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AS HER Christian parents looked on, a young girl, whom we
will call Maria, stood up with the other baptism candidates.
In a loud, clear voice, she answered two questions that the
speaker posed. Shortly afterward, she got baptized.

2 Maria’s parents were proud of their daughter’s decision to
make an unreserved dedication to Jehovah and to get bap-
tized. Even so, earlier her mother had some lingering ques-
tions. She had asked herself: ‘Is Maria too young to get bap-
tized? Does she really understand the seriousness of what she
is doing? Would it be better to have her wait before getting
baptized?’ These are questions that many loving parents ask
themselves when a child expresses the desire to get baptized.
(Eccl. 5:5) After all, dedication and baptism are the most im-
portant steps in a Christian’s life.—See the box “Have You
Dedicated Yourself to Jehovah?”

1, 2. (a) How do some Christian parents respond when their child
asks to get baptized? (b) Why are baptism candidates asked if they
have made a dedication to Jehovah? (See opening picture.)

Baptism—A Requirement
for Christians
“Baptism . . . is also now saving you.”—1 PET. 3:21.

SONGS: 52, 41

WHAT DO WE LEARN
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THE FOLLOWING
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3 In discussing baptism, the apostle
Peter referred to Noah’s constructing of
the ark: “Baptism, which corresponds to
this, is also now saving you.” (Read
1 Peter 3:20, 21.) The ark was a physi-
cal structure that provided undeniable
visible evidence that Noah was devoted
to the doing of God’s will. Noah faithful-
ly fulfilled the work assignment that Je-
hovah had given him. Yes, visible acts of
faith led to the preservation of Noah and
his family through the Flood.What is the
point of Peter’s illustration?

4 Just as the ark amounted to evidence
of Noah’s faith, baptism before onlook-
ers provides visible evidence. What does
it show? That a Christian disciple has
dedicated himself to Jehovah on the ba-
sis of faith in the resurrected Christ.
Like Noah, dedicated disciples obedient-
ly carry on in the work that God has as-
signed them to do. Just as Noahwas pre-
served through the Flood, loyal baptized
ones will be preserved when the present
wicked world meets its end. (Mark 13:
10; Rev. 7:9, 10) This makes dedication
and baptism very important. A person
who needlessly delays getting baptized
endangers his prospects for everlasting
life.

5 In view of how serious baptism is,
three questions deserve our attention.
What does the Bible say about baptism?
What steps must a person take before
getting baptized? Why should a Chris-
tian teacher have the importance of bap-
tism clearly in mind when teaching his
child or another Bible student?

3, 4. (a) How did the apostle Peter illustrate
the importance of baptism? (b) Why can bap-
tism be likened to constructing the ark in
Noah’s day?
5. What will we consider in this article?

Before qualified Bible students are bap-
tized as Jehovah’s Witnesses, they are
asked in front of onlookers to respond to
two questions. The first question is, “On
the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ,
have you repented of your sins and dedi-
cated yourself to Jehovah to do his will?”

Why is it reasonable to conclude that in-
dividuals who present themselves for bap-
tism have already made an unreserved
dedication to Jehovah? Just about a year
before Jesus gave the commission to
“make disciples . . . , baptizing them,” he
provided insight into what would be re-
quired of his followers. (Matt. 28:19, 20) In
a discussion with his apostles and oth-
er disciples, he said: “If anyone wants
to come after me, let him disown himself
and pick up his torture stake and keep fol-
lowing me.”—Matt. 16:24.

Jesus’ whole life revolved around do-
ing his Father’s will. Thus, Bible students
who wish to observe all the things that Je-
sus commanded must disown themselves,
dedicating themselves unreservedly to Je-
hovah. In imitation of Jesus, they con-
sider Jehovah’s will to be paramount in
their lives. (Matt. 26:39) When present-
ing themselves for baptism, such new
disciples confirm that they have disowned
themselves and are determined to serve
God with all their strength, means, and
abilities. (Rom. 12:1) For these reasons,
baptism candidates are asked to confirm
that they have dedicated themselves to
Jehovah to do his will.

Have You Dedicated
Yourself to Jehovah?
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BAPTISM IN THE BIBLE
6 We first read of baptism in the Bible

in reference to that performed by John
the Baptist. (Matt. 3:1-6) Those submit-
ting to John’s baptism did so as evidence
of their repentance over sins against the
Mosaic Law. It is noteworthy, however,
that the most important baptism that
John performed had nothing to do with
repentance. John had the unique privi-
lege of baptizing Jesus, the perfect hu-
man Son of God. (Matt. 3:13-17) Jesus
waswithout sin, so he did not need to re-
pent. (1 Pet. 2:22) His baptism symbol-
ized the presenting of himself to do
God’s will.—Heb. 10:7.

7 During the course of Jesus’ earthly
ministry, his disciples also performed
baptisms. (John 3:22; 4:1, 2) Like those
performed by John, these baptisms sym-
bolized the individuals’ repentance over
sins against the Mosaic Law. However,
after Jesus’ death and resurrection, bap-
tism would take on a much different
meaning for his followers.

8 In 33 C.E., the resurrected Jesus ap-
peared to a crowd of more than 500
men, women, and possibly even chil-
dren. It may have been on that occa-
sion that he said: “Go, therefore, and
make disciples of people of all the na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
holy spirit, teaching them to observe
all the things I have commanded you.”
(Matt. 28:19, 20; 1 Cor. 15:6) Yes, it
seems that hundreds of his followers

6, 7. (a) Explain the significance of John’s
baptism. (b) What unique baptism did John
perform?
8. (a) After his resurrection, Jesus gave what
command to his followers? (b) Explain the sig-
nificance of Christian baptism.

were present when Jesus gave the com-
mission to make disciples. Jesus thus re-
vealed that baptism would be a require-
ment for those who accept the yoke
of Christian discipleship. (Matt. 11:29,
30) Anyone who wished to serve God
acceptably would have to acknowledge
and accept Jesus’ role in the outwork-
ing of Jehovah’s purpose. After doing
so, that person could get baptized. This
would be the only water baptism having
God’s approval. The Bible record pro-
vides abundant evidence that in the first
century, new disciples of Christ under-
stood the significance of baptism. And
they did not unnecessarily delay get-
ting baptized.—Acts 2:41; 9:18; 16:14, 15,
32, 33.

DO NOT DELAY
9 ReadActs 8:35, 36.Consider the ex-

ample of the Ethiopian proselyte who
was returning home after going to Jeru-
salem to worship. Prompted by Jeho-
vah’s angel, Philip approached the Ethi-
opian and “declared to him the good
news about Jesus.” What was the Ethio-
pian’s response? What he did next gave
clear evidence of his heartfelt apprecia-
tion for the truths he had learned. He de-
sired to work in harmony with Jehovah’s
arrangement, so he got baptizedwithout
delay.

10 A second example is that of a Jewish
manwho was persecuting Christians. He
was born in a nation that was dedicated
to God. However, the Jews had lost their
special relationship with Jehovah. That
manwas zealous for the traditions of Ju-
daism, but he learned a better way. He

9, 10. What can we learn about baptism from
the Ethiopian proselyte and from the apostle
Paul?



received a personal witness from the
resurrected and glorified Jesus Christ.
What was the man’s response? He wel-
comed assistance from the Christian dis-
ciple Ananias. Regarding that man the
Bible tells us: “He then got up and was
baptized.” (Acts 9:17, 18; Gal. 1:14) You
certainly recognize that Jewish man as
the one who came to be known as the
apostle Paul. But reflect on the fact
that once he gained appreciation for the
truth about Jesus’ role in the outwork-
ing of God’s purpose, Paul acted. He got
baptized without delay.—Read Acts 22:
12-16.

11 It is much the same with Bible stu-
dents today, whether young or old.
Thosewhohave faith and genuine appre-
ciation for Bible truth are eager to make
a personal dedication and get baptized.
The talk presented especially for such
ones is a highlight of every assembly and
convention. Jehovah’s Witnesses rejoice
when a Bible student accepts the truth
and progresses to the point of water bap-
tism. Do not Christian parents delight to
see their children among the other new
disciples getting baptized? During the
2017 service year, more than 284,000
“rightly disposed” individuals symbol-
ized their dedication to Jehovah by wa-
ter baptism. (Acts 13:48) Clearly, those
new disciples understood that baptism is
a requirement for Christians.What steps
led up to their baptism?

12 Before a student can get baptized,
he must cultivate faith based on accu-
rate knowledge of God, His purpose, and

11. (a) What motivates Bible students today
to get baptized? (b) How are we affected when
we see newly dedicated ones get baptized?
12. What steps must a Bible student take be-
fore baptism?

His arrangement for salvation. (1 Tim.
2:3-6) Such faith moves the student
to reject conduct that is displeasing to
God and to come in line with Jehovah’s
righteous standards. (Acts 3:19) Under-
standably, an individual could not make
a valid dedication to God while engaging
in any conduct that would exclude him
from the Kingdom. (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) But
more is needed than adhering to Jeho-
vah’s elevated moral standards. One who
is pursuing righteousness would also be
present at congregation meetings and
have a meaningful share in the lifesaving
preaching and disciple-making work. Je-
sus said that this work would be carried
out by his true disciples. (Acts 1:8) Only
after taking such steps can a new disci-
ple make a valid dedication to Jehovah
in private prayer and then publicly sym-
bolize this dedication by getting bap-
tized before onlookers.

A GOAL FOR BIBLE STUDENTS
13 As we assist our children and oth-

er Bible students to take the essen-
tial steps, we should bear in mind that
genuine discipleship includes baptism.
If we keep that clearly in mind, we
will communicate more effectively with
our students. We will not hold back
from discussing at appropriate times the
importance of dedication and baptism.
Yes, we want our children and other Bi-
ble students to progress to the point of
baptism!

14 Certainly, no one should feel pres-
sured by a parent, a Bible teacher, or
anyone else in the congregation to get

13. Why must Bible teachers bear in mind that
baptism is a Christian requirement?
14. Why do we not pressure anyone to get
baptized?
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baptized. That is not Jehovah’s way.
(1 John 4:8) Rather, as we teach such
ones, we ought to emphasize the impor-
tance of building a personal relationship
with God. It is the student’s heartfelt ap-
preciation for the truth and his desire to
shoulder the yoke of Christian disciple-
ship that will move him to get baptized.
—2 Cor. 5:14, 15.

15 There is no set age at which one
should get baptized. Each student grows
and matures at a different rate. Many get
baptized at a young age, and they go on
to be faithful to Jehovah. Other stu-
dents see the importance of getting bap-
tized after learning Bible truth when ad-
vanced in years—some being over 100
years of age!

16 One elderly Bible student asked her
teacher if it was really necessary to get
baptized again; she had previously been
baptized in different religions over the
years. The student and her teacher re-
viewed pertinent scriptures from the Bi-
ble. The student now understood the Bi-
ble’s requirement and got baptized soon
thereafter. Although in her late 70’s, she
did not feel that baptism was unneces-
sary for her. Yes, valid baptism is based
on an accurate knowledge of Jehovah’s
will. Hence, new disciples must get bap-
tized even if they previously were bap-
tized in another religion.—Read Acts
19:3-5.

17 The day of one’s baptism is a time
for genuine rejoicing. It is also a time for
sober reflection. Living up to one’s ded-

15, 16. (a) Is there a certain age at which one
should get baptized? Explain. (b) Why must a
Bible student get baptized as one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses even if he was previously baptized in
another religion?
17. What is it appropriate to contemplate on
the day of one’s baptism?

ication involves hard work. That is why
Jesus compared Christian discipleship
to a yoke. Jesus’ disciples must “live
no longer for themselves, but for him
who died for them and was raised up.”
—2 Cor. 5:15; Matt. 16:24.

18 Maria’s mother had such thoughts in
mind when she asked the questions men-
tioned in the introduction. If you are a
parent, you may have asked yourself: ‘Is
my child really ready to get baptized?
Does he or she have adequate knowledge
to make a valid dedication? What about
secular goals associated with education
and a career? What if my child gets bap-
tized and then falls into serious sin?’ In
the next article, we will consider these
matters and discuss how Christian par-
ents can maintain a balanced view of
baptism.

18. What questions will we consider in the next
article?

Do you bear in mind the importance of baptism,
conveying that to your student?
(See paragraph 13)



“FOR months I kept telling Dad and Mom that I wanted to be
baptized, and they often talked to me about it. They wanted
to make sure I knew how serious my decisionwas. On Decem-
ber 31, 1934, the day came for this momentous event in my
life.” Blossom Brandt thus described events surrounding her
decision to get baptized. Today, Christian parents have a sim-
ilar interest in helping their children make wise decisions.
Postponing baptism or delaying it needlessly could invite
spiritual problems. (Jas. 4:17) Wisely, however, parents want
to be sure that before their children get baptized, they are
ready to shoulder the responsibility of Christian discipleship.

2 Some circuit overseers have expressed concern because
they meet young ones in their late teens and early 20’s who
have grown up in Christian households but who have yet to

1. What do Christian parents want to be sure of before their children
get baptized?
2. (a) Why have some circuit overseers expressed concern? (b) What
will we consider in this article?

Parents, Are You
Helping Your Child
Progress to Baptism?

“Why are you delaying? Rise, get baptized.”
—ACTS 22:16.

SONGS: 51, 135

HOW CAN THESE VERSES
HELP PARENTS ASSIST
THEIR CHILDREN TO
PROGRESS TO BAPTISM?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Colossians 1:9, 10

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ecclesiastes 12:1

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

James 4:17
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get baptized. In most cases, these young
ones attend congregation meetings and
share in the ministry. They view them-
selves as Jehovah’s Witnesses. Yet, for
some reason they hold back from dedi-
cating their lives to Jehovah and getting
baptized. What could be the reason for
this? In some cases, parents have en-
couraged them to delay baptism. In this
article, we will consider four concerns
that have hindered some Christian par-
ents from helping their children pro-
gress to baptism.

IS MY CHILD OLD ENOUGH?
3 Blossom’s parents, mentioned in the

first paragraph, were understandably
concerned whether their daughter was
old enough to grasp the significance and
seriousness of baptism. How can par-
ents know if a child is in a position to
make a valid dedication?

4 Read Matthew 28:19, 20. As dis-
cussed in the preceding article, the Bible
does not specify an age at which a per-
son should get baptized. However, par-
ents can benefit from reflecting on what
it means to make a disciple. The Greek
word translated “make disciples” at Mat-
thew 28:19 has the sense of teaching
with the intent of making pupils, or dis-
ciples. A disciple is one who learns and
understands Jesus’ teachings andwho is
determined to observe them. Thus, the
goal of all Christian parents should be to
teach their children from infancy with
the intention of helping them become
baptized disciples of Christ. Granted, an
infant would not qualify for baptism.

3. Blossom’s parents had what concern?
4. How can Jesus’ command found at Mat-
thew 28:19, 20 help parents as they teach their
children?

However, the Bible shows that even rel-
atively young children can grasp and ap-
preciate Bible truths.

5 Timothy was a disciple who made
the truth his own at a young age. The
apostle Paul stated that Timothy had
learned Scriptural truths from infancy.
Even though Timothy grew up in a reli-
giously divided household, his Jewish
mother and grandmother cultivated in
him an appreciation for the Scriptures,
as the Jews understood them. As a re-
sult, his faith was unshakable. (2 Tim.
1:5; 3:14, 15) By the time he was in his
late teens or early 20’s, Timothy was a
Christian disciple who could be consid-
ered for special privileges in the congre-
gation.—Acts 16:1-3.

6 Of course, each child is unique; not
all children become mature at the same
rate or at the same point in life. Some
have a good measure of mental and
emotional maturity at a young age and
express a desire to get baptized. Others
may not be ready for baptism until they
are a bit older. Thus, discerning parents
do not pressure their children to get
baptized. Rather, they assist each child
to make spiritual advancement in keep-
ing with his or her own growth and
progress. Parents can rejoice when a
child takes to heart the thought behind
Proverbs 27:11. (Read.)However, they
should never lose sight of their goal—to
have their children become Christian
disciples.With that in mind, parents will
want to consider the question, ‘Does
my child have sufficient knowledge to

5, 6. (a) The Bible’s description of Timothy
leads us to what conclusion about his bap-
tism? (b) How can discerning parents effec-
tively assist their children?
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make a dedication to God and get bap-
tized?’

DOES MY CHILD HAVE
ADEQUATE KNOWLEDGE?

7 It is fitting that as teachers in the
family, parents want their children to
gain a solid foundation of knowledge on
which a dedication may be based. Even
so, an exhaustive knowledge is not re-
quired before a person can make a ded-
ication to God and get baptized. After
baptism, all disciples should keep on
growing in accurate knowledge. (Read
Colossians 1:9, 10.) So how much
knowledge is initially required?

8 The experience of a family in the
first century offers parents some in-
sight. (Acts 16:25-33) While on his sec-
ond missionary tour, about 50 C.E.,
Paul visited Philippi. While there, he
and his companion Silas were arrested
on false charges and thrown in jail. Dur-
ing the night, an earthquake shook the
foundations of the jail and opened all
the doors. The jailer, fearing that the
prisoners had escaped, was on the verge
of committing suicide when Paul called
out to him. Paul and Silas were able to
give a fine witness to the jailer and his
family. Their appreciation for the truths
they were learning about Jesus prompt-
ed them to take what step? They got
baptized without delay. What can we
learn from this account?

9 According to custom, the jailer may
have been a retired army veteran. He
was not familiar with the Scriptures. So

7. Does someone who wants to get baptized
need to have an exhaustive knowledge of the
Bible? Explain.
8, 9. What lessons can we learn from the ac-
count about Paul and the jailer?

to gain a solid foundation of Scriptural
knowledge, he needed to learn basic Bi-
ble truths, understand what it means to
be one of God’s servants, and be deter-
mined to obey Jesus’ teachings. In a rel-
atively brief time, his knowledge of basic
Scriptural truths and his appreciation of
them prompted him to get baptized. No
doubt he continued to add to his knowl-
edge after his baptism. With this exam-
ple in mind, what can you do when your
child expresses a heartfelt appreciation
for basic Scriptural teachings, including
the meaning and significance of dedica-
tion and baptism? You Christian parents
may conclude that he can contact the
congregation elders to see if he meets
the qualifications to get baptized.� Like
other baptized disciples, he will contin-
ue to increase in knowledge of Jeho-
vah’s purpose throughout his life, even
for all eternity.—Rom. 11:33, 34.

IS MY CHILD BEING EDUCATED
FOR SUCCESS?

10 Some parents have concluded that
it would be best for their son or daugh-
ter to delay baptism in order first to ob-
tain some advanced education and be-
come secure in a career. Such reasoning
may be well-intentioned, but will it help
their child to achieve genuine success?
More important, is it in harmony with
the Scriptures? What course does Jeho-
vah’s Word encourage?—Read Eccle-
siastes 12:1.

� Parents can review with their child the helpful in-
formation in Questions Young People Ask—Answers
That Work, Volume 2, pp. 304-310. See also the
“Question Box” in Our Kingdom Ministry, April 2011,
p. 2.

10, 11. (a) What have some parents conclud-
ed? (b) What should be a parent’s first con-
cern?



11 It is important to remember that
thisworld and all its components are op-
posed to Jehovah’s interests and think-
ing. (Jas. 4:7, 8; 1 John 2:15-17; 5:19)
A close relationship with Jehovah is a
child’s best defense against Satan, his
world, and its ungodly thinking. For a
parent to place high priority on secular
pursuits could confuse a child and jeop-
ardize his best interests. Would loving
Christian parents really want this world
to shape their child’s view of success?
The fact is, we find true joy and success
only when we give Jehovah first place in
our lives.—Read Psalm 1:2, 3.

WHAT IF MY CHILD WERE TO SIN?
12 In explaining her reasons for dis-

couraging her daughter from getting
baptized, one Christian mother stated,
“I am ashamed to say that the major rea-
son was the disfellowshipping arrange-
ment.” Like that sister, some parents
have reasoned that it is better for their
child to postpone baptism until he has
outgrown the childish tendency to be-
have foolishly. (Gen. 8:21; Prov. 22:15)
They may conclude, ‘As long as my child
is not baptized, he cannot be disfellow-
shipped.’ Why is this deceptive reason-
ing?—Jas. 1:22.

13 Understandably, Christian parents
would not want their child to get bap-
tized before being mature enough to
make a valid dedication. However, it
would be a mistake to conclude that by
not being baptized, a child is not ac-
countable to Jehovah. Why is that? Ac-
countability to Jehovah is not founded
on the act of getting baptized. Rather, a

12. Why have some parents wanted their child
to postpone baptism?
13. Does delaying baptism make one less ac-
countable to Jehovah? Explain.

child is accountable to God when the
child knows what is right and what is
wrong in Jehovah’s eyes. (Read James
4:17.) Thus, rather than discourage a
child from getting baptized, wise parents
work hard to set the right example. They
want to cultivate in their child from in-
fancy a heartfelt appreciation for Jeho-
vah’s elevated moral standards. (Luke 6:
40) Such appreciation is the best protec-
tion, for your child will be motivated to
hold to Jehovah’s righteous way.—Isa.
35:8.

OTHERS CAN HELP
14 As spiritual shepherds, congrega-

tion elders can reinforce parents’ efforts
by speaking positively about spiritual
goals. One sister who served as a pio-
neer for more than 70 years recalled the
impact of her conversation with Broth-
er Charles T. Russell when she was only
six years old. She related, “He took 15
minutes with me to discuss my spiritual
goals.” Yes, positive words and encour-
agement can have a long-lasting effect.
(Prov. 25:11) Elders can also include
parents and their children in Kingdom
Hall projects, giving tasks to youths in
keeping with their age and abilities.

15 Members of the congregation can
help by demonstrating appropriate
personal interest in young ones. This
would include being alert to indica-
tions of spiritual progress. Did a youth
give a heartfelt, well-thought-out com-
ment or share in a part on the mid-
week meeting program? Has a youth

14. How can the elders reinforce the efforts of
parents who are helping their children progress
to baptism?
15. What are some ways that others in the
congregation can encourage young ones?

MARCH 2018 11
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successfully faced a test of integrity
or taken advantage of an opportunity
to give a witness at school? Be quick
to offer sincere commendation. What
about making it a point—before or after
a meeting—to talk with a young person,
manifesting your genuine interest? In
these ways and others, young ones can
be made to realize that they are part of
“the great congregation.”—Ps. 35:18.

HELP YOUR CHILD
PROGRESS TO BAPTISM

16 Bringing up a child in “the discipline
and admonition of Jehovah” is one of
the greatest privileges a Christian par-
ent can have. (Eph. 6:4; Ps. 127:3) Un-
like children in the ancient nation of Is-
rael, the children of Christian parents
are not born as part of a people dedicat-
ed to Jehovah. Moreover, love for God
and for truth is not inherited. From the
day of their child’s birth, parents should
have the intent to make a disciple, as-

16, 17. (a) How does baptism relate to one’s
future life prospects? (b) What joy do all Chris-
tian parents strive for? (See opening picture.)

sisting their child to become a dedicat-
ed, baptized servant of Jehovah. What
could be more important? After all, it is
each individual’s dedication, baptism,
and faithful service to God that will
bring him in line for being marked for
salvation during the coming great tribu-
lation.—Matt. 24:13.

17 When Blossom Brandt decided that
she wanted to get baptized, her God-
fearing parents wanted to be sure that
she was ready to take the most impor-
tant step of her life. Once they were cer-
tain that she was ready, they supported
her decision. On the night before her
baptism, her father did a beautiful thing.
Blossom related: “He had all of us get on
our knees, and he offered a prayer. He
told Jehovah that he was so happy about
his little girl’s decision to dedicate her
life to Him.” More than 60 years later,
Blossom stated: “You can be sure, in
all the ages to come, I’ll never forget
that night!” May you parents experience
the joy and satisfaction that result from
seeing your children become dedicated,
baptized servants of Jehovah.

Parents should have the goal of helping their child become a disciple
(See paragraphs 16, 17)



ˇ Frankly, no man today can be certain of Paul’s
appearance. The drawings and paintings in our
publications are artistic representations, not im-
ages based on proven archaeological facts.

However, there are some indications of Paul’s
appearance. For example, Zion’s Watch Tower of
March 1, 1902, mentioned one, saying: “As to
Paul’s personal appearance: . . . In the ‘Acts of
Paul and Thecla,’ . . . written about A. D. 150,
there is a description of Paul which is probably
the best, and a true tradition. In this he is de-
scribed as ‘small in size, bald-headed, bandy-
legged, well built, with eyebrows meeting; rather
long nosed.’”

The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church
(1997edition) says about that ancient writing: “It
is not impossible that the ‘Acts’ contain some el-
ements of historical truth.” The Acts of Paul and
Thecla was highly regarded in early centuries, as
confirmed by the fact that 80 Greek manuscripts
of it exist, as well as versions in other languages.
Thus, our artistic presentations are in line with
some ancient indications of what the apostle
looked like.

Bear in mind, though, that other things are
more significant than Paul’s appearance. Even
while Paul was carrying on his ministry, some
fleshly critics charged that “his presence in per-
son [was] weak and his speech contemptible.”
(2 Cor. 10:10) But we should not forget that he
became a Christian by a miraculous display from
Jesus.We can also think about what Paul accom-
plished as “a chosen vessel to [Christ] to bear
[Jesus’] name to the nations.” (Acts 9:3-5, 15;
22:6-8) And consider how much benefit we can
draw from the Bible books that Jehovah inspired
Paul to write.

Paul did not boast over his accomplishments
before becoming a Christian; nor did he describe
his physical appearance. (Acts 26:4, 5; Phil. 3:
4-6) He admitted: “I am the least of the apostles,
and I am not worthy of being called an apostle.”
(1 Cor. 15:9) He later wrote: “To me, a man less
than the least of all holy ones, this undeserved
kindness was given, so that I should declare to
the nations the good news about the unfathom-
able riches of the Christ.” (Eph. 3:8) That mes-
sage is certainly more significant than any con-
cern about what Paul may have looked like.

QUESTIONS FROM READERS

Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses depict the apostle Paul
as being bald or having little hair?

MARCH 2018 13
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SOMETIME between the years 62 and 64 C.E., the apostle Pe-
ter wrote to “the temporary residents scattered about in Pon-
tus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” (1 Pet. 1:1)
These culturally diverse congregations in Asia Minor needed
encouragement and guidance. They were suffering opposi-
tion and were subjected to abusive speech. They faced “fiery
trials.”And they lived at a critical time. “The end of all things
has drawn close,” wrote Peter.Yes, the violent end of the Jew-
ish system of things would come in less than a decade. What
could help Christians everywhere to get through those stress-
ful times?—1 Pet. 4:4, 7, 12.

2 Among other things, Peter urged his brothers: “Be hospi-
table to one another.” (1 Pet. 4:9) The word “hospitality” in
Greek literally means “fondness for, or kindness to, strang-
ers.” Note, however, that Peter urged his Christian brothers
and sisters to be hospitable “to one another,” to those whom

1. What conditions did first-century Christians face?
2, 3. Why did Peter urge his brothers to show hospitality? (See open-
ing picture.)

The Delightful Course
of Hospitality—So Needed!
“Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.”
—1 PET. 4:9.

SONGS: 100, 87

HOW DO YOU
FEEL ABOUT . . .
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

the need for hospitality
within the congregation?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

opportunities we have
to extend hospitality?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

overcoming barriers to
extending hospitality?
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they already knew and associated with.
How would being hospitable help them?

3 It would draw them together. Consid-
er your own experience. Have you had
the pleasure of being invited to some-
one’s home? Did that occasion not leave
you with warm memories? When you en-
tertained some from your congregation,
was your friendship not deepened? By
extending hospitality, we get to know
our brothers and sisters in a more per-
sonal way than we can in other settings.
Christians in Peter’s day needed to draw
ever closer as conditions grew worse.
The same is true for Christians in these
“last days.”—2 Tim. 3:1.

4 What opportunities do we have for
extending hospitality “to one another”?
How can we overcome barriers that may
hinder us from being hospitable? What
can help us be good guests?

OPPORTUNITIES
TO SHOW HOSPITALITY

5 Atmeetings:We welcome all who at-
tend our Christian meetings as fellow
guests at a spiritual meal. Jehovah and
his organization are our hosts. (Rom.
15:7) When new ones attend, we become
cohosts, as it were. Why not take the
initiative to welcome these new ones,
no matter how they may be dressed or
groomed? (Jas. 2:1-4) If a visitor is not
already being cared for, could you invite
him to sit with you? He might appreciate
help to follow the program and perhaps
to find scriptures being read. This would
be a fine way to “follow the course of
hospitality.”—Rom. 12:13.

4. What questions will we consider in this arti-
cle?
5. How can we be hospitable at our Christian
meetings?

6 For refreshments or a meal: In
Bible times, hospitality normally in-
cluded inviting someone to one’s home
for a meal. (Gen. 18:1-8; Judg. 13:15;
Luke 24:28-30) An invitation to share
food was an invitation to friendship and
peace. Who should be among our prima-
ry guests? Those who are a regular part
of our lives, the brothers and sisters
in our congregation. When hard times
come, will we not depend on one anoth-
er? We need loyal friendships and peace
with all of them. Interestingly, in 2011
the Governing Body changed the time
of the Watchtower Study for the United
States Bethel family from 6:45 p.m. to
6:15 p.m. Why? The announcement stat-
ed that more will likely be inclined to
show and accept hospitality with fellow
Bethelites when the meeting ends earlier.
Other branch offices followed suit. This
arrangement has drawn Bethel families
closer than ever.

7 Visits of public speakers from other
congregations, as well as visits of circuit
overseers and, at times, representatives
from the local branch office, provide op-
portunities for us to extend hospitality.
(Read 3 John 5-8.) Providing refresh-
ments or a meal is one fine way of doing
this. Could you assist?

8 A sister in the United States remem-
bers: “Over the years, my husband and I
have had the opportunity to provide
hospitality in our home for many speak-
ers and their wives. Every experience has
been a delight—fun and, most of all,
spiritually edifying. We have never re-
gretted it.”

6. Who should be among the primary guests in
our homes?
7, 8. How can we provide hospitality to visit-
ing representatives of Jehovah’s organization?
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9 Long-term guests: In ancient
times, hospitality often included pro-
viding lodging for trustworthy visitors.
(Job 31:32; Philem. 22) In our day,
too, such a need arises. Circuit over-
seers often need lodging when they vis-
it the congregations. Students at theo-
cratic schools may need places to stay,
as may construction volunteers. Natural
disasters may leave some families home-
less and in need of lodging until relief ef-
forts can restore their dwellings. We
should not assume that only those who
have very comfortable homes are in a
position to help; they may already have
done so many times. Could you share in
offering accommodations even if your
circumstances are modest?

10 A brother in South Korea fondly re-
members that he provided accommoda-
tions for students attending theocratic
schools. He writes: “I hesitated initially
because we were newly married and liv-
ing in a small house. But having students
stay with us was truly a joyous experi-
ence. As newlyweds, we were able to see
how happy a couple can be when they
serve Jehovah and pursue spiritual goals
together.”

11 New to the congregation: Individ-
uals and families may move to your area.
Some may come to serve where the need
is greater. Pioneers may be sent to assist
in your congregation. All of them are ini-
tially out of their element to some extent
—in a new community, new congrega-
tion, perhaps even a new language or
culture. Inviting them for refreshments,

9, 10. (a) Who may need long-term hospitali-
ty? (b) Can even those who havemodest dwell-
ings assist? Illustrate.
11. Why may those who are new to your con-
gregation need hospitality?

a meal, or an outing will help them to
make new friends and adjust to their
changed circumstances.

12 Hospitality need not be elaborate.
(Read Luke 10:41, 42.) In recounting
the early days of his service as a mission-
ary, a brother says: “We were young, in-
experienced, and homesick. One eve-
ning my wife was particularly homesick,
and my efforts to help were not working.
Then, about 7:30 p.m., we heard a knock
on the door. There stood a Bible student
who brought us three oranges. She had
come to welcome the new missionaries.
We invited her in and gave her a glass of
water. Then we made tea and hot choco-
late.We didn’t know Swahili yet, and she
didn’t know English. But that incident
began our greatest delight in forging
friendships with the local brothers.”

OVERCOMING BARRIERS
TO HOSPITALITY

13 Have you held back from offering
hospitality? If so, you may have missed
out on opportunities for delightful com-
panyand for forming lasting friendships.
Hospitality is one of the finest antidotes
to loneliness. But youmaywonder, ‘Why
would anyone hold back?’ There could
be a number of reasons.

14 Time and energy: Jehovah’s ser-
vants are very busy and often have mul-
tiple commitments. Some may feel that
they simply do not have the time or en-
ergy to show hospitality. If that is your
situation, it may be that you need to ex-

12. What experience shows that hospitality
need not be elaborate?
13. What benefits come from being hospita-
ble?
14. What might we do if having little time and
energy limits our accepting or extending hospi-
tality?
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amine your current schedule of activi-
ties. Could you make some adjustments
so that you will have time and energy to
accept or offer hospitality? The Scrip-
tures urge Christians to extend hospital-
ity. (Heb. 13:2) It is not wrong to make
time for this; actually, it is the right thing
to do. You may, of course, need to be
willing to limit some optional activities.

15 Your feelings about yourself:
Have you ever wanted to be hospitable
but felt inadequate? Some are shy and
fear that conversation would lag or that
guests might not feel entertained. Oth-
ers have limited income and believe that
they could never offer what other mem-
bers of the congregation could. Remem-
ber, of prime importance about a home
is, not that it is fancy, but that it is order-
ly, clean, and inviting.

16 If you feel anxious about having
guests, you are not alone. An elder in
Britain admits: “There can be a measure
of nervousness in preparing for guests.
But as with anything in relation to serv-
ing Jehovah, the benefits and satisfac-
tion that result far outweigh any anxiety.
I have enjoyed simply sitting down with
guests over coffee and talking.” Remem-
ber that showing personal interest in
guests is always helpful. (Phil. 2:4) Near-
ly everyone enjoys sharing his experienc-
es in life. Social occasions may be the
only times others ask to hear about our
experiences. Another elder writes: “Hav-
ing friends from the congregation to my
home helps me to understand them bet-
ter and gives me time to get to know
them, especially how they came into the

15. What anxieties about extending hospitality
might some have?
16, 17. What may alleviate worries about hav-
ing guests?

truth.” Loving interest can make any oc-
casion a delight.

17 Apioneer sister who hosted students
attending various theocratic schools ad-
mitted: “Initially I was concerned be-
causemyaccommodations are verymod-
est, and I have secondhand furniture.
The wife of one of the instructors really
put me at ease. She said that when she
and her husband are serving in the trav-
eling work, their best weeks are those
spent staying with a spiritual person who
may not have much materially but who
has the same focus as they have—serving
Jehovah and keeping life simple. This re-
minded me of what my mum used to say
to us as children: ‘Better a dish of vegeta-
bles where there’s love.’” (Prov. 15:17)
Let love motivate your hospitality, and
you need not worry.

18 Your feelings about others: Is
there someone in your congregation
who rubs you the wrong way? Your ini-
tial feelings about that person may be
negative and can become long-lasting if
nothing is done to improve them. Per-
sonality differences may neutralize your
good intentions to extend hospitality. Or
someone may have hurt you in the past,
and you find it hard to forget.

19 To improve relationships, even with
enemies, the Bible recommends hospi-
tality. (Read Proverbs 25:21, 22.) Ex-
tending hospitality to someone can re-
duce friction and soften hard feelings. It
can bring to the surface lovable aspects
of our guest’s personality, aspects that
Jehovah saw when he drew that one
to the truth. (John 6:44) If extended
with love, an unexpected invitation can
be the start of a completely changed

18, 19. How can being hospitable help us
overcome negative feelings about others?
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relationship. How can you make sure
that love is your honest motive? One
way is by following the encouragement
given at Philippians 2:3: “With humility
consider others superior to you.” Find-
ing ways that our brothers or sisters are
superior to us—be it their faith, endur-
ance, fearlessness, or some other Chris-
tian quality—will deepen our love for
them and open the way for genuine and
healing hospitality.

BEING A GOOD GUEST
20 The psalmist David asked: “O Jeho-

vah, who may be a guest in your tent?”
(Ps. 15:1) He followed that questionwith
a discussion of spiritual qualities that
God looks for in his guests. One quality
is being true to our word: “He does not
go back on his promise, even when it is
bad for him.” (Ps. 15:4) If we accept an
invitation, we should not cancel frivo-
lously. Our host may well have made

20. Why and how should we honor an invita-
tion we have accepted?

preparations, and all his effort may be
for nothing if we cancel. (Matt. 5:37)
Some have at times canceled a previous
invitation in order to accept a seemingly
better one. Would that be loving and re-
spectful? Rather, we should accept hos-
pitality with genuine appreciation for
whatever our hosts have to offer. (Luke
10:7) And if truly unavoidable circum-
stances force us to cancel, it would be
loving and considerate to let our hosts
know as soon as possible.

21 It is also important to respect local
customs. In some cultures, unexpect-
ed guests are welcome; in others, pri-
or arrangements are preferred. In some
places, hosts honor guestswith the finest
they have to offer, letting family take
second place; in others, everyone shares
alike. In some areas, guests normally
bring something to contribute to the oc-
casion; in others, hosts are happier when
their guests feel no such obligation. And
in some cultures, it is expected that
guests politely decline the first invita-
tion or two; in others, to decline comes
across as unappreciative. Let us do our
utmost to make our hosts happy that
they invited us.

22 In a broader sense than ever, “the
end of all things has drawn close.” (1 Pet.
4:7) We face the greatest tribulation
the world has ever seen. As pressures
mount, we will need the deepest of love
between us and our brothers and sis-
ters. As never before, Peter’s counsel to
Christians applies: “Be hospitable to one
another,” a delightful and needed course
that will have no end.—1 Pet. 4:9.

21. How can respecting local customs contrib-
ute to our being good guests?
22. Why is it so important to “be hospitable to
one another”?

Hosts usually prepare well for their guests
(See paragraph 20)



MARCH 2018 19

I WAS raised in Graz, Austria. At age seven,
I was sent to a school for religious training.
However, I witnessed shocking sexual im-
morality between priests and nuns. So my
mother allowed me to leave the school
within a year.

Later, I went to boarding school. One
night, Father came there to take me to safe-
ty because Graz was being heavily bombed.
We took refuge in the town of Schladming.
Just after we arrived and crossed a bridge,
it was blown up. Another time, low-flying
airplanes shot at my grandmother and me
in our yard. By war’s end, it seemed that
both the church and the government had
failed us.

LEARNING OF UNFAILING SUPPORT
In 1950, one of Jehovah’s Witnesses

began sharing the Bible’s message with
my mother. I would listen to their con-
versations and even accompany Mother
to some congregation meetings. Becoming
convinced that Jehovah’s Witnesses had
the truth, she got baptized in 1952.

At the time, the local congregation
seemed to me like an old-ladies’ club. Later,
however, we visited a congregation where
there were many young people—not an old-
ladies’ club at all! When back in Graz,
I started attending all the meetings, and
soon I too was convinced that what I was
learning was the truth. I also came to know
Jehovah as a God who gives his servants
unfailing support. He does so evenwhenwe
feel that we are facing impossible circum-
stances alone.—Ps. 3:5, 6.

I wanted to share the truth with others.
I started with my siblings. My four old-
er sisters had already left home to work
as schoolteachers. But I visited them in

LIFE STORY

Jehovah Has
Never Failed Me!
AS TOLD BY
ERIKA N


ÖHRER BRIGHT

I was among four little girls
chosen to present Adolf Hitler
with flowers after he gave a
speech one time. Why was
I picked? My father was very
involved in Nazi activities and
was the chauffeur for the leader
of a local branch of that party.
My mother was a devout Catholic
and wanted me to be a nun.
Despite these two strong
influences, I became neither
a Nazi nor a nun. Let me tell
you why.
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different villages and encouraged them to
study the Bible. Eventually, all my siblings
did so and became Jehovah’s Witnesses.

During my second week in the door-to-
door ministry, I met a woman in her 30’s
with whom I began to study the Bible. She
progressed to baptism, and later, so did her
husband and two sons. That study had a
profound spiritual effect on me.Why? Well,
no one had ever had a formal Bible study
with me. I had to prepare well for each les-
son. In a sense, I did so first to teach myself
and then so that I could teach my student!
That really deepened my appreciation for
the truth. In April 1954, I symbolized my
dedication to Jehovah by water baptism.

“PERSECUTED, BUT NOT ABANDONED”
In 1955, I attended international conven-

tions in Germany, France, and England.
While in London, I met Albert Schroe-
der. He was an instructor at the Bible
School of Gilead, and later he served as
a member of the Governing Body. Dur-
ing a tour of the British Museum, Broth-
er Schroeder pointed out to us some Bible
manuscripts. They contained God’s name

in Hebrew letters, and he explained their
importance. This touched me emotional-
ly and spiritually, making me more deter-
mined than ever to promote the truth from
God’s Word.

I began serving as a full-time pioneer on
January 1, 1956. Four months later, I was
invited to serve as a special pioneer in Aus-
tria. At the time, therewere noWitnesses in
Mistelbach, the town where I was to serve.
But I faced a particular challenge. My pio-
neer partner and I were quite different. I
was almost 19 and from the city; she was 25
and a country girl. I liked to sleep late each
morning; she liked to get up early. Come
evening, I was inclined to stay up; she want-
ed to go to bed early. Still, applying the Bi-
ble’s advice, we worked out our differences
and enjoyed success as pioneer partners.

Actually, we faced other significant chal-
lenges. There was even some persecution,
but we were “not abandoned.” (2 Cor. 4:
7-9) Once, while we were preaching in a ru-
ral village, the people turned their dogs
loose. My partner and I were soon sur-
rounded by large dogs barking and baring
their teeth. We held hands, and I even
prayed, “Jehovah, please, when they get us,
may we die quickly!” When the dogs came
within an arm’s length of us, they stopped,
wagged their tails, and walked away.We felt
that Jehovah had protected us. After that,
we preached throughout that village, and to
our delight, the people were very receptive.
Perhaps they were surprised that the dogs
had not harmed us or that we had per-
severed after such a frightening experi-
ence. Some of themeventually becameWit-
nesses.

We had another frightening experience.
One day our landlord came home drunk,
threatening to kill us and claiming that we
were disturbing the neighborhood. His wife

Our family
with Father in his
military uniform



tried to calm him but without success. We
heard all of that from our room upstairs.
We quickly put chairs in front of our door
and started packing our suitcases.Whenwe
opened the door, our landlord was standing
at the top of the stairs, holding a huge
knife. So we fled through the back door and
down the long garden path with all our be-
longings, never to return.

We went to a hotel and asked for a room.
As it turned out, we stayed there for almost
a year, which ultimately benefited our min-
istry. How so? The hotel was in the center
of town, and some of our Bible students
wanted to study there. Soon we were hold-
ing the book study and the weekly Watch-
tower Study in our hotel room, with about
15 attending.

We stayed in Mistelbach for more than a
year. Then I was reassigned to Feldbach,
southeast of Graz. I had a new pioneer
partner, but again there was no congrega-
tion. We lived in a tiny room on the second
floor of a log cabin. The wind whistled
through the gaps between the logs, so we

tried to block the holes with newspapers.
We also had to collect water from a well.
But it was worth it. Within a few months, a
group was established. Eventually, some 30
members of a family with whom we studied
came into the truth!

Such experiences strengthened my ap-
preciation for Jehovah’s unfailing support
of those who pursue Kingdom interests.
Even if we are beyond the reach of human
help, Jehovah is always there.—Ps. 121:1-3.

SUPPORTED BY GOD’S
“RIGHT HAND OF RIGHTEOUSNESS”

In 1958 an international convention was
to be held in New York City, at Yankee Sta-
dium and Polo Grounds. I applied to at-
tend, and the Austria branch asked wheth-
er I would be interested in attending the
32nd class of Gilead School. How could I
refuse such a privilege? I immediately re-
sponded, “Yes!”

In class at Gilead, I sat next to Martin
Poetzinger. He had endured dreadful expe-
riences in Nazi concentration camps. He

With my partner (right),
serving as special pioneers
in Mistelbach, Austria

With my husband, Walter, when we were serving
as missionaries in Asunci ón, Paraguay
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too later served as a member of the Govern-
ing Body. During class, Martinwould some-
times whisper, “Erika, what does that mean
in German?”

Halfway through the course, Nathan
Knorr announced our assignments. Mine
was to Paraguay. Because I was so young, I
needed my father’s permission to enter that
country. After obtaining that, I arrived in
Paraguay in March 1959. I was assigned to a
missionary home in Asunci ón, with a new
partner.

Before long, I met Walter Bright, a mis-
sionary who had graduated from the 30th
class. In time, we married and could face
life’s challenges together. Whenever we en-
countered a trying problem, we read Jeho-
vah’s promise at Isaiah 41:10: “Do not be
afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anx-
ious, for I am your God. I will fortify you.”
This reassured us that as long as we strove
to remain faithful to God and put his King-
dom first, he would never fail us.

In time, wewere assigned to an area close
to the Brazil border. There the clergy incit-
ed young people to throw rocks at our mis-
sionary home, which was already not in the
best condition. Then Walter started a Bible
study with the chief of police. Hemade sure
that police officers stood near our home for
a week, and the persecutors gave us no
more trouble. Shortly thereafter, we were
moved to more suitable quarters across the
Brazilian border. This proved to be advan-
tageous because we could hold meetings
both in Paraguay and in Brazil. Before we
left that assignment, there were two small
congregations.

JEHOVAH CONTINUES TO SUSTAIN ME
My doctors had told me that I could not

have children, so wewere surprised to learn
in 1962 that I was expecting! We eventually

settled in Hollywood, Florida, near Wal-
ter’s family. For a number of years, Walter
and I were not in a position to pioneer. We
had to care for a family. Still, we contin-
ued to give priority to Kingdom interests.
—Matt. 6:33.

When we arrived in Florida in Novem-
ber 1962, we were surprised to find that
local sentiments about integration meant
that black brothers held their meetings sep-
arately from white brothers and that they
preached in separate areas. But Jehovah
does not make racial distinctions, and be-
fore too long the congregations became ra-
cially integrated. Jehovah’s hand in this ar-
rangement was apparent, as there are now
dozens of congregations in the area.

Sadly, Walter died of brain cancer in
2015. He was a wonderful husband for 55
years, one who loved Jehovah and helped
many brothers. I look forward to seeing
him again in renewed health when he is res-
urrected.—Acts 24:15.

I am grateful to have been in the full-
time service for over 40 years, experiencing
many joys and rewards. For example, Wal-
ter and I were able to be present for the
baptisms of 136 of our Bible students. Of
course, there were some hardships. But we
never viewed these as a reason to stop serv-
ing our faithful God. Instead, we drew clos-
er to him, trusting him to resolve matters
in his own time and in his own way. And he
does!—2 Tim. 4:16, 17.

I do miss Walter very much, but pioneer-
ing helps me to cope. I find it especially
beneficial to teach others, even sharing the
resurrection hope with them. Indeed, in
more ways than I can recount, Jehovah has
never failed me. True to his promise, he has
sustained me, fortified me, and taken hold
of me with his “right hand of righteous-
ness.”—Isa. 41:10.
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WHEN you hear the word “discipline,” what comes to mind?
Perhaps you immediately think of punishment, but much
more is involved. In the Bible, discipline is often presented
in an appealing light, at times alongside knowledge, wisdom,
love, and life. (Prov. 1:2-7; 4:11-13) That is because God’s
discipline is an expression of his love for us and of his desire
that we gain everlasting life. (Heb. 12:6) While his discipline
may include chastisement, it is never abusive or cruel. In-
deed, the meaning behind “discipline” primarily relates to
education, such as that involved in raising a beloved child.

2 Consider this example: A little boy named Johnny is
throwing a ball in the house. His mother says: “Johnny, you
know that you should not play with your ball in the house!
You might break something.” But disregarding his mother’s
direction, he continues to play with the ball and accidentally
breaks a vase. How will his mother discipline him? Her disci-
pline may involve both teaching and some punishment. In

1. How is discipline often presented in the Bible?
2, 3. How may discipline include both teaching and punishment? (See
opening picture.)

Discipline
Evidence of God’s Love
“Those whom Jehovah loves he disciplines.”—HEB. 12:6.

SONGS: 123, 86

HOW WOULD YOU
ANSWER?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What has Shebna’s experi-
ence taught you about God’s
discipline?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

When giving discipline, how
can we imitate Jehovah and
his Son?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We can view discipline as
preparing us for what?
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teaching him, she may remind Johnny
why his conduct was wrong. She wants
to convey to him the wisdom of obeying
his parents, explaining that their rules
are necessary and reasonable. Then re-
inforcing her words, she may administer
some form of appropriate punishment.
For example, she might take the ball
away from Johnny for a period of time.
That may impress on him that disobedi-
ence has consequences.

3 As members of the Christian congre-
gation, we are part of God’s household.
(1 Tim. 3:15) We therefore respect Jeho-
vah’s right both to set standards and to
give loving discipline when we violate
them. Moreover, if our actions caused
unpleasant consequences, his discipline
would remind us of just how important
it is to listen to our heavenly Father.
(Gal. 6:7) God cares deeply for us and
wants to spare us heartache.—1 Pet. 5:
6, 7.

4 By giving Scriptural discipline, we
can help our child or a Bible student to
reach the goal of becoming a follower of
Christ. God’s Word, our primary tool
for training, enables us to ‘discipline in
righteousness.’ Thus our child or Bible
student can be helped to understand
and ‘observe all the things Jesus com-
manded us.’ (2 Tim. 3:16; Matt. 28:19,
20) Jehovah blesses this kind of train-
ing, which equips students to make yet
more disciples of Christ. (Read Titus 2:
11-14.) Let us now consider the answers
to three important questions: (1) How
does God’s discipline reflect his love
for us? (2) What can we learn from
thosewhom God disciplined in the past?

4. (a) Jehovah blesses what kind of training?
(b) What will we consider in this article?

(3) Whenwe give discipline, how can we
imitate Jehovah and his Son?

GOD DISCIPLINES IN LOVE
5 Motivated by love, Jehovah cor-

rects, educates, and trains us so that we
can remain in his love and on the path to
life. (1 John 4:16) He never demeans
or insults us, causing us to question
our personal value. (Prov. 12:18) Rather,
Jehovah dignifies us, appealing to the
goodness in our heart and respecting
our free will. Is that how you view God’s
discipline, whether it comes through his
Word, Bible-based publications, Chris-
tian parents, or congregation elders? In-
deed, elders who try to readjust us in a
mild and loving manner when we take “a
false step,” perhaps unknowingly, reflect
Jehovah’s love for us.—Gal. 6:1.

6 At times, though, discipline may in-
volve more than counsel or oral correc-
tion. If more serious sins are involved,
it may include a loss of privileges in
the congregation. Even when that is the
case, such discipline reflects God’s love
for us. A loss of privileges, for example,
can help a person realize how important
it is for him to focus more on person-
al Bible study, meditation, and prayer.
He can thus be strengthened spiritually.
(Ps. 19:7) In time, privileges may be re-
stored. Even disfellowshipping reflects
Jehovah’s love, for it protects the con-
gregation from bad influences. (1 Cor. 5:
6, 7, 11) And because God disciplines to
the proper degree, disfellowshipping can
impress on the wrongdoer the serious-
ness of his sin and move him to repen-
tance.—Acts 3:19.

5. In what ways does discipline from Jehovah
reflect his love for us?
6. When discipline involves restrictions, how
does this reflect God’s love?
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HE BENEFITED FROM
JEHOVAH’S DISCIPLINE

7 To underscore the value of disci-
pline, let us consider two individu-
als whom Jehovah disciplined: Shebna,
who lived in the time of King Hezekiah,
and Graham, a brother in our day. As
the steward “in charge of the house”
—presumably that of Hezekiah—Shebna
had considerable authority. (Isa. 22:15)
Sadly, though, he became proud, seek-
ing his own glory. He even had an opu-
lent tomb made for himself, and he rode
in “glorious chariots”!—Isa. 22:16-18.

8 Because Shebna pursued glory for
himself, God ‘threw him out of his of-
fice’ and replaced himwith Eliakim. (Isa.
22:19-21) This change occurred when
Assyrian King Sennacherib was intend-
ing to attack Jerusalem. Sometime later,
that king sent high officials to Jerusa-
lem, along with a large army, to demoral-
ize the Jews and intimidate Hezekiah
into surrendering. (2 Ki. 18:17-25) Elia-
kimwas sent to speak to the officials, but
he was not alone. He was accompanied
by two others, one of whomwas Shebna,

7. Who was Shebna, and what bad trait did he
begin to develop?
8. How did Jehovah discipline Shebna, and
with what result?

now serving as secretary. Might this not
suggest that Shebna did not give way to
bitterness and resentment but instead
humbly accepted his lesser responsibili-
ties? If so, what lessons can we learn
from the account? Let us consider three.

9 First, Shebna lost his position. His
experience bears out the warning that
“pride is before a crash, and a haughty
spirit before stumbling.” (Prov. 16:18) If
you have privileges in the congregation,
perhaps with a measure of prominence,
will you strive to maintain a humble
view of yourself? Will you give cred-
it to Jehovah for any gifts you have
or for what you have accomplished?
(1 Cor. 4:7) The apostle Paul wrote: “I
tell everyone there among you not to
think more of himself than it is neces-
sary to think, but to think so as to have
a sound mind.”—Rom. 12:3.

10 Second, in strongly reproving Sheb-
na, Jehovah may have been showing
that he did not consider Shebna beyond
recovery. (Prov. 3:11, 12) What a fine
lesson for those who lose privileges of
service in God’s congregation today!

9-11. (a) What important lessons can we
learn from Shebna’s experience? (b) How are
you encouraged by Jehovah’s treatment of
Shebna?

Humbly adjusting our attitude leads to God’s blessing
(See paragraphs 8-10)
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Instead of being angry and resentful,
may they continue to serve God to the
best of their ability in their new situa-
tion, viewing the discipline as evidence
of Jehovah’s love. Remember, our Fa-
ther will not consider us beyond hope if
we humble ourselves before him. (Read
1 Peter 5:6, 7.) Loving discipline can be
God’s way of molding us, so let us re-
main malleable in his hands.

11 Third, Jehovah’s treatment of Sheb-
na provides a valuable lesson for those
who are authorized to administer dis-
cipline, such as parents and Christian
overseers. The lesson? While Jehovah’s
discipline can reflect his hatred of sin, it
can also show his concern for the person
who sinned. If as a parent or an overseer
you must administer discipline, will you
imitate Jehovah, hating the wrong while
looking for the good in your child or fel-
low believer?—Jude 22, 23.

12 Sadly, after receiving discipline,
some fail to see past the pain and even
draw away from God and his people.
(Heb. 3:12, 13) But does that mean that
such ones are beyond help? Consider
Graham, who was disfellowshipped, in
time was reinstated, and then became
spiritually inactive. Some years later, he
asked an elder who had befriended him
to study the Bible with him.

13 The elder recalled: “Graham had a
problem with pride. He was critical of
the elders who had been involved in
his disfellowshipping. So for the next
few studies, we discussed scriptures on
pride and its effects. Graham began to
see himself clearly in the mirror of God’s

12-14. (a) In what ways do some react to di-
vine discipline? (b) How did God’s Word help
one brother to adjust his attitude, and with
what results?

Word, and he did not like what he saw!
The effect was amazing! After acknowl-
edging that he had been blinded by a
‘rafter’ of pride and that his critical at-
titude was his problem, he began to
change quickly for the better. He start-
ed to attend Christian meetings regular-
ly, to study God’s Word earnestly, and to
make daily prayer a habit. He also ac-
cepted his spiritual responsibilities as
family head, much to the delight of his
wife and children.”—Luke 6:41, 42; Jas.
1:23-25.

14 The elder continues: “One day, Gra-
ham told me something that touched my
heart. ‘I’ve known the truth for years,’
he said, ‘and I’ve even served as a pio-
neer. But only now can I honestly say
that I love Jehovah.’ Before long, he
was asked to serve as a microphone han-
dler at the Kingdom Hall—a privilege he
deeply appreciated. His example taught
me that when a person humbles him-
self before God by accepting discipline,
blessings just pour out!”

WHEN GIVING DISCIPLINE,
IMITATE GOD AND CHRIST

15 To be good teachers, we first have to
be good students. (1 Tim. 4:15, 16) Like-
wise, those divinely authorized to give
discipline must themselves continue to
submit willingly to Jehovah’s guidance.
Such humble submission earns them re-
spect and gives them freeness of speech
when training or correcting others. Con-
sider Jesus’ example.

16 Jesus always listened obediently to

15. If we want our discipline to reach hearts,
what must we do?
16. What are some lessons about appropriate
discipline and effective teaching that we can
learn from Jesus?
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his Father, even when doing so was very
difficult. (Matt. 26:39) And he gave his
Father the credit for his teachings and
wisdom. (John 5:19, 30) Jesus’ humility
and obedience drew people of honest
heart to him and helped to make him
a compassionate and gracious teacher.
(Read Matthew 11:29.) His kind words
heartened those who were figuratively
like a bruised reed or the wick of an oil
lamp about to go out. (Matt. 12:20)
Even when his patience was tested, Je-
sus was kind and loving. This was evi-
dent when he corrected his apostles
for showing a selfish, ambitious spirit.
—Mark 9:33-37; Luke 22:24-27.

17 All who are authorized to give
Scriptural discipline are wise when they
imitate Christ’s example. Indeed, their
doing so reflects their desire to be mold-
ed by God and his Son. The apostle Pe-
ter wrote: “Shepherd the flock of God
under your care, serving as overseers,
not under compulsion, but willingly be-
fore God; not for love of dishonest gain,
but eagerly; not lording it over those
who are God’s inheritance, but becom-
ing examples to the flock.” (1 Pet. 5:2-4)
To be sure, overseers who joyfully sub-
mit to God and to Christ, the head of the
congregation, benefit both themselves
and those under their care.—Isa. 32:1, 2,
17, 18.

18 The same basic principles apply in
the family. Family heads are told: “Do
not be irritating your children, but go
on bringing them up in the discipline
and admonition of Jehovah.” (Eph. 6:4)

17. What fine qualities will help elders to be ef-
fective shepherds of God’s flock?
18. (a) What does Jehovah require of par-
ents? (b) How does God help parents fulfill
their responsibilities?

How serious is this matter? Proverbs 19:
18 states: “Discipline your son while
there is hope, and do not become re-
sponsible for his death.” Yes, Jehovah
holds Christian parents accountable if
they fail to provide needed discipline to
a child! (1 Sam. 3:12-14) However, Je-
hovah gives parents the wisdom and
the strength they need when they hum-
bly entreat him in prayer and look to
his Word and holy spirit for guidance.
—Read James 1:5.

LEARNING HOW TO LIVE
FOREVER IN PEACE

19 It would be difficult to enumerate
all the blessings that result from accept-
ing divine discipline and from imitating
Jehovah and Jesus when disciplining
others. At the very least, families and
congregations become havens of peace.
Individuals also feel truly loved, valued,
and secure—a foretaste of the blessings
to come. (Ps. 72:7) Indeed, it is no exag-
geration to say that Jehovah’s discipline
teaches us how to live together for-
ever in peace and harmony as a family
under his fatherly care. (Read Isaiah
11:9.) When we view divine discipline in
that light, we will be more likely to ap-
preciate it for what it truly is: beauti-
ful evidence of God’s unmatched love
for us.

20 In the following article, we will ex-
pand on aspects of discipline within the
family and the congregation. We will
also consider self-discipline as well as
something that can be even worse than
any temporary pain that discipline may
cause.

19, 20. (a) What blessings result from ac-
cepting God’s discipline? (b) What will we con-
sider in the next article?



JEHOVAH is the Source of wisdom, and he generously shares
his wisdom with others. Says James 1:5: “If any one of you is
lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives gen-
erously to all and without reproaching.” One way that we ac-
quire wisdom from God is by accepting his discipline. And
that wisdom can safeguard us from moral and spiritual harm.
(Prov. 2:10-12) As a result, we “keep [ourselves] in God’s love
. . . with everlasting life in view.”—Jude 21.

2 However, our sinful leanings, our upbringing, and other
factors make it a challenge to accept discipline or to view it
in the right light. We build appreciation for discipline when
we experience its benefits, which confirm God’s love for us.
“My son, do not reject the discipline of Jehovah, . . . for those
whom Jehovah loves he reproves,” says Proverbs 3:11, 12.
Yes, let us never forget that Jehovah has our best inter-
ests at heart. (Read Hebrews 12:5-11.) Because God fully
knows us, his discipline is always appropriate and proper-
ly measured. Let us now examine four aspects of disci-
pline: (1) self-discipline, (2) parental discipline, (3) discipline

1. How do we acquire wisdom, and with what benefit?
2. How can we build appreciation for God’s discipline?

“Listen to Discipline
and Become Wise”

“My sons, . . . listen to discipline and become wise.”
—PROV. 8:32, 33.

SONGS: 56, 89

HOW WOULD YOU
ANSWER?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In what ways does Jehovah
patiently teach us self-
discipline?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can parents raise their
children in the discipline of
Jehovah?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How can we benefit fully from
any Scriptural discipline we
may receive in the Christian
congregation?

28
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within the Christian congregation, and
(4) something that is worse than the
temporary pain of discipline.

SELF-DISCIPLINE SHOWS WISDOM
3 Self-discipline includes exercising

control over ourselves in order to im-
prove in our behavior and thinking. We
are not born with an inclination toward
self-discipline. We have to learn it. To il-
lustrate: When a child first learns to ride
a bicycle, a parent usually holds the bi-
cycle to steady it. But as the child finds
his balance, the parent cautiously lets go
for a few moments at a time. He lets go
altogether when the child can keep his
balance. Likewise, when parents consis-
tently and patiently train their little ones
“in the discipline and admonition of Je-
hovah,” they are also helping their chil-
dren to develop self-discipline and wis-
dom.—Eph. 6:4.

4 The same principles apply to those
who come to know Jehovah as adults.
True, they may already have developed
a measure of self-discipline. Spiritual-
ly speaking, however, a new disciple
starts off being immature. But he or she
can steadily grow toward maturity as
part of learning to put on the Christlike
“new personality.” (Eph. 4:23, 24) Self-
discipline is an important part of that
growth. As a result, we learn “to reject
ungodliness and worldly desires and to
live with soundness of mind and righ-
teousness and godly devotion amid this
present system of things.”—Titus 2:12.

5 That said, we are all prone to sin.

3. How does a child develop self-discipline?
Illustrate.
4, 5. (a) Why is self-discipline an important
part of “the new personality”? (b) Why should
we not give up on ourselves even if we “fall sev-
en times,” as it were?

(Eccl. 7:20) A fall, however, need not
spell complete failure or a serious lack
of self-discipline. “The righteous one
may fall seven times, and he will get up
again,” says Proverbs 24:16. What will
help him to succeed? Not sheer will-
power, but God’s spirit. (Read Philippi-
ans 4:13.) The fruitage of that spirit
includes self-control, which is closely re-
lated to self-discipline.

6 Also important to cultivating self-
discipline are heartfelt prayer, Bible
study, and meditation. But what if you
find it hard to study God’s Word? Per-
haps you do not consider yourself to be
studious. Keep in mind, however, that
Jehovah will help you if you let him. He
can help you to “form a longing” for his
Word. (1 Pet. 2:2) First, pray to Jehovah
for the needed self-discipline to study
his Word. Then, work in harmony with
your prayers, perhaps keeping study pe-
riods rather short. Over time, study will
be both easier and more pleasurable! In-
deed, you will find yourself cherishing
your quiet times when you are absorbed
in Jehovah’s precious thoughts.—1 Tim.
4:15.

7 Self-discipline helps us to reach spir-
itual goals. Consider the example of a
family man who felt that his zeal was
waning somewhat. Concerned, he set the
goal of becoming a regular pioneer and
read articles on that topic in our maga-
zines. This, along with prayer, built him
up and strengthened him spiritually. He
also arranged to be an auxiliary pioneer
when he could. The result? Despite ob-
stacles, he kept his eye on the goal of

6. How can we become better students of
God’s Word? (See opening picture.)
7. How can self-discipline help us to reach a
spiritual goal?
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becoming a regular pioneer and eventu-
ally reached it.

RAISE CHILDREN
IN THE DISCIPLINE OF JEHOVAH

8 Christian parents have a precious
privilege—that of raising their children
“in the discipline and admonition of Je-
hovah.” (Eph. 6:4) That is a major un-
dertaking, especially in today’s world.
(2 Tim. 3:1-5) Of course, children are
not born knowing right from wrong.
They are born with the faculty of con-
science, but it needs to be educated, or
disciplined. (Rom. 2:14, 15) One Bible
reference work suggests that the Greek
word translated “discipline” might be
rendered “child development.”

9 Childrenwho are lovingly disciplined
usually feel secure. They learn that free-
dom has boundaries and that decisions

8-10. What can help Christian parents suc-
ceed in raising their children to serve Jehovah?
Illustrate.

and conduct have consequences—good
orbad. How important, then, that Chris-
tian parents look to Jehovah for guid-
ance. Do not forget that ideas and meth-
ods vary from culture to culture and
from generation to generation. When
parents listen to God, successful child-
rearing does not become a matter of
guesswork; nor does it depend on human
experience or human thinking.

10 By way of illustration, consider the
example of Noah. When Jehovah told
him to build the ark, Noah could not rely
on experience. He had never built an ark
before. So he had to rely on Jehovah,
doing “just so”—that is, just as Jehovah
directed. (Gen. 6:22) The result? Noah
got it right the first time. Indeed, he had
to! Noah also succeeded as a family man
—and for basically the same reason; he
trusted in God’s wisdom. He thus taught
his children well and set a fine example
for them, which was a big challenge
during that wicked pre-Flood era.—Gen.
6:5.

11 As parents, how can you do “just
so” in God’s eyes? Listen to Jehovah.
Let him instruct you in child-rearing by
means of his Word and the guidance
we receive through his organization. In
time, your children will likely thank you
for doing that! One brother wrote: “I am
filled with gratitude for the way my par-
ents raised me. They did their best to
reach my heart. Much of the credit for
my spiritual advancement must go to
them.” However, despite the parents’
best efforts, some children leave Je-
hovah. Nonetheless, parents who have
tried their best to impress the truth
on a child’s heart have a good con-

11. How important is parental example in
training children?

Children are not born knowing
right from wrong; they need training

(See paragraph 8)
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science. They can also hope that the
wayward child will one day come “home”
to Jehovah.

12 One of the greatest tests of obedi-
ence that some parents have in-
volves their relationship with a disfel-
lowshipped child. Consider the example
of a mother whose disfellowshipped
daughter left home. The mother admits:
“I looked for loopholes in our publica-
tions so that I could spend time with my
daughter and my granddaughter.” She
adds: “But my husband kindly helped me
to see that our child was now out of our
hands and that we must not interfere.”

13 Some years later, the daughter was
reinstated. “Now she calls or texts me
nearly every day!” the mother said. “And
she deeply respects my husband and
me because she knows that we obeyed
God.We have a wonderful relationship.”
If you have a disfellowshipped child,
will you “trust in Jehovah with all your
heart [and] not rely on your own un-
derstanding”? (Prov. 3:5, 6) Remember,
Jehovah’s discipline reflects his match-
less wisdom and love. Never forget that
he gave his Son for all, including your
child. Godwants no one to be destroyed.
(Read 2 Peter 3:9.) So have faith in Je-
hovah’s discipline and direction. Do so
evenwhen it pains you, the parent, to do
what Jehovah says. Yes, work with God’s
discipline, not against it.

IN THE CONGREGATION
14 Jehovah has promised to care for,

12, 13. (a) If a child is disfellowshipped, how
do Christian parents show that they obey God?
(b) How did one family benefit from the par-
ents’ obedience to Jehovah?
14. How do we benefit from Jehovah’s instruc-
tion provided by means of “the faithful stew-
ard”?

protect, and instruct the Christian con-
gregation. He does so in a number of
ways. For example, he has placed the
congregation under the care of his Son,
who appointed a “faithful steward” to
provide timely spiritual food. (Luke 12:
42) Made available in many ways, that
food provides valuable instruction, or
discipline. Ask yourself, ‘How often has
a talk or an article in one of our journals
moved me to make adjustments in my
thinking or conduct?’ If you have re-
sponded positively, rejoice! You are al-
lowing Jehovah to mold, or discipline,
you for your benefit.—Prov. 2:1-5.

15 Christ also gave to the congregation
“gifts in men”—elders to shepherd God’s
flock. (Eph. 4:8, 11-13) How can we ben-
efit from those precious gifts? One way
is to imitate the faith of the elders aswell
as their fine example. Another way is to
heed their Scriptural counsel. (Read
Hebrews 13:7, 17.) Remember, the el-
ders love us and want us to grow spiritu-
ally. For instance, if they notice that we
are missing meetings or that our zeal is
cooling off, they will no doubt quickly
come to our aid. They will listen to us
and then try to build us up with warm
encouragement and appropriate Scrip-
tural counsel. Do you view such help
as an expression of Jehovah’s love for
you?

16 Keep in mind that elders may find
that it is not easy to approach us with
needed counsel. Imagine, for example,
how difficult it must have been for the
prophet Nathan to speak to David after
the king tried to cover up his gross sin!
(2 Sam. 12:1-14) Similarly, the apostle

15, 16. (a) How can we benefit from the “gifts
in men” in the congregation? (b) How can we
make the elders’ work more pleasant for them?
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Paul no doubt had to muster up courage
to provide correctionwhen Peter, one of
the 12 apostles, showed favoritism to-
ward his Jewish brothers. (Gal. 2:11-14)
So how can you ease the load for the el-
ders in your congregation? Be humble,
approachable, and thankful. See their
help as an expression of God’s love for
you. This will not only benefit you but
also add much joy to their work.

17 Because of her past experience, one
sister found it hard to love Jehovah.
“When my past and other issues brought
me to emotional exhaustion,” she said,
“I knew that I had to talk with the el-
ders. They did not berate me or criti-
cize me, but they encouraged me and
strengthened me. After every congrega-
tion meeting, no matter how busy they
were, at least one of themwould ask how
I was. Because of my past, I found it dif-
ficult to feel worthy of God’s love. Time
and time again, however, Jehovah has
used the congregation and the elders to
confirm his love for me. I pray that I will
never let him go.”

WHAT IS WORSE THAN
ANY PAIN OF DISCIPLINE?

18 While discipline may be painful,
there is something that is even more
painful—the harm that may result

17. How did one sister benefit from the loving
help of the elders in the congregation?
18, 19. What is worse than any pain that may
result from discipline? Illustrate.

from rejecting discipline. (Heb. 12:
11) Consider two examples—Cain and
King Zedekiah. When Cain developed a
murderous hatred toward Abel, God ad-
monished Cain: “Why are you so angry
and dejected? If you turn to doing good,
will you not be restored to favor? But if
you do not turn to doing good, sin is
crouching at the door, and its craving is
to dominate you; but will you get the
mastery over it?” (Gen. 4:6, 7) Cain did
not listen. Then sin overwhelmed him.
What needless pain and suffering Cain
brought on himself! (Gen. 4:11, 12) The
pain of Jehovah’s reprimand would have
been mild by comparison.

19 A weak and wicked ruler, Zedekiah
reigned during very dark days for Jeru-
salem.The prophet Jeremiah repeatedly
exhorted Zedekiah to leave his badways,
but the king refused to be disciplined.
Again, the results were tragic. (Jer. 52:8-
11) How Jehovah wants to spare us from
such needless suffering!—Read Isaiah
48:17, 18.

20 In the world, discipline, including
self-discipline, is often sneered at. But
that foolish attitude will soon catch up
with thewicked. (Prov. 1:24-31) So let us
“listen to discipline and become wise.”
As Proverbs 4:13 states, “hold on to dis-
cipline; do not let it go. Safeguard it, for
it means your life.”

20. What does the future hold for those who
accept God’s discipline and for those who re-
fuse to accept it?
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