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A couple studying together, using their tablet






Sample Presentations




THE WATCHTOWER




[image: The Watchtower No. 3 2016 | When a Loved One Dies]


Question: Does it seem possible to you that these words will ever be fulfilled?

Scripture: Re 21:3, 4

Offer: This issue of The Watchtower discusses how God will fulfill that promise and what it can mean for you.







THE WATCHTOWER (back page)


Question: Please notice this question. [Highlight the first question and possible answers appearing in the article on page 16.] What do you think?

Scripture: Ps 83:18

Offer: This article discusses further what the Bible says about God’s name.






BIBLE TEACH




[image: What Does the Bible Really Teach?]


Question: Some people think that God controls the world. But did you know that the Bible doesn’t really teach that?

Scripture: 1Jo 5:19

Offer: This book presents a clear explanation of what the Bible really teaches on this topic and many others.







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.








May 2-8

JOB 38-42





	  Song 63 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Praying for Others Pleases Jehovah”: (10 min.)

	Job 42:7, 8—Jehovah expected Job to pray for Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar (w13 6/15 21 ¶17; w98 5/1 30 ¶3-6)



	Job 42:10—Jehovah restored Job’s health after he prayed for them (w98 5/1 31 ¶3)



	Job 42:10-17—Jehovah greatly blessed Job for his faith and endurance (w94 11/15 20 ¶19-20)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 38:4-7—Who are “the morning stars,” and what do we know about them? (bh 97 ¶3)



	Job 42:3-5—What can we do to see God as Job did? (w15 10/15 8 ¶16-17)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Job 41:1-26










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion. Play each sample presentation video, and then discuss the highlights. Briefly refer to “Ways to Use JW Library” when discussing the use of a mobile device. Remind the audience to report each month the number of times they showed a video in the ministry. Encourage publishers to build their own presentation.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 60



	  “Are You Using JW Library?”: (15 min.) Begin with a five-minute discussion of the article. Then play and briefly discuss the video Start Using “JW Library.” Afterward, do the same with the videos Download and Manage Publications and Customize the Reading Experience. Encourage all who can to install the JW Library app and download publications to their mobile device before the part “Ways to Use JW Library” is discussed during the week of May 16.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) ia chap. 14 ¶14-22 and the chapter review



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 77 and Prayer















^ (Job 42:7, 8) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.”

Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”


^ (Job 42:10) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before.

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^ (Job 42:10-17) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”
Lit., “old and full of days.”


^ (Job 38:4-7) Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ (Job 42:3-5) You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 38-42

Praying for Others Pleases Jehovah




Jehovah expected Job to pray for Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar


42:7-10



[image: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar offer up a burnt sacrifice as Job prays in their behalf]


	  Jehovah told Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar to go to Job and offer up a burnt sacrifice



	  Job was expected to pray in their behalf



	  After Job prayed for them, he was blessed










Jehovah greatly blessed Job for his faith and endurance


42:10-17

	

[image: Job is restored to good health]


  Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation, restoring him to good health



	

[image: Job receives comfort from others]


  Job received true comfort from friends and relatives for all that he had suffered



	

[image: A herd of sheep]


  Jehovah restored Job’s prosperity, giving him twice the amount that he had lost



	

[image: Job and his wife with their children]


  Job and his wife came to have ten more children



	

[image: Job and his wife stand with their extended family]


  Job lived for another 140 years and enjoyed seeing four generations of his family line













^ (Job 42:7-10) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.” 9 So Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite went and did what Jehovah had told them to do. And Jehovah accepted Job’s prayer. 10 After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before.

Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”
Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^ (Job 42:10-17) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”
Lit., “old and full of days.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Are You Using JW Library?





JW Library is a free app (software application) that will allow you to download the Bible and other publications, videos, and audio programs to your phone, tablet, or computer.



[image: The books of the Bible displayed on JW Library]


HOW TO GET IT: Go online, and install JW Library from an app store. The app is available for various devices. While online, open the app and choose the items you wish to download to your device. If you cannot get online at home, perhaps you can do so at the Kingdom Hall, a public library, or a nearby coffee shop. Once publications are downloaded to your device, you do not need to connect to the Internet to access them. Because new features are regularly added to JW Library, you should go online from time to time and install app updates when they are available.

WHY GET IT? JW Library makes it very convenient to do personal study and follow along during congregation meetings. It is also useful for the ministry, especially when witnessing informally.











May 9-15

PSALMS 1-10





	  Song 99 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Peace With Jehovah Requires That We Honor His Son, Jesus”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Psalms.]



	Ps 2:1-3—Hostility toward Jehovah and Jesus was prophesied (w04 7/15 16-17 ¶4-8; it-1 507; it-2 386 ¶3)



	Ps 2:8-12—Only those who honor Jehovah’s anointed King will gain life (w04 8/1 5 ¶2-3)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ps 2:7—What is “the decree of Jehovah”? (w06 5/15 17 ¶6)



	Ps 3:2—What is the meaning of Selah? (w06 5/15 18 ¶2)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 8:1–9:10










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp16.3 cover—Read a scripture from a mobile device.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp16.3 cover—Have the householder object to your use of the New World Translation, and then use JW Library to show the rendering in another translation.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 12 ¶12-13—Encourage the student to download JW Library to his mobile device.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 138



	  Respect Jehovah’s House: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the jw.org video Become Jehovah’s Friend—Respect Jehovah’s House. (Go to BIBLE TEACHINGS > CHILDREN.) Afterward, invite young children to the stage, and ask them questions about the video.



	  The Divine Name in the Hebrew Scriptures: (10 min.) Talk based on appendix A4 of the revised New World Translation.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) ia chap. 15 ¶1-14 and the box “Questions About Esther” in chapter 16



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 11 and Prayer















^ (Ps. 2:1-3) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:8-12) Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.  9 You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.” 10 So now, you kings, show insight; Accept correction,* you judges of the earth. 11 Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12 Honor* the son, or God* will become indignant And you will perish from the way, For His anger flares up quickly. Happy are all those taking refuge in Him.

Or “Be warned.”
Lit., “Kiss.”
Lit., “he.”


^ (Ps. 2:7) Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.



^ (Ps. 3:2) Many are saying about me:* “God will not save him.” (Selah)*

Or “my soul.”
See Glossary.







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | PSALMS 1-10

Peace With Jehovah Requires That We Honor His Son, Jesus




Hostility toward Jehovah and Jesus was prophesied


2:1-3



[image: The Messianic King, Jesus Christ, sits on his throne holding a scepter]


	  It was prophesied that the nations would not accept Jesus’ authority but would insist on their own



	  This prophecy had fulfillment during Jesus’ time on earth and has a greater fulfillment today



	  The psalmist says that the nations mutter an empty thing, meaning that their purpose is empty and doomed to failure










Only those who honor Jehovah’s anointed King will gain life


2:8-12

	  All who oppose the Messianic King will be destroyed



	  By honoring the Son, Jesus, individuals can find safety and peace













^ (Ps. 2:1-3) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:8-12) Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.  9 You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.” 10 So now, you kings, show insight; Accept correction,* you judges of the earth. 11 Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12 Honor* the son, or God* will become indignant And you will perish from the way, For His anger flares up quickly. Happy are all those taking refuge in Him.

Or “Be warned.”
Lit., “Kiss.”
Lit., “he.”







May 16-22

PSALMS 11-18





	  Song 106 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Who May Be a Guest in Jehovah’s Tent?”: (10 min.)

	Ps 15:1, 2—We must speak the truth in our heart (w03 8/1 14 ¶18; w89 9/15 26 ¶7)



	Ps 15:3—We must be upright in our speech (w89 10/15 12 ¶10-11; w89 9/15 27 ¶2-3; it-2 779)



	Ps 15:4, 5—We must be loyal in all our conduct (w06 5/15 19 ¶2; w89 9/15 29-30; it-1 1211 ¶3)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ps 11:3—What is the meaning of this verse? (w06 5/15 18 ¶3; w05 5/15 32 ¶2)



	Ps 16:10—How was this prophecy fulfilled in Jesus Christ? (w11 8/15 16 ¶19; w05 5/1 14 ¶9)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 18:1-19










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp16.3 16—Read a scripture from a mobile device.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp16.3 16—Read scriptures from JW Library so that the householder can see the rendering in his mother tongue.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 100-101 ¶10-11—Briefly show the student how he can use JW Library to research a question he raised.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 70



	  “Ways to Use JW Library”—Part 1: (15 min.) Discussion. Play and briefly discuss the videos Set and Manage Bookmarks and Use History. Then discuss the first two subheadings of the article. Invite those in the audience to relate additional ways they have used JW Library for personal study and at congregation meetings.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) ia chap. 15 ¶15-26 and the chapter review



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 43 and Prayer















^ (Ps. 15:1, 2) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.

Or “with integrity.”


^ (Ps. 15:3) He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.

Or “shame.”


^ (Ps. 15:4, 5) He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 11:3) When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”

Or “the foundations of justice.”


^ (Ps. 16:10) For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.*

Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | PSALMS 11-18

Who May Be a Guest in Jehovah’s Tent?





To be a guest in Jehovah’s tent means that a person is a friend of God, one who trusts in him and obeys him. Psalm 15 describes what Jehovah looks for in a friend.






JEHOVAH’S GUEST MUST . . .


	  have integrity



	  speak the truth, even in his heart



	  show honor to fellow servants of Jehovah



	  keep his word, even if it is difficult



	  help those in need without expecting anything in return










JEHOVAH’S GUEST AVOIDS . . .


	  gossip and slander



	  doing what is bad to his neighbor



	  taking advantage of Christian brothers



	  associating with those not serving or obeying Jehovah



	  taking a bribe













[image: A tent]




^ (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Ways to Use JW Library




FOR STUDY:


	  Read the Bible and the daily text



	  Read the Yearbook, magazines, and other publications. Use the bookmark feature



	  Prepare for congregation meetings, and highlight the answers



	  Watch videos







[image: Jehovah’s Witnesses study on their electronic devices while riding public transportation]







AT MEETINGS:


	  Look up scriptures referred to by the speaker. Use the history feature to return to a scripture



	  Instead of bringing multiple printed publications to the meeting, use your device to follow the various parts and to sing the songs. JW Library has the new songs that are not yet in the printed songbook







[image: Jehovah’s Witnesses use JW Library at a congregation meeting]







IN THE MINISTRY:


	  Show an interested person something from JW Library, and then help him download the app and publications to his own device



	  Use the search feature to locate a Bible verse. If a phrase does not appear in the revised New World Translation, switch to the Reference Bible and search again



	  Show a video. If the householder has children, you can play one of the Become Jehovah’s Friend videos. Or you can show the video Why Study the Bible? to stimulate interest in a Bible study. If someone speaks another language, show a video in his language



	  Show someone a scripture in another language, using a translation that you previously downloaded. Go to the scripture, tap the verse number, and then tap the parallel rendering icon







[image: Jehovah’s Witnesses play a video for a little girl and her parents]












May 23-29

PSALMS 19-25





	  Song 116 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Prophecies Give Details About the Messiah”: (10 min.)

	Ps 22:1—The Messiah would seem forsaken by God (w11 8/15 15 ¶16)



	Ps 22:7, 8—The Messiah would be reviled (w11 8/15 15 ¶13)



	Ps 22:18—Lots were to be cast for the Messiah’s clothing (w11 8/15 15 ¶14)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ps 19:14—What practical lesson can we learn from this verse? (w06 5/15 19 ¶8)



	Ps 23:1, 2—How is Jehovah a loving Shepherd? (w02 9/15 32 ¶1-2)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 25:1-22










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) bh—Read a scripture from a mobile device.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) bh—Use the search feature of JW Library to locate a Bible verse that answers a question raised by the householder.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 129-130 ¶11-12—Briefly show the student how he can use JW Library to prepare for the study using a mobile device.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 55



	  “Ways to Use JW Library”—Part 2: (15 min.) Discussion. Play and briefly discuss the videos Download and Manage Bibles and Search in a Bible or Publication. Then discuss the last subheading of the article. Invite those in the audience to relate additional ways they have used JW Library in the ministry.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) ia chap. 16 ¶1-15



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 139 and Prayer















^ (Ps. 22:1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?



^ (Ps. 22:7, 8) All those seeing me mock me; They sneer and shake their heads in derision:  8 “He entrusted himself to Jehovah. Let Him rescue him! Let Him save him, for he is so dear to Him!”



^ (Ps. 22:18) They divide my garments among themselves, And they cast lots for my clothing.



^ (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.



^ (Ps. 23:1, 2) Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*

Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | PSALMS 19-25

Prophecies Give Details About the Messiah





	SCRIPTURE


	PROPHECY


	FULFILLMENT




	Psalm 22:1


	Seemingly forsaken by God


	Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34




	Psalm 22:7, 8


	Mocked while on the stake


	Matthew 27:39-43




	Psalm 22:16


	Nailed to a stake


	Matthew 27:31; Mark 15:25; John 20:25




	Psalm 22:18


	Lots cast for his garments


	Matthew 27:35




	Psalm 22:22


	Takes the lead in declaring Jehovah’s name


	John 17:6









[image: A ridiculer slaps Jesus; later, people grieve as he dies on a torture stake]










^ (Ps. 22:1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?



^ (Matt. 27:46) About the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud voice, saying: “Eʹli, Eʹli, laʹma sa·bach·thaʹni?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



^ (Mark 15:34) And at the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud voice: “Eʹli, Eʹli, laʹma sa·bach·thaʹni?” which means, when translated: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



^ (Ps. 22:7, 8) All those seeing me mock me; They sneer and shake their heads in derision:  8 “He entrusted himself to Jehovah. Let Him rescue him! Let Him save him, for he is so dear to Him!”



^ (Matt. 27:39-43) And those passing by spoke abusively of him, shaking their heads 40 and saying: “You who would throw down the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are a son of God, come down off the torture stake!”* 41 In the same way also, the chief priests with the scribes and the elders began mocking him, saying: 42 “Others he saved; himself he cannot save! He is King of Israel; let him now come down off the torture stake,* and we will believe in him. 43 He has put his trust in God; let Him now rescue him if He wants him, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’”

See Glossary.
See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 22:16) For dogs surround me; They close in on me like a pack of evildoers, Like a lion they are at my hands and feet.



^ (Matt. 27:31) Finally, after they had mocked him, they stripped him of the cloak and put his outer garments on him and led him off to be nailed to the stake.



^ (Mark 15:25) It was now the third hour,* and they nailed him to the stake.

That is, about 9:00 a.m.


^ (John 20:25) So the other disciples were telling him: “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them: “Unless I see in his hands the print* of the nails and stick my finger into the print of the nails and stick my hand into his side, I will never believe it.”

Or “mark.”


^ (Ps. 22:18) They divide my garments among themselves, And they cast lots for my clothing.



^ (Matt. 27:35) When they had nailed him to the stake, they distributed his outer garments by casting lots,



^ (Ps. 22:22) I will declare your name to my brothers; In the midst of the congregation I will praise you.



^ (John 17:6) “I have made your name manifest* to the men whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have observed* your word.

Or “known.”
Or “obeyed.”







May 30–June 5

PSALMS 26-33





	  Song 23 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Look to Jehovah for Courage”: (10 min.)

	Ps 27:1-3—Thinking about how Jehovah is our light will give us courage (w12 7/15 22-23 ¶3-6)



	Ps 27:4—Appreciation for true worship fortifies us (w12 7/15 24 ¶7)



	Ps 27:10—Jehovah is ready to support his servants when others desert them (w12 7/15 24 ¶9-10)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ps 26:6—How do we, like David, figuratively march around Jehovah’s altar? (w06 5/15 19 ¶11)



	Ps 32:8—What is one benefit of receiving insight from Jehovah? (w09 6/1 5 ¶3)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ps 32:1–33:8










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) kt—Read a scripture from a mobile device.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Demonstrate how to offer a Bible study to someone on your magazine route by showing the video What Happens at a Bible Study? from JW Library.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 9—Briefly show the student how he can use JW Library to prepare for the meetings.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 130



	  Local needs: (15 min.) As an option, discuss the lessons learned from the Yearbook. (yb16 112-113; 135-136)



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) ia chap. 16 ¶16-29, the box “A Prophecy Fulfilled,” and the chapter review



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 16 and Prayer















^ (Ps. 27:1-3) Jehovah is my light and my salvation. Whom should I fear? Jehovah is the stronghold of my life. Whom should I dread?  2 When evil men attacked me to devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies were the ones who stumbled and fell.  3 Though an army should set up camp against me, My heart will not fear. Though war should break out against me, Even then I will remain confident.



^ (Ps. 27:4) One thing I have asked from Jehovah —It is what I will look for— That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, To gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah And to look with appreciation* upon his temple.*

Or “to look contemplatively.”
Or “sanctuary.”


^ (Ps. 27:10) Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.



^ (Ps. 26:6) I will wash my hands in innocence, And I will march around your altar, O Jehovah,



^ (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | PSALMS 26-33

Look to Jehovah for Courage




Remembering Jehovah’s saving acts gave David courage


27:1-3

	  Jehovah saved young David from a lion



	  Jehovah helped David kill a bear to protect the flock



	  Jehovah supported David when he killed Goliath












[image: David remembers how Jehovah saved him from a lion, helped him kill a bear, and supported him when he killed Goliath]


What can help us to have courage like David?


27:4, 7, 11

	  Prayer



	  Preaching



	  Attending meetings



	  Personal study and family worship



	  Encouraging others



	  Remembering how Jehovah helped us in the past













^ (Ps. 27:1-3) Jehovah is my light and my salvation. Whom should I fear? Jehovah is the stronghold of my life. Whom should I dread?  2 When evil men attacked me to devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies were the ones who stumbled and fell.  3 Though an army should set up camp against me, My heart will not fear. Though war should break out against me, Even then I will remain confident.



^ (Ps. 27:4) One thing I have asked from Jehovah —It is what I will look for— That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, To gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah And to look with appreciation* upon his temple.*

Or “to look contemplatively.”
Or “sanctuary.”


^ (Ps. 27:7) Hear me, O Jehovah, when I cry out; Show me favor and answer me.



^ (Ps. 27:11) Instruct me in your way, O Jehovah, Lead me in the path of uprightness because of my foes.







1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8






^ ***wp16 p. 16 What Does the Bible Say?***


What Does the Bible Say?



Does God have a name?

SOME PEOPLE SAY that he has no name, others say that it is God or Lord, and still others say that he has dozens of names. What do you think?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“You, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”—Psalm 83:18.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  Although God has many titles, he has given himself only one name.—Exodus 3:15.



	  God is not a mystery; he wants us to get to know him.—Acts 17:27.



	  Knowing God’s name can be the first step to having a friendship with him.—James 4:8.





Is it wrong to pronounce God’s name?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

	  Yes



	  No



	  It depends





WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“You must not take up the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless way.” (Exodus 20:7) The only time it is wrong to use God’s name is if this is done disrespectfully.—Jeremiah 29:9.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  Jesus knew and used God’s name.—John 17:25, 26.



	  God invites us to address him by name.—Psalm 105:1.



	  God’s enemies try to make people forget his name.—Jeremiah 23:27.







For more information, see chapter 1 of this book, What Does the Bible Really Teach?, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses

Also available at www.jw.org





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Ex. 3:15) Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.



^ (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ex. 20:7) “You must not take up the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless way, for Jehovah will not leave unpunished the one who takes up His name in a worthless way.



^ (Jer. 29:9) For ‘they are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,’ declares Jehovah.”’”



^ (John 17:25, 26) Righteous Father, the world has, indeed, not come to know you, but I know you, and these have come to know that you sent me. 26 I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Jer. 23:27) They intend to make my people forget my name by the dreams they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot my name because of Baʹal.















^ (Job 38:1-42:17) Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  2 “Who is this who is obscuring my counsel And speaking without knowledge?  3 Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  4 Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?  8 And who barricaded the sea behind doors When it burst out from the womb,  9 When I clothed it with clouds And wrapped* it in thick gloom, 10 When I established my limit for it And put its bars and doors in place, 11 And I said, ‘You may come this far, and no farther; Here is where your proud waves will stop’? 12 Have you ever* commanded the morning Or made the dawn know its place, 13 To take hold of the ends of the earth And to shake the wicked out of it? 14 It is transformed like clay under a seal, And its features stand out like those of a garment. 15 But the light of the wicked is held back from them, And their uplifted arm is broken. 16 Have you gone down to the sources of the sea Or explored the deep waters? 17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, Or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?* 18 Have you understood the vast expanse of the earth? Tell me, if you know all of this. 19 In which direction does the light reside? And where is the place of darkness, 20 That you should take it to its territory And understand the paths to its home? 21 Do you know this because you were already born And the number of your years* is great? 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, Or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, 23 Which I have reserved for the time of distress, For the day of battle and war? 24 From what direction is light* dispersed, And from where does the east wind blow on the earth? 25 Who has cut a channel for the flood And made a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 26 To make it rain where no man lives, On the wilderness where there are no humans, 27 To satisfy devastated wastelands And cause the grass to sprout? 28 Does the rain have a father, Or who fathered the dewdrops? 29 From whose womb did the ice emerge, And who gave birth to the frost of heaven 30 When the waters are covered as if with stone, And the surface of the deep waters is frozen solid? 31 Can you tie the ropes of the Kiʹmah constellation* Or untie the cords of the Keʹsil constellation?* 32 Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’ 36 Who put wisdom within the clouds* Or gave understanding to the sky phenomenon?* 37 Who is wise enough to count the clouds, Or who can tip over the water jars of heaven 38 When the dust pours into a mass And the clods of earth stick together? 39 Can you hunt prey for a lion Or satisfy the appetites of young lions 40 When they crouch in their lairs Or lie in ambush in their dens? 41 Who prepares food for the raven When its young cry to God for help And wander about because there is nothing to eat? 
39 “Do you know the time when the mountain goats give birth? Have you watched the deer give birth to their young?  2 Do you count the months that they must complete? Do you know the time when they give birth?  3 They crouch down when they give birth to their young, And their labor pains end.  4 Their young become strong and grow up in the open field; They go out and do not return to them.  5 Who set the wild donkey* free, And who untied the ropes of the wild donkey?  6 I have made the desert plain its home And the salt land its dwelling.  7 It scorns the tumult of the city; It does not hear the shouts of the driver.  8 It roams the hills, seeking pasture, Looking for every green plant.  9 Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?* 10 Will you hold a wild bull to the furrow with a rope, Or will it follow you to plow* the valley? 11 Will you trust in its great strength And let it do your heavy work? 12 Will you rely on it to bring back your harvest,* And will it gather it to your threshing floor? 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, But can her pinions and plumage compare with the stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And she keeps them warm in the dust. 15 She forgets that some foot may crush them Or that a wild animal may trample them. 16 She treats her sons harshly, as if they were not hers; She has no fear that her labor may be in vain. 17 For God has deprived her of* wisdom And given her no share in understanding. 18 But when she rises up and flaps her wings, She laughs at the horse and at its rider. 19 Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying. 21 It paws the ground in the valley and exults mightily; It charges into the battle.* 22 It laughs at fear and is afraid of nothing. It does not turn back because of the sword. 23 The quiver rattles against it, The spear and the javelin flash. 24 Trembling with excitement, it surges forward,* It cannot stand still at* the sound of the horn. 25 When the horn blows, it says, ‘Aha!’ It smells the battle from afar And hears the shouting of commanders and the battle cry. 26 Is it by your understanding that the falcon soars, Spreading its wings to the south? 27 Or is it at your order that an eagle flies upward And builds its nest high up, 28 Spending the night on a cliff, Dwelling in its stronghold on a rocky crag?* 29 From there it searches for food; Its eyes look far into the distance. 30 Its young sip up blood; And wherever the slain are, there it is.” 
40 Jehovah continued to answer Job:  2 “Should a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Let the one who wants to reprove God answer.”  3 Job said in answer to Jehovah:  4 “Look! I am unworthy. What can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth.  5 I spoke once, but I will not answer again; Twice, but I will say no more.”  6 Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  7 “Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  8 Will you call into question* my justice? Will you condemn me so that you may be right?  9 Do you have an arm as powerful as the true God’s, Or can your voice thunder like his? 10 Adorn yourself, please, with glory and majesty; Clothe yourself with dignity and splendor. 11 Release the fury of your anger; Look at everyone who is haughty, and bring him low. 12 Look at everyone who is haughty, and humble him, And tread down the wicked where they stand. 13 Hide them all in the dust; Bind them* in the hidden place, 14 Then even I would acknowledge to you* That your right hand can save you. 15 Here, now, is Be·heʹmoth,* which I made as I made you. It eats grass like a bull. 16 Look at the strength in its hips And the power in the muscles of its belly! 17 It stiffens its tail like a cedar; The sinews of its thighs are woven together. 18 Its bones are tubes of copper; Its limbs are like wrought-iron rods. 19 It ranks first* among the works of God; Only its Maker can approach it with his sword. 20 For the mountains produce food for it, Where all the wild animals play. 21 It lies down under the lotus trees, In the shelter of the reeds of the marsh. 22 The lotus trees cast their shadow on it, And the poplars of the valley* surround it. 23 If the river is turbulent, it does not panic. It is confident, although the Jordan rushes against its mouth. 24 Can anyone capture it while it is watching, Or pierce its nose with a hook?* 
41 “Can you catch Le·viʹa·than* with a fishhook Or hold down its tongue with a rope?  2 Can you put a rope* through its nostrils Or pierce its jaws with a hook?*  3 Will it make many pleas to you, Or will it speak gently to you?  4 Will it make a covenant with you, So that you may make it your slave for life?  5 Will you play with it as with a bird Or tie it on a leash for your little girls?  6 Will traders barter for it? Will they divide it up among merchants?  7 Will you fill its hide with harpoons Or its head with fishing spears?  8 Lay your hand on it; You will remember the battle and never do it again!  9 Any hope of subduing it is futile. The mere sight of it would overwhelm you.* 10 No one dares to stir it up. So who is it who can stand up to me? 11 Who has given me anything first that I should repay him? Whatever is under the heavens is mine. 12 I will not be silent about its limbs, About its mightiness and its well-formed body. 13 Who has removed its outer covering? Who will enter its open jaws? 14 Who can pry open the doors of its mouth?* Its teeth all around are fearsome. 15 Its back has rows of scales* Tightly sealed together. 16 Each one fits so closely to the other That no air can come between them. 17 They are stuck to one another; They cling together and cannot be separated. 18 Its snorting flashes out light, And its eyes are like the rays of dawn. 19 Flashes of lightning go out of its mouth; Fiery sparks escape. 20 Smoke pours out of its nostrils, Like a furnace fueled with rushes. 21 Its breath sets coals ablaze, And a flame shoots from its mouth. 22 There is great strength in its neck, And dismay runs before it. 23 The folds of its flesh are tightly joined together; They are firm, as though cast upon it and immovable. 24 Its heart is hard as stone, Yes, hard as a lower millstone. 25 When it rises up, even the mighty are frightened; Its thrashing causes bewilderment. 26 No sword that reaches it will prevail; Nor will spear, dart, or arrowhead. 27 It regards iron as straw, Copper as rotten wood. 28 An arrow does not make it flee; Slingstones turn into stubble against it. 29 It regards a club as stubble, And it laughs at the rattling of a javelin. 30 Underneath, it is like sharp fragments of pottery; It spreads itself in the mud like a threshing sledge. 31 It makes the deep boil just like a pot; It stirs up the sea like an ointment pot. 32 It leaves a glistening wake in its path. One would think that the deep had white hair. 33 There is nothing like it on the earth, A creature made to have no fear. 34 It glares at everything that is haughty. It is king over all the majestic wild beasts.” 
42 Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.” 7 After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.” 9 So Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite went and did what Jehovah had told them to do. And Jehovah accepted Job’s prayer. 10 After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Or “swaddled.”
Lit., “in your days.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Lit., “days.”
Or possibly, “lightning.”
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”
Or possibly, “within man.”
Or possibly, “to the mind.”
Or “onager.”
Or “manger.”
Or “harrow.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “made her forget.”
Lit., “It goes out to meet armor.”
Lit., “swallows the ground (earth).”
Or possibly, “It does not believe.”
Lit., “on the tooth of a crag.”
Or “invalidate.”
Lit., “their faces.”
Or “commend you.”
Possibly the hippopotamus.
Lit., “It is the beginning.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “snare.”
Possibly the crocodile.
Lit., “a rush.”
Lit., “thorn.”
Or “hurl you down.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Its pride is its rows of scales.”
Or “make a retraction.”
Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”
Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”
Lit., “old and full of days.”


^ (Job 41:1-26) “Can you catch Le·viʹa·than* with a fishhook Or hold down its tongue with a rope?  2 Can you put a rope* through its nostrils Or pierce its jaws with a hook?*  3 Will it make many pleas to you, Or will it speak gently to you?  4 Will it make a covenant with you, So that you may make it your slave for life?  5 Will you play with it as with a bird Or tie it on a leash for your little girls?  6 Will traders barter for it? Will they divide it up among merchants?  7 Will you fill its hide with harpoons Or its head with fishing spears?  8 Lay your hand on it; You will remember the battle and never do it again!  9 Any hope of subduing it is futile. The mere sight of it would overwhelm you.* 10 No one dares to stir it up. So who is it who can stand up to me? 11 Who has given me anything first that I should repay him? Whatever is under the heavens is mine. 12 I will not be silent about its limbs, About its mightiness and its well-formed body. 13 Who has removed its outer covering? Who will enter its open jaws? 14 Who can pry open the doors of its mouth?* Its teeth all around are fearsome. 15 Its back has rows of scales* Tightly sealed together. 16 Each one fits so closely to the other That no air can come between them. 17 They are stuck to one another; They cling together and cannot be separated. 18 Its snorting flashes out light, And its eyes are like the rays of dawn. 19 Flashes of lightning go out of its mouth; Fiery sparks escape. 20 Smoke pours out of its nostrils, Like a furnace fueled with rushes. 21 Its breath sets coals ablaze, And a flame shoots from its mouth. 22 There is great strength in its neck, And dismay runs before it. 23 The folds of its flesh are tightly joined together; They are firm, as though cast upon it and immovable. 24 Its heart is hard as stone, Yes, hard as a lower millstone. 25 When it rises up, even the mighty are frightened; Its thrashing causes bewilderment. 26 No sword that reaches it will prevail; Nor will spear, dart, or arrowhead.

Possibly the crocodile.
Lit., “a rush.”
Lit., “thorn.”
Or “hurl you down.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Its pride is its rows of scales.”





^ ***sn song 63 Ever Loyal***


Song 63

Ever Loyal


(Psalm 18:25)


1. Ever loyal to Jehovah,

Loyal love we wish to show.

As a people, dedicated,

His commands we want to know.

His advice will never fail us,

And his counsel we obey.

He is loyal; we can trust him.

From his side we’ll never stray.

2. Ever loyal to our brothers,

Sticking close in times of need.

Ever caring, always trusting,

Ever kind in word and deed.

We show honor to our brothers

And respect them from the heart.

Let the Bible draw us closer;

From their side we’ll never part.

3. Ever loyal to their guidance

When our brothers take the lead.

When they give us clear direction,

May our mind and heart give heed.

Then the blessing from Jehovah

Will be ours to make us strong.

When we’re loyal, ever faithful,

To Jehovah we’ll belong.



(See also Ps. 149:1; 1 Tim. 2:8; Heb. 13:17.)





^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 149:1) Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (1 Tim. 2:8) So I desire that in every place the men carry on prayer, lifting up loyal hands, without anger and debates.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”








^ ***w13 6/15 p. 21 Appreciate Jehovah’s Loyalty and Forgiveness***


17. What can help us if we have been hurt by a fellow believer?

17 Of course, it is not always easy to forgive. Even some anointed Christians in the first century apparently found it challenging to settle their differences. (Phil. 4:2) If we have been hurt by a fellow believer, what can help us? Consider Job. He was deeply hurt when his “friends”—Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar—hurled baseless accusations at him. (Job 10:1; 19:2) In the end, Jehovah reproved those false accusers. God directed them to go to Job and present an offering for their sins. (Job 42:7-9) But Jehovah also required that Job do something. What was it? Jehovah directed Job to pray in behalf of his former accusers. Job did as Jehovah asked, and Jehovah blessed him for his forgiving spirit. (Read Job 42:10, 12, 16, 17.) The lesson for us? A sincere prayer in behalf of someone who has offended us may help us to let go of resentment.





^ par. 17 (Phil. 4:2) I urge Eu·oʹdi·a and I urge Synʹty·che to be of the same mind in the Lord.



^ par. 17 (Job 10:1) “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*

Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^ par. 17 (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ par. 17 (Job 42:7-9) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.” 9 So Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite went and did what Jehovah had told them to do. And Jehovah accepted Job’s prayer.

Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”


^ par. 17 (Job 42:10) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before.

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^ par. 17 (Job 42:12) So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys.



^ par. 17 (Job 42:16, 17) After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Lit., “old and full of days.”








^ ***w98 5/1 p. 30 Job’s Integrity Is Rewarded***

First, Jehovah reproved Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar. Addressing Eliphaz, evidently the eldest, he said: “My anger has grown hot against you and your two companions, for you men have not spoken concerning me what is truthful as has my servant Job. And now take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and you men must offer up a burnt sacrifice in your own behalf; and Job my servant will himself pray for you.” (Job 42:7, 8) Think of what this implied!

Jehovah required a considerable sacrifice from Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, perhaps to impress upon them the gravity of their sin. Indeed, either wittingly or unwittingly, they had blasphemed God by saying that he ‘has no faith in his servants’ and that it did not really matter to him whether Job was faithful or not. Eliphaz even said that in God’s eyes Job was of no more value than a moth! (Job 4:18, 19; 22:2, 3) No wonder Jehovah said: “You men have not spoken concerning me what is truthful”!

But that is not all. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar also sinned against Job personally by telling him that his problems were of his own making. Their baseless accusations and utter lack of empathy left Job embittered and depressed, causing him to cry out: “How long will you men keep irritating my soul and keep crushing me with words?” (Job 10:1; 19:2) Imagine the expressions of shame on the faces of these three men as they now had to present Job with an offering for their sins!

But Job was not to gloat over their humiliation. Indeed, Jehovah required that he pray in behalf of his accusers. Job did just as he was instructed, and for this he was blessed. First, Jehovah cured his dreaded disease. Then, Job’s brothers, sisters, and former associates came to comfort him, “and they proceeded each one to give him a piece of money and each one a gold ring.”* Moreover, Job “came to have fourteen thousand sheep and six thousand camels and a thousand spans of cattle and a thousand she-asses.”* And Job’s wife was evidently reconciled with him. In time, Job was blessed with seven sons and three daughters, and he lived to see four generations of his offspring.—Job 42:10-17.



^ (Job 42:7, 8) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.”

Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”


^ (Job 4:18, 19) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth!

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 22:2, 3) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 10:1) “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*

Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^ (Job 19:2) “How long will you keep irritating my soul,* Crushing me with words?

Or “irritating me.” See Glossary.


^ (Job 42:10-17) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”
Lit., “old and full of days.”






^ par. 9 The value of “a piece of money” (Hebrew, qesi·tahʹ) cannot be determined. But “a hundred pieces of money” bought a sizable tract of land in Jacob’s day. (Joshua 24:32) Therefore, “a piece of money” from each visitor was likely more than a token gift.


^ par. 9 Likely, the gender of the asses is mentioned because of their value as breeders.






^ (Josh. 24:32) The bones of Joseph, which the Israelites had brought up out of Egypt, were buried in Sheʹchem in the portion of the field that Jacob had acquired from the sons of Haʹmor, Sheʹchem’s father, for 100 pieces of money; and it became the inheritance of the sons of Joseph.









^ ***w98 5/1 p. 31 Job’s Integrity Is Rewarded***

Before Job was restored to a healthy state, Jehovah required that he pray in behalf of those who transgressed against him. What a fine example for us! Jehovah requires that we forgive those who sin against us before our own sins can be forgiven. (Matthew 6:12; Ephesians 4:32) If we are not willing to forgive others when there is sound basis for doing so, can we rightly expect Jehovah to be merciful to us?—Matthew 18:21-35.



^ (Matt. 6:12) and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.



^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Matt. 18:21-35) Then Peter came and said to him: “Lord, how many times is my brother to sin against me and am I to forgive him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him: “I say to you, not up to seven times, but up to 77 times. 23 “That is why the Kingdom of the heavens may be likened to a king who wanted to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he started to settle them, a man was brought in who owed him 10,000 talents.* 25 But because he did not have the means to pay it back, his master ordered him and his wife and his children and all the things he owned to be sold and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell down and did obeisance* to him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay back everything to you.’ 27 Moved with pity at this, the master of that slave let him off and canceled his debt. 28 But that slave went out and found one of his fellow slaves, who owed him 100 de·narʹi·i,* and grabbed him and began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay back whatever you owe.’ 29 So his fellow slave fell down and began to beg him, saying, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.’ 30 However, he was not willing, but he went and had him thrown into prison until he could pay back what he owed. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they became greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all the things that had happened. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him: ‘Wicked slave, I canceled all that debt for you when you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not also have shown mercy to your fellow slave as I showed mercy to you?’ 34 With that his master, provoked to wrath, handed him over to the jailers until he repaid all that he owed. 35 My heavenly Father will also deal with you in the same way if each of you does not forgive your brother from your heart.”

10,000 talents of silver equaled 60,000,000 denarii. See App. B14.
Or “bowed down.”
See App. B14.








^ ***w94 11/15 p. 20 Job’s Reward—A Source of Hope***

Promised Rewards Give Us Hope

19. In connection with Job, how did Jehovah show His superiority over the Devil?

19 As soon as Job quit worrying about his sufferings and was revived in God’s service, Jehovah changed matters for him. After Job prayed for the trio, God ‘turned back his captive condition’ and gave him ‘all that had been his in double amount.’ Jehovah showed His superiority over the Devil by turning back Satan’s disease-infecting hand and miraculously healing Job. God also pushed back the demon hordes and held them at bay by again putting a hedge about Job with His angelic encampment.—Job 42:10; Psalm 34:7.

20. In what ways did Jehovah reward and bless Job?

20 Job’s brothers, sisters, and former acquaintances kept coming to eat with him, sympathize with him, and comfort him over the calamity Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave Job money and a gold ring. Jehovah blessed the end of Job more than his beginning, so that he came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 spans of cattle, and 1,000 she-asses. Job also came to have seven sons and three daughters, the same number he previously had. His daughters—Jemimah, Keziah, and Keren-happuch—were the prettiest women in the land, and Job gave them an inheritance among their brothers. (Job 42:11-15) Moreover, Job lived another 140 years and saw four generations of his offspring. The account concludes: “Gradually Job died, old and satisfied with days.” (Job 42:16, 17) The extension of his life was the miraculous work of Jehovah God.



^ par. 19 (Job 42:10) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before.

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^ par. 19 (Ps. 34:7) The angel of Jehovah camps all around those fearing Him, And he rescues them.



^ par. 20 (Job 42:11-15) All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers.



^ par. 20 (Job 42:16, 17) After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Lit., “old and full of days.”








^ ***bh p. 97 Spirit Creatures—How They Affect Us***


 3. What does Job 38:4-7 tell us about angels?

3 God’s Word, the Bible, tells us that when the earth was founded, “all the sons of God began shouting in applause.” (Job 38:4-7) Angels thus existed long before humans were created, even before the creation of the earth. This Bible passage also shows that angels have feelings, for it says that they “joyfully cried out together.” Note that “all the sons of God” rejoiced together. At that time, all the angels were part of a united family serving Jehovah God.





^ (Job 38:4-7) Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ par. 3 (Job 38:4-7) Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.








^ ***w15 10/15 p. 8 Do You See God’s Hand in Your Life?***


16. What can we do to see God as Job did?

16 Job got so distracted by his own concerns that he neglected to see things from God’s viewpoint. (Job 42:3-6) Like Job, we too may need to put forth greater effort to see God. How can we do that? In the light of the Scriptures, we need to meditate on what is happening around us. As we become aware of how Jehovah supports us, he will become more real to us. Then, like Job, we can say: “My ears have heard about you, but now I do see you with my eyes.”

17, 18. (a) In what ways might we discern that Jehovah is helping us? (b) Relate an experience that demonstrates how God is helping us today.

17 How might we see Jehovah’s hand? Here are some examples: Perhaps you feel that the way you received the truth was clearly at God’s direction. Have you ever attended Christian meetings, heard a part, and said: “That was just what I needed”? Or you may have experienced an answer to a prayer. Maybe you decided to expand your ministry and were amazed at how Jehovah helped to work things out for you. Or have you ever experienced leaving a job for spiritual reasons and then seen the truth of God’s promise: “I will never abandon you”? (Heb. 13:5) By being spiritually alert, we can discern how Jehovah has helped us in many ways.





^ par. 16 (Job 42:3-6) You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^ par. 17 (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”









^ ***sn song 60 He Will Make You Strong***


Song 60

He Will Make You Strong


(1 Peter 5:10)


1. There was a reason why God brought the truth to you

And called you from the darkness to the light.

Within your heart, he saw the yearning you then had

To search for him and practice what is right.

You promised him in prayer to do his will;

He helped you then, and he will help you still.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you, to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm, and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you, as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm, and he will make you strong.



2. God gave his own beloved Son in your behalf;

On this account, He wants you to succeed.

If He did not withhold the gift of His dear Son,

Then never doubt He’ll give the strength you need.

He won’t forget the faith and love you’ve shown;

He will not fail to care for all His own.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you, to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm, and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you, as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm, and he will make you strong.





(See also Rom. 8:32; 14:8, 9; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 2:9.)





^ (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^ (Rom. 8:32) Since he did not even spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also, along with him, kindly give us all other things?



^ (Rom. 14:8, 9) For if we live, we live to Jehovah,* and if we die, we die to Jehovah.* So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah.* 9 For to this end Christ died and came to life again, so that he might be Lord over both the dead and the living.

See App. A5.
See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.








^ ***ia pp. 121-124 He Learned a Lesson in Mercy***


14. How did Jonah react to Jehovah’s mercy on Nineveh?

14 How did Jonah react when destruction did not come at the time he expected it to? We read: “To Jonah, though, it was highly displeasing, and he got to be hot with anger.” (Jonah 4:1) Jonah even uttered a prayer that sounds like a rebuke of the Almighty! Jonah suggested that he should have stayed home, on his own ground. He claimed that he knew all along that Jehovah would not bring calamity on Nineveh, even using that as an excuse for his running away to Tarshish in the first place. Then he asked to die, saying that death would be better than life.—Read Jonah 4:2, 3.

15. (a) What may have led Jonah into a downward spiral? (b) How did Jehovah deal with his distressed prophet?

15 What was troubling Jonah? We cannot know all that went through his mind, but we do know that Jonah had proclaimed doom to Nineveh before all those people. They had believed him. And now, no doom was coming. Did he fear being ridiculed or being labeled a false prophet? Whatever the case, he did not rejoice over the people’s repentance or over Jehovah’s mercy. Instead, it seems, he was on a downward spiral into a mire of bitterness, self-pity, and wounded pride. Evidently, though, Jonah’s merciful God still saw good in this distressed prophet. Instead of punishing Jonah for his disrespect, Jehovah simply asked him one gentle, probing question: “Have you rightly become hot with anger?” (Jonah 4:4) Did Jonah even answer? The Bible record is silent.

16. In what ways might some find themselves disagreeing with God, and what lesson can we learn from Jonah’s example?

16 It is easy to judge Jonah for his conduct, but we do well to remember that it is not unusual for imperfect humans to disagree with God. Some may believe that Jehovah should have prevented a tragedy or that he should have executed swift judgment against the wicked or even that he should have brought an end to this whole world system of things before now. Jonah’s example serves to remind us that when we disagree with Jehovah God, it is always our own point of view that needs an adjustment—never His.

How Jehovah Taught Jonah a Lesson

17, 18. (a) What did Jonah do after leaving Nineveh? (b) How did Jehovah’s miracles involving a bottle-gourd plant affect Jonah?

17 The despondent prophet left Nineveh and headed, not home, but eastward, where some mountains overlooked the region. He built a little shelter and settled in to wait—and to watch Nineveh. Perhaps he still clung to the hope of witnessing her destruction. How would Jehovah teach this hardheaded man to be merciful?

18 Overnight, Jehovah caused a bottle-gourd plant to sprout up. Jonah woke to see this luxuriant growth, with its broad leaves providing far more shade than his flimsy shelter ever could. His spirits lifted. “Jonah began to rejoice greatly” over the plant, perhaps viewing its miraculous appearance as a sign of God’s blessing and approval. However, Jehovah wanted to do more for Jonah than simply deliver him from the heat and from his own petulant anger. He wanted to reach Jonah’s heart. So God performed additional miracles. He sent a worm to attack and kill the plant. Then he sent “a parching east wind” until Jonah began “swooning away” because of the heat. The man’s spirits plummeted, and again he asked God that he might die.—Jonah 4:6-8.

19, 20. How did Jehovah reason with Jonah about the bottle-gourd plant?

19 Once more Jehovah asked Jonah if he was rightly angry, this time over the death of the bottle-gourd plant. Instead of repenting, Jonah justified himself, saying: “I have rightly become hot with anger, to the point of death.” The stage was now set for Jehovah to drive the lesson home.—Jonah 4:9.

20 God reasoned with Jonah, saying that the prophet was feeling sorry over the death of a mere plant that had sprung up overnight, one that Jonah neither planted nor caused to grow. Then God concluded: “For my part, ought I not to feel sorry for Nineveh the great city, in which there exist more than one hundred and twenty thousand men who do not at all know the difference between their right hand and their left, besides many domestic animals?”—Jonah 4:10, 11.*

21. (a) What object lesson did Jehovah teach Jonah? (b) How may the account about Jonah help us to take an honest look at ourselves?

21 Do you see the depth of Jehovah’s object lesson? Jonah had never done a thing to take care of that plant. Jehovah, on the other hand, was the Source of life for those Ninevites and had sustained them, as he does all creatures on earth. How could Jonah place more value on a single plant than he did on the lives of 120,000 humans, in addition to all their livestock? Was it not because Jonah had allowed his thinking to become selfish? After all, he felt sorry for the plant only because it had benefited him personally. Did not his anger over Nineveh spring from motives that were likewise selfish—a prideful desire to save face, to be proved right? Jonah’s story may help us to take an honest look at ourselves. Who of us is immune to such selfish tendencies? How grateful we should be that Jehovah patiently teaches us to be more selfless, more compassionate, more merciful—as he is!

22. (a) How was Jonah evidently affected by Jehovah’s wise instruction about mercy? (b) What lesson do we all need to learn?

22 The question is, Did Jonah take the lesson to heart? The book bearing his name ends with Jehovah’s question hanging there—in effect, still echoing. Some critics might complain that Jonah never answers. In truth, though, his answer is there. It is the book itself. You see, evidence indicates that Jonah wrote the book bearing his name. Just imagine that prophet, once again safe in his homeland, writing this account. We can almost picture an older, wiser, humbler man ruefully shaking his head as he describes his own mistakes, his rebellion, and his stubborn refusal to show mercy. Clearly, Jonah did learn a vital lesson from Jehovah’s wise instruction. He learned to be merciful. Will we?—Read Matthew 5:7.





^ par. 14 (Jonah 4:1) But this was highly displeasing to Joʹnah, and he became hot with anger.



^ par. 14 (Jonah 4:2, 3) So he prayed to Jehovah: “Ah, now, Jehovah, was this not my concern when I was in my own land? That is why I tried to flee to Tarʹshish in the first place; for I knew that you are a compassionate* and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant in loyal love, one who feels grieved over calamity. 3 Now, O Jehovah, please take away my life,* for it is better for me to die than to live.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “soul.”


^ par. 15 (Jonah 4:4) Jehovah asked: “Is it right for you to be so angry?”



^ par. 18 (Jonah 4:6-8) Jehovah God then provided a bottle-gourd plant* to grow up over Joʹnah, to give him shade for his head and to relieve his misery. And Joʹnah was very pleased with the bottle-gourd plant. 7 But the true God sent a worm at the break of dawn on the next day, and it attacked the bottle-gourd plant, and it withered. 8 When the sun began to shine, God also sent a scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on Joʹnah’s head, and he grew faint. He kept asking to die,* and he kept saying, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

Or possibly, “castor-oil plant.”
Or “that his soul might die.”


^ par. 19 (Jonah 4:9) God asked Joʹnah: “Is it right for you to be so angry over the bottle-gourd plant?” At that he said: “I have a right to be angry, so angry that I want to die.”



^ par. 20 (Jonah 4:10, 11) But Jehovah said: “You felt sorry for the bottle-gourd plant, which you did not work for, nor did you make it grow; it grew in one night and perished in one night. 11 Should I not also feel sorry for Ninʹe·veh the great city, in which there are more than 120,000 men who do not even know right from wrong,* as well as their many animals?”

Or “know their right hand from their left.”


^ par. 22 (Matt. 5:7) “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy.







^ par. 20 God’s saying that those people did not know right from left suggested their childlike ignorance of divine standards.









^ ***ia chap. 14 He Learned a Lesson in Mercy***

TO THINK ABOUT . . .


	  How did Jonah show faith and courage as he preached in Nineveh?



	  What can we learn from the Ninevites’ repentance?



	  What can we learn from Jonah’s attitude toward the repentance of the Ninevites?



	  In what ways would you like to imitate the faith of Jonah when you receive corrective counsel?














^ ***sn song 77 Be Forgiving***


Song 77

Be Forgiving


(Psalm 86:5)


1. Lovingly Jehovah

Made provision through his Son

For our sins to be forgiven

And for death to be undone.

If we truly are repentant,

His forgiveness we can claim

On the basis of Christ’s ransom,

Asking pardon in his name.

2. We receive such mercy

When we act like God above

And forgive each other freely,

Showing empathy and love.

Putting up with one another,

Putting hurtfulness away;

Showing honor to our brother,

Showing love’s surpassing way.

3. Mercy is a virtue

That we all should cultivate.

It will keep us from resentment,

From the bitterness of hate.

When we imitate Jehovah,

Who is unsurpassed in love,

We will truly be forgiving;

We will be like God above.



(See also Matt. 6:12; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13.)





^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Matt. 6:12) and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.



^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah* freely forgave you, you must also do the same.

See App. A5.














^ (Job 38:1-42:17) Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  2 “Who is this who is obscuring my counsel And speaking without knowledge?  3 Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  4 Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?  8 And who barricaded the sea behind doors When it burst out from the womb,  9 When I clothed it with clouds And wrapped* it in thick gloom, 10 When I established my limit for it And put its bars and doors in place, 11 And I said, ‘You may come this far, and no farther; Here is where your proud waves will stop’? 12 Have you ever* commanded the morning Or made the dawn know its place, 13 To take hold of the ends of the earth And to shake the wicked out of it? 14 It is transformed like clay under a seal, And its features stand out like those of a garment. 15 But the light of the wicked is held back from them, And their uplifted arm is broken. 16 Have you gone down to the sources of the sea Or explored the deep waters? 17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, Or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?* 18 Have you understood the vast expanse of the earth? Tell me, if you know all of this. 19 In which direction does the light reside? And where is the place of darkness, 20 That you should take it to its territory And understand the paths to its home? 21 Do you know this because you were already born And the number of your years* is great? 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, Or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, 23 Which I have reserved for the time of distress, For the day of battle and war? 24 From what direction is light* dispersed, And from where does the east wind blow on the earth? 25 Who has cut a channel for the flood And made a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 26 To make it rain where no man lives, On the wilderness where there are no humans, 27 To satisfy devastated wastelands And cause the grass to sprout? 28 Does the rain have a father, Or who fathered the dewdrops? 29 From whose womb did the ice emerge, And who gave birth to the frost of heaven 30 When the waters are covered as if with stone, And the surface of the deep waters is frozen solid? 31 Can you tie the ropes of the Kiʹmah constellation* Or untie the cords of the Keʹsil constellation?* 32 Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’ 36 Who put wisdom within the clouds* Or gave understanding to the sky phenomenon?* 37 Who is wise enough to count the clouds, Or who can tip over the water jars of heaven 38 When the dust pours into a mass And the clods of earth stick together? 39 Can you hunt prey for a lion Or satisfy the appetites of young lions 40 When they crouch in their lairs Or lie in ambush in their dens? 41 Who prepares food for the raven When its young cry to God for help And wander about because there is nothing to eat? 
39 “Do you know the time when the mountain goats give birth? Have you watched the deer give birth to their young?  2 Do you count the months that they must complete? Do you know the time when they give birth?  3 They crouch down when they give birth to their young, And their labor pains end.  4 Their young become strong and grow up in the open field; They go out and do not return to them.  5 Who set the wild donkey* free, And who untied the ropes of the wild donkey?  6 I have made the desert plain its home And the salt land its dwelling.  7 It scorns the tumult of the city; It does not hear the shouts of the driver.  8 It roams the hills, seeking pasture, Looking for every green plant.  9 Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?* 10 Will you hold a wild bull to the furrow with a rope, Or will it follow you to plow* the valley? 11 Will you trust in its great strength And let it do your heavy work? 12 Will you rely on it to bring back your harvest,* And will it gather it to your threshing floor? 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, But can her pinions and plumage compare with the stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And she keeps them warm in the dust. 15 She forgets that some foot may crush them Or that a wild animal may trample them. 16 She treats her sons harshly, as if they were not hers; She has no fear that her labor may be in vain. 17 For God has deprived her of* wisdom And given her no share in understanding. 18 But when she rises up and flaps her wings, She laughs at the horse and at its rider. 19 Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying. 21 It paws the ground in the valley and exults mightily; It charges into the battle.* 22 It laughs at fear and is afraid of nothing. It does not turn back because of the sword. 23 The quiver rattles against it, The spear and the javelin flash. 24 Trembling with excitement, it surges forward,* It cannot stand still at* the sound of the horn. 25 When the horn blows, it says, ‘Aha!’ It smells the battle from afar And hears the shouting of commanders and the battle cry. 26 Is it by your understanding that the falcon soars, Spreading its wings to the south? 27 Or is it at your order that an eagle flies upward And builds its nest high up, 28 Spending the night on a cliff, Dwelling in its stronghold on a rocky crag?* 29 From there it searches for food; Its eyes look far into the distance. 30 Its young sip up blood; And wherever the slain are, there it is.” 
40 Jehovah continued to answer Job:  2 “Should a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Let the one who wants to reprove God answer.”  3 Job said in answer to Jehovah:  4 “Look! I am unworthy. What can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth.  5 I spoke once, but I will not answer again; Twice, but I will say no more.”  6 Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  7 “Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  8 Will you call into question* my justice? Will you condemn me so that you may be right?  9 Do you have an arm as powerful as the true God’s, Or can your voice thunder like his? 10 Adorn yourself, please, with glory and majesty; Clothe yourself with dignity and splendor. 11 Release the fury of your anger; Look at everyone who is haughty, and bring him low. 12 Look at everyone who is haughty, and humble him, And tread down the wicked where they stand. 13 Hide them all in the dust; Bind them* in the hidden place, 14 Then even I would acknowledge to you* That your right hand can save you. 15 Here, now, is Be·heʹmoth,* which I made as I made you. It eats grass like a bull. 16 Look at the strength in its hips And the power in the muscles of its belly! 17 It stiffens its tail like a cedar; The sinews of its thighs are woven together. 18 Its bones are tubes of copper; Its limbs are like wrought-iron rods. 19 It ranks first* among the works of God; Only its Maker can approach it with his sword. 20 For the mountains produce food for it, Where all the wild animals play. 21 It lies down under the lotus trees, In the shelter of the reeds of the marsh. 22 The lotus trees cast their shadow on it, And the poplars of the valley* surround it. 23 If the river is turbulent, it does not panic. It is confident, although the Jordan rushes against its mouth. 24 Can anyone capture it while it is watching, Or pierce its nose with a hook?* 
41 “Can you catch Le·viʹa·than* with a fishhook Or hold down its tongue with a rope?  2 Can you put a rope* through its nostrils Or pierce its jaws with a hook?*  3 Will it make many pleas to you, Or will it speak gently to you?  4 Will it make a covenant with you, So that you may make it your slave for life?  5 Will you play with it as with a bird Or tie it on a leash for your little girls?  6 Will traders barter for it? Will they divide it up among merchants?  7 Will you fill its hide with harpoons Or its head with fishing spears?  8 Lay your hand on it; You will remember the battle and never do it again!  9 Any hope of subduing it is futile. The mere sight of it would overwhelm you.* 10 No one dares to stir it up. So who is it who can stand up to me? 11 Who has given me anything first that I should repay him? Whatever is under the heavens is mine. 12 I will not be silent about its limbs, About its mightiness and its well-formed body. 13 Who has removed its outer covering? Who will enter its open jaws? 14 Who can pry open the doors of its mouth?* Its teeth all around are fearsome. 15 Its back has rows of scales* Tightly sealed together. 16 Each one fits so closely to the other That no air can come between them. 17 They are stuck to one another; They cling together and cannot be separated. 18 Its snorting flashes out light, And its eyes are like the rays of dawn. 19 Flashes of lightning go out of its mouth; Fiery sparks escape. 20 Smoke pours out of its nostrils, Like a furnace fueled with rushes. 21 Its breath sets coals ablaze, And a flame shoots from its mouth. 22 There is great strength in its neck, And dismay runs before it. 23 The folds of its flesh are tightly joined together; They are firm, as though cast upon it and immovable. 24 Its heart is hard as stone, Yes, hard as a lower millstone. 25 When it rises up, even the mighty are frightened; Its thrashing causes bewilderment. 26 No sword that reaches it will prevail; Nor will spear, dart, or arrowhead. 27 It regards iron as straw, Copper as rotten wood. 28 An arrow does not make it flee; Slingstones turn into stubble against it. 29 It regards a club as stubble, And it laughs at the rattling of a javelin. 30 Underneath, it is like sharp fragments of pottery; It spreads itself in the mud like a threshing sledge. 31 It makes the deep boil just like a pot; It stirs up the sea like an ointment pot. 32 It leaves a glistening wake in its path. One would think that the deep had white hair. 33 There is nothing like it on the earth, A creature made to have no fear. 34 It glares at everything that is haughty. It is king over all the majestic wild beasts.” 
42 Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.” 7 After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.” 9 So Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite went and did what Jehovah had told them to do. And Jehovah accepted Job’s prayer. 10 After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Or “swaddled.”
Lit., “in your days.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Lit., “days.”
Or possibly, “lightning.”
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”
Or possibly, “within man.”
Or possibly, “to the mind.”
Or “onager.”
Or “manger.”
Or “harrow.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “made her forget.”
Lit., “It goes out to meet armor.”
Lit., “swallows the ground (earth).”
Or possibly, “It does not believe.”
Lit., “on the tooth of a crag.”
Or “invalidate.”
Lit., “their faces.”
Or “commend you.”
Possibly the hippopotamus.
Lit., “It is the beginning.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “snare.”
Possibly the crocodile.
Lit., “a rush.”
Lit., “thorn.”
Or “hurl you down.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Its pride is its rows of scales.”
Or “make a retraction.”
Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”
Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”
Lit., “old and full of days.”











^ (Pss. 1:1-10:18) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.  4 The wicked are not like that; They are like the chaff that the wind blows away.  5 That is why the wicked will not remain standing in the judgment; Nor will sinners remain standing in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For Jehovah is aware of the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish. 
2 Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”  4 The One enthroned in the heavens will laugh; Jehovah will scoff at them.  5 At that time he will speak to them in his anger And terrify them in his burning anger,  6 Saying: “I myself have installed my king On Zion, my holy mountain.”  7 Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.  8 Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.  9 You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.” 10 So now, you kings, show insight; Accept correction,* you judges of the earth. 11 Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12 Honor* the son, or God* will become indignant And you will perish from the way, For His anger flares up quickly. Happy are all those taking refuge in Him. 
A melody of David when he was fleeing from his son Abʹsa·lom. 3 O Jehovah, why have my adversaries become so numerous? Why are so many rising up against me?  2 Many are saying about me:* “God will not save him.” (Selah)*  3 But you, O Jehovah, are a shield around me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head.  4 I will call aloud to Jehovah, And he will answer me from his holy mountain. (Selah)  5 I will lie down and sleep; And I will wake up in safety, For Jehovah continues to support me.  6 I am not afraid of the tens of thousands Lined up against me on every side.  7 Rise up, O Jehovah! Save me, O my God! For you will strike all my enemies on the jaw; You will break the teeth of the wicked.  8 Salvation belongs to Jehovah. Your blessing is upon your people. (Selah) 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. A melody of David. 4 When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.  2 You sons of men, how long will you turn my honor into humiliation? How long will you love what is worthless and search for what is false? (Selah)  3 Know that Jehovah will treat his loyal one in a special way;* Jehovah will hear when I call to him.  4 Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent. (Selah)  5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And trust in Jehovah.  6 There are many saying: “Who will show us anything good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Jehovah.  7 You have filled my heart with greater rejoicing Than those who have an abundant harvest of grain and new wine.  8 I will lie down and sleep in peace, For you alone, O Jehovah, make me dwell in security. 
To the director for Neʹhi·loth.* A melody of David. 5 Listen to my words, O Jehovah; Be attentive to my sighing.  2 Pay attention to my cry for help, O my King and my God, because to you I pray.  3 O Jehovah, you will hear my voice in the morning; In the morning I will express my concern to you and wait expectantly.  4 For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No one bad may remain with you.  5 No arrogant person may stand in your presence. You hate all those who behave wickedly;  6 You will destroy those who speak lies. Jehovah detests violent and deceptive people.*  7 But I will come into your house because of your great loyal love; I will bow down toward your holy temple* in reverential fear of you.  8 Lead me, O Jehovah, in your righteousness because of my foes; Make your way clear for me.  9 For nothing they say can be trusted; Within them is nothing but malice; Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.* 10 But God will declare them guilty; Their own schemes will cause their downfall. May they be driven away because of their many transgressions, For they have rebelled against you. 11 But all those who take refuge in you will rejoice; They will always shout joyfully. You will block approach to them, And those loving your name will rejoice in you. 12 For you will bless anyone righteous, O Jehovah; You will surround them with approval as with a large shield. 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments tuned to Shemʹi·nith.* A melody of David. 6 O Jehovah, do not reprove me in your anger, And do not correct me in your rage.  2 Show me favor,* O Jehovah, for I am growing weak. Heal me, O Jehovah, for my bones are shaking.  3 Yes, I am* greatly disturbed, And I ask you, O Jehovah—how long will it be?  4 Return, O Jehovah, and rescue me;* Save me for the sake of your loyal love.  5 For in death there is no mention* of you; In the Grave,* who will praise you?  6 I have grown weary with my sighing; All night long I soak my bed with tears;* I flood my couch with weeping.  7 My eye is weak from my grief; It has dimmed* because of all those harassing me.  8 Get away from me, all you who behave wickedly, For Jehovah will hear the sound of my weeping.  9 Jehovah will hear my request for favor; Jehovah will accept my prayer. 10 All my enemies will be put to shame and dismayed; They will fall back in sudden disgrace. 
A dirge* of David that he sang to Jehovah regarding the words of Cush the Benʹja·min·ite. 7 O Jehovah my God, in you I have taken refuge. Save me from all those persecuting me and rescue me.  2 Otherwise they will tear me* to pieces as a lion does, Carrying me off with no one to rescue me.  3 O Jehovah my God, if I am at fault in this, If I have acted unjustly,  4 If I have wronged the one doing good to me, Or if I have plundered my enemy without cause,*  5 Then let an enemy pursue and overtake me;* Let him trample my life down to the earth And cause my glory to perish in the dust. (Selah)  6 Rise up in your anger, O Jehovah; Stand up against the fury of my enemies; Awake for me, and demand that justice be done.  7 Let the nations surround you; And you will act against them from on high.  8 Jehovah will pass sentence on the peoples. Judge me, O Jehovah, according to my righteousness And according to my integrity.  9 Please put an end to the evil deeds of the wicked. But establish the righteous, Since you are the righteous God who examines the hearts and the deepest emotions.* 10 God is my shield, the Savior of those upright in heart. 11 God is a righteous Judge, And God proclaims his judgments* every day. 12 If anyone will not repent, He sharpens his sword; He bends his bow and makes it ready. 13 He prepares his deadly weapons; He makes ready his flaming arrows. 14 Look at the one who is pregnant with wickedness; He conceives trouble and gives birth to lies. 15 He excavates a pit and digs it deep, But he falls into the very hole he made. 16 The trouble he causes will return on his own head; His violence will fall on the crown of his head. 17 I will praise Jehovah for his justice; I will sing praises* to the name of Jehovah the Most High. 
To the director; upon the Gitʹtith.* A melody of David. 8 O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth; You have set your splendor even higher than the heavens!*  2 Out of the mouth of children and infants you have established strength On account of your adversaries, To silence the enemy and the avenger.  3 When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,  4 What is mortal man that you keep him in mind, And a son of man that you take care of him?  5 You made him a little lower than godlike ones,* And you crowned him with glory and splendor.  6 You gave him dominion over the works of your hands; You have put everything under his feet:  7 All the flocks and cattle, As well as the wild animals,*  8 The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.  9 O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth! 
To the director; upon Muth-labʹben.* A melody of David. 9 I will praise you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will tell about all your wonderful works.  2 I will rejoice and exult in you; I will sing praises* to your name, O Most High.  3 When my enemies retreat, They will stumble and perish from before you.  4 For you defend my just cause; You sit on your throne judging with righteousness.  5 You have rebuked nations and destroyed the wicked, Blotting out their name forever and ever.  6 The enemy has been ruined forever; You uprooted their cities, And all memory of them will perish.  7 But Jehovah is enthroned forever; He has firmly established his throne for justice.  8 He will judge the inhabited earth* in righteousness; He will render righteous legal decisions for the nations.  9 Jehovah will become a secure refuge* for the oppressed, A secure refuge in times of distress. 10 Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah. 11 Sing praises to Jehovah, who is dwelling in Zion; Make his deeds known among the peoples. 12 For the One who avenges their blood remembers them; He will not forget the cry of the afflicted. 13 Show me favor, O Jehovah; see my affliction by those hating me, You who raise me from the gates of death, 14 So that I may declare your praiseworthy deeds in the gates of the daughter of Zion, And rejoice in your acts of salvation. 15 The nations have sunk down into the pit they made; Their own foot has been caught in the net they hid. 16 Jehovah is known by the judgment he executes. The wicked one has been ensnared in the work of his own hands. Hig·gaʹion.* (Selah) 17 The wicked will retreat toward the Grave,* All the nations who forget God. 18 But the poor will not always be forgotten; Nor will the hope of the meek ever perish. 19 Rise up, O Jehovah! Do not let mortal man prevail. May the nations be judged in your presence. 20 Strike them with fear, O Jehovah, Let the nations know that they are only mortal men. (Selah) 
10 Why, O Jehovah, do you stand at a distance? Why do you hide yourself in times of distress?  2 The wicked one arrogantly pursues the helpless one, But he will be caught in the schemes he devises.  3 For the wicked one boasts about his selfish desires* And blesses the greedy one;* He disrespects Jehovah.  4 In his haughtiness, the wicked man makes no investigation; All his thoughts are: “There is no God.”  5 His ways keep prospering, But your judgments are beyond his understanding; He scoffs* at all his adversaries.  6 He says in his heart: “I will never be shaken;* For generation after generation I will never see calamity.”  7 His mouth is full of curses, lies, and threats; Under his tongue are trouble and injury.  8 He waits in ambush near the settlements; From his hiding place he kills an innocent one. His eyes are watching for an unfortunate victim.  9 He waits in his hiding place like a lion in its lair.* He waits to seize the helpless one. He seizes the helpless one when he pulls his net shut. 10 The victim is crushed and brought down; The unfortunate ones fall into his clutches.* 11 He says in his heart: “God has forgotten. He has turned away his face. He never notices.” 12 Rise up, O Jehovah. O God, lift up your hand. Do not forget the helpless ones. 13 Why has the wicked one disrespected God? He says in his heart: “You will not hold me accountable.” 14 But you do see trouble and distress. You look on and take matters in hand. To you the unfortunate victim turns; You are the helper for the fatherless child.* 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil man, So that when you search for his wickedness, You will find it no more. 16 Jehovah is King forever and ever. The nations have perished from the earth. 17 But you will hear the request of the meek, O Jehovah. You will make their hearts firm and pay close attention to them. 18 You will render justice to the fatherless and to those who are crushed, So that mortal man of the earth may no longer make them afraid.

Or “he meditates on His law.”
Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”
Or “Be warned.”
Lit., “Kiss.”
Lit., “he.”
Or “my soul.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “Make broad space.”
Or “distinguish his loyal one; set his loyal one apart for himself.”
See Glossary.
Or “a man of bloodshed and deception.”
Or “sanctuary.”
Or “They use a smooth tongue.”
See Glossary.
Or “mercy.”
Or “my soul is.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “remembrance.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “make my bed swim.”
Or “grown old.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “While I spared the one opposing me without cause.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “tests the hearts and the kidneys.”
Or “hurls denunciations.”
Or “make music.”
See Glossary.
Or possibly, “You whose splendor is recounted above the heavens!”
Or “than angels.”
Lit., “the beasts of the field.”
See Glossary.
Or “make music.”
Or “the productive land.”
Or “secure height.”
See Glossary.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “the desire of his soul.”
Or possibly, “The greedy one blesses himself.”
Or “puffs.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Or “thicket.”
Or “strong claws.”
Or “the orphan.”


^ (Pss. 8:1-9:10) O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth; You have set your splendor even higher than the heavens!*  2 Out of the mouth of children and infants you have established strength On account of your adversaries, To silence the enemy and the avenger.  3 When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,  4 What is mortal man that you keep him in mind, And a son of man that you take care of him?  5 You made him a little lower than godlike ones,* And you crowned him with glory and splendor.  6 You gave him dominion over the works of your hands; You have put everything under his feet:  7 All the flocks and cattle, As well as the wild animals,*  8 The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.  9 O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth! 
To the director; upon Muth-labʹben.* A melody of David. 9 I will praise you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will tell about all your wonderful works.  2 I will rejoice and exult in you; I will sing praises* to your name, O Most High.  3 When my enemies retreat, They will stumble and perish from before you.  4 For you defend my just cause; You sit on your throne judging with righteousness.  5 You have rebuked nations and destroyed the wicked, Blotting out their name forever and ever.  6 The enemy has been ruined forever; You uprooted their cities, And all memory of them will perish.  7 But Jehovah is enthroned forever; He has firmly established his throne for justice.  8 He will judge the inhabited earth* in righteousness; He will render righteous legal decisions for the nations.  9 Jehovah will become a secure refuge* for the oppressed, A secure refuge in times of distress. 10 Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.

Or possibly, “You whose splendor is recounted above the heavens!”
Or “than angels.”
Lit., “the beasts of the field.”
See Glossary.
Or “make music.”
Or “the productive land.”
Or “secure height.”





^ ***sn song 99 Praising Earth’s New King***


Song 99

Praising Earth’s New King


(Revelation 7:9)


1. A multitude is gathering

from ev’ry tribe and nation,

Collected by the Christ and his

anointed congregation.

God’s Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His will shall soon be done on earth.

This hope is a gift of priceless worth,

giving joy and consolation.

(CHORUS)

Praise our God, Jehovah;

Praise his Son, Christ Jesus,

Who through the ransom have set us free.

Now we have the hope to live on the earth

And serve God eternally.



2. We hail the Christ, our reigning King,

with sounds of jubilation.

This Prince of Peace shall do God’s will

and bring about salvation.

We see the joys that lie ahead:

An earth released from fear and dread,

The grand resurrection of the dead.

What a time for exultation!

(CHORUS)

Praise our God, Jehovah;

Praise his Son, Christ Jesus,

Who through the ransom have set us free.

Now we have the hope to live on the earth

And serve God eternally.





(See also Ps. 2:6; 45:1; Isa. 9:6; John 6:40.)





^ (Rev. 7:9) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands.

Or “languages.”


^ (Ps. 2:6) Saying: “I myself have installed my king On Zion, my holy mountain.”



^ (Ps. 45:1) My heart is stirred by something good. I say: “My song is* about a king.” May my tongue be the stylus* of a skilled copyist.*

Lit., “My works are.”
Or “pen.”
Or “scribe.”


^ (Isa. 9:6) For a child has been born to us, A son has been given to us; And the rulership* will rest on his shoulder. His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Or “government; princely rule.”


^ (John 6:40) For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”









^ ***w04 7/15 pp. 16-17 “The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail***

Nations in Tumult

 4. How would you summarize the main points of Psalm 2:1, 2?

4 Referring to the actions of the nations and their rulers, the psalmist begins his composition by singing: “Why have the nations been in tumult and the national groups themselves kept muttering an empty thing? The kings of earth take their stand and high officials themselves have massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.”—Psalm 2:1, 2.*

5, 6. The national groups have “kept muttering” what “empty thing”?

5 What “empty thing” have the present-day national groups “kept muttering”? Instead of accepting God’s Anointed One—the Messiah, or Christ—the nations have “kept muttering,” or meditating on, the perpetuation of their own authority. These words of the second psalm also had an application in the first century C.E. when Jewish and Roman authorities worked together to kill God’s King-Designate, Jesus Christ. However, the major fulfillment began in 1914 when Jesus was installed as heavenly King. Since then, not one political entity on earth has acknowledged God’s enthroned King.

6 What was meant when the psalmist asked ‘why national groups were muttering an empty thing’? It is their purpose that is empty; it is futile and doomed to failure. They cannot bring peace and harmony to this globe. Yet, they carry their actions so far as to oppose divine rulership. In fact, they have unitedly taken a belligerent stand and massed themselves together against the Most High and his Anointed One. What folly!

Jehovah’s Triumphant King

 7. In prayer, how did Jesus’ early followers apply Psalm 2:1, 2?

7 Jesus’ followers applied the words of Psalm 2:1, 2 to him. Persecuted for their faith, they prayed: “Sovereign Lord [Jehovah], you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, and who through holy spirit said by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant, ‘Why did nations become tumultuous and peoples meditate upon empty things? The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers massed together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.’ Even so, both Herod [Antipas] and Pontius Pilate with men of nations and with peoples of Israel were in actuality gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.” (Acts 4:24-27; Luke 23:1-12)* Yes, there was a conspiracy against God’s anointed servant Jesus in the first century. However, this psalm would have another fulfillment centuries later.

 8. How does Psalm 2:3 apply to present-day nations?

8 When ancient Israel had a human king, such as David, pagan nations and rulers gathered together against God and his enthroned anointed one. But what about our time? Present-day nations do not want to comply with the requirements of Jehovah and the Messiah. Therefore, they are represented as saying: “Let us tear their bands apart and cast their cords away from us!” (Psalm 2:3) Any restrictions imposed by God and his Anointed One would be opposed by rulers and nations. Of course, any efforts to tear apart such bands and cast away such cords will be futile.



^ (Ps. 2:1, 2) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ par. 4 (Ps. 2:1, 2) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:1, 2) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ par. 7 (Ps. 2:1, 2) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ par. 7 (Acts 4:24-27) On hearing this, they raised their voices with one accord to God and said: “Sovereign Lord, you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, 25 and who said through holy spirit by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant: ‘Why did nations become agitated and peoples meditate on empty things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers gathered together as one against Jehovah* and against his anointed one.’* 27 For truly both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of the nations and with peoples of Israel were gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,

See App. A5.
Or “his Christ.”


^ par. 7 (Luke 23:1-12) So the multitude got up, one and all, and led him to Pilate. 2 Then they began to accuse him, saying: “We found this man subverting our nation, forbidding the paying of taxes to Caesar, and saying he himself is Christ a king.” 3 Now Pilate asked him the question: “Are you the King of the Jews?” In answer he said: “You yourself are saying it.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds: “I find no crime in this man.” 5 But they insisted, saying: “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Ju·deʹa, starting from Galʹi·lee even to here.” 6 On hearing that, Pilate asked whether the man was a Gal·i·leʹan. 7 After ascertaining that he was under the jurisdiction of Herod, he sent him on to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem in those days. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he rejoiced greatly. For a considerable time he had been wanting to see Jesus because he had heard much about him, and he was hoping to see some sign performed by him. 9 So he began to question him at length, but he gave him no answer. 10 However, the chief priests and the scribes kept standing up and vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod together with his soldiers treated him with contempt, and he mocked him by clothing him with a splendid garment and then sent him back to Pilate. 12 Herod and Pilate became friends with each other on that very day, for before that they had been at enmity with each other.



^ (Ps. 2:3) They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”



^ par. 8 (Ps. 2:3) They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”







^ par. 4 Initially, King David was the “anointed one,” and “the kings of earth” were Philistine rulers who massed their armies against him.


^ par. 7 Other texts of the Christian Greek Scriptures also show that Jesus is God’s Anointed One referred to in the second psalm. This is evident from a comparison of Psalm 2:7 with Acts 13:32, 33 and Hebrews 1:5; 5:5. See also Psalm 2:9 and Revelation 2:27.




^ (Ps. 2:7) Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.



^ (Acts 13:32, 33) “So we are declaring to you the good news about the promise made to the forefathers. 33 God has completely fulfilled it to us, their children, by resurrecting Jesus; just as it is written in the second psalm: ‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’



^ (Heb. 1:5) For example, to which one of the angels did God ever say: “You are my son; today I have become your father”? And again: “I will become his father, and he will become my son”?



^ (Heb. 5:5) So, too, the Christ did not glorify himself by becoming a high priest, but was glorified by the One who said to him: “You are my son; today I have become your father.”



^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Rev. 2:27) and he will shepherd the people with an iron rod so that they will be broken to pieces like clay vessels, just as I have received from my Father.









^ ***it-1 p. 507 Cord, Rope***

CORD, ROPE

Several Hebrew words and one Greek word are used in the Scriptures to denote thread, string, cord, and rope of various kinds. Most often employed is the Hebrew word cheʹvel. Cheʹvel is used both literally and figuratively to denote cord and rope. (2Sa 17:13; Ec 12:6; Ho 11:4) It can, among other things, signify a measuring “line” (2Sa 8:2) and thus is sometimes employed as a topographical term for a measured area, an “allotment” (Jos 17:5, 14; 19:9), or a “region.”—De 3:4, 13, 14.

The only Greek word used in the Scriptures to signify rope is skhoi·niʹon, which is applied to a cord or rope and may denote a rope made of reeds or rushes. In righteous indignation, “after making a whip of ropes,” Jesus Christ “drove all those with the sheep and cattle out of the temple,” evidently using the whip of ropes, not on the men, but on the animals.—Joh 2:13-17.

Some cords and ropes of ancient times were made from flax, others from hemp fiber, the fiber of ramie, or that of the date palm. Strong, thick rope made of palm-tree bark fiber was discovered at Ezion-geber. Rushes and reeds of various kinds were also evidently used, and among the materials employed by the Egyptians were twisted leather strips that made a powerful rope. The fibers of ramie (Boehmeria nivea, an Asiatic plant of the nettle family) made a very strong rope, quite useful for fishnets.

Cords were sometimes used as articles of attire. For instance, Judah seems to have carried his seal ring on a “cord.” (Heb., pa·thilʹ [Ge 38:18, 25]) “Wreathed chains, in ropework, of pure gold” were put through the two rings at the extremities of the breastpiece worn by Israel’s high priest. (Ex 39:15-18) Palace articles of Persian King Ahasuerus included “linen, fine cotton and blue held fast in ropes of fine fabric.”—Es 1:6.

“Tent cords” (from Heb., meh·tharʹ) were used to fasten tents. (Isa 54:2; Ex 39:40) There were wagon “cords” (Heb., ʽavothʹ [Isa 5:18]) and cords used for “bowstrings.” (Heb., yetha·rimʹ [Job 30:11; Ps 11:2]) Ropes and cords were also used to bind captives. (Jg 15:13-15; Eze 3:25) Ropes served as tackling for ships. (Isa 33:23) Rahab was told to tie a “cord [from Heb. tiq·wahʹ] of scarlet thread [Heb., chut]” in the window so that she and her household might be spared during the destruction of Jericho.—Jos 2:18-21.

Figurative Usage. The congregator said: “A threefold cord cannot quickly be torn in two.” (Ec 4:12) By untwisting a cord made up of three strands, each strand alone can quickly be broken. But if they are plaited, the resulting “threefold cord” cannot easily be torn in two. Similarly, God’s servants entwined with one another, as it were, in unity of view and purpose have greater spiritual strength, such as is needed to cope with opposition. The congregator also urged remembering the Creator in youth, “before the silver cord is removed” (Ec 12:1, 6), “the silver cord” apparently meaning the spinal cord, the severing of which results in death.

David, referring to a time when a violent death appeared imminent and it seemed certain that Sheol awaited him, said “the ropes of death encircled me” and “the very ropes of Sheol surrounded me.” Apparently, he felt as if ropes had been cast around him and were pulling him down into the grave, drawing him into death and Sheol.—Ps 18:4, 5.

Isaiah said: “Woe to those drawing error with ropes of untruth, and as with wagon cords sin,” perhaps to indicate their attachment to error and sin in a way similar to that in which animals are bound with ropes, or by cords, to wagons they draw behind them.—Isa 5:18.

In an act evidently symbolic of abject subjection and humiliation, defeated Syrians “girded sackcloth upon their loins, with ropes upon their heads, and came in to the king of Israel,” seeking Ahab’s indulgence toward Syrian King Ben-hadad II. Each may have worn a rope as a band around his head or his neck.—1Ki 20:31-34.

As pagan rulers and nations who did not want to become vassals of the Israelites gathered together against God and his anointed one in ancient times, so Messianic prophecy foretold that kings of the earth and high officials would mass together as one “against Jehovah and against his anointed one, saying: ‘Let us tear their bands apart and cast their cords away from us!’” Any restrictions imposed by Jehovah and his Anointed One would be opposed by the rulers and nations. However, their efforts to tear apart such bands and cast away such cords were to be futile.—Ps 2:1-9.

Tent cords torn in two and thus no longer able to hold a tent erect are used figuratively in a description of desolation. (Jer 10:20) But there is prophetic assurance of just the opposite, restoration and Jehovah’s favor, in the words: “Behold Zion, the town of our festal occasions! Your own eyes will see Jerusalem an undisturbed abiding place, a tent 



^ (2 Sam. 17:13) If he retreats into a city, all Israel will carry ropes to that city, and we will drag it down into the valley until not even a pebble is left.”



^ (Eccl. 12:6) before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed.



^ (Hos. 11:4) With the ropes of men* I kept drawing them, with the cords of love; And I was to them like one lifting a yoke from their jaws, And I gently brought food to each one.

Or “the ropes of kindness,” like those of a parent.


^ (2 Sam. 8:2) He defeated the Moʹab·ites and made them lie down on the ground and measured them with a line. He measured out two lines to be put to death, and one full line to be kept alive. And the Moʹab·ites became David’s servants and brought tribute.



^ (Josh. 17:5) There were also ten allotments that fell to Ma·nasʹseh apart from the land of Gilʹe·ad and Baʹshan, which were on the other side* of the Jordan,

That is, the east side.


^ (Josh. 17:14) The descendants of Joseph said to Joshua: “Why have you given us* as an inheritance only one lot and one allotment? We are a numerous people, for Jehovah has blessed us until now.”

Lit., “me.”


^ (Josh. 19:9) The inheritance of the descendants of Simʹe·on was taken out of the allotment of Judah, because the share of Judah was too large for them. So the descendants of Simʹe·on received a possession within their inheritance.



^ (Deut. 3:4) We then captured all his cities. There was no town that we did not take from them—60 cities, all the region of Arʹgob, the kingdom of Og in Baʹshan.



^ (Deut. 3:13, 14) And the rest of Gilʹe·ad and all Baʹshan of the kingdom of Og I have given to the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh. All the region of Arʹgob, which belongs to Baʹshan, was known as the land of the Rephʹa·im. 14 “Jaʹir the son of Ma·nasʹseh took all the region of Arʹgob as far as the boundary of the Geshʹur·ites and the Ma·acʹa·thites and named those villages of Bashan after himself, Havʹvoth-jaʹir,* to this day.

Meaning “Tent Villages of Jair.”


^ (John 2:13-17) Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 He found in the temple those selling cattle and sheep and doves, and the money brokers in their seats. 15 So after making a whip of ropes, he drove all those with the sheep and cattle out of the temple, and he poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he said to those selling the doves: “Take these things away from here! Stop making the house of my Father a house of commerce!”* 17 His disciples recalled that it is written: “The zeal for your house will consume me.”

Or “a marketplace; a business.”


^ (Gen. 38:18) He continued: “What security should I give you?” to which she said: “Your seal ring and your cord and your rod that is in your hand.” Then he gave them to her and had relations with her, and she became pregnant by him.



^ (Gen. 38:25) As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law: “I am pregnant by the man to whom these belong.” Then she added: “Please examine to whom these belong, the seal ring and the cord and the rod.”



^ (Ex. 39:15-18) Then they made wreathed chains on the breastpiece, like cords of pure gold. 16 And they made two settings of gold and two rings of gold and attached the two rings to the two corners of the breastpiece. 17 After that they put the two cords of gold through the two rings at the corners of the breastpiece. 18 Then they put the two ends of the two cords through the two settings and attached them to the shoulder pieces on the front of the ephʹod.



^ (Esther 1:6) There were linen, fine cotton, and blue material held fast in ropes of fine fabric, purple wool in silver rings, pillars of marble, and couches of gold and silver on a pavement of porphyry, marble, pearl, and black marble.



^ (Isa. 54:2) “Make the place of your tent more spacious. Stretch out the tent cloths of your grand tabernacle. Do not hold back, lengthen your tent cords, And make your tent pins strong.



^ (Ex. 39:40) the hanging curtains of the courtyard, its pillars and its socket pedestals, the screen* for the entrance of the courtyard, its tent cords and its tent pins and all the utensils for the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting;

Or “curtain.”


^ (Isa. 5:18) Woe to those who drag along their guilt with ropes of deception And their sin with wagon cords;



^ (Job 30:11) Because God has disarmed me* and humbled me, They throw off all restraint* in my presence.

Lit., “loosened my bowstring.”
Or “They cast off the bridle.”


^ (Ps. 11:2) See how the wicked bend the bow; They set their arrow on the bowstring, To shoot from the darkness those upright in heart.



^ (Judg. 15:13-15) They said to him: “No, we will only tie you and hand you over to them, but we will not put you to death.” So they bound him with two new ropes and brought him up from the crag. 14 When he came to Leʹhi, the Phi·lisʹtines shouted triumphantly at meeting him. Then Jehovah’s spirit empowered him, and the ropes on his arms became like linen threads that were scorched with fire, and his fetters melted off his hands. 15 He now found a fresh jawbone of a male donkey; he reached out and grabbed it and struck down 1,000 men with it.



^ (Ezek. 3:25) As for you, son of man, they will put ropes on you and tie you with them so that you cannot go out among them.



^ (Isa. 33:23) Your ropes will hang loose; They cannot hold up the mast nor spread the sail. At that time an abundance of spoil will be divided up; Even the lame will take much plunder.



^ (Josh. 2:18-21) unless, when we come into the land, you tie this cord of scarlet thread in the window by which you let us down. You should gather your father, your mother, your brothers, and all your father’s household with you into the house. 19 Then if anyone goes out the doors of your house into the open, his blood will be on his own head, and we will be free from guilt. But if harm comes to* anyone who remains with you in the house, his blood will be on our heads. 20 But if you report our mission, we will be free from guilt respecting your oath that you made us swear.” 21 She replied: “Let it be according to your words.” With that she sent them off, and they went their way. Afterward, she tied the scarlet cord in the window.

Or “if a hand is laid on.”


^ (Eccl. 4:12) And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart.

Or “easily.”


^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Eccl. 12:6) before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed.



^ (Ps. 18:4, 5) The ropes of death encircled me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  5 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Isa. 5:18) Woe to those who drag along their guilt with ropes of deception And their sin with wagon cords;



^ (1 Ki. 20:31-34) So his servants said to him: “Look, we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings.* Please, let us wear sackcloth on our hips and put ropes on our heads and go out to the king of Israel. Perhaps he will spare your life.”* 32 So they wore sackcloth around their hips and ropes on their heads and came in to the king of Israel and said: “Your servant Ben-haʹdad says, ‘Please, let me* live.’” He replied: “Is he still alive? He is my brother.” 33 The men took it as an omen and quickly took him at his word, so they said: “Ben-haʹdad is your brother.” At that he said: “Go and get him.” Then Ben-haʹdad went out to him, and he had him get up into the chariot. 34 Ben-haʹdad now said to him: “The cities that my father took from your father I will return, and you may establish markets* for yourself in Damascus, just as my father did in Sa·marʹi·a.” Aʹhab replied: “On the basis of this agreement,* I will let you go.” With that he made an agreement with him and let him go.

Or “are kings of loyal love.”
Or “soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “assign streets.”
Or “covenant.”


^ (Ps. 2:1-9) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”  4 The One enthroned in the heavens will laugh; Jehovah will scoff at them.  5 At that time he will speak to them in his anger And terrify them in his burning anger,  6 Saying: “I myself have installed my king On Zion, my holy mountain.”  7 Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.  8 Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.  9 You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Jer. 10:20) My tent has been devastated, and my tent cords have all been torn apart. My sons have left me and are no more. There is no one left to stretch out my tent or raise up my tent cloths.









^ ***it-2 p. 386 Messiah***

Messiah in the Hebrew Scriptures. At Daniel 9:25, 26 the word ma·shiʹach applies exclusively to the coming Messiah. (See SEVENTY WEEKS.) However, many other texts of the Hebrew Scriptures also point to this coming One, even if not exclusively so. For instance, Psalm 2:2 evidently had first application at the time when Philistine kings tried to unseat anointed King David. But a second application, to the foretold Messiah, is established by Acts 4:25-27, where the text is applied to Jesus Christ. Also, many of the men called “anointed” in various ways prefigured, or pictured, Jesus Christ and the work he would do; among these were David, the high priest of Israel, and Moses (spoken of as “Christ” at Heb 11:23-26).



^ (Dan. 9:25, 26) You should know and understand that from the issuing of the word to restore and to rebuild Jerusalem until Mes·siʹah* the Leader, there will be 7 weeks, also 62 weeks. She will be restored and rebuilt, with a public square and moat, but in times of distress. 26 “And after the 62 weeks, Mes·siʹah will be cut off,* with nothing for himself. “And the people of a leader who is coming will destroy the city and the holy place. And its end will be by the flood. And until the end there will be war; what is decided upon is desolations.

Or “the Anointed One.”
Or “put to death.”


^ (Ps. 2:2) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Acts 4:25-27) and who said through holy spirit by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant: ‘Why did nations become agitated and peoples meditate on empty things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers gathered together as one against Jehovah* and against his anointed one.’* 27 For truly both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of the nations and with peoples of Israel were gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,

See App. A5.
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Heb. 11:23-26) By faith Moses was hid by his parents for three months after his birth, because they saw that the young child was beautiful and they did not fear the order of the king. 24 By faith Moses, when grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharʹaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing to be mistreated with the people of God rather than to have the temporary enjoyment of sin, 26 because he considered the reproach of the Christ to be riches greater than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked intently toward the payment of the reward.









^ ***w04 8/1 p. 5 God’s Kingdom Government—A Reality Today***

This final crushing of the opposing nations with an iron scepter will take place at Armageddon, or Har–Magedon. The last book of the Bible, Revelation, describes this climactic event as “the war of the great day of God the Almighty,” to which “the kings of the entire inhabited earth” are being gathered together. (Revelation 16:14, 16) Under demonic influence, the nations of the earth will finally be united with one objective—to war against God the Almighty.

The time when humans will mass together to fight against God’s sovereignty is fast approaching. Ironically, their “unity” will bring them no personal benefits. Instead, their action will be a prelude to the long-awaited peace for all mankind. How so? In that final battle, God’s Kingdom “will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms [of the world], and it itself will stand to times indefinite.” (Daniel 2:44) God’s Kingdom, not any human organization, will be the government that will fulfill mankind’s desire for world peace.



^ (Rev. 16:14) They are, in fact, expressions inspired by demons and they perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them together to the war of the great day of God the Almighty.



^ (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”


^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,









^ ***w06 5/15 p. 17 par. 6 Highlights From Book One of Psalms***

2:7—What is “the decree of Jehovah”? This decree is the covenant for a Kingdom, which Jehovah has made with his beloved Son, Jesus Christ.—Luke 22:28, 29.



^ par. 6 (Ps. 2:7) Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.



^ par. 6 (Luke 22:28, 29) “However, you are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials; 29 and I make a covenant with you, just as my Father has made a covenant with me, for a kingdom,









^ ***w06 5/15 p. 18 par. 2 Highlights From Book One of Psalms***

3:2—What is “Selah”? This term is generally thought to represent a pause for silent meditation, either in the singing alone or in the singing and instrumental music. The pause was used to make the thought or emotion just expressed more impressive. There is no need to read the word aloud during public reading of the Psalms.



^ par. 2 (Ps. 3:2) Many are saying about me:* “God will not save him.” (Selah)*

Or “my soul.”
See Glossary.








^ ***bh p. 12 What Is the Truth About God?***


12, 13. (a) Why do we have good qualities such as love, and how does love affect our view of the world? (b) Why can you be sure that God will really do something about world problems?

12 How can we be sure that God hates to see suffering? Here is further proof. The Bible teaches that man was made in the image of God. (Genesis 1:26) We thus have good qualities because God has good qualities. For example, does it bother you to see innocent people suffer? If you care about such injustices, be assured that God feels even more strongly about them.

13 One of the best things about humans is our ability to love. That also reflects God. The Bible teaches that “God is love.” (1 John 4:8) We love because God loves. Would love move you to end the suffering and the injustice you see in the world? If you had the power to do that, would you do it? Of course you would! You can be just as sure that God will end suffering and injustice. The promises mentioned in the preface of this book are not mere dreams or idle hopes. God’s promises are sure to come true! In order to put faith in such promises, though, you need to know more about the God who has made them.





^ par. 12 (Gen. 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.”



^ par. 13 (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.









^ ***snnw song 138 Jehovah Is Your Name***


Song 138

Jehovah Is Your Name


Download:

	           Lyrics Only



	           Lead Sheet





(Psalm 83:18)


	             The living and true God—

The God of all creation

In ev’ry generation—

Jehovah is your name.

We’re honored and we’re proud

To be your congregation.

In ev’ry tribe and nation,

Your glory we proclaim.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.





	             You cause us to become

Whatever you desire,

To do as you require—

Jehovah is your name.

And Witnesses for you

Is what you’ve kindly named us.

We’re honored you have claimed us—

A people for your name.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.









(See also 2 Chron. 6:14; Ps. 72:19; Isa. 42:8.)





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (2 Chron. 6:14) and he said: “O Jehovah the God of Israel, there is no God like you in the heavens or on the earth, keeping the covenant and showing loyal love to your servants who are walking before you with all their heart.



^ (Ps. 72:19) May his glorious name be praised forever, And may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.



^ (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”








^ ***nwt pp. 1731-1735 A4 The Divine Name in the Hebrew Scriptures***


A4

The Divine Name in the Hebrew Scriptures



The divine name, represented by the four Hebrew consonants יהוה, appears nearly 7,000 times in the Hebrew Scriptures. This translation renders those four letters, known as the Tetragrammaton, “Jehovah.” That name is by far the most frequently occurring name in the Bible. While the inspired writers refer to God by many titles and descriptive terms, such as “Almighty,” “Most High,” and “Lord,” the Tetragrammaton is the only personal name they use to identify God.

Jehovah God himself directed Bible writers to use his name. For example, he inspired the prophet Joel to write: “Everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” (Joel 2:32) And God caused one psalmist to write: “May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.” (Psalm 83:18) In fact, the divine name appears some 700 times in the book of Psalms alone—a book of poetic writings that were to be sung and recited by God’s people. Why, then, is God’s name missing from many Bible translations? Why does this translation use the form “Jehovah”? And what does the divine name, Jehovah, mean?

Why is the name missing from many Bible translations? The reasons vary. Some feel that Almighty God does not need a unique name to identify him. Others appear to have been influenced by the Jewish tradition of avoiding the use of the name, perhaps out of fear of desecrating it. Still others believe that since no one can be sure of the exact pronunciation of God’s name, it is better just to use a title, such as “Lord” or “God.” Such objections, however, lack merit for the following reasons:

	  Those who argue that Almighty God does not need a unique name ignore evidence that early copies of his Word, including those preserved from before the time of Christ, contain God’s personal name. As noted above, God directed that his name be included in his Word some 7,000 times. Obviously, he wants us to know and use his name.



	  Translators who remove the name out of deference to Jewish tradition fail to recognize a key fact. While some Jewish scribes refused to pronounce the name, they did not remove it from their copies of the Bible. Ancient scrolls found in Qumran, near the Dead Sea, contain the name in many places. Some Bible translators hint that the divine name appeared in the original text by substituting the title “LORD” in capital letters. But the question remains, Why have these translators felt free to substitute or remove God’s name from the Bible when they acknowledge that it is found in the Bible text thousands of times? Who do they believe gave them authority to make such a change? Only they can say.



	  Those who say that the divine name should not be used because it is not known exactly how to pronounce it will nevertheless freely use the name Jesus. However, Jesus’ first-century disciples said his name quite differently from the way most Christians do today. To Jewish Christians, the name Jesus was probably pronounced Ye·shuʹa‛. And the title “Christ” was Ma·shiʹach, or “Messiah.” Greek-speaking Christians called him I·e·sousʹ Khri·stosʹ, and Latin-speaking Christians Ieʹsus Chriʹstus. Under inspiration, the Greek translation of his name was recorded in the Bible, showing that first-century Christians followed the sensible course of using the form of the name common in their language. Similarly, the New World Bible Translation Committee feels that it is reasonable to use the form “Jehovah,” even though that rendering is not exactly the way the divine name would have been pronounced in ancient Hebrew.





Why does the New World Translation use the form “Jehovah”? In English, the four letters of the Tetragrammaton (יהוה) are represented by the consonants YHWH. As was true of all written words in ancient Hebrew, the Tetragrammaton contained no vowels. When ancient Hebrew was in everyday use, readers easily provided the appropriate vowels.

About a thousand years after the Hebrew Scriptures were completed, Jewish scholars developed a system of pronunciation points, or signs, by which to indicate what vowels to use when reading Hebrew. By that time, though, many Jews had the superstitious idea that it was wrong to say God’s personal name out loud, so they used substitute expressions. Thus, it seems that when they copied the Tetragrammaton, they combined the vowels for the substitute expressions with the four consonants representing the divine name. Therefore, the manuscripts with those vowel points do not help in determining how the name was originally pronounced in Hebrew. Some feel that the name was pronounced “Yahweh,” whereas others suggest different possibilities. A Dead Sea Scroll containing a portion of Leviticus in Greek transliterates the divine name Iao. Besides that form, early Greek writers also suggest the pronunciations Iae, I·a·beʹ, and I·a·ou·eʹ. However, there is no reason to be dogmatic. We simply do not know how God’s ancient servants pronounced this name in Hebrew. (Genesis 13:4; Exodus 3:15) What we do know is that God used his name repeatedly in communication with his people, that they addressed him by that name, and that they used it freely in speaking with others.—Exodus 6:2; 1 Kings 8:23; Psalm 99:9.

Why, then, does this translation use the form “Jehovah”? Because that form of the divine name has a long history in the English language.

The first rendering of God’s personal name in an English Bible appeared in 1530 in William Tyndale’s translation of the Pentateuch. He used the form “Iehouah.” Over time, the English language changed, and the spelling of the divine name was modernized. For example, in 1612, Henry Ainsworth used the form “Iehovah” throughout his translation of the book of Psalms. Then, in 1639, when that work was revised and printed with the Pentateuch, the form “Jehovah” was used. In 1901, the translators who produced the American Standard Version of the Bible used the form “Jehovah” where the divine name appeared in the Hebrew text.

Explaining why he used “Jehovah” instead of “Yahweh” in his 1911 work Studies in the Psalms, respected Bible scholar Joseph Bryant Rotherham said that he wanted to employ a “form of the name more familiar (while perfectly acceptable) to the general Bible-reading public.” In 1930 scholar A. F. Kirkpatrick made a similar point regarding the use of the form “Jehovah.” He said: “Modern grammarians argue that it ought to be read Yahveh or Yahaveh; but JEHOVAH seems firmly rooted in the English language, and the really important point is not the exact pronunciation, but the recognition that it is a Proper Name, not merely an appellative title like ‘Lord.’”

What is the meaning of the name Jehovah? In Hebrew, the name Jehovah comes from a verb that means “to become,” and a number of scholars feel that it reflects the causative form of that Hebrew verb. Thus, the understanding of the New World Bible Translation Committee is that God’s name means “He Causes to Become.” Scholars hold varying views, so we cannot be dogmatic about this meaning. However, this definition well fits Jehovah’s role as the Creator of all things and the Fulfiller of his purpose. He not only caused the physical universe and intelligent beings to exist, but as events unfold, he continues to cause his will and purpose to be realized.

Therefore, the meaning of the name Jehovah is not limited to the related verb found at Exodus 3:14, which reads: “I Will Become What I Choose to Become” or, “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” In the strictest sense, those words do not fully define God’s name. Rather, they reveal an aspect of God’s personality, showing that he becomes what is needed in each circumstance to fulfill his purpose. So while the name Jehovah may include this idea, it is not limited to what he himself chooses to become. It also includes what he causes to happen with regard to his creation and the accomplishment of his purpose.





^ (Joel 2:32) And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, just as Jehovah has said, The survivors whom Jehovah calls.”



^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Gen. 13:4) to the place where he had previously built an altar. There Aʹbram called on the name of Jehovah.



^ (Ex. 3:15) Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.



^ (Ex. 6:2) Then God said to Moses: “I am Jehovah.



^ (1 Ki. 8:23) and he said: “O Jehovah the God of Israel, there is no God like you in the heavens above or on the earth beneath, keeping the covenant and showing loyal love to your servants who are walking before you with all their heart.



^ (Ps. 99:9) Exalt Jehovah our God And bow down* before his holy mountain, For Jehovah our God is holy.

Or “worship.”


^ (Ex. 3:14) So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.








^ ***ia pp. 125-130 She Stood Up for God’s People***


1-3. (a) Why might Esther have felt intimidated by the prospect of approaching her husband? (b) We will discuss what questions regarding Esther?

ESTHER tried to calm her heart as she approached the courtyard in the palace at Shushan. It was not easy. Everything about the castle was designed to inspire awe—its multicolored relief sculptures of winged bulls, archers, and lions of glazed brickwork, its fluted stone columns and imposing statues, even its position atop huge platforms near the snowcapped Zagros Mountains and overlooking the pure waters of the river Choaspes. All of it was intended to remind each visitor of the immense power of the man whom Esther was going to see, the one who called himself “the great king.” He was also her husband.

2 Husband! How different Ahasuerus was from the kind of husband any faithful Jewish girl might have expected!* He did not look to such examples as Abraham, a man who humbly accepted God’s direction to listen to Sarah, his wife. (Gen. 21:12) The king knew little or nothing of Esther’s God, Jehovah, or of His Law. Ahasuerus knew Persian law, though, including a law forbidding the very thing that Esther was about to do. What was that? Well, the law said that anyone who appeared before the Persian monarch without first being summoned by the king was liable to death. Esther had not been summoned, but she was going to the king anyway. As she drew near to the inner courtyard, where she would be visible from the king’s throne, she may have felt that she was walking to her death.—Read Esther 4:11; 5:1.

3 Why did she take such a risk? And what can we learn from the faith of this remarkable woman? First, let us see how Esther got into the unusual position of being a queen in Persia.

Esther’s Background

 4. What was Esther’s background, and how did she come to live with her cousin Mordecai?

4 Esther was an orphan. We know very little of the parents who named her Hadassah, a Hebrew word for “myrtle,” a lovely white-blossomed shrub. When Esther’s parents died, one of her relatives, a kindly man named Mordecai, took pity on the child. He was her cousin, but Mordecai was much older. He brought Esther into his home and treated her as his own daughter.—Esther 2:5-7, 15.

5, 6. (a) How did Mordecai raise Esther? (b) What kind of life did Esther and Mordecai lead in Shushan?

5 Mordecai and Esther lived as Jewish exiles in that Persian capital, where they probably had to deal with a measure of disdain because of their religion and the Law they tried to follow. But Esther surely drew closer to her cousin as he taught her about Jehovah, the merciful God who had rescued His people from trouble many times in the past—and would do so again. (Lev. 26:44, 45) Clearly, a loving and loyal bond grew between Esther and Mordecai.

6 Mordecai evidently worked as some kind of official at the castle at Shushan, regularly sitting within its gate, along with other servants of the king. (Esther 2:19, 21; 3:3) How the young Esther passed her time as she grew up, we can only guess, although it seems safe to say that she took good care of her older cousin and his home, which was likely situated in the humbler quarters across the river from the royal castle. Perhaps she enjoyed going to the market in Shushan, where goldsmiths, silversmiths, and other merchants displayed their wares. Esther could not have imagined that such luxuries would later become commonplace to her; she had no idea of the future in store for her.

“Beautiful in Appearance”

 7. Why was Vashti deposed as queen, and what was the result?

7 One day, Shushan was buzzing with gossip about turmoil in the household of the king. At a grand feast, where Ahasuerus was entertaining his noblemen with sumptuous food and wine, the king decided to summon his beautiful queen, Vashti, who was feasting separately with the women. But Vashti refused to come. Humiliated and enraged, the king asked his advisers how Vashti should be punished. The result? She was deposed as queen. The king’s servants began searching throughout the land for beautiful young virgins; from among them the king would select a new queen.—Esther 1:1–2:4.

 8. (a) Why might Mordecai have felt some concern about Esther as she grew up? (b) How do you think we might apply the Bible’s balanced view of physical beauty? (See also Proverbs 31:30.)

8 We may imagine Mordecai gazing fondly at Esther from time to time and noting with a mixture of pride and concern that his little cousin was grown-up—and had turned out to be a remarkable beauty. “The young woman was pretty in form and beautiful in appearance,” we read. (Esther 2:7) The Bible presents a balanced view of physical beauty—it is delightful, but it needs to be coupled with wisdom and humility. Otherwise, it may breed vanity, pride, and other ugly traits of the heart. (Read Proverbs 11:22.) Have you ever seen that to be true? In Esther’s case, what would beauty turn out to be—an asset or a liability? Time would tell.

 9. (a) What happened when the king’s servants noticed Esther, and why must her parting from Mordecai have been difficult? (b) Why did Mordecai allow Esther to marry a pagan unbeliever? (Include the box.)

9 The king’s servants noticed Esther. They gathered her up in their search, taking her away from Mordecai and off to the grand palace across the river. (Esther 2:8) It must have been a difficult parting, for the two were like father and daughter. Mordecai would not have wanted his adopted daughter to marry any unbeliever, even a king, but events were out of his control.* How eagerly Esther must have listened to Mordecai’s words of advice before she was taken away! As she was led to Shushan the castle, her mind was filled with questions. What kind of life lay ahead of her?

She Won Favor “in the Eyes of Everyone Seeing Her”

10, 11. (a) How might Esther’s new environment easily have affected her? (b) How did Mordecai show his concern for Esther’s welfare?

10 Esther found herself ushered into a world that was entirely new and strange to her. She was among “many young women” who had been gathered from far and wide in the Persian Empire. Their customs, languages, and attitudes must have varied greatly. Placed under the charge of an official named Hegai, the young women were to undergo an extensive beauty treatment, a yearlong program that included massages with fragrant oils. (Esther 2:8, 12) Such an environment and lifestyle might easily have bred an obsession with personal appearance among those young women, along with vanity and competitiveness. How was Esther affected?

11 No one on earth could have been more concerned about Esther than Mordecai was. We read that day by day, he made his way as near as he could to the house of the women and endeavored to learn of Esther’s welfare. (Esther 2:11) As bits of information trickled out to him, perhaps through cooperative servants in the household, he must have beamed with fatherly pride. Why?

12, 13. (a) What impression did Esther make on those around her? (b) Why would Mordecai have been pleased to learn that Esther had not revealed her Jewish heritage?

12 Esther so impressed Hegai that he treated her with great loving-kindness, giving her seven servant girls and the best place in the house of the women. The account even says: “All the while Esther was continually gaining favor in the eyes of everyone seeing her.” (Esther 2:9, 15) Would beauty alone have impressed everyone so profoundly? No, there was much more to Esther than that.

13 For instance, we read: “Esther had not told about her people or about her relatives, for Mordecai himself had laid the command upon her that she should not tell.” (Esther 2:10) Mordecai had instructed the girl to be discreet about her Jewish heritage; he no doubt saw that among Persian royalty, there was much prejudice against his people. What a pleasure it was for him to learn that now, even though Esther was out of his sight, she still showed the same wise and obedient spirit!

14. How can young people today imitate Esther’s example?

14 Young people today can likewise bring joy to the hearts of parents and guardians. When out of their parents’ sight—even if surrounded by people who are shallow, immoral, or vicious—they can resist bad influences and stick to the standards that they know are right. When they do so, like Esther, they make the heart of their heavenly Father rejoice.—Read Proverbs 27:11.





^ par. 2 (Gen. 21:12) Then God said to Abraham: “Do not be displeased by what Sarah is saying to you about the boy and about your slave girl. Listen to her,* for what will be called your offspring* will be through Isaac.

Lit., “to her voice.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ par. 2 (Esther 4:11) “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces* are aware that if any man or woman goes into the king’s inner courtyard without being summoned, there is only one law that applies: He is to be put to death; he may live only if the king holds out to him the golden scepter. And I have not been summoned to the king now for 30 days.”

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ par. 2 (Esther 5:1) On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner courtyard of the king’s house,* opposite the king’s house, while the king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal house opposite the entrance.

Or “palace.”


^ par. 4 (Esther 2:5-7) There was a certain Jewish man in Shuʹshan* the citadel* whose name was Morʹde·cai son of Jaʹir son of Shimʹe·i son of Kish, a Benʹja·min·ite, 6 who had been taken into exile from Jerusalem with the people who were deported with King Jec·o·niʹah* of Judah, whom King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon took into exile. 7 He was the guardian* of Ha·dasʹsah,* that is, Esther, the daughter of his father’s brother, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was beautifully formed and attractive in appearance, and at the death of her father and her mother, Morʹde·cai took her as his daughter.

Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Called Jehoiachin at 2Ki 24:8.
Or “caretaker.”
Meaning “Myrtle.”


^ par. 4 (Esther 2:15) And when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il the uncle of Morʹde·cai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the women, recommended. (All the while Esther was winning the favor of everyone who saw her.)



^ par. 5 (Lev. 26:44, 45) But despite all of this, while they are in the land of their enemies, I will never completely reject them nor cast them away to the point of exterminating them, which would violate my covenant with them, for I am Jehovah their God. 45 For their sakes I will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out of the land of Egypt under the eyes of the nations, in order to prove myself their God. I am Jehovah.’”



^ par. 6 (Esther 2:19) Now when virgins* were brought together a second time, Morʹde·cai was sitting in the king’s gate.

Or “young women.”


^ par. 6 (Esther 2:21) In those days while Morʹde·cai was sitting in the king’s gate, Bigʹthan and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, got angry and plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus.

Lit., “to lay hand on.”


^ par. 6 (Esther 3:3) So the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Morʹde·cai: “Why are you ignoring the king’s commandment?”



^ par. 7 (Esther 1:1-2:4) Now in the days of A·has·u·eʹrus,* that is, the A·has·u·eʹrus who ruled over 127 provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a,* 2 in those days when King A·has·u·eʹrus was sitting on his royal throne in Shuʹshan* the citadel,* 3 in the third year of his reign, he held a banquet for all his princes and his servants. The army of Persia and Meʹdi·a, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces* were before him, 4 and he showed them the wealth of his glorious kingdom and the grandeur and the splendor of his magnificence for many days, 180 days. 5 And when these days were completed, the king held a banquet for seven days for all the people present in Shuʹshan* the citadel,* from the greatest to the least, in the courtyard of the garden of the king’s palace. 6 There were linen, fine cotton, and blue material held fast in ropes of fine fabric, purple wool in silver rings, pillars of marble, and couches of gold and silver on a pavement of porphyry, marble, pearl, and black marble. 7 Wine was served in gold cups;* each cup was different from the other, and the royal wine was plentiful, according to the means of the king. 8 The drinking was according to the rule that no one was under compulsion,* for the king had arranged with the officials of his palace that each should do as he pleased. 9 Queen Vashʹti also held a banquet for the women at the royal house* of King A·has·u·eʹrus. 10 On the seventh day, when the king’s heart was in a cheerful mood because of the wine, he told Me·huʹman, Bizʹtha, Har·boʹna, Bigʹtha, A·bagʹtha, Zeʹthar, and Carʹkas, the seven court officials who were personal attendants to King A·has·u·eʹrus, 11 to bring before the king Queen Vashʹti, wearing the royal headdress,* to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was very beautiful. 12 But Queen Vashʹti kept refusing to come at the king’s order that was conveyed through the court officials. At this the king became very angry, and his rage flared up within him. 13 The king then spoke to the wise men who had insight with regard to precedents* (for in this way the king’s matter came before all those versed in law and legal cases, 14 and those closest to him were Car·sheʹna, Sheʹthar, Ad·maʹtha, Tarʹshish, Meʹres, Mar·seʹna, and Me·muʹcan, seven princes of Persia and Meʹdi·a, who had access to the king and who occupied the highest positions in the kingdom). 15 The king asked: “According to law, what is to be done with Queen Vashʹti because she has not obeyed the order of King A·has·u·eʹrus conveyed through the court officials?” 16 To this Me·muʹcan said in the presence of the king and the princes: “It is not against the king alone that Queen Vashʹti has done wrong, but against all the princes and against all the peoples in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus. 17 For what the queen did will become known by all the wives, and they will despise their husbands and say, ‘King A·has·u·eʹrus said to bring in Queen Vashʹti before him, but she refused to come.’ 18 This very day the princesses of Persia and Meʹdi·a who know about what the queen did will talk to all the princes of the king, resulting in much contempt and indignation. 19 If it seems good to the king, let a royal decree be issued from him, and let it be written among the laws of Persia and Meʹdi·a, which cannot be repealed, that Vashʹti may never again come in before King A·has·u·eʹrus; and let the king confer her royal position on a woman who is better than she is. 20 And when the decree of the king is heard in all his vast realm, all the wives will give honor to their husbands, from the greatest to the least.” 21 This proposal pleased the king and the princes, and the king did what Me·muʹcan said. 22 So he sent letters to all the royal provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language, for every husband to be master* in his own house and to speak in the language of his own people. 
2 After these things, when the rage of King A·has·u·eʹrus had subsided, he remembered what Vashʹti had done and what had been decided against her. 2 Then the king’s personal attendants said: “A search should be made for young, beautiful virgins for the king. 3 And let the king appoint commissioners in all the provinces* of his realm to bring together all the beautiful young virgins to Shuʹshan* the citadel,* to the house of the women.* Let them be put in the care of Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch and guardian of the women, and let them be given beauty treatments.* 4 And the young woman who is most pleasing to the king will be queen instead of Vashʹti.” The suggestion was pleasing to the king, and that is what he did.

Understood to be Xerxes I, son of Darius the Great (Darius Hystaspis).
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Cush.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “vessels; goblets.”
Or “restriction.”
Or “palace.”
Or “turban.”
Or “procedures.” Lit., “the times.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “the jurisdictional districts of the king.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “prince.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “to the harem.”
Or “be given massages.”


^ (Prov. 31:30) Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised.

Or “empty.”


^ par. 8 (Esther 2:7) He was the guardian* of Ha·dasʹsah,* that is, Esther, the daughter of his father’s brother, for she had neither father nor mother. The young woman was beautifully formed and attractive in appearance, and at the death of her father and her mother, Morʹde·cai took her as his daughter.

Or “caretaker.”
Meaning “Myrtle.”


^ par. 8 (Prov. 11:22) Like a gold ring in the snout of a pig Is a beautiful woman who rejects good sense.



^ par. 9 (Esther 2:8) When the king’s word and his law were proclaimed and when many young women were brought together at Shuʹshan* the citadel* under the care of Hegʹa·i, Esther was also taken to the king’s house* under the care of Hegʹa·i the guardian of the women.

Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “palace.”


^ par. 10 (Esther 2:8) When the king’s word and his law were proclaimed and when many young women were brought together at Shuʹshan* the citadel* under the care of Hegʹa·i, Esther was also taken to the king’s house* under the care of Hegʹa·i the guardian of the women.

Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “palace.”


^ par. 10 (Esther 2:12) Each young woman had her turn to go in to King A·has·u·eʹrus after completing the 12-month treatment that was prescribed for the women, for this was the way they had to fulfill their beauty treatment*—six months with oil of myrrh and six months with balsam oil and various ointments for beauty treatment.*

Or “their massages.”
Or “and with massages of the women.”


^ par. 11 (Esther 2:11) Day after day Morʹde·cai would walk in front of the courtyard of the house of the women* to learn about Esther’s welfare and about what was happening to her.

Or “of the harem.”


^ par. 12 (Esther 2:9) Now the young woman was pleasing to him and won his favor,* so he promptly arranged for her beauty treatments* and her diet, and he assigned to her seven selected young women from the king’s house. He also transferred her and her young attendants to the best place in the house of the women.*

Or “loyal love.”
Or “her massages.”
Or “in the harem.”


^ par. 12 (Esther 2:15) And when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il the uncle of Morʹde·cai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the women, recommended. (All the while Esther was winning the favor of everyone who saw her.)



^ par. 13 (Esther 2:10) Esther did not say anything about her people or her relatives, for Morʹde·cai had instructed her not to tell anyone.



^ par. 14 (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.







^ par. 2 Ahasuerus is widely thought to have been Xerxes I, who ruled the Persian Empire early in the fifth century B.C.E.


^ par. 9 See the box “Questions About Esther,” in Chapter 16.









^ ***ia p. 138 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***

Questions About Esther


Why did Mordecai allow Esther to marry a pagan unbeliever?

There is no basis for the suggestion of some scholars that Mordecai was an opportunist who wanted Esther to wed the king for the sake of prestige. As a faithful Jew, he would not have favored such a marriage. (Deut. 7:3) Ancient Jewish tradition holds that Mordecai tried to prevent the marriage. It seems unlikely that either he or Esther, mere foreigners in a land ruled by an autocrat who held a godlike status, would have had much choice in the matter. In time, it became clear that Jehovah used Esther’s marriage as a means of protecting his people.—Esther 4:14.

Why does the book of Esther contain no mention of God’s personal name, Jehovah?

Mordecai was evidently the inspired writer of the book. Perhaps the book was at first kept with official Persian records before it was taken to Jerusalem. The use of Jehovah’s name might have moved worshippers of the Persian gods to destroy the book. In any case, Jehovah’s involvement in the story is clear. Interestingly, God’s personal name is contained in the original Hebrew text by means of acrostics, wherein the phrasing appears to have been arranged deliberately so that the first or the last letters of successive words spell out God’s name.—Esther 1:20, ftn.

Is the book of Esther historically inaccurate?

Critics level that charge against the book. However, some scholars have noted that the writer of the book showed a remarkably detailed knowledge of Persian royalty, architecture, and customs. True, no mention of Queen Esther has been found in surviving secular documents, but Esther would hardly be the only royal personage who was erased from public records. What is more, secular records do show that a man named Mardukâ, a Persian equivalent of Mordecai, served as a court official in Shushan at the time described in the book.







^ (Deut. 7:3) You must not form any marriage alliances* with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons.

Or “not intermarry.”


^ (Esther 4:14) For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?”



^ (Esther 1:20) And when the decree of the king is heard in all his vast realm, all the wives will give honor to their husbands, from the greatest to the least.”









^ ***sn song 11 Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad***


Song 11

Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad


(Proverbs 27:11)


1. Great God, we’ve vowed to do your will;

In wisdom your work we’ll fulfill.

For then we know we’ll have a part

In making glad your loving heart.

2. Your slave, your steward here on earth,

Proclaims your greatness and your worth,

Feeds us with nourishment when due,

Thus strengthens us your will to do.

3. Impart to us your active force,

That we may keep a faithful course

And bring forth fruitage to your praise

And thus make glad your heart always.



(See also Matt. 24:45-47; Luke 11:13; 22:42.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet* slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.

Or “wise.”


^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (Luke 22:42) saying: “Father, if you want to, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but yours take place.”















^ (Pss. 1:1-10:18) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.  4 The wicked are not like that; They are like the chaff that the wind blows away.  5 That is why the wicked will not remain standing in the judgment; Nor will sinners remain standing in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For Jehovah is aware of the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish. 
2 Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”  4 The One enthroned in the heavens will laugh; Jehovah will scoff at them.  5 At that time he will speak to them in his anger And terrify them in his burning anger,  6 Saying: “I myself have installed my king On Zion, my holy mountain.”  7 Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.  8 Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.  9 You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.” 10 So now, you kings, show insight; Accept correction,* you judges of the earth. 11 Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12 Honor* the son, or God* will become indignant And you will perish from the way, For His anger flares up quickly. Happy are all those taking refuge in Him. 
A melody of David when he was fleeing from his son Abʹsa·lom. 3 O Jehovah, why have my adversaries become so numerous? Why are so many rising up against me?  2 Many are saying about me:* “God will not save him.” (Selah)*  3 But you, O Jehovah, are a shield around me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head.  4 I will call aloud to Jehovah, And he will answer me from his holy mountain. (Selah)  5 I will lie down and sleep; And I will wake up in safety, For Jehovah continues to support me.  6 I am not afraid of the tens of thousands Lined up against me on every side.  7 Rise up, O Jehovah! Save me, O my God! For you will strike all my enemies on the jaw; You will break the teeth of the wicked.  8 Salvation belongs to Jehovah. Your blessing is upon your people. (Selah) 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. A melody of David. 4 When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.  2 You sons of men, how long will you turn my honor into humiliation? How long will you love what is worthless and search for what is false? (Selah)  3 Know that Jehovah will treat his loyal one in a special way;* Jehovah will hear when I call to him.  4 Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent. (Selah)  5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And trust in Jehovah.  6 There are many saying: “Who will show us anything good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Jehovah.  7 You have filled my heart with greater rejoicing Than those who have an abundant harvest of grain and new wine.  8 I will lie down and sleep in peace, For you alone, O Jehovah, make me dwell in security. 
To the director for Neʹhi·loth.* A melody of David. 5 Listen to my words, O Jehovah; Be attentive to my sighing.  2 Pay attention to my cry for help, O my King and my God, because to you I pray.  3 O Jehovah, you will hear my voice in the morning; In the morning I will express my concern to you and wait expectantly.  4 For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No one bad may remain with you.  5 No arrogant person may stand in your presence. You hate all those who behave wickedly;  6 You will destroy those who speak lies. Jehovah detests violent and deceptive people.*  7 But I will come into your house because of your great loyal love; I will bow down toward your holy temple* in reverential fear of you.  8 Lead me, O Jehovah, in your righteousness because of my foes; Make your way clear for me.  9 For nothing they say can be trusted; Within them is nothing but malice; Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.* 10 But God will declare them guilty; Their own schemes will cause their downfall. May they be driven away because of their many transgressions, For they have rebelled against you. 11 But all those who take refuge in you will rejoice; They will always shout joyfully. You will block approach to them, And those loving your name will rejoice in you. 12 For you will bless anyone righteous, O Jehovah; You will surround them with approval as with a large shield. 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments tuned to Shemʹi·nith.* A melody of David. 6 O Jehovah, do not reprove me in your anger, And do not correct me in your rage.  2 Show me favor,* O Jehovah, for I am growing weak. Heal me, O Jehovah, for my bones are shaking.  3 Yes, I am* greatly disturbed, And I ask you, O Jehovah—how long will it be?  4 Return, O Jehovah, and rescue me;* Save me for the sake of your loyal love.  5 For in death there is no mention* of you; In the Grave,* who will praise you?  6 I have grown weary with my sighing; All night long I soak my bed with tears;* I flood my couch with weeping.  7 My eye is weak from my grief; It has dimmed* because of all those harassing me.  8 Get away from me, all you who behave wickedly, For Jehovah will hear the sound of my weeping.  9 Jehovah will hear my request for favor; Jehovah will accept my prayer. 10 All my enemies will be put to shame and dismayed; They will fall back in sudden disgrace. 
A dirge* of David that he sang to Jehovah regarding the words of Cush the Benʹja·min·ite. 7 O Jehovah my God, in you I have taken refuge. Save me from all those persecuting me and rescue me.  2 Otherwise they will tear me* to pieces as a lion does, Carrying me off with no one to rescue me.  3 O Jehovah my God, if I am at fault in this, If I have acted unjustly,  4 If I have wronged the one doing good to me, Or if I have plundered my enemy without cause,*  5 Then let an enemy pursue and overtake me;* Let him trample my life down to the earth And cause my glory to perish in the dust. (Selah)  6 Rise up in your anger, O Jehovah; Stand up against the fury of my enemies; Awake for me, and demand that justice be done.  7 Let the nations surround you; And you will act against them from on high.  8 Jehovah will pass sentence on the peoples. Judge me, O Jehovah, according to my righteousness And according to my integrity.  9 Please put an end to the evil deeds of the wicked. But establish the righteous, Since you are the righteous God who examines the hearts and the deepest emotions.* 10 God is my shield, the Savior of those upright in heart. 11 God is a righteous Judge, And God proclaims his judgments* every day. 12 If anyone will not repent, He sharpens his sword; He bends his bow and makes it ready. 13 He prepares his deadly weapons; He makes ready his flaming arrows. 14 Look at the one who is pregnant with wickedness; He conceives trouble and gives birth to lies. 15 He excavates a pit and digs it deep, But he falls into the very hole he made. 16 The trouble he causes will return on his own head; His violence will fall on the crown of his head. 17 I will praise Jehovah for his justice; I will sing praises* to the name of Jehovah the Most High. 
To the director; upon the Gitʹtith.* A melody of David. 8 O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth; You have set your splendor even higher than the heavens!*  2 Out of the mouth of children and infants you have established strength On account of your adversaries, To silence the enemy and the avenger.  3 When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,  4 What is mortal man that you keep him in mind, And a son of man that you take care of him?  5 You made him a little lower than godlike ones,* And you crowned him with glory and splendor.  6 You gave him dominion over the works of your hands; You have put everything under his feet:  7 All the flocks and cattle, As well as the wild animals,*  8 The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.  9 O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth! 
To the director; upon Muth-labʹben.* A melody of David. 9 I will praise you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will tell about all your wonderful works.  2 I will rejoice and exult in you; I will sing praises* to your name, O Most High.  3 When my enemies retreat, They will stumble and perish from before you.  4 For you defend my just cause; You sit on your throne judging with righteousness.  5 You have rebuked nations and destroyed the wicked, Blotting out their name forever and ever.  6 The enemy has been ruined forever; You uprooted their cities, And all memory of them will perish.  7 But Jehovah is enthroned forever; He has firmly established his throne for justice.  8 He will judge the inhabited earth* in righteousness; He will render righteous legal decisions for the nations.  9 Jehovah will become a secure refuge* for the oppressed, A secure refuge in times of distress. 10 Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah. 11 Sing praises to Jehovah, who is dwelling in Zion; Make his deeds known among the peoples. 12 For the One who avenges their blood remembers them; He will not forget the cry of the afflicted. 13 Show me favor, O Jehovah; see my affliction by those hating me, You who raise me from the gates of death, 14 So that I may declare your praiseworthy deeds in the gates of the daughter of Zion, And rejoice in your acts of salvation. 15 The nations have sunk down into the pit they made; Their own foot has been caught in the net they hid. 16 Jehovah is known by the judgment he executes. The wicked one has been ensnared in the work of his own hands. Hig·gaʹion.* (Selah) 17 The wicked will retreat toward the Grave,* All the nations who forget God. 18 But the poor will not always be forgotten; Nor will the hope of the meek ever perish. 19 Rise up, O Jehovah! Do not let mortal man prevail. May the nations be judged in your presence. 20 Strike them with fear, O Jehovah, Let the nations know that they are only mortal men. (Selah) 
10 Why, O Jehovah, do you stand at a distance? Why do you hide yourself in times of distress?  2 The wicked one arrogantly pursues the helpless one, But he will be caught in the schemes he devises.  3 For the wicked one boasts about his selfish desires* And blesses the greedy one;* He disrespects Jehovah.  4 In his haughtiness, the wicked man makes no investigation; All his thoughts are: “There is no God.”  5 His ways keep prospering, But your judgments are beyond his understanding; He scoffs* at all his adversaries.  6 He says in his heart: “I will never be shaken;* For generation after generation I will never see calamity.”  7 His mouth is full of curses, lies, and threats; Under his tongue are trouble and injury.  8 He waits in ambush near the settlements; From his hiding place he kills an innocent one. His eyes are watching for an unfortunate victim.  9 He waits in his hiding place like a lion in its lair.* He waits to seize the helpless one. He seizes the helpless one when he pulls his net shut. 10 The victim is crushed and brought down; The unfortunate ones fall into his clutches.* 11 He says in his heart: “God has forgotten. He has turned away his face. He never notices.” 12 Rise up, O Jehovah. O God, lift up your hand. Do not forget the helpless ones. 13 Why has the wicked one disrespected God? He says in his heart: “You will not hold me accountable.” 14 But you do see trouble and distress. You look on and take matters in hand. To you the unfortunate victim turns; You are the helper for the fatherless child.* 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil man, So that when you search for his wickedness, You will find it no more. 16 Jehovah is King forever and ever. The nations have perished from the earth. 17 But you will hear the request of the meek, O Jehovah. You will make their hearts firm and pay close attention to them. 18 You will render justice to the fatherless and to those who are crushed, So that mortal man of the earth may no longer make them afraid.

Or “he meditates on His law.”
Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”
Or “Be warned.”
Lit., “Kiss.”
Lit., “he.”
Or “my soul.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “Make broad space.”
Or “distinguish his loyal one; set his loyal one apart for himself.”
See Glossary.
Or “a man of bloodshed and deception.”
Or “sanctuary.”
Or “They use a smooth tongue.”
See Glossary.
Or “mercy.”
Or “my soul is.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “remembrance.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “make my bed swim.”
Or “grown old.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “While I spared the one opposing me without cause.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “tests the hearts and the kidneys.”
Or “hurls denunciations.”
Or “make music.”
See Glossary.
Or possibly, “You whose splendor is recounted above the heavens!”
Or “than angels.”
Lit., “the beasts of the field.”
See Glossary.
Or “make music.”
Or “the productive land.”
Or “secure height.”
See Glossary.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “the desire of his soul.”
Or possibly, “The greedy one blesses himself.”
Or “puffs.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Or “thicket.”
Or “strong claws.”
Or “the orphan.”








^ (Pss. 11:0-18:50) To the director. Of David. 11 In Jehovah I have taken refuge. So how can you say to me:* “Flee like a bird to your mountain!  2 See how the wicked bend the bow; They set their arrow on the bowstring, To shoot from the darkness those upright in heart.  3 When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”  4 Jehovah is in his holy temple. Jehovah’s throne is in the heavens. His own eyes see, his watchful* eyes examine the sons of men.  5 Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.  6 Upon the wicked, he will rain down snares;* Fire and sulfur and a scorching wind will be the portion of their cup.  7 For Jehovah is righteous; he loves righteous acts. The upright will see his face.* 
To the director; tuned to Shemʹi·nith.* A melody of David. 12 Save me, O Jehovah, for the loyal one is no more; Faithful people have vanished from among men.  2 They speak lies to one another; They flatter with their lips* and speak with deceitful hearts.*  3 Jehovah will cut off all flattering lips And the tongue that makes great boasts,  4 Those who say: “We will prevail with our tongues. We use our lips as we please; Who will be our master?”  5 “Because the afflicted are oppressed, Because of the sighing of the poor, I will rise up to act,” says Jehovah. “I will save them from those who treat them with contempt.”*  6 The sayings of Jehovah are pure; They are like silver refined in an earthen furnace,* purified seven times.  7 You will guard them, O Jehovah; You will protect each one of them from this generation forever.  8 The wicked walk around unrestrained Because the sons of men promote depravity. 
To the director. A melody of David. 13 How long, O Jehovah, will you forget me? Forever? How long will you hide your face from me?  2 How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?  3 Look upon me and answer me, O Jehovah my God. Give light to my eyes, so that I may not fall asleep in death,  4 So that my enemy will not say: “I have defeated him!” Do not let my opponents rejoice over my downfall.  5 As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.  6 I will sing to Jehovah, for he has richly rewarded me.* 
To the director. Of David. 14 The foolish* one says in his heart: “There is no Jehovah.” Their actions are corrupt, and their dealings are detestable; No one is doing good.  2 But Jehovah looks down from heaven on the sons of men To see whether anyone has insight, whether anyone is seeking Jehovah.  3 They have all turned aside; They are all alike corrupt. No one is doing good, Not even one.  4 Do none of the wrongdoers understand? They devour my people as if they were eating bread. They do not call on Jehovah.  5 But they will be filled with great terror, For Jehovah is with the generation of the righteous.  6 You wrongdoers try to frustrate the plans of the lowly one, But Jehovah is his refuge.  7 O that Israel’s salvation may come from Zion! When Jehovah gathers back his captive people, Let Jacob be joyful, let Israel rejoice. 
A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.* 
A mikʹtam* of David. 16 Protect me, O God, for I have taken refuge in you.  2 I have said to Jehovah: “You are Jehovah, my Source of goodness.  3 And the holy ones in the earth, The majestic ones, bring me great delight.”  4 Those who pursue other gods multiply their sorrows. I will never pour out their drink offerings of blood, Nor will my lips mention their names.  5 Jehovah is my portion, my allotted share, and my cup. You safeguard my inheritance.  6 Pleasant places have been measured out to me. Yes, I am content with my inheritance.  7 I will praise Jehovah, who has given me advice. Even during the night, my innermost thoughts* correct me.  8 I keep Jehovah before me constantly. Because he is at my right hand, I will never be shaken.*  9 So my heart rejoices, my whole being* is joyful. And I reside* in security. 10 For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.* 11 You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever. 
A prayer of David. 17 Hear my plea for justice, O Jehovah; Pay attention to my cry for help; Listen to my prayer spoken without deceit.  2 May you make a just decision in my behalf; May your eyes see what is right.  3 You have examined my heart, you have inspected me by night; You have refined me; You will find that I have not schemed anything bad, And my mouth has not transgressed.  4 As for the activities of men, In accord with the word of your lips, I avoid the paths of the robber.  5 Let my steps stay on your tracks So that my feet will not stumble.  6 I do call on you, because you will answer me, O God. Incline your ear* to me. Hear my words.  7 Show your loyal love in a wonderful way, O Savior of those seeking refuge at your right hand From those who rebel against you.  8 Guard me like the pupil of your eye; Conceal me in the shadow of your wings.  9 Guard me from the wicked who attack me, From my mortal enemies* who surround me. 10 They have become insensitive;* With their mouth they speak arrogantly; 11 Now they hem us in; They watch for the chance to cause our downfall.* 12 He is like a lion eager to tear its prey to pieces, Like a young lion crouching in ambush. 13 Rise up, O Jehovah, to confront him and bring him down; Rescue me* from the wicked with your sword; 14 Rescue me with your hand, O Jehovah, From men of this world,* whose share is in this life, Those whom you fill with the good things you provide And who leave an inheritance to their many sons. 15 But as for me, in righteousness I will see your face; I am satisfied to awaken in your presence.* 
To the director. By Jehovah’s servant David, who addressed the words of this song to Jehovah in the day that Jehovah rescued him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said: 18 I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*  3 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  4 The ropes of death encircled me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  5 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  6 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept crying for help. From his temple he heard my voice, And my cry to him for help reached his ears.  7 Then the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the mountains trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.  8 Smoke ascended from his nostrils, And a consuming fire came from his mouth; Glowing coals blazed from him.  9 He made the heavens bend as he descended, And thick gloom was beneath his feet. 10 He rode on a cherub and came flying. He swooped down on the wings of a spirit.* 11 He then covered himself in darkness, All around him as a shelter, Dark waters and thick clouds. 12 From the brightness before him Hail and fiery coals broke through the clouds. 13 Then Jehovah began to thunder in the heavens; The Most High made his voice heard With hailstones and fiery coals. 14 He shot his arrows and scattered them; He hurled his lightning and threw them into confusion. 15 The streambeds* became visible; The foundations of the land were exposed by your rebuke, O Jehovah, By the blast of the breath from your nostrils. 16 He reached down from on high; He took hold of me and pulled me from deep waters. 17 He rescued me from my strong enemy, From those hating me, who were stronger than I was. 18 They confronted me on the day of my disaster, But Jehovah was my support. 19 He brought me out into a place of safety;* He rescued me because he was pleased with me. 20 Jehovah rewards me according to my righteousness; He repays me according to the innocence* of my hands. 21 For I have kept the ways of Jehovah, And I have not wickedly abandoned my God. 22 All his judgments are before me; I will not disregard his statutes. 23 I will remain blameless before him, And I will keep myself from error. 24 May Jehovah repay me according to my righteousness, According to the innocence of my hands before him. 25 With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly; 26 With the pure you show yourself pure, But with the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 27 For you save those who are lowly* But you abase the haughty.* 28 For it is you who light my lamp, O Jehovah, My God who lights up my darkness. 29 With your help I can charge against a marauder band; By God’s power I can scale a wall. 30 The way of the true God is perfect; The saying of Jehovah is refined. He is a shield to all those taking refuge in him. 31 For who is a God besides Jehovah? And who is a rock except our God? 32 The true God is the one who clothes me with strength, And he will make my way perfect. 33 He makes my feet like those of a deer; He makes me stand on high places. 34 He trains my hands for warfare; My arms can bend a bow of copper. 35 You give me your shield of salvation, Your right hand supports* me, And your humility makes me great. 36 You widen the path for my footsteps; My feet* will not slip. 37 I will pursue my enemies and overtake them; I will not return until they are wiped out. 38 I will crush them so that they cannot rise up; They will fall under my feet. 39 You will equip me with strength for the battle; You will make my foes collapse under me. 40 You will make my enemies retreat from me,* And I will put an end to* those who hate me. 41 They cry for help, but there is no one to save them; They even cry to Jehovah, but he does not answer them. 42 I will pound them as fine as dust in the wind; I will throw them out like mud in the streets. 43 You will rescue me from the faultfinding of the people. You will appoint me the head of nations. A people whom I have not known will serve me. 44 At a mere report they will obey me; Foreigners will come cringing before me. 45 Foreigners will lose courage;* They will come trembling from their strongholds. 46 Jehovah is alive! Praised be my Rock! Let the God of my salvation be exalted. 47 The true God executes vengeance for me; He subdues the peoples under me. 48 He rescues me from my angry enemies; You lift me high above those who attack me; You save me from the man of violence. 49 That is why I will glorify you among the nations, O Jehovah, And to your name I will sing praises.* 50 He performs great acts of salvation* for his king; He displays loyal love to his anointed one, To David and his offspring* forever.

Or “my soul.”
Or “the foundations of justice.”
Or “beaming.”
Or “His soul; His very being.”
Or possibly, “burning coals.”
Or “experience his favor.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “speak with a smooth lip.”
Lit., “with a heart and a heart.”
Or “puff at them.”
Or possibly, “a smelting furnace set on the ground.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “he has dealt rewardingly with me.”
Or “senseless.”
Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
See Glossary.
Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Lit., “my glory.”
Or “my flesh resides.”
Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”
Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”
Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “my enemies against the soul.”
Or “They are enclosed in their own fat.”
Or “throw us down to the ground.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “system of things.”
Or “to see your form.”
See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “the wind.”
Or “water channels.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Lit., “the cleanness.”
Or “afflicted.”
Lit., “haughty eyes.”
Or “sustains.”
Or “ankles.”
Or “You will give me the back of my enemies.”
Lit., “silence.”
Or “fade away.”
Or “make music.”
Or “great victories.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Ps. 18:1-19) I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*  3 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  4 The ropes of death encircled me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  5 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  6 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept crying for help. From his temple he heard my voice, And my cry to him for help reached his ears.  7 Then the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the mountains trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.  8 Smoke ascended from his nostrils, And a consuming fire came from his mouth; Glowing coals blazed from him.  9 He made the heavens bend as he descended, And thick gloom was beneath his feet. 10 He rode on a cherub and came flying. He swooped down on the wings of a spirit.* 11 He then covered himself in darkness, All around him as a shelter, Dark waters and thick clouds. 12 From the brightness before him Hail and fiery coals broke through the clouds. 13 Then Jehovah began to thunder in the heavens; The Most High made his voice heard With hailstones and fiery coals. 14 He shot his arrows and scattered them; He hurled his lightning and threw them into confusion. 15 The streambeds* became visible; The foundations of the land were exposed by your rebuke, O Jehovah, By the blast of the breath from your nostrils. 16 He reached down from on high; He took hold of me and pulled me from deep waters. 17 He rescued me from my strong enemy, From those hating me, who were stronger than I was. 18 They confronted me on the day of my disaster, But Jehovah was my support. 19 He brought me out into a place of safety;* He rescued me because he was pleased with me.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “the wind.”
Or “water channels.”
Or “a roomy place.”





^ ***sn song 106 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship***


Song 106

Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship


(Psalm 15)


1. Who is your friend, O God?

Who in your tent may dwell?

Who gains your friendship? Who gains your trust?

Who really knows you well?

All who embrace your Word,

All who have faith in you,

All who are loyal, all who are just,

Living the truth for you.

2. Who is your friend, O God?

Who may approach your throne?

Who brings delight and Makes you rejoice?

Whose name to you is known?

All who exalt your name,

All who your Word obey,

All who are faithful, honest in heart,

Truthful in all they say.

3. Rolling our cares on you,

Baring our hearts in prayer,

Drawing us closer, bonding in love,

Feeling your daily care,

We yearn to be your friend.

Long may our friendship grow.

No greater Friend could we ever gain,

No greater Friend we’ll know.



(See also Ps. 139:1; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.)





^ (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 139:1) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.



^ (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”








^ ***w03 8/1 p. 14 Jehovah, the God of Truth***

18. (a) What does friendship with God require? (b) What will be discussed in the next article?

18 Anyone who wants Jehovah’s friendship must speak the truth “in his heart,” not merely with his lips. True friends of God must be honest of heart and must give evidence of “faith without hypocrisy,” for acts of truthfulness come from the heart. (1 Timothy 1:5; Matthew 12:34, 35) A friend of God is not devious or deceptive, for “a man of . . . deception Jehovah detests.” (Psalm 5:6) Jehovah’s Witnesses throughout the earth work hard at being truthful in imitation of their God. The next article will examine this subject.



^ par. 18 (1 Tim. 1:5) Really, the objective of this instruction* is love out of a clean heart and out of a good conscience and out of faith without hypocrisy.

Or “mandate; order.”


^ par. 18 (Matt. 12:34, 35) Offspring of vipers, how can you speak good things when you are wicked? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good man out of his good treasure sends out good things, whereas the wicked man out of his wicked treasure sends out wicked things.



^ par. 18 (Ps. 5:6) You will destroy those who speak lies. Jehovah detests violent and deceptive people.*

Or “a man of bloodshed and deception.”








^ ***w89 9/15 pp. 26-27 Who Can Be God’s Friend?***

If we want God’s friendship, we cannot lie or resort to smooth talk with a double heart. (Psalm 12:2) We must ‘speak the truth in our heart,’ not just have it on our lips. Yes, we have to be inwardly honest and must give evidence of “faith without hypocrisy.” (1 Timothy 1:5) Some people lie or speak half-truths to save face. Others cheat on school tests or falsify tax returns. Such actions betray a lack of love for what is true. But truthfulness and upright acts come from the very hearts of God’s friends. (Matthew 15:18-20) They are not devious or deceptive.—Proverbs 3:32; 6:16-19.



^ (Ps. 12:2) They speak lies to one another; They flatter with their lips* and speak with deceitful hearts.*

Lit., “speak with a smooth lip.”
Lit., “with a heart and a heart.”


^ (1 Tim. 1:5) Really, the objective of this instruction* is love out of a clean heart and out of a good conscience and out of faith without hypocrisy.

Or “mandate; order.”


^ (Matt. 15:18-20) However, whatever comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and those things defile a man. 19 For example, out of the heart come wicked reasonings, murders, adulteries, sexual immorality,* thefts, false testimonies, blasphemies. 20 These are the things that defile a man; but to take a meal with unwashed* hands does not defile a man.”

Plural of the Greek por·neiʹa. See Glossary.
That is, not ceremonially cleansed.


^ (Prov. 3:32) For Jehovah detests a devious person, But His close friendship is with the upright.



^ (Prov. 6:16-19) There are six things that Jehovah hates; Yes, seven things that he* detests: 17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart plotting wicked schemes, and feet that run quickly to evil, 19 A false witness who lies with every breath, And anyone sowing contentions among brothers.

Or “his soul.”








^ ***w89 10/15 p. 12 Guard Against Harmful Gossip!***

10, 11. According to Psalm 15:1, 3, what will we not do if we desire to be God’s guest?

10 Alluding to those who revere God, Psalm 15:1 asks: “O Jehovah, who will be a guest in your tent? Who will reside in your holy mountain?” Concerning such a person, the psalmist David answers: “He has not slandered with his tongue. To his companion he has done nothing bad, and no reproach has he taken up against his intimate acquaintance.” (Psalm 15:3) Here the word “slandered” is from a Hebrew verb meaning “to foot it” and thus “to go about.” The Israelites were commanded: “Do not go about spreading slander among your people.” (Leviticus 19:16, New International Version) Anyone who ‘goes about spreading slander’ is not God’s guest and friend.

11 Friends of God do nothing bad to their companions and will not take up, or receive as truthful, any reproachful tales about upright acquaintances. Rather than spreading false stories about fellow believers and adding to the evil reproaches by the ungodly that they already bear, we should speak well of them. Never would we want to increase the burdens of our faithful brothers and sisters by saying reproachful things about them.



^ (Ps. 15:1) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?



^ (Ps. 15:3) He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.

Or “shame.”


^ par. 10 (Ps. 15:1) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?



^ par. 10 (Ps. 15:3) He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.

Or “shame.”


^ par. 10 (Lev. 19:16) “‘You must not go around spreading slander among your people. You must not stand up against the life* of your fellow man.* I am Jehovah.

Lit., “blood.”
Or possibly, “You must not stand by when your fellow man’s life is endangered.”








^ ***w89 9/15 p. 27 Who Can Be God’s Friend?***

To meet this requirement for God’s guests, we must never speak maliciously about others. (Psalm 15:3) The Hebrew verb rendered “slandered” is derived from the word for “foot” and means “to foot it” and thus “to go about.” The Israelites were commanded: “You must not go around among your people for the sake of slandering. You must not stand up against your fellow’s blood. I am Jehovah.” (Leviticus 19:16; 1 Timothy 5:13) If we slander someone, robbing him of his good name, we cannot be God’s friends.

David declared: “Anyone slandering his companion in secrecy, him I silence.” (Psalm 101:5) We too can silence slanderers if we refuse to listen to them. And a good rule is to say nothing about a person behind his back that we would not be willing to say to his face. It is fine if we have our tongue under such control. Yet, how important it is to control our actions too!



^ (Ps. 15:3) He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.

Or “shame.”


^ (Lev. 19:16) “‘You must not go around spreading slander among your people. You must not stand up against the life* of your fellow man.* I am Jehovah.

Lit., “blood.”
Or possibly, “You must not stand by when your fellow man’s life is endangered.”


^ (1 Tim. 5:13) At the same time they also learn to be unoccupied, going around from one house to another; yes, not only unoccupied but also gossipers and meddlers in other people’s affairs, talking about things they should not.



^ (Ps. 101:5) Anyone slandering his neighbor in secret, I will silence.* Anyone with haughty eyes and an arrogant heart, I will not tolerate.

Or “do away with.”








^ ***it-2 p. 779 Reproach***

REPROACH

Defamation, disgrace, or scorn, whether for just cause or not. Commonly translated from the Greek noun o·nei·di·smosʹ (and oʹnei·dos) and the Hebrew noun cher·pahʹ.—Compare Ge 30:23; Ps 69:9; Lu 1:25; Ro 15:3.

Causes for reproach could, of course, vary according to circumstances. For an Israelite male to be uncircumcised during the period of the Law covenant would be cause for reproach. (Compare Jg 14:3.) Thus when all the males born during the wilderness journey were finally circumcised just after the crossing of the Jordan, Jehovah stated: “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you.” (Jos 5:2-9) Since the evidence indicates that the Egyptians practiced circumcision, this may mean that now the Egyptians would have no basis for reproaching Israel because so many of its males were uncircumcised. (Jer 9:25, 26; see CIRCUMCISION.) On the other hand, circumcision was “a sign of the covenant” between Jehovah and Abraham’s seed. (Ge 17:9-11) Now, by this circumcision of the new generation that had grown up in the wilderness (the older generation having died there), circumcision could point to a reaffirming of their covenant relationship with God. The 40 years of wandering having ended, God was also showing them his favor; he had introduced them into the Promised Land and would now enable them to conquer it. Therefore any past Egyptian taunts, or reproach, because of what may have seemed to the Egyptians to be inability of Jehovah to bring Israel into a land of their own were now proved false. Christians under the new covenant, whether Jew or Gentile, were not subject to reproach for uncircumcision.—Ro 2:25-29; 3:28-30; 4:9-12; 1Co 7:18, 19.

For Hebrew women, continuous singleness or widowhood (Isa 4:1; 54:4), also barrenness (Ge 30:23; Lu 1:25), was viewed as a reproach. God’s promise concerning the Abrahamic seed and its becoming like “the grains of sand that are on the seashore” doubtless contributed to this feeling. (Ge 22:15-18; compare 24:59, 60.) By contrast, the apostle Paul commended singleness on the part of both men and women where the motive was service to God with undivided attention, and he said of the widow that “she is happier if she remains as she is, according to my opinion.”—1Co 7:25-28, 32-40; compare Mt 19:10-12.

Wrongs such as idolatry, adultery, thievery, and other types of immorality, however, were constant in being cause for reproach, as was all disloyalty to God.—2Sa 13:13; Pr 6:32, 33; Ro 1:18-32; 2:17-24.

Those seeking God’s approval cannot be defaming others. Concerning one who would be a guest in God’s tent, the psalmist declared: “To his companion he has done nothing bad, and no reproach has he taken up against his intimate acquaintance,” that is, he does not spread defamatory information about his intimate acquaintance. (Ps 15:1, 3) One who defrauds the lowly one or holds him in derision actually reproaches God (Pr 14:31; 17:5), as do those who level reproach against God’s servants. (Ps 74:18-23) Ultimately such reproaching leads to calamity for those engaging in it.—Zep 2:8-10.

Jehovah Silences Reproach of His People. When the Israelites engaged in false worship or in unrighteous practices, they reproached Jehovah God, because they made the worship of Jehovah appear no better than that of the nations around them. (Isa 65:7) For their unfaithfulness God permitted calamity to befall them, causing them to become an object of reproach among the nations. (Eze 5:14, 15) Not appreciating that the judgment 



^ (Gen. 30:23) And she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. Then she said: “God has taken away my reproach!”



^ (Ps. 69:9) Zeal for your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those reproaching you have fallen upon me.



^ (Luke 1:25) “This is how Jehovah* has dealt with me in these days. He has turned his attention to me to take away my reproach among men.”

See App. A5.


^ (Rom. 15:3) For even the Christ did not please himself, but just as it is written: “The reproaches of those reproaching you have fallen upon me.”



^ (Judg. 14:3) But his father and mother said to him: “Can you not find a woman among your relatives and among all our people? Must you go and take a wife from among the uncircumcised Phi·lisʹtines?” But Samson said to his father: “Get her for me, because she is the right one for me.”*

Lit., “she is right in my eyes.”


^ (Josh. 5:2-9) At that time Jehovah said to Joshua: “Make for yourself flint knives and circumcise the men of Israel again, a second time.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the men of Israel at Gibʹe·ath-ha·arʹa·loth.* 4 This is why Joshua circumcised them: All the males of the people who left Egypt, all the men of war,* had died in the wilderness on the journey after they left Egypt. 5 All the people who left Egypt were circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness on the journey after they left Egypt were not circumcised. 6 The Israelites had walked for 40 years in the wilderness until the entire nation had died off, that is, the men of war who left Egypt who did not obey the voice of Jehovah. Jehovah swore to them that he would never let them see the land that Jehovah had sworn to their forefathers to give to us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So he raised up their sons instead of them. These Joshua circumcised; they were uncircumcised because they had not circumcised them during the journey. 8 When they finished circumcising the entire nation, they remained where they were in the camp until they recovered. 9 Then Jehovah said to Joshua: “Today I have rolled away from you the reproach of Egypt.” So that place has been called Gilʹgal* until this day.

Meaning “Hill of the Foreskins.”
Or “the men of military age.”
Meaning “Rolling; Rolling Away.”


^ (Jer. 9:25, 26) “Look! Days are coming,” declares Jehovah, “and I will hold an accounting with everyone circumcised and yet uncircumcised, 26 with Egypt and Judah and Eʹdom and the Amʹmon·ites and Moʹab and with all of those with hair clipped at the temples who are dwelling in the wilderness; for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.”



^ (Gen. 17:9-11) God said further to Abraham: “As for you, you are to keep my covenant, you and your offspring* after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant between me and you, that you and your offspring* after you will keep: Every male among you must get circumcised. 11 You must circumcise the flesh of your foreskins, and it will serve as a sign of the covenant between me and you.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Rom. 2:25-29) Circumcision is, in fact, of benefit only if you practice law; but if you are a transgressor of law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26 If, therefore, an uncircumcised person keeps the righteous requirements of the Law, his uncircumcision will be counted as circumcision, will it not? 27 And the physically uncircumcised person will, by carrying out the Law, judge you who are a transgressor of law despite having its written code and circumcision. 28 For he is not a Jew who is one on the outside, nor is circumcision something on the outside, on the flesh. 29 But he is a Jew who is one on the inside, and his circumcision is that of the heart by spirit and not by a written code. That person’s praise comes from God, not from people.



^ (Rom. 3:28-30) For we consider that a man is declared righteous by faith apart from works of law. 29 Or is he the God of the Jews only? Is he not also the God of people of the nations? Yes, also of people of the nations. 30 Since God is one, he will declare circumcised people righteous as a result of faith and uncircumcised people righteous by means of their faith.



^ (Rom. 4:9-12) Does this happiness, then, only come to circumcised people or also to uncircumcised people? For we say: “Abraham’s faith was counted to him as righteousness.” 10 Under what circumstances, then, was it counted as righteousness? When he was circumcised or uncircumcised? He was not yet circumcised but was uncircumcised. 11 And he received a sign—namely, circumcision—as a seal* of the righteousness by the faith he had while in his uncircumcised state, so that he might be the father of all those having faith while uncircumcised, in order for righteousness to be counted to them; 12 and so that he might be a father to circumcised offspring, not only to those who adhere to circumcision but also to those who walk orderly in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had while in the uncircumcised state.

Or “guarantee; confirmation.”


^ (1 Cor. 7:18, 19) Was any man already circumcised when he was called? Let him not undo his circumcision. Has any man been called while uncircumcised? Let him not get circumcised. 19 Circumcision means nothing, and uncircumcision means nothing; what means something is the observing of God’s commandments.



^ (Isa. 4:1) And seven women will grab hold of one man in that day, saying: “We will eat our own bread And wear our own clothing; Only let us be called by your name To take away our disgrace.”*

That is, the humiliation of being unmarried and childless.


^ (Isa. 54:4) Do not be afraid, for you will not be put to shame; And do not feel humiliated, for you will not be disappointed. For you will forget the shame of your youth, And the disgrace of your widowhood you will remember no more.”



^ (Gen. 30:23) And she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. Then she said: “God has taken away my reproach!”



^ (Luke 1:25) “This is how Jehovah* has dealt with me in these days. He has turned his attention to me to take away my reproach among men.”

See App. A5.


^ (Gen. 22:15-18) And Jehovah’s angel called to Abraham a second time from the heavens, 16 saying: “‘By myself I swear,’ declares Jehovah, ‘that because you have done this and you have not withheld your son, your only one, 17 I will surely bless you and I will surely multiply your offspring* like the stars of the heavens and like the grains of sand on the seashore, and your offspring* will take possession of the gate* of his enemies. 18 And by means of your offspring* all nations of the earth will obtain a blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.’”

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “the cities.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Gen. 24:59, 60) So they sent off their sister Re·bekʹah and her nurse* and Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Re·bekʹah and said to her: “Our sister, may you become thousands times ten thousand,* and let your offspring* take possession of the gate* of those who hate them.”

That is, her nurse who now served as an attendant.
Or “become the mother of thousands of myriads.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “the cities.”


^ (1 Cor. 7:25-28) Now concerning virgins,* I have no command from the Lord, but I give my opinion as one who had mercy shown him by the Lord to be faithful. 26 Therefore, I think that it is best for a man to continue as he is in view of the present difficulty. 27 Are you bound to a wife? Stop seeking a release. Are you freed from a wife? Stop seeking a wife. 28 But even if you did marry, you would commit no sin. And if a virgin married, such a person would commit no sin. However, those who do will have tribulation in their flesh. But I am trying to spare you.

Or “those who have never married.”


^ (1 Cor. 7:32-40) Indeed, I want you to be free from anxiety. The unmarried man is anxious for the things of the Lord, how he may gain the Lord’s approval. 33 But the married man is anxious for the things of the world, how he may gain the approval of his wife, 34 and he is divided. Further, the unmarried woman, as well as the virgin, is anxious for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in her body and in her spirit. However, the married woman is anxious for the things of the world, how she may gain the approval of her husband. 35 But I am saying this for your personal advantage, not to restrict* you, but to move you to what is appropriate and to constant devotion to the Lord without distraction. 36 But if anyone thinks he is behaving improperly by remaining unmarried,* and if he is past the bloom of youth, then this is what should take place: Let him do what he wants; he does not sin. Let them marry. 37 But if anyone stands settled in his heart and has no necessity, but has authority over his own will and has made the decision in his own heart to remain unmarried,* he will do well. 38 So also, whoever marries* does well, but whoever does not marry will do better. 39 A wife is bound as long as her husband is alive. But if her husband should fall asleep in death, she is free to be married to whomever she wants, only in the Lord. 40 But in my opinion, she is happier if she remains as she is; and I certainly think I also have God’s spirit.

Lit., “to cast a noose upon.”
Or “toward his virginity.”
Or “to keep his own virginity.”
Or “gives his virginity in marriage.”


^ (Matt. 19:10-12) The disciples said to him: “If that is the situation of a man with his wife, it is not advisable to marry.” 11 He said to them: “Not all men make room for the saying, but only those who have the gift. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs on account of the Kingdom of the heavens. Let the one who can make room for it make room for it.”



^ (2 Sam. 13:13) How could I live down my shame? And you will be regarded as one of the disgraceful men in Israel. Now speak, please, to the king, for he will not withhold me from you.”



^ (Prov. 6:32, 33) Anyone committing adultery with a woman is lacking good sense;* The one who does so brings ruin on himself.* 33 He will get only wounds and dishonor, And his disgrace will not be wiped away.

Lit., “in want of heart.”
Or “his soul.”


^ (Rom. 1:18-32) For God’s wrath is being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who are suppressing the truth in an unrighteous way, 19 because what may be known about God is clearly evident among them, for God made it clear to them. 20 For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable. 21 For although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God nor did they thank him, but they became empty-headed in their reasonings and their senseless hearts became darkened. 22 Although claiming they were wise, they became foolish 23 and turned the glory of the incorruptible God into something like the image of corruptible man and birds and four-footed creatures and reptiles.* 24 Therefore, God, in keeping with the desires of their hearts, gave them up to uncleanness, so that their bodies might be dishonored among them. 25 They exchanged the truth of God for the lie and venerated* and rendered sacred service to the creation rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen. 26 That is why God gave them over to uncontrolled sexual passion, for their females changed the natural use of themselves into one contrary to nature; 27 likewise also the males left the natural use of* the female and became violently inflamed in their lust toward one another, males with males, working what is obscene and receiving in themselves the full penalty,* which was due for their error. 28 Just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God,* God gave them over to a disapproved mental state, to do the things not fitting. 29 And they were filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed,* and badness, being full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, and malice, being whisperers,* 30 backbiters, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, schemers of what is harmful,* disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, false to agreements, having no natural affection, and merciless. 32 Although these know full well the righteous decree of God—that those practicing such things are deserving of death—they not only keep on doing them but also approve of those practicing them.

Or “creeping things.”
Or “worshipped.”
Or “natural relations with.”
Or “recompense.”
Or “they did not approve of holding God in accurate knowledge.”
Or “covetousness.”
Or “gossipers.”
Or “inventors of injurious things.”


^ (Rom. 2:17-24) If, now, you are a Jew in name and rely on law and take pride in God, 18 and you know his will and approve of things that are excellent because you are instructed* out of the Law, 19 and you are convinced that you are a guide of the blind, a light for those in darkness, 20 a corrector of the unreasonable ones, a teacher of young children, and having the framework of the knowledge and of the truth in the Law— 21 do you, however, the one teaching someone else, not teach yourself? You, the one preaching, “Do not steal,” do you steal? 22 You, the one saying, “Do not commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You, the one abhorring idols, do you rob temples? 23 You who take pride in law, do you dishonor God by your transgressing of the Law? 24 For “the name of God is being blasphemed among the nations because of you,” just as it is written.

Or “orally instructed.”


^ (Ps. 15:1) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?



^ (Ps. 15:3) He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.

Or “shame.”


^ (Prov. 14:31) The one who defrauds the lowly one insults his Maker, But whoever shows compassion to the poor glorifies Him.



^ (Prov. 17:5) Whoever mocks the poor insults his Maker, And whoever rejoices over another’s disaster will not go unpunished.



^ (Ps. 74:18-23) Remember the enemy’s taunts, O Jehovah, How a foolish people treats your name with disrespect. 19 Do not surrender the life* of your turtledove to the wild beasts. Do not forget the life of your afflicted people forever. 20 Remember the covenant, For the dark places of the earth have become full of the haunts of violence. 21 May the crushed one not turn away disappointed; May the lowly and the poor praise your name. 22 Rise up, O God, and plead your legal case. Remember how the foolish taunt you all day long. 23 Do not forget what your foes are saying. The uproar of those who defy you is ascending constantly.

Or “soul.”


^ (Zeph. 2:8-10) “I have heard the reproach by Moʹab and the insults of the Amʹmon·ites, Who have taunted my people and made boasts against their territory.  9 Therefore as surely as I am alive,” declares Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, “Moʹab will become just like Sodʹom, And the Amʹmon·ites like Go·morʹrah, A place of nettles, a salt pit, and a permanent wasteland. The remaining ones of my people will plunder them, And the remnant of my nation will dispossess them. 10 This is what they will have instead of their pride, Because they taunted and exalted themselves against the people of Jehovah of armies.



^ (Isa. 65:7) For their errors and for the errors of their forefathers as well,” says Jehovah. “Because they have made sacrificial smoke on the mountains And have reproached me on the hills, I will first measure out their wages in full.”*

Lit., “into their bosom.”


^ (Ezek. 5:14, 15) “‘I will make you a devastated place and an object of reproach among the surrounding nations and in the eyes of everyone passing by. 15 You will become an object of reproach and scorn, a warning example and a horror to the nations around you, when I execute judgment on you in anger and in wrath and with furious punishments. I, Jehovah, have spoken.









^ ***w06 5/15 p. 19 par. 2 Highlights From Book One of Psalms***

15:4. Unless we come to the realization that we have made an unscriptural promise, we should do all we can to fulfill our word, even if it is very difficult to do so.



^ par. 2 (Ps. 15:4) He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.

Lit., “oath.”








^ ***w89 9/15 pp. 29-30 Who Can Be God’s Friend?***

course, if we learn that something we promised is unscriptural, we should not do it.

Joshua did not break a covenant with the Gibeonites even though he later learned that they had deceived him into making it. (Joshua 9:16-19) So we should be men, women, and young persons who keep our word. Let us not make promises to others and then leave them in the lurch when more appealing opportunities open up to us. Jesus said: “Just let your word Yes mean Yes, your No, No.” (Matthew 5:37) Especially should those dedicated to Jehovah be determined to live up to their promise to serve him eternally as his Witnesses. Besides keeping promises, we should be considerate in financial matters, as David shows in the 15th Psalm, verse 5 Ps 15:5 .

“His money he has not given out on interest”

Money lent for business purposes can rightly be repaid with interest. But here David meant ‘giving out money’ to the destitute. The Mosaic Law specified: “If you should lend money to my people, to the afflicted alongside you, you must not become like a usurer to him. You must not lay interest upon him.” (Exodus 22:25; Leviticus 25:35, 36) When Nehemiah found the poor suffering as victims of usurers, he stopped such exploitation.—Nehemiah 5:1-13.

For “interest,” David used a Hebrew word derived from another one signifying “to bite.” This suggests that greedy usurers were devouring the poor and the little that they had. Clearly, it is much better to help the poverty-stricken without expecting any return. Jesus made such a point by saying: “When you spread a dinner or evening meal, . . . invite poor people, crippled, lame, blind; and you will be happy, because they have nothing with which to repay you. For you will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous ones.” (Luke 14:12-14) A person desiring to be God’s friend and guest would never take undue advantage of his neighbor’s poverty and would comply with what the psalmist goes on to mention.

“And a bribe against the innocent one he has not taken”

A bribe has a corrupting influence. The Israelites were commanded: “You must not . . . accept a bribe, for the bribe blinds the eyes of wise ones and distorts the words of righteous ones.” (Deuteronomy 16:19) It is especially evil to take a bribe to do injury to an “innocent one,” perhaps by changing court testimony. How despicable Judas Iscariot was in accepting a bribe to betray innocent Jesus!—Matthew 26:14-16.

We may consider ourselves faultless in this regard. But have we ever been tempted to buy our way out of an embarrassing situation? The prophet Samuel never accepted “hush money,” or a bribe. (1 Samuel 12:3, 4) All of us must conduct ourselves in that way if we are to be God’s friends and guests.

“He that is doing these things will never be made to totter”

After its tenfold description of an upright person, the 15th Psalm concludes with the foregoing words. They may well make us analyze our religion. If it is the true faith, it should teach us to (1) walk faultlessly and practice righteousness, (2) speak the truth even in the heart, (3) avoid slandering others, and (4) refrain from doing anything bad. Religion acceptable to God will (5) keep us from taking up reproaches against upright acquaintances and will (6) make us avoid association with contemptible persons. The true faith will move us to (7) honor those fearing Jehovah, (8) carry out what we have promised to do if it is proper, (9) give to the impoverished without charging interest, and (10) never take a bribe against an innocent person.

David does not say that anyone reading, hearing, speaking, or even believing these things “will never be made to totter.” This will be the experience only of the individual “that is doing these things.” Faith without works to back it up is dead and does not result in divine approval. (James 2:26) Doers of the good things mentioned in the 15th Psalm will not totter, for Jehovah will protect and uphold them.—Psalm 55:22.

There is, of course, more to pure worship than the ten points mentioned in the 15th Psalm. Jesus’ followers later learned other things about worshiping God “with spirit and truth.” (John 4:23, 24) So can you, for people who do these things exist today. Regular association with these Witnesses of Jehovah and study of the Bible will build up hope of life in an earthly paradise where you can be God’s guest and friend forever.



^ (Josh. 9:16-19) At the end of three days, after they made a covenant with them, they heard that they lived nearby, in their vicinity. 17 Then the Israelites set out and came to their cities on the third day; their cities were Gibʹe·on, Che·phiʹrah, Be·erʹoth, and Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim. 18 But the Israelites did not attack them, because the chieftains of the assembly had sworn an oath to them by Jehovah the God of Israel. So all the assembly began to murmur against the chieftains. 19 At this all the chieftains said to the entire assembly: “Since we swore an oath to them by Jehovah the God of Israel, we are not allowed to hurt them.



^ (Matt. 5:37) Just let your word ‘Yes’ mean yes, your ‘No,’ no, for what goes beyond these is from the wicked one.



^ (Ps. 15:5) He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ex. 22:25) “If you lend money to anyone poor* of my people, someone who is dwelling with you, you must not become like a moneylender* to him. You must not charge him interest.

Or “afflicted.”
Or “usurer.”


^ (Lev. 25:35, 36) “‘If your brother who is nearby becomes poor and cannot support himself, you must sustain him as you would a foreign resident and a settler, so that he may keep alive with you. 36 Do not take interest or make a profit* from him. You must be in fear of your God, and your brother will keep alive with you.

Or “take usury.”


^ (Neh. 5:1-13) However, there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against their Jewish brothers. 2 Some were saying: “We are many with our sons and our daughters. We must get grain in order to eat and stay alive.” 3 Others were saying: “We are giving our fields and our vineyards and our houses as security to get grain during the food shortage.” 4 Still others were saying: “We have borrowed money on our fields and our vineyards for the king’s tribute. 5 Now we are of the same flesh and blood as our brothers,* and our children are just like their children; yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery, and some of our daughters are already in slavery. But we are powerless to stop this, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.” 6 I became very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7 So I considered these things in my heart, and I took issue with the nobles and the deputy rulers and said to them: “Each one of you is demanding interest* from your own brother.” Further, I arranged for a great assembly because of them. 8 And I said to them: “To the extent possible, we have bought back our own Jewish brothers who were sold to the nations; but will you now sell your own brothers, and are they to be sold back to us?” At this they became speechless, and they could find nothing to say. 9 Then I said: “What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of our God so that the nations, our enemies, cannot reproach us? 10 Moreover, I, my brothers, and my attendants are lending them money and grain. Let us, please, stop this lending on interest. 11 Please, restore to them on this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive groves, and their houses, as well as the hundredth* of the money, the grain, the new wine, and the oil that you are demanding as interest from them.” 12 To this they said: “We will restore these things to them and ask nothing back. We will do precisely as you say.” So I called the priests and made those men swear to keep this promise. 13 Also, I shook out the folds of my garment* and said: “In this manner may the true God shake out from his house and from his possessions every man who does not carry out this promise, and in this manner may he be shaken out and emptied.” To this all the congregation said: “Amen!”* And they praised Jehovah, and the people did as they promised.

Lit., “like the flesh of our brothers is our flesh.”
Or “usury.”
Or “1 percent,” that is, monthly.
Lit., “shook out my bosom.”
Or “So be it!”


^ (Luke 14:12-14) Next he said also to the man who had invited him: “When you spread a dinner or an evening meal, do not call your friends or your brothers or your relatives or your rich neighbors. Otherwise, they might also invite you in return, and it would become a repayment to you. 13 But when you spread a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; 14 and you will be happy, because they have nothing with which to repay you. For you will be repaid in the resurrection of the righteous ones.”



^ (Deut. 16:19) You must not pervert justice, show partiality, or accept a bribe, for the bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and distorts the words of the righteous.



^ (Matt. 26:14-16) Then one of the Twelve, the one called Judas Is·carʹi·ot, went to the chief priests 15 and said: “What will you give me to betray him to you?” They stipulated to him 30 silver pieces. 16 So from then on, he kept looking for a good opportunity to betray him.



^ (1 Sam. 12:3, 4) Here I am. Testify against me before Jehovah and before his anointed one: Whose bull or whose donkey have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded or crushed? From whose hand have I accepted a bribe* to make me look the other way? If I have, I will restore it to you.” 4 To this they said: “You have not defrauded us or crushed us or accepted anything at all from anyone’s hand.”

Or “hush money.”


^ (Jas. 2:26) Indeed, just as the body without spirit* is dead, so also faith without works is dead.

Or “breath.”


^ (Ps. 55:22) Throw your burden on Jehovah, And he will sustain you. Never will he allow the righteous one to fall.*

Or “stagger; totter.”


^ (John 4:23, 24) Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for indeed, the Father is looking for ones like these to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”









^ ***it-1 p. 1211 Integrity***

Integrity requires uncompromising loyalty to God and adherence to righteousness, not merely under favorable conditions or circumstances, but under all conditions and at all times. After stressing that only the integrity-keeper, “speaking the truth in his heart,” is acceptable to Jehovah, the psalmist says of such a one that “he has sworn to what is bad for himself, and yet he does not alter,” that is, even if something he has solemnly agreed to turns out to be apparently against his personal interests, he still stays true to his agreement. (Ps 15:1-5; contrast Ro 1:31; 1Ti 1:10.) Integrity, then, is most evident when the individual’s devotion is under test and he is pressured to abandon his righteous course. Though made a laughingstock by opposers (Job 12:4; compare Jer 20:7) or made the object of their bitter speech (Ps 64:3, 4), hatred, and violent persecution (Pr 29:10; Am 5:10), whether in sickness or in distressful adversity, a person must ‘hold fast his integrity’ as did Job, no matter what the cost.—Job 2:3.



^ (Ps. 15:1-5) O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Rom. 1:31) without understanding, false to agreements, having no natural affection, and merciless.



^ (1 Tim. 1:10) sexually immoral people,* men who practice homosexuality,* kidnappers, liars, perjurers,* and everything else that is in opposition to the wholesome* teaching

See Glossary, “Sexual immorality.”
Or “men who have sex with men.” Lit., “men who lie with men.”
Or “those who swear falsely.”
Or “healthful; beneficial.”


^ (Job 12:4) I have become a laughingstock to my companions, One calling to God for an answer. A righteous and blameless man is a laughingstock.



^ (Jer. 20:7) You have fooled me, O Jehovah, and I was fooled. You used your strength against me, and you prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; Everyone ridicules me.



^ (Ps. 64:3, 4) They sharpen their tongue just like a sword; They aim their cruel words like arrows,  4 To shoot at the innocent from their hiding places; They shoot at him suddenly, without fear.



^ (Prov. 29:10) Bloodthirsty men hate anyone innocent,* And they seek to take the life* of the upright.*

Or “blameless.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “But the upright seeks to protect his life.”


^ (Amos 5:10) They hate those who give reproof in the city gate, And they detest those who speak truthfully.



^ (Job 2:3) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”








^ ***w06 5/15 p. 18 par. 3 Highlights From Book One of Psalms***

11:3—What foundations are torn down? These are the very foundations on which human society rests—law, order, and justice. When these are in disarray, social disorder prevails and there is no justice. Under such conditions, “anyone righteous” must fully trust in God.—Psalm 11:4-7.



^ par. 3 (Ps. 11:3) When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”

Or “the foundations of justice.”


^ par. 3 (Ps. 11:4-7) Jehovah is in his holy temple. Jehovah’s throne is in the heavens. His own eyes see, his watchful* eyes examine the sons of men.  5 Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.  6 Upon the wicked, he will rain down snares;* Fire and sulfur and a scorching wind will be the portion of their cup.  7 For Jehovah is righteous; he loves righteous acts. The upright will see his face.*

Or “beaming.”
Or “His soul; His very being.”
Or possibly, “burning coals.”
Or “experience his favor.”








^ ***w05 5/15 p. 32 On What Foundation Are You Building?***

The prophet Isaiah, for example, refers to Jehovah God as the one “laying the foundation of the earth.” (Isaiah 51:13) This foundation consists of the unchangeable laws of God that control the movement of the earth and hold it in its place. (Psalm 104:5) God’s Word, the Bible, also speaks of “the foundations” on which human society rests. These are justice, law, and order. When they are “torn down,” or undermined, by injustice, corruption, and violence, there is a breakdown in social order.—Psalm 11:2-6; Proverbs 29:4.



^ (Isa. 51:13) Why do you forget Jehovah your Maker, The One who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundation of the earth? And all day long you were in constant fear of the rage of the oppressor,* As though he were in a position to bring you to ruin. Where, now, is the rage of the oppressor?

Or “the one hemming you in.”


^ (Ps. 104:5) He has established the earth on its foundations; It will not be moved from its place* forever and ever.

Or “will not totter.”


^ (Ps. 11:2-6) See how the wicked bend the bow; They set their arrow on the bowstring, To shoot from the darkness those upright in heart.  3 When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”  4 Jehovah is in his holy temple. Jehovah’s throne is in the heavens. His own eyes see, his watchful* eyes examine the sons of men.  5 Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.  6 Upon the wicked, he will rain down snares;* Fire and sulfur and a scorching wind will be the portion of their cup.

Or “the foundations of justice.”
Or “beaming.”
Or “His soul; His very being.”
Or possibly, “burning coals.”


^ (Prov. 29:4) By justice a king brings stability to a land, But a man seeking bribes brings it to ruin.









^ ***w11 8/15 p. 16 They Found the Messiah!***

Hail the Messianic King!

19. What happened in keeping with the prophetic words of Psalm 16:10?

19 The Messiah would be resurrected. David wrote: “You [Jehovah] will not leave my soul in Sheol.” (Ps. 16:10) Imagine the surprise of the women who came to the tomb where Jesus’ body had been laid. There they encountered a materialized angel, who told them: “Stop being stunned. You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was impaled. He was raised up, he is not here. See! The place where they laid him.” (Mark 16:6) To the crowd present in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., the apostle Peter declared: “[David] saw beforehand and spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he forsaken in Hades nor did his flesh see corruption.” (Acts 2:29-31) God did not allow the physical body of his beloved Son to decay. Moreover, Jesus was miraculously raised to life in the spirit!—1 Pet. 3:18.



^ (Ps. 16:10) For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.*

Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”


^ par. 19 (Ps. 16:10) For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.*

Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”


^ par. 19 (Mark 16:6) He said to them: “Do not be stunned. You are looking for Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ who was executed on the stake. He was raised up. He is not here. Look, here is the place where they laid him.



^ par. 19 (Acts 2:29-31) “Men, brothers, it is permissible to speak with freeness of speech to you about the family head David, that he died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his offspring* on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he forsaken in the Grave* nor did his flesh see corruption.*

Lit., “one from the fruitage of his loins.”
Or “Hades,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “decay.”


^ par. 19 (1 Pet. 3:18) For Christ died once for all time for sins, a righteous person for unrighteous ones, in order to lead you to God. He was put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.









^ ***w05 5/1 pp. 14-15 Who Will Be Resurrected?***

 9. (a) How does the Bible show that the Hebrew word “Sheol” and the Greek word “Hades” refer to the same place? (b) What prospect do those in Sheol, or Hades, have?

9 Centuries later, David became king of the 12 tribes of Israel. At his death, he “lay down with his forefathers.” (1 Kings 2:10) Was he too in Sheol? Interestingly, on the day of Pentecost 33 C.E., the apostle Peter referred to David’s death and quoted Psalm 16:10: “You will not leave my soul in Sheol.” After mentioning that David was still in his tomb, Peter applied those words to Jesus and indicated that David “saw beforehand and spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he forsaken in Hades nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God resurrected, of which fact we are all witnesses.” (Acts 2:29-32) Peter here used the word “Hades,” the Greek counterpart of the Hebrew word “Sheol.” Thus, those said to be in Hades are in the same situation as those said to be in Sheol. They are sleeping, awaiting a resurrection.



^ par. 9 (1 Ki. 2:10) Then David was laid to rest with his forefathers and was buried in the City of David.



^ par. 9 (Ps. 16:10) For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.*

Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”


^ par. 9 (Acts 2:29-32) “Men, brothers, it is permissible to speak with freeness of speech to you about the family head David, that he died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Because he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would seat one of his offspring* on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he forsaken in the Grave* nor did his flesh see corruption.* 32 God resurrected this Jesus, and of this we are all witnesses.

Lit., “one from the fruitage of his loins.”
Or “Hades,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “decay.”








^ ***wp16 p. 16 What Does the Bible Say?***


What Does the Bible Say?



Does God have a name?

SOME PEOPLE SAY that he has no name, others say that it is God or Lord, and still others say that he has dozens of names. What do you think?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“You, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”—Psalm 83:18.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  Although God has many titles, he has given himself only one name.—Exodus 3:15.



	  God is not a mystery; he wants us to get to know him.—Acts 17:27.



	  Knowing God’s name can be the first step to having a friendship with him.—James 4:8.





Is it wrong to pronounce God’s name?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

	  Yes



	  No



	  It depends





WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“You must not take up the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless way.” (Exodus 20:7) The only time it is wrong to use God’s name is if this is done disrespectfully.—Jeremiah 29:9.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  Jesus knew and used God’s name.—John 17:25, 26.



	  God invites us to address him by name.—Psalm 105:1.



	  God’s enemies try to make people forget his name.—Jeremiah 23:27.







For more information, see chapter 1 of this book, What Does the Bible Really Teach?, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses

Also available at www.jw.org





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Ex. 3:15) Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.



^ (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ex. 20:7) “You must not take up the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless way, for Jehovah will not leave unpunished the one who takes up His name in a worthless way.



^ (Jer. 29:9) For ‘they are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,’ declares Jehovah.”’”



^ (John 17:25, 26) Righteous Father, the world has, indeed, not come to know you, but I know you, and these have come to know that you sent me. 26 I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Jer. 23:27) They intend to make my people forget my name by the dreams they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot my name because of Baʹal.









^ ***wp16 p. 16 What Does the Bible Say?***


What Does the Bible Say?



Does God have a name?

SOME PEOPLE SAY that he has no name, others say that it is God or Lord, and still others say that he has dozens of names. What do you think?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“You, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”—Psalm 83:18.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  Although God has many titles, he has given himself only one name.—Exodus 3:15.



	  God is not a mystery; he wants us to get to know him.—Acts 17:27.



	  Knowing God’s name can be the first step to having a friendship with him.—James 4:8.





Is it wrong to pronounce God’s name?

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

	  Yes



	  No



	  It depends





WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“You must not take up the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless way.” (Exodus 20:7) The only time it is wrong to use God’s name is if this is done disrespectfully.—Jeremiah 29:9.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  Jesus knew and used God’s name.—John 17:25, 26.



	  God invites us to address him by name.—Psalm 105:1.



	  God’s enemies try to make people forget his name.—Jeremiah 23:27.







For more information, see chapter 1 of this book, What Does the Bible Really Teach?, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses

Also available at www.jw.org





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Ex. 3:15) Then God said once more to Moses: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘Jehovah the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.



^ (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ex. 20:7) “You must not take up the name of Jehovah your God in a worthless way, for Jehovah will not leave unpunished the one who takes up His name in a worthless way.



^ (Jer. 29:9) For ‘they are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,’ declares Jehovah.”’”



^ (John 17:25, 26) Righteous Father, the world has, indeed, not come to know you, but I know you, and these have come to know that you sent me. 26 I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Jer. 23:27) They intend to make my people forget my name by the dreams they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot my name because of Baʹal.









^ ***bh pp. 100-101 Spirit Creatures—How They Affect Us***


10. What is spiritism?

10 To mislead people, the demons use spiritism. The practice of spiritism is involvement with the demons, both in a direct way and through a human medium. The Bible condemns spiritism and warns us to keep free from everything connected with it. (Galatians 5:19-21) Spiritism does for the demons what bait does for fishermen. A fisherman uses a variety of baits to catch various kinds of fish. Similarly, wicked spirits use different forms of spiritism to bring all sorts of people under their influence.

11. What is divination, and why should we avoid it?

11 One type of bait used by the demons is divination. What is divination? It is an attempt to find out about the future or about something unknown. Some forms of divination are astrology, the use of tarot cards, crystal gazing, palmistry, and the search for mysterious omens, or signs, in dreams. Although many people think that practicing divination is harmless, the Bible shows that fortune-tellers and wicked spirits work together. For instance, Acts 16:16-18 mentions “a demon of divination” that enabled a girl to practice fortune-telling. But she lost this ability when the demon was cast out of her.





^ par. 10 (Gal. 5:19-21) Now the works of the flesh are plainly seen, and they are sexual immorality,* uncleanness, brazen conduct,* 20 idolatry, spiritism,* hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, dissensions, divisions, sects, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties,* and things like these. I am forewarning you about these things, the same way I already warned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.
Or “shameless conduct.” Greek, a·selʹgei·a. See Glossary.
Or “sorcery; druggery.”
Or “revelries.”


^ par. 11 (Acts 16:16-18) Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling.* 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. Finally Paul got tired of it and turned and said to the spirit: “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.

Or “practicing the art of prediction.”








^ ***sn song 70 “Make Sure of the More Important Things”***


Song 70

“Make Sure of the More Important Things”


(Philippians 1:10)


1. How great our need today for discernment,

To know the things that are true,

To know which things have greater importance,

To know which things we must do!

Love what is good; Hate what is bad.

Make God’s heart glad;

Find all the joy that it brings. Always pray;

Study each day.

Yes, may we do these important things.

2. And what could be of greater importance

Than sharing Kingdom good news,

To find our Father’s lost little sheep,

And to help them his way to choose?

They need to hear; They need to know.

Oh, may we show

Love for our neighbors and help them to see,

Help them get free!

Preaching is such an important thing.

3. If we take care to do what’s important,

Our faith will make us secure.

We’ll know the peace beyond human thinking

And keep our hope ever sure.

True friends we’ll find; True love we’ll know.

This love will grow.

Oh, what rich blessings it brings when we learn,

When we discern,

And when we do the important things!



(See also Ps. 97:10; Matt. 22:37; John 21:15-17; Acts 10:42.)





^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.


^ (John 21:15-17) When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” 17 He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.



^ (Acts 10:42) Also, he ordered us to preach to the people and to give a thorough witness that this is the one decreed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.









^ ***ia pp. 130-134 She Stood Up for God’s People***


15, 16. (a) How did Esther win the king’s love? (b) Why might the changes in Esther’s life have been challenging?

15 When the time came for Esther to be presented to the king, she was given the liberty to select any items that she thought she might need, perhaps to beautify herself further. Modestly, though, she asked for nothing beyond what Hegai mentioned to her. (Esther 2:15) She probably realized that beauty alone would not win the king’s heart; a modest and humble spirit would prove a far rarer commodity in that court. Was she right?

16 The account answers: “The king came to love Esther more than all the other women, so that she gained more favor and loving-kindness before him than all the other virgins. And he proceeded to put the royal headdress upon her head and make her queen instead of Vashti.” (Esther 2:17) It must have been hard for this humble Jewish girl to adjust to the change in her life—she was the new queen, wife to the most powerful monarch on earth at that time! Did her new position go to her head, filling her with pride? Far from it!

17. (a) In what ways did Esther remain obedient to her adoptive father? (b) Why is Esther’s example an important one for us today?

17 Esther remained obedient to her adoptive father, Mordecai. She kept her connection to the Jewish people a secret. Further, when Mordecai uncovered a plot to assassinate Ahasuerus, Esther obediently passed his warning along to the king, and the plotters were foiled. (Esther 2:20-23) She still expressed faith in her God by showing a humble, obedient spirit. How we need Esther’s example today, when obedience is rarely valued as a virtue and when disobedience and rebellion are the norm! But people of genuine faith treasure obedience, as Esther did.

Esther’s Faith Under Test

18. (a) Why might Mordecai have refused to bow down to Haman? (See also footnote.) (b) How do men and women of faith today imitate the example of Mordecai?

18 A man named Haman rose to prominence in the court of Ahasuerus. The king appointed him prime minister, making Haman his principal adviser and the second in command in the empire. The king even decreed that all who saw this official must bow down to him. (Esther 3:1-4) For Mordecai, that law posed a problem. He believed in obeying the king but not at the cost of disrespecting God. You see, Haman was an Agagite. That evidently means that he was a descendant of Agag, the Amalekite king who was executed by God’s prophet Samuel. (1 Sam. 15:33) So wicked were the Amalekites that they had made themselves enemies of Jehovah and Israel. As a people, the Amalekites stood condemned by God.* (Deut. 25:19) How could a faithful Jew bow down to an Amalekite? Mordecai could not. He stood his ground. To this day, men and women of faith have risked their lives to adhere to this principle: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.”—Acts 5:29.

19. What did Haman want to do, and how did he go about persuading the king?

19 Haman was enraged. But it was not enough for him to find a way to kill off Mordecai. He wanted to exterminate all of Mordecai’s people! Haman persuaded the king by painting a dark portrait of the Jews. Without naming them, he implied that they were inconsequential, a people “scattered and separated among the peoples.” Even worse, he said that they did not obey the king’s laws; hence, they were dangerous rebels. He proposed to donate to the king’s treasury an immense sum of money to cover the expense of slaughtering all the Jews in the empire.* Ahasuerus gave Haman the king’s own signet ring to seal any order that he had in mind.—Esther 3:5-10.

20, 21. (a) How did Haman’s proclamation affect the Jews throughout the Persian Empire, including Mordecai? (b) What did Mordecai implore Esther to do?

20 Soon messengers were speeding on horseback to every corner of the vast empire, delivering what amounted to a death sentence on the Jewish people. Imagine the impact of such a proclamation when it reached far-off Jerusalem, where a remnant of Jews who had returned from exile in Babylon were struggling to rebuild a city that still had no wall to defend it. Perhaps Mordecai thought of them, as well as of his own friends and relatives in Shushan, when he heard the terrible news. Distraught, he ripped his clothes, wore sackcloth and placed ashes on his head, and cried aloud in the middle of the city. Haman, however, sat drinking with the king, unmoved by the grief he had stirred up among the many Jews and their friends in Shushan.—Read Esther 3:12–4:1.

21 Mordecai knew that he had to act. But what could he do? Esther heard of his distress and sent clothes to him, but Mordecai refused to take comfort. Maybe he had long wondered why his God, Jehovah, had allowed dear Esther to be taken from him and made the queen of a pagan ruler. Now the reason seemed to be emerging. Mordecai sent a message to the queen, imploring Esther to intercede with the king, to stand up “for her own people.”—Esther 4:4-8.

22. Why was Esther afraid to appear before her husband the king? (See also footnote.)

22 Esther’s heart must have sunk when she heard that message. Here was her greatest test of faith. She was afraid, as she freely revealed in her reply to Mordecai. She reminded him of the king’s law. To appear before the king unsummoned meant a death sentence. Only if the king held out his golden scepter was the offender spared. And did Esther have any reason to expect such clemency, especially in view of Vashti’s fate when she had refused the king’s command to appear? Esther told Mordecai that the king had not invited her to see him in 30 days! Such neglect left her plenty of reason to wonder if she had fallen out of favor with this capricious monarch.*—Esther 4:9-11.

23. (a) What did Mordecai say to bolster Esther’s faith? (b) Why is Mordecai worthy of imitation?

23 Mordecai replied firmly to bolster Esther’s faith. He assured her that if she failed to act, salvation for the Jews would arise from some other source. But how could she expect to be spared once the persecution gathered force? Here Mordecai showed his profound faith in Jehovah, who would never let His people be exterminated and His promises go unfulfilled. (Josh. 23:14) Then Mordecai asked Esther: “Who is there knowing whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to royal dignity?” (Esther 4:12-14) Is not Mordecai worthy of imitation? He trusted completely in his God, Jehovah. Do we?—Prov. 3:5, 6.

A Faith Stronger Than the Fear of Death

24. How did Esther show faith and courage?

24 For Esther, the time of decision had arrived. She asked Mordecai to get her countrymen to join her in a three-day fast, concluding her message with a statement that resonates down to this day in its simple faith and courage: “In case I must perish, I must perish.” (Esther 4:15-17) She must have prayed more fervently in those three days than she ever had in her life. Finally, though, the moment came. She dressed in her very best royal finery, doing all she could to appeal to the king. Then she went.

25. Describe how events unfolded as Esther appeared before her husband.

25 As described at the outset of this chapter, Esther made her way to the king’s court. We can only imagine the anxious thoughts and fervent prayers filling her mind and heart. She entered the courtyard, where she could see Ahasuerus on his throne. Perhaps she tried to read the expression on his face—the face that was framed by the carefully tended, symmetrical curls of his hair and of his squared beard. If she had to wait, it must have felt like an eternity. But the moment passed—her husband saw her. He was surely surprised, but his expression softened. He held out his golden scepter!—Esther 5:1, 2.

26. Why do true Christians need courage like Esther’s, and why was her work only beginning?

26 Esther had gained an audience, a hearing ear. She had taken a stand for her God and for her people, setting a beautiful example of faith for all servants of God down through time. True Christians today cherish such examples. Jesus said that his genuine followers would be marked by self-sacrificing love. (Read John 13:34, 35.) Showing such love often requires courage like Esther’s. But even after Esther stood up for God’s people that day, her work was only beginning. How would she convince the king that his favorite adviser, Haman, was a wicked schemer? How could she help to save her people? We will consider these questions in the following chapter.





^ par. 15 (Esther 2:15) And when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il the uncle of Morʹde·cai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she did not request anything except what Hegʹa·i the king’s eunuch, the guardian of the women, recommended. (All the while Esther was winning the favor of everyone who saw her.)



^ par. 16 (Esther 2:17) And the king came to love Esther more than all the other women, and she won his favor and approval* more than any of the other virgins. So he put the royal headdress* on her head and made her queen instead of Vashʹti.

Or “loyal love.”
Or “turban.”


^ par. 17 (Esther 2:20-23) Esther did not say anything about her relatives and her people, just as Morʹde·cai had instructed her; Esther continued to do what Morʹde·cai said, just as when she was under his care. 21 In those days while Morʹde·cai was sitting in the king’s gate, Bigʹthan and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, got angry and plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus. 22 But Morʹde·cai learned about it, and he immediately told Queen Esther. Esther then spoke to the king in Morʹde·cai’s name.* 23 So the matter was investigated and eventually confirmed, and both men were hanged on a stake; and this was all recorded in the book of the history of the times in the presence of the king.

Lit., “to lay hand on.”
Or “on behalf of Mordecai.”


^ par. 18 (Esther 3:1-4) After this King A·has·u·eʹrus promoted Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite and exalted him by putting his throne above all the other princes who were with him. 2 And all the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate would bow low and prostrate themselves to Haʹman, for this is what the king had commanded respecting him. But Morʹde·cai refused to bow low or prostrate himself. 3 So the king’s servants who were in the king’s gate said to Morʹde·cai: “Why are you ignoring the king’s commandment?” 4 Day after day they would ask him, but he would not listen to them. Then they told Haʹman to see whether Morʹde·cai’s conduct would be tolerated; for he had told them that he was a Jew.



^ par. 18 (1 Sam. 15:33) However, Samuel said: “Just as your sword has bereaved women of children, so your mother will be most bereaved among women.” With that Samuel hacked Aʹgag to pieces before Jehovah at Gilʹgal.



^ par. 18 (Deut. 25:19) When Jehovah your God has given you rest from all your enemies around you in the land that Jehovah your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, you should wipe out the mention of Amʹa·lek from under the heavens. You must not forget.



^ par. 18 (Acts 5:29) In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.



^ par. 19 (Esther 3:5-10) Now when Haʹman saw that Morʹde·cai refused to bow low and prostrate himself to him, Haʹman became filled with rage. 6 But he despised the thought of doing away with* Morʹde·cai alone, for they had told him about Morʹde·cai’s people. So Haʹman began seeking to annihilate all the Jews who were in the entire realm of A·has·u·eʹrus, all of Morʹde·cai’s people. 7 In the first month, that is, the month of Niʹsan,* in the 12th year of King A·has·u·eʹrus, they cast Pur (that is, the Lot) before Haʹman to determine the day and the month, and it fell on the 12th month, that is, Aʹdar.* 8 Haʹman then said to King A·has·u·eʹrus: “There is a certain people scattered and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces* of your realm, whose laws are different from those of all other peoples; and they do not obey the king’s laws, and it is not in the king’s interests to let them be. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be destroyed. I will pay 10,000 silver talents* to the officials to put into the royal treasury.”* 10 At that the king removed his signet ring from his own hand and gave it to Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, who was the enemy of the Jews.

Lit., “laying a hand on.”
See App. B15.
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
Or possibly, “I will pay 10,000 talents into the royal treasury for those who carry out this work.”


^ par. 20 (Esther 3:12-4:1) The king’s secretaries were then called on the 13th day of the first month. They put in writing all of Haʹman’s orders to the king’s satraps, the governors who were over the provinces,* and the princes of the different peoples, to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language. It was written in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 13 The letters were sent by means of couriers to all the king’s provinces,* giving the order to annihilate, to kill, and to destroy all the Jews, young and old alike, children and women, on a single day, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar, and to seize their possessions. 14 A copy of the document was to be issued as a law in every province* and proclaimed to all the peoples, so that they would be prepared for that day. 15 The couriers went out quickly by order of the king; the law was issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* The king and Haʹman then sat down to drink, but the city of Shuʹshan* was in confusion. 
4 When Morʹde·cai learned of everything that had been done, he ripped his garments apart and put on sackcloth and ashes. Then he went out into the middle of the city, crying out loudly and bitterly.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”


^ par. 21 (Esther 4:4-8) When Esther’s female attendants and her eunuchs came in and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. Then she sent garments for Morʹde·cai to wear instead of his sackcloth, but he refused them. 5 At this Esther summoned Haʹthach, one of the king’s eunuchs, whom he had appointed to serve her, and she ordered him to find out from Morʹde·cai what this meant and what was happening. 6 So Haʹthach went out to Morʹde·cai in the public square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7 Morʹde·cai told him about everything that had happened to him and the exact amount of money that Haʹman had promised to pay to the king’s treasury for the Jews to be destroyed. 8 He also gave him a copy of the written decree that had been issued in Shuʹshan* for their annihilation. He was to show it to Esther and explain it to her and instruct her to go in to the king to beg for his favor and to plead directly with him in behalf of her people.

Or “Susa.”


^ par. 22 (Esther 4:9-11) Haʹthach came back and told Esther what Morʹde·cai had said. 10 Esther replied to Haʹthach with instructions to tell Morʹde·cai: 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces* are aware that if any man or woman goes into the king’s inner courtyard without being summoned, there is only one law that applies: He is to be put to death; he may live only if the king holds out to him the golden scepter. And I have not been summoned to the king now for 30 days.”

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ par. 23 (Josh. 23:14) “Now look! I am about to die,* and you well know with all your heart and with all your soul* that not one word out of all the good promises that Jehovah your God has spoken to you has failed. They have all come true for you. Not one word of them has failed.

Lit., “I am going today in the way of all the earth.”
See Glossary.


^ par. 23 (Esther 4:12-14) When Morʹde·cai was told what Esther had said, 13 he replied to Esther: “Do not imagine that because you are in the king’s household you are any more likely to escape than all the other Jews. 14 For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?”



^ par. 23 (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ par. 24 (Esther 4:15-17) Then Esther replied to Morʹde·cai: 16 “Go, gather all the Jews who are found in Shuʹshan* and fast in my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night and day. I along with my female attendants will also fast. I will go in to the king, which is against the law, and if I am to perish, I will perish.” 17 So Morʹde·cai went his way and did all that Esther had instructed him to do.

Or “Susa.”


^ par. 25 (Esther 5:1, 2) On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner courtyard of the king’s house,* opposite the king’s house, while the king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal house opposite the entrance. 2 As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she gained his favor, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Esther then approached and touched the top of the scepter.

Or “palace.”


^ par. 26 (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”







^ par. 18 Haman may have been among the very last of the Amalekites, since “the remnant” of them had been destroyed back in the days of King Hezekiah.—1 Chron. 4:43.


^ par. 19 Haman offered 10,000 silver talents, worth hundreds of millions of dollars today. If Ahasuerus was Xerxes I, the money might have made Haman’s offer more appealing. Xerxes needed a vast store of funds to carry out his long-proposed but ultimately disastrous war against Greece.


^ par. 22 Xerxes I was known for his mercurial, violent temper. The Greek historian Herodotus recorded some examples from Xerxes’ war against Greece. The king ordered that a pontoon bridge of ships be built across the strait of Hellespont. When a storm ruined the bridge, Xerxes ordered the engineers beheaded and even had his men “punish” the Hellespont by whipping the water while an insulting proclamation was read aloud. In the same campaign, when a wealthy man begged that his son be excused from joining the army, Xerxes had the son cut in half, his body displayed as a warning.






^ (1 Chron. 4:43) And they struck down the rest of the A·malʹek·ites who had escaped, and they have lived there down to this day.









^ ***ia chap. 15 She Stood Up for God’s People***

TO THINK ABOUT . . .


	  How did Esther show that she was humble and obedient?



	  How did Mordecai help Esther to act faithfully?



	  What actions reveal Esther’s courage?



	  In what ways would you like to imitate the faith of Esther?














^ ***sn song 43 Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty***


Song 43

Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty


(1 Corinthians 16:13)


1. Stay awake, stand firm, grow mighty,

Be determined to endure.

Carry on as men of courage,

For the victory is sure.

We obey Christ Jesus’ clear command,

Under him we firmly take our stand.

(CHORUS)

Stay awake, stand firm, and grow mighty!

Carry on right to the end!



2. Stay awake, and keep your senses,

Always ready to obey.

Stay alert to Christ’s direction

Through his faithful slave today.

Heed the counsel of the older men,

Who protect his sheep and truth defend.

(CHORUS)

Stay awake, stand firm, and grow mighty!

Carry on right to the end!



3. Stay awake, remain united

As the good news we defend.

Though our enemies will fight it,

We will preach until the end.

Join the shout of praise throughout the land.

Look! Jehovah’s day is soon at hand!

(CHORUS)

Stay awake, stand firm, and grow mighty!

Carry on right to the end!





(See also Matt. 24:13; Heb. 13:7, 17; 1 Pet. 5:8.)





^ (1 Cor. 16:13) Stay awake, stand firm in the faith, carry on in a manly way,* grow mighty.

Or “be courageous.”


^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured* to the end will be saved.

Or “who endures.”


^ (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”


^ (1 Pet. 5:8) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.*

Or “looking for someone to devour.”














^ (Pss. 11:0-18:50) To the director. Of David. 11 In Jehovah I have taken refuge. So how can you say to me:* “Flee like a bird to your mountain!  2 See how the wicked bend the bow; They set their arrow on the bowstring, To shoot from the darkness those upright in heart.  3 When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”  4 Jehovah is in his holy temple. Jehovah’s throne is in the heavens. His own eyes see, his watchful* eyes examine the sons of men.  5 Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.  6 Upon the wicked, he will rain down snares;* Fire and sulfur and a scorching wind will be the portion of their cup.  7 For Jehovah is righteous; he loves righteous acts. The upright will see his face.* 
To the director; tuned to Shemʹi·nith.* A melody of David. 12 Save me, O Jehovah, for the loyal one is no more; Faithful people have vanished from among men.  2 They speak lies to one another; They flatter with their lips* and speak with deceitful hearts.*  3 Jehovah will cut off all flattering lips And the tongue that makes great boasts,  4 Those who say: “We will prevail with our tongues. We use our lips as we please; Who will be our master?”  5 “Because the afflicted are oppressed, Because of the sighing of the poor, I will rise up to act,” says Jehovah. “I will save them from those who treat them with contempt.”*  6 The sayings of Jehovah are pure; They are like silver refined in an earthen furnace,* purified seven times.  7 You will guard them, O Jehovah; You will protect each one of them from this generation forever.  8 The wicked walk around unrestrained Because the sons of men promote depravity. 
To the director. A melody of David. 13 How long, O Jehovah, will you forget me? Forever? How long will you hide your face from me?  2 How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?  3 Look upon me and answer me, O Jehovah my God. Give light to my eyes, so that I may not fall asleep in death,  4 So that my enemy will not say: “I have defeated him!” Do not let my opponents rejoice over my downfall.  5 As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.  6 I will sing to Jehovah, for he has richly rewarded me.* 
To the director. Of David. 14 The foolish* one says in his heart: “There is no Jehovah.” Their actions are corrupt, and their dealings are detestable; No one is doing good.  2 But Jehovah looks down from heaven on the sons of men To see whether anyone has insight, whether anyone is seeking Jehovah.  3 They have all turned aside; They are all alike corrupt. No one is doing good, Not even one.  4 Do none of the wrongdoers understand? They devour my people as if they were eating bread. They do not call on Jehovah.  5 But they will be filled with great terror, For Jehovah is with the generation of the righteous.  6 You wrongdoers try to frustrate the plans of the lowly one, But Jehovah is his refuge.  7 O that Israel’s salvation may come from Zion! When Jehovah gathers back his captive people, Let Jacob be joyful, let Israel rejoice. 
A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.* 
A mikʹtam* of David. 16 Protect me, O God, for I have taken refuge in you.  2 I have said to Jehovah: “You are Jehovah, my Source of goodness.  3 And the holy ones in the earth, The majestic ones, bring me great delight.”  4 Those who pursue other gods multiply their sorrows. I will never pour out their drink offerings of blood, Nor will my lips mention their names.  5 Jehovah is my portion, my allotted share, and my cup. You safeguard my inheritance.  6 Pleasant places have been measured out to me. Yes, I am content with my inheritance.  7 I will praise Jehovah, who has given me advice. Even during the night, my innermost thoughts* correct me.  8 I keep Jehovah before me constantly. Because he is at my right hand, I will never be shaken.*  9 So my heart rejoices, my whole being* is joyful. And I reside* in security. 10 For you will not leave me in* the Grave.* You will not allow your loyal one to see the pit.* 11 You make known to me the path of life. In your presence* is abundant joy; There is happiness* at your right hand forever. 
A prayer of David. 17 Hear my plea for justice, O Jehovah; Pay attention to my cry for help; Listen to my prayer spoken without deceit.  2 May you make a just decision in my behalf; May your eyes see what is right.  3 You have examined my heart, you have inspected me by night; You have refined me; You will find that I have not schemed anything bad, And my mouth has not transgressed.  4 As for the activities of men, In accord with the word of your lips, I avoid the paths of the robber.  5 Let my steps stay on your tracks So that my feet will not stumble.  6 I do call on you, because you will answer me, O God. Incline your ear* to me. Hear my words.  7 Show your loyal love in a wonderful way, O Savior of those seeking refuge at your right hand From those who rebel against you.  8 Guard me like the pupil of your eye; Conceal me in the shadow of your wings.  9 Guard me from the wicked who attack me, From my mortal enemies* who surround me. 10 They have become insensitive;* With their mouth they speak arrogantly; 11 Now they hem us in; They watch for the chance to cause our downfall.* 12 He is like a lion eager to tear its prey to pieces, Like a young lion crouching in ambush. 13 Rise up, O Jehovah, to confront him and bring him down; Rescue me* from the wicked with your sword; 14 Rescue me with your hand, O Jehovah, From men of this world,* whose share is in this life, Those whom you fill with the good things you provide And who leave an inheritance to their many sons. 15 But as for me, in righteousness I will see your face; I am satisfied to awaken in your presence.* 
To the director. By Jehovah’s servant David, who addressed the words of this song to Jehovah in the day that Jehovah rescued him from the hand of all his enemies and from the hand of Saul. He said: 18 I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*  3 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  4 The ropes of death encircled me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  5 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  6 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept crying for help. From his temple he heard my voice, And my cry to him for help reached his ears.  7 Then the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the mountains trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.  8 Smoke ascended from his nostrils, And a consuming fire came from his mouth; Glowing coals blazed from him.  9 He made the heavens bend as he descended, And thick gloom was beneath his feet. 10 He rode on a cherub and came flying. He swooped down on the wings of a spirit.* 11 He then covered himself in darkness, All around him as a shelter, Dark waters and thick clouds. 12 From the brightness before him Hail and fiery coals broke through the clouds. 13 Then Jehovah began to thunder in the heavens; The Most High made his voice heard With hailstones and fiery coals. 14 He shot his arrows and scattered them; He hurled his lightning and threw them into confusion. 15 The streambeds* became visible; The foundations of the land were exposed by your rebuke, O Jehovah, By the blast of the breath from your nostrils. 16 He reached down from on high; He took hold of me and pulled me from deep waters. 17 He rescued me from my strong enemy, From those hating me, who were stronger than I was. 18 They confronted me on the day of my disaster, But Jehovah was my support. 19 He brought me out into a place of safety;* He rescued me because he was pleased with me. 20 Jehovah rewards me according to my righteousness; He repays me according to the innocence* of my hands. 21 For I have kept the ways of Jehovah, And I have not wickedly abandoned my God. 22 All his judgments are before me; I will not disregard his statutes. 23 I will remain blameless before him, And I will keep myself from error. 24 May Jehovah repay me according to my righteousness, According to the innocence of my hands before him. 25 With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly; 26 With the pure you show yourself pure, But with the crooked you show yourself shrewd. 27 For you save those who are lowly* But you abase the haughty.* 28 For it is you who light my lamp, O Jehovah, My God who lights up my darkness. 29 With your help I can charge against a marauder band; By God’s power I can scale a wall. 30 The way of the true God is perfect; The saying of Jehovah is refined. He is a shield to all those taking refuge in him. 31 For who is a God besides Jehovah? And who is a rock except our God? 32 The true God is the one who clothes me with strength, And he will make my way perfect. 33 He makes my feet like those of a deer; He makes me stand on high places. 34 He trains my hands for warfare; My arms can bend a bow of copper. 35 You give me your shield of salvation, Your right hand supports* me, And your humility makes me great. 36 You widen the path for my footsteps; My feet* will not slip. 37 I will pursue my enemies and overtake them; I will not return until they are wiped out. 38 I will crush them so that they cannot rise up; They will fall under my feet. 39 You will equip me with strength for the battle; You will make my foes collapse under me. 40 You will make my enemies retreat from me,* And I will put an end to* those who hate me. 41 They cry for help, but there is no one to save them; They even cry to Jehovah, but he does not answer them. 42 I will pound them as fine as dust in the wind; I will throw them out like mud in the streets. 43 You will rescue me from the faultfinding of the people. You will appoint me the head of nations. A people whom I have not known will serve me. 44 At a mere report they will obey me; Foreigners will come cringing before me. 45 Foreigners will lose courage;* They will come trembling from their strongholds. 46 Jehovah is alive! Praised be my Rock! Let the God of my salvation be exalted. 47 The true God executes vengeance for me; He subdues the peoples under me. 48 He rescues me from my angry enemies; You lift me high above those who attack me; You save me from the man of violence. 49 That is why I will glorify you among the nations, O Jehovah, And to your name I will sing praises.* 50 He performs great acts of salvation* for his king; He displays loyal love to his anointed one, To David and his offspring* forever.

Or “my soul.”
Or “the foundations of justice.”
Or “beaming.”
Or “His soul; His very being.”
Or possibly, “burning coals.”
Or “experience his favor.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “speak with a smooth lip.”
Lit., “with a heart and a heart.”
Or “puff at them.”
Or possibly, “a smelting furnace set on the ground.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “he has dealt rewardingly with me.”
Or “senseless.”
Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
See Glossary.
Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Lit., “my glory.”
Or “my flesh resides.”
Or “abandon my soul to.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “to see corruption.”
Lit., “With your face.”
Or “pleasantness.”
Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “my enemies against the soul.”
Or “They are enclosed in their own fat.”
Or “throw us down to the ground.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “system of things.”
Or “to see your form.”
See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “the wind.”
Or “water channels.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Lit., “the cleanness.”
Or “afflicted.”
Lit., “haughty eyes.”
Or “sustains.”
Or “ankles.”
Or “You will give me the back of my enemies.”
Lit., “silence.”
Or “fade away.”
Or “make music.”
Or “great victories.”
Lit., “seed.”











^ (Pss. 19:0-25:22) To the director. A melody of David. 19 The heavens are declaring the glory of God; The skies above* proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day their speech bubbles forth, And night after night they reveal knowledge.  3 There is no speech, and there are no words; Their voice is not heard.  4 But into all the earth their sound* has gone out, And to the ends of the inhabited earth* their message. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun;  5 It is like a bridegroom emerging from the bridal chamber; It rejoices like a mighty man running his course.  6 It emerges from one end of the heavens, And it circles to their other end; And nothing is concealed from its heat.  7 The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring strength.* The reminder of Jehovah is trustworthy, making the inexperienced one wise.  8 The orders from Jehovah are righteous, causing the heart to rejoice; The commandment of Jehovah is clean, making the eyes shine.  9 The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous. 10 They are more desirable than gold, Than much fine* gold, And sweeter than honey, the honey that drips from the combs. 11 By them your servant has been warned; In keeping them, there is a large reward. 12 Who can discern mistakes? Pronounce me innocent from sins I am unaware of. 13 And hold your servant back from presumptuous acts; Do not let them dominate me. Then I will be complete, And innocent of blatant sins.* 14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
To the director. A melody of David. 20 May Jehovah answer you in the day of distress. May the name of the God of Jacob protect you.  2 May he send you help from the holy place And sustain you from Zion.  3 May he remember all your gift offerings; May he accept with favor* your burnt offering. (Selah)  4 May he grant you the desires of your heart And give success to all your plans.*  5 We will shout joyfully over your acts of salvation; We will lift our banners in the name of our God. May Jehovah fulfill all your requests.  6 Now I do know that Jehovah saves his anointed one. He answers him from his holy heavens With great salvation* by his right hand.  7 Some rely on chariots and others on horses, But we call on the name of Jehovah our God.  8 They have collapsed and fallen, But we have risen up and been restored.  9 O Jehovah, save the king! He will answer us in the day we call for help. 
To the director. A melody of David. 21 O Jehovah, in your strength the king rejoices; How greatly he rejoices in your acts of salvation!  2 You have granted him the desire of his heart, And you have not withheld the request of his lips. (Selah)  3 For you meet him with rich blessings; You place a crown of fine* gold on his head.  4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him, A long life,* forever and ever.  5 Your acts of salvation bring him great glory. Dignity and splendor you bestow on him.  6 You make him blessed forever; You make him glad with the joy of your presence.*  7 For the king trusts in Jehovah; Because of the loyal love of the Most High, he will never be shaken.*  8 Your hand will find all your enemies; Your right hand will find those hating you.  9 You will make them like a fiery furnace at the appointed time when you give them attention. Jehovah will swallow them up in his anger, and fire will consume them. 10 Their descendants* you will destroy from the earth, And their offspring from the sons of men. 11 For they intended to do what is bad against you; They have devised schemes that will not succeed. 12 For you will make them retreat By aiming your bow* at them.* 13 Rise up, O Jehovah, in your strength. We will sing praises* to your mightiness. 
To the director; set to “The Doe of the Dawn.”* A melody of David. 22 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?  2 My God, I keep calling by day, and you do not answer; And by night there is no silence on my part.  3 But you are holy, Surrounded by* the praises of Israel.  4 In you our fathers put their trust; They trusted, and you kept rescuing them.  5 To you they cried out, and they were saved; They trusted in you, and they were not disappointed.*  6 But I am a worm and not a man, Scorned by* men and despised by the people.  7 All those seeing me mock me; They sneer and shake their heads in derision:  8 “He entrusted himself to Jehovah. Let Him rescue him! Let Him save him, for he is so dear to Him!”  9 You were the One who brought me out of the womb, The One who made me feel secure on my mother’s breasts. 10 I have been entrusted to your care* from birth; From my mother’s womb, you have been my God. 11 Do not stay far off from me, for trouble is near And I have no other helper. 12 Many young bulls surround me; Powerful bulls of Baʹshan encircle me. 13 They open their mouth wide against me, Like a roaring lion that tears its prey to pieces. 14 I am poured out like water; All my bones are out of joint. My heart has become like wax; It melts deep within me. 15 My strength has dried up like a piece of pottery; My tongue sticks to my gums; You are bringing me down to the dust of death. 16 For dogs surround me; They close in on me like a pack of evildoers, Like a lion they are at my hands and feet. 17 I can count all my bones. They look on and stare at me. 18 They divide my garments among themselves, And they cast lots for my clothing. 19 But you, O Jehovah, do not remain far away. You are my strength; hurry to help me. 20 Save me* from the sword, My precious life* from the paws* of dogs; 21 Save me from the mouth of the lion and the horns of wild bulls; Answer and save me. 22 I will declare your name to my brothers; In the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 23 You who fear Jehovah, praise him! All you offspring* of Jacob, glorify him! Stand in awe of him, all you offspring* of Israel. 24 For he has not despised nor loathed the suffering of the oppressed one; He has not hidden his face from him. When he cried to him for help, he heard. 25 I will praise you in the large congregation; I will pay my vows before those who fear him. 26 The meek will eat and be satisfied; Those seeking Jehovah will praise him. May you enjoy life* forever. 27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to Jehovah. All the families of the nations will bow down before you. 28 For the kingship belongs to Jehovah; He rules over the nations. 29 All the prosperous ones* of the earth will eat and will bow down; All those going down to the dust will kneel before him; None of them can preserve their lives.* 30 Their descendants* will serve him; The generation to come will be told about Jehovah. 31 They will come and tell of his righteousness. They will tell the people yet to be born what he has done. 
A melody of David. 23 Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*  3 He refreshes me.* He leads me in the paths* of righteousness for the sake of his name.  4 Though I walk in the valley of deep shadow, I fear no harm, For you are with me; Your rod and your staff reassure me.*  5 You prepare a table for me before my enemies. You refresh* my head with oil; My cup is well-filled.  6 Surely goodness and loyal love will pursue me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for all my days. 
Of David. A melody. 24 To Jehovah belong the earth and everything in it, The productive land and those dwelling on it.  2 For he has solidly fixed it on the seas And firmly established it on the rivers.  3 Who may ascend to the mountain of Jehovah, And who may stand up in his holy place?  4 Anyone with innocent hands and a pure heart, Who has not sworn a false oath by My life,* Nor taken an oath deceitfully.  5 He will receive blessings from Jehovah And righteousness* from his God of salvation.  6 This is the generation of those seeking him, Of those seeking your face, O God of Jacob. (Selah)  7 Lift up your heads, you gates; Open up,* you ancient doorways, That the glorious King may enter!  8 Who is this glorious King? Jehovah, strong and mighty, Jehovah, mighty in battle.  9 Lift up your heads, you gates; Open up, you ancient doorways, That the glorious King may enter! 10 Who is he, this glorious King? Jehovah of armies—he is the glorious King. (Selah) 
Of David. 25 To you, O Jehovah, I turn.*  2 My God, I trust in you; Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies gloat over me.  3 Surely none who hope in you will be put to shame, But shame awaits those who are treacherous without cause.  4 Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.  5 Cause me to walk in your truth and teach me, For you are my God of salvation. In you I hope all day long.  6 Remember your mercy, O Jehovah, and your loyal love, Which you have always shown.*  7 Do not remember the sins of my youth and my transgressions. Remember me according to your loyal love, For the sake of your goodness, O Jehovah.  8 Good and upright is Jehovah. That is why he instructs sinners in the way to live.  9 He will guide the meek in what is right,* And he will teach the meek ones his way. 10 All the paths of Jehovah are loyal love and faithfulness For those observing his covenant and his reminders. 11 For the sake of your name, O Jehovah, Forgive my error, though it is great. 12 Who is the man fearing Jehovah? He will instruct him about the way he should choose. 13 He* will experience what is good, And his descendants* will take possession of the earth. 14 Close friendship with Jehovah belongs to those who fear him, And he makes his covenant known to them. 15 My eyes are always toward Jehovah, For he will free my feet from the net. 16 Turn your face to me and show me favor, For I am alone and helpless. 17 The distresses of my heart have multiplied; Free me from my anguish. 18 See my affliction and my trouble, And pardon all my sins. 19 See how numerous my enemies are And how violent their hatred is for me. 20 Guard my life* and save me. Do not let me be put to shame, for I have taken refuge in you. 21 May integrity and uprightness safeguard me, For my hope is in you. 22 O God, rescue* Israel out of all his distresses.

Or “expanse.”
Or possibly, “measuring line.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “restoring (bringing back) the soul.”
Or “refined.”
Or “much transgression.”
Lit., “consider as being fat.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “victories.”
Or “refined.”
Lit., “Length of days.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Lit., “fruitage.”
Lit., “bowstrings.”
Lit., “their faces.”
Lit., “sing and make music.”
Possibly a tune or a musical style.
Or “Enthroned among (upon).”
Or “were not put to shame.”
Or “A reproach to.”
Lit., “thrown upon you.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “My only one,” referring to his soul, or life.
Lit., “hand.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “May your heart live.”
Lit., “fat ones.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “A seed.”
Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “tracks.”
Or “comfort me.”
Or “grease.”
Or “My soul,” referring to Jehovah’s life by which an individual swears.
Or “justice.”
Or “Rise up.”
Or “I raise my soul.”
Or “Which are from ancient times.”
Lit., “in judgment.”
Or “His soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “redeem.”


^ (Ps. 25:1-22) To you, O Jehovah, I turn.*  2 My God, I trust in you; Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies gloat over me.  3 Surely none who hope in you will be put to shame, But shame awaits those who are treacherous without cause.  4 Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.  5 Cause me to walk in your truth and teach me, For you are my God of salvation. In you I hope all day long.  6 Remember your mercy, O Jehovah, and your loyal love, Which you have always shown.*  7 Do not remember the sins of my youth and my transgressions. Remember me according to your loyal love, For the sake of your goodness, O Jehovah.  8 Good and upright is Jehovah. That is why he instructs sinners in the way to live.  9 He will guide the meek in what is right,* And he will teach the meek ones his way. 10 All the paths of Jehovah are loyal love and faithfulness For those observing his covenant and his reminders. 11 For the sake of your name, O Jehovah, Forgive my error, though it is great. 12 Who is the man fearing Jehovah? He will instruct him about the way he should choose. 13 He* will experience what is good, And his descendants* will take possession of the earth. 14 Close friendship with Jehovah belongs to those who fear him, And he makes his covenant known to them. 15 My eyes are always toward Jehovah, For he will free my feet from the net. 16 Turn your face to me and show me favor, For I am alone and helpless. 17 The distresses of my heart have multiplied; Free me from my anguish. 18 See my affliction and my trouble, And pardon all my sins. 19 See how numerous my enemies are And how violent their hatred is for me. 20 Guard my life* and save me. Do not let me be put to shame, for I have taken refuge in you. 21 May integrity and uprightness safeguard me, For my hope is in you. 22 O God, rescue* Israel out of all his distresses.

Or “I raise my soul.”
Or “Which are from ancient times.”
Lit., “in judgment.”
Or “His soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “redeem.”





^ ***sn song 116 The Light Gets Brighter***


Song 116

The Light Gets Brighter


(Proverbs 4:18)


1. The prophets of old sought to learn of the Christ,

The hope of all groaning creation.

God’s spirit revealed that Messiah would come,

Providing the means of salvation.

The time has arrived, the Messiah now reigns,

The proof of his presence is clear.

How great is the favor of learning such things;

Into these even angels would peer!

(CHORUS)

Our path now becomes ever brighter;

We walk in the full light of day.

Behold what our God is revealing;

He guides us each step of the way.



2. Our Lord has appointed a trustworthy slave,

Through whom He gives food in due season.

The light of the truth has grown brighter with time,

Appealing to heart and to reason.

Our path ever clearer, our steps ever firm,

We walk in the brightness of day.

All thanks to Jehovah, the Source of all truth,

We most gratefully walk in his way.

(CHORUS)

Our path now becomes ever brighter;

We walk in the full light of day.

Behold what our God is revealing;

He guides us each step of the way.





(See also Rom. 8:22; 1 Cor. 2:10; 1 Pet. 1:12.)





^ (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.



^ (Rom. 8:22) For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now.



^ (1 Cor. 2:10) For it is to us God has revealed them through his spirit, for the spirit searches into all things, even the deep things of God.



^ (1 Pet. 1:12) It was revealed to them that they were ministering, not to themselves, but to you, regarding what has now been announced to you by those who declared the good news to you with holy spirit sent from heaven. Into these very things, angels are desiring to peer.









^ ***w11 8/15 pp. 15-16 They Found the Messiah!***

16. Explain how the prophetic words of Psalm 22:1 were fulfilled.

16 The Messiah would seem forsaken by God. (Read Psalm 22:1.) In accord with prophecy, “at the ninth hour [about three o’clock in the afternoon] Jesus called out with a loud voice: ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ which means, when translated: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Mark 15:34) Jesus had not lost faith in his heavenly Father. God abandoned Jesus to his enemies by taking away His protection so that Christ’s integrity might be fully tested. And by crying out as he did, Jesus fulfilled Psalm 22:1.



^ (Ps. 22:1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?



^ par. 16 (Ps. 22:1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?



^ par. 16 (Mark 15:34) And at the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud voice: “Eʹli, Eʹli, laʹma sa·bach·thaʹni?” which means, when translated: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



^ par. 16 (Ps. 22:1) My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?









^ ***w11 8/15 p. 15 They Found the Messiah!***

13. In what way was Psalm 22:7, 8 fulfilled in Jesus?

13 David prophesied that the Messiah would be reviled. (Read Psalm 22:7, 8.) Jesus was reviled while suffering on the torture stake, for Matthew reports: “The passersby began speaking abusively of him, wagging their heads and saying: ‘O you would-be thrower-down of the temple and builder of it in three days, save yourself! If you are a son of God, come down off the torture stake!’” Similarly, the chief priests, scribes, and older men made fun of him and said: “Others he saved; himself he cannot save! He is King of Israel; let him now come down off the torture stake and we will believe on him. He has put his trust in God; let Him now rescue him if He wants him, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” (Matt. 27:39-43) Yet, Jesus bore all of this with dignity. What a fine example for us!



^ (Ps. 22:7, 8) All those seeing me mock me; They sneer and shake their heads in derision:  8 “He entrusted himself to Jehovah. Let Him rescue him! Let Him save him, for he is so dear to Him!”



^ par. 13 (Ps. 22:7, 8) All those seeing me mock me; They sneer and shake their heads in derision:  8 “He entrusted himself to Jehovah. Let Him rescue him! Let Him save him, for he is so dear to Him!”



^ par. 13 (Matt. 27:39-43) And those passing by spoke abusively of him, shaking their heads 40 and saying: “You who would throw down the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are a son of God, come down off the torture stake!”* 41 In the same way also, the chief priests with the scribes and the elders began mocking him, saying: 42 “Others he saved; himself he cannot save! He is King of Israel; let him now come down off the torture stake,* and we will believe in him. 43 He has put his trust in God; let Him now rescue him if He wants him, for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’”

See Glossary.
See Glossary.








^ ***w11 8/15 p. 15 They Found the Messiah!***

14, 15. Show how specific prophecies were fulfilled regarding the Messiah’s clothing and his being given vinegar.

14 Lots were to be cast for the Messiah’s clothing. “They apportion my garments among themselves,” wrote the psalmist, “and upon my clothing they cast lots.” (Ps. 22:18) That is what occurred, for “when [the Roman soldiers] had impaled [Jesus] they distributed his outer garments by casting lots.”—Matt. 27:35; read John 19:23, 24.



^ par. 14 (Ps. 22:18) They divide my garments among themselves, And they cast lots for my clothing.



^ par. 14 (Matt. 27:35) When they had nailed him to the stake, they distributed his outer garments by casting lots,



^ par. 14 (John 19:23, 24) Now when the soldiers had nailed Jesus to the stake, they took his outer garments and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier, and they also took the inner garment. But the inner garment was without a seam, being woven from top to bottom. 24 So they said to one another: “Let us not tear it, but let us cast lots over it to decide whose it will be.” This was to fulfill the scripture: “They divided my garments among themselves, and they cast lots for my clothing.” So the soldiers actually did these things.









^ ***w06 5/15 p. 19 par. 8 Highlights From Book One of Psalms***

19:14. We should be concerned not only about what we do but also about what we say and think.



^ par. 8 (Ps. 19:14) May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.









^ ***w02 9/15 p. 32 “He Leads Me Beside Quiet Waters”***

IN THE hot climate of the Bible lands, sheep need to drink every day. Therefore, a vital part of a shepherd’s job is to provide water for his flock. Sometimes shepherds water their flocks from a well, pouring the water into troughs so that the sheep can drink. (Genesis 29:1-3) Particularly in the rainy season, however, the area around small streams and rivers provides peaceful, “well-watered resting-places.”—Psalm 23:2.

A good shepherd has to know where to find both water and suitable pasturage for his flock. His intimate knowledge of an area guarantees the survival of his sheep. David, who spent many years herding sheep in the Judean hills, compared God’s spiritual guidance to that of a shepherd who leads his sheep to good pastures and to life-giving water. “He leads me beside quiet waters,” said David according to one rendition.—Psalm 23:1-3, New International Version.



^ (Gen. 29:1-3) After that Jacob resumed his journey and traveled on to the land of the people of the East. 2 Now he saw a well in the field and three droves of sheep lying down next to it, because they usually watered the droves from that well. There was a large stone over the mouth of the well. 3 When all the droves had been gathered there, they rolled away the stone from the mouth of the well, and they watered the flocks, after which they returned the stone to its place over the mouth of the well.



^ (Ps. 23:2) In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*

Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”


^ (Ps. 23:1-3) Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*  3 He refreshes me.* He leads me in the paths* of righteousness for the sake of his name.

Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “tracks.”








^ ***bh pp. 129-130 A Godly View of Life***


11. What use of blood has God forbidden since the days of Noah?

11 We show respect for blood by not eating it. In the Law that Jehovah gave the Israelites, he commanded: “If one of the Israelites . . . is hunting and catches a wild animal or a bird that may be eaten, he must pour its blood out and cover it with dust. . . . I said to the Israelites: ‘You must not eat the blood of any sort of flesh.’” (Leviticus 17:13, 14) God’s command not to eat animal blood, first given to Noah some 800 years earlier, was still in force. Jehovah’s view was clear: His servants could eat animal meat but not the blood. They were to pour the blood on the ground—in effect, returning the creature’s life to God.

12. What command regarding blood was given by holy spirit in the first century and still applies today?

12 A similar command rests upon Christians. The apostles and other men taking the lead among Jesus’ followers in the first century met together to decide what commands had to be obeyed by all in the Christian congregation. They came to this conclusion: “The holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled [“what is killed without draining its blood,” footnote], and from sexual immorality.” (Acts 15:28, 29; 21:25) So we must ‘keep abstaining from blood.’ In God’s eyes, our doing that is as important as our avoiding idolatry and sexual immorality.





^ par. 11 (Lev. 17:13, 14) “‘If one of the Israelites or some foreigner who is residing in your midst is hunting and catches a wild animal or a bird that may be eaten, he must pour its blood out and cover it with dust. 14 For the life* of every sort of flesh is its blood, because the life* is in it. Consequently, I said to the Israelites: “You must not eat the blood of any sort of flesh because the life* of every sort of flesh is its blood. Anyone eating it will be cut off.”*

Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “put to death.”


^ par. 12 (Acts 15:28, 29) For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled,* and from sexual immorality.* If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”*

Or “what is killed without draining its blood.”
Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.
Or “Farewell.”


^ par. 12 (Acts 21:25) As for the believers from among the nations, we have sent them our decision in writing that they should keep away from what is sacrificed to idols as well as from blood, from what is strangled,* and from sexual immorality.”*

Or “what is killed without draining its blood.”
Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.








^ ***sn song 55 Life Without End—At Last!***


Song 55

Life Without End—At Last!


(John 3:16)


1. Can you see with your mind’s eye,

Peoples dwelling together?

Sorrow has passed. Peace at last!

Life without tears or pain.

(CHORUS)

Sing out with joy of heart!

You too can have a part.

Live for the day when you’ll say,

“Life without end, at last!”



2. In those days old will grow young,

Flesh revived as in childhood.

Troubles are gone, from now on,

No need to weep or fear.

(CHORUS)

Sing out with joy of heart!

You too can have a part.

Live for the day when you’ll say,

“Life without end, at last!”



3. Paradise all will enjoy

As we sing of God’s glory.

Long as we live, we will give

To God, our Maker, thanks.

(CHORUS)

Sing out with joy of heart!

You too can have a part.

Live for the day when you’ll say,

“Life without end, at last!”





(See also Job 33:25; Ps. 72:7; Rev. 21:4.)





^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Job 33:25) Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “healthier.”


^ (Ps. 72:7) In his days the righteous will flourish,* And peace will abound until the moon is no more.

Lit., “sprout.”


^ (Rev. 21:4) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”









^ ***ia pp. 135-140 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***


1-3. (a) What was it like for Esther to approach her husband’s throne? (b) How did the king respond to Esther’s visit?

ESTHER slowly approached the throne, her heart racing. Imagine a hush falling over the great royal chamber in the Persian palace of Shushan, a silence so profound that Esther could hear her own soft footsteps and the rustling of her royal garments. She could not let her attention wander to the grandeur of the royal court, the graceful columns, the richly carved ceiling of cedars imported from distant Lebanon. She trained all her attention on the man seated on the throne, the man who held her life in his hands.

2 The king watched intently as Esther approached, extending his golden scepter toward her. It was a simple gesture, but it meant Esther’s life, for by it the king excused her from the offense she had just committed—that of appearing before him without a royal invitation. As she came to the throne, Esther reached out and gratefully touched the top of the scepter.—Esther 5:1, 2.

3 Everything about King Ahasuerus bespoke his immense wealth and power. The royal garb of the Persian monarchs of those times reputedly cost the equivalent of hundreds of millions of dollars. Yet, Esther could see some warmth in her husband’s eyes; in his own way, he did love her. He said: “What do you have, O Esther the queen, and what is your request? To the half of the kingship—let it even be given to you!”—Esther 5:3.

 4. What challenges lay ahead of Esther?

4 Esther had already shown remarkable faith and courage; she had come before the king to protect her people from a plot to wipe them all out. So far, she had met with success, but greater challenges lay ahead. She had to convince this proud monarch that his most trusted adviser was a wicked man who had duped him into condemning Esther’s people to death. How would she persuade him, and what can we learn from her faith?

She Wisely Chose “a Time to Speak”

5, 6. (a) How did Esther apply the principle found at Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7? (b) How did Esther’s way of approaching her husband prove wise?

5 Should Esther have revealed to the king the whole problem in front of his court? Doing so might have humiliated him and given his adviser Haman time to dispute her charges. So, what did Esther do? Centuries earlier, wise King Solomon was inspired to write: “For everything there is an appointed time, . . . a time to keep quiet and a time to speak.” (Eccl. 3:1, 7) We may imagine Esther’s adoptive father, the faithful man Mordecai, teaching the young woman such principles as she grew up under his care. Esther certainly understood the importance of choosing carefully the “time to speak.”

6 Esther said: “If to the king it does seem good, let the king with Haman come today to the banquet that I have made for him.” (Esther 5:4) The king agreed and had Haman summoned. Can you see how wisely Esther spoke? She preserved her husband’s dignity and created a more suitable setting for revealing her concerns to him.—Read Proverbs 10:19.

7, 8. What was Esther’s first banquet like, yet why did she delay in speaking up to the king?

7 No doubt Esther prepared that feast carefully, seeing to it that in every detail she catered to her husband’s preferences. The banquet included fine wine to encourage a happy mood. (Ps. 104:15) Ahasuerus enjoyed himself, and he was moved to ask Esther again what her petition might be. Was this now the time to speak?

8 Esther thought not. Rather, she invited the king and Haman to come to a second banquet, on the following day. (Esther 5:7, 8) Why did she delay? Remember, all of Esther’s people were facing death by the king’s decree. With so much at stake, Esther had to be sure that the time was right. So she waited, creating yet another opportunity to show her husband how highly she regarded him.

 9. What is the value of patience, and how can we imitate Esther’s example in this regard?

9 Patience is a rare and precious quality. Though distressed and eager to speak her mind, Esther patiently waited for the right moment. We can learn much from her example, for all of us have likely seen wrongs that need to be put right. If we seek to convince someone in authority to address a problem, we may need to imitate Esther and be patient. Proverbs 25:15 says: “By patience a commander is induced, and a mild tongue itself can break a bone.” If we wait patiently for the right moment and speak mildly, as Esther did, even opposition as hard as bone may be broken. Did Esther’s God, Jehovah, bless her patience and wisdom?

Patience Paves the Way for Justice

10, 11. Why did Haman’s mood change after he left the first banquet, and what did his wife and friends urge him to do?

10 Esther’s patience paved the way for a remarkable chain of events. Haman left the first banquet in high spirits, “joyful and merry of heart” that the king and queen favored him so. As Haman passed through the castle gate, though, his eyes fell on Mordecai, that Jew who still refused to pay him special homage. As we noted in the preceding chapter, Mordecai’s reasons had nothing to do with disrespect but, rather, with his conscience and his relationship with Jehovah God. Yet, Haman “was immediately filled with rage.”—Esther 5:9.

11 When Haman told his wife and friends of this slight, they urged him to prepare a huge stake, over 72 feet (22 m) tall, and then to ask the king’s permission to hang Mordecai on it. Haman liked their idea and immediately set about the task.—Esther 5:12-14.

12. Why did the king have the official records of State read aloud to him, and what did he learn as a result?

12 Meanwhile, the king had an unusual night. “The king’s sleep fled,” the Bible tells us, so he had the official records of State read aloud to him. The reading included the report of an assassination plot against Ahasuerus. He remembered the affair; the would-be murderers were caught and executed. What, though, about the man who had exposed the plot—Mordecai? Suddenly alert, the king asked how Mordecai had been rewarded. The answer? Nothing at all had been done for the man.—Read Esther 6:1-3.

13, 14. (a) How did things start to go wrong for Haman? (b) What did Haman’s wife and friends tell him?

13 Agitated, the king asked what court officials were available to help him correct this oversight. Of all people, Haman was in the king’s court—early, it seems, because he was eager to secure permission to execute Mordecai. But before Haman could make his request, the king asked him how best to honor a man who had won the king’s favor. Haman assumed that the king had him in mind. So Haman devised a lavish honor: Clothe the man in royal garb, and have a high official parade him around Shushan on the king’s own horse, calling out the man’s praises for all to hear. Imagine the expression on Haman’s face when he learned that the man to be honored was Mordecai! And whom did the king assign to sing out Mordecai’s praises? Haman!—Esther 6:4-10.

14 Haman grudgingly carried out what to him was an odious duty and then rushed home in distress. His wife and friends said that this turn of events could only bode ill; he was bound to fail in his fight against Mordecai the Jew.—Esther 6:12, 13.

15. (a) What good came of Esther’s patience? (b) Why is it wise for us to show “a waiting attitude”?

15 Because Esther was patient, waiting that one extra day to present her request to the king, Haman was given time to lay the basis for his own downfall. And might not Jehovah God have been behind the king’s sleeplessness? (Prov. 21:1) Little wonder that God’s Word encourages us to show “a waiting attitude”! (Read Micah 7:7.) When we wait on God, we may find that his solutions to our problems far exceed anything that we might have devised ourselves.





^ par. 2 (Esther 5:1, 2) On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner courtyard of the king’s house,* opposite the king’s house, while the king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal house opposite the entrance. 2 As soon as the king saw Queen Esther standing in the courtyard, she gained his favor, and the king held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand. Esther then approached and touched the top of the scepter.

Or “palace.”


^ par. 3 (Esther 5:3) The king asked her: “What is the matter, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be granted you!”

Or “for.”


^ (Eccl. 3:1) There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:



^ (Eccl. 3:7) A time to rip apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak;



^ par. 5 (Eccl. 3:1) There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:



^ par. 5 (Eccl. 3:7) A time to rip apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak;



^ par. 6 (Esther 5:4) Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the king along with Haʹman come today to the banquet that I have prepared for him.”



^ par. 6 (Prov. 10:19) When words are many, transgression cannot be avoided, But whoever controls his lips acts discreetly.



^ par. 7 (Ps. 104:15) And wine that makes man’s heart rejoice, Oil that makes the face shine, And bread that sustains the heart of mortal man.



^ par. 8 (Esther 5:7, 8) Esther answered: “My petition and my request is, 8 If I have found favor with the king and if it pleases the king to grant my petition and to act on my request, let the king and Haʹman come to the banquet that I will hold for them tomorrow; and tomorrow I will do as the king says.”



^ par. 9 (Prov. 25:15) By patience a commander is won over, And a gentle* tongue can break a bone.

Or “mild.”


^ par. 10 (Esther 5:9) On that day Haʹman went out joyful and with a cheerful heart. But when Haʹman saw Morʹde·cai in the king’s gate and noticed that he did not rise and tremble in his presence, Haʹman was filled with rage against Morʹde·cai.



^ par. 11 (Esther 5:12-14) Haʹman added: “What is more, Queen Esther invited no one else but me to accompany the king to the banquet she prepared. I am also invited tomorrow to be with her and the king. 13 But all of this fails to satisfy me as long as I see Morʹde·cai the Jew sitting in the king’s gate.” 14 So Zeʹresh his wife and all his friends said to him: “Have a stake put up, 50 cubits* high. And in the morning tell the king that Morʹde·cai should be hanged on it. Then go with the king to enjoy yourself at the banquet.” This suggestion seemed good to Haʹman, so he had the stake put up.

About 22.3 m (73 ft). See App. B14.


^ par. 12 (Esther 6:1-3) That night the king could not sleep.* So he said to bring the book of the historical records of the times, and it was read to the king. 2 There it was found written what Morʹde·cai had reported concerning Big·thaʹna and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, who had plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus. 3 The king asked: “What honor and recognition has been given to Morʹde·cai for this?” To this the king’s personal attendants said: “Nothing has been done for him.”

Lit., “the king’s sleep fled.”
Lit., “to lay hand on.”


^ par. 13 (Esther 6:4-10) Later the king said: “Who is in the courtyard?” Now Haʹman had come into the outer courtyard of the king’s house* to speak to the king about having Morʹde·cai hanged on the stake that he had prepared for him. 5 The king’s attendants said to him: “It is Haʹman standing in the courtyard.” So the king said: “Have him come in.” 6 When Haʹman came in, the king said to him: “What should be done for the man whom the king wishes to honor?” Haʹman said in his heart: “Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?” 7 So Haʹman said to the king: “For the man whom the king wishes to honor, 8 let them bring royal attire that the king wears and a horse on which the king rides, with the royal headdress on its head. 9 Then let the attire and the horse be put into the charge of one of the king’s noble princes, and they should clothe the man whom the king wishes to honor and have him ride on the horse in the public square of the city. They should call out before him: ‘This is what is done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!’” 10 At once the king said to Haʹman: “Quick! Take the attire and the horse, and do what you just said for Morʹde·cai the Jew who is sitting in the king’s gate. Do not leave out anything that you have said.”

Or “palace.”


^ par. 14 (Esther 6:12, 13) Afterward Morʹde·cai returned to the king’s gate, but Haʹman hurried to his house, mourning with his head covered. 13 When Haʹman related to his wife Zeʹresh and to all his friends everything that had happened to him, his wise men and his wife Zeʹresh said to him: “If Morʹde·cai, before whom you have started to fall, is of Jewish descent,* you will not prevail against him; you will surely fall before him.”

Lit., “from the seed of the Jews.”


^ par. 15 (Prov. 21:1) A king’s heart is like streams of water in Jehovah’s hand. He directs it wherever He pleases.



^ par. 15 (Mic. 7:7) But as for me, I will keep on the lookout for Jehovah. I will show a waiting attitude* for the God of my salvation. My God will hear me.

Or “I will wait patiently.”








^ ***snnw song 139 Teach Them to Stand Firm***


Song 139

Teach Them to Stand Firm


Download:

	           Lyrics Only



	           Lead Sheet





(Matthew 28:19, 20)


	             What a joy to teach Jehovah’s sheep

And to see how they have grown.

We have seen how he has guided them

As they’ve made the truth their own.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	             Ev’ry day we said a prayer for them,

As their faith was under test.

We made time to teach and care for them;

They’ve grown strong, and they’ve been blessed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	             May they all maintain their confidence,

Trust in God and in his Son.

Through endurance and obedience,

May their race for life be won.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.









(See also Luke 6:48; Acts 5:42; Phil. 4:1.)





^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Luke 6:48) He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built.



^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Phil. 4:1) Consequently, my brothers whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in this way in the Lord, my beloved ones.















^ (Pss. 19:0-25:22) To the director. A melody of David. 19 The heavens are declaring the glory of God; The skies above* proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day their speech bubbles forth, And night after night they reveal knowledge.  3 There is no speech, and there are no words; Their voice is not heard.  4 But into all the earth their sound* has gone out, And to the ends of the inhabited earth* their message. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun;  5 It is like a bridegroom emerging from the bridal chamber; It rejoices like a mighty man running his course.  6 It emerges from one end of the heavens, And it circles to their other end; And nothing is concealed from its heat.  7 The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring strength.* The reminder of Jehovah is trustworthy, making the inexperienced one wise.  8 The orders from Jehovah are righteous, causing the heart to rejoice; The commandment of Jehovah is clean, making the eyes shine.  9 The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous. 10 They are more desirable than gold, Than much fine* gold, And sweeter than honey, the honey that drips from the combs. 11 By them your servant has been warned; In keeping them, there is a large reward. 12 Who can discern mistakes? Pronounce me innocent from sins I am unaware of. 13 And hold your servant back from presumptuous acts; Do not let them dominate me. Then I will be complete, And innocent of blatant sins.* 14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer. 
To the director. A melody of David. 20 May Jehovah answer you in the day of distress. May the name of the God of Jacob protect you.  2 May he send you help from the holy place And sustain you from Zion.  3 May he remember all your gift offerings; May he accept with favor* your burnt offering. (Selah)  4 May he grant you the desires of your heart And give success to all your plans.*  5 We will shout joyfully over your acts of salvation; We will lift our banners in the name of our God. May Jehovah fulfill all your requests.  6 Now I do know that Jehovah saves his anointed one. He answers him from his holy heavens With great salvation* by his right hand.  7 Some rely on chariots and others on horses, But we call on the name of Jehovah our God.  8 They have collapsed and fallen, But we have risen up and been restored.  9 O Jehovah, save the king! He will answer us in the day we call for help. 
To the director. A melody of David. 21 O Jehovah, in your strength the king rejoices; How greatly he rejoices in your acts of salvation!  2 You have granted him the desire of his heart, And you have not withheld the request of his lips. (Selah)  3 For you meet him with rich blessings; You place a crown of fine* gold on his head.  4 He asked you for life, and you gave it to him, A long life,* forever and ever.  5 Your acts of salvation bring him great glory. Dignity and splendor you bestow on him.  6 You make him blessed forever; You make him glad with the joy of your presence.*  7 For the king trusts in Jehovah; Because of the loyal love of the Most High, he will never be shaken.*  8 Your hand will find all your enemies; Your right hand will find those hating you.  9 You will make them like a fiery furnace at the appointed time when you give them attention. Jehovah will swallow them up in his anger, and fire will consume them. 10 Their descendants* you will destroy from the earth, And their offspring from the sons of men. 11 For they intended to do what is bad against you; They have devised schemes that will not succeed. 12 For you will make them retreat By aiming your bow* at them.* 13 Rise up, O Jehovah, in your strength. We will sing praises* to your mightiness. 
To the director; set to “The Doe of the Dawn.”* A melody of David. 22 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you far from saving me, Far from my cries of anguish?  2 My God, I keep calling by day, and you do not answer; And by night there is no silence on my part.  3 But you are holy, Surrounded by* the praises of Israel.  4 In you our fathers put their trust; They trusted, and you kept rescuing them.  5 To you they cried out, and they were saved; They trusted in you, and they were not disappointed.*  6 But I am a worm and not a man, Scorned by* men and despised by the people.  7 All those seeing me mock me; They sneer and shake their heads in derision:  8 “He entrusted himself to Jehovah. Let Him rescue him! Let Him save him, for he is so dear to Him!”  9 You were the One who brought me out of the womb, The One who made me feel secure on my mother’s breasts. 10 I have been entrusted to your care* from birth; From my mother’s womb, you have been my God. 11 Do not stay far off from me, for trouble is near And I have no other helper. 12 Many young bulls surround me; Powerful bulls of Baʹshan encircle me. 13 They open their mouth wide against me, Like a roaring lion that tears its prey to pieces. 14 I am poured out like water; All my bones are out of joint. My heart has become like wax; It melts deep within me. 15 My strength has dried up like a piece of pottery; My tongue sticks to my gums; You are bringing me down to the dust of death. 16 For dogs surround me; They close in on me like a pack of evildoers, Like a lion they are at my hands and feet. 17 I can count all my bones. They look on and stare at me. 18 They divide my garments among themselves, And they cast lots for my clothing. 19 But you, O Jehovah, do not remain far away. You are my strength; hurry to help me. 20 Save me* from the sword, My precious life* from the paws* of dogs; 21 Save me from the mouth of the lion and the horns of wild bulls; Answer and save me. 22 I will declare your name to my brothers; In the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 23 You who fear Jehovah, praise him! All you offspring* of Jacob, glorify him! Stand in awe of him, all you offspring* of Israel. 24 For he has not despised nor loathed the suffering of the oppressed one; He has not hidden his face from him. When he cried to him for help, he heard. 25 I will praise you in the large congregation; I will pay my vows before those who fear him. 26 The meek will eat and be satisfied; Those seeking Jehovah will praise him. May you enjoy life* forever. 27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to Jehovah. All the families of the nations will bow down before you. 28 For the kingship belongs to Jehovah; He rules over the nations. 29 All the prosperous ones* of the earth will eat and will bow down; All those going down to the dust will kneel before him; None of them can preserve their lives.* 30 Their descendants* will serve him; The generation to come will be told about Jehovah. 31 They will come and tell of his righteousness. They will tell the people yet to be born what he has done. 
A melody of David. 23 Jehovah is my Shepherd. I will lack nothing.  2 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; He leads me to well-watered resting-places.*  3 He refreshes me.* He leads me in the paths* of righteousness for the sake of his name.  4 Though I walk in the valley of deep shadow, I fear no harm, For you are with me; Your rod and your staff reassure me.*  5 You prepare a table for me before my enemies. You refresh* my head with oil; My cup is well-filled.  6 Surely goodness and loyal love will pursue me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of Jehovah for all my days. 
Of David. A melody. 24 To Jehovah belong the earth and everything in it, The productive land and those dwelling on it.  2 For he has solidly fixed it on the seas And firmly established it on the rivers.  3 Who may ascend to the mountain of Jehovah, And who may stand up in his holy place?  4 Anyone with innocent hands and a pure heart, Who has not sworn a false oath by My life,* Nor taken an oath deceitfully.  5 He will receive blessings from Jehovah And righteousness* from his God of salvation.  6 This is the generation of those seeking him, Of those seeking your face, O God of Jacob. (Selah)  7 Lift up your heads, you gates; Open up,* you ancient doorways, That the glorious King may enter!  8 Who is this glorious King? Jehovah, strong and mighty, Jehovah, mighty in battle.  9 Lift up your heads, you gates; Open up, you ancient doorways, That the glorious King may enter! 10 Who is he, this glorious King? Jehovah of armies—he is the glorious King. (Selah) 
Of David. 25 To you, O Jehovah, I turn.*  2 My God, I trust in you; Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies gloat over me.  3 Surely none who hope in you will be put to shame, But shame awaits those who are treacherous without cause.  4 Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.  5 Cause me to walk in your truth and teach me, For you are my God of salvation. In you I hope all day long.  6 Remember your mercy, O Jehovah, and your loyal love, Which you have always shown.*  7 Do not remember the sins of my youth and my transgressions. Remember me according to your loyal love, For the sake of your goodness, O Jehovah.  8 Good and upright is Jehovah. That is why he instructs sinners in the way to live.  9 He will guide the meek in what is right,* And he will teach the meek ones his way. 10 All the paths of Jehovah are loyal love and faithfulness For those observing his covenant and his reminders. 11 For the sake of your name, O Jehovah, Forgive my error, though it is great. 12 Who is the man fearing Jehovah? He will instruct him about the way he should choose. 13 He* will experience what is good, And his descendants* will take possession of the earth. 14 Close friendship with Jehovah belongs to those who fear him, And he makes his covenant known to them. 15 My eyes are always toward Jehovah, For he will free my feet from the net. 16 Turn your face to me and show me favor, For I am alone and helpless. 17 The distresses of my heart have multiplied; Free me from my anguish. 18 See my affliction and my trouble, And pardon all my sins. 19 See how numerous my enemies are And how violent their hatred is for me. 20 Guard my life* and save me. Do not let me be put to shame, for I have taken refuge in you. 21 May integrity and uprightness safeguard me, For my hope is in you. 22 O God, rescue* Israel out of all his distresses.

Or “expanse.”
Or possibly, “measuring line.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “restoring (bringing back) the soul.”
Or “refined.”
Or “much transgression.”
Lit., “consider as being fat.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “victories.”
Or “refined.”
Lit., “Length of days.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Lit., “fruitage.”
Lit., “bowstrings.”
Lit., “their faces.”
Lit., “sing and make music.”
Possibly a tune or a musical style.
Or “Enthroned among (upon).”
Or “were not put to shame.”
Or “A reproach to.”
Lit., “thrown upon you.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “My only one,” referring to his soul, or life.
Lit., “hand.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “May your heart live.”
Lit., “fat ones.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “A seed.”
Or possibly, “to tranquil waters.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “tracks.”
Or “comfort me.”
Or “grease.”
Or “My soul,” referring to Jehovah’s life by which an individual swears.
Or “justice.”
Or “Rise up.”
Or “I raise my soul.”
Or “Which are from ancient times.”
Lit., “in judgment.”
Or “His soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “redeem.”








^ (Pss. 26:0-33:22) Of David. 26 Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in my integrity; In Jehovah I have trusted without wavering.  2 Examine me, O Jehovah, and put me to the test; Refine my innermost thoughts* and my heart.  3 For your loyal love is always in front of me, And I walk in your truth.  4 I do not associate* with deceitful men, And I avoid those who hide what they are.*  5 I hate the company of evil men, And I refuse to associate* with the wicked.  6 I will wash my hands in innocence, And I will march around your altar, O Jehovah,  7 To cause the sound of thanksgiving to be heard And to declare all your wonderful works.  8 Jehovah, I love the house where you dwell, The place where your glory resides.  9 Do not sweep me* away with sinners Nor take my life away with violent men,* 10 Whose hands engage in shameful conduct, And whose right hand is full of bribes. 11 But as for me, I will walk in my integrity. Rescue* me and show me favor. 12 My foot is standing on level ground; In the great congregation,* I will praise Jehovah. 
Of David. 27 Jehovah is my light and my salvation. Whom should I fear? Jehovah is the stronghold of my life. Whom should I dread?  2 When evil men attacked me to devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies were the ones who stumbled and fell.  3 Though an army should set up camp against me, My heart will not fear. Though war should break out against me, Even then I will remain confident.  4 One thing I have asked from Jehovah —It is what I will look for— That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, To gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah And to look with appreciation* upon his temple.*  5 For he will hide me in his shelter on the day of calamity; He will conceal me in the secret place of his tent; High on a rock he will place me.  6 Now my head is high above my enemies who surround me; I will offer sacrifices at his tent with joyful shouting; I will sing praises* to Jehovah.  7 Hear me, O Jehovah, when I cry out; Show me favor and answer me.  8 Speaking for you, my heart has said: “Seek to find my face.” Your face, O Jehovah, I will seek to find.  9 Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in your anger. You are my helper; Do not forsake me or leave me, my God of salvation. 10 Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in. 11 Instruct me in your way, O Jehovah, Lead me in the path of uprightness because of my foes. 12 Do not hand me over to my adversaries,* For false witnesses have risen up against me, And they threaten me with violence. 13 Where would I be if I did not have faith That I would see Jehovah’s goodness in the land of the living?* 14 Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah. 
Of David. 28 To you I keep calling, O Jehovah my Rock; Do not turn a deaf ear to me. If you keep silent toward me, I will become like those going down to the pit.*  2 Hear my pleas when I cry to you for help As I lift up my hands toward the innermost room of your sanctuary.  3 Do not drag me away with the wicked, with those practicing what is hurtful, Those who are speaking words of peace with their fellow man while evil is in their hearts.  4 Pay them back for their deeds, According to their evil practices. Repay them for the work of their hands, According to what they have done.  5 For they pay no attention to the activities of Jehovah, Nor to the work of his hands. He will tear them down and not build them up.  6 May Jehovah be praised, For he has heard my pleas for help.  7 Jehovah is my strength and my shield; In him my heart trusts. I have received his help, and my heart rejoices, So I will praise him with my song.  8 Jehovah is a strength for his people; He is a stronghold, bringing grand salvation to his anointed one.  9 Save your people, and bless your inheritance. Shepherd them and carry them in your arms forever. 
A melody of David. 29 Give Jehovah his due, you sons of mighty ones, Give Jehovah his due for his glory and strength.  2 Give Jehovah the glory due his name. Bow down to* Jehovah in holy adornment.*  3 The voice of Jehovah is heard over the waters; The glorious God thunders. Jehovah is over many waters.  4 The voice of Jehovah is powerful; The voice of Jehovah is splendid.  5 The voice of Jehovah is breaking the cedars; Yes, Jehovah shatters the cedars of Lebʹa·non.  6 He makes Lebʹa·non* skip like a calf, And Sirʹi·on like a young wild bull.  7 The voice of Jehovah strikes with flames of fire;  8 The voice of Jehovah makes the wilderness shudder; Jehovah makes the wilderness of Kaʹdesh shudder.  9 The voice of Jehovah makes the deer shudder and give birth And strips bare the forests. And all in his temple say: “Glory!” 10 Jehovah sits enthroned above the flooding waters;* Jehovah sits enthroned as King forever. 11 Jehovah will give strength to his people. Jehovah will bless his people with peace. 
A melody. A song of inauguration of the house. Of David. 30 I will exalt you, O Jehovah, for you have lifted* me up; You did not let my enemies rejoice over me.  2 O Jehovah my God, I cried to you for help, and you healed me.  3 O Jehovah, you have lifted me* up from the Grave.* You kept me alive; you spared me from sinking into the pit.*  4 Sing praises* to Jehovah, you his loyal ones, Give thanks to his holy name;*  5 Because being under his anger is only for a moment, But being in his favor* is for a lifetime. Weeping may come in the evening, but in the morning, there is a joyful cry.  6 When I was untroubled, I said: “I will never be shaken.”*  7 O Jehovah, while I was in your favor,* you made me as strong as a mountain. But when you hid your face, I became terrified.  8 To you, O Jehovah, I kept calling; And to Jehovah, I kept pleading for favor.  9 What profit is there in my death,* in my going down to the pit?* Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 10 Hear, O Jehovah, and show me favor. O Jehovah, become my helper. 11 You have changed my mourning into dancing; You have removed my sackcloth, and you clothe me with rejoicing, 12 So that I* may sing your praise and not keep silent. O Jehovah my God, I will praise you forever. 
To the director. A melody of David. 31 In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame. Rescue me because of your righteousness.  2 Incline your ear* to me. Come quickly to my rescue. Become for me a mountain stronghold, A fortified place to save me.  3 For you are my crag and my stronghold; For the sake of your name, you will lead me and guide me.  4 You will free me from the net that they have secretly laid for me, For you are my fortress.  5 Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*  6 I hate those who are devoted to worthless, vain idols, But as for me, I trust in Jehovah.  7 I will rejoice greatly in your loyal love, For you have seen my affliction; You are aware of my deep distress.*  8 You have not handed me over to the enemy, But you make me stand in a place of safety.*  9 Show me favor, O Jehovah, for I am in distress. Anguish has made my eyes weak, my whole body* as well. 10 My life is consumed with grief And my years with groaning. My strength is waning because of my error; My bones grow weak. 11 I am scorned by all my adversaries, Especially my neighbors. And I am dreaded by my acquaintances; When they see me in public, they flee from me. 12 I am put out of their heart* and forgotten, as if I were dead; I am like a broken jar. 13 I have heard many evil rumors; Terror surrounds me. When they gather together as one against me, They scheme to take away my life.* 14 But I trust in you, O Jehovah. I declare: “You are my God.” 15 My days* are in your hand. Rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from those persecuting me. 16 Make your face shine upon your servant. Save me by your loyal love. 17 O Jehovah, may I not be put to shame when I call on you. May the wicked be put to shame; May they be silenced in the Grave.* 18 May lying lips become speechless, Lips that speak arrogantly against the righteous, with haughtiness and contempt. 19 How abundant your goodness is! You have stored it up for those who fear you, And you have shown it before all men, in behalf of those taking refuge in you. 20 You will conceal them in the secret place of your presence From the schemes of men; You will hide them in your shelter From malicious attacks.* 21 May Jehovah be praised, For in a wonderful way, he has shown his loyal love to me in a besieged city. 22 As for me, I panicked and said: “I will perish from before you.” But you heard my pleas for help when I cried out to you. 23 Love Jehovah, all you who are loyal to him! Jehovah protects the faithful, But he repays exceedingly anyone showing haughtiness. 24 Be courageous, and may your heart be strong, All you who are waiting for Jehovah. 
Of David. Masʹkil.* 32 Happy is the one whose transgression is pardoned, whose sin is covered.*  2 Happy is the man whom Jehovah does not charge with guilt, In whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away because of my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand* was heavy upon me. My strength evaporated* like water in the dry summer heat. (Selah)  5 Finally I confessed my sin to you; I did not cover my error. I said: “I will confess my transgressions to Jehovah.” And you pardoned the error of my sins. (Selah)  6 This is why every loyal one will pray to you While you may yet be found. Then even the floodwaters will not reach him.  7 You are a hiding place for me; You will safeguard me from distress. You will surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. (Selah)  8 “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.  9 Do not become like a horse or a mule, without understanding, Whose spiritedness must be controlled with a bridle or a halter Before it will come near to you.” 10 Many are the pains of the wicked; But the one trusting in Jehovah is surrounded by His loyal love. 11 Rejoice in Jehovah and be joyful, you righteous ones; Shout joyfully, all you who are upright in heart. 
33 Shout joyfully, you righteous ones, because of Jehovah. It is fitting for the upright to praise him.  2 Give thanks to Jehovah with the harp; Sing praises* to him with a ten-stringed instrument.  3 Sing to him a new song; Play skillfully on the strings, along with shouts of joy.  4 For the word of Jehovah is upright, And everything he does is trustworthy.  5 He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.  6 By the word of Jehovah the heavens were made, And by the spirit* of his mouth everything in them.*  7 He gathers the seawaters like a dam; He puts the surging waters in storehouses.  8 Let the whole earth fear Jehovah. Let the inhabitants of the productive land be in awe of him.  9 For he spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm. 10 Jehovah has frustrated the schemes* of the nations; He has thwarted the plans* of the peoples. 11 But the decisions* of Jehovah will stand forever; The thoughts of his heart are from generation to generation. 12 Happy is the nation whose God is Jehovah, The people he has chosen as his own possession. 13 Jehovah looks down from heaven; He sees all the sons of men. 14 From his place of residence, He gazes on the inhabitants of the earth. 15 He is the one forming the hearts of all; He examines all their works. 16 No king is saved by a large army; A mighty man is not saved by his great power. 17 The horse is a false hope for salvation;* Its great strength does not ensure escape. 18 Look! The eye of Jehovah watches over those fearing him, Those waiting for his loyal love, 19 To rescue them* from death And to keep them alive during famine. 20 We are* in expectation of Jehovah. He is our helper and our shield. 21 Our hearts rejoice in him, For we trust in his holy name. 22 May your loyal love rest upon us, O Jehovah, While we keep waiting for you.

Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “I do not mingle with hypocrites.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “with men of bloodshed.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Lit., “In assemblies.”
Or “to look contemplatively.”
Or “sanctuary.”
Or “make music.”
Or “to the soul of my adversaries.”
Or possibly, “Surely I do have faith that I will see Jehovah’s goodness in the land of the living.”
Or “grave.”
Or “Worship.”
Or possibly, “because of the splendor of his holiness.”
Evidently, the Lebanon mountain range.
Or “the heavenly ocean.”
Or “drawn.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”
Or “Make music.”
Lit., “memorial.”
Or “goodwill.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Or “goodwill.”
Lit., “blood.”
Or “grave.”
Or “my glory.”
Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “the faithful God.”
Or “the distresses of my soul.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Or “my soul and my belly.”
Or “mind.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “times.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “From the quarreling of tongues.”
See Glossary.
Or “forgiven.”
Or “displeasure.”
Or “My life’s moisture changed.”
Or “Make music.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “all their army.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “thoughts.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “for victory.”
Or “their soul.”
Or “Our soul is.”


^ (Pss. 32:1-33:8) Happy is the one whose transgression is pardoned, whose sin is covered.*  2 Happy is the man whom Jehovah does not charge with guilt, In whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away because of my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand* was heavy upon me. My strength evaporated* like water in the dry summer heat. (Selah)  5 Finally I confessed my sin to you; I did not cover my error. I said: “I will confess my transgressions to Jehovah.” And you pardoned the error of my sins. (Selah)  6 This is why every loyal one will pray to you While you may yet be found. Then even the floodwaters will not reach him.  7 You are a hiding place for me; You will safeguard me from distress. You will surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. (Selah)  8 “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.  9 Do not become like a horse or a mule, without understanding, Whose spiritedness must be controlled with a bridle or a halter Before it will come near to you.” 10 Many are the pains of the wicked; But the one trusting in Jehovah is surrounded by His loyal love. 11 Rejoice in Jehovah and be joyful, you righteous ones; Shout joyfully, all you who are upright in heart. 
33 Shout joyfully, you righteous ones, because of Jehovah. It is fitting for the upright to praise him.  2 Give thanks to Jehovah with the harp; Sing praises* to him with a ten-stringed instrument.  3 Sing to him a new song; Play skillfully on the strings, along with shouts of joy.  4 For the word of Jehovah is upright, And everything he does is trustworthy.  5 He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.  6 By the word of Jehovah the heavens were made, And by the spirit* of his mouth everything in them.*  7 He gathers the seawaters like a dam; He puts the surging waters in storehouses.  8 Let the whole earth fear Jehovah. Let the inhabitants of the productive land be in awe of him.

Or “forgiven.”
Or “displeasure.”
Or “My life’s moisture changed.”
Or “Make music.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “all their army.”





^ ***sn song 23 Jehovah, Our Strength***


Song 23

Jehovah, Our Strength


(Isaiah 12:2)


1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,

You are our Savior, in you we delight.

We are your Witnesses bearing your news,

Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, our strength and our might,

Your name we make known both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.



2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;

With opened eyes, we now see truth and right.

Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;

Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, our strength and our might,

Your name we make known both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.



3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.

Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.

Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be

Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, our strength and our might,

Your name we make known both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)





^ (Isa. 12:2) Look! God is my salvation. I will trust and feel no dread; For Jah* Jehovah is my strength and my might, And he has become my salvation.”

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (2 Sam. 22:3) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 18:2) Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.









^ ***w12 7/15 pp. 22-24 “Of Whom Shall I Be in Dread?”***

 3. In what sense is Jehovah our light, but what must we do?

3 The metaphor “Jehovah is my light” draws attention to the fact that Jehovah frees us from ignorance and spiritual darkness. (Ps. 27:1) A literal light may reveal a danger or an obstacle on our pathway, but it does not remove it. We must act wisely on what we see. In a similar way, Jehovah reveals to us the basic meaning of world events. He alerts us to the dangers of this system of things. He provides us with Bible principles that always work, but we must apply what we learn. When we do, we can act with more wisdom than either our enemies or our teachers.—Ps. 119:98, 99, 130.

 4. (a) Why could David say with conviction: “Jehovah is my . . . salvation”? (b) When especially will Jehovah become our salvation?

4 David’s words at Psalm 27:1 show that he must have recalled how Jehovah had delivered, or saved, him on previous occasions. For instance, Jehovah had delivered him “from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear.” Jehovah also gave him victory over the giant Goliath. Later, King Saul tried to pierce David with a spear, but each time Jehovah delivered him. (1 Sam. 17:37, 49, 50; 18:11, 12; 19:10) No wonder David could say with conviction: “Jehovah is my . . . salvation”! Jehovah will again become to his servants what he was to David—a salvation. How? By delivering his worshippers through the coming “great tribulation.”—Rev. 7:14; 2 Pet. 2:9.

REMEMBER EACH SUCCESS

5, 6. (a) What role does our memory play in our developing courage? (b) How does the record of Jehovah’s dealings with his servants fortify your courage?

5 An important factor in developing courage is brought to our attention at Psalm 27:2, 3. (Read.) David recalled events in which he experienced deliverance with the aid of Jehovah. (1 Sam. 17:34-37) Those memories filled him with confidence to face even the worst of adversities. Do you draw similar conclusions from your experiences? For instance, have you prayed intensely about a distressing problem and then seen how Jehovah gave you wisdom or strength to cope with that trial? Or can you recall how obstacles to your joyful service were removed or how a large door of activity was opened to you? (1 Cor. 16:9) What effect does remembering such events have on you now? Do not those memories continue to persuade you that Jehovah can help you to overcome or endure even more serious obstacles or adversities?—Rom. 5:3-5.

6 What if a powerful government were to hatch a plot to exterminate Jehovah’s Witnesses as an organization? Many men in modern times have attempted to do just that but have failed. Recounting how Jehovah has helped his people in the past will instill in us confidence to face the future.—Dan. 3:28.



^ par. 3 (Ps. 27:1) Jehovah is my light and my salvation. Whom should I fear? Jehovah is the stronghold of my life. Whom should I dread?



^ par. 3 (Ps. 119:98, 99) Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, Because it is with me forever. 99 I have more insight than all my teachers, Because I ponder over* your reminders.

Or “study.”


^ par. 3 (Ps. 119:130) The disclosure of your words brings light, Giving understanding to the inexperienced.



^ par. 4 (Ps. 27:1) Jehovah is my light and my salvation. Whom should I fear? Jehovah is the stronghold of my life. Whom should I dread?



^ par. 4 (1 Sam. 17:37) Then David added: “Jehovah, who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear, he is the one who will rescue me from the hand of this Phi·lisʹtine.” At this Saul said to David: “Go, and may Jehovah be with you.”



^ par. 4 (1 Sam. 17:49, 50) David thrust his hand into his bag and took a stone from there and slung it. He struck the Phi·lisʹtine in the forehead, and the stone sank into his forehead and he fell facedown on the ground. 50 So David prevailed over the Phi·lisʹtine with a sling and a stone; he struck down the Phi·lisʹtine and put him to death, though there was no sword in David’s hand.



^ par. 4 (1 Sam. 18:11, 12) and he hurled the spear, saying to himself: ‘I will pin David to the wall!’ But David escaped from him twice. 12 Then Saul was afraid of David because Jehovah was with him but had departed from Saul.



^ par. 4 (1 Sam. 19:10) Saul tried to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he eluded Saul, who drove the spear into the wall. David fled and escaped during that night.



^ par. 4 (Rev. 7:14) So right away I said to him: “My lord, you are the one who knows.” And he said to me: “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.



^ par. 4 (2 Pet. 2:9) So, then, Jehovah* knows how to rescue people of godly devotion out of trial, but to reserve unrighteous people to be destroyed* on the day of judgment,

See App. A5.
Lit., “cut off.”


^ par. 5 (Ps. 27:2, 3) When evil men attacked me to devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies were the ones who stumbled and fell.  3 Though an army should set up camp against me, My heart will not fear. Though war should break out against me, Even then I will remain confident.



^ par. 5 (1 Sam. 17:34-37) David then said to Saul: “Your servant became a shepherd of his father’s flock, and a lion came, also a bear, and each carried off a sheep from the flock. 35 I went out after it and struck it down and rescued it from its mouth. When it rose up against me, I grabbed it by its fur* and struck it down and put it to death. 36 Your servant struck down both the lion and the bear, and this uncircumcised Phi·lisʹtine will become like one of them, for he has taunted* the battle lines of the living God.” 37 Then David added: “Jehovah, who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear, he is the one who will rescue me from the hand of this Phi·lisʹtine.” At this Saul said to David: “Go, and may Jehovah be with you.”

Or “by the jaw.” Lit., “by its beard.”
Or “challenged.”


^ par. 5 (1 Cor. 16:9) because a large door that leads to activity has been opened to me, but there are many opposers.



^ par. 5 (Rom. 5:3-5) Not only that, but let us rejoice* while in tribulations, since we know that tribulation produces endurance; 4 endurance, in turn, an approved condition; the approved condition, in turn, hope, 5 and the hope does not lead to disappointment; because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the holy spirit, which was given to us.

Or possibly, “we rejoice.”


^ par. 6 (Dan. 3:28) Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar then declared: “Praised be the God of Shaʹdrach, Meʹshach, and A·bedʹne·go, who sent his angel and rescued his servants. They trusted in him and went against the command of the king and were willing to die* rather than serve or worship any god except their own God.

Or “and gave up their bodies.”








^ ***w12 7/15 p. 24 “Of Whom Shall I Be in Dread?”***

APPRECIATE PURE WORSHIP

7, 8. (a) According to Psalm 27:4, what did David ask from Jehovah? (b) What is Jehovah’s great spiritual temple, and how is worship offered there?

7 Another essential component of courageous action is our fondness for true worship. (Read Psalm 27:4.) In David’s day, “the house of Jehovah” was the tabernacle. It was David himself who made arrangements for the elaborate temple structure that was to be built by his son Solomon. Centuries later, Jesus revealed that rendering acceptable worship to Jehovah would no longer be contingent on having one grand structure that was blessed by God. (John 4:21-23) The apostle Paul indicated in Hebrews chapters 8 to 10 that a great spiritual temple came into existence at Jesus’ baptism in 29 C.E., when he presented himself to do Jehovah’s will. (Heb. 10:10) This great spiritual temple is the arrangement Jehovah has made so that we, through our faith in Jesus’ ransom sacrifice, can approach God acceptably. How do we worship there? By praying “with true hearts in the full assurance of faith”; by declaring our hope publicly without wavering; and by considering, inciting, and encouraging fellow worshippers when we assemble together at our congregation meetings and during family worship. (Heb. 10:22-25) Appreciation for the arrangement of true worship fortifies us in these critical last days.



^ (Ps. 27:4) One thing I have asked from Jehovah —It is what I will look for— That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, To gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah And to look with appreciation* upon his temple.*

Or “to look contemplatively.”
Or “sanctuary.”


^ par. 7 (Ps. 27:4) One thing I have asked from Jehovah —It is what I will look for— That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, To gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah And to look with appreciation* upon his temple.*

Or “to look contemplatively.”
Or “sanctuary.”


^ par. 7 (John 4:21-23) Jesus said to her: “Believe me, woman, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, because salvation begins with the Jews. 23 Nevertheless, the hour is coming, and it is now, when the true worshippers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, for indeed, the Father is looking for ones like these to worship him.



^ par. 7 (Heb. 8:1-10:39) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a minister* of the holy place and of the true tent, which Jehovah* set up, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer. 4 If he were on earth, he would not be a priest, since there are already men who offer the gifts according to the Law. 5 These men are offering sacred service in a typical representation and a shadow of the heavenly things; just as Moses, when about to construct the tent, was given the divine command: For He says: “See that you make all things after their pattern that was shown to you in the mountain.” 6 But now Jesus has obtained a more excellent ministry* because he is also the mediator of a correspondingly better covenant, which has been legally established on better promises. 7 If that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no need for a second. 8 For he does find fault with the people when he says: “‘Look! The days are coming,’ says Jehovah,* ‘when I will make with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah a new covenant. 9 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their forefathers on the day I took hold of their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, because they did not remain in my covenant, so I stopped caring for them,’ says Jehovah.* 10 “‘For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,’ says Jehovah.* ‘I will put my laws in their mind, and in their hearts I will write them. And I will become their God, and they will become my people. 11 “‘And they will no longer teach each one his fellow citizen and each one his brother, saying: “Know Jehovah!”* For they will all know me, from the least to the greatest of them. 12 For I will be merciful toward their unrighteous deeds, and I will no longer call their sins to mind.’” 13 In his saying “a new covenant,” he has made the former one obsolete. Now what is obsolete and growing old is near to vanishing away. 
9 For its part, the former covenant used to have legal requirements for sacred service and its holy place on earth. 2 For a first tent compartment was constructed, in which were the lampstand and the table and the display of the loaves of presentation;* and it is called the Holy Place. 3 But behind the second curtain was the tent compartment called the Most Holy. 4 This had a golden censer and the ark of the covenant completely overlaid with gold, in which were the golden jar containing the manna and Aaron’s rod that budded and the tablets of the covenant; 5 and above it were the glorious cherubs overshadowing the propitiatory cover.* But now is not the time to speak of these things in detail. 6 After these things were constructed this way, the priests enter the first tent compartment regularly to perform the sacred services; 7 but the high priest enters alone into the second compartment once a year, not without blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins that the people committed in ignorance. 8 Thus the holy spirit makes it clear that the way into the holy place had not yet been revealed while the first tent was standing. 9 This tent is an illustration for the present time, and according to this arrangement, both gifts and sacrifices are offered. However, these are not able to make the conscience of the man doing sacred service perfect. 10 They have to do only with foods and drinks and various ceremonial washings.* They were legal requirements concerning the body and were imposed until the appointed time to set things straight. 11 However, when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have already taken place, he passed through the greater and more perfect tent not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 He entered into the holy place, not with the blood of goats and of young bulls, but with his own blood, once for all time, and obtained an everlasting deliverance* for us. 13 For if the blood of goats and of bulls and the ashes of a heifer* sprinkled on those who have been defiled sanctifies for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who through an everlasting spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works so that we may render sacred service to the living God? 15 That is why he is a mediator of a new covenant, in order that because a death has occurred for their release by ransom from the transgressions under the former covenant, those who have been called may receive the promise of the everlasting inheritance. 16 For where there is a covenant, the death of the human covenanter needs to be established, 17 because a covenant is valid at death, since it is not in force as long as the human covenanter is living. 18 Consequently, neither was the former covenant put into effect* without blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every commandment of the Law to all the people, he took the blood of the young bulls and of the goats, with water, scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled the book* and all the people, 20 saying: “This is the blood of the covenant that God has commanded you to keep.” 21 He likewise sprinkled the tent and all the vessels of the holy service* with the blood. 22 Yes, according to the Law nearly all things are cleansed with blood, and unless blood is poured out no forgiveness takes place. 23 Therefore, it was necessary for the typical representations of the things in the heavens to be cleansed by these means, but the heavenly things require far better sacrifices. 24 For Christ did not enter into a holy place made with hands, which is a copy of the reality, but into heaven itself, so that he now appears before* God on our behalf. 25 This was not done to offer himself often, as when the high priest enters into the holy place from year to year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise, he would have to suffer often from the founding of the world. But now he has manifested himself once for all time at the conclusion of the systems of things* to do away with sin through the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is reserved for men to die once for all time, but after this to receive a judgment, 28 so also the Christ was offered once for all time to bear the sins of many; and the second time that he appears it will be apart from sin,* and he will be seen by those earnestly looking for him for their salvation. 
10 For since the Law has a shadow of the good things to come, but not the very substance of the things, it* can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered year after year, make those who approach perfect. 2 Otherwise, would not the sacrifices have stopped being offered, because those rendering sacred service once cleansed would have no consciousness of sins anymore? 3 On the contrary, these sacrifices are a reminder of sins year after year, 4 for it is not possible for the blood of bulls and of goats to take sins away. 5 So when he comes into the world, he says: “‘Sacrifice and offering you did not want, but you prepared a body for me. 6 You did not approve of whole burnt offerings and sin offerings.’ 7 Then I said: ‘Look! I have come (in the scroll* it is written about me) to do your will, O God.’” 8 After first saying: “You did not want nor did you approve of sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sin offerings”—sacrifices that are offered according to the Law— 9 then he says: “Look! I have come to do your will.” He does away with what is first in order to establish what is second. 10 By this “will” we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time. 11 Also, every priest takes his station day after day to offer holy service* and to make the same sacrifices often, which can never take sins away completely. 12 But this man offered one sacrifice for sins for all time and sat down at the right hand of God, 13 from then on waiting until his enemies should be placed as a stool for his feet. 14 For it is by one sacrificial offering that he has made those who are being sanctified perfect for all time. 15 Moreover, the holy spirit also bears witness to us, for after it has said: 16 “‘This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days,’ says Jehovah.* ‘I will put my laws in their hearts, and in their minds I will write them.’” 17 Then it says: “And I will no longer call their sins and their lawless deeds to mind.” 18 Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer an offering for sin. 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have boldness* for the way of entry into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 which he opened up* for us as a new and living way through the curtain, that is, his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us approach with sincere hearts and complete faith, having had our hearts sprinkled clean from a wicked conscience and our bodies bathed with clean water. 23 Let us hold firmly the public declaration of our hope without wavering, for the one who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near. 26 For if we practice sin willfully after having received the accurate knowledge of the truth, there is no longer any sacrifice for sins left, 27 but there is a certain fearful expectation of judgment and a burning indignation that is going to consume those in opposition. 28 Anyone who has disregarded the Law of Moses dies without compassion on the testimony of two or three. 29 How much greater punishment do you think a person will deserve who has trampled on the Son of God and who has regarded as of ordinary value the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and who has outraged the spirit of undeserved kindness with contempt? 30 For we know the One who said: “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again: “Jehovah* will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 32 However, keep remembering the former days in which, after you were enlightened, you endured a great struggle along with sufferings. 33 At times you were publicly exposed* both to reproaches and to tribulations, and at times you shared* with those who were having such an experience. 34 For you expressed sympathy for those in prison and you accepted joyfully the plundering of your belongings, knowing that you yourselves have a better and an enduring possession. 35 Therefore, do not throw away your boldness,* which will be richly rewarded. 36 For you need endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the fulfillment of the promise. 37 For yet “a very little while,” and “the one who is coming will arrive and will not delay.” 38 “But my righteous one will live by reason of faith,” and “if he shrinks back, I have* no pleasure in him.” 39 Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.*

Or “public servant.”
See App. A5.
Or “public service.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “the showbread.”
Or “the place of atonement.”
Lit., “various baptisms.”
Lit., “ransoming; redemption.”
Or “young cow.”
Lit., “inaugurated.”
Or “scroll.”
Or “the public service.”
Lit., “before the face of.”
Or “the ages.” See Glossary.
Or “it will not be to deal with sin.”
Or possibly, “men.”
Lit., “in the scroll of the book.”
Or “to perform public service.”
See App. A5.
Or “confidence.”
Lit., “inaugurated.”
Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”
See App. A5.
Lit., “were exposed as in a theater.”
Or “stood side by side.”
Lit., “freeness of speech.”
Or “my soul has.”
Or “souls.”


^ par. 7 (Heb. 10:10) By this “will” we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time.



^ par. 7 (Heb. 10:22-25) let us approach with sincere hearts and complete faith, having had our hearts sprinkled clean from a wicked conscience and our bodies bathed with clean water. 23 Let us hold firmly the public declaration of our hope without wavering, for the one who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”








^ ***w12 7/15 p. 24 “Of Whom Shall I Be in Dread?”***

TRUST IN GOD’S HELP

9, 10. What is the meaning of the assurance given at Psalm 27:10?

9 David forcefully articulates his trust in Jehovah’s help by saying: “In case my own father and my own mother did leave me, even Jehovah himself would take me up.” (Ps. 27:10) We may conclude from the events mentioned in 1 Samuel chapter 22 that David’s parents did not abandon him. However, many today have had to endure extreme rejection by their family. Yet, many thus forsaken have found help and protection in the warmth of the Christian congregation.

10 Since Jehovah is ready to support his servants when others desert them, would he not also sustain them during any other sort of tribulation? If, for instance, we are concerned about how to provide materially for our family, can we not be certain that Jehovah will help us? (Heb. 13:5, 6) He understands the circumstances and needs of all his loyal servants.



^ (Ps. 27:10) Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.



^ par. 9 (Ps. 27:10) Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in.



^ par. 9 (1 Sam. 22:1-23) So David went from there, escaping to the cave of A·dulʹlam. When his brothers and his father’s entire house heard of it, they went down there to him. 2 And all those who were in trouble and in debt and who had a grievance* gathered to him, and he became their chief. There were about 400 men with him. 3 David later went from there to Mizʹpeh in Moʹab and said to the king of Moʹab: “Please let my father and mother stay with you until I know what God will do for me.” 4 So he left them with the king of Moʹab, and they stayed with him the whole time that David was in the stronghold. 5 In time Gad the prophet said to David: “Do not stay in the stronghold. Go from there into the land of Judah.” So David left and went into the forest of Heʹreth. 6 Saul heard that David and the men with him had been found. Saul was then sitting in Gibʹe·ah under the tamarisk tree on the high place with his spear in his hand, and all his servants were stationed around him. 7 Then Saul said to his servants stationed around him: “Listen, please, you Benʹja·min·ites. Will the son of Jesʹse also give fields and vineyards to all of you? Will he appoint all of you as chiefs of thousands and chiefs of hundreds? 8 All of you have conspired against me! No one informed me when my own son made a covenant with the son of Jesʹse! Not one of you has sympathy for me and informs me that my own son has incited my own servant against me to ambush me, as is now the case.” 9 Then Doʹeg the Eʹdom·ite, who was stationed there over the servants of Saul, answered: “I saw the son of Jesʹse come to Nob to A·himʹe·lech the son of A·hiʹtub. 10 And he inquired of Jehovah for him and gave him provisions. He even gave him the sword of Go·liʹath the Phi·lisʹtine.” 11 At once the king sent for A·himʹe·lech son of A·hiʹtub the priest and all the priests of his father’s house, who were in Nob. So all of them came to the king. 12 Saul now said: “Listen, please, you son of A·hiʹtub!” to which he replied: “Here I am, my lord.” 13 Saul said to him: “Why have you conspired against me, you and the son of Jesʹse, by giving him bread and a sword and by making an inquiry of God for him? He opposes me and waits in ambush, as is now the case.” 14 At this A·himʹe·lech answered the king: “Who among all your servants is as trustworthy* as David? He is the king’s son-in-law and a chief over your bodyguard and honored in your house. 15 Was today the first time I inquired of God for him? What you are saying is unthinkable on my part! Do not let the king hold anything against his servant and against my father’s entire house, for your servant did not know a single thing about any of this.” 16 But the king said: “You will surely die, A·himʹe·lech, you along with all your father’s house.” 17 With that the king said to the guards* stationed around him: “Turn and kill the priests of Jehovah, because they have sided with David! They knew that he was a runaway, and they did not inform me!” But the king’s servants did not want to lift their hands to assault the priests of Jehovah. 18 Then the king said to Doʹeg: “You turn and assault the priests!” Immediately Doʹeg the Eʹdom·ite went and assaulted the priests himself. He killed on that day 85 men wearing the linen ephʹod. 19 He also struck Nob, the city of the priests, with the sword; man as well as woman, child as well as infant, bull, donkey, and sheep, he put to the sword. 20 However, one son of A·himʹe·lech the son of A·hiʹtub, whose name was A·biʹa·thar, escaped and ran away to follow David. 21 A·biʹa·thar told David: “Saul has killed the priests of Jehovah.” 22 At this David said to A·biʹa·thar: “I knew on that day, when Doʹeg the Eʹdom·ite was there, that he would be sure to tell Saul. I am personally responsible for the death of everyone* in your father’s house. 23 Stay with me. Do not be afraid, for whoever seeks your life* seeks my life;* you are under my protection.”

Or “were bitter of soul.”
Or “faithful.”
Lit., “runners.”
Or “every soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”


^ par. 10 (Heb. 13:5, 6) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.” 6 So that we may be of good courage and say: “Jehovah* is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

See App. A5.








^ ***w06 5/15 p. 19 par. 11 Highlights From Book One of Psalms***

Scriptural Questions Answered:

26:6—How do we, like David, figuratively march around Jehovah’s altar? The altar represents Jehovah’s will in accepting the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the redemption of mankind. (Hebrews 8:5; 10:5-10) We march around Jehovah’s altar by exercising faith in that sacrifice.



^ par. 11 (Ps. 26:6) I will wash my hands in innocence, And I will march around your altar, O Jehovah,



^ par. 11 (Heb. 8:5) These men are offering sacred service in a typical representation and a shadow of the heavenly things; just as Moses, when about to construct the tent, was given the divine command: For He says: “See that you make all things after their pattern that was shown to you in the mountain.”



^ par. 11 (Heb. 10:5-10) So when he comes into the world, he says: “‘Sacrifice and offering you did not want, but you prepared a body for me. 6 You did not approve of whole burnt offerings and sin offerings.’ 7 Then I said: ‘Look! I have come (in the scroll* it is written about me) to do your will, O God.’” 8 After first saying: “You did not want nor did you approve of sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sin offerings”—sacrifices that are offered according to the Law— 9 then he says: “Look! I have come to do your will.” He does away with what is first in order to establish what is second. 10 By this “will” we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all time.

Lit., “in the scroll of the book.”








^ ***w09 6/1 p. 5 Why the Bible Is Practical for Our Day***

In the Bible, God made this promise: “I shall make you have insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give advice with my eye upon you.” (Psalm 32:8) Note that God offers not only advice but also insight, which is the ability to see into or below the surface of a situation. Having insight to discern what goals are truly beneficial can protect us from wasting our life on worthless pursuits.



^ (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.









^ ***jl lesson 9 How Can We Best Prepare for the Meetings?***


LESSON 9

How Can We Best Prepare for the Meetings?



If you are studying the Bible with one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, you likely try to review the material in advance of each study. For the greatest benefit, it is good to do the same before attending a congregation meeting. The best results are achieved when we establish a good routine.

Determine when and where to study. When can you concentrate the best? Is it in the early morning before starting your day’s work or later in the evening after the children have gone to bed? Even if you cannot study for long periods, decide how much time you can set aside, and try not to let anything interfere. Seek out a quiet place, and remove all distractions by turning off the radio, television, and cell phone. Praying before you study will help to relieve the anxious cares of the day so that you can concentrate on God’s Word.—Philippians 4:6, 7.

Mark the material, and prepare to participate. Begin by getting an overall idea of the subject. Think about the title of the article or chapter, consider how each subheading relates to that theme, and examine any pictures and the review questions that highlight the main points. Then read each paragraph, and look for the answer to the printed question. Look up and read the scriptures that are cited, and think of how they support the material. (Acts 17:11) When you can answer the question, underline or highlight a few key words or phrases in the paragraph that will bring the answer back to your mind. Then, at the meeting, you can raise your hand if you wish and make a brief comment in your own words.

By examining the different subjects that are discussed each week at the meetings, you will add new thoughts to your “treasure store” of Bible knowledge.—Matthew 13:51, 52.

	  What routine could you establish to prepare for the meetings?



	  How can you prepare yourself to make a comment at the meeting?







FIND OUT MORE


Following the method just outlined, prepare for the Watchtower Study or the Congregation Bible Study. With your Bible teacher’s help, prepare a comment that you might make at the next meeting.







^ (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers* by means of Christ Jesus.

Or “your minds; your thoughts.”


^ (Acts 17:11) Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



^ (Matt. 13:51, 52) “Did you get the sense of all these things?” They said to him: “Yes.” 52 Then he said to them: “That being the case, every public instructor who is taught about the Kingdom of the heavens is like a man, the master of the house, who brings out of his treasure store things both new and old.”









^ ***sn song 130 The Miracle of Life***


Song 130

The Miracle of Life


(Psalm 36:9)


1. Ev’ry newborn child, Ev’ry drop of rain,

Ev’ry golden ray of sun, Each head of grain—

All are gifts from God; They reveal his way.

Miracles performed by him sustain us each day.

(CHORUS)

So, what are we to do with a gift so rare

But to love the One who gave it and show him we care.

No matter what we do, We never can earn it.

This gift is still a gift—The miracle of life.



2. Others may give up, Lose their will to try,

Echoing the wife of Job: “Curse God and die.”

We are not that way. Praise to God we give,

Thanking him for ev’ry precious moment we live.

(CHORUS)

So, what are we to do with a gift so rare

But to love the ones around us and show them we care.

No matter what we do, We never can earn it.

This gift is still a gift—The miracle of life.





(See also Job 2:9; Ps. 34:12; Eccl. 8:15; Matt. 22:37-40; Rom. 6:23.)





^ (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ (Job 2:9) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!”



^ (Ps. 34:12) Who among you takes pleasure in life And would love to see many good days?



^ (Eccl. 8:15) So I recommended rejoicing, because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice; this should accompany him as he works hard during the days of his life, which the true God gives him under the sun.



^ (Matt. 22:37-40) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.”

See App. A5.
See Glossary.


^ (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.









^ ***yb16 p. 112-p. 113 A Fearless Pioneer***


INDONESIA

A Fearless Pioneer

André Elias


	BORN 1915



	BAPTIZED 1940



	PROFILE A courageous pioneer who repeatedly stood firm under interrogation and threats.








DURING World War II, Brother Elias and his wife, Josephine, appeared before officials in Sukabumi, West Java, at the headquarters of the dreaded Kempeitai, the Japanese military police. André was interrogated first. Questions rained down on him like hammer blows. “Who are Jehovah’s Witnesses? Do you oppose the Japanese government? Are you a spy?”

“We are servants of Almighty God and have done nothing wrong,” replied André. The commanding officer grabbed a samurai sword from the wall and held it aloft.

“What if I kill you now?” he snarled. André placed his head on the office desk and silently prayed. After a long pause, laughter erupted. “You are brave!” said the officer. He then summoned Josephine. When her testimony agreed with André’s, the officer barked: “You are not spies. Get out of here!”

Several months later, André was denounced by “false brothers” and imprisoned. (2 Cor. 11:26) For several months, he survived by eating food scraps scavenged from the cell gutter. Still, the jailers could not break his integrity. When Josephine was able to visit him, he whispered to her through the prison bars: “Do not worry. Whether they kill me or set me free, I will remain faithful to Jehovah. They can carry me out as a corpse but not as a traitor.”

After six months in jail, André defended himself before the Jakarta High Court and was released.

Some 30 years later, when the Indonesian government banned Jehovah’s Witnesses again, the district attorney in Manado, North Sulawesi, summoned André to his office. “Do you know that Jehovah’s Witnesses are banned?” he asked.

“Yes,” replied André.

“Are you now prepared to change your religion?” asked the official.

André leaned forward and dramatically beat his chest. “You can tear my heart from my body, but you can never make me change my religion,” he boomed.

The district attorney dismissed André and never bothered him again.

In 2000, André died at the age of 85, after some 60 years of zealous pioneer service.





^ par. 1 (2 Cor. 11:26) in journeys often, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from robbers, in dangers from my own people, in dangers from the nations, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the wilderness, in dangers at sea, in dangers among false brothers,









^ ***yb16 p. 135-p. 136 par. 3 Determined to Move Forward***


back. A sea of hands waved to us, and a collective cry echoed across the tarmac: ‘Thank you. Thank you for being here.’ We boarded the plane and wept.”

Outrage on Sumba

As news of the ban spread throughout the archipelago, the Indonesian Communion of Churches urged its members to report any Witness activity to the authorities. This triggered a wave of arrests and interrogations on many islands.

In Waingapu, on the island of Sumba, the district military commander summoned 23 brothers to the local military camp and demanded that they sign a declaration renouncing their faith. When the brothers refused, the commander ordered them to return to the camp the following day—an eight-mile (14 km) round-trip on foot.

When the brothers reported to the commander early the next morning, they were called forward one by one and ordered to sign the declaration. When a brother would refuse to sign, soldiers would beat him with thorny branches. The soldiers worked themselves into a frenzy, knocking some brothers unconscious. Meanwhile, the other brothers awaited their turn. Finally, one young brother named Mone Kele stepped forward and wrote on the declaration. The brothers’ hearts sank, but the commander went berserk. Mone had written, “I intend to remain one of Jehovah’s Witnesses forever!” Mone was beaten and bruised and ended up in the hospital, but he remained spiritually unbroken.

The commander tried for 11 days to break the brothers’ integrity. He ordered them to stand all day in the hot tropical sun. He forced them to crawl on their hands and knees for several miles and to run long distances carrying heavy loads. While holding a bayonet at their throats, he commanded them to salute the flag; still, they refused. So he ordered that they be beaten some more.

Each morning the brothers trudged to the camp, wondering what new torments awaited them. Along the way, they prayed together and encouraged one another to stay loyal. And each night they shuffled home, bruised and bloodied, rejoicing that they had stayed faithful to Jehovah.

Upon learning of this mistreatment, the brothers at the branch office immediately telegraphed protests to the military commander in Waingapu, the regional military commander in Timor, the divisional military commander in Bali, the supreme military commander in Jakarta, and other key government authorities. Embarrassed that his vile actions were being publicized throughout Indonesia, the military commander in Waingapu stopped persecuting the brothers.

“Jehovah’s Witnesses Are Like Nails”

In the years that followed, countless Witnesses throughout Indonesia were detained, interrogated, and physically abused. “In one area, many brothers had their front teeth knocked out,” recalls missionary Bill Perrie. “When they met a brother who still had his front teeth, they would jokingly ask: ‘Are you new?








^ ***ia pp. 140-144 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***


She Spoke Up Bravely

16, 17. (a) When did Esther’s “time to speak” come? (b) How did Esther differ from Vashti, the king’s former wife?

16 Esther dared not test the king’s patience any further; at her second banquet, she had to tell all. But how? As it turned out, the king gave her the opportunity, asking again what her petition might be. (Esther 7:2) Esther’s “time to speak” had come.

17 We may imagine Esther saying a silent prayer to her God before uttering these words: “If I have found favor in your eyes, O king, and if to the king it does seem good, let there be given me my own soul at my petition and my people at my request.” (Esther 7:3) Notice that she assured the king that she respected his judgment regarding what seemed good. How Esther differed from Vashti, the king’s former wife, who had purposely humiliated her husband! (Esther 1:10-12) Further, Esther did not criticize the king for his folly of trusting in Haman. Rather, she begged the king to protect her from a danger to her own life.

18. How did Esther reveal the problem to the king?

18 That request surely moved and amazed the king. Who would dare endanger his queen? Esther went on: “We have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed and destroyed. Now if we had been sold for mere men slaves and for mere maidservants, I should have kept silent. But the distress is not appropriate when with damage to the king.” (Esther 7:4) Note that Esther frankly exposed the problem, yet she added that she would have kept quiet about it if mere slavery had been the threat. This genocide, though, would be too costly to the king himself to keep quiet about it.

19. What can we learn from Esther about the art of persuasion?

19 Esther’s example teaches us much about the art of persuasion. If you ever need to lay bare a serious problem to a loved one or even to a person in authority, a combination of patience, respect, and candor can be of great help.—Prov. 16:21, 23.

20, 21. (a) How did Esther expose Haman, eliciting what reaction from the king? (b) How did Haman act when exposed as a scheming coward?

20 Ahasuerus demanded: “Who is this, and just where is the one who has emboldened himself to do that way?” Imagine Esther pointing a finger as she said: “The man, the adversary and enemy, is this bad Haman.” The accusation hung in the air. Terror filled Haman. Picture the volatile monarch’s face coloring as he realized that his trusted adviser had duped him into signing an order that would destroy his own beloved wife! The king stormed out into the garden to regain his composure.—Esther 7:5-7.

21 Haman, exposed as the scheming coward that he was, groveled at the queen’s feet. When the king came back into the room and saw Haman on Esther’s couch pleading with her, he angrily accused Haman of attempting to rape the queen in the king’s own home. That sounded the death knell for Haman. He was taken away, his face covered. One of the king’s officials then spoke up, telling the king of the huge stake that Haman had intended for Mordecai. Ahasuerus immediately ordered that Haman himself be hanged on it.—Esther 7:8-10.

22. How can Esther’s example teach us never to despair, turn cynical, or lose faith?

22 In today’s unjust world, it is easy to imagine that we will never see justice done. Have you ever felt that way? Esther never despaired, never turned cynical, never lost faith. When the time came, she spoke up bravely for what was right, and she trusted in Jehovah to do the rest. Let us do the same! Jehovah has not changed since Esther’s day. He is still more than able to catch the wicked and cunning in their own traps, just as he did Haman.—Read Psalm 7:11-16.

She Acted Unselfishly for Jehovah and for His People

23. (a) How did the king reward Mordecai and Esther? (b) How was Jacob’s deathbed prophecy over Benjamin fulfilled? (See the box “A Prophecy Fulfilled.”)

23 At last, the king learned who Mordecai was—not only his loyal protector against assassination but also the adoptive father of Esther. Ahasuerus bestowed Haman’s position as prime minister on Mordecai. Haman’s house—including his immense fortune—the king gave to Esther, who placed Mordecai over it.—Esther 8:1, 2.

24, 25. (a) Why could Esther not relax after Haman’s plot was exposed? (b) How did Esther risk her life once more?

24 Now that Esther and Mordecai were safe, could the queen relax? Only if she were selfish. At that moment, Haman’s decree to kill all the Jews was making its way to every corner of the empire. Haman had cast lots, or Pur—evidently a form of spiritism—to determine the opportune time to carry out this vicious attack. (Esther 9:24-26) The day was yet months away, but it was fast approaching. Could disaster still be averted?

25 Esther unselfishly risked her life again, appearing before the king once more without an official invitation. This time, she wept for her people, pleading with her husband to revoke the terrible edict. But laws passed in the Persian monarch’s name could not be revoked. (Dan. 6:12, 15) So the king empowered Esther and Mordecai to enact a new law. A second proclamation was sent out, giving the Jews the right to defend themselves. Riders sped to every part of the empire, taking this good news to the Jews. Hope was kindled anew in many hearts. (Esther 8:3-16) We may imagine the Jews throughout that vast empire arming themselves and preparing for battle, which they could never have done without that new edict. More important, though, would “Jehovah of armies” be with his people?—1 Sam. 17:45.

26, 27. (a) How great and how thorough was the victory that Jehovah gave his people over their enemies? (b) What prophecy was fulfilled by the destruction of Haman’s sons?

26 When the chosen day finally came, God’s people were ready. Even many Persian officials were on their side now, as news had traveled far and wide about the new prime minister, Mordecai the Jew. Jehovah gave his people a great victory. He no doubt protected his people from terrible reprisals by handing their enemies a thorough defeat.*—Esther 9:1-6.

27 Furthermore, Mordecai would never be safe to preside over Haman’s house while the ten sons of that evil man still lived. They too were killed. (Esther 9:7-10) A Bible prophecy was thus fulfilled, for God had earlier foretold the complete destruction of the Amalekites, who had proved to be wicked enemies of his people. (Deut. 25:17-19) The sons of Haman may well have been among the very last of that condemned nation.

28, 29. (a) Why was it Jehovah’s will for Esther and her people to be involved in warfare? (b) Why is Esther’s example a blessing for us today?

28 Esther had to take on her young shoulders her share of very heavy burdens—such as royal edicts involving war and execution. It could not have been easy. But Jehovah’s will required that his people be protected from destruction; the nation of Israel was to produce the promised Messiah, the one source of hope for all mankind! (Gen. 22:18) Servants of God today are delighted to know that when the Messiah, Jesus, came to the earth, he forbade his followers from that time forward to take part in physical warfare.—Matt. 26:52.

29 Nonetheless, Christians do engage in spiritual warfare; Satan is ever more eager to destroy our faith in Jehovah God. (Read 2 Corinthians 10:3, 4.) What a blessing to have Esther as an example! Like her, may we show faith by our wise and patient use of persuasion, by our courage, and by our unselfish willingness to stand up for God’s people.

Questions About Esther


Why did Mordecai allow Esther to marry a pagan unbeliever?

There is no basis for the suggestion of some scholars that Mordecai was an opportunist who wanted Esther to wed the king for the sake of prestige. As a faithful Jew, he would not have favored such a marriage. (Deut. 7:3) Ancient Jewish tradition holds that Mordecai tried to prevent the marriage. It seems unlikely that either he or Esther, mere foreigners in a land ruled by an autocrat who held a godlike status, would have had much choice in the matter. In time, it became clear that Jehovah used Esther’s marriage as a means of protecting his people.—Esther 4:14.

Why does the book of Esther contain no mention of God’s personal name, Jehovah?

Mordecai was evidently the inspired writer of the book. Perhaps the book was at first kept with official Persian records before it was taken to Jerusalem. The use of Jehovah’s name might have moved worshippers of the Persian gods to destroy the book. In any case, Jehovah’s involvement in the story is clear. Interestingly, God’s personal name is contained in the original Hebrew text by means of acrostics, wherein the phrasing appears to have been arranged deliberately so that the first or the last letters of successive words spell out God’s name.—Esther 1:20, ftn.

Is the book of Esther historically inaccurate?

Critics level that charge against the book. However, some scholars have noted that the writer of the book showed a remarkably detailed knowledge of Persian royalty, architecture, and customs. True, no mention of Queen Esther has been found in surviving secular documents, but Esther would hardly be the only royal personage who was erased from public records. What is more, secular records do show that a man named Mardukâ, a Persian equivalent of Mordecai, served as a court official in Shushan at the time described in the book.





A Prophecy Fulfilled


In fighting for God’s people, Esther and Mordecai fulfilled an ancient Bible prophecy. Over a dozen centuries earlier, Jehovah inspired the patriarch Jacob to foretell regarding one of his sons: “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the animal seized and at evening he will divide spoil.” (Gen. 49:27) In “the morning” of Israel’s kingly history, Benjamin’s descendants included King Saul and other mighty warriors for Jehovah’s people. In the “evening” of that royal history, after the sun had set on Israel’s kingly line, Esther and Mordecai, both of the tribe of Benjamin, warred effectively against Jehovah’s enemies. In a sense, they also divided spoil, in that Haman’s vast estate went to them.









^ par. 16 (Esther 7:2) The king said to Esther again on the second day during the banquet of wine: “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!”

Or “for.”


^ par. 17 (Esther 7:3) Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life* be granted as my petition, and my people as my request.

Or “soul.”


^ par. 17 (Esther 1:10-12) On the seventh day, when the king’s heart was in a cheerful mood because of the wine, he told Me·huʹman, Bizʹtha, Har·boʹna, Bigʹtha, A·bagʹtha, Zeʹthar, and Carʹkas, the seven court officials who were personal attendants to King A·has·u·eʹrus, 11 to bring before the king Queen Vashʹti, wearing the royal headdress,* to show the peoples and the princes her beauty, for she was very beautiful. 12 But Queen Vashʹti kept refusing to come at the king’s order that was conveyed through the court officials. At this the king became very angry, and his rage flared up within him.

Or “turban.”


^ par. 18 (Esther 7:4) For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.”



^ par. 19 (Prov. 16:21) The wise in heart will be called understanding, And the one kind in speech* adds persuasiveness.

Or “And appealing speech.” Lit., “And sweetness of lips.”


^ par. 19 (Prov. 16:23) The heart of the wise one gives his mouth insight And adds persuasiveness to his speech.



^ par. 20 (Esther 7:5-7) King A·has·u·eʹrus then said to Queen Esther: “Who is this, and where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?” 6 Esther said: “The adversary and enemy is this evil Haʹman.” Haʹman became terrified because of the king and the queen. 7 The king rose up in a rage from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden, but Haʹman stood up to plead with Queen Esther for his life,* for he realized that the king was determined to punish him.

Or “soul.”


^ par. 21 (Esther 7:8-10) The king returned from the palace garden to the house of the wine banquet and saw that Haʹman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was. The king exclaimed: “Is he also going to rape the queen in my own house?” As soon as these words left the king’s mouth, they covered Haʹman’s face. 9 Har·boʹna, one of the king’s court officials, now said: “Haʹman also prepared a stake for Morʹde·cai, whose report saved the king. It is standing at Haʹman’s house, 50 cubits* high.” At that the king said: “Hang him on it.” 10 So they hanged Haʹman on the stake that he had prepared for Morʹde·cai, and the king’s rage subsided.

About 22.3 m (73 ft). See App. B14.


^ par. 22 (Ps. 7:11-16) God is a righteous Judge, And God proclaims his judgments* every day. 12 If anyone will not repent, He sharpens his sword; He bends his bow and makes it ready. 13 He prepares his deadly weapons; He makes ready his flaming arrows. 14 Look at the one who is pregnant with wickedness; He conceives trouble and gives birth to lies. 15 He excavates a pit and digs it deep, But he falls into the very hole he made. 16 The trouble he causes will return on his own head; His violence will fall on the crown of his head.

Or “hurls denunciations.”


^ par. 23 (Esther 8:1, 2) On that day King A·has·u·eʹrus gave the house of Haʹman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Morʹde·cai came in before the king, because Esther had revealed how he was related to her. 2 Then the king removed his signet ring that he had taken away from Haʹman and gave it to Morʹde·cai. And Esther put Morʹde·cai in charge of the house of Haʹman.



^ par. 24 (Esther 9:24-26) For Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, the enemy of all the Jews, had schemed against the Jews to destroy them, and he had cast Pur, that is, the Lot, to throw them into a panic and to destroy them. 25 But when Esther came in before the king, he gave orders in writing: “Let his evil scheme against the Jews come back on his own head”; and they hanged him and his sons on the stake. 26 That is why they called these days Puʹrim, after the name of the Pur.* Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter and what they saw concerning this matter and what had come upon them,

“Pur,” meaning “Lot.” The plural form “Purim” came to designate the Jewish festival celebrated in the 12th month of the sacred calendar. See App. B15.


^ par. 25 (Dan. 6:12) So they approached the king and reminded him about the royal ban: “Did you not sign a ban stating that for 30 days any man who makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit?” The king replied: “The matter is well-established according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.”



^ par. 25 (Dan. 6:15) Finally those men went in as a group to the king, and they said to the king: “Take note, O king, that the law of the Medes and the Persians is that any ban or decree that the king establishes cannot be changed.”



^ par. 25 (Esther 8:3-16) Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.* 6 For how can I bear to look upon the disaster that will come upon my people, and how can I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?” 7 So King A·has·u·eʹrus said to Queen Esther and to Morʹde·cai the Jew: “Look! I have given the house of Haʹman to Esther and have had him hanged on the stake, because of his plot to attack* the Jews. 8 You may now write in the king’s name whatever you see fit in behalf of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring, for a decree that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.” 9 So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language. 10 He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 15 Now Morʹde·cai left the king’s presence in royal apparel of blue and linen, wearing a great golden crown and a fine-fabric cloak of purple wool. And the city of Shuʹshan* shouted for joy. 16 For the Jews there was relief* and rejoicing and exultation and honor.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “because he thrust out his hand against.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Lit., “light.”


^ par. 25 (1 Sam. 17:45) David replied to the Phi·lisʹtine: “You are coming against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I am coming against you in the name of Jehovah of armies, the God of the battle line of Israel, whom you have taunted.*

Or “challenged.”


^ par. 26 (Esther 9:1-6) On the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar,* when the king’s word and his law were to be carried out, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to overpower them, the opposite happened, and the Jews defeated those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus to lay hands on those seeking to harm them, and not a man could stand against them, for the dread of them had fallen upon all the peoples. 3 And all the princes of the provinces,* the satraps, the governors, and those handling the business of the king were supporting the Jews, for they were in fear of Morʹde·cai. 4 Morʹde·cai had become powerful in the king’s house,* and his fame was spreading throughout all the provinces,* because Morʹde·cai was steadily growing more powerful. 5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them; they did whatever they wanted to those hating them. 6 In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men.

See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”


^ par. 27 (Esther 9:7-10) Also, they killed Par·shan·daʹtha, Dalʹphon, As·paʹtha, 8 Po·raʹtha, A·daʹli·a, A·ri·daʹtha, 9 Par·mashʹta, Arʹi·sai, Arʹi·dai, and Vai·zaʹtha, 10 the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder.



^ par. 27 (Deut. 25:17-19) “Remember what Amʹa·lek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt, 18 how he met you along the way and attacked all those straggling behind you when you were exhausted and weary. He did not fear God. 19 When Jehovah your God has given you rest from all your enemies around you in the land that Jehovah your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, you should wipe out the mention of Amʹa·lek from under the heavens. You must not forget.



^ par. 28 (Gen. 22:18) And by means of your offspring* all nations of the earth will obtain a blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.’”

Lit., “seed.”


^ par. 28 (Matt. 26:52) Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.



^ par. 29 (2 Cor. 10:3, 4) For though we walk in the flesh, we do not wage warfare according to what we are in the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but powerful by God for overturning strongly entrenched things.



^ (Deut. 7:3) You must not form any marriage alliances* with them. Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons.

Or “not intermarry.”


^ (Esther 4:14) For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether it is for a time like this that you have attained to your royal status?”



^ (Esther 1:20) And when the decree of the king is heard in all his vast realm, all the wives will give honor to their husbands, from the greatest to the least.”



^ (Gen. 49:27) “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.”







^ par. 26 The king allowed the Jews a second day to finish their conquest of their enemies. (Esther 9:12-14) Even today, the Jews commemorate that victory each year in the month of Adar, which corresponds to late February and early March. The festival is called Purim, named after the lots that Haman cast in his quest to destroy Israel.






^ (Esther 9:12-14) The king said to Queen Esther: “In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and the ten sons of Haʹman. What, then, have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces?* What is your petition now? It will be granted you. And what is your further request? It will be done.” 13 Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the Jews who are in Shuʹshan* be permitted to act tomorrow also according to today’s law; and let the ten sons of Haʹman be hanged on the stake.” 14 So the king gave orders for that to be done. A law was issued in Shuʹshan,* and the ten sons of Haʹman were hanged.

Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”








^ ***ia p. 142 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***

A Prophecy Fulfilled


In fighting for God’s people, Esther and Mordecai fulfilled an ancient Bible prophecy. Over a dozen centuries earlier, Jehovah inspired the patriarch Jacob to foretell regarding one of his sons: “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the animal seized and at evening he will divide spoil.” (Gen. 49:27) In “the morning” of Israel’s kingly history, Benjamin’s descendants included King Saul and other mighty warriors for Jehovah’s people. In the “evening” of that royal history, after the sun had set on Israel’s kingly line, Esther and Mordecai, both of the tribe of Benjamin, warred effectively against Jehovah’s enemies. In a sense, they also divided spoil, in that Haman’s vast estate went to them.







^ (Gen. 49:27) “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.”









^ ***ia chap. 16 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***

TO THINK ABOUT . . .


	  How did Esther show wisdom in choosing “a time to speak”?



	  Esther’s patience led to what blessings?



	  How did Esther prove to be brave and selfless in defending her people?



	  In what ways are you determined to imitate the faith of Esther?














^ ***sn song 16 Flee to God’s Kingdom!***


Song 16

Flee to God’s Kingdom!


(Zephaniah 2:3)


1. Oh, seek Jehovah, you meek ones and lowly;

Seek what is right, and seek meekness today.

Thus it may be in the day of his anger

That you may be hidden away.

(CHORUS)

Flee to God’s Kingdom, the hope of mankind;

Firm for his rule take your stand.

There you will find God’s protection and blessing;

Hasten to heed his command.



2. Come, you who hunger for truth and for justice;

Why longer sorrow and cry out in pain?

Seek now God’s way to escape the oppressor,

Submitting yourself to Christ’s reign.

(CHORUS)

Flee to God’s Kingdom, the hope of mankind;

Firm for his rule take your stand.

There you will find God’s protection and blessing;

Hasten to heed his command.



3. Look up, yes, lift up your heads with rejoicing;

See all the proof that the Kingdom is here!

Welcome the light that Jehovah is sending,

And let him alone be your fear!

(CHORUS)

Flee to God’s Kingdom, the hope of mankind;

Firm for his rule take your stand.

There you will find God’s protection and blessing;

Hasten to heed his command.





(See also Ps. 59:16; Prov. 18:10; 1 Cor. 16:13.)





^ (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”


^ (Ps. 59:16) But as for me, I will sing about your strength; In the morning I will joyfully tell about your loyal love. For you are my secure refuge And a place for me to flee in my time of distress.



^ (Prov. 18:10) The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous one runs and receives protection.*

Lit., “is raised high,” that is, out of reach, safe.


^ (1 Cor. 16:13) Stay awake, stand firm in the faith, carry on in a manly way,* grow mighty.

Or “be courageous.”














^ (Pss. 26:0-33:22) Of David. 26 Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in my integrity; In Jehovah I have trusted without wavering.  2 Examine me, O Jehovah, and put me to the test; Refine my innermost thoughts* and my heart.  3 For your loyal love is always in front of me, And I walk in your truth.  4 I do not associate* with deceitful men, And I avoid those who hide what they are.*  5 I hate the company of evil men, And I refuse to associate* with the wicked.  6 I will wash my hands in innocence, And I will march around your altar, O Jehovah,  7 To cause the sound of thanksgiving to be heard And to declare all your wonderful works.  8 Jehovah, I love the house where you dwell, The place where your glory resides.  9 Do not sweep me* away with sinners Nor take my life away with violent men,* 10 Whose hands engage in shameful conduct, And whose right hand is full of bribes. 11 But as for me, I will walk in my integrity. Rescue* me and show me favor. 12 My foot is standing on level ground; In the great congregation,* I will praise Jehovah. 
Of David. 27 Jehovah is my light and my salvation. Whom should I fear? Jehovah is the stronghold of my life. Whom should I dread?  2 When evil men attacked me to devour my flesh, My adversaries and my enemies were the ones who stumbled and fell.  3 Though an army should set up camp against me, My heart will not fear. Though war should break out against me, Even then I will remain confident.  4 One thing I have asked from Jehovah —It is what I will look for— That I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, To gaze upon the pleasantness of Jehovah And to look with appreciation* upon his temple.*  5 For he will hide me in his shelter on the day of calamity; He will conceal me in the secret place of his tent; High on a rock he will place me.  6 Now my head is high above my enemies who surround me; I will offer sacrifices at his tent with joyful shouting; I will sing praises* to Jehovah.  7 Hear me, O Jehovah, when I cry out; Show me favor and answer me.  8 Speaking for you, my heart has said: “Seek to find my face.” Your face, O Jehovah, I will seek to find.  9 Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in your anger. You are my helper; Do not forsake me or leave me, my God of salvation. 10 Even if my own father and mother abandon me, Jehovah himself will take me in. 11 Instruct me in your way, O Jehovah, Lead me in the path of uprightness because of my foes. 12 Do not hand me over to my adversaries,* For false witnesses have risen up against me, And they threaten me with violence. 13 Where would I be if I did not have faith That I would see Jehovah’s goodness in the land of the living?* 14 Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah. 
Of David. 28 To you I keep calling, O Jehovah my Rock; Do not turn a deaf ear to me. If you keep silent toward me, I will become like those going down to the pit.*  2 Hear my pleas when I cry to you for help As I lift up my hands toward the innermost room of your sanctuary.  3 Do not drag me away with the wicked, with those practicing what is hurtful, Those who are speaking words of peace with their fellow man while evil is in their hearts.  4 Pay them back for their deeds, According to their evil practices. Repay them for the work of their hands, According to what they have done.  5 For they pay no attention to the activities of Jehovah, Nor to the work of his hands. He will tear them down and not build them up.  6 May Jehovah be praised, For he has heard my pleas for help.  7 Jehovah is my strength and my shield; In him my heart trusts. I have received his help, and my heart rejoices, So I will praise him with my song.  8 Jehovah is a strength for his people; He is a stronghold, bringing grand salvation to his anointed one.  9 Save your people, and bless your inheritance. Shepherd them and carry them in your arms forever. 
A melody of David. 29 Give Jehovah his due, you sons of mighty ones, Give Jehovah his due for his glory and strength.  2 Give Jehovah the glory due his name. Bow down to* Jehovah in holy adornment.*  3 The voice of Jehovah is heard over the waters; The glorious God thunders. Jehovah is over many waters.  4 The voice of Jehovah is powerful; The voice of Jehovah is splendid.  5 The voice of Jehovah is breaking the cedars; Yes, Jehovah shatters the cedars of Lebʹa·non.  6 He makes Lebʹa·non* skip like a calf, And Sirʹi·on like a young wild bull.  7 The voice of Jehovah strikes with flames of fire;  8 The voice of Jehovah makes the wilderness shudder; Jehovah makes the wilderness of Kaʹdesh shudder.  9 The voice of Jehovah makes the deer shudder and give birth And strips bare the forests. And all in his temple say: “Glory!” 10 Jehovah sits enthroned above the flooding waters;* Jehovah sits enthroned as King forever. 11 Jehovah will give strength to his people. Jehovah will bless his people with peace. 
A melody. A song of inauguration of the house. Of David. 30 I will exalt you, O Jehovah, for you have lifted* me up; You did not let my enemies rejoice over me.  2 O Jehovah my God, I cried to you for help, and you healed me.  3 O Jehovah, you have lifted me* up from the Grave.* You kept me alive; you spared me from sinking into the pit.*  4 Sing praises* to Jehovah, you his loyal ones, Give thanks to his holy name;*  5 Because being under his anger is only for a moment, But being in his favor* is for a lifetime. Weeping may come in the evening, but in the morning, there is a joyful cry.  6 When I was untroubled, I said: “I will never be shaken.”*  7 O Jehovah, while I was in your favor,* you made me as strong as a mountain. But when you hid your face, I became terrified.  8 To you, O Jehovah, I kept calling; And to Jehovah, I kept pleading for favor.  9 What profit is there in my death,* in my going down to the pit?* Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 10 Hear, O Jehovah, and show me favor. O Jehovah, become my helper. 11 You have changed my mourning into dancing; You have removed my sackcloth, and you clothe me with rejoicing, 12 So that I* may sing your praise and not keep silent. O Jehovah my God, I will praise you forever. 
To the director. A melody of David. 31 In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame. Rescue me because of your righteousness.  2 Incline your ear* to me. Come quickly to my rescue. Become for me a mountain stronghold, A fortified place to save me.  3 For you are my crag and my stronghold; For the sake of your name, you will lead me and guide me.  4 You will free me from the net that they have secretly laid for me, For you are my fortress.  5 Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*  6 I hate those who are devoted to worthless, vain idols, But as for me, I trust in Jehovah.  7 I will rejoice greatly in your loyal love, For you have seen my affliction; You are aware of my deep distress.*  8 You have not handed me over to the enemy, But you make me stand in a place of safety.*  9 Show me favor, O Jehovah, for I am in distress. Anguish has made my eyes weak, my whole body* as well. 10 My life is consumed with grief And my years with groaning. My strength is waning because of my error; My bones grow weak. 11 I am scorned by all my adversaries, Especially my neighbors. And I am dreaded by my acquaintances; When they see me in public, they flee from me. 12 I am put out of their heart* and forgotten, as if I were dead; I am like a broken jar. 13 I have heard many evil rumors; Terror surrounds me. When they gather together as one against me, They scheme to take away my life.* 14 But I trust in you, O Jehovah. I declare: “You are my God.” 15 My days* are in your hand. Rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from those persecuting me. 16 Make your face shine upon your servant. Save me by your loyal love. 17 O Jehovah, may I not be put to shame when I call on you. May the wicked be put to shame; May they be silenced in the Grave.* 18 May lying lips become speechless, Lips that speak arrogantly against the righteous, with haughtiness and contempt. 19 How abundant your goodness is! You have stored it up for those who fear you, And you have shown it before all men, in behalf of those taking refuge in you. 20 You will conceal them in the secret place of your presence From the schemes of men; You will hide them in your shelter From malicious attacks.* 21 May Jehovah be praised, For in a wonderful way, he has shown his loyal love to me in a besieged city. 22 As for me, I panicked and said: “I will perish from before you.” But you heard my pleas for help when I cried out to you. 23 Love Jehovah, all you who are loyal to him! Jehovah protects the faithful, But he repays exceedingly anyone showing haughtiness. 24 Be courageous, and may your heart be strong, All you who are waiting for Jehovah. 
Of David. Masʹkil.* 32 Happy is the one whose transgression is pardoned, whose sin is covered.*  2 Happy is the man whom Jehovah does not charge with guilt, In whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 When I kept silent, my bones wasted away because of my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand* was heavy upon me. My strength evaporated* like water in the dry summer heat. (Selah)  5 Finally I confessed my sin to you; I did not cover my error. I said: “I will confess my transgressions to Jehovah.” And you pardoned the error of my sins. (Selah)  6 This is why every loyal one will pray to you While you may yet be found. Then even the floodwaters will not reach him.  7 You are a hiding place for me; You will safeguard me from distress. You will surround me with joyful shouts of deliverance. (Selah)  8 “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.  9 Do not become like a horse or a mule, without understanding, Whose spiritedness must be controlled with a bridle or a halter Before it will come near to you.” 10 Many are the pains of the wicked; But the one trusting in Jehovah is surrounded by His loyal love. 11 Rejoice in Jehovah and be joyful, you righteous ones; Shout joyfully, all you who are upright in heart. 
33 Shout joyfully, you righteous ones, because of Jehovah. It is fitting for the upright to praise him.  2 Give thanks to Jehovah with the harp; Sing praises* to him with a ten-stringed instrument.  3 Sing to him a new song; Play skillfully on the strings, along with shouts of joy.  4 For the word of Jehovah is upright, And everything he does is trustworthy.  5 He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.  6 By the word of Jehovah the heavens were made, And by the spirit* of his mouth everything in them.*  7 He gathers the seawaters like a dam; He puts the surging waters in storehouses.  8 Let the whole earth fear Jehovah. Let the inhabitants of the productive land be in awe of him.  9 For he spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm. 10 Jehovah has frustrated the schemes* of the nations; He has thwarted the plans* of the peoples. 11 But the decisions* of Jehovah will stand forever; The thoughts of his heart are from generation to generation. 12 Happy is the nation whose God is Jehovah, The people he has chosen as his own possession. 13 Jehovah looks down from heaven; He sees all the sons of men. 14 From his place of residence, He gazes on the inhabitants of the earth. 15 He is the one forming the hearts of all; He examines all their works. 16 No king is saved by a large army; A mighty man is not saved by his great power. 17 The horse is a false hope for salvation;* Its great strength does not ensure escape. 18 Look! The eye of Jehovah watches over those fearing him, Those waiting for his loyal love, 19 To rescue them* from death And to keep them alive during famine. 20 We are* in expectation of Jehovah. He is our helper and our shield. 21 Our hearts rejoice in him, For we trust in his holy name. 22 May your loyal love rest upon us, O Jehovah, While we keep waiting for you.

Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “I do not mingle with hypocrites.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “with men of bloodshed.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Lit., “In assemblies.”
Or “to look contemplatively.”
Or “sanctuary.”
Or “make music.”
Or “to the soul of my adversaries.”
Or possibly, “Surely I do have faith that I will see Jehovah’s goodness in the land of the living.”
Or “grave.”
Or “Worship.”
Or possibly, “because of the splendor of his holiness.”
Evidently, the Lebanon mountain range.
Or “the heavenly ocean.”
Or “drawn.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”
Or “Make music.”
Lit., “memorial.”
Or “goodwill.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Or “goodwill.”
Lit., “blood.”
Or “grave.”
Or “my glory.”
Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “the faithful God.”
Or “the distresses of my soul.”
Or “a roomy place.”
Or “my soul and my belly.”
Or “mind.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “times.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “From the quarreling of tongues.”
See Glossary.
Or “forgiven.”
Or “displeasure.”
Or “My life’s moisture changed.”
Or “Make music.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “all their army.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “thoughts.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “for victory.”
Or “their soul.”
Or “Our soul is.”
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