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Preaching in a market in Sierra Leone






Sample Presentations




AWAKE!




[image: Awake! No. 6 2017 | Is the World Out of Control?]


Question: Why is the world spinning out of control?

Scripture: Jer 10:23

Offer: This magazine explains why millions of people believe in a bright future.







AWAKE!


Question: Does God have a name?

Scripture: Ps 83:18

Offer: This article discusses what God’s name means and why we should use that name. [Open to the article “The Bible’s Viewpoint​—God’s Name.”]






TEACH THE TRUTH




[image: An open Bible]


Question: Will there ever be an end to the enemy death?

Scripture: 1Co 15:26

Truth: Jehovah will remove death permanently.







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (Jer. 10:23) I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.



^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (1 Cor. 15:26) And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing.








December 4-10

ZEPHANIAH 1–HAGGAI 2





	  Song 27 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Seek Jehovah Before His Day of Anger”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Zephaniah.]



	Zep 2:2, 3​—Seek Jehovah, seek righteousness, seek meekness (w01 2/15 18-19 ¶5-7)



	[Play the video Introduction to Haggai.]







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Zep 1:8​—What warning do we find in this verse? (w07 11/15 11 ¶3)



	Hag 2:9​—In what ways was the glory of Zerubbabel’s temple greater than that of Solomon’s temple? (w07 12/1 9 ¶3)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Hag 2:1-14










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion based on “Sample Presentations.” Play each presentation video, and then discuss the highlights. Encourage publishers to give wide distribution of Awake! No. 6 2017. However, because we desire to speak directly with people, we should not leave the current magazine at not-at-homes.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 23



	  Local Needs: (5 min.)



	  The Pure Language Promotes Peace and Unity (Zep 3:9): (10 min.) Discussion based on the August 15, 2012, Watchtower, page 12, paragraph 4. Play the video Former Enemies Who Became Friends.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 22 ¶8-16



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 22 and Prayer















^ (Zeph. 2:2, 3) Before the decree takes effect, Before the day passes by like chaff, Before the burning anger of Jehovah comes upon you, Before the day of Jehovah’s anger comes upon you,  3 Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”


^ (Zeph. 1:8) “On the day of Jehovah’s sacrifice I will call to account the princes, The sons of the king, and all those wearing foreign clothing.



^ (Hag. 2:9) “‘The future glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says Jehovah of armies. “‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares Jehovah of armies.”



^ (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”








[image: Zephaniah talks to Israelites]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ZEPHANIAH 1–HAGGAI 2

Seek Jehovah Before His Day of Anger





Zep 2:2, 3

In order for Jehovah to conceal us on the day of his anger, we must do more than dedicate ourselves to him. We must obey the direction that Zephaniah gave to the Israelites.

	  Seek Jehovah: Maintain a warm personal relationship with Jehovah in association with his organization



	  Seek righteousness: Uphold Jehovah’s righteous standards



	  Seek meekness: Humbly submit to God’s will and accept his discipline





How might I seek Jehovah, righteousness, and meekness to a greater degree?









^ (Zeph. 2:2, 3) Before the decree takes effect, Before the day passes by like chaff, Before the burning anger of Jehovah comes upon you, Before the day of Jehovah’s anger comes upon you,  3 Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”







December 11-17

ZECHARIAH 1-8





	  Song 26 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Zechariah.]



	Zec 8:20-22​—People of all the languages of the nations seek Jehovah’s favor (w14 11/15 27 ¶14)



	Zec 8:23​—Those with an earthly hope willingly accompany and support the anointed remnant (w16.01 23 ¶4; w09 2/15 27 ¶14)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Zec 5:6-11​—What is our responsibility regarding wickedness today? (w17.10 25 ¶18)



	Zec 6:1​—What do the two copper mountains represent? (w17.10 27-28 ¶7-8)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Zec 8:14-23










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.6 cover​—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.6​—The magazine was placed on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a return visit, and lay the groundwork for the next visit.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 5 ¶1-2.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 70



	  “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry​—Contacting Everyone in Our Territory”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Preaching in “the Most Distant Part of the Earth.”



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 22 ¶17-24, review box “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 139 and Prayer















^ (Zech. 8:20-22) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘It will yet come to pass that peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will come; 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to those of another and say: “Let us earnestly go to beg for the favor* of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I am also going.” 22 And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor* of Jehovah.’

Or “soften the face.”
Or “soften the face.”


^ (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^ (Zech. 5:6-11) So I asked: “What is it?” He replied: “This is the eʹphah container* that is going out.” He continued: “This is their appearance in all the earth.” 7 And I saw that the round lid of lead was lifted up, and there was a woman sitting inside the container. 8 So he said: “This is Wickedness.” Then he threw her back into the eʹphah container, after which he thrust the lead weight over its mouth. 9 Then I looked up and saw two women coming forward, and they were soaring in the wind. They had wings like the wings of a stork. And they lifted up the container between the earth and heaven. 10 So I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “Where are they taking the eʹphah container?” 11 He replied: “To the land of Shiʹnar* to build her a house; and when it is prepared, she will be deposited there in her proper place.”

Lit., “the ephah,” here referring to a container or basket used to measure an ephah. An ephah equaled 22 L (20 dry qt). See App. B14.
That is, Babylonia.


^ (Zech. 6:1) Then I looked up again and saw four chariots coming from between two mountains, and the mountains were of copper.



^ (Zech. 8:14-23) “For this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘“Just as I had determined to bring calamity on you because your forefathers made me indignant,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I felt no regret, 15 so at this time I have determined to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do not be afraid!”’ 16 “‘These are the things you should do: Speak the truth with one another, and the judgments in your gates must promote truth and peace. 17 Do not scheme calamity against one another in your hearts, and do not love any false oath; for these are all things that I hate,’ declares Jehovah.” 18 The word of Jehovah of armies again came to me, saying: 19 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth month, the fast of the seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month will be occasions for exultation and joy for the house of Judah—festivals of rejoicing. So love truth and peace.’ 20 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘It will yet come to pass that peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will come; 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to those of another and say: “Let us earnestly go to beg for the favor* of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I am also going.” 22 And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor* of Jehovah.’ 23 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “soften the face.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”








[image: A man takes hold of a Jew’s robe]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ZECHARIAH 1-8

“Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew”





8:20-23

Ten men out of all the languages of the nations would take firm hold of the robe of a Jew, saying: “We want to go with you.” During these last days, people of all nations are flocking to worship Jehovah along with anointed Christians

What are some ways in which the other sheep support the anointed today?

	

[image: Two of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the ministry]


  They wholeheartedly share in the preaching work



	

[image: Putting money in a contribution box]


  They wholeheartedly support the work financially













^ (Zech. 8:20-23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘It will yet come to pass that peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will come; 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to those of another and say: “Let us earnestly go to beg for the favor* of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I am also going.” 22 And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor* of Jehovah.’ 23 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “soften the face.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”








[image: A sister in Namibia with an older woman]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Improving Our Skills in the Ministry​—Contacting Everyone in Our Territory





WHY IMPORTANT: Zechariah prophesied that people out of all the languages of the nations would respond favorably to the good news. (Zec 8:23) But who will teach them? (Ro 10:13-15) We have the privilege and responsibility to share the good news with everyone in our territory.​—od 84 ¶10-11.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare. Do you encounter people who speak another language? You can use the JW Language app to learn a simple presentation. Or using your mobile device, you can show a person how he can find more information in his language on jw.org



	  Be observant. If you are working from house to house, do not overlook opportunities to witness to passersby or those waiting in cars. If you are involved in public witnessing, stay focused on your objective to give a witness



	  Be diligent. Keep trying to reach those who are not at home initially. Make an effort to contact someone at every residence, perhaps at a different time of the day or on a different day of the week. Some householders may need to be contacted by letter, telephone, or street witnessing



	  Follow through. Return promptly to follow up on any interest shown. If the person speaks a different language, try to find someone who is qualified to help him in his language. You should continue calling on the person until he is contacted by publishers who speak his language.​—od 94 ¶39-40





WATCH THE VIDEO PREACHING IN “THE MOST DISTANT PART OF THE EARTH,” AND THEN CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	

[image: A group plans a special witnessing trip in Namibia]


  What preparations did the brothers and sisters make to contact people in remote territory? (1Co 9:22, 23)



	

[image: Vehicles travel to unassigned territory in Namibia]


  What obstacles did they have to overcome?



	

[image: Children in Namibia enjoy videos on jw.org]


  What blessings did they enjoy?



	  What efforts can you make to contact more people in your territory?





The service overseer should make sure that all the congregation’s territory is regularly covered. Some bodies of elders have organized special days during the month so that publishers can spend an entire day working in an area that is not frequently covered.













^ (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^ (Rom. 10:13-15) For “everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah* will be saved.” 14 However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach? 15 How, in turn, will they preach unless they have been sent out? Just as it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who declare good news of good things!”

See App. A5.


^ (1 Cor. 9:22, 23) To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.








December 18-24

ZECHARIAH 9-14





	  Song 8 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Stay in ‘the Valley of the Mountains’”: (10 min.)

	Zec 14:3, 4​—The “very great valley” represents divine protection (w13 2/15 19 ¶10)



	Zec 14:5​—Those who “flee to the valley” and stay there will be protected (w13 2/15 20 ¶13)



	Zec 14:6, 7, 12, 15​—Those outside Jehovah’s valley of protection will be destroyed (w13 2/15 20 ¶15)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Zec 12:3​—How does Jehovah “make Jerusalem a heavy stone”? (w07 12/15 22-23 ¶9-10)



	Zec 12:7​—How will Jehovah “save the tents of Judah first”? (w07 12/15 25 ¶13)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Zec 12:1-14










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) g17.6 14-15​—Invite the person to our meetings.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) g17.6​—Pages 14 and 15 of the magazine were considered on the preceding visit. Demonstrate a return visit, and invite the person to our meetings.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 5​—Invite the person to our meetings.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 68



	  Organizational Accomplishments: (7 min.) Play the Organizational Accomplishments video for December.



	  “New Feature of the Midweek Meeting”: (8 min.) Discussion. Show the silent video Bethphage, the Mount of Olives, and Jerusalem.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy pp. 6-7



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 13 and Prayer















^ (Zech. 14:3, 4) “Jehovah will go out and war against those nations as when he fights in the day of a battle. 4 In that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in half, from east* to west,* forming a very great valley; and half of the mountain will move to the north, and half of it to the south.

Or “the sunrise.”
Lit., “the sea.”


^ (Zech. 14:5) You will flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains will extend all the way to Aʹzel. You will have to flee, just as you fled because of the earthquake in the days of King Uz·ziʹah of Judah. And Jehovah my God will come, and all the holy ones will be with him.



^ (Zech. 14:6, 7) “In that day there will be no precious light—things will be congealed.* 7 And it will become one day that is known as belonging to Jehovah. It will not be day, nor will it be night; and at evening time there will be light.

Or “immobilized,” as if stiffened by cold.


^ (Zech. 14:12) “And this is the scourge with which Jehovah will scourge all the peoples who wage war against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot away while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will rot away in their mouths.



^ (Zech. 14:15) “And a scourge like that scourge will also come against the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and all the livestock that are in those camps.



^ (Zech. 12:3) In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her.

Or “burdensome.”


^ (Zech. 12:7) “And Jehovah will save the tents of Judah first, so that the beauty* of the house of David and the beauty* of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be too great over Judah.

Or “splendor.”
Or “splendor.”








[image: People walk through “the valley of the mountains”]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ZECHARIAH 9-14

Stay in “the Valley of the Mountains”





14:3-5

Jehovah formed “a very great valley” in 1914 when he established the Messianic Kingdom, a subsidiary “mountain” to his universal sovereignty. Since 1919, God’s servants have found safety in “the valley of the mountains”

How do people “flee to the valley” of protection?

14:12, 15

Anyone outside the symbolic valley will be destroyed at Armageddon

How do I stay in the valley of protection?









^ (Zech. 14:3-5) “Jehovah will go out and war against those nations as when he fights in the day of a battle. 4 In that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in half, from east* to west,* forming a very great valley; and half of the mountain will move to the north, and half of it to the south. 5 You will flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains will extend all the way to Aʹzel. You will have to flee, just as you fled because of the earthquake in the days of King Uz·ziʹah of Judah. And Jehovah my God will come, and all the holy ones will be with him.

Or “the sunrise.”
Lit., “the sea.”


^ (Zech. 14:12) “And this is the scourge with which Jehovah will scourge all the peoples who wage war against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot away while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will rot away in their mouths.



^ (Zech. 14:15) “And a scourge like that scourge will also come against the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and all the livestock that are in those camps.









[image: The Gospel of Matthew in the online study edition of the New World Translation]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

New Feature of the Midweek Meeting





Beginning in January 2018, the midweek meeting will include study notes and media from the online study edition of the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures (nwtsty), even if the study edition is not yet available in your language. No doubt this information will enrich your meeting preparation. More important, may it draw you ever closer to our loving Father, Jehovah!

STUDY NOTES


The study notes provide cultural, geographic, and linguistic insight into many Bible verses.

Matthew 12:20

Smoldering wick: A common household lamp was a small earthenware vessel filled with olive oil. A flax wick drew the oil up to feed the flame. The Greek expression “smoldering wick” may refer to a wick that gives off smoke because an ember is still present but the flame is fading or is extinguished. The prophecy of Isaiah 42:3 foretold Jesus’ compassion; he would never extinguish the last spark of hope in humble and downtrodden people.

Matthew 26:13

Truly: Greek, a·menʹ, a transliteration of the Hebrew ʼa·menʹ, meaning “so be it,” or “surely.” Jesus frequently uses this expression to preface a statement, a promise, or a prophecy, thereby emphasizing its absolute truthfulness and reliability. Jesus’ use of “truly,” or amen, in this way is said to be unique in sacred literature. When repeated in succession (a·menʹ a·menʹ), as is the case throughout the Gospel of John, Jesus’ expression is translated “most truly.”​—Joh 1:51.





MEDIA


Photos, artwork, and silent videos and animations illustrate various details recorded in the Bible.

Bethphage, the Mount of Olives, and Jerusalem

This short video follows a path approaching Jerusalem from the east, from the village of modern-day et-Tur​—thought to correspond to the Biblical Bethphage—​to one of the higher points on the Mount of Olives. Bethany lies east of Bethphage on the eastern slope of the Mount of Olives. When in Jerusalem, Jesus and his disciples customarily spent the night at Bethany, today marked by the town of el-ʽAzariyeh (El ʽEizariya), an Arabic name meaning “The Place of Lazarus.” Jesus undoubtedly stayed at the home of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. (Mt 21:17; Mr 11:11; Lu 21:37; Joh 11:1) When traveling from their home to Jerusalem, Jesus may have followed a route similar to the one shown in the video. On Nisan 9, 33 C.E., when Jesus rode the colt of a donkey over the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem, he may well have done so from Bethphage, following the road to Jerusalem.



[image: A route Jesus may have followed from Bethany to Jerusalem]
	               Road from Bethany to Bethphage



	               Bethphage



	               Mount of Olives



	               Kidron Valley



	               Temple Mount









Nail in a Heel Bone



[image: A human heel bone pierced by a nail]


This is a photograph of a replica of a human heel bone pierced by an iron nail that was 11.5 cm (4.5 in.) long. The original artifact was found in 1968, during excavations in northern Jerusalem, and dates to Roman times. It provides archaeological evidence that nails were likely used in executions to fasten the person to a wooden stake. This nail may be similar to the nails employed by the Roman soldiers to fasten Jesus Christ to the stake. The artifact was found in a stone box, called an ossuary, into which the dried bones of a deceased person were placed after the flesh had decomposed. This indicates that someone executed on a stake could be given a burial.​—Mt 27:35.















^ (Matt. 12:20) No bruised reed will he crush, and no smoldering wick will he extinguish, until he brings justice with success.



^ (Isa. 42:3) No crushed reed will he break, And no smoldering wick will he extinguish. In faithfulness he will bring justice.



^ (Matt. 26:13) Truly I say to you, wherever this good news is preached in all the world, what this woman did will also be told in memory of her.”



^ (John 1:51) He then said to him: “Most truly I say to you men, you will see heaven opened up and the angels of God ascending and descending to the Son of man.”



^ (Matt. 21:17) And leaving them behind, he went out of the city to Bethʹa·ny and spent the night there.



^ (Mark 11:11) And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple, and he looked around at everything, but since the hour was already late, he went out to Bethʹa·ny with the Twelve.



^ (Luke 21:37) So by day he would be teaching in the temple, but by night he would go out and lodge on the mountain called the Mount of Olives.



^ (John 11:1) Now a man named Lazʹa·rus was sick; he was from Bethʹa·ny, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.



^ (Matt. 27:35) When they had nailed him to the stake, they distributed his outer garments by casting lots,








December 25-31

MALACHI 1-4





	  Song 131 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Does Your Marriage Please Jehovah?”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Malachi.]



	Mal 2:13, 14​—Jehovah despises marital treachery (jd 125-126 ¶4-5)



	Mal 2:15, 16​—Stay loyal to your marriage mate (w02 5/1 18 ¶19)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Mal 1:10​—Why must our acts of worship be motivated by unselfish love for God and neighbor? (w07 12/15 27 ¶1)



	Mal 3:1​—How was this verse fulfilled in the first century and in modern times? (w13 7/15 10-11 ¶5-6)



	What has this week’s Bible reading taught you about Jehovah?



	What other spiritual gems have you discovered in this week’s Bible reading?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mal 1:1-10










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) 1Co 15:26​—Teach the Truth.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Isa 26:19; 2Co 1:3, 4​—Teach the Truth. (See mwb16.08 8 ¶2.)



	  Talk: (6 min. or less) w07 12/15 28 ¶1​—Theme: How Do We Bring the Entire Tithe Into the Storehouse Today?










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 132



	  “What Is True Love?”: (15 min.) Questions and answers.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 1



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 96 and Prayer















^ (Mal. 2:13, 14) “And there is another* thing that you do, which results in covering the altar of Jehovah with tears and with weeping and sighing, so that he no longer pays attention to your gift offering or looks favorably on anything from your hand. 14 And you say, ‘For what reason?’ It is because Jehovah has acted as a witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously, although she is your partner and your wife by covenant.*

Lit., “a second.”
Or “your legal wife.”


^ (Mal. 2:15, 16) But there was one who did not do it, for he had what remained of the spirit. And what was that one seeking? The offspring* of God. So guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and do not deal treacherously with the wife of your youth. 16 For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”


^ (Mal. 1:10) “And who among you is willing to shut the doors?* For you will not even light my altar without charge. I find no delight in you,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I take no pleasure in any gift offering from your hand.”

Evidently, the doors of the temple, as a duty.


^ (Mal. 3:1) “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will clear up* a way before me. And suddenly the true Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant will come, in whom you take delight. Look! He will certainly come,” says Jehovah of armies.

Or “prepare.”


^ (Mal. 1:1-10) A pronouncement: The word of Jehovah to Israel through Malʹa·chi:* 2 “I have shown love to you people,” says Jehovah. But you say: “How have you shown us love?” “Was not Eʹsau the brother of Jacob?” declares Jehovah. “But I loved Jacob, 3 and Eʹsau I hated; and I made his mountains desolate and left his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.” 4 “Though Eʹdom says, ‘We have been shattered, but we will return and rebuild the ruins,’ this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘They will build, but I will tear down, and they will be called “the territory of wickedness” and “the people whom Jehovah has forever condemned.” 5 Your own eyes will see it, and you will say: “May Jehovah be magnified over the territory of Israel.”’” 6 “‘A son honors a father, and a servant his master. So if I am a father, where is the honor due me? And if I am a master,* where is the fear* due me?’ Jehovah of armies says to you priests who are despising my name. “‘But you say: “How have we despised your name?”’ 7 “‘By presenting polluted food* on my altar.’ “‘And you say: “How have we polluted you?”’ “‘By saying: “The table of Jehovah is something to be despised.” 8 And when you present a blind animal as a sacrifice, you say: “It is nothing bad.” And when you present a lame animal or a sick one: “It is nothing bad.”’” “Try presenting them, please, to your governor. Will he be pleased with you or receive you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies. 9 “And now, please, appeal to* God, that he may show us favor. With such offerings from your own hand, will he receive any of you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies. 10 “And who among you is willing to shut the doors?* For you will not even light my altar without charge. I find no delight in you,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I take no pleasure in any gift offering from your hand.”

Meaning “My Messenger.”
Or “grand master.”
Or “respect.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “soften the face of.”
Evidently, the doors of the temple, as a duty.


^ (1 Cor. 15:26) And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing.



^ (Isa. 26:19) “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.*

Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”


^ (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts* us in all our trials* so that we may be able to comfort others in any sort of trial* with the comfort that we receive from God.

Or “encourages.”
Or “tribulation.”
Or “tribulation.”








[image: An Israelite man walks away from his wife]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | MALACHI 1-4

Does Your Marriage Please Jehovah?





2:13-16

	  In Malachi’s day, many Israelites obtained a divorce for frivolous reasons. Jehovah did not accept the worship of those who dealt treacherously with their mate



	  Jehovah blessed those who treated their mate honorably





How can marriage mates today remain loyal with regard to their . . .

	thoughts?



	eyes?



	speech?













^ (Mal. 2:13-16) “And there is another* thing that you do, which results in covering the altar of Jehovah with tears and with weeping and sighing, so that he no longer pays attention to your gift offering or looks favorably on anything from your hand. 14 And you say, ‘For what reason?’ It is because Jehovah has acted as a witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously, although she is your partner and your wife by covenant.* 15 But there was one who did not do it, for he had what remained of the spirit. And what was that one seeking? The offspring* of God. So guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and do not deal treacherously with the wife of your youth. 16 For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously.

Lit., “a second.”
Or “your legal wife.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

What Is True Love?





Jehovah designed marriage to be a permanent bond between a man and a woman. (Ge 2:22-24) Divorce would be an option only in cases of sexual immorality. (Mal 2:16; Mt 19:9) Since Jehovah wants marriages to be happy, he has provided principles that can help Christians to select a mate wisely and to maintain a happy marriage.​—Ec 5:4-6.

WATCH THE VIDEO WHAT IS TRUE LOVE?, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	

[image: Frank talks with his daughter, Liz]


  Why was the correction that Frank and Bonnie gave to their daughter, Liz, both wise and loving?



	  Why is it unwise to think that you can change the person you are courting?



	  What wise advice did Paul and Priscilla give to Liz?



	

[image: Zach and Megan at a congregation meeting]


  Why did problems develop in the marriage of Zach and Megan?



	

[image: Liz and John at a congregation meeting]


  What spiritual pursuits did John and Liz share in common?



	  Why should you get to know “the secret person of the heart” of someone before exchanging marriage vows with that person? (1Pe 3:4)



	  What is true love? (1Co 13:4-8)





Where can Christians find additional information regarding dating?


	  JW Broadcasting video series Preparing for Marriage



	  JW.ORG video Is It Love or Infatuation?



	  Questions Young People Ask​—Answers That Work, Volumes 1 and 2



	  Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses (Go to “Family Life,” then “Dating and Courtship.”)









Where can married couples find helpful counsel?


	  JW.ORG articles (Look under BIBLE TEACHINGS > HELP FOR THE FAMILY.)



	  Brochure Your Family Can Be Happy



	  Book The Secret of Family Happiness



	  Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses (Go to “Family Life,” then “Marriage.”)

















^ (Gen. 2:22-24) And Jehovah God built the rib that he had taken from the man into a woman, and he brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said: “This is at last bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh. This one will be called Woman, Because from man she was taken.” 24 That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^ (Mal. 2:16) For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously.

Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”


^ (Matt. 19:9) I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except on the grounds of sexual immorality,* and marries another commits adultery.”

Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.


^ (Eccl. 5:4-6) Whenever you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, for he finds no pleasure in the stupid ones. What you vow, pay. 5 Better for you not to vow than to vow and not pay. 6 Do not allow your mouth to cause you* to sin, and do not say before the angel* that it was a mistake. Why make the true God indignant over what you say so that he has to destroy the work of your hands?

Lit., “your flesh.”
Or “messenger.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:4) but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.



^ (1 Cor. 13:4-8) Love is patient* and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up, 5 does not behave indecently,* does not look for its own interests, does not become provoked. It does not keep account of the injury.* 6 It does not rejoice over unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 8 Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues,* they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.

Or “long-suffering.”
Or “is not rude.”
Or “of wrongs.”
That is, miraculous speaking in other languages.
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^ ***g17 No. 6 pp. 14-15 God’s Name***


THE BIBLE’S VIEWPOINT

God’s Name


Millions of people address God using respectful titles, such as Lord, the Eternal, Allah, or simply God. However, God has a personal name. Should you use it?




What is God’s name?

WHAT SOME PEOPLE SAY



Many professed Christians believe that God’s name is Jesus. Others claim that since there is only one Almighty God, using a personal name for him is unnecessary. Still others argue that using a proper name for God is inappropriate.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS



Almighty God’s name is not Jesus, since Jesus is not God Almighty. In fact, Jesus taught fellow worshippers to pray to God saying: “Father, let your name be sanctified.” (Luke 11:2) Jesus himself prayed to God: “Father, glorify your name.”​—John 12:28.

In the Bible, God declares: “I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else.” (Isaiah 42:8) “Jehovah” is an English translation of the four Hebrew consonants YHWH, which constitute the divine name. That name appears some 7,000 times in the Hebrew Scriptures.* It is used more often than any title, such as “God,” “Almighty,” or “Lord,” and more frequently than any other name, such as Abraham, Moses, or David.

Nowhere in the Bible does Jehovah prohibit the respectful use of his name. Instead, the Scriptures reveal that the divine name was freely used by God’s servants. They included it in the names they gave their children, such as Elijah, which means “My God Is Jehovah,” and Zechariah, which means “Jehovah Has Remembered.” And they did not hesitate to use God’s name in daily conversations.​—Ruth 2:4.

God wants us to use his name. We are encouraged to “give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name.” (Psalm 105:1) He even takes favorable note of those “meditating on his name.”​—Malachi 3:16.

“May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”​—Psalm 83:18.



What does God’s name mean?

Some scholars believe that in Hebrew the name Jehovah means “He Causes to Become.” That definition implies that God can cause himself or his creation to become whatever is needed to accomplish his will. Only the almighty Creator could live up to such a name.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU



Knowing God’s name will change the way you think about him. You will find it easier to draw close to him. After all, how can you be close to someone whose name you do not know? Why, the very fact that God has revealed his name to you shows that he wants you to draw close to him.​—James 4:8.

You can be certain that Jehovah will always live up to his name as a God who makes things happen. That is why the Bible states: “Those knowing your name will trust in you.” (Psalm 9:10) You develop that trust as you learn that Jehovah’s name is inseparably linked to his qualities, such as loyal love, mercy, compassion, and justice. (Exodus 34:5-7) How reassuring to know that while Jehovah will always keep his promises, he will never act contrary to his qualities.

Clearly, to know Almighty God by name is a privilege. It can open up blessings for you now and in the future. God promises: “I will protect him because he knows my name.”​—Psalm 91:14.

“Everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”​—Joel 2:32.





^ par. 9 Many Bible translations omit God’s name and replace it with the title “LORD” in capital letters, while others include God’s name only in select verses or footnotes. The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures uses the divine name extensively throughout the text.






^ (Luke 11:2) So he said to them: “Whenever you pray, say: ‘Father, let your name be sanctified.* Let your Kingdom come.

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”


^ (John 12:28) Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.”



^ (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”


^ (Ruth 2:4) Just then Boʹaz arrived from Bethʹle·hem and said to the harvesters: “Jehovah be with you.” And they replied: “Jehovah bless you.”



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ps. 9:10) Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.



^ (Ex. 34:5-7) Then Jehovah came down in the cloud and stationed himself with him there and declared the name of Jehovah. 6 Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Ps. 91:14) God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name.

Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”


^ (Joel 2:32) And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, just as Jehovah has said, The survivors whom Jehovah calls.”















^ (Zeph. 1:1-3:20) The word of Jehovah that came to Zeph·a·niʹah* son of Cushʹi son of Ged·a·liʹah son of Am·a·riʹah son of Hez·e·kiʹah in the days of Jo·siʹah son of Aʹmon the king of Judah:  2 “I will completely sweep away everything from the surface of the ground,” declares Jehovah.  3 “I will sweep away man and beast. I will sweep away the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, And the stumbling blocks* along with the wicked ones; And I will remove mankind from the surface of the ground,” declares Jehovah.  4 “I will stretch out my hand against Judah And against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, And I will wipe out from this place every vestige* of Baʹal, The name of the foreign-god priests along with the priests,  5 And those who bow down on the rooftops to the army of the heavens, And those who bow down and pledge loyalty to Jehovah While pledging loyalty to Malʹcam;  6 And those who turn away from following Jehovah And who do not seek Jehovah or inquire of him.”  7 Be silent before the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, for the day of Jehovah is near. Jehovah has prepared a sacrifice; he has sanctified those he invited.  8 “On the day of Jehovah’s sacrifice I will call to account the princes, The sons of the king, and all those wearing foreign clothing.  9 I will call to account everyone who climbs onto the platform* on that day, Those who fill their master’s house with violence and deception. 10 On that day,” declares Jehovah, “There will be the sound of an outcry from the Fish Gate, A wailing from the second quarter of the city, And a loud crash from the hills. 11 Wail, you inhabitants of Makʹtesh,* For all the tradesmen* have been done away with;* All those weighing out silver have been destroyed. 12 At that time I will carefully search Jerusalem with lamps, And I will call to account the complacent ones,* who say in their heart, ‘Jehovah will not do good, and he will not do bad.’ 13 Their wealth will be plundered and their houses will be devastated. They will build houses, but they will not occupy them; And they will plant vineyards, but they will not drink wine from them. 14 The great day of Jehovah is near! It is near and it is approaching very quickly!* The sound of the day of Jehovah is bitter. There a warrior cries out. 15 That day is a day of fury, A day of distress and anguish, A day of storm and desolation, A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick gloom, 16 A day of the horn and of the battle cry, Against the fortified cities and against the high corner towers. 17 I will cause distress to mankind, And they will walk like blind men, Because it is against Jehovah they have sinned. Their blood will be poured out like dust, And their flesh* like the dung. 18 Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them in the day of Jehovah’s fury; For by the fire of his zeal the whole earth will be consumed, Because he will make an extermination, indeed a terrible one, of all the inhabitants of the earth.” 
2 Gather together, yes, gather yourselves, O nation that feels no shame.  2 Before the decree takes effect, Before the day passes by like chaff, Before the burning anger of Jehovah comes upon you, Before the day of Jehovah’s anger comes upon you,  3 Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.  4 For Gazʹa will be an abandoned city; And Ashʹke·lon will be desolated. Ashʹdod will be driven away in broad daylight,* And Ekʹron will be uprooted.  5 “Woe to those who inhabit the seacoast, the nation of Cherʹe·thites! The word of Jehovah is against you. O Caʹnaan, land of the Phi·lisʹtines, I will destroy you, So that there will be no inhabitant left.  6 And the seacoast will become pasture grounds, With wells for shepherds and stone pens for sheep.  7 It will become a region for the remaining ones of the house of Judah; There they will feed. In the houses of Ashʹke·lon they will lie down in the evening. For Jehovah their God will turn his attention to them,* And he will gather back their captives.”  8 “I have heard the reproach by Moʹab and the insults of the Amʹmon·ites, Who have taunted my people and made boasts against their territory.  9 Therefore as surely as I am alive,” declares Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, “Moʹab will become just like Sodʹom, And the Amʹmon·ites like Go·morʹrah, A place of nettles, a salt pit, and a permanent wasteland. The remaining ones of my people will plunder them, And the remnant of my nation will dispossess them. 10 This is what they will have instead of their pride, Because they taunted and exalted themselves against the people of Jehovah of armies. 11 Jehovah will be awe-inspiring* against them; For he will bring to nothing* all the gods of the earth, And all the islands of the nations will bow down to* him, Each one from its place. 12 You E·thi·oʹpi·ans will also be slain by my sword. 13 He will stretch out his hand toward the north and destroy As·syrʹi·a, And he will make Ninʹe·veh desolate, as dry as a desert. 14 Herds will lie down within her, all sorts of wild animals.* Both pelican and porcupine will spend the night among her pillar capitals. A voice will sing in the window. There will be devastation at the threshold; For he will expose the cedar panels. 15 This is the proud city that was sitting in security, That was saying in her heart, ‘I am the one, and there is nobody else.’ How she has become an object of horror, A place for the wild animals to lie down! Everyone passing by her will whistle and shake his fist.” 
3 Woe to the rebellious, the polluted, the oppressive city!   2 She has obeyed no voice; she has accepted no discipline. In Jehovah she has not trusted; she has not drawn near to her God.  3 Her princes within her are roaring lions. Her judges are wolves in the night; They do not leave even a bone to gnaw until morning.  4 Her prophets are insolent, treacherous men. Her priests defile what is holy; They do violence to the law.  5 Jehovah is righteous in her midst; he does no wrong. Morning by morning he makes known his judgments, As unfailing as the daylight. But the unrighteous one knows no shame.  6 “I destroyed nations; their corner towers were left desolate. I devastated their streets, so that no one was passing through. Their cities were left in ruins, without a man, without an inhabitant.  7 I said, ‘Surely you will fear me and accept discipline,’* So that her dwelling place might not be destroyed —I must call her to account for* all these things. But they were all the more eager to act corruptly.  8 ‘So keep yourselves in expectation of* me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘Until the day when I rise up to take plunder,* For my judicial decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them my indignation, all my burning anger; For by the fire of my zeal the whole earth will be consumed.  9 For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’* 10 From the region of the rivers of E·thi·oʹpi·a, Those entreating me, the daughter of my scattered ones, will bring a gift to me. 11 On that day you will not be put to shame Because of all your deeds with which you rebelled against me, For then I will remove the haughty boasters from among you; And you will never again be haughty in my holy mountain. 12 I will allow a humble and lowly people to remain in your midst, And they will take refuge in the name of Jehovah. 13 Those remaining of Israel will practice no unrighteousness; They will not speak a lie, nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths; They will feed* and lie down, and no one will make them afraid.” 14 Shout joyfully, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O Israel! Be joyful and rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 Jehovah has removed the judgments against you. He has turned away your enemy. The King of Israel, Jehovah, is in your midst. You will fear calamity no more. 16 On that day it will be said to Jerusalem: “Do not be afraid, O Zion. Do not let your hands drop down. 17 Jehovah your God is in your midst. As a mighty One, he will save. He will exult over you with great joy. He will become silent* in his love. He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy. 18 I will gather together those grieving over their absence from your festivals; They were absent from you because of bearing reproach for her. 19 Look! At that time I will act against all those oppressing you; And I will save the one limping, And I will gather together the dispersed. I will make them an object of praise and fame* In all the land of their shame. 20 At that time I will bring you in, At the time I gather you together. For I will make you an object of fame* and praise among all the peoples of the earth, When I gather back your captives before your eyes,” says Jehovah.

Meaning “Jehovah Has Concealed (Treasured Up).”
Evidently, objects or activities connected with idolatry.
Or “trace.”
Or “podium; threshold.” Possibly the platform of the king’s throne.
Apparently a section of Jerusalem near the Fish Gate.
Or “merchants.”
Lit., “silenced.”
Lit., “those congealing on their dregs,” as in a wine vat.
Or “hurrying rapidly!”
Lit., “intestines.”
Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”
Or “at high noon.”
Or “will care for them.”
Or “terrifying.”
Or “emaciate.”
Or “worship.”
Lit., “every beast of a nation.”
Or “correction.”
Or “punish her for.”
Or “wait patiently for.”
Or possibly, “rise up as a witness.”
Or “worship him in unity.”
Or “graze.”
Or “quiet; at ease; satisfied.”
Lit., “a name.”
Lit., “a name.”


^ (Hag. 1:1-2:23) In the second year of King Da·riʹus, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of Jehovah came through Hagʹgai* the prophet to Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el, the governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, saying: 2 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘These people say, “The time has not yet come for the house* of Jehovah to be built.”’”* 3 And the word of Jehovah again came through Hagʹgai the prophet, saying: 4 “Is it the time for you to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 5 Now this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Set your heart on* your ways. 6 You have sown much seed, but you harvest little. You eat, but it is not to satisfaction. You drink, but you do not drink your fill. You put on clothing, but no one gets warm. The one who hires himself out puts his wages in a bag full of holes.’” 7 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Set your heart on* your ways.’ 8 “‘Go up to the mountain and bring in lumber. And build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and I may be glorified,’ Jehovah says.” 9 “‘You were expecting much and receiving little; and when you brought it into the house, I blew it away. For what reason?’ declares Jehovah of armies. ‘Because my house is in ruins, while each of you runs around taking care of his own house. 10 So the heavens above you withheld their dew, and the earth withheld its produce. 11 And I kept calling for a drought on the earth, on the mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on what grows from the ground, on humans and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.’” 12 Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el and Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, and all the rest of the people listened to the voice of Jehovah their God and to the words of Hagʹgai the prophet, because Jehovah their God had sent him; and the people began to show fear because of Jehovah. 13 Then Hagʹgai, the messenger of Jehovah, gave this message to the people in harmony with his commission from Jehovah: “‘I am with you people,’ declares Jehovah.” 14 So Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Ze·rubʹba·bel the son of She·alʹti·el, the governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the rest of the people; and they came and began to work on the house of Jehovah of armies, their God. 15 This was on the 24th day of the sixth month in the second year of King Da·riʹus. 
2 In the seventh month, on the 21st day of the month, the word of Jehovah came through Hagʹgai the prophet, saying, 2 “Please ask Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el, the governor of Judah, and Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, and the rest of the people: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this house* in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem like nothing in comparison?’ 4 “‘But now be strong, Ze·rubʹba·bel,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and be strong, Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest.’ “‘And be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and work.’ “‘For I am with you,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 5 ‘Remember what I promised you when you came out of Egypt, and my spirit remains among you.* Do not be afraid.’” 6 “For this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Yet once more—in a little while—and I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.’ 7 “‘And I will shake all the nations, and the precious* things of all the nations will come in; and I will fill this house with glory,’ says Jehovah of armies. 8 “‘The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 9 “‘The future glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says Jehovah of armies. “‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares Jehovah of armies.” 10 On the 24th day of the ninth month, in the second year of Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to Hagʹgai the prophet, saying: 11 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Ask, please, the priests about the law: 12 “If a man carries holy flesh in the fold of his clothing, and his clothing touches bread or stew or wine or oil or any sort of food, will it become holy?”’” The priests answered: “No!” 13 Hagʹgai then asked: “If someone who is unclean from contact with a dead body* touches any of these things, will it become unclean?” The priests answered: “It will become unclean.” 14 So Hagʹgai said: “‘That is how this people is, and that is how this nation is before me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and that is how all the work of their hands is; whatever they present there is unclean.’ 15 “‘But now, please, set your heart on* this from this day forward: Before a stone was placed on a stone in the temple of Jehovah, 16 how was it then? When someone came to a heap of grain expecting 20 measures, there were only 10; and when someone came to the vat to draw 50 measures from the wine trough, there were only 20; 17 I struck you—all the works of your hands—with scorching blight and mildew and hail, but not one of you turned to me,’ declares Jehovah. 18 “‘Please, set your heart on* this from this day forward, from the 24th day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the temple of Jehovah was laid; set your heart on this: 19 Is there seed yet in the storehouse?* The vine, the fig, the pomegranate, and the olive tree—they have not yet borne fruit, have they? From this day I will send a blessing.’” 20 The word of Jehovah came a second time to Hagʹgai on the 24th day of the month, saying: 21 “Say to Ze·rubʹba·bel, the governor of Judah, ‘I am going to shake the heavens and the earth. 22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms and annihilate the strength of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariot and its riders, and the horses and their riders will fall, each one by the sword of his brother.’” 23 “‘In that day,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘I will take you, my servant Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and I will make you like a seal ring, because you are the one whom I have chosen,’ declares Jehovah of armies.”

Meaning “Born on a Festival.”
Or “temple.”
Or “rebuilt.”
Or “Give careful thought to.”
Or “Give careful thought to.”
Or “temple.”
Or possibly, “and when my spirit was standing in among you.”
Or “desirable.”
Or “by a soul.” See Glossary.
Or “give careful thought to.”
Or “give careful thought to.”
Or “grain pit?”


^ (Hag. 2:1-14) In the seventh month, on the 21st day of the month, the word of Jehovah came through Hagʹgai the prophet, saying, 2 “Please ask Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el, the governor of Judah, and Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, and the rest of the people: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this house* in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem like nothing in comparison?’ 4 “‘But now be strong, Ze·rubʹba·bel,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and be strong, Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest.’ “‘And be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and work.’ “‘For I am with you,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 5 ‘Remember what I promised you when you came out of Egypt, and my spirit remains among you.* Do not be afraid.’” 6 “For this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Yet once more—in a little while—and I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.’ 7 “‘And I will shake all the nations, and the precious* things of all the nations will come in; and I will fill this house with glory,’ says Jehovah of armies. 8 “‘The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 9 “‘The future glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says Jehovah of armies. “‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares Jehovah of armies.” 10 On the 24th day of the ninth month, in the second year of Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to Hagʹgai the prophet, saying: 11 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Ask, please, the priests about the law: 12 “If a man carries holy flesh in the fold of his clothing, and his clothing touches bread or stew or wine or oil or any sort of food, will it become holy?”’” The priests answered: “No!” 13 Hagʹgai then asked: “If someone who is unclean from contact with a dead body* touches any of these things, will it become unclean?” The priests answered: “It will become unclean.” 14 So Hagʹgai said: “‘That is how this people is, and that is how this nation is before me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and that is how all the work of their hands is; whatever they present there is unclean.’

Or “temple.”
Or possibly, “and when my spirit was standing in among you.”
Or “desirable.”
Or “by a soul.” See Glossary.





^ ***sjj song 27 The Revealing of God’s Sons***


SONG 27

The Revealing of God’s Sons


(Romans 8:19)


	1. The time is near when God reveals

His faithful chosen ones.

In heaven they will rule with Christ

As mighty spirit sons.

(CHORUS)

The sons of God will be revealed

Along with Christ, their Lord.

They’ll join him in his victory

And share in his reward.





	2. And soon the last remaining ones

Will hear his final call.

The King of kings and Lord of lords

Will then collect them all.

(CHORUS)

The sons of God will be revealed

Along with Christ, their Lord.

They’ll join him in his victory

And share in his reward.



(BRIDGE)

And then with Christ, these sons of God

Will wage the final war.

The joyous marriage to the Lamb

Will last forevermore.



(CHORUS)

The sons of God will be revealed

Along with Christ, their Lord.

They’ll join him in his victory

And share in his reward.









(See also Dan. 2:34, 35; 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 1 Thess. 4:15-17.)





^ (Rom. 8:19) For the creation is waiting with eager expectation for the revealing of the sons of God.



^ (Dan. 2:34, 35) You looked on until a stone was cut out, not by hands, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and of clay and crushed them. 35 At that time the iron, the clay, the copper, the silver, and the gold were, all together, crushed and became like the chaff from the summer threshing floor, and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a large mountain, and it filled the whole earth.



^ (1 Cor. 15:51, 52) Look! I tell you a sacred secret: We will not all fall asleep in death, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the blink* of an eye, during the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised up incorruptible, and we will be changed.

Or “twinkling.”


^ (1 Thess. 4:15-17) For this is what we tell you by Jehovah’s* word, that we the living who survive to the presence of the Lord will in no way precede those who have fallen asleep in death; 16 because the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a commanding call, with an archangel’s voice and with God’s trumpet, and those who are dead in union with Christ will rise first. 17 Afterward we the living who are surviving will, together with them, be caught away in clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we will always be with the Lord.

See App. A5.








^ ***w01 2/15 pp. 18-19 Seek Jehovah Before the Day of His Anger***

 5. What is involved in ‘seeking Jehovah’ today?

5 You might say: ‘I am a dedicated, baptized servant of God, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Have I not already met those requirements?’ Actually, more is involved than dedicating ourselves to Jehovah. Israel was a dedicated nation, but in Zephaniah’s day the people of Judah were not living up to that dedication. As a result, the nation was eventually cast off. ‘Seeking Jehovah’ today involves developing and maintaining a warm personal relationship with him in association with his earthly organization. It means getting to know how God views matters and being attentive to his feelings. We seek Jehovah when we carefully study his Word, meditate upon it, and apply its counsel in life. As we also seek Jehovah’s guidance in fervent prayer and follow the leading of his holy spirit, our relationship with him deepens and we are impelled to serve him ‘with all our heart, soul, and vital force.’​—Deuteronomy 6:5; Galatians 5:22-25; Philippians 4:6, 7; Revelation 4:11.

 6. How do we “seek righteousness,” and why is this possible even in this world?

6 The second requirement mentioned at Zephaniah 2:3 is to “seek righteousness.” Most of us made important changes so that we could qualify for Christian baptism, but we must continue to uphold God’s righteous standards throughout our life. Some who started out well in this respect have allowed themselves to be sullied by the world. It is not easy to seek righteousness, for we are surrounded by people who view sexual immorality, lying, and other sins as normal. Yet, a strong desire to please Jehovah can overpower any tendency to seek the world’s approval by trying to blend in with it. Judah lost God’s favor because of mimicking her ungodly neighboring nations. Instead of imitating the world, then, let us be “imitators of God,” cultivating “the new personality which was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.”​—Ephesians 4:24; 5:1.

 7. How do we “seek meekness”?

7 The third point made at Zephaniah 2:3 is that if we want to be hidden in the day of Jehovah’s anger, we must “seek meekness.” Each day, we rub shoulders with men, women, and young people who are anything but meek. To them, being mild-tempered is a flaw. Submissiveness is considered a serious weakness. They are demanding, selfish, and opinionated, believing that their personal “rights” and preferences must be accommodated at all costs. How sad it would be if some of those attitudes were to rub off on us! This is the time to “seek meekness.” How? By being submissive to God, humbly accepting his discipline and conforming to his will.



^ par. 5 (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ par. 5 (Gal. 5:22-25) On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,* kindness, goodness, faith, 23 mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Moreover, those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed to the stake the flesh together with its passions and desires. 25 If we are living by spirit, let us also go on walking orderly by spirit.

Or “long-suffering.”


^ par. 5 (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers* by means of Christ Jesus.

Or “your minds; your thoughts.”


^ par. 5 (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^ par. 6 (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”


^ par. 6 (Eph. 4:24) and should put on the new personality that was created according to God’s will in true righteousness and loyalty.



^ par. 6 (Eph. 5:1) Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children,



^ par. 7 (Zeph. 2:3) Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.

Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”








^ ***w07 11/15 p. 11 par. 3 Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah***

Lessons for Us:

1:8. Some in Zephaniah’s day were apparently seeking the acceptance of surrounding nations by “wearing foreign attire.” How foolish it would be for Jehovah’s worshippers today to try to conform to the world by similar means!



^ par. 3 (Zeph. 1:8) “On the day of Jehovah’s sacrifice I will call to account the princes, The sons of the king, and all those wearing foreign clothing.









^ ***w07 12/1 p. 9 par. 3 Highlights From the Books of Haggai and Zechariah***

2:9​—In what ways could ‘the glory of the later house become greater than that of the former’? This was to be in at least three ways: the number of years the temple was in existence, who taught there, and who flocked there to worship Jehovah. Although Solomon’s glorious temple stood for 420 years, from 1027 B.C.E. to 607 B.C.E., the “later house” was in use for over 580 years, from its completion in 515 B.C.E. to its destruction in 70 C.E. Moreover, the Messiah​—Jesus Christ—​taught in the “later house,” and more people came to it than to “the former” in order to worship God.​—Acts 2:1-11.



^ par. 3 (Hag. 2:9) “‘The future glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says Jehovah of armies. “‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares Jehovah of armies.”



^ par. 3 (Acts 2:1-11) Now while the day of the Festival of Pentecost was in progress, they were all together at the same place. 2 Suddenly there was a noise from heaven, just like that of a rushing, stiff breeze, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 And tongues as if of fire became visible to them and were distributed, and one came to rest on each one of them, 4 and they all became filled with holy spirit and started to speak in different languages,* just as the spirit enabled them to speak. 5 At that time devout Jews from every nation under heaven were staying in Jerusalem. 6 So when this sound occurred, a crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 Indeed, they were utterly amazed and said: “See here, all these who are speaking are Gal·i·leʹans, are they not? 8 How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language?* 9 Parʹthi·ans, Medes, and Eʹlam·ites, the inhabitants of Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a, Ju·deʹa and Cap·pa·doʹci·a, Ponʹtus and the province of Asia, 10 Phrygʹi·a and Pam·phylʹi·a, Egypt and the regions of Libʹy·a near Cy·reʹne, sojourners from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Creʹtans, and Arabians—we hear them speaking in our languages about the magnificent things of God.”

Or “tongues.”
Or “the language of his birth?”








^ ***sjj song 23 Jehovah Begins His Rule***


SONG 23

Jehovah Begins His Rule


(Revelation 11:15)


	1. God’s Kingdom rules from above.

All praise his Son, the beloved.

Christ reigns in Zion, the chief cornerstone.

Let us all lift up our voice.

Sing to our God, and rejoice.

Christ, Lord and Savior,

has been placed upon His throne.

(CHORUS)

What will you bring, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Triumph of truth and righteousness.

And bring what else, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Eternal life and happiness.

Praise the Universal Sov’reign

For his love and faithfulness.





	2. Christ now in power is here,

And Armageddon is near.

Satan’s old system will soon pass away.

Now is the season to preach.

Many there are yet to reach;

Time for the meek

to take their stand for Him today.

(CHORUS)

What will you bring, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Triumph of truth and righteousness.

And bring what else, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Eternal life and happiness.

Praise the Universal Sov’reign

For his love and faithfulness.





	3. God’s reigning Ruler we prize.

Wondrous he is in our eyes.

He comes in God’s name; we bow to our King.

Enter the grand temple gate;

God’s favor now supplicate.

Soon dawns that day

when he rules over ev’rything.

(CHORUS)

What will you bring, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Triumph of truth and righteousness.

And bring what else, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Eternal life and happiness.

Praise the Universal Sov’reign

For his love and faithfulness.









(See also 2 Sam. 7:22; Dan. 2:44; Rev. 7:15.)





^ (Rev. 11:15) The seventh angel blew his trumpet. And there were loud voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.”



^ (2 Sam. 7:22) That is why you are truly great, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah. There is no one like you, and there is no God except you; everything we have heard with our ears confirms this.



^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (Rev. 7:15) That is why they are before the throne of God, and they are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple; and the One seated on the throne will spread his tent over them.









^ ***w12 8/15 p. 12 Carry On as Kingdom Citizens!***

REQUIREMENTS FOR CITIZENSHIP

 4. What is the pure language, and how do we “speak” it?

4 Learn the language. Some human governments require that those applying for citizenship speak the dominant language of the country. Even after being granted citizenship, people may strive for years to master the new language. They may quickly learn the rules of grammar but may take some time to learn to pronounce the words correctly. Similarly, God’s Kingdom requires that its citizens learn what the Bible calls the “pure language.” (Read Zephaniah 3:9.) What is that language? It is the truth about God and about his purposes as found in the Bible. We “speak” the pure language when our conduct is in accord with God’s laws and principles. Citizens of God’s Kingdom may learn basic Bible teachings quickly and get baptized. Even after their baptism, however, they must strive to “speak” the pure language better and better. In what way? Each of us needs to close the gap between what we know about Bible principles and what we practice.



^ par. 4 (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”








^ ***kr pp. 233-236 The Kingdom Carries Out God’s Will on Earth***


How Jehovah Has Started to Fulfill His Promises in Our Own Time

 8. God’s people today enjoy what sort of “land”?

8 Jehovah’s people do not now form a literal nation, nor do they occupy a single, physical land. Rather, anointed Christians make up a spiritual nation, “the Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:16) Their companions of the “other sheep” join them in a spiritual “land,” a realm of activity in which they worship Jehovah God unitedly. That worship is their way of life. (John 10:16; Isa. 66:8) And what kind of a “land” has Jehovah given us? It is a spiritual paradise. Here God’s promises about Edenic conditions have seen a wonderful spiritual fulfillment. Consider some examples.

9, 10. (a) How is the prophecy of Isaiah 11:6-9 being fulfilled today? (b) What evidence of peace do we find among God’s people?

9 Security. In the prophecy recorded at Isaiah 11:6-9, we find a delightful picture of harmony and peace​—between wild animals on the one hand and humans with their domestic animals on the other. Does that picture find a spiritual fulfillment today? Yes! In verse 9, we learn why it is that such creatures will cause neither harm nor ruin: “Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah as the waters cover the sea.” Does “knowledge of Jehovah” change the behavior of animals? No, it is people who are transformed by coming to know the Most High God and learning to imitate his peaceful ways. That is why in our spiritual paradise today, we can observe a heartwarming fulfillment of that prophecy. Under Kingdom rule, Christ’s followers are learning to put off their fierce, animalistic qualities and live in peace and harmony with their spiritual brothers and sisters.

10 For example, in this publication we have discussed the matter of Christian neutrality​—both the Scriptural basis for our understanding and the resulting persecution that God’s people have faced for taking a neutral stand. Is it not remarkable that in this violent world, there is a sizable “nation” of people who refuse, even under threat of death, to take part in violence of any kind? What remarkable proof this is that the subjects of the Messianic King are indeed enjoying peace like that described by Isaiah! Jesus proclaimed that his followers would be known by the love they had among themselves. (John 13:34, 35) Within the congregation, Christ is patiently using his “faithful and discreet slave” to teach all true Christians to be peaceable, loving, and gentle.​—Matt. 24:45-47.

11, 12. What kind of famine afflicts today’s world, yet how has Jehovah provided abundantly for his people?

11 Abundance. The world suffers from spiritual famine. The Bible warned: “‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘when I will send a famine into the land, not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, but for hearing the words of Jehovah.’” (Amos 8:11) Do the citizens of God’s Kingdom suffer famine too? Jehovah foretold the following contrast between his people and his enemies: “My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame.” (Isa. 65:13) Have you observed the fulfillment of those words?

12 Spiritual provisions flow to us like an ever-broadening and ever-deepening river. Our Bible-based publications​—as well as recordings and videos, our meetings and conventions, and the material published on our Web site—​together amount to an ongoing flood tide of spiritual sustenance in this spiritually starving world. (Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18) Are you not thrilled to see the fulfillment of Jehovah’s promises of abundance in your daily life? Do you make sure that you feed regularly at Jehovah’s table?

13. How have you seen fulfillment of Jehovah’s promise about blind eyes being opened and deaf ears unstopped?

13 Spiritual health. Spiritual blindness and deafness are pandemic today. (2 Cor. 4:4) Yet, Christ is curing infirmities and illnesses worldwide. Have you seen blind eyes opened and deaf ears unstopped? If you have seen people come to an accurate knowledge of the truth of God’s Word, letting go of the religious lies that once made them blind and deaf to the truth, you have seen this promise fulfilled: “In that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, and out of the gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.” (Isa. 29:18) Around the world, hundreds of thousands of people every year are finding such spiritual cures. Each person who leaves Babylon the Great behind and joins us to worship in our spiritual paradise is living proof that Jehovah’s promises have come true!

14. Meditating on what evidence will strengthen our faith?

14 Each chapter of this book contains powerful evidence that Christ has brought his followers into a genuine spiritual paradise in this time of the end. Let us keep meditating on the many ways in which we are being blessed in that paradise today. As we do, our faith in Jehovah’s promises for the future will continue to grow stronger.

“Let Your Kingdom Come”

15. Why may we be sure that the earth will become a paradise?

15 Jehovah’s purpose has long been to make the earth a global paradise. He placed Adam and Eve in a paradise garden, and he gave them the command to fill the earth with their offspring and to take care of all of its creatures. (Gen. 1:28) Instead, Adam and Eve followed Satan into rebellion and plunged all their offspring into imperfection, sin, and death. Yet, God’s purpose never changed. Once spoken, his words always find complete fulfillment. (Read Isaiah 55:10, 11.) We may be sure, then, that the descendants of Adam and Eve will fill this earth and subdue it, taking loving care of Jehovah’s creation in a global paradise. At that time, the prophecies originally given to the Jewish exiles about life in paradisaic conditions will reach their ultimate fulfillment! Consider the following examples.

16. How does the Bible describe the security we will enjoy in Paradise?

16 Security. At long last, the heartwarming word picture painted at Isaiah 11:6-9 will see a complete fulfillment even in a literal sense. Men, women, and children will be safe and secure wherever they go on earth. No creature, whether human or animal, will pose any threat. Imagine a time when you will see this entire planet as your home, where you can swim in the rivers, lakes, and seas; traverse the mountain ranges; and roam the grasslands in complete safety. And when night falls, you will not worry. The words of Ezekiel 34:25 will come true, so that it will even be possible for God’s people to “dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the forests.”





^ par. 8 (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^ par. 8 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^ par. 8 (Isa. 66:8) Who has ever heard of such a thing? Who has seen such things? Will a land be brought to birth in one day? Or will a nation be born all at once? Yet, as soon as Zion went into labor, she gave birth to her sons.



^ (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^ par. 9 (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^ par. 9 (Isa. 11:9) They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.



^ par. 10 (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ par. 10 (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet* slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.

Or “wise.”


^ par. 11 (Amos 8:11) ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘When I will send a famine into the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But for hearing the words of Jehovah.



^ par. 11 (Isa. 65:13) Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Look! My servants will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My servants will rejoice, but you will suffer shame.



^ par. 12 (Ezek. 47:1-12) Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple, and there I saw water flowing eastward from under the threshold of the temple, for the front of the temple was facing east. The water was flowing down from under the right side of the temple, south of the altar. 2 He then led me out by way of the north gate and took me outside and around to the outer gate that is facing east, and I saw water trickling from the right side. 3 When the man went out toward the east with a measuring line in his hand, he measured off 1,000 cubits* and had me pass through the water; the water was ankle deep. 4 Then he measured off another 1,000 and had me pass through the water, and it was up to the knees. He measured off another 1,000 and had me pass through, and the water was up to the hips. 5 When he measured off another 1,000, it was a torrent that I was unable to walk across, for the water was so deep that one had to swim, a torrent of water that could not be crossed on foot. 6 He asked me: “Have you seen this, son of man?” Then he had me walk and return to the bank of the stream. 7 When I returned, I saw that on the bank of the stream were very many trees on both sides. 8 Then he said to me: “This water flows toward the eastern region and continues down through the Arʹa·bah* and enters the sea. When it enters the sea, the water there will be healed. 9 Swarms of living creatures* will be able to live wherever the waters* flow. There will be an abundance of fish, because this water will flow there. The seawater will be healed, and everything will live wherever the stream goes. 10 “Fishermen will stand beside it from En-gedʹi clear to En-egʹla·im, where there will be a drying yard for dragnets. There will be an abundance of many kinds of fish, like the fish of the Great Sea.* 11 “It will have swampy places and marshy places, and these will not be healed. They will be abandoned to salt. 12 “All sorts of trees for food will grow on both banks of the stream. Their leaves will not wither; nor will their fruitage fail. Each month they will bear new fruit, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruitage will serve as food and their leaves for healing.”

This refers to long cubits. See App. B14.
Or “the desert plain.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “the two streams.”
That is, the Mediterranean.


^ par. 12 (Joel 3:18) In that day the mountains will drip with sweet wine, The hills will flow with milk, And the streams of Judah will all flow with water. Out of the house of Jehovah a spring will flow, And it will irrigate the Valley* of the Acacia Trees.

Or “Wadi.”


^ par. 13 (2 Cor. 4:4) among whom the god of this system of things* has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “this age.” See Glossary.
Or “light.”


^ par. 13 (Isa. 29:18) In that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, And out of the gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see.



^ par. 15 (Gen. 1:28) Further, God blessed them, and God said to them: “Be fruitful and become many, fill the earth and subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and every living creature that is moving on the earth.”



^ par. 15 (Isa. 55:10, 11) For just as the rain and the snow pour down from heaven And do not return there until they saturate the earth, making it produce and sprout, Giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11 So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^ par. 16 (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^ par. 16 (Ezek. 34:25) “‘“And I will make a covenant of peace with them, and I will rid the land of vicious wild beasts, so that they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the forests.









^ ***sjj song 22 The Kingdom Is in Place—Let It Come!***


SONG 22

The Kingdom Is in Place​—Let It Come!


(Revelation 11:15; 12:10)


	1. Jehovah, you always have been,

And always you will be.

You’ve given the throne to your Son;

He rules by your decree.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”





	2. The time for the Devil is short;

We know what this will mean.

Though living in times of distress,

We see the things unseen.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”





	3. The angels in heaven rejoice

And sing with joyful cries.

The heavens above are relieved

From Satan and his lies.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”









(See also Dan. 2:34, 35; 2 Cor. 4:18.)





^ (Rev. 11:15) The seventh angel blew his trumpet. And there were loud voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.”



^ (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!



^ (Dan. 2:34, 35) You looked on until a stone was cut out, not by hands, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and of clay and crushed them. 35 At that time the iron, the clay, the copper, the silver, and the gold were, all together, crushed and became like the chaff from the summer threshing floor, and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a large mountain, and it filled the whole earth.



^ (2 Cor. 4:18) while we keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but on the things unseen. For the things seen are temporary, but the things unseen are everlasting.















^ (Zeph. 1:1-3:20) The word of Jehovah that came to Zeph·a·niʹah* son of Cushʹi son of Ged·a·liʹah son of Am·a·riʹah son of Hez·e·kiʹah in the days of Jo·siʹah son of Aʹmon the king of Judah:  2 “I will completely sweep away everything from the surface of the ground,” declares Jehovah.  3 “I will sweep away man and beast. I will sweep away the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, And the stumbling blocks* along with the wicked ones; And I will remove mankind from the surface of the ground,” declares Jehovah.  4 “I will stretch out my hand against Judah And against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, And I will wipe out from this place every vestige* of Baʹal, The name of the foreign-god priests along with the priests,  5 And those who bow down on the rooftops to the army of the heavens, And those who bow down and pledge loyalty to Jehovah While pledging loyalty to Malʹcam;  6 And those who turn away from following Jehovah And who do not seek Jehovah or inquire of him.”  7 Be silent before the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, for the day of Jehovah is near. Jehovah has prepared a sacrifice; he has sanctified those he invited.  8 “On the day of Jehovah’s sacrifice I will call to account the princes, The sons of the king, and all those wearing foreign clothing.  9 I will call to account everyone who climbs onto the platform* on that day, Those who fill their master’s house with violence and deception. 10 On that day,” declares Jehovah, “There will be the sound of an outcry from the Fish Gate, A wailing from the second quarter of the city, And a loud crash from the hills. 11 Wail, you inhabitants of Makʹtesh,* For all the tradesmen* have been done away with;* All those weighing out silver have been destroyed. 12 At that time I will carefully search Jerusalem with lamps, And I will call to account the complacent ones,* who say in their heart, ‘Jehovah will not do good, and he will not do bad.’ 13 Their wealth will be plundered and their houses will be devastated. They will build houses, but they will not occupy them; And they will plant vineyards, but they will not drink wine from them. 14 The great day of Jehovah is near! It is near and it is approaching very quickly!* The sound of the day of Jehovah is bitter. There a warrior cries out. 15 That day is a day of fury, A day of distress and anguish, A day of storm and desolation, A day of darkness and gloom, A day of clouds and thick gloom, 16 A day of the horn and of the battle cry, Against the fortified cities and against the high corner towers. 17 I will cause distress to mankind, And they will walk like blind men, Because it is against Jehovah they have sinned. Their blood will be poured out like dust, And their flesh* like the dung. 18 Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them in the day of Jehovah’s fury; For by the fire of his zeal the whole earth will be consumed, Because he will make an extermination, indeed a terrible one, of all the inhabitants of the earth.” 
2 Gather together, yes, gather yourselves, O nation that feels no shame.  2 Before the decree takes effect, Before the day passes by like chaff, Before the burning anger of Jehovah comes upon you, Before the day of Jehovah’s anger comes upon you,  3 Seek Jehovah, all you meek ones* of the earth, Who observe his righteous decrees.* Seek righteousness, seek meekness.* Probably* you will be concealed on the day of Jehovah’s anger.  4 For Gazʹa will be an abandoned city; And Ashʹke·lon will be desolated. Ashʹdod will be driven away in broad daylight,* And Ekʹron will be uprooted.  5 “Woe to those who inhabit the seacoast, the nation of Cherʹe·thites! The word of Jehovah is against you. O Caʹnaan, land of the Phi·lisʹtines, I will destroy you, So that there will be no inhabitant left.  6 And the seacoast will become pasture grounds, With wells for shepherds and stone pens for sheep.  7 It will become a region for the remaining ones of the house of Judah; There they will feed. In the houses of Ashʹke·lon they will lie down in the evening. For Jehovah their God will turn his attention to them,* And he will gather back their captives.”  8 “I have heard the reproach by Moʹab and the insults of the Amʹmon·ites, Who have taunted my people and made boasts against their territory.  9 Therefore as surely as I am alive,” declares Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, “Moʹab will become just like Sodʹom, And the Amʹmon·ites like Go·morʹrah, A place of nettles, a salt pit, and a permanent wasteland. The remaining ones of my people will plunder them, And the remnant of my nation will dispossess them. 10 This is what they will have instead of their pride, Because they taunted and exalted themselves against the people of Jehovah of armies. 11 Jehovah will be awe-inspiring* against them; For he will bring to nothing* all the gods of the earth, And all the islands of the nations will bow down to* him, Each one from its place. 12 You E·thi·oʹpi·ans will also be slain by my sword. 13 He will stretch out his hand toward the north and destroy As·syrʹi·a, And he will make Ninʹe·veh desolate, as dry as a desert. 14 Herds will lie down within her, all sorts of wild animals.* Both pelican and porcupine will spend the night among her pillar capitals. A voice will sing in the window. There will be devastation at the threshold; For he will expose the cedar panels. 15 This is the proud city that was sitting in security, That was saying in her heart, ‘I am the one, and there is nobody else.’ How she has become an object of horror, A place for the wild animals to lie down! Everyone passing by her will whistle and shake his fist.” 
3 Woe to the rebellious, the polluted, the oppressive city!   2 She has obeyed no voice; she has accepted no discipline. In Jehovah she has not trusted; she has not drawn near to her God.  3 Her princes within her are roaring lions. Her judges are wolves in the night; They do not leave even a bone to gnaw until morning.  4 Her prophets are insolent, treacherous men. Her priests defile what is holy; They do violence to the law.  5 Jehovah is righteous in her midst; he does no wrong. Morning by morning he makes known his judgments, As unfailing as the daylight. But the unrighteous one knows no shame.  6 “I destroyed nations; their corner towers were left desolate. I devastated their streets, so that no one was passing through. Their cities were left in ruins, without a man, without an inhabitant.  7 I said, ‘Surely you will fear me and accept discipline,’* So that her dwelling place might not be destroyed —I must call her to account for* all these things. But they were all the more eager to act corruptly.  8 ‘So keep yourselves in expectation of* me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘Until the day when I rise up to take plunder,* For my judicial decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them my indignation, all my burning anger; For by the fire of my zeal the whole earth will be consumed.  9 For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’* 10 From the region of the rivers of E·thi·oʹpi·a, Those entreating me, the daughter of my scattered ones, will bring a gift to me. 11 On that day you will not be put to shame Because of all your deeds with which you rebelled against me, For then I will remove the haughty boasters from among you; And you will never again be haughty in my holy mountain. 12 I will allow a humble and lowly people to remain in your midst, And they will take refuge in the name of Jehovah. 13 Those remaining of Israel will practice no unrighteousness; They will not speak a lie, nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths; They will feed* and lie down, and no one will make them afraid.” 14 Shout joyfully, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O Israel! Be joyful and rejoice with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15 Jehovah has removed the judgments against you. He has turned away your enemy. The King of Israel, Jehovah, is in your midst. You will fear calamity no more. 16 On that day it will be said to Jerusalem: “Do not be afraid, O Zion. Do not let your hands drop down. 17 Jehovah your God is in your midst. As a mighty One, he will save. He will exult over you with great joy. He will become silent* in his love. He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy. 18 I will gather together those grieving over their absence from your festivals; They were absent from you because of bearing reproach for her. 19 Look! At that time I will act against all those oppressing you; And I will save the one limping, And I will gather together the dispersed. I will make them an object of praise and fame* In all the land of their shame. 20 At that time I will bring you in, At the time I gather you together. For I will make you an object of fame* and praise among all the peoples of the earth, When I gather back your captives before your eyes,” says Jehovah.

Meaning “Jehovah Has Concealed (Treasured Up).”
Evidently, objects or activities connected with idolatry.
Or “trace.”
Or “podium; threshold.” Possibly the platform of the king’s throne.
Apparently a section of Jerusalem near the Fish Gate.
Or “merchants.”
Lit., “silenced.”
Lit., “those congealing on their dregs,” as in a wine vat.
Or “hurrying rapidly!”
Lit., “intestines.”
Or “humble ones.”
Lit., “his judgment.”
Or “humility.”
Or “It may be that.”
Or “at high noon.”
Or “will care for them.”
Or “terrifying.”
Or “emaciate.”
Or “worship.”
Lit., “every beast of a nation.”
Or “correction.”
Or “punish her for.”
Or “wait patiently for.”
Or possibly, “rise up as a witness.”
Or “worship him in unity.”
Or “graze.”
Or “quiet; at ease; satisfied.”
Lit., “a name.”
Lit., “a name.”


^ (Hag. 1:1-2:23) In the second year of King Da·riʹus, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of Jehovah came through Hagʹgai* the prophet to Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el, the governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, saying: 2 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘These people say, “The time has not yet come for the house* of Jehovah to be built.”’”* 3 And the word of Jehovah again came through Hagʹgai the prophet, saying: 4 “Is it the time for you to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 5 Now this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Set your heart on* your ways. 6 You have sown much seed, but you harvest little. You eat, but it is not to satisfaction. You drink, but you do not drink your fill. You put on clothing, but no one gets warm. The one who hires himself out puts his wages in a bag full of holes.’” 7 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Set your heart on* your ways.’ 8 “‘Go up to the mountain and bring in lumber. And build the house, so that I may take pleasure in it and I may be glorified,’ Jehovah says.” 9 “‘You were expecting much and receiving little; and when you brought it into the house, I blew it away. For what reason?’ declares Jehovah of armies. ‘Because my house is in ruins, while each of you runs around taking care of his own house. 10 So the heavens above you withheld their dew, and the earth withheld its produce. 11 And I kept calling for a drought on the earth, on the mountains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on what grows from the ground, on humans and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.’” 12 Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el and Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, and all the rest of the people listened to the voice of Jehovah their God and to the words of Hagʹgai the prophet, because Jehovah their God had sent him; and the people began to show fear because of Jehovah. 13 Then Hagʹgai, the messenger of Jehovah, gave this message to the people in harmony with his commission from Jehovah: “‘I am with you people,’ declares Jehovah.” 14 So Jehovah stirred up the spirit of Ze·rubʹba·bel the son of She·alʹti·el, the governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the rest of the people; and they came and began to work on the house of Jehovah of armies, their God. 15 This was on the 24th day of the sixth month in the second year of King Da·riʹus. 
2 In the seventh month, on the 21st day of the month, the word of Jehovah came through Hagʹgai the prophet, saying, 2 “Please ask Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el, the governor of Judah, and Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest, and the rest of the people: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this house* in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem like nothing in comparison?’ 4 “‘But now be strong, Ze·rubʹba·bel,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and be strong, Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest.’ “‘And be strong, all you people of the land,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and work.’ “‘For I am with you,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 5 ‘Remember what I promised you when you came out of Egypt, and my spirit remains among you.* Do not be afraid.’” 6 “For this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Yet once more—in a little while—and I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.’ 7 “‘And I will shake all the nations, and the precious* things of all the nations will come in; and I will fill this house with glory,’ says Jehovah of armies. 8 “‘The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 9 “‘The future glory of this house will be greater than the former,’ says Jehovah of armies. “‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares Jehovah of armies.” 10 On the 24th day of the ninth month, in the second year of Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to Hagʹgai the prophet, saying: 11 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Ask, please, the priests about the law: 12 “If a man carries holy flesh in the fold of his clothing, and his clothing touches bread or stew or wine or oil or any sort of food, will it become holy?”’” The priests answered: “No!” 13 Hagʹgai then asked: “If someone who is unclean from contact with a dead body* touches any of these things, will it become unclean?” The priests answered: “It will become unclean.” 14 So Hagʹgai said: “‘That is how this people is, and that is how this nation is before me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and that is how all the work of their hands is; whatever they present there is unclean.’ 15 “‘But now, please, set your heart on* this from this day forward: Before a stone was placed on a stone in the temple of Jehovah, 16 how was it then? When someone came to a heap of grain expecting 20 measures, there were only 10; and when someone came to the vat to draw 50 measures from the wine trough, there were only 20; 17 I struck you—all the works of your hands—with scorching blight and mildew and hail, but not one of you turned to me,’ declares Jehovah. 18 “‘Please, set your heart on* this from this day forward, from the 24th day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the temple of Jehovah was laid; set your heart on this: 19 Is there seed yet in the storehouse?* The vine, the fig, the pomegranate, and the olive tree—they have not yet borne fruit, have they? From this day I will send a blessing.’” 20 The word of Jehovah came a second time to Hagʹgai on the 24th day of the month, saying: 21 “Say to Ze·rubʹba·bel, the governor of Judah, ‘I am going to shake the heavens and the earth. 22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms and annihilate the strength of the kingdoms of the nations; and I will overthrow the chariot and its riders, and the horses and their riders will fall, each one by the sword of his brother.’” 23 “‘In that day,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘I will take you, my servant Ze·rubʹba·bel son of She·alʹti·el,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and I will make you like a seal ring, because you are the one whom I have chosen,’ declares Jehovah of armies.”

Meaning “Born on a Festival.”
Or “temple.”
Or “rebuilt.”
Or “Give careful thought to.”
Or “Give careful thought to.”
Or “temple.”
Or possibly, “and when my spirit was standing in among you.”
Or “desirable.”
Or “by a soul.” See Glossary.
Or “give careful thought to.”
Or “give careful thought to.”
Or “grain pit?”








^ (Zech. 1:1-8:23) In the eighth month in the second year of Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to the prophet Zech·a·riʹah* son of Ber·e·chiʹah son of Idʹdo, saying: 2 “Jehovah grew greatly indignant at your fathers. 3 “Say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “‘Return to me,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘and I will return to you,’ says Jehovah of armies.”’ 4 “‘Do not become like your fathers, to whom the former prophets proclaimed: “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Turn away,* please, from your evil ways and your evil deeds.’”’ “‘But they did not listen, and they paid no attention to me,’ declares Jehovah. 5 “‘Where are your fathers now? And did the prophets live forever? 6 However, my words and my decrees that I commanded my servants, the prophets, caught up with your fathers, did they not?’ So they returned to me and said: ‘Jehovah of armies has dealt with us according to our ways and our deeds, just as he had determined to do.’” 7 On the 24th day of the 11th month, that is, the month of Sheʹbat,* in the second year of Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to the prophet Zech·a·riʹah son of Ber·e·chiʹah son of Idʹdo, saying: 8 “I saw a vision in the night. There was a man riding on a red horse, and he stood still among the myrtle trees in the ravine; and behind him there were red, reddish-brown, and white horses.” 9 So I said: “Who are these, my lord?” The angel who was speaking with me replied: “I will show you who these are.” 10 Then the man who was standing still among the myrtle trees said: “These are the ones whom Jehovah has sent out to walk about in the earth.” 11 And they said to the angel of Jehovah who was standing among the myrtle trees: “We have walked about in the earth, and look! the whole earth is quiet and undisturbed.” 12 So the angel of Jehovah said: “O Jehovah of armies, how long will you withhold your mercy from Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with whom you have been indignant these 70 years?” 13 Jehovah answered the angel who was speaking with me, with kind and comforting words. 14 Then the angel who was speaking with me told me: “Call out, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “I am zealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great zeal. 15 With great indignation I am indignant with the nations that are at ease, because I felt indignant to a small extent, but they added to the calamity.”’ 16 “Therefore this is what Jehovah says: ‘“I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, and my own house will be built in her,” declares Jehovah of armies, “and a measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem.”’ 17 “Call out once more and say, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “My cities will again overflow with goodness; and Jehovah will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.”’” 18 Then I looked up and saw four horns. 19 So I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “What are these?” He replied: “These are the horns that dispersed Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” 20 Jehovah then showed me four craftsmen. 21 I asked: “What are these coming to do?” He said: “These are the horns that dispersed Judah to such an extent that no one was able to raise his head. These others will come to terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations that lifted up their horns against the land of Judah, in order to disperse her.” 
2 And I looked up and saw a man with a measuring line in his hand. 2 So I asked: “Where are you going?” He replied: “To measure Jerusalem, to see what is her width and what is her length.” 3 And look! the angel who was speaking with me went out, and another angel came to meet him. 4 Then he said to him: “Run over there and tell that young man, ‘“Jerusalem will be inhabited as open rural country,* because of all the men and livestock within her. 5 And I will become to her,” declares Jehovah, “a wall of fire all around, and I will become the glory in her midst.”’” 6 “Come! Come! Flee from the land of the north,” declares Jehovah. “For I have scattered you to the four winds of the heavens,” declares Jehovah. 7 “Come, Zion! Make your escape, you who are dwelling with the daughter of Babylon. 8 For this is what Jehovah of armies says, who after being glorified* has sent me to the nations that were plundering you: ‘Whoever touches you touches the pupil of my eye.* 9 For now I will wave my hand against them, and they will become plunder for their own slaves.’ And you will certainly know that Jehovah of armies has sent me. 10 “Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion; for I am coming, and I will reside in your midst,” declares Jehovah. 11 “Many nations will join themselves to Jehovah in that day, and they will become my people; and I will reside in your midst.” And you will have to know that Jehovah of armies has sent me to you. 12 Jehovah will take possession of Judah as his portion on the holy ground, and he will again choose Jerusalem. 13 Be silent, all flesh,* before Jehovah, for he is taking action from his holy dwelling. 
3 And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of Jehovah, and Satan was standing at his right hand to resist him. 2 Then the angel of Jehovah said to Satan: “May Jehovah rebuke you, O Satan, yes, may Jehovah, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this one a burning log snatched out of the fire?” 3 Now Joshua was clothed in filthy garments and standing before the angel. 4 The angel said to those standing before him, “Remove his filthy garments.” Then he said to him, “See, I have caused your error* to pass away from you, and you will be clothed with fine garments.”* 5 So I said: “Let a clean turban be put on his head.” And they put the clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments; and the angel of Jehovah was standing nearby. 6 The angel of Jehovah then declared to Joshua: 7 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘If you will walk in my ways and carry out your responsibilities before me, then you will serve as a judge in my house and take care of* my courtyards; and I will give you free access among these who are standing here.’ 8 “‘Hear, please, O High Priest Joshua, you and your companions who sit before you, for these men serve as a sign; look! I am bringing in my servant Sprout! 9 See the stone that I have set before Joshua! On the one stone are seven eyes; and I am engraving an inscription on it,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘and I will take away the guilt of that land in one day.’ 10 “‘In that day,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘each of you will invite your neighbor to come under your vine and under your fig tree.’” 
4 The angel who had been speaking with me came back and woke me up, as when waking someone from sleep. 2 Then he said to me: “What do you see?” So I said: “I see, and look! a lampstand entirely of gold, with a bowl on top of it. There are seven lamps on it, yes, seven, and the lamps, which are at the top of it, have seven pipes. 3 And next to it are two olive trees, one on the right of the bowl and one on the left.” 4 Then I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “What do these things mean, my lord?” 5 So the angel who was speaking with me asked: “Do you not know what these things mean?” I replied: “No, my lord.” 6 He then said to me: “This is the word of Jehovah to Ze·rubʹba·bel: ‘“Not by a military force, nor by power, but by my spirit,” says Jehovah of armies. 7 Who are you, O great mountain? Before Ze·rubʹba·bel you will become a level land.* And he will bring out the top stone* amid shouts of: “How wonderful! How wonderful!”’” 8 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 9 “The hands of Ze·rubʹba·bel have laid the foundation of this house, and his own hands will finish it. And you will have to know that Jehovah of armies has sent me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small beginnings?* For they will rejoice and see the plumb line* in the hand of Ze·rubʹba·bel. These seven are the eyes of Jehovah, which are roving about in all the earth.” 11 Then I asked him: “What is the meaning of these two olive trees on the right and on the left of the lampstand?” 12 I asked him a second time: “What is the meaning of the two bunches of twigs* of the olive trees that are pouring out the golden liquid through the two golden tubes?” 13 So he asked me: “Do you not know what these things mean?” I replied: “No, my lord.” 14 He said: “These are the two anointed ones who are standing alongside the Lord of the whole earth.” 
5 Again I looked up, and I saw a flying scroll. 2 He asked me: “What do you see?” I replied: “I see a flying scroll, which is 20 cubits* long and 10 cubits wide.” 3 Then he said to me: “This is the curse that is going out over the face of all the earth, because everyone who steals, as written on its one side, has gone unpunished; and everyone who makes a sworn oath, as written on its other side, has gone unpunished. 4 ‘I have sent it out,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘and it will enter into the house of the thief and into the house of the one who makes a false oath in my name; and it will remain inside that house and consume it and its timbers and its stones.’” 5 Then the angel who was speaking with me came forward and said to me: “Look up, please, and see what is going out.” 6 So I asked: “What is it?” He replied: “This is the eʹphah container* that is going out.” He continued: “This is their appearance in all the earth.” 7 And I saw that the round lid of lead was lifted up, and there was a woman sitting inside the container. 8 So he said: “This is Wickedness.” Then he threw her back into the eʹphah container, after which he thrust the lead weight over its mouth. 9 Then I looked up and saw two women coming forward, and they were soaring in the wind. They had wings like the wings of a stork. And they lifted up the container between the earth and heaven. 10 So I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “Where are they taking the eʹphah container?” 11 He replied: “To the land of Shiʹnar* to build her a house; and when it is prepared, she will be deposited there in her proper place.” 
6 Then I looked up again and saw four chariots coming from between two mountains, and the mountains were of copper. 2 The first chariot had red horses, and the second chariot, black horses. 3 The third chariot had white horses, and the fourth chariot, speckled and dappled horses. 4 I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “What are these, my lord?” 5 The angel answered me: “These are the four spirits of the heavens that are going out after having taken their station before the Lord of the whole earth. 6 The one* with the black horses is going out to the land of the north; the white ones are going out beyond the sea; and the speckled ones are going out to the land of the south. 7 And the dappled ones were eager to go out to walk about through the earth.” Then he said: “Go, walk about through the earth.” And they began walking about through the earth. 8 He then called out to me and said: “See, those going out to the land of the north have caused the spirit of Jehovah to rest in the land of the north.” 9 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 10 “Take from Helʹdai, To·biʹjah, and Je·daʹiah what they brought from the people in exile; and on that day, you must go to the house of Jo·siʹah the son of Zeph·a·niʹah along with these who have come from Babylon. 11 You should take silver and gold and make a crown* and put it on the head of Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest. 12 And say to him, “‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “Here is the man whose name is Sprout. He will sprout from his own place, and he will build the temple of Jehovah. 13 He is the one who will build the temple of Jehovah, and he is the one who will assume the majesty. He will sit down on his throne and rule, and he will also be a priest on his throne, and there will be a peaceable agreement between the two.* 14 And the crown* will serve as a memorial* for Heʹlem, To·biʹjah, Je·daʹiah, and Hen the son of Zeph·a·niʹah, in the temple of Jehovah. 15 And those who are far away will come and take part in building the temple of Jehovah.” And you will have to know that Jehovah of armies has sent me to you. And it will occur—if you do not fail to listen to the voice of Jehovah your God.’” 
7 And in the fourth year of King Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to Zech·a·riʹah on the fourth day of the ninth month, that is, the month of Chisʹlev.* 2 The people of Bethʹel sent Shar·eʹzer and Reʹgem-melʹech and his men to beg for the favor* of Jehovah, 3 saying to the priests of the house* of Jehovah of armies and to the prophets: “Should I weep in the fifth month and abstain from food, as I have done for so many years?” 4 The word of Jehovah of armies again came to me, saying: 5 “Say to all the people of the land and to the priests, ‘When you fasted and wailed in the fifth month and in the seventh month for 70 years, did you really fast for me? 6 And when you would eat and drink, were you not eating for yourselves and drinking for yourselves? 7 Should you not obey the words that Jehovah proclaimed through the former prophets, while Jerusalem and her surrounding cities were inhabited and at peace, and while the Negʹeb and the She·pheʹlah were inhabited?’” 8 The word of Jehovah again came to Zech·a·riʹah, saying: 9 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Judge with true justice, and deal with one another in loyal love and mercy. 10 Do not defraud the widow or the fatherless child,* the foreigner or the poor; and do not scheme evil against one another in your hearts.’ 11 But they kept refusing to pay attention, and they stubbornly turned their backs, and they stopped up their ears so as not to hear. 12 They made their heart like a diamond* and would not obey the law* and the words that Jehovah of armies sent by his spirit through the former prophets. So there came great indignation from Jehovah of armies.” 13 “‘Just as they did not listen when I* called, so I would not listen when they called,’ says Jehovah of armies. 14 ‘And I scattered them with a storm wind throughout all the nations that they had not known, and the land was left desolate behind them, with no one passing through or returning; for they turned the desirable land into an object of horror.’” 
8 The word of Jehovah of armies again came, saying: 2 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘I will be zealous for Zion with a great zeal, and with great wrath I will be zealous for her.’” 3 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘I will return to Zion and reside in Jerusalem; and Jerusalem will be called the city of truth,* and the mountain of Jehovah of armies, the holy mountain.’” 4 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Old men and women will again sit in the public squares of Jerusalem, each with his staff in his hand because of his great age.* 5 And the public squares of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing there.’” 6 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Although it may seem too difficult to the remaining ones of this people in those days, should it seem too difficult also to me?’ declares Jehovah of armies.” 7 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Here I am saving my people from the lands of the east and the west.* 8 And I will bring them in, and they will reside in Jerusalem; and they will become my people, and I will become their God in truth* and in righteousness.’” 9 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Let your hands be strong,* you who now hear these words from the mouth of the prophets, the same words that were spoken on the day the foundation of the house of Jehovah of armies was laid for the temple to be built. 10 For before that time, there were no wages being paid either for man or for beast; and it was not safe to come and go because of the adversary, for I turned all men one against another.’ 11 “‘But now I will not deal with the remaining ones of this people as in the former days,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 12 ‘For the seed of peace will be sown; the vine will produce its fruit and the earth its yield, and the heavens will give their dew; and I will cause the remaining ones of this people to inherit all these things. 13 And just as you became an object of cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you, and you will become a blessing. Do not be afraid! Let your hands be strong.’* 14 “For this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘“Just as I had determined to bring calamity on you because your forefathers made me indignant,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I felt no regret, 15 so at this time I have determined to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do not be afraid!”’ 16 “‘These are the things you should do: Speak the truth with one another, and the judgments in your gates must promote truth and peace. 17 Do not scheme calamity against one another in your hearts, and do not love any false oath; for these are all things that I hate,’ declares Jehovah.” 18 The word of Jehovah of armies again came to me, saying: 19 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth month, the fast of the seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month will be occasions for exultation and joy for the house of Judah—festivals of rejoicing. So love truth and peace.’ 20 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘It will yet come to pass that peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will come; 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to those of another and say: “Let us earnestly go to beg for the favor* of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I am also going.” 22 And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor* of Jehovah.’ 23 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Meaning “Jehovah Has Remembered.”
Or “Return.”
See App. B15.
That is, without walls to enclose it.
Lit., “after glory.”
Or “touches my eyeball.”
Or “mankind.”
Or “guilt.”
Or “with robes of state.”
Or “have charge of; guard.”
Or “a plain.”
Or “the capstone.”
Or “small things?”
Lit., “the stone, the tin.”
That is, fruit-laden twigs of the tree.
A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
Lit., “the ephah,” here referring to a container or basket used to measure an ephah. An ephah equaled 22 L (20 dry qt). See App. B14.
That is, Babylonia.
That is, the chariot.
Or “a grand crown.”
That is, between his roles as ruler and priest.
Or “the grand crown.”
Or “reminder.”
See App. B15.
Or “soften the face.”
Or “temple.”
Or “the orphan.”
Or possibly, “a hard stone,” such as an emery stone.
Or “instruction.”
Lit., “he.”
Or “faithfulness.”
Lit., “because of the multitude of days.”
Or “from the land of the sunrise and the land of the setting sun.”
Or “faithfulness.”
Or “Take courage.”
Or “Take courage.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”





^ ***sjj song 26 You Did It for Me***


SONG 26

You Did It for Me


(Matthew 25:34-40)


	1. Other sheep Jesus has, and they serve alongside

those anointed to be Christ’s heavenly bride.

All the things that are done

for their comfort and aid

Are things he considers that must be repaid.

(CHORUS)

“If you comforted them, you comforted me.

If you did it for them, you did it for me.

Your labors for them were your labors for me.

You did it for them; you did it for me.

If you did it for them, you did it for me.”





	2. “Yes, you comforted me in my hunger and thirst,

and whatever my need, you came to me first.”

“Tell us, when did we do this?”

these ones will reply.

The King will then answer them, telling them why:

(CHORUS)

“If you comforted them, you comforted me.

If you did it for them, you did it for me.

Your labors for them were your labors for me.

You did it for them; you did it for me.

If you did it for them, you did it for me.”





	3. “You’ve been loyal to me, doing works that are fine,

as you preach alongside these brothers of mine.”

So the King will then say

to the sheep on his right:

“Inherit the earth and perfection of life.”

(CHORUS)

“If you comforted them, you comforted me.

If you did it for them, you did it for me.

Your labors for them were your labors for me.

You did it for them; you did it for me.

If you did it for them, you did it for me.”









(See also Prov. 19:17; Matt. 10:40-42; 2 Tim. 1:16, 17.)





^ (Matt. 25:34-40) “Then the King will say to those on his right: ‘Come, you who have been blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the founding of the world. 35 For I became hungry and you gave me something to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you received me hospitably; 36 naked* and you clothed me. I fell sick and you looked after me. I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the righteous ones will answer him with the words: ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and receive you hospitably, or naked and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 In reply the King will say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

Or “not sufficiently dressed.”


^ (Prov. 19:17) The one showing favor to the lowly is lending to Jehovah, And He will repay* him for what he does.

Or “reward.”


^ (Matt. 10:40-42) “Whoever receives you receives me also, and whoever receives me receives also the One who sent me. 41 Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will get a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will get a righteous man’s reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water to drink because he is a disciple, I tell you truly, he will by no means lose his reward.”



^ (2 Tim. 1:16, 17) May the Lord grant mercy to the household of On·e·siphʹo·rus, for he often refreshed me, and he did not become ashamed of my prison chains. 17 On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he diligently looked for me and found me.









^ ***w14 11/15 p. 27 “Now You Are God’s People”***


14 The flocking of many humans to worship Jehovah with his people in this time of the end was foretold by two ancient prophets. Isaiah prophesied: “Many peoples will go and say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, and we will walk in his paths.’ For law will go out of Zion, and the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.” (Isa. 2:2, 3) Likewise, the prophet Zechariah foretold that “many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor of Jehovah.” He depicted them as “ten men out of all the languages of the nations” who, symbolically speaking, would take hold of the robe of spiritual Israel, saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”​—Zech. 8:20-23.





^ par. 14 (Isa. 2:2, 3) In the final part of the days,* The mountain of the house of Jehovah Will become firmly established above the top of the mountains, And it will be raised up above the hills, And to it all the nations will stream.  3 And many peoples will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, To the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.

Or “In the last days.”
Or “instruction.”


^ par. 14 (Zech. 8:20-23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘It will yet come to pass that peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will come; 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to those of another and say: “Let us earnestly go to beg for the favor* of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I am also going.” 22 And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor* of Jehovah.’ 23 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “soften the face.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”








^ ***w16 January p. 23 “We Want to Go With You”***


 4. If it is not possible to know the names of all anointed ones on earth today, how can we “go with” them?

4 If it is not possible to know with certainty the names of all spiritual Israelites on earth today, how can members of the other sheep “go with” them? Notice what the prophecy in Zechariah states concerning the figurative ten men. These ones would “take firm hold of the robe of a Jew, saying: ‘We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.’” Although only one Jew is mentioned here, in both instances the pronoun “you” refers to more than one person. This spiritual Jew must, then, be a composite person, not just one individual! So it is not necessary to identify every spiritual Jew and then go with him or her. Rather, we need to identify these ones as a group and then support them as such. In no way do the Scriptures encourage us to follow an individual. Jesus is our Leader.​—Matt. 23:10.





^ par. 4 (Matt. 23:10) Neither be called leaders, for your Leader is one, the Christ.









^ ***w09 2/15 pp. 27-28 They “Keep Following the Lamb”***

14. How can loyal support be given to Christ’s brothers?

14 Jesus Christ considers the loyal support given to his brothers as being given to him. (Read Matthew 25:40.) In what way, then, can those who have the earthly hope support Christ’s spirit-anointed brothers? Principally by helping them with the Kingdom-preaching work. (Matt. 24:14; John 14:12) While the number of anointed ones on the earth has decreased over the decades, the number of the other sheep has increased. When those who have an earthly hope share in the witness work, serving if possible as full-time evangelizers, they support the spirit-anointed ones in fulfilling the disciple-making assignment. (Matt. 28:19, 20) Not to be overlooked are the opportunities to support this work by making financial contributions in various ways.



^ par. 14 (Matt. 25:40) In reply the King will say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’



^ par. 14 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 14 (John 14:12) Most truly I say to you, whoever exercises faith in me will also do the works that I do; and he will do works greater than these, because I am going my way to the Father.



^ par. 14 (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.








^ ***w17 October p. 25 Visions of Zechariah—How They Affect You***


18 However, the vision also reminded the Jews of their responsibility to maintain the purity of their worship. Wickedness cannot and will not be allowed to creep into and dwell among Jehovah’s people. After we have been brought into the protective and loving care of God’s clean organization, we have the responsibility to help maintain it. Are we moved to keep our “house” clean? Wickedness in any form does not belong in our spiritual paradise.








^ ***w17 October pp. 27-28 Chariots and a Crown Safeguard You***


7, 8. (a) What do the two mountains represent? (b) Why are the mountains made of copper?

7 In the Bible, mountains can represent kingdoms, or governments. The mountains in Zechariah’s account are similar to two mountains described in Daniel’s prophecy. One mountain represents Jehovah’s universal and eternal rulership. The other mountain represents the Messianic Kingdom in the hands of Jesus. (Dan. 2:35, 45) Since Jesus’ enthronement in the autumn of 1914, both mountains have been present and have played a special role in the fulfillment of God’s will on earth.

8 Why are the mountains made of copper? Like gold, copper is a metal that is highly valued. Jehovah directed that this shiny metal be used in the construction of the tabernacle and later in the temple in Jerusalem. (Ex. 27:1-3; 1 Ki. 7:13-16) Appropriately, then, the copper of the two symbolic mountains reminds us of the excellent quality of Jehovah’s universal sovereignty and of the Messianic Kingdom, which will provide stability and blessings to all mankind.





^ par. 7 (Dan. 2:35) At that time the iron, the clay, the copper, the silver, and the gold were, all together, crushed and became like the chaff from the summer threshing floor, and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a large mountain, and it filled the whole earth.



^ par. 7 (Dan. 2:45) just as you saw that out of the mountain a stone was cut not by hands, and that it crushed the iron, the copper, the clay, the silver, and the gold. The Grand God has made known to the king what will happen in the future. The dream is true, and its interpretation is trustworthy.”



^ par. 8 (Ex. 27:1-3) “You will make the altar of acacia wood; it will be five cubits* long and five cubits wide. The altar should be square and three cubits high. 2 You will make horns on its four corners; the horns will be part of the altar, and you will overlay the altar with copper. 3 You will make buckets for clearing away its ashes,* along with shovels, bowls, forks, and fire holders, and you will make all its utensils of copper.

A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
Or “fatty ashes,” that is, ashes soaked with the fat of the sacrifices.


^ par. 8 (1 Ki. 7:13-16) King Solʹo·mon sent for Hiʹram and brought him from Tyre. 14 He was the son of a widow from the tribe of Naphʹta·li, and his father was a Tyrʹi·an coppersmith; and he had great skill, understanding, and experience for all kinds of work in copper.* So he came to King Solʹo·mon and did all his work. 15 He cast the two pillars of copper; each pillar was 18 cubits high, and it took a measuring cord 12 cubits long to encircle each of the two pillars.* 16 And he made two capitals cast in copper to put on the tops of the pillars. One capital was five cubits high, and the other capital was five cubits high.

Or “bronze,” here and in subsequent occurrences in this chapter.
Or “each of the two pillars was 12 cubits in circumference.”








^ ***fg lesson 5***


Jehovah gave the earth to men and women. It is our home. Therefore, the first human couple, Adam and Eve, were not created to populate the heavens​—God had already created angels to live in heaven. (Job 38:4, 7) Rather, God took the first man and settled him in a delightful paradise called the garden of Eden. (Genesis 2:15-17) Jehovah gave him and his future offspring the prospect of enjoying life without end on earth.​—Read Psalm 37:29; 115:16.

Originally, only the garden of Eden was a paradise. The first human couple were to fill the earth with their offspring. In time, they were to subdue the entire globe and make it a paradise. (Genesis 1:28) The earth will never be destroyed. It will always be mankind’s home.​—Read Psalm 104:5.





^ par. 1 (Job 38:4) Where were you when I founded the earth? Tell me, if you think you understand.



^ par. 1 (Job 38:7) When the morning stars joyfully cried out together, And all the sons of God* began shouting in applause?

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ par. 1 (Gen. 2:15-17) Jehovah God took the man and settled him in the garden of Eʹden to cultivate it and to take care of it. 16 Jehovah God also gave this command to the man: “From every tree of the garden you may eat to satisfaction. 17 But as for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad, you must not eat from it, for in the day you eat from it you will certainly die.”



^ par. 1 (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ par. 1 (Ps. 115:16) As for the heavens, they belong to Jehovah, But the earth he has given to the sons of men.



^ par. 2 (Gen. 1:28) Further, God blessed them, and God said to them: “Be fruitful and become many, fill the earth and subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and every living creature that is moving on the earth.”



^ par. 2 (Ps. 104:5) He has established the earth on its foundations; It will not be moved from its place* forever and ever.

Or “will not totter.”








^ ***sjj song 70 Search Out Deserving Ones***


SONG 70

Search Out Deserving Ones


(Matthew 10:11-15)


	1. In preaching the Kingdom and teaching the truth,

Our Lord showed us how to proceed:

‘Search out those deserving and ready to hear,

Those aware of their spiritual need.

By greeting the household and wishing it peace,

Then it may be that peace you’ll impart.

But when they refuse you or turn you away,

Shake the dust from your feet and depart.’



	2. All those who receive you receive him as well,

Respond when their heart opens wide.

Their right disposition for unending life

Will impel them to serve at your side.

And never be anxious about what to say,

For Jehovah will help you to speak.

Your answer when gracious and seasoned with salt

Will appeal to the humble and meek.







(See also Acts 13:48; 16:14; Col. 4:6.)





^ (Matt. 10:11-15) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave. 12 When you enter the house, greet the household. 13 If the house is deserving, let the peace you wish it come upon it; but if it is not deserving, let the peace from you return upon you. 14 Wherever anyone does not receive you or listen to your words, on going out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it will be more endurable for the land of Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah on Judgment Day than for that city.



^ (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah,* and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.

See App. A5.


^ (Acts 16:14) And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah* opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying.

See App. A5.


^ (Col. 4:6) Let your words always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you will know how you should answer each person.









^ ***kr pp. 236-240 The Kingdom Carries Out God’s Will on Earth***


17. Why may we be sure that Jehovah will provide abundantly for our needs when the Kingdom is ruling over the whole earth?

17 Abundance. Picture a time when there will be no such thing as poverty, malnutrition, famine, or welfare systems. The spiritual plenty that God’s people enjoy today is a guarantee that the Messianic King will feed his subjects in every respect. When Jesus was on the earth, he demonstrated on a small scale that he can fulfill such promises, for he fed thousands of hungry people with just a few loaves and fish. (Matt. 14:17, 18; 15:34-36; Mark 8:19, 20) When God’s Kingdom is ruling over the whole earth, prophecies like this one will see a literal fulfillment: “He will give the rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the ground produces will be abundant and rich. In that day your livestock will graze in spacious pastures.”​—Isa. 30:23.

18, 19. (a) What does the prophecy recorded at Isaiah 65:20-22 mean to you? (b) In what sense will our days be “like the days of a tree”?

18 Today many people can hardly imagine owning a comfortable home or having rewarding, satisfying work to do. In this corrupt system, many feel that they work long and hard with little real benefit to themselves or their family, while the rich and greedy reap all the rewards. Imagine what it will be like when this prophecy comes true worldwide: “They will build houses and live in them, and they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. They will not build for someone else to inhabit, nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, and the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full.”​—Isa. 65:20-22.

19 What does it mean that our days will be “like the days of a tree”? When you stand at the base of a massive tree, do you feel a sense of awe sweeping over you as you contemplate how long that living thing has been there​—perhaps since long before your great-grandparents were born? It might occur to you that if you were to remain in your present imperfect state, such a tree would likely outlive you, still stretching out its long, peaceful existence even after you had become a mere memory. How kind of Jehovah to assure us that in the Paradise to come, our own days will be long and peaceful! (Ps. 37:11, 29) The day will come when even long-lived trees will seem to us as transient as the grass, coming and going while we continue living forever!

20. How will loyal Kingdom subjects come to enjoy perfect health?

20 Perfect health. Today, sickness and death cast their grim shadows over every aspect of this world. In a sense, we are all sick​—infected with a terminal illness called sin. The only cure is Christ’s ransom sacrifice. (Rom. 3:23; 6:23) During the Millennial Reign, Jesus and his corulers will fully apply the benefits of that sacrifice, gradually eradicating all traces of sin from faithful humans. Isaiah’s prophecy will come true in the fullest sense: “No resident will say: ‘I am sick.’ The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.” (Isa. 33:24) Imagine a time when no one will be blind, deaf, or crippled. (Read Isaiah 35:5, 6.) No illness will prove to be beyond Jesus’ ability to heal​—whether physical, mental, or emotional. Loyal Kingdom subjects will enjoy perfect health!

21. What will become of death, and why do you find that promise comforting?

21 What, though, of the common outcome of sickness, the inevitable result of sin​—death? That is our “last enemy,” the one foe against which all imperfect humans sooner or later prove powerless. (1 Cor. 15:26) But is death such a daunting adversary to Jehovah? Notice what Isaiah foretold: “He will swallow up death forever, and the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces.” (Isa. 25:8) Can you picture that time? No more funerals, no more cemeteries, no more tears of grief! Quite the contrary​—there will be tears of joy as Jehovah fulfills his thrilling promise to bring back the dead! (Read Isaiah 26:19.) At last, countless wounds inflicted by death will heal.

22. What will happen when the Messianic Kingdom has finished carrying out God’s will on earth?

22 By the end of the Millennium, the Kingdom will have finished carrying out God’s will on earth, and Christ will hand the rulership over to his Father. (1 Cor. 15:25-28) Humankind, perfected at last, will be ready to face a final test when Satan is released from his abyss of inactivity. Thereafter, Christ will finally crush that vile serpent and all his supporters. (Gen. 3:15; Rev. 20:3, 7-10) But all who loyally love Jehovah will face a bright prospect. Perhaps no words could paint a better picture than the ones we find in an inspired phrase. It is the promise that faithful ones will have “the glorious freedom of the children of God.”​—Rom. 8:21.

23, 24. (a) Why is the fulfillment of God’s promises a certainty? (b) What are you determined to do?

23 Those promises are not based on mere hopes, wishes, or dreams. Fulfillment of Jehovah’s promises is a certainty! Why? Remember the words of Jesus that we discussed in the opening chapter of this book. He taught his followers to pray to Jehovah: “Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.” (Matt. 6:9, 10) God’s Kingdom is not the product of someone’s imagination. It is a reality! It rules in heaven right now. For a century now, it has fulfilled Jehovah’s promises in ways that we can clearly see in the Christian congregation. We may be sure, then, that all of Jehovah’s promises will be fulfilled when God’s Kingdom comes to exert its full power toward the earth!

24 We know that God’s Kingdom will come. We know that Jehovah’s every word of promise will come true. Why? Because GOD’S KINGDOM RULES! The question for each of us to ask is, ‘Does the Kingdom rule me?’ Let us do all we can to live as loyal subjects of that Kingdom now, so that we may benefit from its perfect, just rule forever!





^ par. 17 (Matt. 14:17, 18) They said to him: “We have nothing here except five loaves and two fish.” 18 He said: “Bring them here to me.”



^ par. 17 (Matt. 15:34-36) At this Jesus said to them: “How many loaves do you have?” They said: “Seven, and a few small fish.” 35 So after instructing the crowd to recline on the ground, 36 he took the seven loaves and the fish, and after offering thanks, he broke them and began giving them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds.



^ par. 17 (Mark 8:19, 20) when I broke the five loaves for the 5,000 men, how many baskets full of fragments you collected?” They said to him: “Twelve.” 20 “When I broke the seven loaves for the 4,000 men, how many large baskets* full of fragments did you take up?” And they said to him: “Seven.”

Or “provision baskets.”


^ par. 17 (Isa. 30:23) And he will give the rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the ground produces will be abundant and rich.* In that day your livestock will graze in spacious pastures.

Lit., “fat and well-oiled.”


^ (Isa. 65:20-22) “No more will there be an infant from that place who lives but a few days, Nor an old man who fails to live out his days. For anyone who dies at a hundred will be considered a mere boy, And the sinner will be cursed, even though he is a hundred years of age.* 21 They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full.

Or possibly, “And the one who falls short of a hundred will be considered cursed.”


^ par. 18 (Isa. 65:20-22) “No more will there be an infant from that place who lives but a few days, Nor an old man who fails to live out his days. For anyone who dies at a hundred will be considered a mere boy, And the sinner will be cursed, even though he is a hundred years of age.* 21 They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full.

Or possibly, “And the one who falls short of a hundred will be considered cursed.”


^ par. 19 (Ps. 37:11) But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ par. 19 (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ par. 20 (Rom. 3:23) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,



^ par. 20 (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.



^ par. 20 (Isa. 33:24) And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Or “inhabitant.”


^ par. 20 (Isa. 35:5, 6) At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.



^ par. 21 (1 Cor. 15:26) And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing.



^ par. 21 (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^ par. 21 (Isa. 26:19) “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.*

Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”


^ par. 22 (1 Cor. 15:25-28) For he must rule as king until God has put all enemies under his feet. 26 And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing. 27 For God “subjected all things under his feet.” But when he says that ‘all things have been subjected,’ it is evident that this does not include the One who subjected all things to him. 28 But when all things will have been subjected to him, then the Son himself will also subject himself to the One who subjected all things to him, that God may be all things to everyone.



^ par. 22 (Gen. 3:15) And I will put enmity* between you and the woman and between your offspring* and her offspring.* He will crush* your head, and you will strike* him in the heel.”

Or “hostility.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “bruise; strike.”
Or “bruise; crush.”


^ par. 22 (Rev. 20:3) And he hurled him into the abyss and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not mislead the nations anymore until the 1,000 years were ended. After this he must be released for a little while.



^ par. 22 (Rev. 20:7-10) Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and he will go out to mislead those nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of these is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they advanced over the whole earth and encircled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved city. But fire came down out of heaven and consumed them. 10 And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.”


^ par. 22 (Rom. 8:21) that the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God.



^ par. 23 (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.* 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”








^ ***kr chap. 22 The Kingdom Carries Out God’s Will on Earth***

How Real Is the Kingdom to You?


	  How did Jehovah fulfill his promises regarding the Jews returning from exile?



	  How has Jehovah allowed us to enjoy a spiritual paradise today?



	  What aspects of life in Paradise appeal to you the most?



	  What convinces you that God’s Kingdom is real and is now ruling?














^ ***sjj song 139 See Yourself When All Is New***


SONG 139

See Yourself When All Is New


(Revelation 21:1-5)


	1. Just see yourself, just see me too;

Just see us all in a world that is new.

Think how you’ll feel, how it will be,

To live in peace, to be truly free.

No evil one will then prevail;

Rule by our God cannot ever fail.

The time will have come for a new earthly start,

The song of our praises

will pour out from our heart:

(CHORUS)

“We thank you, our God, for all you have done.

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”





	2. Now see yourself, and see me too;

And look ahead to a world that is new.

No sight we see, no sound we hear

Will cause alarm or give rise to fear.

All has come true, just as he said;

Now over mankind, his tent is spread.

He now will awaken those sleeping in death;

Their voices will join ours with

ev’ry grateful breath:

(CHORUS)

“We thank you, our God, for all you have done.

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”









(See also Ps. 37:10, 11; Isa. 65:17; John 5:28; 2 Pet. 3:13.)





^ (Rev. 21:1-5) And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea is no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ (Ps. 37:10, 11) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (John 5:28) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice



^ (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.















^ (Zech. 1:1-8:23) In the eighth month in the second year of Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to the prophet Zech·a·riʹah* son of Ber·e·chiʹah son of Idʹdo, saying: 2 “Jehovah grew greatly indignant at your fathers. 3 “Say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “‘Return to me,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘and I will return to you,’ says Jehovah of armies.”’ 4 “‘Do not become like your fathers, to whom the former prophets proclaimed: “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Turn away,* please, from your evil ways and your evil deeds.’”’ “‘But they did not listen, and they paid no attention to me,’ declares Jehovah. 5 “‘Where are your fathers now? And did the prophets live forever? 6 However, my words and my decrees that I commanded my servants, the prophets, caught up with your fathers, did they not?’ So they returned to me and said: ‘Jehovah of armies has dealt with us according to our ways and our deeds, just as he had determined to do.’” 7 On the 24th day of the 11th month, that is, the month of Sheʹbat,* in the second year of Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to the prophet Zech·a·riʹah son of Ber·e·chiʹah son of Idʹdo, saying: 8 “I saw a vision in the night. There was a man riding on a red horse, and he stood still among the myrtle trees in the ravine; and behind him there were red, reddish-brown, and white horses.” 9 So I said: “Who are these, my lord?” The angel who was speaking with me replied: “I will show you who these are.” 10 Then the man who was standing still among the myrtle trees said: “These are the ones whom Jehovah has sent out to walk about in the earth.” 11 And they said to the angel of Jehovah who was standing among the myrtle trees: “We have walked about in the earth, and look! the whole earth is quiet and undisturbed.” 12 So the angel of Jehovah said: “O Jehovah of armies, how long will you withhold your mercy from Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with whom you have been indignant these 70 years?” 13 Jehovah answered the angel who was speaking with me, with kind and comforting words. 14 Then the angel who was speaking with me told me: “Call out, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “I am zealous for Jerusalem and for Zion with a great zeal. 15 With great indignation I am indignant with the nations that are at ease, because I felt indignant to a small extent, but they added to the calamity.”’ 16 “Therefore this is what Jehovah says: ‘“I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, and my own house will be built in her,” declares Jehovah of armies, “and a measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem.”’ 17 “Call out once more and say, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “My cities will again overflow with goodness; and Jehovah will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.”’” 18 Then I looked up and saw four horns. 19 So I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “What are these?” He replied: “These are the horns that dispersed Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” 20 Jehovah then showed me four craftsmen. 21 I asked: “What are these coming to do?” He said: “These are the horns that dispersed Judah to such an extent that no one was able to raise his head. These others will come to terrify them, to cast down the horns of the nations that lifted up their horns against the land of Judah, in order to disperse her.” 
2 And I looked up and saw a man with a measuring line in his hand. 2 So I asked: “Where are you going?” He replied: “To measure Jerusalem, to see what is her width and what is her length.” 3 And look! the angel who was speaking with me went out, and another angel came to meet him. 4 Then he said to him: “Run over there and tell that young man, ‘“Jerusalem will be inhabited as open rural country,* because of all the men and livestock within her. 5 And I will become to her,” declares Jehovah, “a wall of fire all around, and I will become the glory in her midst.”’” 6 “Come! Come! Flee from the land of the north,” declares Jehovah. “For I have scattered you to the four winds of the heavens,” declares Jehovah. 7 “Come, Zion! Make your escape, you who are dwelling with the daughter of Babylon. 8 For this is what Jehovah of armies says, who after being glorified* has sent me to the nations that were plundering you: ‘Whoever touches you touches the pupil of my eye.* 9 For now I will wave my hand against them, and they will become plunder for their own slaves.’ And you will certainly know that Jehovah of armies has sent me. 10 “Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion; for I am coming, and I will reside in your midst,” declares Jehovah. 11 “Many nations will join themselves to Jehovah in that day, and they will become my people; and I will reside in your midst.” And you will have to know that Jehovah of armies has sent me to you. 12 Jehovah will take possession of Judah as his portion on the holy ground, and he will again choose Jerusalem. 13 Be silent, all flesh,* before Jehovah, for he is taking action from his holy dwelling. 
3 And he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of Jehovah, and Satan was standing at his right hand to resist him. 2 Then the angel of Jehovah said to Satan: “May Jehovah rebuke you, O Satan, yes, may Jehovah, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this one a burning log snatched out of the fire?” 3 Now Joshua was clothed in filthy garments and standing before the angel. 4 The angel said to those standing before him, “Remove his filthy garments.” Then he said to him, “See, I have caused your error* to pass away from you, and you will be clothed with fine garments.”* 5 So I said: “Let a clean turban be put on his head.” And they put the clean turban on his head and clothed him with garments; and the angel of Jehovah was standing nearby. 6 The angel of Jehovah then declared to Joshua: 7 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘If you will walk in my ways and carry out your responsibilities before me, then you will serve as a judge in my house and take care of* my courtyards; and I will give you free access among these who are standing here.’ 8 “‘Hear, please, O High Priest Joshua, you and your companions who sit before you, for these men serve as a sign; look! I am bringing in my servant Sprout! 9 See the stone that I have set before Joshua! On the one stone are seven eyes; and I am engraving an inscription on it,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘and I will take away the guilt of that land in one day.’ 10 “‘In that day,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘each of you will invite your neighbor to come under your vine and under your fig tree.’” 
4 The angel who had been speaking with me came back and woke me up, as when waking someone from sleep. 2 Then he said to me: “What do you see?” So I said: “I see, and look! a lampstand entirely of gold, with a bowl on top of it. There are seven lamps on it, yes, seven, and the lamps, which are at the top of it, have seven pipes. 3 And next to it are two olive trees, one on the right of the bowl and one on the left.” 4 Then I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “What do these things mean, my lord?” 5 So the angel who was speaking with me asked: “Do you not know what these things mean?” I replied: “No, my lord.” 6 He then said to me: “This is the word of Jehovah to Ze·rubʹba·bel: ‘“Not by a military force, nor by power, but by my spirit,” says Jehovah of armies. 7 Who are you, O great mountain? Before Ze·rubʹba·bel you will become a level land.* And he will bring out the top stone* amid shouts of: “How wonderful! How wonderful!”’” 8 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 9 “The hands of Ze·rubʹba·bel have laid the foundation of this house, and his own hands will finish it. And you will have to know that Jehovah of armies has sent me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small beginnings?* For they will rejoice and see the plumb line* in the hand of Ze·rubʹba·bel. These seven are the eyes of Jehovah, which are roving about in all the earth.” 11 Then I asked him: “What is the meaning of these two olive trees on the right and on the left of the lampstand?” 12 I asked him a second time: “What is the meaning of the two bunches of twigs* of the olive trees that are pouring out the golden liquid through the two golden tubes?” 13 So he asked me: “Do you not know what these things mean?” I replied: “No, my lord.” 14 He said: “These are the two anointed ones who are standing alongside the Lord of the whole earth.” 
5 Again I looked up, and I saw a flying scroll. 2 He asked me: “What do you see?” I replied: “I see a flying scroll, which is 20 cubits* long and 10 cubits wide.” 3 Then he said to me: “This is the curse that is going out over the face of all the earth, because everyone who steals, as written on its one side, has gone unpunished; and everyone who makes a sworn oath, as written on its other side, has gone unpunished. 4 ‘I have sent it out,’ declares Jehovah of armies, ‘and it will enter into the house of the thief and into the house of the one who makes a false oath in my name; and it will remain inside that house and consume it and its timbers and its stones.’” 5 Then the angel who was speaking with me came forward and said to me: “Look up, please, and see what is going out.” 6 So I asked: “What is it?” He replied: “This is the eʹphah container* that is going out.” He continued: “This is their appearance in all the earth.” 7 And I saw that the round lid of lead was lifted up, and there was a woman sitting inside the container. 8 So he said: “This is Wickedness.” Then he threw her back into the eʹphah container, after which he thrust the lead weight over its mouth. 9 Then I looked up and saw two women coming forward, and they were soaring in the wind. They had wings like the wings of a stork. And they lifted up the container between the earth and heaven. 10 So I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “Where are they taking the eʹphah container?” 11 He replied: “To the land of Shiʹnar* to build her a house; and when it is prepared, she will be deposited there in her proper place.” 
6 Then I looked up again and saw four chariots coming from between two mountains, and the mountains were of copper. 2 The first chariot had red horses, and the second chariot, black horses. 3 The third chariot had white horses, and the fourth chariot, speckled and dappled horses. 4 I asked the angel who was speaking with me: “What are these, my lord?” 5 The angel answered me: “These are the four spirits of the heavens that are going out after having taken their station before the Lord of the whole earth. 6 The one* with the black horses is going out to the land of the north; the white ones are going out beyond the sea; and the speckled ones are going out to the land of the south. 7 And the dappled ones were eager to go out to walk about through the earth.” Then he said: “Go, walk about through the earth.” And they began walking about through the earth. 8 He then called out to me and said: “See, those going out to the land of the north have caused the spirit of Jehovah to rest in the land of the north.” 9 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 10 “Take from Helʹdai, To·biʹjah, and Je·daʹiah what they brought from the people in exile; and on that day, you must go to the house of Jo·siʹah the son of Zeph·a·niʹah along with these who have come from Babylon. 11 You should take silver and gold and make a crown* and put it on the head of Joshua son of Je·hozʹa·dak, the high priest. 12 And say to him, “‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “Here is the man whose name is Sprout. He will sprout from his own place, and he will build the temple of Jehovah. 13 He is the one who will build the temple of Jehovah, and he is the one who will assume the majesty. He will sit down on his throne and rule, and he will also be a priest on his throne, and there will be a peaceable agreement between the two.* 14 And the crown* will serve as a memorial* for Heʹlem, To·biʹjah, Je·daʹiah, and Hen the son of Zeph·a·niʹah, in the temple of Jehovah. 15 And those who are far away will come and take part in building the temple of Jehovah.” And you will have to know that Jehovah of armies has sent me to you. And it will occur—if you do not fail to listen to the voice of Jehovah your God.’” 
7 And in the fourth year of King Da·riʹus, the word of Jehovah came to Zech·a·riʹah on the fourth day of the ninth month, that is, the month of Chisʹlev.* 2 The people of Bethʹel sent Shar·eʹzer and Reʹgem-melʹech and his men to beg for the favor* of Jehovah, 3 saying to the priests of the house* of Jehovah of armies and to the prophets: “Should I weep in the fifth month and abstain from food, as I have done for so many years?” 4 The word of Jehovah of armies again came to me, saying: 5 “Say to all the people of the land and to the priests, ‘When you fasted and wailed in the fifth month and in the seventh month for 70 years, did you really fast for me? 6 And when you would eat and drink, were you not eating for yourselves and drinking for yourselves? 7 Should you not obey the words that Jehovah proclaimed through the former prophets, while Jerusalem and her surrounding cities were inhabited and at peace, and while the Negʹeb and the She·pheʹlah were inhabited?’” 8 The word of Jehovah again came to Zech·a·riʹah, saying: 9 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Judge with true justice, and deal with one another in loyal love and mercy. 10 Do not defraud the widow or the fatherless child,* the foreigner or the poor; and do not scheme evil against one another in your hearts.’ 11 But they kept refusing to pay attention, and they stubbornly turned their backs, and they stopped up their ears so as not to hear. 12 They made their heart like a diamond* and would not obey the law* and the words that Jehovah of armies sent by his spirit through the former prophets. So there came great indignation from Jehovah of armies.” 13 “‘Just as they did not listen when I* called, so I would not listen when they called,’ says Jehovah of armies. 14 ‘And I scattered them with a storm wind throughout all the nations that they had not known, and the land was left desolate behind them, with no one passing through or returning; for they turned the desirable land into an object of horror.’” 
8 The word of Jehovah of armies again came, saying: 2 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘I will be zealous for Zion with a great zeal, and with great wrath I will be zealous for her.’” 3 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘I will return to Zion and reside in Jerusalem; and Jerusalem will be called the city of truth,* and the mountain of Jehovah of armies, the holy mountain.’” 4 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Old men and women will again sit in the public squares of Jerusalem, each with his staff in his hand because of his great age.* 5 And the public squares of the city will be filled with boys and girls playing there.’” 6 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Although it may seem too difficult to the remaining ones of this people in those days, should it seem too difficult also to me?’ declares Jehovah of armies.” 7 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Here I am saving my people from the lands of the east and the west.* 8 And I will bring them in, and they will reside in Jerusalem; and they will become my people, and I will become their God in truth* and in righteousness.’” 9 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Let your hands be strong,* you who now hear these words from the mouth of the prophets, the same words that were spoken on the day the foundation of the house of Jehovah of armies was laid for the temple to be built. 10 For before that time, there were no wages being paid either for man or for beast; and it was not safe to come and go because of the adversary, for I turned all men one against another.’ 11 “‘But now I will not deal with the remaining ones of this people as in the former days,’ declares Jehovah of armies. 12 ‘For the seed of peace will be sown; the vine will produce its fruit and the earth its yield, and the heavens will give their dew; and I will cause the remaining ones of this people to inherit all these things. 13 And just as you became an object of cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, so I will save you, and you will become a blessing. Do not be afraid! Let your hands be strong.’* 14 “For this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘“Just as I had determined to bring calamity on you because your forefathers made me indignant,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I felt no regret, 15 so at this time I have determined to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do not be afraid!”’ 16 “‘These are the things you should do: Speak the truth with one another, and the judgments in your gates must promote truth and peace. 17 Do not scheme calamity against one another in your hearts, and do not love any false oath; for these are all things that I hate,’ declares Jehovah.” 18 The word of Jehovah of armies again came to me, saying: 19 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘The fast of the fourth month, the fast of the fifth month, the fast of the seventh month, and the fast of the tenth month will be occasions for exultation and joy for the house of Judah—festivals of rejoicing. So love truth and peace.’ 20 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘It will yet come to pass that peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will come; 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to those of another and say: “Let us earnestly go to beg for the favor* of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I am also going.” 22 And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor* of Jehovah.’ 23 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Meaning “Jehovah Has Remembered.”
Or “Return.”
See App. B15.
That is, without walls to enclose it.
Lit., “after glory.”
Or “touches my eyeball.”
Or “mankind.”
Or “guilt.”
Or “with robes of state.”
Or “have charge of; guard.”
Or “a plain.”
Or “the capstone.”
Or “small things?”
Lit., “the stone, the tin.”
That is, fruit-laden twigs of the tree.
A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
Lit., “the ephah,” here referring to a container or basket used to measure an ephah. An ephah equaled 22 L (20 dry qt). See App. B14.
That is, Babylonia.
That is, the chariot.
Or “a grand crown.”
That is, between his roles as ruler and priest.
Or “the grand crown.”
Or “reminder.”
See App. B15.
Or “soften the face.”
Or “temple.”
Or “the orphan.”
Or possibly, “a hard stone,” such as an emery stone.
Or “instruction.”
Lit., “he.”
Or “faithfulness.”
Lit., “because of the multitude of days.”
Or “from the land of the sunrise and the land of the setting sun.”
Or “faithfulness.”
Or “Take courage.”
Or “Take courage.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”








^ ***od p. 84 Methods of Preaching the Good News***


SEARCHING OUT DESERVING ONES

10 Jesus instructed his disciples to “search out” deserving ones. (Matt. 10:11) His search for those favorably disposed was not limited to the house-to-house ministry. Indeed, he gave a witness on every appropriate occasion, both formal and informal. (Luke 8:1; John 4:7-15) The apostles also witnessed to people at a variety of locations.​—Acts 17:17; 28:16, 23, 30, 31.

Our objective is to reach everyone possible with the Kingdom message





11 Likewise today, our objective is to reach everyone possible with the Kingdom message. This means imitating Jesus and his apostles in their approach to the disciple-making work as well as keeping abreast of the changing times and the varying circumstances of the people in our territory. (1 Cor. 7:31) Therefore, we also engage in public witnessing within our congregation territory. (Acts 20:20) Publishers have been successful in calling on people at places of business. Street witnessing has proved effective in many countries, as has witnessing in parks, parking lots, or wherever people can be found. Some congregations have set up tables or mobile displays within their territory. In addition, the branch office may organize special metropolitan public witnessing in high pedestrian traffic areas of a city, using participants from several congregations. As a result, individuals who are not at home when publishers call may be contacted elsewhere with the good news.





^ par. 10 (Matt. 10:11) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave.



^ par. 10 (Luke 8:1) Shortly afterward he traveled from city to city and from village to village, preaching and declaring the good news of the Kingdom of God. And the Twelve were with him,



^ par. 10 (John 4:7-15) A woman of Sa·marʹi·a came to draw water. Jesus said to her: “Give me a drink.” 8 (For his disciples had gone off into the city to buy food.) 9 So the Sa·marʹi·tan woman said to him: “How is it that you, despite being a Jew, ask me for a drink even though I am a Sa·marʹi·tan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Sa·marʹi·tans.) 10 In answer Jesus said to her: “If you had known of the free gift of God and who it is who says to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 She said to him: “Sir, you do not even have a bucket for drawing water, and the well is deep. From what source, then, do you have this living water? 12 You are not greater than our forefather Jacob, who gave us the well and who together with his sons and his cattle drank out of it, are you?” 13 In answer Jesus said to her: “Everyone drinking from this water will get thirsty again. 14 Whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will never get thirsty at all, but the water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water bubbling up to impart everlasting life.” 15 The woman said to him: “Sir, give me this water, so that I may neither thirst nor keep coming over to this place to draw water.”



^ par. 10 (Acts 17:17) So he began to reason in the synagogue with the Jews and the other people who worshipped God and every day in the marketplace with those who happened to be on hand.



^ par. 10 (Acts 28:16) When finally we entered Rome, Paul was permitted to stay by himself with the soldier guarding him.



^ par. 10 (Acts 28:23) They now arranged for a day to meet with him, and they came in even greater numbers to him in his lodging place. And from morning to evening, he explained the matter to them by bearing thorough witness concerning the Kingdom of God, to persuade them about Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets.



^ par. 10 (Acts 28:30, 31) So he remained there for an entire two years in his own rented house, and he would kindly receive all those who came to him, 31 preaching the Kingdom of God to them and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with the greatest freeness of speech,* without hindrance.

Or “with all boldness.”


^ par. 11 (1 Cor. 7:31) and those making use of the world as those not using it to the full; for the scene of this world is changing.



^ par. 11 (Acts 20:20) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good.”








^ ***od p. 94 Methods of Preaching the Good News***


39 If the individual shows genuine interest, we should try to find someone who is qualified to help him in a language he understands. We can also tell him where nearby meetings are held in his language. If he wishes to be contacted by someone who speaks his language, we can show him how to enter his contact information on jw.org. In turn, the branch office will endeavor to locate a nearby publisher, group, or congregation that can assist him further.

40 Until the interested person tells us that he has been contacted by someone who speaks his language, we should continue calling on him. In some cases, the branch office will inform the elders that someone who speaks the person’s language could not be located. When this occurs, we should do our best to continue cultivating the householder’s interest. If possible, we can study the Bible with him, perhaps with the aid of a publication in his language. If we make good use of the pictures and have the person read the cited scriptures, he will get some basic Bible understanding. A member of his family who knows enough of his language and the local language may be willing to serve as an interpreter.














^ (Zech. 9:1-14:21) A pronouncement: “The word of Jehovah is against the land of Haʹdrach, And Damascus is its target* —For Jehovah’s eye is on mankind And on all the tribes of Israel—  2 And against Haʹmath, which borders on her, And against Tyre and Siʹdon, for they are so wise.  3 Tyre built herself a rampart.* She piled up silver like dust And gold like the dirt of the streets.  4 Look! Jehovah will take away her possessions, And he will strike down her army into the sea;* And she will be consumed in the fire.  5 Ashʹke·lon will see it and be afraid; Gazʹa will feel great anguish, Also Ekʹron, because her hope is put to shame. A king will perish from Gazʹa, And Ashʹke·lon will not be inhabited.  6 An illegitimate son will settle in Ashʹdod, And I will do away with the pride of the Phi·lisʹtine.  7 I will remove the bloodstained things from his mouth And the disgusting things from between his teeth, And he will be left remaining for our God; And he will become like a sheikh* in Judah, And Ekʹron like the Jebʹu·site.  8 I will encamp as a guard* for my house, So that there will be no one passing through and no one returning; And no taskmaster* will pass through again, For now I have seen it* with my eyes.  9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem. Look! Your king is coming to you. He is righteous, bringing salvation,* Humble and riding on a donkey, On a colt,* the foal of a female donkey. 10 I will take away the war chariot from Eʹphra·im And the horse from Jerusalem. The battle bow will be taken away. And he will proclaim peace to the nations; His rulership will be from sea to sea And from the River* to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you, O woman, by the blood of your covenant, I will send your prisoners out of the waterless pit. 12 Return to the stronghold, you prisoners with hope. Today I am telling you, ‘I will repay to you, O woman, a double portion. 13 For I will bend* Judah as my bow. The bow I will fill with Eʹphra·im,* And I will awaken your sons, O Zion, Against your sons, O Greece, And I will make you like a warrior’s sword.’ 14 Jehovah will be seen over them, And his arrow will go out like lightning. The Sovereign Lord Jehovah will sound the horn, And he will advance with the windstorms of the south. 15 Jehovah of armies will defend them, And they will devour and subdue the slingstones. They will drink and be boisterous, as if with wine; And they will be filled like the bowl, Like the corners of the altar. 16 Jehovah their God will save them in that day As the flock of his people; For they will be like the gemstones of a crown* glittering over his soil. 17 For how great his goodness is, And how great his handsomeness is! Grain will make the young men thrive, And new wine the virgins.” 
10 “Ask Jehovah for rain in the time of the spring rain. It is Jehovah who makes the storm clouds, Who pours rain for them, And gives vegetation in the field to everyone.  2 For the teraphim statues* have spoken deception;* And the diviners have visioned a lie. They speak about worthless dreams, And in vain they try to comfort. That is why they will wander like sheep. They will suffer, for there is no shepherd.  3 Against the shepherds my anger burns, And against the oppressive leaders* I will hold an accounting; For Jehovah of armies has turned his attention to his flock, to the house of Judah, And he has made them like his majestic horse in the battle.  4 From him comes the keyman,* From him comes the supporting ruler,* From him comes the battle bow; From him goes forth every overseer,* all of them together.  5 And they will become like warriors, Trampling down the mud of the streets in the battle. They will wage war, for Jehovah is with them; And the riders of horses will be put to shame.  6 I will make the house of Judah superior, And the house of Joseph I will save. I will restore them, For I will show them mercy; And they will be as though I had never cast them off; For I am Jehovah their God, and I will answer them.  7 Those of Eʹphra·im must become like a mighty warrior, And their heart will rejoice as though from wine. Their sons will see this and rejoice; Their heart will be joyful in Jehovah.  8 ‘I will whistle for them and gather them together; For I will redeem them, and they will become many, And continue to be many.  9 Though I scatter them like seed among the peoples, They will remember me in the distant places; With their sons they will revive and return. 10 I will bring them back from the land of Egypt And gather them from As·syrʹi·a; I will bring them to the land of Gilʹe·ad and Lebʹa·non, And there will be no more room for them. 11 He must pass through the sea with distress; And in the sea he will strike down the waves; All the depths of the Nile will dry up. The pride of As·syrʹi·a will be brought down, And the scepter of Egypt will depart. 12 I will make them superior in Jehovah, And they will walk about in his name,’ declares Jehovah.” 
11 “Open your doors, O Lebʹa·non, So that a fire may consume your cedars.  2 Wail, you juniper, for the cedar has fallen; The majestic trees have been destroyed! Wail, you oaks of Baʹshan, For the dense forest has come down!  3 Listen! The wailing of shepherds, For their majesty has been devastated. Listen! The roaring of young lions,* For the dense thickets along the Jordan have been destroyed. 4 “This is what Jehovah my God says, ‘Shepherd the flock meant for the slaughter, 5 whose buyers slaughtered them and are not held guilty. And those who sell them say, “May Jehovah be praised, for I will become rich.” And their shepherds have no compassion for them.’ 6 “‘For I will no longer show compassion on the inhabitants of the land,’ declares Jehovah. ‘So I will cause each man to fall into the hand of his neighbor and his king; and they will crush the land, and I will not rescue them out of their hand.’” 7 And I began to shepherd the flock meant for slaughter, in your behalf, O afflicted ones of the flock. So I took two staffs, and I called one Pleasantness, and the other Union, and I began to shepherd the flock. 8 And I dismissed three shepherds in one month, for I* became impatient with them, and they* detested me as well. 9 And I said: “I will not keep shepherding you. Let the one who is dying die, and let the one perishing perish. As for those who are left, let them devour one another’s flesh.” 10 So I took my staff Pleasantness and cut it up, breaking my covenant that I had made with all the peoples. 11 So it was broken in that day, and the afflicted ones of the flock who were watching me knew that it was the word of Jehovah. 12 Then I said to them: “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, withhold them.” And they paid* my wages, 30 pieces of silver. 13 Then Jehovah said to me: “Throw it into the treasury—the magnificent value with which they valued me.” So I took the 30 pieces of silver and threw it into the treasury at the house of Jehovah. 14 Then I cut up my second staff, the Union, breaking the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 15 And Jehovah said to me: “Now take the equipment of a useless shepherd. 16 For I am letting a shepherd rise up in the land. He will not take care of the sheep that are perishing; he will not seek out the young or heal the injured or feed those able to stand. Instead, he devours the flesh of the fat one and tears off the hooves of the sheep. 17 Woe to my worthless shepherd, who is abandoning the flock! A sword will strike his arm and his right eye. His arm will wither completely, And his right eye will go completely blind.”* 
12 A pronouncement: “The word of Jehovah concerning Israel,” declares Jehovah, The One who stretched out the heavens, Who laid the foundation of the earth, And who formed the spirit* of man within him. 2 “Here I am making Jerusalem a cup* that causes all the surrounding peoples to stagger; and there will be a siege against Judah as well as against Jerusalem. 3 In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her. 4 In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness. I will keep my eyes on the house of Judah, but I will strike every horse of the peoples with blindness. 5 And the sheikhs* of Judah will say in their heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are a strength to me by means of Jehovah of armies their God.’ 6 In that day I will make the sheikhs of Judah like a fiery pot among wood and like a fiery torch in a row of cut grain, and they will consume all the surrounding peoples on the right and on the left; and Jerusalem will again be inhabited in her place,* in Jerusalem. 7 “And Jehovah will save the tents of Judah first, so that the beauty* of the house of David and the beauty* of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be too great over Judah. 8 In that day Jehovah will be a defense around the inhabitants of Jerusalem; in that day the one who stumbles* among them will be like David, and the house of David like God, like Jehovah’s angel who goes before them. 9 And in that day I will be certain to annihilate all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of favor and supplication, and they will look to the one whom they pierced, and they will wail over him as they would wail over an only son; and they will grieve bitterly over him as they would grieve over a firstborn son. 11 In that day the wailing in Jerusalem will be great, like the wailing at Ha·dad·rimʹmon in the Plain of Me·gidʹdo. 12 And the land will wail, each family by itself; the family of David’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of Nathan’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; 13 the family of Leʹvi’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of the Shimʹe·ites by itself, and their women by themselves; 14 and all the families that are left remaining, each family by itself, and their women by themselves. 
13 “In that day a well will be opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for cleansing sin and impurity. 2 “In that day,” declares Jehovah of armies, “I will erase the names of the idols from the land, and they will no longer be remembered; and I will rid the land of the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness. 3 And if a man should prophesy again, his father and his mother who caused his birth will say to him, ‘You will not live, because you have spoken lies in the name of Jehovah.’ And his father and his mother who caused his birth will pierce him through because of his prophesying. 4 “In that day each of the prophets will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies; and they will not wear an official garment of hair in order to deceive. 5 And he will say, ‘I am no prophet. I am a man cultivating the soil, because a man bought me when I was young.’ 6 And if someone asks him, ‘What are these wounds between your shoulders?’* he will answer, ‘Wounds I received in the house of my friends.’”*  7 “O sword, awake against my shepherd, Against the man who is my companion,” declares Jehovah of armies. “Strike the shepherd, and let the flock* be scattered; And I will turn my hand against those who are insignificant.”  8 “And in all the land,” declares Jehovah, “Two parts in it will be cut off and perish;* And the third part will be left remaining in it.  9 And I will bring the third part through the fire; And I will refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on my name, And I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people,’ And they will say, ‘Jehovah is our God.’” 
14 “Look! The day is coming, a day belonging to Jehovah, when the spoil from you* will be divided in your midst. 2 I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem for the war; and the city will be captured and the houses plundered and the women raped. And half of the city will go into exile, but the remaining ones of the people will not be cut off from the city. 3 “Jehovah will go out and war against those nations as when he fights in the day of a battle. 4 In that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in half, from east* to west,* forming a very great valley; and half of the mountain will move to the north, and half of it to the south. 5 You will flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains will extend all the way to Aʹzel. You will have to flee, just as you fled because of the earthquake in the days of King Uz·ziʹah of Judah. And Jehovah my God will come, and all the holy ones will be with him. 6 “In that day there will be no precious light—things will be congealed.* 7 And it will become one day that is known as belonging to Jehovah. It will not be day, nor will it be night; and at evening time there will be light. 8 In that day living waters will flow out from Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea* and half of them toward the western sea.* It will happen in summer and in winter. 9 And Jehovah will be King over all the earth. In that day Jehovah will be one, and his name one. 10 “The whole land will become like the Arʹa·bah, from Geʹba to Rimʹmon south of Jerusalem; and she will rise and be inhabited in her place, from the Gate of Benjamin all the way to the site of the First Gate, all the way to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Ha·nanʹel all the way to the winepresses* of the king. 11 And people will inhabit her; and there will never again be a curse of destruction, and Jerusalem will be inhabited in security. 12 “And this is the scourge with which Jehovah will scourge all the peoples who wage war against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot away while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will rot away in their mouths. 13 “In that day confusion from Jehovah will be widespread among them; and each one will grab hold of the hand of his companion, and his hand will come against the hand of his companion.* 14 Judah will also be involved in the war at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered, gold and silver and garments in vast quantity. 15 “And a scourge like that scourge will also come against the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and all the livestock that are in those camps. 16 “Everyone who is left remaining out of all the nations that come against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to bow down to* the King, Jehovah of armies, and to celebrate the Festival of Booths.* 17 But if anyone among the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to bow down to the King, Jehovah of armies, no rain will fall on them. 18 And if the family of Egypt does not come up and does not come in, they will have no rain. Instead, they will have the scourge with which Jehovah scourges the nations that do not come up to celebrate the Festival of Booths. 19 This will be the punishment for the sin of Egypt and the sin of all the nations that do not come up to celebrate the Festival of Booths. 20 “In that day the words ‘Holiness belongs to Jehovah!’ will be written on the bells of the horses. And the cooking pots* in the house of Jehovah will be like the bowls before the altar. 21 And every cooking pot* in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy and will belong to Jehovah of armies, and all those who are sacrificing will come in and use some of them for boiling. In that day there will no longer be a Caʹnaan·ite* in the house of Jehovah of armies.”

Lit., “resting-place.”
Or “fortress.”
Or possibly, “on the sea.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Or “an outpost.”
Or “oppressor.”
Evidently, the affliction of his people.
Or “and victorious; and saved.”
Or “a male donkey.”
That is, the Euphrates.
Lit., “tread.”
That is, like an arrow.
Or “diadem.”
Or “household gods; idols.”
Or “what is uncanny; what is mystical.”
Lit., “the he-goats.”
Lit., “the corner tower,” pictorial of a vital or important man; a chief.
Lit., “the peg,” pictorial of one who is a support; a ruler.
Or “taskmaster.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “their soul.”
Lit., “weighed out.”
Lit., “dim.”
Or “breath.”
Or “bowl.”
Or “burdensome.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Or “in her rightful place.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “the weakest.”
Lit., “between your hands?” That is, on the chest or on the back.
Or “of those who love me.”
Or “sheep.”
Or “die.”
That is, the city referred to in vs. 2.
Or “the sunrise.”
Lit., “the sea.”
Or “immobilized,” as if stiffened by cold.
That is, the Dead Sea.
That is, the Mediterranean Sea.
Or “press vats.”
Or “and one man will attack another.”
Or “worship.”
Or “Temporary Shelters.”
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pots.”
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pot.”
Or possibly, “trader.”


^ (Zech. 12:1-14) A pronouncement: “The word of Jehovah concerning Israel,” declares Jehovah, The One who stretched out the heavens, Who laid the foundation of the earth, And who formed the spirit* of man within him. 2 “Here I am making Jerusalem a cup* that causes all the surrounding peoples to stagger; and there will be a siege against Judah as well as against Jerusalem. 3 In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her. 4 In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness. I will keep my eyes on the house of Judah, but I will strike every horse of the peoples with blindness. 5 And the sheikhs* of Judah will say in their heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are a strength to me by means of Jehovah of armies their God.’ 6 In that day I will make the sheikhs of Judah like a fiery pot among wood and like a fiery torch in a row of cut grain, and they will consume all the surrounding peoples on the right and on the left; and Jerusalem will again be inhabited in her place,* in Jerusalem. 7 “And Jehovah will save the tents of Judah first, so that the beauty* of the house of David and the beauty* of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be too great over Judah. 8 In that day Jehovah will be a defense around the inhabitants of Jerusalem; in that day the one who stumbles* among them will be like David, and the house of David like God, like Jehovah’s angel who goes before them. 9 And in that day I will be certain to annihilate all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of favor and supplication, and they will look to the one whom they pierced, and they will wail over him as they would wail over an only son; and they will grieve bitterly over him as they would grieve over a firstborn son. 11 In that day the wailing in Jerusalem will be great, like the wailing at Ha·dad·rimʹmon in the Plain of Me·gidʹdo. 12 And the land will wail, each family by itself; the family of David’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of Nathan’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; 13 the family of Leʹvi’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of the Shimʹe·ites by itself, and their women by themselves; 14 and all the families that are left remaining, each family by itself, and their women by themselves.

Or “breath.”
Or “bowl.”
Or “burdensome.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Or “in her rightful place.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “the weakest.”





^ ***sjj song 8 Jehovah Is Our Refuge***


SONG 8

Jehovah Is Our Refuge


(Psalm 91)


	1. Jehovah is our refuge,

Our God in whom we trust.

His shadow is our shelter;

Remain in it we must.

His faithful ones he will defend,

On this we know we can depend.

Jehovah is a stronghold,

Ever faithful, loyal, and just.



	2. Though thousands will have fallen

And many at our side,

The righteous and the meek ones

Will never be denied.

So in our hearts we need not fear;

Calamity will not come near.

From danger he will shield us,

For beneath God’s wings we’ll reside.



	3. He’ll keep us and protect us

From snares along our way,

From terrors in the nighttime,

And arrows by the day.

Yes, there will be no cause for dread,

No place where we will fear to tread.

Jehovah is our refuge,

Ever guarding us on our way.







(See also Ps. 97:10; 121:3, 5; Isa. 52:12.)





^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (Ps. 121:3) He will never allow your foot to slip.* The One guarding you will never be drowsy.

Or “totter.”


^ (Ps. 121:5) Jehovah is guarding you. Jehovah is the shade at your right hand.



^ (Isa. 52:12) For you will not depart in panic, Nor will you have to flee, For Jehovah will go ahead of you, And the God of Israel will be your rear guard.









^ ***w13 2/15 p. 19 Stay in Jehovah’s Valley of Protection***


10. What does the “very great valley” between the two mountains represent?

10 When the symbolic mountain splits, half to the north and half to the south, Jehovah’s feet remain set upon both mountains. “A very great valley” comes into existence beneath Jehovah’s feet. This symbolic valley represents divine protection, by which Jehovah’s servants find safety under his universal sovereignty and his Son’s Messianic Kingdom. Jehovah will make sure that pure worship will never be snuffed out. When did this division of the mountain of the olive trees take place? It occurred when the Messianic Kingdom was established at the end of the Gentile Times in 1914. When did the flight of true worshippers to the symbolic valley begin?








^ ***w13 2/15 p. 20 Stay in Jehovah’s Valley of Protection***


13. How do we stay in Jehovah’s protective valley, and why is it now more important than ever to do so?

13 If we stick to Jehovah and stand firm in the truth, he and his Son, Jesus Christ, will do their part, and God will not allow anyone or anything to ‘snatch us out of His hand.’ (John 10:28, 29) Jehovah is ready to extend whatever help is needed so that we may obey him as the Universal Sovereign and remain loyal subjects of the Messianic Kingdom. It is imperative that we remain in the valley of protection, for that valley will take on even greater meaning for true worshippers during the fast-approaching great tribulation.





^ par. 13 (John 10:28, 29) I give them everlasting life, and they will by no means ever be destroyed, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me is something greater than all other things, and no one can snatch them out of the hand of the Father.









^ ***w13 2/15 p. 20 Stay in Jehovah’s Valley of Protection***


15 On the day of God’s warring, what will be the situation of those outside the “great valley” of protection? They will have “no precious light” of divine favor shining upon them. In that coming day of fight, “the horse, the mule, the camel, and the male ass, and every sort of domestic animal”​—symbols of the nations’ military equipment—​will be affected. Such equipment will be “congealed,” put out of operation as if stiffened by cold. Jehovah will also use pestilence and “the scourge.” Whether literal or not, the scourge will silence terrifying threats. On that day, “one’s very eyes . . . and tongue will rot away” in that the attackers will be able to strike out only blindly and their defiant speech will be silenced. (Zech. 14:6, 7, 12, 15) No section of the earth will escape destruction. The forces lined up on Satan’s side in the battle will be tremendous. (Rev. 19:19-21) “Those slain by Jehovah will certainly come to be in that day from one end of the earth clear to the other end.”​—Jer. 25:32, 33.





^ par. 15 (Zech. 14:6, 7) “In that day there will be no precious light—things will be congealed.* 7 And it will become one day that is known as belonging to Jehovah. It will not be day, nor will it be night; and at evening time there will be light.

Or “immobilized,” as if stiffened by cold.


^ par. 15 (Zech. 14:12) “And this is the scourge with which Jehovah will scourge all the peoples who wage war against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot away while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will rot away in their mouths.



^ par. 15 (Zech. 14:15) “And a scourge like that scourge will also come against the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and all the livestock that are in those camps.



^ par. 15 (Rev. 19:19-21) And I saw the wild beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the one seated on the horse and against his army. 20 And the wild beast was caught, and along with it the false prophet that performed in front of it the signs with which he misled those who received the mark of the wild beast and those who worship its image. While still alive, they both were hurled into the fiery lake that burns with sulfur. 21 But the rest were killed off with the long sword that proceeded out of the mouth of the one seated on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.



^ par. 15 (Jer. 25:32, 33) This is what Jehovah of armies says: ‘Look! A calamity is spreading from nation to nation, And a great tempest will be unleashed from the remotest parts of the earth. 33 “‘And those slain by Jehovah in that day will be from one end of the earth clear to the other end of the earth. They will not be mourned, nor will they be gathered up or buried. They will become like manure on the surface of the ground.’









^ ***w07 12/15 pp. 22-23 No Weapon Formed Against You Will Succeed***

Jerusalem​—“A Burdensome Stone”

 9. Which Jerusalem is symbolized by the “burdensome stone” mentioned at Zechariah 12:3, and who represent it on earth?

9 Zechariah’s prophecy sheds light on the reason why the nations take their stand against true Christians. Note what Zechariah 12:3 says: “It must occur in that day that I shall make Jerusalem a burdensome stone to all the peoples.” To which Jerusalem does this prophecy point? Zechariah’s prophecy concerning Jerusalem applies to “heavenly Jerusalem,” the heavenly Kingdom to which anointed Christians have been called. (Hebrews 12:22) A small remnant of these heirs of the Messianic Kingdom are still on earth. Along with their companions, the “other sheep,” they urge people to turn to God’s Kingdom while there is yet time. (John 10:16; Revelation 11:15) How have the nations reacted to this invitation? And what kind of support does Jehovah give to true worshippers today? Let us find out as we further examine the meaning of Zechariah chapter 12. Doing so, we can gain the assurance that ‘no weapon will succeed’ against God’s anointed ones and their dedicated associates.

10. (a) Why are God’s people being attacked? (b) How have those fared who try to lift the “burdensome stone” out of the way?

10 Zechariah 12:3 indicates that the nations receive “severe scratches.” How does this happen? God has decreed that the good news of the Kingdom must be preached. Jehovah’s Witnesses take seriously the obligation to preach. However, the heralding of the Kingdom as mankind’s only hope has become “a burdensome stone” to the nations. They try to lift it out of the way by interfering with the Kingdom preachers. In so doing, the meddling nations have received “severe scratches for themselves,” getting all cut up. Even their reputations have been hurt as they meet with humiliating failure. They cannot silence true worshippers, who cherish the privilege of proclaiming the “everlasting good news” of God’s Messianic Kingdom before the end of this system of things. (Revelation 14:6) When seeing the violence done to Jehovah’s servants, a prison guard in one African land said, in effect: ‘You are wasting your efforts in persecuting these people. They will never compromise. They just increase.’



^ (Zech. 12:3) In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her.

Or “burdensome.”


^ par. 9 (Zech. 12:3) In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her.

Or “burdensome.”


^ par. 9 (Heb. 12:22) But you have approached a Mount Zion and a city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, and myriads* of angels

Or “tens of thousands.”


^ par. 9 (John 10:16) “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^ par. 9 (Rev. 11:15) The seventh angel blew his trumpet. And there were loud voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.”



^ par. 9 (Zech. 12:1-14) A pronouncement: “The word of Jehovah concerning Israel,” declares Jehovah, The One who stretched out the heavens, Who laid the foundation of the earth, And who formed the spirit* of man within him. 2 “Here I am making Jerusalem a cup* that causes all the surrounding peoples to stagger; and there will be a siege against Judah as well as against Jerusalem. 3 In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her. 4 In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness. I will keep my eyes on the house of Judah, but I will strike every horse of the peoples with blindness. 5 And the sheikhs* of Judah will say in their heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are a strength to me by means of Jehovah of armies their God.’ 6 In that day I will make the sheikhs of Judah like a fiery pot among wood and like a fiery torch in a row of cut grain, and they will consume all the surrounding peoples on the right and on the left; and Jerusalem will again be inhabited in her place,* in Jerusalem. 7 “And Jehovah will save the tents of Judah first, so that the beauty* of the house of David and the beauty* of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be too great over Judah. 8 In that day Jehovah will be a defense around the inhabitants of Jerusalem; in that day the one who stumbles* among them will be like David, and the house of David like God, like Jehovah’s angel who goes before them. 9 And in that day I will be certain to annihilate all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of favor and supplication, and they will look to the one whom they pierced, and they will wail over him as they would wail over an only son; and they will grieve bitterly over him as they would grieve over a firstborn son. 11 In that day the wailing in Jerusalem will be great, like the wailing at Ha·dad·rimʹmon in the Plain of Me·gidʹdo. 12 And the land will wail, each family by itself; the family of David’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of Nathan’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; 13 the family of Leʹvi’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of the Shimʹe·ites by itself, and their women by themselves; 14 and all the families that are left remaining, each family by itself, and their women by themselves.

Or “breath.”
Or “bowl.”
Or “burdensome.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Or “in her rightful place.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “the weakest.”


^ par. 10 (Zech. 12:3) In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her.

Or “burdensome.”


^ par. 10 (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”








^ ***w07 12/15 p. 25 No Weapon Formed Against You Will Succeed***

“The Tents of Judah” Saved

13. What is indicated by the expression “the tents of Judah,” and why does Jehovah save those affected?

13 Read Zechariah 12:7, 8. In ancient Israel, tents were a distinctive feature in the land, at times being used by shepherds and agricultural workers. Such people would be the first affected and would be in need of protection if an enemy nation came to attack the city of Jerusalem. The expression “the tents of Judah” indicates that the anointed remnant in our time are out in the open field, so to speak, not in fortified cities. There they fearlessly defend the interests of the Messianic Kingdom. Jehovah of armies will save “the tents of Judah first” because these are in the direct line of Satan’s attack.



^ par. 13 (Zech. 12:7, 8) “And Jehovah will save the tents of Judah first, so that the beauty* of the house of David and the beauty* of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be too great over Judah. 8 In that day Jehovah will be a defense around the inhabitants of Jerusalem; in that day the one who stumbles* among them will be like David, and the house of David like God, like Jehovah’s angel who goes before them.

Or “splendor.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “the weakest.”








^ ***g17 No. 6 pp. 14-15 God’s Name***


THE BIBLE’S VIEWPOINT

God’s Name


Millions of people address God using respectful titles, such as Lord, the Eternal, Allah, or simply God. However, God has a personal name. Should you use it?




What is God’s name?

WHAT SOME PEOPLE SAY



Many professed Christians believe that God’s name is Jesus. Others claim that since there is only one Almighty God, using a personal name for him is unnecessary. Still others argue that using a proper name for God is inappropriate.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS



Almighty God’s name is not Jesus, since Jesus is not God Almighty. In fact, Jesus taught fellow worshippers to pray to God saying: “Father, let your name be sanctified.” (Luke 11:2) Jesus himself prayed to God: “Father, glorify your name.”​—John 12:28.

In the Bible, God declares: “I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else.” (Isaiah 42:8) “Jehovah” is an English translation of the four Hebrew consonants YHWH, which constitute the divine name. That name appears some 7,000 times in the Hebrew Scriptures.* It is used more often than any title, such as “God,” “Almighty,” or “Lord,” and more frequently than any other name, such as Abraham, Moses, or David.

Nowhere in the Bible does Jehovah prohibit the respectful use of his name. Instead, the Scriptures reveal that the divine name was freely used by God’s servants. They included it in the names they gave their children, such as Elijah, which means “My God Is Jehovah,” and Zechariah, which means “Jehovah Has Remembered.” And they did not hesitate to use God’s name in daily conversations.​—Ruth 2:4.

God wants us to use his name. We are encouraged to “give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name.” (Psalm 105:1) He even takes favorable note of those “meditating on his name.”​—Malachi 3:16.

“May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”​—Psalm 83:18.



What does God’s name mean?

Some scholars believe that in Hebrew the name Jehovah means “He Causes to Become.” That definition implies that God can cause himself or his creation to become whatever is needed to accomplish his will. Only the almighty Creator could live up to such a name.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU



Knowing God’s name will change the way you think about him. You will find it easier to draw close to him. After all, how can you be close to someone whose name you do not know? Why, the very fact that God has revealed his name to you shows that he wants you to draw close to him.​—James 4:8.

You can be certain that Jehovah will always live up to his name as a God who makes things happen. That is why the Bible states: “Those knowing your name will trust in you.” (Psalm 9:10) You develop that trust as you learn that Jehovah’s name is inseparably linked to his qualities, such as loyal love, mercy, compassion, and justice. (Exodus 34:5-7) How reassuring to know that while Jehovah will always keep his promises, he will never act contrary to his qualities.

Clearly, to know Almighty God by name is a privilege. It can open up blessings for you now and in the future. God promises: “I will protect him because he knows my name.”​—Psalm 91:14.

“Everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”​—Joel 2:32.





^ par. 9 Many Bible translations omit God’s name and replace it with the title “LORD” in capital letters, while others include God’s name only in select verses or footnotes. The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures uses the divine name extensively throughout the text.






^ (Luke 11:2) So he said to them: “Whenever you pray, say: ‘Father, let your name be sanctified.* Let your Kingdom come.

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”


^ (John 12:28) Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.”



^ (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”


^ (Ruth 2:4) Just then Boʹaz arrived from Bethʹle·hem and said to the harvesters: “Jehovah be with you.” And they replied: “Jehovah bless you.”



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ps. 9:10) Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.



^ (Ex. 34:5-7) Then Jehovah came down in the cloud and stationed himself with him there and declared the name of Jehovah. 6 Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Ps. 91:14) God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name.

Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”


^ (Joel 2:32) And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, just as Jehovah has said, The survivors whom Jehovah calls.”









^ ***g17 No. 6 pp. 14-15 God’s Name***


THE BIBLE’S VIEWPOINT

God’s Name


Millions of people address God using respectful titles, such as Lord, the Eternal, Allah, or simply God. However, God has a personal name. Should you use it?




What is God’s name?

WHAT SOME PEOPLE SAY



Many professed Christians believe that God’s name is Jesus. Others claim that since there is only one Almighty God, using a personal name for him is unnecessary. Still others argue that using a proper name for God is inappropriate.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS



Almighty God’s name is not Jesus, since Jesus is not God Almighty. In fact, Jesus taught fellow worshippers to pray to God saying: “Father, let your name be sanctified.” (Luke 11:2) Jesus himself prayed to God: “Father, glorify your name.”​—John 12:28.

In the Bible, God declares: “I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else.” (Isaiah 42:8) “Jehovah” is an English translation of the four Hebrew consonants YHWH, which constitute the divine name. That name appears some 7,000 times in the Hebrew Scriptures.* It is used more often than any title, such as “God,” “Almighty,” or “Lord,” and more frequently than any other name, such as Abraham, Moses, or David.

Nowhere in the Bible does Jehovah prohibit the respectful use of his name. Instead, the Scriptures reveal that the divine name was freely used by God’s servants. They included it in the names they gave their children, such as Elijah, which means “My God Is Jehovah,” and Zechariah, which means “Jehovah Has Remembered.” And they did not hesitate to use God’s name in daily conversations.​—Ruth 2:4.

God wants us to use his name. We are encouraged to “give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name.” (Psalm 105:1) He even takes favorable note of those “meditating on his name.”​—Malachi 3:16.

“May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”​—Psalm 83:18.



What does God’s name mean?

Some scholars believe that in Hebrew the name Jehovah means “He Causes to Become.” That definition implies that God can cause himself or his creation to become whatever is needed to accomplish his will. Only the almighty Creator could live up to such a name.

WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU



Knowing God’s name will change the way you think about him. You will find it easier to draw close to him. After all, how can you be close to someone whose name you do not know? Why, the very fact that God has revealed his name to you shows that he wants you to draw close to him.​—James 4:8.

You can be certain that Jehovah will always live up to his name as a God who makes things happen. That is why the Bible states: “Those knowing your name will trust in you.” (Psalm 9:10) You develop that trust as you learn that Jehovah’s name is inseparably linked to his qualities, such as loyal love, mercy, compassion, and justice. (Exodus 34:5-7) How reassuring to know that while Jehovah will always keep his promises, he will never act contrary to his qualities.

Clearly, to know Almighty God by name is a privilege. It can open up blessings for you now and in the future. God promises: “I will protect him because he knows my name.”​—Psalm 91:14.

“Everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”​—Joel 2:32.





^ par. 9 Many Bible translations omit God’s name and replace it with the title “LORD” in capital letters, while others include God’s name only in select verses or footnotes. The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures uses the divine name extensively throughout the text.






^ (Luke 11:2) So he said to them: “Whenever you pray, say: ‘Father, let your name be sanctified.* Let your Kingdom come.

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”


^ (John 12:28) Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.”



^ (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”


^ (Ruth 2:4) Just then Boʹaz arrived from Bethʹle·hem and said to the harvesters: “Jehovah be with you.” And they replied: “Jehovah bless you.”



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^ (Ps. 9:10) Those knowing your name will trust in you; You will never abandon those seeking you, O Jehovah.



^ (Ex. 34:5-7) Then Jehovah came down in the cloud and stationed himself with him there and declared the name of Jehovah. 6 Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Ps. 91:14) God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name.

Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”


^ (Joel 2:32) And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, just as Jehovah has said, The survivors whom Jehovah calls.”









^ ***jl lesson 5 What Will You Experience at Our Christian Meetings?***


LESSON 5

What Will You Experience at Our Christian Meetings?



Many people have stopped attending religious services because they find no spiritual guidance or comfort. Why, then, should you attend the Christian meetings organized by Jehovah’s Witnesses? What will you find there?

The joy of being among loving and caring people. In the first century, Christians were organized into congregations, and they held meetings to worship God, to study the Scriptures, and to encourage one another. (Hebrews 10:24, 25) Gathered in a loving atmosphere, they felt that they were among true friends​—their spiritual brothers. (2 Thessalonians 1:3; 3 John 14) We follow the same pattern and experience similar joy.

The benefit of learning how to apply Bible principles. As was true in Bible times, men, women, and children all meet together. Qualified teachers use the Bible to help us discern how to apply its principles in our daily life. (Deuteronomy 31:12; Nehemiah 8:8) All may participate in audience discussions and in singing, allowing us to express our Christian hope.​—Hebrews 10:23.

The blessing of having your faith in God strengthened. The apostle Paul told one of the congregations in his day: “I am longing to see you, . . . that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.” (Romans 1:11, 12) At meetings, our regular contact with fellow believers strengthens our faith and determination to live a Christian life.

Why not accept this invitation to attend our congregation’s next meeting and experience these things for yourself? You will be warmly welcomed. All meetings are free​—no collections are ever taken.

	  On what pattern are our congregation meetings based?



	  How can we benefit ourselves by attending Christian meetings?







FIND OUT MORE


If you would like to see inside the local Kingdom Hall before you attend one of our meetings, ask one of Jehovah’s Witnesses to take you there and show you around.







^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (2 Thess. 1:3) We are obligated always to give thanks to God for you, brothers. This is fitting, because your faith is growing exceedingly and the love of each and every one of you is increasing toward one another.



^ (3 John 14) However, I am hoping to see you soon, and we will speak face-to-face. May you have peace. The friends send you their greetings. Give my greetings to the friends by name.



^ (Deut. 31:12) Gather the people together, the men, the women, the children,* and your foreign resident who is within your cities,* in order that they may listen and learn about and fear Jehovah your God and take care to carry out all the words of this Law.

Lit., “little ones.”
Lit., “gates.”


^ (Neh. 8:8) And they continued reading aloud from the book, from the Law of the true God, clearly explaining it and putting meaning into it; so they helped the people to understand what was being read.*

Or “they gave understanding in the reading.”


^ (Heb. 10:23) Let us hold firmly the public declaration of our hope without wavering, for the one who promised is faithful.



^ (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.









^ ***sjj song 68 Sowing Kingdom Seed***


SONG 68

Sowing Kingdom Seed


(Matthew 13:4-8)


	1. Come share in the work of our Master;

Respond to his call and obey.

He offers to help and to guide you;

His teaching will show you the way.

The seed of the truth has power to grow

In hearts that are honest and true.

So give of your best as you faithfully share

In the work you’ve been given to do.



	2. How much of your work is successful

May often depend much on you.

Those hearing will need your assistance

To learn and to love what is true.

So help them to deal with pressures and doubts

They’re certain to face on their way.

The seed of the truth will bring joy when you see

How it grows in their heart day by day.







(See also Matt. 13:19-23; 22:37.)





^ (Matt. 13:4-8) As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 8 Still others fell on the fine soil, and they began to yield fruit, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.



^ (Matt. 13:19-23) Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road. 20 As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled. 22 As for the one sown among the thorns, this is the one hearing the word, but the anxiety of this system of things* and the deceptive power of riches choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful. 23 As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of it, who really does bear fruit and produces, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.”

Or “this age.” See Glossary.


^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.








^ ***jy p. 6-p. 7 The Way, the Truth, the Life***


The Way, the Truth, the Life



You likely are pleased to get good news. And there definitely is very good news for you and your loved ones.

This good news is in the Bible, a book that the Creator of the universe, Jehovah God, caused to be written years ago. In this publication, we will focus on four Bible books that contain very good news for all of us. They are identified by the names of the men whom God used to write them​—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Many refer to these four accounts as the four Gospels. All four relate the gospel, or good news, about Jesus​—that he is God’s means for salvation and that as King of God’s heavenly Kingdom, Jesus will bring permanent blessings to all who exercise faith in him.​—Mark 10:17, 30; 13:13.

WHY FOUR GOSPELS?

You may have wondered why God inspired four accounts of Jesus’ life and teachings.

There are benefits to having these separate accounts of what Jesus said and did. To illustrate, imagine that four men are standing near a famous teacher. The man standing in front of the teacher has a tax office. The one on the right is a physician. The man listening from the left side is a fisherman and is the teacher’s very close friend. And the fourth man, located at the back, is an observer who is younger than the others. All four are honest men, and each has a distinct interest or focus. If each writes an account of the teacher’s sayings and activities, the four records would likely feature different details or events. By considering all four accounts, bearing in mind the varying perspectives or objectives, we could get a complete picture of what the teacher said and did. This illustrates how we can benefit from having four separate accounts of the life of the Great Teacher, Jesus.

Continuing the illustration, the tax man wants to appeal to people of a Jewish background, so he groups some teachings or events in a way to help that primary audience. The physician highlights the healing of the sick or crippled, so he omits some things that the tax man recorded or presents them in a different order. The close friend emphasizes the teacher’s feelings and qualities. The younger man’s account is briefer, more succinct. Still, each man’s account is accurate. This well illustrates how having all four accounts of Jesus’ life enriches our understanding of his activities, teachings, and personality.

People may speak of ‘the Gospel of Matthew’ or ‘John’s Gospel.’ That is not inaccurate, for each contains “good news about Jesus Christ.” (Mark 1:1) However, in a larger sense, there is but one overall gospel, or good news, about Jesus​—available to us in the four records.

Many students of God’s Word have compared and harmonized the events and facts found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. About 170 C.E., the Syrian writer Tatian endeavored to do so. He recognized these four books as accurate and inspired, and he compiled the Diatessaron, a harmonized account of Jesus’ life and ministry.

Jesus​—The Way, the Truth, the Life does similarly, but it is more accurate and complete. That is possible because we now better understand the fulfillment of many of Jesus’ prophecies and illustrations. This understanding clarifies the things he said and did, as well as the order in which events occurred. Archaeological discoveries have also shed light on certain details and on the writers’ perspectives. Of course, no one can be dogmatic about the sequence of every event. But Jesus​—The Way, the Truth, the Life presents what is reasonable and logical.

THE WAY, THE TRUTH, THE LIFE

As you read and enjoy this book, try to bear in mind the primary message for you and your loved ones. Recall that Jesus Christ himself told the apostle Thomas: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”​—John 14:6.

Jesus​—The Way, the Truth, the Life will help you to appreciate how Jesus definitely is “the way.” Only through him is it possible to approach Jehovah God in prayer. Moreover, Jesus is the way for us to be reconciled to God. (John 16:23; Romans 5:8) Hence, only through Jesus can we have an approved relationship with God.

Jesus is “the truth.” He spoke and lived in harmony with truth; it was as if truth arrived in the person of Jesus. He fulfilled scores of prophecies, which became “‘yes’ by means of him.” (2 Corinthians 1:20; John 1:14) Such prophecies help us to see his central role in the outworking of God’s purpose.​—Revelation 19:10.

And Jesus Christ is “the life.” By means of the ransom, his giving up his perfect life and blood, he made it possible for us to gain “the real life,” that is, “everlasting life.” (1 Timothy 6:12, 19; Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 1:7) He will also prove to be “the life” for millions who have died but who will be raised to life with the prospect of living in Paradise forever.​—John 5:28, 29.

All of us need to appreciate Jesus’ role in God’s purpose. May you enjoy learning more about Jesus​—“the way and the truth and the life.”





^ par. 3 (Mark 10:17) As he was going on his way, a man ran up and fell on his knees before him and put the question to him: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit everlasting life?”



^ par. 3 (Mark 10:30) who will not get 100 times more now in this period of time—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the coming system of things,* everlasting life.

Or “the coming age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 3 (Mark 13:13) And you will be hated by all people on account of my name. But the one who has endured* to the end will be saved.

Or “who endures.”


^ par. 1 (Mark 1:1) The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God:



^ par. 4 (John 14:6) Jesus said to him: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.



^ par. 5 (John 16:23) In that day you will ask me no question at all. Most truly I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything, he will give it to you in my name.



^ par. 5 (Rom. 5:8) But God recommends his own love to us in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.



^ par. 6 (2 Cor. 1:20) For no matter how many the promises of God are, they have become “yes” by means of him. Therefore, also through him is the “Amen” said to God, which brings him glory through us.



^ par. 6 (John 1:14) So the Word became flesh and resided among us, and we had a view of his glory, a glory such as belongs to an only-begotten son from a father; and he was full of divine favor* and truth.

Or “of undeserved kindness.”


^ par. 6 (Rev. 19:10) At that I fell down before his feet to worship him. But he tells me: “Be careful! Do not do that! I am only a fellow slave of you and of your brothers who have the work of witnessing concerning Jesus. Worship God! For the witness concerning Jesus is what inspires prophecy.”



^ par. 7 (1 Tim. 6:12) Fight the fine fight of the faith; get a firm hold on the everlasting life for which you were called and you offered the fine public declaration in front of many witnesses.



^ par. 7 (1 Tim. 6:19) safely treasuring up for themselves a fine foundation for the future, so that they may get a firm hold on the real life.



^ par. 7 (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.



^ par. 7 (1 John 1:7) However, if we are walking in the light as he himself is in the light, we do have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.



^ par. 7 (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.









^ ***sjj song 13 Christ, Our Model***


SONG 13

Christ, Our Model


(1 Peter 2:21)


	1. What love Jehovah showed,

What goodness from him flowed,

When for all mankind he offered his Firstborn.

Christ took on human form—

The Son of man was born—

By his example, God’s name he adorned.



	2. Jehovah’s Word, he said,

Sustained his life like bread.

It gave him wisdom and knowledge and insight.

His Father’s willing slave,

A model Jesus gave;

To please his Father would bring him delight.



	3. Like Jesus, may our days

Provide Jehovah praise,

And may his footsteps become our own roadway.

Let Jesus’ model be

Our path eternally,

And then God’s favor we’ll know day by day.







(See also John 8:29; Eph. 5:2; Phil. 2:5-7.)





^ (1 Pet. 2:21) In fact, to this course you were called, because even Christ suffered for you, leaving a model for you to follow his steps closely.



^ (John 8:29) And the One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon me to myself, because I always do the things pleasing to him.”



^ (Eph. 5:2) and go on walking in love, just as the Christ also loved us* and gave himself for us* as an offering and a sacrifice, a sweet fragrance to God.

Or possibly, “you.”
Or possibly, “you.”


^ (Phil. 2:5-7) Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although he was existing in God’s form, gave no consideration to a seizure, namely, that he should be equal to God. 7 No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and became human.*

Lit., “came to be in the likeness of men.”














^ (Zech. 9:1-14:21) A pronouncement: “The word of Jehovah is against the land of Haʹdrach, And Damascus is its target* —For Jehovah’s eye is on mankind And on all the tribes of Israel—  2 And against Haʹmath, which borders on her, And against Tyre and Siʹdon, for they are so wise.  3 Tyre built herself a rampart.* She piled up silver like dust And gold like the dirt of the streets.  4 Look! Jehovah will take away her possessions, And he will strike down her army into the sea;* And she will be consumed in the fire.  5 Ashʹke·lon will see it and be afraid; Gazʹa will feel great anguish, Also Ekʹron, because her hope is put to shame. A king will perish from Gazʹa, And Ashʹke·lon will not be inhabited.  6 An illegitimate son will settle in Ashʹdod, And I will do away with the pride of the Phi·lisʹtine.  7 I will remove the bloodstained things from his mouth And the disgusting things from between his teeth, And he will be left remaining for our God; And he will become like a sheikh* in Judah, And Ekʹron like the Jebʹu·site.  8 I will encamp as a guard* for my house, So that there will be no one passing through and no one returning; And no taskmaster* will pass through again, For now I have seen it* with my eyes.  9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem. Look! Your king is coming to you. He is righteous, bringing salvation,* Humble and riding on a donkey, On a colt,* the foal of a female donkey. 10 I will take away the war chariot from Eʹphra·im And the horse from Jerusalem. The battle bow will be taken away. And he will proclaim peace to the nations; His rulership will be from sea to sea And from the River* to the ends of the earth. 11 As for you, O woman, by the blood of your covenant, I will send your prisoners out of the waterless pit. 12 Return to the stronghold, you prisoners with hope. Today I am telling you, ‘I will repay to you, O woman, a double portion. 13 For I will bend* Judah as my bow. The bow I will fill with Eʹphra·im,* And I will awaken your sons, O Zion, Against your sons, O Greece, And I will make you like a warrior’s sword.’ 14 Jehovah will be seen over them, And his arrow will go out like lightning. The Sovereign Lord Jehovah will sound the horn, And he will advance with the windstorms of the south. 15 Jehovah of armies will defend them, And they will devour and subdue the slingstones. They will drink and be boisterous, as if with wine; And they will be filled like the bowl, Like the corners of the altar. 16 Jehovah their God will save them in that day As the flock of his people; For they will be like the gemstones of a crown* glittering over his soil. 17 For how great his goodness is, And how great his handsomeness is! Grain will make the young men thrive, And new wine the virgins.” 
10 “Ask Jehovah for rain in the time of the spring rain. It is Jehovah who makes the storm clouds, Who pours rain for them, And gives vegetation in the field to everyone.  2 For the teraphim statues* have spoken deception;* And the diviners have visioned a lie. They speak about worthless dreams, And in vain they try to comfort. That is why they will wander like sheep. They will suffer, for there is no shepherd.  3 Against the shepherds my anger burns, And against the oppressive leaders* I will hold an accounting; For Jehovah of armies has turned his attention to his flock, to the house of Judah, And he has made them like his majestic horse in the battle.  4 From him comes the keyman,* From him comes the supporting ruler,* From him comes the battle bow; From him goes forth every overseer,* all of them together.  5 And they will become like warriors, Trampling down the mud of the streets in the battle. They will wage war, for Jehovah is with them; And the riders of horses will be put to shame.  6 I will make the house of Judah superior, And the house of Joseph I will save. I will restore them, For I will show them mercy; And they will be as though I had never cast them off; For I am Jehovah their God, and I will answer them.  7 Those of Eʹphra·im must become like a mighty warrior, And their heart will rejoice as though from wine. Their sons will see this and rejoice; Their heart will be joyful in Jehovah.  8 ‘I will whistle for them and gather them together; For I will redeem them, and they will become many, And continue to be many.  9 Though I scatter them like seed among the peoples, They will remember me in the distant places; With their sons they will revive and return. 10 I will bring them back from the land of Egypt And gather them from As·syrʹi·a; I will bring them to the land of Gilʹe·ad and Lebʹa·non, And there will be no more room for them. 11 He must pass through the sea with distress; And in the sea he will strike down the waves; All the depths of the Nile will dry up. The pride of As·syrʹi·a will be brought down, And the scepter of Egypt will depart. 12 I will make them superior in Jehovah, And they will walk about in his name,’ declares Jehovah.” 
11 “Open your doors, O Lebʹa·non, So that a fire may consume your cedars.  2 Wail, you juniper, for the cedar has fallen; The majestic trees have been destroyed! Wail, you oaks of Baʹshan, For the dense forest has come down!  3 Listen! The wailing of shepherds, For their majesty has been devastated. Listen! The roaring of young lions,* For the dense thickets along the Jordan have been destroyed. 4 “This is what Jehovah my God says, ‘Shepherd the flock meant for the slaughter, 5 whose buyers slaughtered them and are not held guilty. And those who sell them say, “May Jehovah be praised, for I will become rich.” And their shepherds have no compassion for them.’ 6 “‘For I will no longer show compassion on the inhabitants of the land,’ declares Jehovah. ‘So I will cause each man to fall into the hand of his neighbor and his king; and they will crush the land, and I will not rescue them out of their hand.’” 7 And I began to shepherd the flock meant for slaughter, in your behalf, O afflicted ones of the flock. So I took two staffs, and I called one Pleasantness, and the other Union, and I began to shepherd the flock. 8 And I dismissed three shepherds in one month, for I* became impatient with them, and they* detested me as well. 9 And I said: “I will not keep shepherding you. Let the one who is dying die, and let the one perishing perish. As for those who are left, let them devour one another’s flesh.” 10 So I took my staff Pleasantness and cut it up, breaking my covenant that I had made with all the peoples. 11 So it was broken in that day, and the afflicted ones of the flock who were watching me knew that it was the word of Jehovah. 12 Then I said to them: “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, withhold them.” And they paid* my wages, 30 pieces of silver. 13 Then Jehovah said to me: “Throw it into the treasury—the magnificent value with which they valued me.” So I took the 30 pieces of silver and threw it into the treasury at the house of Jehovah. 14 Then I cut up my second staff, the Union, breaking the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. 15 And Jehovah said to me: “Now take the equipment of a useless shepherd. 16 For I am letting a shepherd rise up in the land. He will not take care of the sheep that are perishing; he will not seek out the young or heal the injured or feed those able to stand. Instead, he devours the flesh of the fat one and tears off the hooves of the sheep. 17 Woe to my worthless shepherd, who is abandoning the flock! A sword will strike his arm and his right eye. His arm will wither completely, And his right eye will go completely blind.”* 
12 A pronouncement: “The word of Jehovah concerning Israel,” declares Jehovah, The One who stretched out the heavens, Who laid the foundation of the earth, And who formed the spirit* of man within him. 2 “Here I am making Jerusalem a cup* that causes all the surrounding peoples to stagger; and there will be a siege against Judah as well as against Jerusalem. 3 In that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy* stone to all the peoples. All those who lift it are sure to be severely injured; and all the nations of the earth will be gathered against her. 4 In that day,” declares Jehovah, “I will strike every horse with panic and its rider with madness. I will keep my eyes on the house of Judah, but I will strike every horse of the peoples with blindness. 5 And the sheikhs* of Judah will say in their heart, ‘The inhabitants of Jerusalem are a strength to me by means of Jehovah of armies their God.’ 6 In that day I will make the sheikhs of Judah like a fiery pot among wood and like a fiery torch in a row of cut grain, and they will consume all the surrounding peoples on the right and on the left; and Jerusalem will again be inhabited in her place,* in Jerusalem. 7 “And Jehovah will save the tents of Judah first, so that the beauty* of the house of David and the beauty* of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be too great over Judah. 8 In that day Jehovah will be a defense around the inhabitants of Jerusalem; in that day the one who stumbles* among them will be like David, and the house of David like God, like Jehovah’s angel who goes before them. 9 And in that day I will be certain to annihilate all the nations that come against Jerusalem. 10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of favor and supplication, and they will look to the one whom they pierced, and they will wail over him as they would wail over an only son; and they will grieve bitterly over him as they would grieve over a firstborn son. 11 In that day the wailing in Jerusalem will be great, like the wailing at Ha·dad·rimʹmon in the Plain of Me·gidʹdo. 12 And the land will wail, each family by itself; the family of David’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of Nathan’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; 13 the family of Leʹvi’s house by itself, and their women by themselves; the family of the Shimʹe·ites by itself, and their women by themselves; 14 and all the families that are left remaining, each family by itself, and their women by themselves. 
13 “In that day a well will be opened to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for cleansing sin and impurity. 2 “In that day,” declares Jehovah of armies, “I will erase the names of the idols from the land, and they will no longer be remembered; and I will rid the land of the prophets and the spirit of uncleanness. 3 And if a man should prophesy again, his father and his mother who caused his birth will say to him, ‘You will not live, because you have spoken lies in the name of Jehovah.’ And his father and his mother who caused his birth will pierce him through because of his prophesying. 4 “In that day each of the prophets will be ashamed of his vision when he prophesies; and they will not wear an official garment of hair in order to deceive. 5 And he will say, ‘I am no prophet. I am a man cultivating the soil, because a man bought me when I was young.’ 6 And if someone asks him, ‘What are these wounds between your shoulders?’* he will answer, ‘Wounds I received in the house of my friends.’”*  7 “O sword, awake against my shepherd, Against the man who is my companion,” declares Jehovah of armies. “Strike the shepherd, and let the flock* be scattered; And I will turn my hand against those who are insignificant.”  8 “And in all the land,” declares Jehovah, “Two parts in it will be cut off and perish;* And the third part will be left remaining in it.  9 And I will bring the third part through the fire; And I will refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will call on my name, And I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people,’ And they will say, ‘Jehovah is our God.’” 
14 “Look! The day is coming, a day belonging to Jehovah, when the spoil from you* will be divided in your midst. 2 I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem for the war; and the city will be captured and the houses plundered and the women raped. And half of the city will go into exile, but the remaining ones of the people will not be cut off from the city. 3 “Jehovah will go out and war against those nations as when he fights in the day of a battle. 4 In that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in half, from east* to west,* forming a very great valley; and half of the mountain will move to the north, and half of it to the south. 5 You will flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains will extend all the way to Aʹzel. You will have to flee, just as you fled because of the earthquake in the days of King Uz·ziʹah of Judah. And Jehovah my God will come, and all the holy ones will be with him. 6 “In that day there will be no precious light—things will be congealed.* 7 And it will become one day that is known as belonging to Jehovah. It will not be day, nor will it be night; and at evening time there will be light. 8 In that day living waters will flow out from Jerusalem, half of them toward the eastern sea* and half of them toward the western sea.* It will happen in summer and in winter. 9 And Jehovah will be King over all the earth. In that day Jehovah will be one, and his name one. 10 “The whole land will become like the Arʹa·bah, from Geʹba to Rimʹmon south of Jerusalem; and she will rise and be inhabited in her place, from the Gate of Benjamin all the way to the site of the First Gate, all the way to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Ha·nanʹel all the way to the winepresses* of the king. 11 And people will inhabit her; and there will never again be a curse of destruction, and Jerusalem will be inhabited in security. 12 “And this is the scourge with which Jehovah will scourge all the peoples who wage war against Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot away while they stand on their feet, their eyes will rot away in their sockets, and their tongues will rot away in their mouths. 13 “In that day confusion from Jehovah will be widespread among them; and each one will grab hold of the hand of his companion, and his hand will come against the hand of his companion.* 14 Judah will also be involved in the war at Jerusalem; and the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gathered, gold and silver and garments in vast quantity. 15 “And a scourge like that scourge will also come against the horses, the mules, the camels, the donkeys, and all the livestock that are in those camps. 16 “Everyone who is left remaining out of all the nations that come against Jerusalem will go up from year to year to bow down to* the King, Jehovah of armies, and to celebrate the Festival of Booths.* 17 But if anyone among the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to bow down to the King, Jehovah of armies, no rain will fall on them. 18 And if the family of Egypt does not come up and does not come in, they will have no rain. Instead, they will have the scourge with which Jehovah scourges the nations that do not come up to celebrate the Festival of Booths. 19 This will be the punishment for the sin of Egypt and the sin of all the nations that do not come up to celebrate the Festival of Booths. 20 “In that day the words ‘Holiness belongs to Jehovah!’ will be written on the bells of the horses. And the cooking pots* in the house of Jehovah will be like the bowls before the altar. 21 And every cooking pot* in Jerusalem and in Judah will be holy and will belong to Jehovah of armies, and all those who are sacrificing will come in and use some of them for boiling. In that day there will no longer be a Caʹnaan·ite* in the house of Jehovah of armies.”

Lit., “resting-place.”
Or “fortress.”
Or possibly, “on the sea.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Or “an outpost.”
Or “oppressor.”
Evidently, the affliction of his people.
Or “and victorious; and saved.”
Or “a male donkey.”
That is, the Euphrates.
Lit., “tread.”
That is, like an arrow.
Or “diadem.”
Or “household gods; idols.”
Or “what is uncanny; what is mystical.”
Lit., “the he-goats.”
Lit., “the corner tower,” pictorial of a vital or important man; a chief.
Lit., “the peg,” pictorial of one who is a support; a ruler.
Or “taskmaster.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “their soul.”
Lit., “weighed out.”
Lit., “dim.”
Or “breath.”
Or “bowl.”
Or “burdensome.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Or “in her rightful place.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “splendor.”
Or “the weakest.”
Lit., “between your hands?” That is, on the chest or on the back.
Or “of those who love me.”
Or “sheep.”
Or “die.”
That is, the city referred to in vs. 2.
Or “the sunrise.”
Lit., “the sea.”
Or “immobilized,” as if stiffened by cold.
That is, the Dead Sea.
That is, the Mediterranean Sea.
Or “press vats.”
Or “and one man will attack another.”
Or “worship.”
Or “Temporary Shelters.”
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pots.”
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pot.”
Or possibly, “trader.”











^ (Mal. 1:1-4:6) A pronouncement: The word of Jehovah to Israel through Malʹa·chi:* 2 “I have shown love to you people,” says Jehovah. But you say: “How have you shown us love?” “Was not Eʹsau the brother of Jacob?” declares Jehovah. “But I loved Jacob, 3 and Eʹsau I hated; and I made his mountains desolate and left his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.” 4 “Though Eʹdom says, ‘We have been shattered, but we will return and rebuild the ruins,’ this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘They will build, but I will tear down, and they will be called “the territory of wickedness” and “the people whom Jehovah has forever condemned.” 5 Your own eyes will see it, and you will say: “May Jehovah be magnified over the territory of Israel.”’” 6 “‘A son honors a father, and a servant his master. So if I am a father, where is the honor due me? And if I am a master,* where is the fear* due me?’ Jehovah of armies says to you priests who are despising my name. “‘But you say: “How have we despised your name?”’ 7 “‘By presenting polluted food* on my altar.’ “‘And you say: “How have we polluted you?”’ “‘By saying: “The table of Jehovah is something to be despised.” 8 And when you present a blind animal as a sacrifice, you say: “It is nothing bad.” And when you present a lame animal or a sick one: “It is nothing bad.”’” “Try presenting them, please, to your governor. Will he be pleased with you or receive you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies. 9 “And now, please, appeal to* God, that he may show us favor. With such offerings from your own hand, will he receive any of you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies. 10 “And who among you is willing to shut the doors?* For you will not even light my altar without charge. I find no delight in you,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I take no pleasure in any gift offering from your hand.” 11 “For from the rising of the sun to its setting,* my name will be great among the nations. In every place sacrifices will be made to smoke, and offerings will be made to my name, as a pure gift; because my name will be great among the nations,” says Jehovah of armies. 12 “But you are profaning it* by saying, ‘The table of Jehovah is polluted, and its fruit, its food, is to be despised.’ 13 You also say, ‘Look! How tiresome!’ and you sniff scornfully at it,” says Jehovah of armies. “And you bring stolen, lame, and sick animals. Yes, you bring such things as a gift! Should I accept it from your hand?” says Jehovah. 14 “Cursed is the cunning one who has a sound male animal in his flock, but he makes a vow and sacrifices a blemished* one to Jehovah. For I am a great King,” says Jehovah of armies, “and my name will be awe-inspiring among the nations.” 
2 “And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. 2 If you refuse to listen and to take it to heart to glorify my name,” says Jehovah of armies, “I will send on you the curse, and I will turn your blessings into curses. Yes, I have turned the blessings into curses, because you are not taking it to heart.” 3 “Look! I will ruin* your sown seed because of you, and I will scatter dung on your faces, the dung of your festivals; and you will be carried away to it.* 4 Then you will know that I have given this commandment to you so that my covenant with Leʹvi may continue,” says Jehovah of armies. 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and of peace, which I gave to him, along with fear.* He feared me, yes, he stood in awe of my name. 6 The law* of truth was in his mouth, and no unrighteousness was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and in uprightness, and he turned many back from error. 7 For the lips of a priest should safeguard knowledge, and people should seek the law* from his mouth, because he is the messenger of Jehovah of armies. 8 “But you yourselves have turned aside from the way. You have made many stumble with regard to the law.* You have ruined the covenant of Leʹvi,” says Jehovah of armies. 9 “So I will make you despised and low before all the people, because you did not keep my ways but showed partiality in applying the law.” 10 “Do we not all have one father? Was it not one God who created us? So why do we deal treacherously with one another, profaning the covenant of our forefathers? 11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and something detestable has been done in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the holiness* of Jehovah, which He loves, and he has taken as a bride the daughter of a foreign god. 12 Jehovah will cut off from the tents of Jacob anyone who does this, whoever he may be,* though he presents a gift offering to Jehovah of armies.” 13 “And there is another* thing that you do, which results in covering the altar of Jehovah with tears and with weeping and sighing, so that he no longer pays attention to your gift offering or looks favorably on anything from your hand. 14 And you say, ‘For what reason?’ It is because Jehovah has acted as a witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously, although she is your partner and your wife by covenant.* 15 But there was one who did not do it, for he had what remained of the spirit. And what was that one seeking? The offspring* of God. So guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and do not deal treacherously with the wife of your youth. 16 For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously. 17 “You have made Jehovah weary with your words. But you say, ‘How have we made him weary?’ By saying, ‘Everyone who does bad is good in the eyes of Jehovah, and he finds pleasure in him,’ or by saying, ‘Where is the God of justice?’” 
3 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will clear up* a way before me. And suddenly the true Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant will come, in whom you take delight. Look! He will certainly come,” says Jehovah of armies. 2 “But who will endure the day of his coming, and who will be able to stand when he appears? For he will be like the fire of a refiner and like the lye* of laundrymen. 3 And he will sit as a refiner and cleanser of silver and will cleanse the sons of Leʹvi; and he will clarify* them like gold and like silver, and they will certainly become to Jehovah people presenting a gift offering in righteousness. 4 And the gift offering of Judah and of Jerusalem will actually be pleasing* to Jehovah, as in the days of long ago and as in the years of antiquity. 5 “I will come near to you for judgment, and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who take false oaths, against those who defraud the hired worker, the widow, and the fatherless child,* and against those who refuse to help* the foreigner. These have not feared me,” says Jehovah of armies. 6 “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish. 7 From the days of your forefathers you have turned aside from my regulations and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says Jehovah of armies. But you say: “How are we supposed to return?” 8 “Will a mere human rob God? But you are robbing me.” And you say: “How have we robbed you?” “In the tithes* and in the contributions. 9 You are certainly cursed,* for you are robbing me—yes, the entire nation is doing so. 10 Bring the entire tithe* into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house; and test me out, please, in this regard,” Jehovah of armies says, “to see whether I will not open to you the floodgates of the heavens and pour out* on you a blessing until there is nothing lacking.” 11 “And I will rebuke the devouring one* for you, and it will not ruin the fruit of your land, nor will the vine in your field be fruitless,” says Jehovah of armies. 12 “All the nations will have to declare you happy, for you will become a land of delight,” says Jehovah of armies. 13 “Your words against me have been strong,” says Jehovah. And you say: “How have we spoken against you among ourselves?” 14 “You say, ‘It is of no value to serve God. How have we benefited by keeping our obligations to him and by walking somberly before Jehovah of armies? 15 Now we consider presumptuous people happy. Also, those who practice wickedness are successful. They dare to put God to the test and get away with it.’” 16 At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name. 17 “And they will be mine,” says Jehovah of armies, “in the day when I produce a special property.* I will show them compassion, just as a man shows compassion to his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see the distinction between a righteous person and a wicked person, between one serving God and one not serving him.” 
4 “For look! the day is coming, burning like a furnace, when all the presumptuous ones and all those practicing wickedness will become like stubble. The coming day will certainly devour them,” says Jehovah of armies, “and it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But on you who honor* my name, the sun of righteousness will shine, with healing in its rays;* and you will skip about like fattened calves.” 3 “And you will tread the wicked underfoot, for they will be like dust under the soles of your feet on the day when I take action,” says Jehovah of armies. 4 “Remember the Law of my servant Moses, the regulations and judgments that I commanded at Horʹeb for all Israel to obey. 5 “Look! I am sending to you E·liʹjah the prophet before the coming of the great and awe-inspiring day of Jehovah. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers back toward sons, and the hearts of sons back toward fathers, so that I may not come and strike the earth, devoting it to destruction.”

Meaning “My Messenger.”
Or “grand master.”
Or “respect.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “soften the face of.”
Evidently, the doors of the temple, as a duty.
Or “from east to west.”
Or possibly, “profaning me.”
Or “defective.”
Lit., “rebuke.”
That is, to the place where dung from sacrifices was deposited.
Or “respect; reverence.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “instruction.”
Or possibly, “by your instruction.”
Or possibly, “the sanctuary.”
Lit., “one who is awake and one who answers.”
Lit., “a second.”
Or “your legal wife.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”
Or “prepare.”
Or “soap.”
Or “refine.”
Or “gratifying.”
Or “the orphan.”
Or “who deny the rights of.”
Or “I have not changed.”
Or “tenth parts.”
Or possibly, “With a curse you are cursing me.”
Or “all the tenth parts.”
Lit., “empty out.”
Apparently referring to insect plagues.
Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”
Or “a treasured possession.”
Lit., “fear.”
Lit., “wings.”





^ ***sjj song 131 “What God Has Yoked Together”***


SONG 131

“What God Has Yoked Together”


(Matthew 19:5, 6)


	1. With dignity and joy,

A threefold cord is bound.

With God and men to witness,

These sacred vows resound.

(CHORUS 1)

He vowed before Jehovah

To love her from the heart.

“What God has yoked together,

Let no man put apart.”





	2. They both have searched God’s Word

To learn to do his will,

And now they seek his blessing,

Their promise to fulfill.

(CHORUS 2)

She vowed before Jehovah

To love him from the heart.

“What God has yoked together,

Let no man put apart.”









(See also Gen. 2:24; Eccl. 4:12; Eph. 5:22-33.)





^ (Matt. 19:5, 6) and said: ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and will stick to his wife, and the two will be one flesh’? 6 So that they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has yoked together, let no man put apart.”



^ (Gen. 2:24) That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^ (Eccl. 4:12) And someone may overpower one alone, but two together can take a stand against him. And a threefold cord cannot quickly* be torn apart.

Or “easily.”


^ (Eph. 5:22-33) Let wives be in subjection to their husbands as to the Lord, 23 because a husband is head of his wife just as the Christ is head of the congregation, he being a savior of this body. 24 In fact, as the congregation is in subjection to the Christ, wives should also be to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, continue loving your wives, just as the Christ also loved the congregation and gave himself up for it, 26 in order that he might sanctify it, cleansing it with the bath of water by means of the word, 27 so that he might present the congregation to himself in its splendor, without a spot or a wrinkle or any of such things, but holy and without blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. A man who loves his wife loves himself, 29 for no man ever hated his own body,* but he feeds and cherishes it, just as the Christ does the congregation, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and the two will be one flesh.” 32 This sacred secret is great. Now I am speaking about Christ and the congregation. 33 Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.

Lit., “flesh.”
Or “remain with.”








^ ***jd pp. 125-126 Contribute to Family Life That Pleases God***


4 During Malachi’s day in the fifth century B.C.E., divorce was rampant among the Jews. Malachi told them: “Jehovah himself has borne witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you yourself have dealt treacherously.” Because of treacherous dealings on the part of husbands, the altar of Jehovah was covered with the tears of betrayed wives, “with weeping and sighing.” And corrupt priests condoned such cruelty!​—Malachi 2:13, 14.

 5. (a) How does Jehovah view divorce? (b) Why is acting treacherously toward one’s marriage mate so serious?

5 How did Jehovah view the deplorable attitude toward marriage in Malachi’s time? “‘He has hated a divorcing,’ Jehovah the God of Israel has said,” wrote Malachi. He also affirmed that Jehovah ‘has not changed.’ (Malachi 2:16; 3:6) Do you see the point? God had earlier taken a position against divorce. (Genesis 2:18, 24) He did so in Malachi’s day. And he still does today. Some people may decide to walk out of their marriage simply because they are not satisfied with their mate. Treacherous though their heart may be, Jehovah searches through it. (Jeremiah 17:9, 10) He is aware of any deceit or malicious scheming behind a divorce, however one may rationalize it. Yes, “all things are naked and openly exposed to the eyes of him with whom we have an accounting.”​—Hebrews 4:13.





^ par. 4 (Mal. 2:13, 14) “And there is another* thing that you do, which results in covering the altar of Jehovah with tears and with weeping and sighing, so that he no longer pays attention to your gift offering or looks favorably on anything from your hand. 14 And you say, ‘For what reason?’ It is because Jehovah has acted as a witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously, although she is your partner and your wife by covenant.*

Lit., “a second.”
Or “your legal wife.”


^ par. 5 (Mal. 2:16) For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously.

Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”


^ par. 5 (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^ par. 5 (Gen. 2:18) Then Jehovah God said: “It is not good for the man to continue to be alone. I am going to make a helper for him, as a complement of him.”



^ par. 5 (Gen. 2:24) That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^ par. 5 (Jer. 17:9, 10) The heart is more treacherous* than anything else and is desperate.* Who can know it? 10 I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, Examining the innermost thoughts,* To give to each one according to his ways, According to the fruitage of his works.

Or “deceitful.”
Or possibly, “incurable.”
Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”


^ par. 5 (Heb. 4:13) And there is not a creation that is hidden from his sight, but all things are naked and openly exposed to the eyes of the one to whom we must give an account.









^ ***w02 5/1 pp. 18-19 Jehovah Hates the Course of Treachery***

19. How can husbands and wives receive God’s spirit?

19 On the positive side, Malachi shows that some husbands were not dealing treacherously with their wives. They ‘had what was remaining of God’s holy spirit.’ (Mal 2 Verse 15) Happily, God’s organization today abounds with such men who ‘assign honor to their wives.’ (1 Peter 3:7) They do not abuse their wives physically or verbally, do not insist on degrading sexual practices, and do not dishonor their wives by flirting with other women or by viewing pornography. Jehovah’s organization is also blessed by having an abundance of faithful Christian wives who are loyal to God and his laws. All such men and women know what God hates, and they think and act accordingly. Continue to be like them, ‘obeying God as ruler’ and being blessed by his holy spirit.​—Acts 5:29.



^ par. 19 (Mal. 2:15) But there was one who did not do it, for he had what remained of the spirit. And what was that one seeking? The offspring* of God. So guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and do not deal treacherously with the wife of your youth.

Lit., “seed.”


^ par. 19 (1 Pet. 3:7) You husbands, in the same way, continue dwelling with them according to knowledge.* Assign them honor as to a weaker vessel, the feminine one, since they are also heirs with you of the undeserved favor of life, in order for your prayers not to be hindered.

Or “showing them consideration; understanding them.”


^ par. 19 (Acts 5:29) In answer Peter and the other apostles said: “We must obey God as ruler rather than men.









^ ***w07 12/15 p. 27 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Malachi***

Lessons for Us:

1:10. Jehovah took no pleasure in the offerings of the greedy priests, who would charge a fee even for such simple services as shutting doors or lighting altar fires. How important it is that our acts of worship, including what we do in the Christian ministry, be motivated by unselfish love for God and neighbor, never for monetary gain!​—Matthew 22:37-39; 2 Corinthians 11:7.



^ par. 1 (Mal. 1:10) “And who among you is willing to shut the doors?* For you will not even light my altar without charge. I find no delight in you,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I take no pleasure in any gift offering from your hand.”

Evidently, the doors of the temple, as a duty.


^ par. 1 (Matt. 22:37-39) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.


^ par. 1 (2 Cor. 11:7) Or did I commit a sin by humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I gladly declared the good news of God to you without cost?









^ ***w13 7/15 pp. 10-11 “Look! I Am With You All the Days”***


A MESSENGER ‘CLEARS UP A WAY’

 5. How was Malachi’s prophecy fulfilled in the first century?

5 Centuries before Jesus gave the illustration of the wheat and the weeds, Jehovah inspired his prophet Malachi to foretell events that are reflected in Jesus’ illustration. (Read Malachi 3:1-4.) John the Baptizer was the ‘messenger who cleared up the way.’ (Matt. 11:10, 11) When he came in 29 C.E., a time of judgment for the nation of Israel had drawn close. Jesus was the second messenger. He cleansed the temple in Jerusalem twice​—first at the start of his ministry and second toward the end. (Matt. 21:12, 13; John 2:14-17) Hence, Jesus’ cleansing work involved a period of time.

 6. (a) What is the larger fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy? (b) During what time period did Jesus inspect the spiritual temple? (See also endnote.)

6 What is the larger fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy? During the decades leading up to 1914, C. T. Russell and his close associates did a work like that of John the Baptizer. That vital work involved restoring Bible truths. The Bible Students taught the true meaning of Christ’s ransom sacrifice, exposed the hellfire lie, and proclaimed the coming end of the Gentile Times. Still, there were numerous religious groups who claimed to be Christ’s followers. So a crucial question needed to be answered: Who among those groups were the wheat? To settle that question, Jesus began to inspect the spiritual temple in 1914. That inspection and cleansing work involved a period of time​—from 1914 to the early part of 1919.*





^ par. 5 (Mal. 3:1-4) “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will clear up* a way before me. And suddenly the true Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant will come, in whom you take delight. Look! He will certainly come,” says Jehovah of armies. 2 “But who will endure the day of his coming, and who will be able to stand when he appears? For he will be like the fire of a refiner and like the lye* of laundrymen. 3 And he will sit as a refiner and cleanser of silver and will cleanse the sons of Leʹvi; and he will clarify* them like gold and like silver, and they will certainly become to Jehovah people presenting a gift offering in righteousness. 4 And the gift offering of Judah and of Jerusalem will actually be pleasing* to Jehovah, as in the days of long ago and as in the years of antiquity.

Or “prepare.”
Or “soap.”
Or “refine.”
Or “gratifying.”


^ par. 5 (Matt. 11:10, 11) This is the one about whom it is written: ‘Look! I am sending my messenger ahead of you,* who will prepare your way ahead of you!’ 11 Truly I say to you, among those born of women, there has not been raised up anyone greater than John the Baptist, but a lesser person in the Kingdom of the heavens is greater than he is.

Lit., “before your face.”


^ par. 5 (Matt. 21:12, 13) Jesus entered the temple and threw out all those selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 And he said to them: “It is written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it a cave of robbers.”



^ par. 5 (John 2:14-17) He found in the temple those selling cattle and sheep and doves, and the money brokers in their seats. 15 So after making a whip of ropes, he drove all those with the sheep and cattle out of the temple, and he poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he said to those selling the doves: “Take these things away from here! Stop making the house of my Father a house of commerce!”* 17 His disciples recalled that it is written: “The zeal for your house will consume me.”

Or “a marketplace; a business.”






^ par. 6 Paragraph 6: This is an adjustment in understanding. Previously, we thought that Jesus’ inspection took place in 1918.









^ ***mwb16 August p. 8 Teach the Truth***


If we discern interest, we can build anticipation for our next visit by leaving a publication or by showing a video from jw.org. We should try to return within a few days to build on the previous discussion. The new presentations and student assignments will be based on chapter summaries found in the book What Can the Bible Teach Us? There we can find additional questions and scriptures to help us make return visits or to conduct a study using only the Bible.








^ ***w07 12/15 p. 28 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Malachi***

3:10​—Does the bringing in of “all the tenth parts,” or tithing, represent giving our all to Jehovah? The Mosaic Law was abolished on the basis of Jesus’ death, so monetary tithing is not a requirement. Yet, tithing has a symbolic meaning. (Ephesians 2:15) It does not represent the giving of our all. While the tenth part was brought year after year, we bring our all to Jehovah only once​—when we dedicate ourselves to him and symbolize our dedication by undergoing water baptism. From that time on, everything we have belongs to Jehovah. Still, he allows us to choose a portion of what we have​—a symbolic tithe—​to use in his service. It is whatever our circumstances allow and our heart impels us to use. The offerings we bring to Jehovah include the time, energy, and resources used in the Kingdom-preaching and disciple-making work. Also included are attending Christian meetings, visiting sick and elderly fellow believers, and rendering financial support to true worship.



^ par. 1 (Mal. 3:10) Bring the entire tithe* into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house; and test me out, please, in this regard,” Jehovah of armies says, “to see whether I will not open to you the floodgates of the heavens and pour out* on you a blessing until there is nothing lacking.”

Or “all the tenth parts.”
Lit., “empty out.”


^ par. 1 (Eph. 2:15) By means of his flesh he abolished the enmity, the Law of commandments consisting in decrees, in order to make the two groups in union with himself into one new man and to make peace,









^ ***sjj song 132 Now We Are One***


SONG 132

Now We Are One


(Genesis 2:23, 24)


	1. This is at last bone of my bone,

Flesh of my flesh; now I’m not alone.

God has provided a partner,

Someone to call my own.

Now we are one; now there can be

Blessings to share for you and for me.

As man and woman together,

We are a family.

Ev’ry day we’ll serve our God above.

As he shows the way,

Unfailing love we’ll display.

As we have vowed, so may it be.

Seasons of joy, may we come to see.

Oh, may we honor Jehovah,

And may you always be my love.







(See also Gen. 29:18; Eccl. 4:9, 10; 1 Cor. 13:8.)





^ (Gen. 2:23, 24) Then the man said: “This is at last bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh. This one will be called Woman, Because from man she was taken.” 24 That is why a man will leave his father and his mother and he will stick to* his wife, and they will become one flesh.

Or “remain with.”


^ (Gen. 29:18) Jacob had fallen in love with Rachel, so he said: “I am willing to serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.”



^ (Eccl. 4:9, 10) Two are better than one because they have a good reward* for their hard work. 10 For if one of them falls, the other can help his partner up. But what will happen to the one who falls with no one to help him up?

Or “greater benefit.”


^ (1 Cor. 13:8) Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues,* they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.

That is, miraculous speaking in other languages.








^ ***jy p. 10-p. 11 par. 8 Two Messages From God***


CHAPTER 1

Two Messages From God


LUKE 1:5-33

	           THE ANGEL GABRIEL FORETELLS THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST



	           GABRIEL TELLS MARY OF THE COMING BIRTH OF JESUS








We can consider the entire Bible to be, in effect, a message from God. Our heavenly Father has provided it for our instruction. Consider, though, two special messages that were delivered over 2,000 years ago. They were delivered by an angel named Gabriel, who “stands near before God.” (Luke 1:19) What were the circumstances under which the angel provided those important messages?

It is about the year 3 B.C.E. Where does Gabriel deliver the first message? In the Judean hills, probably not far from Jerusalem, there lives a priest of Jehovah by the name of Zechariah. He and his wife, Elizabeth, are no longer young, and they have no children. It is Zechariah’s turn to serve as a priest at God’s temple in Jerusalem. While Zechariah is at the temple, Gabriel suddenly appears near the incense altar.

Understandably, that frightens Zechariah. But the angel calms Zechariah’s fears, saying: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, because your supplication has been favorably heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John.” Gabriel adds that John “will be great in the sight of Jehovah” and will “get ready for Jehovah a prepared people.”​—Luke 1:13-17.

To Zechariah, that seems unbelievable. Why? Because of his and Elizabeth’s age. So Gabriel tells him: “You will be silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words.”​—Luke 1:20.

Meanwhile, the people outside are wondering why Zechariah is taking so long inside. Finally he comes out, but he cannot speak. Zechariah can only make signs with his hands. It is evident that he has seen something supernatural while in the temple.

After Zechariah finishes his service at the temple, he returns to his home. Soon thereafter, Elizabeth becomes pregnant! For five months, while awaiting the birth of her child, Elizabeth stays at home away from people.

Then Gabriel appears a second time. To whom? To a young unmarried woman named Mary, who lives up north in the region called Galilee, in the city of Nazareth. What does the angel tell her? He says: “You have found favor with God.” Gabriel goes on to tell Mary: “Look! you will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus.” Gabriel adds: “This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, . . . and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”​—Luke 1:30-33.

You can appreciate how privileged Gabriel must feel to deliver these two messages. As we read more about John and Jesus, it will be clear why these messages from heaven are so important.



	            Who delivers two important messages from heaven?



	            To whom are the two messages delivered?



	            Why, do you think, are the messages from heaven so difficult to believe?











^ (Luke 1:5-33) In the days of Herod,* king of Ju·deʹa, there was a priest named Zech·a·riʹah of the division of A·biʹjah. His wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 They both were righteous before God, walking blamelessly in accord with all the commandments and legal requirements of Jehovah.* 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were well along in years. 8 Now as he was serving as priest in the assignment of his division before God, 9 according to the established practice* of the priesthood it became his turn to offer incense when he entered into the sanctuary of Jehovah.* 10 And the entire multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of offering incense. 11 Jehovah’s* angel appeared to him, standing at the right side of the incense altar. 12 But Zech·a·riʹah became troubled at the sight, and he was overcome with fear. 13 However, the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zech·a·riʹah, because your supplication has been favorably heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John. 14 You will have joy and great gladness, and many will rejoice over his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of Jehovah.* But he must drink no wine or any alcoholic drink at all, and he will be filled with holy spirit even from before birth,* 16 and he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to Jehovah* their God. 17 Also, he will go ahead of him with E·liʹjah’s spirit and power, to turn back the hearts of fathers to children and the disobedient ones to the practical wisdom of righteous ones, in order to get ready for Jehovah* a prepared people.” 18 Zech·a·riʹah said to the angel: “How can I be sure of this? For I am old, and my wife is well along in years.” 19 In reply the angel said to him: “I am Gaʹbri·el, who stands near before God, and I was sent to speak with you and to declare this good news to you. 20 But look! you will be silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their appointed time.” 21 Meanwhile, the people continued waiting for Zech·a·riʹah, and they were surprised that he delayed so long in the sanctuary. 22 When he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they perceived that he had just seen a supernatural sight* in the sanctuary. He kept making signs to them but remained speechless. 23 When the days of his holy service* were completed, he went off to his home. 24 Some days later Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself secluded for five months, saying: 25 “This is how Jehovah* has dealt with me in these days. He has turned his attention to me to take away my reproach among men.” 26 In her sixth month, the angel Gaʹbri·el was sent from God to a city of Galʹi·lee named Nazʹa·reth, 27 to a virgin promised in marriage* to a man named Joseph of David’s house, and the name of the virgin was Mary. 28 And coming in, the angel said to her: “Greetings, you highly favored one, Jehovah* is with you.” 29 But she was deeply disturbed at his words and tried to understand what kind of greeting this might be. 30 So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah* God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”

See Glossary.
See App. A5.
Or “custom.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “right from his mother’s womb.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “a vision.”
Or “his public service.”
See App. A5.
Or “engaged.”
See App. A5.
Or “conceive in your womb.”
See App. A5.


^ par. 1 (Luke 1:19) In reply the angel said to him: “I am Gaʹbri·el, who stands near before God, and I was sent to speak with you and to declare this good news to you.



^ par. 3 (Luke 1:13-17) However, the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zech·a·riʹah, because your supplication has been favorably heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John. 14 You will have joy and great gladness, and many will rejoice over his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of Jehovah.* But he must drink no wine or any alcoholic drink at all, and he will be filled with holy spirit even from before birth,* 16 and he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to Jehovah* their God. 17 Also, he will go ahead of him with E·liʹjah’s spirit and power, to turn back the hearts of fathers to children and the disobedient ones to the practical wisdom of righteous ones, in order to get ready for Jehovah* a prepared people.”

See App. A5.
Or “right from his mother’s womb.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^ par. 4 (Luke 1:20) But look! you will be silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their appointed time.”



^ par. 7 (Luke 1:30-33) So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah* God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”

Or “conceive in your womb.”
See App. A5.








^ ***sjj song 96 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


SONG 96

God’s Own Book​—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


	1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.



	2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.



	3. The time has come with reason for rejoicing:

Jehovah rules by his anointed King.

So now we preach the good news of the Kingdom

And share the hope of blessings it will bring.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.







(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness,

Or “correcting.”


^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”














^ (Mal. 1:1-4:6) A pronouncement: The word of Jehovah to Israel through Malʹa·chi:* 2 “I have shown love to you people,” says Jehovah. But you say: “How have you shown us love?” “Was not Eʹsau the brother of Jacob?” declares Jehovah. “But I loved Jacob, 3 and Eʹsau I hated; and I made his mountains desolate and left his inheritance for the jackals of the wilderness.” 4 “Though Eʹdom says, ‘We have been shattered, but we will return and rebuild the ruins,’ this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘They will build, but I will tear down, and they will be called “the territory of wickedness” and “the people whom Jehovah has forever condemned.” 5 Your own eyes will see it, and you will say: “May Jehovah be magnified over the territory of Israel.”’” 6 “‘A son honors a father, and a servant his master. So if I am a father, where is the honor due me? And if I am a master,* where is the fear* due me?’ Jehovah of armies says to you priests who are despising my name. “‘But you say: “How have we despised your name?”’ 7 “‘By presenting polluted food* on my altar.’ “‘And you say: “How have we polluted you?”’ “‘By saying: “The table of Jehovah is something to be despised.” 8 And when you present a blind animal as a sacrifice, you say: “It is nothing bad.” And when you present a lame animal or a sick one: “It is nothing bad.”’” “Try presenting them, please, to your governor. Will he be pleased with you or receive you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies. 9 “And now, please, appeal to* God, that he may show us favor. With such offerings from your own hand, will he receive any of you with favor?” says Jehovah of armies. 10 “And who among you is willing to shut the doors?* For you will not even light my altar without charge. I find no delight in you,” says Jehovah of armies, “and I take no pleasure in any gift offering from your hand.” 11 “For from the rising of the sun to its setting,* my name will be great among the nations. In every place sacrifices will be made to smoke, and offerings will be made to my name, as a pure gift; because my name will be great among the nations,” says Jehovah of armies. 12 “But you are profaning it* by saying, ‘The table of Jehovah is polluted, and its fruit, its food, is to be despised.’ 13 You also say, ‘Look! How tiresome!’ and you sniff scornfully at it,” says Jehovah of armies. “And you bring stolen, lame, and sick animals. Yes, you bring such things as a gift! Should I accept it from your hand?” says Jehovah. 14 “Cursed is the cunning one who has a sound male animal in his flock, but he makes a vow and sacrifices a blemished* one to Jehovah. For I am a great King,” says Jehovah of armies, “and my name will be awe-inspiring among the nations.” 
2 “And now, O priests, this commandment is for you. 2 If you refuse to listen and to take it to heart to glorify my name,” says Jehovah of armies, “I will send on you the curse, and I will turn your blessings into curses. Yes, I have turned the blessings into curses, because you are not taking it to heart.” 3 “Look! I will ruin* your sown seed because of you, and I will scatter dung on your faces, the dung of your festivals; and you will be carried away to it.* 4 Then you will know that I have given this commandment to you so that my covenant with Leʹvi may continue,” says Jehovah of armies. 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and of peace, which I gave to him, along with fear.* He feared me, yes, he stood in awe of my name. 6 The law* of truth was in his mouth, and no unrighteousness was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and in uprightness, and he turned many back from error. 7 For the lips of a priest should safeguard knowledge, and people should seek the law* from his mouth, because he is the messenger of Jehovah of armies. 8 “But you yourselves have turned aside from the way. You have made many stumble with regard to the law.* You have ruined the covenant of Leʹvi,” says Jehovah of armies. 9 “So I will make you despised and low before all the people, because you did not keep my ways but showed partiality in applying the law.” 10 “Do we not all have one father? Was it not one God who created us? So why do we deal treacherously with one another, profaning the covenant of our forefathers? 11 Judah has dealt treacherously, and something detestable has been done in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the holiness* of Jehovah, which He loves, and he has taken as a bride the daughter of a foreign god. 12 Jehovah will cut off from the tents of Jacob anyone who does this, whoever he may be,* though he presents a gift offering to Jehovah of armies.” 13 “And there is another* thing that you do, which results in covering the altar of Jehovah with tears and with weeping and sighing, so that he no longer pays attention to your gift offering or looks favorably on anything from your hand. 14 And you say, ‘For what reason?’ It is because Jehovah has acted as a witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt treacherously, although she is your partner and your wife by covenant.* 15 But there was one who did not do it, for he had what remained of the spirit. And what was that one seeking? The offspring* of God. So guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and do not deal treacherously with the wife of your youth. 16 For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously. 17 “You have made Jehovah weary with your words. But you say, ‘How have we made him weary?’ By saying, ‘Everyone who does bad is good in the eyes of Jehovah, and he finds pleasure in him,’ or by saying, ‘Where is the God of justice?’” 
3 “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will clear up* a way before me. And suddenly the true Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant will come, in whom you take delight. Look! He will certainly come,” says Jehovah of armies. 2 “But who will endure the day of his coming, and who will be able to stand when he appears? For he will be like the fire of a refiner and like the lye* of laundrymen. 3 And he will sit as a refiner and cleanser of silver and will cleanse the sons of Leʹvi; and he will clarify* them like gold and like silver, and they will certainly become to Jehovah people presenting a gift offering in righteousness. 4 And the gift offering of Judah and of Jerusalem will actually be pleasing* to Jehovah, as in the days of long ago and as in the years of antiquity. 5 “I will come near to you for judgment, and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who take false oaths, against those who defraud the hired worker, the widow, and the fatherless child,* and against those who refuse to help* the foreigner. These have not feared me,” says Jehovah of armies. 6 “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish. 7 From the days of your forefathers you have turned aside from my regulations and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says Jehovah of armies. But you say: “How are we supposed to return?” 8 “Will a mere human rob God? But you are robbing me.” And you say: “How have we robbed you?” “In the tithes* and in the contributions. 9 You are certainly cursed,* for you are robbing me—yes, the entire nation is doing so. 10 Bring the entire tithe* into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house; and test me out, please, in this regard,” Jehovah of armies says, “to see whether I will not open to you the floodgates of the heavens and pour out* on you a blessing until there is nothing lacking.” 11 “And I will rebuke the devouring one* for you, and it will not ruin the fruit of your land, nor will the vine in your field be fruitless,” says Jehovah of armies. 12 “All the nations will have to declare you happy, for you will become a land of delight,” says Jehovah of armies. 13 “Your words against me have been strong,” says Jehovah. And you say: “How have we spoken against you among ourselves?” 14 “You say, ‘It is of no value to serve God. How have we benefited by keeping our obligations to him and by walking somberly before Jehovah of armies? 15 Now we consider presumptuous people happy. Also, those who practice wickedness are successful. They dare to put God to the test and get away with it.’” 16 At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name. 17 “And they will be mine,” says Jehovah of armies, “in the day when I produce a special property.* I will show them compassion, just as a man shows compassion to his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see the distinction between a righteous person and a wicked person, between one serving God and one not serving him.” 
4 “For look! the day is coming, burning like a furnace, when all the presumptuous ones and all those practicing wickedness will become like stubble. The coming day will certainly devour them,” says Jehovah of armies, “and it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But on you who honor* my name, the sun of righteousness will shine, with healing in its rays;* and you will skip about like fattened calves.” 3 “And you will tread the wicked underfoot, for they will be like dust under the soles of your feet on the day when I take action,” says Jehovah of armies. 4 “Remember the Law of my servant Moses, the regulations and judgments that I commanded at Horʹeb for all Israel to obey. 5 “Look! I am sending to you E·liʹjah the prophet before the coming of the great and awe-inspiring day of Jehovah. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers back toward sons, and the hearts of sons back toward fathers, so that I may not come and strike the earth, devoting it to destruction.”

Meaning “My Messenger.”
Or “grand master.”
Or “respect.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “soften the face of.”
Evidently, the doors of the temple, as a duty.
Or “from east to west.”
Or possibly, “profaning me.”
Or “defective.”
Lit., “rebuke.”
That is, to the place where dung from sacrifices was deposited.
Or “respect; reverence.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “instruction.”
Or possibly, “by your instruction.”
Or possibly, “the sanctuary.”
Lit., “one who is awake and one who answers.”
Lit., “a second.”
Or “your legal wife.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”
Or “prepare.”
Or “soap.”
Or “refine.”
Or “gratifying.”
Or “the orphan.”
Or “who deny the rights of.”
Or “I have not changed.”
Or “tenth parts.”
Or possibly, “With a curse you are cursing me.”
Or “all the tenth parts.”
Lit., “empty out.”
Apparently referring to insect plagues.
Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”
Or “a treasured possession.”
Lit., “fear.”
Lit., “wings.”








^ ***rsg17 pp. 86-87 Family Life***

Dating and Courtship

Young People Dating

Young People Ask: Are We Just Friends​—Or More?, Part 1 Awake!, 6/2012

Young People Ask: Are We Just Friends​—Or More?, Part 2 Awake!, 7/2012

Why Don’t Boys Like Me? Young People Ask, Volume 1, chap. 27

Why Don’t Girls Like Me? Young People Ask, Volume 1, chap. 28

Young People Ask: Why Don’t Boys Like Me? Awake!, 1/2010

Young People Ask: Why Don’t Girls Like Me? Awake!, 5/2009

Am I Ready to Date? Young People Ask, Volume 2, chap. 1

Secret Dating​—What’s the Harm? Young People Ask, Volume 2, chap. 2

Young People Ask: What’s Wrong With Dating Secretly? Awake!, 6/2007

Young People Ask: When Can I Start Dating? Awake!, 1/2007

Young People Ask: How Should I Treat a Girl Who Shows Interest in Me? Awake!, 6/22/2005

Young People Ask: What if He Says No? Awake!, 12/22/2004

Young People Ask: Young Dating​—What’s the Harm? Awake!, 12/22/2001

Young People Ask: What if My Parents Think I’m Too Young to Date? Awake!, 1/22/2001

Looking for a Mate

Imitate Their Faith: “I Am Willing to Go” The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016

Watch Your Associations in These Last Days The Watchtower, 8/15/2015

Marry “Only in the Lord”​—Still Realistic? The Watchtower, 3/15/2015

Young People Ask: What Can I Expect From Marriage?​—Part 2 Awake!, 10/2012

Our Readers Ask: Why Did God Require That His Worshippers Marry Only Fellow Believers? The Watchtower, 7/1/2012

Do You Really Appreciate God’s Gift of Marriage? (§ A Choice That Matters to God) The Watchtower, 5/15/2012

Is This Person Right for Me? Young People Ask, Volume 2, chap. 3

Marriage​—A Gift From a Loving God (§ Who Would Make a Good Marriage Mate?) “God’s Love,” chap. 10

Young People Ask: Is This Person Right for Me? Awake!, 5/2007

Young People Ask: Can Internet Dating Really Be Dangerous? Awake!, 5/22/2005

Young People Ask: “Should I Try Internet Dating?” Awake!, 4/22/2005

Young People Ask: How Can I Tell Him How I Feel? Awake!, 10/22/2004

Questions From Readers: At 2 Corinthians 6:14, to whom does “unbelievers” refer? The Watchtower, 7/1/2004

Divine Guidance for Selecting a Marriage Mate The Watchtower, 5/15/2001

Preparing for a Successful Marriage Family Happiness, chap. 2

Courtship

Is Unfailing Love Possible? The Watchtower, 1/15/2015

How Do I Know if It’s Real Love? Young People Ask, Volume 1, chap. 29

Are We Really Ready for Marriage? Young People Ask, Volume 1, chap. 30

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Dating With a View to Marriage Awake!, 2/2010

The Bible’s Viewpoint: What About Living Together Before Marriage? Awake!, 10/2009

Marriage​—A Gift From a Loving God (§ How Can You Prepare for a Successful Marriage?) “God’s Love,” chap. 10

Preparing for a Successful Marriage (§ Keep Your Courtship Honorable) Family Happiness, chap. 2

Challenges

Help for the Family: When a Courtship Ends Awake!, 7/2015

How Can I Get Over a Breakup? Young People Ask, Volume 1, chap. 31

Young People Ask: How Can I Get Over a Breakup? Awake!, 2/2009

Young People Ask: Should We Break Up? Awake!, 1/2009

Young People Ask: How Can I Stop My Boyfriend From Mistreating Me? Awake!, 6/22/2004

Young People Ask: Why Does He Treat Me So Badly? Awake!, 5/22/2004

Young People Ask: How Can I Turn Him Down? Awake!, 3/22/2001






^ ***rsg17 pp. 87-89 Family Life***

Marriage

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 8/2016
Marriage​—Its Origin and Purpose

Making Christian Marriage a Success

Help for the Family: How to Show Respect Awake!, No. 6 2016

Help for the Family: Dealing With Differences Awake!, 12/2015

Help for the Family: How to Strengthen Commitment Awake!, 6/2015

❐ The Watchtower, 1/15/2015
Build a Strong and Happy Marriage

Let Jehovah Fortify and Safeguard Your Marriage

Is Unfailing Love Possible?

Help for the Family: When You Are Disappointed With Your Marriage Awake!, 3/2014

Look to God for a Happy Marriage Happy Family, section 1

Be Loyal to Each Other Happy Family, section 2

Keys to Family Happiness: Making a Second Marriage Work The Watchtower, 7/1/2013

Our Readers Ask: Does Happiness Depend on Marriage? The Watchtower, 10/1/2012

Young People Ask: What Can I Expect From Marriage?​—Part 1 Awake!, 9/2012

Do You Really Appreciate God’s Gift of Marriage? The Watchtower, 5/15/2012

The Bible’s Viewpoint: How to Make a Marriage Succeed Awake!, 11/2011

Wise Counsel on Singleness and Marriage The Watchtower, 10/15/2011

Respect Marriage as a Gift From God The Watchtower, 1/15/2011

Keys to Family Happiness: Surviving the First Year of Marriage The Watchtower, 8/1/2010

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Marital Fidelity​—What Does It Really Mean? Awake!, 4/2009

Keys to Family Happiness: Maintaining Commitment in Your Marriage The Watchtower, 11/1/2008

Maintain “a Threefold Cord” in Marriage The Watchtower, 9/15/2008

❐ Awake!, 7/2008
Marriages in Distress

What Can Go Wrong?

How to Build a Successful Marriage

Find Joy in Your Marriage The Watchtower, 3/15/2008

Marriage​—A Gift From a Loving God “God’s Love,” chap. 10

Do Not Put Apart What God Has Yoked Together The Watchtower, 5/1/2007

“Rejoice With the Wife of Your Youth” The Watchtower, 9/15/2006

❐ Awake!, 7/2006
Can Marriage Withstand the Storm?

How to Build a Happy Marriage

❐ The Watchtower, 3/1/2005
Marriage Can Succeed in Today’s World

Wise Guidance for Married Couples

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Why View Marriage as Sacred? Awake!, 5/8/2004

❐ The Watchtower, 9/15/2003
The Bible Can Help Your Marriage

How to Strengthen Your Marriage

Questions From Readers: Does God’s having allowed polygamy mean his standard is changeable? The Watchtower, 8/1/2003

Marriage Should Be a Permanent Bond Awake!, 2/8/2002

Questions From Readers: Do the Law’s limits on marriage between relatives apply today? The Watchtower, 2/1/2002

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Should Marriage Be a Lifelong Union? Awake!, 2/8/2001

❐ Awake!, 1/8/2001
Trapped in a Loveless Marriage

Why Does Love Fade?

Is There Reason for Hope?

Your Marriage Can Be Saved!

Marriage Bible Topics, topic 26

Two Keys to a Lasting Marriage Family Happiness, chap. 3

Growing Older Together Family Happiness, chap. 14

Marriage Reasoning

Husbands

Husbands​—Make Your Home Secure The Watchtower, 1/1/2015

Men, Do You Submit to Christ’s Headship? The Watchtower, 5/15/2010

Husbands, Imitate Christ’s Love! The Watchtower, 5/15/2009

Husbands​—Recognize Christ’s Headship The Watchtower, 2/15/2007

Wives

“Her Husband Is Well-Known in the City Gates” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016

Women, Why Submit to Headship? The Watchtower, 5/15/2010

Wives​—Deeply Respect Your Husbands The Watchtower, 2/15/2007

A Mother’s Wise Counsel The Watchtower, 2/1/2000

Headship and Subjection

The Bible’s Viewpoint: What Does Headship in Marriage Really Mean? Awake!, 1/2008

Why Respect Authority? (§ Respect in the Family) “God’s Love,” chap. 4

Man and Woman​—A Dignified Role for Each The Watchtower, 1/15/2007

The Bible’s Viewpoint: What Does It Mean to Be the Head of the House? Awake!, 7/8/2004

Is Christ’s Leadership Real to You? (§ “Be in Subjection to One Another”) The Watchtower, 3/15/2002

“Become Imitators of God” in Your Use of Power (§ Within the Family) Close to Jehovah, chap. 10

Secure a Lasting Future for Your Family (§ A Proper View of Headship) Family Happiness, chap. 16

Communication

Help for the Family: How to Discuss Problems Awake!, No. 3 2016

Help for the Family: How to Compromise Awake!, 12/2014

Help for the Family: How to Be a Good Listener Awake!, 12/2013

Help for the Family: How to Forgive Awake!, 9/2013

Help for the Family: How to End the Silent Treatment Awake!, 6/2013

Strengthen Your Marriage Through Good Communication The Watchtower, 5/15/2013

Help for the Family: How to Avoid Hurtful Speech Awake!, 4/2013

Help for the Family: How to Stop Arguing Awake!, 2/2013

Keys to Family Happiness: Treating Your Mate With Respect The Watchtower, 8/1/2011

Keys to Family Happiness: Solving Problems The Watchtower, 5/1/2008

Keys to Family Happiness: Managing Conflicts The Watchtower, 2/1/2008

“Let Marriage Be Honorable” (§ Avoid Speech and Conduct That Dishonor Marriage) “God’s Love,” chap. 11

When Expectations Are Unfulfilled The Watchtower, 4/15/2007

❐ The Watchtower, 4/15/2006
How Well Do You Communicate?

Keys to Communicating With Your Mate

When Marital Disagreements Arise The Watchtower, 6/1/2005

Sexual Relations

Making Christian Marriage a Success The Watchtower (Study), 8/2016

Let Jehovah Fortify and Safeguard Your Marriage The Watchtower, 1/15/2015

Ten Questions About Sex Answered The Watchtower, 11/1/2011

Find Joy in Your Marriage (§ Be Yielding Within the Marriage) The Watchtower, 3/15/2008

Supply to Your Knowledge Self-Control (§ Self-Control in Marriage) The Watchtower, 10/15/2003

If Marriage Is at the Breaking Point (§ Rendering the Marriage Due) Family Happiness, chap. 13

Relatives and In-Laws

See also Family Life ➤ Parents and Children ➤ Adult Children

Help for the Family: Dealing With In-Laws Awake!, 3/2015

How to Keep Peace With Your Relatives Happy Family, section 5

Keys to Family Happiness: Dealing With In-Laws The Watchtower, 2/1/2010

Find Joy in Your Marriage (§ What Makes a Successful Marriage?) The Watchtower, 3/15/2008

Witnessing to Relatives​—How? Kingdom Ministry, 12/2004

The Bible’s Viewpoint: When Loved Ones Do Not Share Your Faith Awake!, 11/8/2003
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