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Cover picture: Ezra reading the Law to the people and praising Jehovah











July 3-9

EZRA 4-6





	Song 148 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Do Not Interfere With the Work”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ezr 6:13​—Why is the expression “Beyond the River” significant? (w93 6/15 32 ¶3-5)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ezr 4:8-24 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Initial Call: Suffering​—Jas 1:13. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Initial Call: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our website, and leave a jw.org contact card. (th study 1)



	Initial Call: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our Bible study program, and leave a Bible course contact card. (th study 9)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 7



	“‘Defending and Legally Establishing’ the Good News”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 49 point 6 and summary, review, and goal



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 130 and Prayer













^ (Ezra 4:1-6:22) When the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to Jehovah the God of Israel, 2 they immediately approached Ze·rubʹba·bel and the heads of the paternal houses and said to them: “Let us build along with you; for like you, we worship* your God and we have been sacrificing to him since the days of King Eʹsar-hadʹdon of As·syrʹi·a, who brought us here.” 3 However, Ze·rubʹba·bel and Jeshʹu·a and the rest of the heads of the paternal houses of Israel said to them: “You have no share with us in building a house to our God, for we alone will build it to Jehovah the God of Israel, just as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.” 4 Then the people of the land were continually discouraging* the people of Judah and disheartening them from building. 5 They hired advisers against them to frustrate their plans all the days of King Cyrus of Persia until the reign of King Da·riʹus of Persia. 6 At the beginning of the reign of A·has·u·eʹrus, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. 7 And in the days of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes of Persia, Bishʹlam, Mithʹre·dath, Tabʹe·el, and the rest of his colleagues wrote to Ar·ta·xerxʹes the king; they translated the letter into Ar·a·maʹic, writing it with Ar·a·maʹic characters.* 8 * Reʹhum the chief government official and Shimʹshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, as follows: 9 (It was from Reʹhum the chief government official and Shimʹshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues, the judges and the lesser governors, the secretaries, the people of Eʹrech, the Babylonians, the inhabitants of Suʹsa, that is, the Eʹlam·ites, 10 and the rest of the nations that the great and honorable Asʹe·nap·par took into exile and settled in the cities of Sa·marʹi·a, and the rest in the region Beyond the River,* and now 11 this is a copy of the letter that they sent him.) “To King Ar·ta·xerxʹes from your servants, the men of the region Beyond the River: And now 12 let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up here from you to us have arrived at Jerusalem. They are rebuilding the rebellious and wicked city, and they are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations. 13 Now let it be known to the king that if this city should be rebuilt and its walls finished, they will not give tax, tribute, or toll, and it will result in a loss to the treasuries of the kings. 14 Since we eat the salt of the palace* and it is not proper for us to see the king’s interests harmed, we have therefore sent to make this known to the king, 15 so that there may be an investigation of the book of records of your ancestors. You will find in the book of records and learn that this city is a rebellious city, injurious to kings and provinces,* and within it have been those stirring up sedition from ancient times. That is why this city was destroyed. 16 We are making known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are finished, you will have no control* of the region Beyond the River.” 17 The king sent word to Reʹhum the chief government official and Shimʹshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues who were dwelling in Sa·marʹi·a and the rest of the region Beyond the River: “Greetings! And now 18 the official document that you sent us has been clearly read* before me. 19 By my order an investigation was made, and it was found that from long ago the city has had uprisings against kings, and rebellions and revolts have taken place there. 20 There were powerful kings over Jerusalem who ruled the whole region Beyond the River, and tax, tribute, and toll were paid to them. 21 Now issue an order for these men to stop work, so that the city may not be rebuilt until I issue an order. 22 Be careful not to neglect acting in this regard, so that the king’s interests are not harmed any further.” 23 Now after the copy of the official document of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes had been read before Reʹhum and Shimʹshai the scribe and their colleagues, they quickly went to Jerusalem to the Jews and used force to stop them. 24 It was then that the work on the house of God, which was in Jerusalem, came to a halt; and it remained at a standstill until the second year of the reign of King Da·riʹus of Persia. 
5 Then the prophets Hagʹgai and Zech·a·riʹah the grandson of Idʹdo prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and in Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 2 It was then that Ze·rubʹba·bel the son of She·alʹti·el and Jeshʹu·a the son of Je·hozʹa·dak started to rebuild the house of God, which was in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them and supported them. 3 At that time Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River* and Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai and their colleagues came to them and asked them: “Who issued an order to you to build this house and to finish this structure?”* 4 Then they asked them: “What are the names of the men who are working on this building?” 5 But God was watching over* the elders of the Jews, and they did not stop them until the report could be sent to Da·riʹus and an official document could be sent back concerning this. 6 Here is a copy of the letter that Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River and Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai and his colleagues, the lesser governors of the region Beyond the River, sent to King Da·riʹus; 7 they sent the report to him, and this is what they wrote: “To King Da·riʹus: “All peace! 8 Let it be known to the king that we went to the province* of Judah to the house of the great God, and it is being built with large stones rolled into place, and timbers are being laid in the walls. The work is being eagerly done by the people and is making progress through their efforts. 9 Then we questioned their elders, asking them: ‘Who issued an order to you to build this house and to finish this structure?’* 10 We also asked them their names to inform you, so that we could write the names of the men who are taking the lead. 11 “This is the response they gave us: ‘We are the servants of the God of the heavens and the earth, and we are rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished. 12 However, because our fathers angered the God of the heavens, he gave them into the hand of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon, the Chal·deʹan, who demolished this house and took the people into exile to Babylon. 13 Nevertheless, in the first year of King Cyrus of Babylon, King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild this house of God. 14 Moreover, King Cyrus took out of the temple of Babylon the gold and silver vessels of the house of God that Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and had brought to the temple of Babylon. They were given to a man named Shesh·bazʹzar,* whom Cyrus made governor. 15 Cyrus said to him: “Take these vessels. Go, deposit them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt in its former place.” 16 Then this Shesh·bazʹzar came, and he laid the foundations of the house of God, which is in Jerusalem; and it has been under construction from then until now, but it has not been completed.’ 17 “Now if it seems good to the king, let an investigation be made in the royal treasury there in Babylon, to determine whether King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild that house of God in Jerusalem; and let the decision of the king concerning this be sent to us.” 
6 It was then that King Da·riʹus issued an order, and they made an investigation in the archives* where the treasures were deposited in Babylon. 2 And a scroll was found in the citadel at Ec·batʹa·na, in the province* of Meʹdi·a, and the following memorandum was written on it: 3 “In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued an order concerning the house of God in Jerusalem: ‘Let the house be rebuilt as the place where they are to offer sacrifices, and its foundations are to be set in place; its height is to be 60 cubits,* its width 60 cubits, 4 with three layers of large stones rolled into place and one layer of timbers; and let the expense be paid from the king’s house. 5 Also, let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God that Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon be returned, so that they may be put in their place in the temple in Jerusalem and be deposited in the house of God.’ 6 “So now Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River,* Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai, and your colleagues, the lesser governors of the region Beyond the River—stay away from there. 7 Do not interfere with the work on that house of God. The governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews will rebuild that house of God in its former place. 8 Furthermore, I am issuing an order as to what you are to do for these elders of the Jews for rebuilding that house of God: From the royal treasury, from the tax collected in the region Beyond the River, the expenses are to be promptly given to these men to continue without interruption. 9 And whatever is needed—young bulls as well as rams and lambs for the burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, just as the priests who are in Jerusalem say—is to be given them continually day by day without fail, 10 so that they may continually present offerings that please the God of the heavens and pray for the life of the king and his sons. 11 I have also issued an order that if anyone violates this decree, a timber will be pulled out of his house and he will be lifted up and fastened to it,* and his house will be turned into a public latrine* for this offense. 12 And may the God who has caused his name to reside there overthrow any king and people who lift a hand to violate this order and destroy that house of God, which is in Jerusalem. I, Da·riʹus, issue this order. Let it be done promptly.” 13 Then Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River, Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai, and their colleagues promptly carried out everything that King Da·riʹus had ordered. 14 And the elders of the Jews continued building and making progress, urged on by the prophesying of Hagʹgai the prophet and Zech·a·riʹah the grandson of Idʹdo; they finished building it by the order of the God of Israel and by the order of Cyrus and Da·riʹus and King Ar·ta·xerxʹes of Persia. 15 They completed the house by the third day of the month of Aʹdar,* in the sixth year of the reign of King Da·riʹus. 16 Then the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the rest of the former exiles held the inauguration* of this house of God with joy. 17 And they presented for the inauguration of this house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel 12 male goats, corresponding to the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 And they appointed the priests in their groups and the Levites in their divisions for the service of God in Jerusalem, according to what is written in the book of Moses. 19 And the former exiles held the Passover on the 14th day of the first month. 20 The priests and the Levites, without exception, had cleansed themselves, so they were all clean; they slaughtered the Passover sacrifice for all the former exiles, for their fellow priests, and for themselves. 21 Then the Israelites who had returned from the exile ate of it, along with everyone who had joined them and had separated himself from the uncleanness of the nations of the land to worship* Jehovah the God of Israel. 22 They also joyfully held the Festival of Unleavened Bread for seven days, for Jehovah caused them to rejoice and he had made the heart of the king of As·syrʹi·a favorable toward them, so that he supported them* in the work of the house of the true God, the God of Israel.

Lit., “search for.”
Lit., “weakening the hands of.”
Or possibly, “it was written in Aramaic and then translated.”
Ezr 4:8 through 6:18 was originally written in Aramaic.
Or “in Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “we receive our salary from the palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “share.”
Or possibly, “has been translated and read.”
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “these beams.”
Lit., “the eye of their God was on.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “these beams.”
Possibly Zerubbabel at Ezr 2:2; 3:8.
Lit., “the house of the records.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
About 26.7 m (87.6 ft). See App. B14.
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “and he will be impaled on it.”
Or possibly, “a garbage dump; a dunghill.”
See App. B15.
Or “dedication.”
Lit., “search for.”
Lit., “strengthened their hands.”


^ (Ezra 6:13) Then Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River, Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai, and their colleagues promptly carried out everything that King Da·riʹus had ordered.



^ (Ezra 4:8-24) * Reʹhum the chief government official and Shimʹshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, as follows: 9 (It was from Reʹhum the chief government official and Shimʹshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues, the judges and the lesser governors, the secretaries, the people of Eʹrech, the Babylonians, the inhabitants of Suʹsa, that is, the Eʹlam·ites, 10 and the rest of the nations that the great and honorable Asʹe·nap·par took into exile and settled in the cities of Sa·marʹi·a, and the rest in the region Beyond the River,* and now 11 this is a copy of the letter that they sent him.) “To King Ar·ta·xerxʹes from your servants, the men of the region Beyond the River: And now 12 let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up here from you to us have arrived at Jerusalem. They are rebuilding the rebellious and wicked city, and they are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations. 13 Now let it be known to the king that if this city should be rebuilt and its walls finished, they will not give tax, tribute, or toll, and it will result in a loss to the treasuries of the kings. 14 Since we eat the salt of the palace* and it is not proper for us to see the king’s interests harmed, we have therefore sent to make this known to the king, 15 so that there may be an investigation of the book of records of your ancestors. You will find in the book of records and learn that this city is a rebellious city, injurious to kings and provinces,* and within it have been those stirring up sedition from ancient times. That is why this city was destroyed. 16 We are making known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls are finished, you will have no control* of the region Beyond the River.” 17 The king sent word to Reʹhum the chief government official and Shimʹshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues who were dwelling in Sa·marʹi·a and the rest of the region Beyond the River: “Greetings! And now 18 the official document that you sent us has been clearly read* before me. 19 By my order an investigation was made, and it was found that from long ago the city has had uprisings against kings, and rebellions and revolts have taken place there. 20 There were powerful kings over Jerusalem who ruled the whole region Beyond the River, and tax, tribute, and toll were paid to them. 21 Now issue an order for these men to stop work, so that the city may not be rebuilt until I issue an order. 22 Be careful not to neglect acting in this regard, so that the king’s interests are not harmed any further.” 23 Now after the copy of the official document of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes had been read before Reʹhum and Shimʹshai the scribe and their colleagues, they quickly went to Jerusalem to the Jews and used force to stop them. 24 It was then that the work on the house of God, which was in Jerusalem, came to a halt; and it remained at a standstill until the second year of the reign of King Da·riʹus of Persia.

Ezr 4:8 through 6:18 was originally written in Aramaic.
Or “in Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “we receive our salary from the palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “share.”
Or possibly, “has been translated and read.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

“Do Not Interfere With the Work”






High Priest Jeshua (Joshua) and Governor Zerubbabel took the lead in rebuilding the temple despite a ban (Ezr 5:1, 2; w22.03 18 ¶13)

When opposers asked who authorized the work, the Jews referred to Cyrus’ decree (Ezr 5:3, 17; w86 2/1 29, box ¶2-3)

The king confirmed the earlier decree and ordered opposers to stop interfering with the work (Ezr 6:7, 8; w22.03 15 ¶7)



[image: A sister watching a JW Broadcasting program and imagining Zerubbabel and High Priest Jeshua directing their fellow Israelites who are rebuilding the temple.]



FOR MEDITATION: How does this Bible account help us to follow direction that we may not fully understand from those whom Jehovah has appointed to take the lead?​—w22.03 19 ¶16.









^ (Ezra 5:1, 2) Then the prophets Hagʹgai and Zech·a·riʹah the grandson of Idʹdo prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and in Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 2 It was then that Ze·rubʹba·bel the son of She·alʹti·el and Jeshʹu·a the son of Je·hozʹa·dak started to rebuild the house of God, which was in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them and supported them.



^ (Ezra 5:3) At that time Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River* and Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai and their colleagues came to them and asked them: “Who issued an order to you to build this house and to finish this structure?”*

Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “these beams.”


^ (Ezra 5:17) “Now if it seems good to the king, let an investigation be made in the royal treasury there in Babylon, to determine whether King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild that house of God in Jerusalem; and let the decision of the king concerning this be sent to us.”



^ (Ezra 6:7, 8) Do not interfere with the work on that house of God. The governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews will rebuild that house of God in its former place. 8 Furthermore, I am issuing an order as to what you are to do for these elders of the Jews for rebuilding that house of God: From the royal treasury, from the tax collected in the region Beyond the River, the expenses are to be promptly given to these men to continue without interruption.










[image: Collage: 1. Gathie and Marie Barnett. 2. Brother Kokkinakis and others in the European Court of Human Rights. 3. Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Rostov Regional Court in Russia. 4. A group of brothers outside the Constitutional Court of South Korea.]
Kokkinakis v. Greece: Droit réservé


Clockwise from top left: West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette; Kokkinakis v. Greece; Taganrog LRO and Others v. Russia; Cha and Others v. South Korea





LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

“Defending and Legally Establishing” the Good News






When opposers tried to stop the Israelites from rebuilding the temple, the builders endeavored to establish their legal right to proceed. (Ezr 5:11-16) Christians have similarly worked to defend and legally establish the good news. (Php 1:7) To that end, a Legal Department was created at world headquarters in 1936. Today, the World Headquarters Legal Department organizes the defense of Kingdom interests worldwide. How has this department promoted Kingdom interests and benefited God’s people?

WATCH THE VIDEO TOUR OF THE LEGAL DEPARTMENT AT WORLD HEADQUARTERS, AND THEN ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

	  What legal challenges have Jehovah’s Witnesses experienced?


Your answer





	  What legal victories have we had? Give an example


Your answer





	  What part can each of us play in “defending and legally establishing” the good news?


Your answer





	  Where on our website can we find legal developments affecting God’s people and a list of Jehovah’s Witnesses who are imprisoned for their faith?


Your answer













If, while you are sharing in some form of the ministry, the authorities inform you that you are violating the law, do not try to resolve matters on your own by discussing your legal rights. Instead, you should immediately and politely comply. If the one directing you to stop preaching is a police officer, tactfully obtain his badge number and the number of his precinct, if possible. Then promptly inform the elders, who will contact the branch office for further assistance.







^ (Ezra 5:11-16) “This is the response they gave us: ‘We are the servants of the God of the heavens and the earth, and we are rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished. 12 However, because our fathers angered the God of the heavens, he gave them into the hand of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon, the Chal·deʹan, who demolished this house and took the people into exile to Babylon. 13 Nevertheless, in the first year of King Cyrus of Babylon, King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild this house of God. 14 Moreover, King Cyrus took out of the temple of Babylon the gold and silver vessels of the house of God that Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and had brought to the temple of Babylon. They were given to a man named Shesh·bazʹzar,* whom Cyrus made governor. 15 Cyrus said to him: “Take these vessels. Go, deposit them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt in its former place.” 16 Then this Shesh·bazʹzar came, and he laid the foundations of the house of God, which is in Jerusalem; and it has been under construction from then until now, but it has not been completed.’

Possibly Zerubbabel at Ezr 2:2; 3:8.


^ (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.








July 10-16

EZRA 7-8





	Song 82 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Ezra’s Conduct Brought Honor to Jehovah”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ezr 8:1​—Why were many Jews in Babylon reluctant to go up to Jerusalem with Ezra? (w06 1/15 19 ¶10)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ezr 8:21-36 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Return Visit: Suffering​—1Jo 5:19. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Return Visit: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video Why Study the Bible? (th study 4)



	Return Visit: (5 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure, and demonstrate a Bible study. (th study 11)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 59



	Local Needs: (15 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 50 points 1-5 and the video Protect Your Children from the box “Did You Know?”



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 134 and Prayer













^ (Ezra 7:1-8:36) After these things, during the reign of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes of Persia, Ezʹra* returned. He was the son of Se·raiʹah, son of Az·a·riʹah, son of Hil·kiʹah, 2 son of Shalʹlum, son of Zaʹdok, son of A·hiʹtub, 3 son of Am·a·riʹah, son of Az·a·riʹah, son of Me·raʹioth, 4 son of Zer·a·hiʹah, son of Uzʹzi, son of Bukʹki, 5 son of Ab·i·shuʹa, son of Phinʹe·has, son of El·e·aʹzar, son of Aaron the chief priest. 6 This Ezʹra came up from Babylon. He was a copyist* who was well-versed in* the Law of Moses, which Jehovah the God of Israel had given. The king granted everything he requested, for the hand of Jehovah his God was upon him. 7 Some of the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the temple servants,* went up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes. 8 And Ezʹra came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, in the seventh year of the king. 9 On the first day of the first month, he began the journey from Babylon, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, for the good hand of his God was upon him. 10 Ezʹra had prepared his heart* to consult the Law of Jehovah and to practice it, and to teach its regulations and judgments in Israel. 11 This is a copy of the letter that King Ar·ta·xerxʹes gave to Ezʹra the priest and copyist,* an expert in the study* of the commandments of Jehovah and of his regulations to Israel: 12 * “Ar·ta·xerxʹes, the king of kings, to Ezʹra the priest, the copyist* of the Law of the God of the heavens: May you have perfect peace. And now 13 I have issued an order that everyone in my realm of the people of Israel and their priests and Levites who is willing to go with you to Jerusalem should go. 14 For you are sent by the king and his seven advisers to investigate whether the Law of your God, which is with you,* is being applied in Judah and Jerusalem, 15 and to take the silver and the gold that the king and his advisers have voluntarily given to the God of Israel, whose residence is in Jerusalem, 16 with all the silver and the gold that you receive* in all the province* of Babylon, along with the gift that the people and the priests voluntarily give to the house of their God, which is in Jerusalem. 17 And you are to buy promptly with this money bulls, rams, lambs, along with their grain offerings and their drink offerings, and you are to present them on the altar of the house of your God in Jerusalem. 18 “And whatever seems good to you and to your brothers to do, you may do with the rest of the silver and the gold, according to the will of your God. 19 And all the vessels that are given to you for the service of the house of your God, you are to deliver before God at Jerusalem. 20 And the rest of the necessities of the house of your God that you are required to give, you will give out of the royal treasury. 21 “I, King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, have issued an order to all the treasurers in the region Beyond the River,* that everything that Ezʹra the priest, the copyist* of the Law of the God of the heavens, requests of you is to be done promptly, 22 up to 100 talents* of silver, 100 cor measures* of wheat, 100 bath measures* of wine, 100 bath measures of oil, and salt without limit. 23 Let everything that is ordered by the God of the heavens be done with zeal for the house of the God of the heavens, so that there may be no wrath against the king’s realm and his sons. 24 And you are further advised that it is not permitted to impose any tax, tribute, or toll on any of the priests and Levites, musicians, doorkeepers, temple servants,* and workers of this house of God. 25 “And you, Ezʹra, according to the wisdom that you possess from your God,* appoint magistrates and judges to judge all the people in the region Beyond the River, all those who know the laws of your God; and you should instruct anyone who does not know them. 26 And everyone who does not observe the Law of your God and the law of the king should have judgment executed on him promptly, whether it is death, banishment, a fine, or imprisonment.” 27 May Jehovah the God of our forefathers be praised, who put it into the heart of the king to beautify the house of Jehovah in Jerusalem! 28 And he has shown me loyal love before the king and his advisers and all the mighty princes of the king. So I took courage* because the hand of Jehovah my God was upon me, and I gathered out of Israel leading men* to go up with me. 
8 Now these were the heads of their paternal houses and the genealogical enrollment of those who went up with me out of Babylon during the reign of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes: 2 of the sons of Phinʹe·has, Gerʹshom; of the sons of Ithʹa·mar, Daniel; of the sons of David, Hatʹtush; 3 of the sons of Shec·a·niʹah, of the sons of Paʹrosh, Zech·a·riʹah, and with him there was an enrollment of 150 males; 4 of the sons of Paʹhath-moʹab, Elʹie·ho-eʹnai the son of Zer·a·hiʹah, and with him 200 males; 5 of the sons of Zatʹtu, Shec·a·niʹah the son of Ja·ha·ziʹel, and with him 300 males; 6 of the sons of Aʹdin, Eʹbed the son of Jonʹa·than, and with him 50 males; 7 of the sons of Eʹlam, Je·shaʹiah the son of Ath·a·liʹah, and with him 70 males; 8 of the sons of Sheph·a·tiʹah, Zeb·a·diʹah the son of Miʹcha·el, and with him 80 males; 9 of the sons of Joʹab, O·ba·diʹah the son of Je·hiʹel, and with him 218 males; 10 of the sons of Baʹni, She·loʹmith the son of Jo·si·phiʹah, and with him 160 males; 11 of the sons of Beʹbai, Zech·a·riʹah the son of Beʹbai, and with him 28 males; 12 of the sons of Azʹgad, Jo·haʹnan the son of Hakʹka·tan, and with him 110 males; 13 of the sons of Ad·o·niʹkam, those who were the last, and these were their names: E·liphʹe·let, Je·iʹel, and She·maiʹah, and with them 60 males; 14 and of the sons of Bigʹvai, Uʹthai and Zabʹbud, and with them 70 males. 15 I assembled them at the river that comes to A·haʹva, and we camped there for three days. But when I examined the people and the priests, I did not find any of the Levites there. 16 So I sent for E·li·eʹzer, Arʹi·el, She·maiʹah, El·naʹthan, Jaʹrib, El·naʹthan, Nathan, Zech·a·riʹah, and Me·shulʹlam, who were leading men, and for Joiʹa·rib and El·naʹthan, who were instructors. 17 Then I gave them a command concerning Idʹdo the leader in the place called Ca·si·phiʹa. I told them to tell Idʹdo and his brothers, the temple servants* who were in Ca·si·phiʹa, to bring to us ministers for the house of our God. 18 Since the good hand of our God was upon us, they brought a discreet man from the sons of Mahʹli the grandson of Leʹvi the son of Israel, namely, She·re·biʹah, and his sons and his brothers, 18 men; 19 and Hash·a·biʹah, and with him Je·shaʹiah from the Me·rarʹites, his brothers and their sons, 20 men. 20 And there were 220 of the temple servants,* whom David and the princes gave to the service of the Levites, all of whom had been designated by name. 21 Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river A·haʹva, to humble ourselves before our God, to seek guidance from him for our journey, for us and for our children and for all our goods. 22 I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemies along the way, because we had said to the king: “The good hand of our God is over all those seeking him, but his strength and his anger are against all those abandoning him.” 23 So we fasted and made request of our God concerning this, and he listened to our entreaty. 24 I now set apart 12 of the chiefs of the priests, namely, She·re·biʹah and Hash·a·biʹah, along with ten of their brothers. 25 Then I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the utensils, the contribution that the king and his advisers and his princes and all the Israelites who were present there had made to the house of our God. 26 Thus I weighed out into their hand 650 talents* of silver, 100 silver utensils worth 2 talents, 100 talents of gold, 27 20 small gold bowls worth 1,000 darics,* and 2 utensils of fine copper, gleaming red, as desirable as gold. 28 Then I said to them: “You are holy to Jehovah, and the utensils are holy, and the silver and the gold are a voluntary offering to Jehovah the God of your forefathers. 29 Guard them carefully until you weigh them out before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites and the princes of the paternal houses of Israel in Jerusalem, in the chambers* of the house of Jehovah.” 30 And the priests and the Levites took the silver and the gold and the utensils that had been weighed out to them, in order to bring them to Jerusalem to the house of our God. 31 Finally we pulled away from the river A·haʹva on the 12th day of the first month to go to Jerusalem, and the hand of our God was over us, and he rescued us from the hand of the enemy and from ambush along the way. 32 So we came to Jerusalem and stayed there for three days. 33 And on the fourth day, we weighed out the silver and the gold and the utensils in the house of our God and handed them over to Merʹe·moth son of U·riʹjah the priest, and with him was El·e·aʹzar son of Phinʹe·has, and with them were the Levites Joʹza·bad son of Jeshʹu·a and No·a·diʹah son of Binʹnu·i. 34 Everything was numbered and weighed, and all the weight was recorded. 35 Those coming out of the captivity, the former exiles, presented burnt sacrifices to the God of Israel, 12 bulls for all Israel, 96 rams, 77 male lambs, and 12 male goats as a sin offering; all of this was a burnt offering to Jehovah. 36 Then we gave the decrees of the king to the satraps* of the king and the governors of the region Beyond the River,* and they supported the people and the house of the true God.

Meaning “Help.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “He was a skilled copyist of.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “had determined in his heart.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “a copyist of the words.”
Ezr 7:12 through 7:26 was originally written in Aramaic.
Or “scribe.”
Lit., “in your hand.”
Lit., “find.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “in Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “scribe.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
A cor equaled 220 L (200 dry qt). See App. B14.
A bath equaled 22 L (5.81 gal). See App. B14.
Or “Nethinim.” Lit., “given ones.”
Lit., “according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand.”
Or “strengthened myself.”
Lit., “heads.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
A daric was a Persian gold coin. See App. B14.
Or “dining halls.”
Title meaning “protectors of the realm,” here applied to governors of provinces in the Persian Empire.
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”


^ (Ezra 8:1) Now these were the heads of their paternal houses and the genealogical enrollment of those who went up with me out of Babylon during the reign of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes:



^ (Ezra 8:21-36) Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river A·haʹva, to humble ourselves before our God, to seek guidance from him for our journey, for us and for our children and for all our goods. 22 I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemies along the way, because we had said to the king: “The good hand of our God is over all those seeking him, but his strength and his anger are against all those abandoning him.” 23 So we fasted and made request of our God concerning this, and he listened to our entreaty. 24 I now set apart 12 of the chiefs of the priests, namely, She·re·biʹah and Hash·a·biʹah, along with ten of their brothers. 25 Then I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the utensils, the contribution that the king and his advisers and his princes and all the Israelites who were present there had made to the house of our God. 26 Thus I weighed out into their hand 650 talents* of silver, 100 silver utensils worth 2 talents, 100 talents of gold, 27 20 small gold bowls worth 1,000 darics,* and 2 utensils of fine copper, gleaming red, as desirable as gold. 28 Then I said to them: “You are holy to Jehovah, and the utensils are holy, and the silver and the gold are a voluntary offering to Jehovah the God of your forefathers. 29 Guard them carefully until you weigh them out before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites and the princes of the paternal houses of Israel in Jerusalem, in the chambers* of the house of Jehovah.” 30 And the priests and the Levites took the silver and the gold and the utensils that had been weighed out to them, in order to bring them to Jerusalem to the house of our God. 31 Finally we pulled away from the river A·haʹva on the 12th day of the first month to go to Jerusalem, and the hand of our God was over us, and he rescued us from the hand of the enemy and from ambush along the way. 32 So we came to Jerusalem and stayed there for three days. 33 And on the fourth day, we weighed out the silver and the gold and the utensils in the house of our God and handed them over to Merʹe·moth son of U·riʹjah the priest, and with him was El·e·aʹzar son of Phinʹe·has, and with them were the Levites Joʹza·bad son of Jeshʹu·a and No·a·diʹah son of Binʹnu·i. 34 Everything was numbered and weighed, and all the weight was recorded. 35 Those coming out of the captivity, the former exiles, presented burnt sacrifices to the God of Israel, 12 bulls for all Israel, 96 rams, 77 male lambs, and 12 male goats as a sin offering; all of this was a burnt offering to Jehovah. 36 Then we gave the decrees of the king to the satraps* of the king and the governors of the region Beyond the River,* and they supported the people and the house of the true God.

A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
A daric was a Persian gold coin. See App. B14.
Or “dining halls.”
Title meaning “protectors of the realm,” here applied to governors of provinces in the Persian Empire.
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Ezra’s Conduct Brought Honor to Jehovah






Ezra allowed God’s Word to touch his heart and affect his conduct (Ezr 7:10; w00 10/1 14 ¶8)

Through Ezra, others recognized the wisdom of God (Ezr 7:25; si 75 ¶5)

Because he humbled himself before God, Ezra was confident that Jehovah would guide and protect him (Ezr 8:21-23; it-1 1158 ¶4)



[image: An employer commending a brother for his work at an auto repair shop.]



The godly wisdom demonstrated by Ezra moved the king to entrust him with heavy responsibilities. Like Ezra, we can bring honor to Jehovah by our conduct.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘Do unbelievers respect me for my godly conduct?’









^ (Ezra 7:10) Ezʹra had prepared his heart* to consult the Law of Jehovah and to practice it, and to teach its regulations and judgments in Israel.

Or “had determined in his heart.”


^ (Ezra 7:25) “And you, Ezʹra, according to the wisdom that you possess from your God,* appoint magistrates and judges to judge all the people in the region Beyond the River, all those who know the laws of your God; and you should instruct anyone who does not know them.

Lit., “according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand.”


^ (Ezra 8:21-23) Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river A·haʹva, to humble ourselves before our God, to seek guidance from him for our journey, for us and for our children and for all our goods. 22 I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemies along the way, because we had said to the king: “The good hand of our God is over all those seeking him, but his strength and his anger are against all those abandoning him.” 23 So we fasted and made request of our God concerning this, and he listened to our entreaty.








July 17-23

EZRA 9-10





	Song 89 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“The Painful Consequences of Disobedience”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ezr 10:44​—Why were the children sent away along with the wives? (w06 1/15 20 ¶2)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ezr 9:1-9 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Use the tract Will Suffering Ever End? to introduce the sample conversation topic. (th study 13)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Invite the person to a meeting, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 6)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 11 intro and points 1-3 (th study 14)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 150



	Obedience Is a Protection (2Th 1:8): (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience: What will take place before Armageddon?


Your answer



How do we benefit now from being obedient?


Your answer



What is the link between Armageddon and obedience?


Your answer





	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 50 points 6-7 and summary, review, and goal



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 133 and Prayer













^ (Ezra 9:1-10:44) And as soon as these things had been done, the princes approached me and said: “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands and their detestable practices, those of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Jebʹu·sites, the Amʹmon·ites, the Moʹab·ites, the Egyptians, and the Amʹor·ites. 2 They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons. Now they, the holy offspring,* have become mingled with the peoples of the lands. The princes and the deputy rulers have been the foremost offenders in this unfaithfulness.” 3 Now as soon as I heard of this, I ripped apart my garment and my sleeveless coat and pulled out some of the hair of my head and my beard, and I sat down in shock. 4 Then everyone who had reverence for* the words of the God of Israel gathered around me because of the unfaithfulness of the exiled people, while I was sitting in shock until the evening grain offering. 5 And at the time of the evening grain offering, I stood up from my humiliation, with my garment and my sleeveless coat torn apart, and I got down on my knees and spread out my hands to Jehovah my God. 6 And I said: “O my God, I feel ashamed and embarrassed to raise my face to you, O my God, for our errors have multiplied over our heads and our guilt has mounted up to the heavens. 7 From the days of our forefathers until this day our guilt has been great; and because of our errors, we, our kings, and our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plunder, and to disgrace, as is the case today. 8 But now for a brief moment, favor has come from Jehovah our God by letting a remnant escape and by giving us a secure position* in his holy place, to make our eyes shine, O our God, and to revive us a little in our slavery. 9 For although we are slaves, our God has not abandoned us in our slavery; but he has extended his loyal love toward us before the kings of Persia, to revive us so as to raise up the house of our God and to restore its ruins and to give us a stone wall* in Judah and in Jerusalem. 10 “But now what can we say, O our God, after this? For we have left your commandments, 11 which you gave us through your servants the prophets, saying: ‘The land that you are going in to take possession of is an impure land because of the impurity of the peoples of the lands, because of their detestable practices with which they have filled it from end to end with their uncleanness. 12 Therefore, do not give your daughters to their sons, neither accept their daughters for your sons; and you must never seek their peace and their prosperity, so that you may grow strong and eat the good of the land and take possession of it for your sons forever.’ 13 And after all that has come upon us for our bad deeds and our great guilt—for you, O our God, have not dealt with us according to our error, and you have allowed those of us here to escape— 14 are we to break your commandments again and form marriage alliances* with the peoples who practice these detestable things? Would you not become so angry with us that you would completely destroy us, leaving no remnant or survivor? 15 O Jehovah the God of Israel, you are righteous, for we have survived as a remnant to this day. Here we are before you in our guilt, for it is impossible to stand before you because of this.” 
10 While Ezʹra was praying and making confession, weeping and lying prostrate before the house of the true God, a large crowd of men, women, and children of Israel gathered around him, for the people were weeping profusely. 2 Then Shec·a·niʹah the son of Je·hiʹel of the sons of Eʹlam said to Ezʹra: “We have acted unfaithfully against our God by marrying* foreign women from the peoples of the land. Despite this, there is still hope for Israel. 3 Now let us make a covenant with our God to send away all the wives and those born from them, in harmony with the direction of Jehovah and of those who have reverence for* the commandment of our God. Let us act according to the Law. 4 Get up, for this matter is your responsibility, and we are with you. Be strong and take action.” 5 At that Ezʹra rose and had the chiefs of the priests, the Levites, and all Israel take an oath to do what had been said. So they took an oath. 6 Ezʹra now got up from before the house of the true God and went to the chamber* of Je·ho·haʹnan the son of E·liʹa·shib. Although he went there, he ate no food and drank no water, for he was in mourning because of the unfaithfulness of the exiled people. 7 Then they made a proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem that all the former exiles gather together at Jerusalem; 8 and according to the decision of the princes and the elders, anyone who did not come within three days’ time would have all his goods confiscated,* and he would be banished from the congregation of the exiled people. 9 So all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered together at Jerusalem within three days, that is, in the ninth month, on the 20th day of the month. All the people were sitting in a courtyard of the house of the true God, shivering because of the matter at hand and because of the heavy rain. 10 Then Ezʹra the priest rose and said to them: “You have acted unfaithfully by marrying foreign women, and so you have added to the guilt of Israel. 11 Now make confession to Jehovah the God of your forefathers and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from these foreign wives.” 12 To this the whole congregation answered with a loud voice: “It is our duty to do exactly as you say. 13 However, there are many people, and it is the rainy season. It is not possible to stand outside, and the matter will not take just one or two days, for we have rebelled extensively in this matter. 14 So, please, let our princes represent the entire congregation; and let all those in our cities who have married foreign women come at an appointed time, along with the elders and judges of each city, until we turn back the burning anger of our God from us concerning this matter.” 15 However, Jonʹa·than the son of Asʹa·hel and Jah·zeiʹah the son of Tikʹvah objected to this, and the Levites Me·shulʹlam and Shabʹbe·thai supported them. 16 But the former exiles did what was agreed on; and Ezʹra the priest and the family heads of their paternal houses, all designated by name, convened separately on the first day of the tenth month to look into the matter; 17 and by the first day of the first month they finished dealing with all the men who had married foreign women. 18 And it was discovered that some of the sons of the priests had married foreign women: of the sons of Jeshʹu·a the son of Je·hozʹa·dak and his brothers, Ma·a·seiʹah, E·li·eʹzer, Jaʹrib, and Ged·a·liʹah. 19 But they promised* to send their wives away, and since they were guilty, they would offer a ram of the flock for their guilt. 20 Of the sons of Imʹmer, there were Ha·naʹni and Zeb·a·diʹah; 21 and of the sons of Haʹrim, Ma·a·seiʹah, E·liʹjah, She·maiʹah, Je·hiʹel, and Uz·ziʹah; 22 and of the sons of Pashʹhur, Eli·o·eʹnai, Ma·a·seiʹah, Ishʹma·el, Ne·thanʹel, Joʹza·bad and El·e·aʹsah. 23 And of the Levites, there were Joʹza·bad, Shimʹe·i, Ke·laiʹah (that is, Ke·liʹta), Peth·a·hiʹah, Judah, and E·li·eʹzer; 24 and of the singers, E·liʹa·shib; and of the gatekeepers, Shalʹlum, Teʹlem, and Uʹri. 25 And of Israel, of the sons of Paʹrosh, there were Ra·miʹah, Iz·ziʹah, Mal·chiʹjah, Mijʹa·min, El·e·aʹzar, Mal·chiʹjah, and Be·naiʹah; 26 and of the sons of Eʹlam, Mat·ta·niʹah, Zech·a·riʹah, Je·hiʹel, Abʹdi, Jerʹe·moth, and E·liʹjah; 27 and of the sons of Zatʹtu, Eli·o·eʹnai, E·liʹa·shib, Mat·ta·niʹah, Jerʹe·moth, Zaʹbad, and A·ziʹza; 28 and of the sons of Beʹbai, Je·ho·haʹnan, Han·a·niʹah, Zabʹbai, and Athʹlai; 29 and of the sons of Baʹni, Me·shulʹlam, Malʹluch, A·daiʹah, Jaʹshub, Sheʹal, and Jerʹe·moth; 30 and of the sons of Paʹhath-moʹab, Adʹna, Cheʹlal, Be·naiʹah, Ma·a·seiʹah, Mat·ta·niʹah, Bezʹal·el, Binʹnu·i, and Ma·nasʹseh; 31 and of the sons of Haʹrim, E·li·eʹzer, Is·shiʹjah, Mal·chiʹjah, She·maiʹah, Shimʹe·on, 32 Benjamin, Malʹluch, and Shem·a·riʹah; 33 of the sons of Haʹshum, Mat·teʹnai, Matʹtat·tah, Zaʹbad, E·liphʹe·let, Jerʹe·mai, Ma·nasʹseh, and Shimʹe·i; 34 of the sons of Baʹni, Ma·a·daʹi, Amʹram, Uʹel, 35 Be·naiʹah, Be·deiʹah, Chelʹu·hi, 36 Va·niʹah, Merʹe·moth, E·liʹa·shib, 37 Mat·ta·niʹah, Mat·teʹnai, and Jaʹa·su; 38 and of the sons of Binʹnu·i, Shimʹe·i, 39 Shel·e·miʹah, Nathan, A·daiʹah, 40 Mach·nadʹe·bai, Shaʹshai, Shaʹrai, 41 Azʹar·el, Shel·e·miʹah, Shem·a·riʹah, 42 Shalʹlum, Am·a·riʹah, and Joseph; 43 and of the sons of Neʹbo, Je·iʹel, Mat·ti·thiʹah, Zaʹbad, Ze·biʹna, Jadʹdai, Joel, and Be·naiʹah. 44 All of these had taken foreign wives, and they sent their wives away, along with their sons.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “who trembled at.”
Lit., “a peg.”
Or “a wall of protection.”
Or “and intermarry.”
Or “by taking into our houses.”
Lit., “who tremble at.”
Or “dining hall.”
Or “put under ban.”
Lit., “they gave their hands.”


^ (Ezra 10:44) All of these had taken foreign wives, and they sent their wives away, along with their sons.



^ (Ezra 9:1-9) And as soon as these things had been done, the princes approached me and said: “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands and their detestable practices, those of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Jebʹu·sites, the Amʹmon·ites, the Moʹab·ites, the Egyptians, and the Amʹor·ites. 2 They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons. Now they, the holy offspring,* have become mingled with the peoples of the lands. The princes and the deputy rulers have been the foremost offenders in this unfaithfulness.” 3 Now as soon as I heard of this, I ripped apart my garment and my sleeveless coat and pulled out some of the hair of my head and my beard, and I sat down in shock. 4 Then everyone who had reverence for* the words of the God of Israel gathered around me because of the unfaithfulness of the exiled people, while I was sitting in shock until the evening grain offering. 5 And at the time of the evening grain offering, I stood up from my humiliation, with my garment and my sleeveless coat torn apart, and I got down on my knees and spread out my hands to Jehovah my God. 6 And I said: “O my God, I feel ashamed and embarrassed to raise my face to you, O my God, for our errors have multiplied over our heads and our guilt has mounted up to the heavens. 7 From the days of our forefathers until this day our guilt has been great; and because of our errors, we, our kings, and our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plunder, and to disgrace, as is the case today. 8 But now for a brief moment, favor has come from Jehovah our God by letting a remnant escape and by giving us a secure position* in his holy place, to make our eyes shine, O our God, and to revive us a little in our slavery. 9 For although we are slaves, our God has not abandoned us in our slavery; but he has extended his loyal love toward us before the kings of Persia, to revive us so as to raise up the house of our God and to restore its ruins and to give us a stone wall* in Judah and in Jerusalem.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “who trembled at.”
Lit., “a peg.”
Or “a wall of protection.”


^ (2 Thess. 1:8) in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

The Painful Consequences of Disobedience






Some Israelites formed marriage alliances with idol-worshipping people (Ezr 9:1, 2; w06 1/15 20 ¶1)

They disregarded Jehovah’s clear commands (Ezr 9:10-12)

Their disobedience resulted in much pain to themselves and their families (Ezr 10:10, 11, 44)



[image: A sister who married a non-Witness, now with a baby, reflecting longingly on her life when she was more active spiritually. On the table in front of her is an ashtray with cigarette butts. Her drunk husband is sleeping on a sofa.]



Every commandment of Jehovah is for our good. (w09 10/1 10 ¶6) Obedience will spare us many frustrations now and lead to endless future blessings.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘How has my obedience to Jehovah shielded me from unnecessary heartache?’









^ (Ezra 9:1, 2) And as soon as these things had been done, the princes approached me and said: “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands and their detestable practices, those of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Jebʹu·sites, the Amʹmon·ites, the Moʹab·ites, the Egyptians, and the Amʹor·ites. 2 They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons. Now they, the holy offspring,* have become mingled with the peoples of the lands. The princes and the deputy rulers have been the foremost offenders in this unfaithfulness.”

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Ezra 9:10-12) “But now what can we say, O our God, after this? For we have left your commandments, 11 which you gave us through your servants the prophets, saying: ‘The land that you are going in to take possession of is an impure land because of the impurity of the peoples of the lands, because of their detestable practices with which they have filled it from end to end with their uncleanness. 12 Therefore, do not give your daughters to their sons, neither accept their daughters for your sons; and you must never seek their peace and their prosperity, so that you may grow strong and eat the good of the land and take possession of it for your sons forever.’



^ (Ezra 10:10, 11) Then Ezʹra the priest rose and said to them: “You have acted unfaithfully by marrying foreign women, and so you have added to the guilt of Israel. 11 Now make confession to Jehovah the God of your forefathers and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from these foreign wives.”



^ (Ezra 10:44) All of these had taken foreign wives, and they sent their wives away, along with their sons.








July 24-30

NEHEMIAH 1-2





	Song 47 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“At Once I Prayed”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ne 2:4​—Was this a last-minute prayer of desperation, and what is the lesson for us? (w86 2/15 25)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ne 2:11-20 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our website, and leave a jw.org contact card. (th study 16)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 3)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 11 Dig Deeper introduction and point 4 (th study 11)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 44



	Become Jehovah’s Friend​—Does Jehovah Answer Prayers?: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience, What does this video teach us about prayer?


Your answer





	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 51



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 102 and Prayer













^ (Neh. 1:1-2:20) The words of Ne·he·miʹah* the son of Hac·a·liʹah: Now in the month of Chisʹlev,* in the 20th year, I was in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 2 At that time Ha·naʹni, one of my brothers, arrived with other men from Judah, and I asked them about the remaining Jews who had escaped the captivity, and also about Jerusalem. 3 They replied: “Those remaining there in the province* who have survived the captivity are in a terrible situation and in disgrace. The walls of Jerusalem are broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” 4 As soon as I heard these words, I sat down and began to weep and mourn for days, and I kept fasting and praying before the God of the heavens. 5 I said: “O Jehovah, the God of the heavens, the great and awe-inspiring God who keeps his covenant and shows loyal love to those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 please, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to listen to the prayer of your servant that I am praying to you today, day and night, concerning your servants the Israelites, all the while confessing the sins that the people of Israel have committed against you. We have sinned, both I and the house of my father. 7 We have certainly acted corruptly against you by not keeping the commandments, regulations, and judicial decisions that you gave to your servant Moses. 8 “Remember, please, the word that you commanded* your servant Moses: ‘If you act unfaithfully, I will scatter you among the peoples. 9 But if you return to me and observe my commandments and obey them, though your dispersed people should be at the end of the heavens, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place that I have chosen to have my name reside.’ 10 They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great power and by your mighty hand. 11 O Jehovah, please, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant and to the prayer of your servants who take delight in fearing your name, and please, grant success to your servant today, and may this man show me compassion.” Now I was cupbearer to the king. 
2 In the month of Niʹsan,* in the 20th year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, wine was set before him, and as usual I took up the wine and gave it to the king. But I had never been gloomy in his presence. 2 So the king said to me: “Why do you look so gloomy when you are not sick? This can be nothing but gloominess of heart.” At this I became very frightened. 3 Then I said to the king: “Long live the king! Why should I not look gloomy when the city, the place where my forefathers are buried, lies in ruins, and its gates have been consumed by fire?” 4 The king then said to me: “What is it that you are seeking?” At once I prayed to the God of the heavens. 5 I then said to the king: “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor with you, send me to Judah, to the city where my forefathers are buried, so that I may rebuild it.” 6 Then the king, with his royal consort* sitting beside him, said to me: “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a set time. 7 Then I said to the king: “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me for the governors of the region Beyond the River,* granting me safe passage until I reach Judah, 8 as well as a letter to Aʹsaph the keeper of the Royal Park,* so that he may give me timber for beams for the gates of the Fortress of the House* and for the walls of the city and for the house where I will go.” So the king gave them to me, for the good hand of my God was upon me. 9 Eventually I came to the governors of the region Beyond the River and gave them the king’s letters. The king also sent with me army chiefs and horsemen. 10 When San·balʹlat the Horʹo·nite and To·biʹah the Amʹmon·ite official* heard about it, they were very displeased that someone had come to do something good for the people of Israel. 11 At length I came to Jerusalem, and I stayed there for three days. 12 I rose up by night, I and a few men with me, and I did not tell anyone what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem, and there was no animal with me except the one I was riding. 13 And I went out at night through the Valley Gate, passing in front of the Fountain of the Big Snake to the Gate of the Ash Heaps, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were broken down and its gates that had been consumed by fire. 14 And I passed along to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, and there was not enough space for the animal I was riding to pass. 15 But I continued up the valley* by night, and I kept inspecting the wall, after which I came back and entered through the Valley Gate, and then I returned. 16 The deputy rulers did not know where I had gone and what I was doing, for I had not yet said anything to the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the deputy rulers, and the rest of the workers. 17 Finally I said to them: “You can see what a terrible situation we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, so that this disgrace will not continue.” 18 Then I told them of how the good hand of my God was upon me and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. At this they said: “Let us get up and build.” So they strengthened themselves* for the good work. 19 Now when San·balʹlat the Horʹo·nite, To·biʹah the Amʹmon·ite official,* and Geʹshem the Arabian heard of it, they began to mock us and show us their contempt and say: “What are you doing? Are you rebelling against the king?” 20 However, I replied: “The God of the heavens is the One who will grant us success, and we his servants will get up and build; but you have neither share nor claim nor memorial* in Jerusalem.”

Meaning “Jah Comforts.”
See App. B15.
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “the warning you gave to.”
See App. B15.
Or “his queen.”
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “the king’s forest.”
Or “Temple.”
Lit., “servant.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “their hands.”
Lit., “servant.”
Or “entitlement.”


^ (Neh. 2:4) The king then said to me: “What is it that you are seeking?” At once I prayed to the God of the heavens.



^ (Neh. 2:11-20) At length I came to Jerusalem, and I stayed there for three days. 12 I rose up by night, I and a few men with me, and I did not tell anyone what my God had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem, and there was no animal with me except the one I was riding. 13 And I went out at night through the Valley Gate, passing in front of the Fountain of the Big Snake to the Gate of the Ash Heaps, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that were broken down and its gates that had been consumed by fire. 14 And I passed along to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, and there was not enough space for the animal I was riding to pass. 15 But I continued up the valley* by night, and I kept inspecting the wall, after which I came back and entered through the Valley Gate, and then I returned. 16 The deputy rulers did not know where I had gone and what I was doing, for I had not yet said anything to the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the deputy rulers, and the rest of the workers. 17 Finally I said to them: “You can see what a terrible situation we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, so that this disgrace will not continue.” 18 Then I told them of how the good hand of my God was upon me and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. At this they said: “Let us get up and build.” So they strengthened themselves* for the good work. 19 Now when San·balʹlat the Horʹo·nite, To·biʹah the Amʹmon·ite official,* and Geʹshem the Arabian heard of it, they began to mock us and show us their contempt and say: “What are you doing? Are you rebelling against the king?” 20 However, I replied: “The God of the heavens is the One who will grant us success, and we his servants will get up and build; but you have neither share nor claim nor memorial* in Jerusalem.”

Or “wadi.”
Lit., “their hands.”
Lit., “servant.”
Or “entitlement.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

“At Once I Prayed”






[Play the video Introduction to Nehemiah.]

Nehemiah prayed before answering the king’s question (Ne 2:2-4; w08 2/15 3 ¶5)

Nehemiah’s request was favorably heard by the king (Ne 2:5, 6)



[image: A teenage Witness respectfully explaining his beliefs to a teacher in a classroom. The classroom is decorated with rainbow flags to support gay rights.]



FOR MEDITATION: What could we do if we are asked to give an impromptu explanation of our beliefs?​—be 177 ¶4.









^ (Neh. 2:2-4) So the king said to me: “Why do you look so gloomy when you are not sick? This can be nothing but gloominess of heart.” At this I became very frightened. 3 Then I said to the king: “Long live the king! Why should I not look gloomy when the city, the place where my forefathers are buried, lies in ruins, and its gates have been consumed by fire?” 4 The king then said to me: “What is it that you are seeking?” At once I prayed to the God of the heavens.



^ (Neh. 2:5, 6) I then said to the king: “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor with you, send me to Judah, to the city where my forefathers are buried, so that I may rebuild it.” 6 Then the king, with his royal consort* sitting beside him, said to me: “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a set time.

Or “his queen.”







July 31–August 6

NEHEMIAH 3-4





	Song 143 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Is Manual Work Beneath You?”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ne 4:17, 18​—How could a man do the work of rebuilding with just one hand? (w06 2/1 9 ¶1)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ne 3:15-24 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 3)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Discuss the back page of the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure, and offer a Bible study. (th study 12)



	Talk: (5 min.) km 11/12 1​—Theme: See Good for Your Hard Work. (th study 10)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 91



	Working With Jehovah’s Witnesses: (8 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience, What does this video teach us about how our conduct at work can give a witness?


Your answer





	Local Needs: (7 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 52



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 29 and Prayer













^ (Neh. 3:1-4:23) E·liʹa·shib the high priest and his brothers the priests got up to build the Sheep Gate. They sanctified* it and set up its doors; they sanctified it as far as the Tower of Meʹah, as far as the Tower of Ha·nanʹel. 2 And next to them the men of Jerʹi·cho were building; and next to them Zacʹcur the son of Imʹri was building. 3 The sons of Has·se·naʹah built the Fish Gate; they timbered it and then set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 4 And next to them Merʹe·moth the son of U·riʹjah the son of Hakʹkoz did repair work, and next to them Me·shulʹlam the son of Ber·e·chiʹah the son of Me·shezʹa·bel did repair work, and next to them Zaʹdok the son of Baʹa·na did repair work. 5 And next to them the Te·koʹites did repair work, but their prominent men would not lower themselves to share in* the service of their masters. 6 Joiʹa·da the son of Pa·seʹah and Me·shulʹlam the son of Bes·o·deiʹah repaired the Gate of the Old City; they timbered it and then set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 7 Next to them Mel·a·tiʹah the Gibʹe·on·ite and Jaʹdon the Me·ronʹo·thite did repair work, men of Gibʹe·on and Mizʹpah who were under the authority of* the governor of the region Beyond the River.* 8 Next to them Uzʹzi·el the son of Har·haiʹah, one of the goldsmiths, did repair work, and next to him Han·a·niʹah, one of the ointment mixers,* did repair work; and they paved* Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 9 And next to them Re·phaʹiah the son of Hur, a prince of half the district of Jerusalem, did repair work. 10 And next to them Je·daʹiah the son of Ha·ruʹmaph did repair work in front of his own house, and next to him Hatʹtush the son of Hash·ab·neiʹah did repair work. 11 Mal·chiʹjah the son of Haʹrim and Hasʹshub the son of Paʹhath-moʹab repaired another section,* as well as the Tower of the Ovens. 12 And next to them Shalʹlum the son of Hal·loʹhesh, a prince of half the district of Jerusalem, did repair work, along with his daughters. 13 Haʹnun and the inhabitants of Za·noʹah repaired the Valley Gate; they built it and then set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and they repaired 1,000 cubits* of the wall as far as the Gate of the Ash Heaps. 14 Mal·chiʹjah the son of Reʹchab, a prince of the district of Beth-hac·cheʹrem, repaired the Gate of the Ash Heaps; he built it and set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 15 Shalʹlun the son of Col·hoʹzeh, a prince of the district of Mizʹpah, repaired the Fountain Gate; he built it and its roof, set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and also repaired the wall of the Pool of the Canal to the King’s Garden and as far as the Stairway that goes down from the City of David. 16 After him Ne·he·miʹah the son of Azʹbuk, a prince of half the district of Beth-zur, did repair work from in front of the Burial Places of David as far as the pool that had been built and as far as the House of the Mighty Ones. 17 After him the Levites did repair work: Reʹhum the son of Baʹni; and next to him Hash·a·biʹah, a prince of half the district of Keiʹlah, did repair work for his district. 18 After him their brothers did repair work: Bavʹvai the son of Henʹa·dad, a prince of half the district of Keiʹlah. 19 And next to him Eʹzer the son of Jeshʹu·a, a prince of Mizʹpah, was repairing another section in front of the ascent to the Armory at the Buttress. 20 After him Barʹuch the son of Zabʹbai worked with fervor and repaired another section, from the Buttress as far as the entrance of the house of E·liʹa·shib the high priest. 21 After him Merʹe·moth the son of U·riʹjah the son of Hakʹkoz repaired another section, from the entrance of the house of E·liʹa·shib as far as the end of E·liʹa·shib’s house. 22 And after him the priests, men of the district of the Jordan,* did repair work. 23 After them Benjamin and Hasʹshub did repair work in front of their own house. After them Az·a·riʹah the son of Ma·a·seiʹah the son of A·na·niʹah did repair work near his own house. 24 After him Binʹnu·i the son of Henʹa·dad repaired another section, from the house of Az·a·riʹah as far as the Buttress and as far as the corner. 25 After him Paʹlal the son of Uʹzai did repair work in front of the Buttress and the tower that goes out from the King’s House,* the upper one that belongs to the Courtyard of the Guard. After him there was Pe·daiʹah the son of Paʹrosh. 26 And the temple servants* who lived in Oʹphel did repair work as far as in front of the Water Gate on the east and the protruding tower. 27 After them the Te·koʹites repaired another section, from in front of the great protruding tower as far as the wall of Oʹphel. 28 The priests did repair work above the Horse Gate, each in front of his own house. 29 After them Zaʹdok the son of Imʹmer did repair work in front of his own house. And after him She·maiʹah the son of Shec·a·niʹah, the keeper of the East Gate, did repair work. 30 After him Han·a·niʹah the son of Shel·e·miʹah and Haʹnun the sixth son of Zaʹlaph repaired another section. After him Me·shulʹlam the son of Ber·e·chiʹah did repair work in front of his own hall. 31 After him Mal·chiʹjah, a member of the goldsmith guild, did repair work as far as the house of the temple servants* and the traders, in front of the Inspection Gate and as far as the roof chamber of the corner. 32 And between the roof chamber of the corner and the Sheep Gate, the goldsmiths and the traders did repair work. 
4 Now as soon as San·balʹlat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and very upset,* and he kept mocking the Jews. 2 And in the presence of his brothers and the army of Sa·marʹi·a, he said: “What are the feeble Jews doing? Will they do this by themselves? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish up in a day? Will they bring the charred stones to life out of the heaps of dusty rubble?” 3 Now To·biʹah the Amʹmon·ite, who was standing beside him, said: “If even a fox would climb up on what they are building, it would knock down their stone wall.” 4 Hear, O our God, for we are being treated with contempt, and make their reproach return on their own heads, and give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 5 And do not cover over their guilt or let their sin be erased from before you, for they have insulted the builders. 6 So we kept building the wall, and the entire wall was joined together and rebuilt up to half its height, and the people continued to put their heart into the work. 7 Now as soon as San·balʹlat, To·biʹah, the Arabians, the Amʹmon·ites, and the Ashʹdod·ites heard that the repairing of the walls of Jerusalem was progressing and that the gaps were being filled in, they became very angry. 8 They conspired together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to create a disturbance in it. 9 But we prayed to our God and kept a guard posted against them day and night. 10 However, people of Judah were saying: “The strength of the laborers* has failed, and there is so much rubble; we will never be able to build the wall.” 11 And our enemies kept saying: “Before they know it or see us, we will come right in among them and kill them and stop the work.” 12 Whenever the Jews living near them came in, they told us again and again:* “They will come at us from all directions.” 13 So I kept men posted at the lowest parts of the space behind the wall at the exposed places, and I posted them by families with their swords, their lances, and their bows. 14 When I saw their fear, I immediately rose and said to the nobles and the deputy rulers and the rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of them. Remember Jehovah, who is great and awe-inspiring; and fight for your brothers, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes.” 15 Now after our enemies heard that what they were doing had become known to us and that the true God had frustrated their plan, we all went back to work on the wall. 16 From that day forward, half of my men would do the work and half of them would hold the lances, the shields, the bows, and the coats of mail. And the princes stood behind the whole house of Judah 17 who were building the wall. Those who were carrying the loads did the work with one hand while holding a weapon* in the other hand. 18 And each of the builders had a sword strapped to his hip while building, and the one to blow the horn stood beside me. 19 I then said to the nobles and the deputy rulers and the rest of the people: “The work is large and extensive, and we are spread out on the wall far apart from one another. 20 When you hear the sound of the horn, gather together to where we are. Our God will fight for us.” 21 So we kept working while the other half were holding the lances, from the break of dawn until the stars came out. 22 At that time I said to the people: “Let the men, each along with his attendant, spend the night inside Jerusalem, and they will guard us by night and work during the day.” 23 So neither I nor my brothers, my attendants, and the guards who followed me ever took off our garments, and each of us kept his weapon in his right hand.

Or “dedicated.”
Lit., “not bring their neck into.”
Lit., “belonging to the throne of.”
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “the perfume makers.”
Or “paved with flagstone.”
Or “measured section.”
About 445 m (1,460 ft). See App. B14.
Or possibly, “the nearby district.”
Or “Palace.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “offended.”
Or “burden bearers.”
Lit., “ten times.”
Or “missile.”


^ (Neh. 4:17, 18) who were building the wall. Those who were carrying the loads did the work with one hand while holding a weapon* in the other hand. 18 And each of the builders had a sword strapped to his hip while building, and the one to blow the horn stood beside me.

Or “missile.”


^ (Neh. 3:15-24) Shalʹlun the son of Col·hoʹzeh, a prince of the district of Mizʹpah, repaired the Fountain Gate; he built it and its roof, set up its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and also repaired the wall of the Pool of the Canal to the King’s Garden and as far as the Stairway that goes down from the City of David. 16 After him Ne·he·miʹah the son of Azʹbuk, a prince of half the district of Beth-zur, did repair work from in front of the Burial Places of David as far as the pool that had been built and as far as the House of the Mighty Ones. 17 After him the Levites did repair work: Reʹhum the son of Baʹni; and next to him Hash·a·biʹah, a prince of half the district of Keiʹlah, did repair work for his district. 18 After him their brothers did repair work: Bavʹvai the son of Henʹa·dad, a prince of half the district of Keiʹlah. 19 And next to him Eʹzer the son of Jeshʹu·a, a prince of Mizʹpah, was repairing another section in front of the ascent to the Armory at the Buttress. 20 After him Barʹuch the son of Zabʹbai worked with fervor and repaired another section, from the Buttress as far as the entrance of the house of E·liʹa·shib the high priest. 21 After him Merʹe·moth the son of U·riʹjah the son of Hakʹkoz repaired another section, from the entrance of the house of E·liʹa·shib as far as the end of E·liʹa·shib’s house. 22 And after him the priests, men of the district of the Jordan,* did repair work. 23 After them Benjamin and Hasʹshub did repair work in front of their own house. After them Az·a·riʹah the son of Ma·a·seiʹah the son of A·na·niʹah did repair work near his own house. 24 After him Binʹnu·i the son of Henʹa·dad repaired another section, from the house of Az·a·riʹah as far as the Buttress and as far as the corner.

Or possibly, “the nearby district.”









[image: Israelite men and women laboriously rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls.]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Is Manual Work Beneath You?






The high priest and his brothers did not view themselves as too important to share in rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls (Ne 3:1)

Some prominent men refused to “lower themselves” to help with the repair work (Ne 3:5; w06 2/1 10 ¶1)

God-fearing women willingly shared in the physically demanding project (Ne 3:12; w19.10 23 ¶11)

Many tasks that must be performed in the congregation involve manual or menial work and may occur behind the scenes.​—w04 8/1 18 ¶16.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘How do I feel about performing such work for the sake of the good news?’​—1Co 9:23.









^ (Neh. 3:1) E·liʹa·shib the high priest and his brothers the priests got up to build the Sheep Gate. They sanctified* it and set up its doors; they sanctified it as far as the Tower of Meʹah, as far as the Tower of Ha·nanʹel.

Or “dedicated.”


^ (Neh. 3:5) And next to them the Te·koʹites did repair work, but their prominent men would not lower themselves to share in* the service of their masters.

Lit., “not bring their neck into.”


^ (Neh. 3:12) And next to them Shalʹlum the son of Hal·loʹhesh, a prince of half the district of Jerusalem, did repair work, along with his daughters.



^ (1 Cor. 9:23) But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.








August 7-13

NEHEMIAH 5-7





	Song 17 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Nehemiah Wanted to Serve, Not Be Served”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ne 6:13​—Why would it have been a sin for Nehemiah to hide in the temple? (w07 7/1 30 ¶15)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ne 5:1-13 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video Why Study the Bible? (th study 9)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (th study 6)



	Talk: (5 min.) w13 5/15 7 ¶17-19​—Theme: Successful Evangelizers Assist One Another. (th study 20)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 90



	“They Work Hard to Serve Us”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 53



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 35 and Prayer













^ (Neh. 5:1-7:73) However, there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against their Jewish brothers. 2 Some were saying: “We are many with our sons and our daughters. We must get grain in order to eat and stay alive.” 3 Others were saying: “We are giving our fields and our vineyards and our houses as security to get grain during the food shortage.” 4 Still others were saying: “We have borrowed money on our fields and our vineyards for the king’s tribute. 5 Now we are of the same flesh and blood as our brothers,* and our children are just like their children; yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery, and some of our daughters are already in slavery. But we are powerless to stop this, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.” 6 I became very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7 So I considered these things in my heart, and I took issue with the nobles and the deputy rulers and said to them: “Each one of you is demanding interest* from your own brother.” Further, I arranged for a great assembly because of them. 8 And I said to them: “To the extent possible, we have bought back our own Jewish brothers who were sold to the nations; but will you now sell your own brothers, and are they to be sold back to us?” At this they became speechless, and they could find nothing to say. 9 Then I said: “What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of our God so that the nations, our enemies, cannot reproach us? 10 Moreover, I, my brothers, and my attendants are lending them money and grain. Let us, please, stop this lending on interest. 11 Please, restore to them on this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive groves, and their houses, as well as the hundredth* of the money, the grain, the new wine, and the oil that you are demanding as interest from them.” 12 To this they said: “We will restore these things to them and ask nothing back. We will do precisely as you say.” So I called the priests and made those men swear to keep this promise. 13 Also, I shook out the folds of my garment* and said: “In this manner may the true God shake out from his house and from his possessions every man who does not carry out this promise, and in this manner may he be shaken out and emptied.” To this all the congregation said: “Amen!”* And they praised Jehovah, and the people did as they promised. 14 Moreover, from the day that he commissioned me to become their governor in the land of Judah, from the 20th year to the 32nd year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, 12 years, neither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance due the governor. 15 But the former governors who were before me had burdened the people and had been taking from them 40 silver shekels* for bread and wine each day. Also, their attendants had oppressed the people. But I did not do that because of the fear of God. 16 Furthermore, I took a hand in the work on this wall, and not a field did we acquire; all my attendants were gathered there for the work. 17 There were 150 Jews and deputy rulers dining at my table, as well as those who came to us from the nations. 18 Every day one bull, six choice sheep, and birds were prepared for me,* and once every ten days we had all sorts of wine in abundance. Despite all this I did not demand the food allowance due the governor, because the people were already bearing their burden of service. 19 Do remember me favorably,* O my God, for all that I have done in behalf of this people. 
6 Now as soon as San·balʹlat, To·biʹah, Geʹshem the Arabian, and the rest of our enemies were told that I had rebuilt the wall and that there were no gaps left in it (although up to that time I had not set up the doors in the gates), 2 San·balʹlat and Geʹshem immediately sent this message to me: “Come, and let us set a time to meet together in the villages of the Valley Plain of Oʹno.” But they were scheming to harm me. 3 So I sent messengers to them, saying: “I am engaged in a great work, and I am not able to go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it to come to you?” 4 They sent me the same message four times, and I gave them the same reply each time. 5 Then San·balʹlat sent his attendant to me with the same message a fifth time, with an open letter in his hand. 6 There it was written: “Among the nations it has been heard, and Geʹshem is also saying it, that you and the Jews are scheming to rebel. That is why you are building the wall; and according to these reports you are to become their king. 7 Also, you have appointed prophets to proclaim about you throughout Jerusalem, ‘There is a king in Judah!’ And now these things will be told to the king. So come, and let us discuss this together.” 8 However, I sent him this reply: “None of the things you are saying have taken place; you are making them up out of your own imagination.”* 9 For they were all trying to frighten us, saying: “Their hands will slacken in the work, and it will not be done.” Now, I pray, strengthen my hands. 10 Then I went to the house of She·maiʹah the son of De·laʹiah the son of Me·hetʹa·bel while he was confined there. He said: “Let us set a time to meet at the house of the true God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you by night.” 11 But I said: “Should a man like me run away? Can a man like me go into the temple and live? I will not go in!” 12 Then I realized that God had not sent him, but that To·biʹah and San·balʹlat had hired him to speak this prophecy against me. 13 He had been hired to frighten me and to cause me to sin, so that they would have grounds to damage my reputation in order to reproach me. 14 Do remember, O my God, To·biʹah and San·balʹlat and these deeds, and also No·a·diʹah the prophetess and the rest of the prophets who were constantly trying to frighten me. 15 So the wall was completed on the 25th day of Eʹlul,* in 52 days. 16 As soon as all our enemies heard of it and all the surrounding nations saw it, they became greatly ashamed,* and they realized that it was with our God’s help that this work had been done. 17 In those days the nobles of Judah were sending many letters to To·biʹah, and To·biʹah would reply to them. 18 Many in Judah swore allegiance to him, for he was a son-in-law of Shec·a·niʹah the son of Aʹrah, and his son Je·ho·haʹnan had married the daughter of Me·shulʹlam the son of Ber·e·chiʹah. 19 Also, they would constantly tell me good things about him and then report to him what I said. Then To·biʹah would send letters to frighten me. 
7 As soon as the wall had been rebuilt I set up the doors; then the gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites were appointed. 2 I then put my brother Ha·naʹni in charge of Jerusalem, along with Han·a·niʹah the chief of the Fortress, for he was a most trustworthy man and feared the true God more than many others. 3 So I said to them: “The gates of Jerusalem should not be opened until the heat of the day, and while they are standing guard, they should shut the doors and bolt them. And assign the inhabitants of Jerusalem as guards, each to his assigned guardpost and each in front of his own house.” 4 Now the city was spacious and large, and there were few people inside it, and the houses had not been rebuilt. 5 But my God put it into my heart to gather together the nobles and the deputy rulers and the people to be enrolled genealogically. Then I found the book of genealogical enrollment of those who first came up, and I found written in it: 6 And these were the people of the province* who came up out of the captivity of the exiles, those whom King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon had exiled and who later returned to Jerusalem and Judah, each to his own city, 7 those who came with Ze·rubʹba·bel, Jeshʹu·a, Ne·he·miʹah, Az·a·riʹah, Ra·a·miʹah, Na·hamʹa·ni, Morʹde·cai, Bilʹshan, Misʹpe·reth, Bigʹvai, Neʹhum, and Baʹa·nah. The number of the Israelite men included: 8 the sons of Paʹrosh, 2,172; 9 the sons of Sheph·a·tiʹah, 372; 10 the sons of Aʹrah, 652; 11 the sons of Paʹhath-moʹab, of the sons of Jeshʹu·a and Joʹab, 2,818; 12 the sons of Eʹlam, 1,254; 13 the sons of Zatʹtu, 845; 14 the sons of Zacʹcai, 760; 15 the sons of Binʹnu·i, 648; 16 the sons of Beʹbai, 628; 17 the sons of Azʹgad, 2,322; 18 the sons of Ad·o·niʹkam, 667; 19 the sons of Bigʹvai, 2,067; 20 the sons of Aʹdin, 655; 21 the sons of Aʹter, of Hez·e·kiʹah, 98; 22 the sons of Haʹshum, 328; 23 the sons of Beʹzai, 324; 24 the sons of Haʹriph, 112; 25 the sons of Gibʹe·on, 95; 26 the men of Bethʹle·hem and Ne·toʹphah, 188; 27 the men of Anʹa·thoth, 128; 28 the men of Beth-azʹma·veth, 42; 29 the men of Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim, Che·phiʹrah, and Be·erʹoth, 743; 30 the men of Raʹmah and Geʹba, 621; 31 the men of Michʹmas, 122; 32 the men of Bethʹel and Aʹi, 123; 33 the men of the other Neʹbo, 52; 34 the sons of the other Eʹlam, 1,254; 35 the sons of Haʹrim, 320; 36 the sons of Jerʹi·cho, 345; 37 the sons of Lod, Haʹdid, and Oʹno, 721; 38 the sons of Se·naʹah, 3,930. 39 The priests: the sons of Je·daʹiah of the house of Jeshʹu·a, 973; 40 the sons of Imʹmer, 1,052; 41 the sons of Pashʹhur, 1,247; 42 the sons of Haʹrim, 1,017. 43 The Levites: the sons of Jeshʹu·a, of Kadʹmi·el, of the sons of Hoʹde·vah, 74. 44 The singers: the sons of Aʹsaph, 148. 45 The gatekeepers: the sons of Shalʹlum, the sons of Aʹter, the sons of Talʹmon, the sons of Akʹkub, the sons of Ha·tiʹta, the sons of Shoʹbai, 138. 46 The temple servants:* the sons of Ziʹha, the sons of Ha·suʹpha, the sons of Tab·baʹoth, 47 the sons of Keʹros, the sons of Siʹa, the sons of Paʹdon, 48 the sons of Le·baʹnah, the sons of Hagʹa·bah, the sons of Salʹmai, 49 the sons of Haʹnan, the sons of Gidʹdel, the sons of Gaʹhar, 50 the sons of Re·aʹiah, the sons of Reʹzin, the sons of Ne·koʹda, 51 the sons of Gazʹzam, the sons of Uzʹza, the sons of Pa·seʹah, 52 the sons of Beʹsai, the sons of Me·uʹnim, the sons of Ne·phushʹe·sim, 53 the sons of Bakʹbuk, the sons of Ha·kuʹpha, the sons of Harʹhur, 54 the sons of Bazʹlith, the sons of Me·hiʹda, the sons of Harʹsha, 55 the sons of Barʹkos, the sons of Sisʹe·ra, the sons of Teʹmah, 56 the sons of Ne·ziʹah, the sons of Ha·tiʹpha. 57 The sons of the servants of Solʹo·mon: the sons of Soʹtai, the sons of So·pheʹreth, the sons of Pe·riʹda, 58 the sons of Jaʹa·la, the sons of Darʹkon, the sons of Gidʹdel, 59 the sons of Sheph·a·tiʹah, the sons of Hatʹtil, the sons of Poʹche·reth-haz·ze·baʹim, the sons of Aʹmon. 60 All the temple servants* and the sons of the servants of Solʹo·mon were 392. 61 And these went up from Tel-meʹlah, Tel-harʹsha, Cheʹrub, Adʹdon, and Imʹmer, but they were unable to verify their paternal house and their origin, as to whether they were Israelites: 62 the sons of De·laʹiah, the sons of To·biʹah, the sons of Ne·koʹda, 642. 63 And of the priests: the sons of Ha·baiʹah, the sons of Hakʹkoz, the sons of Bar·zilʹlai, who took a wife from the daughters of Bar·zilʹlai the Gilʹe·ad·ite and was called by their name. 64 These looked for their records to establish their genealogy, but they could not be found, so they were disqualified from the priesthood.* 65 The governor* told them that they should not eat from the most holy things until there was a priest who could consult the Uʹrim and Thumʹmim. 66 The total number of the entire congregation was 42,360, 67 apart from their male and female slaves, who were 7,337; they also had 245 male and female singers. 68 Their horses were 736, their mules 245, 69 their camels 435, their donkeys 6,720. 70 Some of the heads of the paternal houses contributed to the work. The governor* gave to the treasury 1,000 gold drachmas,* 50 bowls, and 530 priests’ robes. 71 And some of the heads of the paternal houses gave to the project treasury 20,000 gold drachmas and 2,200 silver miʹnas.* 72 And the rest of the people gave 20,000 gold drachmas, 2,000 silver miʹnas, and 67 priests’ robes. 73 And the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, some of the people, the temple servants,* and all the rest of Israel* settled in their cities. When the seventh month arrived, the Israelites had settled in their cities.

Lit., “like the flesh of our brothers is our flesh.”
Or “usury.”
Or “1 percent,” that is, monthly.
Lit., “shook out my bosom.”
Or “So be it!”
A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.
Or “at my expense.”
Or “for good.”
Lit., “from your heart.”
See App. B15.
Lit., “they fell greatly in their own eyes.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “The Nethinim.” Lit., “The given ones.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “were excluded from the priesthood as unclean.”
Or “The Tirshatha,” a Persian title for a governor of a province.
Or “The Tirshatha,” a Persian title for a governor of a province.
Generally equated with the Persian gold daric that weighed 8.4 g (0.27 oz t). Not the drachma of the Greek Scriptures. See App. B14.
A mina in the Hebrew Scriptures equaled 570 g (18.35 oz t). See App. B14.
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Lit., “all Israel.”


^ (Neh. 6:13) He had been hired to frighten me and to cause me to sin, so that they would have grounds to damage my reputation in order to reproach me.



^ (Neh. 5:1-13) However, there was a great outcry from the people and their wives against their Jewish brothers. 2 Some were saying: “We are many with our sons and our daughters. We must get grain in order to eat and stay alive.” 3 Others were saying: “We are giving our fields and our vineyards and our houses as security to get grain during the food shortage.” 4 Still others were saying: “We have borrowed money on our fields and our vineyards for the king’s tribute. 5 Now we are of the same flesh and blood as our brothers,* and our children are just like their children; yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to slavery, and some of our daughters are already in slavery. But we are powerless to stop this, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.” 6 I became very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 7 So I considered these things in my heart, and I took issue with the nobles and the deputy rulers and said to them: “Each one of you is demanding interest* from your own brother.” Further, I arranged for a great assembly because of them. 8 And I said to them: “To the extent possible, we have bought back our own Jewish brothers who were sold to the nations; but will you now sell your own brothers, and are they to be sold back to us?” At this they became speechless, and they could find nothing to say. 9 Then I said: “What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of our God so that the nations, our enemies, cannot reproach us? 10 Moreover, I, my brothers, and my attendants are lending them money and grain. Let us, please, stop this lending on interest. 11 Please, restore to them on this very day their fields, their vineyards, their olive groves, and their houses, as well as the hundredth* of the money, the grain, the new wine, and the oil that you are demanding as interest from them.” 12 To this they said: “We will restore these things to them and ask nothing back. We will do precisely as you say.” So I called the priests and made those men swear to keep this promise. 13 Also, I shook out the folds of my garment* and said: “In this manner may the true God shake out from his house and from his possessions every man who does not carry out this promise, and in this manner may he be shaken out and emptied.” To this all the congregation said: “Amen!”* And they praised Jehovah, and the people did as they promised.

Lit., “like the flesh of our brothers is our flesh.”
Or “usury.”
Or “1 percent,” that is, monthly.
Lit., “shook out my bosom.”
Or “So be it!”
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TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Nehemiah Wanted to Serve, Not Be Served






Nehemiah did not use his authority for selfish gain (Ne 5:14, 15, 17, 18; w02 11/1 27 ¶3)

Nehemiah did not just oversee the work; he also participated in it (Ne 5:16; w16.09 6 ¶16)

Nehemiah asked Jehovah to remember him for his self-sacrificing love (Ne 5:19; w00 2/1 32)

Although Nehemiah was the governor, he did not expect special treatment. He is a good example for those who have privileges and responsibilities in the congregation.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘Am I more interested in what I can do for others than in what others can do for me?’









^ (Neh. 5:14, 15) Moreover, from the day that he commissioned me to become their governor in the land of Judah, from the 20th year to the 32nd year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, 12 years, neither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance due the governor. 15 But the former governors who were before me had burdened the people and had been taking from them 40 silver shekels* for bread and wine each day. Also, their attendants had oppressed the people. But I did not do that because of the fear of God.

A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.


^ (Neh. 5:17, 18) There were 150 Jews and deputy rulers dining at my table, as well as those who came to us from the nations. 18 Every day one bull, six choice sheep, and birds were prepared for me,* and once every ten days we had all sorts of wine in abundance. Despite all this I did not demand the food allowance due the governor, because the people were already bearing their burden of service.

Or “at my expense.”


^ (Neh. 5:16) Furthermore, I took a hand in the work on this wall, and not a field did we acquire; all my attendants were gathered there for the work.



^ (Neh. 5:19) Do remember me favorably,* O my God, for all that I have done in behalf of this people.

Or “for good.”









[image: Collage: A circuit overseer visiting a congregation. 1. He conducts a meeting for field service. 2. He meets with the body of elders. 3. He works with a young brother in the ministry.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

They Work Hard to Serve Us






Circuit overseers and their wives show self-sacrificing love for those whom they serve. Like all of us, they have personal needs and sometimes experience tiredness, discouragement, and anxiety. (Jas 5:17) Nonetheless, each week they focus on encouraging the brothers and sisters in the congregation they are visiting. Circuit overseers are truly “worthy of double honor.”​—1Ti 5:17.

When the apostle Paul planned his visit to Rome in order to “impart some spiritual gift” to the congregation there, he looked forward to “an interchange of encouragement.” (Ro 1:11, 12) Have you thought about how you can encourage your circuit overseer and his wife, if married?

WATCH THE VIDEO THE LIFE OF A RURAL CIRCUIT OVERSEER, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  In what ways do circuit overseers and their wives show self-sacrificing love for the congregation?


Your answer





	  How have you personally benefited from their efforts?


Your answer





	  How can we encourage them?


Your answer















^ (Jas. 5:17) E·liʹjah was a man with feelings like ours, and yet when he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.



^ (1 Tim. 5:17) Let the elders who preside in a fine way be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching.



^ (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.








August 14-20

NEHEMIAH 8-9





	Song 110 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“The Joy of Jehovah Is Your Stronghold”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ne 8:2, 8​—If those in attendance “could listen with understanding” to the reading of the Law, why did the Levites also explain it? (it-1 145 ¶2)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ne 8:1-12 (th study 10)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 13)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Invite the person to a meeting, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 11)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 11 point 5 and Some People Say (th study 8)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 132



	“You Can Contribute to Your Family’s Joy”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 54



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 123 and Prayer













^ (Neh. 8:1-9:38) All the people then gathered with one accord at the public square in front of the Water Gate, and they told Ezʹra the copyist* to bring the book of the Law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezʹra the priest brought the Law before the congregation of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read aloud from it before the public square in front of the Water Gate, from daybreak until midday, to the men, the women, and all who could understand; and the people listened attentively to the book of the Law. 4 And Ezʹra the copyist* was standing on a wooden podium made for the occasion; and standing alongside him on his right were Mat·ti·thiʹah, Sheʹma, A·naiʹah, U·riʹah, Hil·kiʹah, and Ma·a·seiʹah; and on his left were Pe·daiʹah, Mishʹa·el, Mal·chiʹjah, Haʹshum, Hash-badʹda·nah, Zech·a·riʹah, and Me·shulʹlam. 5 Ezʹra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people. As he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezʹra praised Jehovah the true God, the great One, at which all the people answered, “Amen!* Amen!” and lifted up their hands. They then bowed low and prostrated themselves to Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 7 And Jeshʹu·a, Baʹni, She·re·biʹah, Jaʹmin, Akʹkub, Shabʹbe·thai, Ho·diʹah, Ma·a·seiʹah, Ke·liʹta, Az·a·riʹah, Joʹza·bad, Haʹnan, and Pe·laʹiah, who were Levites, were explaining the Law to the people, while the people remained standing. 8 And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.* 9 And Ne·he·miʹah, who was then the governor,* Ezʹra the priest and copyist,* and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all the people: “This day is holy to Jehovah your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the Law. 10 He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”* 11 And the Levites were calming all the people, saying: “Be quiet! for this day is holy, and do not feel sad.” 12 So all the people went away to eat and to drink and to send out portions of food and to carry on a great rejoicing, for they understood the words that had been made known to them. 13 And on the second day, the heads of the paternal houses of all the people, the priests, and the Levites gathered around Ezʹra the copyist* to gain further insight into the words of the Law. 14 Then they found written in the Law that Jehovah had commanded through Moses that the Israelites should dwell in booths* during the festival in the seventh month, 15 and that they should make proclamation and announce throughout all their cities and throughout Jerusalem, saying: “Go out to the mountainous region and bring in leafy branches from olive trees, pine trees, myrtle and palm trees, and the leafy branches of other trees to make booths, according to what is written.” 16 So the people went out and brought them in to make booths for themselves, each one on his roof, as well as in their courtyards, in the courtyards of the house of the true God, in the public square of the Water Gate, and in the public square of the Gate of Eʹphra·im. 17 Thus all those of the congregation who had come back from the captivity made booths and were dwelling in the booths, for the Israelites had not done it this way from the days of Joshua the son of Nun until that day, so that there was very great rejoicing. 18 And day by day there was a reading from the book of the Law of the true God, from the first day until the last day. And they held the festival for seven days, and there was a solemn assembly on the eighth day, as was required. 
9 On the 24th day of this month the Israelites assembled; they were fasting with sackcloth and dust on themselves. 2 Those of Israelite descent then separated themselves from all the foreigners, and they stood and confessed their own sins and the errors of their fathers. 3 Then they stood up at their place and read aloud from the book of the Law of Jehovah their God for a fourth of the day;* and for another fourth of it they were confessing and bowing down to Jehovah their God. 4 Jeshʹu·a, Baʹni, Kadʹmi·el, Sheb·a·niʹah, Bunʹni, She·re·biʹah, Baʹni, and Che·naʹni stood on the raised platform of the Levites, and they cried out with a loud voice to Jehovah their God. 5 And the Levites Jeshʹu·a, Kadʹmi·el, Baʹni, Hash·ab·neiʹah, She·re·biʹah, Ho·diʹah, Sheb·a·niʹah, and Peth·a·hiʹah said: “Stand up and praise Jehovah your God throughout all eternity.* And let them praise your glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. 6 “You alone are Jehovah; you made the heavens, yes, the heaven of the heavens and all their army, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. And you preserve all of them alive, and the army of the heavens are bowing down to you. 7 You are Jehovah the true God, who chose Aʹbram and brought him out of Ur of the Chal·deʹans and gave him the name Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful before you, so you made a covenant with him to give him the land of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Amʹor·ites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Jebʹu·sites, and the Girʹga·shites, to give it to his offspring;* and you kept your promises, because you are righteous. 9 “So you saw the affliction of our forefathers in Egypt, and you heard their outcry at the Red Sea. 10 Then you performed signs and miracles against Pharʹaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that they acted presumptuously against them. You made a name for yourself that remains to this day. 11 And you split the sea before them, so that they crossed through the sea on the dry land, and you hurled their pursuers into the depths like a stone thrown into the turbulent waters. 12 You led them by day with a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire, to light up for them the way they should go. 13 And you came down on Mount Siʹnai and spoke with them from heaven and gave them righteous judgments, laws of truth,* good regulations and commandments. 14 You made known to them your holy Sabbath, and you gave them commandments, regulations, and a law through your servant Moses. 15 You gave them bread from heaven when they were hungry, and you brought water out of the crag when they were thirsty, and you told them to enter and take possession of the land that you had sworn* to give to them. 16 “But they, our forefathers, acted presumptuously and became stubborn,* and they would not listen to your commandments. 17 They refused to listen, and they did not remember your extraordinary acts that you performed among them, but they became stubborn* and appointed a head to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive,* compassionate* and merciful, slow to anger and abundant in loyal love,* and you did not abandon them. 18 Even when they made for themselves a metal statue* of a calf and were saying, ‘This is your God who led you up out of Egypt,’ and they committed great acts of disrespect, 19 even then you, in your great mercy, did not abandon them in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud did not depart from over them by day to lead them in the way, nor the pillar of fire by night to light up for them the way they should go. 20 And you gave your good spirit to give them insight, and you did not hold back your manna from their mouth, and you gave them water when they were thirsty. 21 For 40 years you provided them with food in the wilderness. They lacked nothing. Their garments did not wear out, and their feet did not become swollen. 22 “You gave them kingdoms and peoples, apportioning them piece by piece, so that they took possession of the land of Siʹhon, that is, the land of the king of Heshʹbon, as well as the land of Og the king of Baʹshan. 23 And you made their sons as numerous as the stars of the heavens. Then you brought them into the land that you had promised their forefathers that they should enter and possess. 24 So their sons went in and took possession of the land, and you subdued before them the Caʹnaan·ites, who were the inhabitants of the land, and you gave them into their hand, both their kings and the peoples of the land, to do with them as they pleased. 25 And they captured fortified cities and a fertile* land, and they took possession of houses full of all sorts of good things, cisterns already dug, vineyards, olive groves, and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate and grew satisfied and fat, and they basked in your great goodness. 26 “However, they became disobedient and rebelled against you and turned their back on your Law.* They killed your prophets who warned them so as to bring them back to you, and they committed acts of great disrespect. 27 For this you gave them into the hand of their adversaries, who kept causing them distress. But they would cry out to you in the time of their distress, and you would hear from the heavens; and because of your great mercy, you would give them saviors to rescue them out of the hand of their adversaries. 28 “But as soon as they had relief, they would again do what is bad before you, and you would abandon them to the hand of their enemies, who would dominate them.* Then they would return and call to you for help, and you would hear from the heavens and rescue them time and again because of your great mercy. 29 Although you would warn them so as to bring them back to your Law, they behaved presumptuously and refused to listen to your commandments; and they sinned against your regulations, by which a man will live if he observes them. But they stubbornly turned their back and stiffened their neck, and they refused to listen. 30 You extended patience to them for many years and kept warning them by your spirit through your prophets, but they refused to listen. Finally you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands. 31 And in your great mercy, you did not exterminate them or abandon them, for you are a compassionate* and merciful God. 32 “And now, O our God, the God great, mighty, and awe-inspiring, who has kept his covenant and shown loyal love, do not treat lightly all the hardship that has found us, our kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our forefathers, and all your people from the days of the kings of As·syrʹi·a down to this day. 33 You have been righteous in all that has come upon us, for you have acted faithfully; but we are the ones who have acted wickedly. 34 As for our kings, our princes, our priests, and our forefathers, they have not observed your Law nor paid attention to your commandments or to your reminders* by which you warned them. 35 Even when they were in their kingdom and enjoying the abundant goodness that you gave them and they were in the broad and fertile* land that you bestowed on them, they did not serve you and did not turn away from their bad practices. 36 So here we are today, slaves—yes, slaves in the land that you gave to our forefathers to eat its fruitage and its good things. 37 Its abundant produce is for the kings whom you have put over us because of our sins. They rule over our bodies and over our livestock as they see fit, and we are in great distress. 38 “So in view of all this, we are making a binding agreement in writing, and it is attested by the seal of our princes, our Levites, and our priests.”

Or “scribe.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “So be it!”
Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”
Or “the Tirshatha,” a Persian title for a governor of a province.
Or “scribe.”
Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “temporary shelters.”
Or “for three hours.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “reliable laws.”
Lit., “lifted your hand.”
Lit., “hardened their neck.”
Lit., “hardened their neck.”
Or “a God of acts of forgiveness.”
Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “rich.”
Lit., “and cast your Law behind their back.”
Or “crush them.”
Or “gracious.”
Or “warnings.”
Or “rich.”


^ (Neh. 8:2) So Ezʹra the priest brought the Law before the congregation of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month.



^ (Neh. 8:8) And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.*

Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”


^ (Neh. 8:1-12) All the people then gathered with one accord at the public square in front of the Water Gate, and they told Ezʹra the copyist* to bring the book of the Law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezʹra the priest brought the Law before the congregation of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read aloud from it before the public square in front of the Water Gate, from daybreak until midday, to the men, the women, and all who could understand; and the people listened attentively to the book of the Law. 4 And Ezʹra the copyist* was standing on a wooden podium made for the occasion; and standing alongside him on his right were Mat·ti·thiʹah, Sheʹma, A·naiʹah, U·riʹah, Hil·kiʹah, and Ma·a·seiʹah; and on his left were Pe·daiʹah, Mishʹa·el, Mal·chiʹjah, Haʹshum, Hash-badʹda·nah, Zech·a·riʹah, and Me·shulʹlam. 5 Ezʹra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people. As he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezʹra praised Jehovah the true God, the great One, at which all the people answered, “Amen!* Amen!” and lifted up their hands. They then bowed low and prostrated themselves to Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 7 And Jeshʹu·a, Baʹni, She·re·biʹah, Jaʹmin, Akʹkub, Shabʹbe·thai, Ho·diʹah, Ma·a·seiʹah, Ke·liʹta, Az·a·riʹah, Joʹza·bad, Haʹnan, and Pe·laʹiah, who were Levites, were explaining the Law to the people, while the people remained standing. 8 And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.* 9 And Ne·he·miʹah, who was then the governor,* Ezʹra the priest and copyist,* and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all the people: “This day is holy to Jehovah your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the Law. 10 He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”* 11 And the Levites were calming all the people, saying: “Be quiet! for this day is holy, and do not feel sad.” 12 So all the people went away to eat and to drink and to send out portions of food and to carry on a great rejoicing, for they understood the words that had been made known to them.

Or “scribe.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “So be it!”
Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”
Or “the Tirshatha,” a Persian title for a governor of a province.
Or “scribe.”
Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”









[image: Ezra holding a scroll and praising Jehovah before the people.]

Ezra reading the Law to the people and praising Jehovah





TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

“The Joy of Jehovah Is Your Stronghold”






The people congregated to hear Ezra read the Law (Ne 8:1, 2; w13 10/15 21 ¶2; see cover picture)

This was to be a joyous time in the worship of Jehovah, not a time to mourn over past sins (Ne 8:9, 11, 12)

The joy of Jehovah is a stronghold for his servants (Ne 8:10; w07 7/15 22 ¶9-10)



[image: A younger couple chatting happily with an older couple at a regional convention.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘Despite challenges, what specific reasons do I have for joy?’











^ (Neh. 8:1, 2) All the people then gathered with one accord at the public square in front of the Water Gate, and they told Ezʹra the copyist* to bring the book of the Law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezʹra the priest brought the Law before the congregation of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month.

Or “scribe.”


^ (Neh. 8:9) And Ne·he·miʹah, who was then the governor,* Ezʹra the priest and copyist,* and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all the people: “This day is holy to Jehovah your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the Law.

Or “the Tirshatha,” a Persian title for a governor of a province.
Or “scribe.”


^ (Neh. 8:11, 12) And the Levites were calming all the people, saying: “Be quiet! for this day is holy, and do not feel sad.” 12 So all the people went away to eat and to drink and to send out portions of food and to carry on a great rejoicing, for they understood the words that had been made known to them.



^ (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”









[image: Collage: Illustrations based on the video “Cultivate Joy in Your Family.” 1. The daughters watch as their parents enjoy a piece of cake. 2. The daughters giggle during family worship. 3. One of the daughters checks on her ill mother who is lying on a sofa.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

You Can Contribute to Your Family’s Joy






Jehovah wants families to be happy. (Ps 127:3-5; Ec 9:9; 11:9) However, our joy can be disrupted because of stress from this world and the mistakes of family members. What can each member of the family do to contribute to joy?

A husband assigns his wife honor. (1Pe 3:7) He spends time with her. He is realistic in what he expects of her and demonstrates his appreciation for what she does for him and the family. (Col 3:15) He expresses his love and praises her.​—Pr 31:28, 31.

A wife looks for ways to support her husband. (Pr 31:12) She is in subjection to him and cooperates with him. (Col 3:18) She speaks kindly to him and about him.​—Pr 31:26.

Parents give their children their time. (De 6:6, 7) They tell their children that they love them. (Mt 3:17) When giving discipline, they show love and discernment.​—Eph 6:4.

Children honor and obey their parents. (Pr 23:22) They let their parents know their thoughts and feelings. They accept discipline from their parents and show them respect.​—Pr 19:20.

WATCH THE VIDEO DRAMATIZATION CULTIVATE JOY IN YOUR FAMILY, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

What did each one do to cultivate joy in the family?


Your answer











^ (Ps. 127:3-5) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate.

Or “Children.”


^ (Eccl. 9:9) Enjoy life with your beloved wife all the days of your futile life, which He has given you under the sun, all the days of your futility, for that is your lot* in life and in your hard work at which you toil under the sun.

Or “portion.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:7) You husbands, in the same way, continue dwelling with them according to knowledge.* Assign them honor as to a weaker vessel, the feminine one, since they are also heirs with you of the undeserved favor of life, in order for your prayers not to be hindered.

Or “showing them consideration; understanding them.”


^ (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^ (Prov. 31:28) Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her.



^ (Prov. 31:31) Give her the reward for what she does,* And let her works praise her in the city gates.

Lit., “Give her from the fruit of her hands.”


^ (Prov. 31:12) She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life.



^ (Col. 3:18) You wives, be in subjection to your husbands, as it is becoming in the Lord.



^ (Prov. 31:26) She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue.

Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Matt. 3:17) Look! Also, a voice from the heavens said: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.”



^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (Prov. 23:22) Listen to your father who caused your birth, And do not despise your mother just because she has grown old.



^ (Prov. 19:20) Listen to counsel and accept discipline, In order to become wise in your future.








August 21-27

NEHEMIAH 10-11





	Song 37 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“They Made Personal Sacrifices for Jehovah”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ne 10:34​—Why were the people required to supply wood? (w06 2/1 11 ¶1)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ne 10:28-39 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Invite the person to a meeting, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 1)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure, and briefly consider “How to Get the Most Out of These Bible Lessons.” (th study 4)



	Talk: (5 min.) w11 2/15 15-16 ¶12-15​—Theme: Sacrifices That Please God Today. (th study 20)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 81



	“What Are Your Goals for the New Service Year?”: (10 min.) Discussion.



	“Special Campaign to Publicize God’s Kingdom in September!”: (5 min.) Talk by the service overseer. Build enthusiasm for the campaign, and outline local arrangements.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 55 points 1-4



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 92 and Prayer













^ (Neh. 10:1-11:36) Those who attested it by putting their seal to it were: Ne·he·miʹah the governor,* the son of Hac·a·liʹah, And Zed·e·kiʹah, 2 Se·raiʹah, Az·a·riʹah, Jeremiah, 3 Pashʹhur, Am·a·riʹah, Mal·chiʹjah, 4 Hatʹtush, Sheb·a·niʹah, Malʹluch, 5 Haʹrim, Merʹe·moth, O·ba·diʹah, 6 Daniel, Ginʹne·thon, Barʹuch, 7 Me·shulʹlam, A·biʹjah, Mijʹa·min, 8 Ma·a·ziʹah, Bilʹgai, and She·maiʹah; these are the priests. 9 Also the Levites: Jeshʹu·a the son of Az·a·niʹah, Binʹnu·i of the sons of Henʹa·dad, Kadʹmi·el, 10 and their brothers Sheb·a·niʹah, Ho·diʹah, Ke·liʹta, Pe·laʹiah, Haʹnan, 11 Miʹca, Reʹhob, Hash·a·biʹah, 12 Zacʹcur, She·re·biʹah, Sheb·a·niʹah, 13 Ho·diʹah, Baʹni, and Be·niʹnu. 14 The heads of the people: Paʹrosh, Paʹhath-moʹab, Eʹlam, Zatʹtu, Baʹni, 15 Bunʹni, Azʹgad, Beʹbai, 16 Ad·o·niʹjah, Bigʹvai, Aʹdin, 17 Aʹter, Hez·e·kiʹah, Azʹzur, 18 Ho·diʹah, Haʹshum, Beʹzai, 19 Haʹriph, Anʹa·thoth, Neʹbai, 20 Magʹpi·ash, Me·shulʹlam, Heʹzir, 21 Me·shezʹa·bel, Zaʹdok, Jadʹdu·a, 22 Pel·a·tiʹah, Haʹnan, A·naiʹah, 23 Ho·sheʹa, Han·a·niʹah, Hasʹshub, 24 Hal·loʹhesh, Pilʹha, Shoʹbek, 25 Reʹhum, Ha·shabʹnah, Ma·a·seiʹah, 26 A·hiʹjah, Haʹnan, Aʹnan, 27 Malʹluch, Haʹrim, and Baʹa·nah. 28 The rest of the people—the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants,* and everyone who separated himself from the peoples of the lands to follow the Law of the true God, along with their wives, their sons, and their daughters, all those with knowledge and understanding*— 29 joined their brothers, their prominent men, and bound themselves with a curse and an oath, to walk in the Law of the true God, which had been given through Moses the servant of the true God, and to observe carefully all the commandments of Jehovah our Lord, his judgments, and his regulations. 30 We will not give our daughters to the peoples of the land, and we will not take their daughters for our sons. 31 If the peoples of the land bring in their wares and every kind of grain to sell on the Sabbath day, we will not buy anything from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. We will also forgo the produce of the seventh year and every outstanding debt. 32 Also, we imposed the obligation on ourselves for each of us to give a third of a shekel* yearly for the service of the house* of our God, 33 for the layer bread,* the regular grain offering, the regular burnt offering of the Sabbaths and the new moons, and for the appointed feasts, for the holy things, for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 34 Also, we cast lots concerning the supply of the wood that the priests, the Levites, and the people should bring to the house of our God by our paternal houses, at the appointed times, year by year, to burn on the altar of Jehovah our God, according to what is written in the Law. 35 We will also bring the first ripe fruits of our land and the first ripe fruits of every sort of fruit tree, year by year, to the house of Jehovah, 36 as well as the firstborn of our sons and of our livestock—according to what is written in the Law—and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks. We will bring them to the house of our God, to the priests who minister at the house of our God. 37 Also, the firstfruits of our coarse meal, our contributions, the fruitage of every sort of tree, new wine, and oil, we should bring to the priests to the storerooms* of the house of our God, along with the tenth* from our land to the Levites, for the Levites are the ones who collect the tenths in all our agricultural cities. 38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, must be with the Levites when the Levites collect the tenth; and the Levites should offer up a tenth of the tenth to the house of our God, to the rooms* of the storehouse. 39 For it is to the storerooms* that the Israelites and the sons of the Levites should bring the contribution of the grain, the new wine, and the oil, and that is where the utensils of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, the gatekeepers, and the singers. We will not neglect the house of our God. 
11 Now the princes of the people were living in Jerusalem; but the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the other nine stayed in the other cities. 2 Moreover, the people blessed all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem. 3 And these are the heads of the province* who lived in Jerusalem. (The rest of Israel, the priests, the Levites, the temple servants,* and the sons of the servants of Solʹo·mon, lived in the other cities of Judah, each one in his own possession in his city. 4 Also, there lived in Jerusalem some of the people of Judah and of Benjamin.) Of the people of Judah were A·thaiʹah son of Uz·ziʹah son of Zech·a·riʹah son of Am·a·riʹah son of Sheph·a·tiʹah son of Ma·halʹa·lel of the sons of Peʹrez, 5 and Ma·a·seiʹah son of Barʹuch son of Col·hoʹzeh son of Ha·zaiʹah son of A·daiʹah son of Joiʹa·rib son of Zech·a·riʹah son of the She·laʹnite. 6 All the sons of Peʹrez who were dwelling in Jerusalem were 468 capable men. 7 And these were the people of Benjamin: Salʹlu son of Me·shulʹlam son of Joʹed son of Pe·daiʹah son of Ko·laiʹah son of Ma·a·seiʹah son of Ithʹi·el son of Je·shaʹiah, 8 and after him Gab·baʹi and Sal·laʹi, 928; 9 and Joel the son of Zichʹri was their overseer, and Judah the son of Has·se·nuʹah was second in charge of the city. 10 Of the priests: Je·daʹiah son of Joiʹa·rib, Jaʹchin, 11 Se·raiʹah son of Hil·kiʹah son of Me·shulʹlam son of Zaʹdok son of Me·raʹioth son of A·hiʹtub, a leader of the house* of the true God, 12 and their brothers who did the work of the house, 822; and A·daiʹah son of Je·roʹham son of Pel·a·liʹah son of Amʹzi son of Zech·a·riʹah son of Pashʹhur son of Mal·chiʹjah, 13 and his brothers, heads of paternal houses, 242; and A·mashʹsai son of Azʹar·el son of Ahʹzai son of Me·shilʹle·moth son of Imʹmer, 14 and their brothers who were mighty, courageous men, 128; and their overseer was Zabʹdi·el, a member of a prominent family. 15 And of the Levites: She·maiʹah son of Hasʹshub son of Az·riʹkam son of Hash·a·biʹah son of Bunʹni, 16 and Shabʹbe·thai and Joʹza·bad, of the heads of the Levites, who were in charge of the outside business of the house of the true God; 17 and Mat·ta·niʹah, son of Miʹcah son of Zabʹdi son of Aʹsaph, the conductor of the singing, who led the praises during prayer, and Bak·bu·kiʹah, the second of his brothers, and Abʹda son of Sham·muʹa son of Gaʹlal son of Je·duʹthun. 18 All the Levites in the holy city were 284. 19 And the gatekeepers were Akʹkub, Talʹmon, and their brothers who kept guard in the gates, 172. 20 The rest of Israel, the priests, and the Levites were in all the other cities of Judah, each in his own inherited property.* 21 The temple servants* were living in Oʹphel, and Ziʹha and Gishʹpa were in charge of the temple servants.* 22 The overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzʹzi son of Baʹni son of Hash·a·biʹah son of Mat·ta·niʹah son of Miʹca, of the sons of Aʹsaph, the singers; he was in charge of the work of the house of the true God. 23 For there was a royal order in their behalf, and there was a fixed provision for the singers as each day required. 24 And Peth·a·hiʹah son of Me·shezʹa·bel of the sons of Zeʹrah son of Judah was the king’s adviser* for every matter of the people. 25 Regarding the settlements with their fields, some of the people of Judah lived in Kirʹi·ath-arʹba and its dependent* towns, in Diʹbon and its dependent towns, in Je·kabʹze·el and its settlements, 26 in Jeshʹu·a, in Mo·laʹdah, in Beth-pelʹet, 27 in Haʹzar-shuʹal, in Beʹer-sheʹba and its dependent* towns, 28 in Zikʹlag, in Me·coʹnah and its dependent* towns, 29 in En-rimʹmon, in Zorʹah, and in Jarʹmuth, 30 in Za·noʹah, in A·dulʹlam and their settlements, in Laʹchish and its fields, and in A·zeʹkah and its dependent* towns. They settled* from Beʹer-sheʹba clear to the Valley of Hinʹnom. 31 And the people of Benjamin were in Geʹba, Michʹmash, Aiʹja, Bethʹel and its dependent* towns, 32 Anʹa·thoth, Nob, A·na·niʹah, 33 Haʹzor, Raʹmah, Gitʹta·im, 34 Haʹdid, Ze·boʹim, Ne·balʹlat, 35 Lod, and Oʹno, the valley of the craftsmen. 36 And some divisions of the Levites from Judah were assigned to Benjamin.

Or “the Tirshatha,” a Persian title for a governor of a province.
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or possibly, “all those old enough to understand.”
A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.
Or “temple.”
That is, the showbread.
Or “dining halls.”
Or “tithes.”
Or “dining halls.”
Or “dining halls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “temple.”
Or “his own inheritance.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Lit., “was at the king’s hand.”
Or “surrounding.”
Or “surrounding.”
Or “surrounding.”
Or “surrounding.”
Or “camped.”
Or “surrounding.”


^ (Neh. 10:34) Also, we cast lots concerning the supply of the wood that the priests, the Levites, and the people should bring to the house of our God by our paternal houses, at the appointed times, year by year, to burn on the altar of Jehovah our God, according to what is written in the Law.



^ (Neh. 10:28-39) The rest of the people—the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants,* and everyone who separated himself from the peoples of the lands to follow the Law of the true God, along with their wives, their sons, and their daughters, all those with knowledge and understanding*— 29 joined their brothers, their prominent men, and bound themselves with a curse and an oath, to walk in the Law of the true God, which had been given through Moses the servant of the true God, and to observe carefully all the commandments of Jehovah our Lord, his judgments, and his regulations. 30 We will not give our daughters to the peoples of the land, and we will not take their daughters for our sons. 31 If the peoples of the land bring in their wares and every kind of grain to sell on the Sabbath day, we will not buy anything from them on the Sabbath or on a holy day. We will also forgo the produce of the seventh year and every outstanding debt. 32 Also, we imposed the obligation on ourselves for each of us to give a third of a shekel* yearly for the service of the house* of our God, 33 for the layer bread,* the regular grain offering, the regular burnt offering of the Sabbaths and the new moons, and for the appointed feasts, for the holy things, for the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God. 34 Also, we cast lots concerning the supply of the wood that the priests, the Levites, and the people should bring to the house of our God by our paternal houses, at the appointed times, year by year, to burn on the altar of Jehovah our God, according to what is written in the Law. 35 We will also bring the first ripe fruits of our land and the first ripe fruits of every sort of fruit tree, year by year, to the house of Jehovah, 36 as well as the firstborn of our sons and of our livestock—according to what is written in the Law—and the firstborn of our herds and of our flocks. We will bring them to the house of our God, to the priests who minister at the house of our God. 37 Also, the firstfruits of our coarse meal, our contributions, the fruitage of every sort of tree, new wine, and oil, we should bring to the priests to the storerooms* of the house of our God, along with the tenth* from our land to the Levites, for the Levites are the ones who collect the tenths in all our agricultural cities. 38 And the priest, the son of Aaron, must be with the Levites when the Levites collect the tenth; and the Levites should offer up a tenth of the tenth to the house of our God, to the rooms* of the storehouse. 39 For it is to the storerooms* that the Israelites and the sons of the Levites should bring the contribution of the grain, the new wine, and the oil, and that is where the utensils of the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, the gatekeepers, and the singers. We will not neglect the house of our God.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or possibly, “all those old enough to understand.”
A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.
Or “temple.”
That is, the showbread.
Or “dining halls.”
Or “tithes.”
Or “dining halls.”
Or “dining halls.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

They Made Personal Sacrifices for Jehovah






Families were asked to leave their hereditary possession and move to Jerusalem (Ne 11:1; w98 10/15 22 ¶13)

Those who were willing to make such sacrifices were blessed (Ne 11:2; w86 2/15 26)

Blessings from Jehovah are always greater than any sacrifices we may make (Mal 3:10; w16.04 8 ¶15)



[image: Collage: 1. A couple pack their belongings into boxes and a suitcase. 2. The same couple, now serving in a foreign land, share the good news with a woman.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘What blessings have I received for the sacrifices that I have made to serve Jehovah?’









^ (Neh. 11:1) Now the princes of the people were living in Jerusalem; but the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the other nine stayed in the other cities.



^ (Neh. 11:2) Moreover, the people blessed all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem.



^ (Mal. 3:10) Bring the entire tithe* into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house; and test me out, please, in this regard,” Jehovah of armies says, “to see whether I will not open to you the floodgates of the heavens and pour out* on you a blessing until there is nothing lacking.”

Or “all the tenth parts.”
Lit., “empty out.”









[image: A winding path depicting spiritual goals we can set. Signs posted along the path represent personal study, preaching, Christian qualities, and teaching ability.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

What Are Your Goals for the New Service Year?




Spiritual goals include anything we work hard to achieve so that we can serve Jehovah more fully and make him happy. They help us make advancement in the truth and are worth sacrifices of our time and energy. (1Ti 4:15) Why should we assess our goals regularly? Because circumstances change. A past goal may no longer be realistic, or we may have reached it and can set another.

A good time to assess goals is before the start of a new service year. Why not discuss the subject during family worship and set some personal and family goals?

What are your specific goals in the following areas, and what steps do you plan to take to reach them?


Bible reading, personal study, meeting attendance, commenting.​—w02 6/15 15 ¶14-15


Your answer



Field ministry.​—w23.05 27 ¶4-5


Your answer



Christian qualities.​—w22.04 23 ¶5-6


Your answer



Other:


Your answer









^ (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.










[image: Jesus sitting on his throne in heaven, ruling as King over the Paradise earth.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Special Campaign to Publicize God’s Kingdom in September!






During September, we will make a special effort to point to God’s Kingdom as the only solution for mankind’s problems. (Mt 24:14) How can you participate? Share a scripture regarding God’s Kingdom with as many people as possible during the month. If someone expresses interest, offer the person a copy of the public edition of The Watchtower No. 2 2020. Then follow up on the interest as soon as possible, and try to start a Bible study using the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. All those serving as auxiliary pioneers during the month of September may choose a 15- or 30-hour requirement.



[image: “The Watchtower” No. 2 2020, entitled “What Is God’s Kingdom?”]



God’s Kingdom will soon crush all authority in opposition to it. (Da 2:44; 1Co 15:24, 25) May we take full advantage of this special opportunity to show our allegiance to Jehovah and his Kingdom!









^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (1 Cor. 15:24, 25) Next, the end, when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father, when he has brought to nothing all government and all authority and power. 25 For he must rule as king until God has put all enemies under his feet.








August 28–September 3

NEHEMIAH 12-13





	Song 34 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Be Loyal to Jehovah When Choosing Friends”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	Ne 13:10​—Since temple singers were Levites, why were they listed separately? (it-2 452 ¶9)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) Ne 12:27-39 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our website, and leave a jw.org contact card. (th study 16)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Tell the person about our Bible study program, and leave a Bible course contact card. (th study 3)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 11 summary, review, and goal (th study 20)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 108



	Local Needs: (5 min.)



	“Imitate Jehovah’s Loyal Love”: (10 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 55 point 5 and summary, review, and goal



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 84 and Prayer













^ (Neh. 12:1-13:31) These were the priests and the Levites who went up with Ze·rubʹba·bel the son of She·alʹti·el, and Jeshʹu·a: Se·raiʹah, Jeremiah, Ezʹra, 2 Am·a·riʹah, Malʹluch, Hatʹtush, 3 Shec·a·niʹah, Reʹhum, Merʹe·moth, 4 Idʹdo, Ginʹne·thoi, A·biʹjah, 5 Mijʹa·min, Ma·a·diʹah, Bilʹgah, 6 She·maiʹah, Joiʹa·rib, Je·daʹiah, 7 Salʹlu, Aʹmok, Hil·kiʹah, and Je·daʹiah. These were the heads of the priests and their brothers in the days of Jeshʹu·a. 8 The Levites were Jeshʹu·a, Binʹnu·i, Kadʹmi·el, She·re·biʹah, Judah, and Mat·ta·niʹah, who led the songs of thanksgiving along with his brothers. 9 And Bak·bu·kiʹah and Unʹni their brothers stood opposite them for guard duties.* 10 Jeshʹu·a became father to Joiʹa·kim, and Joiʹa·kim became father to E·liʹa·shib, and E·liʹa·shib to Joiʹa·da. 11 And Joiʹa·da became father to Jonʹa·than, and Jonʹa·than became father to Jadʹdu·a. 12 In the days of Joiʹa·kim, these were the priests, the heads of the paternal houses: for Se·raiʹah, Me·raiʹah; for Jeremiah, Han·a·niʹah; 13 for Ezʹra, Me·shulʹlam; for Am·a·riʹah, Je·ho·haʹnan; 14 for Malʹlu·chi, Jonʹa·than; for Sheb·a·niʹah, Joseph; 15 for Haʹrim, Adʹna; for Me·raʹioth, Helʹkai; 16 for Idʹdo, Zech·a·riʹah; for Ginʹne·thon, Me·shulʹlam; 17 for A·biʹjah, Zichʹri; for Mi·niʹa·min, . . .  ;* for Mo·a·diʹah, Pilʹtai; 18 for Bilʹgah, Sham·muʹa; for She·maiʹah, Je·honʹa·than; 19 for Joiʹa·rib, Mat·teʹnai; for Je·daʹiah, Uzʹzi; 20 for Sal·laʹi, Kalʹlai; for Aʹmok, Eʹber; 21 for Hil·kiʹah, Hash·a·biʹah; for Je·daʹiah, Ne·thanʹel. 22 The heads of the paternal houses of the Levites in the days of E·liʹa·shib, Joiʹa·da, Jo·haʹnan, and Jadʹdu·a were recorded, as were the priests, down to the kingship of Da·riʹus the Persian. 23 The Levites who were heads of the paternal houses were recorded in the book of the history of the times, down to the days of Jo·haʹnan the son of E·liʹa·shib. 24 The heads of the Levites were Hash·a·biʹah, She·re·biʹah, and Jeshʹu·a the son of Kadʹmi·el, and their brothers stood opposite them to offer praise and give thanks according to the instructions of David the man of the true God, guard group corresponding to guard group. 25 Mat·ta·niʹah, Bak·bu·kiʹah, O·ba·diʹah, Me·shulʹlam, Talʹmon, and Akʹkub were standing guard as gatekeepers, guarding the storerooms by the gates. 26 These served in the days of Joiʹa·kim the son of Jeshʹu·a the son of Joʹza·dak and in the days of Ne·he·miʹah the governor and Ezʹra the priest and copyist.* 27 At the inauguration of the walls of Jerusalem, they sought the Levites and brought them to Jerusalem from all the places they lived to celebrate the inauguration with rejoicing, with songs of thanksgiving, and with cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps. 28 And the sons of the singers* gathered together from the district,* from all around Jerusalem, from the settlements of the Ne·tophʹa·thites, 29 from Beth-gilʹgal, and from the fields of Geʹba and Azʹma·veth, for the singers had built settlements for themselves all around Jerusalem. 30 And the priests and the Levites purified themselves, and they purified the people, the gates, and the wall. 31 Then I brought the princes of Judah up on top of the wall. Further, I appointed two large thanksgiving choirs and processions, and the one walked to the right on the wall toward the Gate of the Ash Heaps. 32 Ho·shaiʹah and half of the princes of Judah walked behind them, 33 along with Az·a·riʹah, Ezʹra, Me·shulʹlam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, She·maiʹah, and Jeremiah. 35 With them were some of the sons of the priests with the trumpets: Zech·a·riʹah son of Jonʹa·than son of She·maiʹah son of Mat·ta·niʹah son of Mi·caiʹah son of Zacʹcur son of Aʹsaph, 36 and his brothers She·maiʹah, Azʹar·el, Milʹa·lai, Gilʹa·lai, Maʹai, Ne·thanʹel, Judah, and Ha·naʹni, with the musical instruments of David the man of the true God; and Ezʹra the copyist* went before them. 37 At the Fountain Gate they went straight ahead up the Stairway of the City of David by the ascent of the wall above the House of David and on to the Water Gate to the east. 38 The other thanksgiving choir walked in the opposite direction,* and I followed it with half of the people, on the wall up over the Tower of the Ovens and on to the Broad Wall 39 and up over the Gate of Eʹphra·im and on to the Gate of the Old City and on to the Fish Gate, the Tower of Ha·nanʹel, the Tower of Meʹah, and on to the Sheep Gate; and they came to a halt at the Gate of the Guard. 40 At length the two thanksgiving choirs stood before the house of the true God; so did I and half of the deputy rulers with me, 41 and the priests E·liʹa·kim, Ma·a·seiʹah, Mi·niʹa·min, Mi·caiʹah, Eli·o·eʹnai, Zech·a·riʹah, and Han·a·niʹah, with the trumpets, 42 and Ma·a·seiʹah, She·maiʹah, El·e·aʹzar, Uzʹzi, Je·ho·haʹnan, Mal·chiʹjah, Eʹlam, and Eʹzer. And the singers sang loudly under the oversight of Iz·ra·hiʹah. 43 On that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced, for the true God made them rejoice with great joy. The women and the children also rejoiced, so that the rejoicing of Jerusalem could be heard far away. 44 On that day men were appointed over the storehouses for the contributions, the firstfruits, and the tenths.* Into them they were to gather from the fields of the cities the portions required by the Law for the priests and the Levites, for there was rejoicing in Judah because of the priests and the Levites who were ministering. 45 And they began taking care of the duties of their God and the obligation of the purification, as did the singers and the gatekeepers, according to the instructions of David and his son Solʹo·mon. 46 For long ago in the days of David and Aʹsaph, there were directors* for the singers and for the songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. 47 And during the days of Ze·rubʹba·bel and during the days of Ne·he·miʹah, all Israel gave portions to the singers and the gatekeepers, according to the daily need. They also set aside the portion for the Levites, and the Levites set aside the portion for the descendants of Aaron. 
13 On that day the book of Moses was read in the hearing of the people, and it was found written that no Amʹmon·ite or Moʹab·ite should ever enter the congregation of the true God, 2 for they had not met the Israelites with bread and water, but instead they had hired Baʹlaam against them to curse them. However, our God had changed the curse into a blessing. 3 As soon as they heard the Law, they began to separate from Israel all those of foreign descent.* 4 Now before this, the priest in charge of the storerooms* of the house* of our God was E·liʹa·shib, a relative of To·biʹah. 5 He had made available for him a large storeroom,* where previously they used to put the grain offering, the frankincense, and the utensils and the tenth* of the grain, the new wine, and the oil, to which the Levites, the singers, and the gatekeepers are entitled, along with the contribution for the priests. 6 And during all this time I was not in Jerusalem, for I went to the king in the 32nd year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes of Babylon; and sometime later I asked the king for a leave of absence. 7 Then I came to Jerusalem and noticed the terrible thing that E·liʹa·shib had done in behalf of To·biʹah, making a storeroom available for him in the courtyard of the house of the true God. 8 This was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of To·biʹah’s household furniture out of the storeroom.* 9 After that I gave orders, and they cleansed the storerooms;* and I put back there the utensils of the house of the true God, with the grain offering and the frankincense. 10 I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, so that the Levites and the singers who did the work had gone off, each to his own field. 11 So I reprimanded the deputy rulers and said: “Why has the house of the true God been neglected?” Then I gathered them together and assigned them back to their posts. 12 And all Judah brought in the tenth of the grain, the new wine, and the oil to the storerooms. 13 Then I put Shel·e·miʹah the priest, Zaʹdok the copyist,* and Pe·daiʹah of the Levites in charge of the storerooms, and Haʹnan the son of Zacʹcur the son of Mat·ta·niʹah was their assistant, for these men were considered reliable. It was their responsibility to make the distribution to their brothers. 14 Do remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my acts of loyal love that I have done for the house of my God and its services.* 15 In those days I saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath, bringing in heaps of grain and loading them on donkeys, and bringing wine, grapes, figs, and every sort of load into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. So I warned them against selling provisions on that day.* 16 And the Tyrʹi·ans who lived in the city were bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise, selling them to the people of Judah and in Jerusalem on the Sabbath. 17 So I reprimanded the nobles of Judah and said to them: “What is this evil thing that you are doing, even profaning the Sabbath day? 18 Was not this what your forefathers did, so that our God brought all this disaster on us and also on this city? Now you are adding to the burning anger against Israel by profaning the Sabbath.” 19 So as soon as the shadows began to fall on the gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I ordered that the doors be closed. I also said that they should not open them until after the Sabbath, and I stationed some of my own attendants at the gates so that no loads would be brought in on the Sabbath day. 20 So the traders and the sellers of all kinds of merchandise spent the night outside Jerusalem once or twice. 21 Then I warned them and said to them: “Why are you spending the night in front of the wall? If you do it again, I will use force against you.” From that time on they did not come on the Sabbath. 22 And I told the Levites that they should regularly purify themselves and come and guard the gates to keep the Sabbath day holy. This, also, do remember to my credit, O my God, and show me pity according to your abundant loyal love. 23 In those days I also saw Jews who had married* Ashʹdod·ite, Amʹmon·ite, and Moʹab·ite women. 24 Half of their sons were speaking Ashʹdod·ite and half spoke the language of the different peoples, but none of them knew how to speak the language of the Jews. 25 So I reprimanded them and called down a curse on them and struck some of the men and pulled out their hair and made them swear by God: “You should not give your daughters to their sons, and you should not accept any of their daughters for your sons or yourselves. 26 Was it not because of these that King Solʹo·mon of Israel sinned? Among the many nations there was no king like him; and he was loved by his God, so that God made him king over all Israel. But the foreign wives caused even him to sin. 27 Is it not something unheard of for you to commit this great evil in acting unfaithfully against our God by marrying foreign women?” 28 One of the sons of Joiʹa·da the son of E·liʹa·shib the high priest had become a son-in-law of San·balʹlat the Horʹo·nite. So I drove him away from me. 29 Do remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priesthood and the Levites. 30 And I purified them from every foreign defilement, and I assigned duties to the priests and to the Levites, each to his own service, 31 and arranged for the supply of the wood at appointed times and for the first ripe fruits. Do remember me favorably,* O my God.

Or possibly, “during the service.”
The Hebrew text evidently omits a name here.
Or “scribe.”
Or “And the trained singers.”
That is, the district around the Jordan.
Or “scribe.”
Or “in front.”
Or “tithes.”
Lit., “heads.”
Or “mixed descent.”
Or “dining halls.”
Or “temple.”
Or “dining hall.”
Or “tithe.”
Or “dining hall.”
Or “dining halls.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “guardianship.”
Or possibly, “warned them on that day not to sell provisions.”
Or “had taken into their houses.”
Or “for good.”


^ (Neh. 13:10) I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, so that the Levites and the singers who did the work had gone off, each to his own field.



^ (Neh. 12:27-39) At the inauguration of the walls of Jerusalem, they sought the Levites and brought them to Jerusalem from all the places they lived to celebrate the inauguration with rejoicing, with songs of thanksgiving, and with cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps. 28 And the sons of the singers* gathered together from the district,* from all around Jerusalem, from the settlements of the Ne·tophʹa·thites, 29 from Beth-gilʹgal, and from the fields of Geʹba and Azʹma·veth, for the singers had built settlements for themselves all around Jerusalem. 30 And the priests and the Levites purified themselves, and they purified the people, the gates, and the wall. 31 Then I brought the princes of Judah up on top of the wall. Further, I appointed two large thanksgiving choirs and processions, and the one walked to the right on the wall toward the Gate of the Ash Heaps. 32 Ho·shaiʹah and half of the princes of Judah walked behind them, 33 along with Az·a·riʹah, Ezʹra, Me·shulʹlam, 34 Judah, Benjamin, She·maiʹah, and Jeremiah. 35 With them were some of the sons of the priests with the trumpets: Zech·a·riʹah son of Jonʹa·than son of She·maiʹah son of Mat·ta·niʹah son of Mi·caiʹah son of Zacʹcur son of Aʹsaph, 36 and his brothers She·maiʹah, Azʹar·el, Milʹa·lai, Gilʹa·lai, Maʹai, Ne·thanʹel, Judah, and Ha·naʹni, with the musical instruments of David the man of the true God; and Ezʹra the copyist* went before them. 37 At the Fountain Gate they went straight ahead up the Stairway of the City of David by the ascent of the wall above the House of David and on to the Water Gate to the east. 38 The other thanksgiving choir walked in the opposite direction,* and I followed it with half of the people, on the wall up over the Tower of the Ovens and on to the Broad Wall 39 and up over the Gate of Eʹphra·im and on to the Gate of the Old City and on to the Fish Gate, the Tower of Ha·nanʹel, the Tower of Meʹah, and on to the Sheep Gate; and they came to a halt at the Gate of the Guard.

Or “And the trained singers.”
That is, the district around the Jordan.
Or “scribe.”
Or “in front.”









[image: Nehemiah throwing Tobiah’s belongings out of a temple dining hall.]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Be Loyal to Jehovah When Choosing Friends






Ammonites and Moabites were not permitted to “enter the congregation” because of their history of opposition to God’s people (Ne 13:1, 2; it-1 95 ¶5)

High Priest Eliashib allowed an Ammonite to make use of a dining hall in the temple (Ne 13:4, 5; w13 8/15 4 ¶5-6)

Nehemiah showed loyalty to Jehovah by ending Eliashib’s arrangement with God’s enemy (Ne 13:7-9)

If we choose friends who do not love Jehovah, are we being loyal to Jehovah?​—w96 3/15 16 ¶6.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘How does Jehovah feel about my choice of associates?’









^ (Neh. 13:1, 2) On that day the book of Moses was read in the hearing of the people, and it was found written that no Amʹmon·ite or Moʹab·ite should ever enter the congregation of the true God, 2 for they had not met the Israelites with bread and water, but instead they had hired Baʹlaam against them to curse them. However, our God had changed the curse into a blessing.



^ (Neh. 13:4, 5) Now before this, the priest in charge of the storerooms* of the house* of our God was E·liʹa·shib, a relative of To·biʹah. 5 He had made available for him a large storeroom,* where previously they used to put the grain offering, the frankincense, and the utensils and the tenth* of the grain, the new wine, and the oil, to which the Levites, the singers, and the gatekeepers are entitled, along with the contribution for the priests.

Or “dining halls.”
Or “temple.”
Or “dining hall.”
Or “tithe.”


^ (Neh. 13:7-9) Then I came to Jerusalem and noticed the terrible thing that E·liʹa·shib had done in behalf of To·biʹah, making a storeroom available for him in the courtyard of the house of the true God. 8 This was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of To·biʹah’s household furniture out of the storeroom.* 9 After that I gave orders, and they cleansed the storerooms;* and I put back there the utensils of the house of the true God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.

Or “dining hall.”
Or “dining halls.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Imitate Jehovah’s Loyal Love






Jehovah provides the greatest example of loyal love. (Ps 103:11) This love is no momentary attraction or fickle affection. Loyal love involves a deep, lasting attachment. Jehovah demonstrated this quality for his people Israel in many ways. He freed them from bondage in Egypt and brought them into the Promised Land. (Ps 105:42-44) He fought for his people and repeatedly forgave them when they sinned. (Ps 107:19, 20) As we “carefully consider Jehovah’s acts of loyal love,” we are motivated to imitate him.​—Ps 107:43.



[image: Collage: Illustrations based on the video “Carefully Consider Jehovah’s Acts of Loyal Love.” 1. Brother Capra and another brother visit a sister at her home. 2. Brother Capra, now imprisoned in a cell with other brothers, gives some food to an ill brother who lies in bed.]



WATCH THE VIDEO DRAMATIZATION “CAREFULLY CONSIDER JEHOVAH’S ACTS OF LOYAL LOVE,” AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  In what ways can we demonstrate loyal love?


Your answer





	  Why does showing loyal love require making sacrifices?


Your answer















^ (Ps. 103:11) For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So great is his loyal love toward those who fear him.



^ (Ps. 105:42-44) For he remembered the holy promise he had made to Abraham his servant. 43 So he brought out his people with exultation, His chosen ones with a joyful cry. 44 He gave them the lands of nations; They inherited what other peoples had worked hard to produce,



^ (Ps. 107:19, 20) They would call to Jehovah for help in their distress; He would save them from their plight. 20 He would send his word and heal them And rescue them from the pits they were trapped in.



^ (Ps. 107:43) Whoever is wise will observe these things And will carefully consider Jehovah’s acts of loyal love.








APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

Sample Conversations





Initial Call


Question: How do we know that our suffering is not punishment from God?

Scripture: Jas 1:13

Link: Why do we suffer?

FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

	

[image: The tract “Will Suffering Ever End?”]



  T-34










Return Visit


Question: Why do we suffer?

Scripture: 1Jo 5:19

Link: How does God feel about our suffering?

FIND THIS SCRIPTURE IN THE TEACHING TOOLBOX:

	

[image: The tract “Who Really Controls the World?”]



  T-33













^ (Jas. 1:13) When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.



^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.







1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16






^ ***sjj song 148 Jehovah Provides Escape***


SONG 148

Jehovah Provides Escape


(2 Samuel 22:1-8)


	1. The living God, Jehovah, you have proved to be;

Your mighty works abound

in earth and sky and sea.

No rival god can equal what you have done

​—there is none.

Our foes will be consumed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	2. Though ropes of death encircle me, I call to you,

“Jehovah, give me strength,

and give me courage too.”

From your own temple dwelling, you hear my plea,

“Shelter me;

Rescue me, O my God.”

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	3. From heaven you will thunder

and give forth your voice.

Your enemies will quake;

your servants will rejoice.

You prove to be whatever you need to be;

all will see

How you provide escape.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.









(See also Ps. 18:1, 2; 144:1, 2.)





^ (2 Sam. 22:1-8) And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah rescued him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of Saul’s hand. 2 He said: “Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me.  3 My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.  4 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  5 The waves of death broke all around me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  6 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  7 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept calling. Then from his temple he heard my voice, And my cry for help reached his ears.  8 Back and forth the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the heavens trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 18:1, 2) I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 144:1, 2) May Jehovah, my Rock, be praised, Who trains my hands for battle, My fingers for warfare.  2 He is my loyal love and my stronghold, My secure refuge* and my rescuer, My shield and the One in whom I have taken shelter, The One subduing peoples under me.

Or “secure height.”








^ ***w93 6/15 p. 32 Can You Trust the Bible?***

The coin was made in Tarsus, a city in the southeastern part of what is now Turkey. The coin was produced during the rule of the Persian governor Mazaeus in the fourth century B.C.E. It identifies him as governor of the province “Beyond the River,” that is, the Euphrates River.

But why is that phrase interesting? Because you will find the same designation in your Bible. Ezra 5:6–6:13 sets out correspondence between the Persian king Darius and a governor named Tattenai. At issue was the Jews’ rebuilding of their temple in Jerusalem. Ezra was a skilled copyist of God’s Law, and you would expect him to be precise, accurate in what he wrote. You will see at Ezra 5:6 and 6:13 that he termed Tattenai “the governor beyond the River.”

Ezra penned that about 460 B.C.E., some 100 years before this coin was minted. Oh, some people might feel that the designation for an ancient official is a minor detail. But if you can rely on the Bible writers in even such small details, should that not increase your confidence in what else they wrote?



^ (Ezra 5:6-6:13) Here is a copy of the letter that Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River and Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai and his colleagues, the lesser governors of the region Beyond the River, sent to King Da·riʹus; 7 they sent the report to him, and this is what they wrote: “To King Da·riʹus: “All peace! 8 Let it be known to the king that we went to the province* of Judah to the house of the great God, and it is being built with large stones rolled into place, and timbers are being laid in the walls. The work is being eagerly done by the people and is making progress through their efforts. 9 Then we questioned their elders, asking them: ‘Who issued an order to you to build this house and to finish this structure?’* 10 We also asked them their names to inform you, so that we could write the names of the men who are taking the lead. 11 “This is the response they gave us: ‘We are the servants of the God of the heavens and the earth, and we are rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished. 12 However, because our fathers angered the God of the heavens, he gave them into the hand of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon, the Chal·deʹan, who demolished this house and took the people into exile to Babylon. 13 Nevertheless, in the first year of King Cyrus of Babylon, King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild this house of God. 14 Moreover, King Cyrus took out of the temple of Babylon the gold and silver vessels of the house of God that Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and had brought to the temple of Babylon. They were given to a man named Shesh·bazʹzar,* whom Cyrus made governor. 15 Cyrus said to him: “Take these vessels. Go, deposit them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt in its former place.” 16 Then this Shesh·bazʹzar came, and he laid the foundations of the house of God, which is in Jerusalem; and it has been under construction from then until now, but it has not been completed.’ 17 “Now if it seems good to the king, let an investigation be made in the royal treasury there in Babylon, to determine whether King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild that house of God in Jerusalem; and let the decision of the king concerning this be sent to us.” 
6 It was then that King Da·riʹus issued an order, and they made an investigation in the archives* where the treasures were deposited in Babylon. 2 And a scroll was found in the citadel at Ec·batʹa·na, in the province* of Meʹdi·a, and the following memorandum was written on it: 3 “In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued an order concerning the house of God in Jerusalem: ‘Let the house be rebuilt as the place where they are to offer sacrifices, and its foundations are to be set in place; its height is to be 60 cubits,* its width 60 cubits, 4 with three layers of large stones rolled into place and one layer of timbers; and let the expense be paid from the king’s house. 5 Also, let the gold and silver vessels of the house of God that Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar took out of the temple that was in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon be returned, so that they may be put in their place in the temple in Jerusalem and be deposited in the house of God.’ 6 “So now Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River,* Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai, and your colleagues, the lesser governors of the region Beyond the River—stay away from there. 7 Do not interfere with the work on that house of God. The governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews will rebuild that house of God in its former place. 8 Furthermore, I am issuing an order as to what you are to do for these elders of the Jews for rebuilding that house of God: From the royal treasury, from the tax collected in the region Beyond the River, the expenses are to be promptly given to these men to continue without interruption. 9 And whatever is needed—young bulls as well as rams and lambs for the burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, just as the priests who are in Jerusalem say—is to be given them continually day by day without fail, 10 so that they may continually present offerings that please the God of the heavens and pray for the life of the king and his sons. 11 I have also issued an order that if anyone violates this decree, a timber will be pulled out of his house and he will be lifted up and fastened to it,* and his house will be turned into a public latrine* for this offense. 12 And may the God who has caused his name to reside there overthrow any king and people who lift a hand to violate this order and destroy that house of God, which is in Jerusalem. I, Da·riʹus, issue this order. Let it be done promptly.” 13 Then Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River, Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai, and their colleagues promptly carried out everything that King Da·riʹus had ordered.

Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “these beams.”
Possibly Zerubbabel at Ezr 2:2; 3:8.
Lit., “the house of the records.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
About 26.7 m (87.6 ft). See App. B14.
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “and he will be impaled on it.”
Or possibly, “a garbage dump; a dunghill.”


^ (Ezra 5:6) Here is a copy of the letter that Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River and Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai and his colleagues, the lesser governors of the region Beyond the River, sent to King Da·riʹus;



^ (Ezra 6:13) Then Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River, Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai, and their colleagues promptly carried out everything that King Da·riʹus had ordered.









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***th p. 12 Appropriate Use of Visual Aids***


STUDY 9

Appropriate Use of Visual Aids



Genesis 15:5

SUMMARY: Use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Select visual aids that enhance your teaching. Use pictures, diagrams, maps, time lines, or other visual aids to highlight important points, not minor details. Help your listeners to remember not just the visual aid but the point of instruction.



	  Make sure that your listeners can see the visual aid.

Well before your presentation, ensure that any visual aids you plan to use are ready.













IN THE MINISTRY


Direct a listener’s attention to artwork in a publication, and ask him to comment on what he sees. Ask additional questions, as needed, to emphasize key ideas. When playing a video, turn the screen to face your listener. Generally, it is not necessary to talk while the video is playing.







^ (Gen. 15:5) He now brought him outside and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to do so.” Then he said to him: “So your offspring* will become.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***sjj song 7 Jehovah, Our Strength***


SONG 7

Jehovah, Our Strength


(Isaiah 12:2)


	1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,

You are our Savior, in you we delight.

We are your Witnesses bearing your news,

Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;

Eyes that are opened now see truth and right.

Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;

Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.

Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.

Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be

Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.









(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)





^ (Isa. 12:2) Look! God is my salvation. I will trust and feel no dread; For Jah* Jehovah is my strength and my might, And he has become my salvation.”

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (2 Sam. 22:3) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 18:2) Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.









^ ***lff lesson 49 point 6***



6. You can overcome problems in your marriage


No marriage is perfect. Therefore, couples must work together to overcome difficulties. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: How to Strengthen the Marriage Bond (5:44)








	  In the video, what were some signs that the couple were growing apart?



	  What steps did they take to strengthen their marriage?





Read 1 Corinthians 10:24 and Colossians 3:13. After reading each scripture, discuss this question:

	  How can applying this advice strengthen a marriage?





The Bible says that we should honor one another. Showing honor includes treating a person in a kind and respectful way. Read Romans 12:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  Should husbands or wives wait for their mate to honor them first? Why, or why not?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “My mate and I are not as close as we used to be.”

	  How would you explain that the Bible can help them?










SUMMARY

A husband and wife can be happy when they love each other, respect each other, and apply Bible principles.

Review

	  How can a husband contribute to a happy marriage?



	  How can a wife contribute to a happy marriage?



	  If you are married, which Bible principle could help strengthen your marriage?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

If you are married, discuss with your mate one of the articles about marriage on jw.org.



Other: 















^ (1 Cor. 10:24) Let each one keep seeking, not his own advantage, but that of the other person.



^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.



^ (Rom. 12:10) In brotherly love have tender affection for one another. In showing honor to one another, take the lead.









^ ***sjj song 130 Be Forgiving***


SONG 130

Be Forgiving


(Psalm 86:5)


	1. Lovingly Jehovah

Made provision through his Son

For our sins to be forgiven

And for death to be undone.

If we truly are repentant,

His forgiveness we can claim

On the basis of Christ’s ransom,

Asking pardon in his name.



	2. We receive such mercy

When we act like God above

And forgive each other freely,

Showing empathy and love.

Putting up with one another,

Putting hurtfulness away;

Showing honor to our brother,

Showing love’s surpassing way.



	3. Mercy is a virtue

That we all should cultivate.

It will keep us from resentment,

From the bitterness of hate.

When we imitate Jehovah,

Who is unsurpassed in love,

We will truly be forgiving;

We will be like God above.







(See also Matt. 6:12; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13.)





^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Matt. 6:12) and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.



^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.















^ ***w22 March p. 18 Do You See What Zechariah Saw?***


WHEN IT IS CHALLENGING TO FOLLOW DIRECTION

13. Why might some Israelites have felt that the instruction to resume building the temple was ill-advised?

13 The work to rebuild the temple was banned. Still, the men appointed to take the lead​—High Priest Jeshua (Joshua) and Governor Zerubbabel—​“started to rebuild the house of God.” (Ezra 5:1, 2) That decision may have seemed ill-advised to some Jews. The work of temple building could not be hidden from the enemy, who would use every means available to make trouble. The two responsible men, Joshua and Zerubbabel, needed reassurance that they had Jehovah’s backing. They received it. How?





^  (Ezra 5:1, 2) Then the prophets Hagʹgai and Zech·a·riʹah the grandson of Idʹdo prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and in Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 2 It was then that Ze·rubʹba·bel the son of She·alʹti·el and Jeshʹu·a the son of Je·hozʹa·dak started to rebuild the house of God, which was in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them and supported them.









^ ***w86 2/1 p. 29 Jehovah’s Eye “Proved to Be Upon the Older Men”***

Following the return of the Jewish remnant from Babylon, a 16-year-long period of inactivity set in. The prophets Haggai and Zechariah managed to shake the Jews out of their apathy, and the work of rebuilding Jehovah’s temple was resumed. Soon, though, this work was challenged by Persian officials. “Who put an order through to you to build this house?” asked the opposers.​—Ezra 5:1-3.

The reply to this inquiry was critical. If the elders allowed themselves to be intimidated, the temple restoration would abruptly come to a halt. If the elders antagonized these officials, an immediate ban on the work could be imposed. So the elders (doubtless led by Governor Zerubbabel and High Priest Joshua) phrased a tactful but effective reply. They reminded the officials of the long-forgotten decree of Cyrus that had granted the Jews royal permission to go forward with this work. Knowing the Persian policy of never altering stated law, these officials shrewdly chose to avoid opposing a royal decree. The work was thus allowed to continue until King Darius later gave his official go-ahead!​—Ezra 5:11-17; 6:6-12.



^ (Ezra 5:1-3) Then the prophets Hagʹgai and Zech·a·riʹah the grandson of Idʹdo prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and in Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel who was over them. 2 It was then that Ze·rubʹba·bel the son of She·alʹti·el and Jeshʹu·a the son of Je·hozʹa·dak started to rebuild the house of God, which was in Jerusalem; and the prophets of God were with them and supported them. 3 At that time Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River* and Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai and their colleagues came to them and asked them: “Who issued an order to you to build this house and to finish this structure?”*

Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “these beams.”


^ (Ezra 5:11-17) “This is the response they gave us: ‘We are the servants of the God of the heavens and the earth, and we are rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and finished. 12 However, because our fathers angered the God of the heavens, he gave them into the hand of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon, the Chal·deʹan, who demolished this house and took the people into exile to Babylon. 13 Nevertheless, in the first year of King Cyrus of Babylon, King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild this house of God. 14 Moreover, King Cyrus took out of the temple of Babylon the gold and silver vessels of the house of God that Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and had brought to the temple of Babylon. They were given to a man named Shesh·bazʹzar,* whom Cyrus made governor. 15 Cyrus said to him: “Take these vessels. Go, deposit them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of God be rebuilt in its former place.” 16 Then this Shesh·bazʹzar came, and he laid the foundations of the house of God, which is in Jerusalem; and it has been under construction from then until now, but it has not been completed.’ 17 “Now if it seems good to the king, let an investigation be made in the royal treasury there in Babylon, to determine whether King Cyrus issued an order to rebuild that house of God in Jerusalem; and let the decision of the king concerning this be sent to us.”

Possibly Zerubbabel at Ezr 2:2; 3:8.


^ (Ezra 6:6-12) “So now Tatʹte·nai the governor of the region Beyond the River,* Sheʹthar-bozʹe·nai, and your colleagues, the lesser governors of the region Beyond the River—stay away from there. 7 Do not interfere with the work on that house of God. The governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews will rebuild that house of God in its former place. 8 Furthermore, I am issuing an order as to what you are to do for these elders of the Jews for rebuilding that house of God: From the royal treasury, from the tax collected in the region Beyond the River, the expenses are to be promptly given to these men to continue without interruption. 9 And whatever is needed—young bulls as well as rams and lambs for the burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, just as the priests who are in Jerusalem say—is to be given them continually day by day without fail, 10 so that they may continually present offerings that please the God of the heavens and pray for the life of the king and his sons. 11 I have also issued an order that if anyone violates this decree, a timber will be pulled out of his house and he will be lifted up and fastened to it,* and his house will be turned into a public latrine* for this offense. 12 And may the God who has caused his name to reside there overthrow any king and people who lift a hand to violate this order and destroy that house of God, which is in Jerusalem. I, Da·riʹus, issue this order. Let it be done promptly.”

Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “and he will be impaled on it.”
Or possibly, “a garbage dump; a dunghill.”








^ ***w22 March pp. 15-16 Do You See What Zechariah Saw?***


 7. What change brought a measure of relief to the temple builders?

7 A change brought a measure of relief to the temple builders. What change? In 520 B.C.E., a new king, Darius I, was ruling Persia. In the second year of his reign, he discovered that the ban on the temple construction was illegal. Darius then gave royal approval to complete the work. (Ezra 6:1-3) That news alone was enough to surprise everyone​—but there was more. The king ordered the surrounding peoples to stop interfering in the rebuilding work and to provide funds and supplies to support it! (Ezra 6:7-12) As a result, the Jews finished building the temple a little over four years later, in 515 B.C.E.​—Ezra 6:15.





^  (Ezra 6:1-3) It was then that King Da·riʹus issued an order, and they made an investigation in the archives* where the treasures were deposited in Babylon. 2 And a scroll was found in the citadel at Ec·batʹa·na, in the province* of Meʹdi·a, and the following memorandum was written on it: 3 “In the first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued an order concerning the house of God in Jerusalem: ‘Let the house be rebuilt as the place where they are to offer sacrifices, and its foundations are to be set in place; its height is to be 60 cubits,* its width 60 cubits,

Lit., “the house of the records.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
About 26.7 m (87.6 ft). See App. B14.


^  (Ezra 6:7-12) Do not interfere with the work on that house of God. The governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews will rebuild that house of God in its former place. 8 Furthermore, I am issuing an order as to what you are to do for these elders of the Jews for rebuilding that house of God: From the royal treasury, from the tax collected in the region Beyond the River, the expenses are to be promptly given to these men to continue without interruption. 9 And whatever is needed—young bulls as well as rams and lambs for the burnt offerings to the God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, just as the priests who are in Jerusalem say—is to be given them continually day by day without fail, 10 so that they may continually present offerings that please the God of the heavens and pray for the life of the king and his sons. 11 I have also issued an order that if anyone violates this decree, a timber will be pulled out of his house and he will be lifted up and fastened to it,* and his house will be turned into a public latrine* for this offense. 12 And may the God who has caused his name to reside there overthrow any king and people who lift a hand to violate this order and destroy that house of God, which is in Jerusalem. I, Da·riʹus, issue this order. Let it be done promptly.”

Or “and he will be impaled on it.”
Or possibly, “a garbage dump; a dunghill.”


^  (Ezra 6:15) They completed the house by the third day of the month of Aʹdar,* in the sixth year of the reign of King Da·riʹus.

See App. B15.








^ ***w22 March p. 19 Do You See What Zechariah Saw?***


16. When we do not fully understand the direction we receive from “the faithful and discreet slave,” what will help us to comply with it?

16 Another way that Jehovah provides direction is by means of “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45) At times, this slave may give direction that we do not fully understand. For example, we may receive specific instructions designed to prepare us to survive a natural disaster that we think is unlikely to occur in our area. Or we may feel that the slave is being overly cautious during a pandemic. What should we do if we feel that the instructions given are not practical? We can think about how the Israelites benefited by heeding the counsel given through Joshua and Zerubbabel. We can also think about other Bible accounts that we have read. Sometimes God’s people received direction that did not appear to be practical from a human standpoint but turned out to be lifesaving.​—Judg. 7:7; 8:10.





^  (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^  (Judg. 7:7) Jehovah now said to Gidʹe·on: “I will save you with the 300 men who lapped the water, and I will give Midʹi·an into your hand. But let all the other people go back home.”



^  (Judg. 8:10) Now Zeʹbah and Zal·munʹna were in Karʹkor with their armies, about 15,000 men. These were all who remained of the entire army of the Easterners, for 120,000 men armed with swords had fallen.


















^ ***sjj song 82 “Let Your Light Shine”***


SONG 82

“Let Your Light Shine”


(Matthew 5:16)


	1. Jesus has commanded

That we shine our light,

Like the sun, impartial,

Comforting and bright.

Through the Holy Scriptures,

Thoughts of peace are heard.

May we now reflect his light

As we teach God’s Word.



	2. Let God’s Kingdom message

Speak to ev’ry heart;

Let it shine before us

As we play our part.

Light from Scripture guides us

As we bring good news.

Sharing truth with ev’ryone;

Truth is theirs to choose.



	3. Light from acts of kindness

Brightens up this world,

To our words adds beauty

Like a priceless pearl.

May our light keep shining

As we do what’s right,

Then our works will always be

Pleasing in God’s sight.







(See also Ps. 119:130; Matt. 5:14, 15, 45; Col. 4:6.)





^ (Matt. 5:16) Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.



^ (Ps. 119:130) The disclosure of your words brings light, Giving understanding to the inexperienced.



^ (Matt. 5:14, 15) “You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when located on a mountain. 15 People light a lamp and set it, not under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it shines on all those in the house.



^ (Matt. 5:45) so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous.



^ (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.









^ ***w06 1/15 p. 19 par. 10 Highlights From the Book of Ezra***

7:28–8:20​—Why were many Jews in Babylon reluctant to go up to Jerusalem with Ezra? Even though more than 60 years had passed since the first group of Jews had returned to their homeland, Jerusalem was only sparsely settled. Returning to Jerusalem meant building a new life under uncomfortable and dangerous circumstances. The Jerusalem of the day did not hold out attractive material prospects to the Jews who might have been prospering in Babylon. Not to be overlooked was the dangerous journey. The returnees had to have strong faith in Jehovah, zeal for true worship, and courage to make the move. Even Ezra strengthened himself according to the hand of Jehovah upon him. With Ezra’s encouragement, 1,500 families​—perhaps numbering 6,000 people—​responded. After Ezra took additional initiatives, 38 Levites and 220 Nethinim responded.



^  (Ezra 7:28-8:20) And he has shown me loyal love before the king and his advisers and all the mighty princes of the king. So I took courage* because the hand of Jehovah my God was upon me, and I gathered out of Israel leading men* to go up with me. 
8 Now these were the heads of their paternal houses and the genealogical enrollment of those who went up with me out of Babylon during the reign of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes: 2 of the sons of Phinʹe·has, Gerʹshom; of the sons of Ithʹa·mar, Daniel; of the sons of David, Hatʹtush; 3 of the sons of Shec·a·niʹah, of the sons of Paʹrosh, Zech·a·riʹah, and with him there was an enrollment of 150 males; 4 of the sons of Paʹhath-moʹab, Elʹie·ho-eʹnai the son of Zer·a·hiʹah, and with him 200 males; 5 of the sons of Zatʹtu, Shec·a·niʹah the son of Ja·ha·ziʹel, and with him 300 males; 6 of the sons of Aʹdin, Eʹbed the son of Jonʹa·than, and with him 50 males; 7 of the sons of Eʹlam, Je·shaʹiah the son of Ath·a·liʹah, and with him 70 males; 8 of the sons of Sheph·a·tiʹah, Zeb·a·diʹah the son of Miʹcha·el, and with him 80 males; 9 of the sons of Joʹab, O·ba·diʹah the son of Je·hiʹel, and with him 218 males; 10 of the sons of Baʹni, She·loʹmith the son of Jo·si·phiʹah, and with him 160 males; 11 of the sons of Beʹbai, Zech·a·riʹah the son of Beʹbai, and with him 28 males; 12 of the sons of Azʹgad, Jo·haʹnan the son of Hakʹka·tan, and with him 110 males; 13 of the sons of Ad·o·niʹkam, those who were the last, and these were their names: E·liphʹe·let, Je·iʹel, and She·maiʹah, and with them 60 males; 14 and of the sons of Bigʹvai, Uʹthai and Zabʹbud, and with them 70 males. 15 I assembled them at the river that comes to A·haʹva, and we camped there for three days. But when I examined the people and the priests, I did not find any of the Levites there. 16 So I sent for E·li·eʹzer, Arʹi·el, She·maiʹah, El·naʹthan, Jaʹrib, El·naʹthan, Nathan, Zech·a·riʹah, and Me·shulʹlam, who were leading men, and for Joiʹa·rib and El·naʹthan, who were instructors. 17 Then I gave them a command concerning Idʹdo the leader in the place called Ca·si·phiʹa. I told them to tell Idʹdo and his brothers, the temple servants* who were in Ca·si·phiʹa, to bring to us ministers for the house of our God. 18 Since the good hand of our God was upon us, they brought a discreet man from the sons of Mahʹli the grandson of Leʹvi the son of Israel, namely, She·re·biʹah, and his sons and his brothers, 18 men; 19 and Hash·a·biʹah, and with him Je·shaʹiah from the Me·rarʹites, his brothers and their sons, 20 men. 20 And there were 220 of the temple servants,* whom David and the princes gave to the service of the Levites, all of whom had been designated by name.

Or “strengthened myself.”
Lit., “heads.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 7 Scriptures Properly Introduced***


STUDY 4

Scriptures Properly Introduced



Matthew 22:41-45

SUMMARY: Prepare the minds of your listeners before you read a scripture.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Determine why you are reading the scripture. Introduce each scripture in a way that draws your listeners’ attention to the key point you are making with the verse.

Take the context into account. Attribute quotations to the correct speaker and Bible books to the correct writer.








	  Cite the Bible as an authority. When you are speaking to people who believe in God, draw attention to the Bible as God’s Word, thus crediting it as the highest source of wisdom.



	  Arouse interest in the scripture. Ask a question that the scripture will answer, pose a problem that the scripture will help solve, or state a principle that the Scriptural account will illustrate.

Take into account what your listeners already know about the subject and the scripture. Introduce even a familiar text in an appealing way, and help your listeners to take a fresh look at it.















^ (Matt. 22:41-45) Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them: 42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him: “David’s.” 43 He asked them: “How is it, then, that David under inspiration calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies beneath your feet”’? 45 If, then, David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***sjj song 59 Praise Jah With Me***


SONG 59

Praise Jah With Me


(Psalm 146:2)


	1. Praise Jah with me;

Come! Let us sing!

He gives us life, breath, and ev’ry good thing.

Each day and night,

His name we bless,

Praising his love and his almightiness.

We sing his praise, and his name we confess.



	2. Praise Jah with me;

He satisfies.

He hears our prayers as our needs he supplies.

His mighty arm

Strengthens the weak;

His holy spirit sustains all the meek.

His name we praise; Of his power we speak.



	3. Praise Jah with me;

Our God is just.

He brings us comfort, in him we can trust.

Wrongs he will right;

Hearts he will heal.

Rich Kingdom blessings all mankind will feel.

Come let us praise him with joy and with zeal!







(See also Ps. 94:18, 19; 145:21; 147:1; 150:2; Acts 17:25.)





^ (Ps. 146:2) I will praise Jehovah all my life. I will sing praises* to my God as long as I live.

Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 94:18, 19) When I said: “My foot is slipping,” Your loyal love, O Jehovah, kept supporting me. 19 When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^ (Ps. 145:21) My mouth will declare the praise of Jehovah; Let every living thing* praise his holy name forever and ever.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (Ps. 147:1) Praise Jah!* It is good to sing praises* to our God; How pleasant and fitting it is to praise him!

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 150:2) Praise him for his mighty works. Praise him for his exceeding greatness.



^ (Acts 17:25) nor is he served by human hands as if he needed anything, because he himself gives to all people life and breath and all things.









^ ***lff lesson 50 points 1-5***



Children are a gift from Jehovah. He expects parents to take good care of that gift. Jehovah provides wise advice that can help parents to do so. His advice can also help children to have a share in making family life a success.

1. What advice does Jehovah give to parents?

Jehovah expects parents to love their children and to spend as much time as possible with them. He also wants parents to protect their children from harm and to use Bible principles as the basis for training them. (Proverbs 1:8) He tells fathers: “Go on bringing [your children] up in the . . . admonition of Jehovah.” (Read Ephesians 6:4.) Jehovah is pleased if parents follow his direction when raising their children and do not pass that responsibility on to someone else.

2. What advice does Jehovah give to children?

Jehovah instructs children: “Be obedient to your parents.” (Read Colossians 3:20.) When children respect and obey their parents, they make both Jehovah and their parents happy. (Proverbs 23:22-25) Jesus set a good example when he was a child. Although he was perfect, he obeyed and respected his parents.​—Luke 2:51, 52.

3. How can you draw closer to God as a family?

If you are a parent, no doubt you want your children to love Jehovah as much as you do. How can you accomplish this goal? By doing what the Bible says: “You must inculcate [Jehovah’s words] in your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road.” (Deuteronomy 6:7) To “inculcate” means to teach by repeating something. Likely, you know that you must often repeat something to your children so that they will remember it. This scripture means that you should look for regular opportunities to talk to your children about Jehovah. It is a good idea to set aside some time each week to worship as a family. If you do not have children, you will still benefit by taking time each week to study God’s Word.




DIG DEEPER


Consider practical suggestions that contribute to a happy and secure family life.





4. Train your children with love

Training a child can be challenging. How can the Bible help? Read James 1:19, 20, and then discuss these questions:

	  How can parents show love when they communicate with their children?



	  Why should a parent never discipline his children when he is angry?*











5. Protect your children

To safeguard your children, it is crucial that you talk to each child about sex. This may feel awkward. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: Safeguard Your Children From Evil (2:58)





	  Why is it a challenge for some parents to talk to their children about sex?



	  In what way have some parents explained sex to their children?





As was prophesied, Satan’s world is becoming more and more wicked. Read 2 Timothy 3:1, 13, and then discuss this question:

	  Some of the wicked people referred to in verse 13 sexually abuse children. Therefore, why is it important for parents to teach their children about sex and how to protect themselves from abusers?









Did you know?

Jehovah’s Witnesses produce many tools that help parents to teach their children about sex and to protect them from abuse. For example, see:

	  Protect Your Children (video)



	  Learn From the Great Teacher, chapters 10 and 32



	  “Teaching Your Child About Sex” (Awake! No. 5 2016)

















^ (Prov. 1:8) Listen, my son, to the discipline of your father, And do not forsake the instruction* of your mother.

Or “law.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (Col. 3:20) You children, be obedient to your parents in everything, for this is well-pleasing to the Lord.



^ (Prov. 23:22-25) Listen to your father who caused your birth, And do not despise your mother just because she has grown old. 23 Buy* truth and never sell it, Also wisdom and discipline and understanding. 24 The father of a righteous one will surely be joyful; Whoever fathers a wise son will rejoice in him. 25 Your father and your mother will rejoice, And she who gave birth to you will be joyful.

Or “Acquire.”


^ (Luke 2:51, 52) Then he went down with them and returned to Nazʹa·reth, and he continued subject to them. Also, his mother carefully kept all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus went on progressing in wisdom and in physical growth and in favor with God and men.



^ (Deut. 6:7) and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Jas. 1:19, 20) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger, 20 for man’s anger does not bring about God’s righteousness.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^ (2 Tim. 3:13) But wicked men and impostors will advance from bad to worse, misleading and being misled.



^ (2 Tim. 3:13) But wicked men and impostors will advance from bad to worse, misleading and being misled.







^  In the Bible, “discipline” relates to instruction, guidance, and correction. It never means abuse or cruelty.​—Proverbs 4:1.






^ (Prov. 4:1) Listen, my sons, to the discipline of a father; Pay attention in order to gain understanding,









^ ***sjj song 134 Children Are a Trust From God***


SONG 134

Children Are a Trust From God


(Psalm 127:3-5)


	1. When a man becomes a father

And a woman has a child of her own,

They share a trust, they must remember,

That is not theirs, not theirs alone.

The gift they share is from Jehovah;

Of life and love he is the one true Source.

To parents he gives sure direction

That they may follow the wisest course.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.





	2. All the words God has commanded—

They must always prove to be on your heart.

These words you’ll speak to sons and daughters;

This is your trust, this is your part.

To them you’ll speak along your roadway,

When you rise up and when you are at rest.

In years to come, may they remember,

May they be faithful, may they be blessed.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.









(See also Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 6:4; 1 Tim. 4:16.)





^ (Ps. 127:3-5) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate.

Or “Children.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.















^ ***w00 10/1 pp. 14-15 Study—Rewarding and Enjoyable***

8 Yes, our love for Jehovah’s Word should come from our heart, the seat of emotion. We should take pleasure in lingering over certain passages that we have just read. We should muse over deep spiritual thoughts, become absorbed in them, and meditate on them. This requires quiet reflection and prayer. Like Ezra, we need to prepare our hearts for the reading and study of God’s Word. Of him it is written: “Ezra himself had prepared his heart to consult the law of Jehovah and to do it and to teach in Israel regulation and justice.” (Ezra 7:10) Note the triple purpose of Ezra’s preparing his heart: to study, to make personal application, and to teach. We should follow his example.



^  (Ezra 7:10) Ezʹra had prepared his heart* to consult the Law of Jehovah and to practice it, and to teach its regulations and judgments in Israel.

Or “had determined in his heart.”








^ ***si pp. 75-76 Bible Book Number 13—1 Chronicles***

 5. What were Ezra’s spiritual and secular qualifications?

5 No one was better qualified than Ezra to compile this authentic and accurate history. “For Ezra himself had prepared his heart to consult the law of Jehovah and to do it and to teach in Israel regulation and justice.” (Ezra 7:10) Jehovah aided him by holy spirit. The Persian world-ruler recognized the wisdom of God in Ezra and commissioned him with wide civil powers in the jurisdictional district of Judah. (Ezra 7:12-26) Thus equipped with divine and imperial authority, Ezra could compile his account from the best available documents.



^  (Ezra 7:10) Ezʹra had prepared his heart* to consult the Law of Jehovah and to practice it, and to teach its regulations and judgments in Israel.

Or “had determined in his heart.”


^  (Ezra 7:12-26) * “Ar·ta·xerxʹes, the king of kings, to Ezʹra the priest, the copyist* of the Law of the God of the heavens: May you have perfect peace. And now 13 I have issued an order that everyone in my realm of the people of Israel and their priests and Levites who is willing to go with you to Jerusalem should go. 14 For you are sent by the king and his seven advisers to investigate whether the Law of your God, which is with you,* is being applied in Judah and Jerusalem, 15 and to take the silver and the gold that the king and his advisers have voluntarily given to the God of Israel, whose residence is in Jerusalem, 16 with all the silver and the gold that you receive* in all the province* of Babylon, along with the gift that the people and the priests voluntarily give to the house of their God, which is in Jerusalem. 17 And you are to buy promptly with this money bulls, rams, lambs, along with their grain offerings and their drink offerings, and you are to present them on the altar of the house of your God in Jerusalem. 18 “And whatever seems good to you and to your brothers to do, you may do with the rest of the silver and the gold, according to the will of your God. 19 And all the vessels that are given to you for the service of the house of your God, you are to deliver before God at Jerusalem. 20 And the rest of the necessities of the house of your God that you are required to give, you will give out of the royal treasury. 21 “I, King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, have issued an order to all the treasurers in the region Beyond the River,* that everything that Ezʹra the priest, the copyist* of the Law of the God of the heavens, requests of you is to be done promptly, 22 up to 100 talents* of silver, 100 cor measures* of wheat, 100 bath measures* of wine, 100 bath measures of oil, and salt without limit. 23 Let everything that is ordered by the God of the heavens be done with zeal for the house of the God of the heavens, so that there may be no wrath against the king’s realm and his sons. 24 And you are further advised that it is not permitted to impose any tax, tribute, or toll on any of the priests and Levites, musicians, doorkeepers, temple servants,* and workers of this house of God. 25 “And you, Ezʹra, according to the wisdom that you possess from your God,* appoint magistrates and judges to judge all the people in the region Beyond the River, all those who know the laws of your God; and you should instruct anyone who does not know them. 26 And everyone who does not observe the Law of your God and the law of the king should have judgment executed on him promptly, whether it is death, banishment, a fine, or imprisonment.”

Ezr 7:12 through 7:26 was originally written in Aramaic.
Or “scribe.”
Lit., “in your hand.”
Lit., “find.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “in Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “scribe.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
A cor equaled 220 L (200 dry qt). See App. B14.
A bath equaled 22 L (5.81 gal). See App. B14.
Or “Nethinim.” Lit., “given ones.”
Lit., “according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand.”








^ ***it-1 p. 1158 Humility***

Provides Right Guidance. One who humbles himself before God can expect to have God’s guidance. Ezra had a heavy responsibility in leading back from Babylon to Jerusalem more than 1,500 men, besides the priests, the Nethinim, and the women and children. Additionally, they carried with them a great amount of gold and silver for beautifying the temple in Jerusalem. They needed protection on the journey, but Ezra did not want to ask the king of Persia for a military escort and thereby show reliance on human might. Besides, he had previously said to the king: “The hand of our God is over all those seeking him for good.” Therefore he proclaimed a fast, so the people would humble themselves before Jehovah. They made request of God, and he listened and provided them with protection from enemy ambushes on the way so that they completed the hazardous trip successfully. (Ezr 8:1-14, 21-32) The prophet Daniel, in Babylonian exile, was highly favored by God’s sending an angel to him with a vision, because Daniel humbled himself before God in his search for guidance and understanding.​—Da 10:12.



^ (Ezra 8:1-14) Now these were the heads of their paternal houses and the genealogical enrollment of those who went up with me out of Babylon during the reign of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes: 2 of the sons of Phinʹe·has, Gerʹshom; of the sons of Ithʹa·mar, Daniel; of the sons of David, Hatʹtush; 3 of the sons of Shec·a·niʹah, of the sons of Paʹrosh, Zech·a·riʹah, and with him there was an enrollment of 150 males; 4 of the sons of Paʹhath-moʹab, Elʹie·ho-eʹnai the son of Zer·a·hiʹah, and with him 200 males; 5 of the sons of Zatʹtu, Shec·a·niʹah the son of Ja·ha·ziʹel, and with him 300 males; 6 of the sons of Aʹdin, Eʹbed the son of Jonʹa·than, and with him 50 males; 7 of the sons of Eʹlam, Je·shaʹiah the son of Ath·a·liʹah, and with him 70 males; 8 of the sons of Sheph·a·tiʹah, Zeb·a·diʹah the son of Miʹcha·el, and with him 80 males; 9 of the sons of Joʹab, O·ba·diʹah the son of Je·hiʹel, and with him 218 males; 10 of the sons of Baʹni, She·loʹmith the son of Jo·si·phiʹah, and with him 160 males; 11 of the sons of Beʹbai, Zech·a·riʹah the son of Beʹbai, and with him 28 males; 12 of the sons of Azʹgad, Jo·haʹnan the son of Hakʹka·tan, and with him 110 males; 13 of the sons of Ad·o·niʹkam, those who were the last, and these were their names: E·liphʹe·let, Je·iʹel, and She·maiʹah, and with them 60 males; 14 and of the sons of Bigʹvai, Uʹthai and Zabʹbud, and with them 70 males.



^ (Ezra 8:21-32) Then I proclaimed a fast there at the river A·haʹva, to humble ourselves before our God, to seek guidance from him for our journey, for us and for our children and for all our goods. 22 I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemies along the way, because we had said to the king: “The good hand of our God is over all those seeking him, but his strength and his anger are against all those abandoning him.” 23 So we fasted and made request of our God concerning this, and he listened to our entreaty. 24 I now set apart 12 of the chiefs of the priests, namely, She·re·biʹah and Hash·a·biʹah, along with ten of their brothers. 25 Then I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the utensils, the contribution that the king and his advisers and his princes and all the Israelites who were present there had made to the house of our God. 26 Thus I weighed out into their hand 650 talents* of silver, 100 silver utensils worth 2 talents, 100 talents of gold, 27 20 small gold bowls worth 1,000 darics,* and 2 utensils of fine copper, gleaming red, as desirable as gold. 28 Then I said to them: “You are holy to Jehovah, and the utensils are holy, and the silver and the gold are a voluntary offering to Jehovah the God of your forefathers. 29 Guard them carefully until you weigh them out before the chiefs of the priests and the Levites and the princes of the paternal houses of Israel in Jerusalem, in the chambers* of the house of Jehovah.” 30 And the priests and the Levites took the silver and the gold and the utensils that had been weighed out to them, in order to bring them to Jerusalem to the house of our God. 31 Finally we pulled away from the river A·haʹva on the 12th day of the first month to go to Jerusalem, and the hand of our God was over us, and he rescued us from the hand of the enemy and from ambush along the way. 32 So we came to Jerusalem and stayed there for three days.

A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
A daric was a Persian gold coin. See App. B14.
Or “dining halls.”


^ (Dan. 10:12) He then said to me: “Do not be afraid, O Daniel. Your words have been heard from the first day that you gave your heart to understanding and to humbling yourself before your God, and I have come because of your words.















^ ***sjj song 89 Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed***


SONG 89

Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed


(Luke 11:28)


	1. If we have listened to Christ, will we show it?

His teaching shines as it shows us the way.

It makes us happy to hear and to know it,

But we’ll be blessed if we know and obey.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	2. Our way of life, like a house, gives protection

When it is built on the rock, not on sand.

If we apply Jesus’ loving direction,

We’ll build a life which on bedrock will stand.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	3. Just as a tree rooted deep by the waters

Gives of its fruit when each season arrives,

If we obey as God’s own sons and daughters,

We’ll all be blessed and enjoy endless lives.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.









(See also Deut. 28:2; Ps. 1:3; Prov. 10:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49.)





^ (Luke 11:28) But he said: “No, rather, happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”



^ (Deut. 28:2) All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, because you keep listening to the voice of Jehovah your God:



^ (Ps. 1:3) He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.



^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (Matt. 7:24-27) “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.”



^ (Luke 6:47-49) Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built. 49 On the other hand, whoever hears and does nothing is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river dashed against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”









^ ***w06 1/15 p. 20 par. 2 Highlights From the Book of Ezra***

10:3, 44​—Why were the children put away along with the wives? If the children had stayed behind, the likelihood that the dismissed wives would return on account of them would have increased. Moreover, little children generally require the care of their mother.



^  (Ezra 10:3) Now let us make a covenant with our God to send away all the wives and those born from them, in harmony with the direction of Jehovah and of those who have reverence for* the commandment of our God. Let us act according to the Law.

Lit., “who tremble at.”


^  (Ezra 10:44) All of these had taken foreign wives, and they sent their wives away, along with their sons.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***T-34 pp. 1-4 Will Suffering Ever End?***


Will Suffering Ever End?


Would you say . . .

	           yes?



	           no?



	           maybe?








WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“God . . . will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain.”​—Revelation 21:3, 4, Contemporary English Version.

WHAT THAT CAN MEAN FOR YOU

Assurance that God does not cause our problems.​—James 1:13.

Comfort from knowing that God feels for us when we suffer.​—Zechariah 2:8.

Hope that all suffering will end.​—Psalm 37:9-11.

CAN WE REALLY BELIEVE WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS?

Yes, for at least two reasons:

	            God hates suffering and injustice. Consider how Jehovah God felt when his people in Bible times were cruelly mistreated. The Bible says that he was distressed because of “those who were treating them abusively.”​—Judges 2:18, New World Translation.

God has strong feelings about those who harm others. For example, the Bible says that “hands that shed innocent blood” are detestable to him.​—Proverbs 6:16, 17.



	            God cares for us as individuals. Not only does each person know “his own plague and his own pain” but so does Jehovah!​—2 Chronicles 6:29, 30.

Through his Kingdom, Jehovah will soon end the suffering of each individual. (Matthew 6:9, 10) In the meantime, he tenderly comforts those who sincerely look for him.​—Acts 17:27; 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.







TO THINK ABOUT


Why does God allow suffering?

The Bible answers that question at ROMANS 5:12 and 2 PETER 3:9.







^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Jas. 1:13) When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.



^ (Zech. 2:8) For this is what Jehovah of armies says, who after being glorified* has sent me to the nations that were plundering you: ‘Whoever touches you touches the pupil of my eye.*

Lit., “after glory.”
Or “touches my eyeball.”


^ (Ps. 37:9-11) For evil men will be done away with, But those hoping in Jehovah will possess the earth. 10 Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Judg. 2:18) Whenever Jehovah did raise up judges for them, Jehovah would be with the judge and save them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for Jehovah was moved to pity* over their groaning caused by those who oppressed them and those who were treating them abusively.

Or “felt regret.”


^ (Prov. 6:16, 17) There are six things that Jehovah hates; Yes, seven things that he* detests: 17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

Or “his soul.”


^ (2 Chron. 6:29, 30) whatever prayer, whatever request for favor may be made by any man or by all your people Israel (for each one knows his own plague and his own pain) when they spread out their hands toward this house, 30 then may you hear from the heavens, your dwelling place, and may you forgive; and reward each one according to all his ways, for you know his heart (you alone truly know the human heart),



^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^ (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our trials so that we may be able to comfort others in any sort of trial with the comfort that we receive from God.



^ (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.








^ ***th p. 16 Practical Value Made Clear***


STUDY 13

Practical Value Made Clear



Proverbs 3:21

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to understand how your subject affects their lives, and show them what to do with what they learn.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on why your listeners need to hear the information you are sharing, and consider what aspect of the topic will be particularly helpful to them.



	  Throughout your presentation, show your listeners what to do. Right from the start, each listener should realize, ‘This involves me.’ As you develop each main point, show how to apply it. Avoid speaking in generalities.

Discuss the application of Bible principles lovingly and empathetically. Rather than burdening others with guilt, strengthen their love and faith, confident that their heart will motivate them to do the right thing.













IN THE MINISTRY


When preparing to preach, give thought to what is in the news and to topics that may interest people in your territory. Adapt your comments to address what is most practical then and there. Ask tactful questions that draw out a person’s concerns and interests. Then listen to the response, and adapt your teaching accordingly.







^ (Prov. 3:21) My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.








^ ***th p. 9 Scripture Application Made Clear***


STUDY 6

Scripture Application Made Clear



John 10:33-36

SUMMARY: Do not simply read a scripture and then move on to the next point. Make sure that your listeners see clearly the connection between the scripture you read and the point you are making.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Isolate key words. After reading a scripture, highlight the words that relate directly to your main point. You may do this by repeating those words or by asking a question that invites your listeners to identify the key words.

If you use different words to restate the idea of the scripture, be sure that your listeners can still plainly see how the words in the Bible itself connect to your main point.








	  Emphasize the point. If you introduced the scripture with a clear reason for reading it, explain how the key words of the scripture relate to that reason.

As you discuss the scripture, keep your Bible open. This helps your listeners to connect your words to the verse you just read.








	  Make your application simple. Avoid commenting on irrelevant details that do not contribute to the main point. Based on what your listeners already know about the topic, decide how many facts are necessary to make the point of application clear and understandable.










^ (John 10:33-36) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.” 34 Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’? 35 If he called ‘gods’ those against* whom the word of God came—and yet the scripture cannot be nullified— 36 do you say to me* whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?

Or “to.”
Or “of him.”








^ ***lff lesson 11***



Have you ever felt overwhelmed at the thought of starting a big project? To make it seem less challenging, you might have broken it up into smaller, easier tasks. The same is true when it comes to reading the Bible. You may ask, ‘Where do I start?’ In this lesson, we will consider some simple things you can do that will help you enjoy reading and studying the Bible.

1. Why should we read the Bible regularly?

A person who regularly reads the Bible, or “the law of Jehovah,” will be both happy and successful. (Read Psalm 1:1-3.) To start with, try reading for just a few minutes each day. The more you get familiar with God’s Word, the more you will enjoy your Bible reading.

2. What will help you to benefit from reading the Bible?

To benefit the most from reading the Bible, we need to pause and think about what we are reading. We should both read it and “meditate on it.” (Joshua 1:8, footnote) As you read, ask yourself questions such as: ‘What does this tell me about Jehovah God? How can I apply this in my life? How can I use these verses to help others?’

3. How can you make time to read the Bible?

Do you struggle to find time for Bible reading? Many of us do. Try to make “the best use of your time.” (Ephesians 5:16) You can do this by setting aside a specific time to read the Bible each day. Some people make time to read the Bible early in the morning. Others choose a time later in the day, perhaps during their lunch break. Still others read the Bible in the evening before going to bed. What would be the best time for you?







^ (Ps. 1:1-3) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Eph. 5:16) making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.









^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***sjj song 150 Seek God for Your Deliverance***


SONG 150

Seek God for Your Deliverance


(Zephaniah 2:3)


	1. Nations align as one,

Opposing Jehovah’s Son.

Their time of human rulership

By God’s decree now is done.

Rulers have had their day;

God’s Kingdom is here to stay.

Soon Christ will crush earthly enemies.

No more will there be delay.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.





	2. People on earth now choose,

Responding to this good news.

We offer to all men the choice

To hear or proudly refuse.

Trials, although severe,

Need not fill our hearts with fear.

Jehovah cares for his loyal ones;

Our cries for help he will hear.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.









(See also 1 Sam. 2:9; Ps. 2:2, 3, 9; Prov. 2:8; Matt. 6:33.)





^ (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”


^ (1 Sam. 2:9) He guards the steps of his loyal ones, But the wicked will be silenced in darkness, For not by power does a man prevail.



^ (Ps. 2:2, 3) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Prov. 2:8) He watches over the paths of justice, And he will guard the way of his loyal ones.



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.









^ ***lff lesson 50 point 6***



6. Respect your parents


Children and teenagers can show respect for their parents by the way they speak to them. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: How Can I Talk to My Parents? (2:19)








	  Why is it worthwhile for a young person to communicate respectfully with his parents?



	  How can a young person speak to his parents in a way that shows them honor?





Read Proverbs 1:8, and then discuss this question:

	  How should a young person react when his parents give him direction?











7. Worship Jehovah as a family

The families of Jehovah’s Witnesses set aside a specific time each week to worship together. What can this family worship be like? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: Family Worship​—The Challenges and the Rewards (8:04)





	  How can a family have a regular Family Worship program?



	  What can a parent do to make family worship practical and enjoyable?​—See opening picture of this lesson.



	  What may make it a challenge for you to study together?





In ancient Israel, Jehovah expected families to talk regularly about the Scriptures. Read Deuteronomy 6:6, 7, and then discuss this question:

	  How can you apply this principle?









Ideas for family worship:

	  Prepare for congregation meetings.



	  Read and discuss a Bible account that your family will enjoy.



	  If you have young children, download or print an activity for children from jw.org.



	  If you have teenage children, discuss an article for teenagers on jw.org.



	  Act out a Bible story with your children.



	  Watch and discuss a video on jw.org.












SOME PEOPLE SAY: “The Bible is too complicated for children.”

	  What would you say?










SUMMARY

Jehovah wants parents to love, train, and protect their children; children to respect and obey their parents; and families to worship him together.

Review

	  How can parents train and protect their children?



	  How can children show honor to their parents?



	  What are the benefits of setting aside time each week to worship as a family?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Ask others in the congregation for ideas on what to consider for family worship.



Other: 















^ (Prov. 1:8) Listen, my son, to the discipline of your father, And do not forsake the instruction* of your mother.

Or “law.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”








^ ***sjj song 133 Worship Jehovah During Youth***


SONG 133

Worship Jehovah During Youth


(Ecclesiastes 12:1)


	1. Precious to God, we are daughters and sons,

Giving our strength as his faithful young ones.

Loving attention to us he will give,

Blessing our days for as long as we live.



	2. Honoring parents who care for our lives

Helps us express what we’re feeling inside.

Then we find favor with God and with men,

Drawing us close to Jehovah, our Friend.



	3. May we remember our God in our youth,

Growing each day in our love of the truth.

Giving our best to our God, we will bring

Joy to the heart of Jehovah, our King.







(See also Ps. 71:17; Lam. 3:27; Eph. 6:1-3.)





^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Ps. 71:17) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works.



^ (Lam. 3:27) Good it is for a man to carry the yoke during his youth.



^ (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”














^ ***w06 1/15 p. 20 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Ezra***

9:1, 2​—How serious a threat was intermarriage with the people of the land? The restored nation was to be the guardian of Jehovah’s worship until the coming of the Messiah. Intermarriage with other inhabitants was a real threat to true worship. Because some had formed marriage alliances with the idol-worshipping people, the entire nation might eventually be assimilated into the pagan nations. Pure worship could have vanished from the face of the earth. To whom, then, would the Messiah come? No wonder Ezra was stunned at seeing what had taken place!



^  (Ezra 9:1, 2) And as soon as these things had been done, the princes approached me and said: “The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of the lands and their detestable practices, those of the Caʹnaan·ites, the Hitʹtites, the Perʹiz·zites, the Jebʹu·sites, the Amʹmon·ites, the Moʹab·ites, the Egyptians, and the Amʹor·ites. 2 They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons. Now they, the holy offspring,* have become mingled with the peoples of the lands. The princes and the deputy rulers have been the foremost offenders in this unfaithfulness.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***w09 10/1 p. 10 par. 6 What Does Jehovah Ask of Us?***

Our willing obedience will bring blessings. Moses writes: “Keep the commandments . . . that I am commanding you today, for your good.” (Verse 13) Yes, every commandment of Jehovah​—everything that he asks of us—​is for our good. How could it be otherwise? “God is love,” the Bible says. (1 John 4:8) Hence, he has given only such commands as would further our lasting welfare. (Isaiah 48:17) Doing all that Jehovah asks of us will spare us many frustrations now and lead to endless future blessings under his Kingdom rule.*



^  (Deut. 10:13) and to keep the commandments and statutes of Jehovah that I am commanding you today for your own good.



^  (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^  (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”






^  For more information, see chapter 3, “What Is God’s Purpose for the Earth?,” in the book What Does the Bible Really Teach? published by Jehovah’s Witnesses.















^ ***sjj song 47 Pray to Jehovah Each Day***


SONG 47

Pray to Jehovah Each Day


(1 Thessalonians 5:17)


	1. Pray to Jehovah, the Hearer of prayer.

This is our priv’lege, for his name we bear.

Open your heart as you would to a friend,

Trust that on Him you can always depend.

Pray to Jehovah each day.



	2. Pray to Jehovah, give thanks that we live,

Asking forgiveness as we do forgive.

May we confess to our God whom we trust.

He is our Maker and knows we are dust.

Pray to Jehovah each day.



	3. Pray to Jehovah when troubles appear.

He is our Father and ever so near.

Seek his protection, and look for his aid;

He is our confidence; don’t be afraid.

Pray to Jehovah each day.







(See also Ps. 65:5; Matt. 6:9-13; 26:41; Luke 18:1.)





^ (1 Thess. 5:17) Pray constantly.



^ (Ps. 65:5) You will answer us with awe-inspiring deeds of righteousness, O God of our salvation; You are the Confidence of all the ends of the earth And of those distant across the sea.



^ (Matt. 6:9-13) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth. 11 Give us today our bread for this day; 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’*

Or “rescue.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”


^ (Matt. 26:41) Keep on the watch and pray continually, so that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit, of course, is eager,* but the flesh is weak.”

Or “willing.”


^ (Luke 18:1) Then he went on to tell them an illustration about the need for them always to pray and not to give up,









^ ***w86 2/15 p. 25 True Worship Triumphs***

No, for Jerusalem’s devastated condition had been the subject of Nehemiah’s prayers “day and night” for quite some time. (1:4, 6) When afforded the opportunity to tell King Artaxerxes about his desire to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls, Nehemiah again prayed, thus doing what he already had done repeatedly. Jehovah’s favorable answer resulted in a commission to rebuild the city’s walls.

Lesson for Us: Nehemiah looked to Jehovah for direction. When faced with weighty decisions, we, too, should “persevere in prayer” and act in harmony with Jehovah’s guidance.​—Romans 12:12.



^ (Neh. 1:4) As soon as I heard these words, I sat down and began to weep and mourn for days, and I kept fasting and praying before the God of the heavens.



^ (Neh. 1:6) please, let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to listen to the prayer of your servant that I am praying to you today, day and night, concerning your servants the Israelites, all the while confessing the sins that the people of Israel have committed against you. We have sinned, both I and the house of my father.



^ (Rom. 12:12) Rejoice in the hope. Endure under tribulation. Persevere in prayer.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***lff lesson 11 point 4***




Learn how to make your Bible reading more interesting. See how to prepare well so that you get the most out of your Bible study.





4. Learn to enjoy Bible reading

It may not be easy to begin reading the Bible. However, we can “form a longing” to do so, just as someone can develop a taste for a new food. Read 1 Peter 2:2, and then discuss this question:

	  Do you think that if you read the Bible every day, it could become something you would enjoy and look forward to doing?





Play the VIDEO to see how some people started to enjoy reading the Bible. Then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: Youths Learning to Love God’s Word (5:33)





	  In the video, what challenges did the young people overcome?



	  What helped them stick to their goal of Bible reading?



	  How did they make their Bible reading more interesting?









Tips to help you get started:

	  Choose a reliable, modern-language translation. Try the New World Translation if it is available in your language.



	  First read portions that appeal to you the most. For ideas, see the chart “Get Started Reading the Bible.”



	  Keep track of what you read. Use the “Track Your Bible Reading” chart in this publication.



	  Use the JW Library® app. With it, you can read and listen to the Bible anywhere, using a smartphone or other such device.



	  Use the appendixes in the New World Translation. They include maps, charts, and a glossary that can make your reading more interesting.

















^ (1 Pet. 2:2) As newborn infants, form a longing for the unadulterated* milk of the word, so that by means of it you may grow to salvation,

Or “pure.”








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***sjj song 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One***


SONG 44

A Prayer of the Lowly One


(Psalm 4:1)


	1. Jehovah God, I call to you and ask you:

“Hear my prayer.”

My wounds are deep and slow to heal;

my load is hard to bear.

Despondent thoughts and disappointed hopes

have left me weak.

O God of comfort, care for me;

your favor I do seek.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.





	2. Your Word has been my comfort and

a refuge when I’m weak,

Expressing feelings dear to me

in words I cannot speak.

Please build in me the faith and trust

that your Word does impart.

And help me always know your love

is greater than my heart.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.









(See also Ps. 42:6; 119:28; Rom. 8:26; 2 Cor. 4:16; 1 John 3:20.)





^ (Ps. 4:1) When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.

Lit., “Make broad space.”


^ (Ps. 42:6) My God, I am* in despair. That is why I remember you, From the land of Jordan and the peaks of Herʹmon, From Mount Mi·zarʹ.*

Or “my soul is.”
Or “the little mountain.”


^ (Ps. 119:28) I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word.

Or “My soul has.”


^ (Rom. 8:26) In like manner, the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the problem is that we do not know what we should pray for as we need to, but the spirit itself pleads for us with unuttered* groanings.

Or “unspoken.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:16) Therefore, we do not give up, but even if the man we are outside is wasting away, certainly the man we are inside is being renewed from day to day.



^ (1 John 3:20) regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.









^ ***lff lesson 51***


LESSON 51

How Can You Please Jehovah With Your Speech?




When Jehovah created us, he gave us a wonderful gift​—the ability to speak. Does he care about the way we use that gift? He certainly does! (Read James 1:26.) So how can we use our ability to speak in a way that will please Jehovah?

1. How should we use the gift of speech?

The Bible tells us to “keep encouraging one another and building one another up.” (1 Thessalonians 5:11) Can you think of some who need encouragement? What can you do to make them feel better? Assure them that you care about them. Perhaps you can tell them what you appreciate about them. Can you think of a scripture that would encourage someone you know? There are many from which you can choose. Remember, too, that the way you say something can affect others just as deeply as the words you use. So always try to speak kindly and mildly.​—Proverbs 15:1.

2. What type of speech must we avoid?

The Bible says: “Let a rotten word not come out of your mouth.” (Read Ephesians 4:29.) This means that we do not use foul language or make cruel and offensive remarks that are meant to hurt someone’s feelings. We must also avoid harmful gossip and slander.​—Read Proverbs 16:28.

3. What will help us to speak in an upbuilding way?

Often the things we talk about reveal what is really in our heart or weighing on our mind. (Luke 6:45) So we need to train ourselves to focus on positive things​—things that are righteous, chaste, lovable, and praiseworthy. (Philippians 4:8) To focus on these things, we must choose our entertainment and friends wisely. (Proverbs 13:20) It also helps to take the time to think before we speak. Consider how your words will affect others. The Bible says: “Thoughtless speech is like the stabs of a sword, but the tongue of the wise is a healing.”​—Proverbs 12:18.




DIG DEEPER


Learn how to speak in a way that pleases Jehovah and encourages others.



4. Control your speech

At times, we all say things we later regret. (James 3:2) Read Galatians 5:22, 23, and then discuss these questions:

	  Which of these qualities could you pray for to help you control your speech? How might these qualities help you?





Read 1 Corinthians 15:33, and then discuss this question:

	  What effect might your choice of friends and entertainment have on the language you use?





Read Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7, and then discuss this question:

	  When might it be wise to keep silent or to wait for a better time to say something?





5. Speak positively of others


How can we avoid insulting others or saying unkind things? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Speak “What Is Good for Building Up” Others (4:07)








	  In the video, why did this brother want to change the way he spoke about others?



	  What did he do to change?





Read Ecclesiastes 7:16, and then discuss this question:

	  What should we remember when we are tempted to speak negatively about someone?





Read Ecclesiastes 7:21, 22, and then discuss this question:

	  How can these verses help you to keep from overreacting when someone speaks negatively about you?









6. Be kind when you speak to your family


Jehovah wants us to communicate with our family in a kind and loving way. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: Love and Respect Unite Families (3:08)








	  What will help you to speak kindly to your family?





Read Ephesians 4:31, 32, and then discuss this question:

	  What kind of speech builds up a family?





Jehovah expressed how he felt about his Son, Jesus. Read Matthew 17:5, and then discuss this question:

	  How can you imitate Jehovah in the way you communicate with your family?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I speak my mind. It’s not my problem if others don’t like what I say.”

	  Do you agree? Why, or why not?










SUMMARY

Words have power. We need to think carefully about what we say, when we say it, and how we say it.

Review

	  What are some ways that you can use speech to help others?



	  What kind of speech do you want to avoid?



	  What can help us always to be kind and upbuilding in our speech?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

This week, try to commend someone in your family or in the congregation.



Other: 










EXPLORE



What can help us to use positive speech?

Develop the Tongue of the Wise Ones (8:04)







Learn what can help you to avoid using bad language.

“Is Cursing Really That Bad?” (Web article)







See how you can avoid falling into the trap of harmful gossip.

How Can I Stop the Gossip? (2:36)







Discover how Jehovah helped a man with his struggle to quit swearing.

“I Began to Think Seriously About Where My Life Was Headed” (The Watchtower, August 1, 2013)













^ (Jas. 1:26) If any man thinks he is a worshipper of God* but does not keep a tight rein on* his tongue, he is deceiving his own heart, and his worship is futile.

Or “is religious.”
Or “does not bridle.”


^ (1 Thess. 5:11) Therefore, keep encouraging one another and building one another up, just as you are in fact doing.



^ (Prov. 15:1) A mild* answer turns away rage, But a harsh* word stirs up anger.

Or “gentle.”
Or “painful.”


^ (Eph. 4:29) Let a rotten word not come out of your mouth, but only what is good for building up as the need may be, to impart what is beneficial to the hearers.



^ (Prov. 16:28) A troublemaker* causes dissension, And a slanderer separates close friends.

Or “A schemer.”


^ (Luke 6:45) A good man brings good out of the good treasure of his heart, but a wicked man brings what is wicked out of his wicked treasure; for out of the heart’s abundance his mouth speaks.



^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^ (Prov. 12:18) Thoughtless speech is like the stabs of a sword, But the tongue of the wise is a healing.



^ (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^ (Gal. 5:22, 23) On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.



^ (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”


^ (Eccl. 3:1) There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:



^ (Eccl. 3:7) A time to rip apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak;



^ (Eccl. 7:16) Do not be overly righteous, nor show yourself excessively wise. Why should you bring ruin to yourself?



^ (Eccl. 7:21, 22) Also, do not take to heart every word that people say; otherwise, you may hear your servant calling down evil on* you; 22 for you well know in your heart that many times you yourself have called down evil on others.

Lit., “cursing.”


^ (Eph. 4:31, 32) Put away from yourselves every kind of malicious bitterness, anger, wrath, screaming, and abusive speech, as well as everything injurious. 32 But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Matt. 17:5) While he was still speaking, look! a bright cloud overshadowed them, and look! a voice out of the cloud said: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved. Listen to him.”









^ ***sjj song 102 “Assist Those Who Are Weak”***


SONG 102

“Assist Those Who Are Weak”


(Acts 20:35)


	1. Many are the weaknesses

That we all possess.

Still Jehovah cares for us,

Loves us nonetheless.

He is so merciful;

His love, so powerful.

May we show this kind of love,

Help those in distress.



	2. Some at times are weak in faith,

Strong though they appear.

By our reassuring words,

We can calm their fears.

Weak ones to God belong;

His spirit makes them strong.

May we feel their pain and cares,

Help them dry their tears.



	3. Rather than condemn the weak,

We should bear in mind

How much we can strengthen them

By our being kind.

May we be diligent,

Give them encouragement.

As we lend our kind support,

Comfort they will find.







(See also Isa. 35:3, 4; 2 Cor. 11:29; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Isa. 35:3, 4) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”



^ (2 Cor. 11:29) Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I am not incensed?



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.















^ ***w08 2/15 p. 3 Keep Jehovah Before You Constantly***

 5. Why can we say that even a brief, silent prayer to Jehovah can be effective?

5 At times, we may need to pray quickly for God’s help. On one occasion, Persian King Artaxerxes noticed that his cupbearer Nehemiah was gloomy. “What is this that you are seeking to secure?” asked the king. “At once [Nehemiah] prayed to the God of the heavens.” Nehemiah could not linger in that apparently silent prayer. Yet, God answered it, for Nehemiah was given the king’s support to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. (Read Nehemiah 2:1-8.) Yes, even a brief, silent prayer can be effective.



^  (Neh. 2:1-8) In the month of Niʹsan,* in the 20th year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, wine was set before him, and as usual I took up the wine and gave it to the king. But I had never been gloomy in his presence. 2 So the king said to me: “Why do you look so gloomy when you are not sick? This can be nothing but gloominess of heart.” At this I became very frightened. 3 Then I said to the king: “Long live the king! Why should I not look gloomy when the city, the place where my forefathers are buried, lies in ruins, and its gates have been consumed by fire?” 4 The king then said to me: “What is it that you are seeking?” At once I prayed to the God of the heavens. 5 I then said to the king: “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor with you, send me to Judah, to the city where my forefathers are buried, so that I may rebuild it.” 6 Then the king, with his royal consort* sitting beside him, said to me: “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a set time. 7 Then I said to the king: “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me for the governors of the region Beyond the River,* granting me safe passage until I reach Judah, 8 as well as a letter to Aʹsaph the keeper of the Royal Park,* so that he may give me timber for beams for the gates of the Fortress of the House* and for the walls of the city and for the house where I will go.” So the king gave them to me, for the good hand of my God was upon me.

See App. B15.
Or “his queen.”
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “the king’s forest.”
Or “Temple.”








^ ***be p. 177 par. 4 Extemporaneous Delivery***


When you are called on for impromptu explanations of your beliefs, what can help you make your comments effective? Imitate Nehemiah, who silently prayed before he answered a question posed by King Artaxerxes. (Neh. 2:4) Next, quickly formulate a mental outline. The basic steps might be listed in this way: (1) Select one or two points that the explanation should include (you may choose to use points found in Reasoning From the Scriptures). (2) Decide which scriptures you will use to support those points. (3) Plan how to begin your explanation tactfully so that the inquirer will be willing to listen. Then start to talk.





^  (Neh. 2:4) The king then said to me: “What is it that you are seeking?” At once I prayed to the God of the heavens.















^ ***sjj song 143 Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting***


SONG 143

Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting


(Romans 8:20-25)


	1. The God of times and of seasons,

Whose name alone is Jehovah—

The time for his vindication

Is near by signs we can see.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	2. The time has long been appointed;

His Son is ready to conquer,

Defeating all who oppose him.

His sword will bring victory.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	3. Though all creation is groaning,

In faith we’re eagerly waiting.

Jehovah’s day is approaching,

The time for setting us free.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.









(See also Matt. 25:13; Luke 12:36.)





^ (Rom. 8:20-25) For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but through the one who subjected it, on the basis of hope 21 that* the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now. 23 Not only that, but we ourselves also who have the firstfruits, namely, the spirit, yes, we ourselves groan within ourselves while we are earnestly waiting for adoption as sons, the release from our bodies by ransom. 24 For we were saved in this hope; but hope that is seen is not hope, for when a man sees a thing, does he hope for it? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we keep eagerly waiting for it with endurance.

Or “because.”


^ (Matt. 25:13) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.



^ (Luke 12:36) and you should be like men waiting for their master to return* from the marriage,* so when he comes and knocks, they may at once open to him.

Or “depart; break away.”
Or “wedding feast.”








^ ***w06 2/1 p. 9 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah***

4:17, 18​—How could a man do the work of rebuilding with just one hand? For burden bearers this would not be a problem. Once the load was placed on their head or shoulders, they could easily balance it with one hand “while the other hand was holding the missile.” The builders who needed both hands to do their work “were girded, each one with his sword upon his hip, while building.” They were ready to go into action in case of an enemy attack.



^  (Neh. 4:17, 18) who were building the wall. Those who were carrying the loads did the work with one hand while holding a weapon* in the other hand. 18 And each of the builders had a sword strapped to his hip while building, and the one to blow the horn stood beside me.

Or “missile.”








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***lffi Is it possible to enjoy life forever?***




Is it possible to enjoy life forever?






Would you say . . .

	  yes?



	  no?



	  maybe?







WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“The righteous will possess the earth, and they will live forever on it.”​—PSALM 37:29.

WHAT THAT CAN MEAN FOR YOU

A happy, peaceful future with family and friends.​—JEREMIAH 29:11.

Enjoying life, not just for a short time, but forever.​—PSALM 22:26.

CAN WE REALLY BELIEVE WHAT THE BIBLE PROMISES?

Yes! To see why, please consider the evidence presented in the three lessons in this brochure. They are entitled:

	How Can the Bible Help You?



	The Bible Gives Hope



	Can You Trust the Bible?













^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Jer. 29:11) “‘For I well know the thoughts that I am thinking toward you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘thoughts of peace, and not of calamity, to give you a future and a hope.



^ (Ps. 22:26) The meek will eat and be satisfied; Those seeking Jehovah will praise him. May you enjoy life* forever.

Lit., “May your heart live.”








^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***km 11/12 p. 1 See Good for Your Hard Work***

See Good for Your Hard Work

 1. What could dampen our zeal for the ministry?

1 Man was designed to “see good because of his hard work.” (Eccl. 2:24) However, when we fail to see good results from our ministry, discouragement can rob us of joy and dampen our zeal. What can help us to maintain a positive attitude?

 2. Why should we have realistic expectations about the response to our ministry?

2 Have Realistic Expectations: Remember that although those who responded to Jesus were few, his ministry was unquestionably a success. (John 17:4) In his illustration of the sower, Jesus foretold that most hearts would ultimately not be receptive to the seedlike Kingdom message. (Matt. 13:3-8, 18-22) Nonetheless, our diligent efforts still accomplish much.

 3. How may we “bear fruit” even if we see little response to our preaching?

3 How We Bear Much Fruit: According to Jesus’ illustration, those who accept the message would “bear fruit.” (Matt. 13:23) After a wheat stalk sprouts and matures, the fruit it produces is not little wheat stalks, but new seed. So the fruitage that successful Christians produce is, not necessarily new disciples, but the many-fold duplication of Kingdom seed​—our expressions about the Kingdom. This results in much “good” from which we can obtain satisfaction, regardless of whether people respond. We are contributing to the sanctification of Jehovah’s name. (Isa. 43:10-12; Matt. 6:9) We are enjoying the privilege of being God’s fellow workers. (1 Cor. 3:9) And such “fruit of lips” delights Jehovah.​—Heb. 13:15, 16.

 4. What results, unknown to us, may our ministry have?

4 In addition, our hard work may be having results that we do not see. It is possible that some who heard Jesus preach did not become his disciples until after he finished his earthly ministry. Similarly, Kingdom seed that we sow may not take root and grow in a person’s heart until later, and he may come into the truth without our knowing. Indeed, our ministry accomplishes a great deal of good. Therefore, may we “keep bearing much fruit” and prove ourselves Jesus’ disciples.​—John 15:8.

[Study Questions]



^  (Eccl. 2:24) There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and find enjoyment* in his hard work. This too, I have realized, is from the hand of the true God,

Or “cause his soul to see good.”


^  (John 17:4) I have glorified you on the earth, having finished the work you have given me to do.



^  (Matt. 13:3-8) Then he told them many things by illustrations, saying: “Look! A sower went out to sow. 4 As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 8 Still others fell on the fine soil, and they began to yield fruit, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.



^  (Matt. 13:18-22) “Now listen to the illustration of the man who sowed. 19 Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road. 20 As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled. 22 As for the one sown among the thorns, this is the one hearing the word, but the anxiety of this system of things and the deceptive power of riches* choke the word, and it* becomes unfruitful.

Or “the seductiveness (deceptive pleasure) of being wealthy.”
Or possibly, “he,” that is, “the one hearing the word.”


^  (Matt. 13:23) As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of it, who really does bear fruit and produces, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.”



^  (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^  (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^  (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^  (Heb. 13:15, 16) Through him let us always offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that make public declaration to his name. 16 Moreover, do not forget to do good and to share what you have with others, for God is well-pleased with such sacrifices.



^  (John 15:8) My Father is glorified in this, that you keep bearing much fruit and prove yourselves my disciples.









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***sjj song 91 Our Labor of Love***


SONG 91

Our Labor of Love


(Psalm 127:1)


	1. Jehovah, this is the day;

Now from our hearts, we want to pray.

How you have honored us, favored us,

More than words can say!

Upon our labor of love,

We’ve seen your blessing from above.

And now a building stands, by our hands,

As the proof thereof.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, it was a priv’lege

For us to build this place for you.

May we continue in your service throughout our days

And bring you praise in all we do.





	2. What happy faces we see,

And what good friends we’ve come to be!

And how we’ll cherish these memories

For eternity!

We saw your spirit, O Lord,

In how we worked with one accord.

And how we’ve added fame to your name;

What a grand reward!

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, it was a priv’lege

For us to build this place for you.

May we continue in your service throughout our days

And bring you praise in all we do.









(See also Ps. 116:1; 147:1; Rom. 15:6.)





^ (Ps. 127:1) Unless Jehovah builds the house, It is in vain that its builders work hard on it. Unless Jehovah guards the city, It is in vain that the guard stays awake.



^ (Ps. 116:1) I love Jehovah Because he hears* my voice, my pleas for help.

Or possibly, “I love because Jehovah hears.”


^ (Ps. 147:1) Praise Jah!* It is good to sing praises* to our God; How pleasant and fitting it is to praise him!

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “make music.”


^ (Rom. 15:6) so that unitedly you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.









^ ***lff lesson 52***


LESSON 52

Why Our Clothing and Appearance Matter




We all have preferences about how we want to dress and groom ourselves. If we follow a few simple Bible principles, we can not only express our personal taste but also please Jehovah. Let us consider some of those principles.

1. What principles should guide our choices in dress and grooming?

We should choose “appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind,” and maintain a clean appearance that reflects our “devotion to God.” (1 Timothy 2:9, 10) Consider these four principles: (1) Our dress should be “appropriate.” As you have observed at congregation meetings, Jehovah’s people have different tastes, but our dress and hairstyles show respect for the God we worship. (2) Dressing “with modesty” means our appearance would not be sexually provocative, nor should it draw too much attention to ourselves. (3) We show “soundness of mind” when we do not adopt every fad of dress and grooming that comes along. (4) Our appearance should always reflect our “devotion to God,” indicating to others that we worship the true God.​—1 Corinthians 10:31.

2. How can our appearance affect our fellow believers?

While we have the freedom to choose what we wear, we should think of the effect our appearance might have on others. We try our best not to offend anyone but, rather, to “please [our] neighbor for his good, to build him up.”​—Read Romans 15:1, 2.

3. How can our appearance attract others to true worship?

While we try to dress appropriately on every occasion, we pay particular attention to our dress when we attend congregation meetings and share in the ministry. We do not want to detract from the important message we are taking to people. Instead, our appearance can make the truth attractive to others and “adorn the teaching of our Savior.”​—Titus 2:10.




DIG DEEPER


Consider how we can make sure that our clothing and appearance are appropriate for us as Christians.



4. A good appearance shows respect for Jehovah

What is the most important reason for us to care about our appearance? Read Psalm 47:2, and then discuss these questions:

	  How should the fact that we represent Jehovah affect the way we dress?



	  Do you think it is reasonable to be concerned about our appearance when we attend meetings and share in the ministry? Why, or why not?





5. How to make good choices about dress and grooming

Play the VIDEO.



VIDEO: “Do All Things for God’s Glory” (10:18)





Whether our clothes are expensive or cost little, they should be clean and appropriate for the specific situations we find ourselves in. Read 1 Corinthians 10:24 and 1 Timothy 2:9, 10. Then, discuss why we would want to avoid wearing clothing that is . . .

	  sloppy or overly casual.



	  tight-fitting, revealing, or otherwise sexually provocative.





Although Christians are not under the Mosaic Law, it reveals Jehovah’s thinking. Read Deuteronomy 22:5, and then discuss this question:

	  Why should we avoid dress and grooming that makes men look like women or women look like men?





Read 1 Corinthians 10:32, 33 and 1 John 2:15, 16, and then discuss these questions:

	  Why should we care whether our appearance offends some in the community or in the congregation?



	  What styles of dress and grooming are common where you live?



	  Do you think some of those styles might be inappropriate for a Christian? Why, or why not?






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I have the right to wear anything I want.”

	  Do you agree? Why, or why not?










SUMMARY

When we make good choices about our appearance, we show our respect for Jehovah and for others.

Review

	  Why is our dress and grooming important to Jehovah?



	  What are some principles that should guide our decisions about our appearance?



	  How can our appearance affect the way others view true worship?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Consider whether you need to make any adjustments to your clothing or grooming.



Other: 










EXPLORE



See what message your clothes might be sending.

“How Do I Look?” (Web article)







Learn why it is wise to think before you ink.

“What Does the Bible Say About Tattoos?” (Web article)







Consider additional principles that can guide our decisions.

“Does Your Style of Dress Glorify God?” (The Watchtower, September 2016)







How did one sincere woman develop a balanced view of others’ choices about personal appearance?

“Dress and Grooming Was My Stumbling Block” (Awake!, December 22, 2003)













^ (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing, 10 but in the way that is proper for women professing devotion to God, namely, through good works.



^ (1 Cor. 10:31) Therefore, whether you are eating or drinking or doing anything else, do all things for God’s glory.



^ (Rom. 15:1, 2) We, though, who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those not strong, and not to be pleasing ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.



^ (Titus 2:10) not stealing from them, but showing complete trustworthiness, so that in every way they may adorn the teaching of our Savior, God.



^ (Ps. 47:2) For Jehovah the Most High is awe-inspiring; He is the great King over all the earth.



^ (1 Cor. 10:24) Let each one keep seeking, not his own advantage, but that of the other person.



^ (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing, 10 but in the way that is proper for women professing devotion to God, namely, through good works.



^ (Deut. 22:5) “A woman must not put on the clothing of a man, nor should a man wear the clothing of a woman. For anyone doing so is detestable to Jehovah your God.



^ (1 Cor. 10:32, 33) Keep from becoming causes for stumbling to Jews as well as Greeks and to the congregation of God, 33 just as I am trying to please all people in all things, not seeking my own advantage, but that of the many, so that they may be saved.



^ (1 John 2:15, 16) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”








^ ***sjj song 29 Living Up to Our Name***


SONG 29

Living Up to Our Name


(Isaiah 43:10-12)


	1. Glorious Jehovah, almighty, eternal,

Perfect in justice, in power, in love.

Source of all truth and of infinite wisdom,

You rule as Sov’reign in heaven above.

We as your people delight in your service;

Your Kingdom truth we delight to proclaim.

(CHORUS)

Being your Witnesses, great is our priv’lege.

Oh, may we ever live up to our name!





	2. Working together in your sacred service

Binds us as brothers in love and in peace.

Teaching the truth and reflecting your glory

Fill us with joy as your praises increase.

Known by your name, O Jehovah, our Father,

We have the honor to add to your fame.

(CHORUS)

Being your Witnesses, great is our priv’lege.

Oh, may we ever live up to our name!









(See also Deut. 32:4; Ps. 43:3; Dan. 2:20, 21.)





^ (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Ps. 43:3) Send out your light and your truth. May these lead me; May they guide me to your holy mountain and to your grand tabernacle.



^ (Dan. 2:20, 21) Daniel declared: “Let the name of God be praised for all eternity,* For wisdom and mightiness are his alone. 21 He changes times and seasons, Removes kings and sets up kings, Gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those with discernment.

Or “from eternity to eternity.”














^ ***w06 2/1 p. 10 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah***

3:5, 27. We should not consider manual work done in the interests of true worship beneath our dignity, as did the “majestic ones” of the Tekoites. Rather, we can imitate the common Tekoites who willingly expended themselves.



^  (Neh. 3:5) And next to them the Te·koʹites did repair work, but their prominent men would not lower themselves to share in* the service of their masters.

Lit., “not bring their neck into.”


^  (Neh. 3:27) After them the Te·koʹites repaired another section, from in front of the great protruding tower as far as the wall of Oʹphel.









^ ***w19 October p. 23 What Will Jehovah Cause You to Become?***


11. What did the daughters of Shallum do, and who today are imitating them?

11 Many centuries later, the daughters of Shallum were among those whom Jehovah used to share in repairing the walls of Jerusalem. (Neh. 2:20; 3:12) Although their father was a prince, Shallum’s daughters were willing to do that difficult and dangerous work. (Neh. 4:15-18) What a contrast to the prominent men of the Tekoites, who “would not lower themselves to share” in the work! (Neh. 3:5) Just imagine the joy that Shallum’s daughters felt when the project was completed in just 52 days! (Neh. 6:15) In our day, willing sisters are happy to help perform a special form of sacred service​—the construction and maintenance of buildings that are dedicated to Jehovah. Their skill, enthusiasm, and loyalty are vital to the success of this work.





^  (Neh. 2:20) However, I replied: “The God of the heavens is the One who will grant us success, and we his servants will get up and build; but you have neither share nor claim nor memorial* in Jerusalem.”

Or “entitlement.”


^  (Neh. 3:12) And next to them Shalʹlum the son of Hal·loʹhesh, a prince of half the district of Jerusalem, did repair work, along with his daughters.



^  (Neh. 4:15-18) Now after our enemies heard that what they were doing had become known to us and that the true God had frustrated their plan, we all went back to work on the wall. 16 From that day forward, half of my men would do the work and half of them would hold the lances, the shields, the bows, and the coats of mail. And the princes stood behind the whole house of Judah 17 who were building the wall. Those who were carrying the loads did the work with one hand while holding a weapon* in the other hand. 18 And each of the builders had a sword strapped to his hip while building, and the one to blow the horn stood beside me.

Or “missile.”


^  (Neh. 3:5) And next to them the Te·koʹites did repair work, but their prominent men would not lower themselves to share in* the service of their masters.

Lit., “not bring their neck into.”


^  (Neh. 6:15) So the wall was completed on the 25th day of Eʹlul,* in 52 days.

See App. B15.








^ ***w04 8/1 p. 18 Cultivating a Christlike View of Greatness***

16. How can all in the congregation cultivate greatness in imitation of the pattern set by Jesus?

16 All Christians, young and old, should seek to cultivate the Christlike view of greatness. In the congregation, a variety of tasks must be performed. Never resent being asked to do things that may appear to be lowly. (1 Samuel 25:41; 2 Kings 3:11) Parents, do you encourage your children and teenagers to work cheerfully at any assignment that they are given to do, whether at the Kingdom Hall, at an assembly, or at a convention site? Do they see you perform lowly tasks? One brother, who now serves at the world headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses, vividly recalls his parents’ example. He said: “The way they treated the job of cleaning the Kingdom Hall or a convention center told me that they considered it to be important. They often volunteered to perform tasks that were for the good of the congregation or the brotherhood, no matter how menial those tasks might appear to be. This attitude has helped me to accept willingly any work assignment here at Bethel.”



^  (1 Sam. 25:41) She immediately rose up and bowed with her face to the ground and said: “Here is your slave as a servant to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.”



^  (2 Ki. 3:11) At that Je·hoshʹa·phat said: “Is there no prophet of Jehovah here through whom we may inquire of Jehovah?” So one of the servants of the king of Israel answered: “There is E·liʹsha the son of Shaʹphat, who used to pour out water on the hands of E·liʹjah.”*

Or “who was Elijah’s servant.”














^ ***sjj song 17 “I Want To”***


SONG 17

“I Want To”


(Luke 5:13)


	1. Kind and patient, perfect in love,

Was Christ, who came down from above.

He took care of our needs

With words and by deeds;

He gave of his time and his love.

He would keep the lowly in mind

By healing the sick, deaf, and blind.

To his royal commission he proved true

And willingly said: “I want to.”



	2. We now try to follow his way

In all of our dealings each day.

We are loving and kind

To all whom we find;

We help them to learn and obey.

We respond to friends when in need;

We love them in word and in deed.

So if widows and orphans should ask you,

Then readily say: “I want to.”







(See also John 18:37; Eph. 3:19; Phil. 2:7.)





^ (Luke 5:13) So stretching out his hand, he touched him, saying: “I want to! Be made clean.” Immediately the leprosy vanished from him.



^ (John 18:37) So Pilate said to him: “Well, then, are you a king?” Jesus answered: “You yourself are saying that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is on the side of the truth listens to my voice.”



^ (Eph. 3:19) and to know the love of the Christ, which surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all* the fullness that God gives.

Or “may be filled up to all.”


^ (Phil. 2:7) No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and became human.*

Lit., “came to be in the likeness of humans.”








^ ***w07 7/1 pp. 30-31 “Keep Conquering the Evil With the Good”***

15. What recommendation did a false prophet make, and why did Nehemiah not accept the recommendation?

15 Third, Nehemiah’s enemies used a traitor, the Israelite Shemaiah, to try to make Nehemiah break God’s Law. Shemaiah said to Nehemiah: “Let us meet by appointment at the house of the true God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple; for they are coming in to kill you.” Shemaiah said that Nehemiah was about to be assassinated but that he could save his life by hiding in the temple. However, Nehemiah was not a priest. He would commit a sin by hiding in the house of God. Would he break God’s Law in an attempt to save his life? Nehemiah responded: “Who is there like me that could enter into the temple and live? I shall not enter!” Why did Nehemiah not fall into the trap that had been set for him? Because he knew that although Shemaiah was a fellow Israelite, “it was not God that had sent him.” After all, a true prophet would never advise him to break God’s Law. Again, Nehemiah did not let himself be conquered by evil opposers. Shortly thereafter he could report: “At length the wall came to completion on the twenty-fifth day of Elul, in fifty-two days.”​—Nehemiah 6:10-15; Numbers 1:51; 18:7.



^  (Neh. 6:10-15) Then I went to the house of She·maiʹah the son of De·laʹiah the son of Me·hetʹa·bel while he was confined there. He said: “Let us set a time to meet at the house of the true God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you by night.” 11 But I said: “Should a man like me run away? Can a man like me go into the temple and live? I will not go in!” 12 Then I realized that God had not sent him, but that To·biʹah and San·balʹlat had hired him to speak this prophecy against me. 13 He had been hired to frighten me and to cause me to sin, so that they would have grounds to damage my reputation in order to reproach me. 14 Do remember, O my God, To·biʹah and San·balʹlat and these deeds, and also No·a·diʹah the prophetess and the rest of the prophets who were constantly trying to frighten me. 15 So the wall was completed on the 25th day of Eʹlul,* in 52 days.

See App. B15.


^  (Num. 1:51) Whenever the tabernacle is to be moved, the Levites should take it down; and when the tabernacle is to be reassembled, the Levites should set it up; and any unauthorized person* who comes near should be put to death.

Lit., “any stranger,” that is, a non-Levite.


^  (Num. 18:7) You and your sons are responsible for your priestly duties pertaining to the altar and what is inside the curtain, and you are to render this service. I have given the service of the priesthood as a gift to you, and any unauthorized person* who approaches should be put to death.”

Lit., “stranger,” that is, a man not of Aaron’s family.








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 12 Appropriate Use of Visual Aids***


STUDY 9

Appropriate Use of Visual Aids



Genesis 15:5

SUMMARY: Use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Select visual aids that enhance your teaching. Use pictures, diagrams, maps, time lines, or other visual aids to highlight important points, not minor details. Help your listeners to remember not just the visual aid but the point of instruction.



	  Make sure that your listeners can see the visual aid.

Well before your presentation, ensure that any visual aids you plan to use are ready.













IN THE MINISTRY


Direct a listener’s attention to artwork in a publication, and ask him to comment on what he sees. Ask additional questions, as needed, to emphasize key ideas. When playing a video, turn the screen to face your listener. Generally, it is not necessary to talk while the video is playing.







^ (Gen. 15:5) He now brought him outside and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to do so.” Then he said to him: “So your offspring* will become.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***th p. 9 Scripture Application Made Clear***


STUDY 6

Scripture Application Made Clear



John 10:33-36

SUMMARY: Do not simply read a scripture and then move on to the next point. Make sure that your listeners see clearly the connection between the scripture you read and the point you are making.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Isolate key words. After reading a scripture, highlight the words that relate directly to your main point. You may do this by repeating those words or by asking a question that invites your listeners to identify the key words.

If you use different words to restate the idea of the scripture, be sure that your listeners can still plainly see how the words in the Bible itself connect to your main point.








	  Emphasize the point. If you introduced the scripture with a clear reason for reading it, explain how the key words of the scripture relate to that reason.

As you discuss the scripture, keep your Bible open. This helps your listeners to connect your words to the verse you just read.








	  Make your application simple. Avoid commenting on irrelevant details that do not contribute to the main point. Based on what your listeners already know about the topic, decide how many facts are necessary to make the point of application clear and understandable.










^ (John 10:33-36) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.” 34 Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’? 35 If he called ‘gods’ those against* whom the word of God came—and yet the scripture cannot be nullified— 36 do you say to me* whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?

Or “to.”
Or “of him.”








^ ***w13 5/15 p. 7 Fulfill Your Role as an Evangelizer***


SUCCESSFUL EVANGELIZERS ASSIST ONE ANOTHER

17, 18. When accompanying someone in the ministry, how can we work as a team?

17 Jesus sent his disciples out in the preaching work by twos. (Mark 6:7; Luke 10:1) Later, the apostle Paul mentioned “fellow workers” who had “striven side by side with [him] in the good news.” (Phil. 4:3) In harmony with that Scriptural precedent, in 1953, Kingdom publishers began a program of training others in the ministry.

18 When you accompany another Christian in the ministry, how can you work as a team? (Read 1 Corinthians 3:6-9.) In your Bible, look up the scriptures that your partner is using. Keep your attention turned to your partner and to the householder when either of them is talking. Follow the discussion closely in case there is a need for you to assist your partner to overcome an objection. (Eccl. 4:12) A word of caution, though: Resist the urge to interrupt your partner when he or she is using an effective line of reasoning. Your unrestrained enthusiasm might discourage your partner and confuse the householder. At times, it may be appropriate to join in the discussion. But if you choose to say something, limit yourself to a brief comment or two. Then allow your partner to resume the lead.

19. What do we do well to remember, and why?

19 How can you and your partner assist each other while walking from door to door? Why not use the time to discuss ways that your presentation might be improved? Be careful that your comments about those living in your territory are not discouraging. Likewise, avoid the trap of harping on the negative traits of fellow evangelizers. (Prov. 18:24) We do well to remember that we are earthen vessels. Jehovah has shown us extraordinary kindness by entrusting us with the treasure of the ministry of the good news. (Read 2 Corinthians 4:1, 7.) So let all of us show appreciation for that treasure by doing our best to fulfill our role as evangelizers.





^  (Mark 6:7) He now summoned the Twelve and started sending them out two by two, and he gave them authority over the unclean spirits.



^  (Luke 10:1) After these things the Lord designated 70 others and sent them out by twos ahead of him into every city and place where he himself was to go.



^  (Phil. 4:3) Yes, I request you also, as a true fellow worker, to keep assisting these women who have striven side by side with me for the good news, along with Clement as well as the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.



^  (1 Cor. 3:6-9) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow. 8 Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one, but each person will receive his own reward according to his own work. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^  (Eccl. 4:12) And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart.

Or “easily.”


^  (Prov. 18:24) There are companions ready to crush one another, But there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.



^  (2 Cor. 4:1) Therefore, since we have this ministry through the mercy that was shown us, we do not give up.



^  (2 Cor. 4:7) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.









^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***sjj song 90 Encourage One Another***


SONG 90

Encourage One Another


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. As we encourage one another

To serve Jehovah faithfully,

We find the bonds of love are strengthened;

Fine works bring peace and unity.

The love we find among God’s people

Gives each the courage to endure.

Our congregation is a refuge,

A place where we can feel secure.



	2. A word when spoken at the right time

Is, oh, how comforting to hear!

We hear these words of consolation

From friends so faithful and so dear.

How good it is to work together

With those whose hopes and goals we share!

We seek to strengthen one another

And help each one his burden bear.



	3. As we with eyes of faith are seeing

The nearness of Jehovah’s day,

We need our gathering together

To keep us walking in the way.

United with Jehovah’s people,

We hope to serve eternally.

So we encourage one another

To hold to our integrity.







(See also Luke 22:32; Acts 14:21, 22; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 5:14.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Luke 22:32) But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.”



^ (Acts 14:21, 22) After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.”



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^ (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.









^ ***lff lesson 53***


LESSON 53

Choose Entertainment That Pleases Jehovah




Jehovah is “the happy God.” (1 Timothy 1:11) He wants us to be happy and to enjoy our life. He is pleased when we set aside time from work to relax. In this lesson, we will see how we can use our leisure time in ways that are enjoyable and satisfying​—and that also please Jehovah.

1. What should we remember when choosing entertainment?

What do you like to do when you relax? Some prefer to spend their leisure time quietly at home​—reading a book, listening to music, watching a movie, or browsing the Internet. Others enjoy being more active with friends​—hiking, swimming, or playing a game. Whatever our preference is, we need to make sure that our choice of entertainment is “acceptable to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:10) It is important that we understand this because a lot of popular entertainment features things that Jehovah hates, such as violence, sexual immorality, or spiritism. (Read Psalm 11:5.) What will help us to make wise choices in our entertainment?

If we choose friends who love Jehovah, they can have a good influence on us and on our choice of entertainment. As we learned in a previous lesson, “the one walking with the wise will become wise.” On the other hand, if we regularly associate with people who have no love for God’s standards, we “will fare badly.”​—Proverbs 13:20.

2. Why is it important to control how much time we spend on entertainment?

Even if the entertainment we choose is wholesome, we need to be careful not to spend too much time on it. Otherwise, we may not have enough time to spend on more important activities. The Bible encourages us to make “the best use of [our] time.”​—Read Ephesians 5:15, 16.





DIG DEEPER


Learn how to make good decisions about your entertainment.





3. Avoid unwholesome entertainment

Why should we choose our entertainment carefully? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: What Entertainment Should I Choose? (4:39)





	  How were the ancient gladiatorial games similar to some modern entertainment?



	  In the video, what did Danny learn about entertainment?





Read Romans 12:9, and then discuss this question:

	  How should this verse affect your choice of entertainment?





What are some things that Jehovah hates? Read Proverbs 6:16, 17 and Galatians 5:19-21. After reading each scripture, discuss this question:

	  Which of the things mentioned in these verses are common in today’s entertainment?









How to choose your entertainment wisely

Ask yourself:

	  What? Does it include anything that Jehovah hates?



	  When? Does it interfere with more important activities?



	  Who? Does it bring me in close or regular contact with people who do not love Jehovah?












It is safer to stay as far away from danger as possible. That is why we should stay away from any entertainment that we suspect might not be good for us





4. Use your time wisely


Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: What Controls Your Time? (2:45)








	  Although the brother in the video was not viewing anything unwholesome, how was his use of leisure time affecting him?





Read Philippians 1:10, and then discuss this question:

	  How could this verse help us decide how much time we spend on recreation?









5. Choose wholesome entertainment

Even though some entertainment displeases Jehovah, there are many enjoyable things that do not. Read Ecclesiastes 8:15 and Philippians 4:8, and then discuss this question:

	  What wholesome entertainment do you enjoy?






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “There’s nothing wrong with entertainment that features violence, immorality, or spiritism, as long as I’m not doing those things.”

	  What would you say?










SUMMARY

Jehovah wants us to choose and enjoy wholesome entertainment.

Review

	  What entertainment should Christians avoid?



	  Why should we be careful about how much time we spend on entertainment?



	  Why do you want to choose entertainment that pleases Jehovah?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Using the box “How to Choose Your Entertainment Wisely,” analyze the entertainment that you enjoy.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Consider who is responsible for choosing our entertainment.

“Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Ban Certain Movies, Books, or Songs?” (Web article)







See how you can make good decisions regarding recreation and leisure activities.

“Is Your Recreation Beneficial?” (The Watchtower, October 15, 2011)







In the story “I Even Overcame My Prejudice,” see why a man changed his choice of entertainment.

“The Bible Changes Lives” (The Watchtower, February 1, 2010)







See how a mother makes a wise decision regarding entertainment that features stories about the spirit world.

Avoid Entertainment That Features Spiritism (2:02)













^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^ (Eph. 5:10) Keep on making sure of what is acceptable to the Lord;



^ (Ps. 11:5) Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.

Or “His soul; His very being.”


^ (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^ (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^ (Rom. 12:9) Let your love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is wicked; cling to what is good.



^ (Prov. 6:16, 17) There are six things that Jehovah hates; Yes, seven things that he* detests: 17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

Or “his soul.”


^ (Gal. 5:19-21) Now the works of the flesh are plainly seen, and they are sexual immorality, uncleanness, brazen conduct, 20 idolatry, spiritism, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, dissensions, divisions, sects, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and things like these. I am forewarning you about these things, the same way I already warned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit God’s Kingdom.



^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^ (Eccl. 8:15) So I recommended rejoicing, because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice; this should accompany him as he works hard during the days of his life, which the true God gives him under the sun.



^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”








^ ***sjj song 35 “Make Sure of the More Important Things”***


SONG 35

“Make Sure of the More Important Things”


(Philippians 1:10)


	1. How great our need today for discernment,

To know the things that are true,

To know which things have greater importance,

To know which things we must do!

(CHORUS)

Love what is good; Hate what is bad.

Make God’s heart glad;

Oh, what rich blessings it brings when we learn,

When we discern,

And when we do the important things!





	2. And what could be of greater importance

Than sharing Kingdom good news,

To search for those who hunger for truth

And to help them God’s way to choose?

(CHORUS)

Love what is good; Hate what is bad.

Make God’s heart glad;

Oh, what rich blessings it brings when we learn,

When we discern,

And when we do the important things!





	3. If we take care to do what’s important,

Then true contentment we’ll find.

The peace surpassing all understanding

Will guard our heart and our mind.

(CHORUS)

Love what is good; Hate what is bad.

Make God’s heart glad;

Oh, what rich blessings it brings when we learn,

When we discern,

And when we do the important things!









(See also Ps. 97:10; John 21:15-17; Phil. 4:7.)





^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;



^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (John 21:15-17) When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” 17 He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep.



^ (Phil. 4:7) and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.















^ ***w02 11/1 p. 27 Supporters of True Worship—Then and Now***

Nehemiah contributed more than his time and organizational skills. He also used his material means to support true worship. He used his own money to buy back his Jewish brothers from slavery. He lent money without interest. He never “made it heavy” upon the Jews by demanding an allowance as governor, something to which he was entitled. Instead, he kept an open house to feed “a hundred and fifty men, and those coming in to us from the nations that were around us.” Each day he provided “one bull, six select sheep and birds” for his guests. In addition, once every ten days he offered them “every sort of wine in abundance”​—all at his own expense.​—Nehemiah 5:8, 10, 14-18.



^ (Neh. 5:8) And I said to them: “To the extent possible, we have bought back our own Jewish brothers who were sold to the nations; but will you now sell your own brothers, and are they to be sold back to us?” At this they became speechless, and they could find nothing to say.



^ (Neh. 5:10) Moreover, I, my brothers, and my attendants are lending them money and grain. Let us, please, stop this lending on interest.



^ (Neh. 5:14-18) Moreover, from the day that he commissioned me to become their governor in the land of Judah, from the 20th year to the 32nd year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, 12 years, neither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance due the governor. 15 But the former governors who were before me had burdened the people and had been taking from them 40 silver shekels* for bread and wine each day. Also, their attendants had oppressed the people. But I did not do that because of the fear of God. 16 Furthermore, I took a hand in the work on this wall, and not a field did we acquire; all my attendants were gathered there for the work. 17 There were 150 Jews and deputy rulers dining at my table, as well as those who came to us from the nations. 18 Every day one bull, six choice sheep, and birds were prepared for me,* and once every ten days we had all sorts of wine in abundance. Despite all this I did not demand the food allowance due the governor, because the people were already bearing their burden of service.

A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.
Or “at my expense.”








^ ***w16 September pp. 6-7 “Do Not Let Your Hands Drop Down”***


16. Like Nehemiah, how can elders strengthen the hands of those in the congregation? Give examples of how fellow believers have helped you personally.

16 With Jehovah’s backing, Nehemiah and those with him strengthened their hands for the work. They then completed Jerusalem’s walls in just 52 days! (Neh. 2:18, ftn.; 6:15, 16) Nehemiah did not simply oversee the work. He was personally involved in rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls. (Neh. 5:16) Similarly, many loving elders have been able to imitate Nehemiah by assisting on theocratic construction projects or by cleaning and maintaining their local Kingdom Hall. By working along with fellow publishers in the ministry and by making shepherding visits, they also strengthen the weak hands of those who are anxious at heart.​—Read Isaiah 35:3, 4.





^  (Neh. 2:18) Then I told them of how the good hand of my God was upon me and also of the words that the king had spoken to me. At this they said: “Let us get up and build.” So they strengthened themselves* for the good work.

Lit., “their hands.”


^  (Neh. 6:15, 16) So the wall was completed on the 25th day of Eʹlul,* in 52 days. 16 As soon as all our enemies heard of it and all the surrounding nations saw it, they became greatly ashamed,* and they realized that it was with our God’s help that this work had been done.

See App. B15.
Lit., “they fell greatly in their own eyes.”


^  (Neh. 5:16) Furthermore, I took a hand in the work on this wall, and not a field did we acquire; all my attendants were gathered there for the work.



^  (Isa. 35:3, 4) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”









^ ***w00 2/1 p. 32 How Will Jehovah Remember You?***

Consistently, the Bible shows that with God, “remembering” means taking positive action. For example, after the earth had been inundated by the floodwaters for 150 days, “God remembered Noah . . . , and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters began to subside.” (Genesis 8:1) Centuries later, Samson, blinded and chained by the Philistines, prayed: “Jehovah, remember me, please, and strengthen me, please, just this once.” Jehovah remembered Samson by giving him superhuman strength so that he could avenge himself against God’s enemies. (Judges 16:28-30) As for Nehemiah, Jehovah blessed his efforts, and true worship was restored in Jerusalem.



^ (Gen. 8:1) But God gave attention to* Noah and to all the wild animals and domestic animals that were with him in the ark, and God caused a wind to blow over the earth, and the waters began to subside.

Lit., “remembered.”


^ (Judg. 16:28-30) Samson now called out to Jehovah: “Sovereign Lord Jehovah, remember me, please, and strengthen me, please, just this once, O God, and let me take revenge on the Phi·lisʹtines for one of my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson braced himself against the two middle pillars that supported the house, and he leaned on them with his right hand on one and his left hand on the other. 30 Samson called out: “Let me* die with the Phi·lisʹtines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and the house fell on the lords and all the people in it. So he killed more at his death than he had killed during his life.

Or “my soul.”

















^ ***sjj song 110 “The Joy of Jehovah”***


SONG 110

“The Joy of Jehovah”


(Nehemiah 8:10)


	1. Signs of the times are pointing to the Kingdom.

Good news we tell for all to hear.

Lift up your heads, and look to your salvation;

Time for deliverance is near!

(CHORUS)

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

Sing loud, and raise a joyful cry.

Rejoice in the hope, and show a grateful heart,

All give praise and laud our God on high.

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

His greatness all must come to know.

With constant devotion to our God and King,

Godly joy in service we will show.





	2. Look to our God, you lovers of Jehovah.

No need to fear, for he is strong.

Stand up and shout with voices loud as thunder;

Sing to our God a joyful song!

(CHORUS)

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

Sing loud, and raise a joyful cry.

Rejoice in the hope, and show a grateful heart,

All give praise and laud our God on high.

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

His greatness all must come to know.

With constant devotion to our God and King,

Godly joy in service we will show.









(See also 1 Chron. 16:27; Ps. 112:4; Luke 21:28; John 8:32.)





^ (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”


^ (1 Chron. 16:27) In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and joy are in his dwelling place.

Or “dignity.”


^ (Ps. 112:4) To the upright he shines like a light in the darkness. He is compassionate* and merciful and righteous.

Or “gracious.”


^ (Luke 21:28) But as these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”



^ (John 8:32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”









^ ***it-1 p. 145 Aramaic***

A number of years after the Jews returned from Babylonian exile Ezra the priest read the book of the Law to Jews assembled in Jerusalem, and various Levites explained it to the people, Nehemiah 8:8 stating: “They continued reading aloud from the book, from the law of the true God, it being expounded, and there being a putting of meaning into it; and they continued giving understanding in the reading.” This expounding or interpreting may have involved paraphrasing the Hebrew text into Aramaic, Aramaic possibly having been adopted by the Hebrews when in Babylon. The expounding also, no doubt, involved exposition so that the Jews, even if understanding the Hebrew, would comprehend the deep significance of what was being read.



^ (Neh. 8:8) And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.*

Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”








^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***th p. 16 Practical Value Made Clear***


STUDY 13

Practical Value Made Clear



Proverbs 3:21

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to understand how your subject affects their lives, and show them what to do with what they learn.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on why your listeners need to hear the information you are sharing, and consider what aspect of the topic will be particularly helpful to them.



	  Throughout your presentation, show your listeners what to do. Right from the start, each listener should realize, ‘This involves me.’ As you develop each main point, show how to apply it. Avoid speaking in generalities.

Discuss the application of Bible principles lovingly and empathetically. Rather than burdening others with guilt, strengthen their love and faith, confident that their heart will motivate them to do the right thing.













IN THE MINISTRY


When preparing to preach, give thought to what is in the news and to topics that may interest people in your territory. Adapt your comments to address what is most practical then and there. Ask tactful questions that draw out a person’s concerns and interests. Then listen to the response, and adapt your teaching accordingly.







^ (Prov. 3:21) My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lff lesson 11 point 5***





5. Prepare for your Bible study

Read Psalm 119:34, and then discuss this question:

	  Why is it good to pray before reading the Bible or preparing for your Bible study?





How can you get the most out of each study session? As you prepare a lesson in this course, try the following method:

	             Read the opening paragraphs of the lesson.



	             Look up and read the scriptures, and try to understand how they relate to the material.



	             Highlight key words or phrases that answer each question; this will help you to discuss the lesson with your teacher.









Did you know?

Jehovah’s Witnesses have used several different Bible translations. However, we especially appreciate the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures because it is accurate, it is clear, and it uses God’s name.​—See the Web article “Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Have Their Own Bible?”








SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Studying the Bible is too much work. I don’t have the time or the energy.”

	  What do you think?













^ (Ps. 119:34) Give me understanding, So that I may observe your law And keep it with my whole heart.









^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 132 Now We Are One***


SONG 132

Now We Are One


(Genesis 2:23, 24)


	1. This is at last bone of my bone,

Flesh of my flesh; now I’m not alone.

God has provided a partner,

Someone to call my own.

Now we are one; now there can be

Blessings to share for you and for me.

As man and woman together,

We are a family.

Ev’ry day we’ll serve our God above.

As he shows the way,

Unfailing love we’ll display.

As we have vowed, so may it be.

Seasons of joy, may we come to see.

Oh, may we honor Jehovah,

And may you always be my love.







(See also Gen. 29:18; Eccl. 4:9, 10; 1 Cor. 13:8.)





^ (Gen. 2:23, 24) Then the man said: “This is at last bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh. This one will be called Woman, Because from man she was taken.” 24 That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^ (Gen. 29:18) Jacob had fallen in love with Rachel, so he said: “I am willing to serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.”



^ (Eccl. 4:9, 10) Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work. 10 For if one of them falls, the other can help his partner up. But what will happen to the one who falls with no one to help him up?

Or “greater benefit.”


^ (1 Cor. 13:8) Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.









^ ***lff lesson 54***


LESSON 54

The Role of “the Faithful and Discreet Slave”




Jesus is the Head of the Christian congregation. (Ephesians 5:23) Today, from his position in heaven, Jesus directs his followers on earth by means of a “faithful and discreet slave.” (Read Matthew 24:45.) Having received an appointment from Jesus himself, the “slave” would have a certain amount of authority but would remain a slave of Christ and serve Christ’s brothers. Who is that slave? How does the slave care for us?

1. Who is “the faithful and discreet slave”?

Jehovah has always used a man or a small group of men to give direction to his people. (Malachi 2:7; Hebrews 1:1) After Jesus’ death, the apostles and elders in Jerusalem took the lead. (Acts 15:2) Following that pattern, today a small group of elders​—the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses—​provides spiritual food and directs the preaching work. This group is “the faithful and discreet slave whom [Jesus] appointed.” (Matthew 24:45a) All members of the Governing Body are spirit-anointed Christians, who look forward to joining Christ in his heavenly Kingdom when their life on earth is over.

2. What spiritual food does the faithful slave provide?

Jesus said that the faithful slave would “give [fellow Christians] their food at the proper time.” (Matthew 24:45b) Just as the food we eat helps us to stay physically strong and healthy, spiritual food​—instruction from God’s Word—​gives us the strength we need to remain loyal to Jehovah and carry out the work Jesus has assigned us to do. (1 Timothy 4:6) We receive that spiritual food through meetings, assemblies, and conventions, as well as through Bible-based literature and videos that help us to understand God’s will and to strengthen our friendship with him.




DIG DEEPER


See why we need “the faithful and discreet slave”​—the Governing Body.



3. Jehovah’s people must be organized

Under Jesus’ direction, the Governing Body organizes the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses. A similar arrangement existed among the early Christians. Play the VIDEO.



VIDEO: Jehovah Organizes His People (6:18)





Read 1 Corinthians 14:33, 40, and then discuss this question:

	  How do these verses show that Jehovah wants his Witnesses to be organized?





4. The faithful slave organizes our preaching work

Preaching was the most important work performed by the early Christians. Read Acts 8:14, 25, and then discuss these questions:

	  Among the early Christians, who directed the preaching work?



	  How did Peter and John respond to the direction of their fellow apostles?





Preaching is the most important work organized by the Governing Body. Play the VIDEO.



VIDEO: Focused on the Preaching Work (1:24)





Jesus emphasized how important preaching is. Read Mark 13:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  Why is the preaching work so important to the Governing Body?



	  Why do we need “the faithful and discreet slave” to organize this global work?





5. The faithful slave provides direction

The Governing Body provides direction for Christians worldwide. How does it decide what direction to give? Consider how the governing body of the early Christians did so. Read Acts 15:1, 2, and then discuss these questions:

	  What issue caused conflict among some early Christians?



	  To whom did Paul, Barnabas, and others go in order to settle the issue?





Read Acts 15:12-18, 23-29, and then discuss this question:

	  Before making a decision, what did the early governing body consider when seeking God’s guidance on the matter?​—See verses 12, 15, and 28.





Read Acts 15:30, 31 and 16:4, 5, and then discuss these questions:

	  How did the early Christians react to direction given by the governing body?



	  How did Jehovah bless their obedience?





Read 2 Timothy 3:16 and James 1:5, and then discuss this question:

	  Where does the Governing Body look for guidance when it makes decisions today?






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “If you listen to the Governing Body, you’re just following men.”

	  What proves to you that Jesus is leading the Governing Body?










SUMMARY

The Governing Body is “the faithful and discreet slave” appointed by Christ. It gives direction and spiritual food to Christians earth wide.

Review

	  Who appointed “the faithful and discreet slave”?



	  How does the Governing Body care for us?



	  Do you believe that the Governing Body is “the faithful and discreet slave”?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

As encouraged at 2 Thessalonians 3:1, regularly pray for Jehovah to bless the work of the Governing Body.



Other: 










EXPLORE



See how the Governing Body is organized to do its work.

“What Is the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses?” (Web article)







Learn how the Governing Body makes sure that we receive trustworthy spiritual food.

Producing Accurate Publications (17:18)







How do the members of the Governing Body feel about the work Jesus has assigned them to do?

A Cherished Privilege (7:04)







How do our meetings and conventions prove that Jehovah is directing the Governing Body?

Jehovah Is Teaching His People (9:39)













^ (Eph. 5:23) because a husband is head of his wife just as the Christ is head of the congregation, he being a savior of this body.



^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^ (Mal. 2:7) For the lips of a priest should safeguard knowledge, and people should seek the law* from his mouth, because he is the messenger of Jehovah of armies.

Or “instruction.”


^ (Heb. 1:1) Long ago God spoke to our forefathers by means of the prophets on many occasions and in many ways.



^ (Acts 15:2) But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue.



^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^ (1 Tim. 4:6) By giving this counsel to the brothers, you will be a fine minister of Christ Jesus, one nourished with the words of the faith and of the fine teaching that you have followed closely.



^ (1 Cor. 14:33) For God is a God not of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the holy ones,



^ (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^ (Acts 8:14) When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Sa·marʹi·a had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them;



^ (Acts 8:25) Therefore, when they had given the witness thoroughly and had spoken the word of Jehovah, they started back toward Jerusalem, and they went declaring the good news to many villages of the Sa·marʹi·tans.



^ (Mark 13:10) Also, in all the nations, the good news has to be preached first.



^ (Acts 15:1, 2) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue.



^ (Acts 15:12-18) At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’



^ (Acts 15:23-29) They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions, 25 we have come to a unanimous decision to choose men to send to you together with our beloved Barʹna·bas and Paul, 26 men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We are therefore sending Judas and Silas, so that they also may report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”



^ (Acts 15:12) At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations.



^ (Acts 15:15) And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written:



^ (Acts 15:28) For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things:



^ (Acts 15:30, 31) So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement.



^ (Acts 16:4, 5) As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”


^ (2 Thess. 3:1) Finally, brothers, carry on prayer for us, that the word of Jehovah may keep spreading rapidly and being glorified, just as it is with you,









^ ***sjj song 123 Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order***


SONG 123

Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order


(1 Corinthians 14:33)


	1. As Jehovah’s people sound throughout the earth

Truths about the Kingdom and its priceless worth,

Theocratic order they must all obey

And remain united, loyalty display.

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.





	2. God provides his steward and his active force.

These will ever guide us in our Christian course.

So may we be steadfast, seeking God to please,

Loyally proclaiming all his wise decrees!

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.









(See also Luke 12:42; Heb. 13:7, 17.)





^ (1 Cor. 14:33) For God is a God not of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the holy ones,



^ (Luke 12:42) And the Lord said: “Who really is the faithful steward, the discreet one, whom his master will appoint over his body of attendants to keep giving them their measure of food supplies at the proper time?



^ (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”














^ ***w13 10/15 pp. 21-22 Lessons From a Well-Prepared Prayer***


A SPECIAL MONTH

 2. What fine example did the Israelites set for us at their gathering after the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls?

2 A month prior to the above assembly, the Jews had completed the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls. (Neh. 6:15) God’s people accomplished the work in just 52 days, and they then proceeded to give particular attention to their spiritual needs. So on the first day of the new month, Tishri, they gathered together at the public square to hear Ezra, along with other Levites, read aloud and explain God’s Law.  Whole families, including “all intelligent enough to listen,” stood and listened “from daybreak till midday.” What a fine example for those of us who today attend meetings in comfortable Kingdom Halls! Yet, on such occasions do you sometimes find that your mind wanders and you start thinking about less important matters? If so, consider again the example of those ancient Israelites who not only listened but took to heart what they heard to the extent that they began weeping over their failure as a nation to obey God’s Law.​—Neh. 8:1-9.





^  (Neh. 6:15) So the wall was completed on the 25th day of Eʹlul,* in 52 days.

See App. B15.


^  (Neh. 8:1-9) All the people then gathered with one accord at the public square in front of the Water Gate, and they told Ezʹra the copyist* to bring the book of the Law of Moses, which Jehovah had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezʹra the priest brought the Law before the congregation of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3 And he read aloud from it before the public square in front of the Water Gate, from daybreak until midday, to the men, the women, and all who could understand; and the people listened attentively to the book of the Law. 4 And Ezʹra the copyist* was standing on a wooden podium made for the occasion; and standing alongside him on his right were Mat·ti·thiʹah, Sheʹma, A·naiʹah, U·riʹah, Hil·kiʹah, and Ma·a·seiʹah; and on his left were Pe·daiʹah, Mishʹa·el, Mal·chiʹjah, Haʹshum, Hash-badʹda·nah, Zech·a·riʹah, and Me·shulʹlam. 5 Ezʹra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the people. As he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then Ezʹra praised Jehovah the true God, the great One, at which all the people answered, “Amen!* Amen!” and lifted up their hands. They then bowed low and prostrated themselves to Jehovah with their faces to the ground. 7 And Jeshʹu·a, Baʹni, She·re·biʹah, Jaʹmin, Akʹkub, Shabʹbe·thai, Ho·diʹah, Ma·a·seiʹah, Ke·liʹta, Az·a·riʹah, Joʹza·bad, Haʹnan, and Pe·laʹiah, who were Levites, were explaining the Law to the people, while the people remained standing. 8 And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.* 9 And Ne·he·miʹah, who was then the governor,* Ezʹra the priest and copyist,* and the Levites who were instructing the people said to all the people: “This day is holy to Jehovah your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping as they heard the words of the Law.

Or “scribe.”
Or “scribe.”
Or “So be it!”
Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”
Or “the Tirshatha,” a Persian title for a governor of a province.
Or “scribe.”








^ ***w07 7/15 p. 22 Will You “Keep Walking by Spirit”?***

“The Joy of Jehovah Is Your Stronghold”

9, 10. What is joy, and what are some reasons to be joyful?

9 Joy is a state of great happiness. Jehovah is “the happy God.” (1 Timothy 1:11; Psalm 104:31) The Son delights to do his Father’s will. (Psalm 40:8; Hebrews 10:7-9) And “the joy of Jehovah is [our] stronghold.”​—Nehemiah 8:10.

10 God-given joy brings us deep satisfaction when we do the divine will even in times of hardship, sorrow, or persecution. What happiness “the very knowledge of God” brings us! (Proverbs 2:1-5) Our joyous relationship with God is based on accurate knowledge and faith in him and in Jesus’ ransom sacrifice. (1 John 2:1, 2) Being part of the only true international brotherhood is another source of joy. (Zephaniah 3:9; Haggai 2:7) Our Kingdom hope and the grand privilege of declaring the good news make us joyful. (Matthew 6:9, 10; 24:14) So does the prospect of everlasting life. (John 17:3) Since we have such a grand hope, we should be “nothing but joyful.”​—Deuteronomy 16:15.



^  (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^  (Ps. 104:31) The glory of Jehovah will last forever. Jehovah will rejoice in his works.



^  (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^  (Heb. 10:7-9) Then I said: ‘Look! I have come (in the scroll* it is written about me) to do your will, O God.’” 8 After first saying: “You did not want nor did you approve of sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and sin offerings”—sacrifices that are offered according to the Law— 9 then he says: “Look! I have come to do your will.” He does away with what is first in order to establish what is second.

Lit., “in the scroll of the book.”


^  (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”


^  (Prov. 2:1-5) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,  2 By making your ear attentive to wisdom And inclining your heart to discernment;  3 Moreover, if you call out for understanding And raise your voice for discernment;  4 If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.



^  (1 John 2:1, 2) My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not commit a sin. And yet, if anyone does commit a sin, we have a helper* with the Father, Jesus Christ, a righteous one. 2 And he is a propitiatory sacrifice* for our sins, yet not for ours only but also for the whole world’s.

Or “an advocate.”
Or “an atoning sacrifice; a means of appeasement.”


^  (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”


^  (Hag. 2:7) “‘And I will shake all the nations, and the precious* things of all the nations will come in; and I will fill this house with glory,’ says Jehovah of armies.

Or “desirable.”


^  (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (Deut. 16:15) Seven days you will celebrate the festival to Jehovah your God in the place that Jehovah chooses, for Jehovah your God will bless all your produce and all that you do, and you will become nothing but joyful.


















^ ***sjj song 37 Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled***


SONG 37

Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled


(Matthew 22:37)


	1. O Jehovah, Sov’reign Ruler,

You are the one I love and obey.

You deserve my full devotion;

You are my God; I’ll serve you each day.

Your commands I loyally follow;

How I love reminders from you!

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.





	2. Father, all your works exalt you.

Earth, moon, and stars your glory proclaim.

May I also be as faithful,

Using my strength to make known your name.

May I use my whole life to serve you,

Proving to be loyal and true.

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.









(See also Deut. 6:15; Ps. 40:8; 113:1-3; Eccl. 5:4; John 4:34.)





^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’



^ (Deut. 6:15) for Jehovah your God who is in your midst is a God who requires exclusive devotion. Otherwise, the anger of Jehovah your God will blaze against you and he will annihilate you from the face of the earth.



^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (Ps. 113:1-3) Praise Jah!* Offer praise, you servants of Jehovah, Praise the name of Jehovah.  2 May Jehovah’s name be praised From now on and forever.  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, Let Jehovah’s name be praised.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Eccl. 5:4) Whenever you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, for he finds no pleasure in the stupid ones. What you vow, pay.



^ (John 4:34) Jesus said to them: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.









^ ***w06 2/1 p. 11 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah***

10:34​—Why were the people required to supply wood? The wood offering was not commanded in the Mosaic Law. This requirement stemmed strictly from the need. Large quantities of wood were needed in order to burn the sacrifices on the altar. Apparently, there were not enough Nethinim, who served as non-Israelite temple slaves. Hence, lots were cast to ensure a continuous supply of wood.



^  (Neh. 10:34) Also, we cast lots concerning the supply of the wood that the priests, the Levites, and the people should bring to the house of our God by our paternal houses, at the appointed times, year by year, to burn on the altar of Jehovah our God, according to what is written in the Law.









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***lffi How to get the most out of these Bible lessons***




How to get the most out of these Bible lessons



Study with a teacher: Request a Bible study from the person who gave you this brochure, or submit a request on our website, jw.org.



FIRST PART

Read each paragraph, including the bold questions (A) and scriptures (B) that emphasize the main points. Note that some scriptures are marked to “read.”







MIDDLE PART

The initial statement (C) under Dig Deeper explains what follows. Subheadings (D) outline the discussion. Read the scriptures, answer the questions, and watch the videos (E).







Consider the artwork and captions (F), and think of how to answer what Some People Say (G).







LAST PART

Summary and Review (H) wrap up the lesson. Enter the date when the lesson is completed. Goal (I) gives you something to work on. Explore (J) contains optional information for you to read or watch.







How to find Bible verses

Scriptures are indicated by the Bible book (A), the chapter (B), and the verse or verses (C). For example, John 17:3 refers to the book of John, chapter 17, verse 3.









^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.









^ ***th p. 7 Scriptures Properly Introduced***


STUDY 4

Scriptures Properly Introduced



Matthew 22:41-45

SUMMARY: Prepare the minds of your listeners before you read a scripture.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Determine why you are reading the scripture. Introduce each scripture in a way that draws your listeners’ attention to the key point you are making with the verse.

Take the context into account. Attribute quotations to the correct speaker and Bible books to the correct writer.








	  Cite the Bible as an authority. When you are speaking to people who believe in God, draw attention to the Bible as God’s Word, thus crediting it as the highest source of wisdom.



	  Arouse interest in the scripture. Ask a question that the scripture will answer, pose a problem that the scripture will help solve, or state a principle that the Scriptural account will illustrate.

Take into account what your listeners already know about the subject and the scripture. Introduce even a familiar text in an appealing way, and help your listeners to take a fresh look at it.















^ (Matt. 22:41-45) Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them: 42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him: “David’s.” 43 He asked them: “How is it, then, that David under inspiration calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies beneath your feet”’? 45 If, then, David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”









^ ***w11 2/15 pp. 15-16 Gaining God’s Approval Leads to Everlasting Life***

12. What practices would make the ‘presenting of our bodies as a sacrifice’ offensive to God?

12 In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul wrote: “Present your bodies a sacrifice living, holy, acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.” (Rom. 12:1) Gaining God’s approval requires that a person keep his body acceptable to God. If he were to defile himself with tobacco, betel nut, illicit drugs, or alcohol abuse, that offering would have no value. (2 Cor. 7:1) Moreover, since he that “practices fornication is sinning against his own body,” immoral conduct of any kind renders his sacrifice offensive to Jehovah. (1 Cor. 6:18) To please God, a person must ‘become holy in all his conduct.’​—1 Pet. 1:14-16.

13. Why is it fitting that we praise Jehovah?

13 Another sacrifice that Jehovah delights in has to do with our power of speech. Those loving Jehovah have always spoken well of him in public and in the privacy of their homes. (Read Psalm 34:1-3.) Read Psalms 148-150, and observe how often these three psalms encourage us to praise Jehovah. Truly, “on the part of the upright ones praise is fitting.” (Ps. 33:1) And our Exemplar, Jesus Christ, stressed the importance of praising God by preaching the good news.​—Luke 4:18, 43, 44.

14, 15. Hosea urged the Israelites to offer what type of sacrifices, and how did Jehovah respond?

14 By preaching with zeal, we give evidence of our love for Jehovah and our desire for his approval. For example, consider how the prophet Hosea exhorted the Israelites who had taken up false worship and had lost God’s favor. (Hos. 13:1-3) Hosea told them to plead: “May you [Jehovah] pardon error; and accept what is good, and we will offer in return the young bulls of our lips.”​—Hos. 14:1, 2.

15 A bull was the costliest animal that an Israelite could offer to Jehovah. Hence, “the young bulls of our lips” referred to sincere, well-thought-out words spoken in praise of the true God. How did Jehovah respond to those making such sacrifices? He said: “I shall love them of my own free will.” (Hos. 14:4) To those offering such sacrifices of praise, Jehovah granted his forgiveness, approval, and friendship.



^  (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^  (2 Cor. 7:1) Therefore, since we have these promises, beloved ones, let us cleanse ourselves of every defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.



^  (1 Cor. 6:18) Flee from sexual immorality! Every other sin that a man may commit is outside his body, but whoever practices sexual immorality is sinning against his own body.



^  (1 Pet. 1:14-16) As obedient children, stop being molded by* the desires you formerly had in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, become holy yourselves in all your conduct, 16 for it is written: “You must be holy, because I am holy.”

Or “fashioned after.”


^  (Ps. 34:1-3) I will praise Jehovah at all times; His praise will be on my lips constantly.  2 I* will boast in Jehovah; The meek will hear and rejoice.  3 Magnify Jehovah along with me; Let us exalt his name together.

Or “My soul.”


^  (Pss. 148:1-150:6) Praise Jah!* Praise Jehovah from the heavens; Praise him in the heights.  2 Praise him, all his angels. Praise him, all his army.  3 Praise him, sun and moon. Praise him, all shining stars.  4 Praise him, O highest heavens* And waters above the heavens.  5 Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For he commanded, and they were created.  6 He keeps them established forever and ever; He has issued a decree that will not pass away.  7 Praise Jehovah from the earth, You great sea creatures and all deep waters,  8 You lightning and hail, snow and thick clouds, You storm wind, carrying out his word,  9 You mountains and all you hills, You fruit trees and all you cedars, 10 You wild animals and all you domestic animals, You creeping things and winged birds, 11 You kings of the earth and all you nations, You princes and all you judges of the earth, 12 You young men and young women,* Old men and young together.* 13 Let them praise the name of Jehovah, For his name alone is unreachably high. His majesty is above earth and heaven. 14 He will exalt the strength* of his people, For the praise of all his loyal ones, Of the sons of Israel, the people close to him. Praise Jah!* 
149 Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.  2 Let Israel rejoice in its Grand Maker; Let the sons of Zion be joyful in their King.  3 Let them praise his name with dancing And sing praises* to him, accompanied by the tambourine and the harp.  4 For Jehovah takes pleasure in his people. He adorns the meek with salvation.  5 Let the loyal ones exult in glory; Let them shout for joy upon their beds.  6 Let the songs praising God be in their throat, And a two-edged sword be in their hand,  7 To execute vengeance on the nations And punishment on the peoples,  8 To bind their kings with shackles And their nobles with iron fetters,  9 To execute the judgment written against them. This honor belongs to all his loyal ones. Praise Jah!* 
150 Praise Jah!* Praise God in his holy place. Praise him in the expanse of* his strength.  2 Praise him for his mighty works. Praise him for his exceeding greatness.  3 Praise him with the sounding of the horn. Praise him with the stringed instrument and the harp.  4 Praise him with the tambourine and the circle dance. Praise him with strings and the flute.*  5 Praise him with ringing cymbals. Praise him with crashing cymbals.  6 Every breathing thing—let it praise Jah. Praise Jah!*

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Lit., “heavens of the heavens.”
Lit., “virgins.”
Or “Old and young together.”
Lit., “the horn.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “make music.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “the sky that bears witness to.”
Or “pipe.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^  (Ps. 33:1) Shout joyfully, you righteous ones, because of Jehovah. It is fitting for the upright to praise him.



^  (Luke 4:18) “Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to declare good news to the poor. He sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to send the crushed ones away free,



^  (Luke 4:43, 44) But he said to them: “I must also declare the good news of the Kingdom of God to other cities, because for this I was sent.” 44 So he went on preaching in the synagogues of Ju·deʹa.



^  (Hos. 13:1-3) “When Eʹphra·im spoke, there was trembling; He was prominent in Israel. But he became guilty with regard to Baʹal and died.  2 Now they add to their sin And make metal statues* from their silver; They skillfully make idols, all the work of craftsmen. To them they say, ‘Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves.’  3 So they will become like the morning clouds, Like the dew that vanishes early, Like chaff blown from the threshing floor by a storm, And like smoke out of the hole in the roof.

Or “molten statues.”


^  (Hos. 14:1, 2) “Come back, O Israel, to Jehovah your God, For you have stumbled because of your error.  2 Come back to Jehovah with these words, Say to him, ‘May you pardon our error and accept what is good, And we will offer the praise of our lips as we would young bulls.*

Lit., “offer in return the young bulls of our lips.”


^  (Hos. 14:4) I will heal their unfaithfulness. I will love them of my own free will, Because my anger has turned away from him.









^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***sjj song 81 The Life of a Pioneer***


SONG 81

The Life of a Pioneer


(Ecclesiastes 11:6)


	1. At the start of the day, with the sun yet to rise,

We are making our way

with the sleep in our eyes, and we pray.

We are there with a smile for the people we meet.

Some may stop for a while,

some pass by on the street, but we stay.

(CHORUS)

It’s the life that we choose;

For Jehovah we live.

And whatever he asks, we will do.

In the work we endure,

Whether sunshine or rain.

It’s a way we can say ev’ry day: “I love you.”





	2. At the end of the day, with the sun sinking low,

Feeling happy and tired,

in our heart there’s a glow, and we pray.

It’s a life that we love, always giving our best.

And Jehovah we thank,

for by him we are blessed ev’ry day.

(CHORUS)

It’s the life that we choose;

For Jehovah we live.

And whatever he asks, we will do.

In the work we endure,

Whether sunshine or rain.

It’s a way we can say ev’ry day: “I love you.”









(See also Josh. 24:15; Ps. 92:2; Rom. 14:8.)





^ (Eccl. 11:6) Sow your seed in the morning and do not let your hand rest until the evening; for you do not know which will have success, whether this one or that one, or whether they will both do well.



^ (Josh. 24:15) Now if it seems bad to you to serve Jehovah, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve, whether the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the River* or the gods of the Amʹor·ites in whose land you are dwelling. But as for me and my household, we will serve Jehovah.”

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Ps. 92:2) To declare your loyal love in the morning And your faithfulness during the nights,



^ (Rom. 14:8) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah.









^ ***lff lesson 55 points 1-4***



Around the world, millions of people joyfully worship Jehovah in thousands of congregations. They are grateful for the instruction and guidance they receive, and they eagerly support the congregation in many ways. Is that how you feel about your congregation?

1. What are some ways you can use your time and energy to support the congregation?

All of us can lend a hand in the congregation. For example, are some in your congregation elderly or infirm? Can you help them travel to meetings? Or can you help them with other practical matters, such as shopping or housework? (Read James 1:27.) We can also volunteer to help clean and maintain our Kingdom Hall. No one forces us to do these things. Love for God and our brothers moves us to “offer [ourselves] willingly.”​—Psalm 110:3.

Baptized Witnesses can support the congregation in additional ways. Spiritually qualified brothers can serve as ministerial servants and, in time, as elders. Both brothers and sisters may actively support the preaching work by serving as pioneers. Some Witnesses can assist by helping to build places of worship or by moving to an area where a congregation needs help in other ways.

2. How can we use our material resources to support the congregation?

We can “honor Jehovah with [our] valuable things.” (Proverbs 3:9) We count it a privilege to contribute money and other resources to support the local congregation and the worldwide preaching work. (Read 2 Corinthians 9:7.) Our donations also support disaster relief. Many choose to “set something aside” regularly as a donation. (Read 1 Corinthians 16:2.) We can donate using contribution boxes at our places of worship or online at donate.jw.org. Jehovah gives us the opportunity to show our love for him by the way we choose to use our material things.




DIG DEEPER


Consider some of the ways that you can support the congregation.





3. We can use our material things

Jehovah loves a cheerful giver, and Jesus feels the same way. For example, Jesus took note of a poor widow and her effort to make a contribution. Read Luke 21:1-4, and then discuss these questions:

	  Do we need to make large donations to please Jehovah?



	  How do Jehovah and Jesus feel about our heartfelt donations?





To learn how our donations are used, play the VIDEO. Then discuss the question that follows.



VIDEO: ‘A Gift in Hand to Jehovah’ (4:47)





	  How are donations used to benefit congregations around the world?











4. We can volunteer our help

In Bible times, worshippers of Jehovah zealously worked to maintain their places of worship. But this involved more than just contributing money. Read 2 Chronicles 34:9-11, and then discuss this question:

	  How did every Israelite help take care of Jehovah’s house, or place of worship?





To see how Jehovah’s Witnesses follow that ancient example, play the VIDEO. Then discuss the questions that follow.



VIDEO: Caring for Our Places of Worship (3:31)





	  Why is it important to keep our Kingdom Hall clean and in good repair?



	  What are some ways that you can help?















^ (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”


^ (Ps. 110:3) Your people will offer themselves willingly on the day of your military force.* In splendid holiness, from the womb of the dawn, You have your company of young men just like dewdrops.

Or “on the day your army mobilizes.”


^ (Prov. 3:9) Honor Jehovah with your valuable things, With the firstfruits* of all your produce;*

Or “very best.”
Or “income.”


^ (2 Cor. 9:7) Let each one do just as he has resolved in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.



^ (1 Cor. 16:2) On the first day of every week, each of you should set something aside according to his own means, so that collections will not take place when I arrive.



^ (Luke 21:1-4) Now as he looked up, he saw the rich dropping their gifts into the treasury chests. 2 Then he saw a needy widow drop in two small coins of very little value, 3 and he said: “Truly I say to you that this poor widow put in more than they all did. 4 For all of these put in gifts* out of their surplus, but she, out of her want,* put in all the means of living she had.”

Or “contributed to the gifts.”
Or “poverty.”


^ (2 Chron. 34:9-11) They came to Hil·kiʹah the high priest and gave him the money that had been brought to the house of God, which the Levites serving as doorkeepers had collected from Ma·nasʹseh, Eʹphra·im, and all the rest of Israel, as well as from Judah, Benjamin, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 Then they gave it to those who were appointed over the work in the house of Jehovah. In turn the workers in the house of Jehovah used it to mend and repair the house. 11 They gave it to the craftsmen and the builders to buy hewn stones and timbers for braces and to build with beams the houses that the kings of Judah had allowed to fall into ruin.









^ ***sjj song 92 A Place Bearing Your Name***


SONG 92

A Place Bearing Your Name


(1 Chronicles 29:16)


	1. How great is the honor, Jehovah,

To build you a place for your name!

We offer it now with rejoicing

To add to your glory and fame.

Whatever the things we may give you,

They rightly were yours from the start.

Our labor, our skill, our possessions,

We joyfully give from the heart.

(CHORUS)

May we present this place to you,

And here may your name be known.

We dedicate this place to you;

Please accept it as your own.





	2. And now may we honor you, Father,

By filling this place with your praise.

May glory ascend with the increase

Of those who are learning your ways.

Committing this place to your worship,

We give it our generous care.

And long may it stand as a witness,

Supporting the message we bear.

(CHORUS)

May we present this place to you,

And here may your name be known.

We dedicate this place to you;

Please accept it as your own.









(See also 1 Ki. 8:18, 27; 1 Chron. 29:11-14; Acts 20:24.)





^ (1 Chron. 29:16) O Jehovah our God, all this wealth that we have prepared to build for you a house for your holy name is from your own hand, and it all belongs to you.



^ (1 Ki. 8:18) But Jehovah said to my father David, ‘It was your heart’s desire to build a house for my name, and you did well to desire this in your heart.



^ (1 Ki. 8:27) “But will God really dwell on the earth? Look! The heavens, yes, the heaven of the heavens, cannot contain you; how much less, then, this house that I have built!



^ (1 Chron. 29:11-14) Yours, O Jehovah, are the greatness and the mightiness and the beauty and the splendor and the majesty,* for everything in the heavens and on the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Jehovah. You are the One exalting yourself as head over all. 12 The riches and the glory are from you, and you rule over everything, and in your hand there are power and mightiness, and your hand is able to make great and to give strength to all. 13 And now, O our God, we thank you and praise your beautiful name. 14 “And yet, who am I and who are my people that we should be in a position to make voluntary offerings like this? For everything is from you, and we have given to you what comes from your own hand.

Or “dignity.”


^ (Acts 20:24) Nevertheless, I do not consider my own life of any importance to me,* if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear thorough witness to the good news of the undeserved kindness of God.

Or “of any value to me whatsoever.”














^ ***w98 10/15 p. 22 A Jerusalem True to Its Name***

A Joyful Inauguration

13. What urgent matter required attention before Jerusalem’s wall could be inaugurated, and what fine example did many set?

13 The “trustworthy arrangement” sealed in Nehemiah’s day prepared God’s ancient people for the day of the inauguration of Jerusalem’s wall. But another urgent matter still needed attention. Now enclosed by a large wall with 12 gates, Jerusalem needed a larger population. Though some Israelites lived there, “the city was wide and great, and there were few people inside it.” (Nehemiah 7:4) To solve this problem, the people “cast lots to bring in one out of every ten to dwell in Jerusalem the holy city.” The willing response to this arrangement moved the people to bless “all the men who volunteered to dwell in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 11:1, 2) What a fine example for true worshipers today whose circumstances allow them to move to where there is a greater need for mature Christian help!



^  (Neh. 7:4) Now the city was spacious and large, and there were few people inside it, and the houses had not been rebuilt.



^  (Neh. 11:1, 2) Now the princes of the people were living in Jerusalem; but the rest of the people cast lots to bring one out of every ten to live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the other nine stayed in the other cities. 2 Moreover, the people blessed all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem.









^ ***w86 2/15 p. 26 True Worship Triumphs***

Leaving hereditary possessions and moving to Jerusalem would have resulted in some expense and certain disadvantages. Those living in that city may also have been exposed to various dangers. Under such circumstances, others viewed the volunteers as praiseworthy and doubtless prayed that Jehovah would bless them.






^ ***w16 April p. 8 Being Faithful Leads to God’s Approval***


15. What vow have many of us made, and how can we prove faithful?

15 When we dedicated our lives to Jehovah, we vowed that we would do his will unreservedly. We knew that living up to that promise would require self-sacrifice. However, our willingness is especially put to the test when we are asked to do things that are not initially to our liking. When we make such sacrifices and serve God in a way that takes us out of our comfort zone, we prove ourselves faithful. The resulting blessings are always far greater than any sacrifices we may make, painful as they may be. (Mal. 3:10) But what about Jephthah’s daughter?





^  (Mal. 3:10) Bring the entire tithe* into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house; and test me out, please, in this regard,” Jehovah of armies says, “to see whether I will not open to you the floodgates of the heavens and pour out* on you a blessing until there is nothing lacking.”

Or “all the tenth parts.”
Lit., “empty out.”














^ ***w02 6/15 p. 15 Follow the Royal Pattern***

14, 15. (a) Why are goals important when it comes to personal study? (b) What are possible goals involving reading the Bible?

14 What will make studying easier for you, more appealing? Goals. What realistic study goals could you set? For many, an admirable first goal is that of reading the entire Bible. Perhaps up till now, you have read sections of the Bible on occasion and have benefited from it. Could you now make it your determination to read the entire Bible? Your initial goal to that end might be to read the four Gospels, followed by an intermediate goal, such as then reading the rest of the Christian Greek Scriptures. Once you have the resulting satisfaction and benefits, your next goal might be a progressive reading of the books of Moses and the historical books through Esther. Accomplishing that, you will see it is realistic to complete the rest of the Bible. One woman, who was about 65 years old when she became a Christian, wrote on the inside cover of her Bible the date when she began to read it through and later the date when she finished it. She now has five pairs of dates! (Deuteronomy 32:45-47) And rather than read from a computer screen or printout, she had the Bible in her hands.

15 Some who have already met the goal of reading the whole Bible take other steps to make their ongoing study increasingly productive and rewarding. One way is to include selected study material prior to reading each successive Bible book. In “All Scripture Is Inspired of God and Beneficial” and Insight on the Scriptures, one can find excellent information about the historical setting, style, and potential benefits of each Bible book.*



^  (Deut. 32:45-47) After Moses finished speaking all these words to all Israel, 46 he said to them: “Take to heart all the words of my warning to you today, so that you may command your sons to take care to do all the words of this Law. 47 For this is no empty word for you, but it means your life, and by this word you may live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess.”







^  These study aids are published by Jehovah’s Witnesses and are available in many languages.







^ ***w23 May p. 27 You Can Reach Your Spiritual Goals***


 4. What can we pray for? (Philippians 2:13) (See also picture.)

4 Pray for more motivation. By means of his spirit, Jehovah can motivate you to reach your goal. (Read Philippians 2:13.) Sometimes we set a goal because we know we should, and that is a good thing. But we may not really have the desire to reach it. This was the case with a sister in Uganda named Norina. She had set the goal of conducting a Bible study, although she lacked motivation because she felt inadequate as a teacher. What helped her? She relates: “I began to ask Jehovah daily to help me increase my desire to conduct a Bible study. In harmony with my prayers, I worked on my teaching skills. After a few months, I noticed that my desire had grown. That same year, I started two Bible studies.”

 5. On what could we meditate to increase our motivation?

5 Meditate on what Jehovah has done for you. (Ps. 143:5) The apostle Paul meditated on Jehovah’s undeserved kindness toward him, and this motivated him to work hard for Jehovah. (1 Cor. 15:9, 10; 1 Tim. 1:12-14) Similarly, the more you meditate on what Jehovah has done for you, the more motivated you will feel to reach your goal. (Ps. 116:12) Consider what helped a sister in Honduras to reach her goal of becoming a regular pioneer. She says: “I reflected on how much Jehovah loves me. He brought me to his people. He cares for me and protects me. Such meditation strengthened my love for him and increased my motivation.”





^ (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^  (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^  (Ps. 143:5) I remember the days of old; I meditate on all your activity; I eagerly ponder over* the work of your hands.

Or “study.”


^  (1 Cor. 15:9, 10) For I am the least of the apostles, and I am not worthy of being called an apostle, because I persecuted the congregation of God. 10 But by God’s undeserved kindness I am what I am. And his undeserved kindness to me was not in vain, but I labored more than all of them; yet it was not I, but the undeserved kindness of God that is with me.



^  (1 Tim. 1:12-14) I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who imparted power to me, because he considered me faithful by assigning me to a ministry, 13 although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith. 14 But the undeserved kindness of our Lord abounded exceedingly along with faith and the love that is in Christ Jesus.



^  (Ps. 116:12) With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me?









^ ***w22 April pp. 23-24 How to Set and Reach Spiritual Goals***


 5. (a) How can you go about setting the goal of cultivating a Christian quality? (b) As shown in the picture, how is the younger sister working on her goal to show more empathy toward others?

5 Choose a specific goal. Prayerfully consider which aspects of your personality need improvement. Select one specific quality that you would like to focus on. For instance, could you cultivate greater empathy or a stronger desire to support fellow worshippers? Do you need to be more peaceable and forgiving? You may find it helpful to ask a trusted friend to suggest ways you could improve.​—Prov. 27:6.

 6. How can you work to reach your goal of cultivating a quality?

6 Work to reach your goal. How can you do that? One way is by carefully studying the quality you want to improve. Suppose you decide to work on being more forgiving of others. You might begin by reading about and meditating on Bible examples of those who freely forgave others and those who did not. Consider Jesus’ example. He willingly forgave others. (Luke 7:47, 48) He also looked past their faults and saw their potential. By contrast, the Pharisees in Jesus’ day “considered others as nothing.” (Luke 18:9) After meditating on these examples, ask yourself: ‘What do I see in others? Which of their qualities do I choose to focus on?’ If you are struggling to forgive someone, try writing down as many of that individual’s good qualities as you can. Then ask yourself: ‘How does Jesus view this person? Would he forgive him?’ Such a study project could help to readjust our thinking. At first, we may have to work hard to forgive someone who has offended us. But if we keep working at it, in time we will become more willing to forgive.





^  (Prov. 27:6) The wounds inflicted by a friend are faithful, But an enemy’s kisses are plentiful.*

Or possibly, “insincere; forced.”


^  (Luke 7:47, 48) Because of this, I tell you, her sins, many* though they are, are forgiven, because she loved much. But the one who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 Then he said to her: “Your sins are forgiven.”

Or “great.”


^  (Luke 18:9) He also told this illustration to some who trusted in their own righteousness and who considered others as nothing:















^ ***wp20 No. 2 p. 2 Table of Contents***


Table of Contents


 3  “Thy Kingdom Come”​—A Prayer Repeated by Millions of People

 4  Why Do We Need God’s Kingdom?

 6  Who Is the King of God’s Kingdom?

 8  When Will God’s Kingdom Rule the Earth?

11  What Will God’s Kingdom Accomplish?

14  Choose to Support God’s Kingdom Now!

16  God’s Kingdom​—What Is It?














^ ***sjj song 34 Walking in Integrity***


SONG 34

Walking in Integrity


(Psalm 26)


	1. Please judge me, Lord, observe my loyalty;

Observe my trust in you and my integrity.

Examine me, and put me to the test;

My mind and heart refine, that my soul might be blessed.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.





	2. I do not sit with wicked men of lies.

I hate the company of those who truth despise.

Jehovah, please, don’t take away my life

With men who take delight in bribery and strife.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.





	3. For I have loved the dwelling of your house.

Your worship, oh, so pure, I daily will espouse.

And I will march around your altar grand,

To make thanksgiving heard aloud throughout the land.

(CHORUS)

But as for me, Determined I will be

to walk eternally In my integrity.









(See also Ps. 25:2.)





^ (Ps. 26:0-12) Of David. 26 Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in my integrity; In Jehovah I have trusted without wavering.  2 Examine me, O Jehovah, and put me to the test; Refine my innermost thoughts* and my heart.  3 For your loyal love is always in front of me, And I walk in your truth.  4 I do not associate* with deceitful men, And I avoid those who hide what they are.*  5 I hate the company of evil men, And I refuse to associate* with the wicked.  6 I will wash my hands in innocence, And I will march around your altar, O Jehovah,  7 To cause the sound of thanksgiving to be heard And to declare all your wonderful works.  8 Jehovah, I love the house where you dwell, The place where your glory resides.  9 Do not sweep me* away with sinners Nor take my life away with violent men,* 10 Whose hands engage in shameful conduct, And whose right hand is full of bribes. 11 But as for me, I will walk in my integrity. Rescue* me and show me favor. 12 My foot is standing on level ground; In the great congregation,* I will praise Jehovah.

Or “my deepest emotions.” Lit., “my kidneys.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “I do not mingle with hypocrites.”
Lit., “sit.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “with men of bloodshed.”
Lit., “Redeem.”
Lit., “In assemblies.”


^ (Ps. 25:2) My God, I trust in you; Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies gloat over me.









^ ***it-2 pp. 452-453 Music***

Considerable importance was attached to the singing at the temple. This is evident from the many Scriptural references to the singers as well as from the fact that they were “set free from duty” common to other Levites in order to devote themselves wholly to their service. (1Ch 9:33) Their continuance as a special group of Levites is emphasized by their being listed separately among those returning from Babylon. (Ezr 2:40, 41) Even the authority of the Persian king Artaxerxes (Longimanus) was brought to bear in their behalf, exempting them, along with other special groups, from ‘tax, tribute, and toll.’ (Ezr 7:24) Later, the king commanded that there was to be “a fixed provision for the singers as each day required.” Although Artaxerxes is credited with this order, most likely it was issued by Ezra on the basis of the power granted to him by Artaxerxes. (Ne 11:23; Ezr 7:18-26) Thus, it is understandable that, although the singers were all Levites, the Bible makes reference to them as a special body, speaking of “the singers and the Levites.”​—Ne 7:1; 13:10.



^ (1 Chron. 9:33) These were the singers, the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites in the chambers,* those set free from other duties; for by day and by night it was their responsibility to be on duty.

Or “dining rooms.”


^ (Ezra 2:40, 41) The Levites: the sons of Jeshʹu·a and Kadʹmi·el, of the sons of Hod·a·viʹah, 74. 41 The singers: the sons of Aʹsaph, 128.



^ (Ezra 7:24) And you are further advised that it is not permitted to impose any tax, tribute, or toll on any of the priests and Levites, musicians, doorkeepers, temple servants,* and workers of this house of God.

Or “Nethinim.” Lit., “given ones.”


^ (Neh. 11:23) For there was a royal order in their behalf, and there was a fixed provision for the singers as each day required.



^ (Ezra 7:18-26) “And whatever seems good to you and to your brothers to do, you may do with the rest of the silver and the gold, according to the will of your God. 19 And all the vessels that are given to you for the service of the house of your God, you are to deliver before God at Jerusalem. 20 And the rest of the necessities of the house of your God that you are required to give, you will give out of the royal treasury. 21 “I, King Ar·ta·xerxʹes, have issued an order to all the treasurers in the region Beyond the River,* that everything that Ezʹra the priest, the copyist* of the Law of the God of the heavens, requests of you is to be done promptly, 22 up to 100 talents* of silver, 100 cor measures* of wheat, 100 bath measures* of wine, 100 bath measures of oil, and salt without limit. 23 Let everything that is ordered by the God of the heavens be done with zeal for the house of the God of the heavens, so that there may be no wrath against the king’s realm and his sons. 24 And you are further advised that it is not permitted to impose any tax, tribute, or toll on any of the priests and Levites, musicians, doorkeepers, temple servants,* and workers of this house of God. 25 “And you, Ezʹra, according to the wisdom that you possess from your God,* appoint magistrates and judges to judge all the people in the region Beyond the River, all those who know the laws of your God; and you should instruct anyone who does not know them. 26 And everyone who does not observe the Law of your God and the law of the king should have judgment executed on him promptly, whether it is death, banishment, a fine, or imprisonment.”

Or “in Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “scribe.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
A cor equaled 220 L (200 dry qt). See App. B14.
A bath equaled 22 L (5.81 gal). See App. B14.
Or “Nethinim.” Lit., “given ones.”
Lit., “according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand.”


^ (Neh. 7:1) As soon as the wall had been rebuilt I set up the doors; then the gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites were appointed.



^ (Neh. 13:10) I also found out that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, so that the Levites and the singers who did the work had gone off, each to his own field.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***lff lesson 11***



SUMMARY

To get the most out of the Bible, schedule time to read it, pray to understand what you read, and prepare for your Bible study sessions.

Review

	  What will help you to get the most out of the Bible?



	  When can you set aside time to read and study the Bible?



	  Why is it worthwhile to prepare for your Bible study sessions?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Prepare for your next study session using the suggestions in this lesson.



Other: 


















^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***sjj song 108 God’s Loyal Love***


SONG 108

God’s Loyal Love


(Isaiah 55:1-3)


	1. Loyal love! God is love.

We can sense his care from above.

God by means of his precious Son

Paid the ransom for ev’ryone,

Giving hope that we might possess

Life eternal and happiness.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	2. Loyal love! God is love.

All his works give proof of his love.

Love Jehovah has further shown,

Giving Jesus the kingly throne.

God’s own purpose has come to pass.

See! His Kingdom is here at last!

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	3. Loyal love! God is love.

May his spirit move us to love.

As we loyally help the meek,

God’s commandments they learn to keep.

We are serving with godly fear,

Preaching boldly for all to hear.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.









(See also Ps. 33:5; 57:10; Eph. 1:7.)





^ (Isa. 55:1-3) Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why do you keep paying out money for what is not bread, And why spend your earnings* for what brings no satisfaction? Listen intently to me, and eat what is good, And you* will find great delight in what is truly rich.*  3 Incline your ear and come to me. Listen, and you* will keep alive, And I will readily make with you an everlasting covenant In harmony with the expressions of loyal love to David, which are faithful.*

Or “hard-earned money.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “in fatness.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable.”


^ (Ps. 33:5) He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.



^ (Ps. 57:10) For your loyal love is great, as high as the heavens, And your faithfulness, up to the skies.



^ (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.









^ ***lff lesson 55 point 5***





5. Brothers can reach out for more responsibility

The Scriptures encourage Christian men to reach out to do all they can to support the congregation. To see an example, play the VIDEO. Then answer the question that follows.



VIDEO: Brothers​—Reach Out for a Fine Work (5:19)





	  In the video, how did Ryan reach out to support the congregation more fully?





The Bible explains what the qualifications are for brothers who serve as ministerial servants and elders. Read 1 Timothy 3:1-13, and then discuss these questions:

	  What is expected of brothers who reach out to serve as ministerial servants and elders?



	  What is expected of their families?​—See verses 4 and 11.



	  When brothers strive to meet these qualifications, how does everyone in the congregation benefit?










SOMEONE MAY ASK: “How do Jehovah’s Witnesses fund their work?”

	  How would you answer?










SUMMARY

Jehovah greatly appreciates our efforts to support the congregation with our time, energy, and material things.

Review

	  How can we use our time and energy to support the congregation?



	  How can we use our material things to support the congregation?



	  In what ways would you like to support the congregation?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Volunteer to help clean and maintain the place where the local congregation gathers for meetings.



Other: 















^ (1 Tim. 3:1-13) This statement is trustworthy: If a man is reaching out to be an overseer, he is desirous of a fine work. 2 The overseer should therefore be irreprehensible, a husband of one wife, moderate in habits, sound in mind, orderly, hospitable, qualified to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent, but reasonable, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money, 4 a man presiding over his own household in a fine manner, having his children in subjection with all seriousness 5 (for if any man does not know how to preside over* his own household, how will he care for the congregation of God?), 6 not a newly converted man, for fear that he might get puffed up with pride and fall into the judgment passed on the Devil. 7 Moreover, he should also have a fine testimony* from outsiders so that he does not fall into reproach* and a snare of the Devil. 8 Ministerial servants should likewise be serious, not double-tongued, not indulging in a lot of wine, not greedy of dishonest gain, 9 holding the sacred secret of the faith with a clean conscience. 10 Also, let these be tested as to fitness* first; then let them serve as ministers, as they are free from accusation. 11 Women should likewise be serious, not slanderous, moderate in habits, faithful in all things. 12 Let ministerial servants be husbands of one wife, presiding in a fine manner over their children and their own households. 13 For the men who minister in a fine manner are acquiring for themselves a fine standing and great freeness of speech in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Or “manage.”
Or “a good reputation.”
Or “disgrace.”
Or “tested as to whether they qualify.”


^ (1 Tim. 3:4) a man presiding over his own household in a fine manner, having his children in subjection with all seriousness



^ (1 Tim. 3:11) Women should likewise be serious, not slanderous, moderate in habits, faithful in all things.









^ ***sjj song 84 Reaching Out***


SONG 84

Reaching Out


(Matthew 9:37, 38)


	1. Jehovah knows just what we need

To bring us joy and to succeed.

So he provides so many ways

In which to serve and spend our days.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	2. There’s work to do in ev’ry land.

Where there’s a need, we lend a hand.

By reaching out, we show we care.

We want to help and want to share.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	3. And here at home, in towns nearby,

We plan, we build, new skills we try.

We learn to speak a foreign tongue

And bring good news to ev’ryone.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.









(See also John 4:35; Acts 2:8; Rom. 10:14.)





^ (Matt. 9:37, 38) Then he said to his disciples: “Yes, the harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”



^ (John 4:35) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already



^ (Acts 2:8) How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language?



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?















^ ***it-1 p. 95 Ammonites***

After Tobiah’s ejection from the temple grounds, God’s law at Deuteronomy 23:3-6 prohibiting the entry of Ammonites and Moabites into the congregation of Israel was read and applied. (Ne 13:1-3) This restriction, imposed some 1,000 years earlier because of the Ammonite and Moabite refusal to succor the Israelites when they were approaching the Promised Land, is generally understood to mean that these people could not enter into full legal membership in the nation of Israel with all the concomitant rights and privileges that such membership would signify. It does not mean, of necessity, that Ammonite and Moabite individuals could not associate themselves with or reside among the Israelites and thereby benefit from the divine blessings upon God’s people, and this is evident from the inclusion of Zelek, mentioned earlier, among David’s chief warriors, as well as from the record concerning Ruth the Moabitess.​—Ru 1:4, 16-18.



^ (Deut. 23:3-6) “No Amʹmon·ite or Moʹab·ite may come into the congregation of Jehovah. Even to the tenth generation, none of their descendants may ever come into the congregation of Jehovah, 4 because they did not come to your aid with food and water when you were on the way going out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Baʹlaam the son of Beʹor from Peʹthor of Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a to curse* you. 5 But Jehovah your God refused to listen to Baʹlaam. Rather, Jehovah your God changed the curse into a blessing for you, because Jehovah your God loved you. 6 You should never seek their welfare or their prosperity all your days.

Or “call down evil upon.”


^ (Neh. 13:1-3) On that day the book of Moses was read in the hearing of the people, and it was found written that no Amʹmon·ite or Moʹab·ite should ever enter the congregation of the true God, 2 for they had not met the Israelites with bread and water, but instead they had hired Baʹlaam against them to curse them. However, our God had changed the curse into a blessing. 3 As soon as they heard the Law, they began to separate from Israel all those of foreign descent.*

Or “mixed descent.”


^ (Ruth 1:4) The men later married Moʹab·ite women; one was named Orʹpah, and the other was named Ruth. They remained there for about ten years.



^ (Ruth 1:16-18) But Ruth said: “Do not plead with me to abandon you, to turn back from accompanying you; for where you go I will go, and where you spend the night, I will spend the night. Your people will be my people, and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May Jehovah do so to me and add to it if anything but death should separate me from you.” 18 When Na·oʹmi saw that Ruth insisted on going with her, she stopped trying to convince her.









^ ***w13 8/15 p. 4 You Have Been Sanctified***


AVOID BAD ASSOCIATIONS

5, 6. Who were Eliashib and Tobiah, and why might Eliashib have been associating with Tobiah?

5 Read Nehemiah 13:4-9. We are surrounded by unclean influences, so it is not easy for us to remain holy. Consider Eliashib and Tobiah. Eliashib was the high priest, and Tobiah was an Ammonite and likely a petty official in the Persian administration of Judea. Tobiah and his associates had opposed Nehemiah’s efforts to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. (Neh. 2:10) Ammonites were forbidden to come onto the temple grounds. (Deut. 23:3) So why would the high priest provide space in a temple dining hall for such a man as Tobiah?

6 Tobiah had become a close associate of Eliashib. Tobiah and his son Jehohanan had married Jewish women, and many Jews spoke highly of Tobiah. (Neh. 6:17-19) One of Eliashib’s grandsons was married to the daughter of Sanballat, governor of Samaria, who was one of Tobiah’s closest associates. (Neh. 13:28) These ties may explain why High Priest Eliashib allowed an unbeliever and opposer to influence him. But Nehemiah showed loyalty to Jehovah by throwing all of Tobiah’s furniture outside the dining hall.





^  (Neh. 13:4-9) Now before this, the priest in charge of the storerooms* of the house* of our God was E·liʹa·shib, a relative of To·biʹah. 5 He had made available for him a large storeroom,* where previously they used to put the grain offering, the frankincense, and the utensils and the tenth* of the grain, the new wine, and the oil, to which the Levites, the singers, and the gatekeepers are entitled, along with the contribution for the priests. 6 And during all this time I was not in Jerusalem, for I went to the king in the 32nd year of King Ar·ta·xerxʹes of Babylon; and sometime later I asked the king for a leave of absence. 7 Then I came to Jerusalem and noticed the terrible thing that E·liʹa·shib had done in behalf of To·biʹah, making a storeroom available for him in the courtyard of the house of the true God. 8 This was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of To·biʹah’s household furniture out of the storeroom.* 9 After that I gave orders, and they cleansed the storerooms;* and I put back there the utensils of the house of the true God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.

Or “dining halls.”
Or “temple.”
Or “dining hall.”
Or “tithe.”
Or “dining hall.”
Or “dining halls.”


^  (Neh. 2:10) When San·balʹlat the Horʹo·nite and To·biʹah the Amʹmon·ite official* heard about it, they were very displeased that someone had come to do something good for the people of Israel.

Lit., “servant.”


^  (Deut. 23:3) “No Amʹmon·ite or Moʹab·ite may come into the congregation of Jehovah. Even to the tenth generation, none of their descendants may ever come into the congregation of Jehovah,



^  (Neh. 6:17-19) In those days the nobles of Judah were sending many letters to To·biʹah, and To·biʹah would reply to them. 18 Many in Judah swore allegiance to him, for he was a son-in-law of Shec·a·niʹah the son of Aʹrah, and his son Je·ho·haʹnan had married the daughter of Me·shulʹlam the son of Ber·e·chiʹah. 19 Also, they would constantly tell me good things about him and then report to him what I said. Then To·biʹah would send letters to frighten me.



^  (Neh. 13:28) One of the sons of Joiʹa·da the son of E·liʹa·shib the high priest had become a son-in-law of San·balʹlat the Horʹo·nite. So I drove him away from me.









^ ***w96 3/15 p. 16 Meeting the Challenge of Loyalty***

 6. Loyalty will keep us from associating with whom?

6 If we are loyal to Jehovah God, we will avoid making friends with all who are his enemies. That is why the disciple James wrote: “Adulteresses, do you not know that the friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is constituting himself an enemy of God.” (James 4:4) We want to have the loyalty that King David evidenced when he said: “Do I not hate those who are intensely hating you, O Jehovah, and do I not feel a loathing for those revolting against you? With a complete hatred I do hate them. They have become to me real enemies.” (Psalm 139:21, 22) We do not want to fraternize with any willful sinners, for we have nothing in common with them. Would not loyalty to God keep us from socializing with any such enemies of Jehovah, whether in person or through the medium of television?



^  (Jas. 4:4) Adulteresses,* do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is making himself an enemy of God.

Or “You unfaithful ones.”


^  (Ps. 139:21, 22) Do I not hate those who hate you, O Jehovah, And loathe those who revolt against you? 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; They have become real enemies to me.


















^ ***T-34 pp. 1-4 Will Suffering Ever End?***


Will Suffering Ever End?


Would you say . . .

	           yes?



	           no?



	           maybe?








WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“God . . . will wipe all tears from their eyes, and there will be no more death, suffering, crying, or pain.”​—Revelation 21:3, 4, Contemporary English Version.

WHAT THAT CAN MEAN FOR YOU

Assurance that God does not cause our problems.​—James 1:13.

Comfort from knowing that God feels for us when we suffer.​—Zechariah 2:8.

Hope that all suffering will end.​—Psalm 37:9-11.

CAN WE REALLY BELIEVE WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS?

Yes, for at least two reasons:

	            God hates suffering and injustice. Consider how Jehovah God felt when his people in Bible times were cruelly mistreated. The Bible says that he was distressed because of “those who were treating them abusively.”​—Judges 2:18, New World Translation.

God has strong feelings about those who harm others. For example, the Bible says that “hands that shed innocent blood” are detestable to him.​—Proverbs 6:16, 17.



	            God cares for us as individuals. Not only does each person know “his own plague and his own pain” but so does Jehovah!​—2 Chronicles 6:29, 30.

Through his Kingdom, Jehovah will soon end the suffering of each individual. (Matthew 6:9, 10) In the meantime, he tenderly comforts those who sincerely look for him.​—Acts 17:27; 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.







TO THINK ABOUT


Why does God allow suffering?

The Bible answers that question at ROMANS 5:12 and 2 PETER 3:9.







^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Jas. 1:13) When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.



^ (Zech. 2:8) For this is what Jehovah of armies says, who after being glorified* has sent me to the nations that were plundering you: ‘Whoever touches you touches the pupil of my eye.*

Lit., “after glory.”
Or “touches my eyeball.”


^ (Ps. 37:9-11) For evil men will be done away with, But those hoping in Jehovah will possess the earth. 10 Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Judg. 2:18) Whenever Jehovah did raise up judges for them, Jehovah would be with the judge and save them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for Jehovah was moved to pity* over their groaning caused by those who oppressed them and those who were treating them abusively.

Or “felt regret.”


^ (Prov. 6:16, 17) There are six things that Jehovah hates; Yes, seven things that he* detests: 17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

Or “his soul.”


^ (2 Chron. 6:29, 30) whatever prayer, whatever request for favor may be made by any man or by all your people Israel (for each one knows his own plague and his own pain) when they spread out their hands toward this house, 30 then may you hear from the heavens, your dwelling place, and may you forgive; and reward each one according to all his ways, for you know his heart (you alone truly know the human heart),



^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Acts 17:27) so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^ (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our trials so that we may be able to comfort others in any sort of trial with the comfort that we receive from God.



^ (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.








^ ***T-33 pp. 1-4 Who Really Controls the World?***


Who Really Controls the World?


Do you think it is . . .

	           God?



	           humankind?



	           someone else?








WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“The Evil One controls the whole world.”​—1 John 5:19.

“The Son of God came . . . to destroy the devil’s work.”​—1 John 3:8, New Century Version.

WHAT THAT CAN MEAN FOR YOU

Logical explanations for the world’s problems.​—Revelation 12:12.

Reason to believe that our world will change for the better.​—1 John 2:17.

CAN WE REALLY BELIEVE WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS?

Yes, for at least three reasons:

	            Satan’s rulership is doomed. Jehovah is determined to bring Satan’s control over mankind to an end. He promises to “bring to nothing . . . the Devil” and undo all the damage that Satan has caused.​—Hebrews 2:14, New World Translation.



	            God has chosen Jesus Christ to rule the world. Jesus is the complete opposite of this world’s present cruel, selfish ruler. Concerning Jesus’ kingship, God promises: “He will have pity on the lowly and the poor . . . From oppression and from violence he will rescue them.”​—Psalm 72:13, 14.



	            God cannot lie. The Bible plainly states: “It is impossible for God to lie.” (Hebrews 6:18) When Jehovah promises to do something, it is as good as done! (Isaiah 55:10, 11) “The ruler of this world will be cast out.”​—John 12:31.







TO THINK ABOUT


What will the world be like after its ruler is removed?

The Bible answers that question at PSALM 37:10, 11 and REVELATION 21:3, 4.







^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^ (1 John 3:8) The one who practices sin originates with the Devil, because the Devil has been sinning from the beginning.* For this purpose the Son of God was made manifest, to break up* the works of the Devil.

Or “from when he began.”
Or “destroy.”


^ (Rev. 12:12) On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”



^ (1 John 2:17) Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.



^ (Heb. 2:14) Therefore, since the “young children” are sharers of blood and flesh, he also similarly shared in the same things, so that through his death he might bring to nothing the one having the means to cause death, that is, the Devil,



^ (Ps. 72:13, 14) He will have pity on the lowly and the poor, And the lives* of the poor he will save. 14 From oppression and from violence he will rescue them,* And their blood will be precious in his eyes.

Or “souls.”
Or “redeem their souls.”


^ (Heb. 6:18) in order that through two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to the refuge may have strong encouragement to take firm hold of the hope set before us.



^ (Isa. 55:10, 11) For just as the rain and the snow pour down from heaven And do not return there until they saturate the earth, making it produce and sprout, Giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^ (John 12:31) Now there is a judging of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.



^ (Ps. 37:10, 11) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”
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