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Sharing the good news in Ghana






Sample Presentations




THE WATCHTOWER




[image: The Watchtower No. 1 2017 | How to Get More From Reading the Bible]


Question: Some people think that the Bible is outdated, while others believe that it still has value. What’s your opinion?

Scripture: 2Ti 3:16, 17

Offer: This issue of The Watchtower highlights examples of the Bible’s practical wisdom and offers suggestions on how to get the most out of your Bible reading.







TEACH THE TRUTH




[image: An open Bible]


Question: Is the end of the world near?

Scripture: Mt 24:3, 7, 14

Truth: Bible prophecy shows that we are living in the time of the end. But this is good news—it means that better times are just ahead.







WAS LIFE CREATED?




[image: Was Life Created?]


Question: Do you think it’s more reasonable to believe that God created life or that life began by chance?

Offer: This brochure reviews evidence that has led many to believe in an intelligent Creator. I’d like to return and discuss the question posed on page 29: “Does it matter what you believe?”







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.

Or “correcting.”


^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence* and of the conclusion of the system of things?”*

See Glossary.
Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.








January 2-8

ISAIAH 24-28





	  Song 147 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Jehovah Takes Care of His People”: (10 min.)

	Isa 25:4, 5—Jehovah is a spiritual refuge to all who want to serve him (ip-1 272 ¶5)



	Isa 25:6—Jehovah has kept his promise to provide an abundance of spiritual food (w16.05 24 ¶4; ip-1 273 ¶6-7)



	Isa 25:7, 8—Sin and death will soon be done away with forever (w14 9/15 26 ¶15; ip-1 273-274 ¶8-9)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 26:15—How can we help as Jehovah extends “all the borders of the land”? (w15 7/15 11 ¶18)



	Isa 26:20—What appears to be linked to the foretold “inner rooms”? (w13 3/15 23 ¶15-16)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 28:1-13










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion based on “Sample Presentations.” Play each presentation video, and then discuss the highlights. During January, publishers have the option of offering the brochure The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking if they meet someone who would benefit from a more in-depth discussion about evidence of a Creator. Encourage them to be alert for opportunities to play the video Was Life Created?










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 2



	  Local Needs: (15 min.) As an option, discuss the lessons learned from the Yearbook. (yb16 140-142)



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 6 ¶8-15 and the box “Early Conventions That Gave Impetus to the Preaching Work”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 37 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 25:4, 5) For you have become a stronghold to the lowly, A stronghold to the poor in his distress, A refuge from the rainstorm, And a shade from the heat. When the blast of the tyrants is like a rainstorm against a wall,  5 As the heat in a parched land, You subdue the uproar of strangers. Like heat is subdued by the shadow of a cloud, So the song of the tyrants is silenced.



^ (Isa. 25:6) In this mountain Jehovah of armies will make for all the peoples A banquet of rich dishes, A banquet of fine wine,* Of rich dishes filled with marrow, Of fine, filtered wine.

Or “of wine kept on the dregs.”


^ (Isa. 25:7, 8) In this mountain he will do away with* the shroud that is enveloping all the peoples And the covering* that is woven over all the nations.  8 He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Lit., “swallow up.”
Or “veil.”
Or “do away with.”


^ (Isa. 26:15) You have enlarged the nation, O Jehovah, You have enlarged the nation; You have glorified yourself. You have greatly extended all the borders of the land.



^ (Isa. 26:20) Go, my people, enter your inner rooms, And shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself for a brief moment Until the wrath* has passed by.

Or “denunciation.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 24-28

Jehovah Takes Care of His People





Like a generous host, Jehovah supplies us with an abundance of spiritual food.



[image: People in Bible times eat a meal together]







“Jehovah of armies will make for all the peoples a banquet”


25:6

	  In Bible times, when people ate a meal together, it signified peace and friendship










“Of rich dishes filled with marrow, of fine, filtered wine”


	  Rich dishes and fine, filtered wine picture the very best of spiritual food that Jehovah provides for us













^ (Isa. 25:6) In this mountain Jehovah of armies will make for all the peoples A banquet of rich dishes, A banquet of fine wine,* Of rich dishes filled with marrow, Of fine, filtered wine.

Or “of wine kept on the dregs.”







January 9-15

ISAIAH 29-33





	  Song 103 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “A King Will Reign for Righteousness”: (10 min.)

	Isa 32:1—The King who will reign for righteousness is Jesus Christ (w14 2/15 6 ¶13)



	Isa 32:2—The enthroned Jesus provides princes to care for the flock (ip-1 332-334 ¶7-8)



	Isa 32:3, 4—Jehovah’s people are given instruction and training that help them demonstrate righteousness (ip-1 334-335 ¶10-11)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 30:21—In what ways does Jehovah communicate with his servants? (w14 8/15 21 ¶2)



	Isa 33:22—When and how did Jehovah become Judge, Lawgiver, and King for the nation of Israel? (w14 10/15 14 ¶4)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 30:22-33










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) wp17.1 cover—Respond to an irate householder.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) wp17.1 cover—Read scriptures from a mobile device.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lv 31-32 ¶12-13—Demonstrate how to reach the heart.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 87



	  “A Hiding Place From the Wind” (Isa 32:2): (9 min.) Play the video.



	  Pay Attention at the Meetings: (6 min.) Play the video Pay Attention at the Meetings. Afterward, invite selected young children to the stage, and ask them: What could cause you not to pay attention during the meetings? What might have happened if Noah had not paid attention when Jehovah explained how to build the ark? Why is it important for children to pay attention during the meetings?



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 6 ¶16-24 and the box “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 21 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 32:1) Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.



^ (Isa. 32:2) And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”


^ (Isa. 32:3, 4) Then the eyes of those seeing will no longer be pasted shut, And the ears of those hearing will pay attention.  4 The heart of those who are impetuous will ponder over knowledge, And the stammering tongue will speak fluently and clearly.



^ (Isa. 30:21) And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ (Isa. 33:22) For Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our Lawgiver, Jehovah is our King; He is the One who will save us.



^ (Isa. 32:2) And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 29-33

“A King Will Reign for Righteousness”




Jesus, the King, provides “princes,” or elders, who care for the flock


32:1-3

	  Like “a place of concealment from the rainstorm,” they work to protect the flock from storms of persecution and discouragement



	  Like “streams of water in a waterless land,” they refresh those who are spiritually thirsty by offering pure, unadulterated truth



	  Like “the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land,” they bring relief to the flock by providing spiritual guidance and refreshment



[image: A man in Bible times is concealed during a rainstorm, drinks water from a stream, and rests in the shadow of a crag]














^ (Isa. 32:1-3) Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.  2 And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.  3 Then the eyes of those seeing will no longer be pasted shut, And the ears of those hearing will pay attention.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”







January 16-22

ISAIAH 34-37





	  Song 63 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Hezekiah’s Faith Was Rewarded”: (10 min.)

	Isa 36:1, 4-10, 15, 18-20—The Assyrians taunted Jehovah and threatened his people (ip-1 386-388 ¶7-14)



	Isa 37:1, 2, 14-20—Hezekiah put his trust in Jehovah (ip-1 389-391 ¶15-17)



	Isa 37:33-38—Jehovah acted in defense of his people (ip-1 391-394 ¶18-22)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 35:8—What was “the Way of Holiness,” and who qualified to walk on it? (w08 5/15 26 ¶4; 27 ¶1)



	Isa 36:2, 3, 22—How did Shebna set a good example of one who accepted discipline? (w07 1/15 8 ¶6)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 36:1-12










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Mt 24:3, 7, 14—Teach the Truth—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) 2Ti 3:1-5—Teach the Truth—Leave a JW.ORG contact card.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bh 31-32 ¶11-12—Invite the person to the meeting.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 30



	  “O Jehovah, . . . I Trust in You”: (15 min.) Questions and answers. Begin by playing “O Jehovah, . . . I Trust in You”—Excerpt.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 7 ¶1-9



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 70 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 36:1) In the 14th year of King Hez·e·kiʹah, Sen·nachʹer·ib the king of As·syrʹi·a came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them.



^ (Isa. 36:4-10) So the Rabʹsha·keh said to them: “Please, say to Hez·e·kiʹah, ‘This is what the great king, the king of As·syrʹi·a, says: “What is the basis for your confidence? 5 You are saying, ‘I have a strategy and the power to wage war,’ but these are empty words. In whom have you put trust, so that you dare to rebel against me? 6 Look! You trust in the support of this crushed reed, Egypt, which if a man should lean on it would enter into his palm and pierce it. That is the way Pharʹaoh king of Egypt is to all those who trust in him. 7 And if you should say to me, ‘We trust in Jehovah our God,’ is he not the one whose high places and altars Hez·e·kiʹah has removed, while he says to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You should bow down before this altar’?”’ 8 So now make this wager, please, with my lord the king of As·syrʹi·a: I will give you 2,000 horses if you are able to find enough riders for them. 9 How, then, could you drive back even one governor who is the least of my lord’s servants, while you put your trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10 Now is it without authorization from Jehovah that I have come up against this land to destroy it? Jehovah himself said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’”



^ (Isa. 36:15) And do not let Hez·e·kiʹah cause you to trust in Jehovah by saying: “Jehovah will surely rescue us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a.”



^ (Isa. 36:18-20) Do not let Hez·e·kiʹah mislead you by saying, ‘Jehovah will rescue us.’ Have any of the gods of the nations rescued their land out of the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a? 19 Where are the gods of Haʹmath and Arʹpad? Where are the gods of Seph·ar·vaʹim? And have they rescued Sa·marʹi·a out of my hand? 20 Who among all the gods of these lands have rescued their land out of my hand, so that Jehovah should rescue Jerusalem out of my hand?”’”



^ (Isa. 37:1, 2) As soon as King Hez·e·kiʹah heard this, he ripped his garments apart and covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of Jehovah. 2 Then he sent E·liʹa·kim, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah, the son of Aʹmoz.

Or “palace.”


^ (Isa. 37:14-20) Hez·e·kiʹah took the letters out of the hand of the messengers and read them. Hez·e·kiʹah then went up to the house of Jehovah and spread them* out before Jehovah. 15 And Hez·e·kiʹah began to pray to Jehovah and say: 16 “O Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, sitting enthroned above* the cherubs, you alone are the true God of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth. 17 Incline your ear, O Jehovah, and hear! Open your eyes, O Jehovah, and see! Hear all the words that Sen·nachʹer·ib has sent to taunt the living God. 18 It is a fact, O Jehovah, that the kings of As·syrʹi·a have devastated all the lands, as well as their own land. 19 And they have thrown their gods into the fire, because they were not gods but the work of human hands, wood and stone. That is why they could destroy them. 20 But now, O Jehovah our God, save us out of his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are God, O Jehovah.”

Lit., “it.”
Or possibly, “between.”


^ (Isa. 37:33-38) “‘Therefore this is what Jehovah says about the king of As·syrʹi·a: “He will not come into this city Or shoot an arrow there Or confront it with a shield Or cast up a siege rampart against it.”’ 34 ‘By the way he came he will return; He will not come into this city,’ declares Jehovah. 35 ‘I will defend this city and save it for my own sake And for the sake of my servant David.’” 36 And the angel of Jehovah went out and struck down 185,000 men in the camp of the As·syrʹi·ans. When people rose up early in the morning, they saw all the dead bodies. 37 So King Sen·nachʹer·ib of As·syrʹi·a departed and returned to Ninʹe·veh and stayed there. 38 And as he was bowing down at the house* of his god Nisʹroch, his own sons A·dramʹme·lech and Shar·eʹzer struck him down with the sword and then escaped to the land of Arʹa·rat. And his son Eʹsar-hadʹdon became king in his place.

Or “temple.”


^ (Isa. 35:8) And a highway will be there, Yes, a way called the Way of Holiness. The unclean one will not travel on it. It is reserved for the one walking on the way; No one foolish will stray onto it.



^ (Isa. 36:2, 3) The king of As·syrʹi·a then sent the Rabʹsha·keh* with a vast army from Laʹchish to King Hez·e·kiʹah in Jerusalem. They took up a position by the conduit of the upper pool, which is at the highway of the laundryman’s field. 3 Then E·liʹa·kim son of Hil·kiʹah, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and Joʹah son of Aʹsaph the recorder came out to him.

Or “the chief cupbearer.”
Or “palace.”


^ (Isa. 36:22) But E·liʹa·kim son of Hil·kiʹah, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and Joʹah son of Aʹsaph the recorder came to Hez·e·kiʹah with their garments ripped apart and told him the words of the Rabʹsha·keh.

Or “palace.”


^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence* and of the conclusion of the system of things?”*

See Glossary.
Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Matt. 24:7) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 34-37

Hezekiah’s Faith Was Rewarded







[image: The Rabshakeh and his men outside the wall of Jerusalem]


King Sennacherib of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh to Jerusalem to demand the city’s surrender. The Assyrians used various arguments in an attempt to make the Jews give up without a fight.



	

[image: Assyrian soldiers outside the wall of Jerusalem]


            Isolation. Egypt will be of little help to you.—Isa 36:6



	

[image: People are doubtful]


            Doubt. Jehovah will not fight for you because he is displeased with you.—Isa 36:7, 10



	

[image: The Assyrian army]


             Intimidation. You do not stand a chance against the powerful Assyrian army.—Isa 36:8, 9



	

[image: A large home and grain field]


             Temptation. Surrendering to Assyria will improve the quality of your life.—Isa 36:16, 17










Hezekiah showed unwavering faith in Jehovah


37:1, 2, 14-20, 36

	  He did what he reasonably could to prepare the city for the siege



	  He prayed to Jehovah for deliverance and encouraged the people to do the same



	  His faith was rewarded when Jehovah sent an angel to strike down 185,000 Assyrian warriors in one night



[image: Hezekiah prays and an angel holds a sword]














^ (Isa. 36:6) Look! You trust in the support of this crushed reed, Egypt, which if a man should lean on it would enter into his palm and pierce it. That is the way Pharʹaoh king of Egypt is to all those who trust in him.



^ (Isa. 36:7) And if you should say to me, ‘We trust in Jehovah our God,’ is he not the one whose high places and altars Hez·e·kiʹah has removed, while he says to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You should bow down before this altar’?”’



^ (Isa. 36:10) Now is it without authorization from Jehovah that I have come up against this land to destroy it? Jehovah himself said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’”



^ (Isa. 36:8, 9) So now make this wager, please, with my lord the king of As·syrʹi·a: I will give you 2,000 horses if you are able to find enough riders for them. 9 How, then, could you drive back even one governor who is the least of my lord’s servants, while you put your trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?



^ (Isa. 36:16, 17) Do not listen to Hez·e·kiʹah, for this is what the king of As·syrʹi·a says: “Make peace with me and surrender,* and each of you will eat from his own vine and from his own fig tree and will drink the water of his own cistern, 17 until I come and take you to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards.

Lit., “Make with me a blessing and come out to me.”


^ (Isa. 37:1, 2) As soon as King Hez·e·kiʹah heard this, he ripped his garments apart and covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of Jehovah. 2 Then he sent E·liʹa·kim, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah, the son of Aʹmoz.

Or “palace.”


^ (Isa. 37:14-20) Hez·e·kiʹah took the letters out of the hand of the messengers and read them. Hez·e·kiʹah then went up to the house of Jehovah and spread them* out before Jehovah. 15 And Hez·e·kiʹah began to pray to Jehovah and say: 16 “O Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, sitting enthroned above* the cherubs, you alone are the true God of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth. 17 Incline your ear, O Jehovah, and hear! Open your eyes, O Jehovah, and see! Hear all the words that Sen·nachʹer·ib has sent to taunt the living God. 18 It is a fact, O Jehovah, that the kings of As·syrʹi·a have devastated all the lands, as well as their own land. 19 And they have thrown their gods into the fire, because they were not gods but the work of human hands, wood and stone. That is why they could destroy them. 20 But now, O Jehovah our God, save us out of his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are God, O Jehovah.”

Lit., “it.”
Or possibly, “between.”


^ (Isa. 37:36) And the angel of Jehovah went out and struck down 185,000 men in the camp of the As·syrʹi·ans. When people rose up early in the morning, they saw all the dead bodies.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

“O Jehovah, . . . I Trust in You”







[image: Hezekiah prays]


It is important for us to trust in Jehovah both in good times and in bad. (Ps 25:1, 2) In the eighth century B.C.E., the Jews in Judah faced a crisis that tested their trust in God. What occurred provides many lessons for us. (Ro 15:4) After watching the video “O Jehovah, . . . I Trust in You,” how would you answer the following questions?

	              What crisis did Hezekiah face?



	              How did Hezekiah apply the principle found at Proverbs 22:3 when anticipating a possible siege?



	               Why did Hezekiah not consider surrendering to Assyria or making an alliance with Egypt?



	               How is Hezekiah a good example for Christians?



	               What situations today test our trust in Jehovah?










Write down situations where you can show more trust in Jehovah.










^ (Ps. 25:1, 2) To you, O Jehovah, I turn.*  2 My God, I trust in you; Do not let me be put to shame. Do not let my enemies gloat over me.

Or “I raise my soul.”


^ (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^ (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”







January 23-29

ISAIAH 38-42





	  Song 114 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Jehovah Gives Power to the Tired One”: (10 min.)

	Isa 40:25, 26—Jehovah is the Source of all dynamic energy (ip-1 409-410 ¶23-25)



	Isa 40:27, 28—Jehovah notices the hardships we endure and the injustices we suffer (ip-1 413 ¶27)



	Isa 40:29-31—Jehovah gives power to those trusting in him (ip-1 413-415 ¶29-31)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 38:17—In what sense does Jehovah throw our sins behind his back? (w03 7/1 17 ¶17)



	Isa 42:3—How was this prophecy fulfilled in Jesus? (w15 2/15 8 ¶13)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 40:6-17










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) lc—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) lc—Lay the groundwork for the next visit.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lv 38-39 ¶6-7—Demonstrate how to reach the heart.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 44



	  “Remember to Pray for Persecuted Christians”: (15 min.) Discussion. Begin by playing the video Retrial of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Taganrog—When Will the Injustice End?



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 7 ¶10-18, the box “Programs on WBBR,” and the box “A Momentous Convention”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 10 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 40:25, 26) “To whom can you liken me to make me his equal?” says the Holy One. 26 “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing.



^ (Isa. 40:27, 28) Why do you say, O Jacob, and why do you declare, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from Jehovah, And I receive no justice from God’? 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, is a God for all eternity. He never tires out or grows weary. His understanding is unsearchable.*

Or “cannot be fathomed.”


^ (Isa. 40:29-31) He gives power to the tired one And full might to those lacking strength.* 30 Boys will tire out and grow weary, And young men will stumble and fall, 31 But those hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary; They will walk and not tire out.”

Or “dynamic energy.”


^ (Isa. 38:17) Look! Instead of peace, I had great bitterness; But in your fondness for me,* You preserved me from the pit of destruction. You have thrown all my sins behind your back.*

Or “my soul.”
Or “removed all my sins from your sight.”


^ (Isa. 42:3) No crushed reed will he break, And no smoldering wick will he extinguish. In faithfulness he will bring justice.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ISAIAH 38-42

Jehovah Gives Power to the Tired One





40:29-31

	  An eagle can stay aloft for hours, using thermals, or columns of rising warm air. Once a thermal is found, the eagle circles within the column, which carries the eagle higher and higher. When it attains a certain height, it glides to the next thermal, and the process is repeated



	  The eagle’s seemingly effortless flight beautifully illustrates how we are able to carry on in our worship with the strength that God supplies







[image: Eagles stay aloft with the help of thermals]










^ (Isa. 40:29-31) He gives power to the tired one And full might to those lacking strength.* 30 Boys will tire out and grow weary, And young men will stumble and fall, 31 But those hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary; They will walk and not tire out.”

Or “dynamic energy.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Remember to Pray for Persecuted Christians





The Bible prophesied that Satan would persecute us in an attempt to hinder our ministry. (Joh 15:20; Re 12:17) How can we help fellow Christians who are suffering persecution in other lands? We can pray for them. “A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.”—Jas 5:16.



[image: A brother in handcuffs is led into prison; a group of brothers and sisters; a brother prays]


What can we pray for? We can ask Jehovah to give our brothers and sisters courage and to help them not to be afraid. (Isa 41:10-13) We can also pray for the authorities to be favorably disposed toward the preaching work, “so that we may go on leading a calm and quiet life.”—1Ti 2:1, 2.

When Paul and Peter were persecuted, the first-century Christians prayed for them by name. (Ac 12:5; Ro 15:30, 31) Even if we do not know the names of all those being persecuted today, could we mention their congregation, country, or region?

	  The latest information on the persecution of Jehovah’s Witnesses can be found on jw.org. (Look under NEWSROOM > LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS.)



	  The jw.org article “Jehovah’s Witnesses Imprisoned for Their Faith—By Location” lists the number of those currently imprisoned in each country. (Look under NEWSROOM > LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS. Click on a country to learn more details and to access a PDF that provides the names of those imprisoned there.)














Write down lands where there are persecuted Christians you want to pray for.










^ (John 15:20) Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^ (Rev. 12:17) So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went off to wage war with the remaining ones of her offspring,* who observe the commandments of God and have the work of bearing witness concerning Jesus.

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Jas. 5:16) Therefore, openly confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. A righteous man’s supplication has a powerful effect.*

Lit., “has much force when it is at work.”


^ (Isa. 41:10-13) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’ 11 Look! All those getting enraged against you will be put to shame and humiliated. Those who fight with you will be brought to nothing and perish. 12 You will search for men who struggle with you, but you will not find them; The men at war with you will become as something nonexistent, as nothing at all. 13 For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’



^ (1 Tim. 2:1, 2) First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving be made concerning all sorts of men, 2 concerning kings and all those who are in high positions,* so that we may go on leading a calm and quiet life with complete godly devotion and seriousness.

Or “in positions of authority.”


^ (Acts 12:5) So Peter was being kept in the prison, but the congregation was intensely praying to God for him.



^ (Rom. 15:30, 31) Now I urge you, brothers, through our Lord Jesus Christ and through the love of the spirit, that you exert yourselves with me in prayers to God for me, 31 that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Ju·deʹa and that my ministry in behalf of Jerusalem may prove to be acceptable to the holy ones,








January 30–February 5

ISAIAH 43-46





	  Song 55 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Jehovah Is the God of True Prophecy”: (10 min.)

	Isa 44:26-28—Jehovah prophesied that Jerusalem and the temple would be rebuilt, and he named Cyrus as the conqueror of Babylon (ip-2 71-72 ¶22-23)



	Isa 45:1, 2—Jehovah gave details about the conquest of Babylon (ip-2 77-78 ¶4-6)



	Isa 45:3-6—Jehovah gave reasons why he used Cyrus to conquer Babylon (ip-2 79-80 ¶8-10)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Isa 43:10-12—In what way were the Israelites to be a nation of witnesses for Jehovah? (w14 11/15 21-22 ¶14-16)



	Isa 43:25—What is the main reason why Jehovah wipes out transgressions? (ip-2 60 ¶24)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Isa 46:1-13










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) lc—Witness informally to a workmate or schoolmate.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) lc—Lay the groundwork for the next visit.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 4










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 77



	  How Can We Be Sure the Bible Is True?: (15 min.) Play the video How Can We Be Sure the Bible Is True? Then discuss the following questions: How can we use this video when witnessing informally, publicly, and from house to house? What good experiences have you had with this video?



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 7 ¶19-23, the box “JW.ORG,” the chart “Some Methods Used to Reach Large Numbers of People,” and the box “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 83 and Prayer















^ (Isa. 44:26-28) The One making the word of his servant come true And completely fulfilling the predictions of his messengers; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhabited,’ And of the cities of Judah, ‘They will be rebuilt, And I will restore her ruins’; 27 The One saying to the deep waters, ‘Be evaporated, And I will dry up all your rivers’; 28 The One saying of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, And he will completely carry out all my will’; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’”



^ (Isa. 45:1, 2) This is what Jehovah says to his anointed one, to Cyrus, Whose right hand I have taken hold of To subdue nations before him, To disarm* kings, To open before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut:  2 “Before you I will go, And the hills I will level. The copper doors I will break in pieces, And the iron bars I will cut down.

Lit., “ungird the hips of.”


^ (Isa. 45:3-6) I will give you the treasures in the darkness And the hidden treasures in the concealed places, So that you may know that I am Jehovah, The God of Israel, who is calling you by your name.  4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and of Israel my chosen one, I am calling you by your name. I am giving you a name of honor, although you did not know me.  5 I am Jehovah, and there is no one else. There is no God except me. I will strengthen* you, although you did not know me,  6 In order that people may know From the rising of the sun to its setting* That there is none besides me. I am Jehovah, and there is no one else.

Lit., “closely gird.”
Or “From east to west.”


^ (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Isa. 43:25) I, I am the One who is blotting out your transgressions* for my own sake, And I will not remember your sins.

Or “rebellious acts.”
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Jehovah Is the God of True Prophecy







[image: A 200-year timeline—from the start of Isaiah’s prophecy until the conquest of Babylon]




[image: King Cyrus]


About 200 years before the conquest of Babylon, Jehovah through Isaiah gave a detailed prophecy describing what would happen.

44:27–45:2

	  Cyrus would be the conqueror of Babylon



	  The city’s double doors would be left open



	  The Euphrates River, a part of the city’s main defense system, would “dry up”







[image: Soldiers march through the dried up Euphrates River]












^ (Isa. 44:27-45:2) The One saying to the deep waters, ‘Be evaporated, And I will dry up all your rivers’; 28 The One saying of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, And he will completely carry out all my will’; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’” 
45 This is what Jehovah says to his anointed one, to Cyrus, Whose right hand I have taken hold of To subdue nations before him, To disarm* kings, To open before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut:  2 “Before you I will go, And the hills I will level. The copper doors I will break in pieces, And the iron bars I will cut down.

Lit., “ungird the hips of.”
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^ ***lc p. 29 Does It Matter What You Believe?***
Does It Matter What You Believe?
Do you think that life has a purpose? Evolutionist William B. Provine says: “What we have learned about the evolutionary process has enormous implications for us, affecting our sense of meaning in life.” His conclusion? “I can see no cosmic or ultimate meaning in human life.”32
Consider the significance of those words. If ultimate meaning in life were nonexistent, then you would have no purpose in living other than to try to do some measure of good and perhaps pass on your genetic traits to the next generation. At death, you would cease to exist forever. Your brain, with its ability to think, reason, and meditate on the meaning of life, would simply be an accident of nature.
That is not all. Many who believe in evolution assert that God does not exist or that he will not intervene in human affairs. In either case, our future would rest in the hands of political, academic, and religious leaders. Judging from the past record of such men, the chaos, conflict, and corruption that blight human society would continue. If, indeed, evolution were true, there would seem to be ample reason to live by the fatalistic motto: “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we are to die.”—1 Corinthians 15:32.
By contrast, the Bible teaches: “With [God] is the source of life.” (Psalm 36:9) Those words have profound implications.
If what the Bible says is true, life does have meaning. Our Creator has a loving purpose that extends to all who choose to live in accord with his will. (Ecclesiastes 12:13) That purpose includes the promise of life in a world free of chaos, conflict, and corruption—and even free of death.—Psalm 37:10, 11; Isaiah 25:6-8.
With good reason, millions of people around the world believe that learning about God and obeying him give meaning to life as nothing else can! (John 17:3) Such a belief is not based on mere wishful thinking. The evidence is clear—life was created.
[Box on page 29]
How Would You Reply?
▪ What are you inclined to believe—that we evolved or that we were created? Why do you so answer?
▪ What are some good reasons for examining the basis for your beliefs?
[Picture on page 29]
[Credit Line]
Faunia, Madrid










^ (Isa. 24:1-28:29) Look! Jehovah is emptying the land* and making it desolate. He turns it upside down* and scatters its inhabitants.  2 It will be the same for everyone: The people as well as the priest, The servant and his master, The servant and her mistress, The buyer and the seller, The lender and the borrower, The creditor and the debtor.  3 The land will be completely emptied; It will be completely plundered, For Jehovah has spoken this word.  4 The land mourns;* it is wasting away. The productive land withers; it is fading away. The prominent people of the land wither.  5 The land has been polluted by its inhabitants, For they have bypassed the laws, Changed the regulation, And broken the lasting* covenant.  6 That is why the curse devours the land, And those inhabiting it are held guilty. That is why the inhabitants of the land have dwindled, And very few men are left.  7 The new wine mourns,* the vine withers, And all those cheerful at heart are sighing.  8 The joy of the tambourines has ceased; The noise of the revelers has ended; The happy sound of the harp has ceased.  9 They drink wine without song, And alcohol tastes bitter to those drinking it. 10 The deserted town is broken down; Every house is shut up so that no one can enter. 11 They cry out for wine in the streets. All rejoicing has disappeared; The joy of the land has gone. 12 The city is left in ruins; The gate has been crushed to a heap of rubble. 13 For this is how it will be in the land, among the peoples: As when an olive tree is beaten, Like the gleaning when the grape harvest comes to an end. 14 They will raise their voice, They will shout joyfully. From the sea* they will proclaim the majesty of Jehovah. 15 That is why they will glorify Jehovah in the region of light;* In the islands of the sea they will glorify the name of Jehovah the God of Israel. 16 From the ends of the earth we hear songs: “Glory* to the Righteous One!” But I say: “I am wasting away, I am wasting away! Woe to me! The treacherous have acted treacherously; With treachery the treacherous have acted treacherously.” 17 Terror and pits and traps await you, inhabitant of the land. 18 Anyone fleeing from the sound of terror will fall into the pit, And anyone coming up from the pit will be caught in the trap. For the floodgates above will be opened, And the foundations of the land will quake. 19 The land has burst apart; The land has been shaken up; The land convulses violently. 20 The land staggers like a drunken man, And it sways back and forth like a hut in the wind. Its transgression weighs heavily on it, And it will fall, so that it will not rise up again. 21 In that day Jehovah will turn his attention to the army of the heights above And to the kings of the earth upon the earth. 22 And they will be gathered together Like prisoners gathered into a pit, And they will be shut up in the dungeon; After many days they will be given attention. 23 The full moon will be abashed, And the shining sun will be ashamed, For Jehovah of armies has become King in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, Glorious before the elders of his people.* 
25 O Jehovah, you are my God. I exalt you, I praise your name, For you have done wonderful things, Things purposed* from ancient times, In faithfulness, in trustworthiness.  2 For you have turned a city into a pile of stones, A fortified town into a crumbling ruin. The foreigner’s tower is a city no more; It will never be rebuilt.  3 That is why a strong people will glorify you; The city of tyrannical nations will fear you.  4 For you have become a stronghold to the lowly, A stronghold to the poor in his distress, A refuge from the rainstorm, And a shade from the heat. When the blast of the tyrants is like a rainstorm against a wall,  5 As the heat in a parched land, You subdue the uproar of strangers. Like heat is subdued by the shadow of a cloud, So the song of the tyrants is silenced.  6 In this mountain Jehovah of armies will make for all the peoples A banquet of rich dishes, A banquet of fine wine,* Of rich dishes filled with marrow, Of fine, filtered wine.  7 In this mountain he will do away with* the shroud that is enveloping all the peoples And the covering* that is woven over all the nations.  8 He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.  9 In that day they will say: “Look! This is our God! We have hoped in him, And he will save us. This is Jehovah! We have hoped in him. Let us be joyful and rejoice in the salvation by him.” 10 For the hand of Jehovah will rest on this mountain, And Moʹab will be trampled on in its place Like straw trampled into a pile of manure. 11 He will slap out his hands into it Like a swimmer slapping out his hands to swim, And he will bring down its haughtiness With the skillful movements of his hands. 12 And the fortified city, with your high walls of security, He will bring down; He will knock it down to the ground, to the very dust. 
26 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city. He makes salvation its walls and its ramparts.  2 Open up the gates so that the righteous nation may enter, A nation that is keeping faithful conduct.  3 You will safeguard those who fully lean on you;* You will give them continuous peace, Because it is in you that they trust.  4 Trust in Jehovah forever, For Jah* Jehovah is the eternal Rock.  5 For he has brought low those inhabiting the height, the lofty city. He brings it down, He brings it down to the earth; He casts it down to the dust.  6 The foot will trample it, The feet of the afflicted, the steps of the lowly.”  7 The path of the righteous one is upright.* Because you are upright, You will smooth out the course of the righteous.  8 As we follow the path of your judgments, O Jehovah, Our hope is in you. We* long for your name and your memorial.*  9 In the night I long for you with my whole being,* Yes, my spirit keeps looking for you; For when there are judgments from you for the earth, The inhabitants of the land learn about righteousness. 10 Even if the wicked is shown favor, He will not learn righteousness. Even in the land of uprightness* he will act wickedly, And he will not see the majesty of Jehovah. 11 O Jehovah, your hand is raised, but they do not see it. They will see your zeal for your people and be put to shame. Yes, the fire for your adversaries will consume them. 12 O Jehovah, you will grant us peace, Because everything we have done You have accomplished for us. 13 O Jehovah our God, other masters besides you have ruled over us, But we make mention of your name alone. 14 They are dead; they will not live. Powerless in death, they will not rise up. For you have turned your attention to them To annihilate them and destroy all mention of them. 15 You have enlarged the nation, O Jehovah, You have enlarged the nation; You have glorified yourself. You have greatly extended all the borders of the land. 16 O Jehovah, during distress they turned to you; They poured out their prayer in a whisper when you disciplined them. 17 Just as a pregnant woman about to give birth Has labor pains and cries out in pain, So we have been because of you, O Jehovah. 18 We became pregnant, we had labor pains, But it is as if we have given birth to wind. We have not brought salvation to the land, And no one is born to inhabit the land. 19 “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.* 20 Go, my people, enter your inner rooms, And shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself for a brief moment Until the wrath* has passed by. 21 For look! Jehovah is coming from his place To call the inhabitants of the land to account for their error, And the land will expose her bloodshed And will no longer cover over her slain.” 
27 In that day Jehovah, with his harsh and great and strong sword, Will turn his attention to Le·viʹa·than,* the gliding serpent, To Le·viʹa·than, the twisting serpent, And he will kill the monster that is in the sea.  2 In that day sing to her:* “A vineyard of foaming wine!  3 I, Jehovah, am safeguarding her. Every moment I water her. I safeguard her night and day, So that no one may harm her.  4 There is no wrath in me. Who will confront me with thornbushes and weeds in the battle? I will trample them and set them on fire all together.  5 Otherwise, let him hold fast to my stronghold. Let him make peace with me; Peace let him make with me.”  6 In the coming days Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, And they will fill the land with produce.  7 Must he be struck with the stroke of the one striking him? Or must he be killed as with the slaughter of his slain?  8 With a startling cry you will contend with her when sending her away. He will expel her with his fierce blast in the day of the east wind.  9 So in this way the error of Jacob will be atoned for, And this will be the full fruitage when his sin is taken away: He will make all the stones of the altar Like chalkstones that have been pulverized, And no sacred poles* or incense stands will be left. 10 For the fortified city will be deserted; The pastures will be forsaken and abandoned like a wilderness. There the calf will graze and lie down And will consume her branches. 11 When her twigs have dried up, Women will come and break them off, Making fires with them. For this people is without understanding. That is why their Maker will show them no mercy, And the One who formed them will show them no favor. 12 In that day Jehovah will beat out the fruit from the flowing stream of the River* to the Wadi* of Egypt, and you will be gathered up one after the other, O people of Israel. 13 In that day a great horn will be blown, and those who are perishing in the land of As·syrʹi·a and those dispersed in the land of Egypt will come and bow down to Jehovah in the holy mountain in Jerusalem. 
28 Woe to the showy* crown* of the drunkards of Eʹphra·im And the fading blossom of its glorious beauty, Which is on the head of the fertile valley of those overcome with wine!  2 Look! Jehovah has someone strong and mighty. Like a thundering hailstorm, a destructive windstorm, Like a thunderstorm of powerful floodwaters, He will forcefully hurl it down to the earth.  3 The showy* crowns of the drunkards of Eʹphra·im Will be trampled underfoot.  4 And the fading flower of its glorious beauty, Which is on the head of the fertile valley, Will become like the early fig before summer. When someone sees it, he swallows it as soon as it is in his hand. 5 In that day Jehovah of armies will become a glorious crown and a beautiful garland to those left of his people. 6 And he will become a spirit of justice to the one who sits in judgment and a source of mightiness to those who repel the attack at the gate.  7 And these also go astray because of wine; Their alcoholic beverages make them stagger. Priest and prophet go astray because of alcohol; The wine confuses them, And they stagger from their alcohol; Their vision makes them go astray, And they stumble in judgment.  8 For their tables are full of filthy vomit —There is no place without it.  9 To whom will one impart knowledge, And to whom will one explain the message? To those who have just been weaned from milk, Those just taken away from the breasts? 10 For it is “command after command, command after command, Line by line, line by line,* A little here, a little there.” 11 So by means of those with stammering speech* and a foreign language, he will speak to this people. 12 He once told them: “This is the resting-place. Let the weary one rest; this is the place of refreshment,” but they refused to listen. 13 So to them the word of Jehovah will be: “Command after command, command after command, Line by line, line by line,* A little here, a little there,” So that when they walk, They will stumble and fall backward And be broken and ensnared and caught. 14 So hear the word of Jehovah, you boasters, You rulers of this people in Jerusalem, 15 For you men say: “We have made a covenant with Death, And with the Grave* we have made an agreement.* When the raging flash flood passes through, It will not reach us, For we have made a lie our refuge And we have hidden ourselves in falsehood.” 16 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am laying as a foundation in Zion a tested stone, The precious cornerstone of a sure foundation. No one exercising faith will panic. 17 And I will make justice the measuring line And righteousness the leveling tool.* The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, And the waters will flood out the hiding place. 18 Your covenant with Death will be dissolved, And your agreement with the Grave* will not stand. When the raging flash flood passes through, You will be crushed by it. 19 As often as it passes through, It will sweep you away; For it will pass through morning after morning, During the day and during the night. Only terror will make them understand what was heard.”* 20 For the bed is too short to stretch out on, And the woven sheet is too narrow to wrap up in. 21 For Jehovah will rise up as at Mount Pe·raʹzim; He will rouse himself as in the valley* near Gibʹe·on, That he may do his deed—his strange deed— And that he may carry out his work—his unusual work. 22 Now do not scoff, So that your bonds may not be further tightened, For I have heard from the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies, That an extermination has been determined for all the land.* 23 Give ear and listen to my voice; Pay attention and listen to what I say. 24 Does the plower keep plowing all day before he sows seed? Does he continually break up and harrow his ground? 25 When he has smoothed out its surface, Does he not then scatter black cumin and sow cumin, And does he not plant wheat, millet, and barley in their places And spelt around the edges? 26 For He teaches* him the right way; His God instructs him. 27 For black cumin is not crushed with a threshing sledge, And a wagon wheel is not driven over cumin. Rather, black cumin is beaten out with a rod, And cumin with a staff. 28 Does a person crush grain for bread? No, he does not thresh it incessantly; And when he drives the roller of his wagon over it with his horses, He does not crush it. 29 This also comes from Jehovah of armies, Whose counsel* is wonderful And whose achievements are great.*

Or “earth.”
Or “He twists the face of it.”
Or possibly, “dries up.”
Or “ancient.”
Or possibly, “dries up.”
Or “the west.”
Or “in the east.”
Or “Decoration.”
Lit., “before his elders.”
Or “Counsels.”
Or “of wine kept on the dregs.”
Lit., “swallow up.”
Or “veil.”
Or “do away with.”
Or possibly, “those whose inclination is unshakable.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “level.”
Or “With our soul we.”
That is, that God and his name be remembered, made known.
Or “with my soul.”
Or “straightforwardness.”
Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”
Or “denunciation.”
See Glossary.
Apparently referring to Israel, here personified as a woman and likened to a vineyard.
See Glossary.
That is, the Euphrates.
See Glossary.
Or “haughty; proud.”
Apparently referring to the capital city, Samaria.
Or “haughty; proud.”
Or “Measuring line upon measuring line, measuring line upon measuring line.”
Lit., “lip.”
Or “Measuring line upon measuring line, measuring line upon measuring line.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “effected a vision.”
Or “plumb line.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “When they understand, they will feel sheer terror.”
Or “low plain.”
Or “for the whole earth.”
Or “disciplines; chastises.”
Or “purpose.”
Or “And whose practical wisdom is great.”


^ (Isa. 28:1-13) Woe to the showy* crown* of the drunkards of Eʹphra·im And the fading blossom of its glorious beauty, Which is on the head of the fertile valley of those overcome with wine!  2 Look! Jehovah has someone strong and mighty. Like a thundering hailstorm, a destructive windstorm, Like a thunderstorm of powerful floodwaters, He will forcefully hurl it down to the earth.  3 The showy* crowns of the drunkards of Eʹphra·im Will be trampled underfoot.  4 And the fading flower of its glorious beauty, Which is on the head of the fertile valley, Will become like the early fig before summer. When someone sees it, he swallows it as soon as it is in his hand. 5 In that day Jehovah of armies will become a glorious crown and a beautiful garland to those left of his people. 6 And he will become a spirit of justice to the one who sits in judgment and a source of mightiness to those who repel the attack at the gate.  7 And these also go astray because of wine; Their alcoholic beverages make them stagger. Priest and prophet go astray because of alcohol; The wine confuses them, And they stagger from their alcohol; Their vision makes them go astray, And they stumble in judgment.  8 For their tables are full of filthy vomit —There is no place without it.  9 To whom will one impart knowledge, And to whom will one explain the message? To those who have just been weaned from milk, Those just taken away from the breasts? 10 For it is “command after command, command after command, Line by line, line by line,* A little here, a little there.” 11 So by means of those with stammering speech* and a foreign language, he will speak to this people. 12 He once told them: “This is the resting-place. Let the weary one rest; this is the place of refreshment,” but they refused to listen. 13 So to them the word of Jehovah will be: “Command after command, command after command, Line by line, line by line,* A little here, a little there,” So that when they walk, They will stumble and fall backward And be broken and ensnared and caught.

Or “haughty; proud.”
Apparently referring to the capital city, Samaria.
Or “haughty; proud.”
Or “Measuring line upon measuring line, measuring line upon measuring line.”
Lit., “lip.”
Or “Measuring line upon measuring line, measuring line upon measuring line.”





^ ***sjj song 147 Life Everlasting Is Promised***
SONG 147
Life Everlasting Is Promised
(Psalm 37:29)
1. Life everlasting is promised.
Our earthly home will endure.
‘Meek ones will thrive,’ said the psalmist.
This grand future is sure.
(CHORUS)
We can live forever.
It’s worth all endeavor.
God’s promise is faithful.
His Word will come true.
2. Paradise brought to perfection;
All of God’s children set free.
Under Jehovah’s direction,
Peace on earth we will see.
(CHORUS)
We can live forever.
It’s worth all endeavor.
God’s promise is faithful.
His Word will come true.
3. Soon in the grand resurrection,
Sorrow will all disappear.
Showering tender affection,
God will dry ev’ry tear.
(CHORUS)
We can live forever.
It’s worth all endeavor.
God’s promise is faithful.
His Word will come true.
(See also Isa. 25:8; Luke 23:43; John 11:25; Rev. 21:4.)



^ ***ip-1 p. 272 Jehovah’s Hand Becomes High***
5 Although fearsome when viewed by his enemies, Jehovah is a refuge to the meek and humble who want to serve him. Religious and political tyrants may try everything to break the faith of true worshipers, but they fail because these have absolute confidence in Jehovah. Eventually, he easily silences his opposers, doing so as if he were covering the burning desert sun with a cloud or blocking the force of a rainstorm with a wall.—Read Isaiah 25:4, 5.



^ ***w16 May p. 24 Benefit Fully From Jehovah’s Provisions***
4 In addition to publications for Jehovah’s Witnesses in general, we receive Bible-based material that appeals to specific groups. Some material is especially designed to help young people; other material assists their parents. Much of the material in print and on our website is prepared with the non-Witness public in mind. Such an abundance of spiritual food reminds us that Jehovah has kept his promise to “make for all the peoples a banquet of rich dishes.”—Isa. 25:6.



^ ***ip-1 p. 273 Jehovah’s Hand Becomes High***
‘A Banquet for All the Peoples’
6 Like a loving father, Jehovah not only protects but also feeds his children, especially in a spiritual way. After liberating his people in 1919, he set before them a victory banquet, an abundant supply of spiritual food: “Jehovah of armies will certainly make for all the peoples, in this mountain, a banquet of well-oiled dishes, a banquet of wine kept on the dregs, of well-oiled dishes filled with marrow, of wine kept on the dregs, filtered.”—Isaiah 25:6.
7 The banquet is spread in Jehovah’s “mountain.” What is this mountain? It is “the mountain of the house of Jehovah” to which all nations stream “in the final part of the days.” It is Jehovah’s “holy mountain,” where his faithful worshipers do no harm and cause no ruin. (Isaiah 2:2; 11:9) In this elevated place of worship, Jehovah spreads his lush banquet for faithful ones. And the spiritual good things now supplied so generously foreshadow the physical good things that will be provided when God’s Kingdom becomes the sole government of mankind. Then hunger will be no more. “There will come to be plenty of grain on the earth; on the top of the mountains there will be an overflow.”—Psalm 72:8, 16.



^ ***w14 9/15 pp. 26-27 The Last Enemy, Death, Brought to Nothing***
15 By the end of the thousand years of Kingdom rule, obedient mankind will have been liberated from all enemies introduced by Adam’s disobedience. The Bible says: “Just as in Adam all are dying, so also in the Christ all will be made alive. But each one in his own proper order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who belong to the Christ [his joint rulers] during his presence. Next, the end, when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father, when he has brought to nothing all government and all authority and power. For he must rule as king until God has put all enemies under his feet. And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing.” (1 Cor. 15:22-26) Yes, death inherited from Adam will at last be done away with. “The shroud” that entraps the entire human family will have been removed forever.—Isa. 25:7, 8.



^ ***ip-1 pp. 273-274 Jehovah’s Hand Becomes High***
8 Those who now partake of the divinely provided spiritual feast have glorious prospects. Listen to Isaiah’s next words. Comparing sin and death to a suffocating “woven work,” or “envelopment,” he says: “In this mountain [Jehovah] will certainly swallow up the face of the envelopment that is enveloping over all the peoples, and the woven work that is interwoven upon all the nations. He will actually swallow up death forever, and the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will certainly wipe the tears from all faces.”—Isaiah 25:7, 8a.
9 Yes, no more sin and death! (Revelation 21:3, 4) Moreover, the lying reproach that Jehovah’s servants have endured for thousands of years will also be done away with. “The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for Jehovah himself has spoken it.” (Isaiah 25:8b) How will this happen? Jehovah will remove the source of that reproach, Satan and his seed. (Revelation 20:1-3) Little wonder that God’s people will be moved to exclaim: “Look! This is our God. We have hoped in him, and he will save us. This is Jehovah. We have hoped in him. Let us be joyful and rejoice in the salvation by him.”—Isaiah 25:9.



^ ***w15 7/15 p. 11 Work to Enhance the Spiritual Paradise***
YOUR SHARE IN CONTRIBUTING TO THE SPIRITUAL PARADISE
18 It is an honor to be allowed by Jehovah to contribute to the beauty of our spiritual paradise. We do that by zealously preaching the Kingdom good news and making more disciples. Each time we help a person progress to Christian dedication, we have worked to extend the borders of the spiritual paradise.—Isa. 26:15; 54:2.



^ ***w13 3/15 p. 23 Jehovah—Our Place of Dwelling***
OUR “REAL DWELLING” AS THE END APPROACHES
15 As Satan’s world nears its end, its “pangs of distress” will get worse. (Matt. 24:7, 8) Things will definitely get worse during the great tribulation. Infrastructures will collapse, and people will fear for their very lives. (Hab. 3:16, 17) Out of sheer desperation, they will, as it were, seek refuge “in the caves and in the rock-masses of the mountains.” (Rev. 6:15-17) But neither literal caves nor mountainlike political and commercial organizations will afford any protection.
16 Jehovah’s people, however, will continue to enjoy the safety of their “real dwelling,” Jehovah God. Like the prophet Habakkuk, they “will exult in Jehovah himself.” They “will be joyful in the God of [their] salvation.” (Hab. 3:18) In what ways will Jehovah prove to be “a real dwelling” during that tumultuous time? We will have to wait and see. But of this we can be sure: Like the Israelites at the time of the Exodus, the “great crowd” will remain organized, ever alert to divine direction. (Rev. 7:9; read Exodus 13:18.) That direction will come theocratically, probably by means of the congregation arrangement. Indeed, the many thousands of congregations around the world appear to be linked to the protective “interior rooms” foretold at Isaiah 26:20. (Read.) Do you value the congregation meetings? Do you act promptly on the direction Jehovah provides through the congregation arrangement?—Heb. 13:17.



^ ***sjj song 2 Jehovah Is Your Name***
SONG 2
Jehovah Is Your Name
(Psalm 83:18)
1. The living and true God—
The God of all creation
In ev’ry generation—
Jehovah is your name.
We’re honored and we’re proud
To be your congregation.
In ev’ry tribe and nation,
Your glory we proclaim.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah, Jehovah,
There is no God like you.
There’s no other in the heavens
Or on the earth below.
You alone are God Almighty,
And this all men must know.
Jehovah, Jehovah,
We have no other God but you.
2. You cause us to become
Whatever you desire,
To do as you require—
Jehovah is your name.
And Witnesses for you
Is what you’ve kindly named us.
We’re honored you have claimed us—
A people for your name.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah, Jehovah,
There is no God like you.
There’s no other in the heavens
Or on the earth below.
You alone are God Almighty,
And this all men must know.
Jehovah, Jehovah,
We have no other God but you.
(See also 2 Chron. 6:14; Ps. 72:19; Isa. 42:8.)



^ ***yb16 p. 140-p. 142 par. 3 They Did Not Forsake Meeting Together***
Building a Branch Office While Under Ban
During the 1980’s and 1990’s, the branch office repeatedly petitioned the government to remove the ban on Jehovah’s Witnesses. Brothers in other countries also wrote to the Indonesian government and its ambassadors, asking why Jehovah’s Witnesses were outlawed in Indonesia. Many officials favored lifting the ban, but the powerful Directorate General of Christian Community Guidance repeatedly blocked their efforts.
In 1990, the brothers concluded that it might be possible to build a new branch office in an inconspicuous location. That same year, the Governing Body approved the purchase of a property near Bogor, a small city about 25 miles (40 km) south of Jakarta. Few local brothers, however, had construction skills. How, then, would the new facility be built?
The answer came through the international brotherhood. The Brooklyn Construction Office and the Regional Engineering Office in Australia supplied the architectural plans. Some 100 international volunteers provided the needed expertise during the two-year project.
Hosea Mansur, an Indonesian brother who acted as a liaison with various local officials, related: “When Muslim officials saw my initials, H.M., on my hard hat, they assumed that the letter H stood for ‘Hājjī,’ a highly esteemed title claimed by those who make pilgrimages to Mecca. They thus treated me with great respect. This simple misunderstanding made it easier to organize the work.”
The new branch facilities were dedicated on July 19, 1996. John Barr, a member of the Governing Body, delivered the dedication talk. The 285 people in the audience included 118 branch representatives and former missionaries from many countries and the 59 members of the Indonesia Bethel family. In the two days that followed the dedication program, 8,793 delegates attended the “Messengers of Godly Peace” District Convention in Jakarta.
Jehovah Delivers His People
In 1998, Indonesia’s longtime President Soeharto (Suharto) resigned, paving the way for a new government. In turn, the brothers intensified their efforts to have the ban on the work lifted.
While visiting New York in 2001, the Indonesian Secretary of State, Mr. Djohan Effendi, toured Brooklyn Bethel and met with three members of the Governing Body. He was impressed by what he saw, and he acknowledged that Jehovah’s Witnesses had a good reputation worldwide. Mr. Effendi favored lifting the ban, but he said that the final word would have to come from the attorney general of Indonesia, Mr. Marzuki Darusman.
The attorney general also favored lifting the ban, but hostile officials in his department kept stalling in the hope that he would soon be replaced. Finally, on June 1, 2001, Tagor Hutasoit was summoned to the attorney general’s office. “In that same office, some 25 years earlier, I was handed a document stating that Jehovah’s Witnesses were banned,” recalled Tagor. “But on this day, the attorney general’s last day in office, he handed me a document revoking the ban.”
On March 22, 2002, the organization of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Indonesia was officially registered by the Department of Religious Affairs. The director-general of the department told branch representatives: “This registration document does not grant you freedom of worship. That freedom comes from God. This document states that your religion is officially recognized by the government. You now have the same rights as other religions, and the government is at your service.”



^ ***kr pp. 62-64 People Who Preach—Ministers Offer Themselves Willingly***
8 Convention discourses. Eager for direction, the Bible Students gathered at Cedar Point, Ohio, U.S.A., from September 1 to 8, 1919, for their first major convention following World War I. On the second day, Brother Rutherford gave a discourse in which he pointedly told the delegates: “A Christian’s mission on earth . . . is to proclaim the message of the Lord’s kingdom.”
9 The climax of that convention came three days later when Brother Rutherford delivered the talk entitled “Address to Co-laborers,” which was published in The Watch Tower under the title “Announcing the Kingdom.” He stated: “In sober moments a Christian naturally asks himself, Why am I on the earth? And the answer of necessity must be, The Lord has graciously made me his ambassador to bear the divine message of reconciliation to the world, and my privilege and duty is to announce that message.”
10 In that historic discourse, Brother Rutherford announced that a new magazine, The Golden Age (now called Awake!), would be published for use in directing people to the Kingdom as mankind’s only hope. He then asked how many of those in the audience wanted to have a share in distributing this journal. A report on the convention explained: “The response was an inspiring scene. Six thousand people, as one person, arose.” Clearly, the King had willing supporters who were eager to proclaim his Kingdom!
11 Printed publications. Through the pages of The Watch Tower, the significance of the work Jesus foretold—namely, the preaching of the good news of the Kingdom—became clearer and clearer. Consider some examples from the early 1920’s.
12 What message would be proclaimed in fulfillment of Matthew 24:14? When would that work be done? The July 1, 1920, issue of The Watch Tower, in the article entitled “Gospel of the Kingdom,” explained the message, stating: “The good news here is concerning the end of the old order of things and the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom.” The article clearly showed when this message would be preached, saying: “This message must be delivered between the time of the great world war [World War I] and the time of the ‘great tribulation.’” Hence, the article noted: “Now is the time . . . to proclaim far and wide in Christendom this good news.”
13 Would God’s people be pressured into doing the work that Jesus foretold? No. The article “Be of Good Courage,” in the March 15, 1921, issue of The Watch Tower, appealed to the willing spirit of anointed Christians. Each one was encouraged to ask himself: “Is it not my greatest privilege, as well as my duty, to participate in this work?” The article went on to say: “We feel assured that when you do see it [as a privilege to share in the work] you will be like Jeremiah, in whose heart the word of the Lord was ‘as a burning fire shut up in [his] bones,’ urging him on so that he could not refrain from speaking.” (Jer. 20:9) That warm encouragement reflected the confidence that Jehovah and Jesus have in loyal Kingdom supporters.
14 How should true Christians reach others with the Kingdom message? The short but powerful article entitled “Service Essential,” in the August 15, 1922, issue of The Watch Tower, urged anointed Christians to take part in “actively carrying the printed message to the people and talking to them at their doors, giving the witness that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
15 Clearly, from 1919 on, Christ has used his faithful and discreet slave to emphasize repeatedly that a Christian’s privilege and duty on earth is to proclaim the Kingdom message. How, though, did the early Bible Students respond to the encouragement to share in the work of Kingdom proclamation?



^ ***kr p. 63 People Who Preach—Ministers Offer Themselves Willingly***
EARLY CONVENTIONS THAT GAVE IMPETUS TO THE PREACHING WORK
▪ 1919, Cedar Point, Ohio, U.S.A. The program highlighted that a Christian’s vocation was “to announce the incoming glorious kingdom of Messiah.” An announcement was made that a new magazine, The Golden Age, would be published for use in directing people to the Kingdom. To organize and give impetus to the work, a service director would be appointed for each class, or congregation, of Bible Students.
▪ 1922, Cedar Point, Ohio. During the discourse entitled “The Kingdom,” the speaker urged: “Advertise, advertise, advertise the King and his Kingdom.” One of those present, Anna E. Zimmerman, later recalled: “Our mission was now loud and clear—to advertise the King and the Kingdom, and we went forth from that convention and did just that.”
▪ 1931, Columbus, Ohio. The Bible Students adopted a new name—Jehovah’s Witnesses. That name clearly identified the responsibility of those who worship Jehovah, namely, to proclaim his name and Kingdom.
▪ 1935, Washington, D.C. The “great multitude,” or “great crowd,” was identified as consisting of individuals who have the prospect of living forever on earth. (Rev. 7:9-17; King James Version) With their understanding thus clarified, Jehovah’s people discerned that the scope of the preaching work before them was indeed great.



^ ***sjj song 37 Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled***
SONG 37
Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled
(Matthew 22:37)
1. O Jehovah, Sov’reign Ruler,
You are the one I love and obey.
You deserve my full devotion;
You are my God; I’ll serve you each day.
Your commands I loyally follow;
How I love reminders from you!
(CHORUS)
O Jehovah, you are worthy;
Whole-souled devotion I give to you.
2. Father, all your works exalt you.
Earth, moon, and stars your glory proclaim.
May I also be as faithful,
Using my strength to make known your name.
May I use my whole life to serve you,
Proving to be loyal and true.
(CHORUS)
O Jehovah, you are worthy;
Whole-souled devotion I give to you.
(See also Deut. 6:15; Ps. 40:8; 113:1-3; Eccl. 5:4; John 4:34.)









^ (Isa. 24:1-28:29) Look! Jehovah is emptying the land* and making it desolate. He turns it upside down* and scatters its inhabitants.  2 It will be the same for everyone: The people as well as the priest, The servant and his master, The servant and her mistress, The buyer and the seller, The lender and the borrower, The creditor and the debtor.  3 The land will be completely emptied; It will be completely plundered, For Jehovah has spoken this word.  4 The land mourns;* it is wasting away. The productive land withers; it is fading away. The prominent people of the land wither.  5 The land has been polluted by its inhabitants, For they have bypassed the laws, Changed the regulation, And broken the lasting* covenant.  6 That is why the curse devours the land, And those inhabiting it are held guilty. That is why the inhabitants of the land have dwindled, And very few men are left.  7 The new wine mourns,* the vine withers, And all those cheerful at heart are sighing.  8 The joy of the tambourines has ceased; The noise of the revelers has ended; The happy sound of the harp has ceased.  9 They drink wine without song, And alcohol tastes bitter to those drinking it. 10 The deserted town is broken down; Every house is shut up so that no one can enter. 11 They cry out for wine in the streets. All rejoicing has disappeared; The joy of the land has gone. 12 The city is left in ruins; The gate has been crushed to a heap of rubble. 13 For this is how it will be in the land, among the peoples: As when an olive tree is beaten, Like the gleaning when the grape harvest comes to an end. 14 They will raise their voice, They will shout joyfully. From the sea* they will proclaim the majesty of Jehovah. 15 That is why they will glorify Jehovah in the region of light;* In the islands of the sea they will glorify the name of Jehovah the God of Israel. 16 From the ends of the earth we hear songs: “Glory* to the Righteous One!” But I say: “I am wasting away, I am wasting away! Woe to me! The treacherous have acted treacherously; With treachery the treacherous have acted treacherously.” 17 Terror and pits and traps await you, inhabitant of the land. 18 Anyone fleeing from the sound of terror will fall into the pit, And anyone coming up from the pit will be caught in the trap. For the floodgates above will be opened, And the foundations of the land will quake. 19 The land has burst apart; The land has been shaken up; The land convulses violently. 20 The land staggers like a drunken man, And it sways back and forth like a hut in the wind. Its transgression weighs heavily on it, And it will fall, so that it will not rise up again. 21 In that day Jehovah will turn his attention to the army of the heights above And to the kings of the earth upon the earth. 22 And they will be gathered together Like prisoners gathered into a pit, And they will be shut up in the dungeon; After many days they will be given attention. 23 The full moon will be abashed, And the shining sun will be ashamed, For Jehovah of armies has become King in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, Glorious before the elders of his people.* 
25 O Jehovah, you are my God. I exalt you, I praise your name, For you have done wonderful things, Things purposed* from ancient times, In faithfulness, in trustworthiness.  2 For you have turned a city into a pile of stones, A fortified town into a crumbling ruin. The foreigner’s tower is a city no more; It will never be rebuilt.  3 That is why a strong people will glorify you; The city of tyrannical nations will fear you.  4 For you have become a stronghold to the lowly, A stronghold to the poor in his distress, A refuge from the rainstorm, And a shade from the heat. When the blast of the tyrants is like a rainstorm against a wall,  5 As the heat in a parched land, You subdue the uproar of strangers. Like heat is subdued by the shadow of a cloud, So the song of the tyrants is silenced.  6 In this mountain Jehovah of armies will make for all the peoples A banquet of rich dishes, A banquet of fine wine,* Of rich dishes filled with marrow, Of fine, filtered wine.  7 In this mountain he will do away with* the shroud that is enveloping all the peoples And the covering* that is woven over all the nations.  8 He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.  9 In that day they will say: “Look! This is our God! We have hoped in him, And he will save us. This is Jehovah! We have hoped in him. Let us be joyful and rejoice in the salvation by him.” 10 For the hand of Jehovah will rest on this mountain, And Moʹab will be trampled on in its place Like straw trampled into a pile of manure. 11 He will slap out his hands into it Like a swimmer slapping out his hands to swim, And he will bring down its haughtiness With the skillful movements of his hands. 12 And the fortified city, with your high walls of security, He will bring down; He will knock it down to the ground, to the very dust. 
26 In that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: “We have a strong city. He makes salvation its walls and its ramparts.  2 Open up the gates so that the righteous nation may enter, A nation that is keeping faithful conduct.  3 You will safeguard those who fully lean on you;* You will give them continuous peace, Because it is in you that they trust.  4 Trust in Jehovah forever, For Jah* Jehovah is the eternal Rock.  5 For he has brought low those inhabiting the height, the lofty city. He brings it down, He brings it down to the earth; He casts it down to the dust.  6 The foot will trample it, The feet of the afflicted, the steps of the lowly.”  7 The path of the righteous one is upright.* Because you are upright, You will smooth out the course of the righteous.  8 As we follow the path of your judgments, O Jehovah, Our hope is in you. We* long for your name and your memorial.*  9 In the night I long for you with my whole being,* Yes, my spirit keeps looking for you; For when there are judgments from you for the earth, The inhabitants of the land learn about righteousness. 10 Even if the wicked is shown favor, He will not learn righteousness. Even in the land of uprightness* he will act wickedly, And he will not see the majesty of Jehovah. 11 O Jehovah, your hand is raised, but they do not see it. They will see your zeal for your people and be put to shame. Yes, the fire for your adversaries will consume them. 12 O Jehovah, you will grant us peace, Because everything we have done You have accomplished for us. 13 O Jehovah our God, other masters besides you have ruled over us, But we make mention of your name alone. 14 They are dead; they will not live. Powerless in death, they will not rise up. For you have turned your attention to them To annihilate them and destroy all mention of them. 15 You have enlarged the nation, O Jehovah, You have enlarged the nation; You have glorified yourself. You have greatly extended all the borders of the land. 16 O Jehovah, during distress they turned to you; They poured out their prayer in a whisper when you disciplined them. 17 Just as a pregnant woman about to give birth Has labor pains and cries out in pain, So we have been because of you, O Jehovah. 18 We became pregnant, we had labor pains, But it is as if we have given birth to wind. We have not brought salvation to the land, And no one is born to inhabit the land. 19 “Your dead will live. My corpses* will rise up. Awake and shout joyfully, You residents in the dust! For your dew is as the dew of the morning,* And the earth will let those powerless in death come to life.* 20 Go, my people, enter your inner rooms, And shut your doors behind you. Hide yourself for a brief moment Until the wrath* has passed by. 21 For look! Jehovah is coming from his place To call the inhabitants of the land to account for their error, And the land will expose her bloodshed And will no longer cover over her slain.” 
27 In that day Jehovah, with his harsh and great and strong sword, Will turn his attention to Le·viʹa·than,* the gliding serpent, To Le·viʹa·than, the twisting serpent, And he will kill the monster that is in the sea.  2 In that day sing to her:* “A vineyard of foaming wine!  3 I, Jehovah, am safeguarding her. Every moment I water her. I safeguard her night and day, So that no one may harm her.  4 There is no wrath in me. Who will confront me with thornbushes and weeds in the battle? I will trample them and set them on fire all together.  5 Otherwise, let him hold fast to my stronghold. Let him make peace with me; Peace let him make with me.”  6 In the coming days Jacob will take root, Israel will blossom and sprout, And they will fill the land with produce.  7 Must he be struck with the stroke of the one striking him? Or must he be killed as with the slaughter of his slain?  8 With a startling cry you will contend with her when sending her away. He will expel her with his fierce blast in the day of the east wind.  9 So in this way the error of Jacob will be atoned for, And this will be the full fruitage when his sin is taken away: He will make all the stones of the altar Like chalkstones that have been pulverized, And no sacred poles* or incense stands will be left. 10 For the fortified city will be deserted; The pastures will be forsaken and abandoned like a wilderness. There the calf will graze and lie down And will consume her branches. 11 When her twigs have dried up, Women will come and break them off, Making fires with them. For this people is without understanding. That is why their Maker will show them no mercy, And the One who formed them will show them no favor. 12 In that day Jehovah will beat out the fruit from the flowing stream of the River* to the Wadi* of Egypt, and you will be gathered up one after the other, O people of Israel. 13 In that day a great horn will be blown, and those who are perishing in the land of As·syrʹi·a and those dispersed in the land of Egypt will come and bow down to Jehovah in the holy mountain in Jerusalem. 
28 Woe to the showy* crown* of the drunkards of Eʹphra·im And the fading blossom of its glorious beauty, Which is on the head of the fertile valley of those overcome with wine!  2 Look! Jehovah has someone strong and mighty. Like a thundering hailstorm, a destructive windstorm, Like a thunderstorm of powerful floodwaters, He will forcefully hurl it down to the earth.  3 The showy* crowns of the drunkards of Eʹphra·im Will be trampled underfoot.  4 And the fading flower of its glorious beauty, Which is on the head of the fertile valley, Will become like the early fig before summer. When someone sees it, he swallows it as soon as it is in his hand. 5 In that day Jehovah of armies will become a glorious crown and a beautiful garland to those left of his people. 6 And he will become a spirit of justice to the one who sits in judgment and a source of mightiness to those who repel the attack at the gate.  7 And these also go astray because of wine; Their alcoholic beverages make them stagger. Priest and prophet go astray because of alcohol; The wine confuses them, And they stagger from their alcohol; Their vision makes them go astray, And they stumble in judgment.  8 For their tables are full of filthy vomit —There is no place without it.  9 To whom will one impart knowledge, And to whom will one explain the message? To those who have just been weaned from milk, Those just taken away from the breasts? 10 For it is “command after command, command after command, Line by line, line by line,* A little here, a little there.” 11 So by means of those with stammering speech* and a foreign language, he will speak to this people. 12 He once told them: “This is the resting-place. Let the weary one rest; this is the place of refreshment,” but they refused to listen. 13 So to them the word of Jehovah will be: “Command after command, command after command, Line by line, line by line,* A little here, a little there,” So that when they walk, They will stumble and fall backward And be broken and ensnared and caught. 14 So hear the word of Jehovah, you boasters, You rulers of this people in Jerusalem, 15 For you men say: “We have made a covenant with Death, And with the Grave* we have made an agreement.* When the raging flash flood passes through, It will not reach us, For we have made a lie our refuge And we have hidden ourselves in falsehood.” 16 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am laying as a foundation in Zion a tested stone, The precious cornerstone of a sure foundation. No one exercising faith will panic. 17 And I will make justice the measuring line And righteousness the leveling tool.* The hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, And the waters will flood out the hiding place. 18 Your covenant with Death will be dissolved, And your agreement with the Grave* will not stand. When the raging flash flood passes through, You will be crushed by it. 19 As often as it passes through, It will sweep you away; For it will pass through morning after morning, During the day and during the night. Only terror will make them understand what was heard.”* 20 For the bed is too short to stretch out on, And the woven sheet is too narrow to wrap up in. 21 For Jehovah will rise up as at Mount Pe·raʹzim; He will rouse himself as in the valley* near Gibʹe·on, That he may do his deed—his strange deed— And that he may carry out his work—his unusual work. 22 Now do not scoff, So that your bonds may not be further tightened, For I have heard from the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies, That an extermination has been determined for all the land.* 23 Give ear and listen to my voice; Pay attention and listen to what I say. 24 Does the plower keep plowing all day before he sows seed? Does he continually break up and harrow his ground? 25 When he has smoothed out its surface, Does he not then scatter black cumin and sow cumin, And does he not plant wheat, millet, and barley in their places And spelt around the edges? 26 For He teaches* him the right way; His God instructs him. 27 For black cumin is not crushed with a threshing sledge, And a wagon wheel is not driven over cumin. Rather, black cumin is beaten out with a rod, And cumin with a staff. 28 Does a person crush grain for bread? No, he does not thresh it incessantly; And when he drives the roller of his wagon over it with his horses, He does not crush it. 29 This also comes from Jehovah of armies, Whose counsel* is wonderful And whose achievements are great.*

Or “earth.”
Or “He twists the face of it.”
Or possibly, “dries up.”
Or “ancient.”
Or possibly, “dries up.”
Or “the west.”
Or “in the east.”
Or “Decoration.”
Lit., “before his elders.”
Or “Counsels.”
Or “of wine kept on the dregs.”
Lit., “swallow up.”
Or “veil.”
Or “do away with.”
Or possibly, “those whose inclination is unshakable.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “level.”
Or “With our soul we.”
That is, that God and his name be remembered, made known.
Or “with my soul.”
Or “straightforwardness.”
Lit., “A corpse of mine.”
Or possibly, “the dew of herbs (mallows).”
Or “will give birth to those powerless in death.”
Or “denunciation.”
See Glossary.
Apparently referring to Israel, here personified as a woman and likened to a vineyard.
See Glossary.
That is, the Euphrates.
See Glossary.
Or “haughty; proud.”
Apparently referring to the capital city, Samaria.
Or “haughty; proud.”
Or “Measuring line upon measuring line, measuring line upon measuring line.”
Lit., “lip.”
Or “Measuring line upon measuring line, measuring line upon measuring line.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “effected a vision.”
Or “plumb line.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “When they understand, they will feel sheer terror.”
Or “low plain.”
Or “for the whole earth.”
Or “disciplines; chastises.”
Or “purpose.”
Or “And whose practical wisdom is great.”








^ (Isa. 29:1-33:24) “Woe to Arʹi·el,* Arʹi·el, the city where David encamped! Continue year after year; Let the cycle of festivals continue.  2 But I will bring distress on Arʹi·el, And there will be mourning and lamentation, And she will become to me like an altar hearth of God.  3 I will encamp on all sides against you, And I will besiege you with a palisade And raise up siegeworks against you.  4 You will be brought low; From the ground you will speak, And what you say will be muffled by dust. Your voice will come from the ground Like the voice of a spirit medium, And your words will chirp from the dust.  5 The crowd of your enemies* will be like fine powder, The crowd of the tyrants just like the blowing chaff. And it will happen in an instant, suddenly.  6 Jehovah of armies will give you his attention With thunder and earthquake and a great noise, With storm wind and tempest and the flames of a consuming fire.”  7 Then the crowd of all the nations waging war against Arʹi·el —All those waging war against her, The siege towers against her, And those bringing distress on her— Will become like a dream, a vision of the night.  8 Yes, it will be just as when someone hungry dreams that he is eating, But he wakes up hungry,* And as when someone thirsty dreams that he is drinking, But he wakes up tired and thirsty.* So it will happen with the crowd of all the nations That wage war against Mount Zion.  9 Be stunned and amazed; Blind yourselves and be blinded. They are drunk, but not with wine; They are staggering, but not from alcohol. 10 For Jehovah has poured a spirit of deep sleep on you; He has closed your eyes, the prophets, And he has covered your heads, the visionaries. 11 Every vision becomes for you like the words of a sealed book. When they give it to someone who can read, saying: “Read this out loud, please,” he will say: “I cannot, for it is sealed up.” 12 And when they give the book to someone who cannot read, saying: “Read this, please,” he will say: “I cannot read at all.” 13 Jehovah says: “This people approaches me with their mouth And they honor me with their lips, But their heart is far removed from me; And their fear of me is based on commands of men that they have been taught. 14 Therefore, I am the One who will again do wonderful things with this people, With wonder upon wonder; And the wisdom of their wise men will perish, And the understanding of their discreet men will be hidden.” 15 Woe to those who go to great lengths to conceal their plans* from Jehovah. Their deeds are done in a dark place, While they say: “Who sees us? Who knows about us?” 16 How you twist things!* Should the potter be regarded the same as the clay? Should what is made say about its maker: “He did not make me”? And does what is formed say about its former: “He shows no understanding”? 17 In just a short time, Lebʹa·non will be turned into an orchard, And the orchard will be regarded as a forest. 18 In that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, And out of the gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 19 The meek will rejoice greatly in Jehovah, And the poor among men will be joyful in the Holy One of Israel. 20 For the tyrant will be no more, The boaster will come to his finish, And all those keeping alert to do harm will be destroyed, 21 Those who with a false word make others guilty, Who lay traps for the defender* in the city gate, And who with empty arguments deny justice to the righteous one. 22 So this is what Jehovah, who redeemed Abraham, says to the house of Jacob: “Jacob will no longer be ashamed, And no more will his face grow pale.* 23 For when he sees his children, Who are the work of my hands, in his midst, They will sanctify my name; Yes, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, And they will stand in awe of the God of Israel. 24 Those who are wayward in spirit will acquire understanding, And those who complain will accept instruction.” 
30 “Woe to the stubborn sons,” declares Jehovah, “Who carry out plans that are not mine, Who make alliances,* but not by my spirit, In order to add sin to sin.  2 They go down to Egypt without consulting me,* To take shelter under Pharʹaoh’s protection* And to take refuge in the shadow of Egypt!  3 But the protection of Pharʹaoh will become for you a reason for shame, And refuge in Egypt’s shadow a cause for humiliation.  4 For his princes are in Zoʹan, And his envoys have reached Haʹnes.  5 They will all be put to shame By a people who can bring no benefit to them, Who offer no help and no benefit, Only shame and disgrace.” 6 A pronouncement against the beasts of the south: Through the land of distress and hardship, Of the lion, the roaring lion, Of the viper and the flying fiery snake,* They carry their wealth on the backs of donkeys And their supplies on the humps of camels. But these things will not benefit the people.  7 For Egypt’s help is completely useless. So I have called this one: “Raʹhab, who sits still.”  8 “Now go, write it on a tablet in their presence, And inscribe it in a book, So that it may serve for a future day As a permanent witness.  9 For they are a rebellious people, deceitful sons, Sons who are unwilling to hear the law* of Jehovah. 10 They say to the seers, ‘Do not see,’ And to the visionaries, ‘Do not tell us truthful visions. Tell us flattering* things; envision deceptive illusions. 11 Turn aside from the way; deviate from the path. Quit putting before us the Holy One of Israel.’” 12 Therefore this is what the Holy One of Israel says: “Since you reject this word And you trust in fraud and deceit And you rely on these, 13 So this error will be for you like a broken wall, Like a bulging high wall ready to fall. It will crash suddenly, in an instant. 14 It will be broken like a large potter’s jar, So completely smashed that no fragment among its pieces will be left To rake the fire from the fireplace Or to scoop water from a puddle.”* 15 For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, says: “By returning to me and resting, you will be saved; Your strength will be in keeping calm and showing trust.” But you were unwilling. 16 Instead, you said: “No, we will flee on horses!” So flee you will. “And on swift horses we will ride!” So those pursuing you will be swift. 17 A thousand will tremble at the threat of one; At the threat of five you will flee Until what is left of you is like a mast on the top of a mountain, Like a signal pole on a hill. 18 But Jehovah is waiting patiently* to show you favor, And he will rise up to show you mercy. For Jehovah is a God of justice. Happy are all those keeping in expectation of* him. 19 When the people dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem, you will by no means weep. He will surely show you favor at the sound of your cry for help; he will answer you as soon as he hears it. 20 Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left. 22 And you will defile the silver overlay of your graven images and the golden plating of your metal statues.* You will cast them away like a menstrual cloth and say to them, “Be gone!”* 23 And he will give the rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the ground produces will be abundant and rich.* In that day your livestock will graze in spacious pastures. 24 And the cattle and the donkeys that work the ground will eat fodder seasoned with sorrel, which was winnowed with the shovel and the pitchfork. 25 And on every tall mountain and on every high hill will be streams and watercourses, in the day of the great slaughter when the towers fall. 26 And the light of the full moon will become like the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will become seven times stronger, like the light of seven days, in the day that Jehovah binds up the breakdown* of his people and heals the severe wound from the blow he inflicted. 27 Look! The name of Jehovah is coming from far away, Burning with his anger and with heavy clouds. His lips are full of indignation, And his tongue is like a consuming fire. 28 His spirit* is like a flooding torrent that reaches clear to the neck, To shake the nations in a sieve of destruction;* And the peoples will have a bridle in their jaws that leads them astray. 29 But your song will be like the one sung in the night When you prepare* for a festival, And your heart will rejoice like one Who walks with* a flute On his way to the mountain of Jehovah, to the Rock of Israel. 30 Jehovah will make his majestic voice heard And reveal his arm as it descends in the heat of anger, With the flame of a consuming fire, A cloudburst and a thunderstorm and hailstones. 31 For because of the voice of Jehovah, As·syrʹi·a will be struck with terror; He will strike it with a rod. 32 And every swing of his rod of punishment That Jehovah will bring down on As·syrʹi·a Will be accompanied by tambourines and harps As he brandishes his arm against them in battle. 33 For his Toʹpheth* is already prepared; It is also made ready for the king. He has made the woodpile deep and wide, With an abundance of fire and wood. The breath of Jehovah, like a torrent of sulfur, Will set fire to it. 
31 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for assistance, Who rely on horses, Who trust in war chariots because they are numerous, And in warhorses* because they are mighty. But they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, And they do not search for Jehovah.  2 But he is also wise and will bring calamity, And he will not take back his words. He will rise up against the house of evildoers And against those who help wrongdoers.  3 The Egyptians, though, are mere men and not God; Their horses are flesh and not spirit. When Jehovah stretches out his hand, Whoever offers help will stumble And whoever is helped will fall; They will all perish at the same time.  4 For this is what Jehovah has said to me: “Just as the lion growls, a strong young lion,* over its prey, When a whole group of shepherds is called together against it, And it is not terrified by their voice Or daunted by their commotion, So will Jehovah of armies come down to wage war Over Mount Zion and over her hill.  5 Like swooping birds, so Jehovah of armies will defend Jerusalem. He will defend her and save her. He will spare her and rescue her.” 6 “Return to the One against whom you have blatantly revolted, O people of Israel. 7 For in that day each one will reject his worthless gods of silver and his valueless gods of gold, which your own hands sinfully made.  8 And the As·syrʹi·an will fall by the sword, not of a man; And a sword, not of a human, will devour him. He will flee because of the sword, And his young men will be put to forced labor.  9 His crag will pass away because of sheer fright, And his princes will be terrified because of the signal pole,” declares Jehovah, Whose light* is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 
32 Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.  2 And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.  3 Then the eyes of those seeing will no longer be pasted shut, And the ears of those hearing will pay attention.  4 The heart of those who are impetuous will ponder over knowledge, And the stammering tongue will speak fluently and clearly.  5 The senseless one will no longer be called generous, And the unprincipled man will not be called noble;  6 For the senseless one will speak nonsense, And his heart will devise harmful things, To promote apostasy* and to speak what is wayward against Jehovah, To cause the hungry one* to go unfed And to deprive the thirsty one of something to drink.  7 The devices of the unprincipled man are bad; He promotes shameful conduct To ruin the afflicted one with lies, Even when the poor speaks what is right.  8 But the generous one has generous intentions, And in generous* endeavors he perseveres.  9 “You complacent women, get up and listen to my voice! You carefree daughters, pay attention to what I say! 10 In a little over a year, you who are carefree will shudder, Because no fruit will have been gathered when the grape harvest ends. 11 Tremble, you complacent women! Shudder, you who are carefree! Strip yourselves bare, And put sackcloth around your hips. 12 Beat your breasts in lamentation Over the desirable fields and the fruitful vine. 13 For the ground of my people will be covered with thorns and briars; They will cover all the houses of rejoicing, Yes, the city of exultation. 14 For the fortified tower has been forsaken; The noisy city has been abandoned. Oʹphel and the watchtower have become a permanent wasteland, A delight for wild donkeys, A pasture for the flocks, 15 Until the spirit is poured out on us from above, And the wilderness becomes an orchard, And the orchard is regarded as a forest. 16 Then justice will reside in the wilderness, And righteousness will dwell in the orchard. 17 The result of true righteousness will be peace, And the fruitage of true righteousness will be lasting tranquillity and security. 18 My people will dwell in a peaceful abiding place, In secure dwellings and in tranquil resting-places. 19 But the hail will flatten the forest, And the city will be completely leveled. 20 Happy are you who sow seed alongside all waters, Who send out* the bull and the donkey.” 
33 Woe to you, you destroyer who has not been destroyed; You betrayer who has not been betrayed! When you finish destroying, you will be destroyed. When you finish betraying, you will be betrayed.  2 O Jehovah, show us favor. Our hope is in you. Become our arm* every morning, Yes, our salvation in the time of distress.  3 At the sound of turmoil peoples flee. When you rise up, nations scatter.  4 As the voracious locusts gather, so your spoil will be gathered; People will rush on it like swarms of locusts.  5 Jehovah will be exalted, For he resides in the heights above. He will fill Zion with justice and righteousness.  6 He is the stability of your times; An abundance of salvation, wisdom, knowledge, and the fear of Jehovah —This is his treasure.  7 Look! Their heroes cry out in the street; The messengers of peace weep bitterly.  8 The highways are deserted; There is no one traveling on the pathways. He* has broken the covenant; He has rejected the cities; He shows no regard for mortal man.  9 The land mourns* and withers away. Lebʹa·non is ashamed; it has decayed. Sharʹon has become like the desert, And Baʹshan and Carʹmel shake off their leaves. 10 “Now I will rise up,” says Jehovah, “Now I will exalt myself; Now I will magnify myself. 11 You conceive dried grass and give birth to stubble. Your own spirit will consume you like a fire. 12 And peoples will become as the burnings of lime. As thorns cut down, they will be set ablaze with fire. 13 You who are far away, listen to what I will do! And you who are nearby, acknowledge my might! 14 The sinners in Zion are in dread; Trembling has seized the apostates: ‘Who of us can live where there is a consuming fire? Who of us can live with unquenchable flames?’ 15 The one who walks in continual righteousness, Who speaks what is upright, Who rejects dishonest, fraudulent gain, Whose hands refuse a bribe rather than grabbing it, Who closes his ear to talk of bloodshed, And who shuts his eyes to avoid seeing what is bad 16 —He will reside in the heights; His secure refuge* will be in rocky strongholds, His bread will be provided, And his water supply will never fail.” 17 Your eyes will behold a king in his splendor; They will see a land far away. 18 In your heart you will recall* the terror: “Where is the secretary? Where is the one who weighed out the tribute? Where is the one who counted the towers?” 19 You will no more see the insolent people, A people whose language is too obscure* to comprehend, Whose stammering tongue you cannot understand. 20 Behold Zion, the city of our festivals! Your eyes will see Jerusalem as a tranquil dwelling place, A tent that will not be moved. Never will its tent pins be pulled out, And none of its ropes will be torn apart. 21 But there the Majestic One, Jehovah, Will be for us a region of rivers, of wide canals, Where no galley fleet will go And no majestic ships will pass by. 22 For Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our Lawgiver, Jehovah is our King; He is the One who will save us. 23 Your ropes will hang loose; They cannot hold up the mast nor spread the sail. At that time an abundance of spoil will be divided up; Even the lame will take much plunder. 24 And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Possibly meaning “The Altar Hearth of God,” apparently referring to Jerusalem.
Lit., “strangers.”
Or “and his soul is empty.”
Or “and his soul is parched.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “How perverse of you!”
Lit., “the one reproving.”
That is, from shame and disappointment.
Lit., “pour out a libation,” evidently referring to making an agreement.
Or “without inquiring of my mouth.”
Lit., “in the stronghold of Pharaoh.”
Or “the darting poisonous snake.”
Or “instruction.”
Lit., “smooth.”
Or possibly, “a cistern.”
Or “keeping in expectation.”
Or “eagerly waiting for.”
Or “molten statues.”
Or possibly, “and call them filth.”
Lit., “fat and well-oiled.”
Or “fracture.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “a sieve of worthlessness.”
Or “sanctify yourself.”
Or “to the sound of.”
“Topheth” is here used as a figurative place of burning, representing destruction.
Or “in horsemen.”
Or “a maned young lion.”
Or “fire.”
Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”
Or “act in an irreverent way.”
Or “the soul of the hungry one.”
Or “noble.”
Or “let loose.”
Or “strength.”
Referring to the enemy.
Or possibly, “dries up.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “meditate on.”
Lit., “deep.”
Or “inhabitant.”


^ (Isa. 30:22-33) And you will defile the silver overlay of your graven images and the golden plating of your metal statues.* You will cast them away like a menstrual cloth and say to them, “Be gone!”* 23 And he will give the rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the ground produces will be abundant and rich.* In that day your livestock will graze in spacious pastures. 24 And the cattle and the donkeys that work the ground will eat fodder seasoned with sorrel, which was winnowed with the shovel and the pitchfork. 25 And on every tall mountain and on every high hill will be streams and watercourses, in the day of the great slaughter when the towers fall. 26 And the light of the full moon will become like the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will become seven times stronger, like the light of seven days, in the day that Jehovah binds up the breakdown* of his people and heals the severe wound from the blow he inflicted. 27 Look! The name of Jehovah is coming from far away, Burning with his anger and with heavy clouds. His lips are full of indignation, And his tongue is like a consuming fire. 28 His spirit* is like a flooding torrent that reaches clear to the neck, To shake the nations in a sieve of destruction;* And the peoples will have a bridle in their jaws that leads them astray. 29 But your song will be like the one sung in the night When you prepare* for a festival, And your heart will rejoice like one Who walks with* a flute On his way to the mountain of Jehovah, to the Rock of Israel. 30 Jehovah will make his majestic voice heard And reveal his arm as it descends in the heat of anger, With the flame of a consuming fire, A cloudburst and a thunderstorm and hailstones. 31 For because of the voice of Jehovah, As·syrʹi·a will be struck with terror; He will strike it with a rod. 32 And every swing of his rod of punishment That Jehovah will bring down on As·syrʹi·a Will be accompanied by tambourines and harps As he brandishes his arm against them in battle. 33 For his Toʹpheth* is already prepared; It is also made ready for the king. He has made the woodpile deep and wide, With an abundance of fire and wood. The breath of Jehovah, like a torrent of sulfur, Will set fire to it.

Or “molten statues.”
Or possibly, “and call them filth.”
Lit., “fat and well-oiled.”
Or “fracture.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “a sieve of worthlessness.”
Or “sanctify yourself.”
Or “to the sound of.”
“Topheth” is here used as a figurative place of burning, representing destruction.





^ ***sjj song 103 Shepherds—Gifts in Men***
SONG 103
Shepherds—Gifts in Men
(Ephesians 4:8)
1. Help in our lives, Jehovah provides,
Shepherds to tend his flock.
By their example they serve as guides,
Showing us how to walk.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
2. Shepherds who love us care how we feel;
Gently they guide the way.
When we are hurt, they help us to heal,
Kind in the words they say.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
3. Godly advice and counsel they give,
That we may never stray.
Thus they assist us, God’s way to live,
Serving him ev’ry day.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
(See also Isa. 32:1, 2; Jer. 3:15; John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28.)



^ ***w14 2/15 p. 6 Hail Christ, the Glorious King!***
13 Christ also sallies forth ‘in the cause of righteousness.’ The righteousness that the King defends is “God’s righteousness”—Jehovah’s standards of what is right and what is wrong. (Rom. 3:21; Deut. 32:4) About the King Jesus Christ, Isaiah prophesied: “A king will reign for righteousness.” (Isa. 32:1) Jesus’ reign will usher in the promised “new heavens” and “new earth,” wherein “righteousness is to dwell.” (2 Pet. 3:13) Every inhabitant of that new world will be required to conform to Jehovah’s standards.—Isa. 11:1-5.



^ ***ip-1 pp. 332-334 The King and His Princes***
7 In his great prophecy describing the distressful “conclusion of the system of things,” Jesus said: “See that you are not terrified.” (Matthew 24:3-8) Why are Jesus’ followers not terrified by today’s dangerous world conditions? One reason is that the “princes”—whether they be anointed or “other sheep”—are loyally protecting the flock. (John 10:16) They fearlessly care for their brothers and sisters, even in the face of such horrors as ethnic wars and genocide. In a spiritually exhausted world, they see to it that depressed souls are refreshed by the upbuilding truths of God’s Word, the Bible.
8 During the past 50 years, the “princes” have come clearly into view. “Princes” who are of the other sheep are being trained as a developing “chieftain” class so that after the great tribulation, qualified ones from among them will be ready for appointment to serve in an administrative capacity in the “new earth.” (Ezekiel 44:2, 3; 2 Peter 3:13) By providing spiritual guidance and refreshment as they take the lead in Kingdom service, they are proving themselves to be “like the shadow of a heavy crag,” bringing relief to the flock in its realm of worship.



^ ***ip-1 pp. 334-335 The King and His Princes***
Paying Attention With Eyes, Ears, and Hearts
10 How have the great crowd responded to Jehovah’s theocratic arrangement? The prophecy continues: “The eyes of those seeing will not be pasted together, and the very ears of those hearing will pay attention.” (Isaiah 32:3) Over the years, Jehovah has provided for the instruction and bringing to maturity of his precious servants. The Theocratic Ministry School and other meetings operating in the congregations of Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide; the district, national, and international conventions; as well as the specialized training of the “princes” to treat the flock with loving care have all contributed to the building up of a united, global brotherhood of millions. Wherever these shepherds are on earth, their ears are wide open to adjustments in understanding of the advancing word of truth. With Bible-trained consciences, they are ever ready to hear and to obey.—Psalm 25:10.
11 The prophecy then cautions: “The heart itself of those who are overhasty will consider knowledge, and even the tongue of the stammerers will be quick in speaking clear things.” (Isaiah 32:4) Let no one be overhasty in drawing conclusions about what is right and what is wrong. The Bible says: “Have you beheld a man hasty with his words? There is more hope for someone stupid than for him.” (Proverbs 29:20; Ecclesiastes 5:2) Before 1919, even Jehovah’s people were tainted with Babylonish ideas. But starting in that year, Jehovah has given them a clearer understanding of his purposes. They have found the truths he has revealed to be, not overhasty, but well thought out, and they are now speaking with the certainty of belief, not stammering with uncertainty.



^ ***w14 8/15 p. 21 Hear Jehovah’s Voice Wherever You Are***
2 Today, Jehovah guides his people by means of the Bible, his holy spirit, and the congregation. (Acts 9:31; 15:28; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17) The guidance that we receive from him is so clear that it is as if ‘our own ears hear a word behind us saying: “This is the way. Walk in it.”’ (Isa. 30:21) In effect, Jesus also conveys Jehovah’s voice to us as he directs the congregation through “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45) We need to take this guidance and direction seriously, for our everlasting life depends on our obedience.—Heb. 5:9.



^ ***w14 10/15 p. 14 You Will Become “a Kingdom of Priests”***
4 The Law covenant went into effect at Mount Sinai in 1513 B.C.E. By means of that covenant, the ancient nation of Israel was set apart as God’s chosen nation. Jehovah now became ‘their Judge, their Lawgiver, and their King.’ (Isa. 33:22) The history of Israel provides a record of what happens when God’s righteous standards are either observed or ignored. Since the Law forbade intermarrying with pagans and participation in false worship, it was designed to prevent Abraham’s line of descent from being contaminated.—Ex. 20:4-6; 34:12-16.



^ ***lv pp. 31-32 Love Those Whom God Loves***
12 Even within the congregation, we must be selective if our associates are to be spiritually upbuilding. Should this surprise us? Not really. Some Christians in the congregation may take longer to reach spiritual maturity, even as some fruit on a tree may take longer to ripen. Thus, in any given congregation, we find Christians who are at different levels of spiritual growth. (Hebrews 5:12–6:3) Of course, we show patience and love to newer or weaker ones, for we want to help them to grow spiritually.—Romans 14:1; 15:1.
13 Occasionally, there may be a situation in the congregation that calls for us to watch our association. Some individuals might engage in questionable conduct. Others may develop a bitter or complaining spirit. Congregations in the first century C.E. faced a similar challenge. While most members were faithful, some individuals did not conduct themselves aright. Because some in the congregation in Corinth did not uphold certain Christian teachings, the apostle Paul warned the congregation: “Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:12, 33) Paul cautioned Timothy that even among fellow Christians, there might be some who do not act honorably. Timothy was told to keep clear of such ones, not making them his close associates.—Read 2 Timothy 2:20-22.



^ ***sjj song 87 Come! Be Refreshed***
SONG 87
Come! Be Refreshed
(Hebrews 10:24, 25)
1. We live in a world that is wayward and lost;
The way of our God is not known.
We need sure direction to safeguard our steps;
We cannot succeed on our own.
Our meetings refresh us and brighten our hope;
They help us build faith in our God.
They move us with words that incite to fine deeds,
They give us the strength to go on.
We’ll never forsake what Jehovah commands;
His will is what we want to do.
Our meetings instruct us in ways that are right;
Our love for the truth they renew.
2. Jehovah is keenly aware of our needs;
His counsel by us should be heard.
To buy out the time for occasions to meet
Shows wisdom and trust in his Word.
By wholesome instruction from God-fearing men,
We learn how our faith can be shown.
With loving support from our fam’ly of faith,
We know that we’re never alone.
So as we look forward to much better times,
We’ll meet with the ones whom we love.
And here at these meetings we’ll learn how to live
With wisdom that comes from above.
(See also Ps. 37:18; 140:1; Prov. 18:1; Eph. 5:16; Jas. 3:17.)



^ ***kr pp. 64-67 People Who Preach—Ministers Offer Themselves Willingly***
“The Faithful Will Be Volunteers”
16 In the 1920’s and 1930’s, some resisted the idea that all anointed Christians should share in the ministry. The November 1, 1927, Watch Tower explained what was happening: “There are those today in the church [congregation] occupying the responsible position of elder . . . who refuse to encourage their brethren to have part in the service, and who refuse to participate in the service themselves. . . . They scoff at the suggestion of going from door to door to carry the message of God, his King and his kingdom, to the people.” The article pointedly said: “The time has come for the faithful to mark such and to avoid them, and to say to them that no longer will we entrust such men with the office of eldership.”
17 Happily, most in the congregations responded enthusiastically to the direction from headquarters. They counted it a privilege to share the Kingdom message. The Watch Tower of March 15, 1926, put it this way: “The faithful will be volunteers . . . to tell this message to the people.” Such faithful ones lived up to the prophetic words found at Psalm 110:3 and proved themselves to be willing supporters of the Messianic King.
18 Over the past 100 years, millions have offered themselves willingly to carry out the work of Kingdom proclamation. In the next few chapters, we will discuss how they have preached—the methods and the tools they have used—and what the results have been. First, though, let us discuss why millions have shared in this Kingdom-preaching work voluntarily, despite living in a me-first world. As we consider why, we do well to ask ourselves, ‘Why do I share the good news with others?’
“Keep . . . Seeking First the Kingdom”
19 Jesus counseled his followers to “keep . . . seeking first the Kingdom.” (Matt. 6:33) Why do we heed that counsel? Basically, because we recognize the importance of the Kingdom, that it is central to God’s purpose. As we saw in the preceding chapter, the holy spirit has gradually revealed thrilling truths about the Kingdom. When precious Kingdom truth touches our heart, we feel impelled to seek first that Kingdom.
20 Jesus knew how his followers would respond to the counsel to keep seeking first the Kingdom. Consider his illustration of the hidden treasure. (Read Matthew 13:44.) In the course of his daily work, the field laborer in the illustration happens to find a hidden treasure and immediately recognizes its value. What does he do? “Because of his joy, he goes and sells everything he has and buys that field.” What is the lesson for us? When we find Kingdom truth and recognize its value, we will joyfully make whatever sacrifices are needed so that we may keep Kingdom interests where they belong—first in our life.
21 Loyal Kingdom supporters show by deeds, not mere words, that they are seeking first the Kingdom. They devote their lives, their abilities, and their resources to the Kingdom-preaching work. Many have made great sacrifices in order to pursue the full-time ministry. All such willing preachers have seen firsthand that Jehovah blesses those who put the Kingdom first. Consider an example from the early days.
22 Avery and Lovenia Bristow served together as colporteurs (pioneers) in the southern United States starting in the late 1920’s. Years later, Lovenia recalled: “Avery and I have had many happy years together in the pioneer work since then. There have been many times when we did not know where the money for gasoline or groceries would come from. But one way or another, Jehovah always provided. We just kept on keeping on. We always had what we actually needed.” Lovenia remembered one occasion when they were serving in Pensacola, Florida, and were low on money and groceries. They came home to their trailer and found two large bags of groceries along with a note that read, “With love from the Pensacola Company.” Reflecting on her decades in the full-time ministry, Lovenia said: “Jehovah never forsakes us. He never betrays the trust we put in him.”
23 We cannot all do the same amount of preaching. Our circumstances vary. However, all of us can count it a privilege to declare the good news whole-souled. (Col. 3:23) Because we prize the precious Kingdom truth we have found, we are willing—yes, eager—to make whatever sacrifices we can in order to serve to the fullest extent possible. Is that not your determination?
24 Over the past century, the King has indeed been fulfilling his prophetic words recorded at Matthew 24:14. And he has done so without using coercion. After coming out of this self-centered world, his followers have willingly offered themselves to preach. Their earth-wide preaching of the good news is part of the sign of Jesus’ presence in Kingdom power—and one of the Kingdom’s greatest accomplishments in the last days.



^ ***kr chap. 6 People Who Preach—Ministers Offer Themselves Willingly***
How Real Is the Kingdom to You?
▪ Why was Jesus confident that he would have willing supporters in the last days?
▪ How has the faithful and discreet slave emphasized the responsibility of all to have a personal share in preaching?
▪ How do you feel about the Kingdom truth you have found, and how can you show that you are seeking first the Kingdom?



^ ***sjj song 21 Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom***
SONG 21
Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom
(Matthew 6:33)
1. Something precious to Jehovah,
Bringing him such keen delight,
Is his Kingdom by Christ Jesus,
Which will set all matters right.
(CHORUS)
Keep on seeking first the Kingdom
And Jehovah’s righteousness.
Sing his praise among the nations,
Serving him in faithfulness.
2. Why be anxious for tomorrow,
‘Will we hunger, will we thirst?’
For our God will make provision
If we seek his Kingdom first.
(CHORUS)
Keep on seeking first the Kingdom
And Jehovah’s righteousness.
Sing his praise among the nations,
Serving him in faithfulness.
3. So declare the Kingdom good news;
Help deserving ones to see
That their hope is in Jehovah
And in his Theocracy.
(CHORUS)
Keep on seeking first the Kingdom
And Jehovah’s righteousness.
Sing his praise among the nations,
Serving him in faithfulness.
(See also Ps. 27:14; Matt. 6:34; 10:11, 13; 1 Pet. 1:21.)









^ (Isa. 29:1-33:24) “Woe to Arʹi·el,* Arʹi·el, the city where David encamped! Continue year after year; Let the cycle of festivals continue.  2 But I will bring distress on Arʹi·el, And there will be mourning and lamentation, And she will become to me like an altar hearth of God.  3 I will encamp on all sides against you, And I will besiege you with a palisade And raise up siegeworks against you.  4 You will be brought low; From the ground you will speak, And what you say will be muffled by dust. Your voice will come from the ground Like the voice of a spirit medium, And your words will chirp from the dust.  5 The crowd of your enemies* will be like fine powder, The crowd of the tyrants just like the blowing chaff. And it will happen in an instant, suddenly.  6 Jehovah of armies will give you his attention With thunder and earthquake and a great noise, With storm wind and tempest and the flames of a consuming fire.”  7 Then the crowd of all the nations waging war against Arʹi·el —All those waging war against her, The siege towers against her, And those bringing distress on her— Will become like a dream, a vision of the night.  8 Yes, it will be just as when someone hungry dreams that he is eating, But he wakes up hungry,* And as when someone thirsty dreams that he is drinking, But he wakes up tired and thirsty.* So it will happen with the crowd of all the nations That wage war against Mount Zion.  9 Be stunned and amazed; Blind yourselves and be blinded. They are drunk, but not with wine; They are staggering, but not from alcohol. 10 For Jehovah has poured a spirit of deep sleep on you; He has closed your eyes, the prophets, And he has covered your heads, the visionaries. 11 Every vision becomes for you like the words of a sealed book. When they give it to someone who can read, saying: “Read this out loud, please,” he will say: “I cannot, for it is sealed up.” 12 And when they give the book to someone who cannot read, saying: “Read this, please,” he will say: “I cannot read at all.” 13 Jehovah says: “This people approaches me with their mouth And they honor me with their lips, But their heart is far removed from me; And their fear of me is based on commands of men that they have been taught. 14 Therefore, I am the One who will again do wonderful things with this people, With wonder upon wonder; And the wisdom of their wise men will perish, And the understanding of their discreet men will be hidden.” 15 Woe to those who go to great lengths to conceal their plans* from Jehovah. Their deeds are done in a dark place, While they say: “Who sees us? Who knows about us?” 16 How you twist things!* Should the potter be regarded the same as the clay? Should what is made say about its maker: “He did not make me”? And does what is formed say about its former: “He shows no understanding”? 17 In just a short time, Lebʹa·non will be turned into an orchard, And the orchard will be regarded as a forest. 18 In that day the deaf will hear the words of the book, And out of the gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind will see. 19 The meek will rejoice greatly in Jehovah, And the poor among men will be joyful in the Holy One of Israel. 20 For the tyrant will be no more, The boaster will come to his finish, And all those keeping alert to do harm will be destroyed, 21 Those who with a false word make others guilty, Who lay traps for the defender* in the city gate, And who with empty arguments deny justice to the righteous one. 22 So this is what Jehovah, who redeemed Abraham, says to the house of Jacob: “Jacob will no longer be ashamed, And no more will his face grow pale.* 23 For when he sees his children, Who are the work of my hands, in his midst, They will sanctify my name; Yes, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, And they will stand in awe of the God of Israel. 24 Those who are wayward in spirit will acquire understanding, And those who complain will accept instruction.” 
30 “Woe to the stubborn sons,” declares Jehovah, “Who carry out plans that are not mine, Who make alliances,* but not by my spirit, In order to add sin to sin.  2 They go down to Egypt without consulting me,* To take shelter under Pharʹaoh’s protection* And to take refuge in the shadow of Egypt!  3 But the protection of Pharʹaoh will become for you a reason for shame, And refuge in Egypt’s shadow a cause for humiliation.  4 For his princes are in Zoʹan, And his envoys have reached Haʹnes.  5 They will all be put to shame By a people who can bring no benefit to them, Who offer no help and no benefit, Only shame and disgrace.” 6 A pronouncement against the beasts of the south: Through the land of distress and hardship, Of the lion, the roaring lion, Of the viper and the flying fiery snake,* They carry their wealth on the backs of donkeys And their supplies on the humps of camels. But these things will not benefit the people.  7 For Egypt’s help is completely useless. So I have called this one: “Raʹhab, who sits still.”  8 “Now go, write it on a tablet in their presence, And inscribe it in a book, So that it may serve for a future day As a permanent witness.  9 For they are a rebellious people, deceitful sons, Sons who are unwilling to hear the law* of Jehovah. 10 They say to the seers, ‘Do not see,’ And to the visionaries, ‘Do not tell us truthful visions. Tell us flattering* things; envision deceptive illusions. 11 Turn aside from the way; deviate from the path. Quit putting before us the Holy One of Israel.’” 12 Therefore this is what the Holy One of Israel says: “Since you reject this word And you trust in fraud and deceit And you rely on these, 13 So this error will be for you like a broken wall, Like a bulging high wall ready to fall. It will crash suddenly, in an instant. 14 It will be broken like a large potter’s jar, So completely smashed that no fragment among its pieces will be left To rake the fire from the fireplace Or to scoop water from a puddle.”* 15 For this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, the Holy One of Israel, says: “By returning to me and resting, you will be saved; Your strength will be in keeping calm and showing trust.” But you were unwilling. 16 Instead, you said: “No, we will flee on horses!” So flee you will. “And on swift horses we will ride!” So those pursuing you will be swift. 17 A thousand will tremble at the threat of one; At the threat of five you will flee Until what is left of you is like a mast on the top of a mountain, Like a signal pole on a hill. 18 But Jehovah is waiting patiently* to show you favor, And he will rise up to show you mercy. For Jehovah is a God of justice. Happy are all those keeping in expectation of* him. 19 When the people dwell in Zion, in Jerusalem, you will by no means weep. He will surely show you favor at the sound of your cry for help; he will answer you as soon as he hears it. 20 Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left. 22 And you will defile the silver overlay of your graven images and the golden plating of your metal statues.* You will cast them away like a menstrual cloth and say to them, “Be gone!”* 23 And he will give the rain for the seed you sow in the ground, and the bread that the ground produces will be abundant and rich.* In that day your livestock will graze in spacious pastures. 24 And the cattle and the donkeys that work the ground will eat fodder seasoned with sorrel, which was winnowed with the shovel and the pitchfork. 25 And on every tall mountain and on every high hill will be streams and watercourses, in the day of the great slaughter when the towers fall. 26 And the light of the full moon will become like the light of the sun; and the light of the sun will become seven times stronger, like the light of seven days, in the day that Jehovah binds up the breakdown* of his people and heals the severe wound from the blow he inflicted. 27 Look! The name of Jehovah is coming from far away, Burning with his anger and with heavy clouds. His lips are full of indignation, And his tongue is like a consuming fire. 28 His spirit* is like a flooding torrent that reaches clear to the neck, To shake the nations in a sieve of destruction;* And the peoples will have a bridle in their jaws that leads them astray. 29 But your song will be like the one sung in the night When you prepare* for a festival, And your heart will rejoice like one Who walks with* a flute On his way to the mountain of Jehovah, to the Rock of Israel. 30 Jehovah will make his majestic voice heard And reveal his arm as it descends in the heat of anger, With the flame of a consuming fire, A cloudburst and a thunderstorm and hailstones. 31 For because of the voice of Jehovah, As·syrʹi·a will be struck with terror; He will strike it with a rod. 32 And every swing of his rod of punishment That Jehovah will bring down on As·syrʹi·a Will be accompanied by tambourines and harps As he brandishes his arm against them in battle. 33 For his Toʹpheth* is already prepared; It is also made ready for the king. He has made the woodpile deep and wide, With an abundance of fire and wood. The breath of Jehovah, like a torrent of sulfur, Will set fire to it. 
31 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for assistance, Who rely on horses, Who trust in war chariots because they are numerous, And in warhorses* because they are mighty. But they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, And they do not search for Jehovah.  2 But he is also wise and will bring calamity, And he will not take back his words. He will rise up against the house of evildoers And against those who help wrongdoers.  3 The Egyptians, though, are mere men and not God; Their horses are flesh and not spirit. When Jehovah stretches out his hand, Whoever offers help will stumble And whoever is helped will fall; They will all perish at the same time.  4 For this is what Jehovah has said to me: “Just as the lion growls, a strong young lion,* over its prey, When a whole group of shepherds is called together against it, And it is not terrified by their voice Or daunted by their commotion, So will Jehovah of armies come down to wage war Over Mount Zion and over her hill.  5 Like swooping birds, so Jehovah of armies will defend Jerusalem. He will defend her and save her. He will spare her and rescue her.” 6 “Return to the One against whom you have blatantly revolted, O people of Israel. 7 For in that day each one will reject his worthless gods of silver and his valueless gods of gold, which your own hands sinfully made.  8 And the As·syrʹi·an will fall by the sword, not of a man; And a sword, not of a human, will devour him. He will flee because of the sword, And his young men will be put to forced labor.  9 His crag will pass away because of sheer fright, And his princes will be terrified because of the signal pole,” declares Jehovah, Whose light* is in Zion and whose furnace is in Jerusalem. 
32 Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.  2 And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.  3 Then the eyes of those seeing will no longer be pasted shut, And the ears of those hearing will pay attention.  4 The heart of those who are impetuous will ponder over knowledge, And the stammering tongue will speak fluently and clearly.  5 The senseless one will no longer be called generous, And the unprincipled man will not be called noble;  6 For the senseless one will speak nonsense, And his heart will devise harmful things, To promote apostasy* and to speak what is wayward against Jehovah, To cause the hungry one* to go unfed And to deprive the thirsty one of something to drink.  7 The devices of the unprincipled man are bad; He promotes shameful conduct To ruin the afflicted one with lies, Even when the poor speaks what is right.  8 But the generous one has generous intentions, And in generous* endeavors he perseveres.  9 “You complacent women, get up and listen to my voice! You carefree daughters, pay attention to what I say! 10 In a little over a year, you who are carefree will shudder, Because no fruit will have been gathered when the grape harvest ends. 11 Tremble, you complacent women! Shudder, you who are carefree! Strip yourselves bare, And put sackcloth around your hips. 12 Beat your breasts in lamentation Over the desirable fields and the fruitful vine. 13 For the ground of my people will be covered with thorns and briars; They will cover all the houses of rejoicing, Yes, the city of exultation. 14 For the fortified tower has been forsaken; The noisy city has been abandoned. Oʹphel and the watchtower have become a permanent wasteland, A delight for wild donkeys, A pasture for the flocks, 15 Until the spirit is poured out on us from above, And the wilderness becomes an orchard, And the orchard is regarded as a forest. 16 Then justice will reside in the wilderness, And righteousness will dwell in the orchard. 17 The result of true righteousness will be peace, And the fruitage of true righteousness will be lasting tranquillity and security. 18 My people will dwell in a peaceful abiding place, In secure dwellings and in tranquil resting-places. 19 But the hail will flatten the forest, And the city will be completely leveled. 20 Happy are you who sow seed alongside all waters, Who send out* the bull and the donkey.” 
33 Woe to you, you destroyer who has not been destroyed; You betrayer who has not been betrayed! When you finish destroying, you will be destroyed. When you finish betraying, you will be betrayed.  2 O Jehovah, show us favor. Our hope is in you. Become our arm* every morning, Yes, our salvation in the time of distress.  3 At the sound of turmoil peoples flee. When you rise up, nations scatter.  4 As the voracious locusts gather, so your spoil will be gathered; People will rush on it like swarms of locusts.  5 Jehovah will be exalted, For he resides in the heights above. He will fill Zion with justice and righteousness.  6 He is the stability of your times; An abundance of salvation, wisdom, knowledge, and the fear of Jehovah —This is his treasure.  7 Look! Their heroes cry out in the street; The messengers of peace weep bitterly.  8 The highways are deserted; There is no one traveling on the pathways. He* has broken the covenant; He has rejected the cities; He shows no regard for mortal man.  9 The land mourns* and withers away. Lebʹa·non is ashamed; it has decayed. Sharʹon has become like the desert, And Baʹshan and Carʹmel shake off their leaves. 10 “Now I will rise up,” says Jehovah, “Now I will exalt myself; Now I will magnify myself. 11 You conceive dried grass and give birth to stubble. Your own spirit will consume you like a fire. 12 And peoples will become as the burnings of lime. As thorns cut down, they will be set ablaze with fire. 13 You who are far away, listen to what I will do! And you who are nearby, acknowledge my might! 14 The sinners in Zion are in dread; Trembling has seized the apostates: ‘Who of us can live where there is a consuming fire? Who of us can live with unquenchable flames?’ 15 The one who walks in continual righteousness, Who speaks what is upright, Who rejects dishonest, fraudulent gain, Whose hands refuse a bribe rather than grabbing it, Who closes his ear to talk of bloodshed, And who shuts his eyes to avoid seeing what is bad 16 —He will reside in the heights; His secure refuge* will be in rocky strongholds, His bread will be provided, And his water supply will never fail.” 17 Your eyes will behold a king in his splendor; They will see a land far away. 18 In your heart you will recall* the terror: “Where is the secretary? Where is the one who weighed out the tribute? Where is the one who counted the towers?” 19 You will no more see the insolent people, A people whose language is too obscure* to comprehend, Whose stammering tongue you cannot understand. 20 Behold Zion, the city of our festivals! Your eyes will see Jerusalem as a tranquil dwelling place, A tent that will not be moved. Never will its tent pins be pulled out, And none of its ropes will be torn apart. 21 But there the Majestic One, Jehovah, Will be for us a region of rivers, of wide canals, Where no galley fleet will go And no majestic ships will pass by. 22 For Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our Lawgiver, Jehovah is our King; He is the One who will save us. 23 Your ropes will hang loose; They cannot hold up the mast nor spread the sail. At that time an abundance of spoil will be divided up; Even the lame will take much plunder. 24 And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Possibly meaning “The Altar Hearth of God,” apparently referring to Jerusalem.
Lit., “strangers.”
Or “and his soul is empty.”
Or “and his soul is parched.”
Or “counsel.”
Or “How perverse of you!”
Lit., “the one reproving.”
That is, from shame and disappointment.
Lit., “pour out a libation,” evidently referring to making an agreement.
Or “without inquiring of my mouth.”
Lit., “in the stronghold of Pharaoh.”
Or “the darting poisonous snake.”
Or “instruction.”
Lit., “smooth.”
Or possibly, “a cistern.”
Or “keeping in expectation.”
Or “eagerly waiting for.”
Or “molten statues.”
Or possibly, “and call them filth.”
Lit., “fat and well-oiled.”
Or “fracture.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “a sieve of worthlessness.”
Or “sanctify yourself.”
Or “to the sound of.”
“Topheth” is here used as a figurative place of burning, representing destruction.
Or “in horsemen.”
Or “a maned young lion.”
Or “fire.”
Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”
Or “act in an irreverent way.”
Or “the soul of the hungry one.”
Or “noble.”
Or “let loose.”
Or “strength.”
Referring to the enemy.
Or possibly, “dries up.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “meditate on.”
Lit., “deep.”
Or “inhabitant.”








^ (Isa. 34:1-37:38) Come close to hear, you nations, And pay attention, you peoples. Let the earth and that which fills it listen, The land and all its produce.  2 For Jehovah’s indignation is against all the nations, And his wrath is against all their army. He will devote them to destruction; He will give them to the slaughter.  3 Their slain will be thrown out, And the stench of their carcasses will ascend; The mountains will melt because of* their blood.  4 All the army of the heavens will rot away, And the heavens will be rolled up like a scroll. All their army will wither away, As a withered leaf falls from the vine And a shriveled fig from the fig tree.  5 “For in the heavens my sword will be drenched. It will descend on Eʹdom in judgment, On the people whom I devoted to destruction.  6 Jehovah has a sword; it will be covered with blood. It will be covered with the fat, With the blood of young rams and goats, With the kidney fat of rams. For Jehovah has a sacrifice in Bozʹrah, A great slaughter in the land of Eʹdom.  7 The wild bulls will go down with them, The young bulls with the powerful ones. Their land will be drenched in blood, And their dust will be soaked with fat.”  8 For Jehovah has a day of vengeance, A year of retribution for the legal case over Zion.  9 Her* streams will be changed into pitch, And her dust into sulfur, And her land will become like burning pitch. 10 By night or by day it will not be extinguished; Its smoke will keep ascending forever. From generation to generation she will remain devastated; No one will pass through her forever and ever. 11 The pelican and the porcupine will possess her, And long-eared owls and ravens will reside in her. He will stretch out over her the measuring line of emptiness And the plumb line* of desolation. 12 None of her nobles will be called to the kingship, And all her princes will come to nothing. 13 Thorns will grow in her fortified towers, Nettles and thorny weeds in her fortresses. She will become a lair of jackals, An enclosure for ostriches. 14 Desert creatures will meet up with howling animals, And the wild goat* will call to its companion. Yes, there the nightjar will settle and find a place of rest. 15 There the arrow snake will make its nest and lay eggs, And it will hatch them and gather them in its shadow. Yes, there the kites will gather, each one with her mate. 16 Search in the book of Jehovah and read it out loud: Not one of them will be missing; None of them will be lacking a mate, For it is the mouth of Jehovah that has given the order, And it is his spirit that has gathered them together. 17 He is the One who has cast the lot for them, And his own hand has measured out their assigned place.* They will possess it for all time; They will reside in it throughout all generations. 
35 The wilderness and the parched land will exult, And the desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron.*  2 Without fail it will blossom; It will rejoice and shout for joy. The glory of Lebʹa·non will be given to it, The splendor of Carʹmel and of Sharʹon. They will see the glory of Jehovah, the splendor of our God.  3 Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”  5 At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.  7 The heat-parched ground will become a reedy pool, And the thirsty ground springs of water. In the lairs where jackals rested, There will be green grass and reeds and papyrus.  8 And a highway will be there, Yes, a way called the Way of Holiness. The unclean one will not travel on it. It is reserved for the one walking on the way; No one foolish will stray onto it.  9 No lion will be there, And no vicious wild beasts will come on it. They will not be found there; Only the repurchased ones will walk there. 10 Those redeemed by Jehovah will return and come to Zion with a joyful cry. Unending joy will crown their heads. Exultation and rejoicing will be theirs, And grief and sighing will flee away. 
36 In the 14th year of King Hez·e·kiʹah, Sen·nachʹer·ib the king of As·syrʹi·a came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 2 The king of As·syrʹi·a then sent the Rabʹsha·keh* with a vast army from Laʹchish to King Hez·e·kiʹah in Jerusalem. They took up a position by the conduit of the upper pool, which is at the highway of the laundryman’s field. 3 Then E·liʹa·kim son of Hil·kiʹah, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and Joʹah son of Aʹsaph the recorder came out to him. 4 So the Rabʹsha·keh said to them: “Please, say to Hez·e·kiʹah, ‘This is what the great king, the king of As·syrʹi·a, says: “What is the basis for your confidence? 5 You are saying, ‘I have a strategy and the power to wage war,’ but these are empty words. In whom have you put trust, so that you dare to rebel against me? 6 Look! You trust in the support of this crushed reed, Egypt, which if a man should lean on it would enter into his palm and pierce it. That is the way Pharʹaoh king of Egypt is to all those who trust in him. 7 And if you should say to me, ‘We trust in Jehovah our God,’ is he not the one whose high places and altars Hez·e·kiʹah has removed, while he says to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You should bow down before this altar’?”’ 8 So now make this wager, please, with my lord the king of As·syrʹi·a: I will give you 2,000 horses if you are able to find enough riders for them. 9 How, then, could you drive back even one governor who is the least of my lord’s servants, while you put your trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10 Now is it without authorization from Jehovah that I have come up against this land to destroy it? Jehovah himself said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’” 11 At this E·liʹa·kim and Shebʹna and Joʹah said to the Rabʹsha·keh: “Speak to your servants, please, in the Ar·a·maʹic* language, for we can understand it; do not speak to us in the language of the Jews in the hearing of the people on the wall.” 12 But the Rabʹsha·keh said: “Is it just to your lord and to you that my lord sent me to speak these words? Is it not also to the men who sit on the wall, those who will eat their own excrement and drink their own urine along with you?” 13 Then the Rabʹsha·keh stood and called out loudly in the language of the Jews, saying: “Hear the word of the great king, the king of As·syrʹi·a. 14 This is what the king says, ‘Do not let Hez·e·kiʹah deceive you, for he is not able to rescue you. 15 And do not let Hez·e·kiʹah cause you to trust in Jehovah by saying: “Jehovah will surely rescue us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a.” 16 Do not listen to Hez·e·kiʹah, for this is what the king of As·syrʹi·a says: “Make peace with me and surrender,* and each of you will eat from his own vine and from his own fig tree and will drink the water of his own cistern, 17 until I come and take you to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18 Do not let Hez·e·kiʹah mislead you by saying, ‘Jehovah will rescue us.’ Have any of the gods of the nations rescued their land out of the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a? 19 Where are the gods of Haʹmath and Arʹpad? Where are the gods of Seph·ar·vaʹim? And have they rescued Sa·marʹi·a out of my hand? 20 Who among all the gods of these lands have rescued their land out of my hand, so that Jehovah should rescue Jerusalem out of my hand?”’” 21 But they kept silent and did not say a word to him in reply, for the order of the king was, “You must not answer him.” 22 But E·liʹa·kim son of Hil·kiʹah, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and Joʹah son of Aʹsaph the recorder came to Hez·e·kiʹah with their garments ripped apart and told him the words of the Rabʹsha·keh. 
37 As soon as King Hez·e·kiʹah heard this, he ripped his garments apart and covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of Jehovah. 2 Then he sent E·liʹa·kim, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah, the son of Aʹmoz. 3 They said to him: “This is what Hez·e·kiʹah says, ‘This day is a day of distress, of rebuke,* and of disgrace; for the children are ready to be born,* but there is no strength to give birth. 4 Perhaps Jehovah your God will hear the words of the Rabʹsha·keh, whom the king of As·syrʹi·a his lord sent to taunt the living God, and he will call him to account for the words that Jehovah your God has heard. So offer up a prayer in behalf of the remnant who have survived.’” 5 So the servants of King Hez·e·kiʹah went in to Isaiah, 6 and Isaiah said to them: “This is what you should say to your lord, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Do not be afraid because of the words that you heard, the words with which the attendants of the king of As·syrʹi·a blasphemed me. 7 Here I am putting a thought in his mind,* and he will hear a report and return to his own land; and I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.”’” 8 After the Rabʹsha·keh heard that the king of As·syrʹi·a had pulled away from Laʹchish, he returned to him and found him fighting against Libʹnah. 9 Now the king heard it said about King Tir·haʹkah of E·thi·oʹpi·a: “He has come out to fight against you.” When he heard this, he sent messengers again to Hez·e·kiʹah, saying: 10 “This is what you should say to King Hez·e·kiʹah of Judah, ‘Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you by saying: “Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a.” 11 Look! You have heard what the kings of As·syrʹi·a did to all the lands by devoting them to destruction. Will you alone be rescued? 12 Did the gods of the nations that my forefathers destroyed rescue them? Where are Goʹzan, Haʹran, Reʹzeph, and the people of Eʹden who were in Tel-asʹsar? 13 Where is the king of Haʹmath, the king of Arʹpad, and the king of the cities of Seph·ar·vaʹim, and of Heʹna, and of Ivʹvah?’” 14 Hez·e·kiʹah took the letters out of the hand of the messengers and read them. Hez·e·kiʹah then went up to the house of Jehovah and spread them* out before Jehovah. 15 And Hez·e·kiʹah began to pray to Jehovah and say: 16 “O Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, sitting enthroned above* the cherubs, you alone are the true God of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth. 17 Incline your ear, O Jehovah, and hear! Open your eyes, O Jehovah, and see! Hear all the words that Sen·nachʹer·ib has sent to taunt the living God. 18 It is a fact, O Jehovah, that the kings of As·syrʹi·a have devastated all the lands, as well as their own land. 19 And they have thrown their gods into the fire, because they were not gods but the work of human hands, wood and stone. That is why they could destroy them. 20 But now, O Jehovah our God, save us out of his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are God, O Jehovah.” 21 Isaiah son of Aʹmoz then sent this message to Hez·e·kiʹah: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Because you prayed to me concerning King Sen·nachʹer·ib of As·syrʹi·a, 22 this is the word that Jehovah has spoken against him: “The virgin daughter of Zion despises you, she scoffs at you. The daughter of Jerusalem shakes her head at you. 23 Whom have you taunted and blasphemed? Against whom have you raised your voice And lifted your arrogant eyes? It is against the Holy One of Israel! 24 Through your servants you have taunted Jehovah and said, ‘With the multitude of my war chariots I will ascend the heights of mountains, The remotest parts of Lebʹa·non. I will cut down its lofty cedars, its choice juniper trees. I will enter its highest retreats, its densest forests. 25 I will dig wells and drink waters; I will dry up the streams* of Egypt with the soles of my feet.’ 26 Have you not heard? From long ago it was determined.* From days gone by I have prepared* it. Now I will bring it about. You will turn fortified cities into desolate piles of ruins. 27 Their inhabitants will be helpless; They will be terrified and put to shame. They will become as vegetation of the field and green grass, As grass of the roofs that is scorched by the east wind. 28 But I well know when you sit, when you go out, when you come in, And when you are enraged against me, 29 Because your rage against me and your roaring have reached my ears. So I will put my hook in your nose and my bridle between your lips, And I will lead you back the way you came.” 30 “‘And this will be the sign for you:* This year you will eat what grows on its own;* and in the second year, you will eat grain that sprouts from that; but in the third year you will sow seed and reap, and you will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 31 Those of the house of Judah who escape, those who are left, will take root downward and produce fruit upward. 32 For a remnant will go out of Jerusalem and survivors from Mount Zion. The zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this. 33 “‘Therefore this is what Jehovah says about the king of As·syrʹi·a: “He will not come into this city Or shoot an arrow there Or confront it with a shield Or cast up a siege rampart against it.”’ 34 ‘By the way he came he will return; He will not come into this city,’ declares Jehovah. 35 ‘I will defend this city and save it for my own sake And for the sake of my servant David.’” 36 And the angel of Jehovah went out and struck down 185,000 men in the camp of the As·syrʹi·ans. When people rose up early in the morning, they saw all the dead bodies. 37 So King Sen·nachʹer·ib of As·syrʹi·a departed and returned to Ninʹe·veh and stayed there. 38 And as he was bowing down at the house* of his god Nisʹroch, his own sons A·dramʹme·lech and Shar·eʹzer struck him down with the sword and then escaped to the land of Arʹa·rat. And his son Eʹsar-hadʹdon became king in his place.

Or “will flow with.”
Evidently referring to Bozrah, the capital of Edom.
Lit., “the stones.”
Or possibly, “the goatlike demon.”
Lit., “divided it for them with a measuring line.”
Or “crocus.”
Or “the chief cupbearer.”
Or “palace.”
Or “Syrian.”
Lit., “Make with me a blessing and come out to me.”
Or “palace.”
Or “palace.”
Or “insult.”
Lit., “have come to the opening of the womb.”
Lit., “a spirit in him.”
Lit., “it.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “the Nile canals.”
Lit., “done.”
Or “formed.”
That is, Hezekiah.
Or “the growth from spilled kernels of grain.”
Or “temple.”


^ (Isa. 36:1-12) In the 14th year of King Hez·e·kiʹah, Sen·nachʹer·ib the king of As·syrʹi·a came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 2 The king of As·syrʹi·a then sent the Rabʹsha·keh* with a vast army from Laʹchish to King Hez·e·kiʹah in Jerusalem. They took up a position by the conduit of the upper pool, which is at the highway of the laundryman’s field. 3 Then E·liʹa·kim son of Hil·kiʹah, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and Joʹah son of Aʹsaph the recorder came out to him. 4 So the Rabʹsha·keh said to them: “Please, say to Hez·e·kiʹah, ‘This is what the great king, the king of As·syrʹi·a, says: “What is the basis for your confidence? 5 You are saying, ‘I have a strategy and the power to wage war,’ but these are empty words. In whom have you put trust, so that you dare to rebel against me? 6 Look! You trust in the support of this crushed reed, Egypt, which if a man should lean on it would enter into his palm and pierce it. That is the way Pharʹaoh king of Egypt is to all those who trust in him. 7 And if you should say to me, ‘We trust in Jehovah our God,’ is he not the one whose high places and altars Hez·e·kiʹah has removed, while he says to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You should bow down before this altar’?”’ 8 So now make this wager, please, with my lord the king of As·syrʹi·a: I will give you 2,000 horses if you are able to find enough riders for them. 9 How, then, could you drive back even one governor who is the least of my lord’s servants, while you put your trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10 Now is it without authorization from Jehovah that I have come up against this land to destroy it? Jehovah himself said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’” 11 At this E·liʹa·kim and Shebʹna and Joʹah said to the Rabʹsha·keh: “Speak to your servants, please, in the Ar·a·maʹic* language, for we can understand it; do not speak to us in the language of the Jews in the hearing of the people on the wall.” 12 But the Rabʹsha·keh said: “Is it just to your lord and to you that my lord sent me to speak these words? Is it not also to the men who sit on the wall, those who will eat their own excrement and drink their own urine along with you?”

Or “the chief cupbearer.”
Or “palace.”
Or “Syrian.”





^ ***sjj song 63 We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses!***
SONG 63
We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses!
(Isaiah 43:10-12)
1. Men make gods of wood and stone,
But the true God they’ve not known.
He is God Almighty,
As he’s often shown.
Other gods just cannot see
What in future days will be.
For witnesses they look all in vain,
Since none their godship can maintain.
(CHORUS)
We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.
We speak out in fearlessness.
Ours is the God of true prophecy;
What he foretells comes to be.
2. Proudly we declare God’s name,
Bearing witness to his fame.
News about his Kingdom,
Boldly we proclaim.
We help others come to see
How the truth can set them free.
As they grow strong, their voices they’ll raise,
Singing to God this song of praise.
(CHORUS)
We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.
We speak out in fearlessness.
Ours is the God of true prophecy;
What he foretells comes to be.
3. Witnessing exalts God’s name,
Lifts therefrom reproach and shame.
And it warns the wicked,
Who God’s name defame.
Pardon it holds out to men,
If they turn to God again.
Whole-souled devotion brings joy and peace;
Promise of life that will not cease.
(CHORUS)
We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.
We speak out in fearlessness.
Ours is the God of true prophecy;
What he foretells comes to be.
(See also Isa. 37:19; 55:11; Ezek. 3:19.)



^ ***ip-1 pp. 386-389 A King’s Faith Is Rewarded***
Rabshakeh Presents His Case
7 Sennacherib dispatches Rabshakeh (a military title, not a personal name) along with two other dignitaries to Jerusalem to demand the city’s surrender. (2 Kings 18:17) These are met outside the city wall by three of Hezekiah’s representatives, Eliakim the overseer of Hezekiah’s household, Shebna the secretary, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder.—Isaiah 36:2, 3.
8 Rabshakeh’s aim is simple—convince Jerusalem to surrender without a fight. Speaking in Hebrew, he first cries out: “What is this confidence in which you have trusted? . . . In whom have you put trust, that you have rebelled against me?” (Isaiah 36:4, 5) Then Rabshakeh taunts the frightened Jews, reminding them that they are completely isolated. To whom can they turn for support? To that “crushed reed,” Egypt? (Isaiah 36:6) At this time, Egypt does resemble a crushed reed; in fact, that former world power has been temporarily conquered by Ethiopia, and Egypt’s present Pharaoh, King Tirhakah, is not an Egyptian but an Ethiopian. And he is about to be defeated by Assyria. (2 Kings 19:8, 9) Since Egypt cannot save itself, it will be of little help to Judah.
9 Rabshakeh now argues that Jehovah will not fight for His people because He is displeased with them. Rabshakeh says: “In case you should say to me, ‘It is Jehovah our God in whom we have trusted,’ is he not the one whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah has removed?” (Isaiah 36:7) Of course, far from rejecting Jehovah by tearing down the high places and the altars in the land, the Jews have actually returned to Jehovah.
10 Next Rabshakeh reminds the Jews that militarily they are hopelessly outclassed. He issues this arrogant challenge: “Let me give you two thousand horses to see whether you are able, on your part, to put riders upon them.” (Isaiah 36:8) In reality, though, does it matter whether Judah’s trained cavalry are many or few? No, for Judah’s salvation does not depend upon superior military strength. Proverbs 21:31 explains matters this way: “The horse is something prepared for the day of battle, but salvation belongs to Jehovah.” Then Rabshakeh claims that Jehovah’s blessing is with the Assyrians, not the Jews. Otherwise, he argues, the Assyrians could never have penetrated so far into Judah’s territory.—Isaiah 36:9, 10.
11 Hezekiah’s representatives are concerned about the effect that Rabshakeh’s arguments will have on the men who can hear him from the top of the city wall. These Jewish officials request: “Speak, please, to your servants in the Syrian language, for we are listening; and do not speak to us in the Jews’ language in the ears of the people that are on the wall.” (Isaiah 36:11) But Rabshakeh has no intention of speaking in the Syrian language. He wants to sow seeds of doubt and fear in the Jews so that they will surrender and Jerusalem can be conquered without a fight! (Isaiah 36:12) Hence the Assyrian speaks again in “the Jews’ language.” He warns the inhabitants of Jerusalem: “Do not let Hezekiah deceive you people, for he is not able to deliver you.” Following this, he tries to tempt those listening by painting a picture of life as it could be for the Jews under Assyrian rule: “Make a capitulation to me and come out to me and eat each one from his own vine and each one from his own fig tree and drink each one the water of his own cistern, until I come and actually take you to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards.”—Isaiah 36:13-17.
12 There will be no harvest for the Jews this year—the Assyrian invasion has prevented them from planting crops. The prospect of eating succulent grapes and of drinking cool water must be very appealing to the men listening on the wall. But Rabshakeh has not yet finished trying to weaken the Jews.
13 From his arsenal of arguments, Rabshakeh draws another verbal weapon. He warns the Jews against believing Hezekiah should he say: “Jehovah himself will deliver us.” Rabshakeh reminds the Jews that the gods of Samaria were unable to prevent the ten tribes from being overcome by the Assyrians. And what of the gods of the other nations Assyria has conquered? “Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad?” he demands. “Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? And have they delivered Samaria out of my hand?”—Isaiah 36:18-20.
14 Of course, Rabshakeh, a worshiper of false gods, does not understand that there is a big difference between apostate Samaria and Jerusalem under Hezekiah. Samaria’s false gods had no power to save the ten-tribe kingdom. (2 Kings 17:7, 17, 18) On the other hand, Jerusalem under Hezekiah has turned its back on false gods and has returned to serving Jehovah. However, the three Judean representatives do not try to explain this to Rabshakeh. “They continued to keep silent and did not answer him a word, for the commandment of the king was, saying: ‘You must not answer him.’” (Isaiah 36:21) Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah return to Hezekiah and make an official report of the words of Rabshakeh.—Isaiah 36:22.



^ ***ip-1 pp. 389-391 A King’s Faith Is Rewarded***
Hezekiah Makes a Decision
15 King Hezekiah now has a decision to make. Will Jerusalem surrender to the Assyrians? join forces with Egypt? or stand her ground and fight? Hezekiah is under great pressure. He goes to Jehovah’s temple, while dispatching Eliakim and Shebna, along with the older men of the priests, to inquire of Jehovah through the prophet Isaiah. (Isaiah 37:1, 2) Dressed in sackcloth, the king’s emissaries approach Isaiah, saying: “This day is a day of distress and of rebuke and of scornful insolence . . . Perhaps Jehovah your God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his lord sent to taunt the living God, and he will actually call him to account for the words that Jehovah your God has heard.” (Isaiah 37:3-5) Yes, the Assyrians are challenging the living God! Will Jehovah give attention to their taunts? Through Isaiah, Jehovah reassures the Jews: “Do not be afraid because of the words that you have heard with which the attendants of the king of Assyria spoke abusively of me. Here I am putting a spirit in him, and he must hear a report and return to his own land; and I shall certainly cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.”—Isaiah 37:6, 7.
16 Meanwhile, Rabshakeh is called away to be at Sennacherib’s side while the king wages war at Libnah. Sennacherib will deal with Jerusalem later. (Isaiah 37:8) Still, Rabshakeh’s departure brings no letup of pressure on Hezekiah. Sennacherib sends threatening letters describing what the inhabitants of Jerusalem can expect if they refuse to surrender: “You yourself have heard what the kings of Assyria did to all the lands by devoting them to destruction, and will you yourself be delivered? Have the gods of the nations that my forefathers brought to ruin delivered them? . . . Where is the king of Hamath and the king of Arpad and the king of the city of Sepharvaim—of Hena and of Ivvah?” (Isaiah 37:9-13) Basically, the Assyrian is saying that it is senseless to resist—resistance will only bring more trouble!
17 Deeply concerned about the consequences of the decision he must make, Hezekiah spreads Sennacherib’s letters out before Jehovah in the temple. (Isaiah 37:14) In heartfelt prayer he implores Jehovah to give ear to the Assyrian’s threats, concluding his prayer with the words: “And now, O Jehovah our God, save us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O Jehovah, are God alone.” (Isaiah 37:15-20) From this it is clear that Hezekiah is primarily concerned, not with his own deliverance, but with the reproach that will be heaped upon Jehovah’s name if Assyria defeats Jerusalem.



^ ***ip-1 pp. 391-394 A King’s Faith Is Rewarded***
18 Jehovah’s answer to Hezekiah’s prayer comes through Isaiah. Jerusalem must not surrender to Assyria; she must stand her ground. Speaking as to Sennacherib, Isaiah boldly states Jehovah’s message to the Assyrian: “The virgin daughter of Zion has despised you, she has held you in derision. Behind you the daughter of Jerusalem has wagged her head [mockingly].” (Isaiah 37:21, 22) Jehovah then adds, in effect: ‘Who are you to taunt the Holy One of Israel? I know your deeds. You have great ambitions; you make great boasts. You have trusted in your military power and have conquered much land. But you are not invincible. I will frustrate your plans. I will conquer you. Then I will do to you as you have done to others. I will put a hook in your nose and lead you back to Assyria!’—Isaiah 37:23-29.
“This Will Be the Sign for You”
19 What guarantee does Hezekiah have that Isaiah’s prophecy will be fulfilled? Jehovah answers: “This will be the sign for you: There will be an eating this year of the growth from spilled kernels, and in the second year grain that shoots up of itself; but in the third year sow seed, you people, and reap, and plant vineyards and eat their fruitage.” (Isaiah 37:30) Jehovah will provide food for the trapped Jews. Although unable to plant seed because of the Assyrian occupation, they will be able to eat from the gleanings of the preceding year’s harvest. The following year, a sabbath year, they must let their fields lie fallow, despite their desperate situation. (Exodus 23:11) Jehovah promises that if the people obey his voice, enough grain will sprout in the fields to sustain them. Then, in the following year, men will sow seed in the usual way and enjoy the fruitage of their labor.
20 Jehovah now compares his people to a plant that cannot easily be uprooted: “Those who escape of the house of Judah . . . will certainly take root downward and produce fruitage upward.” (Isaiah 37:31, 32) Yes, those who trust in Jehovah have nothing to fear. They and their offspring will remain firmly established in the land.
21 What of the Assyrian’s threats against Jerusalem? Jehovah answers: “He will not come into this city, nor will he shoot an arrow there, nor confront it with a shield, nor cast up a siege rampart against it. By the way by which he came he will return, and into this city he will not come.” (Isaiah 37:33, 34) There will be no battle between Assyria and Jerusalem after all. Surprisingly, it will be the Assyrians, not the Jews, who are defeated without a fight.
22 True to his word, Jehovah sends an angel who strikes down the cream of Sennacherib’s troops—185,000 men. This apparently happens at Libnah, and Sennacherib himself wakes up to find the leaders, chiefs, and mighty men of his army dead. Shamefaced, he returns to Nineveh, but despite his resounding defeat, he stubbornly remains devoted to his false god Nisroch. Some years later, while worshiping in the temple of Nisroch, Sennacherib is assassinated by two of his sons. Once again, lifeless Nisroch proves powerless to save.—Isaiah 37:35-38.



^ ***w08 5/15 p. 26 Pursue “Holiness in God’s Fear”***
Jehovah foretold that his people who were in Babylonian exile would be restored to their homeland. The prophecy of restoration contained this guarantee: “There will certainly come to be a highway there, even a way; and the Way of Holiness it will be called.” (Isa. 35:8a) These words show that Jehovah not only opened the way for the Jews to get home but assured them of his protection along the way.



^ ***w08 5/15 p. 27 Pursue “Holiness in God’s Fear”***
In 537 B.C.E., the returning Jews had to meet an important requirement. Regarding those qualified to walk on “the Way of Holiness,” Isaiah 35:8b states: “The unclean one will not pass over it. And it will be for the one walking on the way, and no foolish ones will wander about on it.” Since the purpose of the Jews’ return to Jerusalem was to reestablish pure worship, there would be no place for those who had selfish motives, lacked respect for sacred things, or were spiritually unclean. The returnees needed to maintain Jehovah’s high moral standards. Those desiring God’s favor today need to meet the same requirement. They must pursue “holiness in God’s fear.” (2 Cor. 7:1) What unclean practices, then, ought we to shun?



^ ***w07 1/15 p. 8 par. 6 Highlights From the Book of Isaiah—II***
Lessons for Us:
36:2, 3, 22. Though dismissed from serving as a steward, Shebna was allowed to continue in the king’s service as a secretary to his replacement. (Isaiah 22:15, 19) If we are removed from a position of responsibility in Jehovah’s organization for some reason, should we not continue to serve God in whatever capacity he permits?



^ ***bh pp. 31-32 What Is God’s Purpose for the Earth?***
WHO RULES THIS WORLD?
11 Jesus never doubted that Satan is the ruler of this world. In some miraculous way, Satan once showed Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.” Satan then promised Jesus: “All these things I will give you if you fall down and do an act of worship to me.” (Matthew 4:8, 9; Luke 4:5, 6) Think about this. Would that offer have been a temptation to Jesus if Satan was not the ruler of these kingdoms? Jesus did not deny that all these worldly governments were Satan’s. Surely, Jesus would have done that if Satan was not the power behind them.
12 Of course, Jehovah is the almighty God, the Creator of the marvelous universe. (Revelation 4:11) Yet, nowhere does the Bible say that either Jehovah God or Jesus Christ is ruler of this world. In fact, Jesus specifically referred to Satan as “the ruler of this world.” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11) The Bible even refers to Satan the Devil as “the god of this system of things.” (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4) Regarding this opposer, or Satan, the Christian apostle John wrote: “The whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.”—1 John 5:19.



^ ***sjj song 30 My Father, My God and Friend***
SONG 30
My Father, My God and Friend
(Hebrews 6:10)
1. Life in this world can be hard.
Life in this world can bring tears and pain.
Still ev’ry day I will say,
“My life is not in vain.”
(CHORUS)
For God is not unrighteous,
And he remembers the love I’ve shown.
So he is ever near me;
With Jehovah, I’m not alone.
Yes, God is my provider
and my protector down to the end.
Yes, Jehovah is my Father,
My God and Friend.
2. Gone are the days of my youth;
Days of calamity now are here.
Still through the eyes of my faith,
My hope is bright and clear.
(CHORUS)
For God is not unrighteous,
And he remembers the love I’ve shown.
So he is ever near me;
With Jehovah, I’m not alone.
Yes, God is my provider
and my protector down to the end.
Yes, Jehovah is my Father,
My God and Friend.
(See also Ps. 71:17, 18.)



^ ***kr pp. 68-71 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
CROWDS gather around Jesus on the shore of a lake, but he boards a boat and pulls away a short distance. Why? He knows that the surface of the water will amplify his voice and that the large audience will be able to hear his message more clearly.—Read Mark 4:1, 2.
2 In the decades surrounding the Kingdom’s birth, faithful disciples of Christ followed his example, using novel techniques to spread the good news of the Kingdom to large audiences. Under the direction of the King, God’s people continue to innovate and adapt as circumstances change and new technologies become available. We want to reach as many as possible before the end comes. (Matt. 24:14) Consider just some of the methods we have used to reach people, no matter where they live. Think, too, of ways that you can imitate the faith of those who spread the good news in the early days.
Reaching Large Audiences
3 Newspapers. Brother Russell and his associates had been publishing the Watch Tower since 1879, bringing the Kingdom message to many people. In the decade prior to 1914, however, Christ seems to have maneuvered matters so that the good news would reach an even wider audience. The chain of events began in 1903. In that year, Dr. E. L. Eaton, a spokesman for a group of Protestant ministers in Pennsylvania, challenged Charles Taze Russell to a series of debates on Bible doctrine. In a letter to Russell, Eaton wrote: “I have thought that a public debate of some of those questions about which you and I differ . . . would be of immense interest to the public.” Russell and his associates also thought the public would be interested, so they arranged to have the debates published in a leading newspaper, The Pittsburgh Gazette. The newspaper articles were so popular and Russell’s clear explanation of Bible truth so compelling that the paper offered to publish Russell’s lectures every week. How that development must have frustrated enemies of the truth!
4 More newspapers soon wanted to carry Russell’s lectures. By 1908, the Watch Tower could report that the sermons were published in “eleven newspapers regularly.” However, brothers familiar with newspaper work advised Russell that if he moved the Society’s offices from Pittsburgh to a city that was better known, more newspapers would carry the Bible-based articles. After weighing that advice and other factors, Russell moved the offices to Brooklyn, New York, in 1909. The result? Just months after that move, some 400 newspapers were publishing the lectures, with more constantly being added to the list. By the time the Kingdom was established in 1914, over 2,000 newspapers in four languages were publishing Russell’s sermons and articles!
5 What important lesson does that development provide? Those who have a measure of authority in God’s organization today do well to imitate Russell’s humility. In what way? When making important decisions, consider the advice of others.—Read Proverbs 15:22.
6 The Kingdom truths published in those newspaper articles changed people’s lives. (Heb. 4:12) For example, Ora Hetzel, who was baptized in 1917, was one of many who first learned the truth through such articles. “After I was married,” said Ora, “I went to visit my mother in Rochester, Minnesota. When I arrived, I found her cutting out articles from a newspaper. They were sermons by Russell. Mother explained the things she had learned from them.” Ora accepted the truths she learned and for some six decades was a faithful proclaimer of God’s Kingdom.
7 In 1916, two key events caused those taking the lead to reassess the use of newspapers in spreading the good news. First, the Great War that was raging at the time made printing supplies difficult to obtain. In 1916, a report from our newspaper department in Britain highlighted the challenge, saying: “There are just over 30 papers publishing the Sermons at the present time. It is quite likely that this number will be greatly reduced shortly owing to the increasingly high price of paper.” The second event was the death of Brother Russell on October 31, 1916. Thus, The Watch Tower of December 15, 1916, announced: “Now that Brother Russell has passed beyond, the sermon feature [in the newspapers] will be discontinued entirely.” Although this avenue of preaching came to an end, other methods, such as the “Photo-Drama of Creation,” continued to have great success.
8 Picture presentations. Russell and his associates worked for some three years to produce the “Photo-Drama of Creation,” which was released in 1914. (Prov. 21:5) The Drama, as it was called, was an innovative combination of moving pictures, sound recordings, and colored glass slides. Hundreds of people took part in reenacting Bible scenes that were captured on film, and even animals were involved. “The largest part of the population of one of the large zoological gardens,” says a report from 1913, “was brought into use in order to reproduce in Motion talking pictures Noah’s part in the big show.” As for the hundreds of different glass slides used in the production, artists in London, New York, Paris, and Philadelphia colored each one by hand.
9 Why was so much time and expense poured into making the “Photo-Drama”? A resolution adopted at the 1913 series of conventions explains: “The unprecedented success of the American newspapers in moulding public opinion by the aid of cartoons and illustrations in their news and magazine sections, together with the wonderful popularity and adaptability of moving pictures, has fully demonstrated their worth and, we believe, fully justifies us, as progressive preachers and Bible class teachers, in giving our unqualified endorsement of moving pictures and stereopticon slides as an effective and desirable method for evangelists and teachers.”



^ ***sjj song 70 Search Out Deserving Ones***
SONG 70
Search Out Deserving Ones
(Matthew 10:11-15)
1. In preaching the Kingdom and teaching the truth,
Our Lord showed us how to proceed:
‘Search out those deserving and ready to hear,
Those aware of their spiritual need.
By greeting the household and wishing it peace,
Then it may be that peace you’ll impart.
But when they refuse you or turn you away,
Shake the dust from your feet and depart.’
2. All those who receive you receive him as well,
Respond when their heart opens wide.
Their right disposition for unending life
Will impel them to serve at your side.
And never be anxious about what to say,
For Jehovah will help you to speak.
Your answer when gracious and seasoned with salt
Will appeal to the humble and meek.
(See also Acts 13:48; 16:14; Col. 4:6.)









^ (Isa. 34:1-37:38) Come close to hear, you nations, And pay attention, you peoples. Let the earth and that which fills it listen, The land and all its produce.  2 For Jehovah’s indignation is against all the nations, And his wrath is against all their army. He will devote them to destruction; He will give them to the slaughter.  3 Their slain will be thrown out, And the stench of their carcasses will ascend; The mountains will melt because of* their blood.  4 All the army of the heavens will rot away, And the heavens will be rolled up like a scroll. All their army will wither away, As a withered leaf falls from the vine And a shriveled fig from the fig tree.  5 “For in the heavens my sword will be drenched. It will descend on Eʹdom in judgment, On the people whom I devoted to destruction.  6 Jehovah has a sword; it will be covered with blood. It will be covered with the fat, With the blood of young rams and goats, With the kidney fat of rams. For Jehovah has a sacrifice in Bozʹrah, A great slaughter in the land of Eʹdom.  7 The wild bulls will go down with them, The young bulls with the powerful ones. Their land will be drenched in blood, And their dust will be soaked with fat.”  8 For Jehovah has a day of vengeance, A year of retribution for the legal case over Zion.  9 Her* streams will be changed into pitch, And her dust into sulfur, And her land will become like burning pitch. 10 By night or by day it will not be extinguished; Its smoke will keep ascending forever. From generation to generation she will remain devastated; No one will pass through her forever and ever. 11 The pelican and the porcupine will possess her, And long-eared owls and ravens will reside in her. He will stretch out over her the measuring line of emptiness And the plumb line* of desolation. 12 None of her nobles will be called to the kingship, And all her princes will come to nothing. 13 Thorns will grow in her fortified towers, Nettles and thorny weeds in her fortresses. She will become a lair of jackals, An enclosure for ostriches. 14 Desert creatures will meet up with howling animals, And the wild goat* will call to its companion. Yes, there the nightjar will settle and find a place of rest. 15 There the arrow snake will make its nest and lay eggs, And it will hatch them and gather them in its shadow. Yes, there the kites will gather, each one with her mate. 16 Search in the book of Jehovah and read it out loud: Not one of them will be missing; None of them will be lacking a mate, For it is the mouth of Jehovah that has given the order, And it is his spirit that has gathered them together. 17 He is the One who has cast the lot for them, And his own hand has measured out their assigned place.* They will possess it for all time; They will reside in it throughout all generations. 
35 The wilderness and the parched land will exult, And the desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron.*  2 Without fail it will blossom; It will rejoice and shout for joy. The glory of Lebʹa·non will be given to it, The splendor of Carʹmel and of Sharʹon. They will see the glory of Jehovah, the splendor of our God.  3 Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”  5 At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.  7 The heat-parched ground will become a reedy pool, And the thirsty ground springs of water. In the lairs where jackals rested, There will be green grass and reeds and papyrus.  8 And a highway will be there, Yes, a way called the Way of Holiness. The unclean one will not travel on it. It is reserved for the one walking on the way; No one foolish will stray onto it.  9 No lion will be there, And no vicious wild beasts will come on it. They will not be found there; Only the repurchased ones will walk there. 10 Those redeemed by Jehovah will return and come to Zion with a joyful cry. Unending joy will crown their heads. Exultation and rejoicing will be theirs, And grief and sighing will flee away. 
36 In the 14th year of King Hez·e·kiʹah, Sen·nachʹer·ib the king of As·syrʹi·a came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 2 The king of As·syrʹi·a then sent the Rabʹsha·keh* with a vast army from Laʹchish to King Hez·e·kiʹah in Jerusalem. They took up a position by the conduit of the upper pool, which is at the highway of the laundryman’s field. 3 Then E·liʹa·kim son of Hil·kiʹah, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and Joʹah son of Aʹsaph the recorder came out to him. 4 So the Rabʹsha·keh said to them: “Please, say to Hez·e·kiʹah, ‘This is what the great king, the king of As·syrʹi·a, says: “What is the basis for your confidence? 5 You are saying, ‘I have a strategy and the power to wage war,’ but these are empty words. In whom have you put trust, so that you dare to rebel against me? 6 Look! You trust in the support of this crushed reed, Egypt, which if a man should lean on it would enter into his palm and pierce it. That is the way Pharʹaoh king of Egypt is to all those who trust in him. 7 And if you should say to me, ‘We trust in Jehovah our God,’ is he not the one whose high places and altars Hez·e·kiʹah has removed, while he says to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You should bow down before this altar’?”’ 8 So now make this wager, please, with my lord the king of As·syrʹi·a: I will give you 2,000 horses if you are able to find enough riders for them. 9 How, then, could you drive back even one governor who is the least of my lord’s servants, while you put your trust in Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 10 Now is it without authorization from Jehovah that I have come up against this land to destroy it? Jehovah himself said to me, ‘Go up against this land and destroy it.’” 11 At this E·liʹa·kim and Shebʹna and Joʹah said to the Rabʹsha·keh: “Speak to your servants, please, in the Ar·a·maʹic* language, for we can understand it; do not speak to us in the language of the Jews in the hearing of the people on the wall.” 12 But the Rabʹsha·keh said: “Is it just to your lord and to you that my lord sent me to speak these words? Is it not also to the men who sit on the wall, those who will eat their own excrement and drink their own urine along with you?” 13 Then the Rabʹsha·keh stood and called out loudly in the language of the Jews, saying: “Hear the word of the great king, the king of As·syrʹi·a. 14 This is what the king says, ‘Do not let Hez·e·kiʹah deceive you, for he is not able to rescue you. 15 And do not let Hez·e·kiʹah cause you to trust in Jehovah by saying: “Jehovah will surely rescue us, and this city will not be given into the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a.” 16 Do not listen to Hez·e·kiʹah, for this is what the king of As·syrʹi·a says: “Make peace with me and surrender,* and each of you will eat from his own vine and from his own fig tree and will drink the water of his own cistern, 17 until I come and take you to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18 Do not let Hez·e·kiʹah mislead you by saying, ‘Jehovah will rescue us.’ Have any of the gods of the nations rescued their land out of the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a? 19 Where are the gods of Haʹmath and Arʹpad? Where are the gods of Seph·ar·vaʹim? And have they rescued Sa·marʹi·a out of my hand? 20 Who among all the gods of these lands have rescued their land out of my hand, so that Jehovah should rescue Jerusalem out of my hand?”’” 21 But they kept silent and did not say a word to him in reply, for the order of the king was, “You must not answer him.” 22 But E·liʹa·kim son of Hil·kiʹah, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and Joʹah son of Aʹsaph the recorder came to Hez·e·kiʹah with their garments ripped apart and told him the words of the Rabʹsha·keh. 
37 As soon as King Hez·e·kiʹah heard this, he ripped his garments apart and covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of Jehovah. 2 Then he sent E·liʹa·kim, who was in charge of the household,* Shebʹna the secretary, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah, the son of Aʹmoz. 3 They said to him: “This is what Hez·e·kiʹah says, ‘This day is a day of distress, of rebuke,* and of disgrace; for the children are ready to be born,* but there is no strength to give birth. 4 Perhaps Jehovah your God will hear the words of the Rabʹsha·keh, whom the king of As·syrʹi·a his lord sent to taunt the living God, and he will call him to account for the words that Jehovah your God has heard. So offer up a prayer in behalf of the remnant who have survived.’” 5 So the servants of King Hez·e·kiʹah went in to Isaiah, 6 and Isaiah said to them: “This is what you should say to your lord, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Do not be afraid because of the words that you heard, the words with which the attendants of the king of As·syrʹi·a blasphemed me. 7 Here I am putting a thought in his mind,* and he will hear a report and return to his own land; and I will make him fall by the sword in his own land.”’” 8 After the Rabʹsha·keh heard that the king of As·syrʹi·a had pulled away from Laʹchish, he returned to him and found him fighting against Libʹnah. 9 Now the king heard it said about King Tir·haʹkah of E·thi·oʹpi·a: “He has come out to fight against you.” When he heard this, he sent messengers again to Hez·e·kiʹah, saying: 10 “This is what you should say to King Hez·e·kiʹah of Judah, ‘Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you by saying: “Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a.” 11 Look! You have heard what the kings of As·syrʹi·a did to all the lands by devoting them to destruction. Will you alone be rescued? 12 Did the gods of the nations that my forefathers destroyed rescue them? Where are Goʹzan, Haʹran, Reʹzeph, and the people of Eʹden who were in Tel-asʹsar? 13 Where is the king of Haʹmath, the king of Arʹpad, and the king of the cities of Seph·ar·vaʹim, and of Heʹna, and of Ivʹvah?’” 14 Hez·e·kiʹah took the letters out of the hand of the messengers and read them. Hez·e·kiʹah then went up to the house of Jehovah and spread them* out before Jehovah. 15 And Hez·e·kiʹah began to pray to Jehovah and say: 16 “O Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, sitting enthroned above* the cherubs, you alone are the true God of all the kingdoms of the earth. You made the heavens and the earth. 17 Incline your ear, O Jehovah, and hear! Open your eyes, O Jehovah, and see! Hear all the words that Sen·nachʹer·ib has sent to taunt the living God. 18 It is a fact, O Jehovah, that the kings of As·syrʹi·a have devastated all the lands, as well as their own land. 19 And they have thrown their gods into the fire, because they were not gods but the work of human hands, wood and stone. That is why they could destroy them. 20 But now, O Jehovah our God, save us out of his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you alone are God, O Jehovah.” 21 Isaiah son of Aʹmoz then sent this message to Hez·e·kiʹah: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Because you prayed to me concerning King Sen·nachʹer·ib of As·syrʹi·a, 22 this is the word that Jehovah has spoken against him: “The virgin daughter of Zion despises you, she scoffs at you. The daughter of Jerusalem shakes her head at you. 23 Whom have you taunted and blasphemed? Against whom have you raised your voice And lifted your arrogant eyes? It is against the Holy One of Israel! 24 Through your servants you have taunted Jehovah and said, ‘With the multitude of my war chariots I will ascend the heights of mountains, The remotest parts of Lebʹa·non. I will cut down its lofty cedars, its choice juniper trees. I will enter its highest retreats, its densest forests. 25 I will dig wells and drink waters; I will dry up the streams* of Egypt with the soles of my feet.’ 26 Have you not heard? From long ago it was determined.* From days gone by I have prepared* it. Now I will bring it about. You will turn fortified cities into desolate piles of ruins. 27 Their inhabitants will be helpless; They will be terrified and put to shame. They will become as vegetation of the field and green grass, As grass of the roofs that is scorched by the east wind. 28 But I well know when you sit, when you go out, when you come in, And when you are enraged against me, 29 Because your rage against me and your roaring have reached my ears. So I will put my hook in your nose and my bridle between your lips, And I will lead you back the way you came.” 30 “‘And this will be the sign for you:* This year you will eat what grows on its own;* and in the second year, you will eat grain that sprouts from that; but in the third year you will sow seed and reap, and you will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 31 Those of the house of Judah who escape, those who are left, will take root downward and produce fruit upward. 32 For a remnant will go out of Jerusalem and survivors from Mount Zion. The zeal of Jehovah of armies will do this. 33 “‘Therefore this is what Jehovah says about the king of As·syrʹi·a: “He will not come into this city Or shoot an arrow there Or confront it with a shield Or cast up a siege rampart against it.”’ 34 ‘By the way he came he will return; He will not come into this city,’ declares Jehovah. 35 ‘I will defend this city and save it for my own sake And for the sake of my servant David.’” 36 And the angel of Jehovah went out and struck down 185,000 men in the camp of the As·syrʹi·ans. When people rose up early in the morning, they saw all the dead bodies. 37 So King Sen·nachʹer·ib of As·syrʹi·a departed and returned to Ninʹe·veh and stayed there. 38 And as he was bowing down at the house* of his god Nisʹroch, his own sons A·dramʹme·lech and Shar·eʹzer struck him down with the sword and then escaped to the land of Arʹa·rat. And his son Eʹsar-hadʹdon became king in his place.

Or “will flow with.”
Evidently referring to Bozrah, the capital of Edom.
Lit., “the stones.”
Or possibly, “the goatlike demon.”
Lit., “divided it for them with a measuring line.”
Or “crocus.”
Or “the chief cupbearer.”
Or “palace.”
Or “Syrian.”
Lit., “Make with me a blessing and come out to me.”
Or “palace.”
Or “palace.”
Or “insult.”
Lit., “have come to the opening of the womb.”
Lit., “a spirit in him.”
Lit., “it.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “the Nile canals.”
Lit., “done.”
Or “formed.”
That is, Hezekiah.
Or “the growth from spilled kernels of grain.”
Or “temple.”











^ (Isa. 38:1-42:25) In those days Hez·e·kiʹah became sick and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah the son of Aʹmoz came and said to him, “This is what Jehovah says: ‘Give instructions to your household, for you will die; you will not recover.’” 2 At that Hez·e·kiʹah turned his face to the wall and began to pray to Jehovah: 3 “I beg you, O Jehovah, remember, please, how I have walked before you faithfully and with a complete heart, and I have done what was good in your eyes.” And Hez·e·kiʹah began to weep profusely. 4 Then the word of Jehovah came to Isaiah, saying: 5 “Go back and say to Hez·e·kiʹah, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of David your forefather says: “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. Here I am adding 15 years to your life,* 6 and I will rescue you and this city out of the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a, and I will defend this city. 7 This is the sign from Jehovah to show you that Jehovah will carry out the word that he has spoken: 8 Here I will make the declining shadow of the sun on the stairway* of Aʹhaz go back ten steps.”’” So the sun went back ten steps on the stairway that it had already descended. 9 A writing* of King Hez·e·kiʹah of Judah when he became sick and recovered from his sickness. 10 I said: “In the middle of my life I must go into the gates of the Grave.* I will be deprived of my remaining years.” 11 I said: “I will not see Jah,* Jah in the land of the living. I will look no more on mankind When I am with the inhabitants of the place where everything ceases. 12 My own dwelling has been pulled out and removed from me Like the tent of a shepherd. I have rolled up my life like a loom worker; He cuts me off like the threads of the warp. From daylight to nightfall you keep bringing me to an end. 13 I calm myself until the morning. Like a lion, he keeps breaking all my bones; From daylight to nightfall you keep bringing me to an end. 14 Like the swift or the thrush,* so I keep chirping; I keep cooing like the dove. My eyes look wearily to the height: ‘O Jehovah, I am in great distress; Be my support!’* 15 What can I say? He has spoken to me and acted. I will walk humbly* all my years Because of my bitter distress.* 16 ‘O Jehovah, by these things* every man lives, And in them is the life of my spirit. You will restore me to health and preserve me alive. 17 Look! Instead of peace, I had great bitterness; But in your fondness for me,* You preserved me from the pit of destruction. You have thrown all my sins behind your back.* 18 For the Grave* cannot glorify you, Death cannot praise you. Those who go down into the pit cannot hope for your faithfulness. 19 The living, the living can praise you, Just as I can this day. A father can give his sons knowledge about your faithfulness. 20 O Jehovah, save me, And we will play my songs on stringed instruments All the days of our life at the house of Jehovah.’” 21 Isaiah then said: “Bring a cake of pressed dried figs and apply it to the boil, so that he may recover.” 22 Hez·e·kiʹah had asked: “What is the sign that I will go up to the house of Jehovah?” 
39 At that time the king of Babylon, Merʹo·dach-balʹa·dan son of Balʹa·dan, sent letters and a gift to Hez·e·kiʹah, for he had heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2 Hez·e·kiʹah gladly welcomed* them and showed them his treasure-house—the silver, the gold, the balsam oil and other precious oil, his whole armory, and everything that was to be found in his treasuries. There was nothing that Hez·e·kiʹah did not show them in his own house* and in all his dominion. 3 After that Isaiah the prophet came in to King Hez·e·kiʹah and asked him: “What did these men say, and where did they come from?” So Hez·e·kiʹah said: “They came from a distant land, from Babylon.” 4 Next he asked: “What did they see in your house?”* Hez·e·kiʹah replied: “They saw everything in my house.* There was nothing that I did not show them in my treasuries.” 5 Isaiah now said to Hez·e·kiʹah: “Hear the word of Jehovah of armies, 6 ‘Look! Days are coming, and all that is in your house* and all that your forefathers have stored up to this day will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left,’ says Jehovah. 7 ‘And some of your own sons to whom you will become father will be taken and will become court officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’” 8 At that Hez·e·kiʹah said to Isaiah: “The word of Jehovah that you have spoken is good.” Then he added: “Because there will be peace and stability* during my lifetime.”* 
40 “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.  2 “Speak to the heart of* Jerusalem, And proclaim to her that her compulsory service has been fulfilled, That her guilt has been paid off. From the hand of Jehovah she has received a full amount* for all her sins.”  3 A voice of one calling out in the wilderness: “Clear up* the way of Jehovah! Make a straight highway through the desert for our God.  4 Let every valley be raised up, And every mountain and hill be made low. The rough ground must become level, And the rugged ground a valley plain.  5 The glory of Jehovah will be revealed, And all flesh* will see it together, For the mouth of Jehovah has spoken.”  6 Listen! Someone is saying: “Call out!” Another asks: “What should I call out?” “All flesh is* green grass. All their loyal love is like the blossom of the field.  7 The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, Because the breath* of Jehovah blows upon it. Surely the people are but green grass.  8 The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”  9 Go up onto a high mountain, You woman bringing good news for Zion. Raise your voice with power, You woman bringing good news for Jerusalem. Raise it, do not be afraid. Announce to the cities of Judah: “Here is your God.” 10 Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah will come with power, And his arm will rule for him. Look! His reward is with him, And the wage he pays is before him. 11 Like a shepherd he will care for* his flock. With his arm he will gather together the lambs, And in his bosom he will carry them. He will gently lead those nursing their young. 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand And taken the measurements* of the heavens with a span of his hand?* Who has gathered in a measure the dust of the earth Or weighed the mountains in the balances And the hills in the scales? 13 Who has taken the measurements of* the spirit of Jehovah, And who can instruct him as his adviser? 14 With whom did he consult to gain understanding, Or who teaches him in the path of justice, Or teaches him knowledge, Or shows him the way of true understanding? 15 Look! The nations are like a drop from a bucket, And as the film of dust on the scales they are regarded. Look! He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 16 Even Lebʹa·non is not sufficient to keep a fire burning,* And its wild animals are not sufficient for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as something nonexistent in front of him; He regards them as nothing, as an unreality. 18 To whom can you compare God? What likeness can you put next to him? 19 The craftsman casts an idol,* The metalworker overlays it with gold, And he forges silver chains. 20 He chooses a tree for his contribution, A tree that will not rot. He searches for a skilled craftsman To prepare a carved image that will not topple over. 21 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told to you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 There is One who dwells above the circle* of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers. He is stretching out the heavens like a fine gauze, And he spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 23 He reduces high officials to nothing And makes the judges* of the earth an unreality. 24 They are hardly planted, They are hardly sown, Their stem has hardly taken root in the earth, And they are blown on and dry up, And the wind carries them away like stubble. 25 “To whom can you liken me to make me his equal?” says the Holy One. 26 “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing. 27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and why do you declare, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from Jehovah, And I receive no justice from God’? 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, is a God for all eternity. He never tires out or grows weary. His understanding is unsearchable.* 29 He gives power to the tired one And full might to those lacking strength.* 30 Boys will tire out and grow weary, And young men will stumble and fall, 31 But those hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary; They will walk and not tire out.” 
41 “Listen to me in silence,* you islands; Let the nations regain their strength. Let them approach; then let them speak. Let us come together for judgment.  2 Who has raised up someone from the sunrise,* Calling him in righteousness to His feet,* To hand over nations to him And to make him subdue kings? Who reduces them to dust before his sword, Like windblown stubble before his bow?  3 He pursues them, passing along unhindered Over paths that his feet have not traveled.  4 Who has acted and done this, Summoning the generations from the beginning? I, Jehovah, am the First One; And with the last ones I am the same.”  5 The islands have seen it and have become afraid. The ends of the earth began to tremble. They draw near and come forward.  6 Each one helps his companion And says to his brother: “Be strong.”  7 So the craftsman strengthens the metalworker; The one who flattens with the forge hammer Strengthens the one hammering at the anvil. He says about the soldering: “It is good.” Then it is fastened with nails so that it will not topple over.  8 “But you, O Israel, are my servant, You, O Jacob, whom I have chosen, The offspring* of Abraham my friend,  9 You, whom I took from the ends of the earth, And you, whom I called from its most distant parts. I said to you, ‘You are my servant; I have chosen you; I have not rejected you. 10 Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’ 11 Look! All those getting enraged against you will be put to shame and humiliated. Those who fight with you will be brought to nothing and perish. 12 You will search for men who struggle with you, but you will not find them; The men at war with you will become as something nonexistent, as nothing at all. 13 For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’ 14 Do not be afraid, you worm* Jacob, You men of Israel, I will help you,” declares Jehovah, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel. 15 “Look! I have made you a threshing sledge, A new threshing instrument with double-edged teeth. You will tread down the mountains and crush them And make the hills like chaff. 16 You will winnow them, And the wind will carry them away; A windstorm will scatter them. You will be joyful in Jehovah, And you will boast in the Holy One of Israel.” 17 “The needy and the poor are seeking water, but there is none. Their tongue is dry from thirst. I, Jehovah, will answer them. I, the God of Israel, will not abandon them. 18 I will make rivers flow on the bare hills And springs in the valley plains. I will turn the wilderness into a reedy pool of water And the waterless land into springs of water. 19 In the desert I will plant the cedar tree, The acacia and the myrtle and the pine tree. In the desert plain I will plant the juniper tree, Together with the ash and the cypress tree, 20 So that all people may see and know And pay attention and understand That the hand of Jehovah has done this, And the Holy One of Israel has created it.” 21 “Present your case,” says Jehovah. “Produce your arguments,” says the King of Jacob. 22 “Produce evidence and tell us the things that will happen. Do tell us about the former* things, So that we may reflect on them* and know their outcome. Or declare to us the things that are coming. 23 Tell us what will happen in the future, So that we may know that you are gods. Yes, do something, good or bad, So that we may be amazed when we see it. 24 Look! You are something nonexistent, And your achievement is nothing. Anyone who chooses you is detestable. 25 I have raised up someone from the north, and he will come, One from the rising of the sun* who will call on my name. He will trample rulers* as if they were clay, Like a potter who treads moist clay. 26 Who told about this from the beginning, so that we could know, Or from times past, so that we could say, ‘He is right’? Indeed, no one announced it! No one declared it! No one heard anything from you!” 27 I was the first to say to Zion: “Look! Here they are!” And to Jerusalem I will send a bearer of good news. 28 But I kept looking, and there was no one; There was not one among them to give advice. And I kept asking them to reply. 29 Look! All of them are a delusion.* Their works are nothing. Their metal images* are wind and unreality. 
42 Look! My servant, whom I support! My chosen one, whom I have* approved! I have put my spirit in him; He will bring justice to the nations.  2 He will not cry out or raise his voice, And he will not make his voice heard in the street.  3 No crushed reed will he break, And no smoldering wick will he extinguish. In faithfulness he will bring justice.  4 He will not grow dim or be crushed until he establishes justice in the earth; And the islands keep waiting for his law.*  5 This is what the true God, Jehovah, says, The Creator of the heavens and the Grand One who stretched them out, The One who spread out the earth and its produce, The One who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those who walk on it:  6 “I, Jehovah, have called you in righteousness; I have taken hold of your hand. I will safeguard you and give you as a covenant for the people And as a light of the nations,  7 For you to open the blind eyes, To bring the prisoner out of the dungeon And those sitting in darkness out of the prison.  8 I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.  9 See, the first things have come to pass; Now I am declaring new things. Before they spring up, I tell you about them.” 10 Sing to Jehovah a new song, His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go down to the sea and all that fills it, You islands and their inhabitants. 11 Let the wilderness and its cities raise their voice, The settlements where Keʹdar dwells. Let the inhabitants of the crag shout joyfully; Let them cry out from the top of the mountains. 12 Let them attribute glory to Jehovah And declare his praise in the islands. 13 Jehovah will go out like a mighty man. He will awaken his zeal like a warrior. He will shout, yes, he will let out a war cry; He will show himself mightier than his enemies. 14 “I have kept quiet for a long time. I remained silent and restrained myself. Like a woman giving birth, I will groan, pant, and gasp all at once. 15 I will devastate mountains and hills And dry up all their vegetation. I will turn rivers into islands* And dry up reedy pools of water. 16 I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know And cause them to tread on unfamiliar paths. I will turn the darkness before them into light And turn the rugged terrain into level land. This is what I will do for them, and I will not abandon them.” 17 They will be turned back and will be utterly put to shame, Those who trust in carved images, Those who say to metal statues:* “You are our gods.” 18 Listen, you who are deaf; Look and see, you who are blind. 19 Who is blind except my servant, So deaf as the messenger I send? Who is so blind as the one rewarded, So blind as the servant of Jehovah? 20 You see many things, but you do not keep watch. You open your ears, but you do not listen. 21 For the sake of his righteousness, Jehovah has taken pleasure in magnifying the law* and making it glorious. 22 But this is a people plundered and pillaged; All of them are trapped in the holes and hidden in the prisons. They have been plundered with no one to rescue them, And pillaged with no one to say: “Bring them back!” 23 Who among you will hear this? Who will pay attention and listen for the time to come? 24 Who has given Jacob for pillage And Israel to the plunderers? Is it not Jehovah, the One against whom we sinned? In His ways they refused to walk, And His law* they would not obey. 25 So He kept pouring out on him wrath, His anger and the fury of war. It consumed everything around him, but he paid no attention. It blazed up against him, but he would not take it to heart.

Lit., “days.”
Perhaps these stairs were used to count time, as on a sundial.
Or “composition.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or possibly, “crane.”
Lit., “Be my surety.”
Or “solemnly.”
Or “the bitterness of my soul.”
That is, God’s words and deeds.
Or “my soul.”
Or “removed all my sins from your sight.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “rejoiced over.”
Or “palace.”
Or “palace.”
Or “palace.”
Or “palace.”
Or “truth.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “Speak consolingly to.”
Or “received double.”
Or “Prepare.”
Or “all humans.”
Or “All humans are.”
Or “spirit.”
Or “will shepherd.”
Or “the proportions.”
The distance between the end of the thumb and the little finger when the hand is spread. See App. B14.
Or possibly, “has comprehended.”
Or “cannot provide sufficient firewood.”
Or “a molten statue.”
Or “sphere.”
Or “rulers.”
Or “cannot be fathomed.”
Or “dynamic energy.”
Or “Keep silence before me.”
Or “from the east.”
That is, to serve Him.
Lit., “seed.”
That is, defenseless and lowly.
Lit., “first.”
Or “apply our heart.”
Or “from the east.”
Or “deputy rulers.”
Or “something nonexistent.”
Or “molten statues.”
Or “my soul has.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”
Or “coastlands.”
Or “molten statues.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “instruction.”


^ (Isa. 40:6-17) Listen! Someone is saying: “Call out!” Another asks: “What should I call out?” “All flesh is* green grass. All their loyal love is like the blossom of the field.  7 The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, Because the breath* of Jehovah blows upon it. Surely the people are but green grass.  8 The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”  9 Go up onto a high mountain, You woman bringing good news for Zion. Raise your voice with power, You woman bringing good news for Jerusalem. Raise it, do not be afraid. Announce to the cities of Judah: “Here is your God.” 10 Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah will come with power, And his arm will rule for him. Look! His reward is with him, And the wage he pays is before him. 11 Like a shepherd he will care for* his flock. With his arm he will gather together the lambs, And in his bosom he will carry them. He will gently lead those nursing their young. 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand And taken the measurements* of the heavens with a span of his hand?* Who has gathered in a measure the dust of the earth Or weighed the mountains in the balances And the hills in the scales? 13 Who has taken the measurements of* the spirit of Jehovah, And who can instruct him as his adviser? 14 With whom did he consult to gain understanding, Or who teaches him in the path of justice, Or teaches him knowledge, Or shows him the way of true understanding? 15 Look! The nations are like a drop from a bucket, And as the film of dust on the scales they are regarded. Look! He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 16 Even Lebʹa·non is not sufficient to keep a fire burning,* And its wild animals are not sufficient for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as something nonexistent in front of him; He regards them as nothing, as an unreality.

Or “All humans are.”
Or “spirit.”
Or “will shepherd.”
Or “the proportions.”
The distance between the end of the thumb and the little finger when the hand is spread. See App. B14.
Or possibly, “has comprehended.”
Or “cannot provide sufficient firewood.”





^ ***sjj song 114 “Exercise Patience”***
SONG 114
“Exercise Patience”
(James 5:8)
1. Our Sov’reign Lord Jehovah
Is zealous for his holy name.
He fervently desires
To clear it from unrighteous blame.
Through many generations,
Great endurance he has shown;
In loving, kindly patience,
Not weary has he grown.
His will is that salvation
All sorts of people might attain.
Long-lasting, loving patience
By God will not have been in vain.
2. The quality of patience
Will help us on our godly path.
It lets our heart be tranquil,
Protects us from unrighteous wrath.
It finds the good in others,
Always hoping for the best.
It helps us keep our balance
In times when we’re distressed.
Along with other virtues
That holy spirit can bestow,
Our patience will assist us
To imitate the God we know.
(See also Ex. 34:14; Isa. 40:28; 1 Cor. 13:4, 7; 1 Tim. 2:4.)



^ ***ip-1 pp. 409-411 “Comfort My People”***
“Who Has Created These Things?”
23 There is yet another reason why the Jewish exiles can take heart. The One who promises deliverance is the Creator of all things and the Source of all dynamic energy. To stress his astounding capacity, Jehovah calls attention to his ability manifest in creation: “‘To whom can you people liken me so that I should be made his equal?’ says the Holy One. ‘Raise your eyes high up and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who is bringing forth the army of them even by number, all of whom he calls even by name. Due to the abundance of dynamic energy, he also being vigorous in power, not one of them is missing.’”—Isaiah 40:25, 26.
24 The Holy One of Israel is speaking for himself. To show that he is without equal, Jehovah directs attention to the stars of the heavens. Like a military commander able to marshal his troops, Jehovah is in command of the stars. If he were to muster them, ‘not one of them would be missing.’ Though the number of the stars is great, he calls each one by name, either an individual name or a namelike designation. Like obedient soldiers, they keep their place and observe proper order, for their Leader has an abundance of “dynamic energy” and is “vigorous in power.” Therefore, the Jewish exiles have reason for confidence. The Creator, who commands the stars, has the power to support his servants.
25 Who of us can resist the divine invitation recorded at Isaiah 40:26: “Raise your eyes high up and see”? The discoveries of modern-day astronomers have shown that the starry heavens are even more awe-inspiring than they appeared to be in Isaiah’s day. Astronomers who peer into the heavens with their powerful telescopes estimate that the observable universe contains as many as 125 billion galaxies. Why, just one of these—the Milky Way galaxy—contains, according to some estimates, over 100 billion stars! Such knowledge should awaken in our hearts reverence for our Creator and complete trust in his word of promise.



^ ***ip-1 p. 413 “Comfort My People”***
27 Isaiah records Jehovah’s words describing the feelings of the exiles in Babylon, hundreds of miles from their homeland. Some think that their “way”—the hard course of their life—is unseen or unknown by their God. They think that Jehovah is indifferent to the injustices they suffer. They are reminded of things that they should know, if not from personal experience, then at least from information that has been handed down. Jehovah is able and willing to deliver his people. He is the eternal God and the Creator of the entire earth. Hence, he still possesses the power he displayed in creation, and not even mighty Babylon is beyond his reach. Such a God cannot grow tired and fail his people. They ought not to expect to be able fully to grasp Jehovah’s doings, for his understanding—or insight, discernment, and perception—is beyond their comprehension.



^ ***ip-1 pp. 413-415 “Comfort My People”***
29 When speaking of the need to give to the tired one power, Jehovah may have in mind the arduous journey that the exiles will have to make in order to return home. Jehovah reminds his people that it is characteristic of him to come to the aid of weary ones who look to him for support. Even the most vibrant of humans—“boys” and “young men”—may be worn down by fatigue and stumble from exhaustion. Yet, Jehovah promises to give power—unwearied power to run and to walk—to those who are trusting in him. The seemingly effortless flight of the eagle, a powerful bird that can soar for hours at a time, is used to illustrate how Jehovah empowers his servants. With prospects of such divine support, the Jewish exiles have no cause for despair.
30 These closing verses of Isaiah chapter 40 contain words of comfort for true Christians living in the last days of this wicked system. With so many pressures and problems that tend to dishearten, it is reassuring to know that the hardships we endure and the injustices we suffer do not go unnoticed by our God. We can be sure that the Creator of all things, the One whose “understanding is beyond recounting,” will correct all injustices in his own time and way. (Psalm 147:5, 6) Meanwhile, we need not endure in our own strength. Jehovah, whose resources are inexhaustible, can impart power—even “power beyond what is normal”—to his servants in times of trial.—2 Corinthians 4:7.
31 Think of those Jewish captives in Babylon in the sixth century B.C.E. Hundreds of miles away, their beloved Jerusalem lay desolate, its temple in ruins. For them, Isaiah’s prophecy contained a comforting promise of light and hope—Jehovah would restore them to their homeland! In 537 B.C.E., Jehovah led his people home, proving that he is the Fulfiller of promises. We too can have absolute confidence in Jehovah. His Kingdom promises, which are so beautifully expressed in Isaiah’s prophecy, will become a reality. That is indeed good news—a message of light for all mankind!



^ ***w03 7/1 pp. 17-18 “God Is Love”***
17 In a moving song of gratitude that Hezekiah composed after he was spared from a deadly sickness, he said to Jehovah: “You have thrown behind your back all my sins.” (Isaiah 38:17) Jehovah is here portrayed as taking the sins of a repentant wrongdoer and throwing them behind Him where He neither sees them nor takes notice of them anymore. According to one reference work, the idea conveyed may be expressed: “You have made [my sins] as if they had not happened.” Is that not comforting?



^ ***w15 2/15 p. 8 Imitate Jesus’ Humility and Tenderness***
13 His tender words. Jesus’ tender heart moved him to speak tenderly to others, especially to the downtrodden. The apostle Matthew applied to Jesus these words of Isaiah: “No crushed reed will he break, and no smoldering wick will he extinguish.” (Isa. 42:3; Matt. 12:20) Jesus spoke in a way that lifted the spirits of those who were figuratively like a bruised reed or the wick of an oil lamp about to go out. He preached a message of hope “to bind up the brokenhearted.” (Isa. 61:1) He invited those who were “toiling and loaded down” to come to him, reassuring them that they would “find refreshment” for themselves. (Matt. 11:28-30) He assured his followers that God had tender concern for each of His worshippers, including the “little ones”—those who may seem unimportant from the standpoint of the world.—Matt. 18:12-14; Luke 12:6, 7.



^ ***lv pp. 38-39 Why Respect Authority?***
6 The best reasons to respect authority spring from love—our love for Jehovah, for our fellow man, and even for ourselves. Because we love Jehovah above all else, we want to make his heart rejoice. (Read Proverbs 27:11; Mark 12:29, 30.) We know that his sovereignty, his right to rule the universe, has been challenged on earth ever since the rebellion in Eden and that the majority of mankind have sided with Satan and rejected Jehovah’s rule. We are thrilled to take the opposite stand. When we read the majestic words of Revelation 4:11, they strike a chord in our heart. How clear it is to us that Jehovah is the rightful Ruler of the universe! We embrace Jehovah’s sovereignty, accepting his rule in our day-to-day life.
7 Such respect means obedience and more. We obey Jehovah readily because we love him. However, there are bound to be times when obedience will be very difficult for us. At such times we, like that little boy described at the outset, will need to learn submission. We recall that Jesus submitted to his Father’s will even when doing so could seem very challenging. “Let, not my will, but yours take place,” he said to his Father.—Luke 22:42.



^ ***sjj song 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One***
SONG 44
A Prayer of the Lowly One
(Psalm 4:1)
1. Jehovah God, I call to you and ask you:
“Hear my prayer.”
My wounds are deep and slow to heal;
my load is hard to bear.
Despondent thoughts and disappointed hopes
have left me weak.
O God of comfort, care for me;
your favor I do seek.
(CHORUS)
Do raise me up; help me endure.
When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.
From deep despair, I turn to you.
Jehovah God, my strength renew.
2. Your Word has been my comfort and
a refuge when I’m weak,
Expressing feelings dear to me
in words I cannot speak.
Please build in me the faith and trust
that your Word does impart.
And help me always know your love
is greater than my heart.
(CHORUS)
Do raise me up; help me endure.
When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.
From deep despair, I turn to you.
Jehovah God, my strength renew.
(See also Ps. 42:6; 119:28; Rom. 8:26; 2 Cor. 4:16; 1 John 3:20.)



^ ***kr pp. 71-74 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
10 During 1914, the “Photo-Drama” was shown in 80 cities each day. Almost eight million people in the United States and Canada saw the presentation. That same year, the “Photo-Drama” was shown in Australia, Britain, Denmark, Finland, Germany, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland. A simplified version of the production, one that did not include the motion pictures, was assembled for use in smaller towns. That version—the “Eureka Drama”—was cheaper to produce and easier to transport. By 1916, either the “Photo-Drama” or the “Eureka Drama” had been translated into Armenian, Dano-Norwegian, French, German, Greek, Italian, Polish, Spanish, and Swedish.
11 The French translation of the “Photo-Drama” had a great impact on an 18-year-old named Charles Rohner. “It was presented in my town—Colmar, Alsace, France,” says Charles. “From the very outset, I was impressed by the clear presentation of Bible truth.”
12 As a result, Charles was baptized and in 1922 entered full-time service. One of his first assignments was to help present the “Photo-Drama” to audiences in France. Describing this work, Charles says: “I was assigned several jobs—to play the violin, to be the accounts servant, and to be the literature servant. I was also asked to quiet the audience before the program began. During intermission, we presented literature. We assigned each brother or sister a section of the hall. Each one had an armful of literature and approached every person in the section. In addition, at the entrance to the hall, we had tables full of literature.” In 1925, Charles was invited to serve at Bethel in Brooklyn, New York. There he was assigned to conduct an orchestra for the newly established radio station WBBR. After considering the example of Brother Rohner, we could ask ourselves, ‘Am I willing to accept whatever assignments I am given to help spread the Kingdom message?’—Read Isaiah 6:8.
13 Radio. In the 1920’s, the work with the “Photo-Drama” began to wind down, but radio emerged as a significant way to spread the good news of the Kingdom. On April 16, 1922, Brother Rutherford gave his first radio broadcast from the Metropolitan Opera House in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. An estimated 50,000 people heard the talk “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” Then, in 1923, came the first broadcast of a convention session. In addition to using commercial stations, those taking the lead decided that it would be wise for us to build our own station, which was built on Staten Island, New York, and registered as WBBR. The initial broadcast was aired on February 24, 1924.
14 Explaining the purpose of WBBR, The Watch Tower of December 1, 1924, said: “We believe that the radio is the most economical and effective way of spreading the message of the truth that has yet been used.” It then added: “If the Lord sees fit to build other radio stations for the spreading of the truth, he will provide the money in his own good way.” (Ps. 127:1) By 1926, Jehovah’s people owned six radio stations. Two were located in the United States—WBBR in New York and WORD near Chicago. The other four were in Canada, located in Alberta, British Columbia, Ontario, and Saskatchewan.
15 This wide broadcasting of Bible truth did not go unnoticed by the clergy of Christendom. Albert Hoffman, who was familiar with the work done at the radio station in Saskatchewan, Canada, said: “More and more people began to know of the Bible Students [as Jehovah’s Witnesses were then called]. A wonderful witness was given until 1928, when the clergy put pressure on officials and all the stations in Canada run by the Bible Students lost their licenses.”
16 Despite the closure of our radio stations in Canada, Bible lectures continued to be transmitted on commercial stations. (Matt. 10:23) To boost the effectiveness of those programs, The Watch Tower and The Golden Age (now called Awake!) carried a list of commercial stations that broadcast Bible truth so that publishers calling from door to door could encourage people to listen to the lectures on their local stations. With what impact? The Bulletin of January 1931 says: “The radio work has been a real stimulus to the friends in their canvassing from door to door. Many reports have come to the office telling us that persons have listened in and, because of hearing the lectures given by Brother Rutherford, were very ready to take the books offered to them.” The Bulletin described the radio broadcasts and the house-to-house work as “the two great publicity branches of the Lord’s organization.”
17 During the 1930’s, opposition mounted against our use of commercial radio stations. So in late 1937, Jehovah’s people adapted to the changing circumstances. They withdrew from commercial broadcasting and focused even more on the house-to-house ministry. Nevertheless, radio continued to play an important role in spreading the Kingdom message in some remote or politically isolated parts of the world. For example, from 1951 to 1991, a station in West Berlin, Germany, regularly broadcast Bible discourses so that those living in parts of what was then East Germany could hear the Kingdom message. Starting in 1961 and for more than three decades afterward, a national radio station in Suriname, South America, broadcast a weekly 15-minute program that spread Bible truths. From 1969 to 1977, the organization produced more than 350 recorded radio programs in the series “All Scripture Is Beneficial.” In the United States, 291 radio stations, in 48 states, carried the programs. In 1996, a radio station in Apia, the capital city of the South Pacific nation of Samoa, transmitted a weekly program entitled “Answers to Your Bible Questions.”
18 As the 20th century drew to a close, radio no longer played a primary role in spreading the good news. However, another technology emerged that made it possible to reach an audience of unprecedented size.



^ ***kr p. 73 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
PROGRAMS ON WBBR
WBBR broadcast Bible lectures and music. It also carried such programs as “Watching the World.” For this, brothers in the newsroom gathered reports from international news services. Another program had the title “A Young Minister Speaks.” Yet another was called “Home Bible Study Time.” In this program, Witnesses portrayed a model family Bible study. WBBR also broadcast Bible dramas and reenactments of recent court trials involving Jehovah’s people. Those reenactments exposed the clergy as promoters of opposition and turned the spotlight on prejudiced judges.



^ ***kr p. 73 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
A MOMENTOUS CONVENTION
The year 1931 saw what was at the time the most extensive radio chain broadcast ever to air. A portion of the momentous convention held July 24-30 in Columbus, Ohio, U.S.A., was transmitted via more than 450 radio stations in Australia, Canada, Europe, and the United States. At this convention we adopted the name Jehovah’s Witnesses.



^ ***sjj song 10 Praise Jehovah Our God!***
SONG 10
Praise Jehovah Our God!
(Psalm 145:12)
1. Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!
Make his glorious name known to all!
Sound alarm, For his day is near,
Help all people hear his warning call.
Jehovah decreed that now is the time
For his Firstborn to rule as King.
Reach out to all people, tell them the news,
Tell what blessings our God will bring!
(CHORUS)
Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!
Make his greatness known in all the earth!
2. Praise our God! Sing it loud and clear!
With a joyful song, laud his name!
From the heart, From a grateful heart,
All his glory boldly we proclaim.
Though grand is our God and great are his works,
He is humble and good to all.
Our merciful Father knows what we need;
He responds when he hears our call.
(CHORUS)
Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!
Make his greatness known in all the earth!
(See also Ps. 89:27; 105:1; Jer. 33:11.)









^ (Isa. 38:1-42:25) In those days Hez·e·kiʹah became sick and was at the point of death. The prophet Isaiah the son of Aʹmoz came and said to him, “This is what Jehovah says: ‘Give instructions to your household, for you will die; you will not recover.’” 2 At that Hez·e·kiʹah turned his face to the wall and began to pray to Jehovah: 3 “I beg you, O Jehovah, remember, please, how I have walked before you faithfully and with a complete heart, and I have done what was good in your eyes.” And Hez·e·kiʹah began to weep profusely. 4 Then the word of Jehovah came to Isaiah, saying: 5 “Go back and say to Hez·e·kiʹah, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of David your forefather says: “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. Here I am adding 15 years to your life,* 6 and I will rescue you and this city out of the hand of the king of As·syrʹi·a, and I will defend this city. 7 This is the sign from Jehovah to show you that Jehovah will carry out the word that he has spoken: 8 Here I will make the declining shadow of the sun on the stairway* of Aʹhaz go back ten steps.”’” So the sun went back ten steps on the stairway that it had already descended. 9 A writing* of King Hez·e·kiʹah of Judah when he became sick and recovered from his sickness. 10 I said: “In the middle of my life I must go into the gates of the Grave.* I will be deprived of my remaining years.” 11 I said: “I will not see Jah,* Jah in the land of the living. I will look no more on mankind When I am with the inhabitants of the place where everything ceases. 12 My own dwelling has been pulled out and removed from me Like the tent of a shepherd. I have rolled up my life like a loom worker; He cuts me off like the threads of the warp. From daylight to nightfall you keep bringing me to an end. 13 I calm myself until the morning. Like a lion, he keeps breaking all my bones; From daylight to nightfall you keep bringing me to an end. 14 Like the swift or the thrush,* so I keep chirping; I keep cooing like the dove. My eyes look wearily to the height: ‘O Jehovah, I am in great distress; Be my support!’* 15 What can I say? He has spoken to me and acted. I will walk humbly* all my years Because of my bitter distress.* 16 ‘O Jehovah, by these things* every man lives, And in them is the life of my spirit. You will restore me to health and preserve me alive. 17 Look! Instead of peace, I had great bitterness; But in your fondness for me,* You preserved me from the pit of destruction. You have thrown all my sins behind your back.* 18 For the Grave* cannot glorify you, Death cannot praise you. Those who go down into the pit cannot hope for your faithfulness. 19 The living, the living can praise you, Just as I can this day. A father can give his sons knowledge about your faithfulness. 20 O Jehovah, save me, And we will play my songs on stringed instruments All the days of our life at the house of Jehovah.’” 21 Isaiah then said: “Bring a cake of pressed dried figs and apply it to the boil, so that he may recover.” 22 Hez·e·kiʹah had asked: “What is the sign that I will go up to the house of Jehovah?” 
39 At that time the king of Babylon, Merʹo·dach-balʹa·dan son of Balʹa·dan, sent letters and a gift to Hez·e·kiʹah, for he had heard that he had been sick and had recovered. 2 Hez·e·kiʹah gladly welcomed* them and showed them his treasure-house—the silver, the gold, the balsam oil and other precious oil, his whole armory, and everything that was to be found in his treasuries. There was nothing that Hez·e·kiʹah did not show them in his own house* and in all his dominion. 3 After that Isaiah the prophet came in to King Hez·e·kiʹah and asked him: “What did these men say, and where did they come from?” So Hez·e·kiʹah said: “They came from a distant land, from Babylon.” 4 Next he asked: “What did they see in your house?”* Hez·e·kiʹah replied: “They saw everything in my house.* There was nothing that I did not show them in my treasuries.” 5 Isaiah now said to Hez·e·kiʹah: “Hear the word of Jehovah of armies, 6 ‘Look! Days are coming, and all that is in your house* and all that your forefathers have stored up to this day will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing will be left,’ says Jehovah. 7 ‘And some of your own sons to whom you will become father will be taken and will become court officials in the palace of the king of Babylon.’” 8 At that Hez·e·kiʹah said to Isaiah: “The word of Jehovah that you have spoken is good.” Then he added: “Because there will be peace and stability* during my lifetime.”* 
40 “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God.  2 “Speak to the heart of* Jerusalem, And proclaim to her that her compulsory service has been fulfilled, That her guilt has been paid off. From the hand of Jehovah she has received a full amount* for all her sins.”  3 A voice of one calling out in the wilderness: “Clear up* the way of Jehovah! Make a straight highway through the desert for our God.  4 Let every valley be raised up, And every mountain and hill be made low. The rough ground must become level, And the rugged ground a valley plain.  5 The glory of Jehovah will be revealed, And all flesh* will see it together, For the mouth of Jehovah has spoken.”  6 Listen! Someone is saying: “Call out!” Another asks: “What should I call out?” “All flesh is* green grass. All their loyal love is like the blossom of the field.  7 The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, Because the breath* of Jehovah blows upon it. Surely the people are but green grass.  8 The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”  9 Go up onto a high mountain, You woman bringing good news for Zion. Raise your voice with power, You woman bringing good news for Jerusalem. Raise it, do not be afraid. Announce to the cities of Judah: “Here is your God.” 10 Look! The Sovereign Lord Jehovah will come with power, And his arm will rule for him. Look! His reward is with him, And the wage he pays is before him. 11 Like a shepherd he will care for* his flock. With his arm he will gather together the lambs, And in his bosom he will carry them. He will gently lead those nursing their young. 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand And taken the measurements* of the heavens with a span of his hand?* Who has gathered in a measure the dust of the earth Or weighed the mountains in the balances And the hills in the scales? 13 Who has taken the measurements of* the spirit of Jehovah, And who can instruct him as his adviser? 14 With whom did he consult to gain understanding, Or who teaches him in the path of justice, Or teaches him knowledge, Or shows him the way of true understanding? 15 Look! The nations are like a drop from a bucket, And as the film of dust on the scales they are regarded. Look! He lifts up the islands like fine dust. 16 Even Lebʹa·non is not sufficient to keep a fire burning,* And its wild animals are not sufficient for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as something nonexistent in front of him; He regards them as nothing, as an unreality. 18 To whom can you compare God? What likeness can you put next to him? 19 The craftsman casts an idol,* The metalworker overlays it with gold, And he forges silver chains. 20 He chooses a tree for his contribution, A tree that will not rot. He searches for a skilled craftsman To prepare a carved image that will not topple over. 21 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told to you from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22 There is One who dwells above the circle* of the earth, And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers. He is stretching out the heavens like a fine gauze, And he spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. 23 He reduces high officials to nothing And makes the judges* of the earth an unreality. 24 They are hardly planted, They are hardly sown, Their stem has hardly taken root in the earth, And they are blown on and dry up, And the wind carries them away like stubble. 25 “To whom can you liken me to make me his equal?” says the Holy One. 26 “Lift up your eyes to heaven and see. Who has created these things? It is the One who brings out their army by number; He calls them all by name. Because of his vast dynamic energy and his awe-inspiring power, Not one of them is missing. 27 Why do you say, O Jacob, and why do you declare, O Israel, ‘My way is hidden from Jehovah, And I receive no justice from God’? 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, is a God for all eternity. He never tires out or grows weary. His understanding is unsearchable.* 29 He gives power to the tired one And full might to those lacking strength.* 30 Boys will tire out and grow weary, And young men will stumble and fall, 31 But those hoping in Jehovah will regain power. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary; They will walk and not tire out.” 
41 “Listen to me in silence,* you islands; Let the nations regain their strength. Let them approach; then let them speak. Let us come together for judgment.  2 Who has raised up someone from the sunrise,* Calling him in righteousness to His feet,* To hand over nations to him And to make him subdue kings? Who reduces them to dust before his sword, Like windblown stubble before his bow?  3 He pursues them, passing along unhindered Over paths that his feet have not traveled.  4 Who has acted and done this, Summoning the generations from the beginning? I, Jehovah, am the First One; And with the last ones I am the same.”  5 The islands have seen it and have become afraid. The ends of the earth began to tremble. They draw near and come forward.  6 Each one helps his companion And says to his brother: “Be strong.”  7 So the craftsman strengthens the metalworker; The one who flattens with the forge hammer Strengthens the one hammering at the anvil. He says about the soldering: “It is good.” Then it is fastened with nails so that it will not topple over.  8 “But you, O Israel, are my servant, You, O Jacob, whom I have chosen, The offspring* of Abraham my friend,  9 You, whom I took from the ends of the earth, And you, whom I called from its most distant parts. I said to you, ‘You are my servant; I have chosen you; I have not rejected you. 10 Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’ 11 Look! All those getting enraged against you will be put to shame and humiliated. Those who fight with you will be brought to nothing and perish. 12 You will search for men who struggle with you, but you will not find them; The men at war with you will become as something nonexistent, as nothing at all. 13 For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’ 14 Do not be afraid, you worm* Jacob, You men of Israel, I will help you,” declares Jehovah, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel. 15 “Look! I have made you a threshing sledge, A new threshing instrument with double-edged teeth. You will tread down the mountains and crush them And make the hills like chaff. 16 You will winnow them, And the wind will carry them away; A windstorm will scatter them. You will be joyful in Jehovah, And you will boast in the Holy One of Israel.” 17 “The needy and the poor are seeking water, but there is none. Their tongue is dry from thirst. I, Jehovah, will answer them. I, the God of Israel, will not abandon them. 18 I will make rivers flow on the bare hills And springs in the valley plains. I will turn the wilderness into a reedy pool of water And the waterless land into springs of water. 19 In the desert I will plant the cedar tree, The acacia and the myrtle and the pine tree. In the desert plain I will plant the juniper tree, Together with the ash and the cypress tree, 20 So that all people may see and know And pay attention and understand That the hand of Jehovah has done this, And the Holy One of Israel has created it.” 21 “Present your case,” says Jehovah. “Produce your arguments,” says the King of Jacob. 22 “Produce evidence and tell us the things that will happen. Do tell us about the former* things, So that we may reflect on them* and know their outcome. Or declare to us the things that are coming. 23 Tell us what will happen in the future, So that we may know that you are gods. Yes, do something, good or bad, So that we may be amazed when we see it. 24 Look! You are something nonexistent, And your achievement is nothing. Anyone who chooses you is detestable. 25 I have raised up someone from the north, and he will come, One from the rising of the sun* who will call on my name. He will trample rulers* as if they were clay, Like a potter who treads moist clay. 26 Who told about this from the beginning, so that we could know, Or from times past, so that we could say, ‘He is right’? Indeed, no one announced it! No one declared it! No one heard anything from you!” 27 I was the first to say to Zion: “Look! Here they are!” And to Jerusalem I will send a bearer of good news. 28 But I kept looking, and there was no one; There was not one among them to give advice. And I kept asking them to reply. 29 Look! All of them are a delusion.* Their works are nothing. Their metal images* are wind and unreality. 
42 Look! My servant, whom I support! My chosen one, whom I have* approved! I have put my spirit in him; He will bring justice to the nations.  2 He will not cry out or raise his voice, And he will not make his voice heard in the street.  3 No crushed reed will he break, And no smoldering wick will he extinguish. In faithfulness he will bring justice.  4 He will not grow dim or be crushed until he establishes justice in the earth; And the islands keep waiting for his law.*  5 This is what the true God, Jehovah, says, The Creator of the heavens and the Grand One who stretched them out, The One who spread out the earth and its produce, The One who gives breath to the people on it And spirit to those who walk on it:  6 “I, Jehovah, have called you in righteousness; I have taken hold of your hand. I will safeguard you and give you as a covenant for the people And as a light of the nations,  7 For you to open the blind eyes, To bring the prisoner out of the dungeon And those sitting in darkness out of the prison.  8 I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.  9 See, the first things have come to pass; Now I am declaring new things. Before they spring up, I tell you about them.” 10 Sing to Jehovah a new song, His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go down to the sea and all that fills it, You islands and their inhabitants. 11 Let the wilderness and its cities raise their voice, The settlements where Keʹdar dwells. Let the inhabitants of the crag shout joyfully; Let them cry out from the top of the mountains. 12 Let them attribute glory to Jehovah And declare his praise in the islands. 13 Jehovah will go out like a mighty man. He will awaken his zeal like a warrior. He will shout, yes, he will let out a war cry; He will show himself mightier than his enemies. 14 “I have kept quiet for a long time. I remained silent and restrained myself. Like a woman giving birth, I will groan, pant, and gasp all at once. 15 I will devastate mountains and hills And dry up all their vegetation. I will turn rivers into islands* And dry up reedy pools of water. 16 I will lead the blind in a way that they do not know And cause them to tread on unfamiliar paths. I will turn the darkness before them into light And turn the rugged terrain into level land. This is what I will do for them, and I will not abandon them.” 17 They will be turned back and will be utterly put to shame, Those who trust in carved images, Those who say to metal statues:* “You are our gods.” 18 Listen, you who are deaf; Look and see, you who are blind. 19 Who is blind except my servant, So deaf as the messenger I send? Who is so blind as the one rewarded, So blind as the servant of Jehovah? 20 You see many things, but you do not keep watch. You open your ears, but you do not listen. 21 For the sake of his righteousness, Jehovah has taken pleasure in magnifying the law* and making it glorious. 22 But this is a people plundered and pillaged; All of them are trapped in the holes and hidden in the prisons. They have been plundered with no one to rescue them, And pillaged with no one to say: “Bring them back!” 23 Who among you will hear this? Who will pay attention and listen for the time to come? 24 Who has given Jacob for pillage And Israel to the plunderers? Is it not Jehovah, the One against whom we sinned? In His ways they refused to walk, And His law* they would not obey. 25 So He kept pouring out on him wrath, His anger and the fury of war. It consumed everything around him, but he paid no attention. It blazed up against him, but he would not take it to heart.

Lit., “days.”
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^ (Isa. 43:1-46:13) Now this is what Jehovah says, Your Creator, O Jacob, the One who formed you, O Israel: “Do not be afraid, for I have repurchased you. I have called you by your name. You belong to me.  2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, And through the rivers, they will not flood over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame singe you.  3 For I am Jehovah your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I have given Egypt as a ransom for you, E·thi·oʹpi·a and Seʹba in exchange for you.  4 For you became precious in my eyes, You were honored, and I have loved you. So I will give people in place of you And nations in exchange for your life.*  5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you. I will bring your offspring* from the east And gather you together from the west.  6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ And to the south, ‘Do not hold them back. Bring my sons from afar, and my daughters from the ends of the earth,  7 Everyone who is called by my name And whom I created for my own glory, Whom I have formed and made.’  8 Bring out a people who are blind, though they have eyes, And who are deaf, though they have ears.  9 Let all the nations assemble in one place, And let the peoples be gathered together. Who among them can tell this? Or can they cause us to hear the first things?* Let them present their witnesses to prove themselves right, Or let them hear and say, ‘It is the truth!’” 10 “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God. 13 Also, I am always the same One; And no one can snatch anything out of my hand. When I act, who can prevent it?” 14 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “For your sakes I will send to Babylon and bring down all the bars of the gates, And the Chal·deʹans, in their ships, will cry out in distress. 15 I am Jehovah, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.” 16 This is what Jehovah says, The One making a way through the sea And a path even through turbulent waters, 17 The One who draws out the war chariot and the horse, The army together with the mighty warriors: “They will lie down and not get up. They will be extinguished, snuffed out like a burning wick.” 18 “Do not remember the former things, And do not dwell on the past. 19 Look! I am doing something new; Even now it is springing up. Do you not recognize it? I will make a way through the wilderness And rivers through the desert. 20 The wild beast of the field will honor me, The jackals and the ostriches, For I provide water in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert, For my people, my chosen one, to drink, 21 The people whom I formed for myself So that they might declare my praise. 22 But you have not called on me, O Jacob, Because you grew weary of me, O Israel. 23 You have not brought me sheep for your whole burnt offerings Or glorified me with your sacrifices. I have not compelled you to bring me a gift, Nor have I made you weary by demanding frankincense. 24 You did not buy me sweet cane* with your money, And with the fat of your sacrifices you did not satisfy me. Instead, you have burdened me with your sins And made me weary with your errors. 25 I, I am the One who is blotting out your transgressions* for my own sake, And I will not remember your sins. 26 Remind me; let us bring our case against each other; Tell your side of it to prove you are in the right. 27 Your first forefather sinned, And your own spokesmen* have rebelled against me. 28 So I will profane the princes of the holy place, And I will give Jacob over to destruction And subject Israel to insulting words. 
44 “Now listen, O Jacob my servant, And you, O Israel, whom I have chosen.  2 This is what Jehovah says, Your Maker and the One who formed you, Who has helped you from the womb:* ‘Do not be afraid, my servant Jacob, And you, Jeshʹu·run,* whom I have chosen.  3 For I will pour out water on the thirsty one* And flowing streams on the dry ground. I will pour out my spirit on your offspring* And my blessing on your descendants.  4 And they will spring up as among the green grass, Like poplars by the streams of water.  5 One will say: “I belong to Jehovah.” Another will call himself by the name of Jacob, And yet another will write on his hand: “Belonging to Jehovah.” And he will adopt the name of Israel.’  6 This is what Jehovah says, The King of Israel and his Repurchaser, Jehovah of armies: ‘I am the first and I am the last. There is no God but me.  7 Who is there like me? Let him call out and tell it and prove it to me! From the time I established the people of long ago, Let them tell both the things to come And what will yet happen.  8 Do not be in dread, And do not become paralyzed with fear. Have I not told each of you beforehand and declared it? You are my witnesses. Is there any God but me? No, there is no other Rock; I know of none.’”  9 All who form carved images amount to nothing, And their cherished objects will be of no benefit. As their witnesses, they* see nothing and know nothing, So those who made them will be put to shame. 10 Who would form a god or cast a metal image* That can bring no benefit? 11 Look! All his associates will be put to shame! The craftsmen are mere humans. Let them all assemble and take their stand. They will be terrified and be put to shame together. 12 The metalsmith works the iron over the coals with his tool.* He forms it with hammers, Working it with his powerful arm. Then he grows hungry and his strength fails; He drinks no water and grows tired. 13 The wood-carver stretches the measuring line, tracing out the pattern with red chalk. He works it with a wood scraper and traces it with a compass. He patterns it after a man, With the beauty of a man, To sit in a house.* 14 There is one whose work is to cut down cedars. He selects a certain type of tree, an oak, And he lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a laurel tree, and the rain makes it grow. 15 Then it becomes fuel for a man to make fires. He takes part of it to warm himself; He builds a fire and bakes bread. But he also makes a god and worships it. He makes it into a carved image, and he bows down before it. 16 Half of it he burns up in a fire; With that half he roasts the meat that he eats, and he is satisfied. He also warms himself and says: “Ah! I am warm as I watch the fire.” 17 But the rest of it he makes into a god, into his carved image. He bows down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says: “Save me, for you are my god.” 18 They know nothing, they understand nothing, Because their eyes are sealed shut and they cannot see, And their heart has no insight. 19 No one reflects in his heart Or has knowledge or understanding, saying: “Half of it I burned up in a fire, And on its coals I baked bread and roasted meat to eat. Should I, then, make the rest of it into a detestable thing? Should I worship a block* of wood from a tree?” 20 He feeds on ashes. His own deluded heart has led him astray. He cannot save himself,* nor does he say: “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” 21 “Remember these things, O Jacob, and you, O Israel, For you are my servant. I formed you, and you are my servant. O Israel, I will not forget you. 22 I will blot out your transgressions as with a cloud And your sins as with a thick cloud. Return to me, for I will repurchase you. 23 Shout joyfully, you heavens, For Jehovah has acted! Shout in triumph, you depths of the earth! Shout for joy, you mountains, You forest, and all your trees! For Jehovah has repurchased Jacob, And on Israel he displays his splendor.” 24 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, Who formed you since you were in the womb: “I am Jehovah, who made everything. I stretched out the heavens by myself, And I spread out the earth. Who was with me? 25 I am frustrating the signs of the empty talkers,* And I am the One who makes diviners act like fools; The One confounding the wise men And turning their knowledge into foolishness; 26 The One making the word of his servant come true And completely fulfilling the predictions of his messengers; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhabited,’ And of the cities of Judah, ‘They will be rebuilt, And I will restore her ruins’; 27 The One saying to the deep waters, ‘Be evaporated, And I will dry up all your rivers’; 28 The One saying of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, And he will completely carry out all my will’; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’” 
45 This is what Jehovah says to his anointed one, to Cyrus, Whose right hand I have taken hold of To subdue nations before him, To disarm* kings, To open before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut:  2 “Before you I will go, And the hills I will level. The copper doors I will break in pieces, And the iron bars I will cut down.  3 I will give you the treasures in the darkness And the hidden treasures in the concealed places, So that you may know that I am Jehovah, The God of Israel, who is calling you by your name.  4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and of Israel my chosen one, I am calling you by your name. I am giving you a name of honor, although you did not know me.  5 I am Jehovah, and there is no one else. There is no God except me. I will strengthen* you, although you did not know me,  6 In order that people may know From the rising of the sun to its setting* That there is none besides me. I am Jehovah, and there is no one else.  7 I form light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, Jehovah, am doing all these things.  8 You heavens, rain down from above; Let the clouds pour down righteousness. Let the earth open up and be fruitful with salvation, And let it cause righteousness to spring up at the same time. I, Jehovah, have created it.”  9 Woe to the one who contends* with his Maker,* For he is just an earthenware fragment Among the other earthenware fragments lying on the ground! Should the clay say to the Potter:* “What are you making?” Or should your work say: “He has no hands”?* 10 Woe to the one who says to a father: “What do you become father to?” And to a woman: “What are you giving birth to?”* 11 This is what Jehovah says, the Holy One of Israel, the One who formed him: “Would you question me about the things coming And command me about my sons and the works of my hands? 12 I made the earth and created man on it. I stretched out the heavens with my own hands, And I give orders to all their army.” 13 “I have raised up a man in righteousness, And I will make all his ways straight. He is the one who will build my city And set my exiles free without a price or a bribe,” says Jehovah of armies. 14 This is what Jehovah says: “The profit* of Egypt and the merchandise* of E·thi·oʹpi·a and the Sa·beʹans, tall of stature, Will come over to you and become yours. They will walk behind you in chains. They will come over and bow down to you. To you they will say in prayer, ‘Surely God is with you, And there is no one else; there is no other God.’” 15 Truly you are a God who conceals himself, O God of Israel, the Savior. 16 They will all be put to shame and be humiliated; The makers of idols will all go off in disgrace. 17 But Israel will be saved by Jehovah with an everlasting salvation. You will not be put to shame or disgraced for all eternity. 18 For this is what Jehovah says, The Creator of the heavens, the true God, The One who formed the earth, its Maker who firmly established it, Who did not create it simply for nothing,* but formed it to be inhabited: “I am Jehovah, and there is no one else. 19 I did not speak in a concealed place, in a land of darkness; I did not say to the offspring* of Jacob, ‘Seek me simply for nothing.’* I am Jehovah, who speaks what is righteous and declares what is upright. 20 Gather together and come. Approach together, you escapees from the nations. They know nothing, those who carry around carved images And pray to a god that cannot save them. 21 Make your report, present your case. Let them consult together in unity. Who foretold this long ago And declared it from times past? Is it not I, Jehovah? There is no other God but me; A righteous God and a Savior, there is none besides me. 22 Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth, For I am God, and there is no one else. 23 By myself I have sworn; The word has gone out of my mouth in righteousness, And it will not return: To me every knee will bend, Every tongue will swear loyalty 24 And say, ‘Surely in Jehovah are true righteousness and strength. All those enraged against him will come before him in shame. 25 In Jehovah all the offspring* of Israel will prove to be right, And in him they will make their boast.’” 
46 Bel bends down, Neʹbo stoops over. Their idols are loaded on animals, on beasts of burden, Like baggage that burdens the weary animals.  2 They stoop and bend down together; They cannot rescue the loads,* And they themselves* go into captivity.  3 “Listen to me, O house of Jacob, and all you who remain of the house of Israel, You whom I have supported from birth and carried from the womb.  4 Until you grow old I will be the same; Until your hair is gray I will keep bearing you. As I have done, I will carry you and bear you and rescue you.  5 To whom will you liken me or make me equal or compare me, So that we should resemble each other?  6 There are those who lavish gold from their purse; They weigh out the silver on the scale. They hire a metalworker, and he makes it into a god. Then they prostrate themselves, yes, they worship it.*  7 They lift it to their shoulders; They carry it and put it in its place, and it just stands there. It does not move from its place. They cry out to it, but it does not answer; It cannot rescue anyone from distress.  8 Remember this, and take courage. Take it to heart, you transgressors.  9 Remember the former* things of long ago, That I am God,* and there is no other. I am God, and there is no one like me. 10 From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’ 11 I am calling a bird of prey from the sunrise,* From a distant land the man to carry out my decision.* I have spoken, and I will bring it about. I have purposed it, and I will also carry it out. 12 Listen to me, you who are stubborn* of heart, You who are far away from righteousness. 13 I have brought my righteousness near; It is not far away, And my salvation will not delay. I will grant salvation in Zion, my splendor to Israel.”

Or “soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Possibly referring to the first things to come in the future.
Or “and trust me.”
An aromatic reed.
Or “rebellious acts.”
Possibly referring to teachers of the Law.
Or “from birth.”
Meaning “Upright One,” an honorary title for Israel.
Or “thirsty land.”
Lit., “seed.”
That is, the images.
Or “molten statue.”
Or “billhook.”
Or “shrine.”
Or “a dry piece.”
Or “his soul.”
Or “the false prophets.”
Lit., “ungird the hips of.”
Lit., “closely gird.”
Or “From east to west.”
Or “argues.”
Or “with the One who formed him.”
Or “the One who formed it.”
Or possibly, “Or should the clay say: ‘Your work has no handles’?”
Or “What are you in birth pains with?”
Or possibly, “laborers.”
Or possibly, “merchants.”
Or possibly, “to be empty.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”
That is, the idols loaded on the animals.
Or “their souls.”
Lit., “bow down to it.”
Lit., “first.”
Or “the Divine One.”
Or “purpose; counsel.”
Or “east.”
Or “purpose; counsel.”
Lit., “powerful.”


^ (Isa. 46:1-13) Bel bends down, Neʹbo stoops over. Their idols are loaded on animals, on beasts of burden, Like baggage that burdens the weary animals.  2 They stoop and bend down together; They cannot rescue the loads,* And they themselves* go into captivity.  3 “Listen to me, O house of Jacob, and all you who remain of the house of Israel, You whom I have supported from birth and carried from the womb.  4 Until you grow old I will be the same; Until your hair is gray I will keep bearing you. As I have done, I will carry you and bear you and rescue you.  5 To whom will you liken me or make me equal or compare me, So that we should resemble each other?  6 There are those who lavish gold from their purse; They weigh out the silver on the scale. They hire a metalworker, and he makes it into a god. Then they prostrate themselves, yes, they worship it.*  7 They lift it to their shoulders; They carry it and put it in its place, and it just stands there. It does not move from its place. They cry out to it, but it does not answer; It cannot rescue anyone from distress.  8 Remember this, and take courage. Take it to heart, you transgressors.  9 Remember the former* things of long ago, That I am God,* and there is no other. I am God, and there is no one like me. 10 From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’ 11 I am calling a bird of prey from the sunrise,* From a distant land the man to carry out my decision.* I have spoken, and I will bring it about. I have purposed it, and I will also carry it out. 12 Listen to me, you who are stubborn* of heart, You who are far away from righteousness. 13 I have brought my righteousness near; It is not far away, And my salvation will not delay. I will grant salvation in Zion, my splendor to Israel.”

That is, the idols loaded on the animals.
Or “their souls.”
Lit., “bow down to it.”
Lit., “first.”
Or “the Divine One.”
Or “purpose; counsel.”
Or “east.”
Or “purpose; counsel.”
Lit., “powerful.”





^ ***sjj song 55 Fear Them Not!***
SONG 55
Fear Them Not!
(Matthew 10:28)
1. Ever onward, O my people,
Let the Kingdom tidings go.
Tremble not before our foe.
Let all lovers of truth know
That my reigning Son, Christ Jesus,
To the earth has cast the foe,
Soon to bind the Devil, Satan,
Letting all his victims go.
(CHORUS)
Fear them not, O my beloved,
Though their boasting threats may fly.
I will keep my faithful servant
As the apple of my eye.
2. Even though your foes are many,
Though they threaten and revile,
Though they flatter and they smile,
To mislead and to beguile.
Fear them not, my faithful people,
Nor their persecution’s heat,
For I will preserve the faithful
Till the vict’ry is complete.
(CHORUS)
Fear them not, O my beloved,
Though their boasting threats may fly.
I will keep my faithful servant
As the apple of my eye.
3. Never fear you are forgotten;
I am still your strength and shield.
Though you die upon the field,
Even death to me will yield.
Fear them not who kill the body
But cannot destroy the soul.
To the end may you be faithful;
I will bring you to your goal!
(CHORUS)
Fear them not, O my beloved,
Though their boasting threats may fly.
I will keep my faithful servant
As the apple of my eye.
(See also Deut. 32:10; Neh. 4:14; Ps. 59:1; 83:2, 3.)



^ ***ip-2 pp. 71-72 The True God Foretells Deliverance***
22 Uninspired diviners usually dare not be too specific in their predictions for fear that time will prove them wrong. By contrast, through Isaiah, Jehovah reveals the very name of the man he will use to free his people from captivity so that they can go home and rebuild Jerusalem and the temple. His name is Cyrus, and he is known as Cyrus the Great of Persia. Jehovah also gives details of the strategy that Cyrus will use to penetrate Babylon’s massive and elaborate defense system. Babylon will be protected by high walls and by waterways that run through and around the city. Cyrus will turn a main element of that system—the Euphrates River—to his advantage. According to ancient historians Herodotus and Xenophon, at a location upstream from Babylon, Cyrus diverted the waters of the Euphrates until the level of the river dropped low enough for his soldiers to wade through. As far as its ability to protect Babylon is concerned, the mighty Euphrates evaporates.
23 What about the promise that Cyrus will release God’s people and that he will see to it that Jerusalem and the temple will be rebuilt? Cyrus himself, in an official proclamation preserved in the Bible, declares: “This is what Cyrus the king of Persia has said, ‘All the kingdoms of the earth Jehovah the God of the heavens has given me, and he himself has commissioned me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people, may his God prove to be with him. So let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of Jehovah the God of Israel—he is the true God—which was in Jerusalem.’” (Ezra 1:2, 3) Jehovah’s word through Isaiah is completely fulfilled!



^ ***ip-2 pp. 77-78 Jehovah—“A Righteous God and a Savior”***
4 Jehovah, through Isaiah, speaks to Cyrus as if he were alive, although in Isaiah’s day Cyrus has not yet been born. (Romans 4:17) Since Jehovah appoints Cyrus in advance to accomplish a specific task, Cyrus can be said to be God’s “anointed one.” With God leading him, he will subdue nations, rendering kings weak and incapable of resistance. Then, when Cyrus attacks Babylon, Jehovah will see to it that the doors of the city are left open, making them as useless as gates that have been shattered. He will go before Cyrus, smoothing out all obstacles. In the end, Cyrus’ troops will conquer the city and take possession of its “hidden treasures,” its wealth stored in dark vaults. This is what Isaiah foretells. Do his words come true?
5 In the year 539 B.C.E.—some 200 years after Isaiah records this prophecy—Cyrus does indeed arrive at the walls of Babylon to attack the city. (Jeremiah 51:11, 12) The Babylonians, however, are not concerned. They feel that their city is unconquerable. Its towering walls loom over deep moats filled with water from the Euphrates River, which forms part of the city’s defense system. For over a hundred years, no enemy has been able to take Babylon by storm! In fact, Babylon’s ruler in residence, Belshazzar, feels so secure that he feasts with members of his court. (Daniel 5:1) That night—the night of October 5/6—Cyrus completes a brilliant military maneuver.
6 Upstream from Babylon, Cyrus’ engineers have cut through the bank of the Euphrates River, diverting its waters so that they no longer flow southward toward the city. Before long, the water level of the river in and around Babylon falls so low that Cyrus’ troops are able to slosh along the riverbed toward the heart of the city. (Isaiah 44:27; Jeremiah 50:38) Amazingly, just as Isaiah foretold, the gates along the river are open. Cyrus’ forces swarm into Babylon, take the palace, and put King Belshazzar to death. (Daniel 5:30) In one night the conquest is all over. Babylon has fallen, and the prophecy is fulfilled to the letter.



^ ***ip-2 pp. 79-81 Jehovah—“A Righteous God and a Savior”***
Why Jehovah Will Favor Cyrus
8 After stating who will conquer Babylon and how this will be done, Jehovah goes on to explain one reason why Cyrus will be given the victory. Jehovah, prophetically speaking to Cyrus, says that it is “in order that you may know that I am Jehovah, the One calling you by your name, the God of Israel.” (Isaiah 45:3b) It is fitting that the ruler of the fourth world power of Bible history recognizes that his greatest victory comes as a result of the support of one who is greater than he is—Jehovah, the Universal Sovereign. Cyrus should acknowledge that the one who calls, or commissions, him is Jehovah, the God of Israel. The Bible record shows that Cyrus did indeed acknowledge that his great victory came from Jehovah.—Ezra 1:2, 3.
9 Jehovah explains the second reason why he brings Cyrus to conquer Babylon: “For the sake of my servant Jacob and of Israel my chosen one, I even proceeded to call you by your name; I proceeded to give you a name of honor, although you did not know me.” (Isaiah 45:4) Cyrus’ victory over Babylon is earth-shattering. It marks the fall of one world power and the ascent of another, and it leaves its mark on history for generations to come. Yet, those of the nations round about who are anxiously watching events would likely be astounded to know that it all happens for the sake of a few thousand “insignificant” exiles in Babylon—the Jews, descendants of Jacob. In Jehovah’s eyes, however, these survivors of the ancient nation of Israel are far from insignificant. They are his “servant.” Of all the nations of the earth, they are his “chosen one.” Even though Cyrus previously did not know Jehovah, he is used by Jehovah as His anointed one to overthrow the city that refused to give up its captives. It is not God’s purpose that his chosen people languish forever on foreign soil.
10 There is a third, even more important reason why Jehovah uses Cyrus to overthrow Babylon. Jehovah says: “I am Jehovah, and there is no one else. With the exception of me there is no God. I shall closely gird you, although you have not known me, in order that people may know from the rising of the sun and from its setting that there is none besides me. I am Jehovah, and there is no one else.” (Isaiah 45:5, 6) Yes, the fall of the Babylonian World Power is a demonstration of Jehovah’s Godship, proof to everyone that he alone is worthy of worship. Because God’s people are released, individuals from many nations—from east to west—will come to acknowledge that Jehovah is the only true God.—Malachi 1:11.



^ ***w14 11/15 pp. 21-22 “The People Whose God Is Jehovah”***
A NATION OF WITNESSES
14 The Israelites worshipped their God, Jehovah, whereas the other nations worshipped their own deities. At the time of the prophet Isaiah, Jehovah compared the world situation to that of a court trial. He challenged the gods of the nations to produce witnesses to confirm their divinity, declaring: “Let all the nations assemble in one place, and let the peoples be gathered together. Who [of their gods] among them can tell this? Or can they cause us to hear the first things? Let them present their witnesses to prove themselves right, or let them hear and say, ‘It is the truth!’”—Isa. 43:9.
15 The gods of the nations were unable to produce any evidence of their godship. They were mere idols that were speechless and that needed to be carried around. (Isa. 46:5-7) On the other hand, Jehovah told his people Israel: “You are my witnesses, . . . yes, my servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and have faith in me and understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, and after me there has been none. I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior. . . . So you are my witnesses, . . . and I am God.”—Isa. 43:10-12.
16 In what would amount to a universal court case over the issue “Who is the Supreme God?,” Jehovah’s chosen people were to attest loud and clear that Jehovah is the one true God. He called them “the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.” (Isa. 43:21) They were the people who bore his name. Redeemed from Egypt by Jehovah, they were under a moral obligation to support his sovereignty before the other peoples of the earth. In effect, their stance was to be like that later set forth for God’s present-day people by the prophet Micah: “All the peoples will walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God forever and ever.”—Mic. 4:5.



^ ***ip-2 p. 60 “You Are My Witnesses”!***
24 Notice, though, that the resulting divine mercy will not simply be because of Israel’s contrition; it will be for Jehovah’s own sake. Yes, his name is involved. Were he to abandon Israel to permanent exile, his own name would be reproached by onlookers. (Psalm 79:9; Ezekiel 20:8-10) Likewise today, the salvation of humans is secondary to the sanctification of Jehovah’s name and the vindication of his sovereignty. Nonetheless, Jehovah loves those who accept his discipline without reservation and who worship him with spirit and truth. He demonstrates his love for these ones—whether anointed or other sheep—by wiping out their transgressions on the basis of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.—John 3:16; 4:23, 24.



^ ***jl lesson 4 Why Have We Produced the New World Translation?***
LESSON 4
Why Have We Produced the New World Translation?
For decades, Jehovah’s Witnesses used, printed, and distributed various versions of the Bible. But then we saw the need to produce a new translation that would better help people to learn the “accurate knowledge of truth,” which is God’s will for everyone. (1 Timothy 2:3, 4) Thus, in 1950 we began to release portions of our modern-language Bible, the New World Translation. This Bible has been faithfully and accurately translated into over 130 languages.
A Bible was needed that was easy to understand. Languages change over time, and many translations contain obscure or obsolete expressions that are difficult to understand. Also, ancient manuscripts that are more accurate and closer to the originals have been discovered, resulting in a better comprehension of Biblical Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.
A translation was needed that was loyal to God’s word. Rather than taking liberties with God’s inspired writings, Bible translators should be faithful to the original text. However, in most versions, the divine name, Jehovah, is not used in the Holy Scriptures.
A Bible was needed that gives credit to its Author. (2 Samuel 23:2) In the New World Translation, Jehovah’s name has been restored where it appears some 7,000 times in the oldest Bible manuscripts as illustrated in the example below. (Psalm 83:18) The result of years of diligent research, this Bible is a pleasure to read, as it clearly conveys God’s thinking. Whether you have the New World Translation in your language or not, we encourage you to get into a good routine of reading Jehovah’s Word every day.—Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:2, 3.
▪ Why did we decide that a new translation of the Bible was needed?
▪ What daily practice is good for anyone wanting to learn God’s will?
[Box/Picture on page 7]
FIND OUT MORE
Read the foreword of the New World Translation, and answer the question: “With what sense of responsibility did the translation committee produce this Bible?” Then compare their rendering of the following verses with that of other translations that you may possess: Genesis 25:29; Isaiah 14:23; Matthew 5:3; 11:12; 1 Corinthians 10:24, 25; Philippians 1:8.
[Picture on page 7]
Congo (Kinshasa)
[Picture on page 7]
Rwanda
[Picture on page 7]
Symmachus fragment containing the divine name at Psalm 69:31, third or fourth century C.E.
[Credit Line]
ÖNB/Wien, G 39777




^ ***sjj song 77 Light in a Darkened World***
SONG 77
Light in a Darkened World
(2 Corinthians 4:6)
1. In these days, dark and lawless days,
Shines a light we can see.
Like the dawn of another day
That will soon come to be.
(CHORUS)
Shining through the darkness,
Ours is a message so bright.
It offers hope and light—
Sparkling like the daylight,
Bringing tomorrow in sight—
So ends the night.
2. Those who sleep need awakening
As the time ebbs away.
We give hope and encouragement.
For their future we’ll pray.
(CHORUS)
Shining through the darkness,
Ours is a message so bright.
It offers hope and light—
Sparkling like the daylight,
Bringing tomorrow in sight—
So ends the night.
(See also John 3:19; 8:12; Rom. 13:11, 12; 1 Pet. 2:9.)



^ ***kr pp. 74-77 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
19 The Internet. As of 2013, more than 2.7 billion people, almost 40 percent of the world’s population, were connected to the Internet. According to certain estimates, some two billion access it on mobile devices, such as smartphones and tablets. That figure continues to climb globally, but the fastest growth in mobile Internet connection is currently occurring in Africa, where there are more than 90 million mobile Internet subscriptions. Those developments have fundamentally changed the way many people receive information.
20 Starting in 1997, Jehovah’s people adopted this method of mass communication. In 2013, the jw.org Web site became available in some 300 languages, and Bible-based information was made available for download in over 520 languages. Each day the site receives more than 750,000 individual visits. Each month, in addition to viewing videos, people download over 3 million complete books, 4 million complete magazines, and 22 million audio tracks.
21 The Web site has become a powerful method of spreading the good news of God’s Kingdom, even in lands where our preaching work is restricted. For example, early in 2013, a man named Sina found the jw.org site and called world headquarters, which is located in the United States, asking for more information about the Bible. What made this call unusual? Sina comes from a Muslim background and lives in a remote village in a country where the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses is severely restricted. As a result of this call, arrangements were made for Sina to study the Bible twice a week with a Witness in the United States. The study was conducted using an Internet video service.
Teaching Individuals
22 None of the methods we have used to reach large audiences, such as newspapers, the “Photo-Drama,” radio programs, and the Web site, were meant to replace the door-to-door ministry. Why not? Because Jehovah’s people learned from the pattern set by Jesus. He did more than preach to large crowds; he focused on helping individuals. (Luke 19:1-5) Jesus also trained his disciples to do the same, and he gave them a message to deliver. (Read Luke 10:1, 8-11.) As discussed in Chapter 6, those taking the lead have always encouraged each servant of Jehovah to speak to people face-to-face.—Acts 5:42; 20:20.
23 One hundred years after the Kingdom’s birth, more than 7.9 million publishers actively share in teaching others about God’s purposes. Without question, the King has blessed the methods we have used to advertise the Kingdom. As the following chapter will show, he has also provided us with the tools we need to spread the good news to every nation, tribe, and tongue.—Rev. 14:6.



^ ***kr p. 75 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
JW.ORG
DOWNLOADED EACH MONTH:
About 3 million short videos, 3 million complete books, 4 million complete magazines, and 22 million audio tracks
VISITS:
Each day jw.org receives more than 750,000 individual visits
SITE LANGUAGES:
Ability to navigate in over 300 languages
PUBLICATIONS:
Available for download in more than 520 languages
All figures as of 2013



^ ***kr p. 76 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
SOME METHODS USED TO REACH LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE
1903
Newspaper sermons
1914
“Photo-Drama of Creation”
1922
Radio
1933
Sound cars
1936
Placard work
1954
Motion pictures
1990
Videos
1997
Internet
2011
Metropolitan witnessing
(Year indicates when a particular method began to be used)
[Footnote]
The “Photo-Drama” included some motion pictures.



^ ***kr chap. 7 Methods of Preaching—Using Every Means to Reach People***
How Real Is the Kingdom to You?
▪ What events involving our use of newspapers, picture presentations, radio, and the Internet prove to you that the Kingdom is real?
▪ Why do we emphasize the door-to-door ministry?



^ ***sjj song 83 “From House to House”***
SONG 83
“From House to House”
(Acts 20:20)
1. From house to house, from door to door,
Jehovah’s word we spread.
From town to town, from farm to farm,
Jehovah’s sheep are fed.
The good news that God’s Kingdom rules,
As Jesus Christ foretold,
Is now declared throughout the earth
By Christians young and old.
2. From house to house, from door to door,
Salvation we proclaim.
It comes to those who make the choice
To call upon God’s name.
But how can they respect the name
Of One they do not know?
To ev’ry home and ev’ry door,
The sacred name must go.
3. So let us go from door to door
To spread the Kingdom news.
And whether it’s embraced or not,
We’ll let the people choose.
At least we’ll name Jehovah’s name,
His glorious truth declare.
And as we go from door to door,
We’ll find his sheep are there.
(See also Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:14.)









^ (Isa. 43:1-46:13) Now this is what Jehovah says, Your Creator, O Jacob, the One who formed you, O Israel: “Do not be afraid, for I have repurchased you. I have called you by your name. You belong to me.  2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, And through the rivers, they will not flood over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame singe you.  3 For I am Jehovah your God, The Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I have given Egypt as a ransom for you, E·thi·oʹpi·a and Seʹba in exchange for you.  4 For you became precious in my eyes, You were honored, and I have loved you. So I will give people in place of you And nations in exchange for your life.*  5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you. I will bring your offspring* from the east And gather you together from the west.  6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ And to the south, ‘Do not hold them back. Bring my sons from afar, and my daughters from the ends of the earth,  7 Everyone who is called by my name And whom I created for my own glory, Whom I have formed and made.’  8 Bring out a people who are blind, though they have eyes, And who are deaf, though they have ears.  9 Let all the nations assemble in one place, And let the peoples be gathered together. Who among them can tell this? Or can they cause us to hear the first things?* Let them present their witnesses to prove themselves right, Or let them hear and say, ‘It is the truth!’” 10 “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God. 13 Also, I am always the same One; And no one can snatch anything out of my hand. When I act, who can prevent it?” 14 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “For your sakes I will send to Babylon and bring down all the bars of the gates, And the Chal·deʹans, in their ships, will cry out in distress. 15 I am Jehovah, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King.” 16 This is what Jehovah says, The One making a way through the sea And a path even through turbulent waters, 17 The One who draws out the war chariot and the horse, The army together with the mighty warriors: “They will lie down and not get up. They will be extinguished, snuffed out like a burning wick.” 18 “Do not remember the former things, And do not dwell on the past. 19 Look! I am doing something new; Even now it is springing up. Do you not recognize it? I will make a way through the wilderness And rivers through the desert. 20 The wild beast of the field will honor me, The jackals and the ostriches, For I provide water in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert, For my people, my chosen one, to drink, 21 The people whom I formed for myself So that they might declare my praise. 22 But you have not called on me, O Jacob, Because you grew weary of me, O Israel. 23 You have not brought me sheep for your whole burnt offerings Or glorified me with your sacrifices. I have not compelled you to bring me a gift, Nor have I made you weary by demanding frankincense. 24 You did not buy me sweet cane* with your money, And with the fat of your sacrifices you did not satisfy me. Instead, you have burdened me with your sins And made me weary with your errors. 25 I, I am the One who is blotting out your transgressions* for my own sake, And I will not remember your sins. 26 Remind me; let us bring our case against each other; Tell your side of it to prove you are in the right. 27 Your first forefather sinned, And your own spokesmen* have rebelled against me. 28 So I will profane the princes of the holy place, And I will give Jacob over to destruction And subject Israel to insulting words. 
44 “Now listen, O Jacob my servant, And you, O Israel, whom I have chosen.  2 This is what Jehovah says, Your Maker and the One who formed you, Who has helped you from the womb:* ‘Do not be afraid, my servant Jacob, And you, Jeshʹu·run,* whom I have chosen.  3 For I will pour out water on the thirsty one* And flowing streams on the dry ground. I will pour out my spirit on your offspring* And my blessing on your descendants.  4 And they will spring up as among the green grass, Like poplars by the streams of water.  5 One will say: “I belong to Jehovah.” Another will call himself by the name of Jacob, And yet another will write on his hand: “Belonging to Jehovah.” And he will adopt the name of Israel.’  6 This is what Jehovah says, The King of Israel and his Repurchaser, Jehovah of armies: ‘I am the first and I am the last. There is no God but me.  7 Who is there like me? Let him call out and tell it and prove it to me! From the time I established the people of long ago, Let them tell both the things to come And what will yet happen.  8 Do not be in dread, And do not become paralyzed with fear. Have I not told each of you beforehand and declared it? You are my witnesses. Is there any God but me? No, there is no other Rock; I know of none.’”  9 All who form carved images amount to nothing, And their cherished objects will be of no benefit. As their witnesses, they* see nothing and know nothing, So those who made them will be put to shame. 10 Who would form a god or cast a metal image* That can bring no benefit? 11 Look! All his associates will be put to shame! The craftsmen are mere humans. Let them all assemble and take their stand. They will be terrified and be put to shame together. 12 The metalsmith works the iron over the coals with his tool.* He forms it with hammers, Working it with his powerful arm. Then he grows hungry and his strength fails; He drinks no water and grows tired. 13 The wood-carver stretches the measuring line, tracing out the pattern with red chalk. He works it with a wood scraper and traces it with a compass. He patterns it after a man, With the beauty of a man, To sit in a house.* 14 There is one whose work is to cut down cedars. He selects a certain type of tree, an oak, And he lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a laurel tree, and the rain makes it grow. 15 Then it becomes fuel for a man to make fires. He takes part of it to warm himself; He builds a fire and bakes bread. But he also makes a god and worships it. He makes it into a carved image, and he bows down before it. 16 Half of it he burns up in a fire; With that half he roasts the meat that he eats, and he is satisfied. He also warms himself and says: “Ah! I am warm as I watch the fire.” 17 But the rest of it he makes into a god, into his carved image. He bows down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says: “Save me, for you are my god.” 18 They know nothing, they understand nothing, Because their eyes are sealed shut and they cannot see, And their heart has no insight. 19 No one reflects in his heart Or has knowledge or understanding, saying: “Half of it I burned up in a fire, And on its coals I baked bread and roasted meat to eat. Should I, then, make the rest of it into a detestable thing? Should I worship a block* of wood from a tree?” 20 He feeds on ashes. His own deluded heart has led him astray. He cannot save himself,* nor does he say: “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” 21 “Remember these things, O Jacob, and you, O Israel, For you are my servant. I formed you, and you are my servant. O Israel, I will not forget you. 22 I will blot out your transgressions as with a cloud And your sins as with a thick cloud. Return to me, for I will repurchase you. 23 Shout joyfully, you heavens, For Jehovah has acted! Shout in triumph, you depths of the earth! Shout for joy, you mountains, You forest, and all your trees! For Jehovah has repurchased Jacob, And on Israel he displays his splendor.” 24 This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, Who formed you since you were in the womb: “I am Jehovah, who made everything. I stretched out the heavens by myself, And I spread out the earth. Who was with me? 25 I am frustrating the signs of the empty talkers,* And I am the One who makes diviners act like fools; The One confounding the wise men And turning their knowledge into foolishness; 26 The One making the word of his servant come true And completely fulfilling the predictions of his messengers; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be inhabited,’ And of the cities of Judah, ‘They will be rebuilt, And I will restore her ruins’; 27 The One saying to the deep waters, ‘Be evaporated, And I will dry up all your rivers’; 28 The One saying of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, And he will completely carry out all my will’; The One saying of Jerusalem, ‘She will be rebuilt,’ And of the temple, ‘Your foundation will be laid.’” 
45 This is what Jehovah says to his anointed one, to Cyrus, Whose right hand I have taken hold of To subdue nations before him, To disarm* kings, To open before him the double doors, So that the gates will not be shut:  2 “Before you I will go, And the hills I will level. The copper doors I will break in pieces, And the iron bars I will cut down.  3 I will give you the treasures in the darkness And the hidden treasures in the concealed places, So that you may know that I am Jehovah, The God of Israel, who is calling you by your name.  4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and of Israel my chosen one, I am calling you by your name. I am giving you a name of honor, although you did not know me.  5 I am Jehovah, and there is no one else. There is no God except me. I will strengthen* you, although you did not know me,  6 In order that people may know From the rising of the sun to its setting* That there is none besides me. I am Jehovah, and there is no one else.  7 I form light and create darkness, I make peace and create calamity; I, Jehovah, am doing all these things.  8 You heavens, rain down from above; Let the clouds pour down righteousness. Let the earth open up and be fruitful with salvation, And let it cause righteousness to spring up at the same time. I, Jehovah, have created it.”  9 Woe to the one who contends* with his Maker,* For he is just an earthenware fragment Among the other earthenware fragments lying on the ground! Should the clay say to the Potter:* “What are you making?” Or should your work say: “He has no hands”?* 10 Woe to the one who says to a father: “What do you become father to?” And to a woman: “What are you giving birth to?”* 11 This is what Jehovah says, the Holy One of Israel, the One who formed him: “Would you question me about the things coming And command me about my sons and the works of my hands? 12 I made the earth and created man on it. I stretched out the heavens with my own hands, And I give orders to all their army.” 13 “I have raised up a man in righteousness, And I will make all his ways straight. He is the one who will build my city And set my exiles free without a price or a bribe,” says Jehovah of armies. 14 This is what Jehovah says: “The profit* of Egypt and the merchandise* of E·thi·oʹpi·a and the Sa·beʹans, tall of stature, Will come over to you and become yours. They will walk behind you in chains. They will come over and bow down to you. To you they will say in prayer, ‘Surely God is with you, And there is no one else; there is no other God.’” 15 Truly you are a God who conceals himself, O God of Israel, the Savior. 16 They will all be put to shame and be humiliated; The makers of idols will all go off in disgrace. 17 But Israel will be saved by Jehovah with an everlasting salvation. You will not be put to shame or disgraced for all eternity. 18 For this is what Jehovah says, The Creator of the heavens, the true God, The One who formed the earth, its Maker who firmly established it, Who did not create it simply for nothing,* but formed it to be inhabited: “I am Jehovah, and there is no one else. 19 I did not speak in a concealed place, in a land of darkness; I did not say to the offspring* of Jacob, ‘Seek me simply for nothing.’* I am Jehovah, who speaks what is righteous and declares what is upright. 20 Gather together and come. Approach together, you escapees from the nations. They know nothing, those who carry around carved images And pray to a god that cannot save them. 21 Make your report, present your case. Let them consult together in unity. Who foretold this long ago And declared it from times past? Is it not I, Jehovah? There is no other God but me; A righteous God and a Savior, there is none besides me. 22 Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth, For I am God, and there is no one else. 23 By myself I have sworn; The word has gone out of my mouth in righteousness, And it will not return: To me every knee will bend, Every tongue will swear loyalty 24 And say, ‘Surely in Jehovah are true righteousness and strength. All those enraged against him will come before him in shame. 25 In Jehovah all the offspring* of Israel will prove to be right, And in him they will make their boast.’” 
46 Bel bends down, Neʹbo stoops over. Their idols are loaded on animals, on beasts of burden, Like baggage that burdens the weary animals.  2 They stoop and bend down together; They cannot rescue the loads,* And they themselves* go into captivity.  3 “Listen to me, O house of Jacob, and all you who remain of the house of Israel, You whom I have supported from birth and carried from the womb.  4 Until you grow old I will be the same; Until your hair is gray I will keep bearing you. As I have done, I will carry you and bear you and rescue you.  5 To whom will you liken me or make me equal or compare me, So that we should resemble each other?  6 There are those who lavish gold from their purse; They weigh out the silver on the scale. They hire a metalworker, and he makes it into a god. Then they prostrate themselves, yes, they worship it.*  7 They lift it to their shoulders; They carry it and put it in its place, and it just stands there. It does not move from its place. They cry out to it, but it does not answer; It cannot rescue anyone from distress.  8 Remember this, and take courage. Take it to heart, you transgressors.  9 Remember the former* things of long ago, That I am God,* and there is no other. I am God, and there is no one like me. 10 From the beginning I foretell the outcome, And from long ago the things that have not yet been done. I say, ‘My decision* will stand, And I will do whatever I please.’ 11 I am calling a bird of prey from the sunrise,* From a distant land the man to carry out my decision.* I have spoken, and I will bring it about. I have purposed it, and I will also carry it out. 12 Listen to me, you who are stubborn* of heart, You who are far away from righteousness. 13 I have brought my righteousness near; It is not far away, And my salvation will not delay. I will grant salvation in Zion, my splendor to Israel.”
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Lit., “seed.”
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Or “from birth.”
Meaning “Upright One,” an honorary title for Israel.
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