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Why It Matters
Many people reject God because they blame him for suffering.
To Think About
Directly or indirectly, many religious leaders have taught that God is the cause of our suffering. For example, some say the following:

• Natural disasters are punishment from God.
• Children die because God needs more angels in heaven.
• God takes sides in wars—a cause of great suffering.

But is it possible that religious leaders have misrepresented God? What if God has rejected them?
Picture on page 6: [Image:] A priest holding a Bible as he conducts a sermon before mourners in a church.
What the Bible Says
God does not cause our suffering.
If he did so, it would be contrary to his qualities as revealed in the Bible. For example:

“All [God’s] ways are justice.... Righteous and upright is he.”—Deuteronomy 32:4.
“It is unthinkable for the true God to act wickedly, for the Almighty to do wrong!”—Job 34:10.
“The Almighty does not pervert justice.”—Job 34:12.

God rejects religion that misrepresents him.
This includes religions that teach that God causes our suffering and those that are involved with warfare and violence.

“The prophets are prophesying lies in my [God’s] name. I have not sent them or commanded them or spoken to them. A lying vision and ... the deceit of their own heart is what they are prophesying to you.”—Jeremiah 14:14.

Jesus denounced religious hypocrisy.

“Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works in your name?’ And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’”—Matthew 7:21-23.

Box on page 7
[Box.] Is God to Blame for Our Suffering?

Suppose a father raises his children and provides well for them. Later, one son rebels, moves out of the home, and chooses a self-destructive lifestyle. Would the father be responsible for his son’s conduct? Could the son blame his father for negative consequences that he experiences? In a similar way, we cannot blame God for our suffering.

But does this mean that we are to blame for it?
See question 2. [End of Box.]

Learn More:
Watch the video Why Study the Bible? on jw.org.


