps. 139:1; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.)





^ (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 139:1) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.



^ (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”








^ ***kr pp. 227-230 God’s Kingdom Removes Its Enemies***


15 Gathering of anointed ones. Both Matthew and Mark recorded Jesus’ statement about the “chosen ones”​—spirit-anointed Christians—​as part of a series of events that will occur before the outbreak of Armageddon. (See paragraph 7.) Speaking about himself as King, Jesus prophesies: “Then he will send out the angels and will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds, from earth’s extremity to heaven’s extremity.” (Mark 13:27; Matt. 24:31) To what act of gathering is Jesus here referring? He is not speaking about the final sealing of the remnant of anointed Christians, which will occur just before the great tribulation begins. (Rev. 7:1-3) Instead, Jesus refers to an event that will take place during the coming great tribulation. Thus, apparently at some point after the start of Satan’s all-out attack on God’s people, anointed ones who still remain on earth will be gathered to heaven.

16. What share will the resurrected anointed ones have in the war of Armageddon?

16 How does this gathering of the anointed remnant relate to the event that will occur next, Armageddon? The timing of the gathering indicates that all anointed ones will be in heaven before God’s war of Armageddon begins. In heaven, the 144,000 corulers with Christ will receive authority to share with Jesus in wielding “an iron rod” of destruction against all enemies of God’s Kingdom. (Rev. 2:26, 27) Then, together with powerful angels, the resurrected anointed ones will follow Christ, the Warrior-King, as he sets out to confront the “vast army” of enemies that is closing in on its prey​—Jehovah’s people. (Ezek. 38:15) When that violent confrontation takes place, the war of Armageddon is on!​—Rev. 16:16.

The Grand Finale of the Great Tribulation

17. What will happen to “the goats” during Armageddon?

17 Execution of judgment. The war of Armageddon will be the finale of the great tribulation. At that point, Jesus will take on an added task. Besides being the Judge of “all the nations,” he will also become the Executioner of nations​—that is, of all the people whom he had earlier judged as “goats.” (Matt. 25:32, 33) With “a sharp, long sword,” our King will “strike the nations.” Yes, all goatlike ones​—from “kings” to “slaves”—​“will depart into everlasting cutting-off.”​—Rev. 19:15, 18; Matt. 25:46.

18. (a) How will the tables turn for “the sheep”? (b) How will Jesus complete his victory?

18 How the tables will have turned for those whom Jesus judged as “sheep”! Instead of being nearly trampled underfoot by Satan’s vast army of “goats,” “a great crowd” of seemingly defenseless “sheep” will survive the enemy attack and will “come out of the great tribulation.” (Rev. 7:9, 14) Then, after Jesus has conquered and removed all human enemies of God’s Kingdom, he will hurl Satan and his demons into the abyss. There they will be kept in a deathlike, inactive state for a thousand years.​—Read Revelation 6:2; 20:1-3.

How to Prepare Ourselves

19, 20. How can we apply the lesson contained in the words found at Isaiah 26:20 and 30:21?

19 How can we prepare ourselves for the earthshaking events that are to come? The Watchtower stated some years ago: “Survival will depend on obedience.” Why is that so? The answer is found in a warning from Jehovah to the captive Jews living in ancient Babylon. Jehovah foretold that Babylon would be conquered, but what were God’s people to do to prepare themselves for that event? Jehovah stated: “Go, my people, enter your inner rooms, and shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself for a brief moment until the wrath has passed by.” (Isa. 26:20) Note the verbs in this verse: “go,” “enter,” “shut,” “hide”​—all are in the imperative mood; they are commands. The Jews who heeded those commands would have stayed in their houses, away from the conquering soldiers out in the streets. Hence, their survival depended on obeying Jehovah’s instructions.*

20 What is the lesson for us? As in the case of those ancient servants of God, our survival of coming events will depend on our obedience to Jehovah’s instructions. (Isa. 30:21) Such instructions come to us through the congregation arrangement. Therefore, we want to develop heartfelt obedience to the guidance we are receiving. (1 John 5:3) If we do so today, we will be more inclined to obey willingly in the future and thus receive the protection of our Father, Jehovah, and our King, Jesus. (Zeph. 2:3) That divine protection will allow us to witness firsthand how God’s Kingdom will completely remove its enemies. What an unforgettable event that will be!





^ par. 15 (Mark 13:27) And then he will send out the angels and will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds, from earth’s extremity to heaven’s extremity.



^ par. 15 (Matt. 24:31) And he will send out his angels with a great trumpet sound, and they will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds, from one extremity of the heavens to their other extremity.



^ par. 15 (Rev. 7:1-3) After this I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding tight the four winds of the earth, so that no wind could blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the sunrise,* having a seal of the living God; and he called with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying: “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until after we have sealed the slaves of our God in their foreheads.”

Or “east.”


^ par. 16 (Rev. 2:26, 27) And to the one who conquers and observes my deeds down to the end, I will give authority over the nations, 27 and he will shepherd the people with an iron rod so that they will be broken to pieces like clay vessels, just as I have received from my Father.



^ par. 16 (Ezek. 38:15) You will come from your place, from the remotest parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly, a vast army.



^ par. 16 (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”


^ par. 17 (Matt. 25:32, 33) All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will put the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left.



^ par. 17 (Rev. 19:15) And out of his mouth protrudes a sharp, long sword with which to strike the nations, and he will shepherd them with a rod of iron. Moreover, he treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.



^ par. 17 (Rev. 19:18) so that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of military commanders and the flesh of strong men and the flesh of horses and of those seated on them, and the flesh of all, of freemen as well as of slaves and of small ones and great.”



^ par. 17 (Matt. 25:46) These will depart into everlasting cutting-off,* but the righteous ones into everlasting life.”

That is, from life. Lit., “lopping off; pruning.”


^ par. 18 (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^ par. 18 (Rev. 7:14) So right away I said to him: “My lord, you are the one who knows.” And he said to me: “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.



^ par. 18 (Rev. 6:2) And I saw, and look! a white horse, and the one seated on it had a bow; and a crown was given him, and he went out conquering and to complete his conquest.



^ par. 18 (Rev. 20:1-3) And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven with the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 He seized the dragon, the original serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for 1,000 years. 3 And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^ (Isa. 26:20) Go, my people, enter your inner rooms, And shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself for a brief moment Until the wrath* has passed by.

Or “denunciation.”


^ (Isa. 30:21) And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ par. 19 (Isa. 26:20) Go, my people, enter your inner rooms, And shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself for a brief moment Until the wrath* has passed by.

Or “denunciation.”


^ par. 20 (Isa. 30:21) And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ par. 20 (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^ par. 20 (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”






^ par. 19 For more information, see Isaiah’s Prophecy​—Light for All Mankind I, pages 282-283.









^ ***kr pp. 224-225 God’s Kingdom Removes Its Enemies***

WHAT THE NEAR FUTURE HOLDS


Before the Kingdom comes to put an end to its enemies, several significant events will take place. God’s Word reveals what lies ahead of us

(See paragraph 2)

	BEGINNING OF A PERIOD OF UNKNOWN LENGTH



	Precursor of the Great Tribulation

	Pronouncement of peace and security

(1 Thess. 5:2, 3)

(See paragraphs 3, 4)



	Final sealing of the remnant of anointed Christians

(Rev. 7:1-3)

(See paragraph 15)







	The Great Tribulation Begins

	Attack on religion

(Rev. 17:16)

(See paragraphs 5, 6)



	Attack cut short

(Matt. 24:21, 22)

(See paragraph 7)







	Events Leading Up to Armageddon

	Celestial phenomena

(Matt. 24:29)

(See paragraph 9)



	Judgment of sheep and goats

(Matt. 25:31-33)

(See paragraph 10)



	Attack of Gog of Magog

(Ezek. 38:2, 11, 15)

(See paragraphs 12-14)





	Gathering to heaven of the remaining anointed ones

(Matt. 24:31)

(See paragraph 15)







	Finale of the Great Tribulation

	Jehovah sends his King to defend all loyal ones

(Ezek. 38:18)

(See paragraphs 13, 16-18)



	ARMAGEDDON

(Matt. 25:46; Rev. 16:16)

(See paragraphs 16, 17)















^ (1 Thess. 5:2, 3) For you yourselves know very well that Jehovah’s* day is coming exactly as a thief in the night. 3 Whenever it is that they are saying, “Peace and security!” then sudden destruction is to be instantly on them, just like birth pains on a pregnant woman, and they will by no means escape.

See App. A5.


^ (Rev. 7:1-3) After this I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding tight the four winds of the earth, so that no wind could blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 2 And I saw another angel ascending from the sunrise,* having a seal of the living God; and he called with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying: “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until after we have sealed the slaves of our God in their foreheads.”

Or “east.”


^ (Rev. 17:16) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire.



^ (Matt. 24:21, 22) for then there will be great tribulation such as has not occurred since the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again. 22 In fact, unless those days were cut short, no flesh would be saved; but on account of the chosen ones those days will be cut short.



^ (Matt. 24:29) “Immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.



^ (Matt. 25:31-33) “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit down on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will put the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on his left.



^ (Ezek. 38:2) “Son of man, set your face against Gog of the land of Maʹgog, the head chieftain* of Meʹshech and Tuʹbal, and prophesy against him.

Or “chief prince.”


^ (Ezek. 38:11) You will say: “I will invade the land of unprotected settlements.* I will come against those living in security, without disturbance, all of them living in settlements unprotected by walls, bars, or gates.”

Or “of open, rural country.”


^ (Ezek. 38:15) You will come from your place, from the remotest parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, a great assembly, a vast army.



^ (Matt. 24:31) And he will send out his angels with a great trumpet sound, and they will gather his chosen ones together from the four winds, from one extremity of the heavens to their other extremity.



^ (Ezek. 38:18) “‘On that day, the day when Gog invades the land of Israel,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘my great rage will flare up.



^ (Matt. 25:46) These will depart into everlasting cutting-off,* but the righteous ones into everlasting life.”

That is, from life. Lit., “lopping off; pruning.”


^ (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”








^ ***kr chap. 21 God’s Kingdom Removes Its Enemies***

How Real Is the Kingdom to You?


	            What Kingdom accomplishments considered in this publication have especially strengthened your faith?



	            What are some of the events that lie ahead of us?



	            How will our King protect us before and during Armageddon?



	            How can we prepare ourselves for the events that are to come?














^ ***sjj song 149 A Victory Song***


SONG 149

A Victory Song


(Exodus 15:1)


	1. Sing to Jehovah. His great name is highly exalted.

His proud Egyptian foes, He has cast into the sea.

Praise Jah Almighty;

Besides him there can be no other.

Jehovah is his name;

He has gained the victory.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, Most High over all,

The one who is forevermore the same,

You soon will cause your enemies to fall

And sanctify your holy name.





	2. See now all nations Opposing the Sov’reign, Jehovah.

Though mightier than Pharaoh,

They too will suffer shame.

Judgment awaits them;

They cannot escape Armageddon.

Soon ev’ryone will know

That Jehovah is God’s name.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, Most High over all,

The one who is forevermore the same,

You soon will cause your enemies to fall

And sanctify your holy name.









(See also Ps. 2:2, 9; 92:8; Mal. 3:6; Rev. 16:16.)





^ (Ex. 15:1) At that time Moses and the Israelites sang this song to Jehovah: “Let me sing to Jehovah, for he has become highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.



^ (Ps. 2:2) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Ps. 92:8) But you are exalted forever, O Jehovah.



^ (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^ (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”














^ (Mic. 1:1-7:20) The word of Jehovah that came to Miʹcah* of Moʹresh·eth, in the days of Joʹtham, Aʹhaz, and Hez·e·kiʹah, kings of Judah, and that he received in a vision concerning Sa·marʹi·a and Jerusalem:  2 “Hear, all you peoples! Pay attention, O earth and what fills you, And let the Sovereign Lord Jehovah serve as a witness against you —Jehovah from his holy temple.  3 For look! Jehovah is going out from his place; He will come down and tread on earth’s high places.  4 The mountains will melt under him, And the valleys* will split apart Like wax before the fire, Like waters poured down a steep slope.  5 All of this is because of the revolt of Jacob, Because of the sins of the house of Israel. What is the revolt of Jacob? Is it not Sa·marʹi·a? And what are the high places of Judah? Are they not Jerusalem?  6 I will make Sa·marʹi·a a heap of ruins of the field, A place for planting vineyards; I will hurl* her stones down into the valley, And I will lay bare her foundations.  7 All her graven images will be crushed to pieces, And all the gifts for which she hired herself out* will be burned in the fire. I will devastate all her idols. For she collected them from the wages of prostitution, And they will again become the wages of prostitutes.”  8 Because of this I will wail and howl; I will walk barefoot and naked. My wailing will be like that of jackals, And my mourning like that of ostriches.  9 For her wound cannot be healed; It has come as far as Judah. The plague has spread to the gate of my people, to Jerusalem. 10 “Do not announce it in Gath; You must not weep at all. In Beth-aphʹrah* roll in the dust. 11 Cross over in nakedness and shame, O inhabitants* of Shaʹphir. The inhabitants* of Zaʹa·nan have not come out. There will be wailing in Beth-eʹzel, and it will take its support away from you. 12 For the inhabitants* of Maʹroth have waited for good, But what is bad has come down from Jehovah to the gate of Jerusalem. 13 Harness the chariot to the team of horses, O inhabitants* of Laʹchish. You were the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion, For in you were found the revolts of Israel. 14 So you will give parting* gifts to Moʹresh·eth-gath. The houses of Achʹzib were something deceitful to the kings of Israel. 15 The conqueror* I will yet bring in to you, O inhabitants* of Ma·reʹshah. As far as A·dulʹlam the glory of Israel will come. 16 Make yourselves bald and shear off your hair for your cherished children. Make yourselves as bald as an eagle, For they have been taken away from you into exile.” 
2 “Woe to those who scheme what is harmful, Who work out evil on their beds! When morning light comes they carry it out, Because it is in the power of their hand.  2 They desire fields and seize them; Also houses, and they take them; They defraud a man of his house, A man of his inheritance.  3 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: ‘Here I am devising against this family a calamity from which you will not escape.* You will no longer walk haughtily, for it is a time of calamity.  4 In that day people will recite a proverb concerning you, And they will bitterly lament over you. They will say: “We are completely devastated! He caused the portion of my people to change hands—how he removes it from me! To the unfaithful one he assigns our fields.”  5 So you will have no one to stretch the measuring cord, To allot the land in the congregation of Jehovah.  6 “Stop preaching!” they preach, “They should not preach these things; Humiliation will not overtake us!”  7 Is it being said, O house of Jacob: “Has the spirit of Jehovah become impatient? Are these his deeds?” Do not my own words bring good to those walking uprightly?  8 But lately my own people have risen up as an enemy. You openly strip off the majestic ornament with* the garment From those passing by confidently, like those returning from war.  9 You drive the women of my people out from their delightful houses; From their children you take away my splendor forever. 10 Get up and go, for this is no place of rest. Because of uncleanness, there is destruction, grievous destruction. 11 If a man walks after wind and deception and tells this lie: “I will preach to you about wine and alcoholic drink,” Then he would be just the preacher for this people! 12 I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’ 13 The one breaking out will go before them; They will break out and pass through the gate and go out by it. Their king will pass through before them, With Jehovah at their head.” 
3 I said: “Hear, please, you heads of Jacob And you commanders of the house of Israel. Should you not know what is just?  2 But you hate what is good and love what is bad; You tear off the skin from my people and the flesh from their bones.  3 You also eat the flesh of my people And strip off their skin, Smashing their bones, crushing them to pieces, Like what is cooked in a pot,* like meat in a cooking pot.  4 At that time they will call to Jehovah for help, But he will not answer them. He will hide his face from them at that time, Because of their wicked deeds.  5 This is what Jehovah says against the prophets who are leading my people astray, Who proclaim ‘Peace!’ while they bite* with their teeth But who declare* war against him who puts nothing into their mouths:  6 ‘You will have night; there will be no vision; There will only be darkness for you, no divination. The sun will set on the prophets, And the day will turn dark for them.  7 The visionaries will be put to shame, And the diviners will be disappointed. All of them will have to cover over the mustache,* For there is no answer from God.’”  8 As for me, I am filled with power by the spirit of Jehovah, And with justice and might, To tell to Jacob his revolt and to Israel his sin.  9 Hear this, please, you heads of the house of Jacob And you commanders of the house of Israel, Who detest justice and who make crooked all that is straight, 10 Who build Zion with bloodshed and Jerusalem with unrighteousness. 11 Her leaders* judge for a bribe, Her priests instruct for a price, And her prophets practice divination for money.* And yet they lean on Jehovah,* saying: “Is not Jehovah with us? No calamity will come upon us.” 12 So because of you, Zion will be plowed up as a field, Jerusalem will become heaps of ruins, And the mountain of the House* will become like high places in a forest.* 
4 In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it peoples will stream.  2 And many nations will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah And to the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.  3 He will render judgment among many peoples And set matters straight* respecting mighty nations far away. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.  4 They will sit,* each one under his vine and under his fig tree, And no one will make them afraid, For the mouth of Jehovah of armies has spoken.  5 For all the peoples will walk, each in the name of its god, But we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God forever and ever.  6 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will gather the one* who was limping, And collect together the dispersed one, Along with those I treated harshly.  7 I will make the one* who was limping a remnant, And the one far removed a mighty nation; And Jehovah will rule as king over them in Mount Zion, From now on and forever.  8 As for you, O tower of the flock, The mound of the daughter of Zion, To you it will come, yes, the first* dominion will come, The kingdom belonging to the daughter of Jerusalem.  9 Now why are you shouting loudly? Have you no king, Or has your adviser perished, So that pain has seized you like a woman giving birth? 10 Writhe and groan, O daughter of Zion, Like a woman giving birth, For now you will go from the city and reside in the field. You will go as far as to Babylon, And there you will be rescued; There Jehovah will buy you back from the hand of your enemies. 11 Now many nations will be gathered against you; They will say, ‘Let her be defiled, And let our eyes see this happen to Zion.’ 12 But they do not know the thoughts of Jehovah, They do not understand his purpose;* For he will gather them like a row of newly cut grain to the threshing floor. 13 Get up and thresh, O daughter of Zion; For I will change your horns into iron, And I will change your hooves into copper, And you will pulverize many peoples. You will devote their dishonest profit to Jehovah, And their resources to the true Lord of the whole earth.” 
5 “Now you are slashing yourself, O daughter under attack; A siege is laid against us. With a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek.  2 And you, O Bethʹle·hem Ephʹra·thah, The one too little to be among the thousands* of Judah, From you will come out for me the one to be ruler in Israel, Whose origin is from ancient times, from the days of long ago.  3 So he will give them up Until the time that she who is to give birth has given birth. And the rest of his brothers will return to the people of Israel.  4 He will stand up and shepherd in the strength of Jehovah, In the superiority of the name of Jehovah his God. And they will dwell in security, For now his greatness will reach the ends of the earth.  5 And he will bring peace. Should the As·syrʹi·an invade our land and tread on our fortified towers, We will raise up against him seven shepherds, yes, eight princes* of mankind.  6 They will shepherd the land of As·syrʹi·a with the sword, And the land of Nimʹrod at its entrances. And he will rescue us from the As·syrʹi·an, When he invades our land and treads on our territory.  7 The remaining ones of Jacob will be in the midst of many peoples Like dew from Jehovah, Like showers of rain on vegetation That do not put hope in man Or wait for the sons of men.  8 The remaining ones of Jacob will be among the nations, In the midst of many peoples, Like a lion among the beasts of a forest, Like a young lion* among flocks of sheep, That passes through and pounces and tears in pieces; And there is no one to rescue them.  9 Your hand will be raised over your adversaries, And all your enemies will be destroyed.” 10 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will do away with your horses from your midst and destroy your chariots. 11 I will destroy the cities of your land And tear down all your fortified places. 12 I will put an end to the sorcery you practice,* And no one practicing magic will remain among you. 13 I will destroy your graven images and your pillars from your midst, And you will no longer bow down to the work of your hands. 14 I will uproot your sacred poles* from your midst And annihilate your cities. 15 In anger and wrath I will execute vengeance On the nations that have not obeyed.” 
6 Hear, please, what Jehovah is saying. Get up, present a legal case before the mountains, And may the hills hear your voice.  2 Hear, O mountains, the legal case of Jehovah, You firm foundations of the earth, For Jehovah has a legal case with his people; It is against Israel that he will argue:  3 “My people, what have I done to you? How have I tired you out? Testify against me.  4 For I brought you up out of the land of Egypt, From the house of slavery I redeemed you; I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Mirʹi·am.  5 My people, remember, please, what King Baʹlak of Moʹab proposed, And what Baʹlaam the son of Beʹor answered him —What took place from Shitʹtim to Gilʹgal— So that you may know the righteous acts of Jehovah.”  6 With what will I come before Jehovah? With what will I bow before God on high? Will I come before him with whole burnt offerings, With year-old calves?  7 Will Jehovah be pleased with thousands of rams, With tens of thousands of torrents of oil? Will I give my firstborn son for my revolt, The fruit of my body for my sin?*  8 He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!  9 The voice of Jehovah calls out to the city; Those with practical wisdom will fear your name. Pay attention to the rod and to the one who appointed it. 10 Are there still the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked And the incomplete eʹphah measure* that is detestable? 11 Can I be morally clean* with wicked scales, With a bag of fraudulent stone weights? 12 For her rich men are full of violence, And her inhabitants speak lies; Their tongue is deceitful in their mouth. 13 “Therefore, I will wound you by striking you, Making you desolate because of your sins. 14 You will eat but not be satisfied; You will be empty inside. What you remove, you will not carry off safely, And what you do carry off, I will give to the sword. 15 You will sow seed, but you will not reap. You will tread olives, but you will not use the oil; And you will make new wine, but you will drink no wine. 16 For you observe the statutes of Omʹri and all the work of the house of Aʹhab, And you walk in accord with their advice. That is why I will make you an object of horror And her inhabitants something to be whistled at; And you will bear the scorn of the peoples.” 
7 Woe to me! I am like one who, After the gathering of summer fruit And the gleaning following a grape harvest, Finds no cluster of grapes to eat, No early fig that I crave.*  2 The loyal one has perished* from the earth; Among men there is no one upright. All of them lie in ambush for bloodshed. Each hunts his own brother with a dragnet.  3 Their hands are expert at doing what is bad; The prince is making demands, The judge asks for a reward, The prominent one makes known his desires,* And they work it out together.*  4 Their best one is like thorns, Their most upright one is worse than a thorn hedge. The day of your watchmen and of your reckoning will come. Now they will panic.  5 Do not put faith in your companion Or trust a close friend. Guard what you say to the one who lies in your embrace.  6 For a son despises his father, A daughter rises up against her mother, And a daughter-in-law is against her mother-in-law; A man’s enemies are the men of his household.  7 But as for me, I will keep on the lookout for Jehovah. I will show a waiting attitude* for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.  8 Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy.* Although I have fallen, I will rise up; Although I dwell in the darkness, Jehovah will be my light.  9 The wrath of Jehovah I will bear —For I have sinned against him— Until he pleads my legal case and brings about justice for me. He will bring me out to the light; I will look upon his righteousness. 10 My enemy will also see, And shame will cover her who said to me: “Where is Jehovah your God?” My eyes will look upon her. Now she will be trampled like mud in the streets. 11 It will be a day for building your stone walls; On that day the boundary will be extended.* 12 On that day they will come to you All the way from As·syrʹi·a and the cities of Egypt, From Egypt all the way to the River;* From sea to sea and from mountain to mountain. 13 And the land will become desolate because of its inhabitants, As a result of what they have done.* 14 Shepherd your people with your staff, the flock of your inheritance, The one who was living alone in a forest—in the midst of an orchard. Let them feed on Baʹshan and Gilʹe·ad as in the days of old. 15 “As in the days when you came out of the land of Egypt, I will show him wonderful things. 16 Nations will see and be ashamed despite all their might. They will put their hand over their mouth; Their ears will become deaf. 17 They will lick the dust like serpents; Like the reptiles of the earth they will come trembling out of their strongholds. To Jehovah our God they will come in dread, And they will be in fear of you.” 18 Who is a God like you, Pardoning error and passing over the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? He will not hold onto his anger forever, For he delights in loyal love. 19 He will again show us mercy; he will conquer* our errors. You will throw all their sins into the depths of the sea. 20 You will show faithfulness to Jacob, Loyal love to Abraham, As you swore to our forefathers from the days of old.

A shortened form of Michael or Micaiah, meaning “Who Is Like Jehovah?”
Or “low plains.”
Lit., “pour.”
Or “all the wages of her prostitution.”
Or “In the house of Aphrah.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Or “farewell.”
Or “dispossessor.”
Lit., “inhabitress.”
Lit., “you will not remove your necks.”
Or possibly, “from.”
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pot.”
Or possibly, “when they have something to chew.”
Lit., “sanctify.”
Or “cover their mouths.”
Lit., “heads.”
Or “silver.”
Or “they claim to lean on Jehovah.”
Or “the temple mount.”
Or “like a wooded ridge.”
Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “correct matters.”
Or “dwell.”
Lit., “her.”
Lit., “her.”
Or “former.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “clans.”
Or “leaders.”
Or “a maned young lion.”
Lit., “from your hand.”
See Glossary.
Or “for the sin of my soul?”
Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”
See App. B14.
Or “be innocent.”
Or “my soul craves.”
Or “vanished.”
Or “the craving of his soul.”
Lit., “they weave it together.”
Or “I will wait patiently.”
In Hebrew, the word for “enemy” is in the feminine gender.
Or possibly, “the decree will be far away.”
That is, the Euphrates.
Lit., “Because of the fruitage of their deeds.”
Or “tread down; subdue.”








^ (Nah. 1:1-3:19) A pronouncement against Ninʹe·veh: The book of the vision of Naʹhum* the Elʹkosh·ite:  2 Jehovah is a God who requires exclusive devotion and takes vengeance; Jehovah takes vengeance and is ready to express his wrath. Jehovah takes vengeance against his foes, And he stores up wrath for his enemies.  3 Jehovah is slow to anger and great in power, But by no means will Jehovah hold back due punishment. His path is in destructive wind and storm, And the clouds are the dust of his feet.  4 He rebukes the sea, and he dries it up; And he makes all the rivers run dry. Baʹshan and Carʹmel wither, And the blossoms of Lebʹa·non wither.  5 Mountains quake because of him, And the hills melt. The earth will be in an upheaval because of his face, Along with the land and all those dwelling in it.  6 Who can stand before his indignation? And who can withstand the heat of his anger? His wrath will be poured out like fire, And the rocks will be shattered because of him.  7 Jehovah is good, a stronghold in the day of distress. He is mindful of* those seeking refuge in him.  8 With a sweeping flood he will make a complete extermination of her* place, And darkness will pursue his enemies.  9 What will you plot against Jehovah? He is causing a complete extermination. Distress will not arise a second time. 10 For they are interwoven like thorns, And they are like those drunk with beer;* But they will be consumed like dry stubble. 11 From you will come one who plots evil against Jehovah, Giving worthless advice. 12 This is what Jehovah says: “Though they were at full strength and numerous, Even so they will be cut down and will pass away.* I have afflicted you,* but I will afflict you no more. 13 And now I will break his yoke bar from off you, And I will tear your bonds in two. 14 Jehovah has commanded concerning you,* ‘Your name will not be perpetuated further. I will do away with the carved images and metal statues* from the house* of your gods. I will make a grave for you, because you are contemptible.’ 15 Look! On the mountains are the feet of one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace. Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, pay your vows, For the worthless one will never pass through you again. He will be utterly destroyed.” 
2 One who scatters has come up against you.* Guard the fortifications. Keep watch over the road. Brace yourselves* and muster all your strength.  2 For Jehovah will restore the pride of Jacob, Along with the pride of Israel, For the devastators have devastated them; And they have ruined their shoots.  3 The shields of his mighty men are dyed red, His warriors are dressed in crimson. The iron fittings of his war chariots flash like fire In the day he prepares for battle, And the juniper spears are brandished.  4 The war chariots race madly through the streets. They rush up and down the public squares. They shine like burning torches and flash like lightning.  5 He will summon his officers. They will stumble as they advance. They rush to her wall; They set up the barricade.  6 The gates of the rivers will be opened, And the palace will be dissolved.*  7 It has been decreed:* She is exposed, She is carried away, and her slave girls moan; They sound like doves as they beat their breasts.*  8 Throughout her days Ninʹe·veh was like a pool of waters, But now they are fleeing. “Stand still! Stand still!” But no one is turning back.  9 Plunder silver, plunder gold! There is no end to the treasures. It is stocked with all sorts of precious things. 10 The city is empty, desolate, devastated! Their hearts melt in fear, their knees buckle, their hips tremble; All their faces are flushed. 11 Where is the lair of lions, where the young lions* feed, Where the lion goes out leading its cub, With no one to make them afraid? 12 The lion tore apart enough prey for his cubs And strangled for his lionesses. He kept his dens filled with prey, His lairs with torn animals. 13 “Look! I am against you,” declares Jehovah of armies, “I will burn up her war chariots in smoke, And the sword will devour your young lions.* I will cut off your prey from the earth, And the sound of your messengers will be heard no more.” 
3 Woe to the city of bloodshed! She is completely full of deception and robbery. She is never without prey!  2 There is the crack of the whip and the rattle of wheels, The dashing horse and the bounding chariot.  3 The mounted horseman, the flashing sword, and the glittering spear, The multitude of the slain and the heaps of carcasses —There is no end to the dead bodies. They keep stumbling over the dead bodies.  4 This is because of the many acts of prostitution of the prostitute, She who is attractive and charming, a mistress of sorceries, Who ensnares nations by her prostitution and families by her sorceries.  5 “Look! I am against you,”* declares Jehovah of armies, “I will lift your skirts up over your face; I will cause nations to see your nakedness, And kingdoms your disgrace.  6 And I will throw filth on you And make you despicable; I will make a spectacle of you.  7 Everyone who sees you will flee from you and say, ‘Ninʹe·veh has been devastated! Who will sympathize with her?’ Where will I find comforters for you?  8 Are you better than No-aʹmon,* which sat by the Nile canals? Waters surrounded her; Her wealth was the sea and her wall was the sea.  9 E·thi·oʹpi·a was her source of boundless strength, also Egypt. Put and the Libʹy·ans were your helpers. 10 But even she became an exile; She went into captivity. Her children also were dashed to pieces on every street corner.* They cast lots over her honored men, And all her great men have been bound with fetters. 11 You will also become drunk; You will go into hiding. You will seek refuge from the enemy. 12 All your fortifications are like fig trees with the first ripe fruits; If they are shaken, they will fall into the mouth of devourers. 13 Look! Your troops are like women in your midst. The gates of your land will be wide open for your enemies. Fire will consume the bars of your gates. 14 Draw water for the siege! Strengthen your fortifications. Go down into the mire and tread the clay; Grab hold of the brick mold. 15 Even there fire will consume you. A sword will cut you down. It will devour you as the young locusts do. Make yourself as numerous as the young locusts! Yes, make yourself as numerous as the locusts! 16 You have multiplied your merchants more than the stars of the heavens. The young locust strips off its skin and flies away. 17 Your guards are like the locust, And your officers like a locust swarm. They camp in the stone pens on a cold day, But when the sun shines, they fly away; And no one knows where they are. 18 Your shepherds are drowsy, O king of As·syrʹi·a; Your nobles stay in their residences. Your people are scattered on the mountains, And no one is gathering them together. 19 There is no relief for your catastrophe. Your wound is beyond healing. All those hearing the report about you will clap their hands; For who has not suffered from your relentless cruelty?”

Meaning “Comforter.”
Or “takes care of.” Lit., “knows.”
That is, Nineveh’s.
Or “wheat beer.”
Or possibly, “and he will pass through.”
That is, Judah.
That is, Assyria.
Or “molten statues.”
Or “temple.”
That is, Nineveh.
Lit., “Strengthen the hips.”
Or “will collapse.”
Or “fixed.”
Lit., “hearts.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “maned young lions.”
That is, Nineveh.
That is, Thebes.
Lit., “at the head of all streets.”


^ (Hab. 1:1-3:19) A pronouncement that Ha·bakʹkuk* the prophet received in a vision:  2 How long, O Jehovah, must I cry for help, but you do not hear? How long must I ask for help from violence, but you do not intervene?*  3 Why do you make me witness wrongdoing? And why do you tolerate oppression? Why are destruction and violence before me? And why do quarreling and conflict abound?  4 So law is paralyzed, And justice is never carried out. For the wicked surround the righteous; That is why justice is perverted.  5 “Look among the nations and pay attention! Stare in amazement and be astounded; For something will happen in your days That you will not believe even if it is told to you.  6 For here I am raising up the Chal·deʹans, The ruthless and impetuous nation. They sweep through vast stretches of the earth To seize homes not theirs.  7 They are frightening and fearsome. They establish their own justice and authority.*  8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, And they are fiercer than wolves in the night. Their warhorses gallop forward; Their horses come from far away. They swoop down like the eagle rushing to feed.  9 All of them come bent on violence. The assembling of their faces is like the east wind, And they scoop up captives like sand. 10 They scoff at kings And laugh at high officials. They laugh at every fortified place; They pile up a dirt ramp and capture it. 11 Then they move forward like the wind and pass through, But they will become guilty, Because they credit their power to their god.”* 12 Are you not from everlasting, O Jehovah? O my God, my Holy One, you do not die.* O Jehovah, you appointed them to execute judgment; My Rock, you established them for punishment.* 13 Your eyes are too pure to look on what is evil, And you cannot tolerate wickedness. Why, then, do you tolerate the treacherous And keep silent when a wicked man swallows up someone more righteous than he is? 14 Why do you make man like the fish of the sea, Like creeping things that have no ruler? 15 All of these he* hauls up with a fishhook. He catches them in his dragnet, And he gathers them in his fishing net. That is why he rejoices greatly. 16 That is why he offers sacrifices to his dragnet And makes sacrifices* to his fishing net; For by them his portion is rich,* And his food is choice. 17 Will he then keep emptying out his dragnet?* Will he go on slaughtering nations without compassion? 
2 At my guardpost I will keep standing, And I will station myself on the rampart. I will keep watch to see what he will speak by means of me And what I will reply when I am reproved.  2 Jehovah then answered me: “Write down the vision, and inscribe it clearly on tablets, So that the one reading aloud from it may do so easily.*  3 For the vision is yet for its appointed time, And it is rushing toward its end,* and it will not lie. Even if it should delay,* keep in expectation of it!* For it will without fail come true. It will not be late!  4 Look at the one who is proud;* He is not upright within himself. But the righteous one will live by his faithfulness.*  5 Indeed, because the wine is treacherous, The arrogant man will not reach his goal. He makes his appetite* as large as the Grave;* He is like death and cannot be satisfied. He keeps gathering all the nations And collecting for himself all the peoples.  6 Will not all of these speak a proverb, an allusion, and riddles against him? They will say: ‘Woe to him who accumulates what is not his —For how long?— And who makes even greater his own debt!  7 Will not your creditors rise up suddenly? They will wake up and violently shake you, And you will become something for them to plunder.  8 Because you plundered many nations, All the rest of the peoples will plunder you, Because of your shedding men’s blood And your violence to the earth, To the cities and those living in them.  9 Woe to the one who makes evil gain for his house, So as to set his nest on the height, To escape the grasp of calamity! 10 You have plotted shame against your house. By wiping out many peoples you sin against yourself.* 11 For a stone will cry out from the wall, And from the woodwork a rafter will answer it. 12 Woe to the one who builds a city by bloodshed, And who establishes a town by unrighteousness! 13 Look! Is it not from Jehovah of armies that peoples will work hard to feed the fire, And that nations tire themselves out for nothing? 14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea. 15 Woe to the one who gives his companions something to drink, Adding to it rage and anger, to make them drunk, In order to look on their nakedness! 16 You will be glutted with dishonor rather than glory. You too—drink and expose your uncircumcised condition.* The cup in the right hand of Jehovah will come around to you, And disgrace will cover over your glory; 17 For the violence done to Lebʹa·non will cover you, And the destruction that terrified the beasts will come upon you, Because of your shedding men’s blood And your violence to the earth, To the cities and those living in them. 18 Of what benefit is a carved image When its maker has carved it? Of what benefit is a metal statue* and a teacher of lies, Even though its maker trusts in it, Making worthless gods that are speechless? 19 Woe to the one who says to a piece of wood, “Awake!” Or to a speechless stone, “Wake up! Instruct us!” Look! It is overlaid in gold and silver, And there is no breath at all within it. 20 But Jehovah is in his holy temple. Be silent before him, all the earth!’” 
3 The prayer of Ha·bakʹkuk the prophet, in dirges:*  2 O Jehovah, I have heard the report about you. I am in awe, O Jehovah, of your activity. In the midst of the years* bring it to life! In the midst of the years* make it known. May you remember to show mercy during the turmoil.  3 God came from Teʹman, The Holy One from Mount Paʹran. (Selah)* His majesty covered the heavens; With his praise the earth was filled.  4 His brightness was like the light. Two rays flashed from his hand, Where his strength was hidden.  5 Before him went pestilence, And burning fever followed at his feet.  6 He stood still and shook the earth. With a look, he made nations leap. The eternal mountains were smashed, And the ancient hills bowed down. The paths of long ago are his.  7 I saw trouble in the tents of Cuʹshan. The tent cloths of the land of Midʹi·an trembled.  8 Is it against the rivers, O Jehovah, Is it against the rivers that your anger is burning? Or is your fury against the sea? For you rode on your horses; Your chariots were victorious.*  9 Your bow is uncovered and ready. The rods* are assigned with an oath.* (Selah) You split the earth with rivers. 10 Mountains writhed in pain at the sight of you. A downpour of waters swept through. The deep roared with its voice. It lifted its hands high. 11 Sun and moon stood still in their lofty abode. Your arrows went out like the light. The lightning of your spear was brilliant. 12 You marched through the earth with indignation. You trampled* the nations in anger. 13 You went out for the salvation of your people, to save your anointed one. You crushed the leader* of the house of the wicked. It was exposed from the foundation to the top.* (Selah) 14 You pierced the head of his warriors with his own weapons* When they stormed out to scatter me. They were overjoyed to devour an afflicted one in secret. 15 Through the sea you trod with your horses, Through the surging of vast waters. 16 I heard and I trembled within;* At the sound my lips quivered. Rottenness entered my bones; My legs beneath me were shaking. But I quietly wait for the day of distress, For it is coming upon the people who attack us. 17 Although the fig tree may not blossom, And there may be no fruit on the vines; Although the olive crop may fail, And the fields* may produce no food; Although the flock may disappear from the pen, And there may be no cattle in the stalls; 18 Yet, as for me, I will exult in Jehovah; I will be joyful in the God of my salvation. 19 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah is my strength; He will make my feet like those of a deer And cause me to tread on high places.

Possibly meaning “Ardent Embrace.”
Or “save.”
Or “dignity.”
Or possibly, “their power is their god.”
Or possibly, “we will not die.”
Or “for reproving.”
That is, the Chaldean enemy.
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Lit., “well-oiled.”
Or possibly, “keep drawing his sword?”
Or “fluently.”
Or “fulfillment.”
Or “if it seems to delay.”
Or “wait eagerly for it!”
Or “Look! His soul is swelled up.”
Or possibly, “faith; belief.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “your soul.”
Or possibly, “and stagger.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “songs of mourning.”
Or possibly, “In our time.”
Or possibly, “In our time.”
See Glossary.
Or “salvation.”
Or possibly, “arrows.”
Or possibly, “The sworn oaths of the tribes are stated.”
Lit., “threshed.”
Lit., “head.”
Lit., “neck.”
Lit., “his rods.”
Lit., “and my belly trembled.”
Or “terraces.”


^ (Hab. 2:15-3:6) Woe to the one who gives his companions something to drink, Adding to it rage and anger, to make them drunk, In order to look on their nakedness! 16 You will be glutted with dishonor rather than glory. You too—drink and expose your uncircumcised condition.* The cup in the right hand of Jehovah will come around to you, And disgrace will cover over your glory; 17 For the violence done to Lebʹa·non will cover you, And the destruction that terrified the beasts will come upon you, Because of your shedding men’s blood And your violence to the earth, To the cities and those living in them. 18 Of what benefit is a carved image When its maker has carved it? Of what benefit is a metal statue* and a teacher of lies, Even though its maker trusts in it, Making worthless gods that are speechless? 19 Woe to the one who says to a piece of wood, “Awake!” Or to a speechless stone, “Wake up! Instruct us!” Look! It is overlaid in gold and silver, And there is no breath at all within it. 20 But Jehovah is in his holy temple. Be silent before him, all the earth!’” 
3 The prayer of Ha·bakʹkuk the prophet, in dirges:*  2 O Jehovah, I have heard the report about you. I am in awe, O Jehovah, of your activity. In the midst of the years* bring it to life! In the midst of the years* make it known. May you remember to show mercy during the turmoil.  3 God came from Teʹman, The Holy One from Mount Paʹran. (Selah)* His majesty covered the heavens; With his praise the earth was filled.  4 His brightness was like the light. Two rays flashed from his hand, Where his strength was hidden.  5 Before him went pestilence, And burning fever followed at his feet.  6 He stood still and shook the earth. With a look, he made nations leap. The eternal mountains were smashed, And the ancient hills bowed down. The paths of long ago are his.

Or possibly, “and stagger.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “songs of mourning.”
Or possibly, “In our time.”
Or possibly, “In our time.”
See Glossary.





^ ***sjj song 129 We Will Keep Enduring***


SONG 129

We Will Keep Enduring


(Matthew 24:13)


	1. How can we endure

When trials come, as Jesus said?

Through his pain he saw

The joy of better things ahead.

God’s promise, God’s justice,

Were thoughts on which he fed.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	2. Though the passing years

May bring us sorrow, bring us pain;

There beyond the tears,

We see the life that we can gain.

To be there, feel free there,

Determined we remain.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.





	3. We will not give up

Nor see the need for doubt or fear.

Faithfully we’ll serve

Until Jehovah’s day is here.

Let’s keep on enduring.

That time is very near.

(CHORUS)

We need to have endurance.

Our faith we must defend.

His love is our assurance.

So we will keep enduring to the end.









(See also Acts 20:19, 20; Jas. 1:12; 1 Pet. 4:12-14.)





^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured* to the end will be saved.

Or “who endures.”


^ (Acts 20:19, 20) slaving for the Lord with all humility* and with tears and trials that befell me by the plots of the Jews, 20 while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “lowliness of mind.”
Or “for your good.”


^ (Jas. 1:12) Happy is the man who keeps on enduring trial, because on becoming approved he will receive the crown of life, which Jehovah* promised to those who continue loving Him.

See App. A5.


^ (1 Pet. 4:12-14) Beloved ones, do not be surprised about the fiery trials that you are experiencing, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 On the contrary, go on rejoicing over the extent to which you are sharers in the sufferings of the Christ, so that you may rejoice and be overjoyed also during the revelation of his glory. 14 If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”








^ ***w07 11/15 p. 10 pars. 3-5 Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah***

2:1. Like Habakkuk, we should remain spiritually alert and active. We should also be ready to adjust our thinking in line with any “reproof,” or correction, we may receive.

2:3; 3:16. As we wait in faith for the coming of Jehovah’s day, let us not lose the sense of urgency.

2:4. To survive the coming day of Jehovah’s judgment, we must endure in faithfulness.​—Hebrews 10:36-38.



^ par. 3 (Hab. 2:1) At my guardpost I will keep standing, And I will station myself on the rampart. I will keep watch to see what he will speak by means of me And what I will reply when I am reproved.



^ par. 4 (Hab. 2:3) For the vision is yet for its appointed time, And it is rushing toward its end,* and it will not lie. Even if it should delay,* keep in expectation of it!* For it will without fail come true. It will not be late!

Or “fulfillment.”
Or “if it seems to delay.”
Or “wait eagerly for it!”


^ par. 4 (Hab. 3:16) I heard and I trembled within;* At the sound my lips quivered. Rottenness entered my bones; My legs beneath me were shaking. But I quietly wait for the day of distress, For it is coming upon the people who attack us.

Lit., “and my belly trembled.”


^ par. 5 (Hab. 2:4) Look at the one who is proud;* He is not upright within himself. But the righteous one will live by his faithfulness.*

Or “Look! His soul is swelled up.”
Or possibly, “faith; belief.”


^ par. 5 (Heb. 10:36-38) For you need endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the fulfillment of the promise. 37 For yet “a very little while,” and “the one who is coming will arrive and will not delay.” 38 “But my righteous one will live by reason of faith,” and “if he shrinks back, I have* no pleasure in him.”

Or “my soul has.”








^ ***w07 11/15 p. 9 par. 2 Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah***

2:6​—What “gates of the rivers” were opened? These gates referred to the opening made in the walls of Nineveh by the waters of the Tigris River. In 632 B.C.E. when the joint forces of the Babylonians and the Medes came up against Nineveh, she did not feel particularly threatened. Secure behind her high walls, she considered herself to be an impenetrable city. However, heavy rains caused the Tigris to overflow. According to historian Diodorus, this “both inundated a portion of the city and broke down the walls for a distance.” The river gates were thus opened, and as foretold, Nineveh was taken as quickly as fire devours dry stubble.​—Nahum 1:8-10.



^ par. 2 (Nah. 2:6) The gates of the rivers will be opened, And the palace will be dissolved.*

Or “will collapse.”


^ par. 2 (Nah. 1:8-10) With a sweeping flood he will make a complete extermination of her* place, And darkness will pursue his enemies.  9 What will you plot against Jehovah? He is causing a complete extermination. Distress will not arise a second time. 10 For they are interwoven like thorns, And they are like those drunk with beer;* But they will be consumed like dry stubble.

That is, Nineveh’s.
Or “wheat beer.”








^ ***w07 11/15 p. 10 par. 10 Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah***

3:17-19. Even though hardship may befall us before and during Armageddon, we can be confident that Jehovah will supply us with “vital energy” as we joyfully continue serving him.



^ par. 10 (Hab. 3:17-19) Although the fig tree may not blossom, And there may be no fruit on the vines; Although the olive crop may fail, And the fields* may produce no food; Although the flock may disappear from the pen, And there may be no cattle in the stalls; 18 Yet, as for me, I will exult in Jehovah; I will be joyful in the God of my salvation. 19 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah is my strength; He will make my feet like those of a deer And cause me to tread on high places.

Or “terraces.”








^ ***w16 March pp. 23-25 Can You Help in Your Congregation?***


Can You Help in Your Congregation?



BEFORE he ascended to heaven, Jesus told his disciples: “You will be witnesses of me . . . to the most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) How was it possible for the early Christians to meet that challenge?

Martin Goodman, professor at Oxford University, observes that the “sense of mission set Christians apart from other religious groups, including Jews, in the early Roman empire.” Jesus had traveled from place to place to carry out his ministry. Following his example, true Christians would have understood that spreading “the good news of the Kingdom of God” would involve finding people who desired to know Bible truth. (Luke 4:43) This is one of the reasons why the first-century Christian congregation had “apostles,” a term that literally refers to those sent forth, envoys. (Mark 3:14) Jesus commanded his followers: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations.”​—Matt. 28:18-20.

We do not have any of the 12 apostles of Jesus with us on earth today, but many servants of Jehovah manifest a missionary spirit. To the invitation to expand their preaching work, they respond: “Here I am! Send me!” (Isa. 6:8) Some, such as thousands of graduates of Gilead School, have moved to faraway lands. Others have moved to a different area of their native country. Many have learned a new language in order to be part of congregations and groups looking after the needs of those speaking that language. These brothers and sisters who move to where there is a particular need or who learn a new language may not have had the most favorable circumstances and may not have had an easy time. They needed a spirit of self-sacrifice to manifest their love for Jehovah and for their neighbor. Having calculated the cost, they gave of themselves to help. (Luke 14:28-30) Brothers and sisters taking such steps are filling a real need.

However, circumstances differ. Not every Witness is in a position to move to where the need is greater or to take up a new language. So can we show a missionary spirit even in our own congregation?

BE A MISSIONARY IN YOUR CONGREGATION

First-century Christians had an evident missionary spirit, but it is likely that most of them stayed in their hometown. Still, the exhortation that was given to Timothy was as valid for them as it is for all of God’s servants: “Do the work of an evangelizer, fully accomplish your ministry.” (2 Tim. 4:5) The command to preach the Kingdom message and to make disciples applies to all Christians wherever they are. Moreover, many aspects of missionary work can be applied in our home congregation.

For example, a missionary in a foreign land has to adapt to new circumstances. Many things are very different in his or her new assignment. What about us if we cannot move to where the need is greater? Should we conclude that we know everything about our congregation’s territory? Or could we try to find innovative ways to reach people? For example, in 1940, brothers were encouraged to schedule a day each week to do street witnessing. Is that something that you can have a share in doing? Or what about the initiative to use literature display carts? The point is: Have you personally considered such ways of presenting the good news, ways that may be new to you?

Having a positive attitude will help us to be zealous and enthusiastic for the ministry. In many cases, those who make themselves available to move to where the need is greater or to serve in another language field are very qualified publishers. Thus they can be a blessing to many, such as when they take the lead in the field ministry. Moreover, missionaries often take the lead in the congregation arrangements until qualified local brothers are available. If you are a baptized male Witness, are you “reaching out,” being willing to serve fellow believers in your congregation?​—1 Tim. 3:1.

BECOME “A STRENGTHENING AID”

In addition to participating zealously in the field ministry and being available to take on responsibilities in the congregation, there are other areas in which we can help our congregation. Anybody​—young or old, male or female—​can become “a strengthening aid” to fellow believers in need.​—Col. 4:11, ftn.

To be of help to our fellow believers, we need to get to know them well. The Bible exhorts us to “consider one another” when we meet together. (Heb. 10:24) These words suggest that while we do not pry into other people’s affairs, we should seek to know and understand our brothers and their needs. Those needs may be of a practical, emotional, or spiritual nature. Helping fellow believers is not the responsibility of just the elders and ministerial servants. True, there may be occasions when it would be particularly appropriate for one of those brothers to provide assistance. (Gal. 6:1) Yet, all of us may be able to assist elderly brothers and sisters, or entire families, who are facing problems.

For instance, when Salvatore experienced a financial crisis that made it necessary for him to sell his business, his home, and many of the family’s belongings, he wondered how his family could cope. Another family in the congregation saw the need. They provided financial assistance, helped both Salvatore and his wife to find work, and spent many evenings listening to and encouraging the whole family. A friendship was forged that has lasted many years. Despite the real anxiety that marked the earlier period, both families can now look back with happy memories on the time they spent together.

For true Christians, religion is not something private. As demonstrated by Jesus, we need to let everyone know about the wonderful Bible promises. Whether we are in a position to move or not, we can do our best to work what is good toward all. And we certainly can do so in the congregation where we are already serving. (Gal. 6:10) By doing this, we will experience the joy of giving and will be helped to “go on bearing fruit in every good work.”​—Col. 1:10; Acts 20:35.





^ (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part* of the earth.”

Or “to the ends.”


^ (Luke 4:43) But he said to them: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.”



^ (Mark 3:14) And he formed* a group of 12, whom he also named apostles, those who were to accompany him and whom he would send out to preach

Or “appointed.”


^ (Matt. 28:18-20) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Isa. 6:8) Then I heard the voice of Jehovah saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said: “Here I am! Send me!”



^ (Luke 14:28-30) For example, who of you wanting to build a tower does not first sit down and calculate the expense to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, he might lay its foundation but not be able to finish it, and all the onlookers would start to ridicule him, 30 saying: ‘This man started to build but was not able to finish.’



^ (2 Tim. 4:5) You, though, keep your senses in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelizer,* fully accomplish your ministry.

Or “keep preaching the good news.”


^ (1 Tim. 3:1) This statement is trustworthy: If a man is reaching out to be an overseer, he is desirous of a fine work.



^ (Col. 4:11) and Jesus who is called Justus, who are of those circumcised. Only these are my fellow workers for the Kingdom of God, and they have become a source of great comfort* to me.

Or “a strengthening aid.”


^ (Heb. 10:24) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works,

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^ (Gal. 6:10) So, then, as long as we have the opportunity,* let us work what is good toward all, but especially toward those related to us in the faith.

Lit., “appointed time.”


^ (Col. 1:10) so as to walk worthily of Jehovah* in order to please him fully as you go on bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the accurate knowledge of God;

See App. A5.


^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”









^ ***sjj song 21 Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom***


SONG 21

Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom


(Matthew 6:33)


	1. Something precious to Jehovah,

Bringing him such keen delight,

Is his Kingdom by Christ Jesus,

Which will set all matters right.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.





	2. Why be anxious for tomorrow,

‘Will we hunger, will we thirst?’

For our God will make provision

If we seek his Kingdom first.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.





	3. So declare the Kingdom good news;

Help deserving ones to see

That their hope is in Jehovah

And in his Theocracy.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.









(See also Ps. 27:14; Matt. 6:34; 10:11, 13; 1 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Ps. 27:14) Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah.



^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Matt. 10:11) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave.



^ (Matt. 10:13) If the house is deserving, let the peace you wish it come upon it; but if it is not deserving, let the peace from you return upon you.



^ (1 Pet. 1:21) Through him you are believers in God, the one who raised him up from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope might be in God.









^ ***kr pp. 231-233 The Kingdom Carries Out God’s Will on Earth***


1, 2. (a) Why may it be difficult at times to see the Paradise as real? (b) What can help us to strengthen our faith in God’s promises?

A FAITHFUL brother arrives at the meeting, tired after a stressful day. He has faced mistreatment from a demanding boss, stress over the challenges of caring for his family, and anxiety over an illness afflicting his wife. As the music for the opening song begins, he breathes a sigh of relief, glad to be at the Kingdom Hall with his brothers and sisters. The song is about the hope of life in Paradise, and the lyrics ask him to picture that hope, to see himself in that setting. He has always loved this song, and as he sings it along with his family, hope stirs within his troubled heart.

2 Have you ever felt that way? Most of us have. Admittedly, though, life in this old system can make it very difficult for us to see the coming Paradise as a reality. These are “critical times hard to deal with,” and the world we live in is anything but paradisaic. (2 Tim. 3:1) What can help us to see our hope as real? Well, how do we really know that soon God’s Kingdom will rule all mankind? Let us consider a few of the prophecies from Jehovah that his people saw fulfilled in the ancient past. Then we will review how those and similar prophecies are undergoing a thrilling fulfillment right now. Finally, with our faith thus bolstered, we will focus on what such prophecies mean for our future.

How Jehovah Fulfilled His Promises in the Distant Past

 3. What promise comforted the Jews living in exile in Babylon?

3 Imagine what life was like for the Jews living in exile in Babylon back in the sixth century B.C.E. Many grew up in exile, as did their parents, and life was hard. The Babylonians ridiculed them for their faith in Jehovah. (Ps. 137:1-3) Through the decades, loyal Jews kept clinging to this one bright hope: Jehovah promised to gather his people back to their homeland. Jehovah said that conditions would be wonderful there. He even compared the restored land of Judah to the garden of Eden​—a paradise! (Read Isaiah 51:3.) Such promises were clearly designed to reassure God’s people, addressing doubts that might trouble their hearts. How so? Consider some specific prophecies.

 4. How did Jehovah assure the Jews regarding security in their homeland?

4 Security. Those exiles would return, not to a literal paradise, but to a distant land that had lain desolate for 70 years, a land that few of them had ever seen. Lions were common in Bible lands back then, as were wolves, leopards, and other predators. A family man might wonder, ‘How will I keep my wife and children safe? What about the sheep and cattle​—how will I protect them?’ Such concerns would be only natural. Think, then, of God’s promise recorded at Isaiah 11:6-9 and of how comforting it must have been. (Read.) With those lovely poetic words, Jehovah assured the exiles that they and their livestock would be safe. The lion would eat straw in the sense that it would not devour the Jews’ cattle. Faithful ones would have nothing to fear from such predators. Jehovah promised that his people would be safe in the restored land of Judah, even in the wilderness and in the forests.​—Ezek. 34:25.

 5. What prophecies helped the returning exiles to be confident that Jehovah would provide abundantly for their needs?

5 Abundance. Other concerns might arise. ‘Will I be able to feed my family in the restored homeland? Where will we live? Will there be any work, and will it be better than the drudgery of living in exile under the thumb of our conquerors?’ Through inspired prophecies, Jehovah considerately addressed those questions too. Jehovah promised that his obedient people would find the rains reliable; as a result, the ground would produce “abundant and rich” bread. (Isa. 30:23) As to shelter and meaningful work, Jehovah promised concerning his people: “They will build houses and live in them, and they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. They will not build for someone else to inhabit, nor will they plant for others to eat.” (Isa. 65:21, 22) Yes, in many ways life would be wonderful compared with their exile in pagan Babylon. But what about their most serious problems​—the ones that led to their exile in the first place?

 6. God’s people had long suffered from what kind of health problems, and of what did Jehovah assure the returning exiles?

6 Spiritual health. Long before their exile, God’s people had grown spiritually sick. Through the prophet Isaiah, Jehovah said of his people: “The whole head is sick, and the whole heart is diseased.” (Isa. 1:5) Spiritually, they were blind and deaf, for they kept stopping up their ears to Jehovah’s counsel and closing their eyes to the enlightenment he offered. (Isa. 6:10; Jer. 5:21; Ezek. 12:2) If the same problems were to plague the returning exiles, what security could they have? Would they not simply lose Jehovah’s favor again? How reassuring was Jehovah’s promise: “In that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, and out of the gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.” (Isa. 29:18) Yes, Jehovah would bring spiritual healing to his chastened, repentant people. As long as they remained responsive and obedient, he would provide life-giving direction and enlightenment.

 7. How were God’s promises to his exiled people fulfilled, and why should we find that fulfillment faith-strengthening?

7 Did Jehovah live up to his promises? The answer is a matter of historical record. The Jews who returned to their homeland were blessed with security, abundance, and spiritual health. For example, Jehovah protected them from neighboring peoples who were stronger and more numerous than they. Predators did not wipe out the Jews’ livestock. True, those Jews saw only a limited fulfillment of the paradisaic prophecies that men such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel wrote down​—but the fulfillment that God’s people saw was thrilling and just what they needed at the time. As we reflect on what Jehovah did for his people back then, our faith will grow stronger. If the initial, limited fulfillment of those prophecies was exciting, what would the greater fulfillment be like? Consider what Jehovah has done for us today.





^ par. 2 (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^ par. 3 (Ps. 137:1-3) By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat. We wept when we remembered Zion.  2 Upon the poplar trees in her* midst, We hung our harps.  3 For there our captors asked us for a song, Those mocking us wanted amusement: “Sing for us one of the songs of Zion.”

Referring to Babylon.


^ par. 3 (Isa. 51:3) For Jehovah will comfort Zion. He will bring comfort to all her ruins, And he will make her wilderness like Eʹden And her desert plain like the garden of Jehovah. Exultation and rejoicing will be found in her, Thanksgiving and melodious song.



^ par. 4 (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^ par. 4 (Ezek. 34:25) “‘“And I will make a covenant of peace with them, and I will rid the land of vicious wild beasts, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the forests.



^ par. 5 (Isa. 30:23) And he will give the rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the ground produces will be abundant and rich.* In that day your livestock will graze in spacious pastures.

Lit., “fat and well-oiled.”


^ par. 5 (Isa. 65:21, 22) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full.



^ par. 6 (Isa. 1:5) Where will you be struck next as you add to your rebellion? The whole head is sick, And the whole heart is diseased.



^ par. 6 (Isa. 6:10) Make the heart of this people unreceptive, Make their ears unresponsive, And paste their eyes together, So that they may not see with their eyes And hear with their ears, So that their heart may not understand And they may not turn back and be healed.”



^ par. 6 (Jer. 5:21) “Hear this, you foolish and senseless people:* They have eyes but cannot see; They have ears but cannot hear.

Lit., “you foolish people without heart.”


^ par. 6 (Ezek. 12:2) “Son of man, you are living in a rebellious house. They have eyes to see, but they do not see, and ears to hear, but they do not hear, for they are a rebellious house.



^ par. 6 (Isa. 29:18) In that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, And out of the gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.









^ ***sjj song 142 Holding Fast to Our Hope***


SONG 142

Holding Fast to Our Hope


(Hebrews 6:18, 19)


	1. Mankind has stumbled for centuries in darkness.

Vain is their quest as they try to catch the wind.

Man’s tragic flaw is revealed in its starkness;

None can they save, for they all have sinned.

(CHORUS)

Sing with good cheer, for God’s Kingdom is here!

His Son’s mighty reign brings us freedom from fear.

Through him, at last, evil soon will be past;

This hope, like an anchor, is holding us fast.





	2. “God’s day is near!” rings the Kingdom proclamation;

Men will no longer cry out to God: “How long?”

Soon he will free all his groaning creation.

Praise God Almighty, and join our song.

(CHORUS)

Sing with good cheer, for God’s Kingdom is here!

His Son’s mighty reign brings us freedom from fear.

Through him, at last, evil soon will be past;

This hope, like an anchor, is holding us fast.









(See also Ps. 27:14; Eccl. 1:14; Joel 2:1; Hab. 1:2, 3; Rom. 8:22.)





^ (Heb. 6:18, 19) in order that through two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to the refuge may have strong encouragement to take firm hold of the hope set before us. 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,* both sure and firm, and it enters in within the curtain,

Or “for our lives.”


^ (Ps. 27:14) Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah.



^ (Eccl. 1:14) I saw all the works that were done under the sun, And look! everything was futile, a chasing after the wind.



^ (Joel 2:1) “Blow a horn in Zion! Shout a war cry in my holy mountain. Let all the inhabitants of the land* tremble, For the day of Jehovah is coming! It is near!

Or “earth.”


^ (Hab. 1:2, 3) How long, O Jehovah, must I cry for help, but you do not hear? How long must I ask for help from violence, but you do not intervene?*  3 Why do you make me witness wrongdoing? And why do you tolerate oppression? Why are destruction and violence before me? And why do quarreling and conflict abound?

Or “save.”


^ (Rom. 8:22) For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now.















^ (Nah. 1:1-3:19) A pronouncement against Ninʹe·veh: The book of the vision of Naʹhum* the Elʹkosh·ite:  2 Jehovah is a God who requires exclusive devotion and takes vengeance; Jehovah takes vengeance and is ready to express his wrath. Jehovah takes vengeance against his foes, And he stores up wrath for his enemies.  3 Jehovah is slow to anger and great in power, But by no means will Jehovah hold back due punishment. His path is in destructive wind and storm, And the clouds are the dust of his feet.  4 He rebukes the sea, and he dries it up; And he makes all the rivers run dry. Baʹshan and Carʹmel wither, And the blossoms of Lebʹa·non wither.  5 Mountains quake because of him, And the hills melt. The earth will be in an upheaval because of his face, Along with the land and all those dwelling in it.  6 Who can stand before his indignation? And who can withstand the heat of his anger? His wrath will be poured out like fire, And the rocks will be shattered because of him.  7 Jehovah is good, a stronghold in the day of distress. He is mindful of* those seeking refuge in him.  8 With a sweeping flood he will make a complete extermination of her* place, And darkness will pursue his enemies.  9 What will you plot against Jehovah? He is causing a complete extermination. Distress will not arise a second time. 10 For they are interwoven like thorns, And they are like those drunk with beer;* But they will be consumed like dry stubble. 11 From you will come one who plots evil against Jehovah, Giving worthless advice. 12 This is what Jehovah says: “Though they were at full strength and numerous, Even so they will be cut down and will pass away.* I have afflicted you,* but I will afflict you no more. 13 And now I will break his yoke bar from off you, And I will tear your bonds in two. 14 Jehovah has commanded concerning you,* ‘Your name will not be perpetuated further. I will do away with the carved images and metal statues* from the house* of your gods. I will make a grave for you, because you are contemptible.’ 15 Look! On the mountains are the feet of one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace. Celebrate your festivals, O Judah, pay your vows, For the worthless one will never pass through you again. He will be utterly destroyed.” 
2 One who scatters has come up against you.* Guard the fortifications. Keep watch over the road. Brace yourselves* and muster all your strength.  2 For Jehovah will restore the pride of Jacob, Along with the pride of Israel, For the devastators have devastated them; And they have ruined their shoots.  3 The shields of his mighty men are dyed red, His warriors are dressed in crimson. The iron fittings of his war chariots flash like fire In the day he prepares for battle, And the juniper spears are brandished.  4 The war chariots race madly through the streets. They rush up and down the public squares. They shine like burning torches and flash like lightning.  5 He will summon his officers. They will stumble as they advance. They rush to her wall; They set up the barricade.  6 The gates of the rivers will be opened, And the palace will be dissolved.*  7 It has been decreed:* She is exposed, She is carried away, and her slave girls moan; They sound like doves as they beat their breasts.*  8 Throughout her days Ninʹe·veh was like a pool of waters, But now they are fleeing. “Stand still! Stand still!” But no one is turning back.  9 Plunder silver, plunder gold! There is no end to the treasures. It is stocked with all sorts of precious things. 10 The city is empty, desolate, devastated! Their hearts melt in fear, their knees buckle, their hips tremble; All their faces are flushed. 11 Where is the lair of lions, where the young lions* feed, Where the lion goes out leading its cub, With no one to make them afraid? 12 The lion tore apart enough prey for his cubs And strangled for his lionesses. He kept his dens filled with prey, His lairs with torn animals. 13 “Look! I am against you,” declares Jehovah of armies, “I will burn up her war chariots in smoke, And the sword will devour your young lions.* I will cut off your prey from the earth, And the sound of your messengers will be heard no more.” 
3 Woe to the city of bloodshed! She is completely full of deception and robbery. She is never without prey!  2 There is the crack of the whip and the rattle of wheels, The dashing horse and the bounding chariot.  3 The mounted horseman, the flashing sword, and the glittering spear, The multitude of the slain and the heaps of carcasses —There is no end to the dead bodies. They keep stumbling over the dead bodies.  4 This is because of the many acts of prostitution of the prostitute, She who is attractive and charming, a mistress of sorceries, Who ensnares nations by her prostitution and families by her sorceries.  5 “Look! I am against you,”* declares Jehovah of armies, “I will lift your skirts up over your face; I will cause nations to see your nakedness, And kingdoms your disgrace.  6 And I will throw filth on you And make you despicable; I will make a spectacle of you.  7 Everyone who sees you will flee from you and say, ‘Ninʹe·veh has been devastated! Who will sympathize with her?’ Where will I find comforters for you?  8 Are you better than No-aʹmon,* which sat by the Nile canals? Waters surrounded her; Her wealth was the sea and her wall was the sea.  9 E·thi·oʹpi·a was her source of boundless strength, also Egypt. Put and the Libʹy·ans were your helpers. 10 But even she became an exile; She went into captivity. Her children also were dashed to pieces on every street corner.* They cast lots over her honored men, And all her great men have been bound with fetters. 11 You will also become drunk; You will go into hiding. You will seek refuge from the enemy. 12 All your fortifications are like fig trees with the first ripe fruits; If they are shaken, they will fall into the mouth of devourers. 13 Look! Your troops are like women in your midst. The gates of your land will be wide open for your enemies. Fire will consume the bars of your gates. 14 Draw water for the siege! Strengthen your fortifications. Go down into the mire and tread the clay; Grab hold of the brick mold. 15 Even there fire will consume you. A sword will cut you down. It will devour you as the young locusts do. Make yourself as numerous as the young locusts! Yes, make yourself as numerous as the locusts! 16 You have multiplied your merchants more than the stars of the heavens. The young locust strips off its skin and flies away. 17 Your guards are like the locust, And your officers like a locust swarm. They camp in the stone pens on a cold day, But when the sun shines, they fly away; And no one knows where they are. 18 Your shepherds are drowsy, O king of As·syrʹi·a; Your nobles stay in their residences. Your people are scattered on the mountains, And no one is gathering them together. 19 There is no relief for your catastrophe. Your wound is beyond healing. All those hearing the report about you will clap their hands; For who has not suffered from your relentless cruelty?”

Meaning “Comforter.”
Or “takes care of.” Lit., “knows.”
That is, Nineveh’s.
Or “wheat beer.”
Or possibly, “and he will pass through.”
That is, Judah.
That is, Assyria.
Or “molten statues.”
Or “temple.”
That is, Nineveh.
Lit., “Strengthen the hips.”
Or “will collapse.”
Or “fixed.”
Lit., “hearts.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “maned young lions.”
That is, Nineveh.
That is, Thebes.
Lit., “at the head of all streets.”


^ (Hab. 1:1-3:19) A pronouncement that Ha·bakʹkuk* the prophet received in a vision:  2 How long, O Jehovah, must I cry for help, but you do not hear? How long must I ask for help from violence, but you do not intervene?*  3 Why do you make me witness wrongdoing? And why do you tolerate oppression? Why are destruction and violence before me? And why do quarreling and conflict abound?  4 So law is paralyzed, And justice is never carried out. For the wicked surround the righteous; That is why justice is perverted.  5 “Look among the nations and pay attention! Stare in amazement and be astounded; For something will happen in your days That you will not believe even if it is told to you.  6 For here I am raising up the Chal·deʹans, The ruthless and impetuous nation. They sweep through vast stretches of the earth To seize homes not theirs.  7 They are frightening and fearsome. They establish their own justice and authority.*  8 Their horses are swifter than leopards, And they are fiercer than wolves in the night. Their warhorses gallop forward; Their horses come from far away. They swoop down like the eagle rushing to feed.  9 All of them come bent on violence. The assembling of their faces is like the east wind, And they scoop up captives like sand. 10 They scoff at kings And laugh at high officials. They laugh at every fortified place; They pile up a dirt ramp and capture it. 11 Then they move forward like the wind and pass through, But they will become guilty, Because they credit their power to their god.”* 12 Are you not from everlasting, O Jehovah? O my God, my Holy One, you do not die.* O Jehovah, you appointed them to execute judgment; My Rock, you established them for punishment.* 13 Your eyes are too pure to look on what is evil, And you cannot tolerate wickedness. Why, then, do you tolerate the treacherous And keep silent when a wicked man swallows up someone more righteous than he is? 14 Why do you make man like the fish of the sea, Like creeping things that have no ruler? 15 All of these he* hauls up with a fishhook. He catches them in his dragnet, And he gathers them in his fishing net. That is why he rejoices greatly. 16 That is why he offers sacrifices to his dragnet And makes sacrifices* to his fishing net; For by them his portion is rich,* And his food is choice. 17 Will he then keep emptying out his dragnet?* Will he go on slaughtering nations without compassion? 
2 At my guardpost I will keep standing, And I will station myself on the rampart. I will keep watch to see what he will speak by means of me And what I will reply when I am reproved.  2 Jehovah then answered me: “Write down the vision, and inscribe it clearly on tablets, So that the one reading aloud from it may do so easily.*  3 For the vision is yet for its appointed time, And it is rushing toward its end,* and it will not lie. Even if it should delay,* keep in expectation of it!* For it will without fail come true. It will not be late!  4 Look at the one who is proud;* He is not upright within himself. But the righteous one will live by his faithfulness.*  5 Indeed, because the wine is treacherous, The arrogant man will not reach his goal. He makes his appetite* as large as the Grave;* He is like death and cannot be satisfied. He keeps gathering all the nations And collecting for himself all the peoples.  6 Will not all of these speak a proverb, an allusion, and riddles against him? They will say: ‘Woe to him who accumulates what is not his —For how long?— And who makes even greater his own debt!  7 Will not your creditors rise up suddenly? They will wake up and violently shake you, And you will become something for them to plunder.  8 Because you plundered many nations, All the rest of the peoples will plunder you, Because of your shedding men’s blood And your violence to the earth, To the cities and those living in them.  9 Woe to the one who makes evil gain for his house, So as to set his nest on the height, To escape the grasp of calamity! 10 You have plotted shame against your house. By wiping out many peoples you sin against yourself.* 11 For a stone will cry out from the wall, And from the woodwork a rafter will answer it. 12 Woe to the one who builds a city by bloodshed, And who establishes a town by unrighteousness! 13 Look! Is it not from Jehovah of armies that peoples will work hard to feed the fire, And that nations tire themselves out for nothing? 14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea. 15 Woe to the one who gives his companions something to drink, Adding to it rage and anger, to make them drunk, In order to look on their nakedness! 16 You will be glutted with dishonor rather than glory. You too—drink and expose your uncircumcised condition.* The cup in the right hand of Jehovah will come around to you, And disgrace will cover over your glory; 17 For the violence done to Lebʹa·non will cover you, And the destruction that terrified the beasts will come upon you, Because of your shedding men’s blood And your violence to the earth, To the cities and those living in them. 18 Of what benefit is a carved image When its maker has carved it? Of what benefit is a metal statue* and a teacher of lies, Even though its maker trusts in it, Making worthless gods that are speechless? 19 Woe to the one who says to a piece of wood, “Awake!” Or to a speechless stone, “Wake up! Instruct us!” Look! It is overlaid in gold and silver, And there is no breath at all within it. 20 But Jehovah is in his holy temple. Be silent before him, all the earth!’” 
3 The prayer of Ha·bakʹkuk the prophet, in dirges:*  2 O Jehovah, I have heard the report about you. I am in awe, O Jehovah, of your activity. In the midst of the years* bring it to life! In the midst of the years* make it known. May you remember to show mercy during the turmoil.  3 God came from Teʹman, The Holy One from Mount Paʹran. (Selah)* His majesty covered the heavens; With his praise the earth was filled.  4 His brightness was like the light. Two rays flashed from his hand, Where his strength was hidden.  5 Before him went pestilence, And burning fever followed at his feet.  6 He stood still and shook the earth. With a look, he made nations leap. The eternal mountains were smashed, And the ancient hills bowed down. The paths of long ago are his.  7 I saw trouble in the tents of Cuʹshan. The tent cloths of the land of Midʹi·an trembled.  8 Is it against the rivers, O Jehovah, Is it against the rivers that your anger is burning? Or is your fury against the sea? For you rode on your horses; Your chariots were victorious.*  9 Your bow is uncovered and ready. The rods* are assigned with an oath.* (Selah) You split the earth with rivers. 10 Mountains writhed in pain at the sight of you. A downpour of waters swept through. The deep roared with its voice. It lifted its hands high. 11 Sun and moon stood still in their lofty abode. Your arrows went out like the light. The lightning of your spear was brilliant. 12 You marched through the earth with indignation. You trampled* the nations in anger. 13 You went out for the salvation of your people, to save your anointed one. You crushed the leader* of the house of the wicked. It was exposed from the foundation to the top.* (Selah) 14 You pierced the head of his warriors with his own weapons* When they stormed out to scatter me. They were overjoyed to devour an afflicted one in secret. 15 Through the sea you trod with your horses, Through the surging of vast waters. 16 I heard and I trembled within;* At the sound my lips quivered. Rottenness entered my bones; My legs beneath me were shaking. But I quietly wait for the day of distress, For it is coming upon the people who attack us. 17 Although the fig tree may not blossom, And there may be no fruit on the vines; Although the olive crop may fail, And the fields* may produce no food; Although the flock may disappear from the pen, And there may be no cattle in the stalls; 18 Yet, as for me, I will exult in Jehovah; I will be joyful in the God of my salvation. 19 The Sovereign Lord Jehovah is my strength; He will make my feet like those of a deer And cause me to tread on high places.

Possibly meaning “Ardent Embrace.”
Or “save.”
Or “dignity.”
Or possibly, “their power is their god.”
Or possibly, “we will not die.”
Or “for reproving.”
That is, the Chaldean enemy.
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Lit., “well-oiled.”
Or possibly, “keep drawing his sword?”
Or “fluently.”
Or “fulfillment.”
Or “if it seems to delay.”
Or “wait eagerly for it!”
Or “Look! His soul is swelled up.”
Or possibly, “faith; belief.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “your soul.”
Or possibly, “and stagger.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “songs of mourning.”
Or possibly, “In our time.”
Or possibly, “In our time.”
See Glossary.
Or “salvation.”
Or possibly, “arrows.”
Or possibly, “The sworn oaths of the tribes are stated.”
Lit., “threshed.”
Lit., “head.”
Lit., “neck.”
Lit., “his rods.”
Lit., “and my belly trembled.”
Or “terraces.”
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