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[image: Sisters preach to a woman in the Tzotzil language in Chiapas, Mexico]
Pioneers sharing the good news in the Tzotzil language in Chiapas, Mexico






Sample Presentations




THE WATCHTOWER




[image: The Watchtower No. 6 2016 | Enlightening Visions of the Spirit Realm]


Question: If someone asked you what heaven is like, how would you answer?

Scripture: Joh 8:23

Offer: This issue of The Watchtower discusses what Jesus and his Father have revealed about heaven.







TEACH THE TRUTH




[image: An open Bible]


Question: Would you agree that this Bible prophecy describes what we see today?

Scripture: 2Ti 3:1-5

Truth: Since the Bible’s prophecy about the last days is being fulfilled now, we can also trust that the prophecy about a better future will be fulfilled.







WHY STUDY THE BIBLE? (Video)




[image: Why Study the Bible? (video)]


Introduction: We’re showing people a short video that explains where we can find satisfying answers to life’s big questions. [Play the video.]

Offer: This book shows what the Bible says about how God will fix the world’s problems. [Offer the Bible Teach or Teach Us book.]







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (John 8:23) He went on to say to them: “You are from the realms below; I am from the realms above. You are from this world; I am not from this world.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.








November 7-13

PROVERBS 27-31





	  Song 86 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “The Bible Describes a Capable Wife”: (10 min.)

	Pr 31:10-12—She is trustworthy (w15 1/15 20 ¶10; w00 2/1 31 ¶2; it-2 1183)



	Pr 31:13-27—She is industrious (w00 2/1 31 ¶3-4)



	Pr 31:28-31—She is a spiritual person who is worthy of praise (w15 1/15 20 ¶8; w00 2/1 31 ¶5, 8)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Pr 27:12—How may we show ourselves to be shrewd regarding entertainment? (w15 7/1 8 ¶3)



	Pr 27:21—How is a person “tested by the praise he receives”? (w11 8/1 29 ¶2; w06 9/15 19 ¶12)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Pr 29:11–30:4










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion. Play each presentation video, and then discuss the highlights. Encourage publishers to build their own presentation.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 89



	  “Her Husband Is Well-Known in the City Gates”: (5 min.) Talk by an elder.



	  Local Needs: (10 min.) As an option, discuss the lessons learned from the Yearbook. (yb16 40-41)



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 3 ¶13-22, the chart “Jehovah Progressively Reveals His Purpose,” and the box “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 108 and Prayer















^ (Prov. 31:10-12) Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.* 11 Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value. 12 She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life.

Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.


^ (Prov. 31:28-31) Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her. 29 There are many capable* women, But you—you surpass them all. 30 Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised. 31 Give her the reward for what she does,* And let her works praise her in the city gates.

Or “excellent.”
Or “empty.”
Lit., “Give her from the fruit of her hands.”


^ (Prov. 27:12) The shrewd person sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^ (Prov. 27:21) As the refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, So a person is tested by the praise he receives.*

Or “So a man is according to his praise.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | PROVERBS 27-31

The Bible Describes a Capable Wife





Proverbs chapter 31 contains a weighty message to King Lemuel from his mother. Her wise counsel taught him what to look for in a capable wife.






A capable wife is trustworthy




[image: A woman in Bible times passes food to her family]


31:10-12

	  She provides valuable suggestions concerning family decisions while remaining submissive



	  Her husband trusts her to make wise decisions, not insisting that she obtain his approval for every matter










A capable wife is industrious




[image: A woman in Bible times grinds grain]


31:13-27

	  She learns to be thrifty and live modestly so that her family can be neatly dressed, presentable, and well-nourished



	  She works hard and watches over her household day and night










A capable wife is spiritual




[image: A woman prays]


31:30

	  She fears God and cultivates a personal relationship with him











DID YOU KNOW?


Red coral was highly prized in Bible times. It was beautiful, rare, and difficult to obtain. Found in the Mediterranean and Red seas, it was an important trade item.



[image: Red coral]


The Bible indicates the value of coral by referring to it in much the same way as it does to gold, silver, and sapphire.

God’s Word says that the value of a capable wife is “far more than that of corals.”—Pr 31:10.







^ (Prov. 31:10-12) Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.* 11 Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value. 12 She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life.

Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.


^ (Prov. 31:30) Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised.

Or “empty.”


^ (Prov. 31:10) Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.*

Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

“Her Husband Is Well-Known in the City Gates”





A capable wife reflects well on her husband. In King Lemuel’s day, a husband who had a capable wife was “well-known in the city gates.” (Pr 31:23) Today, respected men serve as elders and ministerial servants. If married, their ability to serve depends much on the good conduct and fine support of their wives. (1Ti 3:4, 11) Such capable wives are greatly appreciated, not just by their husbands but also by the congregation.



[image: A wife speaks kindly to her husband, cares for the children while he deals with congregation matters, and shops for food]







A capable wife helps her husband to serve by . . .


	  encouraging him with kind words.—Pr 31:26



	  sharing him willingly with the congregation.—1Th 2:7, 8



	  living modestly.—1Ti 6:8



	  not asking him about confidential congregation matters.—1Ti 2:11, 12; 1Pe 4:15













^ (Prov. 31:23) Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land.



^ (1 Tim. 3:4) a man presiding over* his own household in a fine manner, having his children in subjection with all seriousness

Or “managing.”


^ (1 Tim. 3:11) Women should likewise be serious, not slanderous, moderate in habits, faithful in all things.



^ (Prov. 31:26) She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue.

Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”


^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for* her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined* to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves,* because you became so beloved to us.

Or “cherishes.”
Lit., “well-pleased.”
Or “souls.”


^ (1 Tim. 6:8) So, having food* and clothing,* we will be content with these things.

Or “sustenance.”
Or “shelter.” Lit., “covering.”


^ (1 Tim. 2:11, 12) Let a woman learn in silence* with full submissiveness. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man, but she is to remain silent.*

Or “quietness; calmness.”
Or “remain calm; remain quiet.”


^ (1 Pet. 4:15) However, let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or a wrongdoer or a busybody in other people’s matters.








November 14-20

ECCLESIASTES 1-6





	  Song 66 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Find Enjoyment in All Your Hard Work”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Ecclesiastes.]



	Ec 3:12, 13—The ability to enjoy hard work is a gift from God (w15 2/1 4-6)



	Ec 4:6—Cultivate a balanced view of work (w15 2/1 6 ¶3-5)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ec 2:10, 11—What did Solomon discover regarding wealth? (w08 4/15 22 ¶9-10)



	Ec 3:16, 17—How should we view injustices in this world? (w06 11/1 14 ¶9)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ec 1:1-18










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp16.6 cover—Leave a JW.ORG contact card.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp16.6 cover—Read scriptures from a mobile device.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 22-23 ¶11-12—Invite the person to the meetings.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 140



	  “What Can the Bible Teach Us?—How to Use It”: (15 min.) Discussion. Afterward, play and discuss the video that shows a portion of a Bible study using Truth 4 on page 115 of the Teach Us book.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 4 ¶1-6 and the box “The Meaning of God’s Name”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 112 and Prayer















^ (Eccl. 3:12, 13) I have concluded that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good during their life, 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God.



^ (Eccl. 4:6) Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind.



^ (Eccl. 2:10, 11) I did not deny myself anything that I desired.* I did not withhold from my heart any sort of pleasure,* for my heart was joyful because of all my hard work, and this was my reward* for all my hard work. 11 But when I reflected on all the works that my own hands had done and on all the hard work that I had toiled to accomplish, I saw that everything was futile, a chasing after the wind; there was nothing of real value* under the sun.

Lit., “that my eyes asked for.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “portion.”
Or “of advantage.”


^ (Eccl. 3:16, 17) I have also seen this under the sun: In the place of justice there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness there was wickedness. 17 So I said in my heart: “The true God will judge both the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every activity and every action.”








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ECCLESIASTES 1-6

Find Enjoyment in All Your Hard Work





Jehovah wants us to enjoy our work and teaches us how to do so. A person can learn to enjoy work if he approaches it with the right attitude.






You can find enjoyment in your work when you . . .


3:13; 4:6

	

[image: A man enjoys his work]


  cultivate a positive attitude



	

[image: A man thinks about how his work helps others]


  think about how your work helps others



	

[image: A man has a meal with his family]


  do your best at work, but when you leave your job, you focus on your family and your worship













^ (Eccl. 3:13) also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God.



^ (Eccl. 4:6) Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

What Can the Bible Teach Us?—How to Use It







[image: What Can the Bible Teach Us?]


The Teach Us book and the Bible Teach book are similar. Both of these tools from our teaching toolbox present the same truths and in the same order. However, the Teach Us book uses simplified wording and logic. It is designed for those who may have difficulty understanding the Bible Teach book. Instead of an appendix, the Teach Us book has endnotes that provide simple explanations of some terms and concepts found in the main text. The chapters do not have introductory questions or a review box. Instead, they conclude with a summary of Bible truths that were explained in the main text. Just as with the Bible Teach book, the Teach Us book may be offered at any time, even if it is not being featured during the month. How may we use the unique features of the Teach Us book when conducting a Bible study?





[image: Chapter summary in the Teach Us book]


SUMMARY: For most people, our usual method of conducting a study by reading the paragraph in the Bible Teach book and then asking the question will serve quite well. Suppose, however, that the student is not very familiar with the language or does not read well. In that case, you may choose to use the Teach Us book. Then, the chapter summaries may be used as the basis for the study and the student may be encouraged to read the main text on his own. Each Bible truth can often be taught in a study session that lasts about 15 minutes. Since the summaries do not include details found in the main text, the teacher must prepare well, keeping in mind the needs of the student. If the teacher conducts the study from the main text, the summaries can be used as a review.





[image: Endnotes in the Teach Us book]


ENDNOTES: The terms and concepts in the endnotes are in the order that they appear in the main text. The teacher may decide whether to discuss the endnotes in the Teach Us book during the study.











November 21-27

ECCLESIASTES 7-12





	  Song 41 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Remember . . . Your Grand Creator in the Days of Your Youth”: (10 min.)

	Ec 12:1—Youths should use their time and energy in God’s service (w14 1/15 18 ¶3; 22 ¶1)



	Ec 12:2-7—Youths are not limited by “the days of distress” that come with old age (w08 11/15 23 ¶2; w06 11/1 16 ¶9)



	Ec 12:13, 14—Serving Jehovah is the best way to give your life meaning (w11 11/1 21 ¶1-6)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ec 10:1—How is it that “a little foolishness outweighs wisdom”? (w06 11/1 16 ¶5)



	Ec 11:1—What does it mean to “cast your bread on the waters”? (w06 11/1 16 ¶7)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ec 10:12–11:10










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) 2Ti 3:1-5—Teach the Truth.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Isa 44:27–45:2—Teach the Truth.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 25-26 ¶18-20—Invite the student to the meetings.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 95



	  “Youths—Do Not Delay Going Through the ‘Large Door’”: (15 min.) Play the video Young Ones—You Are Loved by Jehovah, and then discuss the article.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 4 ¶7-15, the box “How The Watchtower Has Exalted God’s Name,” and the box “A Powerful Reason to Preach”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 148 and Prayer

Reminder: Play the music through once before singing the new song.















^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Eccl. 12:2-7) before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street; 6 before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed. 7 Then the dust returns to the earth, just as it was, and the spirit* returns to the true God who gave it.

Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”
Or “life force.”


^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.



^ (Eccl. 10:1) As dead flies cause the perfumer’s oil to stink and bubble, so a little foolishness outweighs wisdom and glory.



^ (Eccl. 11:1) Cast* your bread on the waters, for after many days you will find it again.

Or “Send out.”


^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Isa. 44:27-45:2) The One saying to the deep waters, ‘Be evaporated, And I will dry up all your rivers’; 28 The One saying of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, And he will completely carry out all my will’; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’” 
45 This is what Jehovah says to his anointed one, to Cyrus, Whose right hand I have taken hold of To subdue nations before him, To disarm* kings, To open before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut:  2 “Before you I will go, And the hills I will level. The copper doors I will break in pieces, And the iron bars I will cut down.

Lit., “ungird the hips of.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ECCLESIASTES 7-12

“Remember . . . Your Grand Creator in the Days of Your Youth”




Remember your Grand Creator by using your abilities to serve him while you are young




[image: A young man stands erect and an old man stands with the aid of a cane]


12:1, 13

	  Many youths have the health and vigor to tackle exciting and challenging assignments



	  Youths should use their time and energy in God’s service before old age limits them










Solomon used poetic language to describe the challenges of old age


12:2-7

	

[image: Women look out a window]


Verse 3: “The ladies looking out the windows find it dark”

Diminished vision



	

[image: Women sing]


Verse 4: “The daughters of song grow faint”

Diminished hearing



	

[image: Caper berries]


Verse 5: “The caper berry bursts”

Diminished appetite













^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Eccl. 12:13) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man.



^ (Eccl. 12:2-7) before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street; 6 before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed. 7 Then the dust returns to the earth, just as it was, and the spirit* returns to the true God who gave it.

Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”
Or “life force.”


^ (Eccl. 12:3) in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark;

Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”


^ (Eccl. 12:4) when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint.



^ (Eccl. 12:5) Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street;








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Youths—Do Not Delay Going Through the “Large Door”





It can be easy to think that the days of our youth will continue indefinitely and that we will never experience “the days of distress” that accompany old age in Satan’s world. (Ec 12:1) If you are a youth, can you assume that you have plenty of time to pursue spiritual goals such as the full-time ministry?

“Unexpected events overtake” us all, including those who are young. (Ec 9:11) “You do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.” (Jas 4:14) Therefore, do not put spiritual pursuits on hold unnecessarily. Go through the “large door that leads to activity” while it is still open to you. (1Co 16:9) You will not regret it.






Some possible spiritual goals:


	

[image: A young sister preaches in a foreign language]


  Preaching in another language



	

[image: Young brothers and sisters in the pioneer service]


  Pioneer service



	

[image: Young brothers and sisters attend a theocratic school]


  Attending theocratic schools



	

[image: Young brothers and sisters in construction service]


  Construction service



	

[image: A young brother in Bethel service]


  Bethel service



	

[image: A young brother in circuit work]


  Circuit work










List your spiritual goals.










^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Eccl. 9:11) I have seen something further under the sun, that the swift do not always win the race, nor do the mighty win the battle, nor do the wise always have the food, nor do the intelligent always have the riches, nor do those with knowledge always have success, because time and unexpected events* overtake them all.

Or “unforeseen occurrence.”


^ (Jas. 4:14) whereas you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then disappears.



^ (1 Cor. 16:9) because a large door that leads to activity has been opened to me, but there are many opposers.








November 28–December 4

THE SONG OF SOLOMON 1-8





	  Song 106 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “The Shulammite Girl—An Example Worthy of Imitation”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to the Song of Solomon.]



	Ca 2:7; 3:5—The Shulammite was determined to wait for the one she could truly love (w15 1/15 31 ¶11-13)



	Ca 4:12; 8:8-10—She remained loyal and chaste as she waited (w15 1/15 32 ¶14-16)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Ca 2:1—What qualities added to the Shulammite’s beauty? (w15 1/15 31 ¶13)



	Ca 8:6—Why is true love described as “the flame of Jah”? (w15 1/15 29 ¶3; w06 11/15 20 ¶7)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ca 2:1-17










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) bh—Use the video Why Study the Bible? to introduce the book. (Note: Do not play the video during the demonstration.)



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) bh—Invite the person to the meeting.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 29-31 ¶8-9










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 115



	  “Young People Ask—Am I Ready to Date?”: (9 min.) Talk based on the article “Young People Ask—Am I Ready to Date?”



	  Is It Love or Infatuation?: (6 min.) Play and then discuss the whiteboard animation Is It Love or Infatuation?



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 4 ¶16-23 and the box “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 34 and Prayer















^ (Song of Sol. 2:7) I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.



^ (Song of Sol. 3:5) I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.”



^ (Song of Sol. 4:12) My sister, my bride, is like a locked garden, A locked garden, a spring sealed shut.



^ (Song of Sol. 8:8-10) “We have a little sister, And she has no breasts. What will we do for our sister On the day when she is spoken for?”  9 “If she is a wall, We will build upon her a battlement of silver, But if she is a door, We will board her up with a cedar plank.” 10 “I am a wall, And my breasts are like towers. So in his eyes I have become As one who finds peace.



^ (Song of Sol. 2:1) “I am but a saffron* of the coastal plain, A lily of the valleys.”

Or “crocus.”


^ (Song of Sol. 8:6) Place me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm, For love is as strong as death is, And exclusive devotion is as unyielding as the Grave.* Its flames are a blazing fire, the flame of Jah.*

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | SONG OF SOLOMON 1-8

The Shulammite Girl—An Example Worthy of Imitation




What made her an outstanding example for worshippers of Jehovah?


2:7; 4:12



[image: The Shulammite girl with the daughters of Jerusalem]


	  She wisely waited for true love



	  She refused to have others pressure her into feeling romantic love for just anyone who came along



	  She was humble, modest, and chaste



	  She would not let her love be bought with gold or flattery










Ask yourself:


‘Which quality of the Shulammite girl could I better imitate?’









^ (Song of Sol. 2:7) I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.



^ (Song of Sol. 4:12) My sister, my bride, is like a locked garden, A locked garden, a spring sealed shut.
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^ (Prov. 27:1-31:31) Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day will bring.*  2 Let someone else* praise you, and not your own mouth; Others,* and not your own lips.  3 A stone is heavy and sand is weighty, But the irritation caused by a fool is heavier than both.  4 There is the cruelty of rage and the flood of anger, But who can withstand jealousy?  5 Open reproof is better than concealed love.  6 The wounds inflicted by a friend are faithful, But an enemy’s kisses are plentiful.*  7 One whose appetite* is satisfied turns down* honey from the comb, But to the hungry,* even what is bitter tastes sweet.  8 Like a bird that strays* from its nest Is a man who strays from his home.  9 Oil and incense make the heart rejoice; So does sweet friendship springing from sincere counsel.* 10 Do not forsake your friend or your father’s friend, And do not enter your own brother’s house on the day of your disaster; Better is a neighbor nearby than a brother far away. 11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me. 12 The shrewd person sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.* 13 Take a man’s garment if he has given security for a stranger; Seize the pledge from him if he did so for a foreign woman.* 14 When someone blesses his fellow man with a loud voice early in the morning, It will be counted as a curse to him. 15 A quarrelsome* wife is like a constantly leaking roof on a rainy day. 16 Whoever can restrain her can restrain the wind And can grip oil with his right hand. 17 As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.* 18 The one who cares for a fig tree will eat its fruit, And the one who takes care of his master will be honored. 19 As water reflects one’s face, So the heart of one man reflects another’s. 20 The Grave and the place of destruction* are never satisfied, Nor are a man’s eyes ever satisfied. 21 As the refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, So a person is tested by the praise he receives.* 22 Even if you pound a fool with a pestle Like crushed grain in a mortar, His foolishness will not leave him. 23 You should know well the appearance of your flock. Take good care of* your sheep, 24 For wealth does not last forever, Nor a crown* for all generations. 25 The green grass disappears, new grass appears, And the vegetation of the mountains is gathered in. 26 The young rams provide your clothing, And the male goats provide the price of a field. 27 And there will be enough goat’s milk to feed you, To feed your household, and to sustain your servant girls. 
28 The wicked flee when no one pursues them, But the righteous are as confident as a lion.*  2 When there is transgression* in the land, it will have one prince after another, But with the help of a man of discernment and knowledge, a prince* will long endure.  3 A poor man who defrauds the lowly Is like a rain that sweeps away all the food.  4 Those who abandon the law praise the wicked one, But those who observe the law are indignant with them.  5 Evil men cannot understand justice, But those who seek Jehovah can understand everything.  6 Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity Than a rich man whose ways are corrupt.  7 An understanding son observes the law, But a companion of gluttons disgraces his father.  8 The one who increases his wealth by interest and usury Amasses it for the one who shows favor to the poor.  9 The one refusing to listen to the law —Even his prayer is detestable. 10 The one misleading the upright into an evil course will fall into his own pit, But the blameless will inherit what is good. 11 A rich man is wise in his own eyes, But a poor man with discernment can see through him. 12 When the righteous triumph, there is great glory, But when the wicked rise to power, people go into hiding. 13 The one covering over his transgressions will not succeed, But whoever confesses and abandons them will be shown mercy. 14 Happy is the man who is always on guard,* But whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity. 15 Like a growling lion and a charging bear Is a wicked ruler over a helpless people. 16 A leader without discernment abuses his power, But the one hating dishonest profit will prolong his life. 17 A man burdened with bloodguilt for taking someone’s life* will keep fleeing until the grave.* Let no one support him. 18 The one walking faultlessly will be saved, But the one whose ways are crooked will suddenly fall. 19 The one cultivating his ground will have plenty of bread, But the one taking up worthless pursuits will have his fill of poverty. 20 A faithful man will receive many blessings, But the one hastening to get rich will not remain innocent. 21 It is not good to show partiality; But a man might do wrong for a piece of bread. 22 An envious* man is eager for wealth, Not knowing that poverty will overtake him. 23 Whoever reproves a man will afterward find more favor Than someone who flatters with his tongue. 24 Whoever robs his father and mother and says, “It is not wrong,” Is a partner of the man who causes ruin. 25 The greedy person* stirs up dissension, But whoever relies on Jehovah will prosper.* 26 Whoever trusts in his own heart is stupid, But the one who walks in wisdom will escape. 27 Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, But the one who closes his eyes to them will receive many curses. 28 When the wicked rise to power, a man hides himself, But when they perish, the righteous increase. 
29 A man who stiffens his neck* after much reproof Will suddenly be broken beyond healing.  2 When the righteous are many, the people rejoice, But when the wicked one rules, the people groan.  3 A man who loves wisdom makes his father rejoice, But the one who keeps company with prostitutes squanders his wealth.  4 By justice a king brings stability to a land, But a man seeking bribes brings it to ruin.  5 A man who flatters his neighbor Spreads out a net for his feet.  6 A bad man’s transgression ensnares him, But the righteous one cries out joyfully and rejoices.  7 The righteous one is concerned about the legal rights of the poor, But the wicked one has no such concern.  8 Boastful men inflame a town, But those who are wise turn away anger.  9 When a wise man enters into a controversy with a fool, There will be ranting and ridicule, but no satisfaction. 10 Bloodthirsty men hate anyone innocent,* And they seek to take the life* of the upright.* 11 A stupid person gives vent to all his feelings,* But the wise one calmly keeps them in check. 12 When a ruler pays attention to lies, All his servants will be wicked. 13 The poor man and the oppressor have this in common:* Jehovah gives light to the eyes of both.* 14 When a king judges the poor fairly, His throne will always be secure. 15 The rod* and reproof impart wisdom, But a child left unrestrained brings shame on his mother. 16 When the wicked increase, transgression increases, But the righteous will see their downfall. 17 Discipline your son and he will bring you rest; And he will give you* great pleasure. 18 Where there is no vision,* the people go unrestrained, But happy are those who observe the law. 19 A servant will not let himself be corrected by words, For though he understands, he does not obey. 20 Have you seen a man hasty with his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 21 If a servant is pampered from his youth, He will become thankless later on. 22 A man prone to anger stirs up strife; Anyone disposed to rage commits many transgressions. 23 The haughtiness of a man will humble him, But whoever is humble in spirit will obtain glory. 24 The partner of a thief hates himself.* He may hear the call to testify,* but he reports nothing. 25 Trembling at* men is* a snare, But the one trusting in Jehovah will be protected. 26 Many seek an audience with* a ruler, But it is from Jehovah that a man gets justice. 27 An unjust man is detestable to the righteous, But the one whose way is upright is detestable to the wicked one. 
30 The weighty message contained in the words of Aʹgur son of Jaʹkeh, which he spoke to Ithʹi·el, to Ithʹi·el and Uʹcal.  2 I am more ignorant than anyone else, And I lack the understanding a man should have.  3 I have not learned wisdom, And I do not possess the knowledge of the Most Holy One.  4 Who has ascended to heaven and then descended? Who has gathered the wind in the palms of both hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his garment? Who has established* all the ends of the earth? What is his name and the name of his son—if you know?  5 Every saying of God is refined. He is a shield to those taking refuge in him.  6 Add nothing to his words, Or he will reprove you, And you will be proved a liar.  7 Two things I ask of you. Do not withhold them from me before I die.  8 Remove untruth and lies far from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Just let me consume my portion of food,  9 So that I do not become satisfied and deny you and say, “Who is Jehovah?” Nor let me become poor and steal and dishonor* the name of my God. 10 Do not slander a servant to his master, Or he may curse you and you will be found guilty. 11 There is a generation that curses its father And does not bless its mother. 12 There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes But has not been cleansed from its filth.* 13 There is a generation whose eyes are so haughty And whose eyes look so arrogantly! 14 There is a generation whose teeth are swords And whose jaws are slaughtering knives; They devour the lowly ones of the earth And the poor from among mankind. 15 The leeches have two daughters that cry, “Give! Give!” There are three things that do not get satisfied, Four that never say, “Enough!” 16 —The Grave* and a barren womb, A land that is deprived of water, And fire that never says, “Enough!” 17 The eye that mocks a father and despises obedience to a mother —The ravens of the valley* will peck it out, And the young eagles will eat it up. 18 There are three things that are beyond my comprehension,* And four that I do not understand: 19 The way of an eagle in the heavens, The way of a serpent on a rock, The way of a ship in the open sea, And the way of a man with a young woman. 20 This is the way of an adulterous woman: She eats, she wipes her mouth; Then she says, “I have done nothing wrong.” 21 There are three things that make the earth shudder And four things it cannot endure: 22 When a slave rules as king, When a fool is glutted with food, 23 When a hated* woman is taken as a wife, And when a servant girl takes the place of* her mistress. 24 Four things on earth are among the smallest, But they are instinctively wise:* 25 The ants are not strong creatures,* Yet they prepare their food in the summer. 26 The rock badgers* are not mighty creatures,* Yet they make their house in the crags. 27 The locusts have no king, Yet they all go forward in formation.* 28 The gecko lizard clings with its feet, And it goes into the palace of a king. 29 There are three things that have an impressive stride, Four that are impressive as they move: 30 The lion, the mightiest among beasts, Which does not retreat from anyone; 31 The greyhound; the male goat; And a king whose army is with him. 32 If you have foolishly exalted yourself Or if you have schemed to do so, Put your hand over your mouth. 33 For as the churning of milk produces butter And the squeezing of the nose produces blood, So the stirring up of anger produces quarrels. 
31 The words of King Lemʹu·el, the weighty message his mother gave to instruct him:  2 What should I tell you, O my son, What, O son of my womb, And what, O son of my vows?  3 Do not give your vigor to women, Nor follow ways that destroy kings.  4 It is not for kings, O Lemʹu·el, It is not for kings to drink wine Nor for rulers to say, “Where is my drink?”  5 So that they do not drink and forget what is decreed And pervert the rights of the lowly ones.  6 Give alcohol to those who are perishing And wine to those in bitter distress.*  7 Let them drink and forget their poverty; Let them remember their trouble no more.  8 Speak up in behalf of the speechless; Defend the rights of all who are perishing.  9 Speak up and judge righteously; Defend the rights* of the lowly and the poor. 10 Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.* 11 Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value. 12 She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life. 13 She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat. 28 Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her. 29 There are many capable* women, But you—you surpass them all. 30 Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised. 31 Give her the reward for what she does,* And let her works praise her in the city gates.

Lit., “will give birth to.”
Lit., “a stranger.”
Lit., “A foreigner.”
Or possibly, “insincere; forced.”
Or “A soul who.”
Lit., “treads down.”
Or “the hungry soul.”
Or “is fleeing away.”
Or “from counsel of the soul.”
Or “penalty.”
Or “a foreigner.”
Or “nagging.”
Lit., “the face of his friend.”
Or “Sheol and Abaddon.”
Or “So a man is according to his praise.”
Or “Set your heart on; Pay attention to.”
Or “diadem.”
Or “a young lion.”
Or “revolt.”
Lit., “he.”
Or “who is never without fear.”
Or “with the blood of a soul.”
Or “pit.”
Or “greedy.”
Or possibly, “The arrogant soul.”
Lit., “will be made fat.”
Or “who remains stubborn.”
Or “blameless.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “But the upright seeks to protect his life.”
Lit., “spirit.”
Lit., “meet together.”
That is, He gives them life.
Or “discipline; punishment.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “prophetic vision; revelation.”
Or “his own soul.”
Or “an oath involving a curse.”
Or “Fear of.”
Or “lays.”
Or possibly, “seek the favor of.” Lit., “seek the face of.”
Lit., “raised.”
Or “assail.”
Lit., “excrement.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “wadi.”
Or “are too wonderful for me.”
Or “an unloved.”
Or “supplants.”
Or “exceedingly wise.”
Lit., “a people not strong.”
Or “The hyraxes.”
Lit., “a people not mighty.”
Or “divided in groups.”
Or “those bitter of soul.”
Or “Plead the cause.”
Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.
Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”
Or “excellent.”
Or “empty.”
Lit., “Give her from the fruit of her hands.”


^ (Prov. 31:13-27) She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat.

Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”


^ (Prov. 29:11-30:4) A stupid person gives vent to all his feelings,* But the wise one calmly keeps them in check. 12 When a ruler pays attention to lies, All his servants will be wicked. 13 The poor man and the oppressor have this in common:* Jehovah gives light to the eyes of both.* 14 When a king judges the poor fairly, His throne will always be secure. 15 The rod* and reproof impart wisdom, But a child left unrestrained brings shame on his mother. 16 When the wicked increase, transgression increases, But the righteous will see their downfall. 17 Discipline your son and he will bring you rest; And he will give you* great pleasure. 18 Where there is no vision,* the people go unrestrained, But happy are those who observe the law. 19 A servant will not let himself be corrected by words, For though he understands, he does not obey. 20 Have you seen a man hasty with his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 21 If a servant is pampered from his youth, He will become thankless later on. 22 A man prone to anger stirs up strife; Anyone disposed to rage commits many transgressions. 23 The haughtiness of a man will humble him, But whoever is humble in spirit will obtain glory. 24 The partner of a thief hates himself.* He may hear the call to testify,* but he reports nothing. 25 Trembling at* men is* a snare, But the one trusting in Jehovah will be protected. 26 Many seek an audience with* a ruler, But it is from Jehovah that a man gets justice. 27 An unjust man is detestable to the righteous, But the one whose way is upright is detestable to the wicked one. 
30 The weighty message contained in the words of Aʹgur son of Jaʹkeh, which he spoke to Ithʹi·el, to Ithʹi·el and Uʹcal.  2 I am more ignorant than anyone else, And I lack the understanding a man should have.  3 I have not learned wisdom, And I do not possess the knowledge of the Most Holy One.  4 Who has ascended to heaven and then descended? Who has gathered the wind in the palms of both hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his garment? Who has established* all the ends of the earth? What is his name and the name of his son—if you know?

Lit., “spirit.”
Lit., “meet together.”
That is, He gives them life.
Or “discipline; punishment.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “prophetic vision; revelation.”
Or “his own soul.”
Or “an oath involving a curse.”
Or “Fear of.”
Or “lays.”
Or possibly, “seek the favor of.” Lit., “seek the face of.”
Lit., “raised.”





^ ***sn song 86 Faithful Women, Christian Sisters***


Song 86

Faithful Women, Christian Sisters


(Romans 16:2)


1. Sarah and Esther, Mary, Ruth, and others—

All these were capable women, loyal wives.

Godly devotion was foremost in their lives.

They were faithful women, ones we know by name.

There were others favored by Jehovah,

Nameless in the record, their faith was just the same.

2. Loyalty, courage, goodness, loving-kindness,

Lovable qualities in all humankind,

Virtues these excellent women bring to mind.

They were fine examples all can imitate.

Christian sisters, walking in their footsteps,

Worthy is your service and happy your estate.

3. Mothers and daughters, sisters, wives, and widows,

Willingly laboring, glad to do your part.

Modest your bearing, submissive is your heart,

Having God’s approval, may you never fear.

Christian sisters, may Jehovah keep you

Firm in your conviction, your prize is drawing near.



(See also Phil. 4:3; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 3:4, 5.)





^ (Rom. 16:2) so that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the holy ones and give her whatever help she may need, for she herself also proved to be a defender of many, including me.



^ (Phil. 4:3) Yes, I request you also, as a true fellow worker,* to keep assisting these women who have striven* side by side with me for the good news, along with Clement as well as the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.

Lit., “genuine yokefellow.”
Or “who have struggled hard.”


^ (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate* dress, with modesty and soundness of mind,* not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing, 10 but in the way that is proper for women professing devotion to God, namely, through good works.

Or “respectable.”
Or “good judgment; sensibleness.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:4, 5) but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God. 5 For this is how the holy women of the past who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, subjecting themselves to their husbands,









^ ***w15 1/15 pp. 20-21 Build a Strong and Happy Marriage***


10. Why is loving submission important?

10 A wife has an honorable place as her husband’s “partner.” (Mal. 2:14) She provides valuable input concerning family decisions by respectfully expressing her thoughts and feelings yet remaining submissive. A wise husband will listen carefully to his wife’s expressions. (Prov. 31:10-31) Loving submission, in turn, promotes joy, peace, and harmony within the family, and gives husbands and wives the satisfaction that comes from knowing that they are pleasing God.—Eph. 5:22.





^ par. 10 (Mal. 2:14) And you say, ‘For what reason?’ It is because Jehovah has acted as a witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously, although she is your partner and your wife by covenant.*

Or “your legal wife.”


^ par. 10 (Prov. 31:10-31) Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.* 11 Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value. 12 She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life. 13 She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat. 28 Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her. 29 There are many capable* women, But you—you surpass them all. 30 Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised. 31 Give her the reward for what she does,* And let her works praise her in the city gates.

Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.
Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”
Or “excellent.”
Or “empty.”
Lit., “Give her from the fruit of her hands.”


^ par. 10 (Eph. 5:22) Let wives be in subjection to their husbands as to the Lord,









^ ***w00 2/1 p. 31 A Mother’s Wise Counsel***

Regarding a capable wife, Lemuel is told: “In her the heart of her owner has put trust.” (Pr 31 Verse 11) In other words, he should not insist that his wife obtain his approval in every matter. Of course, marriage mates should consult with each other before making major decisions, such as those involving expensive purchases or the upbringing of their children. Communication in these areas contributes to a close bond between them.



^ (Prov. 31:11) Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value.









^ ***it-2 p. 1183 Wife***

Description of a Good Wife. The happy state and activities of the faithful wife are described at Proverbs 31. She is said to be of more value to her husband than corals. He is able to put trust in her. She is industrious—weaving, making clothing for her family, attending to the buying of household needs, working in the vineyard, managing a household with the servants, aiding others who need help, clothing her family attractively, even bringing in some income by her handiwork, equipping her family against future emergencies, expressing herself in wisdom and loving-kindness, and, through fear of Jehovah and good works, receiving praise from her husband and from her sons, thereby honoring her husband and her family in the land. Truly he who has found a good wife has found a good thing and gets goodwill from Jehovah.—Pr 18:22.



^ (Prov. 31:1-31) The words of King Lemʹu·el, the weighty message his mother gave to instruct him:  2 What should I tell you, O my son, What, O son of my womb, And what, O son of my vows?  3 Do not give your vigor to women, Nor follow ways that destroy kings.  4 It is not for kings, O Lemʹu·el, It is not for kings to drink wine Nor for rulers to say, “Where is my drink?”  5 So that they do not drink and forget what is decreed And pervert the rights of the lowly ones.  6 Give alcohol to those who are perishing And wine to those in bitter distress.*  7 Let them drink and forget their poverty; Let them remember their trouble no more.  8 Speak up in behalf of the speechless; Defend the rights of all who are perishing.  9 Speak up and judge righteously; Defend the rights* of the lowly and the poor. 10 Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.* 11 Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value. 12 She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life. 13 She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat. 28 Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her. 29 There are many capable* women, But you—you surpass them all. 30 Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised. 31 Give her the reward for what she does,* And let her works praise her in the city gates.

Or “those bitter of soul.”
Or “Plead the cause.”
Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.
Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”
Or “excellent.”
Or “empty.”
Lit., “Give her from the fruit of her hands.”


^ (Prov. 18:22) The one who finds a good wife has found something good, And he receives Jehovah’s favor.*

Or “goodwill.”








^ ***w00 2/1 p. 31 A Mother’s Wise Counsel***

A capable wife, of course, has many things to do. In Pr 31 verses 13 to 27 are listed counsel and principles that wives in any age can use for the benefit of their families. For example, with the rising cost of clothing and furnishings, a capable wife learns to be handy and thrifty so that her family is comfortably dressed and presentable. (Pr 31 Verses 13, 19, 21, 22) To reduce the family food bill, she grows what she can and shops carefully.—Pr 31 Verses 14, 16.

Obviously, this woman does not eat “the bread of laziness.” She works hard, and she efficiently coordinates her household’s activities. (Pr 31 Verse 27) She girds up “her hips with strength,” which means that she prepares to engage in physically demanding tasks. (Pr 31 Verse 17) She rises before the sun to begin her workday, and she works industriously into the night. It is as if the lamp that illuminates her work were always burning.—Pr 31 Verses 15, 18.



^ (Prov. 31:13-27) She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat.

Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”


^ (Prov. 31:13) She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands.



^ (Prov. 31:19) Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.*

The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.


^ (Prov. 31:21, 22) She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool.

Lit., “double.”


^ (Prov. 31:14) She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar.



^ (Prov. 31:16) She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.*

Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”


^ (Prov. 31:27) She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat.



^ (Prov. 31:17) She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms.

Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”


^ (Prov. 31:15) She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants.



^ (Prov. 31:18) She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night.









^ ***w15 1/15 p. 20 Build a Strong and Happy Marriage***


 8. How can a husband win his wife’s love and respect?

8 Christian husbands do not need to demand repeatedly that their wives show them respect. Rather, they “continue dwelling with them according to knowledge [showing them consideration; understanding them, ftn.].” They “assign them honor as to a weaker vessel, the feminine one.” (1 Pet. 3:7) In public and in private, husbands show by their respectful words and compassionate actions that their wives are precious to them. (Prov. 31:28) Such loving headship wins a wife’s love and respect and brings God’s blessing on the marriage.





^ par. 8 (1 Pet. 3:7) You husbands, in the same way, continue dwelling with them according to knowledge.* Assign them honor as to a weaker vessel, the feminine one, since they are also heirs with you of the undeserved favor of life, in order for your prayers not to be hindered.

Or “showing them consideration; understanding them.”


^ par. 8 (Prov. 31:28) Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her.









^ ***w00 2/1 p. 31 A Mother’s Wise Counsel***

Above all, the capable wife is a spiritual person. She fears God and worships him with deep respect and reverential awe. (Pr 31 Verse 30) She likewise assists her husband in training their children to do the same. Pr 31 Verse 26 says: “In wisdom,” she instructs her children, and “the law of loving-kindness is upon her tongue.”



^ (Prov. 31:30) Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised.

Or “empty.”


^ (Prov. 31:26) She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue.

Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”








^ ***w00 2/1 p. 31 A Mother’s Wise Counsel***

No doubt speaking from personal experience, Lemuel’s mother reminds her son about the importance of showing appreciation for his prospective wife. No one on earth would be dearer to him. So imagine the deep emotion in his voice when he confesses before all: “There are many daughters that have shown capableness, but you—you have ascended above them all.”—Proverbs 31:29.



^ (Prov. 31:29) There are many capable* women, But you—you surpass them all.

Or “excellent.”








^ ***w15 7/1 pp. 8-9 Anxiety About Danger***


Knowing that bad things happen, “the shrewd person sees the danger and conceals himself.” (Proverbs 27:12) And just as we try to protect our physical well-being, we can take steps to shield our mental and emotional health. Violent entertainment and even news reports filled with horrific images add to our own and our children’s anxiety. To avoid unnecessary exposure to these things is not hiding our head in the sand. God did not design our minds to dwell on evil. Instead, we should fill them with “whatever things are true, . . . righteous, . . . chaste, . . . lovable.” If we do, “the God of peace” will give us peace of mind and heart.—Philippians 4:8, 9.





^ (Prov. 27:12) The shrewd person sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^ (Phil. 4:8, 9) Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste,* whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering* these things. 9 The things that you learned as well as accepted and heard and saw in connection with me, practice these, and the God of peace will be with you.

Or “pure.”
Or “thinking about; meditating on.”








^ ***w11 8/1 p. 29 A Day of High Hopes and Happy Expectations***

Second, Brother Morris read Proverbs 27:21: “The refining pot is for silver, and the furnace is for gold; and an individual is according to his praise.” He explained that as gold and silver need to be refined, or purified, we may be refined by praise. How so? Praise can be a test of character. It may lead to pride and a spiritual downfall, or it may move us to acknowledge that we are indebted to Jehovah and to become more determined never to fall short of his standards. Thus, Brother Morris urged the students to take any praise they might receive in the right way—as an opportunity to prove that they have the proper “dread of Jehovah.”



^ (Prov. 27:21) As the refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, So a person is tested by the praise he receives.*

Or “So a man is according to his praise.”








^ ***w06 9/15 p. 19 par. 12 Highlights From the Book of Proverbs***

27:21. Praise can show us up for who we are. Humility is revealed if the praise moves us to acknowledge our indebtedness to Jehovah and encourages us to continue to serve him. A lack of humility is disclosed when praise fosters a feeling of superiority.



^ par. 12 (Prov. 27:21) As the refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, So a person is tested by the praise he receives.*

Or “So a man is according to his praise.”








^ ***sn song 89 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***


Song 89

Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”


(Proverbs 27:11)


1. Young man and young woman,

do give your heart to me.

My foe who now taunts me

will then be made to see.

Your youth and devotion

to me you freely give;

You show all the world

that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice.

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And furnish praise by your own choice.



2. Rejoice and take pleasure

in giving me your all,

And though you may stumble,

I’ll raise you if you fall.

No matter who fails you

or proves to be untrue,

Take comfort in knowing

I’ll always cherish you.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice.

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And furnish praise by your own choice.





(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’









^ ***yb16 p. 40-p. 41 Dispatches—News From Around the World***


Jehovah Gave the Needed Training

In May 2012, the government of Sweden rejected an application by Jehovah’s Witnesses to receive the economic benefits granted to other religious organizations. The Governing Body gave the approval for the decision to be appealed to the country’s Supreme Administrative Court.

The Court decided to hold an oral hearing before reaching a decision. Several brothers from various countries met to consider how to answer questions that might be asked at the hearing. The practice session took place at a Kingdom Hall in Stockholm.

During the practice session, the doorbell rang at the hall. A brother opened the door, and two girls, aged 13 and 14, introduced themselves. They said that they wanted to ask some questions about Jehovah’s Witnesses. The brother recalls, “I wanted to tell them to come back another day, since we were busy and did not have time for this sort of interruption.”

Nevertheless, the brother decided to talk to them. The girls had many questions, some of which were quite specific regarding social issues and voting in elections. Afterward, the brother returned to the rest of the brothers and told them what questions the girls had asked and how he had answered them.

The next day, the brothers were surprised during the hearing because the Court asked many of the same questions that the girls had asked. A brother representing the organization says: “I felt very calm, although I could have been quite nervous because I was standing before the country’s most distinguished lawyers. But I felt that Jehovah had already shown that he was with us by giving us the training we needed the day before.”

The Court ruled in our favor, and the case was referred back to the government for a new decision.








^ ***kr pp. 35-38 Jehovah Reveals His Purpose***


Jesus Sheds Light on God’s Purpose

13. (a) Who was the promised offspring? (b) How did Jesus shed light on the prophecy recorded at Genesis 3:15?

13 Jehovah clearly identified Jesus as the promised offspring, the descendant of David who would rule as King. (Luke 1:30-33; 3:21, 22) When Jesus began his ministry, it was as if the sun rose on mankind’s knowledge about God’s purpose. (Matt. 4:13-17) For instance, Jesus removed any doubt about the identity of “the serpent” mentioned at Genesis 3:14, 15, calling the Devil “a murderer” and “the father of the lie.” (John 8:44) In the revelation that he gave to John, Jesus identified “the original serpent” as “the one called Devil and Satan.”* (Read Revelation 1:1; 12:9.) In that same revelation, Jesus showed how he—the promised offspring—will finally fulfill the prophecy given in Eden and crush Satan out of existence.—Rev. 20:7-10.

14-16. Did the first-century disciples always discern the full significance of the truths Jesus revealed? Explain.

14 As we saw in Chapter 1 of this book, Jesus spoke extensively about the Kingdom. However, he did not always disclose all the details his disciples wanted to know. Even when he provided specific details, it was not until later—sometimes many centuries later—that followers of Christ began to discern the full significance of the truths their Master had revealed. Consider some examples.

15 In 33 C.E., Jesus made it clearly known that the corulers who would assist the King of God’s Kingdom would be taken from the earth and raised to life as spirit creatures in heaven. His disciples, though, did not immediately understand this revelation. (Dan. 7:18; John 14:2-5) In that same year, Jesus indicated by means of illustrations that the Kingdom would not be established until a long time after he ascended to heaven. (Matt. 25:14, 19; Luke 19:11, 12) The disciples did not comprehend this vital point and later asked the resurrected Jesus: “Are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” Jesus, however, chose not to reveal any more details at that time. (Acts 1:6, 7) Jesus also taught that there would be “other sheep,” who would not be part of the “little flock” of his corulers. (John 10:16; Luke 12:32) Followers of Christ did not properly understand the identity of those two groups until well after the Kingdom was established in 1914.

16 Jesus could have told his disciples many things while with them on earth, but he knew that they were not able to bear them. (John 16:12) Without a doubt, much knowledge about the Kingdom was revealed in the first century. However, that was not yet the time for such knowledge to become abundant.

True Knowledge Becomes Abundant in “the Time of the End”

17. What must we do to understand truths about the Kingdom, but what is also needed?

17 Jehovah promised Daniel that during “the time of the end,” many would “rove about, and the true knowledge” of God’s purpose would become abundant. (Dan. 12:4) Those who want that knowledge must work hard to gain it. One reference work says that a form of the Hebrew verb “rove about” conveys the idea of someone examining a book very carefully and thoroughly. No matter how thoroughly we examine the Bible, though, we cannot properly understand truths about the Kingdom unless Jehovah grants us that privilege.—Read Matthew 13:11.

18. How have those who fear Jehovah displayed faith and humility?

18 Just as Jehovah progressively revealed truths about the Kingdom in the period leading up to 1914, he continues to do so during the time of the end. As Chapters 4 and 5 of this book will show, over the past 100 years, God’s people have had to adjust their understanding on a number of occasions. Does that fact mean that they do not have Jehovah’s backing? On the contrary! He supports them. Why? Because those who fear Jehovah have displayed two qualities that he loves—faith and humility. (Heb. 11:6; Jas. 4:6) Jehovah’s servants have faith that all the promises in God’s Word will come true. They show humility when they admit that they misunderstood exactly how those promises would be fulfilled. That humble attitude is reflected in the March 1, 1925, issue of The Watch Tower, which said: “We know that the Lord is his own interpreter, that he will interpret his Word to his people in his own good way and in his own due time.”

“The Lord . . . will interpret his Word to his people in his own good way and in his own due time”



19. What has Jehovah now allowed us to understand, and why?

19 When the Kingdom was established in 1914, God’s people had only partial knowledge of how prophecies relating to the Kingdom would be carried out. (1 Cor. 13:9, 10, 12) In our zeal to see God’s promises fulfilled, we have on occasion drawn wrong conclusions. Over the years, the wisdom of another statement made in The Watch Tower quoted in the preceding paragraph has become apparent. The article stated: “It seems to be a safe rule to follow, that prophecy can not be understood by us until it is fulfilled or in the course of fulfillment.” Now that we are deep into the time of the end, many Kingdom prophecies have been and are being fulfilled. Because God’s people are humble and willing to be corrected, Jehovah has allowed our understanding of his purpose to become more complete. True knowledge has become abundant!

Refinements in Understanding Sift God’s People

20, 21. How did refinements in understanding affect first-century Christians?

20 When Jehovah refines our understanding of truth, our heart condition is tested. Will faith and humility move us to accept the changes? Christians living in the middle of the first century faced such a test. For example, imagine that you were a Jewish Christian living at that time. You deeply respect the Mosaic Law and take pride in your national heritage. Now you receive inspired letters from the apostle Paul stating that the Law is no longer binding and that Jehovah has rejected natural Israel in favor of gathering a spiritual Israel made up of both Jews and Gentiles. (Rom. 10:12; 11:17-24; Gal. 6:15, 16; Col. 2:13, 14) How would you have responded?

21 Humble Christians accepted Paul’s inspired explanation and were blessed by Jehovah. (Acts 13:48) Others resented the refinements and wanted to cling to their own understanding. (Gal. 5:7-12) If they would not change their viewpoint, those individuals would lose the opportunity to be corulers with Christ.—2 Pet. 2:1.

22. How do you feel about clarifications in our understanding of God’s purpose?

22 In recent decades, Jehovah has refined our understanding of the Kingdom. For example, he has helped us to see more clearly when those who will be subjects of the Kingdom are to be separated from unresponsive ones as sheep are separated from goats. He has also taught us when the full number of the 144,000 will be filled, what the Kingdom illustrations given by Jesus mean, and when the last of the anointed will be raised to heavenly life.* How do you respond to such clarifications? Is your faith strengthened? Do you see them as evidence that Jehovah continues to educate his humble people? The following material in this book will reinforce your conviction that Jehovah is progressively revealing his purpose to those who fear him.





^ (Gen. 3:15) And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^ par. 13 (Luke 1:30-33) So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah* God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”

Or “conceive in your womb.”
See App. A5.


^ par. 13 (Luke 3:21, 22) Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus too was baptized. As he was praying, the heaven was opened up, 22 and the holy spirit in bodily form like a dove came down upon him, and a voice came out of heaven: “You are my Son, the beloved; I have approved you.”



^ par. 13 (Matt. 4:13-17) Further, after leaving Nazʹa·reth, he came and took up residence in Ca·perʹna·um beside the sea in the districts of Zebʹu·lun and Naphʹta·li, 14 so as to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, who said: 15 “O land of Zebʹu·lun and land of Naphʹta·li, along the road of the sea, on the other side of the Jordan, Galʹi·lee of the nations! 16 The people sitting in darkness saw a great light, and as for those sitting in a region of deathly shadow, light rose on them.” 17 From that time on, Jesus began preaching and saying: “Repent, for the Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.”



^ par. 13 (Gen. 3:14, 15) Then Jehovah God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, you are the cursed one out of all the domestic animals and out of all the wild animals of the field. On your belly you will go, and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^ par. 13 (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began,* and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.

Or “from the beginning.”


^ par. 13 (Rev. 1:1) A revelation* by Jesus Christ, which God gave him, to show his slaves the things that must shortly take place. And he sent his angel and presented it in signs through him to his slave John,

Or “A disclosure; An uncovering.”


^ par. 13 (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ par. 13 (Rev. 20:7-10) Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and he will go out to mislead those nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of these is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they advanced over the whole earth and encircled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved city. But fire came down out of heaven and consumed them. 10 And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.”


^ par. 15 (Dan. 7:18) But the holy ones of the Supreme One will receive the kingdom, and they will possess the kingdom forever, yes, forever and ever.’



^ par. 15 (John 14:2-5) In the house of my Father are many dwelling places.* Otherwise, I would have told you, for I am going my way to prepare a place for you. 3 Also, if I go my way and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you home to myself, so that where I am you also may be. 4 And where I am going, you know the way.” 5 Thomas said to him: “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?”

Or “many abodes.”


^ par. 15 (Matt. 25:14) “For it is just like a man about to travel abroad who summoned his slaves and entrusted his belongings to them.



^ par. 15 (Matt. 25:19) “After a long time, the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.



^ par. 15 (Luke 19:11, 12) While they were listening to these things, he told another illustration, because he was near Jerusalem and they thought that the Kingdom of God was going to appear instantly. 12 So he said: “A man of noble birth traveled to a distant land to secure kingly power for himself and to return.



^ par. 15 (Acts 1:6, 7) So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 7 He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction.*

Or “authority.”


^ par. 15 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^ par. 15 (Luke 12:32) “Have no fear, little flock, for your Father has approved of giving you the Kingdom.



^ par. 16 (John 16:12) “I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them now.



^ par. 17 (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^ par. 17 (Matt. 13:11) In reply he said: “To you it is granted to understand the sacred secrets of the Kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not granted.



^ par. 18 (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^ par. 18 (Jas. 4:6) However, the undeserved kindness that He gives is greater. So it says: “God opposes the haughty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness to the humble ones.”



^ par. 19 (1 Cor. 13:9, 10) For we have partial knowledge and we prophesy partially, 10 but when what is complete comes, what is partial will be done away with.



^ par. 19 (1 Cor. 13:12) For now we see in hazy outline* by means of a metal mirror, but then it will be face-to-face. At present I know partially, but then I will know accurately,* just as I am accurately known.

Or “indistinctly.”
Or “fully.”


^ par. 20 (Rom. 10:12) For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek. There is the same Lord over all, who is rich* toward all those calling on him.

Or “generous.”


^ par. 20 (Rom. 11:17-24) However, if some of the branches were broken off and you, although being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became a sharer of the richness of the olive’s root, 18 do not be arrogant toward* the branches. If, though, you are arrogant toward* them, remember that it is not you who bears the root, but the root bears you. 19 You will say, then: “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” 20 That is true! For their lack of faith, they were broken off, but you are standing by faith. Do not be haughty, but be in fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Consider, therefore, God’s kindness and severity. There is severity toward those who fell, but toward you there is God’s kindness, provided you remain in his kindness; otherwise, you too will be lopped off. 23 And they also, if they do not remain in their lack of faith, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them back in. 24 For if you were cut out of the olive tree that is wild by nature and were grafted contrary to nature into the garden olive tree, how much more will these who are natural branches be grafted back into their own olive tree!

Or “boast against.”
Or “boast against.”


^ par. 20 (Gal. 6:15, 16) For neither is circumcision anything nor is uncircumcision, but a new creation is. 16 As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^ par. 20 (Col. 2:13, 14) Furthermore, though you were dead in your trespasses and in the uncircumcised state of your flesh, God made you alive together with him. He kindly forgave us all our trespasses 14 and erased* the handwritten document that consisted of decrees and was in opposition to us. He has taken it out of the way by nailing it to the torture stake.*

Or “blotted out.”
See Glossary.


^ par. 21 (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah,* and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.

See App. A5.


^ par. 21 (Gal. 5:7-12) You were running well. Who hindered you from continuing to obey the truth? 8 This sort of persuasion does not come from the One calling you. 9 A little leaven ferments the whole batch of dough. 10 I am confident that you who are in union with the Lord will not come to think otherwise; but the one who is causing you trouble, whoever he may be, will receive the judgment he deserves. 11 As for me, brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the stumbling block of the torture stake* has been eliminated. 12 I wish the men who are trying to unsettle you would emasculate themselves.*

See Glossary.
Or “castrate themselves; become eunuchs,” thus becoming disqualified from performing the very law they were endorsing.


^ par. 21 (2 Pet. 2:1) However, there also came to be false prophets among the people, as there will also be false teachers among you. These will quietly bring in destructive sects, and they will even disown the owner who bought them, bringing speedy destruction upon themselves.







^ par. 13 The term “Satan,” when used to identify an individual, appears 18 times in the Hebrew Scriptures. However, “Satan” appears more than 30 times in the Christian Greek Scriptures. Appropriately, the Hebrew Scriptures did not give undue emphasis to Satan but focused on identifying the Messiah. When the Messiah arrived, he exposed Satan fully, a fact recorded in the Christian Greek Scriptures.


^ par. 22 For a discussion of some of these refinements in understanding, see the following issues of The Watchtower: October 15, 1995, pages 23-28; January 15, 2008, pages 20-24; July 15, 2008, pages 17-21; July 15, 2013, pages 9-14.









^ ***kr pp. 36-37 Jehovah Reveals His Purpose***

JEHOVAH PROGRESSIVELY REVEALS HIS PURPOSE


	4026 B.C.E.

Adam created

Later, Jehovah promises an offspring that will crush the serpent



	1943 B.C.E.

Abraham

The offspring will be a human descendant of Abraham



	1858 B.C.E.

Jacob born



	About 1711 B.C.E.

Judah

Promise given that the offspring will be a king



	About 1070 B.C.E.

David

The offspring will be a descendant of King David and will rule forever



	About 539 B.C.E.

Daniel

Jehovah uses the prophet Daniel to disclose the exact year when the offspring, or Messiah, will appear on earth



	33 C.E.

Jesus

Jesus reveals that the corulers who will assist the King of God’s Kingdom will be taken from the earth and raised to life as spirit creatures in heaven



	1914 C.E.

Time of the End

Knowledge of the Kingdom begins to become abundant














^ ***kr chap. 3 Jehovah Reveals His Purpose***

How Real Is the Kingdom to You?


	            Was the Messianic Kingdom part of God’s original purpose? Explain.



	            How did Jesus shed light on the Kingdom?



	            What qualities must we cultivate if the Kingdom is to remain real to us?














^ ***sn song 108 Praise Jehovah for His Kingdom***


Song 108

Praise Jehovah for His Kingdom


(Revelation 21:2)


1. Jehovah anointed his Son

To rule over ev’ryone.

His throne is established on justice,

That God’s will on earth may be done.

(CHORUS)

Praise Jah for his holy Anointed.

Hail Jesus, O you faithful sheep,

Who loyally follow day after day

and all his commandments keep.

Praise Jah for his holy Anointed,

the Ruler of heavenly fame,

Anointed with exultation and might

to honor God’s holy name.



2. Christ’s brothers are chosen and called.

God gives them their own new birth.

This bride class will share in the Kingdom

And bring Paradise to this earth.

(CHORUS)

Praise Jah for his holy Anointed.

Hail Jesus, O you faithful sheep,

Who loyally follow day after day

and all his commandments keep.

Praise Jah for his holy Anointed,

the Ruler of heavenly fame,

Anointed with exultation and might

to honor God’s holy name.





(See also Prov. 29:4; Isa. 66:7, 8; John 10:4; Rev. 5:9, 10.)





^ (Rev. 21:2) I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.



^ (Prov. 29:4) By justice a king brings stability to a land, But a man seeking bribes brings it to ruin.



^ (Isa. 66:7, 8) Before she went into labor, she gave birth. Before birth pangs came to her, she delivered a male child.  8 Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Will a land be brought to birth in one day? Or will a nation be born all at once? Yet, as soon as Zion went into labor, she gave birth to her sons.



^ (John 10:4) When he has brought all his own out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice.



^ (Rev. 5:9, 10) And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were slaughtered and with your blood you bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue* and people and nation, 10 and you made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God, and they are to rule as kings over the earth.”

Or “language.”














^ (Prov. 27:1-31:31) Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not know what a day will bring.*  2 Let someone else* praise you, and not your own mouth; Others,* and not your own lips.  3 A stone is heavy and sand is weighty, But the irritation caused by a fool is heavier than both.  4 There is the cruelty of rage and the flood of anger, But who can withstand jealousy?  5 Open reproof is better than concealed love.  6 The wounds inflicted by a friend are faithful, But an enemy’s kisses are plentiful.*  7 One whose appetite* is satisfied turns down* honey from the comb, But to the hungry,* even what is bitter tastes sweet.  8 Like a bird that strays* from its nest Is a man who strays from his home.  9 Oil and incense make the heart rejoice; So does sweet friendship springing from sincere counsel.* 10 Do not forsake your friend or your father’s friend, And do not enter your own brother’s house on the day of your disaster; Better is a neighbor nearby than a brother far away. 11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me. 12 The shrewd person sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.* 13 Take a man’s garment if he has given security for a stranger; Seize the pledge from him if he did so for a foreign woman.* 14 When someone blesses his fellow man with a loud voice early in the morning, It will be counted as a curse to him. 15 A quarrelsome* wife is like a constantly leaking roof on a rainy day. 16 Whoever can restrain her can restrain the wind And can grip oil with his right hand. 17 As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.* 18 The one who cares for a fig tree will eat its fruit, And the one who takes care of his master will be honored. 19 As water reflects one’s face, So the heart of one man reflects another’s. 20 The Grave and the place of destruction* are never satisfied, Nor are a man’s eyes ever satisfied. 21 As the refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, So a person is tested by the praise he receives.* 22 Even if you pound a fool with a pestle Like crushed grain in a mortar, His foolishness will not leave him. 23 You should know well the appearance of your flock. Take good care of* your sheep, 24 For wealth does not last forever, Nor a crown* for all generations. 25 The green grass disappears, new grass appears, And the vegetation of the mountains is gathered in. 26 The young rams provide your clothing, And the male goats provide the price of a field. 27 And there will be enough goat’s milk to feed you, To feed your household, and to sustain your servant girls. 
28 The wicked flee when no one pursues them, But the righteous are as confident as a lion.*  2 When there is transgression* in the land, it will have one prince after another, But with the help of a man of discernment and knowledge, a prince* will long endure.  3 A poor man who defrauds the lowly Is like a rain that sweeps away all the food.  4 Those who abandon the law praise the wicked one, But those who observe the law are indignant with them.  5 Evil men cannot understand justice, But those who seek Jehovah can understand everything.  6 Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity Than a rich man whose ways are corrupt.  7 An understanding son observes the law, But a companion of gluttons disgraces his father.  8 The one who increases his wealth by interest and usury Amasses it for the one who shows favor to the poor.  9 The one refusing to listen to the law —Even his prayer is detestable. 10 The one misleading the upright into an evil course will fall into his own pit, But the blameless will inherit what is good. 11 A rich man is wise in his own eyes, But a poor man with discernment can see through him. 12 When the righteous triumph, there is great glory, But when the wicked rise to power, people go into hiding. 13 The one covering over his transgressions will not succeed, But whoever confesses and abandons them will be shown mercy. 14 Happy is the man who is always on guard,* But whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity. 15 Like a growling lion and a charging bear Is a wicked ruler over a helpless people. 16 A leader without discernment abuses his power, But the one hating dishonest profit will prolong his life. 17 A man burdened with bloodguilt for taking someone’s life* will keep fleeing until the grave.* Let no one support him. 18 The one walking faultlessly will be saved, But the one whose ways are crooked will suddenly fall. 19 The one cultivating his ground will have plenty of bread, But the one taking up worthless pursuits will have his fill of poverty. 20 A faithful man will receive many blessings, But the one hastening to get rich will not remain innocent. 21 It is not good to show partiality; But a man might do wrong for a piece of bread. 22 An envious* man is eager for wealth, Not knowing that poverty will overtake him. 23 Whoever reproves a man will afterward find more favor Than someone who flatters with his tongue. 24 Whoever robs his father and mother and says, “It is not wrong,” Is a partner of the man who causes ruin. 25 The greedy person* stirs up dissension, But whoever relies on Jehovah will prosper.* 26 Whoever trusts in his own heart is stupid, But the one who walks in wisdom will escape. 27 Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, But the one who closes his eyes to them will receive many curses. 28 When the wicked rise to power, a man hides himself, But when they perish, the righteous increase. 
29 A man who stiffens his neck* after much reproof Will suddenly be broken beyond healing.  2 When the righteous are many, the people rejoice, But when the wicked one rules, the people groan.  3 A man who loves wisdom makes his father rejoice, But the one who keeps company with prostitutes squanders his wealth.  4 By justice a king brings stability to a land, But a man seeking bribes brings it to ruin.  5 A man who flatters his neighbor Spreads out a net for his feet.  6 A bad man’s transgression ensnares him, But the righteous one cries out joyfully and rejoices.  7 The righteous one is concerned about the legal rights of the poor, But the wicked one has no such concern.  8 Boastful men inflame a town, But those who are wise turn away anger.  9 When a wise man enters into a controversy with a fool, There will be ranting and ridicule, but no satisfaction. 10 Bloodthirsty men hate anyone innocent,* And they seek to take the life* of the upright.* 11 A stupid person gives vent to all his feelings,* But the wise one calmly keeps them in check. 12 When a ruler pays attention to lies, All his servants will be wicked. 13 The poor man and the oppressor have this in common:* Jehovah gives light to the eyes of both.* 14 When a king judges the poor fairly, His throne will always be secure. 15 The rod* and reproof impart wisdom, But a child left unrestrained brings shame on his mother. 16 When the wicked increase, transgression increases, But the righteous will see their downfall. 17 Discipline your son and he will bring you rest; And he will give you* great pleasure. 18 Where there is no vision,* the people go unrestrained, But happy are those who observe the law. 19 A servant will not let himself be corrected by words, For though he understands, he does not obey. 20 Have you seen a man hasty with his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him. 21 If a servant is pampered from his youth, He will become thankless later on. 22 A man prone to anger stirs up strife; Anyone disposed to rage commits many transgressions. 23 The haughtiness of a man will humble him, But whoever is humble in spirit will obtain glory. 24 The partner of a thief hates himself.* He may hear the call to testify,* but he reports nothing. 25 Trembling at* men is* a snare, But the one trusting in Jehovah will be protected. 26 Many seek an audience with* a ruler, But it is from Jehovah that a man gets justice. 27 An unjust man is detestable to the righteous, But the one whose way is upright is detestable to the wicked one. 
30 The weighty message contained in the words of Aʹgur son of Jaʹkeh, which he spoke to Ithʹi·el, to Ithʹi·el and Uʹcal.  2 I am more ignorant than anyone else, And I lack the understanding a man should have.  3 I have not learned wisdom, And I do not possess the knowledge of the Most Holy One.  4 Who has ascended to heaven and then descended? Who has gathered the wind in the palms of both hands? Who has wrapped up the waters in his garment? Who has established* all the ends of the earth? What is his name and the name of his son—if you know?  5 Every saying of God is refined. He is a shield to those taking refuge in him.  6 Add nothing to his words, Or he will reprove you, And you will be proved a liar.  7 Two things I ask of you. Do not withhold them from me before I die.  8 Remove untruth and lies far from me. Give me neither poverty nor riches. Just let me consume my portion of food,  9 So that I do not become satisfied and deny you and say, “Who is Jehovah?” Nor let me become poor and steal and dishonor* the name of my God. 10 Do not slander a servant to his master, Or he may curse you and you will be found guilty. 11 There is a generation that curses its father And does not bless its mother. 12 There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes But has not been cleansed from its filth.* 13 There is a generation whose eyes are so haughty And whose eyes look so arrogantly! 14 There is a generation whose teeth are swords And whose jaws are slaughtering knives; They devour the lowly ones of the earth And the poor from among mankind. 15 The leeches have two daughters that cry, “Give! Give!” There are three things that do not get satisfied, Four that never say, “Enough!” 16 —The Grave* and a barren womb, A land that is deprived of water, And fire that never says, “Enough!” 17 The eye that mocks a father and despises obedience to a mother —The ravens of the valley* will peck it out, And the young eagles will eat it up. 18 There are three things that are beyond my comprehension,* And four that I do not understand: 19 The way of an eagle in the heavens, The way of a serpent on a rock, The way of a ship in the open sea, And the way of a man with a young woman. 20 This is the way of an adulterous woman: She eats, she wipes her mouth; Then she says, “I have done nothing wrong.” 21 There are three things that make the earth shudder And four things it cannot endure: 22 When a slave rules as king, When a fool is glutted with food, 23 When a hated* woman is taken as a wife, And when a servant girl takes the place of* her mistress. 24 Four things on earth are among the smallest, But they are instinctively wise:* 25 The ants are not strong creatures,* Yet they prepare their food in the summer. 26 The rock badgers* are not mighty creatures,* Yet they make their house in the crags. 27 The locusts have no king, Yet they all go forward in formation.* 28 The gecko lizard clings with its feet, And it goes into the palace of a king. 29 There are three things that have an impressive stride, Four that are impressive as they move: 30 The lion, the mightiest among beasts, Which does not retreat from anyone; 31 The greyhound; the male goat; And a king whose army is with him. 32 If you have foolishly exalted yourself Or if you have schemed to do so, Put your hand over your mouth. 33 For as the churning of milk produces butter And the squeezing of the nose produces blood, So the stirring up of anger produces quarrels. 
31 The words of King Lemʹu·el, the weighty message his mother gave to instruct him:  2 What should I tell you, O my son, What, O son of my womb, And what, O son of my vows?  3 Do not give your vigor to women, Nor follow ways that destroy kings.  4 It is not for kings, O Lemʹu·el, It is not for kings to drink wine Nor for rulers to say, “Where is my drink?”  5 So that they do not drink and forget what is decreed And pervert the rights of the lowly ones.  6 Give alcohol to those who are perishing And wine to those in bitter distress.*  7 Let them drink and forget their poverty; Let them remember their trouble no more.  8 Speak up in behalf of the speechless; Defend the rights of all who are perishing.  9 Speak up and judge righteously; Defend the rights* of the lowly and the poor. 10 Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.* 11 Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value. 12 She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life. 13 She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat. 28 Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her. 29 There are many capable* women, But you—you surpass them all. 30 Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised. 31 Give her the reward for what she does,* And let her works praise her in the city gates.

Lit., “will give birth to.”
Lit., “a stranger.”
Lit., “A foreigner.”
Or possibly, “insincere; forced.”
Or “A soul who.”
Lit., “treads down.”
Or “the hungry soul.”
Or “is fleeing away.”
Or “from counsel of the soul.”
Or “penalty.”
Or “a foreigner.”
Or “nagging.”
Lit., “the face of his friend.”
Or “Sheol and Abaddon.”
Or “So a man is according to his praise.”
Or “Set your heart on; Pay attention to.”
Or “diadem.”
Or “a young lion.”
Or “revolt.”
Lit., “he.”
Or “who is never without fear.”
Or “with the blood of a soul.”
Or “pit.”
Or “greedy.”
Or possibly, “The arrogant soul.”
Lit., “will be made fat.”
Or “who remains stubborn.”
Or “blameless.”
Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “But the upright seeks to protect his life.”
Lit., “spirit.”
Lit., “meet together.”
That is, He gives them life.
Or “discipline; punishment.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “prophetic vision; revelation.”
Or “his own soul.”
Or “an oath involving a curse.”
Or “Fear of.”
Or “lays.”
Or possibly, “seek the favor of.” Lit., “seek the face of.”
Lit., “raised.”
Or “assail.”
Lit., “excrement.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “wadi.”
Or “are too wonderful for me.”
Or “an unloved.”
Or “supplants.”
Or “exceedingly wise.”
Lit., “a people not strong.”
Or “The hyraxes.”
Lit., “a people not mighty.”
Or “divided in groups.”
Or “those bitter of soul.”
Or “Plead the cause.”
Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.
Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”
Or “excellent.”
Or “empty.”
Lit., “Give her from the fruit of her hands.”


^ (Prov. 31:1-31) The words of King Lemʹu·el, the weighty message his mother gave to instruct him:  2 What should I tell you, O my son, What, O son of my womb, And what, O son of my vows?  3 Do not give your vigor to women, Nor follow ways that destroy kings.  4 It is not for kings, O Lemʹu·el, It is not for kings to drink wine Nor for rulers to say, “Where is my drink?”  5 So that they do not drink and forget what is decreed And pervert the rights of the lowly ones.  6 Give alcohol to those who are perishing And wine to those in bitter distress.*  7 Let them drink and forget their poverty; Let them remember their trouble no more.  8 Speak up in behalf of the speechless; Defend the rights of all who are perishing.  9 Speak up and judge righteously; Defend the rights* of the lowly and the poor. 10 Who can find a capable* wife? Her value is far more than that of corals.* 11 Her husband trusts her from his heart, And he lacks nothing of value. 12 She rewards him with good, not bad, All the days of her life. 13 She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat. 28 Her children rise up and declare her happy; Her husband rises up and praises her. 29 There are many capable* women, But you—you surpass them all. 30 Charm may be false, and beauty may be fleeting,* But the woman who fears Jehovah will be praised. 31 Give her the reward for what she does,* And let her works praise her in the city gates.

Or “those bitter of soul.”
Or “Plead the cause.”
Or “an excellent.”
See Glossary.
Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”
Or “excellent.”
Or “empty.”
Lit., “Give her from the fruit of her hands.”


^ (Prov. 31:13-27) She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands. 14 She is like the ships of a merchant, Bringing her food in from afar. 15 She also rises while it is still night, Providing food for her household And portions for her female servants. 16 She sets her mind on a field and buys it; She plants a vineyard from her own labors.* 17 She prepares herself for hard work,* And she strengthens her arms. 18 She sees that her trading is profitable; Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 Her hands seize the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle.* 20 She extends her palm to the lowly one, And she opens her hands to the poor. 21 She does not worry about her household because of the snow, For her whole household is clothed in warm* garments. 22 She makes her own bed covers. Her clothing is of linen and purple wool. 23 Her husband is well-known in the city gates, Where he sits among the elders of the land. 24 She makes and sells linen garments* And supplies belts to the merchants. 25 She is clothed with strength and splendor, And she looks to the future with confidence.* 26 She opens her mouth in wisdom; The law of kindness* is on her tongue. 27 She watches over the activity of her household, And the bread of laziness she does not eat.

Or “with her earnings.” Lit., “from the fruitage of her hands.”
Lit., “girds her hips with strength.”
The distaff and the spindle were sticks used to spin or make thread and yarn.
Lit., “double.”
Or “undergarments.”
Or “laughs at a future day.”
Or “Loving instruction; The law of loyal love.”











^ (Eccl. 1:1-6:12) The words of the congregator,* the son of David, the king in Jerusalem.  2 “The greatest futility!”* says the congregator, “The greatest futility! Everything is futile!”  3 What does a person gain from all his hard work At which he toils under the sun?  4 A generation is going, and a generation is coming, But the earth remains* forever.  5 The sun rises,* and the sun sets; Then it hurries back* to the place where it rises again.  6 The wind goes south and circles around to the north; Round and round it continuously circles; the wind keeps making its rounds.  7 All the streams* flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place from which the streams flow, there they return so as to flow again.  8 All things are wearisome; No one can even speak of it. The eye is not satisfied at seeing; Nor is the ear filled from hearing.  9 What has been is what will be, And what has been done will be done again; There is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there anything of which one may say, “Look at this—it is new”? It already existed from long ago; It already existed before our time. 11 No one remembers people of former times; Nor will anyone remember those who come later; Nor will they be remembered by those who come still later. 12 I, the congregator, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I set my heart to study and explore with wisdom everything that has been done under the heavens—the miserable occupation that God has given to the sons of men that keeps them occupied. 14 I saw all the works that were done under the sun, And look! everything was futile, a chasing after the wind. 15 What is crooked cannot be made straight, And what is lacking cannot possibly be counted. 16 Then I said in my heart: “Look! I have acquired great wisdom, more than anyone who was before me in Jerusalem, and my heart gained a great deal of wisdom and knowledge.” 17 I applied my heart to knowing wisdom and to knowing madness* and to knowing folly, and this too is a chasing after the wind. 18 For an abundance of wisdom brings an abundance of frustration, So that whoever increases knowledge increases pain. 
2 Then I said in my heart: “Come and let me try out pleasure* and see what good comes.” But look! that too was futility.  2 I said about laughter, “It is madness!” And about pleasure,* “What use is it?” 3 I explored with my heart by indulging myself with wine, all the while maintaining my own wisdom; I even embraced foolishness to find out what was the best thing for humans to do during their few days of life under the heavens. 4 I undertook great works. I built houses for myself; I planted vineyards for myself. 5 I made gardens and parks for myself, and I planted in them all sorts of fruit trees. 6 I made pools of water for myself, to irrigate a grove* of flourishing trees. 7 I acquired male and female servants, and I had servants born in my household.* I also acquired much livestock—cattle and flocks—more than any of my predecessors in Jerusalem. 8 I accumulated silver and gold for myself, the treasures of* kings and of provinces. I gathered male and female singers for myself, as well as what brings great pleasure to the sons of men—a woman, yes, many women.* 9 So I grew great and surpassed anyone prior to me in Jerusalem. And my wisdom remained with me. 10 I did not deny myself anything that I desired.* I did not withhold from my heart any sort of pleasure,* for my heart was joyful because of all my hard work, and this was my reward* for all my hard work. 11 But when I reflected on all the works that my own hands had done and on all the hard work that I had toiled to accomplish, I saw that everything was futile, a chasing after the wind; there was nothing of real value* under the sun. 12 Then I turned my attention to wisdom and madness and folly. (For what can the man do who comes after the king? Only what has already been done.) 13 And I saw that there is an advantage to wisdom over folly, just as there is an advantage to light over darkness. 14 The wise one has his eyes in his head;* but the stupid one is walking in darkness. I have also come to realize that there is one outcome* that befalls all of them. 15 Then I said in my heart: “What happens to the stupid one will also happen to me.” What, then, did I gain by becoming excessively wise? So I said in my heart: “This too is futility.” 16 For there is no lasting memory either of the wise one or of the stupid one. In the days to come, everyone will be forgotten. And how will the wise one die? Along with the stupid one. 17 So I came to hate life, because everything being done under the sun seemed distressing to me, for everything was futile, a chasing after the wind. 18 I came to hate all that I had worked so hard for under the sun, because I must leave it behind for the man coming after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will take control over all the things I spent great effort and wisdom to acquire under the sun. This too is futility. 20 So I began to despair in my heart over all the hard work at which I had toiled under the sun. 21 For a man may work hard, guided by wisdom and knowledge and skill, but he must hand over his portion* to a man who did not work for it. This too is futility and a great tragedy.* 22 What does a man really gain from all his hard work and ambition that drives him* to work hard under the sun? 23 For during all his days, his occupation brings pain and frustration, and even at night his heart does not rest. This too is futility. 24 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and find enjoyment* in his hard work. This too, I have realized, is from the hand of the true God, 25 for who eats and who drinks better than I do? 26 To the man who pleases him he gives wisdom and knowledge and rejoicing, but to the sinner he gives the occupation of gathering and merely collecting to give to the one who pleases the true God. This too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 
3 There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:  2 A time for birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what was planted;  3 A time to kill and a time to heal; A time to tear down and a time to build up;  4 A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to wail and a time to dance;*  5 A time to throw stones away and a time to gather stones together; A time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;  6 A time to search and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep and a time to throw away;  7 A time to rip apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak;  8 A time to love and a time to hate; A time for war and a time for peace. 9 What does the worker gain from all his efforts? 10 I have seen the occupation that God has given to the sons of men to keep them occupied. 11 He has made everything beautiful* in its time. He has even put eternity in their heart; yet mankind will never find out the work that the true God has made from start to finish. 12 I have concluded that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good during their life, 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God. 14 I have come to know that everything the true God makes will endure forever. There is nothing to add to it and nothing to subtract from it. The true God has made it this way, so that people will fear him. 15 Whatever happens has already happened, and what is to come has already been; but the true God seeks what has been pursued.* 16 I have also seen this under the sun: In the place of justice there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness there was wickedness. 17 So I said in my heart: “The true God will judge both the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every activity and every action.” 18 I also said in my heart about the sons of men that the true God will test them and show them that they are like animals, 19 for there is an outcome* for humans and an outcome for animals; they all have the same outcome. As the one dies, so the other dies; and they all have but one spirit. So man has no superiority over animals, for everything is futile. 20 All are going to the same place. They all come from the dust, and they all are returning to the dust. 21 Who really knows whether the spirit of humans ascends upward, and whether the spirit of animals descends down to the earth? 22 And I saw that there is nothing better than for a man to find enjoyment in his work, because that is his reward;* for who can enable him to see what will happen after he is gone? 
4 Again I turned my attention to all the acts of oppression that go on under the sun. I saw the tears of the oppressed, and there was no one to comfort them. And their oppressors had the power, and there was no one to comfort them. 2 And I congratulated the dead who had already died rather than the living who were still alive. 3 And better off than both of them is the one who has not yet been born, who has not seen the distressing deeds that are done under the sun. 4 And I have seen how much effort* and skillful work spring from rivalry between people; this too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 5 The stupid one folds his hands while his flesh wastes away.* 6 Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind. 7 I turned my attention to another example of futility under the sun: 8 There is a man who is all alone, without any companion; he has no son or brother, but there is no end to all his hard work. His eyes are never satisfied with riches. But does he ask himself, ‘For whom am I working hard and depriving myself* of good things’? This too is futility and a miserable occupation. 9 Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work. 10 For if one of them falls, the other can help his partner up. But what will happen to the one who falls with no one to help him up? 11 Moreover, if two lie down together, they will stay warm, but how can just one keep warm? 12 And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart. 13 Better is a poor but wise child than an old but stupid king, who no longer has enough sense to heed a warning. 14 For he* went out from prison to become king, although in that one’s kingship he was born poor. 15 I considered all those alive who walk about under the sun, as well as how it goes with the young successor who stands up in the other’s place. 16 Although there is no end to all his supporters, those who come later will not be happy with him. This too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 
5 Watch your step whenever you go to the house of the true God; it is better to draw near to listen than to give a sacrifice as the stupid ones do, for they are not aware that what they are doing is bad. 2 Do not be quick with your mouth, nor let your heart speak rashly before the true God, for the true God is in the heavens but you are on the earth. That is why your words should be few. 3 For a dream comes from too many preoccupations,* and the chatter of the stupid one comes from too many words. 4 Whenever you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, for he finds no pleasure in the stupid ones. What you vow, pay. 5 Better for you not to vow than to vow and not pay. 6 Do not allow your mouth to cause you* to sin, and do not say before the angel* that it was a mistake. Why make the true God indignant over what you say so that he has to destroy the work of your hands? 7 For just as many preoccupations lead to dreams, so, too, many words lead to futility. But fear the true God. 8 If you see any oppression of the poor and a violation of justice and righteousness in your district, do not be surprised about the matter. For that high official is being watched by one who is higher than he is, and there are others who are still higher than them. 9 Also, the profit of the land is divided among them all; even the king is served by the field. 10 A lover of silver will never be satisfied with silver, nor a lover of wealth with income. This too is futility. 11 When good things increase, those consuming them increase. And what advantage is it to the owner, except to look at them with his eyes? 12 Sweet is the sleep of the one serving, whether he eats little or much, but the plenty belonging to the rich one does not permit him to sleep. 13 There is a great tragedy* that I have seen under the sun: riches that were hoarded by their owner to his own harm. 14 Those riches were lost because of a disastrous venture,* and when he becomes a father to a son, he has nothing left in his possession. 15 Just as one came from his mother’s womb, naked he will go away, just as he came. And he cannot carry away anything for all his hard work. 16 This too is a great tragedy:* Exactly as he came, so he will go away; and what profit is there to the one who keeps working hard for the wind? 17 Also, every day he eats in darkness, with a great deal of frustration and sickness and anger. 18 This is what I have seen to be good and proper: that one should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all the hard work at which he toils under the sun during the few days of life that the true God has given him, for that is his reward.* 19 Also, when the true God gives a man riches and material possessions along with the ability to enjoy them, he should take his reward* and rejoice in his hard work. This is the gift of God. 20 For he will hardly notice* the passing days of his life, because the true God keeps him preoccupied with the rejoicing of his heart. 
6 There is another tragedy* that I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men: 2 The true God gives a man riches and material possessions and glory, so that he lacks nothing that he desires;* yet the true God does not enable him to enjoy them, although a stranger may enjoy them. This is futility and a severe affliction. 3 If a man should become a father a hundred times and live for many years and reach old age, yet he* does not enjoy his good things before he reaches the grave,* I must say that a stillborn child is better off than he is. 4 For this one came in vain and went away in darkness, and his name is shrouded in darkness. 5 Even though he never saw the sun or knew anything, he is still better off* than the former one. 6 What is the benefit of living a thousand years twice over but not experiencing enjoyment? Do not all go to the same place? 7 All the hard work of a man is to fill his mouth; yet his appetite* is never satisfied. 8 For what advantage does the wise one have over the stupid one, or of what benefit is it that the poor man knows how to survive?* 9 Better to enjoy what the eyes see than to wander after one’s desires.* This too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 10 Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what man is; and he is not able to dispute* with the one more powerful than he. 11 The more words,* the more futility; and what advantage do they bring to man? 12 Who knows what is best for a man to do in life during the few days of his futile life, which he spends like a shadow? For who can tell man what will happen under the sun after he is gone?

Or “assembler; convener.”
Or “vanity.”
Lit., “is standing.”
Or “shines forth.”
Or “returns panting.”
Or “winter streams; seasonal streams.”
Or “extreme foolishness.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “forest.”
Lit., “sons of the house.”
Or “property peculiar to.”
Or “a lady, yes, ladies.”
Lit., “that my eyes asked for.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “portion.”
Or “of advantage.”
Or “has his eyes open.”
Or “eventuality.”
Or “hand over everything.”
Or “calamity.”
Lit., “and the striving of his heart.”
Or “cause his soul to see good.”
Lit., “leap; skip about.”
Or “well-arranged; proper; appropriate.”
Or possibly, “what has passed away.”
Or “eventuality.”
Or “portion.”
Or “hard work.”
Lit., “and is eating his own flesh.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “greater benefit.”
Or “easily.”
Perhaps referring to the wise child.
Or “too many cares.”
Lit., “your flesh.”
Or “messenger.”
Or “calamity.”
Or “occupation.”
Or “calamity.”
Or “portion.”
Or “portion.”
Or “remember.”
Or “calamity.”
Or “lacks nothing for his soul.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “and even the grave has not become his.”
Lit., “has more rest.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “to walk in front of the living.”
Or “than the walking about of the soul.”
Or “plead his cause.”
Or possibly, “things.”


^ (Eccl. 1:1-18) The words of the congregator,* the son of David, the king in Jerusalem.  2 “The greatest futility!”* says the congregator, “The greatest futility! Everything is futile!”  3 What does a person gain from all his hard work At which he toils under the sun?  4 A generation is going, and a generation is coming, But the earth remains* forever.  5 The sun rises,* and the sun sets; Then it hurries back* to the place where it rises again.  6 The wind goes south and circles around to the north; Round and round it continuously circles; the wind keeps making its rounds.  7 All the streams* flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place from which the streams flow, there they return so as to flow again.  8 All things are wearisome; No one can even speak of it. The eye is not satisfied at seeing; Nor is the ear filled from hearing.  9 What has been is what will be, And what has been done will be done again; There is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there anything of which one may say, “Look at this—it is new”? It already existed from long ago; It already existed before our time. 11 No one remembers people of former times; Nor will anyone remember those who come later; Nor will they be remembered by those who come still later. 12 I, the congregator, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I set my heart to study and explore with wisdom everything that has been done under the heavens—the miserable occupation that God has given to the sons of men that keeps them occupied. 14 I saw all the works that were done under the sun, And look! everything was futile, a chasing after the wind. 15 What is crooked cannot be made straight, And what is lacking cannot possibly be counted. 16 Then I said in my heart: “Look! I have acquired great wisdom, more than anyone who was before me in Jerusalem, and my heart gained a great deal of wisdom and knowledge.” 17 I applied my heart to knowing wisdom and to knowing madness* and to knowing folly, and this too is a chasing after the wind. 18 For an abundance of wisdom brings an abundance of frustration, So that whoever increases knowledge increases pain.

Or “assembler; convener.”
Or “vanity.”
Lit., “is standing.”
Or “shines forth.”
Or “returns panting.”
Or “winter streams; seasonal streams.”
Or “extreme foolishness.”





^ ***sn song 66 Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled***


Song 66

Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled


(Matthew 22:37)


1. O Jehovah, Sov’reign Ruler,

You are the one I love and obey.

You deserve my full devotion;

Your trust in me I shall not betray.

Your commands I loyally follow;

All you wish I gladly will do.

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.



2. Father, all your works exalt you.

Earth, moon, and stars your glory proclaim.

I do give my life to serve you;

With all my strength I’ll make known your name.

To my pledge of full dedication,

I will ever strive to be true.

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.





(See also Deut. 6:15; Ps. 40:8; 113:1-3; Eccl. 5:4; John 4:34.)





^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.


^ (Deut. 6:15) for Jehovah your God who is in your midst is a God who requires exclusive devotion. Otherwise, the anger of Jehovah your God will blaze against you and he will annihilate you from the face of the earth.



^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (Ps. 113:1-3) Praise Jah!* Offer praise, you servants of Jehovah, Praise the name of Jehovah.  2 May Jehovah’s name be praised From now on and forever.  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, Let Jehovah’s name be praised.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Eccl. 5:4) Whenever you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, for he finds no pleasure in the stupid ones. What you vow, pay.



^ (John 4:34) Jesus said to them: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.









^ ***w15 2/1 pp. 4-6 How to Enjoy Hard Work***


COVER SUBJECT | HOW TO ENJOY YOUR WORK

How to Enjoy Hard Work


“Everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God.” (Ecclesiastes 3:13) If God wanted us to enjoy our work, is it not logical that he would show us how to find such joy? (Isaiah 48:17) Thankfully, he does—through the pages of his Word, the Bible. Consider the following Bible-based advice for finding satisfaction in your work.




CULTIVATE A POSITIVE VIEW OF WORK

Whether your work is mostly mental, mostly physical, or somewhere in between, recognize that “there is benefit in every kind of hard work.” (Proverbs 14:23) What sort of benefit? For one thing, hard work helps us to care for our material needs. True, God promises to provide for the needs of those who sincerely worship him. (Matthew 6:31, 32) But he also expects us to do our part by diligently trying to earn an honest living.—2 Thessalonians 3:10.

Thus, we can view our work as a means to an end. Work is an honorable way to care for our responsibilities. “Providing for yourself is an accomplishment,” says 25-year-old Joshua. “If you are able to pay for what you need, then your work is doing what it is supposed to do.”

Moreover, hard work contributes to our self-respect. After all, hard work is just that—hard. When we discipline ourselves to stick with our work—even if it seems boring or difficult—we can have the satisfaction of knowing that we held ourselves to a high standard. We have won a victory over the inclination to take the easy way out. (Proverbs 26:14) In that sense, work brings an intense feeling of satisfaction. “I love the feeling I have after a long day of work,” says Aaron, quoted in the preceding article. “I may be exhausted—and my work might have even gone unnoticed by others—but I know that I’ve accomplished something.”

APPLY YOURSELF TO YOUR WORK

The Bible speaks highly of the man who is “skillful at his work” and the woman who “delights to work with her hands.” (Proverbs 22:29; 31:13) Of course, a person does not become skillful automatically. And few of us enjoy doing things that we are not good at. Perhaps that is why many do not enjoy their work; they simply have not put forth enough effort to become good at it.

In reality, a person can learn to enjoy almost any kind of work if he approaches it with the right mind-set—that is, if he focuses on learning how to do the job well. “When you put your best into a task and see the results, it’s very satisfying,” says 24-year-old William. “You never get that feeling from cutting corners or doing only the minimum.”

FOCUS ON HOW YOUR WORK BENEFITS OTHERS

Avoid the trap of thinking only about how much money you are earning. Rather, ask yourself such questions as these: ‘Why is this job necessary? What would happen if it wasn’t done—or it wasn’t done right? How does my work benefit others?’

That last question is especially good to think about, for work is most satisfying when we see how it benefits other people. Jesus himself said: “There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.” (Acts 20:35) In addition to those who benefit directly from our services—such as customers and employers—there are others who benefit from our hard work. These include members of our household and those in need.

Members of our household. When a family head works hard to provide for members of his household, he benefits them in at least two ways. First, he makes sure that they have the physical necessities of life—food, clothing, and shelter. He thus fulfills his God-given responsibility to “provide for those who are his own.” (1 Timothy 5:8) Second, a diligent breadwinner teaches by example the importance of hard work. “My father is a great example of someone who has a good work ethic,” says Shane, quoted in the preceding article. “He is an honest man who has worked hard his whole life, the majority of it as a carpenter. From his example, I’ve learned the value of working with your hands, building things that will have practical use for other people.”

Those in need. The apostle Paul advised Christians to “do hard work . . . so that [they] may have something to share with someone in need.” (Ephesians 4:28) Indeed, when we work hard to provide for ourselves and our family, we may also be in a position to help those who are less fortunate. (Proverbs 3:27) So hard work can enable us to experience the greater happiness of giving.

GO THE EXTRA MILE

In his famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: “If someone in authority compels you into service for a mile, go with him two miles.” (Matthew 5:41) How might you apply the principle behind those words to your own work? Rather than simply doing the minimum, look for ways to do more than is required. Set personal goals; challenge yourself to do your work better or faster than expected. Take pride in even the small details of your work.

When you go the extra mile, you are more likely to enjoy your work. Why? Because you are in control of your actions. You are giving more because you want to, not because someone forced you to. (Philemon 14) In this regard, we might recall the principle recorded at Proverbs 12:24: “The hand of the diligent ones will rule, but idle hands will be put to forced labor.” True, few of us will be put under literal slavery or forced labor. However, a person who does only the bare minimum may feel that he is enslaved, always under the yoke of the demands of others. But the person who goes the extra mile—doing more because he chooses to—feels in control of his life. He remains master over his actions.

KEEP WORK IN ITS PROPER PLACE

Hard work is admirable, yet we do well to remember that there is more to life than work. True, the Bible encourages diligence. (Proverbs 13:4) But it does not encourage becoming a workaholic. “Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind,” says Ecclesiastes 4:6. The point? A workaholic may never enjoy the fruitage of his labor if his work consumes all his time and energy. In effect, his work becomes as pointless as “chasing after the wind.”

The Bible can help us to cultivate a balanced view of work. Although it says we should apply ourselves to our work, it also advises us to “make sure of the more important things.” (Philippians 1:10) What are the more important things? These include spending time with family and friends. Even more important are spiritual activities, such as reading God’s Word and meditating on it.

Those who keep their life balanced are likely to enjoy their work even more. “One of my former employers is a great example of someone with a balanced work ethic,” says William, quoted earlier. “He works hard, and he has a good rapport with his clients because of the quality of his work. But at the end of the day, when the job is done, he knows how to leave his work behind and focus on his family and his worship. And you know what? He’s one of the happiest people I know!”



How They View Hard Work


“When I’m tired at the end of the day, I feel a real sense of accomplishment and joy. I know I really worked that day.”—Nick.



“Working hard is the best way to work. If you’re going to do something worthwhile, do it right.”—Christian.



“The human body can do extraordinary things. I like to show my appreciation for the gift of life by using it to work hard and help other people.”—David.









^ (Eccl. 3:13) also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God.



^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Prov. 14:23) There is benefit in every kind of hard work, But mere talk leads to want.



^ (Matt. 6:31, 32) So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.



^ (2 Thess. 3:10) In fact, when we were with you, we used to give you this order: “If anyone does not want to work, neither let him eat.”



^ (Prov. 26:14) A door keeps turning on its hinges,* And the lazy one on his bed.

Or “pivot.”


^ (Prov. 22:29) Have you seen a man skillful at his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before common men.



^ (Prov. 31:13) She obtains wool and linen; She delights to work with her hands.



^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (1 Tim. 5:8) Certainly if anyone does not provide for those who are his own, and especially for those who are members of his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.



^ (Eph. 4:28) Let the one who steals steal no more; rather, let him do hard work, doing good work with his hands, so that he may have something to share with someone in need.



^ (Prov. 3:27) Do not withhold good from those to whom you should give it* If it is within your power* to help.

Or “to whom it is owing.”
Or “within the power of your hand.”


^ (Matt. 5:41) and if someone in authority compels you into service for a mile,* go with him two miles.

See App. B14.


^ (Philem. 14) But I do not want to do anything without your consent, so that your good deed may be done, not under compulsion, but of your own free will.



^ (Prov. 12:24) The hand of the diligent ones will rule, But idle hands will be put to forced labor.



^ (Prov. 13:4) The lazy person has his cravings, yet he* has nothing, But the diligent one* will be fully satisfied.*

Or “his soul.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “will be made fat.”


^ (Eccl. 4:6) Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind.



^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;









^ ***w15 2/1 p. 6 How to Enjoy Hard Work***


Hard work is admirable, yet we do well to remember that there is more to life than work. True, the Bible encourages diligence. (Proverbs 13:4) But it does not encourage becoming a workaholic. “Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind,” says Ecclesiastes 4:6. The point? A workaholic may never enjoy the fruitage of his labor if his work consumes all his time and energy. In effect, his work becomes as pointless as “chasing after the wind.”

The Bible can help us to cultivate a balanced view of work. Although it says we should apply ourselves to our work, it also advises us to “make sure of the more important things.” (Philippians 1:10) What are the more important things? These include spending time with family and friends. Even more important are spiritual activities, such as reading God’s Word and meditating on it.

Those who keep their life balanced are likely to enjoy their work even more. “One of my former employers is a great example of someone with a balanced work ethic,” says William, quoted earlier. “He works hard, and he has a good rapport with his clients because of the quality of his work. But at the end of the day, when the job is done, he knows how to leave his work behind and focus on his family and his worship. And you know what? He’s one of the happiest people I know!”





^ (Prov. 13:4) The lazy person has his cravings, yet he* has nothing, But the diligent one* will be fully satisfied.*

Or “his soul.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “will be made fat.”


^ (Eccl. 4:6) Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind.



^ (Phil. 1:10) that you may make sure of the more important things, so that you may be flawless and not stumbling others up to the day of Christ;









^ ***w08 4/15 pp. 22-23 What Makes Life Worthwhile?***

Will Material Possessions Give Us Satisfaction?

 9. What did Solomon discover regarding the possessing of wealth?

9 Solomon was one of the richest men on earth when he wrote Ecclesiastes. (2 Chron. 9:22) He had the means to acquire anything he wanted. “Anything that my eyes asked for I did not keep away from them,” he wrote. (Eccl. 2:10) Nevertheless, he discovered that possessions do not in themselves bring satisfaction. “A mere lover of silver will not be satisfied with silver, neither any lover of wealth with income,” he concluded.—Eccl. 5:10.

10. What leads to true satisfaction and true riches?

10 Despite the fleeting value of possessions, wealth can still exert a powerful attraction. In a recent survey in the United States, 75 percent of all first-year university students described their principal goal in life as being “financially very well off.” Even if they reached their goal, would they be truly happy? Not necessarily. Researchers have noted that an emphasis on materialism is, in fact, a hindrance to happiness and satisfaction. A long time ago, Solomon had already reached that same conclusion. He wrote: “I accumulated also silver and gold for myself, and property peculiar to kings . . . And, look! everything was vanity and a striving after wind.”* (Eccl. 2:8, 11) In contrast, if we use our life to serve Jehovah wholeheartedly and thus receive his blessing, we will obtain true riches.—Read Proverbs 10:22.



^ par. 9 (2 Chron. 9:22) So King Solʹo·mon was greater than all the other kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.



^ par. 9 (Eccl. 2:10) I did not deny myself anything that I desired.* I did not withhold from my heart any sort of pleasure,* for my heart was joyful because of all my hard work, and this was my reward* for all my hard work.

Lit., “that my eyes asked for.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “portion.”


^ par. 9 (Eccl. 5:10) A lover of silver will never be satisfied with silver, nor a lover of wealth with income. This too is futility.



^ par. 10 (Eccl. 2:8) I accumulated silver and gold for myself, the treasures of* kings and of provinces. I gathered male and female singers for myself, as well as what brings great pleasure to the sons of men—a woman, yes, many women.*

Or “property peculiar to.”
Or “a lady, yes, ladies.”


^ par. 10 (Eccl. 2:11) But when I reflected on all the works that my own hands had done and on all the hard work that I had toiled to accomplish, I saw that everything was futile, a chasing after the wind; there was nothing of real value* under the sun.

Or “of advantage.”


^ par. 10 (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”






^ par. 10 Solomon had a basic yearly revenue of 666 talents (over 50,000 pounds) of gold.—2 Chron. 9:13.




^ (2 Chron. 9:13) And the weight of the gold that came to Solʹo·mon in one year amounted to 666 talents of gold,









^ ***w06 11/1 p. 14 par. 9 Highlights From the Book of Ecclesiastes***

3:16, 17. To expect justice in every case is unrealistic. Rather than feel anxious about what is happening in the world today, we should wait on Jehovah to set matters straight.



^ par. 9 (Eccl. 3:16, 17) I have also seen this under the sun: In the place of justice there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness there was wickedness. 17 So I said in my heart: “The true God will judge both the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every activity and every action.”









^ ***bh pp. 22-23 The Bible—A Book From God***


11, 12. (a) What topics did Jesus discuss in his Sermon on the Mount? (b) What other practical matters are considered in the Bible, and why is its counsel timeless?

11 Consider Jesus’ speech called the Sermon on the Mount, recorded in Matthew chapters 5 to 7. In this masterpiece of teaching, Jesus spoke on a number of topics, including the way to find true happiness, how to settle disputes, how to pray, and how to have the proper view of material things. Jesus’ words are just as powerful and practical today as they were when he spoke them.

12 Some Bible principles deal with family life, work habits, and relationships with others. The Bible’s principles apply to all people, and its counsel is always beneficial. The wisdom found in the Bible is summarized by God’s words through the prophet Isaiah: “I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teaching you to benefit yourself.”—Isaiah 48:17.





^ par. 11 (Matt. 5:1-7:29) When he saw the crowds, he went up on the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he opened his mouth and began teaching them, saying: 3 “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need,* since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. 4 “Happy are those who mourn, since they will be comforted. 5 “Happy are the mild-tempered,* since they will inherit the earth. 6 “Happy are those hungering and thirsting for righteousness, since they will be filled.* 7 “Happy are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy. 8 “Happy are the pure in heart, since they will see God. 9 “Happy are the peacemakers,* since they will be called sons of God. 10 “Happy are those who have been persecuted for righteousness’ sake, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them. 11 “Happy are you when people reproach you and persecute you and lyingly say every sort of wicked thing against you for my sake. 12 Rejoice and be overjoyed, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in that way they persecuted the prophets prior to you. 13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its strength, how will its saltiness be restored? It is no longer usable for anything except to be thrown outside to be trampled on by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when located on a mountain. 15 People light a lamp and set it, not under a basket,* but on the lampstand, and it shines on all those in the house. 16 Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens. 17 “Do not think I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I came, not to destroy, but to fulfill. 18 Truly I say to you that sooner would heaven and earth pass away than for one smallest letter or one stroke of a letter to pass away from the Law until all things take place. 19 Whoever, therefore, breaks one of these least commandments and teaches others to do so will be called least in relation to the Kingdom of the heavens. But whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in relation to the Kingdom of the heavens. 20 For I say to you that if your righteousness does not surpass that of the scribes and the Pharisees, you will by no means enter into the Kingdom of the heavens. 21 “You heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not murder, but whoever commits a murder will be accountable to the court of justice.’ 22 However, I say to you that everyone who continues wrathful with his brother will be accountable to the court of justice; and whoever addresses his brother with an unspeakable word of contempt will be accountable to the Supreme Court; whereas whoever says, ‘You despicable fool!’ will be liable to the fiery Ge·henʹna.* 23 “If, then, you are bringing your gift to the altar and there you remember that your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar, and go away. First make your peace with your brother, and then come back and offer your gift. 25 “Be quick to settle matters with your legal opponent, while you are with him on the way there, so that somehow the opponent may not turn you over to the judge, and the judge to the court attendant, and you get thrown into prison. 26 I say to you for a fact, you will certainly not come out of there until you have paid over your last small coin.* 27 “You heard that it was said: ‘You must not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who keeps on looking at a woman so as to have a passion for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If, now, your right eye is making you stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be pitched into Ge·henʹna.* 30 Also, if your right hand is making you stumble, cut it off and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to land in Ge·henʹna.* 31 “Moreover, it was said: ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 However, I say to you that everyone divorcing his wife, except on account of sexual immorality,* makes her a subject for adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 33 “Again you heard that it was said to those of ancient times: ‘You must not swear without performing, but you must pay your vows to Jehovah.’* 34 However, I say to you: Do not swear at all, neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 nor by earth, for it is the footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 Do not swear by your head, since you cannot turn one hair white or black. 37 Just let your word ‘Yes’ mean yes, your ‘No,’ no, for what goes beyond these is from the wicked one. 38 “You heard that it was said: ‘Eye for eye and tooth for tooth.’ 39 However, I say to you: Do not resist the one who is wicked, but whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other also to him. 40 And if a person wants to take you to court and get possession of your inner garment, let him also have your outer garment; 41 and if someone in authority compels you into service for a mile,* go with him two miles. 42 Give to the one asking you, and do not turn away from one who wants to borrow* from you. 43 “You heard that it was said: ‘You must love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 However, I say to you: Continue to love your enemies and to pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may prove yourselves sons of your Father who is in the heavens, since he makes his sun rise on both the wicked and the good and makes it rain on both the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those loving you, what reward do you have? Are not also the tax collectors doing the same thing? 47 And if you greet your brothers only, what extraordinary thing are you doing? Are not also the people of the nations doing the same thing? 48 You must accordingly be perfect,* as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
6 “Take care not to practice your righteousness in front of men to be noticed by them; otherwise you will have no reward with your Father who is in the heavens. 2 So when you make gifts of mercy,* do not blow a trumpet ahead of you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be glorified by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 But you, when making gifts of mercy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your gifts of mercy may be in secret. Then your Father who looks on in secret will repay you. 5 “Also, when you pray, do not act like the hypocrites, for they like to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the main streets to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your private room and, after shutting your door, pray to your Father who is in secret. Then your Father who looks on in secret will repay you. 7 When praying, do not say the same things over and over again as the people of the nations do, for they imagine they will get a hearing for their use of many words. 8 So do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need even before you ask him. 9 “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.* 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth. 11 Give us today our bread for this day; 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’ 14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15 whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 16 “When you fast, stop becoming sad-faced like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces* so they may appear to men to be fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 17 But you, when fasting, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that you may not appear to be fasting to men but only to your Father who is in secret. Then your Father who looks on in secret will repay you. 19 “Stop storing up for yourselves treasures on the earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal. 20 Rather, store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If, then, your eye is focused,* your whole body will be bright.* 23 But if your eye is envious,* your whole body will be dark. If the light that is in you is really darkness, how great that darkness is! 24 “No one can slave for two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will stick to the one and despise the other. You cannot slave for God and for Riches. 25 “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives* as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life* mean more than food and the body than clothing? 26 Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they are? 27 Who of you by being anxious can add one cubit* to his life span? 28 Also, why are you anxious about clothing? Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil, nor do they spin; 29 but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. 30 Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation of the field that is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much rather clothe you, you with little faith? 31 So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you. 34 So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles. 
7 “Stop judging that you may not be judged; 2 for with the judgment you are judging, you will be judged, and with the measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to you. 3 Why, then, do you look at the straw in your brother’s eye but do not notice the rafter in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Allow me to remove the straw from your eye,’ when look! a rafter is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the rafter from your own eye, and then you will see clearly how to remove the straw from your brother’s eye. 6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs nor throw your pearls before swine, so that they may never trample them under their feet and turn around and rip you open. 7 “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you; 8 for everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened. 9 Indeed, which one of you, if his son asks for bread, will hand him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not hand him a serpent, will he? 11 Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will your Father who is in the heavens give good things to those asking him! 12 “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean. 13 “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction, and many are going in through it; 14 whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it. 15 “Be on the watch for the false prophets who come to you in sheep’s covering, but inside they are ravenous wolves. 16 By their fruits you will recognize them. Never do people gather grapes from thorns or figs from thistles, do they? 17 Likewise, every good tree produces fine fruit, but every rotten tree produces worthless fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear worthless fruit, nor can a rotten tree produce fine fruit. 19 Every tree not producing fine fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Really, then, by their fruits you will recognize those men. 21 “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. 22 Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works in your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’ 24 “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.” 28 When Jesus finished these sayings, the effect was that the crowds were astounded at his way of teaching, 29 for he was teaching them as a person having authority, and not as their scribes.

Or “those who are beggars for the spirit.”
Or “meek.”
Or “satisfied.”
Or “peaceable.”
Or “measuring basket.”
The place for burning refuse outside of Jerusalem. See Glossary.
Lit., “the last quadrans.” See App. B14.
See Glossary.
See Glossary.
Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.
See App. A5.
See App. B14.
That is, borrow without interest.
Or “complete.”
Or “gifts to the poor.” See Glossary.
Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”
Or “rescue.”
Or “they neglect their appearance.”
Or “clear.” Lit., “simple.”
Or “full of light.”
Lit., “bad; wicked.”
Or “souls.”
Or “the soul.”
See App. B14.


^ par. 12 (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”








^ ***snnw song 140 The Life of a Pioneer***


Song 140

The Life of a Pioneer


Download:

	           Lyrics Only



	           Lead Sheet





(Ecclesiastes 11:6)


	             At the start of the day, with the sun yet to rise,

We are making our way

with the sleep in our eyes,

and we pray.

We are there with a smile for the people we meet.

Some may stop for a while,

some pass by on the street, but we stay.

(CHORUS)

It’s the life that we choose;

For Jehovah we live.

And whatever he asks, we will do.

In the work we endure,

Whether sunshine or rain.

It’s a way we can say ev’ry day:

“I love you.”





	             At the end of the day, with the sun sinking low,

Feeling happy and tired,

in our heart there’s a glow,

and we pray.

It’s a life that we love, always giving our best.

And Jehovah we thank,

for by him we are blessed ev’ry day.

(CHORUS)

It’s the life that we choose;

For Jehovah we live.

And whatever he asks, we will do.

In the work we endure,

Whether sunshine or rain.

It’s a way we can say ev’ry day:

“I love you.”









(See also Josh. 24:15; Ps. 92:2; Rom. 14:8.)





^ (Eccl. 11:6) Sow your seed in the morning and do not let your hand rest until the evening; for you do not know which will have success, whether this one or that one, or whether they will both do well.



^ (Josh. 24:15) Now if it seems bad to you to serve Jehovah, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve, whether the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the River* or the gods of the Amʹor·ites in whose land you are dwelling. But as for me and my household, we will serve Jehovah.”

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Ps. 92:2) To declare your loyal love in the morning And your faithfulness during the nights,



^ (Rom. 14:8) For if we live, we live to Jehovah,* and if we die, we die to Jehovah.* So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah.*

See App. A5.
See App. A5.
See App. A5.








^ ***bhs p. 115 The Truth About the Angels***

TRUTH 3: WICKED ANGELS TRY TO HARM US

“We may not be overreached by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his designs.”—2 Corinthians 2:11

Who are the demons, and why are they harmful?

	Revelation 12:9

An angel rebelled against Jehovah. He is called Satan.



	Genesis 6:2

In Noah’s time, some angels rebelled and came to the earth.



	Matthew 9:34

Those angels joined Satan’s rebellion and became demons.



	Deuteronomy 18:10, 11

The demons try to trick people and harm them any way they can.





TRUTH 4: YOU CAN RESIST SATAN AND THE DEMONS

“Oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.”—James 4:7

How can you have Jehovah’s help in resisting Satan and the demons?

	Acts 19:19

Get rid of all items connected with demonism that make magic, demons, or the supernatural seem harmless or exciting.



	Ephesians 6:16, 18

Build your faith by studying the Bible, and pray for God’s protection.



	Proverbs 18:10

Use Jehovah’s name.











^ (2 Cor. 2:11) so that we may not be overreached* by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his designs.*

Or “outwitted.”
Or “intentions; schemes.”


^ (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ (Gen. 6:2) the sons of the true God* began to notice that the daughters of men were beautiful. So they began taking as wives all whom they chose.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ (Matt. 9:34) But the Pharisees were saying: “It is by the ruler of the demons that he expels the demons.”



^ (Deut. 18:10, 11) There should not be found in you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, anyone who employs divination, anyone practicing magic, anyone who looks for omens, a sorcerer, 11 anyone binding others with a spell, anyone who consults a spirit medium or a fortune-teller, or anyone who inquires of the dead.



^ (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.



^ (Acts 19:19) Indeed, quite a number of those who practiced magical arts brought their books together and burned them up before everybody. And they calculated their value and found them worth 50,000 pieces of silver.



^ (Eph. 6:16) Besides all of this, take up the large shield of faith, with which you will be able to extinguish all the wicked one’s burning arrows.*

Or “missiles; darts.”


^ (Eph. 6:18) while with every form of prayer and supplication you carry on prayer on every occasion in spirit. And to that end stay awake, constantly making supplication in behalf of all the holy ones.



^ (Prov. 18:10) The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous one runs and receives protection.*

Lit., “is raised high,” that is, out of reach, safe.








^ ***kr pp. 39-41 Jehovah Exalts His Name***


1, 2. How does the New World Translation exalt God’s name?

ON A cool but sunny Tuesday morning, December 2, 1947, a small group of anointed brothers from Bethel in Brooklyn, New York, set out to accomplish a huge task. The work was exacting, but for the next 12 years, they kept at it. At long last, on Sunday, March 13, 1960, they completed the final text for a new Bible translation. Three months later, on June 18, 1960, Brother Nathan Knorr released the final volume of the complete New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures to a thrilled convention audience in Manchester, England. The speaker well expressed the feelings of all in attendance when he exclaimed: ‘Today is a day for rejoicing on the part of Jehovah’s Witnesses the wide world over!’ One outstanding feature of that new translation was a special cause for joy—the frequent use of God’s personal name.

2 Many translations of the Bible leave out God’s name. But Jehovah’s anointed servants took a stand against Satan’s scheme to blot the name of God out of human memory. The introduction of the New World Translation released that day stated: “The foremost feature of this translation is the restoration of the divine name to its rightful place.” Indeed, the New World Translation uses God’s personal name, Jehovah, more than 7,000 times. How outstandingly this translation has exalted the name of our heavenly Father—Jehovah!

 3. (a) What did our brothers discern about the meaning of God’s name? (b) How should we understand Exodus 3:13, 14? (See the box “The Meaning of God’s Name.”)

3 In earlier years, the Bible Students understood God’s name to mean “I am that I am.” (Ex. 3:14, King James Version) Thus, The Watch Tower of January 1, 1926, noted: “The name Jehovah signifies the self-existing One, . . . the One who had no beginning and no end.” However, by the time the translators of the New World Translation began their work, Jehovah had helped his people to discern that his name signifies not merely that he is self-existent but foremost that he is a God of purpose and activity. They learned that the name Jehovah literally means “He Causes to Become.” Yes, he caused the universe and intelligent beings to come into existence, and he continues to cause his will and purpose to become a reality. Why, though, is it so important that God’s name be exalted, and how can we have a share in exalting it?

The Sanctification of God’s Name

4, 5. (a) For what do we ask when we pray: “Let your name be sanctified”? (b) How and when will God sanctify his name?

4 Jehovah wants his name to be exalted. In fact, his primary purpose is to sanctify his name, as is evident in Jesus’ first request in his model prayer: “Let your name be sanctified.” (Matt. 6:9) When making that petition, for what are we praying?

5 As we learned in Chapter 1 of this publication, the request “Let your name be sanctified” is one of three petitions in Jesus’ model prayer that have to do with Jehovah’s purpose. The other two are: “Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place.” (Matt. 6:10) Hence, just as we ask for Jehovah to take action to cause his Kingdom to come and his will to take place, so we ask for Jehovah to take action to sanctify his name. In other words, we are asking Jehovah to act to clear his name of all the reproach that has been heaped upon it since the rebellion in Eden. How will Jehovah respond to such a prayer? He states: “I will certainly sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the nations.” (Ezek. 36:23; 38:23) At Armageddon, when he removes wickedness, Jehovah will sanctify his name before the eyes of all creation.

 6. How can we share in sanctifying God’s name?

6 Throughout history, Jehovah has allowed his servants to share in sanctifying his name. Of course, we cannot make God’s name more sacred. It is already sacred, or holy, in the absolute sense. So how can we sanctify it? Isaiah states: “Jehovah of armies—he is the One you should regard as holy.” And Jehovah himself said concerning his people: “They will sanctify my name . . . , and they will stand in awe of the God of Israel.” (Isa. 8:13; 29:23) Thus, we sanctify God’s name by regarding it as separate from and higher than all other names, by respecting what it represents, and by helping others to regard it as holy. We especially demonstrate our awe and reverence for God’s name when we recognize Jehovah as our Ruler and obey him with all our heart.—Prov. 3:1; Rev. 4:11.





^ (Ex. 3:13, 14) But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ par. 3 (Ex. 3:14) So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ par. 4 (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.*

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”


^ par. 5 (Matt. 6:10) Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ par. 5 (Ezek. 36:23) ‘I will certainly sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the nations, which you profaned among them; and the nations will have to know that I am Jehovah,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘when I am sanctified among you before their eyes.



^ par. 5 (Ezek. 38:23) And I will certainly magnify myself and sanctify myself and make myself known before the eyes of many nations; and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’



^ par. 6 (Isa. 8:13) Jehovah of armies—he is the One you should regard as holy, He is the One you should fear, And he is the One who should cause you to tremble.”



^ par. 6 (Isa. 29:23) For when he sees his children, Who are the work of my hands, in his midst, They will sanctify my name; Yes, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, And they will stand in awe of the God of Israel.



^ par. 6 (Prov. 3:1) My son, do not forget my teaching,* And may your heart observe my commandments,

Or “law.”


^ par. 6 (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.








^ ***kr p. 43 Jehovah Exalts His Name***

THE MEANING OF GOD’S NAME


THE name Jehovah comes from a Hebrew verb that means “to become.” Some scholars feel that in this instance the verb is used in its causative form. God’s name is thus understood by many to mean “He Causes to Become.” This definition well fits Jehovah’s role as the Creator. He caused the universe and intelligent beings to come into existence and continues to cause his will and purpose to become a reality.

How, then, should we understand Jehovah’s answer to Moses’ question recorded at Exodus 3:13, 14? Moses asked: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” Jehovah answered: “I Will Become What I Choose to Become.”

Note that Moses was not asking Jehovah to reveal his name. Moses and the Israelites already knew God’s name well. Moses wanted Jehovah to reveal something faith-strengthening about the kind of God he is, something that may also be reflected in the meaning of his name. Hence, by responding, “I Will Become What I Choose to Become,” Jehovah was revealing a thrilling aspect of his own nature: In each situation, he becomes whatever is necessary to fulfill his purpose. For example, for Moses and the Israelites, Jehovah became a Rescuer, a Lawgiver, a Provider—and much more. Thus, Jehovah himself chooses to become whatever is necessary to fulfill his promises to his people. However, while the name Jehovah may include this idea, it is not limited to what he himself chooses to become. It also includes what he causes his creation to become in the accomplishment of his purpose.



See appendix A4 in the revised New World Translation.








^ (Ex. 3:13, 14) But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.








^ ***sn song 112 Great God, Jehovah***


Song 112

Great God, Jehovah


(Exodus 34:6, 7)


1. Great God, Jehovah, you are deserving,

Worthy of the highest praise,

Good and just in all your ways.

Your throne is founded firmly on justice;

You are God to endless days.

2. Pardoning error, sin, and transgression,

Merciful to those like you,

Those who practice mercy too.

Your kingly justice, your loving-kindness,

You have shown in all you do.

3. Let men and angels join in your praises;

Let your name be sanctified,

Never more to be denied.

Soon may your Kingdom, ruling in heaven,

Make your will be done earth wide.



(See also Deut. 32:4; Prov. 16:12; Matt. 6:10; Rev. 4:11.)





^ (Ex. 34:6, 7) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Prov. 16:12) Wicked practices are detestable to kings, For the throne is firmly established by righteousness.



^ (Matt. 6:10) Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.














^ (Eccl. 1:1-6:12) The words of the congregator,* the son of David, the king in Jerusalem.  2 “The greatest futility!”* says the congregator, “The greatest futility! Everything is futile!”  3 What does a person gain from all his hard work At which he toils under the sun?  4 A generation is going, and a generation is coming, But the earth remains* forever.  5 The sun rises,* and the sun sets; Then it hurries back* to the place where it rises again.  6 The wind goes south and circles around to the north; Round and round it continuously circles; the wind keeps making its rounds.  7 All the streams* flow into the sea, yet the sea is not full. To the place from which the streams flow, there they return so as to flow again.  8 All things are wearisome; No one can even speak of it. The eye is not satisfied at seeing; Nor is the ear filled from hearing.  9 What has been is what will be, And what has been done will be done again; There is nothing new under the sun. 10 Is there anything of which one may say, “Look at this—it is new”? It already existed from long ago; It already existed before our time. 11 No one remembers people of former times; Nor will anyone remember those who come later; Nor will they be remembered by those who come still later. 12 I, the congregator, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I set my heart to study and explore with wisdom everything that has been done under the heavens—the miserable occupation that God has given to the sons of men that keeps them occupied. 14 I saw all the works that were done under the sun, And look! everything was futile, a chasing after the wind. 15 What is crooked cannot be made straight, And what is lacking cannot possibly be counted. 16 Then I said in my heart: “Look! I have acquired great wisdom, more than anyone who was before me in Jerusalem, and my heart gained a great deal of wisdom and knowledge.” 17 I applied my heart to knowing wisdom and to knowing madness* and to knowing folly, and this too is a chasing after the wind. 18 For an abundance of wisdom brings an abundance of frustration, So that whoever increases knowledge increases pain. 
2 Then I said in my heart: “Come and let me try out pleasure* and see what good comes.” But look! that too was futility.  2 I said about laughter, “It is madness!” And about pleasure,* “What use is it?” 3 I explored with my heart by indulging myself with wine, all the while maintaining my own wisdom; I even embraced foolishness to find out what was the best thing for humans to do during their few days of life under the heavens. 4 I undertook great works. I built houses for myself; I planted vineyards for myself. 5 I made gardens and parks for myself, and I planted in them all sorts of fruit trees. 6 I made pools of water for myself, to irrigate a grove* of flourishing trees. 7 I acquired male and female servants, and I had servants born in my household.* I also acquired much livestock—cattle and flocks—more than any of my predecessors in Jerusalem. 8 I accumulated silver and gold for myself, the treasures of* kings and of provinces. I gathered male and female singers for myself, as well as what brings great pleasure to the sons of men—a woman, yes, many women.* 9 So I grew great and surpassed anyone prior to me in Jerusalem. And my wisdom remained with me. 10 I did not deny myself anything that I desired.* I did not withhold from my heart any sort of pleasure,* for my heart was joyful because of all my hard work, and this was my reward* for all my hard work. 11 But when I reflected on all the works that my own hands had done and on all the hard work that I had toiled to accomplish, I saw that everything was futile, a chasing after the wind; there was nothing of real value* under the sun. 12 Then I turned my attention to wisdom and madness and folly. (For what can the man do who comes after the king? Only what has already been done.) 13 And I saw that there is an advantage to wisdom over folly, just as there is an advantage to light over darkness. 14 The wise one has his eyes in his head;* but the stupid one is walking in darkness. I have also come to realize that there is one outcome* that befalls all of them. 15 Then I said in my heart: “What happens to the stupid one will also happen to me.” What, then, did I gain by becoming excessively wise? So I said in my heart: “This too is futility.” 16 For there is no lasting memory either of the wise one or of the stupid one. In the days to come, everyone will be forgotten. And how will the wise one die? Along with the stupid one. 17 So I came to hate life, because everything being done under the sun seemed distressing to me, for everything was futile, a chasing after the wind. 18 I came to hate all that I had worked so hard for under the sun, because I must leave it behind for the man coming after me. 19 And who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will take control over all the things I spent great effort and wisdom to acquire under the sun. This too is futility. 20 So I began to despair in my heart over all the hard work at which I had toiled under the sun. 21 For a man may work hard, guided by wisdom and knowledge and skill, but he must hand over his portion* to a man who did not work for it. This too is futility and a great tragedy.* 22 What does a man really gain from all his hard work and ambition that drives him* to work hard under the sun? 23 For during all his days, his occupation brings pain and frustration, and even at night his heart does not rest. This too is futility. 24 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and find enjoyment* in his hard work. This too, I have realized, is from the hand of the true God, 25 for who eats and who drinks better than I do? 26 To the man who pleases him he gives wisdom and knowledge and rejoicing, but to the sinner he gives the occupation of gathering and merely collecting to give to the one who pleases the true God. This too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 
3 There is an appointed time for everything, A time for every activity under the heavens:  2 A time for birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what was planted;  3 A time to kill and a time to heal; A time to tear down and a time to build up;  4 A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to wail and a time to dance;*  5 A time to throw stones away and a time to gather stones together; A time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing;  6 A time to search and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep and a time to throw away;  7 A time to rip apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak;  8 A time to love and a time to hate; A time for war and a time for peace. 9 What does the worker gain from all his efforts? 10 I have seen the occupation that God has given to the sons of men to keep them occupied. 11 He has made everything beautiful* in its time. He has even put eternity in their heart; yet mankind will never find out the work that the true God has made from start to finish. 12 I have concluded that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good during their life, 13 also that everyone should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all his hard work. It is the gift of God. 14 I have come to know that everything the true God makes will endure forever. There is nothing to add to it and nothing to subtract from it. The true God has made it this way, so that people will fear him. 15 Whatever happens has already happened, and what is to come has already been; but the true God seeks what has been pursued.* 16 I have also seen this under the sun: In the place of justice there was wickedness, and in the place of righteousness there was wickedness. 17 So I said in my heart: “The true God will judge both the righteous and the wicked, for there is a time for every activity and every action.” 18 I also said in my heart about the sons of men that the true God will test them and show them that they are like animals, 19 for there is an outcome* for humans and an outcome for animals; they all have the same outcome. As the one dies, so the other dies; and they all have but one spirit. So man has no superiority over animals, for everything is futile. 20 All are going to the same place. They all come from the dust, and they all are returning to the dust. 21 Who really knows whether the spirit of humans ascends upward, and whether the spirit of animals descends down to the earth? 22 And I saw that there is nothing better than for a man to find enjoyment in his work, because that is his reward;* for who can enable him to see what will happen after he is gone? 
4 Again I turned my attention to all the acts of oppression that go on under the sun. I saw the tears of the oppressed, and there was no one to comfort them. And their oppressors had the power, and there was no one to comfort them. 2 And I congratulated the dead who had already died rather than the living who were still alive. 3 And better off than both of them is the one who has not yet been born, who has not seen the distressing deeds that are done under the sun. 4 And I have seen how much effort* and skillful work spring from rivalry between people; this too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 5 The stupid one folds his hands while his flesh wastes away.* 6 Better is a handful of rest than two handfuls of hard work and chasing after the wind. 7 I turned my attention to another example of futility under the sun: 8 There is a man who is all alone, without any companion; he has no son or brother, but there is no end to all his hard work. His eyes are never satisfied with riches. But does he ask himself, ‘For whom am I working hard and depriving myself* of good things’? This too is futility and a miserable occupation. 9 Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work. 10 For if one of them falls, the other can help his partner up. But what will happen to the one who falls with no one to help him up? 11 Moreover, if two lie down together, they will stay warm, but how can just one keep warm? 12 And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart. 13 Better is a poor but wise child than an old but stupid king, who no longer has enough sense to heed a warning. 14 For he* went out from prison to become king, although in that one’s kingship he was born poor. 15 I considered all those alive who walk about under the sun, as well as how it goes with the young successor who stands up in the other’s place. 16 Although there is no end to all his supporters, those who come later will not be happy with him. This too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 
5 Watch your step whenever you go to the house of the true God; it is better to draw near to listen than to give a sacrifice as the stupid ones do, for they are not aware that what they are doing is bad. 2 Do not be quick with your mouth, nor let your heart speak rashly before the true God, for the true God is in the heavens but you are on the earth. That is why your words should be few. 3 For a dream comes from too many preoccupations,* and the chatter of the stupid one comes from too many words. 4 Whenever you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, for he finds no pleasure in the stupid ones. What you vow, pay. 5 Better for you not to vow than to vow and not pay. 6 Do not allow your mouth to cause you* to sin, and do not say before the angel* that it was a mistake. Why make the true God indignant over what you say so that he has to destroy the work of your hands? 7 For just as many preoccupations lead to dreams, so, too, many words lead to futility. But fear the true God. 8 If you see any oppression of the poor and a violation of justice and righteousness in your district, do not be surprised about the matter. For that high official is being watched by one who is higher than he is, and there are others who are still higher than them. 9 Also, the profit of the land is divided among them all; even the king is served by the field. 10 A lover of silver will never be satisfied with silver, nor a lover of wealth with income. This too is futility. 11 When good things increase, those consuming them increase. And what advantage is it to the owner, except to look at them with his eyes? 12 Sweet is the sleep of the one serving, whether he eats little or much, but the plenty belonging to the rich one does not permit him to sleep. 13 There is a great tragedy* that I have seen under the sun: riches that were hoarded by their owner to his own harm. 14 Those riches were lost because of a disastrous venture,* and when he becomes a father to a son, he has nothing left in his possession. 15 Just as one came from his mother’s womb, naked he will go away, just as he came. And he cannot carry away anything for all his hard work. 16 This too is a great tragedy:* Exactly as he came, so he will go away; and what profit is there to the one who keeps working hard for the wind? 17 Also, every day he eats in darkness, with a great deal of frustration and sickness and anger. 18 This is what I have seen to be good and proper: that one should eat and drink and find enjoyment for all the hard work at which he toils under the sun during the few days of life that the true God has given him, for that is his reward.* 19 Also, when the true God gives a man riches and material possessions along with the ability to enjoy them, he should take his reward* and rejoice in his hard work. This is the gift of God. 20 For he will hardly notice* the passing days of his life, because the true God keeps him preoccupied with the rejoicing of his heart. 
6 There is another tragedy* that I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men: 2 The true God gives a man riches and material possessions and glory, so that he lacks nothing that he desires;* yet the true God does not enable him to enjoy them, although a stranger may enjoy them. This is futility and a severe affliction. 3 If a man should become a father a hundred times and live for many years and reach old age, yet he* does not enjoy his good things before he reaches the grave,* I must say that a stillborn child is better off than he is. 4 For this one came in vain and went away in darkness, and his name is shrouded in darkness. 5 Even though he never saw the sun or knew anything, he is still better off* than the former one. 6 What is the benefit of living a thousand years twice over but not experiencing enjoyment? Do not all go to the same place? 7 All the hard work of a man is to fill his mouth; yet his appetite* is never satisfied. 8 For what advantage does the wise one have over the stupid one, or of what benefit is it that the poor man knows how to survive?* 9 Better to enjoy what the eyes see than to wander after one’s desires.* This too is futility, a chasing after the wind. 10 Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what man is; and he is not able to dispute* with the one more powerful than he. 11 The more words,* the more futility; and what advantage do they bring to man? 12 Who knows what is best for a man to do in life during the few days of his futile life, which he spends like a shadow? For who can tell man what will happen under the sun after he is gone?

Or “assembler; convener.”
Or “vanity.”
Lit., “is standing.”
Or “shines forth.”
Or “returns panting.”
Or “winter streams; seasonal streams.”
Or “extreme foolishness.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “forest.”
Lit., “sons of the house.”
Or “property peculiar to.”
Or “a lady, yes, ladies.”
Lit., “that my eyes asked for.”
Or “rejoicing.”
Or “portion.”
Or “of advantage.”
Or “has his eyes open.”
Or “eventuality.”
Or “hand over everything.”
Or “calamity.”
Lit., “and the striving of his heart.”
Or “cause his soul to see good.”
Lit., “leap; skip about.”
Or “well-arranged; proper; appropriate.”
Or possibly, “what has passed away.”
Or “eventuality.”
Or “portion.”
Or “hard work.”
Lit., “and is eating his own flesh.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “greater benefit.”
Or “easily.”
Perhaps referring to the wise child.
Or “too many cares.”
Lit., “your flesh.”
Or “messenger.”
Or “calamity.”
Or “occupation.”
Or “calamity.”
Or “portion.”
Or “portion.”
Or “remember.”
Or “calamity.”
Or “lacks nothing for his soul.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “and even the grave has not become his.”
Lit., “has more rest.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “to walk in front of the living.”
Or “than the walking about of the soul.”
Or “plead his cause.”
Or possibly, “things.”











^ (Eccl. 7:1-12:14) A good name* is better than good oil, and the day of death is better than the day of birth. 2 Better to go to the house of mourning than to the house of feasting, for that is the end of every man, and the living should take it to heart. 3 Better is distress than laughter, for the sadness of the face makes the heart better. 4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of the stupid is in the house of rejoicing.* 5 Better to listen to a wise man’s rebuke than to listen to the song of fools. 6 For as the crackling of thorns burning under the pot, so is the laughter of the fool; and this too is futility. 7 But oppression can drive the wise one into madness, and a bribe corrupts the heart. 8 Better is the end of a matter than its beginning. Better to be patient than to be haughty in spirit. 9 Do not be quick* to take offense, for the taking of offense lodges in the bosom of fools.* 10 Do not say, “Why were the former days better than these?” for it is not out of wisdom that you ask this. 11 Wisdom together with an inheritance is a good thing and an advantage to those who see the light of day.* 12 For wisdom is a protection just as money is a protection, but the advantage of knowledge is this: Wisdom preserves the life of its owner. 13 Consider the work of the true God, for who can straighten out what he has made crooked? 14 On a good day, reflect this goodness, but on the day of adversity,* consider that God made the one as well as the other, so that men cannot be certain of* anything that will happen to them in the future. 15 During my futile life I have seen everything—from the righteous one who perishes in his righteousness to the wicked one who lives long despite his badness. 16 Do not be overly righteous, nor show yourself excessively wise. Why should you bring ruin to yourself? 17 Do not be excessively wicked, nor be foolish. Why should you die before your time? 18 It is best to grasp one warning without letting go of the other; for the one who fears God will heed them both. 19 Wisdom makes a wise man more powerful than ten strong men in a city. 20 For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins. 21 Also, do not take to heart every word that people say; otherwise, you may hear your servant calling down evil on* you; 22 for you well know in your heart that many times you yourself have called down evil on others. 23 All of this I tested with wisdom, and I said: “I will become wise.” But it was beyond me. 24 What has come to be is out of reach and exceedingly deep. Who can understand it? 25 I directed my heart to know and to explore and to search for wisdom and the reason behind things, and to understand the wickedness of stupidity and the folly of madness. 26 Then I discovered this: More bitter than death is the woman who is like a hunter’s net, whose heart is like dragnets, and whose hands are like prison chains. The one who pleases the true God will escape her, but the sinner is captured by her. 27 “See, this is what I found,” says the congregator. “I investigated one thing after another to reach my conclusion, 28 but what I* continually sought, I have not found. One man* out of a thousand I found, but a woman among them I have not found. 29 This alone I have found: The true God made mankind upright, but they have sought out many schemes.” 
8 Who is like the wise man? Who knows the solution to a problem?* A man’s wisdom lights up his face and softens his stern appearance. 2 I say: “Obey the king’s orders out of regard for the oath to God. 3 Do not rush to depart from his presence. Do not take a stand for anything bad; for he can do whatever he pleases, 4 because the word of the king is absolute; who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’” 5 The one who observes the commandment will not experience harm, and the wise heart will know the right time and procedure.* 6 For every matter there is a time and procedure,* because the troubles of mankind are so abundant. 7 Since no one knows what will happen, who can tell him how it will happen? 8 Just as no man has power over the spirit* or can restrain the spirit, so no one has power over the day of death. Just as no one is discharged during a war, so wickedness will not allow those who practice it to escape.* 9 All of this I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done under the sun, during the time that man has dominated man to his harm.* 10 And I saw the wicked being buried, those who used to go in and out of the holy place, but they were soon forgotten in the city where they acted that way. This too is futility. 11 Because sentence against a bad deed has not been executed speedily, the heart of men becomes emboldened to do bad. 12 Although a sinner may do bad a hundred times and still live a long time, yet I am aware that it will turn out well for those who fear the true God, because they fear him. 13 But it will not turn out well for the wicked one, nor will he prolong his days that are like a shadow, because he does not fear God. 14 There is something futile* that takes place on the earth: There are righteous people who are treated as if they had acted wickedly, and there are wicked people who are treated as if they had acted righteously. I say that this too is futility. 15 So I recommended rejoicing, because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice; this should accompany him as he works hard during the days of his life, which the true God gives him under the sun. 16 I applied my heart to acquire wisdom and to see all the activity* happening on the earth, even going without sleep day and night.* 17 Then I considered all the work of the true God, and I realized that mankind cannot comprehend what happens under the sun. No matter how hard men try, they cannot comprehend it. Even if they claim that they are wise enough to know, they cannot really comprehend it. 
9 So I took all of this to heart and concluded that the righteous and the wise, as well as their works, are in the hands of the true God. Men are not aware of the love and the hate that took place prior to them. 2 All have the very same outcome,* the righteous and the wicked, the good and the clean and the unclean, those sacrificing and those not sacrificing. The good one is the same as the sinner; the one who swears an oath is the same as the one who is cautious about swearing an oath. 3 This is a distressing thing that happens under the sun: Because all have the same outcome,* the heart of humans is also full of bad; and there is madness in their heart during their life, and then they die!* 4 There is hope for whoever is among the living, because a live dog is better off than a dead lion. 5 For the living know* that they will die, but the dead know nothing at all, nor do they have any more reward,* because all memory of them is forgotten. 6 Also, their love and their hate and their jealousy have already perished, and they no longer have any share in what is done under the sun. 7 Go, eat your food with rejoicing, and drink your wine with a cheerful heart, for already the true God has found pleasure in your works. 8 May your clothing always be white,* and do not fail to put oil on your head. 9 Enjoy life with your beloved wife all the days of your futile life, which He has given you under the sun, all the days of your futility, for that is your lot* in life and in your hard work at which you toil under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do with all your might, for there is no work nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom in the Grave,* where you are going. 11 I have seen something further under the sun, that the swift do not always win the race, nor do the mighty win the battle, nor do the wise always have the food, nor do the intelligent always have the riches, nor do those with knowledge always have success, because time and unexpected events* overtake them all. 12 For man does not know his time. Just as fish are caught in an evil net and birds are caught in a trap, so the sons of men are ensnared in a time of disaster,* when it suddenly overtakes them. 13 I also observed this about wisdom under the sun—and it impressed me: 14 There was a small city with a few men in it; and a mighty king came against it and surrounded it and built great siegeworks against it. 15 In it was found a poor but wise man, and he saved the city by his wisdom. But no one remembered that poor man. 16 And I said to myself: ‘Wisdom is better than mightiness; yet a poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heeded.’ 17 Better to heed the calm words of the wise than the shouts of the one ruling among fools. 18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but just one sinner can destroy much good. 
10 As dead flies cause the perfumer’s oil to stink and bubble, so a little foolishness outweighs wisdom and glory. 2 The heart of the wise one leads him in the right way,* but the heart of the stupid one leads him in the wrong way.* 3 In whatever way the fool walks, he is lacking good sense,* and he lets everyone know that he is a fool. 4 If the anger* of a ruler should flare up against you, do not leave your place, for calmness allays great sins. 5 There is something distressing that I have seen under the sun, the sort of mistake made by those in power: 6 Foolishness is put in many high positions, but the rich* remain in low positions. 7 I have seen servants on horseback but princes walking on foot just like servants. 8 The one who digs a pit may fall into it; and the one who breaks through a stone wall may be bitten by a snake. 9 The one who quarries stones may be hurt by them, and the one who splits logs may be endangered by them.* 10 If an iron tool is dull and one does not sharpen its edge, he will need to exert much effort. But wisdom helps to achieve success. 11 If the snake bites before it is charmed, there is no advantage to the skilled charmer.* 12 The words from the mouth of the wise one bring favor, but the lips of the stupid one are his ruin. 13 The first words out of his mouth are foolishness, and his last words are disastrous madness. 14 But the fool keeps on speaking. A man does not know what will happen; who can tell him what will come after him? 15 The hard work of the stupid one wears him out, for he does not even know how to find his way to the city. 16 How terrible for a land when the king is a boy and the princes start their feasting in the morning! 17 How happy for the land when the king is the son of nobles and the princes eat at the proper time for strength, not for drunkenness! 18 Because of extreme laziness the roof beams sag, and because of idle hands the house leaks. 19 Bread* is made for laughter, and wine makes life enjoyable; but money answers every need. 20 Even in your thoughts,* do not curse* the king, and do not curse the rich in your bedroom; for a bird* may convey the sound,* or a creature with wings may repeat what was said. 
11 Cast* your bread on the waters, for after many days you will find it again. 2 Give a share to seven or even to eight, for you do not know what disaster* will occur on the earth. 3 If the clouds are filled with water, they will pour down rain on the earth; and if a tree falls to the south or to the north, the place where the tree falls is where it will lie. 4 The one who watches the wind will not sow seed, and the one who looks at the clouds will not reap. 5 Just as you do not know how the spirit operates in the bones of the child inside* a pregnant woman, so you do not know the work of the true God, who does all things. 6 Sow your seed in the morning and do not let your hand rest until the evening; for you do not know which will have success, whether this one or that one, or whether they will both do well. 7 Light is sweet, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 8 For if a man should live many years, let him enjoy them all. But he should remember that the days of darkness may be many; all that is to come is futility. 9 Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things. 10 So remove troublesome things from your heart, and ward off harmful things from your body,* for youth and the prime of life are futility. 
12 Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street; 6 before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed. 7 Then the dust returns to the earth, just as it was, and the spirit* returns to the true God who gave it. 8 “The greatest futility!”* says the congregator. “Everything is futile.” 9 Not only had the congregator become wise but he continually taught the people what he knew, and he pondered and made a thorough search in order to compile* many proverbs. 10 The congregator sought to find delightful words and to record accurate words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are like oxgoads, and their collected sayings are like firmly embedded nails; they have been given from one shepherd. 12 As for anything besides these, my son, be warned: To the making of many books there is no end, and much devotion to them is wearisome to the flesh. 13 The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Or “amusement.”
Lit., “hurry in your spirit.”
Or possibly, “is the mark of a fool.”
That is, those alive.
Or “calamity.”
Or “discover.”
Lit., “cursing.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “upright man.”
Or “the interpretation of a matter?”
Or “judgment.”
Or “judgment.”
Or “breath; wind.”
Or possibly, “their wickedness cannot rescue the wicked.”
Or “injury; detriment.”
Or “frustrating.”
Or “occupation.”
Or possibly, “that people do not see sleep either by day or by night.”
Or “eventuality.”
Or “eventuality.”
Lit., “and after it—to the dead ones!”
Or “are conscious.”
Or “wages.”
That is, bright clothing reflecting a joyful mood, not clothing of mourning.
Or “portion.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “unforeseen occurrence.”
Or “calamity.”
Lit., “is at his right hand.”
Lit., “is at his left hand.”
Lit., “his heart is lacking.”
Lit., “spirit; breath.”
Or “the capable.”
Or possibly, “should be careful with them.”
Lit., “the master of the tongue.”
Or “Food.”
Or possibly, “on your bed.”
Or “call down evil upon.”
Lit., “flying creature of the heavens.”
Or “message.”
Or “Send out.”
Or “calamity.”
Lit., “bones in the womb of.”
Or “call you to account.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “the calamitous days.”
Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”
Or “life force.”
Or “vanity.”
Or “arrange in order.”


^ (Eccl. 10:12-11:10) The words from the mouth of the wise one bring favor, but the lips of the stupid one are his ruin. 13 The first words out of his mouth are foolishness, and his last words are disastrous madness. 14 But the fool keeps on speaking. A man does not know what will happen; who can tell him what will come after him? 15 The hard work of the stupid one wears him out, for he does not even know how to find his way to the city. 16 How terrible for a land when the king is a boy and the princes start their feasting in the morning! 17 How happy for the land when the king is the son of nobles and the princes eat at the proper time for strength, not for drunkenness! 18 Because of extreme laziness the roof beams sag, and because of idle hands the house leaks. 19 Bread* is made for laughter, and wine makes life enjoyable; but money answers every need. 20 Even in your thoughts,* do not curse* the king, and do not curse the rich in your bedroom; for a bird* may convey the sound,* or a creature with wings may repeat what was said. 
11 Cast* your bread on the waters, for after many days you will find it again. 2 Give a share to seven or even to eight, for you do not know what disaster* will occur on the earth. 3 If the clouds are filled with water, they will pour down rain on the earth; and if a tree falls to the south or to the north, the place where the tree falls is where it will lie. 4 The one who watches the wind will not sow seed, and the one who looks at the clouds will not reap. 5 Just as you do not know how the spirit operates in the bones of the child inside* a pregnant woman, so you do not know the work of the true God, who does all things. 6 Sow your seed in the morning and do not let your hand rest until the evening; for you do not know which will have success, whether this one or that one, or whether they will both do well. 7 Light is sweet, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 8 For if a man should live many years, let him enjoy them all. But he should remember that the days of darkness may be many; all that is to come is futility. 9 Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things. 10 So remove troublesome things from your heart, and ward off harmful things from your body,* for youth and the prime of life are futility.

Or “Food.”
Or possibly, “on your bed.”
Or “call down evil upon.”
Lit., “flying creature of the heavens.”
Or “message.”
Or “Send out.”
Or “calamity.”
Lit., “bones in the womb of.”
Or “call you to account.”
Lit., “flesh.”





^ ***sn song 41 Worship Jehovah During Youth***


Song 41

Worship Jehovah During Youth


(Ecclesiastes 12:1)


1. Precious to God are you daughters and sons;

Great his affection for you, our dear ones.

Loving attention to you he extends

Through us, your parents, your fam’ly, and friends.

2. Honor your parents who care for your life,

Giving no cause for contention or strife.

If you gain favor with God and with men,

Days of your youth will be happiest then.

3. Always remember your God in your youth;

Grow ever stronger in love of the truth.

By your devotion to God you will bring

Joy to the heart of Jehovah, our King.



(See also Ps. 71:17; Lam. 3:27; Eph. 6:1-3.)





^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Ps. 71:17) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works.



^ (Lam. 3:27) Good it is for a man to carry the yoke during his youth.



^ (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”








^ ***w14 1/15 p. 18 Making Wise Choices During Youth***


YOUR MOST IMPORTANT CHOICE

 3. What is the most important choice you can make in life, and when can you make it?

3 Youth is a time for making important choices. But one choice is more important than all others—your decision to serve Jehovah. When is the best time to make that choice? Jehovah says: “Remember . . . your Grand Creator in the days of your youth.” (Eccl. 12:1) The only acceptable way to “remember” Jehovah is to serve him fully. (Deut. 10:12) Your decision to serve God with all your heart is the most important choice you will ever make. It will shape your entire future.—Ps. 71:5.





^ par. 3 (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ par. 3 (Deut. 10:12) “Now, O Israel, what is Jehovah your God asking of you? Only this: to fear Jehovah your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul,*

See Glossary.


^ par. 3 (Ps. 71:5) For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.

Or “You are my confidence.”








^ ***w14 1/15 p. 22 Serving Jehovah Before the Days of Distress Come***

	How have some Christians started serving God in new ways later in life?










1, 2. (a) What counsel was Solomon inspired to write to young people? (b) Why is Solomon’s counsel also of interest to Christians in their 50’s and older?

KING SOLOMON was inspired to address young people with the words: “Remember . . . your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress come.” What are “the days of distress”? Solomon used intriguing poetic language to describe the calamitous days of old age—trembling hands, unsteady legs, loss of teeth, dim vision, poor hearing, white hair, and a bent frame. No one should plan on waiting until he arrives at that stage in life before starting to serve Jehovah.—Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-5.





^ par. 1 (Eccl. 12:1-5) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street;

Or “the calamitous days.”
Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”








^ ***w08 11/15 p. 23 Maintain a Scriptural View of Health Care***

2, 3. (a) How is old age depicted in the book of Ecclesiastes? (b) Who is responsible for Adamic death, and how will its effects be undone?

2 Ecclesiastes chapter 12 paints a vivid picture of “the calamitous days” that accompany old age in the case of imperfect humans. (Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-7.) White hair is compared to the blossom of “the almond tree.” Legs are likened to “men of vital energy” that now bend and totter. Ladies who go to a window in search of light and find only darkness are a fitting illustration of dimming eyesight. Since some teeth are missing, “the grinding women have quit working because they have become few.”



^ par. 2 (Eccl. 12:1-14) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street; 6 before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed. 7 Then the dust returns to the earth, just as it was, and the spirit* returns to the true God who gave it. 8 “The greatest futility!”* says the congregator. “Everything is futile.” 9 Not only had the congregator become wise but he continually taught the people what he knew, and he pondered and made a thorough search in order to compile* many proverbs. 10 The congregator sought to find delightful words and to record accurate words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are like oxgoads, and their collected sayings are like firmly embedded nails; they have been given from one shepherd. 12 As for anything besides these, my son, be warned: To the making of many books there is no end, and much devotion to them is wearisome to the flesh. 13 The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.

Or “the calamitous days.”
Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”
Or “life force.”
Or “vanity.”
Or “arrange in order.”


^ par. 2 (Eccl. 12:1-7) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street; 6 before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed. 7 Then the dust returns to the earth, just as it was, and the spirit* returns to the true God who gave it.

Or “the calamitous days.”
Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”
Or “life force.”








^ ***w06 11/1 p. 16 par. 9 Highlights From the Book of Ecclesiastes***

11:9; 12:1-7. Young people are accountable to Jehovah. Therefore, they should use their time and energy in God’s service before old age robs them of their vigor.



^ par. 9 (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ par. 9 (Eccl. 12:1-7) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street; 6 before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed. 7 Then the dust returns to the earth, just as it was, and the spirit* returns to the true God who gave it.

Or “the calamitous days.”
Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”
Or “life force.”








^ ***w11 11/1 p. 21 pars. 1-6 Fulfilling Our Obligation to God***

HAVE you ever wondered, ‘What is the purpose of life?’ Jehovah endowed us with not only the capacity to ask such a question but also the deep, inner need to know the answer. Thankfully, our loving God has not left us in the dark. The answer we yearn for is in his Word, the Bible. Consider the words of King Solomon found at Ecclesiastes 12:13.

Solomon was in a unique position. He could well comment on how to find happiness and meaning in life. Blessed with extraordinary wisdom, enormous wealth, and kingly authority, he was able to make a careful search of human pursuits, including the quest for riches and prominence. (Ecclesiastes 2:4-9; 4:4) Then, under divine inspiration, he summed up his findings, saying: “The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments. For this is the whole obligation of man.” Those words outline the most rewarding and noble human endeavor.

“Fear the true God.” The idea of fearing God might not seem appealing at first. But this fear is a healthy disposition of heart. We might think not of a slave who is terrified of enraging a harsh master but of a child who is eager to please a loving father. One reference work says that fear of God is the “attitude of reverence and awe that His people show to Him because they love Him and respect His power and His greatness.” Such an attitude moves us to submit to God’s will because we love him and we know that he loves us. This wholesome fear is not just a feeling; it is manifested by actions. How so?

“Keep his commandments.” Fear of God moves us to obey him. It makes sense to give Jehovah our obedience. As our Maker, he knows the best way for us to live, just as a manufacturer knows the best way to use its product. In addition, Jehovah has our best interests at heart. He wants us to be happy, and his requirements are designed to promote our well-being. (Isaiah 48:17) The apostle John put it this way: “This is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome.” (1 John 5:3) Our obedience demonstrates our love for God, and his commandments reflect his love for us.

“This is the whole obligation of man.” These words highlight an important reason to fear God and obey him. Doing so is our obligation, our duty. Jehovah is our Creator, so we owe our very life to him. (Psalm 36:9) We also owe him our obedience. When we live as he wants us to live, we are fulfilling our obligation.

What, then, is the purpose of life? Put simply, it is this: We are here to do God’s will. There is no better way to fill your life with meaning. Why not find out more about Jehovah’s will and how you can bring your life into harmony with it? Jehovah’s Witnesses would be pleased to assist you.



^ par. 1 (Eccl. 12:13) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man.



^ par. 2 (Eccl. 2:4-9) I undertook great works. I built houses for myself; I planted vineyards for myself. 5 I made gardens and parks for myself, and I planted in them all sorts of fruit trees. 6 I made pools of water for myself, to irrigate a grove* of flourishing trees. 7 I acquired male and female servants, and I had servants born in my household.* I also acquired much livestock—cattle and flocks—more than any of my predecessors in Jerusalem. 8 I accumulated silver and gold for myself, the treasures of* kings and of provinces. I gathered male and female singers for myself, as well as what brings great pleasure to the sons of men—a woman, yes, many women.* 9 So I grew great and surpassed anyone prior to me in Jerusalem. And my wisdom remained with me.

Or “forest.”
Lit., “sons of the house.”
Or “property peculiar to.”
Or “a lady, yes, ladies.”


^ par. 2 (Eccl. 4:4) And I have seen how much effort* and skillful work spring from rivalry between people; this too is futility, a chasing after the wind.

Or “hard work.”


^ par. 4 (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ par. 4 (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^ par. 5 (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.









^ ***w06 11/1 p. 16 par. 5 Highlights From the Book of Ecclesiastes***

10:1. We must be careful about our speech and actions. Just one indiscretion, such as an angry outburst, one act of the misuse of alcohol, or an incident involving unchaste sexual behavior, is enough to ruin the good reputation of a respected person.



^ par. 5 (Eccl. 10:1) As dead flies cause the perfumer’s oil to stink and bubble, so a little foolishness outweighs wisdom and glory.









^ ***w06 11/1 p. 16 par. 7 Highlights From the Book of Ecclesiastes***

11:1, 2. We should practice wholehearted generosity. It begets generosity.—Luke 6:38.



^ par. 7 (Eccl. 11:1, 2) Cast* your bread on the waters, for after many days you will find it again. 2 Give a share to seven or even to eight, for you do not know what disaster* will occur on the earth.

Or “Send out.”
Or “calamity.”


^ par. 7 (Luke 6:38) Practice giving, and people will give to you. They will pour into your laps a fine measure, pressed down, shaken together, and overflowing. For with the measure that you are measuring out, they will measure out to you in return.”









^ ***bh pp. 25-26 The Bible—A Book From God***


“THE WORD OF GOD IS ALIVE”

18. What powerful statement does the Christian apostle Paul make about “the word of God”?

18 From what we have considered in this chapter, it is clear that the Bible is truly a unique book. Yet, its value extends far beyond its internal harmony, scientific and historical accuracy, practical wisdom, and reliable prophecy. The Christian apostle Paul wrote: “The word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul and spirit, and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.”—Hebrews 4:12.

19, 20. (a) How can the Bible help you to examine yourself? (b) How can you show your gratitude for God’s unique gift, the Bible?

19 Reading God’s “word,” or message, in the Bible can change our life. It can help us to examine ourselves as never before. We may claim to love God, but how we react to what his inspired Word, the Bible, teaches will reveal our true thoughts, even the very intentions of the heart.

20 The Bible truly is a book from God. It is a book that is to be read, studied, and loved. Show your gratitude for this divine gift by continuing to peer into its contents. As you do so, you will gain a deep appreciation of God’s purpose for mankind. Just what that purpose is and how it will be realized will be discussed in the following chapter.





^ par. 18 (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul* and spirit,* and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.

See Glossary.
See Glossary.








^ ***sn song 95 “Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”***


Song 95

“Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”


(Psalm 34:8)


1. Our service to God we cherish;

We value our priv’lege to preach.

We buy out the time and give God our best,

For many we still need to reach.

(CHORUS)

God’s Word invites us: ‘Come taste and see—

See that Jehovah is good.’

Godly devotion brings greatest gain,

We know we’ve done all we could.



2. For those in the full-time service,

Rich blessings and treasures abound.

By trusting in God to care for their needs,

In all things contentment is found.

(CHORUS)

God’s Word invites us: ‘Come taste and see—

See that Jehovah is good.’

Godly devotion brings greatest gain,

We know we’ve done all we could.





(See also Mark 14:8; Luke 21:2; 1 Tim. 1:12; 6:6.)





^ (Ps. 34:8) Taste and see that Jehovah is good; Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.



^ (Mark 14:8) She did what she could; she poured perfumed oil on my body beforehand, in view of the burial.



^ (Luke 21:2) Then he saw a needy widow drop in two small coins of very little value,*

Lit., “two lepta.” See App. B14.


^ (1 Tim. 1:12) I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who imparted power to me, because he considered me faithful by assigning me to a ministry,



^ (1 Tim. 6:6) To be sure, there is great gain in godly devotion along with contentment.*

Lit., “along with self-sufficiency.”








^ ***kr pp. 42-45 Jehovah Exalts His Name***


Prepared to Bear and Exalt God’s Name

7, 8. (a) Why did it take time before God’s people could bear his name? (b) What will we now consider?

7 God’s servants in modern times have used God’s name in their publications since the 1870’s. For instance, Zion’s Watch Tower of August 1879 and Songs of the Bride, a songbook published that same year, mention the name Jehovah. Still, it seems that before Jehovah allowed his people to call themselves publicly by his sacred name, he saw to it that they met the requirements for that grand privilege. How did Jehovah prepare those early Bible Students to become bearers of his name?

8 In looking back at the late 1800’s and early 1900’s, we see how Jehovah gave his people a clearer understanding of important truths related to his name. Let us consider three of these truths.

9, 10. (a) Why did early Watch Tower articles focus on Jesus? (b) What change occurred from 1919 onward, and with what results? (See also the box “How The Watchtower Has Exalted God’s Name.”)

9 First, Jehovah’s servants came to have the proper view of the importance of God’s name. Faithful early Bible Students viewed the ransom arrangement as the Bible’s main teaching. That explains why the Watch Tower often focused on Jesus. For example, in its first year of publication, the magazine mentioned the name Jesus ten times more than the name Jehovah. Regarding the Bible Students’ early years, The Watchtower of March 15, 1976, noted that they gave “overbalanced importance” to Jesus. In time, though, Jehovah helped them to discern the prominence that the Bible gives to God’s personal name. How did that affect the Bible Students? Especially from 1919 onward, says the same Watchtower article, “they began showing more appreciation for Messiah’s heavenly Father, Jehovah.” In fact, during the decade following 1919, The Watch Tower mentioned God’s name over 6,500 times!

10 By giving the name Jehovah proper recognition, our brothers showed their love for God’s name. Like Moses of old, they set out to “declare the name of Jehovah.” (Deut. 32:3; Ps. 34:3) In turn, as promised in the Scriptures, Jehovah took note of their love for his name and showed them favor.—Ps. 119:132; Heb. 6:10.

11, 12. (a) In what way did our publications change soon after 1919? (b) To what was Jehovah drawing the attention of his servants, and why?

11 Second, true Christians acquired the right understanding of the work assigned by God. Shortly after 1919, the anointed brothers taking the lead were moved to examine the prophecy of Isaiah. Thereafter, the contents of our publications underwent a change in focus. Why did that adjustment prove to be “food at the proper time”?—Matt. 24:45.

12 Before 1919, The Watch Tower had never discussed in any detail Isaiah’s statement: “‘You are my witnesses,’ declares Jehovah, ‘yes, my servant whom I have chosen.’” (Read Isaiah 43:10-12.) But soon after 1919, our publications began to pay attention to that Bible passage, encouraging all anointed ones to share in the work Jehovah had assigned to them—that of witnessing about him. In fact, from 1925 to 1931 alone, Isaiah chapter 43 was considered in 57 different issues of The Watch Tower, and each issue applied Isaiah’s words to true Christians. Clearly, during those years, Jehovah was drawing the attention of his servants to the work they had to do. Why so? In a way, so that they could be “tested as to fitness first.” (1 Tim. 3:10) Before they could rightly bear God’s name, the Bible Students had to prove to Jehovah by their works that they truly were his witnesses.—Luke 24:47, 48.

THE MEANING OF GOD’S NAME


THE name Jehovah comes from a Hebrew verb that means “to become.” Some scholars feel that in this instance the verb is used in its causative form. God’s name is thus understood by many to mean “He Causes to Become.” This definition well fits Jehovah’s role as the Creator. He caused the universe and intelligent beings to come into existence and continues to cause his will and purpose to become a reality.

How, then, should we understand Jehovah’s answer to Moses’ question recorded at Exodus 3:13, 14? Moses asked: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” Jehovah answered: “I Will Become What I Choose to Become.”

Note that Moses was not asking Jehovah to reveal his name. Moses and the Israelites already knew God’s name well. Moses wanted Jehovah to reveal something faith-strengthening about the kind of God he is, something that may also be reflected in the meaning of his name. Hence, by responding, “I Will Become What I Choose to Become,” Jehovah was revealing a thrilling aspect of his own nature: In each situation, he becomes whatever is necessary to fulfill his purpose. For example, for Moses and the Israelites, Jehovah became a Rescuer, a Lawgiver, a Provider—and much more. Thus, Jehovah himself chooses to become whatever is necessary to fulfill his promises to his people. However, while the name Jehovah may include this idea, it is not limited to what he himself chooses to become. It also includes what he causes his creation to become in the accomplishment of his purpose.*



^ par. 60 See appendix A4 in the revised New World Translation.






HOW THE WATCHTOWER HAS EXALTED GOD’S NAME


Throughout the years, the front cover of the Watchtower magazine gave more and more importance to the name Jehovah. Note some of the adjustments that occurred on the magazine’s cover.

	Zion’s Watch Tower, July 1879

From the outset, the magazine used God’s name. The second issue stated: “‘Zion’s Watch Tower’ has, we believe, JEHOVAH for its backer.”



	The Watchtower, October 15, 1931

The name Jehovah and the scripture Isaiah 43:12 became part of the cover.



	The Watchtower, January 1, 1939

The name Jehovah appeared in two places on the cover, together with Isaiah 43:12 and Ezekiel 35:15.



	The Watchtower, March 1, 1939

The name Jehovah appeared on the cover in three places; also starting with this issue, the full title of the magazine became The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom.





In addition, starting in the late 1920’s and continuing for over 20 years, the first paragraph of the first article in each issue of The Watchtower contained the name Jehovah. What a fine reminder for God’s people to exalt God’s name!





13. How does God’s Word reveal the most important issue to be settled?

13 Third, Jehovah’s people came to appreciate the importance of the sanctification of God’s name. During the 1920’s, they discerned that the sanctification of God’s name is the most important issue to be settled. How does God’s Word reveal that weighty truth? Consider two examples. What was the principal reason why God rescued Israel from Egypt? Jehovah stated: “To have my name declared in all the earth.” (Ex. 9:16) And why did Jehovah show mercy to Israel when they rebelled against him? Again, Jehovah said: “I acted for the sake of my name so that it would not be profaned before the nations.” (Ezek. 20:8-10) What did the Bible Students learn from those and other Bible accounts?

14. (a) By the late 1920’s, what did God’s people discern? (b) What effect did the deeper understanding acquired by the Bible Students have on the preaching work? (See also the box “A Powerful Reason to Preach.”)

14 By the late 1920’s, God’s people discerned the significance of what Isaiah had stated some 2,700 years earlier. Regarding Jehovah he said: “This is how you led your people, to make a majestic name for yourself.” (Isa. 63:14) The Bible Students understood that the primary issue was, not personal salvation, but the sanctifying of God’s name. (Isa. 37:20; Ezek. 38:23) In 1929, the book Prophecy summed up that truth, stating: “Jehovah’s name is the most vital issue before all creation.” This adjusted understanding further motivated God’s servants to witness about Jehovah and to clear his name of slander.

15. (a) By the 1930’s, what had our brothers acquired? (b) What time had come?

15 By the dawn of the 1930’s, our brothers had acquired a proper view of the importance of God’s name, a clearer understanding of the work God had assigned them to do, and a deeper insight into the main issue to be settled. Now, Jehovah’s time had come to give his servants the honor of publicly bearing his name. To see how that came about, let us consider some past events.

A POWERFUL REASON TO PREACH


HOW did having a clearer understanding of the issue involving the sanctification of God’s name affect the Bible Students’ view of the preaching work? In 1930, The Watch Tower stated: “When this truth [about the sanctification of God’s name] becomes thoroughly entrenched in the mind of the Christian he begins to realize what a marvelous privilege is his to be a witness to the word and name of Jehovah God.” Indeed, understanding that the sanctification of God’s name was the main issue gave our brothers and sisters a powerful reason to preach. (Ps. 8:1) Take Helen Borchert as an example. She started pioneering on April 1, 1930, and remained a faithful Witness until she finished her earthly course in July 2003 at the age of 96. What moved her to keep on preaching for decades? Many years later she said: “From that day until this moment, my most urgent desire has been . . . to clear from slander the name and Word of Jehovah God.” For us today, having a share in sanctifying God’s name is still a powerful reason to preach.









^ par. 10 (Deut. 32:3) For I will declare the name of Jehovah. Tell about the greatness of our God!



^ par. 10 (Ps. 34:3) Magnify Jehovah along with me; Let us exalt his name together.



^ par. 10 (Ps. 119:132) Turn to me and show me favor, In keeping with your judgment toward those loving your name.



^ par. 10 (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ par. 11 (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet* slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?

Or “wise.”


^ par. 12 (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ par. 12 (Isa. 43:1-28) Now this is what Jehovah says, Your Creator, O Jacob, the One who formed you, O Israel: “Do not be afraid, for I have repurchased you. I have called you by your name. You belong to me.  2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, And through the rivers, they will not flood over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame singe you.  3 For I am Jehovah your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I have given Egypt as a ransom for you, E·thi·oʹpi·a and Seʹba in exchange for you.  4 For you became precious in my eyes, You were honored, and I have loved you. So I will give people in place of you And nations in exchange for your life.*  5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you. I will bring your offspring* from the east And gather you together from the west.  6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ And to the south, ‘Do not hold them back. Bring my sons from afar, and my daughters from the ends of the earth,  7 Everyone who is called by my name And whom I created for my own glory, Whom I have formed and made.’  8 Bring out a people who are blind, though they have eyes, And who are deaf, though they have ears.  9 Let all the nations assemble in one place, And let the peoples be gathered together. Who among them can tell this? Or can they cause us to hear the first things?* Let them present their witnesses to prove themselves right, Or let them hear and say, ‘It is the truth!’” 10 “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God. 13 Also, I am always the same One; And no one can snatch anything out of my hand. When I act, who can prevent it?” 14 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “For your sakes I will send to Babylon and bring down all the bars of the gates, And the Chal·deʹans, in their ships, will cry out in distress. 15 I am Jehovah, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.” 16 This is what Jehovah says, The One making a way through the sea And a path even through turbulent waters, 17 The One who draws out the war chariot and the horse, The army together with the mighty warriors: “They will lie down and not get up. They will be extinguished, snuffed out like a burning wick.” 18 “Do not remember the former things, And do not dwell on the past. 19 Look! I am doing something new; Even now it is springing up. Do you not recognize it? I will make a way through the wilderness And rivers through the desert. 20 The wild beast of the field will honor me, The jackals and the ostriches, For I provide water in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert, For my people, my chosen one, to drink, 21 The people whom I formed for myself So that they might declare my praise. 22 But you have not called on me, O Jacob, Because you grew weary of me, O Israel. 23 You have not brought me sheep for your whole burnt offerings Or glorified me with your sacrifices. I have not compelled you to bring me a gift, Nor have I made you weary by demanding frankincense. 24 You did not buy me sweet cane* with your money, And with the fat of your sacrifices you did not satisfy me. Instead, you have burdened me with your sins And made me weary with your errors. 25 I, I am the One who is blotting out your transgressions* for my own sake, And I will not remember your sins. 26 Remind me; let us bring our case against each other; Tell your side of it to prove you are in the right. 27 Your first forefather sinned, And your own spokesmen* have rebelled against me. 28 So I will profane the princes of the holy place, And I will give Jacob over to destruction And subject Israel to insulting words.

Or “soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Possibly referring to the first things to come in the future.
Or “and trust me.”
An aromatic reed.
Or “rebellious acts.”
Possibly referring to teachers of the Law.


^ par. 12 (1 Tim. 3:10) Also, let these be tested as to fitness* first; then let them serve as ministers, as they are free from accusation.

Or “tested as to whether they qualify.”


^ par. 12 (Luke 24:47, 48) and on the basis of his name, repentance for forgiveness of sins would be preached in all the nations—starting out from Jerusalem. 48 You are to be witnesses of these things.



^ (Ex. 3:13, 14) But Moses said to the true God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to them?” 14 So God said to Moses: “I Will Become What I Choose* to Become.”* And he added: “This is what you are to say to the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to you.’”

Or “Want.”
Or “I Will Prove to Be What I Will Prove to Be.” See App. A4.


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ (Ezek. 35:15) Just as you rejoiced when the inheritance of the house of Israel was laid desolate, that is how I will deal with you. You will become a desolate ruin, O mountainous region of Seʹir, yes, all of Eʹdom; and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’”



^ par. 13 (Ex. 9:16) But for this very reason I have kept you in existence: to show you my power and to have my name declared in all the earth.



^ par. 13 (Ezek. 20:8-10) “‘“But they rebelled against me and were not willing to listen to me. They did not throw away the detestable things that were before them, and they would not abandon the disgusting idols of Egypt. So I promised to pour out my rage on them and to unleash my anger fully against them in the land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake of my name so that it would not be profaned before the nations among whom they were living. For I made myself known to them* before these nations when I brought them* out of the land of Egypt. 10 So I brought them out of the land of Egypt and led them into the wilderness.

That is, Israel.
That is, Israel.


^ par. 14 (Isa. 63:14) Just like livestock when they go down into the valley plain, The spirit of Jehovah made them rest.” This is how you led your people, To make a majestic* name for yourself.

Or “beautiful.”


^ par. 14 (Isa. 37:20) But now, O Jehovah our God, save us out of his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are God, O Jehovah.”



^ par. 14 (Ezek. 38:23) And I will certainly magnify myself and sanctify myself and make myself known before the eyes of many nations; and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’



^ (Ps. 8:1) O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth; You have set your splendor even higher than the heavens!*

Or possibly, “You whose splendor is recounted above the heavens!”








^ ***kr p. 44 Jehovah Exalts His Name***

HOW THE WATCHTOWER HAS EXALTED GOD’S NAME


Throughout the years, the front cover of the Watchtower magazine gave more and more importance to the name Jehovah. Note some of the adjustments that occurred on the magazine’s cover.

	Zion’s Watch Tower, July 1879

From the outset, the magazine used God’s name. The second issue stated: “‘Zion’s Watch Tower’ has, we believe, JEHOVAH for its backer.”



	The Watchtower, October 15, 1931

The name Jehovah and the scripture Isaiah 43:12 became part of the cover.



	The Watchtower, January 1, 1939

The name Jehovah appeared in two places on the cover, together with Isaiah 43:12 and Ezekiel 35:15.



	The Watchtower, March 1, 1939

The name Jehovah appeared on the cover in three places; also starting with this issue, the full title of the magazine became The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom.





In addition, starting in the late 1920’s and continuing for over 20 years, the first paragraph of the first article in each issue of The Watchtower contained the name Jehovah. What a fine reminder for God’s people to exalt God’s name!







^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ (Ezek. 35:15) Just as you rejoiced when the inheritance of the house of Israel was laid desolate, that is how I will deal with you. You will become a desolate ruin, O mountainous region of Seʹir, yes, all of Eʹdom; and they will have to know that I am Jehovah.’”









^ ***kr p. 46 Jehovah Exalts His Name***

A POWERFUL REASON TO PREACH


HOW did having a clearer understanding of the issue involving the sanctification of God’s name affect the Bible Students’ view of the preaching work? In 1930, The Watch Tower stated: “When this truth [about the sanctification of God’s name] becomes thoroughly entrenched in the mind of the Christian he begins to realize what a marvelous privilege is his to be a witness to the word and name of Jehovah God.” Indeed, understanding that the sanctification of God’s name was the main issue gave our brothers and sisters a powerful reason to preach. (Ps. 8:1) Take Helen Borchert as an example. She started pioneering on April 1, 1930, and remained a faithful Witness until she finished her earthly course in July 2003 at the age of 96. What moved her to keep on preaching for decades? Many years later she said: “From that day until this moment, my most urgent desire has been . . . to clear from slander the name and Word of Jehovah God.” For us today, having a share in sanctifying God’s name is still a powerful reason to preach.







^ (Ps. 8:1) O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic your name is throughout the earth; You have set your splendor even higher than the heavens!*

Or possibly, “You whose splendor is recounted above the heavens!”








^ ***snnw song 148 You Gave Your Only-Begotten Son***


Song 148

You Gave Your Only-Begotten Son


Download:

	  Lyrics Only



	  Lead Sheet





(John 15:13)


	             Jehovah, dear Father,

There seemed no hope for us.

The ransom has given

Hope to ev’ryone!

We give our lives to you,

Our best in all we do.

And we’ll tell others too,

That your will might be done.

(CHORUS)

You gave your only Son,

And now we sing as one,

A song we’ll sing forever,

for giving us your only Son.





	             Your kindness, your mercy,

They draw us close to you.

Your great name, your friendship,

These we’ve come to love.

But something more than this

Is your most precious gift.

He died that we might live.

You sent him from above.

(CHORUS)

You gave your only Son,

And now we sing as one,

A song we’ll sing forever,

for giving us your only Son.



(ENDING)

Jehovah, dear Father, we pray in gratitude.

We offer our thanks, for giving us your only Son.







(See also John 3:16; 1 John 4:9.)





^ (John 15:13) No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life* in behalf of his friends.

Or “soul.”


^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (1 John 4:9) By this the love of God was revealed in our case, that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we might gain life through him.















^ (Eccl. 7:1-12:14) A good name* is better than good oil, and the day of death is better than the day of birth. 2 Better to go to the house of mourning than to the house of feasting, for that is the end of every man, and the living should take it to heart. 3 Better is distress than laughter, for the sadness of the face makes the heart better. 4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of the stupid is in the house of rejoicing.* 5 Better to listen to a wise man’s rebuke than to listen to the song of fools. 6 For as the crackling of thorns burning under the pot, so is the laughter of the fool; and this too is futility. 7 But oppression can drive the wise one into madness, and a bribe corrupts the heart. 8 Better is the end of a matter than its beginning. Better to be patient than to be haughty in spirit. 9 Do not be quick* to take offense, for the taking of offense lodges in the bosom of fools.* 10 Do not say, “Why were the former days better than these?” for it is not out of wisdom that you ask this. 11 Wisdom together with an inheritance is a good thing and an advantage to those who see the light of day.* 12 For wisdom is a protection just as money is a protection, but the advantage of knowledge is this: Wisdom preserves the life of its owner. 13 Consider the work of the true God, for who can straighten out what he has made crooked? 14 On a good day, reflect this goodness, but on the day of adversity,* consider that God made the one as well as the other, so that men cannot be certain of* anything that will happen to them in the future. 15 During my futile life I have seen everything—from the righteous one who perishes in his righteousness to the wicked one who lives long despite his badness. 16 Do not be overly righteous, nor show yourself excessively wise. Why should you bring ruin to yourself? 17 Do not be excessively wicked, nor be foolish. Why should you die before your time? 18 It is best to grasp one warning without letting go of the other; for the one who fears God will heed them both. 19 Wisdom makes a wise man more powerful than ten strong men in a city. 20 For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins. 21 Also, do not take to heart every word that people say; otherwise, you may hear your servant calling down evil on* you; 22 for you well know in your heart that many times you yourself have called down evil on others. 23 All of this I tested with wisdom, and I said: “I will become wise.” But it was beyond me. 24 What has come to be is out of reach and exceedingly deep. Who can understand it? 25 I directed my heart to know and to explore and to search for wisdom and the reason behind things, and to understand the wickedness of stupidity and the folly of madness. 26 Then I discovered this: More bitter than death is the woman who is like a hunter’s net, whose heart is like dragnets, and whose hands are like prison chains. The one who pleases the true God will escape her, but the sinner is captured by her. 27 “See, this is what I found,” says the congregator. “I investigated one thing after another to reach my conclusion, 28 but what I* continually sought, I have not found. One man* out of a thousand I found, but a woman among them I have not found. 29 This alone I have found: The true God made mankind upright, but they have sought out many schemes.” 
8 Who is like the wise man? Who knows the solution to a problem?* A man’s wisdom lights up his face and softens his stern appearance. 2 I say: “Obey the king’s orders out of regard for the oath to God. 3 Do not rush to depart from his presence. Do not take a stand for anything bad; for he can do whatever he pleases, 4 because the word of the king is absolute; who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’” 5 The one who observes the commandment will not experience harm, and the wise heart will know the right time and procedure.* 6 For every matter there is a time and procedure,* because the troubles of mankind are so abundant. 7 Since no one knows what will happen, who can tell him how it will happen? 8 Just as no man has power over the spirit* or can restrain the spirit, so no one has power over the day of death. Just as no one is discharged during a war, so wickedness will not allow those who practice it to escape.* 9 All of this I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done under the sun, during the time that man has dominated man to his harm.* 10 And I saw the wicked being buried, those who used to go in and out of the holy place, but they were soon forgotten in the city where they acted that way. This too is futility. 11 Because sentence against a bad deed has not been executed speedily, the heart of men becomes emboldened to do bad. 12 Although a sinner may do bad a hundred times and still live a long time, yet I am aware that it will turn out well for those who fear the true God, because they fear him. 13 But it will not turn out well for the wicked one, nor will he prolong his days that are like a shadow, because he does not fear God. 14 There is something futile* that takes place on the earth: There are righteous people who are treated as if they had acted wickedly, and there are wicked people who are treated as if they had acted righteously. I say that this too is futility. 15 So I recommended rejoicing, because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice; this should accompany him as he works hard during the days of his life, which the true God gives him under the sun. 16 I applied my heart to acquire wisdom and to see all the activity* happening on the earth, even going without sleep day and night.* 17 Then I considered all the work of the true God, and I realized that mankind cannot comprehend what happens under the sun. No matter how hard men try, they cannot comprehend it. Even if they claim that they are wise enough to know, they cannot really comprehend it. 
9 So I took all of this to heart and concluded that the righteous and the wise, as well as their works, are in the hands of the true God. Men are not aware of the love and the hate that took place prior to them. 2 All have the very same outcome,* the righteous and the wicked, the good and the clean and the unclean, those sacrificing and those not sacrificing. The good one is the same as the sinner; the one who swears an oath is the same as the one who is cautious about swearing an oath. 3 This is a distressing thing that happens under the sun: Because all have the same outcome,* the heart of humans is also full of bad; and there is madness in their heart during their life, and then they die!* 4 There is hope for whoever is among the living, because a live dog is better off than a dead lion. 5 For the living know* that they will die, but the dead know nothing at all, nor do they have any more reward,* because all memory of them is forgotten. 6 Also, their love and their hate and their jealousy have already perished, and they no longer have any share in what is done under the sun. 7 Go, eat your food with rejoicing, and drink your wine with a cheerful heart, for already the true God has found pleasure in your works. 8 May your clothing always be white,* and do not fail to put oil on your head. 9 Enjoy life with your beloved wife all the days of your futile life, which He has given you under the sun, all the days of your futility, for that is your lot* in life and in your hard work at which you toil under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do with all your might, for there is no work nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom in the Grave,* where you are going. 11 I have seen something further under the sun, that the swift do not always win the race, nor do the mighty win the battle, nor do the wise always have the food, nor do the intelligent always have the riches, nor do those with knowledge always have success, because time and unexpected events* overtake them all. 12 For man does not know his time. Just as fish are caught in an evil net and birds are caught in a trap, so the sons of men are ensnared in a time of disaster,* when it suddenly overtakes them. 13 I also observed this about wisdom under the sun—and it impressed me: 14 There was a small city with a few men in it; and a mighty king came against it and surrounded it and built great siegeworks against it. 15 In it was found a poor but wise man, and he saved the city by his wisdom. But no one remembered that poor man. 16 And I said to myself: ‘Wisdom is better than mightiness; yet a poor man’s wisdom is despised, and his words are not heeded.’ 17 Better to heed the calm words of the wise than the shouts of the one ruling among fools. 18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but just one sinner can destroy much good. 
10 As dead flies cause the perfumer’s oil to stink and bubble, so a little foolishness outweighs wisdom and glory. 2 The heart of the wise one leads him in the right way,* but the heart of the stupid one leads him in the wrong way.* 3 In whatever way the fool walks, he is lacking good sense,* and he lets everyone know that he is a fool. 4 If the anger* of a ruler should flare up against you, do not leave your place, for calmness allays great sins. 5 There is something distressing that I have seen under the sun, the sort of mistake made by those in power: 6 Foolishness is put in many high positions, but the rich* remain in low positions. 7 I have seen servants on horseback but princes walking on foot just like servants. 8 The one who digs a pit may fall into it; and the one who breaks through a stone wall may be bitten by a snake. 9 The one who quarries stones may be hurt by them, and the one who splits logs may be endangered by them.* 10 If an iron tool is dull and one does not sharpen its edge, he will need to exert much effort. But wisdom helps to achieve success. 11 If the snake bites before it is charmed, there is no advantage to the skilled charmer.* 12 The words from the mouth of the wise one bring favor, but the lips of the stupid one are his ruin. 13 The first words out of his mouth are foolishness, and his last words are disastrous madness. 14 But the fool keeps on speaking. A man does not know what will happen; who can tell him what will come after him? 15 The hard work of the stupid one wears him out, for he does not even know how to find his way to the city. 16 How terrible for a land when the king is a boy and the princes start their feasting in the morning! 17 How happy for the land when the king is the son of nobles and the princes eat at the proper time for strength, not for drunkenness! 18 Because of extreme laziness the roof beams sag, and because of idle hands the house leaks. 19 Bread* is made for laughter, and wine makes life enjoyable; but money answers every need. 20 Even in your thoughts,* do not curse* the king, and do not curse the rich in your bedroom; for a bird* may convey the sound,* or a creature with wings may repeat what was said. 
11 Cast* your bread on the waters, for after many days you will find it again. 2 Give a share to seven or even to eight, for you do not know what disaster* will occur on the earth. 3 If the clouds are filled with water, they will pour down rain on the earth; and if a tree falls to the south or to the north, the place where the tree falls is where it will lie. 4 The one who watches the wind will not sow seed, and the one who looks at the clouds will not reap. 5 Just as you do not know how the spirit operates in the bones of the child inside* a pregnant woman, so you do not know the work of the true God, who does all things. 6 Sow your seed in the morning and do not let your hand rest until the evening; for you do not know which will have success, whether this one or that one, or whether they will both do well. 7 Light is sweet, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 8 For if a man should live many years, let him enjoy them all. But he should remember that the days of darkness may be many; all that is to come is futility. 9 Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things. 10 So remove troublesome things from your heart, and ward off harmful things from your body,* for youth and the prime of life are futility. 
12 Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”; 2 before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark, and the clouds return after* the downpour; 3 in the day when the guards* of the house become shaky,* and the strong men stoop over, and the women quit grinding because they have become few, and the ladies looking out the windows find it dark; 4 when the doors to the street have been closed, when the sound of the grinding mill becomes low, when one gets up at the sound of a bird, and all the daughters of song grow faint. 5 Also, one is afraid of heights, and there are terrors in the street. And the almond tree blossoms, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts, because man is walking to his lasting house and the mourners walk about in the street; 6 before the silver cord is removed, and the golden bowl is crushed, and the jar at the spring is broken, and the waterwheel for the cistern is crushed. 7 Then the dust returns to the earth, just as it was, and the spirit* returns to the true God who gave it. 8 “The greatest futility!”* says the congregator. “Everything is futile.” 9 Not only had the congregator become wise but he continually taught the people what he knew, and he pondered and made a thorough search in order to compile* many proverbs. 10 The congregator sought to find delightful words and to record accurate words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are like oxgoads, and their collected sayings are like firmly embedded nails; they have been given from one shepherd. 12 As for anything besides these, my son, be warned: To the making of many books there is no end, and much devotion to them is wearisome to the flesh. 13 The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Or “amusement.”
Lit., “hurry in your spirit.”
Or possibly, “is the mark of a fool.”
That is, those alive.
Or “calamity.”
Or “discover.”
Lit., “cursing.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “upright man.”
Or “the interpretation of a matter?”
Or “judgment.”
Or “judgment.”
Or “breath; wind.”
Or possibly, “their wickedness cannot rescue the wicked.”
Or “injury; detriment.”
Or “frustrating.”
Or “occupation.”
Or possibly, “that people do not see sleep either by day or by night.”
Or “eventuality.”
Or “eventuality.”
Lit., “and after it—to the dead ones!”
Or “are conscious.”
Or “wages.”
That is, bright clothing reflecting a joyful mood, not clothing of mourning.
Or “portion.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “unforeseen occurrence.”
Or “calamity.”
Lit., “is at his right hand.”
Lit., “is at his left hand.”
Lit., “his heart is lacking.”
Lit., “spirit; breath.”
Or “the capable.”
Or possibly, “should be careful with them.”
Lit., “the master of the tongue.”
Or “Food.”
Or possibly, “on your bed.”
Or “call down evil upon.”
Lit., “flying creature of the heavens.”
Or “message.”
Or “Send out.”
Or “calamity.”
Lit., “bones in the womb of.”
Or “call you to account.”
Lit., “flesh.”
Or “the calamitous days.”
Or possibly, “with.”
Or “keepers.”
Or “tremble.”
Or “life force.”
Or “vanity.”
Or “arrange in order.”











^ (Song of Sol. 1:1-8:14) The song of songs,* which is Solʹo·mon’s:  2 “May he kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, For your expressions of affection are better than wine.  3 The fragrance of your oils is pleasant. Your name is like a fragrant oil poured out. That is why the young women love you.  4 Take me with you;* let us run. The king has brought me into his interior rooms! Let us be joyful and rejoice in you. Let us praise* your expressions of affection more than wine. Rightly they* love you.  5 I am dark,* but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, Like the tents of Keʹdar, like the tent cloths of Solʹo·mon.  6 Do not stare at me because I am swarthy, Because the sun has gazed upon me. The sons of my mother were angry with me; They appointed me the keeper of the vineyards, But my own vineyard I did not keep.  7 Tell me, you whom I love* so much, Where you pasture your flock, Where you have them lie down at midday. Why should I be like a woman wrapped in a veil* Among the flocks of your companions?”  8 “If you do not know, O most beautiful of women, Go follow the tracks of the flock And pasture your young goats next to the tents of the shepherds.”  9 “I liken you, my beloved, to a* mare among the chariots of Pharʹaoh. 10 Your cheeks are lovely with ornaments,* Your neck with strings of beads. 11 We will make for you gold ornaments* Studded with silver.” 12 “While the king sits at his round table, My perfume* gives off its fragrance. 13 My dear one is to me like a fragrant bag of myrrh Spending the night between my breasts. 14 My dear one is to me like a cluster of henna Among the vineyards of En-gedʹi.” 15 “Look! You are beautiful, my beloved. Look! You are beautiful. Your eyes are those of doves.” 16 “Look! You are beautiful,* my dear one, and delightful. Our bed is among the foliage. 17 The beams of our house* are cedars, Our rafters are juniper trees. 
2 “I am but a saffron* of the coastal plain, A lily of the valleys.”  2 “Like a lily among thorns Is my beloved among the daughters.”  3 “Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest, So is my dear one among the sons. I passionately desire to sit in his shade, And his fruit is sweet to my taste.  4 He brought me into the banquet house,* And his banner over me was love.  5 Refresh me with raisin cakes; Sustain me with apples, For I am lovesick.  6 His left hand is under my head, And his right hand embraces me.  7 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.  8 The sound of my dear one! Look! Here he comes, Climbing the mountains, leaping over the hills.  9 My dear one is like a gazelle, like a young stag. There he is, standing behind our wall, Gazing through the windows, Looking through the lattices. 10 My dear one speaks, he says to me: ‘Rise up, my beloved, My beautiful one, come away with me. 11 Look! The winter* has passed. The rains are over and gone. 12 Blossoms have appeared in the land, The time of pruning has arrived, And the song of the turtledove is heard in our land. 13 The fig tree ripens its early figs; The vines are in blossom and give off their fragrance. Rise up, my beloved, and come. My beautiful one, come away with me. 14 O my dove, in the retreats of the crag, In the recesses of the cliff, Let me see you and hear your voice, For your voice is pleasant and your appearance is lovely.’” 15 “Catch the foxes for us, The little foxes that ruin the vineyards, For our vineyards are in bloom.” 16 “My dear one is mine and I am his. He is shepherding among the lilies. 17 Until the day grows breezy* and the shadows flee, Return quickly, O my dear one, Like the gazelle or the young stag upon the mountains of separation.* 
3 “Upon my bed during the nights, I sought the one I love.* I sought him, but I did not find him.  2 I will arise and roam the city; In the streets and in the public squares, Let me seek the one I love.* I sought him, but I did not find him.  3 The watchmen making their rounds in the city found me. ‘Have you seen the one I love?’*  4 Scarcely had I passed by them When I found the one I love.* I held on to him, I would not let him go Until I brought him into my mother’s house, Into the interior room of her who conceived me.  5 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.”  6 “What is this coming up from the wilderness like columns of smoke, Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, With all the fragrant powders of a merchant?”  7 “Look! It is the couch belonging to Solʹo·mon. Sixty mighty men surround it, Of the mighty men of Israel,  8 All of them armed with a sword, All trained in warfare, Each with his sword at his side To guard against the terrors of the night.”  9 “It is the royal litter* of King Solʹo·mon That he made for himself from the trees of Lebʹa·non. 10 Its pillars he made of silver, Its supports of gold. Its seat is of purple wool; Its interior was lovingly decorated By the daughters of Jerusalem.” 11 “Go out, O daughters of Zion, Gaze at King Solʹo·mon Wearing the wedding crown* his mother made for him On the day of his marriage, On the day of his heart’s rejoicing.” 
4 “Look! You are beautiful, my beloved. Look! You are beautiful. Your eyes are those of doves behind your veil. Your hair is like a flock of goats Streaming down the mountains of Gilʹe·ad.  2 Your teeth are like a flock of newly shorn sheep That have come up from being washed, All of them bearing twins, And not one has lost her young.  3 Your lips are like a scarlet thread, And your speech is delightful. Like a segment of pomegranate Are your cheeks* behind your veil.  4 Your neck is like the tower of David, Built with courses of stone Upon which are hung a thousand shields, All the circular shields of the mighty men.  5 Your two breasts are like two fawns, The twins of a gazelle, That feed among the lilies.”  6 “Until the day grows breezy* and the shadows flee, I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh And to the hill of frankincense.”  7 “You are altogether beautiful, my beloved, There is no blemish in you.  8 Come with me from Lebʹa·non, my bride, Come with me from Lebʹa·non. Descend from the peak of A·maʹnah,* From the peak of Seʹnir, the peak of Herʹmon, From the lairs of lions, from the mountains of leopards.  9 You have captured my heart, my sister, my bride, You have captured my heart with one glance of your eyes, With one pendant of your necklace. 10 How beautiful your expressions of affection are, my sister, my bride! Your expressions of affection are far better than wine, And the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! 11 Your lips, my bride, drip with comb honey. Honey and milk are under your tongue, And the fragrance of your garments is like the fragrance of Lebʹa·non. 12 My sister, my bride, is like a locked garden, A locked garden, a spring sealed shut. 13 Your shoots* are a paradise* of pomegranates With the choicest fruits, with henna along with spikenard plants, 14 Spikenard and saffron, cane* and cinnamon, With all sorts of trees of frankincense, myrrh, and aloes, Along with all the finest perfumes. 15 You are a garden spring, a well of fresh water, And flowing streams from Lebʹa·non. 16 Awake, O north wind; Come in, O south wind. Breathe* upon my garden. Let its fragrance spread.” “Let my dear one come into his garden And eat its choicest fruits.” 
5 “I have entered my garden, O my sister, my bride. I have picked my myrrh and my spice. I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; I have drunk my wine and my milk.” “Eat, dear friends! Drink and become intoxicated with expressions of affection!”  2 “I am asleep, but my heart is awake. There is the sound of my dear one knocking!” “Open to me, O my sister, my beloved, My dove, my flawless one! For my head is wet with dew, The locks of my hair with the moisture of the night.”  3 “‘I have taken off my robe. Must I put it back on? I have washed my feet. Must I soil them again?’  4 My dear one withdrew his hand from the hole of the door, And my feelings for him were stirred.  5 I got up to open to my dear one; My hands dripped with myrrh, And my fingers with liquid myrrh, Onto the handles of the lock.  6 I opened to my dear one, But my dear one had turned away, he had gone. I felt despair* when he departed.* I sought him, but I did not find him. I called him, but he did not answer me.  7 The watchmen making their rounds in the city found me. They struck me, they wounded me. The watchmen of the walls took my shawl* away from me.  8 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem: If you find my dear one, Tell him that I am lovesick.”  9 “How is your dear one better than any other dear one, You most beautiful of women? How is your dear one better than any other dear one, That you put us under such an oath?” 10 “My dear one is dazzling and ruddy; He stands out among ten thousand. 11 His head is gold, the finest gold. The locks of his hair are like waving palm fronds,* As black as the raven. 12 His eyes are like doves by streams of water, Bathing themselves in milk, Sitting by a brimming pool.* 13 His cheeks are like a bed of spices, Mounds of scented herbs. His lips are lilies, dripping with liquid myrrh. 14 His hands are cylinders of gold, set with chrysʹo·lite. His abdomen is polished ivory covered with sapphires. 15 His legs are pillars of marble set on pedestals of the finest gold. His appearance is like Lebʹa·non, as unrivaled as the cedars. 16 His mouth* is sweetness itself, And everything about him is desirable. This is my dear one, this is my beloved, O daughters of Jerusalem.” 
6 “Where has your dear one gone, O most beautiful of women? Which way did your dear one turn? Let us seek him with you.”  2 “My dear one has gone down to his garden, To the beds of spice plants, To shepherd among the gardens And to pick lilies.  3 I am my dear one’s, And my dear one is mine. He is shepherding among the lilies.”  4 “You are as beautiful as Tirʹzah,* my beloved, As lovely as Jerusalem, As breathtaking as armies around their banners.  5 Turn your eyes away from me, For they overwhelm me. Your hair is like a flock of goats Streaming down the slopes of Gilʹe·ad.  6 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep That have come up from being washed, All of them bearing twins, And not one has lost her young.  7 Like a segment of pomegranate Are your cheeks* behind your veil.  8 There may be 60 queens And 80 concubines And young women without number.  9 But only one is my dove, my flawless one. The only one of her mother. She is the favorite* of the one who bore her. The daughters see her, and they pronounce her happy; Queens and concubines, and they praise her. 10 ‘Who is she who shines* like the dawn, As beautiful as the full moon, As pure as the sunlight, As breathtaking as armies around their banners?’” 11 “I went down to the garden of nut trees To see the new growth in the valley,* To see whether the vine had sprouted,* Whether the pomegranate trees had blossomed. 12 Before I knew it, My desire* had put me At the chariots of my noble* people.” 13 “Return, return, O Shuʹlam·mite! Return, return, That we may look upon you!” “Why do you gaze upon the Shuʹlam·mite?” “She is like the dance of two companies!”* 
7 “How beautiful your feet are in your sandals, O noble daughter! The curves of your thighs are like ornaments, The work of an artisan’s hands.  2 Your navel is a round bowl. May it never lack mixed wine. Your belly is a heap of wheat, Encircled by lilies.  3 Your two breasts are like two fawns, The twins of a gazelle.  4 Your neck is like an ivory tower. Your eyes are like the pools in Heshʹbon, By the gate of Bath-rabʹbim. Your nose is like the tower of Lebʹa·non, Which looks toward Damascus.  5 Your head crowns you like Carʹmel, And the locks of your hair* are like purple wool. The king is captivated* by the flowing tresses.  6 How beautiful you are, and how pleasant you are, O beloved girl, above all exquisite delights!  7 Your stature is like a palm tree, And your breasts are like date clusters.  8 I said, ‘I will climb the palm tree To take hold of its stalks of fruit.’ May your breasts be like clusters of grapes, Your breath as fragrant as apples,  9 And your mouth* like the best wine.” “May it go down smoothly for my dear one, Softly flowing over the lips of those asleep. 10 I am my dear one’s, And his desire is for me. 11 Come, O my dear one, Let us go out to the fields; Let us lodge among the henna plants. 12 Let us rise early and go to the vineyards To see if the vine has sprouted,* If the blossoms have opened, If the pomegranates are in bloom. There I will express my affection for you. 13 The mandrakes give off their fragrance; At our doors are all sorts of choice fruits. The new as well as the old, O my dear one, I have kept in store for you. 
8 “If only you were like my brother, Who nursed at my mother’s breasts! Then if I found you outside, I would kiss you, And no one would despise me.  2 I would lead you; I would bring you into the house of my mother, She who taught me. I would give you spiced wine to drink, The fresh juice of pomegranates.  3 His left hand would be under my head, And his right hand would embrace me.  4 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.”  5 “Who is this coming up from the wilderness, Leaning upon her dear one?” “Under the apple tree I awakened you. There your mother was in labor with you. There she who gave birth to you was in labor.  6 Place me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm, For love is as strong as death is, And exclusive devotion is as unyielding as the Grave.* Its flames are a blazing fire, the flame of Jah.*  7 Surging waters cannot extinguish love, Nor can rivers wash it away. If a man would offer all the wealth of his house for love, It* would be utterly despised.”  8 “We have a little sister, And she has no breasts. What will we do for our sister On the day when she is spoken for?”  9 “If she is a wall, We will build upon her a battlement of silver, But if she is a door, We will board her up with a cedar plank.” 10 “I am a wall, And my breasts are like towers. So in his eyes I have become As one who finds peace. 11 Solʹo·mon had a vineyard in Baʹal-haʹmon. He entrusted the vineyard to caretakers. Each one would bring in a thousand pieces of silver for its fruit. 12 I have my own vineyard at my disposal. The thousand pieces of silver* belong to you, O Solʹo·mon, And two hundred to those who care for its fruit.” 13 “O you who are dwelling in the gardens, The companions listen for your voice. Let me hear it.” 14 “Hurry, my dear one, And be swift like a gazelle Or a young stag Upon the mountains of spices.”

Or “The superlative song.”
Lit., “Draw me after you.”
Or “recount.”
That is, the young women.
Lit., “black.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “a veil of mourning.”
Or “my.”
Or possibly, “among the braids of hair.”
Or “circlets.”
Lit., “spikenard.”
Or “handsome.”
Or “grand house.”
Or “crocus.”
Lit., “the house of wine.”
Or “rainy season.”
Lit., “the day breathes.”
Or possibly, “the cleft mountains.” Or “the mountains of Bether.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “my soul loves.”
A covered couch used to carry a person of importance.
Or “the wreath; the garland.”
Or “temples.”
Lit., “the day breathes.”
Or “Anti-Lebanon.”
Or possibly, “skin.”
Or “garden.”
An aromatic reed.
Or “Blow gently.”
Or “My soul went out.”
Or possibly, “My soul left me when he spoke.”
Or “veil.”
Or possibly, “like date clusters.”
Or possibly, “the fountain rims.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “Pleasant City.”
Or “temples.”
Lit., “the pure one.”
Lit., “looks down.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “budded.”
Or “soul.”
Or “willing.”
Or “dance of Mahanaim.”
Lit., “your head.”
Or “held bound.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “budded.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or possibly, “He.”
Lit., “The thousand.”


^ (Song of Sol. 2:1-17) “I am but a saffron* of the coastal plain, A lily of the valleys.”  2 “Like a lily among thorns Is my beloved among the daughters.”  3 “Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest, So is my dear one among the sons. I passionately desire to sit in his shade, And his fruit is sweet to my taste.  4 He brought me into the banquet house,* And his banner over me was love.  5 Refresh me with raisin cakes; Sustain me with apples, For I am lovesick.  6 His left hand is under my head, And his right hand embraces me.  7 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.  8 The sound of my dear one! Look! Here he comes, Climbing the mountains, leaping over the hills.  9 My dear one is like a gazelle, like a young stag. There he is, standing behind our wall, Gazing through the windows, Looking through the lattices. 10 My dear one speaks, he says to me: ‘Rise up, my beloved, My beautiful one, come away with me. 11 Look! The winter* has passed. The rains are over and gone. 12 Blossoms have appeared in the land, The time of pruning has arrived, And the song of the turtledove is heard in our land. 13 The fig tree ripens its early figs; The vines are in blossom and give off their fragrance. Rise up, my beloved, and come. My beautiful one, come away with me. 14 O my dove, in the retreats of the crag, In the recesses of the cliff, Let me see you and hear your voice, For your voice is pleasant and your appearance is lovely.’” 15 “Catch the foxes for us, The little foxes that ruin the vineyards, For our vineyards are in bloom.” 16 “My dear one is mine and I am his. He is shepherding among the lilies. 17 Until the day grows breezy* and the shadows flee, Return quickly, O my dear one, Like the gazelle or the young stag upon the mountains of separation.*

Or “crocus.”
Lit., “the house of wine.”
Or “rainy season.”
Lit., “the day breathes.”
Or possibly, “the cleft mountains.” Or “the mountains of Bether.”





^ ***sn song 106 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship***


Song 106

Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship


(Psalm 15)


1. Who is your friend, O God?

Who in your tent may dwell?

Who gains your friendship? Who gains your trust?

Who really knows you well?

All who embrace your Word,

All who have faith in you,

All who are loyal, all who are just,

Living the truth for you.

2. Who is your friend, O God?

Who may approach your throne?

Who brings delight and Makes you rejoice?

Whose name to you is known?

All who exalt your name,

All who your Word obey,

All who are faithful, honest in heart,

Truthful in all they say.

3. Rolling our cares on you,

Baring our hearts in prayer,

Drawing us closer, bonding in love,

Feeling your daily care,

We yearn to be your friend.

Long may our friendship grow.

No greater Friend could we ever gain,

No greater Friend we’ll know.



(See also Ps. 139:1; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.)





^ (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 139:1) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.



^ (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”








^ ***w15 1/15 p. 31 Is Unfailing Love Possible?***


DO NOT AWAKEN LOVE “UNTIL IT FEELS INCLINED”

11. What can unmarried Christians learn from the Shulammite girl’s putting others under oath not to try to awaken love in her?

11 The Song of Solomon also provides lessons for unmarried Christians, especially for those looking for a mate. The young woman felt no love for Solomon. Putting the daughters of Jerusalem under oath, she said: “Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.” (Song of Sol. 2:7; 3:5) Why? Because it is simply not proper to develop a romantic attachment for just anyone who comes along. A Christian desiring to marry, then, is wise to wait patiently for the one he or she can truly love.

12. Why did the Shulammite girl love the shepherd?

12 Why did the Shulammite girl love the shepherd? True, he was handsome, resembling “a gazelle”; his hands were strong like “cylinders of gold”; and his legs were beautiful and strong like “pillars of marble.” But he was more than just strong and handsome. “Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest” was her “dear one among the sons.” For a girl who was faithful to Jehovah to feel this way about the man, he had to have been spiritually inclined.—Song of Sol. 2:3, 9; 5:14, 15.

13. Why did the shepherd love the young woman?

13 What about the Shulammite girl? Though she was beautiful enough to attract the attention of a king who at the time had “60 queens and 80 concubines and young women without number,” she viewed herself as “but a saffron of the coastal plain”—a common flower. The girl was remarkably modest and humble. No wonder she was “like a lily among thorns,” anything but common to the shepherd! She was faithful to Jehovah.—Song of Sol. 2:1, 2; 6:8.





^ par. 11 (Song of Sol. 2:7) I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.



^ par. 11 (Song of Sol. 3:5) I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.”



^ par. 12 (Song of Sol. 2:3) “Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest, So is my dear one among the sons. I passionately desire to sit in his shade, And his fruit is sweet to my taste.



^ par. 12 (Song of Sol. 2:9) My dear one is like a gazelle, like a young stag. There he is, standing behind our wall, Gazing through the windows, Looking through the lattices.



^ par. 12 (Song of Sol. 5:14, 15) His hands are cylinders of gold, set with chrysʹo·lite. His abdomen is polished ivory covered with sapphires. 15 His legs are pillars of marble set on pedestals of the finest gold. His appearance is like Lebʹa·non, as unrivaled as the cedars.



^ par. 13 (Song of Sol. 2:1, 2) “I am but a saffron* of the coastal plain, A lily of the valleys.”  2 “Like a lily among thorns Is my beloved among the daughters.”

Or “crocus.”


^ par. 13 (Song of Sol. 6:8) There may be 60 queens And 80 concubines And young women without number.









^ ***w15 1/15 p. 32 Is Unfailing Love Possible?***


14. What does the love portrayed in the Song of Solomon teach single Christians who want to marry?

14 In the Scriptures, powerful admonition is given to Christians to marry “only in the Lord.” (1 Cor. 7:39) A single person who wants to marry refrains from forming romantic ties with unbelievers and looks for a mate only among loyal worshippers of Jehovah. Moreover, to face life’s realities while maintaining marital peace and spiritual unity calls for faith in and devotion to God—desirable qualities to look for in a prospective marriage mate. Those are the very qualities that the shepherd and the young woman found in each other.

MY BRIDE “IS LIKE A LOCKED GARDEN”

15. How may the Shulammite girl serve as an example to unmarried godly men and women?

15 Read Song of Solomon 4:12. Why does the shepherd describe his beloved as “a locked garden”? A walled or fenced-in garden is not open to the public. It can be accessed only through a locked gate. The Shulammite girl is like that garden because her affection was available only to her husband-to-be—the shepherd. By not giving in to the enticements of the king, she proved herself to be like “a wall” and not “a door” that swings wide open. (Song of Sol. 8:8-10) Similarly, godly unmarried men and women reserve their love and affection for their future mate.

16. What does the Song of Solomon teach regarding courtship?

16 When the shepherd asked the Shulammite girl to go for a walk with him on a spring day, her brothers did not permit her to go. Instead, they assigned her the work of guarding the vineyards. Why? Did they not trust her? Did they perhaps think that she had immoral intentions? Actually, they were taking precautions so that their sister would not come into a tempting situation. (Song of Sol. 1:6; 2:10-15) Here, then, is a lesson for single Christians: During courtship, take necessary precautions to keep the relationship chaste. Avoid secluded places. While clean expressions of affection may be appropriate, be careful to avoid tempting situations.





^ par. 14 (1 Cor. 7:39) A wife is bound as long as her husband is alive. But if her husband should fall asleep in death, she is free to be married to whomever she wants, only in the Lord.



^ par. 15 (Song of Sol. 4:12) My sister, my bride, is like a locked garden, A locked garden, a spring sealed shut.



^ par. 15 (Song of Sol. 8:8-10) “We have a little sister, And she has no breasts. What will we do for our sister On the day when she is spoken for?”  9 “If she is a wall, We will build upon her a battlement of silver, But if she is a door, We will board her up with a cedar plank.” 10 “I am a wall, And my breasts are like towers. So in his eyes I have become As one who finds peace.



^ par. 16 (Song of Sol. 1:6) Do not stare at me because I am swarthy, Because the sun has gazed upon me. The sons of my mother were angry with me; They appointed me the keeper of the vineyards, But my own vineyard I did not keep.



^ par. 16 (Song of Sol. 2:10-15) My dear one speaks, he says to me: ‘Rise up, my beloved, My beautiful one, come away with me. 11 Look! The winter* has passed. The rains are over and gone. 12 Blossoms have appeared in the land, The time of pruning has arrived, And the song of the turtledove is heard in our land. 13 The fig tree ripens its early figs; The vines are in blossom and give off their fragrance. Rise up, my beloved, and come. My beautiful one, come away with me. 14 O my dove, in the retreats of the crag, In the recesses of the cliff, Let me see you and hear your voice, For your voice is pleasant and your appearance is lovely.’” 15 “Catch the foxes for us, The little foxes that ruin the vineyards, For our vineyards are in bloom.”

Or “rainy season.”








^ ***w15 1/15 p. 31 Is Unfailing Love Possible?***


13. Why did the shepherd love the young woman?

13 What about the Shulammite girl? Though she was beautiful enough to attract the attention of a king who at the time had “60 queens and 80 concubines and young women without number,” she viewed herself as “but a saffron of the coastal plain”—a common flower. The girl was remarkably modest and humble. No wonder she was “like a lily among thorns,” anything but common to the shepherd! She was faithful to Jehovah.—Song of Sol. 2:1, 2; 6:8.





^ par. 13 (Song of Sol. 2:1, 2) “I am but a saffron* of the coastal plain, A lily of the valleys.”  2 “Like a lily among thorns Is my beloved among the daughters.”

Or “crocus.”


^ par. 13 (Song of Sol. 6:8) There may be 60 queens And 80 concubines And young women without number.









^ ***w15 1/15 p. 29 Is Unfailing Love Possible?***


TRUE LOVE IS POSSIBLE!

 3. Why is true love between a man and a woman possible?

3 Read Song of Solomon 8:6. The expression “the flame of Jah” that is used to describe love speaks volumes. True love is “the flame of Jah” in that Jehovah is the Originator of such love. He created man in his image with the ability to love. (Gen. 1:26, 27) When God presented the first woman, Eve, to the first man, Adam, the words that came out of Adam’s mouth were nothing short of poetic. No doubt Eve felt a closeness to Adam, from whom “she was taken.” (Gen. 2:21-23) Since Jehovah has given humans the capacity for showing love, it is possible for a man and a woman to have unswerving and unfailing love for each other.





^ par. 3 (Song of Sol. 8:6) Place me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm, For love is as strong as death is, And exclusive devotion is as unyielding as the Grave.* Its flames are a blazing fire, the flame of Jah.*

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ par. 3 (Gen. 1:26, 27) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.” 27 And God went on to create the man in his image, in God’s image he created him; male and female he created them.



^ par. 3 (Gen. 2:21-23) So Jehovah God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and while he was sleeping, he took one of his ribs and then closed up the flesh over its place. 22 And Jehovah God built the rib that he had taken from the man into a woman, and he brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said: “This is at last bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh. This one will be called Woman, Because from man she was taken.”









^ ***w06 11/15 p. 20 par. 7 Highlights From the Song of Solomon***

True love is “the flame of Jah.” Why? Because such love originates with Jehovah. He is the One who has put in us the capacity to love. It is a flame whose blazings are inextinguishable. The Song of Solomon beautifully illustrates that love between a man and a woman can be “as strong [unfailing] as death is.”—Song of Solomon 8:6.



^ par. 7 (Song of Sol. 8:6) Place me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm, For love is as strong as death is, And exclusive devotion is as unyielding as the Grave.* Its flames are a blazing fire, the flame of Jah.*

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.








^ ***bh pp. 29-31 What Is God’s Purpose for the Earth?***


8, 9. (a) What challenge did Satan evidently make? (b) Why did God not destroy the rebels immediately?

8 When Satan led Adam and Eve into sinning against God, he was really leading a rebellion. He was challenging Jehovah’s way of ruling. In effect, Satan was saying: ‘God is a bad ruler. He tells lies and holds back good things from his subjects. Humans do not need to have God ruling over them. They can decide for themselves what is good and what is bad. And they will be better off under my rulership.’ How would God handle such an insulting challenge? Some think that God should simply have put the rebels to death. But would that have answered Satan’s challenge? Would it have proved that God’s way of ruling is right?

9 Jehovah’s perfect sense of justice would not allow him to put the rebels to death right away. He decided that time was needed to answer Satan’s challenge in a satisfying way and to prove that the Devil is a liar. So God determined that he would permit humans to rule themselves for some time under Satan’s influence. Why Jehovah did that and why he has allowed so much time to pass before settling these issues will be discussed in Chapter 11 of this book. Now, though, it is good to think about this: Were Adam and Eve right to believe Satan, who had never done anything good for them? Was it right for them to believe that Jehovah, who had given them everything they had, is a cruel liar? What would you have done?








^ ***sn song 115 Making Our Way Successful***


Song 115

Making Our Way Successful


(Joshua 1:8)


1. We delight in Jehovah’s Word.

May we read it each day.

Sound each thought in an undertone;

Meditate and obey.

May it guide ev’ry step we take,

Ev’ry thought we express.

(CHORUS)

Read and meditate, then obey.

This Jehovah will bless.

Walk with him each and ev’ry day.

Find the way to success.



2. When the kings ruled in Israel,

They received this command:

‘Ev’ry king for himself must write

God’s Law in his own hand.

He must read in it all his days,

That he may not transgress.’

(CHORUS)

Read and meditate, then obey.

This Jehovah will bless.

Walk with him each and ev’ry day.

Find the way to success.



3. As we feed on God’s Word each day,

Hope and comfort we find.

Calm descends on our troubled hearts;

Faith in Him is refined.

When we truly embrace his Word,

We mature and progress.

(CHORUS)

Read and meditate, then obey.

This Jehovah will bless.

Walk with him each and ev’ry day.

Find the way to success.





(See also Deut. 17:18; 1 Ki. 2:3, 4; Ps. 119:1; Jer. 7:23.)





^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Deut. 17:18) When he takes his seat on the throne of his kingdom, he must write for himself in a book* a copy of this Law, taken from the one kept by the Levitical priests.

Or “a scroll.”


^ (1 Ki. 2:3, 4) You must keep your obligation to Jehovah your God by walking in his ways and by observing his statutes, his commandments, his judgments, and his reminders as they are written in the Law of Moses; then you will succeed* in everything you do and everywhere you turn. 4 And Jehovah will carry out his promise that he made concerning me: ‘If your sons pay attention to their way by walking faithfully before me with all their heart and soul,* there will never fail to be a man of your line* sitting on the throne of Israel.’

Or “act wisely.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “will not be cut off from you a man.”


^ (Ps. 119:1) Happy are those who are blameless* in their way, Who walk in the law of Jehovah.

Or “who keep integrity.”


^ (Jer. 7:23) But I did give them this command: “Obey my voice, and I will become your God, and you will become my people. You must walk in all the way that I command, so that it may go well with you.”’









^ ***kr pp. 46-48 Jehovah Exalts His Name***


Jehovah Takes “a People for His Name”

16. (a) In what outstanding way does Jehovah exalt his name? (b) In the past, who first served as a people for God’s name?

16 An outstanding way in which Jehovah exalts his name is by having a people on earth who bear his name. From 1513 B.C.E. onward, the nation of Israel represented Jehovah as his people. (Isa. 43:12) However, they failed to keep their part of the covenant with God, and in 33 C.E., they lost their special relationship with him. Shortly thereafter, Jehovah “turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name.” (Acts 15:14) That newly chosen people became known as “the Israel of God,” which consists of anointed followers of Christ from various nations.—Gal. 6:16.

17. What scheme did Satan succeed in carrying out?

17 In about 44 C.E., Christ’s disciples were “by divine providence called Christians.” (Acts 11:26) Initially, that name was distinctive, for it referred to true Christians only. (1 Pet. 4:16) However, as indicated in Jesus’ parable of the wheat and the weeds, Satan succeeded in his scheme to apply the unique name Christian to all kinds of imitation Christians. Consequently, for many centuries, true Christians did not stand out clearly from imitation Christians. But that started to change during “the harvest season,” which began in 1914. Why? Because angels began separating imitation Christians from genuine ones.—Matt. 13:30, 39-41.

18. What helped our brothers to see that a new name was needed?

18 After the appointment of the faithful slave in 1919, Jehovah helped his people to discern the work he had assigned them to do. They quickly saw that preaching from house to house set them apart from all imitation Christians. Once they realized that fact, it was not long before they understood that the designation “Bible Students” was not distinctive enough. Their prime purpose in life was not simply to study the Bible but to witness about God and to honor and exalt his name. So, what name would be fitting for the work they were doing? That question was answered in 1931.

19, 20. (a) What exciting resolution was made at a convention in 1931? (b) How did our brothers react to the adoption of the new name?

19 In July 1931, some 15,000 Bible Students arrived in Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A., for a convention. Seeing the convention program, they were intrigued by the two large letters J and W printed on its front cover. ‘What do those letters mean?’ they wondered. Some thought they meant, ‘Just Watch’; others, ‘Just Wait.’ Then, on Sunday, July 26, Brother Joseph Rutherford presented a resolution containing the powerful statement: “We desire to be known as and called by the name, to wit, Jehovah’s witnesses.” At that moment, all in attendance understood the meaning of those puzzling letters—they stood for Jehovah’s Witnesses, a Scriptural name based on Isaiah 43:10.

20 The audience responded to that resolution with a tremendous shout and long applause. By radio, that enthusiastic reaction in Columbus was heard halfway around the globe! Ernest and Naomi Barber in Australia recalled: “When the applause went up in America, the brothers in Melbourne jumped to their feet and kept on applauding. We will never forget it!”*

God’s Name Is Being Exalted Worldwide

21. How did the new name stimulate the preaching work?

21 Having the Scriptural name Jehovah’s Witnesses gave God’s servants added strength to share in the preaching work. Edward and Jessie Grimes, a pioneer couple in the United States who attended the 1931 convention in Columbus, observed: “We left home as Bible Students, but we returned as Jehovah’s Witnesses. We were happy that we now had a name that helped us to magnify the name of our God.” After that convention, some Witnesses used a new method to do just that. They introduced themselves to householders by handing them a card with the message: “One of JEHOVAH’S witnesses preaching the Kingdom of JEHOVAH our God.” Yes, God’s people were proud to bear the name Jehovah, and they were ready to proclaim its significance far and wide.—Isa. 12:4.

“We left home as Bible Students, but we returned as Jehovah’s Witnesses”



22. What proves that Jehovah’s people have a distinct identity?

22 Many years have passed since Jehovah moved our anointed brothers to embrace their distinctive name. During the intervening years, has Satan been able to obscure the identity of God’s people? Has he succeeded in absorbing us into the world’s religious landscape? No, indeed! On the contrary, our distinct identity as witnesses of God stands out more than ever. (Read Micah 4:5; Malachi 3:18.) In fact, we have become so closely associated with God’s name that anyone who freely uses it today is quickly identified as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Instead of being obscured by a range of mountainlike false religions, Jehovah’s true worship is “firmly established above the top of the mountains.” (Isa. 2:2) Today, Jehovah’s worship and his sacred name are, indeed, highly exalted.

23. According to Psalm 121:5, what important truth about Jehovah gives us much strength?

23 How strengthening it is to know that Jehovah will shield us against Satan’s present and future attacks! (Ps. 121:5) With good reason we echo the sentiments of the psalmist who wrote: “Happy is the nation whose God is Jehovah, the people he has chosen as his own possession.”—Ps. 33:12.





^ par. 16 (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.



^ par. 16 (Acts 15:14) Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name.



^ par. 16 (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^ par. 17 (Acts 11:26) After he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year they assembled with them in the congregation and taught quite a crowd, and it was first in Antioch that the disciples were by divine providence called Christians.



^ par. 17 (1 Pet. 4:16) But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but let him keep on glorifying God while bearing this name.



^ par. 17 (Matt. 13:30) Let both grow together until the harvest, and in the harvest season, I will tell the reapers: First collect the weeds and bind them in bundles to burn them up; then gather the wheat into my storehouse.’”



^ par. 17 (Matt. 13:39-41) and the enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is a conclusion of a system of things,* and the reapers are angels. 40 Therefore, just as the weeds are collected and burned with fire, so it will be in the conclusion of the system of things.* 41 The Son of man will send his angels, and they will collect out from his Kingdom all things that cause stumbling and people who practice lawlessness,

Or “an age.” See Glossary.
Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 19 (Isa. 43:10) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none.

Or “and trust me.”


^ par. 21 (Isa. 12:4) And in that day you will say: “Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples! Declare that his name is exalted.



^ par. 22 (Mic. 4:5) For all the peoples will walk, each in the name of its god, But we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God forever and ever.



^ par. 22 (Mal. 3:18) And you will again see the distinction between a righteous person and a wicked person, between one serving God and one not serving him.”



^ par. 22 (Isa. 2:2) In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it all the nations will stream.

Or “In the last days.”


^ (Ps. 121:5) Jehovah is guarding you. Jehovah is the shade at your right hand.



^ par. 23 (Ps. 121:5) Jehovah is guarding you. Jehovah is the shade at your right hand.



^ par. 23 (Ps. 33:12) Happy is the nation whose God is Jehovah, The people he has chosen as his own possession.







^ par. 20 See Chapter 7, pages 72-74, for details about that use of the radio.









^ ***kr chap. 4 Jehovah Exalts His Name***

How Real Is the Kingdom to You?


	            What has the Kingdom accomplished regarding God’s name?



	            How do you personally share in sanctifying God’s name?



	            Why are you proud to bear God’s personal name and eager to tell others about its significance?














^ ***sn song 34 Living Up to Our Name***


Song 34

Living Up to Our Name


(Isaiah 43:10-12)


1. Glorious Jehovah, almighty, eternal,

Perfect in justice, in power, in love.

Source of all truth and of infinite wisdom,

You rule as Sov’reign in heaven above.

We as your people delight in your service;

Your Kingdom truth we delight to proclaim.

(CHORUS)

Being your Witnesses, great is our priv’lege.

Oh, may we ever live up to our name!



2. Working together in your sacred service

Binds us as brothers in love and in peace.

Teaching the truth and reflecting your glory

Fill us with joy as your praises increase.

Known by your name, O Jehovah, our Father,

We have the honor to add to your fame.

(CHORUS)

Being your Witnesses, great is our priv’lege.

Oh, may we ever live up to our name!





(See also Deut. 32:4; Ps. 43:3; Dan. 2:20, 21.)





^ (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Ps. 43:3) Send out your light and your truth. May these lead me; May they guide me to your holy mountain and to your grand tabernacle.



^ (Dan. 2:20, 21) Daniel declared: “Let the name of God be praised for all eternity,* For wisdom and mightiness are his alone. 21 He changes times and seasons, Removes kings and sets up kings, Gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those with discernment.

Or “from eternity to eternity.”














^ (Song of Sol. 1:1-8:14) The song of songs,* which is Solʹo·mon’s:  2 “May he kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, For your expressions of affection are better than wine.  3 The fragrance of your oils is pleasant. Your name is like a fragrant oil poured out. That is why the young women love you.  4 Take me with you;* let us run. The king has brought me into his interior rooms! Let us be joyful and rejoice in you. Let us praise* your expressions of affection more than wine. Rightly they* love you.  5 I am dark,* but lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem, Like the tents of Keʹdar, like the tent cloths of Solʹo·mon.  6 Do not stare at me because I am swarthy, Because the sun has gazed upon me. The sons of my mother were angry with me; They appointed me the keeper of the vineyards, But my own vineyard I did not keep.  7 Tell me, you whom I love* so much, Where you pasture your flock, Where you have them lie down at midday. Why should I be like a woman wrapped in a veil* Among the flocks of your companions?”  8 “If you do not know, O most beautiful of women, Go follow the tracks of the flock And pasture your young goats next to the tents of the shepherds.”  9 “I liken you, my beloved, to a* mare among the chariots of Pharʹaoh. 10 Your cheeks are lovely with ornaments,* Your neck with strings of beads. 11 We will make for you gold ornaments* Studded with silver.” 12 “While the king sits at his round table, My perfume* gives off its fragrance. 13 My dear one is to me like a fragrant bag of myrrh Spending the night between my breasts. 14 My dear one is to me like a cluster of henna Among the vineyards of En-gedʹi.” 15 “Look! You are beautiful, my beloved. Look! You are beautiful. Your eyes are those of doves.” 16 “Look! You are beautiful,* my dear one, and delightful. Our bed is among the foliage. 17 The beams of our house* are cedars, Our rafters are juniper trees. 
2 “I am but a saffron* of the coastal plain, A lily of the valleys.”  2 “Like a lily among thorns Is my beloved among the daughters.”  3 “Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest, So is my dear one among the sons. I passionately desire to sit in his shade, And his fruit is sweet to my taste.  4 He brought me into the banquet house,* And his banner over me was love.  5 Refresh me with raisin cakes; Sustain me with apples, For I am lovesick.  6 His left hand is under my head, And his right hand embraces me.  7 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.  8 The sound of my dear one! Look! Here he comes, Climbing the mountains, leaping over the hills.  9 My dear one is like a gazelle, like a young stag. There he is, standing behind our wall, Gazing through the windows, Looking through the lattices. 10 My dear one speaks, he says to me: ‘Rise up, my beloved, My beautiful one, come away with me. 11 Look! The winter* has passed. The rains are over and gone. 12 Blossoms have appeared in the land, The time of pruning has arrived, And the song of the turtledove is heard in our land. 13 The fig tree ripens its early figs; The vines are in blossom and give off their fragrance. Rise up, my beloved, and come. My beautiful one, come away with me. 14 O my dove, in the retreats of the crag, In the recesses of the cliff, Let me see you and hear your voice, For your voice is pleasant and your appearance is lovely.’” 15 “Catch the foxes for us, The little foxes that ruin the vineyards, For our vineyards are in bloom.” 16 “My dear one is mine and I am his. He is shepherding among the lilies. 17 Until the day grows breezy* and the shadows flee, Return quickly, O my dear one, Like the gazelle or the young stag upon the mountains of separation.* 
3 “Upon my bed during the nights, I sought the one I love.* I sought him, but I did not find him.  2 I will arise and roam the city; In the streets and in the public squares, Let me seek the one I love.* I sought him, but I did not find him.  3 The watchmen making their rounds in the city found me. ‘Have you seen the one I love?’*  4 Scarcely had I passed by them When I found the one I love.* I held on to him, I would not let him go Until I brought him into my mother’s house, Into the interior room of her who conceived me.  5 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem, By the gazelles and the does of the field: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.”  6 “What is this coming up from the wilderness like columns of smoke, Perfumed with myrrh and frankincense, With all the fragrant powders of a merchant?”  7 “Look! It is the couch belonging to Solʹo·mon. Sixty mighty men surround it, Of the mighty men of Israel,  8 All of them armed with a sword, All trained in warfare, Each with his sword at his side To guard against the terrors of the night.”  9 “It is the royal litter* of King Solʹo·mon That he made for himself from the trees of Lebʹa·non. 10 Its pillars he made of silver, Its supports of gold. Its seat is of purple wool; Its interior was lovingly decorated By the daughters of Jerusalem.” 11 “Go out, O daughters of Zion, Gaze at King Solʹo·mon Wearing the wedding crown* his mother made for him On the day of his marriage, On the day of his heart’s rejoicing.” 
4 “Look! You are beautiful, my beloved. Look! You are beautiful. Your eyes are those of doves behind your veil. Your hair is like a flock of goats Streaming down the mountains of Gilʹe·ad.  2 Your teeth are like a flock of newly shorn sheep That have come up from being washed, All of them bearing twins, And not one has lost her young.  3 Your lips are like a scarlet thread, And your speech is delightful. Like a segment of pomegranate Are your cheeks* behind your veil.  4 Your neck is like the tower of David, Built with courses of stone Upon which are hung a thousand shields, All the circular shields of the mighty men.  5 Your two breasts are like two fawns, The twins of a gazelle, That feed among the lilies.”  6 “Until the day grows breezy* and the shadows flee, I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh And to the hill of frankincense.”  7 “You are altogether beautiful, my beloved, There is no blemish in you.  8 Come with me from Lebʹa·non, my bride, Come with me from Lebʹa·non. Descend from the peak of A·maʹnah,* From the peak of Seʹnir, the peak of Herʹmon, From the lairs of lions, from the mountains of leopards.  9 You have captured my heart, my sister, my bride, You have captured my heart with one glance of your eyes, With one pendant of your necklace. 10 How beautiful your expressions of affection are, my sister, my bride! Your expressions of affection are far better than wine, And the fragrance of your perfume than any spice! 11 Your lips, my bride, drip with comb honey. Honey and milk are under your tongue, And the fragrance of your garments is like the fragrance of Lebʹa·non. 12 My sister, my bride, is like a locked garden, A locked garden, a spring sealed shut. 13 Your shoots* are a paradise* of pomegranates With the choicest fruits, with henna along with spikenard plants, 14 Spikenard and saffron, cane* and cinnamon, With all sorts of trees of frankincense, myrrh, and aloes, Along with all the finest perfumes. 15 You are a garden spring, a well of fresh water, And flowing streams from Lebʹa·non. 16 Awake, O north wind; Come in, O south wind. Breathe* upon my garden. Let its fragrance spread.” “Let my dear one come into his garden And eat its choicest fruits.” 
5 “I have entered my garden, O my sister, my bride. I have picked my myrrh and my spice. I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; I have drunk my wine and my milk.” “Eat, dear friends! Drink and become intoxicated with expressions of affection!”  2 “I am asleep, but my heart is awake. There is the sound of my dear one knocking!” “Open to me, O my sister, my beloved, My dove, my flawless one! For my head is wet with dew, The locks of my hair with the moisture of the night.”  3 “‘I have taken off my robe. Must I put it back on? I have washed my feet. Must I soil them again?’  4 My dear one withdrew his hand from the hole of the door, And my feelings for him were stirred.  5 I got up to open to my dear one; My hands dripped with myrrh, And my fingers with liquid myrrh, Onto the handles of the lock.  6 I opened to my dear one, But my dear one had turned away, he had gone. I felt despair* when he departed.* I sought him, but I did not find him. I called him, but he did not answer me.  7 The watchmen making their rounds in the city found me. They struck me, they wounded me. The watchmen of the walls took my shawl* away from me.  8 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem: If you find my dear one, Tell him that I am lovesick.”  9 “How is your dear one better than any other dear one, You most beautiful of women? How is your dear one better than any other dear one, That you put us under such an oath?” 10 “My dear one is dazzling and ruddy; He stands out among ten thousand. 11 His head is gold, the finest gold. The locks of his hair are like waving palm fronds,* As black as the raven. 12 His eyes are like doves by streams of water, Bathing themselves in milk, Sitting by a brimming pool.* 13 His cheeks are like a bed of spices, Mounds of scented herbs. His lips are lilies, dripping with liquid myrrh. 14 His hands are cylinders of gold, set with chrysʹo·lite. His abdomen is polished ivory covered with sapphires. 15 His legs are pillars of marble set on pedestals of the finest gold. His appearance is like Lebʹa·non, as unrivaled as the cedars. 16 His mouth* is sweetness itself, And everything about him is desirable. This is my dear one, this is my beloved, O daughters of Jerusalem.” 
6 “Where has your dear one gone, O most beautiful of women? Which way did your dear one turn? Let us seek him with you.”  2 “My dear one has gone down to his garden, To the beds of spice plants, To shepherd among the gardens And to pick lilies.  3 I am my dear one’s, And my dear one is mine. He is shepherding among the lilies.”  4 “You are as beautiful as Tirʹzah,* my beloved, As lovely as Jerusalem, As breathtaking as armies around their banners.  5 Turn your eyes away from me, For they overwhelm me. Your hair is like a flock of goats Streaming down the slopes of Gilʹe·ad.  6 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep That have come up from being washed, All of them bearing twins, And not one has lost her young.  7 Like a segment of pomegranate Are your cheeks* behind your veil.  8 There may be 60 queens And 80 concubines And young women without number.  9 But only one is my dove, my flawless one. The only one of her mother. She is the favorite* of the one who bore her. The daughters see her, and they pronounce her happy; Queens and concubines, and they praise her. 10 ‘Who is she who shines* like the dawn, As beautiful as the full moon, As pure as the sunlight, As breathtaking as armies around their banners?’” 11 “I went down to the garden of nut trees To see the new growth in the valley,* To see whether the vine had sprouted,* Whether the pomegranate trees had blossomed. 12 Before I knew it, My desire* had put me At the chariots of my noble* people.” 13 “Return, return, O Shuʹlam·mite! Return, return, That we may look upon you!” “Why do you gaze upon the Shuʹlam·mite?” “She is like the dance of two companies!”* 
7 “How beautiful your feet are in your sandals, O noble daughter! The curves of your thighs are like ornaments, The work of an artisan’s hands.  2 Your navel is a round bowl. May it never lack mixed wine. Your belly is a heap of wheat, Encircled by lilies.  3 Your two breasts are like two fawns, The twins of a gazelle.  4 Your neck is like an ivory tower. Your eyes are like the pools in Heshʹbon, By the gate of Bath-rabʹbim. Your nose is like the tower of Lebʹa·non, Which looks toward Damascus.  5 Your head crowns you like Carʹmel, And the locks of your hair* are like purple wool. The king is captivated* by the flowing tresses.  6 How beautiful you are, and how pleasant you are, O beloved girl, above all exquisite delights!  7 Your stature is like a palm tree, And your breasts are like date clusters.  8 I said, ‘I will climb the palm tree To take hold of its stalks of fruit.’ May your breasts be like clusters of grapes, Your breath as fragrant as apples,  9 And your mouth* like the best wine.” “May it go down smoothly for my dear one, Softly flowing over the lips of those asleep. 10 I am my dear one’s, And his desire is for me. 11 Come, O my dear one, Let us go out to the fields; Let us lodge among the henna plants. 12 Let us rise early and go to the vineyards To see if the vine has sprouted,* If the blossoms have opened, If the pomegranates are in bloom. There I will express my affection for you. 13 The mandrakes give off their fragrance; At our doors are all sorts of choice fruits. The new as well as the old, O my dear one, I have kept in store for you. 
8 “If only you were like my brother, Who nursed at my mother’s breasts! Then if I found you outside, I would kiss you, And no one would despise me.  2 I would lead you; I would bring you into the house of my mother, She who taught me. I would give you spiced wine to drink, The fresh juice of pomegranates.  3 His left hand would be under my head, And his right hand would embrace me.  4 I put you under oath, O daughters of Jerusalem: Do not try to awaken or arouse love in me until it feels inclined.”  5 “Who is this coming up from the wilderness, Leaning upon her dear one?” “Under the apple tree I awakened you. There your mother was in labor with you. There she who gave birth to you was in labor.  6 Place me as a seal upon your heart, As a seal upon your arm, For love is as strong as death is, And exclusive devotion is as unyielding as the Grave.* Its flames are a blazing fire, the flame of Jah.*  7 Surging waters cannot extinguish love, Nor can rivers wash it away. If a man would offer all the wealth of his house for love, It* would be utterly despised.”  8 “We have a little sister, And she has no breasts. What will we do for our sister On the day when she is spoken for?”  9 “If she is a wall, We will build upon her a battlement of silver, But if she is a door, We will board her up with a cedar plank.” 10 “I am a wall, And my breasts are like towers. So in his eyes I have become As one who finds peace. 11 Solʹo·mon had a vineyard in Baʹal-haʹmon. He entrusted the vineyard to caretakers. Each one would bring in a thousand pieces of silver for its fruit. 12 I have my own vineyard at my disposal. The thousand pieces of silver* belong to you, O Solʹo·mon, And two hundred to those who care for its fruit.” 13 “O you who are dwelling in the gardens, The companions listen for your voice. Let me hear it.” 14 “Hurry, my dear one, And be swift like a gazelle Or a young stag Upon the mountains of spices.”

Or “The superlative song.”
Lit., “Draw me after you.”
Or “recount.”
That is, the young women.
Lit., “black.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “a veil of mourning.”
Or “my.”
Or possibly, “among the braids of hair.”
Or “circlets.”
Lit., “spikenard.”
Or “handsome.”
Or “grand house.”
Or “crocus.”
Lit., “the house of wine.”
Or “rainy season.”
Lit., “the day breathes.”
Or possibly, “the cleft mountains.” Or “the mountains of Bether.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “my soul loves.”
Or “my soul loves.”
A covered couch used to carry a person of importance.
Or “the wreath; the garland.”
Or “temples.”
Lit., “the day breathes.”
Or “Anti-Lebanon.”
Or possibly, “skin.”
Or “garden.”
An aromatic reed.
Or “Blow gently.”
Or “My soul went out.”
Or possibly, “My soul left me when he spoke.”
Or “veil.”
Or possibly, “like date clusters.”
Or possibly, “the fountain rims.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “Pleasant City.”
Or “temples.”
Lit., “the pure one.”
Lit., “looks down.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “budded.”
Or “soul.”
Or “willing.”
Or “dance of Mahanaim.”
Lit., “your head.”
Or “held bound.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “budded.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or possibly, “He.”
Lit., “The thousand.”
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RESURRECTION

When God brings a person who has died back to life, it is
called a resurrection. Nine resurrections are mentioned
in the Bible. Elijah, Elisha, Jesus, Peter, and Paul all
performed resurrections. These miracles were possible
only because of God’s power. Jehovah promises to
resurrect “both the righteous and the unrighteous” to
life on earth. (Acts 24:15) The Bible also mentions a
resurrection to heaven. This takes place when those who
are chosen, or anointed, by God are resurrected to live in
heaven with Jesus.—John 5:28, 29; 11:25; Philippians 3:11;
Revelation 20:5, 6.

» Chap. 9, par. 13
DEMONISM (SPIRITISM)

Demonism or spiritism is the bad practice of trying to
communicate with spirits, either directly or through
someone else, such as a witch doctor, a medium, or a
psychic. People who practice spiritism do this because
they believe the false teaching that spirits of humans
survive death and become powerful ghosts. The demons
also try to influence humans to disobey God. Astrology,
divination, magic, witchcraft, superstitions, the occult,
and the supernatural are also part of demonism. Many
books, magazines, horoscopes, movies, posters, and even
songs make the demons, magic, and the supernatural
seem harmless or exciting. Many funeral customs, such
as sacrifices for the dead, funeral celebrations, funeral
anniversaries, widowhood rites, and some wake rituals,
also include contact with the demons. People often use
drugs when trying to use the power of the demons.
—Galatians 5:20; Revelation 21:8.

» Chap. 10, par. 10; Chap. 16, par. 4
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WICKED ANGELS

TRY TO HARM US

“We may not be overreached by Satan, for we are
not ignorant of his designs.”—2 Corinthians 2:11

Who are the demons, and why are they harmful?

Revelation 12:9

An angel rebelled against
Jehovah. He is called Satan.
Genesis 6:2

In Noah'’s time, some
angels rebelled and

came to the earth.

Matthew 9:34
Those angels joined
Satan’s rebellion and
became demons.

Deuteronomy 18:10, 11
The demons try to trick
people and harm them any
way they can.

YOU CAN RESIST SATAN

AND THE DEMONS

“Oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.”

—James 4:7

How can you have Jehovah’s help in resisting

Satan and the demons?

Acts 19:19

Get rid of all items connected
with demonism that make
magic, demons, or the
supernatural seem

harmless or exciting.

Ephesians 6:16, 18

Build your faith by studying
the Bible, and pray for God’s
protection.

Proverbs 18:10

Use Jehovah’s name.
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