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Cover picture: Elihu listens empathetically as Job expresses himself











JANUARY 1-7

JOB 32-33



Song 102 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD






[image: Elihu listening empathetically to Job, who is covered in boils.]

Elihu listens empathetically as Job expresses himself





1. Comfort Those Who Are Dealing With Anxiety



(10 min.)



Treat others as friends (Job 33:1; it-1 710)

Be empathetic, not judgmental (Job 33:6, 7; w14 6/15 25 ¶8-10)

Before speaking, listen and think as Elihu did (Job 33:8-12, 17; w20.03 23 ¶17-18; see cover picture)





[image: A sister listening empathetically to a single mother in distress. The mother’s two young sons play in another room.]





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Job 33:25​—How does this verse help us to have a balanced view of our appearance as we age? (w13 1/15 19 ¶10)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Job 32:1-22 (th study 12)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Interest in Others​—What Jesus Did



(7 min.) Discussion. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss lmd lesson 1 points 1-2.





5. Interest in Others​—Imitate Jesus



(8 min.) Discussion based on lmd lesson 1 points 3-5 and “See Also.”






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 116

6. Local Needs



(15 min.)





7. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 4 box on p. 30





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 54 and Prayer





^ (Job 32:1-33:33) So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God. 3 He was also very angry with Job’s three companions because they could not find an answer but had declared God wicked. 4 E·liʹhu had been waiting to respond to Job, because they were older than he was. 5 When E·liʹhu saw that the three men had nothing to say in answer, his anger flared up. 6 So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.  7 I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’  8 But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right. 10 So I say, ‘Listen to me, And I will also tell you what I know.’ 11 Look! I have waited for your words; I kept listening to your reasoning As you searched for things to say. 12 I paid close attention to you, But none of you could prove Job wrong* Or answer his arguments. 13 So do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; It is God who refutes him, not a man.’ 14 He did not direct his words against me, So I will not reply to him with your arguments. 15 They are dismayed, they have no more answers; They have nothing left to say. 16 I have waited, but they do not continue speaking; They just stand there, with no further answer. 17 So I too will give an answer; I too will tell what I know, 18 For I am full of words; The spirit within me compels me. 19 My insides are like wine that has no vent, Like new wineskins ready to burst. 20 Let me speak so that I can find relief! I will open my lips and give an answer. 21 I will not show partiality to anyone; Nor will I flatter* any human, 22 For I do not know how to flatter; If I did, my Maker would quickly do away with me. 
33 “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.  2 Look, please! I must open my mouth; My tongue* must speak.  3 My words declare the uprightness of my heart, And my lips sincerely tell what I know.  4 God’s own spirit made me, And the Almighty’s own breath brought me to life.  5 Reply to me if you are able; Present your arguments before me; take your position.  6 Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.  8 But you said in my hearing, Yes, I kept hearing these words,  9 ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am clean, without error. 10 But God finds reasons to oppose me; He considers me his enemy. 11 He puts my feet in stocks; He scrutinizes all my paths.’ 12 But you are not right in saying this, so I will answer you: God is far greater than mortal man. 13 Why do you complain against Him? Is it because he did not answer all your words? 14 For God speaks once and a second time, But no one pays attention, 15 In a dream, a vision of the night, When deep sleep falls upon people While they sleep in their beds. 16 Then he uncovers their ears And impresses* his instruction upon them, 17 To turn a person away from wrongdoing And to protect a man from pride. 18 God spares his soul* from the pit,* His life from perishing by the sword.* 19 A person is also reproved by pain on his bed And by the constant distress of his bones, 20 So that his very being* loathes bread, And he* rejects even fine food. 21 His flesh wastes away from sight, And his bones that were hidden now protrude.* 22 His soul* draws near to the pit;* His life to those who bring death. 23 If there is a messenger* for him, One advocate out of a thousand, To tell to man what is upright, 24 Then God shows him favor and says, ‘Spare him from going down into the pit!* I have found a ransom! 25 Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’ 26 He will entreat God, who will accept him, And he will see His face with shouts of joy, And He will restore His righteousness to mortal man. 27 That person will declare* to men, ‘I have sinned and distorted what is right, But I did not receive what I deserved.* 28 He has redeemed my soul* from going into the pit,* And my life will see the light.’ 29 Indeed, God does all these things Twice, three times, for a man, 30 To bring him* back from the pit,* So that he may be enlightened with the light of life. 31 Pay attention, Job! Listen to me! Keep silent, and I will continue speaking. 32 If you have something to say, reply to me. Speak, for I want to prove you right. 33 If you have nothing to say, you should listen to me; Keep silent, and I will teach you wisdom.”

Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”
Lit., “small in days.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “Many days alone do not.”
Or “reprove Job.”
Or “confer an honorary title to.”
Lit., “My tongue with my palate.”
Lit., “puts a seal on.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Lit., “his life.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “are laid bare.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “an angel.”
Or “grave.”
Or “healthier.”
Lit., “sing.”
Or possibly, “And it did not profit me.”
Or “life.”
Or “grave.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “grave.”


^ (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^ (Job 33:6, 7) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.



^ (Job 33:8-12) But you said in my hearing, Yes, I kept hearing these words,  9 ‘I am pure, without transgression; I am clean, without error. 10 But God finds reasons to oppose me; He considers me his enemy. 11 He puts my feet in stocks; He scrutinizes all my paths.’ 12 But you are not right in saying this, so I will answer you: God is far greater than mortal man.



^ (Job 33:17) To turn a person away from wrongdoing And to protect a man from pride.



^ (Job 33:25) Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “healthier.”


^ (Job 32:1-22) So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God. 3 He was also very angry with Job’s three companions because they could not find an answer but had declared God wicked. 4 E·liʹhu had been waiting to respond to Job, because they were older than he was. 5 When E·liʹhu saw that the three men had nothing to say in answer, his anger flared up. 6 So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.  7 I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’  8 But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right. 10 So I say, ‘Listen to me, And I will also tell you what I know.’ 11 Look! I have waited for your words; I kept listening to your reasoning As you searched for things to say. 12 I paid close attention to you, But none of you could prove Job wrong* Or answer his arguments. 13 So do not say, ‘We have found wisdom; It is God who refutes him, not a man.’ 14 He did not direct his words against me, So I will not reply to him with your arguments. 15 They are dismayed, they have no more answers; They have nothing left to say. 16 I have waited, but they do not continue speaking; They just stand there, with no further answer. 17 So I too will give an answer; I too will tell what I know, 18 For I am full of words; The spirit within me compels me. 19 My insides are like wine that has no vent, Like new wineskins ready to burst. 20 Let me speak so that I can find relief! I will open my lips and give an answer. 21 I will not show partiality to anyone; Nor will I flatter* any human, 22 For I do not know how to flatter; If I did, my Maker would quickly do away with me.

Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”
Lit., “small in days.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “Many days alone do not.”
Or “reprove Job.”
Or “confer an honorary title to.”







JANUARY 8-14

JOB 34-35



Song 30 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. When Life Seems Unfair



(10 min.)



Remember that Jehovah is never the Source of injustice (Job 34:10; wp19.1 8 ¶2)

The wicked may seem to get away with their unjust actions; however, they cannot hide from Jehovah (Job 34:21-26; w17.04 10 ¶5)

The best way to help victims of injustice is to teach them about Jehovah (Job 35:9, 10; Mt 28:19, 20; w21.05 7 ¶19-20)





[image: A couple witnessing to a man and his young son who live in a shanty near luxury high-rise apartment buildings.]





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Job 35:7​—What did Elihu mean when he asked Job: “What does [God] receive from you?” (w17.04 29 ¶3)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Job 35:1-16 (th study 10)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 10 point 3)





5. Starting a Conversation



(4 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Show a person who has young children how to find information helpful to parents on jw.org. (lmd lesson 1 point 4)





6. Making Disciples



(5 min.) lff lesson 13 point 5 (lmd lesson 11 point 3)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 58

7. Are You Motivated to “Preach the Word” Informally?



(15 min.) Discussion.







[image: A sister using her phone to witness to a woman on a bus.]




Paul urged Timothy: “Preach the word; be at it urgently.” (2Ti 4:2) The Greek verb translated “be at it urgently” was sometimes used in a military setting to refer to a soldier or a guard at his post who was always ready for action. The expression well describes our desire to be always alert for opportunities to turn an ordinary conversation into a witness.

Our love for Jehovah and appreciation for all that he does for us move us to tell others about his beautiful qualities.

Read Psalm 71:8. Then ask the audience:

What good things about Jehovah do you like to tell others about?


Your answer



Our love for people also motivates us to witness informally.

Play the VIDEO How Hundreds Found Bible Truth. Then ask the audience:

	  How did informal witnessing play a role in hundreds finding Bible truth?


Your answer





	  How did these former church members benefit from learning the truth?


Your answer





	  How does love for people motivate us to witness informally?


Your answer





	  Why do you think informal witnessing is such an effective way to help others come to know Jehovah?


Your answer









8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 4 box on p. 33





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 138 and Prayer





^ (Job 34:1-35:16) So E·liʹhu continued to say in reply:  2 “Listen to my words, you who are wise; Hear me, you who know so much.  3 For the ear tests words Just as the tongue* tastes food.  4 Let us evaluate for ourselves what is right; Let us decide among ourselves what is good.  5 For Job has said, ‘I am in the right, But God has denied me justice.  6 Would I lie about what my own judgment should be? My wound is incurable, though there is no transgression.’  7 What other man is like Job, Who drinks up derision like water?  8 He is in company with wrongdoers And in association with wicked men.  9 For he has said, ‘A man does not benefit From trying to please God.’ 10 So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong! 11 For he will reward a man according to what he does And bring upon him the consequences of his ways. 12 For a certainty, God does not act wickedly; The Almighty does not pervert justice. 13 Who put him in charge of the earth, And who appointed him over the whole world?* 14 If he fixes his attention* on them, If he gathers their spirit and breath to himself, 15 All humans* would perish together, And mankind would return to the dust. 16 So if you have understanding, pay attention to this; Listen carefully to what I say. 17 Should someone who hates justice be in control, Or would you condemn a powerful one who is righteous? 18 Would you say to a king, ‘You are good for nothing,’ Or to nobles, ‘You are wicked’? 19 There is One who does not show partiality to princes And who does not favor the rich over the poor,* For they are all the work of his hands. 20 They may die suddenly, in the middle of the night; They shake violently and pass away; Even the powerful are removed, but not by human hands. 21 For God’s eyes are upon the ways of a man, And He sees all his steps. 22 There is no darkness or deep shadow Where wrongdoers can conceal themselves. 23 For God has not set an appointed time for any man To appear before him in judgment. 24 He breaks the powerful without needing to investigate And sets up others in their place. 25 For he knows what they are doing; He overthrows them during the night, and they are crushed. 26 He strikes them for their wickedness, In a place where all can see, 27 Because they have turned away from following him And have no regard for any of his ways; 28 They cause the poor to cry out to him, So that he hears the outcry of the helpless. 29 When God remains silent, who can condemn him? When he hides his face, who can see him? Whether toward a nation or a man, the result is the same, 30 So that a godless person* may not rule Or lay snares for the people. 31 For will anyone say to God, ‘I have been punished, although I have committed no offense; 32 Teach me what I have failed to see; If I have done anything wrong, I will not do it again’? 33 Should he reward you on your terms when you reject his judgment? You must decide, not I. So tell me what you know so well. 34 Men of understanding* will say to me —Any wise man who hears me— 35 ‘Job speaks without knowledge, And his words lack insight.’ 36 Let Job be tested* to the limit Because his replies are like those of wicked men! 37 He adds rebellion to his sin; He scornfully claps his hands before us And multiplies his words against the true God!” 
35 E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?  3 For you say, ‘What does it matter to you?* Am I better off than if I had sinned?’  4 I will reply to you And to your companions with you.  5 Look up to heaven and see, Observe the clouds, which are high above you.  6 If you sin, how do you hurt him? If your transgressions multiply, what do you do to him?  7 If you are righteous, what do you give him; What does he receive from you?  8 Your wickedness affects only a human like yourself, And your righteousness, a son of man.  9 People cry out when under great oppression; They cry for relief from the domination* of the powerful. 10 But no one says, ‘Where is God, my Grand Maker, The one causing songs to be sung in the night?’ 11 He teaches us more than the beasts of the earth, And he makes us wiser than the birds of the heavens. 12 People cry out, but he does not answer, Because of the pride of the wicked. 13 Surely God does not hear an empty cry;* The Almighty does not pay attention to it. 14 How much less, then, when you complain that you do not see him! Your legal case is before him, so you should wait anxiously for him. 15 For he has not angrily called for an accounting; Nor has he taken note of your extreme rashness. 16 Job opens his mouth wide in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge.”

Lit., “palate.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or “the inhabited earth.”
Lit., “his heart.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “the noble over the lowly.”
Or “an apostate.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or possibly, “My father, let Job be tested.”
Likely referring to God.
Lit., “arm.”
Or “a lie.”


^ (Job 34:10) So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong!

Lit., “heart.”


^ (Job 34:21-26) For God’s eyes are upon the ways of a man, And He sees all his steps. 22 There is no darkness or deep shadow Where wrongdoers can conceal themselves. 23 For God has not set an appointed time for any man To appear before him in judgment. 24 He breaks the powerful without needing to investigate And sets up others in their place. 25 For he knows what they are doing; He overthrows them during the night, and they are crushed. 26 He strikes them for their wickedness, In a place where all can see,



^ (Job 35:9, 10) People cry out when under great oppression; They cry for relief from the domination* of the powerful. 10 But no one says, ‘Where is God, my Grand Maker, The one causing songs to be sung in the night?’

Lit., “arm.”


^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Job 35:7) If you are righteous, what do you give him; What does he receive from you?



^ (Job 35:1-16) E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?  3 For you say, ‘What does it matter to you?* Am I better off than if I had sinned?’  4 I will reply to you And to your companions with you.  5 Look up to heaven and see, Observe the clouds, which are high above you.  6 If you sin, how do you hurt him? If your transgressions multiply, what do you do to him?  7 If you are righteous, what do you give him; What does he receive from you?  8 Your wickedness affects only a human like yourself, And your righteousness, a son of man.  9 People cry out when under great oppression; They cry for relief from the domination* of the powerful. 10 But no one says, ‘Where is God, my Grand Maker, The one causing songs to be sung in the night?’ 11 He teaches us more than the beasts of the earth, And he makes us wiser than the birds of the heavens. 12 People cry out, but he does not answer, Because of the pride of the wicked. 13 Surely God does not hear an empty cry;* The Almighty does not pay attention to it. 14 How much less, then, when you complain that you do not see him! Your legal case is before him, so you should wait anxiously for him. 15 For he has not angrily called for an accounting; Nor has he taken note of your extreme rashness. 16 Job opens his mouth wide in vain; He multiplies words without knowledge.”

Likely referring to God.
Lit., “arm.”
Or “a lie.”


^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^ (Ps. 71:8) My mouth is filled with your praise; All day long I tell about your splendor.








JANUARY 15-21

JOB 36-37



Song 147 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



1. Why You Can Trust God’s Promise of Everlasting Life



(10 min.)



Jehovah himself lives forever (Job 36:26; w15 10/1 13 ¶1-2)

Jehovah has the wisdom and power to sustain life (Job 36:27, 28; w20.05 22 ¶6)

Jehovah teaches us how to gain everlasting life (Job 36:4, 22; Joh 17:3)




Strong faith in God’s promise of everlasting life acts as a stabilizing force in our life.​—Heb 6:19; w22.10 28 ¶16.







[image: People in Paradise enjoying themselves. Children play with a lion, a woman holds a basket with a variety of vegetables, and two couples enjoy working and relaxing in a garden.]





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Job 37:20​—How was news and information often communicated in Bible lands? (it-1 492)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Job 36:1-21 (th study 2)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) PUBLIC WITNESSING. (lmd lesson 3 point 3)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. (lmd lesson 2 point 5)





6. Explaining Your Beliefs



(5 min.) Talk. ijwfq 57 ¶5-15​—Theme: Why Were Jehovah’s Witnesses Persecuted During the Time of the Holocaust? (th study 18)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 49

7. Be Prepared for Situations That Require Medical or Surgical Care



(15 min.) Discussion. To be handled by an elder.



Jehovah’s organization has provided tools to help us obey God’s law regarding blood. (Ac 15:28, 29) Are you making good use of them?

Durable Power of Attorney (DPA) Card and Identity Card (ic): These cards outline a patient’s wishes concerning the medical use of blood. Baptized publishers can obtain from the literature servant a DPA card for themselves as well as an Identity Card for their minor children. These cards should be kept on our person at all times. If you need to fill one out or update one, do not procrastinate.

Information for Expectant Mothers (S-401) and Information for Patients Requiring Surgery or Chemotherapy (S-407): These documents help us be better prepared for our medical care, including matters involving the blood issue. Ask your elders for a copy of the appropriate document if you are pregnant or in need of surgery or cancer treatment.

Hospital Liaison Committee (HLC): HLC members are qualified elders who are prepared to provide information to doctors and publishers on matters concerning blood. They can discuss with your health-care provider medical treatment strategies for avoiding blood transfusions. If needed, they can help you find a cooperative doctor. They are available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Contact the HLC as soon as possible in any situation that requires a hospital stay, a surgery, or a therapy​—such as cancer treatment—​even if it seems that the situation might not involve the blood issue. This also applies to expectant mothers. If assistance is needed, request from an elder the contact information for the HLC.

Play the VIDEO Hospital Liaison Committees​—How Do They Assist? Then ask the audience:

How can the HLC help you if you face a situation that may require medical or surgical care?


Your answer





ARE YOU PREPARED?


When facing a medical situation that may involve the blood issue,



Contact the HLC as soon as possible.




Be prepared to inform your doctor of your stand on blood transfusions, the use of blood fractions, and procedures involving the use of your own blood.​—See km 11/06 3.




Put your decisions in writing on your DPA card.




Inform your health-care agents of your decisions.




Have ready access to the contact information of a local elder.






8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 4 ¶9-12, box on p. 34





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 67 and Prayer





^ (Job 36:1-37:24) E·liʹhu continued:  2 “Be patient with me a little longer while I explain, For I still have words to speak on God’s behalf.  3 I will speak comprehensively about what I know, And I will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.  4 Truly my words are not false; The One perfect in knowledge is here before you.  5 Indeed, God is mighty and rejects no one; He is great in his power of understanding.*  6 He will not preserve the lives of the wicked, But he gives justice to the afflicted.  7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings,* and they are exalted forever.  8 But if they are bound in shackles And caught in ropes of affliction,  9 He reveals to them what they have done, Their transgressions caused by their pride. 10 He opens their ears to correction And tells them to turn away from wrongdoing. 11 If they obey and serve him, They will live out their days in prosperity, And their years will be pleasant. 12 But if they do not obey, they will perish by the sword* And die without knowledge. 13 The godless* at heart will harbor resentment. They do not cry for help even when he binds them. 14 They die* while still young, Spending* their life among male temple prostitutes. 15 But God* rescues the afflicted during their affliction; He opens their ear when they are oppressed. 16 He draws you away from the brink of distress To a broad space, free of restriction, With rich food on your table as consolation. 17 Then you will be satisfied with the judgment on the wicked, When judgment is rendered and justice is upheld. 18 But take care that rage does not lead you into spitefulness,* And do not let a large bribe lead you astray. 19 Would your cry for help Or any of your strenuous efforts keep you from distress? 20 Do not long for the night, When people vanish from their place. 21 Beware that you do not turn to wrongdoing, Choosing this instead of affliction. 22 Look! God is exalted in his power; What instructor is like him? 23 Who has directed* his way Or said to him, ‘What you have done is wrong’? 24 Remember to magnify his activity, Of which men have sung. 25 All mankind has seen it, Mortal man looks on from a distance. 26 Yes, God is greater than we can know; The number of his years is beyond comprehension.* 27 He draws up the drops of water; They condense into rain from his mist; 28 Then the clouds pour it down; They shower down upon mankind. 29 Can anyone understand the layers of clouds, The thundering from his tent?* 30 See how he spreads his lightning* over it And covers the depths* of the sea. 31 By these he sustains* the peoples; He gives them food in abundance. 32 With his hands he covers the lightning, And he directs it against its target. 33 His thunder tells about him, Even the livestock tell who* is coming. 
37 “At this my heart pounds And leaps from its place.  2 Listen carefully to the rumbling of his voice And the thunder that comes from his mouth.  3 He unleashes it under the entire heavens And sends his lightning to the ends of the earth.  4 After that is a roaring sound; He thunders with a majestic voice, And he does not hold it back when his voice is heard.  5 God thunders with his voice in a wonderful way; He does great things that are beyond our understanding.  6 For he says to the snow, ‘Fall to the earth,’ And to the downpour of rain, ‘Pour down mightily.’  7 God puts a stop to all human activity* So that every mortal man will know His work.  8 The wild animals go into their dens And remain in their lairs.  9 The storm wind blows from its chamber, And the cold comes from the north winds. 10 By the breath of God, the ice is produced, And the broad waters are frozen solid. 11 Yes, he weighs down the clouds with moisture; He scatters his lightning in the clouds; 12 They swirl around where he directs them; They carry out whatever he commands on the surface of the inhabited earth.* 13 Whether it is for punishment* or for the sake of the land Or for loyal love, he causes it to happen. 14 Listen to this, Job; Stop and consider carefully the wonderful works of God. 15 Do you know how God controls* the clouds And how he causes the lightning to flash from his cloud? 16 Do you know how the clouds float? These are the wonderful works of the One perfect in knowledge. 17 Why does your clothing become hot When the earth is still because of the south wind? 18 Can you, with him, spread out* the skies As solid as a metal mirror? 19 Tell us what we should say to him; We cannot answer because we are in the dark. 20 Should he be told that I want to speak? Or has anyone said something that should be communicated to him? 21 They cannot even see the light,* Though it is bright in the sky, Until a wind passes by and clears away the clouds. 22 Out of the north comes golden splendor; God’s majesty is awe-inspiring. 23 Understanding the Almighty is beyond our reach; He is great in power, And he never violates his justice and abundant righteousness. 24 Therefore, people should fear him. For he does not favor any who think that they are wise.”*

Lit., “heart.”
Or possibly, “He enthrones kings.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Or “apostate.”
Or “Their soul dies.”
Or possibly, “Ending.”
Lit., “He.”
Or “spiteful handclapping.”
Or possibly, “criticized; called him to account for.”
Or “is unsearchable.”
Lit., “booth.”
Lit., “light.”
Lit., “roots.”
Or possibly, “pleads the cause of.”
Or possibly, “what.”
Lit., “puts a seal on the hand of every human.”
Or “of the productive land of the earth.”
Lit., “a rod.”
Or “commands.”
Or “beat out.”
That is, of the sun.
Lit., “who are wise of heart.”


^ (Job 36:26) Yes, God is greater than we can know; The number of his years is beyond comprehension.*

Or “is unsearchable.”


^ (Job 36:27, 28) He draws up the drops of water; They condense into rain from his mist; 28 Then the clouds pour it down; They shower down upon mankind.



^ (Job 36:4) Truly my words are not false; The One perfect in knowledge is here before you.



^ (Job 36:22) Look! God is exalted in his power; What instructor is like him?



^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ (Heb. 6:19) We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,* both sure and firm, and it enters in within the curtain,

Or “for our lives.”


^ (Job 37:20) Should he be told that I want to speak? Or has anyone said something that should be communicated to him?



^ (Job 36:1-21) E·liʹhu continued:  2 “Be patient with me a little longer while I explain, For I still have words to speak on God’s behalf.  3 I will speak comprehensively about what I know, And I will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.  4 Truly my words are not false; The One perfect in knowledge is here before you.  5 Indeed, God is mighty and rejects no one; He is great in his power of understanding.*  6 He will not preserve the lives of the wicked, But he gives justice to the afflicted.  7 He does not take his eyes off the righteous; He enthrones them with kings,* and they are exalted forever.  8 But if they are bound in shackles And caught in ropes of affliction,  9 He reveals to them what they have done, Their transgressions caused by their pride. 10 He opens their ears to correction And tells them to turn away from wrongdoing. 11 If they obey and serve him, They will live out their days in prosperity, And their years will be pleasant. 12 But if they do not obey, they will perish by the sword* And die without knowledge. 13 The godless* at heart will harbor resentment. They do not cry for help even when he binds them. 14 They die* while still young, Spending* their life among male temple prostitutes. 15 But God* rescues the afflicted during their affliction; He opens their ear when they are oppressed. 16 He draws you away from the brink of distress To a broad space, free of restriction, With rich food on your table as consolation. 17 Then you will be satisfied with the judgment on the wicked, When judgment is rendered and justice is upheld. 18 But take care that rage does not lead you into spitefulness,* And do not let a large bribe lead you astray. 19 Would your cry for help Or any of your strenuous efforts keep you from distress? 20 Do not long for the night, When people vanish from their place. 21 Beware that you do not turn to wrongdoing, Choosing this instead of affliction.

Lit., “heart.”
Or possibly, “He enthrones kings.”
Or “by a weapon (missile).”
Or “apostate.”
Or “Their soul dies.”
Or possibly, “Ending.”
Lit., “He.”
Or “spiteful handclapping.”


^ (Acts 15:28, 29) For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”








JANUARY 22-28

JOB 38-39



Song 11 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Do You Take the Time to Observe Creation?



(10 min.)



After creating the natural world, Jehovah took the time to reflect on his work (Ge 1:10, 12; Job 38:5, 6; w21.08 9 ¶7)

The angels took the time to observe Jehovah’s creation (Job 38:7; w20.08 14 ¶2)

We can strengthen our trust in Jehovah when we take the time to observe and appreciate creation (Job 38:32-35; w23.03 17 ¶8)





[image: A mother and her young daughter happily watching a butterfly outside their home.]





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Job 38:8-10​—What do these verses teach us about Jehovah as a Lawgiver? (it-2 222)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Job 39:1-22 (th study 5)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(2 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. End the conversation on a positive note when you realize that the person does not want to talk. (lmd lesson 2 point 3)





5. Following Up



(5 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. In a previous conversation, the person told you that he had recently lost a loved one in death. (lmd lesson 9 point 3)





6. Talk



(5 min.) lmd appendix A point 1​—Theme: Current Events and Attitudes Indicate a Change Is Near. (th study 16)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 111

7. Observing Creation Helps Us to Remember the Big Picture



(15 min.) Discussion.







[image: Job reflecting on some of the awe-inspiring animals Jehovah created, including the hippopotamus, the stork, the ostrich, the crocodile, the eagle, the horse, and the wild bull. A windstorm is raging, and Elihu and the three false comforters sit nearby.]




When under attack from his three companions and from Satan, Job became consumed with his own problems and the unfair criticism directed at him.

Read Job 37:14. Then ask the audience:

What did Job need to do to regain his spiritual balance?


Your answer



When we feel overwhelmed by our trials, observing creation can help us to remember Jehovah’s greatness, strengthen our desire to remain loyal to him, and build our confidence in his ability to care for us.​—Mt 6:26.

Play the VIDEO Lessons From the Book of Job​—Animal Creation. Then ask the audience:

How did this video strengthen your trust in Jehovah?


Your answer





8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 4 ¶13-20





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 54 and Prayer





^ (Job 38:1-39:30) Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  2 “Who is this who is obscuring my counsel And speaking without knowledge?  3 Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  4 Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?  8 And who barricaded the sea behind doors When it burst out from the womb,  9 When I clothed it with clouds And wrapped* it in thick gloom, 10 When I established my limit for it And put its bars and doors in place, 11 And I said, ‘You may come this far, and no farther; Here is where your proud waves will stop’? 12 Have you ever* commanded the morning Or made the dawn know its place, 13 To take hold of the ends of the earth And to shake the wicked out of it? 14 It is transformed like clay under a seal, And its features stand out like those of a garment. 15 But the light of the wicked is held back from them, And their uplifted arm is broken. 16 Have you gone down to the sources of the sea Or explored the deep waters? 17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, Or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?* 18 Have you understood the vast expanse of the earth? Tell me, if you know all of this. 19 In which direction does the light reside? And where is the place of darkness, 20 That you should take it to its territory And understand the paths to its home? 21 Do you know this because you were already born And the number of your years* is great? 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, Or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, 23 Which I have reserved for the time of distress, For the day of battle and war? 24 From what direction is light* dispersed, And from where does the east wind blow on the earth? 25 Who has cut a channel for the flood And made a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 26 To make it rain where no man lives, On the wilderness where there are no humans, 27 To satisfy devastated wastelands And cause the grass to sprout? 28 Does the rain have a father, Or who fathered the dewdrops? 29 From whose womb did the ice emerge, And who gave birth to the frost of heaven 30 When the waters are covered as if with stone, And the surface of the deep waters is frozen solid? 31 Can you tie the ropes of the Kiʹmah constellation* Or untie the cords of the Keʹsil constellation?* 32 Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’ 36 Who put wisdom within the clouds* Or gave understanding to the sky phenomenon?* 37 Who is wise enough to count the clouds, Or who can tip over the water jars of heaven 38 When the dust pours into a mass And the clods of earth stick together? 39 Can you hunt prey for a lion Or satisfy the appetites of young lions 40 When they crouch in their lairs Or lie in ambush in their dens? 41 Who prepares food for the raven When its young cry to God for help And wander about because there is nothing to eat? 
39 “Do you know the time when the mountain goats give birth? Have you watched the deer give birth to their young?  2 Do you count the months that they must complete? Do you know the time when they give birth?  3 They crouch down when they give birth to their young, And their labor pains end.  4 Their young become strong and grow up in the open field; They go out and do not return to them.  5 Who set the wild donkey* free, And who untied the ropes of the wild donkey?  6 I have made the desert plain its home And the salt land its dwelling.  7 It scorns the tumult of the city; It does not hear the shouts of the driver.  8 It roams the hills, seeking pasture, Looking for every green plant.  9 Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?* 10 Will you hold a wild bull to the furrow with a rope, Or will it follow you to plow* the valley? 11 Will you trust in its great strength And let it do your heavy work? 12 Will you rely on it to bring back your harvest,* And will it gather it to your threshing floor? 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, But can her pinions and plumage compare with the stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And she keeps them warm in the dust. 15 She forgets that some foot may crush them Or that a wild animal may trample them. 16 She treats her sons harshly, as if they were not hers; She has no fear that her labor may be in vain. 17 For God has deprived her of* wisdom And given her no share in understanding. 18 But when she rises up and flaps her wings, She laughs at the horse and at its rider. 19 Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying. 21 It paws the ground in the valley and exults mightily; It charges into the battle.* 22 It laughs at fear and is afraid of nothing. It does not turn back because of the sword. 23 The quiver rattles against it, The spear and the javelin flash. 24 Trembling with excitement, it surges forward,* It cannot stand still at* the sound of the horn. 25 When the horn blows, it says, ‘Aha!’ It smells the battle from afar And hears the shouting of commanders and the battle cry. 26 Is it by your understanding that the falcon soars, Spreading its wings to the south? 27 Or is it at your order that an eagle flies upward And builds its nest high up, 28 Spending the night on a cliff, Dwelling in its stronghold on a rocky crag?* 29 From there it searches for food; Its eyes look far into the distance. 30 Its young sip up blood; And wherever the slain are, there it is.”

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Or “swaddled.”
Lit., “in your days.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Lit., “days.”
Or possibly, “lightning.”
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”
Or possibly, “within man.”
Or possibly, “to the mind.”
Or “onager.”
Or “manger.”
Or “harrow.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “made her forget.”
Lit., “It goes out to meet armor.”
Lit., “swallows the ground (earth).”
Or possibly, “It does not believe.”
Lit., “on the tooth of a crag.”


^ (Gen. 1:10) God called the dry land Earth, but the collecting of the waters, he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.



^ (Gen. 1:12) And the earth began to produce grass, seed-bearing plants and trees yielding fruit along with seed, according to their kinds. Then God saw that it was good.



^ (Job 38:5, 6) Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,



^ (Job 38:7) When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ (Job 38:32-35) Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’

Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”


^ (Job 38:8-10) And who barricaded the sea behind doors When it burst out from the womb,  9 When I clothed it with clouds And wrapped* it in thick gloom, 10 When I established my limit for it And put its bars and doors in place,

Or “swaddled.”


^ (Job 39:1-22) “Do you know the time when the mountain goats give birth? Have you watched the deer give birth to their young?  2 Do you count the months that they must complete? Do you know the time when they give birth?  3 They crouch down when they give birth to their young, And their labor pains end.  4 Their young become strong and grow up in the open field; They go out and do not return to them.  5 Who set the wild donkey* free, And who untied the ropes of the wild donkey?  6 I have made the desert plain its home And the salt land its dwelling.  7 It scorns the tumult of the city; It does not hear the shouts of the driver.  8 It roams the hills, seeking pasture, Looking for every green plant.  9 Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?* 10 Will you hold a wild bull to the furrow with a rope, Or will it follow you to plow* the valley? 11 Will you trust in its great strength And let it do your heavy work? 12 Will you rely on it to bring back your harvest,* And will it gather it to your threshing floor? 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, But can her pinions and plumage compare with the stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And she keeps them warm in the dust. 15 She forgets that some foot may crush them Or that a wild animal may trample them. 16 She treats her sons harshly, as if they were not hers; She has no fear that her labor may be in vain. 17 For God has deprived her of* wisdom And given her no share in understanding. 18 But when she rises up and flaps her wings, She laughs at the horse and at its rider. 19 Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying. 21 It paws the ground in the valley and exults mightily; It charges into the battle.* 22 It laughs at fear and is afraid of nothing. It does not turn back because of the sword.

Or “onager.”
Or “manger.”
Or “harrow.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “made her forget.”
Lit., “It goes out to meet armor.”


^ (Job 37:14) Listen to this, Job; Stop and consider carefully the wonderful works of God.



^ (Matt. 6:26) Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they are?








JANUARY 29–FEBRUARY 4

JOB 40-42



Song 124 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Lessons Learned From Job’s Experience



(10 min.)



Recognize that your viewpoint is limited in comparison with Jehovah’s (Job 42:1-3; w10 10/15 3-4 ¶4-6)

Readily accept counsel from Jehovah and his organization (Job 42:5, 6; w17.06 25 ¶12)

Jehovah rewards those who remain loyal to him despite trials (Job 42:10-12; Jas 5:11; w22.06 25 ¶17-18)





[image: Job and his wife on a hillside appreciatively looking at each other. Job gestures toward their flocks and home.]

Jehovah rewarded Job for his integrity







2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Job 42:7​—Whom were Job’s three companions actually speaking against, and how can knowing this help us to endure ridicule? (it-2 808)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Job 42:1-17 (th study 11)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. The person is from a non-Christian background. (lmd lesson 5 point 3)





5. Making Disciples



(5 min.) lff lesson 13 points 6-7 and Some People Say (lmd lesson 11 point 4)





6. Talk



(4 min.) lmd appendix A point 2​—Theme: The Earth Will Never Be Destroyed. (th study 13)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 108

7. Help Others to Feel Jehovah’s Love



(15 min.) Discussion.







[image: A scene from the video “We Found Christian Love in Jehovah’s Family.” Mimi and her mom bring flowers and a card to a sister who is in a hospital bed.]




We are glad to worship a God who is the very essence of love. (1Jo 4:8, 16) Jehovah’s loving personality draws us to him and motivates us to stay close to him. As Jehovah’s sheep, we all feel loved by Jehovah.

We do our best to reflect Jehovah’s love by how we treat our family members, fellow worshippers, and others. (Job 6:14; 1Jo 4:11) By showing love, we help others come to know Jehovah and draw close to him. In contrast, if we fail to show love to others, they may find it difficult to sense Jehovah’s love.

Play the VIDEO We Found Christian Love in Jehovah’s Family. Then ask the audience:

What did you learn from Lei Lei and Mimi’s experience about the importance of showing love?


Your answer




What can we do to help fellow worshippers feel Jehovah’s love?

	  View them as Jehovah’s precious sheep.​—Ps 100:3



	  Speak to them in a way that builds up.​—Eph 4:29



	  Treat them with fellow feeling.​—Mt 7:11, 12









8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 5 ¶1-8, box on p. 39





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 126 and Prayer





^ (Job 40:1-42:17) Jehovah continued to answer Job:  2 “Should a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Let the one who wants to reprove God answer.”  3 Job said in answer to Jehovah:  4 “Look! I am unworthy. What can I reply to you? I put my hand over my mouth.  5 I spoke once, but I will not answer again; Twice, but I will say no more.”  6 Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  7 “Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  8 Will you call into question* my justice? Will you condemn me so that you may be right?  9 Do you have an arm as powerful as the true God’s, Or can your voice thunder like his? 10 Adorn yourself, please, with glory and majesty; Clothe yourself with dignity and splendor. 11 Release the fury of your anger; Look at everyone who is haughty, and bring him low. 12 Look at everyone who is haughty, and humble him, And tread down the wicked where they stand. 13 Hide them all in the dust; Bind them* in the hidden place, 14 Then even I would acknowledge to you* That your right hand can save you. 15 Here, now, is Be·heʹmoth,* which I made as I made you. It eats grass like a bull. 16 Look at the strength in its hips And the power in the muscles of its belly! 17 It stiffens its tail like a cedar; The sinews of its thighs are woven together. 18 Its bones are tubes of copper; Its limbs are like wrought-iron rods. 19 It ranks first* among the works of God; Only its Maker can approach it with his sword. 20 For the mountains produce food for it, Where all the wild animals play. 21 It lies down under the lotus trees, In the shelter of the reeds of the marsh. 22 The lotus trees cast their shadow on it, And the poplars of the valley* surround it. 23 If the river is turbulent, it does not panic. It is confident, although the Jordan rushes against its mouth. 24 Can anyone capture it while it is watching, Or pierce its nose with a hook?* 
41 “Can you catch Le·viʹa·than* with a fishhook Or hold down its tongue with a rope?  2 Can you put a rope* through its nostrils Or pierce its jaws with a hook?*  3 Will it make many pleas to you, Or will it speak gently to you?  4 Will it make a covenant with you, So that you may make it your slave for life?  5 Will you play with it as with a bird Or tie it on a leash for your little girls?  6 Will traders barter for it? Will they divide it up among merchants?  7 Will you fill its hide with harpoons Or its head with fishing spears?  8 Lay your hand on it; You will remember the battle and never do it again!  9 Any hope of subduing it is futile. The mere sight of it would overwhelm you.* 10 No one dares to stir it up. So who is it who can stand up to me? 11 Who has given me anything first that I should repay him? Whatever is under the heavens is mine. 12 I will not be silent about its limbs, About its mightiness and its well-formed body. 13 Who has removed its outer covering? Who will enter its open jaws? 14 Who can pry open the doors of its mouth?* Its teeth all around are fearsome. 15 Its back has rows of scales* Tightly sealed together. 16 Each one fits so closely to the other That no air can come between them. 17 They are stuck to one another; They cling together and cannot be separated. 18 Its snorting flashes out light, And its eyes are like the rays of dawn. 19 Flashes of lightning go out of its mouth; Fiery sparks escape. 20 Smoke pours out of its nostrils, Like a furnace fueled with rushes. 21 Its breath sets coals ablaze, And a flame shoots from its mouth. 22 There is great strength in its neck, And dismay runs before it. 23 The folds of its flesh are tightly joined together; They are firm, as though cast upon it and immovable. 24 Its heart is hard as stone, Yes, hard as a lower millstone. 25 When it rises up, even the mighty are frightened; Its thrashing causes bewilderment. 26 No sword that reaches it will prevail; Nor will spear, dart, or arrowhead. 27 It regards iron as straw, Copper as rotten wood. 28 An arrow does not make it flee; Slingstones turn into stubble against it. 29 It regards a club as stubble, And it laughs at the rattling of a javelin. 30 Underneath, it is like sharp fragments of pottery; It spreads itself in the mud like a threshing sledge. 31 It makes the deep boil just like a pot; It stirs up the sea like an ointment pot. 32 It leaves a glistening wake in its path. One would think that the deep had white hair. 33 There is nothing like it on the earth, A creature made to have no fear. 34 It glares at everything that is haughty. It is king over all the majestic wild beasts.” 
42 Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.” 7 After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.” 9 So Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite went and did what Jehovah had told them to do. And Jehovah accepted Job’s prayer. 10 After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Or “invalidate.”
Lit., “their faces.”
Or “commend you.”
Possibly the hippopotamus.
Lit., “It is the beginning.”
Or “wadi.”
Lit., “snare.”
Possibly the crocodile.
Lit., “a rush.”
Lit., “thorn.”
Or “hurl you down.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Its pride is its rows of scales.”
Or “make a retraction.”
Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”
Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”
Lit., “old and full of days.”


^ (Job 42:1-3) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.



^ (Job 42:5, 6) My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^ (Job 42:10-12) After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys.

Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”


^ (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”


^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.



^ (Job 42:1-17) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.” 7 After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.” 9 So Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite went and did what Jehovah had told them to do. And Jehovah accepted Job’s prayer. 10 After Job had prayed for his companions, Jehovah removed Job’s tribulation and restored his prosperity.* Jehovah gave him double what he had before. 11 All his brothers and sisters and all his former friends came to him and ate a meal with him in his house. They sympathized with him and comforted him over all the calamity that Jehovah had allowed to come upon him. Each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 So Jehovah blessed the last part of Job’s life more than the beginning, and Job came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of cattle, and 1,000 female donkeys. 13 He also came to have seven more sons and three more daughters. 14 He named the first daughter Je·miʹmah, the second Ke·ziʹah, and the third Kerʹen-hapʹpuch. 15 No women in all the land were as beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived for 140 years, and he saw his children and his grandchildren—four generations. 17 Finally Job died, after a long and satisfying life.*

Or “make a retraction.”
Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”
Lit., “Jehovah turned back the captivity of Job.”
Lit., “old and full of days.”


^ (1 John 4:8) Whoever does not love has not come to know God, because God is love.



^ (1 John 4:16) And we have come to know and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in union with God and God remains in union with him.



^ (Job 6:14) Anyone who withholds loyal love from his fellow man Will forsake the fear of the Almighty.



^ (1 John 4:11) Beloved ones, if this is how God loved us, then we are also under obligation to love one another.



^ (Ps. 100:3) Know* that Jehovah is God. He is the one who made us, and we belong to him.* We are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Or “Acknowledge.”
Or possibly, “and not we ourselves.”


^ (Eph. 4:29) Let a rotten word not come out of your mouth, but only what is good for building up as the need may be, to impart what is beneficial to the hearers.



^ (Matt. 7:11, 12) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will your Father who is in the heavens give good things to those asking him! 12 “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.








FEBRUARY 5-11

PSALMS 1-4



Song 150 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Take Sides With God’s Kingdom



(10 min.)



[Play the VIDEO Introduction to Psalms.]

Human governments have made themselves rivals of God’s Kingdom (Ps 2:2; w21.09 15 ¶8)

Jehovah is giving all people a window of opportunity to take sides with his Kingdom (Ps 2:10-12)





[image: Collage: 1. A group of angry people hold signs and protest. 2. A man cheers and holds a flag up at a sporting event. 3. A student recites a pledge of allegiance. 4. A soldier holds a machine gun. 5. Two political candidates debate. 6. A woman puts her vote in a ballot box.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘Am I determined to remain neutral with regard to every aspect of this world’s political affairs, even if it could mean facing hardship?’​—w16.04 29 ¶11.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 1:4​—In what sense are the wicked like “the chaff that the wind blows away”? (it-1 425)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 3:1–4:8 (th study 12)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Naturalness​—What Philip Did



(7 min.) Discussion. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss lmd lesson 2 points 1-2.





5. Naturalness​—Imitate Philip



(8 min.) Discussion based on lmd lesson 2 points 3-5 and “See Also.”






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 32

6. Local Needs



(15 min.)





7. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 5 ¶9-15, box on p. 41





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 61 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 1:1-4:8) Happy is the man who does not walk according to the advice of the wicked And does not stand on the path of sinners And does not sit in the seat of scoffers.  2 But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.  4 The wicked are not like that; They are like the chaff that the wind blows away.  5 That is why the wicked will not remain standing in the judgment; Nor will sinners remain standing in the assembly of the righteous.  6 For Jehovah is aware of the way of the righteous, But the way of the wicked will perish. 
2 Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”  4 The One enthroned in the heavens will laugh; Jehovah will scoff at them.  5 At that time he will speak to them in his anger And terrify them in his burning anger,  6 Saying: “I myself have installed my king On Zion, my holy mountain.”  7 Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.  8 Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.  9 You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.” 10 So now, you kings, show insight; Accept correction,* you judges of the earth. 11 Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12 Honor* the son, or God* will become indignant And you will perish from the way, For His anger flares up quickly. Happy are all those taking refuge in Him. 
A melody of David when he was fleeing from his son Abʹsa·lom. 3 O Jehovah, why have my adversaries become so numerous? Why are so many rising up against me?  2 Many are saying about me:* “God will not save him.” (Selah)*  3 But you, O Jehovah, are a shield around me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head.  4 I will call aloud to Jehovah, And he will answer me from his holy mountain. (Selah)  5 I will lie down and sleep; And I will wake up in safety, For Jehovah continues to support me.  6 I am not afraid of the tens of thousands Lined up against me on every side.  7 Rise up, O Jehovah! Save me, O my God! For you will strike all my enemies on the jaw; You will break the teeth of the wicked.  8 Salvation belongs to Jehovah. Your blessing is upon your people. (Selah) 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. A melody of David. 4 When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.  2 You sons of men, how long will you turn my honor into humiliation? How long will you love what is worthless and search for what is false? (Selah)  3 Know that Jehovah will treat his loyal one in a special way;* Jehovah will hear when I call to him.  4 Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent. (Selah)  5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And trust in Jehovah.  6 There are many saying: “Who will show us anything good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Jehovah.  7 You have filled my heart with greater rejoicing Than those who have an abundant harvest of grain and new wine.  8 I will lie down and sleep in peace, For you alone, O Jehovah, make me dwell in security.

Or “he meditates on His law.”
Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”
Or “Be warned.”
Lit., “Kiss.”
Lit., “he.”
Or “my soul.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “Make broad space.”
Or “distinguish his loyal one; set his loyal one apart for himself.”


^ (Ps. 2:2) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:10-12) So now, you kings, show insight; Accept correction,* you judges of the earth. 11 Serve Jehovah with fear, And rejoice with trembling. 12 Honor* the son, or God* will become indignant And you will perish from the way, For His anger flares up quickly. Happy are all those taking refuge in Him.

Or “Be warned.”
Lit., “Kiss.”
Lit., “he.”


^ (Ps. 1:4) The wicked are not like that; They are like the chaff that the wind blows away.



^ (Pss. 3:1-4:8) O Jehovah, why have my adversaries become so numerous? Why are so many rising up against me?  2 Many are saying about me:* “God will not save him.” (Selah)*  3 But you, O Jehovah, are a shield around me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head.  4 I will call aloud to Jehovah, And he will answer me from his holy mountain. (Selah)  5 I will lie down and sleep; And I will wake up in safety, For Jehovah continues to support me.  6 I am not afraid of the tens of thousands Lined up against me on every side.  7 Rise up, O Jehovah! Save me, O my God! For you will strike all my enemies on the jaw; You will break the teeth of the wicked.  8 Salvation belongs to Jehovah. Your blessing is upon your people. (Selah) 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. A melody of David. 4 When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.  2 You sons of men, how long will you turn my honor into humiliation? How long will you love what is worthless and search for what is false? (Selah)  3 Know that Jehovah will treat his loyal one in a special way;* Jehovah will hear when I call to him.  4 Be agitated, but do not sin. Have your say in your heart, upon your bed, and keep silent. (Selah)  5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, And trust in Jehovah.  6 There are many saying: “Who will show us anything good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O Jehovah.  7 You have filled my heart with greater rejoicing Than those who have an abundant harvest of grain and new wine.  8 I will lie down and sleep in peace, For you alone, O Jehovah, make me dwell in security.

Or “my soul.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “Make broad space.”
Or “distinguish his loyal one; set his loyal one apart for himself.”







FEBRUARY 12-18

PSALMS 5-7



Song 118 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Remain Loyal Despite the Actions of Others



(10 min.)



At times, David lost his joy because of the actions of others (Ps 6:6, 7)

He turned to Jehovah for help (Ps 6:2, 9; w21.03 15 ¶7-8)

David’s strong trust in Jehovah helped him to remain loyal (Ps 6:10)





[image: An inset showing a sister yelling at another sister outside a Kingdom Hall. Later, the sister who was yelled at prays at home.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘Am I building the type of faith needed to remain loyal to Jehovah despite the actions of others?’​—w20.07 8-9 ¶3-4.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 5:9​—In what way is the throat of the wicked an open grave? (it-1 995)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 7:1-11 (th study 10)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. (lmd lesson 1 point 3)





5. Starting a Conversation



(2 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Without sharing a specific Bible truth, find a natural way to let the person know that you are one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. (lmd lesson 2 point 4)





6. Following Up



(2 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. The householder wants to argue with you. (lmd lesson 4 point 5)





7. Explaining Your Beliefs



(4 min.) Demonstration. ijwfq 64​—Theme: Why Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Choose Not to Participate in Nationalistic Ceremonies? (lmd lesson 3 point 4)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 99

8. Annual Service Report



(15 min.) Discussion. After reading the announcement from the branch office regarding the annual service report, invite the audience to highlight other positive aspects of the 2023 Service Year Report of Jehovah’s Witnesses Worldwide. Interview publishers, selected in advance, who had encouraging experiences in the ministry during the past year.





9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 5 ¶16-22, box on p. 42





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 83 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 5:0-7:17) To the director for Neʹhi·loth.* A melody of David. 5 Listen to my words, O Jehovah; Be attentive to my sighing.  2 Pay attention to my cry for help, O my King and my God, because to you I pray.  3 O Jehovah, you will hear my voice in the morning; In the morning I will express my concern to you and wait expectantly.  4 For you are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; No one bad may remain with you.  5 No arrogant person may stand in your presence. You hate all those who behave wickedly;  6 You will destroy those who speak lies. Jehovah detests violent and deceptive people.*  7 But I will come into your house because of your great loyal love; I will bow down toward your holy temple* in reverential fear of you.  8 Lead me, O Jehovah, in your righteousness because of my foes; Make your way clear for me.  9 For nothing they say can be trusted; Within them is nothing but malice; Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.* 10 But God will declare them guilty; Their own schemes will cause their downfall. May they be driven away because of their many transgressions, For they have rebelled against you. 11 But all those who take refuge in you will rejoice; They will always shout joyfully. You will block approach to them, And those loving your name will rejoice in you. 12 For you will bless anyone righteous, O Jehovah; You will surround them with approval as with a large shield. 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments tuned to Shemʹi·nith.* A melody of David. 6 O Jehovah, do not reprove me in your anger, And do not correct me in your rage.  2 Show me favor,* O Jehovah, for I am growing weak. Heal me, O Jehovah, for my bones are shaking.  3 Yes, I am* greatly disturbed, And I ask you, O Jehovah—how long will it be?  4 Return, O Jehovah, and rescue me;* Save me for the sake of your loyal love.  5 For in death there is no mention* of you; In the Grave,* who will praise you?  6 I have grown weary with my sighing; All night long I soak my bed with tears;* I flood my couch with weeping.  7 My eye is weak from my grief; It has dimmed* because of all those harassing me.  8 Get away from me, all you who behave wickedly, For Jehovah will hear the sound of my weeping.  9 Jehovah will hear my request for favor; Jehovah will accept my prayer. 10 All my enemies will be put to shame and dismayed; They will fall back in sudden disgrace. 
A dirge* of David that he sang to Jehovah regarding the words of Cush the Benʹja·min·ite. 7 O Jehovah my God, in you I have taken refuge. Save me from all those persecuting me and rescue me.  2 Otherwise they will tear me* to pieces as a lion does, Carrying me off with no one to rescue me.  3 O Jehovah my God, if I am at fault in this, If I have acted unjustly,  4 If I have wronged the one doing good to me, Or if I have plundered my enemy without cause,*  5 Then let an enemy pursue and overtake me;* Let him trample my life down to the earth And cause my glory to perish in the dust. (Selah)  6 Rise up in your anger, O Jehovah; Stand up against the fury of my enemies; Awake for me, and demand that justice be done.  7 Let the nations surround you; And you will act against them from on high.  8 Jehovah will pass sentence on the peoples. Judge me, O Jehovah, according to my righteousness And according to my integrity.  9 Please put an end to the evil deeds of the wicked. But establish the righteous, Since you are the righteous God who examines the hearts and the deepest emotions.* 10 God is my shield, the Savior of those upright in heart. 11 God is a righteous Judge, And God proclaims his judgments* every day. 12 If anyone will not repent, He sharpens his sword; He bends his bow and makes it ready. 13 He prepares his deadly weapons; He makes ready his flaming arrows. 14 Look at the one who is pregnant with wickedness; He conceives trouble and gives birth to lies. 15 He excavates a pit and digs it deep, But he falls into the very hole he made. 16 The trouble he causes will return on his own head; His violence will fall on the crown of his head. 17 I will praise Jehovah for his justice; I will sing praises* to the name of Jehovah the Most High.

See Glossary.
Or “a man of bloodshed and deception.”
Or “sanctuary.”
Or “They use a smooth tongue.”
See Glossary.
Or “mercy.”
Or “my soul is.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “remembrance.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “make my bed swim.”
Or “grown old.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “While I spared the one opposing me without cause.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “tests the hearts and the kidneys.”
Or “hurls denunciations.”
Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 6:6, 7) I have grown weary with my sighing; All night long I soak my bed with tears;* I flood my couch with weeping.  7 My eye is weak from my grief; It has dimmed* because of all those harassing me.

Lit., “make my bed swim.”
Or “grown old.”


^ (Ps. 6:2) Show me favor,* O Jehovah, for I am growing weak. Heal me, O Jehovah, for my bones are shaking.

Or “mercy.”


^ (Ps. 6:9) Jehovah will hear my request for favor; Jehovah will accept my prayer.



^ (Ps. 6:10) All my enemies will be put to shame and dismayed; They will fall back in sudden disgrace.



^ (Ps. 5:9) For nothing they say can be trusted; Within them is nothing but malice; Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.*

Or “They use a smooth tongue.”


^ (Ps. 7:1-11) O Jehovah my God, in you I have taken refuge. Save me from all those persecuting me and rescue me.  2 Otherwise they will tear me* to pieces as a lion does, Carrying me off with no one to rescue me.  3 O Jehovah my God, if I am at fault in this, If I have acted unjustly,  4 If I have wronged the one doing good to me, Or if I have plundered my enemy without cause,*  5 Then let an enemy pursue and overtake me;* Let him trample my life down to the earth And cause my glory to perish in the dust. (Selah)  6 Rise up in your anger, O Jehovah; Stand up against the fury of my enemies; Awake for me, and demand that justice be done.  7 Let the nations surround you; And you will act against them from on high.  8 Jehovah will pass sentence on the peoples. Judge me, O Jehovah, according to my righteousness And according to my integrity.  9 Please put an end to the evil deeds of the wicked. But establish the righteous, Since you are the righteous God who examines the hearts and the deepest emotions.* 10 God is my shield, the Savior of those upright in heart. 11 God is a righteous Judge, And God proclaims his judgments* every day.

Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “While I spared the one opposing me without cause.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “tests the hearts and the kidneys.”
Or “hurls denunciations.”







FEBRUARY 19-25

PSALMS 8-10



Song 2 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. “I Will Praise You, O Jehovah”!



(10 min.)



Jehovah is extraordinarily good to us (Ps 8:3-6; w21.08 3 ¶6)

We gladly praise Jehovah by telling others about his wonderful works (Ps 9:1; w20.05 23 ¶10)

We also praise him when we sing wholeheartedly to him (Ps 9:2; w22.04 7 ¶13)





[image: Collage: Ways we can praise Jehovah. 1. An elderly sister witnesses to a caregiver. 2. Brothers and sisters sing at a meeting. 3. A young boy raises his hand to comment during a congregation meeting. 4. A young brother helps clean the Kingdom Hall. 5. A young sister witnesses to a classmate.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘In what other ways can I praise Jehovah?’





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 8:3​—What did the psalmist mean when he referred to God’s fingers? (it-1 832)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 10:1-18 (th study 11)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. The householder tells you that he does not believe in God. (lmd lesson 5 point 4)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. In a previous conversation, the person told you that he does not believe in God but that he is open to examining evidence that suggests that a Creator exists. (th study 7)





6. Talk



(5 min.) w21.06 6-7 ¶15-18​—Theme: Help Your Bible Students to Praise Jehovah. (th study 10)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 10

7. How to Witness Informally in a Natural Manner



(10 min.) Discussion.

One way that we can increase our expressions of praise to Jehovah is by witnessing to those whom we meet during our daily activities. (Ps 35:28) At first, we may feel nervous about giving a witness informally. However, when we learn how to start and continue conversations in a natural manner, we can become effective at it and even enjoy it!







[image: A scene from the video “Be Ready to Share ‘the Good News of Peace’—Take the Initiative.” A sister starts a conversation with a woman at the table next to her in a restaurant.]




Play the VIDEO Be Ready to Share “the Good News of Peace”​—Take the Initiative. Then ask the audience:

What did you learn from this dramatization that can help you to become more effective at informal witnessing?


Your answer




The following are a few tips that can help you get started:

	  Be alert to opportunities to start conversations each time you leave your home. Pray about it, and ask Jehovah to direct you to honesthearted people



	  Be friendly and show personal interest in the people you meet. Try to learn something about the person that could help you to know what Bible truths might appeal to him



	  Look for an opportunity to exchange contact information, if appropriate



	  Do not be disappointed if a conversation ends before you can give a witness



	  Think about the person after your conversation. Continue to show personal interest by sending him a link to a Bible verse or to an article on jw.org






Try this: If someone asks you, ‘How was your weekend?,’ tell him about something you learned at the meeting or about the work you do as a Bible teacher.







8. Local Needs



(5 min.)





9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 6 ¶1-8 and intro to section 2





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 65 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 8:0-10:18) To the director; upon the Gitʹtith.* A melody of David. 8 O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth; You have set your splendor even higher than the heavens!*  2 Out of the mouth of children and infants you have established strength On account of your adversaries, To silence the enemy and the avenger.  3 When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,  4 What is mortal man that you keep him in mind, And a son of man that you take care of him?  5 You made him a little lower than godlike ones,* And you crowned him with glory and splendor.  6 You gave him dominion over the works of your hands; You have put everything under his feet:  7 All the flocks and cattle, As well as the wild animals,*  8 The birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, Whatever passes through the paths of the seas.  9 O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth! 
To the director; upon Muth-labʹben.* A melody of David. 9 I will praise you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will tell about all your wonderful works.  2 I will rejoice and exult in you; I will sing praises* to your name, O Most High.  3 When my enemies retreat, They will stumble and perish from before you.  4 For you defend my just cause; You sit on your throne judging with righteousness.  5 You have rebuked nations and destroyed the wicked, Blotting out their name forever and ever.  6 The enemy has been ruined forever; You uprooted their cities, And all memory of them will perish.  7 But Jehovah is enthroned forever; He has firmly established his throne for justice.  8 He will judge the inhabited earth* in righteousness; He will render righteous legal decisions for the nations.  9 Jehovah will become a secure refuge* for the oppressed, A secure refuge in times of distress. 10 Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah. 11 Sing praises to Jehovah, who is dwelling in Zion; Make his deeds known among the peoples. 12 For the One who avenges their blood remembers them; He will not forget the cry of the afflicted. 13 Show me favor, O Jehovah; see my affliction by those hating me, You who raise me from the gates of death, 14 So that I may declare your praiseworthy deeds in the gates of the daughter of Zion, And rejoice in your acts of salvation. 15 The nations have sunk down into the pit they made; Their own foot has been caught in the net they hid. 16 Jehovah is known by the judgment he executes. The wicked one has been ensnared in the work of his own hands. Hig·gaʹion.* (Selah) 17 The wicked will retreat toward the Grave,* All the nations who forget God. 18 But the poor will not always be forgotten; Nor will the hope of the meek ever perish. 19 Rise up, O Jehovah! Do not let mortal man prevail. May the nations be judged in your presence. 20 Strike them with fear, O Jehovah, Let the nations know that they are only mortal men. (Selah) 
10 Why, O Jehovah, do you stand at a distance? Why do you hide yourself in times of distress?  2 The wicked one arrogantly pursues the helpless one, But he will be caught in the schemes he devises.  3 For the wicked one boasts about his selfish desires* And blesses the greedy one;* He disrespects Jehovah.  4 In his haughtiness, the wicked man makes no investigation; All his thoughts are: “There is no God.”  5 His ways keep prospering, But your judgments are beyond his understanding; He scoffs* at all his adversaries.  6 He says in his heart: “I will never be shaken;* For generation after generation I will never see calamity.”  7 His mouth is full of curses, lies, and threats; Under his tongue are trouble and injury.  8 He waits in ambush near the settlements; From his hiding place he kills an innocent one. His eyes are watching for an unfortunate victim.  9 He waits in his hiding place like a lion in its lair.* He waits to seize the helpless one. He seizes the helpless one when he pulls his net shut. 10 The victim is crushed and brought down; The unfortunate ones fall into his clutches.* 11 He says in his heart: “God has forgotten. He has turned away his face. He never notices.” 12 Rise up, O Jehovah. O God, lift up your hand. Do not forget the helpless ones. 13 Why has the wicked one disrespected God? He says in his heart: “You will not hold me accountable.” 14 But you do see trouble and distress. You look on and take matters in hand. To you the unfortunate victim turns; You are the helper for the fatherless child.* 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil man, So that when you search for his wickedness, You will find it no more. 16 Jehovah is King forever and ever. The nations have perished from the earth. 17 But you will hear the request of the meek, O Jehovah. You will make their hearts firm and pay close attention to them. 18 You will render justice to the fatherless and to those who are crushed, So that mortal man of the earth may no longer make them afraid.

See Glossary.
Or possibly, “You whose splendor is recounted above the heavens!”
Or “than angels.”
Lit., “the beasts of the field.”
See Glossary.
Or “make music.”
Or “the productive land.”
Or “secure height.”
See Glossary.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “the desire of his soul.”
Or possibly, “The greedy one blesses himself.”
Or “puffs.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Or “thicket.”
Or “strong claws.”
Or “the orphan.”


^ (Ps. 8:3-6) When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,  4 What is mortal man that you keep him in mind, And a son of man that you take care of him?  5 You made him a little lower than godlike ones,* And you crowned him with glory and splendor.  6 You gave him dominion over the works of your hands; You have put everything under his feet:

Or “than angels.”


^ (Ps. 9:1) I will praise you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will tell about all your wonderful works.



^ (Ps. 9:2) I will rejoice and exult in you; I will sing praises* to your name, O Most High.

Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 8:3) When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,



^ (Ps. 10:1-18) Why, O Jehovah, do you stand at a distance? Why do you hide yourself in times of distress?  2 The wicked one arrogantly pursues the helpless one, But he will be caught in the schemes he devises.  3 For the wicked one boasts about his selfish desires* And blesses the greedy one;* He disrespects Jehovah.  4 In his haughtiness, the wicked man makes no investigation; All his thoughts are: “There is no God.”  5 His ways keep prospering, But your judgments are beyond his understanding; He scoffs* at all his adversaries.  6 He says in his heart: “I will never be shaken;* For generation after generation I will never see calamity.”  7 His mouth is full of curses, lies, and threats; Under his tongue are trouble and injury.  8 He waits in ambush near the settlements; From his hiding place he kills an innocent one. His eyes are watching for an unfortunate victim.  9 He waits in his hiding place like a lion in its lair.* He waits to seize the helpless one. He seizes the helpless one when he pulls his net shut. 10 The victim is crushed and brought down; The unfortunate ones fall into his clutches.* 11 He says in his heart: “God has forgotten. He has turned away his face. He never notices.” 12 Rise up, O Jehovah. O God, lift up your hand. Do not forget the helpless ones. 13 Why has the wicked one disrespected God? He says in his heart: “You will not hold me accountable.” 14 But you do see trouble and distress. You look on and take matters in hand. To you the unfortunate victim turns; You are the helper for the fatherless child.* 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evil man, So that when you search for his wickedness, You will find it no more. 16 Jehovah is King forever and ever. The nations have perished from the earth. 17 But you will hear the request of the meek, O Jehovah. You will make their hearts firm and pay close attention to them. 18 You will render justice to the fatherless and to those who are crushed, So that mortal man of the earth may no longer make them afraid.

Or “the desire of his soul.”
Or possibly, “The greedy one blesses himself.”
Or “puffs.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”
Or “thicket.”
Or “strong claws.”
Or “the orphan.”


^ (Ps. 35:28) Then my tongue will recount* your righteousness And praise you all day long.

Or “meditate on.”







FEBRUARY 26–MARCH 3

PSALMS 11-15



Song 139 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Picture Yourself in God’s Peaceful New World



(10 min.)



Social disorder breeds the violence we see today (Ps 11:2, 3; w06 5/15 18 ¶3)

We can trust that Jehovah will soon put an end to violence (Ps 11:5; wp16.4 11)

Reflecting on Jehovah’s promise of salvation can help us to wait patiently for our deliverance (Ps 13:5, 6; w17.08 6 ¶15)





[image: A girl peacefully sleeping under a tree in a forest at nighttime. A panther is resting above her in the tree.]




TRY THIS: Read Ezekiel 34:25, and take a moment to picture yourself in the peaceful setting described there.​—kr 236 ¶16.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 14:1​—How might this text indicate a threat even for Christians? (w13 9/15 19 ¶12)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 13:1–14:7 (th study 2)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(2 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Invite the person to the Memorial. (lmd lesson 5 point 3)





5. Starting a Conversation



(1 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Invite the person to the Memorial. (lmd lesson 3 point 4)





6. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. A person shows interest in the Memorial invitation. (lmd lesson 7 point 4)





7. Making Disciples



(5 min.) lff lesson 13 summary, review, and goal. Use an article from the “Explore” section to help your student understand God’s feelings toward false religion. (th study 12)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 8

8. “Wisdom Is Better Than Weapons of War”



(10 min.) Discussion.







[image: The father from the video “Imitate the Faithful, Not the Faithless—Enoch, Not Lamech,” meditating on what he is reading in the Bible. He visualizes Enoch hiding in a cave as men with weapons search for him.]




Acts of violence are increasing throughout the world. Jehovah knows that the violence we see and experience can cause us much anxiety. He also understands our need for protection. One way that he protects us is through his Word, the Bible.​—Ps 12:5-7.

The Bible contains wisdom that is “better than weapons of war.” (Ec 9:18) Consider how the following Bible principles can help protect us from becoming victims of violence.

	  Ec 4:9, 10​—Avoid being alone in unsafe areas and situations



	  Pr 22:3​—Remain aware of your surroundings when in public



	  Pr 26:17​—Do not get involved in arguments that do not concern you



	  Pr 17:14​—Leave the area if violence seems imminent. And stay away from crowds that assemble to protest



	  Lu 12:15​—Never risk your life to protect your possessions





Play the VIDEO Imitate the Faithful, Not the Faithless​—Enoch, Not Lamech. Then ask the audience:

How did Enoch’s example affect the father’s decisions and conduct in the face of violence?​—Heb 11:5


Your answer




In some situations, a Christian may feel the need to take reasonable measures to defend himself or his property. If so, he would do everything in his power to avoid taking a human life and becoming bloodguilty.​—Ps 51:14; see “Questions From Readers” in the July 2017 issue of The Watchtower.





9. Memorial Campaign to Begin Saturday, March 2



(5 min.) Talk by an elder. Outline local arrangements for the campaign, special talk, and Memorial. Remind publishers that they may choose to auxiliary pioneer with a 15-hour requirement during the months of March and April.





10. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 6 ¶9-17





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 40 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 11:0-15:5) To the director. Of David. 11 In Jehovah I have taken refuge. So how can you say to me:* “Flee like a bird to your mountain!  2 See how the wicked bend the bow; They set their arrow on the bowstring, To shoot from the darkness those upright in heart.  3 When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”  4 Jehovah is in his holy temple. Jehovah’s throne is in the heavens. His own eyes see, his watchful* eyes examine the sons of men.  5 Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.  6 Upon the wicked, he will rain down snares;* Fire and sulfur and a scorching wind will be the portion of their cup.  7 For Jehovah is righteous; he loves righteous acts. The upright will see his face.* 
To the director; tuned to Shemʹi·nith.* A melody of David. 12 Save me, O Jehovah, for the loyal one is no more; Faithful people have vanished from among men.  2 They speak lies to one another; They flatter with their lips* and speak with deceitful hearts.*  3 Jehovah will cut off all flattering lips And the tongue that makes great boasts,  4 Those who say: “We will prevail with our tongues. We use our lips as we please; Who will be our master?”  5 “Because the afflicted are oppressed, Because of the sighing of the poor, I will rise up to act,” says Jehovah. “I will save them from those who treat them with contempt.”*  6 The sayings of Jehovah are pure; They are like silver refined in an earthen furnace,* purified seven times.  7 You will guard them, O Jehovah; You will protect each one of them from this generation forever.  8 The wicked walk around unrestrained Because the sons of men promote depravity. 
To the director. A melody of David. 13 How long, O Jehovah, will you forget me? Forever? How long will you hide your face from me?  2 How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?  3 Look upon me and answer me, O Jehovah my God. Give light to my eyes, so that I may not fall asleep in death,  4 So that my enemy will not say: “I have defeated him!” Do not let my opponents rejoice over my downfall.  5 As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.  6 I will sing to Jehovah, for he has richly rewarded me.* 
To the director. Of David. 14 The foolish* one says in his heart: “There is no Jehovah.” Their actions are corrupt, and their dealings are detestable; No one is doing good.  2 But Jehovah looks down from heaven on the sons of men To see whether anyone has insight, whether anyone is seeking Jehovah.  3 They have all turned aside; They are all alike corrupt. No one is doing good, Not even one.  4 Do none of the wrongdoers understand? They devour my people as if they were eating bread. They do not call on Jehovah.  5 But they will be filled with great terror, For Jehovah is with the generation of the righteous.  6 You wrongdoers try to frustrate the plans of the lowly one, But Jehovah is his refuge.  7 O that Israel’s salvation may come from Zion! When Jehovah gathers back his captive people, Let Jacob be joyful, let Israel rejoice. 
A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “my soul.”
Or “the foundations of justice.”
Or “beaming.”
Or “His soul; His very being.”
Or possibly, “burning coals.”
Or “experience his favor.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “speak with a smooth lip.”
Lit., “with a heart and a heart.”
Or “puff at them.”
Or possibly, “a smelting furnace set on the ground.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “he has dealt rewardingly with me.”
Or “senseless.”
Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 11:2, 3) See how the wicked bend the bow; They set their arrow on the bowstring, To shoot from the darkness those upright in heart.  3 When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”

Or “the foundations of justice.”


^ (Ps. 11:5) Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.

Or “His soul; His very being.”


^ (Ps. 13:5, 6) As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.  6 I will sing to Jehovah, for he has richly rewarded me.*

Or “he has dealt rewardingly with me.”


^ (Ezek. 34:25) “‘“And I will make a covenant of peace with them, and I will rid the land of vicious wild beasts, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the forests.



^ (Ps. 14:1) The foolish* one says in his heart: “There is no Jehovah.” Their actions are corrupt, and their dealings are detestable; No one is doing good.

Or “senseless.”


^ (Pss. 13:1-14:7) How long, O Jehovah, will you forget me? Forever? How long will you hide your face from me?  2 How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?  3 Look upon me and answer me, O Jehovah my God. Give light to my eyes, so that I may not fall asleep in death,  4 So that my enemy will not say: “I have defeated him!” Do not let my opponents rejoice over my downfall.  5 As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.  6 I will sing to Jehovah, for he has richly rewarded me.* 
To the director. Of David. 14 The foolish* one says in his heart: “There is no Jehovah.” Their actions are corrupt, and their dealings are detestable; No one is doing good.  2 But Jehovah looks down from heaven on the sons of men To see whether anyone has insight, whether anyone is seeking Jehovah.  3 They have all turned aside; They are all alike corrupt. No one is doing good, Not even one.  4 Do none of the wrongdoers understand? They devour my people as if they were eating bread. They do not call on Jehovah.  5 But they will be filled with great terror, For Jehovah is with the generation of the righteous.  6 You wrongdoers try to frustrate the plans of the lowly one, But Jehovah is his refuge.  7 O that Israel’s salvation may come from Zion! When Jehovah gathers back his captive people, Let Jacob be joyful, let Israel rejoice.

Or “my soul.”
Or “he has dealt rewardingly with me.”
Or “senseless.”


^ (Ps. 12:5-7) “Because the afflicted are oppressed, Because of the sighing of the poor, I will rise up to act,” says Jehovah. “I will save them from those who treat them with contempt.”*  6 The sayings of Jehovah are pure; They are like silver refined in an earthen furnace,* purified seven times.  7 You will guard them, O Jehovah; You will protect each one of them from this generation forever.

Or “puff at them.”
Or possibly, “a smelting furnace set on the ground.”


^ (Eccl. 9:18) Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but just one sinner can destroy much good.



^ (Eccl. 4:9, 10) Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work. 10 For if one of them falls, the other can help his partner up. But what will happen to the one who falls with no one to help him up?

Or “greater benefit.”


^ (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^ (Prov. 26:17) Like someone grabbing hold of a dog’s ears Is the one passing by who becomes furious about* a quarrel that is not his.

Or possibly, “who meddles in.”


^ (Prov. 17:14) Beginning a fight is like opening a floodgate;* Before the quarrel breaks out, take your leave.

Or “like opening a dam.” Lit., “letting out waters.”


^ (Luke 12:15) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed, because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.”



^ (Heb. 11:5) By faith Eʹnoch was transferred so as not to see death, and he was nowhere to be found because God had transferred him; for before he was transferred he received the witness that he had pleased God well.



^ (Ps. 51:14) Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God of my salvation, So that my tongue may joyfully declare your righteousness.
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^ ***sjj song 102 “Assist Those Who Are Weak”***


SONG 102

“Assist Those Who Are Weak”


(Acts 20:35)


	1. Many are the weaknesses

That we all possess.

Still Jehovah cares for us,

Loves us nonetheless.

He is so merciful;

His love, so powerful.

May we show this kind of love,

Help those in distress.



	2. Some at times are weak in faith,

Strong though they appear.

By our reassuring words,

We can calm their fears.

Weak ones to God belong;

His spirit makes them strong.

May we feel their pain and cares,

Help them dry their tears.



	3. Rather than condemn the weak,

We should bear in mind

How much we can strengthen them

By our being kind.

May we be diligent,

Give them encouragement.

As we lend our kind support,

Comfort they will find.







(See also Isa. 35:3, 4; 2 Cor. 11:29; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Isa. 35:3, 4) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”



^ (2 Cor. 11:29) Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I am not incensed?



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.









^ ***it-1 p. 710 Elihu***

Elihu was impartial, not bestowing a flattering title on anyone. He recognized that he, like Job, was made of clay and that the Almighty was his Creator. Elihu had no intention of terrifying Job but spoke to him as a true friend, addressing Job by name, something that was not done by Eliphaz, Bildad, or Zophar.​—Job 32:21, 22; 33:1, 6.



^ (Job 32:21, 22) I will not show partiality to anyone; Nor will I flatter* any human, 22 For I do not know how to flatter; If I did, my Maker would quickly do away with me.

Or “confer an honorary title to.”


^ (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^ (Job 33:6) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.









^ ***w14 6/15 p. 25 Do You View Human Weakness as Jehovah Does?***


 8. What will help us to become more empathetic?

8 We will likely be more empathetic if we remember that some of our dear brothers and sisters have been weakened by adverse circumstances​—suffering from poor health, living in a divided household, or coping with depression. We might find ourselves in a similar situation one day. Before entering the Promised Land, the Israelites, who had been poor and weak in the land of Egypt, were reminded that they should not “harden [their] heart” toward their afflicted brothers. Jehovah expected them to consider the poor as being worthy of help.​—Deut. 15:7, 11; Lev. 25:35-38.

 9. What should be our priority when helping those who face hardships? Illustrate.

9 Rather than being judgmental or suspicious, we should provide spiritual comfort to those facing undesirable circumstances. (Job 33:6, 7; Matt. 7:1) To illustrate: When a motorcyclist injured in a traffic mishap arrives at the emergency ward, do those on the medical team try to determine whether he caused the accident? No, they immediately provide the needed medical assistance. Similarly, if a fellow believer has been weakened by personal problems, our priority should be to provide spiritual assistance.​—Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14.

10. How might some who may appear to be weaker really be “rich in faith”?

10 If we pause to reflect on our brothers’ circumstances, we may see their seeming frailty in a different light. Think of sisters who have been enduring family opposition for years. Some may be of humble appearance and look fragile, yet do they not demonstrate outstanding faith and inner strength? When you see a single mother regularly coming to meetings with her child or children, are you not impressed by her faith and determination? And what of teenagers who stick to the truth despite the bad influences in school? In all modesty, we recognize that such ones, who may seem to be weaker, may be as “rich in faith” as those among us who have more favorable circumstances.​—Jas. 2:5.





^  (Deut. 15:7) “If one of your brothers becomes poor among you in one of your cities of the land that Jehovah your God is giving you, do not harden your heart or be tightfisted toward your poor brother.



^  (Deut. 15:11) For there will always be poor people in the land. That is why I am commanding you, ‘You should generously open up your hand to your afflicted and poor brother in your land.’



^  (Lev. 25:35-38) “‘If your brother who is nearby becomes poor and cannot support himself, you must sustain him as you would a foreign resident and a settler, so that he may keep alive with you. 36 Do not take interest or make a profit* from him. You must be in fear of your God, and your brother will keep alive with you. 37 You must not lend him your money on interest or give out your food for profit. 38 I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Caʹnaan, to prove myself your God.

Or “take usury.”


^  (Job 33:6, 7) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.  7 So no fear of me should terrify you, And no pressure from me should overwhelm you.



^  (Matt. 7:1) “Stop judging that you may not be judged;



^  (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.



^  (Jas. 2:5) Listen, my beloved brothers. Did not God choose those who are poor from the world’s standpoint to be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom, which he promised to those who love him?









^ ***w20 March p. 23 When Is the Right Time to Speak?***


17. What can we learn from Elihu’s example?

17 The fourth man to visit Job was Elihu, a relative of Abraham. He listened as Job and the three other men spoke. He obviously paid close attention to what was said because he was able to give some compassionate but direct counsel that helped Job correct his thinking. (Job 33:1, 6, 17) Elihu’s main concern was to exalt Jehovah, not himself or any other man. (Job 32:21, 22; 37:23, 24) From Elihu’s example we learn that there is a time to keep silent and listen. (Jas. 1:19) We also learn that when we do give counsel, our primary interest should be to bring honor to Jehovah, not to ourselves.

18. How can we show that we value the gift of speech?

18 We can show that we value the gift of speech by following the Bible’s advice about when and how to speak. Wise King Solomon was inspired to write: “Like apples of gold in silver carvings is a word spoken at the right time.” (Prov. 25:11) When we listen carefully to what others say and we think before we speak, our words can be like those apples of gold​—both valuable and beautiful. Then, whether we say a little or a lot, our speech will build others up, and we will make Jehovah proud of us. (Prov. 23:15; Eph. 4:29) What better way could we express our appreciation for this gift from God!





^  (Job 33:1) “But now, Job, please hear my words; Listen to everything I say.



^  (Job 33:6) Look! I am just like you before the true God; From the clay I too was shaped.



^  (Job 33:17) To turn a person away from wrongdoing And to protect a man from pride.



^  (Job 32:21, 22) I will not show partiality to anyone; Nor will I flatter* any human, 22 For I do not know how to flatter; If I did, my Maker would quickly do away with me.

Or “confer an honorary title to.”


^  (Job 37:23, 24) Understanding the Almighty is beyond our reach; He is great in power, And he never violates his justice and abundant righteousness. 24 Therefore, people should fear him. For he does not favor any who think that they are wise.”*

Lit., “who are wise of heart.”


^  (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^  (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”


^  (Prov. 23:15) My son, if your heart becomes wise, Then my own heart will rejoice.



^  (Eph. 4:29) Let a rotten word not come out of your mouth, but only what is good for building up as the need may be, to impart what is beneficial to the hearers.









^ ***w13 1/15 p. 19 Keep Drawing Close to Jehovah***


10. (a) What qualities are beautiful to Jehovah? (b) How can we enjoy the best possible health?

10 Similarly, it is appropriate to be concerned about our appearance. But we need not try too hard to erase all signs of aging. Those signs can be evidence of maturity, dignity, and inner beauty. For example, the Bible says: “Gray-headedness is a crown of beauty when it is found in the way of righteousness.” (Prov. 16:31) That is how Jehovah views us, and we should try to view ourselves as he does. (Read 1 Peter 3:3, 4.) Is it wise, therefore, to risk unnecessary and potentially dangerous surgical procedures or medical treatments merely to make oneself more physically attractive? “The joy of Jehovah” is a source of true beauty that radiates from the inside, regardless of age or health. (Neh. 8:10) Only in the new world will we be completely healthy and regain youthful beauty. (Job 33:25; Isa. 33:24) Until then, showing practical wisdom and faith will help us to stay close to Jehovah while we make the best of our present circumstances.​—1 Tim. 4:8.





^  (Prov. 16:31) Gray hair is a crown of beauty* When it is found in the way of righteousness.

Or “glory.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:3, 4) Do not let your adornment be external—the braiding of hair and the wearing of gold ornaments or fine clothing— 4 but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.



^  (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”


^  (Job 33:25) Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “healthier.”


^  (Isa. 33:24) And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Or “inhabitant.”


^  (1 Tim. 4:8) For physical training is beneficial for a little, but godly devotion is beneficial for all things, as it holds promise of the life now and the life that is to come.









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***lmd lesson 1 points 1-2***




1. Watch the VIDEO, or read John 4:6-9. Then consider the following questions:

	               What did Jesus observe about the woman before starting a conversation?



	               Jesus said: “Give me a drink.” Why was this an effective way to begin the conversation?









What Do We Learn From Jesus?

2. We are more likely to have a good conversation if we start with a topic that interests the other person.







^ (John 4:6-9) In fact, Jacob’s well was there. Now Jesus, tired out as he was from the journey, was sitting at the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 A woman of Sa·marʹi·a came to draw water. Jesus said to her: “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone off into the city to buy food.) 9 So the Sa·marʹi·tan woman said to him: “How is it that you, despite being a Jew, ask me for a drink even though I am a Sa·marʹi·tan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Sa·marʹi·tans.)









^ ***lmd lesson 1 point 3***


3. Be flexible. Do not insist on starting a conversation on a topic you had in mind. Start with something that others are thinking about today. Ask yourself:

	               ‘What is in the news?’



	               ‘What are my neighbors, coworkers, or classmates talking about?’





4. Be observant. Ask yourself:

	               ‘What is the person currently doing? What might he be thinking about?’



	               ‘What do the person’s clothing, appearance, or home tell me about his beliefs or culture?’



	               ‘Is this a good time to talk to the person?’





5. Listen.

	               Don’t talk too much.



	               Encourage the other person to express himself. When appropriate, ask questions.






SEE ALSO


Matt. 7:12; 1 Cor. 9:20-23; Phil. 2:4; Jas. 1:19









^ (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^ (1 Cor. 9:20-23) To the Jews I became as a Jew in order to gain Jews; to those under law I became as under law, though I myself am not under law, in order to gain those under law. 21 To those without law I became as without law, although I am not without law toward God but under law toward Christ, in order to gain those without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.



^ (Phil. 2:4) as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,









^ ***sjj song 116 The Power of Kindness***


SONG 116

The Power of Kindness


(Ephesians 4:32)


	1. We praise you, Jehovah, deep from our hearts,

For in your Word we find

Your power supreme, your wisdom so great,

And yet you are loving and kind.



	2. Your Son still invites those bruised by the world

To leave their cares behind.

How kindly his yoke, how tender his heart,

He’s always refreshing and kind.



	3. We see in our God and Jesus our Lord,

The persons we should be.

The power of kindness we can possess.

With kindness, how strong we can be!







(See also Mic. 6:8; Matt. 11:28-30; Col. 3:12; 1 Pet. 2:3.)





^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling* and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves. 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “struggling hard.” Or possibly, “weary; tired.”
Or “become my disciples (learners).”
Or “easy to bear; pleasant.”


^ (Col. 3:12) Accordingly, as God’s chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe yourselves with the tender affections of compassion, kindness, humility, mildness, and patience.



^ (1 Pet. 2:3) provided you have tasted* that the Lord is kind.

Or “experienced.”








^ ***bt p. 30 “Uneducated and Ordinary Men”***

PETER​—FROM FISHERMAN TO DYNAMIC APOSTLE


Peter is identified by five names in the Scriptures. He is known as Symeon in Hebrew and its Greek equivalent, Simon, and as Peter and its Semitic equivalent, Cephas. The apostle is also identified as Simon Peter, a combination of two names.​—Matt. 10:2; John 1:42; Acts 15:14.

Peter was married and shared his home with his mother-in-law and brother. (Mark 1:29-31) He was a fisherman from Bethsaida, a town on the north side of the Sea of Galilee. (John 1:44) He later lived nearby in Capernaum. (Luke 4:31, 38) It was in Peter’s boat that Jesus sat when addressing a multitude that gathered on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. Immediately afterward, at Jesus’ direction, Peter hauled in a miraculous catch of fish. Peter fell to his knees in fear, but Jesus said to him: “Stop being afraid. From now on you will be catching men alive.” (Luke 5:1-11) Peter fished with his brother Andrew, as well as with James and John. All four abandoned their fishing business when they accepted Jesus’ invitation to become his followers. (Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-18) About a year later, Peter was among the 12 whom Jesus chose to be his “apostles,” meaning “sent ones.”​—Mark 3:13-16.

Jesus selected Peter, James, and John to accompany him on special occasions. They witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration, saw him resurrect Jairus’ daughter, and shared his grief in the garden of Gethsemane. (Matt. 17:1, 2; 26:36-46; Mark 5:22-24, 35-42; Luke 22:39-46) The same three, along with Andrew, questioned Jesus regarding the sign of his presence.​—Mark 13:1-4.

Peter was forthright, dynamic, and sometimes impulsive. It seems that he often spoke up before his fellows did. The Gospels record his words more often than those of the other 11 apostles put together. Peter raised questions while the others remained silent. (Matt. 15:15; 18:21; 19:27-29; Luke 12:41; John 13:36-38) He was the one who objected to Jesus’ washing his feet and then, on being reproved, asked Jesus to wash also his hands and head!​—John 13:5-10.

Strong feelings moved Peter to try to persuade Jesus that He would not have to suffer and be killed. Jesus firmly corrected him for that lapse in judgment. (Matt. 16:21-23) During Jesus’ final night on earth, Peter declared that even though all the other apostles might abandon Jesus, he never would. When Jesus’ enemies arrested him, courage moved Peter to defend Jesus with the sword and later to follow him right into the courtyard of the high priest. Yet, not long afterward, Peter denied his Master three times and then wept bitterly when he realized what he had done.​—Matt. 26:31-35, 51, 52, 69-75.

Shortly before Jesus’ first post-resurrection appearance to his apostles in Galilee, Peter announced that he was going fishing, and other apostles joined him. On recognizing Jesus on the beach, Peter impulsively plunged into the water and swam ashore. At the breakfast of fish that Jesus cooked for his apostles, Jesus asked Peter if he loved him more than “these”​—that is, the fish that were before them. Jesus was urging Peter to choose to follow him full-time rather than pursue a career, such as the fishing business.​—John 21:1-22.

In about 62-64 C.E., Peter preached the good news in Babylon, in modern-day Iraq, where there was a large Jewish population. (1 Pet. 5:13) In Babylon, Peter composed the first and possibly the second of the two inspired letters bearing his name. Jesus “empowered Peter,” entrusting him with “an apostleship to those who are circumcised.” (Gal. 2:8, 9) With compassion and vigor, Peter fulfilled his commission.







^ (Matt. 10:2) The names of the 12 apostles are these: First, Simon, the one called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebʹe·dee and John his brother;



^ (John 1:42) and he led him to Jesus. When Jesus looked at him, he said: “You are Simon, the son of John; you will be called Ceʹphas” (which is translated “Peter”).



^ (Acts 15:14) Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name.



^ (Mark 1:29-31) At that they left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon and Andrew with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was lying down sick with a fever, and they at once told him about her. 31 Going to her, he took her by the hand and raised her up. The fever left her, and she began ministering to them.



^ (John 1:44) Now Philip was from Beth·saʹi·da, from the city of Andrew and Peter.



^ (Luke 4:31) He then went down to Ca·perʹna·um, a city of Galʹi·lee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath,



^ (Luke 4:38) After leaving the synagogue, he entered into Simon’s home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering with a high fever, and they asked him to help her.



^ (Luke 5:1-11) On one occasion when the crowd was pressing in on him and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gen·nesʹa·ret. 2 And he saw two boats docked at the lakeside, but the fishermen had got out of them and were washing off their nets. 3 Going aboard one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to pull away a bit from land. Then he sat down, and he began teaching the crowds from the boat. 4 When he stopped speaking, he said to Simon: “Pull out to where it is deep, and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 But in reply Simon said: “Instructor, we toiled all night and caught nothing, but at your word I will lower the nets.” 6 Well, when they did this, they caught a great number of fish. In fact, their nets began ripping apart. 7 So they motioned to their partners in the other boat to come and assist them, and they came and filled both boats, so that these began to sink. 8 Seeing this, Simon Peter fell down at the knees of Jesus, saying: “Depart from me, Lord,* because I am a sinful man.” 9 For both he and those with him were overwhelmed with astonishment at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and the same was true of both James and John, Zebʹe·dee’s sons, who were partners with Simon. But Jesus said to Simon: “Stop being afraid. From now on you will be catching men* alive.” 11 So they brought the boats back to land and abandoned everything and followed him.

Or “Master.”
Or “people.”


^ (Matt. 4:18-22) Walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 20 At once they abandoned their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two others who were brothers, James the son of Zebʹe·dee and his brother John. They were in the boat with Zebʹe·dee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 At once they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 1:16-18) While walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw Simon and Simon’s brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 So Jesus said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 18 And at once they abandoned their nets and followed him.

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 3:13-16) He ascended a mountain and summoned those whom he wanted, and they came to him. 14 And he formed* a group of 12, whom he also named apostles, those who were to accompany him and whom he would send out to preach 15 and to have authority to expel demons. 16 And the group of 12 that he formed* were Simon, to whom he also gave the name Peter,

Or “appointed.”
Or “appointed.”


^ (Matt. 17:1, 2) Six days later Jesus took Peter and James and his brother John along and led them up into a lofty mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them; his face shone as the sun, and his outer garments became brilliant* as the light.

Or “white.”


^ (Matt. 26:36-46) Then Jesus came with them to the spot called Geth·semʹa·ne, and he said to the disciples: “Sit down here while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebʹe·dee, he began to feel grieved and to be greatly troubled. 38 Then he said to them: “I am deeply grieved, even to death. Stay here and keep on the watch with me.” 39 And going a little way forward, he fell facedown, praying: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass away from me. Yet, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 He returned to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter: “Could you not so much as keep on the watch for one hour with me? 41 Keep on the watch and pray continually, so that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit, of course, is eager,* but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, a second time, he went off and prayed: “My Father, if it is not possible for this to pass away unless I drink it, let your will take place.” 43 And he came again and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them, he again went off and prayed for a third time, saying once more the same thing. 45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them: “At such a time as this, you are sleeping and resting! Look! The hour has drawn near for the Son of man to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us go. Look! My betrayer has drawn near.”

Or “willing.”


^ (Mark 5:22-24) One of the presiding officers of the synagogue, named Jaʹi·rus, now came, and on catching sight of him, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded with him many times, saying: “My little daughter is extremely ill. Please come and put your hands on her so that she may get well and live.” 24 At that Jesus went with him, and a large crowd was following him and pressing against him.



^ (Mark 5:35-42) While he was yet speaking, some men from the home of the presiding officer of the synagogue came and said: “Your daughter died! Why bother the Teacher any longer?” 36 But Jesus overheard their words and said to the presiding officer of the synagogue: “Have no fear,* only exercise faith.” 37 Now he did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James, and John the brother of James. 38 So they came to the house of the presiding officer of the synagogue, and he saw the commotion and those weeping and wailing loudly. 39 After stepping in, he said to them: “Why are you weeping and causing this commotion? The child has not died but is sleeping.” 40 At this they began to laugh at him scornfully. But after sending them all outside, he took the child’s father and mother and those with him, and he went in where the child was. 41 Then, taking the hand of the child, he said to her: “Talʹi·tha cuʹmi,” which, when translated, means: “Little girl, I say to you, get up!” 42 And immediately the girl rose and began walking. (She was 12 years old.) And at once they were beside themselves with great ecstasy.

Or “Stop being afraid.”


^ (Luke 22:39-46) On leaving, he went as was his custom to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. 40 On arriving at the place, he said to them: “Carry on prayer so that you do not enter into temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw away, and he bent his knees and began to pray, 42 saying: “Father, if you want to, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but yours take place.” 43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 But he was in such agony that he kept praying more earnestly; and his sweat became as drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 When he rose from prayer and went to the disciples, he found them slumbering, exhausted from grief. 46 He said to them: “Why are you sleeping? Get up and keep praying, so that you do not enter into temptation.”



^ (Mark 13:1-4) As he was going out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him: “Teacher, see! what wonderful stones and buildings!” 2 However, Jesus said to him: “Do you see these great buildings? By no means will a stone be left here upon a stone and not be thrown down.” 3 As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives with the temple in view, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately: 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are to come to a conclusion?”



^ (Matt. 15:15) Peter responded: “Make the illustration plain to us.”



^ (Matt. 18:21) Then Peter came and said to him: “Lord, how many times is my brother to sin against me and am I to forgive him? Up to seven times?”



^ (Matt. 19:27-29) Then Peter said in reply: “Look! We have left all things and followed you; what, then, will there be for us?” 28 Jesus said to them: “Truly I say to you, in the re-creation, when the Son of man sits down on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit everlasting life.



^ (Luke 12:41) Then Peter said: “Lord, are you telling this illustration just to us or also to everyone?”



^ (John 13:36-38) Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered: “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.” 37 Peter said to him: “Lord, why is it I cannot follow you now? I will surrender my life in your behalf.” 38 Jesus answered: “Will you surrender your life in my behalf? Most truly I say to you, a rooster will by no means crow until you have disowned me three times.”



^ (John 13:5-10) After that he put water into a basin and started to wash the feet of the disciples and to dry them off with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 Then he came to Simon Peter. He said to him: “Lord, are you washing my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him: “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will understand after these things.” 8 Peter said to him: “You will certainly never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him: “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, wash not only my feet but also my hands and my head.” 10 Jesus said to him: “Whoever has bathed does not need to have more than his feet washed, but is completely clean. And you men are clean, but not all of you.”



^ (Matt. 16:21-23) From that time forward, Jesus began explaining to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and on the third day be raised up. 22 At this Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying: “Be kind to yourself, Lord; you will not have this happen to you at all.” 23 But turning his back,* he said to Peter: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me, because you think, not God’s thoughts, but those of men.”*

Or “turning around.”
Or “you have, not God’s mind, but that of humans.”


^ (Matt. 26:31-35) Then Jesus said to them: “All of you will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered about.’ 32 But after I have been raised up, I will go ahead of you into Galʹi·lee.” 33 But Peter, in response, said to him: “Although all the others are stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled!” 34 Jesus said to him: “Truly I say to you, on this night, before a rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 35 Peter said to him: “Even if I should have to die with you, I will by no means disown you.” All the other disciples also said the same thing.



^ (Matt. 26:51, 52) But look! one of those with Jesus reached out his hand and drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, taking off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.



^ (Matt. 26:69-75) Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant girl came up to him and said: “You too were with Jesus the Gal·i·leʹan!” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying: “I do not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the gatehouse, another girl noticed him and said to those there: “This man was with Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ.” 72 Again he denied it, with an oath: “I do not know the man!” 73 After a little while, those standing around came up and said to Peter: “Certainly you are also one of them, for in fact, your dialect gives you away.” 74 Then he started to curse and swear: “I do not know the man!” And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter called to mind what Jesus had said, namely: “Before a rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.



^ (John 21:1-22) After this Jesus manifested himself* again to the disciples, at the Sea of Ti·beʹri·as. He made the manifestation in this way. 2 There were together Simon Peter, Thomas (who was called the Twin), Na·thanʹa·el from Caʹna of Galʹi·lee, the sons of Zebʹe·dee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them: “I am going fishing.” They said to him: “We are coming with you.” They went out and got aboard the boat, but during that night they caught nothing. 4 However, just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jesus said to them: “Children, you do not have anything to eat, do you?” They answered: “No!” 6 He said to them: “Cast the net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So they cast it, but they were not able to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter: “It is the Lord!” Now Simon Peter, on hearing that it was the Lord, put on* his outer garment, for he was naked, and plunged into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the small boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not a long way from land, only about 300 feet away. 9 When they came ashore, they saw there a charcoal fire with fish lying on it and bread. 10 Jesus said to them: “Bring some of the fish you just now caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went on board and hauled the net ashore full of big fish, 153 of them. And though there were so many, the net did not burst. 12 Jesus said to them: “Come, have your breakfast.” Not one of the disciples had the courage to ask him: “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after being raised up from the dead. 15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” 17 He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep. 18 Most truly I say to you, when you were younger, you used to clothe yourself and walk about where you wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and another man will clothe you and carry you where you do not wish.” 19 He said this to indicate by what sort of death he would glorify God. After he said this, he said to him: “Continue following me.” 20 Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one betraying you?” 21 So when he caught sight of him, Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him: “If it is my will for him to remain until I come, of what concern is that to you? You continue following me.”

Or “appeared.”
Or “wrapped around himself; girded about himself.”


^ (1 Pet. 5:13) She who is in Babylon, a chosen one like you, sends you her greetings, and so does Mark, my son.



^ (Gal. 2:8, 9) for the one who empowered Peter for an apostleship to those who are circumcised also empowered me for those who are of the nations— 9 and when they recognized the undeserved kindness that was given me, James and Ceʹphas and John, the ones who seemed to be pillars, gave Barʹna·bas and me the right hand of fellowship, so that we should go to the nations but they to those who are circumcised.









^ ***sjj song 54 “This Is the Way”***


SONG 54

“This Is the Way”


(Isaiah 30:20, 21)


	1. There is a way of peace,

The way you’ve come to know.

It is the way you learned,

The way of long ago,

The way that Jesus taught you

When his voice you heard.

This is the way of peace,

Found in Jehovah’s Word.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’





	2. There is a way of love,

No need to look around.

God’s voice has shown the way

He lets himself be found.

His love is full and good;

His love is warm and true.

This is the way of love;

It touches all we do.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’





	3. There is a way of life,

No need to look behind.

Our God has promised us:

No better way we’ll find,

No higher way to peace,

No finer way to love.

This is the way to life,

Thanks to our God above.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’









(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)





^ (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.



^ (Ps. 139:24) See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.



^ (Prov. 6:23) For the commandment is a lamp, And the law is a light, And the reproofs of discipline are the way to life.















^ ***sjj song 30 My Father, My God and Friend***


SONG 30

My Father, My God and Friend


(Hebrews 6:10)


	1. Life in this world can be hard.

Life in this world can bring tears and pain.

Still ev’ry day I will say,

“My life is not in vain.”

(CHORUS)

For God is not unrighteous,

And he remembers the love I’ve shown.

So he is ever near me;

With Jehovah, I’m not alone.

Yes, God is my provider

and my protector down to the end.

Yes, Jehovah is my Father,

My God and Friend.





	2. Gone are the days of my youth;

Days of calamity now are here.

Still through the eyes of my faith,

My hope is bright and clear.

(CHORUS)

For God is not unrighteous,

And he remembers the love I’ve shown.

So he is ever near me;

With Jehovah, I’m not alone.

Yes, God is my provider

and my protector down to the end.

Yes, Jehovah is my Father,

My God and Friend.









(See also Ps. 71:17, 18.)





^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (Ps. 71:17, 18) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”








^ ***wp19 No. 1 p. 8 What Is God Like?***


God always does what is right. In fact, “it is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, for the Almighty to do wrong!” (Job 34:10) His judgments are upright, as the psalmist said when addressing Jehovah: “You will judge the peoples fairly.” (Psalm 67:4) Because “Jehovah sees into the heart,” he cannot be fooled by hypocrisy but is always able to perceive the truth and make accurate judgments. (1 Samuel 16:7) Furthermore, God is aware of every act of injustice and corruption on earth, and he has promised that soon “the wicked . . . will be cut off from the earth.”​—Proverbs 2:22.





^ (Job 34:10) So listen to me, you men of understanding:* It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, For the Almighty to do wrong!

Lit., “heart.”


^ (Ps. 67:4) Let nations rejoice and shout joyfully, For you will judge the peoples fairly. You will guide the nations of the earth. (Selah)



^ (1 Sam. 16:7) But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^ (Prov. 2:22) As for the wicked, they will be cut off from the earth, And the treacherous will be torn away from it.









^ ***w17 April pp. 10-11 What Will Go When God’s Kingdom Comes?***


 5. (a) What opportunity is still open to wicked individuals? (b) What will be the final outcome for wicked people who refuse to change?

5 What will Jehovah do? Right now Jehovah is giving wicked people an opportunity to change. (Isa. 55:7) As individuals, they have not yet received their final judgment. It is this system that stands condemned. But what of those individuals who refuse to change, who continue to support this system right up to the time of the great tribulation? Jehovah has promised to rid the earth of wicked people for all time. (Read Psalm 37:10.) The wicked may think that they are safe from such judgment. Many have learned to hide what they do, and in this world they often seem to escape justice and consequences. (Job 21:7, 9) Yet, the Bible reminds us: “God’s eyes are upon the ways of a man, and He sees all his steps. There is no darkness or deep shadow where wrongdoers can conceal themselves.” (Job 34:21, 22) There is no hiding from Jehovah God. No impostor can fool him; no shadow is so dark or deep that God’s limitless vision cannot pierce right to the heart of matters. After Armageddon, then, we may look where the wicked used to be, but we will not see them. They will be gone​—forever!​—Ps. 37:12-15.





^  (Isa. 55:7) Let the wicked man leave his way And the evil man his thoughts; Let him return to Jehovah, who will have mercy on him, To our God, for he will forgive in a large way.*

Or “will freely forgive.”


^  (Ps. 37:10) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there.



^  (Job 21:7) Why do the wicked live on, Grow old, and become wealthy?*

Or “powerful.”


^  (Job 21:9) Their houses are secure, they are free from fear, And God does not punish them with his rod.



^  (Job 34:21, 22) For God’s eyes are upon the ways of a man, And He sees all his steps. 22 There is no darkness or deep shadow Where wrongdoers can conceal themselves.



^  (Ps. 37:12-15) The wicked man plots against the righteous; He grinds his teeth at him. 13 But Jehovah will laugh at him, For He knows that his day will come. 14 The wicked draw their swords and bend* their bows To bring down the oppressed and the poor, To slaughter those whose way is upright. 15 But their sword will pierce their own heart; Their bows will be broken.

Or “string.”








^ ***w21 May p. 7 Will You Stumble Because of Jesus?***


19. What expectations have stumbled many today?

19 Do we see the same problem today? Yes. Many today are stumbled because of our neutral stand with regard to politics. They expect us to vote in elections. However, we realize that from Jehovah’s standpoint, if we choose a human leader to rule over us, we are rejecting Him. (1 Sam. 8:4-7) People may also feel that we should build schools and hospitals as well as perform other charitable works. They are stumbled because we focus our efforts on the preaching work, not on solving the world’s immediate problems.

20. As highlighted by Jesus’ words found at Matthew 7:21-23, what should be our main focus?

20 How can we avoid being stumbled? (Read Matthew 7:21-23.) Our main focus should be on doing the work that Jesus commanded us to do. (Matt. 28:19, 20) Never should we become distracted by the political and social issues of this world. We love people and care about their problems, but we know that the best way to assist our neighbors is by teaching them about God’s Kingdom and by helping them to develop a friendship with Jehovah.





^  (1 Sam. 8:4-7) In time all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Raʹmah. 5 They said to him: “Look! You have grown old, but your sons are not walking in your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the other nations.” 6 But it displeased* Samuel when they said: “Give us a king to judge us.” Then Samuel prayed to Jehovah, 7 and Jehovah said to Samuel: “Listen to everything the people say to you; for it is not you whom they have rejected, but it is I whom they have rejected as their king.

Lit., “was bad in the eyes of.”


^ (Matt. 7:21-23) “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. 22 Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works* in your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew* you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’

Or “many miracles.”
Or “recognized.”


^  (Matt. 7:21-23) “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. 22 Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works* in your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew* you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’

Or “many miracles.”
Or “recognized.”


^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”









^ ***w17 April p. 29 May Your Volunteer Spirit Bring Praise to Jehovah!***


“WHAT DO YOU GIVE HIM?”

 3. What did Elihu say about our efforts to serve Jehovah, and what did he mean?

3 Elihu was not corrected by Jehovah for asking: “If you are righteous, what do you give him [God]; what does he receive from you?” (Job 35:7) Was Elihu suggesting that our efforts in God’s service are pointless? No. He was saying that Jehovah does not depend on our worship. Jehovah is complete. We cannot make him richer or stronger. On the contrary, any goodness, talent, or strength that we possess is a trust from God, and he takes note of how we use it.





^  (Job 35:7) If you are righteous, what do you give him; What does he receive from you?









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***lmd lesson 10 point 3***


Imitate Jesus

3. Study at a time and place convenient for your Bible student. He may prefer a specific day of the week or time of day. Would he be more comfortable studying at his workplace, in his home, or in a public place? To the extent possible, adjust your schedule to accommodate his needs.








^ ***lmd lesson 1 point 4-point 4c***


4. Be observant. Ask yourself:

	               ‘What is the person currently doing? What might he be thinking about?’



	               ‘What do the person’s clothing, appearance, or home tell me about his beliefs or culture?’



	               ‘Is this a good time to talk to the person?’












^ ***lff lesson 13 point 5***



	  Does the Bible say that there are many religions that please God?






5. False religion does not reflect God’s love


Religions have misrepresented God in many ways. One notorious way has been their involvement in war. To see one example, play the VIDEO. Then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: The Churches’ Role in World War II (2:22)








	  What position did many churches take during World War II?



	  How do you feel about the position they took?





Read John 13:34, 35 and 17:16. Then discuss these questions:

	  How must Jehovah feel when religions get involved in war?



	  False religion is responsible for many bad things. In what ways have you seen religions fail to reflect God’s love?

















^ (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ (John 17:16) They are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.









^ ***lmd lesson 11 point 3***


Imitate Jesus

3. Do not talk too much. Rather than relating all that you know about a subject, focus on the material in the study publication. After you ask a question, wait patiently for your student to answer. If he does not know the answer or expresses a viewpoint that conflicts with Bible teachings, use additional questions to help him reason on the matter. Once your student understands the main point, move on.








^ ***sjj song 58 Searching for Friends of Peace***


SONG 58

Searching for Friends of Peace


(Luke 10:6)


	1. Jesus commanded: ‘Let the truth be heard.’

In summer heat, on dusty roads,

He let all hear Jehovah’s word.

He loved God’s sheep and called to ev’ryone.

He searched the land from the sunrise

‘til the day was done.

From door to door and in the street,

We share with ev’ryone we meet

The news that soon man’s troubles all will be gone.

(CHORUS)

Searching the world

For friends of peace in ev’ry nation,

Searching to find

A heart inclined toward salvation,

Wanting to leave

No stone unturned.





	2. Time waits for no one, so the search goes on.

A million hearts, a million lives,

We give our all to save just one.

Love is the force that makes us call again.

A wounded heart can be healed,

and broken lives can mend.

We search the towns and city squares,

And when we find someone who cares,

The joy we feel inspires us to go on.

(CHORUS)

Searching the world

For friends of peace in ev’ry nation,

Searching to find

A heart inclined toward salvation,

Wanting to leave

No stone unturned.









(See also Isa. 52:7; Matt. 28:19, 20; Luke 8:1; Rom. 10:10.)





^ (Luke 10:6) And if a friend of peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if there is not, it will return to you.



^ (Isa. 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”



^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Luke 8:1) Shortly afterward he traveled from city to city and from village to village, preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the Twelve were with him,



^ (Rom. 10:10) For with the heart one exercises faith for righteousness, but with the mouth one makes public declaration for salvation.









^ ***bt p. 33 “Uneducated and Ordinary Men”***

JOHN​—THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED


The apostle John was a son of Zebedee and the brother of the apostle James. It seems that his mother’s name was Salome, who was possibly the sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus. (Matt. 10:2; 27:55, 56; Mark 15:40; Luke 5:9, 10) So John may have been a relative of Jesus. John’s family appears to have been materially prosperous. Zebedee’s fishing business was large enough to have hired men. (Mark 1:20) Salome accompanied Jesus, ministered to him when he was in Galilee, and later brought spices to prepare Jesus’ body for burial. (Mark 16:1; John 19:40) John probably had a house of his own.​—John 19:26, 27.

John was likely the disciple of John the Baptizer who was standing with Andrew when John the Baptizer looked at Jesus and said: “See, the Lamb of God!” (John 1:35, 36, 40) Following this introduction, John the son of Zebedee evidently accompanied Jesus to Cana and was an eyewitness to Jesus’ first miracle. (John 2:1-11) The vividness and detail with which John describes Jesus’ subsequent activity in Jerusalem, Samaria, and Galilee suggest that the Gospel writer may also have witnessed these events. The readiness with which John​—like James, Peter, and Andrew—​abandoned his fishing nets, boat, and livelihood when called by Jesus to be his follower testifies to John’s faith.​—Matt. 4:18-22.

John does not appear as prominently as Peter does in the Gospel accounts. However, John too had a vigorous personality, as evidenced by the surname that Jesus gave to him and his brother James​—Boanerges, meaning “Sons of Thunder.” (Mark 3:17) Initially, John was ambitious for prominence, so much so that he and his brother got their mother to ask Jesus to give her sons privileged positions in his Kingdom. While this desire was selfish, it was also evidence of their faith in the reality of the Kingdom. The brothers’ ambition gave Jesus occasion to admonish all his apostles regarding the need for humility.​—Matt. 20:20-28.

John manifested his strong character when he tried to prevent a certain man who was not a follower of Jesus from expelling demons in his name. On another occasion, John was ready to call down fire from heaven to destroy the inhabitants of a Samaritan village who were unresponsive when Jesus sent messengers to make some preparations for him. For these reactions, Jesus rebuked John. Evidently, as time went by, John developed the balance and mercy that he once seemed to lack. (Luke 9:49-56) Despite his shortcomings, however, John was “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Thus, when Jesus was about to die, he entrusted his own mother, Mary, to John’s care.​—John 19:26, 27; 21:7, 20, 24.

John outlived the other apostles, just as Jesus had prophesied that he would. (John 21:20-22) John served Jehovah faithfully for some 70 years. Toward the end of his life, during the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian, John was exiled to the island of Patmos “for speaking about God and bearing witness concerning Jesus.” There, in about 96 C.E., John received the visions that he recorded in the book of Revelation. (Rev. 1:1, 2, 9) Tradition has it that after his release, John went to Ephesus, where he penned the Gospel that bears his name and the letters known as 1, 2, and 3 John, and that he died in Ephesus in about 100 C.E.







^ (Matt. 10:2) The names of the 12 apostles are these: First, Simon, the one called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebʹe·dee and John his brother;



^ (Matt. 27:55, 56) And many women were there watching from a distance, who had accompanied Jesus from Galʹi·lee to minister to him; 56 among them were Mary Magʹda·lene and Mary the mother of James and Joʹses and the mother of the sons of Zebʹe·dee.



^ (Mark 15:40) There were also women watching from a distance, among them Mary Magʹda·lene as well as Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joʹses, and Sa·loʹme,



^ (Luke 5:9, 10) For both he and those with him were overwhelmed with astonishment at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and the same was true of both James and John, Zebʹe·dee’s sons, who were partners with Simon. But Jesus said to Simon: “Stop being afraid. From now on you will be catching men* alive.”

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 1:20) and without delay he called them. So they left their father Zebʹe·dee in the boat with the hired men and went off after him.



^ (Mark 16:1) So when the Sabbath was over, Mary Magʹda·lene, Mary the mother of James, and Sa·loʹme bought spices in order to come and apply them to his body.



^ (John 19:40) So they took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the spices, according to the burial custom of the Jews.



^ (John 19:26, 27) So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother: “Woman, see! Your son!” 27 Next he said to the disciple: “See! Your mother!” And from that hour on, the disciple took her into his own home.



^ (John 1:35, 36) Again the next day, John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he looked at Jesus walking, he said: “See, the Lamb of God!”



^ (John 1:40) Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard what John said and followed Jesus.



^ (John 2:1-11) And on the third day a marriage feast took place in Caʹna of Galʹi·lee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the marriage feast. 3 When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him: “They have no wine.” 4 But Jesus said to her: “Woman, why is that of concern to me and to you? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to those serving: “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now there were six stone water jars sitting there as required by the purification rules of the Jews, each able to hold two or three liquid measures. 7 Jesus said to them: “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he said to them: “Now draw some out and take it to the director of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the director of the feast tasted the water that had now been turned into wine, not knowing where it came from (although the servants who had drawn out the water knew), the director of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him: “Everyone else puts out the fine wine first, and when people are intoxicated, the inferior. You have saved the fine wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this in Caʹna of Galʹi·lee as the beginning of his signs, and he made his glory manifest, and his disciples put their faith in him.



^ (Matt. 4:18-22) Walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 20 At once they abandoned their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two others who were brothers, James the son of Zebʹe·dee and his brother John. They were in the boat with Zebʹe·dee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 At once they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 3:17) James the son of Zebʹe·dee and John the brother of James (he also gave these the name Bo·a·nerʹges, which means “Sons of Thunder”),



^ (Matt. 20:20-28) Then the mother of the sons of Zebʹe·dee approached him with her sons, doing obeisance and asking for something from him. 21 He said to her: “What do you want?” She replied to him: “Give the word that these two sons of mine may sit down, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your Kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered: “You do not know what you are asking for. Can you drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to him: “We can.” 23 He said to them: “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit down at my right hand and at my left is not mine to give, but it belongs to those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten others heard about it, they became indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said: “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them and the great men wield authority over them. 26 This must not be the way among you; but whoever wants to become great among you must be your minister, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. 28 Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”



^ (Luke 9:49-56) In response John said: “Instructor, we saw someone expelling demons by using your name, and we tried to prevent him, because he is not following with us.”* 50 But Jesus said to him: “Do not try to prevent him, for whoever is not against you is for you.” 51 As the days were drawing near* for him to be taken up, he resolutely set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 So he sent messengers ahead of him. And they went and entered a village of Sa·marʹi·tans to make preparations for him. 53 But they did not receive him, because he was determined to go to Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they said: “Lord,* do you want us to call fire down from heaven and annihilate them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 So they went to a different village.

Or “he is not a follower along with us.”
Lit., “were coming to the full; were being fulfilled.”
Or “Master.”


^ (John 19:26, 27) So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother: “Woman, see! Your son!” 27 Next he said to the disciple: “See! Your mother!” And from that hour on, the disciple took her into his own home.



^ (John 21:7) Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter: “It is the Lord!” Now Simon Peter, on hearing that it was the Lord, put on* his outer garment, for he was naked, and plunged into the sea.

Or “wrapped around himself; girded about himself.”


^ (John 21:20) Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one betraying you?”



^ (John 21:24) This is the disciple who gives this witness about these things and who wrote these things, and we know that his witness is true.



^ (John 21:20-22) Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one betraying you?” 21 So when he caught sight of him, Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him: “If it is my will for him to remain until I come, of what concern is that to you? You continue following me.”



^ (Rev. 1:1, 2) A revelation* by Jesus Christ, which God gave him, to show his slaves the things that must shortly take place. And he sent his angel and presented it in signs through him to his slave John, 2 who bore witness to the word God gave and to the witness Jesus Christ gave, yes, to all the things he saw.

Or “A disclosure; An uncovering.”


^ (Rev. 1:9) I John, your brother and a sharer with you in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance in association with Jesus, was on the island called Patʹmos for speaking about God and bearing witness concerning Jesus.









^ ***sjj song 138 Beauty in Gray-Headedness***


SONG 138

Beauty in Gray-Headedness


(Proverbs 16:31)


	1. Here with us are aged ones,

Those whose youth has passed.

Here among us they endure;

Still they’re holding fast.

Loss of strength besets them all;

Loss of mates for some.

Father, please confirm their faith

In the life to come.

(CHORUS)

Father, you remember

How in faith they’ve run.

Give them your assurance;

May they hear, “Well done!”





	2. Splendid is gray-headedness

Found in ways of right.

Beautiful are faithful ones

In Jehovah’s sight.

May we always recognize

They were once young too.

Loyally they gave their best

When their strength was new.

(CHORUS)

Father, you remember

How in faith they’ve run.

Give them your assurance;

May they hear, “Well done!”









(See also Ps. 71:9, 18; Prov. 20:29; Matt. 25:21, 23; Luke 22:28; 1 Tim. 5:1.)





^ (Prov. 16:31) Gray hair is a crown of beauty* When it is found in the way of righteousness.

Or “glory.”


^ (Ps. 71:9) Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails.



^ (Ps. 71:18) Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”


^ (Prov. 20:29) The glory of young men is their strength, And the splendor of old men is their gray hair.



^ (Matt. 25:21) His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’*

Or “Rejoice with your master; Come and share your master’s happiness.”


^ (Matt. 25:23) His master said to him: ‘Well done, good and faithful slave! You were faithful over a few things. I will appoint you over many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’



^ (Luke 22:28) “However, you are the ones who have stuck with me in my trials;



^ (1 Tim. 5:1) Do not severely criticize an older man. On the contrary, appeal to him as a father, to younger men as brothers,















^ ***sjj song 147 Life Everlasting Is Promised***


SONG 147

Life Everlasting Is Promised


(Psalm 37:29)


	1. Life everlasting is promised.

Our earthly home will endure.

‘Meek ones will thrive,’ said the psalmist.

This grand future is sure.

(CHORUS)

We can live forever.

It’s worth all endeavor.

God’s promise is faithful.

His Word will come true.





	2. Paradise brought to perfection;

All of God’s children set free.

Under Jehovah’s direction,

Peace on earth we will see.

(CHORUS)

We can live forever.

It’s worth all endeavor.

God’s promise is faithful.

His Word will come true.





	3. Soon in the grand resurrection,

Sorrow will all disappear.

Showering tender affection,

God will dry ev’ry tear.

(CHORUS)

We can live forever.

It’s worth all endeavor.

God’s promise is faithful.

His Word will come true.









(See also Isa. 25:8; Luke 23:43; John 11:25; Rev. 21:4.)





^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^ (Luke 23:43) And he said to him: “Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in Paradise.”



^ (John 11:25) Jesus said to her: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life;



^ (Rev. 21:4) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”









^ ***w15 10/1 p. 13 Can We Really Find God?***


GOD’S ETERNAL EXISTENCE: The Bible teaches that God exists “from everlasting to everlasting.” (Psalm 90:2) In other words, God had no beginning and will have no end. From a human point of view, “the number of his years is beyond comprehension.”​—Job 36:26.

How you benefit: God promises you everlasting life if you truly come to know him. (John 17:3) How reliable would such a promise be if God himself did not live forever? Only “the King of eternity” could fulfill such a promise.​—1 Timothy 1:17.





^ (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^ (Job 36:26) Yes, God is greater than we can know; The number of his years is beyond comprehension.*

Or “is unsearchable.”


^ (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^ (1 Tim. 1:17) Now to the King of eternity, incorruptible, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.









^ ***w20 May p. 22 Do You Appreciate God-Given Gifts?***


 6. What is the water cycle, and what does it prove? (See also the box “Jehovah’s Gift of the Water Cycle.”)

6 Water in liquid form exists on earth because our planet is located at the perfect distance from the sun. If it were just a little closer, all the water would boil off, leaving a hot, lifeless rock. If the earth were just a little farther from the sun, all the water would freeze, turning the earth into a giant ball of ice. Because Jehovah placed the earth at this ideal location, the earth’s water cycle can sustain life. The sun heats water in the oceans and on the earth’s surface and evaporates the water to form clouds. Each year, the sun evaporates nearly 120,000 cubic miles (500,000 cu km) of water. This water stays in the atmosphere for about ten days before falling as rain or snow. The water eventually makes its way back to the oceans or other bodies of water, and the cycle is repeated. This efficient, sustainable cycle proves that Jehovah is both wise and powerful.​—Job 36:27, 28; Eccl. 1:7.

Jehovah’s Gift of the Water Cycle


	FRUITS, VEGETABLES, AND FLOWERS

Rain makes plants grow, giving us food to eat. Most plants also produce flowers for our enjoyment



	BEAUTY AND ENJOYMENT

Rivers, lakes, and waterfalls beautify the earth and bring us enjoyment



	OTHER BENEFITS

The water cycle has other benefits. For instance, the evaporation of seawater produces salt



	DAILY USE

We drink water and use it to make other drinks, such as lemonade, coffee, and tea. We also use water for cooking, cleaning, and bathing













^  (Job 36:27, 28) He draws up the drops of water; They condense into rain from his mist; 28 Then the clouds pour it down; They shower down upon mankind.



^  (Eccl. 1:7) All the streams* flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place from which the streams flow, there they return so as to flow again.

Or “winter streams; seasonal streams.”








^ ***w22 October p. 28 Keep Your Christian Hope Strong***


REJOICE IN THE HOPE

16. Why is hope such a precious gift?

16 Our hope of everlasting life is a precious gift from God. We look forward to a wonderful future​—one that we can be certain will happen. It acts as our anchor, stabilizing us so that we can endure trials, withstand persecution, and even face death. It acts as our helmet, protecting our thinking so that we can reject what is wrong and cling to what is right. Our Bible-based hope draws us closer to God and reveals the depth of his love for us. We benefit greatly as we keep our hope bright and strong.








^ ***it-1 p. 492 Communication***

Information and ideas were transmitted from person to person in a variety of ways in Bible lands of antiquity. To a great extent, ordinary local and foreign news was communicated by word of mouth. (2Sa 3:17, 19; Job 37:20) Travelers, who often journeyed with caravans, related news from distant places when they stopped for food, water, and other provisions at cities or points along the caravan routes. In its unique position with relation to Asia, Africa, and Europe, the land of Palestine was traversed by caravans traveling to and from distant points. So its residents could readily acquire information regarding significant events in foreign lands. News, both national and foreign, could often be obtained in the city marketplace.



^ (2 Sam. 3:17) Meanwhile, Abʹner sent word to the elders of Israel, saying: “For some time you wanted to have David as king over you.



^ (2 Sam. 3:19) Then Abʹner spoke to the people of Benjamin. Abʹner also went to speak privately to David at Hebʹron to tell him what Israel and the whole house of Benjamin had agreed upon.



^ (Job 37:20) Should he be told that I want to speak? Or has anyone said something that should be communicated to him?









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***lmd lesson 3 point 3-point 3b***


Imitate Jesus

3. Empathize with the person. Try to imagine how he feels.

	               Ask yourself: ‘What may he be concerned about? What might he find helpful and appealing?’ Doing so will help you to show kindness in a natural and sincere manner.



	               Show that you care about what matters to a person by listening. If he tells you how he feels about something or mentions a problem he is facing, do not change the subject.












^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 5***


4. Be patient. Do not feel that you must introduce a Bible truth immediately. Wait for the right opportunity so that you can bring it up naturally. Sometimes, this may mean waiting until the next conversation you have with the person.

5. Be adaptable. A conversation may go in an unexpected direction. So be willing to share something that is relevant to the person, even if that means discussing a different Bible truth than the one you had in mind.










^ ***ijwfq article 57 What Happened to Jehovah’s Witnesses During the Time of the Holocaust?***


Why were they persecuted?

Jehovah’s Witnesses were persecuted because they adhered to the Bible’s teachings. When the Nazi state demanded that the Witnesses do what the Bible forbids, the Witnesses refused to comply. They chose to “obey God as ruler rather than men.” (Acts 5:​29) Consider two areas in which they made that choice.

	                 Remaining politically neutral. As are Witnesses in all countries today, Jehovah’s Witnesses living under Nazi rule were neutral in political issues. (John 18:36) Therefore, they refused to

	  Serve in the military or support war efforts.​—Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 26:52.



	  Vote in elections or join Nazi organizations.​—John 17:16.



	  Salute the swastika or say “Heil Hitler!”​—Matthew 23:10; 1 Corinthians 10:14.







	               Practicing their faith. Despite being forbidden to practice their faith, Jehovah’s Witnesses continued to

	  Meet for prayer and worship.​—Hebrews 10:24, 25.



	  Preach the Bible’s message and distribute Bible-based literature.​—Matthew 28:19, 20.



	  Show kindness to their neighbors, including Jews.​—Mark 12:31.



	  Hold on to their faith, refusing to sign a document renouncing their beliefs.​—Mark 12:30.









Professor Robert Gerwarth concludes that Jehovah’s Witnesses were “the only group in the Third Reich to be persecuted on the basis of their religious beliefs alone.”* Fellow concentration-camp prisoners came to admire Jehovah’s Witnesses for their firm stand. One Austrian prisoner observed: “They do not go to war. They would rather be killed than kill anyone else.”





^  (Acts 5:29) In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.



^  (John 18:36) Jesus answered: “My Kingdom is no part of this world. If my Kingdom were part of this world, my attendants would have fought that I should not be handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my Kingdom is not from this source.”



^  (Isa. 2:4) He will render judgment among the nations And set matters straight* respecting many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^  (Matt. 26:52) Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.



^  (John 17:16) They are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.



^  (Matt. 23:10) Neither be called leaders, for your Leader is one, the Christ.



^  (1 Cor. 10:14) Therefore, my beloved ones, flee from idolatry.



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Mark 12:31) The second is this, ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”



^  (Mark 12:30) and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’







^  Hitler’s Hangman: The Life of Heydrich, page 105.









^ ***th p. 21 Informative to Your Audience***


STUDY 18

Informative to Your Audience



1 Corinthians 9:19-23

SUMMARY: Stimulate the thinking of your listeners, leaving them with the feeling that they learned something worthwhile.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consider what your listeners already know. Rather than simply repeating what they have heard before, help them to look at the topic from a fresh perspective.

Cover familiar points more quickly, but slow down when presenting new ideas.








	  Research and meditate. When possible, include less-familiar facts or current events to illustrate key ideas. Think deeply about your material and the connection between the material and the facts you intend to cite.

As you examine the material, stimulate your own thinking by asking yourself such questions as ‘what, why, when, where, who, and how.’ Enliven your teaching by raising and answering some of those questions throughout your presentation.








	  Show the usefulness of your message. Explain how Scriptural points can help your listeners in their daily lives. Discuss specific situations, attitudes, and actions that are relevant to your listeners.










^ (1 Cor. 9:19-23) For though I am free from all people, I have made myself the slave to all, so that I may gain as many people as possible. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew in order to gain Jews; to those under law I became as under law, though I myself am not under law, in order to gain those under law. 21 To those without law I became as without law, although I am not without law toward God but under law toward Christ, in order to gain those without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.









^ ***sjj song 49 Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad***


SONG 49

Making Jehovah’s Heart Glad


(Proverbs 27:11)


	1. Great God, we’ve vowed to do your will;

In wisdom your work we’ll fulfill,

For then we know we’ll have a part

In making glad your loving heart.



	2. Your slave, your steward here on earth,

Declares your greatness and your worth

And feeds us nourishment when due,

To strengthen us your will to do.



	3. Impart to us your active force,

That we may keep a faithful course

And bring forth fruitage to your praise.

May we make glad your heart each day.







(See also Matt. 24:45-47; Luke 11:13; 22:42.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.



^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (Luke 22:42) saying: “Father, if you want to, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but yours take place.”









^ ***km 11/06 p. 3 How Do I View Blood Fractions and Medical Procedures Involving My Own Blood?***

Save

How Do I View Blood Fractions and Medical Procedures Involving My Own Blood?

The Bible commands Christians to “abstain from . . . blood.” (Acts 15:20) Thus, Jehovah’s Witnesses do not accept transfusions of whole blood or the four primary components of blood​—namely, red blood cells, white blood cells, platelets, and plasma. They also do not donate or store their own blood for transfusion.​—Lev. 17:13, 14; Acts 15:28, 29.

What are blood fractions, and why is their use a matter for each Christian to decide?

Blood fractions are elements from blood that are extracted through a process called fractionation. For example, plasma, one of the four major components of blood, can be divided into the following substances: water, about 91 percent; proteins, such as albumins, globulins, and fibrinogen, about 7 percent; and other substances, such as nutrients, hormones, gases, vitamins, waste products, and electrolytes, about 1.5 percent.

Are fractions also covered by the command to abstain from blood? We cannot say. The Bible does not give specific direction on the subject of fractions.* Of course, many fractions are derived from blood that has been donated for medical purposes. Each Christian should make a conscientious decision as to whether he or she will accept or will reject the medical use of these substances.

When making such decisions, consider the following questions: Am I aware that refusing all blood fractions means that I will not accept some medications, such as certain ones that fight viruses and diseases or that help blood to clot in order to stop bleeding? Could I explain to a physician why I reject or accept the use of certain blood fractions?



^ (Acts 15:20) but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood.



^ (Lev. 17:13, 14) “‘If one of the Israelites or some foreigner who is residing in your midst is hunting and catches a wild animal or a bird that may be eaten, he must pour its blood out and cover it with dust. 14 For the life* of every sort of flesh is its blood, because the life* is in it. Consequently, I said to the Israelites: “You must not eat the blood of any sort of flesh because the life* of every sort of flesh is its blood. Anyone eating it will be cut off.”*

Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “put to death.”


^ (Acts 15:28, 29) For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”







^  Helpful information on this subject is found in the June 15, 2004, issue of The Watchtower, pages 29-31.







^ ***bt pp. 31-32 “Uneducated and Ordinary Men”***


“We Cannot Stop Speaking” (Acts 4:1-22)

9-11. (a) How did the Jewish leaders react to Peter and John’s message? (b) What did the apostles resolve to do?

9 Peter’s speech and the leaping, shouting, formerly crippled man caused quite a commotion. In response, the captain of the temple​—appointed to oversee the security of the temple area—​and the chief priests rushed to investigate. These men likely were Sadducees, a rich and politically powerful sect that worked for peaceful relations with the Romans, rejected the oral law so loved by the Pharisees, and derided belief in the resurrection.* How irked they were to discover Peter and John in the temple, boldly teaching that Jesus had been resurrected!

10 The angry opposers threw Peter and John in jail and dragged them before the Jewish high court the next day. From the viewpoint of the elitist rulers, Peter and John were “uneducated and ordinary men” who had no right to teach in the temple. They had not studied at any recognized religious school. Yet, their outspokenness and their conviction caused the court to wonder at them. Why were Peter and John so effective? One reason was that “they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13) Their Master had taught with real authority, not like the scribes.​—Matt. 7:28, 29.

11 The court ordered the apostles to stop preaching. In that society, the court’s orders carried much weight. Just weeks earlier, when Jesus appeared before this same body, its members declared: “He deserves to die.” (Matt. 26:59-66) Still, Peter and John were not intimidated. Standing in front of these rich, well-educated, influential men, Peter and John fearlessly but respectfully declared: “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, judge for yourselves. But as for us, we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.”​—Acts 4:19, 20.

THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS


The high priest represented his people before God. In the first century C.E., he was also head of the Sanhedrin. Surrounding him as leaders of the Jews were the chief priests. They included former high priests, such as Annas, and other adult males of the families​—perhaps as few as four or five families—​from which high priests were selected. “The mere fact of belonging to one of the privileged families,” wrote scholar Emil Schürer, “must have conferred a particular distinction” among priests.

The Scriptures indicate that high priests served for their lifetime. (Num. 35:25) During the period covered by the book of Acts, however, Roman governors and kings who ruled by the grace of Rome appointed and deposed high priests at will. It does seem, though, that these pagan rulers chose their appointees from the line of priests descended from Aaron.





12. What can help us to develop courage and conviction?

12 Are you able to show similar courage? How do you feel when you have the opportunity to witness to the rich, the well-educated, or the influential in your community? What if family members, schoolmates, or workmates ridicule you for your beliefs? Are you intimidated? If so, you can overcome such feelings. While on earth, Jesus taught the apostles how to defend their beliefs with confidence and respect. (Matt. 10:11-18) After his resurrection, Jesus promised his disciples that he would continue to be with them “all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.” (Matt. 28:20) Under Jesus’ direction, “the faithful and discreet slave” teaches us how to defend our beliefs. (Matt. 24:45-47; 1 Pet. 3:15) This is done by instruction at congregation meetings, such as Our Christian Life and Ministry, and through Bible-based publications, such as the “Bible Questions Answered” articles on the jw.org website. Are you making good use of these provisions? If you do so, your courage and conviction will increase. And, like the apostles, you will let nothing stop you from speaking about the wonderful spiritual truths you have seen and heard.





^ (Acts 4:1-22) While the two were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came up to them. 2 These were annoyed because the apostles were teaching the people and were openly declaring the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.* 3 So they seized* them and took them into custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 4 However, many of those who had listened to the speech believed, and the number of the men became about 5,000. 5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 along with Anʹnas the chief priest, Caʹia·phas, John, Alexander, and all who were relatives of the chief priest. 7 They stood Peter and John in their midst and began to question them: “By what power or in whose name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with holy spirit, said to them: “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being examined today about a good deed to a crippled man, and you want to know who made this man well,* 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that in the name of Jesus Christ the Naz·a·reneʹ, whom you executed on a stake but whom God raised up from the dead, by means of him* this man stands here healthy in front of you. 11 This is ‘the stone that was treated by you builders as of no account that has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Furthermore, there is no salvation in anyone else, for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must get saved.” 13 Now when they saw the outspokenness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus. 14 As they were looking at the man who had been cured standing with them, they had nothing to say in answer to this. 15 So they commanded them to go outside the Sanʹhe·drin hall, and they began consulting with one another, 16 saying: “What should we do with these men? Because, for a fact, a noteworthy sign has occurred through them, one evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17 So that this does not spread any further among the people, let us threaten them and tell them not to speak to anyone anymore on the basis of this name.” 18 With that they called them and ordered them not to say anything at all or to teach on the basis of the name of Jesus. 19 But in reply Peter and John said to them: “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, judge for yourselves. 20 But as for us, we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.” 21 So after they had threatened them further, they released them, since they did not find any grounds for punishing them and on account of the people, because they were all glorifying God over what had happened. 22 For the man on whom this miracle of healing had been done was more than 40 years old.

Or “the resurrection from the dead in the case of Jesus.”
Or “arrested.” Lit., “laid hands on.”
Or “has saved this man.”
Or possibly, “in this name.”


^  (Acts 4:13) Now when they saw the outspokenness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus.



^  (Matt. 7:28, 29) When Jesus finished these sayings, the effect was that the crowds were astounded at his way of teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as a person having authority, and not as their scribes.



^  (Matt. 26:59-66) Now the chief priests and the entire Sanʹhe·drin were looking for false testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death. 60 But they found none, although many false witnesses came forward. Later two came forward 61 and said: “This man said, ‘I am able to throw down the temple of God and build it up in three days.’” 62 With that the high priest stood up and said to him: “Do you say nothing in reply? What is it these men are testifying against you?” 63 But Jesus kept silent. So the high priest said to him: “I put you under oath by the living God to tell us whether you are the Christ, the Son of God!” 64 Jesus said to him: “You yourself said it. But I say to you: From now on you will see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest ripped his outer garments, saying: “He has blasphemed! What further need do we have of witnesses? See! Now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What is your opinion?” They answered: “He deserves to die.”



^  (Acts 4:19, 20) But in reply Peter and John said to them: “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, judge for yourselves. 20 But as for us, we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.”



^ (Num. 35:25) The assembly should then save the manslayer from the hand of the avenger of blood and return him to his city of refuge to which he had fled, and he must dwell in it until the death of the high priest who was anointed with the holy oil.



^  (Matt. 10:11-18) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave. 12 When you enter the house, greet the household. 13 If the house is deserving, let the peace you wish it come upon it; but if it is not deserving, let the peace from you return upon you. 14 Wherever anyone does not receive you or listen to your words, on going out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it will be more endurable for the land of Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah on Judgment Day than for that city. 16 “Look! I am sending you out as sheep among wolves; so prove yourselves cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard against men, for they will hand you over to local courts and they will scourge you in their synagogues. 18 And you will be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a witness to them and the nations.



^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.



^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.







^  See the box “The High Priest and the Chief Priests.”









^ ***bt p. 34 “Uneducated and Ordinary Men”***

THE HIGH PRIEST AND THE CHIEF PRIESTS


The high priest represented his people before God. In the first century C.E., he was also head of the Sanhedrin. Surrounding him as leaders of the Jews were the chief priests. They included former high priests, such as Annas, and other adult males of the families​—perhaps as few as four or five families—​from which high priests were selected. “The mere fact of belonging to one of the privileged families,” wrote scholar Emil Schürer, “must have conferred a particular distinction” among priests.

The Scriptures indicate that high priests served for their lifetime. (Num. 35:25) During the period covered by the book of Acts, however, Roman governors and kings who ruled by the grace of Rome appointed and deposed high priests at will. It does seem, though, that these pagan rulers chose their appointees from the line of priests descended from Aaron.







^ (Num. 35:25) The assembly should then save the manslayer from the hand of the avenger of blood and return him to his city of refuge to which he had fled, and he must dwell in it until the death of the high priest who was anointed with the holy oil.









^ ***sjj song 67 “Preach the Word”***


SONG 67

“Preach the Word”


(2 Timothy 4:2)


	1. God has commanded us this day;

He has given us a charge to obey.

At all times, be ready to impart

The reason for the hope within your heart.

(CHORUS)

So preach the word

So that ev’ryone can hear!

Preach the word,

For we know the end is near.

Preach the word,

Help the meek to understand.

Preach the word

Throughout the land!





	2. Seasons of trouble we will face;

Opposition may bring shame and disgrace.

Though preaching may out of season seem,

Our trust is in our God, who is supreme.

(CHORUS)

So preach the word

So that ev’ryone can hear!

Preach the word,

For we know the end is near.

Preach the word,

Help the meek to understand.

Preach the word

Throughout the land!





	3. Seasons of favor we will see,

And the need for us to teach, there will be.

The way to salvation we proclaim

And help to sanctify Jehovah’s name.

(CHORUS)

So preach the word

So that ev’ryone can hear!

Preach the word,

For we know the end is near.

Preach the word,

Help the meek to understand.

Preach the word

Throughout the land!









(See also Matt. 10:7; 24:14; Acts 10:42; 1 Pet. 3:15.)





^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^ (Matt. 10:7) As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Acts 10:42) Also, he ordered us to preach to the people and to give a thorough witness that this is the one decreed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.



^ (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.















^ ***sjj song 11 Creation Praises God***


SONG 11

Creation Praises God


(Psalm 19)


	1. Your glory, God, your mighty works abound,

In skies above, their praise for you resounds.

Creation speaks without a voice or word;

In all the earth, its message can be heard.

Creation speaks without a voice or word;

In all the earth, its message can be heard.



	2. True wisdom starts with wholesome fear of you

And guards our way in all we say and do.

Your wise commands enlighten young and old—

A treasure far exceeding finest gold.

Your wise commands enlighten young and old—

A treasure far exceeding finest gold.



	3. By knowing you, our life is not in vain,

And by your word, our life will be sustained.

The greatest honor anyone can gain

Will come to all who sanctify your name.

The greatest honor anyone can gain

Will come to all who sanctify your name.







(See also Ps. 12:6; 89:7; 144:3; Rom. 1:20.)





^ (Ps. 19:0-14) To the director. A melody of David. 19 The heavens are declaring the glory of God; The skies above* proclaim the work of his hands.  2 Day after day their speech bubbles forth, And night after night they reveal knowledge.  3 There is no speech, and there are no words; Their voice is not heard.  4 But into all the earth their sound* has gone out, And to the ends of the inhabited earth* their message. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun;  5 It is like a bridegroom emerging from the bridal chamber; It rejoices like a mighty man running his course.  6 It emerges from one end of the heavens, And it circles to their other end; And nothing is concealed from its heat.  7 The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring strength.* The reminder of Jehovah is trustworthy, making the inexperienced one wise.  8 The orders from Jehovah are righteous, causing the heart to rejoice; The commandment of Jehovah is clean, making the eyes shine.  9 The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous. 10 They are more desirable than gold, Than much fine* gold, And sweeter than honey, the honey that drips from the combs. 11 By them your servant has been warned; In keeping them, there is a large reward. 12 Who can discern mistakes? Pronounce me innocent from sins I am unaware of. 13 And hold your servant back from presumptuous acts; Do not let them dominate me. Then I will be complete, And innocent of blatant sins.* 14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart Be pleasing to you, O Jehovah, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Or “expanse.”
Or possibly, “measuring line.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “restoring (bringing back) the soul.”
Or “refined.”
Or “much transgression.”


^ (Ps. 12:6) The sayings of Jehovah are pure; They are like silver refined in an earthen furnace,* purified seven times.

Or possibly, “a smelting furnace set on the ground.”


^ (Ps. 89:7) God is held in awe in the council* of holy ones; He is grand and awe-inspiring to all who are around him.

Or “assembly.”


^ (Ps. 144:3) O Jehovah, what is man that you should notice him, The son of mortal man that you should pay attention to him?



^ (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.









^ ***w21 August pp. 9-10 Are You Willing to Wait on Jehovah?***


7 When describing how Jehovah created the earth, the Bible speaks of his setting “its measurements,” sinking “its pedestals,” and laying “its cornerstone.” (Job 38:5, 6) He even took the time to reflect on his work. (Gen. 1:10, 12) Can you imagine how the angels felt as they saw Jehovah’s creative works gradually taking shape? How exciting that must have been for them! Why, at one point, they began “shouting in applause.” (Job 38:7) What do we learn? Jehovah’s creative works took many thousands of years to accomplish, but when Jehovah surveyed everything that he had created so thoughtfully, he pronounced it “very good.”​—Gen. 1:31.





^  (Job 38:5, 6) Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,



^  (Gen. 1:10) God called the dry land Earth, but the collecting of the waters, he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.



^  (Gen. 1:12) And the earth began to produce grass, seed-bearing plants and trees yielding fruit along with seed, according to their kinds. Then God saw that it was good.



^  (Job 38:7) When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^  (Gen. 1:31) After that God saw everything he had made, and look! it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.









^ ***w20 August p. 14 The Resurrection Reveals God’s Love, Wisdom, and Patience***


 2. How did Jesus and the angels feel about Jehovah’s creative works?

2 First, Jehovah created a fellow worker. Then, by means of this first Son, “all other things were created,” including millions of intelligent spirit creatures. (Col. 1:16) Jesus rejoiced at the opportunity to work with his Father. (Prov. 8:30) And the angelic sons of God also had reason to rejoice. They had front-row seats, as it were, when Jehovah and his Master Worker, Jesus, made the heavens and the earth. How did the angels respond? They “began shouting in applause” when the earth was formed, and they no doubt continued to applaud each of Jehovah’s creative works, including his final masterpiece, humans. (Job 38:7; Prov. 8:31, ftn.) Each of these creations revealed Jehovah’s love and wisdom.​—Ps. 104:24; Rom. 1:20.





^  (Col. 1:16) because by means of him all other things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the things visible and the things invisible, whether they are thrones or lordships or governments or authorities. All other things have been created through him and for him.



^  (Prov. 8:30) Then I was beside him as a master worker. I was the one he was especially fond of day by day; I rejoiced before him all the time;



^  (Job 38:7) When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^  (Prov. 8:31) I rejoiced over his habitable earth, And I was especially fond of the sons of men.*

Or “mankind.”


^  (Ps. 104:24) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.



^  (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.









^ ***w23 March p. 17 Learn More About Jehovah Through His Creation***


 8. What did Job learn from considering God’s creative works, and what can we learn?

8 Jehovah is worthy of our trust. Jehovah helped Job to increase his trust in Him. (Job 32:2; 40:6-8) In conversation with Job, God referred to many aspects of creation, including the stars, the clouds, and the lightning bolts. Jehovah also spoke about the animals, such as the wild bull and the horse. (Job 38:32-35; 39:9, 19, 20) All these things provided evidence not only of God’s awesome power but also of his love and great wisdom. Thanks to this conversation, Job came to trust in Jehovah as never before. (Job 42:1-6) Similarly, when we study creation, we are reminded that Jehovah is infinitely wiser and more powerful than we are. He also can and will put an end to all our trials. This fact can help strengthen our trust in him.





^  (Job 32:2) But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “his soul.”


^  (Job 40:6-8) Then Jehovah answered Job out of the windstorm:  7 “Brace yourself, please, like a man; I will question you, and you inform me.  8 Will you call into question* my justice? Will you condemn me so that you may be right?

Or “invalidate.”


^  (Job 38:32-35) Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’

Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”


^  (Job 39:9) Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?*

Or “manger.”


^  (Job 39:19, 20) Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying.



^  (Job 42:1-6) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”








^ ***it-2 p. 222 Lawgiver***

Jehovah as the Lawgiver. Jehovah is actually the one true Lawgiver in the universe. Attributable to him are the physical laws governing inanimate creation (Job 38:4-38; Ps 104:5-19), and animal life. (Job 39:1-30) Man also, as a creation of Jehovah, is subject to Jehovah’s physical laws, and since he is a moral, rational creature, capable of reasoning and of spirituality, he is equally subject to God’s moral laws. (Ro 12:1; 1Co 2:14-16) Furthermore, Jehovah’s law governs spirit creatures, angels.​—Ps 103:20; 2Pe 2:4, 11.

Jehovah’s physical laws are unbreakable. (Jer 33:20, 21) Throughout the known visible universe his laws are so stable and reliable that, in areas where scientists have knowledge of these laws, they can calculate the movements of the moon, planets, and other celestial bodies with split-second accuracy. One who goes contrary to the physical laws experiences immediate application of their sanctions. Likewise, the moral laws of God are irrevocable and cannot be circumvented or violated with impunity. They are as sure of enforcement as are His natural laws, though the punishment may not be as immediately enforced. “God is not one to be mocked. For whatever a man is sowing, this he will also reap.”​—Ga 6:7; 1Ti 5:24.



^ (Job 38:4-38) Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,  7 When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?  8 And who barricaded the sea behind doors When it burst out from the womb,  9 When I clothed it with clouds And wrapped* it in thick gloom, 10 When I established my limit for it And put its bars and doors in place, 11 And I said, ‘You may come this far, and no farther; Here is where your proud waves will stop’? 12 Have you ever* commanded the morning Or made the dawn know its place, 13 To take hold of the ends of the earth And to shake the wicked out of it? 14 It is transformed like clay under a seal, And its features stand out like those of a garment. 15 But the light of the wicked is held back from them, And their uplifted arm is broken. 16 Have you gone down to the sources of the sea Or explored the deep waters? 17 Have the gates of death been revealed to you, Or have you seen the gates of deep darkness?* 18 Have you understood the vast expanse of the earth? Tell me, if you know all of this. 19 In which direction does the light reside? And where is the place of darkness, 20 That you should take it to its territory And understand the paths to its home? 21 Do you know this because you were already born And the number of your years* is great? 22 Have you entered the storehouses of the snow, Or have you seen the storehouses of the hail, 23 Which I have reserved for the time of distress, For the day of battle and war? 24 From what direction is light* dispersed, And from where does the east wind blow on the earth? 25 Who has cut a channel for the flood And made a path for the thunderous storm cloud, 26 To make it rain where no man lives, On the wilderness where there are no humans, 27 To satisfy devastated wastelands And cause the grass to sprout? 28 Does the rain have a father, Or who fathered the dewdrops? 29 From whose womb did the ice emerge, And who gave birth to the frost of heaven 30 When the waters are covered as if with stone, And the surface of the deep waters is frozen solid? 31 Can you tie the ropes of the Kiʹmah constellation* Or untie the cords of the Keʹsil constellation?* 32 Can you lead out a constellation* in its season Or guide the Ash constellation* along with its sons? 33 Do you know the laws governing the heavens, Or can you impose their* authority on the earth? 34 Can you raise your voice to the clouds To cause a flood of water to cover you? 35 Can you send out lightning bolts? Will they come and say to you, ‘Here we are!’ 36 Who put wisdom within the clouds* Or gave understanding to the sky phenomenon?* 37 Who is wise enough to count the clouds, Or who can tip over the water jars of heaven 38 When the dust pours into a mass And the clods of earth stick together?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Or “swaddled.”
Lit., “in your days.”
Or “death’s shadow.”
Lit., “days.”
Or possibly, “lightning.”
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Lit., “Mazzaroth.” At 2Ki 23:5, the related term in plural form refers to the constellations of the zodiac.
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Or possibly, “His.”
Or possibly, “within man.”
Or possibly, “to the mind.”


^ (Ps. 104:5-19) He has established the earth on its foundations; It will not be moved from its place* forever and ever.  6 You covered it with deep waters as with a garment. The waters stood above the mountains.  7 At your rebuke they fled; At the sound of your thunder they ran away in panic  8 —Mountains ascended and valleys descended— To the place you established for them.  9 You set a boundary that they should not pass, That they should never again cover the earth. 10 He sends springs into the valleys;* Between the mountains they flow. 11 They provide water for all the wild beasts of the field; The wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 Above them roost the birds of the sky; They sing among the thick foliage. 13 He is watering the mountains from his upper rooms. With the fruitage of your works the earth is satisfied. 14 He is making grass grow for the cattle And vegetation for mankind’s use, To grow food from the land 15 And wine that makes man’s heart rejoice, Oil that makes the face shine, And bread that sustains the heart of mortal man. 16 The trees of Jehovah are satisfied, The cedars of Lebʹa·non that he planted, 17 Where the birds make nests. The home of the stork is in the juniper trees. 18 The high mountains are for the mountain goats; The crags are a refuge for the rock badgers. 19 He has made the moon to mark the appointed times; The sun well knows when to set.

Or “will not totter.”
Or “wadis.”


^ (Job 39:1-30) “Do you know the time when the mountain goats give birth? Have you watched the deer give birth to their young?  2 Do you count the months that they must complete? Do you know the time when they give birth?  3 They crouch down when they give birth to their young, And their labor pains end.  4 Their young become strong and grow up in the open field; They go out and do not return to them.  5 Who set the wild donkey* free, And who untied the ropes of the wild donkey?  6 I have made the desert plain its home And the salt land its dwelling.  7 It scorns the tumult of the city; It does not hear the shouts of the driver.  8 It roams the hills, seeking pasture, Looking for every green plant.  9 Is the wild bull willing to serve you? Will it spend the night in your stable?* 10 Will you hold a wild bull to the furrow with a rope, Or will it follow you to plow* the valley? 11 Will you trust in its great strength And let it do your heavy work? 12 Will you rely on it to bring back your harvest,* And will it gather it to your threshing floor? 13 The wings of the ostrich flap joyfully, But can her pinions and plumage compare with the stork’s? 14 For she leaves her eggs on the ground, And she keeps them warm in the dust. 15 She forgets that some foot may crush them Or that a wild animal may trample them. 16 She treats her sons harshly, as if they were not hers; She has no fear that her labor may be in vain. 17 For God has deprived her of* wisdom And given her no share in understanding. 18 But when she rises up and flaps her wings, She laughs at the horse and at its rider. 19 Are you the one who gives the horse its strength? Do you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20 Can you cause it to leap like a locust? Its majestic snorting is terrifying. 21 It paws the ground in the valley and exults mightily; It charges into the battle.* 22 It laughs at fear and is afraid of nothing. It does not turn back because of the sword. 23 The quiver rattles against it, The spear and the javelin flash. 24 Trembling with excitement, it surges forward,* It cannot stand still at* the sound of the horn. 25 When the horn blows, it says, ‘Aha!’ It smells the battle from afar And hears the shouting of commanders and the battle cry. 26 Is it by your understanding that the falcon soars, Spreading its wings to the south? 27 Or is it at your order that an eagle flies upward And builds its nest high up, 28 Spending the night on a cliff, Dwelling in its stronghold on a rocky crag?* 29 From there it searches for food; Its eyes look far into the distance. 30 Its young sip up blood; And wherever the slain are, there it is.”

Or “onager.”
Or “manger.”
Or “harrow.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “made her forget.”
Lit., “It goes out to meet armor.”
Lit., “swallows the ground (earth).”
Or possibly, “It does not believe.”
Lit., “on the tooth of a crag.”


^ (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^ (1 Cor. 2:14-16) But a physical man does not accept* the things of the spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot get to know them, because they are examined spiritually. 15 However, the spiritual man examines all things, but he himself is not examined by any man. 16 For “who has come to know the mind of Jehovah, so that he may instruct him?” But we do have the mind of Christ.

Or “receive.”


^ (Ps. 103:20) Praise Jehovah, all you his angels, mighty in power, Who carry out his word, obeying his voice.*

Lit., “hearing the voice (sound) of his word.”


^ (2 Pet. 2:4) Certainly God did not refrain from punishing the angels who sinned, but threw them into Tarʹta·rus,* putting them in chains* of dense darkness to be reserved for judgment.

See Glossary.
Or possibly, “pits.”


^ (2 Pet. 2:11) whereas angels, although they are greater in strength and power, do not bring against them an accusation in abusive terms, out of respect for* Jehovah.*

Or “before.”
See App. A5.


^ (Jer. 33:20, 21) “This is what Jehovah says, ‘If you could break my covenant regarding the day and my covenant regarding the night, to prevent day and night from coming at their proper time, 21 only then could my covenant with my servant David be broken, so that he should not have a son ruling as king on his throne, and so also my covenant with the Levitical priests, my ministers.



^ (Gal. 6:7) Do not be misled: God is not one to be mocked. For whatever a person is sowing, this he will also reap;



^ (1 Tim. 5:24) The sins of some men are publicly known, leading directly to judgment, but those of other men become evident later.









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 3***


Imitate Philip

3. Be observant. A person’s facial expressions and body language can reveal a lot. Does the person seem willing to speak with you? You might introduce a Bible truth by simply asking, “Did you know that . . . ?” Avoid forcing a conversation with someone who does not want to talk.








^ ***lmd lesson 9 point 3***


Imitate Jesus

3. Listen carefully. Allow the person to express himself. Do not interrupt him or quickly dismiss his feelings, concerns, or objections. By paying attention, you show him that you care about what he thinks.








^ ***lmd Truths We Love to Teach***


	1. Current events and attitudes indicate a change is near.​—Matt. 24:3, 7, 8; Luke 21:10, 11; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.









^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (Matt. 24:7, 8) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another. 8 All these things are a beginning of pangs of distress.



^ (Luke 21:10, 11) Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.









^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***sjj song 111 Our Reasons for Joy***


SONG 111

Our Reasons for Joy


(Matthew 5:12)


	1. Our reasons for joy are abundant,

Like riches increasing in worth.

Those precious to God from all nations

Are joining us in all the earth.

The joy in our heart is well-founded,

With roots reaching deep in God’s Word.

We daily partake of its teachings;

Faith follows the things we have heard.

Our causes for joy are deep-seated,

Like embers that burn in our hearts.

Though troubles and trials beset us,

Endurance Jehovah imparts.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah our God is our joy,

The work of his hands our delight.

How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,

Abounding in goodness and might!





	2. We gladly behold his productions,

The heavens, the sea, and the land.

We gaze at the book of creation,

Applauding the work of his hands.

Triumphantly we now bear witness,

Proclaiming the Kingdom of God.

The news of its birth and its blessings,

We joyously spread all abroad.

Eternal rejoicing approaches,

Like daylight that follows the night.

The promised new earth and new heavens

Will bring everlasting delight.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah our God is our joy,

The work of his hands our delight.

How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,

Abounding in goodness and might!









(See also Deut. 16:15; Isa. 12:6; John 15:11.)





^ (Matt. 5:12) Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you.



^ (Deut. 16:15) Seven days you will celebrate the festival to Jehovah your God in the place that Jehovah chooses, for Jehovah your God will bless all your produce and all that you do, and you will become nothing but joyful.



^ (Isa. 12:6) Cry out and shout for joy, you inhabitant* of Zion, For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

Lit., “inhabitress,” referring to the population collectively as a woman.


^ (John 15:11) “These things I have spoken to you, so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be made full.









^ ***bt pp. 32-35 “Uneducated and Ordinary Men”***


“They Raised Their Voices . . . to God” (Acts 4:23-31)

13, 14. If we face opposition, what should we do, and why?

13 Immediately after being released from custody, Peter and John met with the rest of the congregation. Together, “they raised their voices . . . to God” and prayed for courage to keep preaching. (Acts 4:24) Peter knew only too well the folly of trusting in personal power when attempting to do God’s will. Just weeks earlier, he had self-confidently told Jesus: “Although all the others are stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled!” Yet, as Jesus foretold, Peter quickly succumbed to fear of man and denied his friend and teacher. However, Peter learned from his mistake.​—Matt. 26:33, 34, 69-75.

14 Determination alone will not sustain you as you fulfill your commission to be a witness of Christ. When opposers try to break your faith or attempt to stop you from preaching, follow the example of Peter and John. Pray to Jehovah for strength. Seek the support of the congregation. Tell the elders and other mature ones of the difficulties you face. The prayers of others can be a powerful sustaining force.​—Eph. 6:18; Jas. 5:16.

15. Why can those who once stopped preaching for a time take heart?

15 If you once succumbed to pressure and stopped preaching for a time, take heart. Remember, all the apostles stopped preaching for a while after Jesus’ death but soon were active again. (Matt. 26:56; 28:10, 16-20) Rather than letting past mistakes weigh you down, can you draw on the experience and use the lessons you learned to strengthen others?

16, 17. What can we learn from the prayer offered by Christ’s followers in Jerusalem?

16 What should we pray for when those in authority oppress us? Notice, please, that the disciples did not ask that they be spared from facing trials. They well remembered Jesus’ statement: “If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” (John 15:20) Instead, these loyal disciples asked Jehovah to “give attention to” the threats of the opposers. (Acts 4:29) The disciples clearly saw the big picture, recognizing that the persecution they faced was actually a fulfillment of prophecy. They knew that, as Jesus had taught them to pray, God’s will would ‘take place on earth,’ no matter what mere human rulers may say.​—Matt. 6:9, 10.

17 In order to do God’s will, the disciples prayed to Jehovah: “Grant to your slaves to keep speaking your word with all boldness.” What was Jehovah’s immediate response? “The place where they were gathered together was shaken, and they were one and all filled with the holy spirit and were speaking the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:29-31) Nothing can stop God’s will from being accomplished. (Isa. 55:11) No matter how great the odds, no matter how powerful the opponent, if we raise our voice to God in prayer, we can be sure that he will grant us the strength to keep on speaking his word with boldness.

Accountable, “Not to Men, But to God” (Acts 4:32–5:11)

18. What did members of the congregation in Jerusalem do for one another?

18 The fledgling congregation in Jerusalem soon grew to more than 5,000 members strong.* Despite their diverse backgrounds, the disciples were of “one heart and soul.” They were united in the same mind and same line of thought. (Acts 4:32; 1 Cor. 1:10) The disciples did more than just pray to Jehovah to bless their efforts. They supported one another both spiritually and, when necessary, materially. (1 John 3:16-18) For example, the disciple Joseph, surnamed Barnabas by the apostles, sold land he owned and unselfishly donated the whole amount toward helping those from distant lands to stay in Jerusalem longer so that they could learn more about their new faith.

19. Why did Jehovah execute Ananias and Sapphira?

19 A couple named Ananias and Sapphira also sold a possession and made a contribution. They made a pretense of giving the whole amount; however, they “secretly held back some of the price.” (Acts 5:2) Jehovah struck this couple dead, not because the amount they gave was insufficient, but because their motive for giving was wicked and they were deceptive. They “lied, not to men, but to God.” (Acts 5:4) Like the hypocrites whom Jesus condemned, Ananias and Sapphira were more concerned with seeking glory from men than the approval of God.​—Matt. 6:1-3.

20. What lessons do we learn about giving to Jehovah?

20 With a generous spirit like that of faithful disciples in first-century Jerusalem, millions of present-day Witnesses support the worldwide preaching work by making voluntary donations. No one is forced to give either his time or his money to support this work. Indeed, Jehovah does not want us to serve him grudgingly or under compulsion. (2 Cor. 9:7) When we do give, Jehovah is interested, not in the amount, but in the motive for our giving. (Mark 12:41-44) Never would we want to be like Ananias and Sapphira, allowing our service to God to be prompted by self-interest or glory-seeking. Instead, like Peter, John, and Barnabas, may our service to Jehovah always be motivated by genuine love of God and of our fellow man.​—Matt. 22:37-40.

PETER​—FROM FISHERMAN TO DYNAMIC APOSTLE


Peter is identified by five names in the Scriptures. He is known as Symeon in Hebrew and its Greek equivalent, Simon, and as Peter and its Semitic equivalent, Cephas. The apostle is also identified as Simon Peter, a combination of two names.​—Matt. 10:2; John 1:42; Acts 15:14.

Peter was married and shared his home with his mother-in-law and brother. (Mark 1:29-31) He was a fisherman from Bethsaida, a town on the north side of the Sea of Galilee. (John 1:44) He later lived nearby in Capernaum. (Luke 4:31, 38) It was in Peter’s boat that Jesus sat when addressing a multitude that gathered on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. Immediately afterward, at Jesus’ direction, Peter hauled in a miraculous catch of fish. Peter fell to his knees in fear, but Jesus said to him: “Stop being afraid. From now on you will be catching men alive.” (Luke 5:1-11) Peter fished with his brother Andrew, as well as with James and John. All four abandoned their fishing business when they accepted Jesus’ invitation to become his followers. (Matt. 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-18) About a year later, Peter was among the 12 whom Jesus chose to be his “apostles,” meaning “sent ones.”​—Mark 3:13-16.

Jesus selected Peter, James, and John to accompany him on special occasions. They witnessed Jesus’ transfiguration, saw him resurrect Jairus’ daughter, and shared his grief in the garden of Gethsemane. (Matt. 17:1, 2; 26:36-46; Mark 5:22-24, 35-42; Luke 22:39-46) The same three, along with Andrew, questioned Jesus regarding the sign of his presence.​—Mark 13:1-4.

Peter was forthright, dynamic, and sometimes impulsive. It seems that he often spoke up before his fellows did. The Gospels record his words more often than those of the other 11 apostles put together. Peter raised questions while the others remained silent. (Matt. 15:15; 18:21; 19:27-29; Luke 12:41; John 13:36-38) He was the one who objected to Jesus’ washing his feet and then, on being reproved, asked Jesus to wash also his hands and head!​—John 13:5-10.

Strong feelings moved Peter to try to persuade Jesus that He would not have to suffer and be killed. Jesus firmly corrected him for that lapse in judgment. (Matt. 16:21-23) During Jesus’ final night on earth, Peter declared that even though all the other apostles might abandon Jesus, he never would. When Jesus’ enemies arrested him, courage moved Peter to defend Jesus with the sword and later to follow him right into the courtyard of the high priest. Yet, not long afterward, Peter denied his Master three times and then wept bitterly when he realized what he had done.​—Matt. 26:31-35, 51, 52, 69-75.

Shortly before Jesus’ first post-resurrection appearance to his apostles in Galilee, Peter announced that he was going fishing, and other apostles joined him. On recognizing Jesus on the beach, Peter impulsively plunged into the water and swam ashore. At the breakfast of fish that Jesus cooked for his apostles, Jesus asked Peter if he loved him more than “these”​—that is, the fish that were before them. Jesus was urging Peter to choose to follow him full-time rather than pursue a career, such as the fishing business.​—John 21:1-22.

In about 62-64 C.E., Peter preached the good news in Babylon, in modern-day Iraq, where there was a large Jewish population. (1 Pet. 5:13) In Babylon, Peter composed the first and possibly the second of the two inspired letters bearing his name. Jesus “empowered Peter,” entrusting him with “an apostleship to those who are circumcised.” (Gal. 2:8, 9) With compassion and vigor, Peter fulfilled his commission.





JOHN​—THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED


The apostle John was a son of Zebedee and the brother of the apostle James. It seems that his mother’s name was Salome, who was possibly the sister of Mary, the mother of Jesus. (Matt. 10:2; 27:55, 56; Mark 15:40; Luke 5:9, 10) So John may have been a relative of Jesus. John’s family appears to have been materially prosperous. Zebedee’s fishing business was large enough to have hired men. (Mark 1:20) Salome accompanied Jesus, ministered to him when he was in Galilee, and later brought spices to prepare Jesus’ body for burial. (Mark 16:1; John 19:40) John probably had a house of his own.​—John 19:26, 27.

John was likely the disciple of John the Baptizer who was standing with Andrew when John the Baptizer looked at Jesus and said: “See, the Lamb of God!” (John 1:35, 36, 40) Following this introduction, John the son of Zebedee evidently accompanied Jesus to Cana and was an eyewitness to Jesus’ first miracle. (John 2:1-11) The vividness and detail with which John describes Jesus’ subsequent activity in Jerusalem, Samaria, and Galilee suggest that the Gospel writer may also have witnessed these events. The readiness with which John​—like James, Peter, and Andrew—​abandoned his fishing nets, boat, and livelihood when called by Jesus to be his follower testifies to John’s faith.​—Matt. 4:18-22.

John does not appear as prominently as Peter does in the Gospel accounts. However, John too had a vigorous personality, as evidenced by the surname that Jesus gave to him and his brother James​—Boanerges, meaning “Sons of Thunder.” (Mark 3:17) Initially, John was ambitious for prominence, so much so that he and his brother got their mother to ask Jesus to give her sons privileged positions in his Kingdom. While this desire was selfish, it was also evidence of their faith in the reality of the Kingdom. The brothers’ ambition gave Jesus occasion to admonish all his apostles regarding the need for humility.​—Matt. 20:20-28.

John manifested his strong character when he tried to prevent a certain man who was not a follower of Jesus from expelling demons in his name. On another occasion, John was ready to call down fire from heaven to destroy the inhabitants of a Samaritan village who were unresponsive when Jesus sent messengers to make some preparations for him. For these reactions, Jesus rebuked John. Evidently, as time went by, John developed the balance and mercy that he once seemed to lack. (Luke 9:49-56) Despite his shortcomings, however, John was “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” Thus, when Jesus was about to die, he entrusted his own mother, Mary, to John’s care.​—John 19:26, 27; 21:7, 20, 24.

John outlived the other apostles, just as Jesus had prophesied that he would. (John 21:20-22) John served Jehovah faithfully for some 70 years. Toward the end of his life, during the reign of the Roman Emperor Domitian, John was exiled to the island of Patmos “for speaking about God and bearing witness concerning Jesus.” There, in about 96 C.E., John received the visions that he recorded in the book of Revelation. (Rev. 1:1, 2, 9) Tradition has it that after his release, John went to Ephesus, where he penned the Gospel that bears his name and the letters known as 1, 2, and 3 John, and that he died in Ephesus in about 100 C.E.









^ (Acts 4:23-31) After being released, they went to their own people and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 On hearing this, they raised their voices with one accord to God and said: “Sovereign Lord, you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them, 25 and who said through holy spirit by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant: ‘Why did nations become agitated and peoples meditate on empty things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers gathered together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.’ 27 For truly both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of the nations and with peoples of Israel were gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 28 to do what your hand and counsel had determined beforehand to occur. 29 And now, Jehovah, give attention to their threats, and grant to your slaves to keep speaking your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand for healing and while signs and wonders occur through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had made supplication, the place where they were gathered together was shaken, and they were one and all filled with the holy spirit and were speaking the word of God with boldness.



^  (Acts 4:24) On hearing this, they raised their voices with one accord to God and said: “Sovereign Lord, you are the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them,



^  (Matt. 26:33, 34) But Peter, in response, said to him: “Although all the others are stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled!” 34 Jesus said to him: “Truly I say to you, on this night, before a rooster crows, you will disown me three times.”



^  (Matt. 26:69-75) Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant girl came up to him and said: “You too were with Jesus the Gal·i·leʹan!” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying: “I do not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the gatehouse, another girl noticed him and said to those there: “This man was with Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ.” 72 Again he denied it, with an oath: “I do not know the man!” 73 After a little while, those standing around came up and said to Peter: “Certainly you are also one of them, for in fact, your dialect gives you away.” 74 Then he started to curse and swear: “I do not know the man!” And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter called to mind what Jesus had said, namely: “Before a rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.



^  (Eph. 6:18) while with every form of prayer and supplication you carry on prayer on every occasion in spirit. And to that end stay awake, constantly making supplication in behalf of all the holy ones.



^  (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^  (Matt. 26:56) But all of this has taken place for the writings* of the prophets to be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples abandoned him and fled.

Or “scriptures.”


^  (Matt. 28:10) Then Jesus said to them: “Have no fear! Go, report to my brothers so that they may go to Galʹi·lee, and there they will see me.”



^  (Matt. 28:16-20) However, the 11 disciples went to Galʹi·lee to the mountain where Jesus had arranged for them to meet. 17 When they saw him, they did obeisance, but some doubted. 18 Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (John 15:20) Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^  (Acts 4:29) And now, Jehovah, give attention to their threats, and grant to your slaves to keep speaking your word with all boldness,



^  (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^  (Acts 4:29-31) And now, Jehovah, give attention to their threats, and grant to your slaves to keep speaking your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand for healing and while signs and wonders occur through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had made supplication, the place where they were gathered together was shaken, and they were one and all filled with the holy spirit and were speaking the word of God with boldness.



^  (Isa. 55:11) So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^ (Acts 4:32-5:11) Moreover, the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and not even one of them would say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the apostles continued giving the witness about the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and undeserved kindness was upon them all in large measure. 34 In fact, no one was in need among them, for all those who owned fields or houses would sell them and bring the value of what was sold, 35 and they would deposit it at the feet of the apostles. In turn distribution would be made to each one according to his need. 36 So Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barʹna·bas (which means, when translated, “Son of Comfort”), a Levite, a native of Cyʹprus, 37 owned a piece of land, and he sold it and brought the money and deposited it at the feet of the apostles. 
5 However, a man named An·a·niʹas, together with his wife Sap·phiʹra, sold some property. 2 But he secretly held back some of the price, with his wife’s knowledge, and he brought just a part of it and deposited it at the feet of the apostles. 3 But Peter said: “An·a·niʹas, why has Satan emboldened you to lie to the holy spirit and secretly hold back some of the price of the field? 4 As long as it remained with you, did it not remain yours? And after it was sold, was it not in your control? Why have you thought up such a deed as this in your heart? You have lied, not to men, but to God.” 5 On hearing these words, An·a·niʹas collapsed and died. And great fear came over all those who heard about it. 6 Then the younger men rose, wrapped him in cloths, carried him out, and buried him. 7 Now after an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter said to her: “Tell me, did you two sell the field for so much?” She said: “Yes, for that amount.” 9 So Peter said to her: “Why did you two agree to make a test of the spirit of Jehovah? Look! The feet of those who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Instantly she collapsed at his feet and died. When the young men came in, they found her dead and they carried her out and buried her alongside her husband. 11 So great fear came over the whole congregation and over all those hearing about these things.



^  (Acts 4:32) Moreover, the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and not even one of them would say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.



^  (1 Cor. 1:10) Now I urge you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you should all speak in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you may be completely united in the same mind and in the same line of thought.



^  (1 John 3:16-18) By this we have come to know love, because that one surrendered his life* for us, and we are under obligation to surrender our lives* for our brothers. 17 But whoever has the material possessions of this world and sees his brother in need and yet refuses to show him compassion, in what way does the love of God remain in him? 18 Little children, we should love, not in word or with the tongue, but in deed and truth.

Or “soul.”
Or “souls.”


^  (Acts 5:2) But he secretly held back some of the price, with his wife’s knowledge, and he brought just a part of it and deposited it at the feet of the apostles.



^  (Acts 5:4) As long as it remained with you, did it not remain yours? And after it was sold, was it not in your control? Why have you thought up such a deed as this in your heart? You have lied, not to men, but to God.”



^  (Matt. 6:1-3) “Take care not to practice your righteousness in front of men to be noticed by them; otherwise you will have no reward with your Father who is in the heavens. 2 So when you make gifts of mercy, do not blow a trumpet ahead of you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be glorified by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 But you, when making gifts of mercy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,



^  (2 Cor. 9:7) Let each one do just as he has resolved in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.



^  (Mark 12:41-44) And he sat down with the treasury chests in view and began observing how the crowd was dropping money into the treasury chests, and many rich people were dropping in many coins. 42 Now a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins of very little value. 43 So he called his disciples to him and said to them: “Truly I say to you that this poor widow put in more than all the others who put money into the treasury chests. 44 For they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her want,* put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Or “poverty.”


^  (Matt. 22:37-40) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.”



^ (Matt. 10:2) The names of the 12 apostles are these: First, Simon, the one called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebʹe·dee and John his brother;



^ (John 1:42) and he led him to Jesus. When Jesus looked at him, he said: “You are Simon, the son of John; you will be called Ceʹphas” (which is translated “Peter”).



^ (Acts 15:14) Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name.



^ (Mark 1:29-31) At that they left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon and Andrew with James and John. 30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was lying down sick with a fever, and they at once told him about her. 31 Going to her, he took her by the hand and raised her up. The fever left her, and she began ministering to them.



^ (John 1:44) Now Philip was from Beth·saʹi·da, from the city of Andrew and Peter.



^ (Luke 4:31) He then went down to Ca·perʹna·um, a city of Galʹi·lee. And he was teaching them on the Sabbath,



^ (Luke 4:38) After leaving the synagogue, he entered into Simon’s home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering with a high fever, and they asked him to help her.



^ (Luke 5:1-11) On one occasion when the crowd was pressing in on him and listening to the word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gen·nesʹa·ret. 2 And he saw two boats docked at the lakeside, but the fishermen had got out of them and were washing off their nets. 3 Going aboard one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to pull away a bit from land. Then he sat down, and he began teaching the crowds from the boat. 4 When he stopped speaking, he said to Simon: “Pull out to where it is deep, and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 But in reply Simon said: “Instructor, we toiled all night and caught nothing, but at your word I will lower the nets.” 6 Well, when they did this, they caught a great number of fish. In fact, their nets began ripping apart. 7 So they motioned to their partners in the other boat to come and assist them, and they came and filled both boats, so that these began to sink. 8 Seeing this, Simon Peter fell down at the knees of Jesus, saying: “Depart from me, Lord,* because I am a sinful man.” 9 For both he and those with him were overwhelmed with astonishment at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and the same was true of both James and John, Zebʹe·dee’s sons, who were partners with Simon. But Jesus said to Simon: “Stop being afraid. From now on you will be catching men* alive.” 11 So they brought the boats back to land and abandoned everything and followed him.

Or “Master.”
Or “people.”


^ (Matt. 4:18-22) Walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 20 At once they abandoned their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two others who were brothers, James the son of Zebʹe·dee and his brother John. They were in the boat with Zebʹe·dee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 At once they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 1:16-18) While walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw Simon and Simon’s brother Andrew casting their nets into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 So Jesus said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 18 And at once they abandoned their nets and followed him.

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 3:13-16) He ascended a mountain and summoned those whom he wanted, and they came to him. 14 And he formed* a group of 12, whom he also named apostles, those who were to accompany him and whom he would send out to preach 15 and to have authority to expel demons. 16 And the group of 12 that he formed* were Simon, to whom he also gave the name Peter,

Or “appointed.”
Or “appointed.”


^ (Matt. 17:1, 2) Six days later Jesus took Peter and James and his brother John along and led them up into a lofty mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them; his face shone as the sun, and his outer garments became brilliant* as the light.

Or “white.”


^ (Matt. 26:36-46) Then Jesus came with them to the spot called Geth·semʹa·ne, and he said to the disciples: “Sit down here while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking along Peter and the two sons of Zebʹe·dee, he began to feel grieved and to be greatly troubled. 38 Then he said to them: “I am deeply grieved, even to death. Stay here and keep on the watch with me.” 39 And going a little way forward, he fell facedown, praying: “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass away from me. Yet, not as I will, but as you will.” 40 He returned to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter: “Could you not so much as keep on the watch for one hour with me? 41 Keep on the watch and pray continually, so that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit, of course, is eager,* but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, a second time, he went off and prayed: “My Father, if it is not possible for this to pass away unless I drink it, let your will take place.” 43 And he came again and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So leaving them, he again went off and prayed for a third time, saying once more the same thing. 45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them: “At such a time as this, you are sleeping and resting! Look! The hour has drawn near for the Son of man to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Get up, let us go. Look! My betrayer has drawn near.”

Or “willing.”


^ (Mark 5:22-24) One of the presiding officers of the synagogue, named Jaʹi·rus, now came, and on catching sight of him, he fell at his feet. 23 He pleaded with him many times, saying: “My little daughter is extremely ill. Please come and put your hands on her so that she may get well and live.” 24 At that Jesus went with him, and a large crowd was following him and pressing against him.



^ (Mark 5:35-42) While he was yet speaking, some men from the home of the presiding officer of the synagogue came and said: “Your daughter died! Why bother the Teacher any longer?” 36 But Jesus overheard their words and said to the presiding officer of the synagogue: “Have no fear,* only exercise faith.” 37 Now he did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James, and John the brother of James. 38 So they came to the house of the presiding officer of the synagogue, and he saw the commotion and those weeping and wailing loudly. 39 After stepping in, he said to them: “Why are you weeping and causing this commotion? The child has not died but is sleeping.” 40 At this they began to laugh at him scornfully. But after sending them all outside, he took the child’s father and mother and those with him, and he went in where the child was. 41 Then, taking the hand of the child, he said to her: “Talʹi·tha cuʹmi,” which, when translated, means: “Little girl, I say to you, get up!” 42 And immediately the girl rose and began walking. (She was 12 years old.) And at once they were beside themselves with great ecstasy.

Or “Stop being afraid.”


^ (Luke 22:39-46) On leaving, he went as was his custom to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. 40 On arriving at the place, he said to them: “Carry on prayer so that you do not enter into temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw away, and he bent his knees and began to pray, 42 saying: “Father, if you want to, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, let, not my will, but yours take place.” 43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 But he was in such agony that he kept praying more earnestly; and his sweat became as drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 When he rose from prayer and went to the disciples, he found them slumbering, exhausted from grief. 46 He said to them: “Why are you sleeping? Get up and keep praying, so that you do not enter into temptation.”



^ (Mark 13:1-4) As he was going out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him: “Teacher, see! what wonderful stones and buildings!” 2 However, Jesus said to him: “Do you see these great buildings? By no means will a stone be left here upon a stone and not be thrown down.” 3 As he was sitting on the Mount of Olives with the temple in view, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately: 4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are to come to a conclusion?”



^ (Matt. 15:15) Peter responded: “Make the illustration plain to us.”



^ (Matt. 18:21) Then Peter came and said to him: “Lord, how many times is my brother to sin against me and am I to forgive him? Up to seven times?”



^ (Matt. 19:27-29) Then Peter said in reply: “Look! We have left all things and followed you; what, then, will there be for us?” 28 Jesus said to them: “Truly I say to you, in the re-creation, when the Son of man sits down on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will sit on 12 thrones, judging the 12 tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands for the sake of my name will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit everlasting life.



^ (Luke 12:41) Then Peter said: “Lord, are you telling this illustration just to us or also to everyone?”



^ (John 13:36-38) Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered: “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.” 37 Peter said to him: “Lord, why is it I cannot follow you now? I will surrender my life in your behalf.” 38 Jesus answered: “Will you surrender your life in my behalf? Most truly I say to you, a rooster will by no means crow until you have disowned me three times.”



^ (John 13:5-10) After that he put water into a basin and started to wash the feet of the disciples and to dry them off with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 Then he came to Simon Peter. He said to him: “Lord, are you washing my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him: “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will understand after these things.” 8 Peter said to him: “You will certainly never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him: “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him: “Lord, wash not only my feet but also my hands and my head.” 10 Jesus said to him: “Whoever has bathed does not need to have more than his feet washed, but is completely clean. And you men are clean, but not all of you.”



^ (Matt. 16:21-23) From that time forward, Jesus began explaining to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and on the third day be raised up. 22 At this Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying: “Be kind to yourself, Lord; you will not have this happen to you at all.” 23 But turning his back,* he said to Peter: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me, because you think, not God’s thoughts, but those of men.”*

Or “turning around.”
Or “you have, not God’s mind, but that of humans.”


^ (Matt. 26:31-35) Then Jesus said to them: “All of you will be stumbled in connection with me on this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered about.’ 32 But after I have been raised up, I will go ahead of you into Galʹi·lee.” 33 But Peter, in response, said to him: “Although all the others are stumbled in connection with you, I will never be stumbled!” 34 Jesus said to him: “Truly I say to you, on this night, before a rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 35 Peter said to him: “Even if I should have to die with you, I will by no means disown you.” All the other disciples also said the same thing.



^ (Matt. 26:51, 52) But look! one of those with Jesus reached out his hand and drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, taking off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.



^ (Matt. 26:69-75) Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant girl came up to him and said: “You too were with Jesus the Gal·i·leʹan!” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying: “I do not know what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the gatehouse, another girl noticed him and said to those there: “This man was with Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ.” 72 Again he denied it, with an oath: “I do not know the man!” 73 After a little while, those standing around came up and said to Peter: “Certainly you are also one of them, for in fact, your dialect gives you away.” 74 Then he started to curse and swear: “I do not know the man!” And immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter called to mind what Jesus had said, namely: “Before a rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.



^ (John 21:1-22) After this Jesus manifested himself* again to the disciples, at the Sea of Ti·beʹri·as. He made the manifestation in this way. 2 There were together Simon Peter, Thomas (who was called the Twin), Na·thanʹa·el from Caʹna of Galʹi·lee, the sons of Zebʹe·dee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them: “I am going fishing.” They said to him: “We are coming with you.” They went out and got aboard the boat, but during that night they caught nothing. 4 However, just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the beach, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jesus said to them: “Children, you do not have anything to eat, do you?” They answered: “No!” 6 He said to them: “Cast the net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So they cast it, but they were not able to haul it in because of the large number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter: “It is the Lord!” Now Simon Peter, on hearing that it was the Lord, put on* his outer garment, for he was naked, and plunged into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the small boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not a long way from land, only about 300 feet away. 9 When they came ashore, they saw there a charcoal fire with fish lying on it and bread. 10 Jesus said to them: “Bring some of the fish you just now caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went on board and hauled the net ashore full of big fish, 153 of them. And though there were so many, the net did not burst. 12 Jesus said to them: “Come, have your breakfast.” Not one of the disciples had the courage to ask him: “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after being raised up from the dead. 15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again he said to him a second time: “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He replied: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Shepherd my little sheep.” 17 He said to him a third time: “Simon son of John, do you have affection for me?” Peter became grieved that he asked him the third time: “Do you have affection for me?” So he said to him: “Lord, you are aware of all things; you know that I have affection for you.” Jesus said to him: “Feed my little sheep. 18 Most truly I say to you, when you were younger, you used to clothe yourself and walk about where you wanted. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and another man will clothe you and carry you where you do not wish.” 19 He said this to indicate by what sort of death he would glorify God. After he said this, he said to him: “Continue following me.” 20 Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one betraying you?” 21 So when he caught sight of him, Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him: “If it is my will for him to remain until I come, of what concern is that to you? You continue following me.”

Or “appeared.”
Or “wrapped around himself; girded about himself.”


^ (1 Pet. 5:13) She who is in Babylon, a chosen one like you, sends you her greetings, and so does Mark, my son.



^ (Gal. 2:8, 9) for the one who empowered Peter for an apostleship to those who are circumcised also empowered me for those who are of the nations— 9 and when they recognized the undeserved kindness that was given me, James and Ceʹphas and John, the ones who seemed to be pillars, gave Barʹna·bas and me the right hand of fellowship, so that we should go to the nations but they to those who are circumcised.



^ (Matt. 10:2) The names of the 12 apostles are these: First, Simon, the one called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebʹe·dee and John his brother;



^ (Matt. 27:55, 56) And many women were there watching from a distance, who had accompanied Jesus from Galʹi·lee to minister to him; 56 among them were Mary Magʹda·lene and Mary the mother of James and Joʹses and the mother of the sons of Zebʹe·dee.



^ (Mark 15:40) There were also women watching from a distance, among them Mary Magʹda·lene as well as Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joʹses, and Sa·loʹme,



^ (Luke 5:9, 10) For both he and those with him were overwhelmed with astonishment at the catch of fish they had taken, 10 and the same was true of both James and John, Zebʹe·dee’s sons, who were partners with Simon. But Jesus said to Simon: “Stop being afraid. From now on you will be catching men* alive.”

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 1:20) and without delay he called them. So they left their father Zebʹe·dee in the boat with the hired men and went off after him.



^ (Mark 16:1) So when the Sabbath was over, Mary Magʹda·lene, Mary the mother of James, and Sa·loʹme bought spices in order to come and apply them to his body.



^ (John 19:40) So they took the body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the spices, according to the burial custom of the Jews.



^ (John 19:26, 27) So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother: “Woman, see! Your son!” 27 Next he said to the disciple: “See! Your mother!” And from that hour on, the disciple took her into his own home.



^ (John 1:35, 36) Again the next day, John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he looked at Jesus walking, he said: “See, the Lamb of God!”



^ (John 1:40) Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who heard what John said and followed Jesus.



^ (John 2:1-11) And on the third day a marriage feast took place in Caʹna of Galʹi·lee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples were also invited to the marriage feast. 3 When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to him: “They have no wine.” 4 But Jesus said to her: “Woman, why is that of concern to me and to you? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to those serving: “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now there were six stone water jars sitting there as required by the purification rules of the Jews, each able to hold two or three liquid measures. 7 Jesus said to them: “Fill the jars with water.” So they filled them to the brim. 8 Then he said to them: “Now draw some out and take it to the director of the feast.” So they took it. 9 When the director of the feast tasted the water that had now been turned into wine, not knowing where it came from (although the servants who had drawn out the water knew), the director of the feast called the bridegroom 10 and said to him: “Everyone else puts out the fine wine first, and when people are intoxicated, the inferior. You have saved the fine wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this in Caʹna of Galʹi·lee as the beginning of his signs, and he made his glory manifest, and his disciples put their faith in him.



^ (Matt. 4:18-22) Walking alongside the Sea of Galʹi·lee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.”* 20 At once they abandoned their nets and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two others who were brothers, James the son of Zebʹe·dee and his brother John. They were in the boat with Zebʹe·dee their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 At once they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Or “people.”


^ (Mark 3:17) James the son of Zebʹe·dee and John the brother of James (he also gave these the name Bo·a·nerʹges, which means “Sons of Thunder”),



^ (Matt. 20:20-28) Then the mother of the sons of Zebʹe·dee approached him with her sons, doing obeisance and asking for something from him. 21 He said to her: “What do you want?” She replied to him: “Give the word that these two sons of mine may sit down, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your Kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered: “You do not know what you are asking for. Can you drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to him: “We can.” 23 He said to them: “You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit down at my right hand and at my left is not mine to give, but it belongs to those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” 24 When the ten others heard about it, they became indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said: “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over them and the great men wield authority over them. 26 This must not be the way among you; but whoever wants to become great among you must be your minister, 27 and whoever wants to be first among you must be your slave. 28 Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”



^ (Luke 9:49-56) In response John said: “Instructor, we saw someone expelling demons by using your name, and we tried to prevent him, because he is not following with us.”* 50 But Jesus said to him: “Do not try to prevent him, for whoever is not against you is for you.” 51 As the days were drawing near* for him to be taken up, he resolutely set his face to go to Jerusalem. 52 So he sent messengers ahead of him. And they went and entered a village of Sa·marʹi·tans to make preparations for him. 53 But they did not receive him, because he was determined to go to Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they said: “Lord,* do you want us to call fire down from heaven and annihilate them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 So they went to a different village.

Or “he is not a follower along with us.”
Lit., “were coming to the full; were being fulfilled.”
Or “Master.”


^ (John 19:26, 27) So when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother: “Woman, see! Your son!” 27 Next he said to the disciple: “See! Your mother!” And from that hour on, the disciple took her into his own home.



^ (John 21:7) Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter: “It is the Lord!” Now Simon Peter, on hearing that it was the Lord, put on* his outer garment, for he was naked, and plunged into the sea.

Or “wrapped around himself; girded about himself.”


^ (John 21:20) Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one betraying you?”



^ (John 21:24) This is the disciple who gives this witness about these things and who wrote these things, and we know that his witness is true.



^ (John 21:20-22) Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one betraying you?” 21 So when he caught sight of him, Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him: “If it is my will for him to remain until I come, of what concern is that to you? You continue following me.”



^ (Rev. 1:1, 2) A revelation* by Jesus Christ, which God gave him, to show his slaves the things that must shortly take place. And he sent his angel and presented it in signs through him to his slave John, 2 who bore witness to the word God gave and to the witness Jesus Christ gave, yes, to all the things he saw.

Or “A disclosure; An uncovering.”


^ (Rev. 1:9) I John, your brother and a sharer with you in the tribulation and kingdom and endurance in association with Jesus, was on the island called Patʹmos for speaking about God and bearing witness concerning Jesus.







^  There may have been only about 6,000 Pharisees and a smaller number of Sadducees in Jerusalem in 33 C.E. This may indicate another reason why these two groups felt increasingly threatened by the teachings of Jesus.









^ ***sjj song 54 “This Is the Way”***


SONG 54

“This Is the Way”


(Isaiah 30:20, 21)


	1. There is a way of peace,

The way you’ve come to know.

It is the way you learned,

The way of long ago,

The way that Jesus taught you

When his voice you heard.

This is the way of peace,

Found in Jehovah’s Word.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’





	2. There is a way of love,

No need to look around.

God’s voice has shown the way

He lets himself be found.

His love is full and good;

His love is warm and true.

This is the way of love;

It touches all we do.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’





	3. There is a way of life,

No need to look behind.

Our God has promised us:

No better way we’ll find,

No higher way to peace,

No finer way to love.

This is the way to life,

Thanks to our God above.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’









(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)





^ (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.



^ (Ps. 139:24) See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.



^ (Prov. 6:23) For the commandment is a lamp, And the law is a light, And the reproofs of discipline are the way to life.















^ ***sjj song 124 Ever Loyal***


SONG 124

Ever Loyal


(Psalm 18:25)


	1. Ever loyal to Jehovah,

Loyal love we wish to show.

As a people, dedicated,

His commands we want to know.

His advice will never fail us,

And his counsel we obey.

He is loyal; we can trust him.

From his side we’ll never stray.



	2. Ever loyal to our brothers,

Sticking close in times of need.

Ever caring, always trusting,

Ever kind in word and deed.

We show honor to our brothers

And respect them from the heart.

Ever loyal, ever closer,

From their side we’ll never part.



	3. Ever loyal to their guidance

When our brothers lead the way.

When they give us clear direction,

May we loyally obey.

Then the blessing from Jehovah

Will be ours to make us strong.

When we’re loyal, ever faithful,

To Jehovah we’ll belong.







(See also Ps. 149:1; 1 Tim. 2:8; Heb. 13:17.)





^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 149:1) Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (1 Tim. 2:8) So I desire that in every place the men carry on prayer, lifting up loyal hands, without anger and debates.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”








^ ***w10 10/15 pp. 3-4 “Who Has Come to Know the Mind of Jehovah?”***

Beware of a Wrong Tendency

4, 5. (a) What wrong tendency do we need to avoid? Explain. (b) The Israelites fell into what wrong way of thinking?

4 As we meditate on Jehovah’s activities, we need to avoid the tendency to judge God by human standards. This tendency is alluded to in Jehovah’s words as recorded at Psalm 50:21: “You imagined that I would positively become like you.” It is as one Bible scholar stated over 175 years ago: “Men are apt to judge of God by themselves, and to suppose him restricted by such laws as they deem proper for their own observance.”

5 We need to be careful not to shape our concept of Jehovah so as to conform it to our own standards and desires. Why is this important? Well, as we study the Scriptures, some of Jehovah’s actions may seem to be not quite right from our limited, imperfect viewpoint. The ancient Israelites fell into that way of thinking and drew a wrong conclusion concerning Jehovah’s dealings with them. Notice what Jehovah said to them: “You people will certainly say: ‘The way of Jehovah is not adjusted right.’ Hear, please, O house of Israel. Is not my own way adjusted right? Are not the ways of you people not adjusted right?”​—Ezek. 18:25.

 6. What lesson did Job learn, and how can we benefit from his experience?

6 A key to avoiding the trap of judging Jehovah by our own standards is to recognize that our viewpoint is limited and at times seriously flawed. Job needed to learn this lesson. During his time of suffering, Job struggled with despair and became somewhat self-centered. He lost sight of the bigger issues. But Jehovah lovingly helped him to broaden his viewpoint. By asking Job over 70 different questions, none of which Job could answer, Jehovah emphasized the limitations of Job’s understanding. Job reacted in a humble way, adjusting his viewpoint.​—Read Job 42:1-6.



^  (Ps. 50:21) When you did these things, I remained silent, So you thought that I would be just like you. But now I will reprove you, And I will state my case against you.



^  (Ezek. 18:25) “‘But you will say: “The way of Jehovah is unjust.” Please listen, O house of Israel! Is it my way that is unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust?



^  (Job 42:1-6) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”








^ ***w17 June p. 25 Keep Your Eyes on the Big Issue***


12 Was Jehovah harsh in giving such straightforward counsel after Job had endured so severe a trial? God was not, and Job did not think so. Despite his ordeal, Job finally began to speak appreciatively. He even stated: “I take back what I said, and I repent in dust and ashes.” Such was the effect of Jehovah’s pointed but refreshing counsel. (Job 42:1-6) Earlier, Job had also received corrective counsel from young Elihu. (Job 32:5-10) After Job responded to God’s reproof and corrected his view, Jehovah expressed to others his approval of Job’s faithfulness under trial.​—Job 42:7, 8.





^  (Job 42:1-6) Then Job said in reply to Jehovah:  2 “Now I know that you are able to do all things And that nothing you have in mind to do is impossible for you.  3 You said, ‘Who is this who is obscuring my counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I spoke, but without understanding About things too wonderful for me, which I do not know.  4 You said, ‘Please listen, and I will speak. I will question you, and you inform me.’  5 My ears have heard about you, But now I do see you with my eyes.  6 That is why I take back what I said,* And I repent in dust and ashes.”

Or “make a retraction.”


^  (Job 32:5-10) When E·liʹhu saw that the three men had nothing to say in answer, his anger flared up. 6 So E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite began to speak, saying: “I am young* And you men are aged. So I respectfully held back, And I dared not tell you what I know.  7 I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’  8 But it is the spirit in people, The breath of the Almighty, that gives them understanding.  9 Age alone does not* make one wise, Nor is it only old men who understand what is right. 10 So I say, ‘Listen to me, And I will also tell you what I know.’

Lit., “small in days.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “Many days alone do not.”


^  (Job 42:7, 8) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.”

Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”








^ ***w22 June p. 25 “Hope in Jehovah”***


YOUR HOPE WILL SUSTAIN YOU

17. What do you learn from the example of the faithful men and women mentioned in Hebrews chapter 11?

17 Job is just one of Jehovah’s servants who remained courageous and strong during severe trials. In his letter to the Hebrews, the apostle Paul refers to many others, calling them “a great cloud of witnesses.” (Heb. 12:1) They all went through severe trials; yet, they built an outstanding record of faithfulness to Jehovah. (Heb. 11:36-40) Were their endurance and hard work wasted? Most definitely not! Even though during their lifetime they never saw the fulfillment of all of God’s promises, they continued to hope in Jehovah. And because they were certain that they had gained Jehovah’s approval, they were confident that they would see the promises come true. (Heb. 11:4, 5) Their example can strengthen our resolve to continue hoping in Jehovah.

18. What are you determined to do? (Hebrews 11:6)

18 Today we live in a world that is going from bad to worse. (2 Tim. 3:13) Satan has not finished putting God’s people to the test. Regardless of the challenges that lie ahead, may we be determined to work hard for Jehovah, confident that “we have rested our hope on a living God.” (1 Tim. 4:10) Remember, the outcome that God gave to Job proves “that Jehovah is very tender in affection and merciful.” (Jas. 5:11) May we too remain loyal to Jehovah, certain that he will reward “those earnestly seeking him.”​—Read Hebrews 11:6.





^ (Heb. 11:1-40) Faith is the assured expectation of what is hoped for, the evident demonstration* of realities that are not seen. 2 For by means of it, the men of ancient times* had witness borne to them. 3 By faith we perceive that the systems of things* were put in order by God’s word, so that what is seen has come into existence from things that are not visible. 4 By faith Abel offered God a sacrifice of greater worth than that of Cain, and through that faith he received the witness that he was righteous, for God approved* his gifts, and although he died, he still speaks through his faith. 5 By faith Eʹnoch was transferred so as not to see death, and he was nowhere to be found because God had transferred him; for before he was transferred he received the witness that he had pleased God well. 6 Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him. 7 By faith Noah, after receiving divine warning of things not yet seen, showed godly fear and constructed an ark for the saving of his household; and through this faith he condemned the world, and he became an heir of the righteousness that results from faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place he was to receive as an inheritance; he went out, although not knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he lived as a foreigner in the land of the promise as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the very same promise. 10 For he was awaiting the city having real foundations, whose designer* and builder is God. 11 By faith also Sarah received power to conceive offspring,* even when she was past the age, since she considered Him faithful* who made the promise. 12 For this reason, from one man who was as good as dead, there were born children, as many as the stars of heaven in number and as innumerable as the sands by the seaside. 13 In faith all of these died, although they did not receive the fulfillment of the promises; but they saw them from a distance and welcomed them and publicly declared that they were strangers and temporary residents in the land. 14 For those who speak in such a way make it evident that they are earnestly seeking a place of their own. 15 And yet, if they had kept remembering the place from which they had departed, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they are reaching out for a better place, that is, one belonging to heaven. Therefore, God is not ashamed of them, to be called on as their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, as good as offered up Isaac—the man who had gladly received the promises attempted to offer up his only-begotten son— 18 although it had been said to him: “What will be called your offspring* will be through Isaac.” 19 But he reasoned that God was able to raise him up even from the dead, and he did receive him from there in an illustrative way. 20 By faith also Isaac blessed Jacob and Eʹsau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when about to die, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and worshipped while leaning on the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, nearing his end, spoke of the exodus of the sons of Israel, and he gave instructions* concerning his bones.* 23 By faith Moses was hid by his parents for three months after his birth, because they saw that the young child was beautiful and they did not fear the order of the king. 24 By faith Moses, when grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharʹaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing to be mistreated with the people of God rather than to have the temporary enjoyment of sin, 26 because he considered the reproach of the Christ to be riches greater than the treasures of Egypt, for he looked intently toward the payment of the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, but not fearing the anger of the king, for he continued steadfast as seeing the One who is invisible. 28 By faith he observed the Passover and the splashing of the blood, so that the destroyer might not harm* their firstborn. 29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as on dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted it, they were swallowed up. 30 By faith the walls of Jerʹi·cho fell down after the people had marched around them for seven days. 31 By faith Raʹhab the prostitute did not perish with those who acted disobediently, because she received the spies in a peaceable way. 32 And what more will I say? For time will fail me if I go on to relate about Gidʹe·on, Baʹrak, Samson, Jephʹthah, David, as well as Samuel and the other prophets. 33 Through faith they defeated kingdoms, brought about righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the force of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from a weak state were made powerful, became mighty in war, routed invading armies. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection, but other men were tortured because they would not accept release by some ransom, in order that they might attain a better resurrection. 36 Yes, others received their trial by mockings and scourgings, indeed, more than that, by chains and prisons. 37 They were stoned, they were tried, they were sawn in two,* they were slaughtered by the sword, they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, while they were in need, in tribulation, mistreated; 38 and the world was not worthy of them. They wandered about in deserts and mountains and caves and dens of the earth. 39 And yet all of these, although they received a favorable witness because of their faith, did not obtain the fulfillment of the promise, 40 because God had foreseen something better for us, so that they might not be made perfect apart from us.

Or “convincing evidence.”
Or “our ancestors.”
Or “the ages.” See Glossary.
Or “bore witness by acknowledging.”
Or “exists.”
Or “architect.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “trustworthy.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “a command.”
Or “burial.”
Lit., “touch.”
Or “sawn apart.”


^  (Heb. 12:1) So, then, because we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also throw off every weight and the sin that easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,



^  (Heb. 11:36-40) Yes, others received their trial by mockings and scourgings, indeed, more than that, by chains and prisons. 37 They were stoned, they were tried, they were sawn in two,* they were slaughtered by the sword, they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, while they were in need, in tribulation, mistreated; 38 and the world was not worthy of them. They wandered about in deserts and mountains and caves and dens of the earth. 39 And yet all of these, although they received a favorable witness because of their faith, did not obtain the fulfillment of the promise, 40 because God had foreseen something better for us, so that they might not be made perfect apart from us.

Or “sawn apart.”


^  (Heb. 11:4, 5) By faith Abel offered God a sacrifice of greater worth than that of Cain, and through that faith he received the witness that he was righteous, for God approved* his gifts, and although he died, he still speaks through his faith. 5 By faith Eʹnoch was transferred so as not to see death, and he was nowhere to be found because God had transferred him; for before he was transferred he received the witness that he had pleased God well.

Or “bore witness by acknowledging.”


^ (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^  (2 Tim. 3:13) But wicked men and impostors will advance from bad to worse, misleading and being misled.



^  (1 Tim. 4:10) This is why we are working hard and exerting ourselves, because we have rested our hope on a living God, who is a Savior of all sorts of men, especially of faithful ones.



^  (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”


^  (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”








^ ***it-2 p. 808 Ridicule***

Job was a man righteously maintaining his integrity through great ridicule. But he developed the wrong viewpoint and made a mistake, for which he was corrected. Elihu said of him: “What able-bodied man is like Job, who drinks up derision like water?” (Job 34:7) Job became too concerned with his own justification rather than God’s, and he tended to magnify his own righteousness more than God’s. (Job 35:2; 36:24) In receiving the severe ridicule of his three “companions,” Job tended to count it directed toward himself rather than toward God. In this he was like a person who gives himself up to derision and ridicule and delights in it, taking it in as though he were drinking water with enjoyment. God later explained to Job that these ridiculers were actually (in the final analysis) speaking untruth against God. (Job 42:7) Similarly, Jehovah told the prophet Samuel when Israel demanded a king: “It is not you whom they have rejected, but it is I whom they have rejected from being king over them.” (1Sa 8:7) And Jesus said to his disciples: “You will be objects of hatred by all the nations [not on your own account, but] on account of my name.” (Mt 24:9) Keeping these things in mind will enable the Christian to endure ridicule in the right spirit and will qualify him to receive a reward for his endurance.​—Lu 6:22, 23.



^ (Job 34:7) What other man is like Job, Who drinks up derision like water?



^ (Job 35:2) “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?



^ (Job 36:24) Remember to magnify his activity, Of which men have sung.



^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.



^ (1 Sam. 8:7) and Jehovah said to Samuel: “Listen to everything the people say to you; for it is not you whom they have rejected, but it is I whom they have rejected as their king.



^ (Matt. 24:9) “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of my name.



^ (Luke 6:22, 23) “Happy are you whenever men hate you, and when they exclude you and reproach* you and denounce* your name as wicked for the sake of the Son of man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for look! your reward is great in heaven, for those are the same things their forefathers used to do to the prophets.

Or “insult.”
Or “cast out.”








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 3***


Imitate Paul

3. Choose appealing words. For example, when speaking with someone from a non-Christian background, you may need to adjust the way you introduce the Bible or how you refer to Jesus.








^ ***lff lesson 13 point 6***



6. God wants to free people from false religion

Read Revelation 18:4,* and then discuss this question:

	  How does it make you feel to know that God wants to save individuals who have been misled by false religion?





7. Continue learning about the true God

Should false religion affect your view of God? Imagine a son who rejects the wise direction his father has given him. The son leaves home and leads a corrupt life. The father does not approve of his son’s actions. Why would it not be fair to blame the father for the way his rebellious son is living?

	  Would it be fair to blame Jehovah and stop learning about him because of the actions of false religion?






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I’m not interested in God because religion is the cause of so many problems.”

	  Do you feel that way?



	  Why should the actions of false religion not affect our view of Jehovah?













^ (Rev. 18:4) And I heard another voice out of heaven say: “Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues.







^  To find out why the book of Revelation describes false religion as a woman named Babylon the Great, see Endnote 1.









^ ***lmd lesson 11 point 4***


3. Do not talk too much. Rather than relating all that you know about a subject, focus on the material in the study publication. After you ask a question, wait patiently for your student to answer. If he does not know the answer or expresses a viewpoint that conflicts with Bible teachings, use additional questions to help him reason on the matter. Once your student understands the main point, move on.

4. Help your student connect new teachings with what he already knows. For example, before beginning a lesson about the resurrection, you might briefly review what the student has already learned about the condition of the dead.








^ ***lmd Truths We Love to Teach***


	2. The earth will never be destroyed.​—Ps. 104:5; Eccl. 1:4.









^ (Ps. 104:5) He has established the earth on its foundations; It will not be moved from its place* forever and ever.

Or “will not totter.”


^ (Eccl. 1:4) A generation is going, and a generation is coming, But the earth remains* forever.

Lit., “is standing.”








^ ***th p. 16 Practical Value Made Clear***


STUDY 13

Practical Value Made Clear



Proverbs 3:21

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to understand how your subject affects their lives, and show them what to do with what they learn.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on why your listeners need to hear the information you are sharing, and consider what aspect of the topic will be particularly helpful to them.



	  Throughout your presentation, show your listeners what to do. Right from the start, each listener should realize, ‘This involves me.’ As you develop each main point, show how to apply it. Avoid speaking in generalities.

Discuss the application of Bible principles lovingly and empathetically. Rather than burdening others with guilt, strengthen their love and faith, confident that their heart will motivate them to do the right thing.













IN THE MINISTRY


When preparing to preach, give thought to what is in the news and to topics that may interest people in your territory. Adapt your comments to address what is most practical then and there. Ask tactful questions that draw out a person’s concerns and interests. Then listen to the response, and adapt your teaching accordingly.







^ (Prov. 3:21) My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.








^ ***sjj song 108 God’s Loyal Love***


SONG 108

God’s Loyal Love


(Isaiah 55:1-3)


	1. Loyal love! God is love.

We can sense his care from above.

God by means of his precious Son

Paid the ransom for ev’ryone,

Giving hope that we might possess

Life eternal and happiness.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	2. Loyal love! God is love.

All his works give proof of his love.

Love Jehovah has further shown,

Giving Jesus the kingly throne.

God’s own purpose has come to pass.

See! His Kingdom is here at last!

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	3. Loyal love! God is love.

May his spirit move us to love.

As we loyally help the meek,

God’s commandments they learn to keep.

We are serving with godly fear,

Preaching boldly for all to hear.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.









(See also Ps. 33:5; 57:10; Eph. 1:7.)





^ (Isa. 55:1-3) Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why do you keep paying out money for what is not bread, And why spend your earnings* for what brings no satisfaction? Listen intently to me, and eat what is good, And you* will find great delight in what is truly rich.*  3 Incline your ear and come to me. Listen, and you* will keep alive, And I will readily make with you an everlasting covenant In harmony with the expressions of loyal love to David, which are faithful.*

Or “hard-earned money.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “in fatness.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable.”


^ (Ps. 33:5) He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.



^ (Ps. 57:10) For your loyal love is great, as high as the heavens, And your faithfulness, up to the skies.



^ (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.









^ ***bt pp. 37-39 “We Must Obey God as Ruler”***


1-3. (a) Why have the apostles been brought before the Sanhedrin, and the issue boils down to what? (b) Why are we keenly interested in the apostles’ stand?

THE judges of the Sanhedrin are simmering with rage! The apostles of Jesus are standing trial before this high court. The reason? Joseph Caiaphas, the high priest and president of the Sanhedrin, sternly addresses them: “We strictly ordered you not to keep teaching on the basis of this name.” The angry president cannot bring himself even to utter the name of Jesus. Yet, Caiaphas continues, “you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon us.” (Acts 5:28) The message is clear: Stop preaching​—or else!

2 How will the apostles respond? Their commission to preach came from Jesus, whose authority was divinely bestowed. (Matt. 28:18-20) Will the apostles cave in to fear of man and be silenced? Or will they have the courage to stand firm and continue preaching? The issue really boils down to this: Will they obey God or man? Without hesitation, the apostle Peter speaks for all the apostles. His words are unequivocal and bold.

3 As true Christians, we are keenly interested in how the apostles responded to the threats of the Sanhedrin. The commission to preach applies to us as well. In carrying out this God-given assignment, we too may face opposition. (Matt. 10:22) Opposers may try to restrict or ban our work. What will we do? We can benefit by considering the stand taken by the apostles and the circumstances that led up to their trial before the Sanhedrin.*

THE SANHEDRIN​—HIGH COURT OF THE JEWS


Although Judea was a province of the Roman Empire, Rome permitted the Jews to observe their own traditions and for the most part to govern themselves. Minor crimes and civil cases were handled by local courts, but questions that those courts could not decide were referred to the Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem. This body functioned as the supreme court of the Jewish people and as a national administrative council. It also had the final word on the interpretation of Jewish law, and its authority was respected by Jews everywhere.

The Sanhedrin met in its decision chamber, which appears to have been located either in the temple precincts or in its immediate vicinity. The council was made up of 71 members​—the high priest, who was the president; other priestly nobles, including Sadducees; lay aristocrats; and learned scribes. The decisions of the court were final.





“Jehovah’s Angel Opened the Doors” (Acts 5:12-21a)

4, 5. Why did Caiaphas and the Sadducees become “filled with jealousy”?

4 Recall that when ordered to stop preaching the first time, Peter and John answered: “We cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:20) After that encounter with the Sanhedrin, Peter and John, along with the rest of the apostles, continued preaching in the temple. The apostles performed great signs, such as healing the sick and expelling demons. They did so “in Solomon’s Colonnade,” a covered portico on the east side of the temple, where many Jews would gather. Why, even Peter’s shadow apparently effected cures! Many who were healed physically responded to words of spiritual healing. As a result, “believers in the Lord kept on being added, great numbers both of men and of women.”​—Acts 5:12-15.

5 Caiaphas and the Sadducees, the religious sect to which he belonged, became “filled with jealousy” and had the apostles thrown in jail. (Acts 5:17, 18) Why were the Sadducees outraged? The apostles were teaching that Jesus had been resurrected, yet the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection. The apostles were saying that only by putting faith in Jesus can one be saved, but the Sadducees feared reprisal from Rome if the people looked to Jesus as their Leader. (John 11:48) No wonder the Sadducees were determined to silence the apostles!

 6. Who today are the principal instigators of persecution against Jehovah’s servants, and why should this not surprise us?

6 Today, too, the principal instigators of persecution against Jehovah’s servants are religious opposers. Such ones often try to use their influence with governmental authorities and the media to silence our preaching. Should we be surprised? No. Our message lays bare false religion. By accepting Bible truths, honesthearted people are set free from unscriptural beliefs and practices. (John 8:32) Is it any wonder, then, that our message often causes religious leaders to become filled with jealous hatred?

7, 8. What effect did the angel’s command no doubt have on the apostles, and we do well to ask ourselves what question?

7 Sitting in jail awaiting trial, the apostles may have wondered whether they were about to suffer martyrdom at the hands of their enemies. (Matt. 24:9) But during the night, something most unexpected happened​—“Jehovah’s angel opened the doors of the prison.”* (Acts 5:19) The angel then gave them specific direction: “Take your stand in the temple, and keep on speaking.” (Acts 5:20) That command no doubt assured the apostles that they had been doing the right thing. The angel’s words may also have strengthened them to remain firm no matter what happened. With strong faith and courage, the apostles “entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach.”​—Acts 5:21.

8 Each of us does well to ask, ‘Would I have the faith and courage needed to continue preaching under similar circumstances?’ We may draw strength from knowing that the vital work of “bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God” has angelic backing and direction.​—Acts 28:23; Rev. 14:6, 7.





^  (Acts 5:28) and said: “We strictly ordered you not to keep teaching on the basis of this name, and yet look! you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon us.”



^  (Matt. 28:18-20) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 10:22) And you will be hated by all people on account of my name, but the one who has endured* to the end will be saved.

Or “who endures.”


^ (Acts 5:12-21) Moreover, through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders continued to occur among the people; and they would all meet together in Solʹo·mon’s Colonnade. 13 True, none of the others had the courage to join them; nevertheless, the people were speaking highly of them. 14 More than that, believers in the Lord kept on being added, great numbers both of men and of women. 15 They even brought the sick out into the main streets and laid them there on small beds and mats, so that as Peter would pass by, at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 Also, crowds of people from the cities around Jerusalem kept coming, carrying sick people and those troubled with unclean spirits, and they were one and all cured. 17 But the high priest rose, and all those with him, who were of the sect of the Sadducees, and they were filled with jealousy. 18 And they seized* the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But during the night, Jehovah’s angel opened the doors of the prison, brought them out, and said: 20 “Go and take your stand in the temple, and keep on speaking to the people all the sayings about this life.” 21 After hearing this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the Sanʹhe·drin and the entire assembly of elders of the sons of Israel, and they sent out to the jail to have the apostles brought before them.

Or “arrested.” Lit., “laid hands on.”


^  (Acts 4:20) But as for us, we cannot stop speaking about the things we have seen and heard.”



^  (Acts 5:12-15) Moreover, through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders continued to occur among the people; and they would all meet together in Solʹo·mon’s Colonnade. 13 True, none of the others had the courage to join them; nevertheless, the people were speaking highly of them. 14 More than that, believers in the Lord kept on being added, great numbers both of men and of women. 15 They even brought the sick out into the main streets and laid them there on small beds and mats, so that as Peter would pass by, at least his shadow might fall on some of them.



^  (Acts 5:17, 18) But the high priest rose, and all those with him, who were of the sect of the Sadducees, and they were filled with jealousy. 18 And they seized* the apostles and put them in the public jail.

Or “arrested.” Lit., “laid hands on.”


^  (John 11:48) If we let him go on this way, they will all put faith in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”



^  (John 8:32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”



^  (Matt. 24:9) “Then people will hand you over to tribulation and will kill you, and you will be hated by all the nations on account of my name.



^  (Acts 5:19) But during the night, Jehovah’s angel opened the doors of the prison, brought them out, and said:



^  (Acts 5:20) “Go and take your stand in the temple, and keep on speaking to the people all the sayings about this life.”



^  (Acts 5:21) After hearing this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the Sanʹhe·drin and the entire assembly of elders of the sons of Israel, and they sent out to the jail to have the apostles brought before them.



^  (Acts 28:23) They now arranged for a day to meet with him, and they came in even greater numbers to him in his lodging place. And from morning to evening, he explained the matter to them by bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God, to persuade them about Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets.



^  (Rev. 14:6, 7) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people. 7 He was saying in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of judgment by him has arrived, so worship the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and the springs* of water.”

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”
Or “fountains.”






^  See the box “The Sanhedrin​—High Court of the Jews.”


^  This is the first of some 20 specific references to angels in the book of Acts. Earlier, at Acts 1:10, angels are indirectly referred to as “men in white garments.”






^ (Acts 1:10) And as they were gazing into the sky while he was on his way, suddenly two men in white* garments stood beside them

Or “bright.”








^ ***bt p. 39 “We Must Obey God as Ruler”***

THE SANHEDRIN​—HIGH COURT OF THE JEWS


Although Judea was a province of the Roman Empire, Rome permitted the Jews to observe their own traditions and for the most part to govern themselves. Minor crimes and civil cases were handled by local courts, but questions that those courts could not decide were referred to the Great Sanhedrin in Jerusalem. This body functioned as the supreme court of the Jewish people and as a national administrative council. It also had the final word on the interpretation of Jewish law, and its authority was respected by Jews everywhere.

The Sanhedrin met in its decision chamber, which appears to have been located either in the temple precincts or in its immediate vicinity. The council was made up of 71 members​—the high priest, who was the president; other priestly nobles, including Sadducees; lay aristocrats; and learned scribes. The decisions of the court were final.










^ ***sjj song 126 Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty***


SONG 126

Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty


(1 Corinthians 16:13)


	1. Stay awake, stand firm, grow mighty,

Be determined to endure.

Carry on with manly courage,

For the victory is sure.

We obey Christ Jesus’ clear command;

Under him we firmly take our stand.

(CHORUS)

Stay awake, stand firm, and grow mighty!

Carry on right to the end!





	2. Stay awake, and keep your senses,

Always ready to obey.

Stay alert to Christ’s direction

Through his faithful slave today.

Heed the counsel of the older men,

Who protect his sheep and truth defend.

(CHORUS)

Stay awake, stand firm, and grow mighty!

Carry on right to the end!





	3. Stay awake, remain united

As the good news we defend.

Though our enemies will fight it,

We will preach until the end.

Join the shout of praise throughout the land.

Look! Jehovah’s day is soon at hand!

(CHORUS)

Stay awake, stand firm, and grow mighty!

Carry on right to the end!









(See also Matt. 24:13; Heb. 13:7, 17; 1 Pet. 5:8.)





^ (1 Cor. 16:13) Stay awake, stand firm in the faith, carry on in a manly way, grow mighty.*

Or “be (grow) strong.”


^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”


^ (1 Pet. 5:8) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.*

Or “looking for someone to devour.”














^ ***sjj song 150 Seek God for Your Deliverance***


SONG 150

Seek God for Your Deliverance


(Zephaniah 2:3)


	1. Nations align as one,

Opposing Jehovah’s Son.

Their time of human rulership

By God’s decree now is done.

Rulers have had their day;

God’s Kingdom is here to stay.

Soon Christ will crush earthly enemies.

No more will there be delay.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.





	2. People on earth now choose,

Responding to this good news.

We offer to all men the choice

To hear or proudly refuse.

Trials, although severe,

Need not fill our hearts with fear.

Jehovah cares for his loyal ones;

Our cries for help he will hear.

(CHORUS)

Seek God for your deliverance,

Yes, look to him with confidence.

Seek his righteousness,

Show your faithfulness,

For his sov’reignty, take your stand.

Then see our God deliver you

By his mighty hand.









(See also 1 Sam. 2:9; Ps. 2:2, 3, 9; Prov. 2:8; Matt. 6:33.)





^ (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”


^ (1 Sam. 2:9) He guards the steps of his loyal ones, But the wicked will be silenced in darkness, For not by power does a man prevail.



^ (Ps. 2:2, 3) The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^ (Ps. 2:9) You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Prov. 2:8) He watches over the paths of justice, And he will guard the way of his loyal ones.



^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.









^ ***w21 September pp. 15-16 “I Will Shake All the Nations”***


 8. According to Psalm 2:1-3, how have the majority of the nations reacted to this message?

8 How have people reacted to this message? Most have reacted negatively. (Read Psalm 2:1-3.) The nations have become agitated. They refuse to accept Jehovah’s appointed Ruler. They do not view the Kingdom message we preach as “good news.” In fact, some governments have even banned the preaching work! Even though many of the rulers of these nations claim to serve God, they do not want to give up their own power and authority. So just as the rulers did in Jesus’ day, rulers today oppose Jehovah’s Anointed One by attacking his loyal followers.​—Acts 4:25-28.





^ (Ps. 2:1-3) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^  (Ps. 2:1-3) Why are the nations agitated And the peoples muttering* an empty thing?  2 The kings of the earth take their stand And high officials gather together* as one Against Jehovah and against his anointed one.*  3 They say: “Let us tear off their shackles And throw off their ropes!”

Or “meditating on.”
Or “take counsel together.”
Or “his Christ.”


^  (Acts 4:25-28) and who said through holy spirit by the mouth of our forefather David, your servant: ‘Why did nations become agitated and peoples meditate on empty things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand and the rulers gathered together as one against Jehovah and against his anointed one.’ 27 For truly both Herod and Pontius Pilate with men of the nations and with peoples of Israel were gathered together in this city against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 28 to do what your hand and counsel had determined beforehand to occur.









^ ***w16 April pp. 29-30 Maintain Your Neutrality in a Divided World***


11. How might it be hard for us to remain neutral when the things we own are very important to us?

11 Materialism. If we are attached to our possessions, we risk compromising our neutrality when we are under test. Ruth, in Malawi, saw several Witnesses do so when they were persecuted in the 1970’s. She recalls: “They could not give up their comfortable life. Some went into exile with us but later joined the political party and returned home because they did not want to put up with the discomforts of life in the refugee camp.” In contrast, the vast majority of God’s people have remained neutral despite economic pressures or even the loss of everything they own.​—Heb. 10:34.





^  (Heb. 10:34) For you expressed sympathy for those in prison and you accepted joyfully the plundering of your belongings, knowing that you yourselves have a better and an enduring possession.









^ ***it-1 p. 425 Chaff***

The thin protective covering or husk on the kernels of cereal grains such as barley and wheat. Though the Biblical references to chaff are figurative, they reflect the threshing practices common in ancient times. After harvesting, this inedible membrane covering of the valuable grain was useless, and hence was an appropriate symbol of something light, worthless, and undesirable, something to be separated from the good and to be disposed of.

First, the threshing operation broke the chaff loose from the kernel. Then by winnowing, the light chaffy part was carried away like dust in the wind. (See WINNOWING.) This well illustrates how Jehovah God both removes the apostates from among his people and also disposes of wicked persons and opposing nations. (Job 21:18; Ps 1:4; 35:5; Isa 17:13; 29:5; 41:15; Ho 13:3) God’s Kingdom will crush its enemies into such small particles that they will be easily blown away like the chaff.​—Da 2:35.

The worthless chaff was often gathered and burned to prevent it from blowing back and contaminating the piles of grain. Similarly, John the Baptizer foretold the coming burning destruction of the wicked false religionists​—the Thresher, Jesus Christ, will gather in the wheat, “but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.”​—Mt 3:7-12; Lu 3:17; see THRESHING.



^ (Job 21:18) Do they ever become like straw before the wind And like chaff that a storm wind carries away?



^ (Ps. 1:4) The wicked are not like that; They are like the chaff that the wind blows away.



^ (Ps. 35:5) May they become like chaff in the wind; May Jehovah’s angel drive them away.



^ (Isa. 17:13) The nations will make a sound like the roar of many waters. He will rebuke them, and they will flee far away, Chased like the chaff of the mountains before a wind, Like a whirling thistle* before a storm wind.

Or “Like tumbleweed.”


^ (Isa. 29:5) The crowd of your enemies* will be like fine powder, The crowd of the tyrants just like the blowing chaff. And it will happen in an instant, suddenly.

Lit., “strangers.”


^ (Isa. 41:15) “Look! I have made you a threshing sledge, A new threshing instrument with double-edged teeth. You will tread down the mountains and crush them And make the hills like chaff.



^ (Hos. 13:3) So they will become like the morning clouds, Like the dew that vanishes early, Like chaff blown from the threshing floor by a storm, And like smoke out of the hole in the roof.



^ (Dan. 2:35) At that time the iron, the clay, the copper, the silver, and the gold were, all together, crushed and became like the chaff from the summer threshing floor, and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a large mountain, and it filled the whole earth.



^ (Matt. 3:7-12) When he caught sight of many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to the baptism, he said to them: “You offspring of vipers, who has warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, produce fruit that befits repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones. 10 The ax is already lying at the root of the trees. Every tree, then, that does not produce fine fruit is to be cut down and thrown into the fire. 11 I, for my part, baptize you with water because of your repentance, but the one coming after me is stronger than I am, whose sandals I am not worthy to take off. That one will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will clean up his threshing floor completely and will gather his wheat into the storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.”



^ (Luke 3:17) His winnowing shovel is in his hand to clean up his threshing floor completely and to gather the wheat into his storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.”









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***lmd lesson 2 points 1-2***




1. Watch the VIDEO, or read Acts 8:30, 31. Then consider the following questions:

	               How did Philip start the conversation?



	               Why was this a natural way to start the conversation and share a new truth with the man?









What Do We Learn From Philip?

2. If we allow a conversation to develop naturally, it is more likely that the other person will feel at ease and be open to discussing our message.







^ (Acts 8:30, 31) Philip ran alongside and heard him reading aloud Isaiah the prophet, and he said: “Do you actually know what you are reading?” 31 He said: “Really, how could I ever do so unless someone guided me?” So he urged Philip to get on and sit down with him.









^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 3***


3. Be observant. A person’s facial expressions and body language can reveal a lot. Does the person seem willing to speak with you? You might introduce a Bible truth by simply asking, “Did you know that . . . ?” Avoid forcing a conversation with someone who does not want to talk.

4. Be patient. Do not feel that you must introduce a Bible truth immediately. Wait for the right opportunity so that you can bring it up naturally. Sometimes, this may mean waiting until the next conversation you have with the person.

5. Be adaptable. A conversation may go in an unexpected direction. So be willing to share something that is relevant to the person, even if that means discussing a different Bible truth than the one you had in mind.


SEE ALSO


Eccl. 3:1, 7; 1 Cor. 9:22; 2 Cor. 2:17; Col. 4:6









^ (Eccl. 3:1) There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:



^ (Eccl. 3:7) A time to rip apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak;



^ (1 Cor. 9:22) To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some.



^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.



^ (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.









^ ***sjj song 32 Take Sides With Jehovah!***


SONG 32

Take Sides With Jehovah!


(Exodus 32:26)


	1. Once with confusion our sad hearts were filled,

Drinking the cup false religion distilled;

But with what happiness our hearts were thrilled

When of God’s Kingdom we heard.

(CHORUS)

Take sides with Jehovah; Make him your delight.

He’ll never forsake you; Walk on in his light.

Tell, tell the glad tidings Of freedom and peace.

His rule by Christ Jesus Will ever increase.





	2. Shoulder to shoulder we stand on God’s side,

Preaching the news of his Kingdom earth wide.

Now is the time for each one to decide,

Time to take sides with our God.

(CHORUS)

Take sides with Jehovah; Make him your delight.

He’ll never forsake you; Walk on in his light.

Tell, tell the glad tidings Of freedom and peace.

His rule by Christ Jesus Will ever increase.





	3. We will not fear what the Devil can do.

Trusting Jehovah will carry us through.

Though they are many and though we are few,

God is our strength and our might.

(CHORUS)

Take sides with Jehovah; Make him your delight.

He’ll never forsake you; Walk on in his light.

Tell, tell the glad tidings Of freedom and peace.

His rule by Christ Jesus Will ever increase.









(See also Ps. 94:14; Prov. 3:5, 6; Heb. 13:5.)





^ (Ex. 32:26) Then Moses took his position in the gate of the camp and said: “Who is on Jehovah’s side? Come to me!” And all the Levites gathered around him.



^ (Ps. 94:14) For Jehovah will not forsake his people, Nor will he abandon his inheritance.



^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”









^ ***bt pp. 39-41 “We Must Obey God as Ruler”***


“We Must Obey God as Ruler Rather Than Men” (Acts 5:21b-33)

9-11. How did the apostles respond to the Sanhedrin’s demand that they stop preaching, and how did this set a precedent for true Christians?

9 Caiaphas and the other judges of the Sanhedrin were now ready to deal with the apostles. Unaware of what had happened at the jail, the court dispatched officers to fetch the prisoners. Imagine the officers’ surprise when they discovered that the prisoners were missing, although the jail was locked and secure and “the guards were standing at the doors.” (Acts 5:23) The captain of the temple soon learned that the apostles were back in the temple, bearing witness about Jesus Christ​—the very work for which they had been thrown in jail! The captain and his officers quickly went to the temple to gather up the prisoners and escort them to the Sanhedrin.

10 As described at the outset of this chapter, the furious religious leaders made it clear that the apostles were to stop preaching. The apostles’ response? Serving as spokesman, Peter boldly replied: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.” (Acts 5:29) The apostles thereby set a precedent for true Christians throughout the ages. Human rulers forfeit their right to obedience in situations where they prohibit what God requires or require what God prohibits. So in our day, if “the superior authorities” ban our witnessing work, we cannot stop carrying out our God-given assignment to preach the good news. (Rom. 13:1) Rather, we will find discreet ways to continue bearing thorough witness about God’s Kingdom.

11 Not surprisingly, the apostles’ bold response incited the exasperated judges to violent anger. They were determined “to do away with” the apostles. (Acts 5:33) Martyrdom now seemed certain for those bold and zealous witnesses. Ah, but help was about to come in a most unusual way!

“You Will Not Be Able to Overthrow Them” (Acts 5:34-42)

12, 13. (a) What advice did Gamaliel give his colleagues, and what did they do? (b) How may Jehovah intervene in behalf of his people today, and of what can we be sure if we are permitted to “suffer for the sake of righteousness”?

12 Gamaliel, “a Law teacher esteemed by all the people,” spoke up.* This jurist must have been highly respected by his colleagues, for he took charge, even giving “the command to put the [apostles] outside for a little while.” (Acts 5:34) By citing past examples of uprisings that quickly fizzled after the leaders were dead, Gamaliel urged the court to be patient and tolerant in dealing with the apostles, whose Leader, Jesus, had only recently died. Gamaliel’s reasoning was persuasive: “Do not meddle with these men, but let them alone. For if this scheme or this work is from men, it will be overthrown; but if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. Otherwise, you may even be found fighters against God himself.” (Acts 5:38, 39) The judges heeded his advice. Still, they had the apostles flogged and ordered them “to stop speaking on the basis of Jesus’ name.”​—Acts 5:40.

13 Now, as then, Jehovah may raise up prominent men like Gamaliel to intervene in behalf of His people. (Prov. 21:1) Jehovah can use his spirit to move powerful rulers, judges, or lawmakers to act in harmony with his will. (Neh. 2:4-8) But if he should permit us to “suffer for the sake of righteousness,” we can be sure of two things. (1 Pet. 3:14) First, God can give us the strength to endure. (1 Cor. 10:13) Second, opposers “will not be able to overthrow” God’s work.​—Isa. 54:17.

14, 15. (a) How did the apostles respond to the flogging they received, and why? (b) Relate an experience showing that Jehovah’s people endure with joy.

14 Did the flogging dampen the spirits of the apostles or weaken their resolve? By no means! They “went out from before the Sanhedrin, rejoicing.” (Acts 5:41) “Rejoicing”​—why? Surely not because of the physical pain caused by the flogging. They rejoiced because they knew that they had been persecuted for keeping their integrity to Jehovah and for following in the footsteps of their Exemplar, Jesus.​—Matt. 5:11, 12.

15 Like our first-century brothers, we endure with joy when we suffer for the sake of the good news. (1 Pet. 4:12-14) No, we do not enjoy being subjected to threats, persecution, or imprisonment. But we find deep satisfaction in keeping our integrity. Consider, for example, Henryk Dornik, who endured years of harsh treatment under totalitarian regimes. He recalls that in August 1944, the authorities decided to send him and his brother to a concentration camp. The opposers said: “It is impossible to persuade them to do anything. Their martyrdom brings them joy.” Brother Dornik explains: “Although I had no desire to be a martyr, suffering with courage and dignity for my loyalty to Jehovah did bring me joy.”​—Jas. 1:2-4.





^ (Acts 5:21-33) After hearing this, they entered the temple at daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high priest and those with him arrived, they called together the Sanʹhe·drin and the entire assembly of elders of the sons of Israel, and they sent out to the jail to have the apostles brought before them. 22 But when the officers got there, they did not find them in the prison. So they returned and made their report, 23 saying: “We found the jail locked and secure, and the guards were standing at the doors, but on opening it up, we found no one inside.” 24 Well, when both the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were perplexed about what would come of this. 25 But someone came and reported to them: “Look! The men you put in prison are in the temple, standing and teaching the people.” 26 Then the captain went off with his officers and brought them in, but without violence, because they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 27 So they brought them and stood them before the Sanʹhe·drin. Then the high priest questioned them 28 and said: “We strictly ordered you not to keep teaching on the basis of this name, and yet look! you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring the blood of this man upon us.” 29 In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men. 30 The God of our forefathers raised up Jesus, whom you killed, hanging him on a stake. 31 God exalted this one as Chief Agent and Savior to his right hand, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses of these matters, and so is the holy spirit, which God has given to those obeying him as ruler.” 33 When they heard this, they were infuriated and wanted to do away with them.



^  (Acts 5:23) saying: “We found the jail locked and secure, and the guards were standing at the doors, but on opening it up, we found no one inside.”



^  (Acts 5:29) In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.



^  (Rom. 13:1) Let every person be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God.



^  (Acts 5:33) When they heard this, they were infuriated and wanted to do away with them.



^ (Acts 5:34-42) But a Pharisee named Ga·maʹli·el rose in the Sanʹhe·drin; he was a Law teacher esteemed by all the people, and he gave the command to put the men outside for a little while. 35 Then he said to them: “Men of Israel, be careful as to what you intend to do about these men. 36 For instance, before these days Theuʹdas rose up, saying he himself was somebody, and a number of men, about 400, joined his party. But he was done away with, and all those who were following him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Gal·i·leʹan rose up in the days of the registration, and he drew followers after himself. That man also perished, and all those who were following him were scattered. 38 So under the present circumstances, I say to you, do not meddle with these men, but let them alone. For if this scheme or this work is from men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. Otherwise, you may even be found fighters against God himself.” 40 At this they took his advice, and they summoned the apostles, flogged them, and ordered them to stop speaking on the basis of Jesus’ name, and let them go. 41 So they went out from before the Sanʹhe·drin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy to be dishonored in behalf of his name. 42 And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^  (Acts 5:34) But a Pharisee named Ga·maʹli·el rose in the Sanʹhe·drin; he was a Law teacher esteemed by all the people, and he gave the command to put the men outside for a little while.



^  (Acts 5:38, 39) So under the present circumstances, I say to you, do not meddle with these men, but let them alone. For if this scheme or this work is from men, it will be overthrown; 39 but if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow them. Otherwise, you may even be found fighters against God himself.”



^  (Acts 5:40) At this they took his advice, and they summoned the apostles, flogged them, and ordered them to stop speaking on the basis of Jesus’ name, and let them go.



^  (Prov. 21:1) A king’s heart is like streams of water in Jehovah’s hand. He directs it wherever He pleases.



^  (Neh. 2:4-8) The king then said to me: “What is it that you are seeking?” At once I prayed to the God of the heavens. 5 I then said to the king: “If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor with you, send me to Judah, to the city where my forefathers are buried, so that I may rebuild it.” 6 Then the king, with his royal consort* sitting beside him, said to me: “How long will your journey be, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I gave him a set time. 7 Then I said to the king: “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me for the governors of the region Beyond the River,* granting me safe passage until I reach Judah, 8 as well as a letter to Aʹsaph the keeper of the Royal Park,* so that he may give me timber for beams for the gates of the Fortress of the House* and for the walls of the city and for the house where I will go.” So the king gave them to me, for the good hand of my God was upon me.

Or “his queen.”
Or “of Trans-Euphrates.”
Or “the king’s forest.”
Or “Temple.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:14) But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are happy. However, do not fear what they fear,* nor be disturbed.

Or possibly, “do not fear their threats.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:13) No temptation has come upon you except what is common to men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation he will also make the way out so that you may be able to endure it.



^  (Isa. 54:17) No weapon formed against you will have any success, And you will condemn any tongue that rises up against you in the judgment. This is the heritage* of the servants of Jehovah, And their righteousness is from me,” declares Jehovah.

Or “inheritance.”


^  (Acts 5:41) So they went out from before the Sanʹhe·drin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy to be dishonored in behalf of his name.



^  (Matt. 5:11, 12) “Happy are you when people reproach* you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you for my sake. 12 Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you.

Or “insult.”


^  (1 Pet. 4:12-14) Beloved ones, do not be surprised about the fiery trials that you are experiencing, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 On the contrary, go on rejoicing over the extent to which you are sharers in the sufferings of the Christ, so that you may rejoice and be overjoyed also during the revelation of his glory. 14 If you are being reproached* for the name of Christ, you are happy, because the spirit of glory, yes, the spirit of God, is resting upon you.

Or “insulted.”


^  (Jas. 1:2-4) Consider it all joy, my brothers, when you meet with various trials, 3 knowing as you do that this tested quality of your faith produces endurance. 4 But let endurance complete its work, so that you may be complete and sound in all respects, not lacking in anything.







^  See the box “Gamaliel​—Esteemed Among the Rabbis.”









^ ***bt p. 41 “We Must Obey God as Ruler”***

GAMALIEL​—ESTEEMED AMONG THE RABBIS


The Gamaliel of Acts is generally identified as Gamaliel the Elder, the grandson of Hillel, who was founder of the more liberal of the two schools of Pharisaism. Gamaliel occupied a leading position in the Sanhedrin and was so highly esteemed among the rabbis that he was the first to be given the honorific title “Rabban.” The Mishnah says: “When Rabban Gamaliel the Elder died, the glory of the Law ceased and purity and abstinence died.” He is credited with various humane enactments. “Of particular importance,” says the Encyclopaedia Judaica, “is his decision permitting a woman to remarry on the evidence of a single witness to the death of her husband.” He is also said to have enacted laws protecting wives against unprincipled husbands and widows against unprincipled children and to have argued that poor Gentiles should have the same gleaning rights as poor Jews.










^ ***sjj song 61 Forward, You Witnesses!***


SONG 61

Forward, You Witnesses!


(Luke 16:16)


	1. Firm and determined in this time of the end,

Prepared are God’s servants the good news to defend.

The Devil has fought and opposed them.

With Jehovah, they take their stand against him.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.





	2. Servants of Jah do not seek a life of ease;

The world and its rulers we do not try to please.

Unspotted at all times remaining,

Our integrity we will keep maintaining.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.





	3. God and his Kingdom are mocked and pushed aside;

His great name is slandered, its holiness denied.

Let’s share in its sanctification,

And declare it to ev’ry tribe and nation.

(CHORUS)

Then forward, you Witnesses, ever strong of heart!

Rejoice that in God’s work, you too may have a part!

Go tell far and wide that the Paradise is near

And that soon all its blessings will be here.









(See also Ex. 9:16; Phil. 1:7; 2 Tim. 2:3, 4; Jas. 1:27.)





^ (Luke 16:16) “The Law and the Prophets were until John. From then on, the Kingdom of God is being declared as good news, and every sort of person is pressing forward toward it.



^ (Ex. 9:16) But for this very reason I have kept you in existence: to show you my power and to have my name declared in all the earth.



^ (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.



^ (2 Tim. 2:3, 4) As a fine soldier of Christ Jesus, take your part in suffering adversity. 4 No man serving as a soldier involves himself in the commercial businesses of life, in order to gain the approval of the one who enrolled him as a soldier.



^ (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”














^ ***sjj song 118 “Give Us More Faith”***


SONG 118

“Give Us More Faith”


(Luke 17:5)


	1. Because we are imperfect, O Jehovah,

The inclination of our heart is flawed.

There is a sin that easily ensnares us—

A lack of faith in you, the living God.

(CHORUS)

Give us more faith, we beg of you, Jehovah.

Please help us out according to our need.

Give us more faith, according to your mercy,

That we may honor you in word and deed.





	2. Apart from faith, no one can fully please you.

We must believe our faith will be repaid.

And as a shield, our faith provides a refuge.

We face the future firm and unafraid.

(CHORUS)

Give us more faith, we beg of you, Jehovah.

Please help us out according to our need.

Give us more faith, according to your mercy,

That we may honor you in word and deed.









(See also Gen. 8:21; Heb. 11:6; 12:1.)





^ (Luke 17:5) Now the apostles said to the Lord: “Give us more faith.”



^ (Gen. 8:21) And Jehovah began to smell a pleasing* aroma. So Jehovah said in his heart: “Never again will I curse* the ground on man’s account, for the inclination of the heart of man is bad from his youth up; and never again will I strike down every living thing as I have done.

Or “appeasing; soothing.” Lit., “restful.”
Or “call down evil upon.”


^ (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^ (Heb. 12:1) So, then, because we have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also throw off every weight and the sin that easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,









^ ***w21 March p. 15 How to Gain Strength From the Scriptures***


WHAT CAN YOU LEARN FROM KING DAVID?

 7. What Bible account will we now consider?

7 Has a friend or a family member betrayed your trust? If so, you would benefit by reviewing the account of King David’s son Absalom, who betrayed his father and tried to steal the kingdom from him.​—2 Sam. 15:5-14, 31; 18:6-14.

 8. What could you do to get Jehovah’s help?

8 (1) Pray. With the account in mind, tell Jehovah how you are feeling about the way you have been mistreated. (Ps. 6:6-9) Be specific. Then ask Jehovah to help you see principles that can guide you as you try to cope with this difficult challenge.





^  (2 Sam. 15:5-14) And when a man came near to bow down to him, Abʹsa·lom would extend his hand and grab hold of him and kiss him. 6 Abʹsa·lom would do this to all the Israelites who would come in to the king for judgment; so Abʹsa·lom kept stealing the hearts of the men of Israel. 7 At the end of four years,* Abʹsa·lom said to the king: “Let me go, please, to Hebʹron to pay my vow that I made to Jehovah. 8 For your servant made this solemn vow when I was dwelling in Geshʹur in Syria: ‘If Jehovah will bring me back to Jerusalem, I will make an offering to* Jehovah.’” 9 So the king said to him: “Go in peace.” With that he rose up and went to Hebʹron. 10 Abʹsa·lom now sent spies through all the tribes of Israel, saying: “As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, announce, ‘Abʹsa·lom has become king in Hebʹron!’” 11 Now 200 men from Jerusalem had gone there with Abʹsa·lom; they were invited and went unsuspectingly, unaware of what was happening. 12 Further, when he offered the sacrifices, Abʹsa·lom sent for A·hithʹo·phel the Giʹlon·ite, David’s adviser,* from his city Giʹloh. The conspiracy kept gaining momentum, and the people who supported Abʹsa·lom were growing in number. 13 In time an informer came to David, saying: “The heart of the men of Israel has turned to Abʹsa·lom.” 14 At once David said to all his servants with him in Jerusalem: “Get up, and let us run away, for none of us will escape from Abʹsa·lom! Hurry, for fear he may quickly overtake us and bring disaster on us and strike the city with the sword!”

Or possibly, “40 years.”
Or “worship.” Lit., “render service to.”
Or “counselor.”


^  (2 Sam. 15:31) David was then told: “A·hithʹo·phel is among those conspiring with Abʹsa·lom.” At this David said: “Turn, please, the advice* of A·hithʹo·phel into foolishness, O Jehovah!”

Or “counsel.”


^  (2 Sam. 18:6-14) The men went out to the field to meet Israel, and the battle took place in the forest of Eʹphra·im. 7 There the people of Israel were defeated by the servants of David, and a great slaughter took place on that day—20,000 men. 8 The battle spread through the whole region. Furthermore, the forest devoured more of the people than the sword did on that day. 9 Abʹsa·lom eventually found himself facing the servants of David. Abʹsa·lom was riding on a mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a large tree, and his head got entangled in the big tree, so that he was suspended in midair* while the mule he had been riding kept going. 10 Then someone saw it and told Joʹab: “Look! I have seen Abʹsa·lom hanging in a big tree.” 11 Joʹab replied to the man who told him: “If you saw it, why did you not strike him down to the ground on the spot? Then I would have gladly given you ten pieces of silver and a belt.” 12 But the man said to Joʹab: “Even if I were handed* 1,000 pieces of silver, I could not lift my hand against the king’s son, for we heard the king order you and A·bishʹai and Itʹtai, ‘Whoever you are, watch over the young man Abʹsa·lom.’ 13 If I had disobeyed and taken his life,* it could never have remained hidden from the king, and you would not have protected me.” 14 To this Joʹab said: “I am not going to waste any more time with you!” So he took three spikes* in his hand and drove them through the heart of Abʹsa·lom while he was still alive in the midst of the big tree.

Lit., “between the heavens and the earth.”
Lit., “were weighing upon my palms.”
Or “If I had dealt treacherously against his soul.”
Or possibly, “darts; spears.” Lit., “rods.”


^  (Ps. 6:6-9) I have grown weary with my sighing; All night long I soak my bed with tears;* I flood my couch with weeping.  7 My eye is weak from my grief; It has dimmed* because of all those harassing me.  8 Get away from me, all you who behave wickedly, For Jehovah will hear the sound of my weeping.  9 Jehovah will hear my request for favor; Jehovah will accept my prayer.

Lit., “make my bed swim.”
Or “grown old.”








^ ***w20 July pp. 8-9 Be Convinced That You Have the Truth***


 3. What may happen if our faith in God is based only on the Christlike love shown by our brothers and sisters?

3 Our faith has to be based on more than just the Christlike love of God’s people. Why? Suppose a fellow believer​—even an elder or a pioneer—​commits a serious sin. Or what if a brother or a sister hurts you in some way? Or perhaps someone becomes an apostate, asserting that we do not have the truth. If such things happen, will you be stumbled and stop serving Jehovah? The lesson is this: If you were to build your faith in God purely on the way that other people act instead of on your relationship with Jehovah himself, your faith would not be solid. In your house of faith, you should use not only such soft materials as feelings and emotions but also hard facts and solid logic. You need to prove to yourself that the Bible contains the truth about Jehovah.​—Rom. 12:2.

 4. According to Matthew 13:3-6, 20, 21, how are some affected by tests of their faith?

4 Jesus said that some would accept the truth “with joy,” but their faith would wither when tested. (Read Matthew 13:3-6, 20, 21.) Perhaps they did not realize that following Jesus would involve challenges and hardship. (Matt. 16:24) Or maybe they thought that being a Christian meant living a trouble-free life​—one with only blessings, no challenges. But in this imperfect world, there will be challenges. Circumstances can change, causing our joy to diminish for a time.​—Ps. 6:6; Eccl. 9:11.





^  (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^ (Matt. 13:3-6) Then he told them many things by illustrations, saying: “Look! A sower went out to sow. 4 As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.



^ (Matt. 13:20, 21) As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled.



^  (Matt. 13:3-6) Then he told them many things by illustrations, saying: “Look! A sower went out to sow. 4 As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.



^  (Matt. 13:20, 21) As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled.



^  (Matt. 16:24) Then Jesus said to his disciples: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me.



^  (Ps. 6:6) I have grown weary with my sighing; All night long I soak my bed with tears;* I flood my couch with weeping.

Lit., “make my bed swim.”


^  (Eccl. 9:11) I have seen something further under the sun, that the swift do not always win the race, nor do the mighty win the battle, nor do the wise always have the food, nor do the intelligent always have the riches, nor do those with knowledge always have success, because time and unexpected events* overtake them all.

Or “unforeseen occurrence.”








^ ***it-1 p. 995 Grave***

At Romans 3:13 the apostle Paul quotes Psalm 5:9, likening the throat of wicked and deceitful men to “an opened grave.” As an opened grave is to be filled with the dead and with corruption, their throat opens for speech that is deadly and corrupt.​—Compare Mt 15:18-20.



^ (Rom. 3:13) “Their throat is an open grave; they have deceived with their tongues.” “Venom of asps is behind their lips.”



^ (Ps. 5:9) For nothing they say can be trusted; Within them is nothing but malice; Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.*

Or “They use a smooth tongue.”


^ (Matt. 15:18-20) However, whatever comes out of the mouth comes from the heart, and those things defile a man. 19 For example, out of the heart come wicked reasonings: murders, adulteries, sexual immorality, thefts, false testimonies, blasphemies. 20 These are the things that defile a man; but to take a meal with unwashed hands does not defile a man.”









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***lmd lesson 1 point 3-point 3b***


Imitate Jesus

3. Be flexible. Do not insist on starting a conversation on a topic you had in mind. Start with something that others are thinking about today. Ask yourself:

	               ‘What is in the news?’



	               ‘What are my neighbors, coworkers, or classmates talking about?’












^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 4***


3. Be observant. A person’s facial expressions and body language can reveal a lot. Does the person seem willing to speak with you? You might introduce a Bible truth by simply asking, “Did you know that . . . ?” Avoid forcing a conversation with someone who does not want to talk.

4. Be patient. Do not feel that you must introduce a Bible truth immediately. Wait for the right opportunity so that you can bring it up naturally. Sometimes, this may mean waiting until the next conversation you have with the person.








^ ***lmd lesson 4 point 5***


4. Make clear that the Bible is the source of the truths you share. God’s Word contains thoughts that touch people’s hearts. When we use it, we are building their faith on the right foundation.

5. Remain mild. Do not insist on making a point. We do not want to argue. Show humility by staying calm and knowing when to leave. (Prov. 17:14; Titus 3:2) A mild response may leave the door open for a productive conversation in the future.







^ (Prov. 17:14) Beginning a fight is like opening a floodgate;* Before the quarrel breaks out, take your leave.

Or “like opening a dam.” Lit., “letting out waters.”


^ (Titus 3:2) to speak injuriously of no one, not to be quarrelsome, but to be reasonable, displaying all mildness toward all men.









^ ***ijwfq article 64 Why Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Respectfully Abstain From Participating in Nationalistic Ceremonies?***


Why Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Respectfully Abstain From Participating in Nationalistic Ceremonies?



Jehovah’s Witnesses respect governments and their national symbols. We accept the fact that others may choose to say a pledge of allegiance, salute a flag, or sing a national anthem.

However, Jehovah’s Witnesses choose not to participate in such ceremonies because we believe that these conflict with Bible teachings. We appreciate receiving the same respect for our beliefs as we show to others who make a different choice.

In this article

	What Bible teachings are involved?



	What if participation is required by law?



	Are Jehovah’s Witnesses trying to make a social or political statement?





What Bible teachings are involved?

The following two key Bible teachings affect our choice:

	  God alone deserves our worship. The Bible says: “It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to him alone you must render sacred service.” (Luke 4:8) Pledges of allegiance and national anthems often contain wording that promises devotion to a country above all else. So Jehovah’s Witnesses cannot in good conscience participate in such ceremonies.

Jehovah’s Witnesses likewise feel that saluting the flag amounts to an act of worship, or idolatry, which the Bible prohibits. (1 Corinthians 10:14) Some secular sources acknowledge that national flags are, in effect, religious symbols. “Nationalism’s chief symbol of faith and central object of worship is the flag,” wrote historian Carlton J. H. Hayes.* Regarding early Christians, author Daniel P. Mannix observed: “Christians refused to . . . sacrifice to the [Roman] emperor’s genius—roughly equivalent today to refusing to salute the flag.”*

Although Jehovah’s Witnesses do not salute the flag, neither do we vandalize it, burn it, or otherwise show disrespect for it or any other national symbol.





	  All humans are equal before God. (Acts 10:34, 35) The Bible says that God “made out of one man every nation of men.” (Acts 17:26) For this reason, Jehovah’s Witnesses believe it would be wrong to glorify any particular ethnic group or nationality above others. We honor all peoples, regardless of their place of origin or residence.—1 Peter 2:17.





What if participation is required by law?

Jehovah’s Witnesses are not anti-government. We believe the governments are part of an “arrangement of God” that he allows to exist. (Romans 13:1-7) We also believe that Christians should obey secular authorities.—Luke 20:25.

What, though, if there is a conflict between secular laws and those of God? In some cases, it is possible to submit a legal request to the government for an adjustment in the laws.* When no change is possible, Jehovah’s Witnesses respectfully choose to “obey God as ruler rather than men.”—Acts 5:29.

Are Jehovah’s Witnesses trying to make a social or political statement?

No. Jehovah’s Witnesses do not take sides in social and political issues. When we refrain from pledging allegiance, saluting the flag, or singing the national anthem, it is not because we are political activists. Rather, we are adhering to our Bible-based beliefs about those ceremonies.



^  Essays on Nationalism, pages 107-108.


^  The Way of the Gladiator, page 212.


^  For example, see the article “A Stand of Courage and Conscience Established Supreme Court Precedent 75 Years Ago.”






^  (Luke 4:8) In reply Jesus said to him: “It is written, ‘It is Jehovah your God you must worship, and it is to him alone you must render sacred service.’”*

Or “and you must serve only him.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:14) Therefore, my beloved ones, flee from idolatry.



^  (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.



^  (Acts 17:26) And he made out of one man every nation of men to dwell on the entire surface of the earth, and he decreed the appointed times and the set limits of where men would dwell,



^  (1 Pet. 2:17) Honor men of all sorts, have love for the whole association of brothers,* be in fear of God, honor the king.

Lit., “the brotherhood.”


^  (Rom. 13:1-7) Let every person be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God. 2 Therefore, whoever opposes* the authority has taken a stand against the arrangement of God; those who have taken a stand against it will bring judgment against themselves. 3 For those rulers are an object of fear, not to the good deed, but to the bad. Do you want to be free of fear of the authority? Keep doing good, and you will have praise from it; 4 for it is God’s minister* to you for your good. But if you are doing what is bad, be in fear, for it is not without purpose that it bears the sword. It is God’s minister, an avenger to express wrath against the one practicing what is bad. 5 There is therefore compelling reason for you to be in subjection, not only on account of that wrath but also on account of your conscience. 6 That is why you are also paying taxes; for they are God’s public servants constantly serving this very purpose. 7 Render to all their dues: to the one who calls for the tax, the tax; to the one who calls for the tribute, the tribute; to the one who calls for fear, such fear; to the one who calls for honor, such honor.

Or “resists.”
Lit., “servant.”


^  (Luke 20:25) He said to them: “By all means, then, pay back Caesar’s things to Caesar but God’s things to God.”



^  (Acts 5:29) In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.









^ ***lmd lesson 3 point 4***


4. Speak kindly and respectfully. When you feel compassion for the person and truly want to help him, it will come through in the way you speak. Choose your words and tone of voice carefully, and avoid saying things that could offend.








^ ***sjj song 99 Myriads of Brothers***


SONG 99

Myriads of Brothers


(Revelation 7:9, 10)


	1. Myriads on myriads of brothers,

Millions for all to see,

Each one a faithful witness,

Firm in integrity.

Myriads we are on myriads,

Growing, a mighty crowd,

From ev’ry nation and tribe and tongue,

We praise our God aloud.



	2. Myriads on myriads of brothers,

We preach both far and near

“Good news of something better,”

Which millions long to hear.

And as we keep on preaching,

Though we at times are stressed,

Jesus refreshes the weary souls;

He gives us peace and rest.



	3. Myriads on myriads of brothers,

God keeps us in his sight,

Safe in his earthly courtyards,

Serving him day and night.

Myriads we are on myriads,

With Kingdom news we go,

God’s fellow workers we have become,

Serving him here below.







(See also Isa. 52:7; Matt. 11:29; Rev. 7:15.)





^ (Rev. 7:9, 10) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands. 10 And they keep shouting with a loud voice, saying: “Salvation we owe to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.”

Or “languages.”


^ (Isa. 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”



^ (Matt. 11:29) Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves.

Or “become my disciples (learners).”


^ (Rev. 7:15) That is why they are before the throne of God, and they are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple; and the One seated on the throne will spread his tent over them.









^ ***bt pp. 41-43 “We Must Obey God as Ruler”***


16. How did the apostles show that they were determined to bear thorough witness, and how do we follow the apostolic method of preaching?

16 The apostles wasted no time in resuming their witnessing work. Undaunted, they continued “every day in the temple and from house to house” the work of “declaring the good news about the Christ.”* (Acts 5:42) These zealous preachers were determined to bear thorough witness. Notice that they took their message to the homes of people, as Jesus Christ had directed them. (Matt. 10:7, 11-14) No doubt, that is how they had managed to fill Jerusalem with their teaching. Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses are known for following that apostolic method of preaching. By calling at each house in our territory, we clearly demonstrate that we too want to be thorough, giving everyone an opportunity to hear the good news. Has Jehovah blessed our house-to-house ministry? Yes, he has! Millions have responded to the Kingdom message in this time of the end, and many first heard the good news when a Witness knocked on their door.

PREACHING “FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE”


Despite the Sanhedrin’s ban on their preaching activity, the disciples continued preaching and teaching “every day in the temple and from house to house.” (Acts 5:42) Exactly what does “from house to house” mean?

In the original Greek, the phrase katʼ oiʹkon literally means “according to house.” Several translators state that the word ka·taʹ is to be understood in a “distributive” sense, that is, the disciples’ preaching was distributed from one house to another. A similar use of ka·taʹ occurs at Luke 8:1, where Jesus is said to have preached “from city to city and from village to village.”

The plural form, katʼ oiʹkous, is used at Acts 20:20. The apostle Paul told Christian overseers: “I did not hold back from . . . teaching you publicly and from house to house.” That Paul here was not simply talking about teaching in the elders’ homes, as some suggest, is indicated in the next verse: “But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.” (Acts 20:21) Fellow believers had already repented and put faith in Jesus. So the preaching and teaching from house to house clearly had to do with bearing witness to unbelievers.





Qualified Men to Care for a “Necessary Matter” (Acts 6:1-6)

17-19. What divisive issue now arose, and what direction did the apostles give in order to resolve it?

17 The young congregation now faced a subtle danger that threatened it from within. What was that? Many of the disciples being baptized were visitors to Jerusalem and wanted to learn more before returning home. Disciples living in Jerusalem willingly donated funds to meet the need for food and other supplies. (Acts 2:44-46; 4:34-37) At this time, a delicate situation arose. “In the daily distribution” of food, the Greek-speaking widows “were being overlooked.” (Acts 6:1) The Hebrew-speaking widows, however, were not being overlooked. The problem, then, apparently involved discrimination. Few issues have the potential to be more divisive than this one.

18 The apostles, acting as the governing body of the expanding congregation, recognized that it would not be wise for them “to leave the word of God to distribute food.” (Acts 6:2) To resolve matters, they directed the disciples to search for seven men “full of spirit and wisdom” whom the apostles could appoint over this “necessary matter.” (Acts 6:3) Qualified men were needed because the work likely involved not just serving food but also handling money, purchasing supplies, and keeping careful records. The men chosen all had Greek names, which perhaps made them more acceptable to the offended widows. After giving prayerful consideration to the recommendation, the apostles appointed the seven men to care for this “necessary matter.”*

19 Did caring for the distribution of food mean that the seven men appointed were now exempted from the responsibility to preach the good news? Definitely not! Among the men chosen was Stephen, who would prove himself to be a bold and powerful witness-bearer. (Acts 6:8-10) Philip too was one of the seven, and he is called “the evangelizer.” (Acts 21:8) Evidently, then, the seven men continued to be zealous Kingdom preachers.

20. How do God’s people today follow the apostolic pattern?

20 Jehovah’s people today follow the apostolic pattern. Men recommended for congregational responsibility must manifest godly wisdom and give evidence that the holy spirit is operating on them. Under the direction of the Governing Body, men who meet the Scriptural requirements are appointed to serve as elders or ministerial servants in the congregations.* (1 Tim. 3:1-9, 12, 13) Those who meet the qualifications can be said to have been appointed by holy spirit. These hardworking men care for many necessary matters. For example, elders may coordinate practical help for faithful older ones who have a genuine need. (Jas. 1:27) Some elders are very involved in constructing Kingdom Halls, organizing conventions, or working with the local Hospital Liaison Committee. Ministerial servants care for many duties that do not directly involve shepherding or teaching. All such qualified men must balance congregational and organizational responsibilities with the God-assigned obligation to preach the good news of the Kingdom.​—1 Cor. 9:16.

“The Word of God Continued to Spread” (Acts 6:7)

21, 22. What shows that Jehovah blessed the fledgling congregation?

21 With Jehovah’s backing, the fledgling congregation survived persecution from without and a potentially divisive problem from within. Jehovah’s blessing was evident, for we are told: “The word of God continued to spread, and the number of the disciples kept multiplying very much in Jerusalem; and a large crowd of priests began to be obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:7) This is just one of a number of progress reports found in the book of Acts. (Acts 9:31; 12:24; 16:5; 19:20; 28:31) Today, are we not encouraged when we hear reports about the progress of the Kingdom-preaching work in other parts of the world?

22 Back in the first century C.E., the infuriated religious leaders were not about to give up. A wave of persecution was on the horizon. Soon, Stephen was singled out for vicious opposition, as we will see in the next chapter.

GAMALIEL​—ESTEEMED AMONG THE RABBIS


The Gamaliel of Acts is generally identified as Gamaliel the Elder, the grandson of Hillel, who was founder of the more liberal of the two schools of Pharisaism. Gamaliel occupied a leading position in the Sanhedrin and was so highly esteemed among the rabbis that he was the first to be given the honorific title “Rabban.” The Mishnah says: “When Rabban Gamaliel the Elder died, the glory of the Law ceased and purity and abstinence died.” He is credited with various humane enactments. “Of particular importance,” says the Encyclopaedia Judaica, “is his decision permitting a woman to remarry on the evidence of a single witness to the death of her husband.” He is also said to have enacted laws protecting wives against unprincipled husbands and widows against unprincipled children and to have argued that poor Gentiles should have the same gleaning rights as poor Jews.









^  (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^  (Matt. 10:7) As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’



^  (Matt. 10:11-14) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave. 12 When you enter the house, greet the household. 13 If the house is deserving, let the peace you wish it come upon it; but if it is not deserving, let the peace from you return upon you. 14 Wherever anyone does not receive you or listen to your words, on going out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.



^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Luke 8:1) Shortly afterward he traveled from city to city and from village to village, preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the Twelve were with him,



^ (Acts 20:20) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Acts 20:21) But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.



^ (Acts 6:1-6) Now in those days when the disciples were increasing, the Greek-speaking Jews began complaining against the Hebrew-speaking Jews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution. 2 So the Twelve called the multitude of the disciples together and said: “It is not right for us to leave the word of God to distribute food to tables. 3 So, brothers, select for yourselves seven reputable men from among you, full of spirit and wisdom, that we may appoint them over this necessary matter; 4 but we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5 What they said was pleasing to the whole multitude, and they selected Stephen, a man full of faith and holy spirit, as well as Philip, Prochʹo·rus, Ni·caʹnor, Tiʹmon, Parʹme·nas, and Nic·o·laʹus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 They brought them to the apostles, and after praying, they laid their hands on them.



^  (Acts 2:44-46) All those who became believers were together and had everything in common, 45 and they were selling their possessions and properties and distributing the proceeds to all, according to what each one needed. 46 And day after day they were in constant attendance in the temple with a united purpose, and they took their meals in different homes and shared their food with great rejoicing and sincerity of heart,



^  (Acts 4:34-37) In fact, no one was in need among them, for all those who owned fields or houses would sell them and bring the value of what was sold, 35 and they would deposit it at the feet of the apostles. In turn distribution would be made to each one according to his need. 36 So Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barʹna·bas (which means, when translated, “Son of Comfort”), a Levite, a native of Cyʹprus, 37 owned a piece of land, and he sold it and brought the money and deposited it at the feet of the apostles.



^  (Acts 6:1) Now in those days when the disciples were increasing, the Greek-speaking Jews began complaining against the Hebrew-speaking Jews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution.



^  (Acts 6:2) So the Twelve called the multitude of the disciples together and said: “It is not right for us to leave the word of God to distribute food to tables.



^  (Acts 6:3) So, brothers, select for yourselves seven reputable men from among you, full of spirit and wisdom, that we may appoint them over this necessary matter;



^  (Acts 6:8-10) Now Stephen, full of divine favor and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 But some men of the so-called Synagogue of the Freedmen came forward, along with some Cy·reʹni·ans and Alexandrians, and some from Ci·liʹcia and Asia, to dispute with Stephen. 10 But they could not hold their own against the wisdom and the spirit with which he was speaking.



^  (Acts 21:8) The next day we left and came to Caes·a·reʹa, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelizer, who was one of the seven men, and we stayed with him.



^  (1 Tim. 3:1-9) This statement is trustworthy: If a man is reaching out to be an overseer, he is desirous of a fine work. 2 The overseer should therefore be irreprehensible, a husband of one wife, moderate in habits, sound in mind, orderly, hospitable, qualified to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent, but reasonable, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money, 4 a man presiding over his own household in a fine manner, having his children in subjection with all seriousness 5 (for if any man does not know how to preside over* his own household, how will he care for the congregation of God?), 6 not a newly converted man, for fear that he might get puffed up with pride and fall into the judgment passed on the Devil. 7 Moreover, he should also have a fine testimony* from outsiders so that he does not fall into reproach* and a snare of the Devil. 8 Ministerial servants should likewise be serious, not double-tongued, not indulging in a lot of wine, not greedy of dishonest gain, 9 holding the sacred secret of the faith with a clean conscience.

Or “manage.”
Or “a good reputation.”
Or “disgrace.”


^  (1 Tim. 3:12, 13) Let ministerial servants be husbands of one wife, presiding in a fine manner over their children and their own households. 13 For the men who minister in a fine manner are acquiring for themselves a fine standing and great freeness of speech in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.



^  (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”


^  (1 Cor. 9:16) Now if I am declaring the good news, it is no reason for me to boast, for necessity is laid upon me. Really, woe to me if I do not declare the good news!



^ (Acts 6:7) Consequently, the word of God continued to spread, and the number of the disciples kept multiplying very much in Jerusalem; and a large crowd of priests began to be obedient to the faith.



^  (Acts 6:7) Consequently, the word of God continued to spread, and the number of the disciples kept multiplying very much in Jerusalem; and a large crowd of priests began to be obedient to the faith.



^  (Acts 9:31) Then, indeed, the congregation throughout the whole of Ju·deʹa and Galʹi·lee and Sa·marʹi·a entered into a period of peace, being built up; and as it walked in the fear of Jehovah and in the comfort of the holy spirit, it kept on multiplying.



^  (Acts 12:24) But the word of Jehovah went on growing and spreading.



^  (Acts 16:5) Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.



^  (Acts 19:20) Thus in a mighty way, the word of Jehovah kept growing and prevailing.



^  (Acts 28:31) preaching the Kingdom of God to them and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with the greatest freeness of speech, without hindrance.







^  See the box “Preaching ‘From House to House.’”


^  These men may have met the general qualifications for elders, for handling this “necessary matter” was a weighty responsibility. However, the Scriptures do not indicate precisely when men began to be appointed as elders or overseers in the Christian congregation.


^  In the first century, qualified men were authorized to make appointments of elders. (Acts 14:23; 1 Tim. 5:22; Titus 1:5) Today, the Governing Body appoints circuit overseers, and these overseers have the responsibility of appointing elders and ministerial servants.






^ (Acts 14:23) Moreover, they appointed elders for them in each congregation, offering prayer with fasting, and they entrusted them to Jehovah, in whom they had become believers.



^ (1 Tim. 5:22) Never lay your hands hastily on any man; neither become a sharer in the sins of others; keep yourself chaste.



^ (Titus 1:5) I left you in Crete so that you would correct the things that were defective and make appointments of elders in city after city, as I instructed you:









^ ***bt p. 42 “We Must Obey God as Ruler”***

PREACHING “FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE”


Despite the Sanhedrin’s ban on their preaching activity, the disciples continued preaching and teaching “every day in the temple and from house to house.” (Acts 5:42) Exactly what does “from house to house” mean?

In the original Greek, the phrase katʼ oiʹkon literally means “according to house.” Several translators state that the word ka·taʹ is to be understood in a “distributive” sense, that is, the disciples’ preaching was distributed from one house to another. A similar use of ka·taʹ occurs at Luke 8:1, where Jesus is said to have preached “from city to city and from village to village.”

The plural form, katʼ oiʹkous, is used at Acts 20:20. The apostle Paul told Christian overseers: “I did not hold back from . . . teaching you publicly and from house to house.” That Paul here was not simply talking about teaching in the elders’ homes, as some suggest, is indicated in the next verse: “But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.” (Acts 20:21) Fellow believers had already repented and put faith in Jesus. So the preaching and teaching from house to house clearly had to do with bearing witness to unbelievers.







^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Luke 8:1) Shortly afterward he traveled from city to city and from village to village, preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the Twelve were with him,



^ (Acts 20:20) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Acts 20:21) But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.









^ ***sjj song 83 “From House to House”***


SONG 83

“From House to House”


(Acts 20:20)


	1. From house to house, from door to door,

Jehovah’s word we spread.

From town to town, from farm to farm,

Jehovah’s sheep are fed.

The good news that God’s Kingdom rules,

As Jesus Christ foretold,

Is now declared throughout the earth

By Christians young and old.



	2. From house to house, from door to door,

Salvation we proclaim.

It comes to those who make the choice

To call upon God’s name.

But how can they respect the name

Of One they do not know?

To ev’ry home and ev’ry door,

The sacred name must go.



	3. So let us go from door to door

To spread the Kingdom news.

And whether it’s embraced or not,

We’ll let the people choose.

At least we’ll name Jehovah’s name,

His glorious truth declare.

And as we go from door to door,

We’ll find his sheep are there.







(See also Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:14.)





^ (Acts 20:20) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Acts 2:21) And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”’



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?















^ ***sjj song 2 Jehovah Is Your Name***


SONG 2

Jehovah Is Your Name


(Psalm 83:18)


	1. The living and true God—

The God of all creation

In ev’ry generation—

Jehovah is your name.

We’re honored and we’re proud

To be your congregation.

In ev’ry tribe and nation,

Your glory we proclaim.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.





	2. You cause us to become

Whatever you desire,

To do as you require—

Jehovah is your name.

And Witnesses for you

Is what you’ve kindly named us.

We’re honored you have claimed us—

A people for your name.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.









(See also 2 Chron. 6:14; Ps. 72:19; Isa. 42:8.)





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (2 Chron. 6:14) and he said: “O Jehovah the God of Israel, there is no God like you in the heavens or on the earth, keeping the covenant and showing loyal love to your servants who are walking before you with all their heart.



^ (Ps. 72:19) May his glorious name be praised forever, And may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.



^ (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”








^ ***w21 August p. 3 Cherish Your Place in Jehovah’s Family***


 6. How did Jehovah honor humans when preparing the earth?

6 Jehovah prepared a special home for us. Long before he created the first man, Jehovah prepared the earth for humans. (Job 38:4-6; Jer. 10:12) Because he is thoughtful and generous, Jehovah provided an abundance of good things for us to enjoy. (Ps. 104:14, 15, 24) At times, he reflected on his creative work, and he “saw that it was good.” (Gen. 1:10, 12, 31) He honored humans by giving them “dominion over” all his marvelous works on earth. (Ps. 8:6) God’s purpose is that perfect humans have the joy of caring for these grand works forever. Do you regularly thank Jehovah for that wonderful promise?





^  (Job 38:4-6) Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.  5 Who set its measurements, in case you know, Or who stretched a measuring line across it?  6 Into what were its pedestals sunk, Or who laid its cornerstone,



^  (Jer. 10:12) He is the Maker of the earth by his power, The One who established the productive land by his wisdom And who stretched out the heavens by his understanding.



^  (Ps. 104:14, 15) He is making grass grow for the cattle And vegetation for mankind’s use, To grow food from the land 15 And wine that makes man’s heart rejoice, Oil that makes the face shine, And bread that sustains the heart of mortal man.



^  (Ps. 104:24) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.



^  (Gen. 1:10) God called the dry land Earth, but the collecting of the waters, he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.



^  (Gen. 1:12) And the earth began to produce grass, seed-bearing plants and trees yielding fruit along with seed, according to their kinds. Then God saw that it was good.



^  (Gen. 1:31) After that God saw everything he had made, and look! it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.



^  (Ps. 8:6) You gave him dominion over the works of your hands; You have put everything under his feet:









^ ***w20 May p. 23 Do You Appreciate God-Given Gifts?***


10. How can we show that we appreciate the God-given gift of speech?

10 One way we can show that we appreciate our gift of speech is by explaining our belief in God to those who wonder why we do not accept the teaching of evolution. (Ps. 9:1; 1 Pet. 3:15) Those who promote that doctrine would have us believe that the earth and all life on it came about by accident. Using the Bible and some of the points we discussed in this article, we can defend our heavenly Father and explain to those who are willing to listen why we are convinced that Jehovah is the Creator of heaven and earth.​—Ps. 102:25; Isa. 40:25, 26.





^  (Ps. 9:1) I will praise you, O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will tell about all your wonderful works.



^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (Ps. 102:25) Long ago you laid the foundations of the earth, And the heavens are the work of your hands.



^  (Isa. 40:25, 26) “To whom can you liken me to make me his equal?” says the Holy One. 26 “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing.









^ ***w22 April p. 7 Are You “an Example . . . in Speaking”?***


13. What might help you sing wholeheartedly at the meetings?

13 Sing wholeheartedly. When we sing our Kingdom songs, our primary focus should be on our desire to praise Jehovah. A sister named Sara does not consider herself to be a very good singer. Yet, she wants to praise Jehovah in song. To that end, she finds it helpful to prepare for the songs at home, just as she would prepare for other parts on the meeting. She rehearses the songs and tries to identify how the lyrics tie in with the subject being discussed. “This helps me to focus more on the words and less on my singing ability,” she says.








^ ***it-1 p. 832 Finger***

Figuratively, God is spoken of as accomplishing work with his “finger(s),” such as writing the Ten Commandments on stone tablets (Ex 31:18; De 9:10), performing miracles (Ex 8:18, 19), and creating the heavens (Ps 8:3). That God’s “fingers” employed in creative activity have reference to his holy spirit, or active force, is indicated by the Genesis account of creation, where it is said that God’s active force (ruʹach, “spirit”) moved over the surface of the waters. (Ge 1:2) However, the Christian Greek Scriptures give the key to sure understanding of this symbolic usage, Matthew’s account explaining that Jesus expelled demons by ‘God’s holy spirit’ and Luke’s telling us that it was by “God’s finger.”​—Mt 12:28; Lu 11:20.



^ (Ex. 31:18) Now as soon as he had finished speaking with him on Mount Siʹnai, he gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone written on by God’s finger.



^ (Deut. 9:10) Then Jehovah gave me the two tablets of stone written on with God’s finger, and on them were all the words that Jehovah had spoken to you on the mountain out of the fire in the day of the assembly.*

Or “congregation.”


^ (Ex. 8:18, 19) The magic-practicing priests tried to do the same and produce gnats by their secret arts, but they could not. And the gnats came on man and beast. 19 So the magic-practicing priests said to Pharʹaoh: “It is the finger of God!” But Pharʹaoh’s heart continued to be obstinate, and he did not listen to them, just as Jehovah had said.



^ (Ps. 8:3) When I see your heavens, the works of your fingers, The moon and the stars that you have prepared,



^ (Gen. 1:2) Now the earth was formless and desolate,* and there was darkness upon the surface of the watery deep,* and God’s active force* was moving about over the surface of the waters.

Or “empty.”
Or “the surging waters.”
Or “God’s spirit.”


^ (Matt. 12:28) But if it is by means of God’s spirit that I expel the demons, the Kingdom of God has really overtaken you.*

Or “has already come to you; has caught you unawares.”


^ (Luke 11:20) But if it is by means of God’s finger that I expel the demons, the Kingdom of God has really overtaken you.*

Or “has already come to you; has caught you unawares.”








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 4***


3. Choose appealing words. For example, when speaking with someone from a non-Christian background, you may need to adjust the way you introduce the Bible or how you refer to Jesus.

4. Do not be quick to correct a person. Allow him to express himself freely. If he says something that conflicts with Bible teachings, resist any urge to argue. (Jas. 1:19) By listening to him, you gain insight into his viewpoint.​—Prov. 20:5.





^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^ (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”








^ ***th p. 10 Accurate and Convincing***


STUDY 7

Accurate and Convincing



Luke 1:3

SUMMARY: Use trustworthy evidence to help your listeners arrive at the correct conclusion.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consult reliable sources. Base your comments on God’s Word, reading directly from it when possible. If you refer to a scientific fact, a news report, an experience, or other supporting evidence, check in advance that your source is trustworthy and up-to-date.



	  Use sources properly. Apply scriptures in harmony with their context, the Bible’s overall message, and the publications of “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45) Use secular sources in accord with the original context and the intent of the writer.

Do not overstate or exaggerate facts and figures. Be careful that “some people” does not become “the majority of people,” “in some cases” does not become “always,” and “possibly” does not become “probably.”








	  Reason on the evidence. After reading a scripture or citing a source, ask tactful questions or illustrate the point to help your listeners draw their own conclusion.








IN THE MINISTRY


As you prepare to preach, anticipate questions that you might be asked, and research possible responses. If your listener poses a question and you do not know the answer, offer to research the topic and return later.







^ (Luke 1:3) I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,



^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?









^ ***w21 June pp. 6-7 Help Your Bible Students to Become Baptized Disciples***


HELP YOUR BIBLE STUDENT TO OVERCOME HIS FEARS

15. What fears may our student have?

15 Do you remember feeling a bit afraid of becoming one of Jehovah’s Witnesses? Perhaps you felt that you would never be able to preach publicly. Or maybe you feared that your family or friends might oppose you. If so, you can sympathize with your Bible student. Jesus acknowledged that such fears are possible. However, he urged his followers not to let fear stop them from serving Jehovah. (Matt. 10:16, 17, 27, 28) How did Jesus help his followers to overcome their fears? And how can you follow his example?

16. How can we train our student to share his faith?

16 Progressively train your student to share his faith. Jesus’ disciples may have felt nervous when he sent them out to preach. But Jesus helped them by telling them where to preach and what their message was to be. (Matt. 10:5-7) How can you imitate Jesus? Help your student to see where he can preach. For example, ask him if he knows someone who could benefit from learning a specific Bible truth. Then help him to prepare what to say by showing him a simple way to share that truth. When appropriate, you can use as a practice session the features “Some People Say” and “Someone May Ask,” found in the Enjoy Life Forever! book. When you do, focus on training your student to use the Bible to give simple and tactful answers.

17. How can we use Matthew 10:19, 20, 29-31 as we help our student to trust in Jehovah?

17 Help your student to trust in Jehovah. Jesus assured his disciples that Jehovah would help them because He loved them. (Read Matthew 10:19, 20, 29-31.) Remind your student that Jehovah will help him too. You can help him to rely on Jehovah by praying with him about his goals. “My teacher often mentioned my goals in his prayers,” says Franciszek, who lives in Poland. “When I saw how Jehovah answered my teacher’s prayers, I quickly started to pray. I felt Jehovah’s help when I needed to have days off from my new job to attend the meetings and the convention.”

18. How does Jehovah feel about the work that Christian teachers do?

18 Jehovah cares deeply about our Bible students. He appreciates how hard Christian teachers work to help people draw closer to him, and he loves them for it. (Isa. 52:7) If you are not currently conducting a Bible study, you can still help Bible students to progress toward baptism by accompanying other publishers on their studies.





^  (Matt. 10:16, 17) “Look! I am sending you out as sheep among wolves; so prove yourselves cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard against men, for they will hand you over to local courts and they will scourge you in their synagogues.



^  (Matt. 10:27, 28) What I tell you in the darkness, say in the light, and what you hear whispered,* preach from the housetops. 28 And do not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear him who can destroy both soul and body in Ge·henʹna.

Lit., “hear in (into) the ear.”


^  (Matt. 10:5-7) These 12 Jesus sent out, giving them these instructions: “Do not go off into the road of the nations, and do not enter any Sa·marʹi·tan city; 6 but instead, go continually to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’



^ (Matt. 10:19, 20) However, when they hand you over, do not become anxious about how or what you are to speak, for what you are to speak will be given you in that hour; 20 for the ones speaking are not just you, but it is the spirit of your Father that speaks by you.



^ (Matt. 10:29-31) Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^  (Matt. 10:19, 20) However, when they hand you over, do not become anxious about how or what you are to speak, for what you are to speak will be given you in that hour; 20 for the ones speaking are not just you, but it is the spirit of your Father that speaks by you.



^  (Matt. 10:29-31) Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^  (Isa. 52:7) How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of the one bringing good news, The one proclaiming peace, The one bringing good news of something better, The one proclaiming salvation, The one saying to Zion: “Your God has become King!”









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***sjj song 10 Praise Jehovah Our God!***


SONG 10

Praise Jehovah Our God!


(Psalm 145:12)


	1. Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!

Make his glorious name known to all!

Sound alarm, For his day is near,

Help all people hear his warning call.

Jehovah decreed that now is the time

For his Firstborn to rule as King.

Reach out to all people, tell them the news,

Tell what blessings our God will bring!

(CHORUS)

Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!

Make his greatness known in all the earth!





	2. Praise our God! Sing it loud and clear!

With a joyful song, laud his name!

From the heart, From a grateful heart,

All his glory boldly we proclaim.

Though grand is our God and great are his works,

He is humble and good to all.

Our merciful Father knows what we need;

He responds when he hears our call.

(CHORUS)

Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!

Make his greatness known in all the earth!









(See also Ps. 89:27; 105:1; Jer. 33:11.)





^ (Ps. 145:12) To make known to men your mighty acts And the glorious splendor of your kingship.



^ (Ps. 89:27) And I will place him as firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth.



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Jer. 33:11) the sound of exultation and the sound of rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the voice of those saying: “Give thanks to Jehovah of armies, for Jehovah is good; his loyal love endures forever!”’ “‘They will bring thanksgiving offerings into the house of Jehovah, for I will bring back the captives of the land, as at the start,’ says Jehovah.”









^ ***bt pp. 45-47 Stephen—“Full of Divine Favor and Power”***


1-3. (a) Stephen faces what fearsome situation, yet how does he respond to it? (b) What questions will we consider?

STEPHEN faces the court. In an imposing hall, likely near the temple in Jerusalem, 71 men are arranged in a large semicircle. This court, the Sanhedrin, sits today to judge Stephen. The judges are powerful, influential men, most of whom have little regard for this disciple of Jesus. In fact, the man who convened the court is High Priest Caiaphas, who was presiding when the Sanhedrin condemned Jesus Christ to death some months earlier. Is Stephen frightened?

2 There is something remarkable about Stephen’s countenance at this moment. The judges gaze at him and see that his face is “like an angel’s face.” (Acts 6:15) Angels bear messages from Jehovah God and thus have reason to be fearless, serene, and peaceful. So it is with Stephen​—even those hate-filled judges can see that. How can he be so calm?

3 Christians today can learn much from the answer to that question. We need to know, too, just what brought Stephen to this climactic moment. How had he defended his faith before? And in what ways can we imitate him?

“They Stirred Up the People” (Acts 6:8-15)

4, 5. (a) Why was Stephen a precious asset to the congregation? (b) In what way was Stephen “full of divine favor and power”?

4 We have already learned that Stephen was a precious asset to the fledgling Christian congregation. In the preceding chapter of this book, we saw that he was among those seven humble men who were willing to be of assistance to the apostles when called on to render aid. His humility is more remarkable when we consider the gifts with which this man was blessed. At Acts 6:8, we read that he was enabled to perform “great wonders and signs,” as some of the apostles did. We are also told that he was “full of divine favor and power.” What did that mean?

5 The Greek word rendered “divine favor” may also be translated as “graciousness.” Stephen evidently had a kindly, gentle, winning way with people. He spoke in such a manner as to persuade many of his hearers, convincing them of the sincerity of his heart and the wholesomeness of the truths he discussed. He was full of power because Jehovah’s spirit was at work in him, for he humbly submitted to its lead. Rather than getting puffed up over his own gifts and abilities, he directed all praise to Jehovah and showed loving concern for the people he addressed. Little wonder, then, that his opposers found him a force to be reckoned with!

6-8. (a) Stephen’s opposers leveled what twofold charge against him, and why? (b) Why may Stephen’s example prove useful to Christians today?

6 Various men rose up to dispute with Stephen, but “they could not hold their own against the wisdom and the spirit with which he was speaking.”* Frustrated, they “secretly persuaded” men to bring accusations against this innocent follower of Christ. They also “stirred up the people,” the older men, and the scribes, so that Stephen was forcibly taken before the Sanhedrin. (Acts 6:9-12) The opposers leveled this twofold charge against him: He was blaspheming both God and Moses. In what ways?

7 The false accusers said that Stephen blasphemed God in that he spoke against “this holy place”​—the temple in Jerusalem. (Acts 6:13) He blasphemed Moses, they charged, in that he spoke against the Mosaic Law, changing customs that Moses had handed down. This was a very serious charge, for the Jews at that time put great emphasis on the temple, the details of the Mosaic Law, and the many oral traditions that they had added to that Law. Thus, the charge meant that Stephen was a dangerous man, deserving of death!

8 Sadly, it is not unusual for religious people to use such tactics in order to bring trouble on servants of God. To this day, religious opposers at times stir up secular leaders to persecute Jehovah’s Witnesses. How should we respond when faced with twisted or false accusations? We can learn much from Stephen.





^  (Acts 6:15) And as all those sitting in the Sanʹhe·drin stared at him, they saw that his face was like an angel’s face.



^ (Acts 6:8-15) Now Stephen, full of divine favor and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people. 9 But some men of the so-called Synagogue of the Freedmen came forward, along with some Cy·reʹni·ans and Alexandrians, and some from Ci·liʹcia and Asia, to dispute with Stephen. 10 But they could not hold their own against the wisdom and the spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly persuaded men to say: “We have heard him speaking blasphemous things against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes, and coming upon him suddenly, they forcibly seized him and led him to the Sanʹhe·drin. 13 And they brought forward false witnesses, who said: “This man does not stop speaking things against this holy place and against the Law. 14 For instance, we have heard him say that this Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ will throw down this place and change the customs that Moses handed down to us.” 15 And as all those sitting in the Sanʹhe·drin stared at him, they saw that his face was like an angel’s face.



^  (Acts 6:8) Now Stephen, full of divine favor and power, was performing great wonders and signs among the people.



^  (Acts 6:9-12) But some men of the so-called Synagogue of the Freedmen came forward, along with some Cy·reʹni·ans and Alexandrians, and some from Ci·liʹcia and Asia, to dispute with Stephen. 10 But they could not hold their own against the wisdom and the spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly persuaded men to say: “We have heard him speaking blasphemous things against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred up the people, the elders, and the scribes, and coming upon him suddenly, they forcibly seized him and led him to the Sanʹhe·drin.



^  (Acts 6:13) And they brought forward false witnesses, who said: “This man does not stop speaking things against this holy place and against the Law.







^  Some of these opposers belonged to the “Synagogue of the Freedmen.” They may once have been captured by the Romans and later freed, or perhaps they were freed slaves who had become Jewish proselytes. Some were from Cilicia, as was Saul of Tarsus. The account does not reveal whether Saul was among those Cilicians who were unable to hold their own against Stephen.









^ ***bt p. 44 “Great Persecution Arose Against the Congregation”***


SECTION 2 • ACTS 6:8–9:43

“Great Persecution Arose Against the Congregation”


ACTS 8:1


Did first-century Christians allow mounting opposition to stop them from bearing witness about God’s Kingdom? Quite the contrary. In this section, we will see that vicious persecution actually resulted in the expansion of the preaching work.





^ (Acts 8:1) Saul, for his part, approved of his murder. On that day great persecution arose against the congregation that was in Jerusalem; all except the apostles were scattered throughout the regions of Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a.









^ ***sjj song 65 Move Ahead!***


SONG 65

Move Ahead!


(Hebrews 6:1)


	1. Move ahead, move ahead to maturity!

Shine the light of the truth so that all may plainly see.

Try your best to improve in your ministry;

Trust in God for true success.

There’s a place in the service for all.

It’s the work Jesus did, you’ll recall.

Look to God for support that you may not fall,

Standing firm for righteousness.



	2. Move ahead, move ahead, boldly witnessing!

Everlasting good news to all sorts of people bring.

Join in praise to Jehovah, our God and King,

As we preach from door to door.

Though opposers would like us to fear,

Don’t hold back, but let ev’ryone hear.

Tell the news that the Kingdom of God is here.

Teach the truth yet more and more.



	3. Move ahead, move ahead, always follow through,

And improve in your skills,

for there’s so much work to do.

Let the spirit of God keep on leading you.

Find the joy that is divine.

Love the people you work hard to find.

Keep returning to reach heart and mind.

And assist them to grow and to be refined,

So the light of truth will shine.







(See also Phil. 1:27; 3:16; Heb. 10:39.)





^ (Heb. 6:1) Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^ (Phil. 1:27) Only behave in a manner worthy of the good news about the Christ, so that whether I come and see you or I am absent, I may hear about you and learn that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one soul, striving side by side for the faith of the good news,



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Heb. 10:39) Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.*

Or “souls.”














^ ***sjj song 139 See Yourself When All Is New***


SONG 139

See Yourself When All Is New


(Revelation 21:1-5)


	1. Just see yourself, just see me too;

Just see us all in a world that is new.

Think how you’ll feel, how it will be,

To live in peace, to be truly free.

No evil one will then prevail;

Rule by our God cannot ever fail.

The time will have come for a new earthly start,

The song of our praises

will pour out from our heart:

(CHORUS)

“We thank you, our God, for all you have done.

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”





	2. Now see yourself, and see me too;

And look ahead to a world that is new.

No sight we see, no sound we hear

Will cause alarm or give rise to fear.

All has come true, just as he said;

Now over mankind, his tent is spread.

He now will awaken those sleeping in death;

Their voices will join ours with

ev’ry grateful breath:

(CHORUS)

“We thank you, our God, for all you have done.

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”









(See also Ps. 37:10, 11; Isa. 65:17; John 5:28; 2 Pet. 3:13.)





^ (Rev. 21:1-5) And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea is no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ (Ps. 37:10, 11) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (John 5:28) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice



^ (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.









^ ***w06 5/15 p. 18 par. 3 Highlights From Book One of Psalms***

11:3​—What foundations are torn down? These are the very foundations on which human society rests​—law, order, and justice. When these are in disarray, social disorder prevails and there is no justice. Under such conditions, “anyone righteous” must fully trust in God.​—Psalm 11:4-7.



^  (Ps. 11:3) When the foundations* are torn down, What can the righteous do?”

Or “the foundations of justice.”


^  (Ps. 11:4-7) Jehovah is in his holy temple. Jehovah’s throne is in the heavens. His own eyes see, his watchful* eyes examine the sons of men.  5 Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.  6 Upon the wicked, he will rain down snares;* Fire and sulfur and a scorching wind will be the portion of their cup.  7 For Jehovah is righteous; he loves righteous acts. The upright will see his face.*

Or “beaming.”
Or “His soul; His very being.”
Or possibly, “burning coals.”
Or “experience his favor.”








^ ***wp16 No. 4 p. 11 Is a World Free of Violence Possible?***


The Bible promises that God will soon cleanse this earth of violence. Today’s violent world is facing God’s “day of judgment and of destruction of the ungodly people.” (2 Peter 3:5-7) No more will violent people make others suffer. How can we be sure that God wants to intervene and eradicate violence?

God “hates anyone who loves violence,” says the Bible. (Psalm 11:5) The Creator loves peace and justice. (Psalm 33:5; 37:28) That is why he will not tolerate violent people forever.





^ (2 Pet. 3:5-7) For they deliberately ignore this fact, that long ago there were heavens and an earth standing firmly out of water and in the midst of water by the word of God; 6 and that by those means the world of that time suffered destruction when it was flooded with water. 7 But by the same word the heavens and the earth that now exist are reserved for fire and are being kept until the day of judgment and of destruction of the ungodly people.



^ (Ps. 11:5) Jehovah examines the righteous one as well as the wicked one; He* hates anyone who loves violence.

Or “His soul; His very being.”


^ (Ps. 33:5) He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.



^ (Ps. 37:28) For Jehovah loves justice, And he will not abandon his loyal ones. They will always be guarded; But the descendants of the wicked will be done away with.









^ ***w17 August pp. 6-7 Are You Willing to Wait Patiently?***


15 Why was David willing to wait patiently? He gives us the answer in the very psalm in which he four times asked: “How long?” This is what he says: “As for me, I trust in your loyal love; my heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation. I will sing to Jehovah, for he has richly rewarded me.” (Ps. 13:5, 6) David trusted in Jehovah’s loyal love. He joyfully looked forward to deliverance, and he reflected on how Jehovah had dealt rewardingly with him. Yes, David felt that the wait would be worth it.

With regard to exercising patience, Jehovah does not expect us to do something that he is not willing to do himself







^  (Ps. 13:5, 6) As for me, I trust in your loyal love; My heart will rejoice in your acts of salvation.  6 I will sing to Jehovah, for he has richly rewarded me.*

Or “he has dealt rewardingly with me.”








^ ***kr p. 236 The Kingdom Carries Out God’s Will on Earth***


16. How does the Bible describe the security we will enjoy in Paradise?

16 Security. At long last, the heartwarming word picture painted at Isaiah 11:6-9 will see a complete fulfillment even in a literal sense. Men, women, and children will be safe and secure wherever they go on earth. No creature, whether human or animal, will pose any threat. Imagine a time when you will see this entire planet as your home, where you can swim in the rivers, lakes, and seas; traverse the mountain ranges; and roam the grasslands in complete safety. And when night falls, you will not worry. The words of Ezekiel 34:25 will come true, so that it will even be possible for God’s people to “dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the forests.”





^  (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^  (Ezek. 34:25) “‘“And I will make a covenant of peace with them, and I will rid the land of vicious wild beasts, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the forests.









^ ***w13 9/15 pp. 19-20 Have You Been Transformed?***


12. What do you see is the general thinking of people today, and how may this attitude pose a danger for Christians?

12 Sadly, we are surrounded by people in the world who fit Paul’s description. They likely think that it is old-fashioned or intolerant to insist on standards and principles. Many teachers and parents take a permissive approach and promote a “liberal” way of thinking. To them, everything is relative; nothing is absolute. Even many who claim to be religious feel that they are at liberty to do what they think is right, without any obligation to obey God and his commandments. (Ps. 14:1) This attitude may pose a real threat to true Christians. The unwary may adopt the same view of theocratic arrangements. They may be unwilling to go along with congregation procedures and may even complain about anything not to their liking. Or they may have reservations about Bible-based counsel on entertainment, use of the Internet, and the pursuit of higher education.





^  (Ps. 14:1) The foolish* one says in his heart: “There is no Jehovah.” Their actions are corrupt, and their dealings are detestable; No one is doing good.

Or “senseless.”








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 3***


Imitate Paul

3. Choose appealing words. For example, when speaking with someone from a non-Christian background, you may need to adjust the way you introduce the Bible or how you refer to Jesus.








^ ***lmd lesson 3 point 4***


4. Speak kindly and respectfully. When you feel compassion for the person and truly want to help him, it will come through in the way you speak. Choose your words and tone of voice carefully, and avoid saying things that could offend.








^ ***lmd lesson 7 point 4***


3. Adapt your schedule to the other person’s. Ask yourself: ‘When would I be most likely to contact him? When and where would he be most likely to converse with me?’ Be willing to follow up, even if the time is inconvenient for you.

4. Make an appointment. At the end of each conversation, try to confirm a specific time when you can speak with the person again. Be sure to keep the appointment.








^ ***lff lesson 13***



SUMMARY

False religion has misrepresented God by means of its false teachings and terrible practices. God will destroy false religion.

Review

	  How do you feel about what false religion has taught and how it has acted?



	  How does Jehovah feel about false religion?



	  What will God do to false religion?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

At the next congregation meeting, ask someone, “Why did you become one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?”



Other: 


















^ ***lff lesson 13***




EXPLORE



Learn about two ways that most religions displease God.

“Are All Religions the Same? Do They All Lead to God?” (Web article)







Why does Jehovah want us to worship him along with others?

“Is It Necessary to Belong to an Organized Religion?” (Web article)







A priest was troubled by his religion. But this did not stop him from learning the truth about God.

“Why a Priest Left His Church” (Awake!, February 2015)







For generations, religions have told lies that make God seem distant and cruel. Learn the truth about three of those lies.

“Lies That Make God Seem Unlovable” (The Watchtower, November 1, 2013)
















^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***sjj song 8 Jehovah Is Our Refuge***


SONG 8

Jehovah Is Our Refuge


(Psalm 91)


	1. Jehovah is our refuge,

Our God in whom we trust.

His shadow is our shelter;

Remain in it we must.

His faithful ones he will defend,

On this we know we can depend.

Jehovah is a stronghold,

Ever faithful, loyal, and just.



	2. Though thousands will have fallen

And many at our side,

The righteous and the meek ones

Will never be denied.

So in our hearts we need not fear;

Calamity will not come near.

From danger he will shield us,

For beneath God’s wings we’ll reside.



	3. He’ll keep us and protect us

From snares along our way,

From terrors in the nighttime,

And arrows by the day.

Yes, there will be no cause for dread,

No place where we will fear to tread.

Jehovah is our refuge,

Ever guarding us on our way.







(See also Ps. 97:10; 121:3, 5; Isa. 52:12.)





^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (Ps. 121:3) He will never allow your foot to slip.* The One guarding you will never be drowsy.

Or “totter.”


^ (Ps. 121:5) Jehovah is guarding you. Jehovah is the shade at your right hand.



^ (Isa. 52:12) For you will not depart in panic, Nor will you have to flee, For Jehovah will go ahead of you, And the God of Israel will be your rear guard.









^ ***w17 July p. 31-p. 32 Questions From Readers***


Questions From Readers



Would it be fitting for a Christian to keep a firearm, such as a handgun or a rifle, for protection against other humans?

While Christians may take reasonable steps to ensure their personal security, they do so within the framework of Bible principles. These advise against the use of carnal weapons, such as handguns, rifles, or other firearms, for protection against other humans. Consider the following:

In Jehovah’s eyes, life​—especially human life—​is sacred. The psalmist David knew that Jehovah “is the source of life.” (Ps. 36:9) Hence, if a Christian chooses to take reasonable measures to defend himself or his property, he would do everything in his power to avoid taking a human life and becoming bloodguilty.​—Deut. 22:8; Ps. 51:14.

Although using any number of objects could lead to incurring bloodguilt, guns make it easier to kill someone​—accidentally or deliberately.* Moreover, if an attacker​—who may already be tense—​sees that the other person has a firearm, the situation is very likely to escalate and a death might result.

When Jesus told his followers to equip themselves with swords on the final night of his life on earth, he did not have protection in mind. (Luke 22:36, 38) Rather, Jesus had them bring a sword for an object lesson to teach them not to resort to violence, even when confronted by an armed crowd. (Luke 22:52) After Peter wielded one of the swords against the high priest’s slave, Jesus commanded Peter: “Return your sword to its place.” Then Jesus stated a fundamental truth, a principle that guides his followers to this day: “All those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.”​—Matt. 26:51, 52.

In harmony with Micah 4:3, God’s people “beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning shears.” This identifying trait of true Christians harmonizes with the apostle Paul’s inspired exhortation: “Return evil for evil to no one. . . . If possible, as far as it depends on you, be peaceable with all men.” (Rom. 12:17, 18) Despite the many troubles that Paul experienced, including “dangers from robbers,” he lived by his words, never putting personal security above Scriptural principles. (2 Cor. 11:26) Instead, he trusted in God and in the wisdom found in His Word​—wisdom that “is better than weapons of war.”​—Eccl. 9:18.

Christians consider life to be far more valuable than material things. “Life does not result from the things [a man] possesses.” (Luke 12:15) Thus, if a mild tongue fails to stop an armed robber, wise Christians heed the principle embodied in Jesus’ words: “Do not resist the one who is wicked.” It may even require that we give up our inner and outer garments, so to speak. (Matt. 5:39, 40; Luke 6:29)* The best strategy, of course, is prevention. If we shun “the showy display of [our] means of life” and are known by our neighbors as peace-loving Witnesses of Jehovah, we may avoid being targeted by violent criminals.​—1 John 2:16; Prov. 18:10.

Christians respect others’ consciences. (Rom. 14:21) If it became known that a member of the congregation kept a gun for protection against humans, some fellow believers might be shocked, even stumbled. Love moves us to put others’ interests ahead of our own, even when that means putting aside what we may feel is a legal right.​—1 Cor. 10:32, 33; 13:4, 5.

Christians strive to be exemplary. (2 Cor. 4:2; 1 Pet. 5:2, 3) After receiving Scriptural counsel, a Christian who continues to keep a gun for protection against other humans could not be considered exemplary. He would therefore not qualify for responsibilities or special privileges in the congregation. The same applies to a Christian who continues to carry a firearm as part of his secular work. How much better to seek other employment!*

How a Christian chooses to protect himself, his family, or his possessions is, of course, largely a personal matter, as is his choice of employment. That said, Bible principles reflect God’s wisdom and his love for us. Out of regard for those principles, spiritually mature Christians choose not to keep a firearm for protection against other humans. They know that true and lasting security comes to those who demonstrate trust in God by living in harmony with Bible principles.​—Ps. 97:10; Prov. 1:33; 2:6, 7.



^  A Christian might decide to own a firearm (such as a rifle or a shotgun) for hunting animals for food or for protection against wild animals. When not in use, though, such weapons are best kept unloaded, perhaps even disassembled, and safely locked away. Where gun ownership is illegal, restricted, or regulated in some other way, Christians obey the law.​—Rom. 13:1.


^  Regarding the matter of defending oneself against rape, see the article “How to Prevent Rape” in the March 8, 1993, issue of Awake!


^  Further details on the question of accepting employment that involves being armed are found in The Watchtower of November 1, 2005, p. 31; and July 15, 1983, pp. 25-26.






^  (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^  (Deut. 22:8) “If you build a new house, you must also make a parapet for your roof, so that you may not bring bloodguilt on your house because of someone falling from it.



^  (Ps. 51:14) Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God of my salvation, So that my tongue may joyfully declare your righteousness.



^  (Luke 22:36) Then he said to them: “But now let the one who has a money bag take it, likewise a food pouch, and let the one who has no sword sell his outer garment and buy one.



^  (Luke 22:38) Then they said: “Lord, look! here are two swords.” He said to them: “It is enough.”



^  (Luke 22:52) Jesus then said to the chief priests and captains of the temple and elders who had come there for him: “Did you come out with swords and clubs as against a robber?



^  (Matt. 26:51, 52) But look! one of those with Jesus reached out his hand and drew his sword and struck the slave of the high priest, taking off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.



^  (Mic. 4:3) He will render judgment among many peoples And set matters straight* respecting mighty nations far away. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^  (Rom. 12:17, 18) Return evil for evil to no one. Take into consideration what is fine from the viewpoint of all men. 18 If possible, as far as it depends on you, be peaceable with all men.



^  (2 Cor. 11:26) in journeys often, in dangers from rivers, in dangers from robbers, in dangers from my own people, in dangers from the nations, in dangers in the city, in dangers in the wilderness, in dangers at sea, in dangers among false brothers,



^  (Eccl. 9:18) Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but just one sinner can destroy much good.



^  (Luke 12:15) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed, because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.”



^  (Matt. 5:39, 40) However, I say to you: Do not resist the one who is wicked, but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other also to him. 40 And if a person wants to take you to court and get possession of your inner garment, let him also have your outer garment;



^  (Luke 6:29) To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also; and from him who takes away your outer garment, do not withhold the inner garment either.



^  (1 John 2:16) because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (Prov. 18:10) The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous one runs and receives protection.*

Lit., “is raised high,” that is, out of reach, safe.


^  (Rom. 14:21) It is best not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything over which your brother stumbles.



^  (1 Cor. 10:32, 33) Keep from becoming causes for stumbling to Jews as well as Greeks and to the congregation of God, 33 just as I am trying to please all people in all things, not seeking my own advantage, but that of the many, so that they may be saved.



^  (1 Cor. 13:4, 5) Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up, 5 does not behave indecently, does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. It does not keep account of the injury.



^  (2 Cor. 4:2) But we have renounced the shameful, underhanded things, not walking with cunning or adulterating the word of God; but by making the truth manifest, we recommend ourselves to every human conscience in the sight of God.



^  (1 Pet. 5:2, 3) Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those who are God’s inheritance, but becoming examples to the flock.

Or “carefully watching over it.”


^  (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^  (Prov. 1:33) But the one listening to me will dwell in security And be undisturbed by the dread of calamity.”



^  (Prov. 2:6, 7) For Jehovah himself gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge and discernment.  7 He treasures up practical wisdom for the upright; He is a shield for those walking in integrity.



^ (Rom. 13:1) Let every person be in subjection to the superior authorities, for there is no authority except by God; the existing authorities stand placed in their relative positions by God.









^ ***bt pp. 47-50 Stephen—“Full of Divine Favor and Power”***


Boldly Witnessing About “the God of Glory” (Acts 7:1-53)

9, 10. Critics have made what claim about Stephen’s speech before the Sanhedrin, and what do we need to keep in mind?

9 As mentioned at the outset, Stephen’s face was serene, angelic, as he heard the charges against him. Now Caiaphas turned to him and said: “Are these things so?” (Acts 7:1) It was Stephen’s turn to speak. And speak he did!

10 Some critics have attacked Stephen’s speech, claiming that for all its length, it did not even answer the charge against him. In truth, though, Stephen set a sterling example for us of how to “make a defense” of the good news. (1 Pet. 3:15) Keep in mind that Stephen was charged with blaspheming God by denigrating the temple and with blaspheming Moses by speaking against the Law. Stephen’s reply is a summary of three phases of the history of Israel, with certain points carefully emphasized. Let us consider these three phases of history one at a time.

11, 12. (a) How did Stephen make effective use of Abraham’s example? (b) Why was Joseph relevant to Stephen’s speech?

11 The era of the patriarchs. (Acts 7:1-16) Stephen began by talking about Abraham, whom the Jews respected for his faith. While starting on this important common ground, Stephen emphasized that Jehovah, “the God of glory,” first revealed himself to Abraham in Mesopotamia. (Acts 7:2) In fact, that man was an alien resident in the Promised Land. Abraham had neither a temple nor the Mosaic Law. How could anyone insist that faithfulness to God must always depend on such arrangements?

12 Abraham’s descendant Joseph was also highly esteemed by Stephen’s audience, but Stephen reminded them that Joseph’s own brothers, the fathers of the tribes of Israel, persecuted that righteous man and sold him into slavery. Yet, he became God’s instrument for saving Israel from famine. Stephen no doubt saw the clear similarities between Joseph and Jesus Christ, but he held back that comparison in order to keep his audience with him as long as possible.

13. How did the discussion about Moses answer the charges against Stephen, and what theme did this help to develop?

13 The time of Moses. (Acts 7:17-43) Stephen said much about Moses​—wisely so, since many members of the Sanhedrin were Sadducees, who rejected all Bible books other than those written by Moses. Remember, too, the charge that Stephen had blasphemed Moses. Stephen’s words answered that charge directly, for he showed that he had the greatest respect for Moses and for the Law. (Acts 7:38) He noted that Moses too was faced with rejection by those whom he endeavored to save. They rejected him when he was 40 years old. Over 40 years later, they challenged his leadership on a number of occasions.* Stephen thus steadily developed a key theme: God’s people repeatedly rejected those whom Jehovah had appointed to lead them.

14. The use of Moses’ example supported what points in Stephen’s speech?

14 Stephen reminded his audience that Moses had foretold that a prophet like Moses would arise from Israel. Who would that be, and how would he be received? Stephen saved the answers for his conclusion. He made another key point: Moses had learned that any ground can be made holy, as in the case of the ground at the burning bush, where Jehovah had spoken to him. So, can worship of Jehovah be limited or confined to a single building, such as the temple in Jerusalem? Let us see.

15, 16. (a) Why was the tabernacle important to the argument Stephen was developing? (b) How did Stephen use Solomon’s temple in his discussion?

15 The tabernacle and the temple. (Acts 7:44-50) Stephen reminded the court that before there was any temple in Jerusalem, God had Moses construct a tabernacle​—a movable, tentlike structure for worship. Who would dare to argue that the tabernacle was inferior to the temple, since Moses himself had worshipped there?

16 Later, when Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem, he was inspired to convey a vital lesson in his prayer. As Stephen put it, “the Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands.” (Acts 7:48; 2 Chron. 6:18) Jehovah may make use of a temple to further his purposes, but he is not confined to it. Why, then, should his worshippers feel that pure worship depends on a building made by human hands? Stephen brought this argument to a powerful conclusion by quoting the book of Isaiah: “The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What sort of house will you build for me? Jehovah says. Or where is my resting-place? My hand made all these things, did it not?”​—Acts 7:49, 50; Isa. 66:1, 2.

17. How had Stephen’s speech (a) addressed the attitudes of his hearers and (b) responded to the charges against him?

17 As you review Stephen’s speech to the Sanhedrin up to this point, would you not agree that he skillfully addressed the attitudes of his accusers? He showed that Jehovah’s purpose is progressive and dynamic, not static and tradition-bound. Those who were mired in reverence for that lovely building in Jerusalem and for the customs and traditions that had grown up around the Mosaic Law had missed the whole purpose behind the Law and the temple! Indirectly, Stephen’s speech raised the vital question: Do you not honor the Law and the temple best by obeying Jehovah? Really, Stephen’s words provided an excellent defense of his own actions, for he had obeyed Jehovah as best he could.





^ (Acts 7:1-53) But the high priest said: “Are these things so?” 2 Stephen replied: “Men, brothers and fathers, listen. The God of glory appeared to our forefather Abraham while he was in Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, before he took up residence in Haʹran, 3 and he said to him: ‘Go out from your land and from your relatives and come into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out of the land of the Chal·deʹans and took up residence in Haʹran. And from there, after his father died, God caused him to resettle in this land where you now dwell. 5 And yet, he did not give him any inheritance in it, no, not even enough to put his foot on; but he promised to give it to him as a possession and after him to his offspring, though as yet he had no child. 6 Moreover, God told him that his offspring would be foreigners in a land not theirs and that the people would enslave them and afflict* them for 400 years. 7 ‘And that nation for which they will slave I will judge,’ God said, ‘and after these things they will come out and will offer sacred service to me in this place.’ 8 “He also gave him a covenant of circumcision, and he became the father of Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the 12 family heads. 9 And the family heads became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. But God was with him, 10 and he rescued him out of all his tribulations and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharʹaoh king of Egypt. And he appointed him to govern Egypt and his whole house. 11 But a famine came on all of Egypt and Caʹnaan, yes, a great tribulation, and our forefathers could not find anything to eat. 12 But Jacob heard that there were food supplies* in Egypt, and he sent our forefathers out the first time. 13 During the second time, Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and the family of Joseph became known to Pharʹaoh. 14 So Joseph sent a message and called his father Jacob and all his relatives from that place, 75 persons in all. 15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died there, and so did our forefathers. 16 They were carried to Sheʹchem and were laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver money from the sons of Haʹmor in Sheʹchem. 17 “Just as the time was approaching to fulfill the promise that God had announced to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 18 until there rose a different king over Egypt, one who did not know of Joseph. 19 This one dealt cunningly with our race* and wrongfully forced the fathers to abandon* their infants so that they would not be kept alive. 20 At that time Moses was born, and he was divinely beautiful. And he was nursed* for three months in his father’s home. 21 But when he was abandoned,* the daughter of Pharʹaoh took him and brought him up as her own son. 22 So Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. In fact, he was powerful in his words and deeds. 23 “Now when he reached the age of 40, it came into his heart to make a visit on* his brothers, the sons of Israel. 24 When he caught sight of one of them being unjustly treated, he defended him and avenged the one being abused by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He thought that his brothers would grasp that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not grasp it. 26 The next day he appeared to them as they were fighting, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying: ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you mistreat each other?’ 27 But the one who was mistreating his neighbor pushed him away, saying: ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge over us? 28 You do not want to do away with me the way you did away with the Egyptian yesterday, do you?’ 29 On hearing this, Moses fled and lived as a foreigner in the land of Midʹi·an, where he became the father of two sons. 30 “After 40 years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Siʹnai in the flame of a burning thornbush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight. But as he was approaching to investigate, Jehovah’s voice was heard: 32 ‘I am the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ Moses started trembling and did not dare to investigate further. 33 Jehovah said to him: ‘Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have certainly seen the oppression of my people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. Now come, I will send you off to Egypt.’ 35 This same Moses whom they had disowned, saying: ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge?’ is the very one God sent as both ruler and deliverer by means of the angel who appeared to him in the thornbush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for 40 years. 37 “This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel: ‘God will raise up for you from among your brothers a prophet like me.’ 38 This is the one who came to be among the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Siʹnai and with our forefathers, and he received living sacred pronouncements to give us. 39 Our forefathers refused to obey him, but they pushed him aside and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron: ‘Make gods for us to go ahead of us. For we do not know what has happened to this Moses, who led us out of the land of Egypt.’ 41 So they made a calf in those days and brought a sacrifice to the idol and began to enjoy themselves in the works of their hands. 42 So God turned away from them and handed them over to offer sacred service to the army of heaven, just as it is written in the book of the Prophets: ‘It was not to me that you made offerings and sacrifices for 40 years in the wilderness, was it, O house of Israel? 43 But it was the tent of Moʹloch and the star of the god Reʹphan that you took up, the images that you made to worship them. So I will deport you beyond Babylon.’ 44 “Our forefathers had the tent of the witness in the wilderness, just as He gave orders when speaking to Moses to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 And our forefathers received possession of it and brought it in with Joshua into the land possessed by the nations, whom God drove out from before our forefathers. Here it remained until the days of David. 46 He found favor in the sight of God and asked for the privilege of providing* a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solʹo·mon who built a house for him. 48 However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands, just as the prophet says: 49 ‘The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What sort of house will you build for me? Jehovah says. Or where is my resting-place? 50 My hand made all these things, did it not?’ 51 “Obstinate men and uncircumcised in hearts and ears, you are always resisting the holy spirit; as your forefathers did, so you do. 52 Which one of the prophets did your forefathers not persecute? Yes, they killed those who announced in advance the coming of the righteous one, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become, 53 you who received the Law as transmitted by angels but have not kept it.”

Or “mistreat.”
Or “there was grain.”
Or “people.”
Or “expose.”
Or “brought up.”
Or “exposed.”
Or “to check the conditions of.”
Or “finding.”


^  (Acts 7:1) But the high priest said: “Are these things so?”



^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (Acts 7:1-16) But the high priest said: “Are these things so?” 2 Stephen replied: “Men, brothers and fathers, listen. The God of glory appeared to our forefather Abraham while he was in Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, before he took up residence in Haʹran, 3 and he said to him: ‘Go out from your land and from your relatives and come into the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out of the land of the Chal·deʹans and took up residence in Haʹran. And from there, after his father died, God caused him to resettle in this land where you now dwell. 5 And yet, he did not give him any inheritance in it, no, not even enough to put his foot on; but he promised to give it to him as a possession and after him to his offspring, though as yet he had no child. 6 Moreover, God told him that his offspring would be foreigners in a land not theirs and that the people would enslave them and afflict* them for 400 years. 7 ‘And that nation for which they will slave I will judge,’ God said, ‘and after these things they will come out and will offer sacred service to me in this place.’ 8 “He also gave him a covenant of circumcision, and he became the father of Isaac and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the 12 family heads. 9 And the family heads became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. But God was with him, 10 and he rescued him out of all his tribulations and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharʹaoh king of Egypt. And he appointed him to govern Egypt and his whole house. 11 But a famine came on all of Egypt and Caʹnaan, yes, a great tribulation, and our forefathers could not find anything to eat. 12 But Jacob heard that there were food supplies* in Egypt, and he sent our forefathers out the first time. 13 During the second time, Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and the family of Joseph became known to Pharʹaoh. 14 So Joseph sent a message and called his father Jacob and all his relatives from that place, 75 persons in all. 15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died there, and so did our forefathers. 16 They were carried to Sheʹchem and were laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver money from the sons of Haʹmor in Sheʹchem.

Or “mistreat.”
Or “there was grain.”


^  (Acts 7:2) Stephen replied: “Men, brothers and fathers, listen. The God of glory appeared to our forefather Abraham while he was in Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, before he took up residence in Haʹran,



^  (Acts 7:17-43) “Just as the time was approaching to fulfill the promise that God had announced to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, 18 until there rose a different king over Egypt, one who did not know of Joseph. 19 This one dealt cunningly with our race* and wrongfully forced the fathers to abandon* their infants so that they would not be kept alive. 20 At that time Moses was born, and he was divinely beautiful. And he was nursed* for three months in his father’s home. 21 But when he was abandoned,* the daughter of Pharʹaoh took him and brought him up as her own son. 22 So Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. In fact, he was powerful in his words and deeds. 23 “Now when he reached the age of 40, it came into his heart to make a visit on* his brothers, the sons of Israel. 24 When he caught sight of one of them being unjustly treated, he defended him and avenged the one being abused by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He thought that his brothers would grasp that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not grasp it. 26 The next day he appeared to them as they were fighting, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying: ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you mistreat each other?’ 27 But the one who was mistreating his neighbor pushed him away, saying: ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge over us? 28 You do not want to do away with me the way you did away with the Egyptian yesterday, do you?’ 29 On hearing this, Moses fled and lived as a foreigner in the land of Midʹi·an, where he became the father of two sons. 30 “After 40 years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Siʹnai in the flame of a burning thornbush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight. But as he was approaching to investigate, Jehovah’s voice was heard: 32 ‘I am the God of your forefathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ Moses started trembling and did not dare to investigate further. 33 Jehovah said to him: ‘Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. 34 I have certainly seen the oppression of my people who are in Egypt, and I have heard their groaning, and I have come down to rescue them. Now come, I will send you off to Egypt.’ 35 This same Moses whom they had disowned, saying: ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge?’ is the very one God sent as both ruler and deliverer by means of the angel who appeared to him in the thornbush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for 40 years. 37 “This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel: ‘God will raise up for you from among your brothers a prophet like me.’ 38 This is the one who came to be among the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Siʹnai and with our forefathers, and he received living sacred pronouncements to give us. 39 Our forefathers refused to obey him, but they pushed him aside and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron: ‘Make gods for us to go ahead of us. For we do not know what has happened to this Moses, who led us out of the land of Egypt.’ 41 So they made a calf in those days and brought a sacrifice to the idol and began to enjoy themselves in the works of their hands. 42 So God turned away from them and handed them over to offer sacred service to the army of heaven, just as it is written in the book of the Prophets: ‘It was not to me that you made offerings and sacrifices for 40 years in the wilderness, was it, O house of Israel? 43 But it was the tent of Moʹloch and the star of the god Reʹphan that you took up, the images that you made to worship them. So I will deport you beyond Babylon.’

Or “people.”
Or “expose.”
Or “brought up.”
Or “exposed.”
Or “to check the conditions of.”


^  (Acts 7:38) This is the one who came to be among the congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Siʹnai and with our forefathers, and he received living sacred pronouncements to give us.



^  (Acts 7:44-50) “Our forefathers had the tent of the witness in the wilderness, just as He gave orders when speaking to Moses to make it according to the pattern he had seen. 45 And our forefathers received possession of it and brought it in with Joshua into the land possessed by the nations, whom God drove out from before our forefathers. Here it remained until the days of David. 46 He found favor in the sight of God and asked for the privilege of providing* a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solʹo·mon who built a house for him. 48 However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands, just as the prophet says: 49 ‘The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What sort of house will you build for me? Jehovah says. Or where is my resting-place? 50 My hand made all these things, did it not?’

Or “finding.”


^  (Acts 7:48) However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made with hands, just as the prophet says:



^  (2 Chron. 6:18) “But will God really dwell with mankind on the earth? Look! The heavens, yes, the heaven of the heavens, cannot contain you; how much less, then, this house that I have built!



^  (Acts 7:49, 50) ‘The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What sort of house will you build for me? Jehovah says. Or where is my resting-place? 50 My hand made all these things, did it not?’



^  (Isa. 66:1, 2) This is what Jehovah says: “The heavens are my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where, then, is the house that you could build for me, And where is my resting-place?”  2 “My own hand has made all these things, And this is how they all came to be,” declares Jehovah. “To this one, then, I will look, To the one humble and broken in spirit who trembles at* my word.

Or “is anxious about.”






^  Stephen’s speech contains information we can find nowhere else in the Bible, such as facts about Moses’ Egyptian education, his age when he first fled Egypt, and the length of his sojourn in Midian.









^ ***sjj song 40 To Whom Do We Belong?***


SONG 40

To Whom Do We Belong?


(Romans 14:8)


	1. To whom do you belong?

Which god do you now obey?

Your master’s the one to whom you bow.

He is your god; you serve him now.

You cannot serve two gods;

Devotion cannot be shared.

And so in the end your choice will depend

On how your heart is prepared.



	2. To whom do you belong?

Which god will you now obey?

For one god is false and one is true,

So make your choice; it’s up to you.

Will Caesar of this world

Possess your allegiance still?

Or will you obey the true God today

By always doing his will?



	3. To whom do I belong?

Jehovah I will obey.

My Father in heaven I will serve;

I’ll pay my vows without reserve.

He bought me at great cost;

Devoted to him I’ll stay.

To him I will give each moment I live.

His name I’ll honor each day.







(See also Josh. 24:15; Ps. 116:14, 18; 2 Tim. 2:19.)





^ (Rom. 14:8) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah.



^ (Josh. 24:15) Now if it seems bad to you to serve Jehovah, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve, whether the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the River* or the gods of the Amʹor·ites in whose land you are dwelling. But as for me and my household, we will serve Jehovah.”

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Ps. 116:14) I will pay my vows to Jehovah In the presence of all his people.



^ (Ps. 116:18) I will pay my vows to Jehovah In the presence of all his people,



^ (2 Tim. 2:19) Despite that, the solid foundation of God remains standing, having this seal, “Jehovah knows those who belong to him,” and, “Let everyone calling on the name of Jehovah renounce unrighteousness.”
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