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Observing the Memorial of Christ’s death in Germany






Sample Presentations




THE WATCHTOWER




[image: The Watchtower magazine, No. 2 2016 | Why Did Jesus Suffer and Die?]


Question: Are you familiar with these famous words?

Scripture: Joh 3:16

Offer: This issue of The Watchtower explains how Jesus’ suffering and death can benefit you.







THE WATCHTOWER (back page)


Question: Notice this question and some common answers. [Read the first question along with the listed options.] How would you answer?

Scripture: Mt 4:1-4

Offer: Since the Devil conversed with Jesus and tempted him, the Devil must be more than merely a symbol of evil. What else does the Bible say about the Devil? This article explains more.






MEMORIAL INVITATION




[image: Invitation for the 2016 Memorial of Christ’s death]


Offer: We’re distributing this invitation to a very important event. [Give the householder an invitation.] On March 23, millions around the world will gather to commemorate the death of Jesus Christ and to hear a free Bible discourse about how his death benefits us. This invitation shows the time and location of the meeting being held in our area. Please come if you can.







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Matt. 4:1-4) Then Jesus was led by the spirit up into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After he had fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, he felt hungry. 3 And the Tempter approached and said to him: “If you are a son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s* mouth.’”

See App. A5.







March 7-13

ESTHER 6-10





	  Song 131 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Esther Acted Unselfishly for Jehovah and for His People”: (10 min.)

	Es 8:3, 4—Although Esther was safe, she risked her life for others (ia 143 ¶24-25)



	Es 8:5—Esther was tactful with Ahasuerus (w06 3/1 11 ¶8)



	Es 8:17—Many people became Jewish proselytes (w06 3/1 11 ¶3)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Es 8:1, 2—How was Jacob’s deathbed prophecy fulfilled regarding Benjamin’s ‘dividing spoil in the evening’? (ia 142, box)



	Es 9:10, 15, 16—Even though the decree authorized plundering of the spoil, why did the Jews refrain from doing so? (w06 3/1 11 ¶4)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Es 8:1-9 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion. Play each sample presentation video, and then discuss the highlights. Afterward, discuss the article “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Building Your Own Magazine Presentation.”










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 118



	  “Welcome Our Guests”: (15 min.) Discussion. Invite publishers to relate good experiences that resulted from taking the initiative to welcome visitors attending a past Memorial. Have a reenactment of an outstanding experience.



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 10 ¶12-21 and the chapter review (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 147 and Prayer















^ (Esther 8:3, 4) Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king.



^ (Esther 8:5) She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.*

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ (Esther 8:17) And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ (Esther 8:1, 2) On that day King A·has·u·eʹrus gave the house of Haʹman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Morʹde·cai came in before the king, because Esther had revealed how he was related to her. 2 Then the king removed his signet ring that he had taken away from Haʹman and gave it to Morʹde·cai. And Esther put Morʹde·cai in charge of the house of Haʹman.



^ (Esther 9:10) the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder.



^ (Esther 9:15, 16) The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder.

Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”


^ (Esther 8:1-9) On that day King A·has·u·eʹrus gave the house of Haʹman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Morʹde·cai came in before the king, because Esther had revealed how he was related to her. 2 Then the king removed his signet ring that he had taken away from Haʹman and gave it to Morʹde·cai. And Esther put Morʹde·cai in charge of the house of Haʹman. 3 Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.* 6 For how can I bear to look upon the disaster that will come upon my people, and how can I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?” 7 So King A·has·u·eʹrus said to Queen Esther and to Morʹde·cai the Jew: “Look! I have given the house of Haʹman to Esther and have had him hanged on the stake, because of his plot to attack* the Jews. 8 You may now write in the king’s name whatever you see fit in behalf of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring, for a decree that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.” 9 So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “because he thrust out his hand against.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | ESTHER 6-10

Esther Acted Unselfishly for Jehovah and for His People




Esther was brave and selfless in defending Jehovah and his people


8:3-5, 9

	  Esther and Mordecai were safe. But Haman’s decree to kill all the Jews was making its way to every corner of the empire



	  Esther risked her life again, appearing uninvited before the king. She wept for her people and asked the king to revoke the terrible edict



	  Laws passed in the king’s name could not be revoked. So the king empowered Esther and Mordecai to enact a new law










Jehovah gave his people a great victory


8:10-14, 17

	  A second proclamation was made, giving the Jews the right to defend themselves



	  Riders sped to every part of the empire, and the Jews prepared for battle



	  Many people saw evidence of God’s favor and became Jewish proselytes













[image: Esther watches as Mordecai dictates a new law to a secretary]






^ (Esther 8:3-5) Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.*

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ (Esther 8:9) So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language.

See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”


^ (Esther 8:10-14) He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.*

Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”


^ (Esther 8:17) And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”







APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Building Your Own Magazine Presentation




[image: Jehovah’s Witnesses discuss a subject from a magazine with a man]


WHY IMPORTANT: Although the sample presentations that appear in the meeting workbook provide helpful ideas, these are simply outlines. You should use your own words. You may prefer a different approach or feel that another subject would have more appeal locally. If so, after you have read the magazine, considered the sample presentations, and seen the video demonstrations, you can use the following suggestions to build a personal presentation.





HOW TO DO IT:


Ask yourself, ‘Do I want to use one of the sample presentations?’

YES

	  Prepare your opening words. After giving a customary greeting, state concisely the reason for your visit. (Example: “I am here because . . .”)



	  Consider how you will transition between the question, the scripture, and the offer. (Example: To introduce a scripture, you might say: “A satisfying answer to that question can be found right here.”)





NO

	  Choose a subject from the magazine that interests you and will have appeal in your territory



	  Decide on a viewpoint question to ask that will stimulate thought and conversation but not put the householder on the spot. (Example: The questions that appear on page 2 of the magazines.)



	  Choose a scripture to read. (If you are featuring Awake! reading a scripture is optional, since this magazine is designed for those who have little knowledge of the Bible and may even distrust religion.)



	  Formulate a sentence or two that explains how the householder will benefit from reading the article





IN EITHER CASE

	  Prepare a follow-up question to answer on the return visit



	  Make notes to help you remember what you want to say next time















LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Welcome Our Guests





On March 23, some 12 million or more visitors are expected to attend the Memorial as our guests. What an outstanding witness they will receive as the speaker discusses Jehovah’s gift of the ransom and some of the future blessings that will result to mankind! (Isa 11:6-9; 35:5, 6; 65:21-23; Joh 3:16) However, the speaker is not the only one who will give a witness on this special occasion. All of us can have a share by warmly welcoming our guests. (Ro 15:7) Here are some suggestions.



[image: One of Jehovah’s Witnesses welcomes a visitor to the Memorial; one of Jehovah’s Witnesses shares his Bible with visitors to the Memorial]


	  Instead of going to your seat and waiting for the program to begin, welcome visitors and inactive ones with a warm smile and a friendly greeting



	  While giving special attention to acquaintances that you personally invited, be alert for others who may be there as a result of the invitation campaign. Invite new ones to sit with you. Share your Bible and songbook with them



	  After the talk, make yourself available to answer questions. If time is limited because your congregation must leave to make room for another congregation, make arrangements to visit the person within a few days. If you do not have his or her contact information, you might say: “I’d like to hear what you thought of the program. Is there a way that I can contact you?”













^ (Isa. 11:6-9) The wolf will reside for a while with the lamb, And with the young goat the leopard will lie down, And the calf and the lion* and the fattened animal will all be together;* And a little boy will lead them.  7 The cow and the bear will feed together, And their young will lie down together. The lion will eat straw like the bull.  8 The nursing child will play over the lair of a cobra, And a weaned child will put his hand over the den of a poisonous snake.  9 They will not cause any harm Or any ruin in all my holy mountain, Because the earth will certainly be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah As the waters cover the sea.

Or “the maned young lion.”
Or possibly, “And the calf and the lion will feed together.”


^ (Isa. 35:5, 6) At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.



^ (Isa. 65:21-23) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them.

Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Rom. 15:7) So welcome* one another, just as the Christ also welcomed you, with glory to God in view.

Or “accept.”







March 14-20

JOB 1-5





	  Song 89 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Job Kept Integrity Under Test”: (10 min.)

	[Play Introduction to Job video.]



	Job 1:8-11—Satan questioned the motives behind Job’s integrity (w11 5/15 17 ¶6-8; w09 4/15 3 ¶3-4)



	Job 2:2-5—Satan questioned the integrity of all men (w09 4/15 4 ¶6)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 1:6; 2:1—Who were allowed to enter before Jehovah? (w06 3/15 13 ¶6)



	Job 4:7, 18, 19—What false reasoning did Eliphaz present to Job? (w14 3/15 13 ¶3; w05 9/15 26 ¶4-5; w95 2/15 27 ¶5-6)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Job 4:1-21 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: wp16.2 cover—Lay the groundwork for a return visit. (2 min. or less)



	  Return Visit: wp16.2 cover—Lay the groundwork for the next visit. (4 min. or less)



	  Bible Study: fg lesson 2 ¶2-3 (6 min. or less)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 88



	  Stand Up to Peer Pressure!: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the jw.org video Stand Up to Peer Pressure! (Go to BIBLE TEACHINGS > TEENAGERS.) Afterward, ask the following: What pressures do children face in school? How can they apply the principle at Exodus 23:2? What four steps will give them strength to stand up to peer pressure and keep their integrity? Invite youths to relate positive experiences.



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 11 ¶1-11 (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 149 and Prayer















^ (Job 1:8-11) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ (Job 2:2-5) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Job 1:6) Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ (Job 2:1) Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ (Job 4:7) Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?



^ (Job 4:18, 19) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth!

Or “messengers.”


^ (Ex. 23:2) You must not follow after the crowd to do evil, and you must not pervert justice by giving testimony to go along with the crowd.*

Or “testimony that is popular.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 1-5

Job Kept Integrity Under Test







[image: Satan looks down at the man Job]


Job lived in Uz during the time the Israelites were enslaved in Egypt. Though not an Israelite, Job was a loyal worshipper of Jehovah. He had a large family, great wealth, and influence in his community. He was a highly regarded counselor and an impartial judge. He was generous to the poor and needy. Job was a man of integrity.







Job clearly showed that Jehovah was the most important Person in his life


1:8-11, 22; 2:2-5

	  Satan took note of Job’s integrity. He did not deny Job’s obedience to Jehovah; rather, he questioned Job’s motives



	  Satan claimed that Job served Jehovah out of selfish interest



	  To provide an answer to Satan’s charge, Jehovah allowed Satan to attack that faithful man. Satan brought devastation to all aspects of Job’s life



	  When Job maintained his integrity, Satan questioned the integrity of all men



	  Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong







[image: Job faces the devastation of his household]










^ (Job 1:8-11) And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ (Job 1:22) In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.*

Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”


^ (Job 2:2-5) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”







March 21-27

JOB 6-10





	  Song 68 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Faithful Job Expresses His Anguish”: (10 min.)

	Job 6:1-3, 9, 10, 26; 7:11, 16—What people say in anguish may not be a true reflection of what they really are at heart (w13 8/15 19 ¶7; w13 5/15 22 ¶13)



	Job 9:20-22—Job mistakenly concluded that God did not care whether he kept his faith in Him or not (w15 7/1 12 ¶2)



	Job 10:12—Even when severely tested, Job said positive things about Jehovah (w09 4/15 7 ¶18; w09 4/15 10 ¶13)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 6:14—How did Job highlight the importance of loyal love? (w10 11/15 32 ¶20)



	Job 7:9, 10; 10:21—If Job hoped in a future resurrection, then why did he make the statements found in these verses? (w06 3/15 14 ¶11)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Job 9:1-21 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: wp16.2 16—Mention the donation arrangement. (2 min. or less)



	  Return Visit: wp16.2 16—Lay the groundwork for the next visit. (4 min. or less)



	  Bible Study: fg lesson 2 ¶6-8 (6 min. or less)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 114



	  Use Insight When Comforting Others: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video that the elders viewed at a recent Kingdom Ministry School. Then invite comments on how the two brothers were a good example of how to give encouragement when someone expresses anguish over the death of a loved one.



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 11 ¶12-20 and the chapter review (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 27 and Prayer















^ (Job 6:1-3) Job then said in reply:  2 “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^ (Job 6:9, 10) That God would be willing to crush me, And that he would reach out his hand and do away with me! 10 For even that would bring me comfort; I would leap for joy despite the unrelenting pain, For I have not denied the sayings of the Holy One.



^ (Job 6:26) Are you scheming to reprove my words, A desperate man’s sayings, which the wind blows away?



^ (Job 7:11) Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth. I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in my bitter distress!*

Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^ (Job 7:16) I loathe my life; I do not want to go on living. Leave me alone, for my days are like a breath.



^ (Job 9:20-22) If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’

Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”


^ (Job 10:12) You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care.

Or “breath; life.”


^ (Job 6:14) Anyone who withholds loyal love from his fellow man Will forsake the fear of the Almighty.



^ (Job 7:9, 10) Like a cloud that fades and vanishes, The one who goes down to the Grave* does not come back up. 10 He will not return again to his house, And his place will acknowledge him no more.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Job 10:21) Before I go away—and I will not return— To the land of deepest darkness,*

Or “of darkness and death’s shadow.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 6-10

Faithful Job Expresses His Anguish







[image: Three companions of Job]


Job was destitute, bereaved, and gravely ill, but he remained faithful. So Satan tried to use discouragement to break his integrity. Three “companions” arrived. First they made a public show of sympathy. Then they sat with Job in silence for seven days, not offering even one word of comfort. The speeches that followed were full of charges and harsh accusations.







Job maintained his loyalty to Jehovah despite severe pressure


6:3; 7:16; 9:20-22; 10:1, 12

	  Extreme grief caused Job to have the wrong perspective. He mistakenly concluded that God did not care if he remained faithful



	  Because of discouragement, Job did not consider other possible reasons for his suffering



	  Though grief-stricken, Job still spoke to his accusers about his love for Jehovah













[image: Job with boils on his body]




^ (Job 6:3) For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^ (Job 7:16) I loathe my life; I do not want to go on living. Leave me alone, for my days are like a breath.



^ (Job 9:20-22) If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’

Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”


^ (Job 10:1) “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*

Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”


^ (Job 10:12) You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care.

Or “breath; life.”







March 28–April 3

JOB 11-15





	  Song 111 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Job Was Confident in the Resurrection”: (10 min.)

	Job 14:1, 2—Job summed up the current situation of human life (w15 3/1 3; w10 5/1 5 ¶2; w08 3/1 3 ¶3)



	Job 14:13-15a—Job knew Jehovah would not forget him (w15 8/1 5; w14 1/1 7 ¶4; w11 3/1 22 ¶2-4)



	Job 14:15b—Jehovah treasures his faithful worshippers (w15 8/1 7 ¶3; w14 6/15 14 ¶12; w11 3/1 22 ¶3-6)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Job 12:12—Why do older Christians have the potential to help younger Christians? (g99 7/22 11, box)



	Job 15:27—What did Eliphaz mean when he intimated that Job’s face was “covered with fat”? it-1 802 ¶4)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: Job 14:1-22 (4 min. or less)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: fg lesson 13 ¶1—Lay the groundwork for a return visit. (2 min. or less)



	  Return Visit: fg lesson 13 ¶2—Lay the groundwork for the next visit. (4 min. or less)



	  Bible Study: fg lesson 13 ¶3-4 (6 min. or less)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 134



	  Local needs: (5 min.)



	  “The Resurrection—Made Possible by the Ransom”: (10 min.) Discussion. Conclude by playing the video that was shown at the 2014 “Keep Seeking First God’s Kingdom!” Regional Convention.



	  Congregation Bible Study: ia chap. 12 ¶1-12 (30 min.)



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 33 and Prayer















^ (Job 14:1, 2) “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.

Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”


^ (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”


^ (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^ (Job 12:12) Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life?



^ (Job 15:27) His face is covered with fat, And his hips bulge with fat;








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JOB 11-15

Job Was Confident in the Resurrection




Job expressed his faith in God’s ability to resurrect him


14:7-9, 13-15



[image: A dry olive tree stump sprouts from its roots]


	  Job used a tree—perhaps an olive tree—to illustrate his confidence in God’s ability to resurrect him



	  An olive tree’s expansive root system enables it to rejuvenate itself even when the trunk has been destroyed. As long as the roots remain alive, the tree will sprout again



	  When rainfall breaks a severe drought, a dry olive stump can spring back to life with shoots rising from its roots, producing “branches like a new plant”













^ (Job 14:7-9) For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.  8 If its root grows old in the ground And its stump dies in the soil,  9 At the scent of water it will sprout; And it will produce branches like a new plant.



^ (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

The Resurrection—Made Possible by the Ransom







[image: After family and friends grieve beside a young woman’s deathbed, her sister finds comfort by meditating on the future resurrection]


The Memorial gives us a good opportunity to reflect on future blessings that are made possible by the ransom, such as the resurrection. Jehovah never intended for humans to die. That is why one of the most painful emotions we experience is grief over the death of a loved one. (1Co 15:26) Jesus was pained to see his disciples mourn the loss of Lazarus. (Joh 11:33-35) Since Jesus is a perfect reflection of his Father, we can be sure that Jehovah is also pained to see us grieve over the loss of our loved ones. (Joh 14:7) Jehovah eagerly anticipates the time when he will bring his servants back from the dead, and we should too.—Job 14:14, 15.

Since Jehovah is a God of order, it is reasonable to believe that the resurrection will take place in an orderly way. (1Co 14:33, 40) Instead of funerals, there may be welcoming sessions for the resurrected. Do you meditate on the resurrection, especially during times of grief? (2Co 4:17, 18) Do you thank Jehovah for providing the ransom and for revealing in the Scriptures that the dead will live again?—Col 3:15.

	Which of your friends and relatives do you especially look forward to seeing again?



	Which Bible characters do you especially want to meet and talk to?













^ (1 Cor. 15:26) And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing.



^ (John 11:33-35) When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he groaned within himself* and became troubled. 34 He said: “Where have you laid him?” They said to him: “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus gave way to tears.

Lit., “in the spirit.”


^ (John 14:7) If you men had known me, you would have known my Father also; from this moment on you know him and have seen him.”



^ (Job 14:14, 15) If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^ (1 Cor. 14:33) For God is a God not of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the holy ones,



^ (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.*

Or “in an orderly manner.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:17, 18) For though the tribulation* is momentary and light, it works out for us a glory that is of more and more surpassing greatness* and is everlasting; 18 while we keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but on the things unseen. For the things seen are temporary, but the things unseen are everlasting.

Or “trial.”
Lit., “weight.”


^ (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts,* for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.

Or “control your hearts.”
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^ ***wp16 p. 16 What Does the Bible Say?***


What Does the Bible Say?



Who or what is the Devil?

WOULD YOU SAY that the Devil is . . .

	  A spirit person?



	  A symbol of the evil inside a person?



	  A product of human imagination?





WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

The Devil conversed with and “tempted” Jesus. (Matthew 4:1-4) So the Devil is not imaginary, nor is he just a symbol of evil. He is a wicked spirit person.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  The Devil was originally a holy angel, but “he did not stand fast in the truth.” (John 8:44) He became a liar and rebelled against God.



	  Other angels joined Satan’s rebellion.—Revelation 12:9.



	  The Devil blinds many people to his existence.—2 Corinthians 4:4.





Can the Devil control people?

SOME PEOPLE SAY that control by the Devil is a hoax, while others dread being possessed by evil spirits. What do you think?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“The whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) The Devil exerts great influence over mankind, but he does not control every human.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  The Devil uses deception to increase his influence.—2 Corinthians 11:14.



	  Wicked spirits can in some cases take control of people.—Matthew 12:22.



	  With God’s help, you can successfully “oppose the Devil.”—James 4:7.







For more information, see chapter 10 of this book, What Does the Bible Really Teach?, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses

Also available at www.jw.org





^ (Matt. 4:1-4) Then Jesus was led by the spirit up into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After he had fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, he felt hungry. 3 And the Tempter approached and said to him: “If you are a son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s* mouth.’”

See App. A5.


^ (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began,* and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.

Or “from the beginning.”


^ (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ (2 Cor. 4:4) among whom the god of this system of things* has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “this age.” See Glossary.
Or “light.”


^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^ (2 Cor. 11:14) And no wonder, for Satan himself keeps disguising himself as an angel of light.



^ (Matt. 12:22) Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and speechless, and he cured him, so that the speechless man could speak and see.



^ (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.















^ (Esther 6:1-10:3) That night the king could not sleep.* So he said to bring the book of the historical records of the times, and it was read to the king. 2 There it was found written what Morʹde·cai had reported concerning Big·thaʹna and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, who had plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus. 3 The king asked: “What honor and recognition has been given to Morʹde·cai for this?” To this the king’s personal attendants said: “Nothing has been done for him.” 4 Later the king said: “Who is in the courtyard?” Now Haʹman had come into the outer courtyard of the king’s house* to speak to the king about having Morʹde·cai hanged on the stake that he had prepared for him. 5 The king’s attendants said to him: “It is Haʹman standing in the courtyard.” So the king said: “Have him come in.” 6 When Haʹman came in, the king said to him: “What should be done for the man whom the king wishes to honor?” Haʹman said in his heart: “Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?” 7 So Haʹman said to the king: “For the man whom the king wishes to honor, 8 let them bring royal attire that the king wears and a horse on which the king rides, with the royal headdress on its head. 9 Then let the attire and the horse be put into the charge of one of the king’s noble princes, and they should clothe the man whom the king wishes to honor and have him ride on the horse in the public square of the city. They should call out before him: ‘This is what is done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!’” 10 At once the king said to Haʹman: “Quick! Take the attire and the horse, and do what you just said for Morʹde·cai the Jew who is sitting in the king’s gate. Do not leave out anything that you have said.” 11 So Haʹman took the attire and the horse, and he clothed Morʹde·cai and made him ride in the public square of the city and called out before him: “This is what is done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!” 12 Afterward Morʹde·cai returned to the king’s gate, but Haʹman hurried to his house, mourning with his head covered. 13 When Haʹman related to his wife Zeʹresh and to all his friends everything that had happened to him, his wise men and his wife Zeʹresh said to him: “If Morʹde·cai, before whom you have started to fall, is of Jewish descent,* you will not prevail against him; you will surely fall before him.” 14 While they were still speaking with him, the king’s court officials arrived and quickly took Haʹman to the banquet that Esther had made. 
7 So the king and Haʹman came in to Queen Esther’s banquet. 2 The king said to Esther again on the second day during the banquet of wine: “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!” 3 Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life* be granted as my petition, and my people as my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.” 5 King A·has·u·eʹrus then said to Queen Esther: “Who is this, and where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?” 6 Esther said: “The adversary and enemy is this evil Haʹman.” Haʹman became terrified because of the king and the queen. 7 The king rose up in a rage from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden, but Haʹman stood up to plead with Queen Esther for his life,* for he realized that the king was determined to punish him. 8 The king returned from the palace garden to the house of the wine banquet and saw that Haʹman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was. The king exclaimed: “Is he also going to rape the queen in my own house?” As soon as these words left the king’s mouth, they covered Haʹman’s face. 9 Har·boʹna, one of the king’s court officials, now said: “Haʹman also prepared a stake for Morʹde·cai, whose report saved the king. It is standing at Haʹman’s house, 50 cubits* high.” At that the king said: “Hang him on it.” 10 So they hanged Haʹman on the stake that he had prepared for Morʹde·cai, and the king’s rage subsided. 
8 On that day King A·has·u·eʹrus gave the house of Haʹman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Morʹde·cai came in before the king, because Esther had revealed how he was related to her. 2 Then the king removed his signet ring that he had taken away from Haʹman and gave it to Morʹde·cai. And Esther put Morʹde·cai in charge of the house of Haʹman. 3 Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.* 6 For how can I bear to look upon the disaster that will come upon my people, and how can I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?” 7 So King A·has·u·eʹrus said to Queen Esther and to Morʹde·cai the Jew: “Look! I have given the house of Haʹman to Esther and have had him hanged on the stake, because of his plot to attack* the Jews. 8 You may now write in the king’s name whatever you see fit in behalf of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring, for a decree that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.” 9 So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language. 10 He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 15 Now Morʹde·cai left the king’s presence in royal apparel of blue and linen, wearing a great golden crown and a fine-fabric cloak of purple wool. And the city of Shuʹshan* shouted for joy. 16 For the Jews there was relief* and rejoicing and exultation and honor. 17 And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them. 
9 On the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar,* when the king’s word and his law were to be carried out, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to overpower them, the opposite happened, and the Jews defeated those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus to lay hands on those seeking to harm them, and not a man could stand against them, for the dread of them had fallen upon all the peoples. 3 And all the princes of the provinces,* the satraps, the governors, and those handling the business of the king were supporting the Jews, for they were in fear of Morʹde·cai. 4 Morʹde·cai had become powerful in the king’s house,* and his fame was spreading throughout all the provinces,* because Morʹde·cai was steadily growing more powerful. 5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them; they did whatever they wanted to those hating them. 6 In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men. 7 Also, they killed Par·shan·daʹtha, Dalʹphon, As·paʹtha, 8 Po·raʹtha, A·daʹli·a, A·ri·daʹtha, 9 Par·mashʹta, Arʹi·sai, Arʹi·dai, and Vai·zaʹtha, 10 the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder. 11 On that day the number of those killed in Shuʹshan* the citadel* was reported to the king. 12 The king said to Queen Esther: “In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and the ten sons of Haʹman. What, then, have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces?* What is your petition now? It will be granted you. And what is your further request? It will be done.” 13 Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the Jews who are in Shuʹshan* be permitted to act tomorrow also according to today’s law; and let the ten sons of Haʹman be hanged on the stake.” 14 So the king gave orders for that to be done. A law was issued in Shuʹshan,* and the ten sons of Haʹman were hanged. 15 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder. 17 That was on the 13th day of the month of Aʹdar, and they rested on the 14th day and made it a day of feasting and of rejoicing. 18 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together on the 13th day and on the 14th day, and they rested on the 15th day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing. 19 That is why the rural Jews inhabiting the cities of the outlying districts made the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar a day of rejoicing and feasting, a day of celebration, and a time to send portions of food to one another. 20 Morʹde·cai recorded these events and sent official letters to all the Jews in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, both near and far. 21 He instructed them to observe the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar, as well as the 15th day, each and every year, 22 because on those days the Jews rested from their enemies and in that month their grief was changed to rejoicing and their mourning to a day of celebration. They were to observe them as days of feasting and rejoicing and as a time to send portions of food to one another and gifts to the poor. 23 And the Jews agreed to continue the celebration that they had started and to do what Morʹde·cai wrote to them. 24 For Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, the enemy of all the Jews, had schemed against the Jews to destroy them, and he had cast Pur, that is, the Lot, to throw them into a panic and to destroy them. 25 But when Esther came in before the king, he gave orders in writing: “Let his evil scheme against the Jews come back on his own head”; and they hanged him and his sons on the stake. 26 That is why they called these days Puʹrim, after the name of the Pur.* Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter and what they saw concerning this matter and what had come upon them, 27 the Jews obligated themselves and their descendants and all those joining them to celebrate these two days without fail and to carry out what was written concerning them at the appointed time each and every year. 28 These days were to be remembered and observed in every generation, by each family, each province,* and each city; and these days of Puʹrim should not cease among the Jews, and their commemoration should not come to an end among their descendants. 29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il, and Morʹde·cai the Jew wrote with full authority to confirm a second letter about Puʹrim. 30 He sent official letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces,* the realm of A·has·u·eʹrus, in words of peace and truth 31 to confirm the observance of the days of Puʹrim at their appointed times, just as Morʹde·cai the Jew and Queen Esther had instructed them to do and just as they had obligated themselves* and their descendants to carry out, including the fasting and supplication. 32 And the command of Esther confirmed these matters concerning Puʹrim, and it was recorded in a book. 
10 King A·has·u·eʹrus imposed forced labor on the land and the islands of the sea. 2 And all his powerful and mighty accomplishments, as well as the detailed account of Morʹde·cai’s greatness to which the king exalted him, are they not written in the book of the history of the times of the kings of Meʹdi·a and Persia? 3 For Morʹde·cai the Jew was second only to King A·has·u·eʹrus. He was great* among the Jews and respected by the multitude of his brothers, working for the good of his people and advocating the welfare of* all their descendants.

Lit., “the king’s sleep fled.”
Lit., “to lay hand on.”
Or “palace.”
Lit., “from the seed of the Jews.”
Or “for.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
About 22.3 m (73 ft). See App. B14.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “because he thrust out his hand against.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
“Pur,” meaning “Lot.” The plural form “Purim” came to designate the Jewish festival celebrated in the 12th month of the sacred calendar. See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “had imposed upon their soul.”
Or “highly regarded.”
Lit., “and speaking peace for.”





^ ***sn song 131 Jehovah Provides Escape***


Song 131

Jehovah Provides Escape


(2 Samuel 22:1-8)


1. The living God, Jehovah, you have proved to be;

Your mighty works abound in earth and sky and sea.

No rival god can equal what you have done—there is none.

Our foes will be consumed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God, we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape, and praise his name.



2. Though ropes of death encircle me, I call to you,

“Jehovah, give me strength, and give me courage too.”

From your own temple dwelling, you hear my plea, “Shelter me;

Rescue me, O my God.”

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God, we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape, and praise his name.



3. From heaven you will thunder and give forth your voice.

Your enemies will quake; your servants will rejoice.

You prove to be whatever you need to be; all will see

How you provide escape.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God, we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape, and praise his name.





(See also Ps. 18:1, 2; 144:1, 2.)





^ (2 Sam. 22:1-8) And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah rescued him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of Saul’s hand. 2 He said: “Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me.  3 My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.  4 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  5 The waves of death broke all around me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  6 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  7 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept calling. Then from his temple he heard my voice, And my cry for help reached his ears.  8 Back and forth the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the heavens trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 18:1, 2) I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 144:1, 2) May Jehovah, my Rock, be praised, Who trains my hands for battle, My fingers for warfare.  2 He is my loyal love and my stronghold, My secure refuge* and my rescuer, My shield and the One in whom I have taken shelter, The One subduing peoples under me.

Or “secure height.”








^ ***ia p. 143 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***


24, 25. (a) Why could Esther not relax after Haman’s plot was exposed? (b) How did Esther risk her life once more?

24 Now that Esther and Mordecai were safe, could the queen relax? Only if she were selfish. At that moment, Haman’s decree to kill all the Jews was making its way to every corner of the empire. Haman had cast lots, or Pur—evidently a form of spiritism—to determine the opportune time to carry out this vicious attack. (Esther 9:24-26) The day was yet months away, but it was fast approaching. Could disaster still be averted?

25 Esther unselfishly risked her life again, appearing before the king once more without an official invitation. This time, she wept for her people, pleading with her husband to revoke the terrible edict. But laws passed in the Persian monarch’s name could not be revoked. (Dan. 6:12, 15) So the king empowered Esther and Mordecai to enact a new law. A second proclamation was sent out, giving the Jews the right to defend themselves. Riders sped to every part of the empire, taking this good news to the Jews. Hope was kindled anew in many hearts. (Esther 8:3-16) We may imagine the Jews throughout that vast empire arming themselves and preparing for battle, which they could never have done without that new edict. More important, though, would “Jehovah of armies” be with his people?—1 Sam. 17:45.





^ par. 24 (Esther 9:24-26) For Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, the enemy of all the Jews, had schemed against the Jews to destroy them, and he had cast Pur, that is, the Lot, to throw them into a panic and to destroy them. 25 But when Esther came in before the king, he gave orders in writing: “Let his evil scheme against the Jews come back on his own head”; and they hanged him and his sons on the stake. 26 That is why they called these days Puʹrim, after the name of the Pur.* Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter and what they saw concerning this matter and what had come upon them,

“Pur,” meaning “Lot.” The plural form “Purim” came to designate the Jewish festival celebrated in the 12th month of the sacred calendar. See App. B15.


^ par. 25 (Dan. 6:12) So they approached the king and reminded him about the royal ban: “Did you not sign a ban stating that for 30 days any man who makes a petition to any god or man except to you, O king, should be thrown into the lions’ pit?” The king replied: “The matter is well-established according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be annulled.”



^ par. 25 (Dan. 6:15) Finally those men went in as a group to the king, and they said to the king: “Take note, O king, that the law of the Medes and the Persians is that any ban or decree that the king establishes cannot be changed.”



^ par. 25 (Esther 8:3-16) Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.* 6 For how can I bear to look upon the disaster that will come upon my people, and how can I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?” 7 So King A·has·u·eʹrus said to Queen Esther and to Morʹde·cai the Jew: “Look! I have given the house of Haʹman to Esther and have had him hanged on the stake, because of his plot to attack* the Jews. 8 You may now write in the king’s name whatever you see fit in behalf of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring, for a decree that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.” 9 So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language. 10 He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 15 Now Morʹde·cai left the king’s presence in royal apparel of blue and linen, wearing a great golden crown and a fine-fabric cloak of purple wool. And the city of Shuʹshan* shouted for joy. 16 For the Jews there was relief* and rejoicing and exultation and honor.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “because he thrust out his hand against.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Lit., “light.”


^ par. 25 (1 Sam. 17:45) David replied to the Phi·lisʹtine: “You are coming against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I am coming against you in the name of Jehovah of armies, the God of the battle line of Israel, whom you have taunted.*

Or “challenged.”








^ ***w06 3/1 p. 11 par. 8 Highlights From the Book of Esther***

8:5. Esther tactfully did not mention the king’s responsibility in the decree designed to annihilate her people. Similarly, we need to be tactful when giving a witness to high officials.



^ par. 8 (Esther 8:5) She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.*

Or “jurisdictional districts.”








^ ***w06 3/1 p. 11 par. 3 Highlights From the Book of Esther***

8:17—In what way were ‘many of the peoples of the land declaring themselves Jews’? Many of the Persians evidently became Jewish proselytes, thinking that the counterdecree was an indication of God’s favor upon the Jews. The same principle is in operation in the fulfillment of a prophecy found in the book of Zechariah. It states: “Ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will actually take hold of the skirt of a man who is a Jew, saying: ‘We will go with you people, for we have heard that God is with you people.’”—Zechariah 8:23.



^ par. 3 (Esther 8:17) And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them.

Or “jurisdictional districts.”


^ par. 3 (Zech. 8:23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”








^ ***ia p. 142 She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly***

A Prophecy Fulfilled


In fighting for God’s people, Esther and Mordecai fulfilled an ancient Bible prophecy. Over a dozen centuries earlier, Jehovah inspired the patriarch Jacob to foretell regarding one of his sons: “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the animal seized and at evening he will divide spoil.” (Gen. 49:27) In “the morning” of Israel’s kingly history, Benjamin’s descendants included King Saul and other mighty warriors for Jehovah’s people. In the “evening” of that royal history, after the sun had set on Israel’s kingly line, Esther and Mordecai, both of the tribe of Benjamin, warred effectively against Jehovah’s enemies. In a sense, they also divided spoil, in that Haman’s vast estate went to them.







^ (Gen. 49:27) “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.”









^ ***w06 3/1 p. 11 par. 4 Highlights From the Book of Esther***

9:10, 15, 16—Even though the decree authorized plundering of the spoil, why did the Jews refrain from doing so? Their refusal left no doubt that their purpose was self-preservation, not self-enrichment.



^ par. 4 (Esther 9:10) the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder.



^ par. 4 (Esther 9:15, 16) The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder.

Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”








^ ***sn song 118 Welcome One Another***


Song 118

Welcome One Another


(Romans 15:7)


1. Welcome to all who gather here this day

To hear God’s Word and to learn his way.

Life-giving truth he offers to us all;

With thankfulness of heart, we respond to his call.

2. Thanks to our God for brothers such as these,

Who welcome us and who seek to please.

May we keep holding men of that sort dear,

And now we welcome others who meet with us here.

3. God’s invitation reaches all mankind,

That all sincere ones the truth may find.

God by his Son has drawn us to His side.

So welcome one another with hearts opened wide.



(See also John 6:44; Phil. 2:29; Rev. 22:17.)





^ (Rom. 15:7) So welcome* one another, just as the Christ also welcomed you, with glory to God in view.

Or “accept.”


^ (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^ (Phil. 2:29) So give him the customary welcome in the Lord with all joy, and keep holding men of that sort dear,



^ (Rev. 22:17) And the spirit and the bride keep on saying, “Come!” and let anyone hearing say, “Come!” and let anyone thirsting come; let anyone who wishes take life’s water free.









^ ***ia pp. 87-91 He Stood Up for Pure Worship***


A Climactic Test

12, 13. (a) What test did Elijah propose? (b) How might we show that we are just as confident as Elijah was?

12 Elijah next proposed a test. It was simplicity itself. The Baal priests were to set up an altar and lay out a sacrifice on it; then they were to pray to their god to light the fire. Elijah would do the same. He said that the “God that answers by fire is the true God.” Elijah well knew who was the true God. So strong was his faith that he did not hesitate to give his opponents every advantage. He let those Baal prophets go first. So they chose their bull for sacrifice and approached Baal.*—1 Ki. 18:24, 25.

13 We do not live in an age of miracles. However, Jehovah has not changed. We can be just as confident in him as Elijah was. For instance, when others disagree with what the Bible teaches, we need not fear to let them go ahead and have their say. Like Elijah, we can look to the true God to settle the matter. We do that by relying, not on ourselves, but on his inspired Word, which is designed “for setting things straight.”—2 Tim. 3:16.

Elijah saw Baal worship as ridiculous fakery, and he wanted God’s people to see it for the fraud that it was



14. In what way did Elijah mock the Baal prophets, and why?

14 The Baal prophets proceeded to set up their sacrifice and call on their god. “O Baal, answer us!” they cried again and again. They kept at it as the minutes and then the hours passed by. “But there was no voice, and there was no one answering,” the Bible says. At noon Elijah began to mock them, asserting sarcastically that Baal must be too busy to answer them, that he was relieving himself in the privy, or that he was napping and someone needed to wake him up. “Call at the top of your voice,” Elijah urged those charlatans. Clearly, he saw this Baal worship as ridiculous fakery, and he wanted God’s people to see it for the fraud that it was.—1 Ki. 18:26, 27.

15. How does the case of the Baal priests show the folly of choosing any master other than Jehovah?

15 In response, the Baal priests became even more frenzied, “calling at the top of their voice and cutting themselves according to their custom with daggers and with lances, until they caused blood to flow out upon them.” All to no avail! “There was no voice, and there was no one answering, and there was no paying of attention.” (1 Ki. 18:28, 29) Indeed, there was no Baal. He was an invention designed by Satan to lure people away from Jehovah. The truth is, choosing any master other than Jehovah leads to disappointment, even shame.—Read Psalm 25:3; 115:4-8.

The Answer

16. (a) Elijah’s repair of the altar to Jehovah on Mount Carmel may have reminded the people of what? (b) How did Elijah further show his confidence in his God?

16 Late in the afternoon came Elijah’s turn to offer a sacrifice. He repaired an altar to Jehovah that had been torn down, no doubt by enemies of pure worship. He used 12 stones, perhaps reminding many in the 10-tribe nation of Israel that the Law given to all 12 tribes was still binding on them. Then he laid out his sacrifice and had everything doused with water, possibly obtained from the Mediterranean Sea nearby. He even had a trench dug around the altar and filled it with water. Just as he had given the prophets of Baal every advantage, he gave Jehovah every disadvantage—such was his confidence in his God.—1 Ki. 18:30-35.

Elijah’s prayer showed that he still cared about his people, for he was eager to see Jehovah turn “their heart back”



17. How did Elijah’s prayer reveal his priorities, and how can we imitate his example in our own prayers?

17 When everything was ready, Elijah said a prayer. Eloquent in its simplicity, the prayer showed clearly where Elijah’s priorities lay. First and foremost, he wanted it known that Jehovah, not this Baal, was “God in Israel.” Second, he wanted everyone to know that his own role was that of Jehovah’s servant; all glory and credit should go to God. Finally, he showed that he still cared about his people, for he was eager to see Jehovah turn “their heart back.” (1 Ki. 18:36, 37) Despite all the misery that they had caused by their faithlessness, Elijah still loved them. In our own prayers to God, can we manifest similar humility, concern for God’s name, and compassion for others who need help?

18, 19. (a) How did Jehovah answer Elijah’s prayer? (b) What did Elijah order the people to do, and why did the Baal priests deserve no mercy?

18 Before Elijah’s prayer, the crowds there might have wondered if Jehovah would turn out to be an empty lie, as Baal had proved to be. After the prayer, though, there was no time for wondering. The account says: “At that the fire of Jehovah came falling and went eating up the burnt offering and the pieces of wood and the stones and the dust, and the water that was in the trench it licked up.” (1 Ki. 18:38) What a spectacular answer! And how did the people respond?

19 “Jehovah is the true God! Jehovah is the true God!” they cried out, all of them. (1 Ki. 18:39) At last they saw the truth. However, they had not as yet shown any faith. Frankly, to admit that Jehovah is the true God after seeing fire fall from heaven in response to a prayer is not an impressive demonstration of faith. So Elijah asked more of them. He asked them to do what they should have done many years earlier—obey the Law of Jehovah. God’s Law said that false prophets and idolaters should be put to death. (Deut. 13:5-9) These Baal priests were committed enemies of Jehovah God, and they deliberately worked against his purposes. Did they deserve mercy? Well, what mercy had they ever granted to all those innocent children who were burned alive as sacrifices to Baal? (Read Proverbs 21:13; Jer. 19:5) Those men were well beyond the reach of mercy! So Elijah ordered that they be executed, and executed they were.—1 Ki. 18:40.

20. Why are the concerns of modern-day critics about Elijah’s execution of the Baal priests unfounded?

20 Modern-day critics may decry the conclusion to this test on Mount Carmel. Some people may worry lest religious zealots use it to justify violent acts of religious intolerance. And sadly, there are many violent religious fanatics today. However, Elijah was no fanatic. He was acting on Jehovah’s behalf in a just execution. Furthermore, genuine Christians know that they cannot follow Elijah’s course in taking a sword to the wicked. Rather, they follow the standard for all disciples of Jesus as found in Christ’s words to Peter: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take the sword will perish by the sword.” (Matt. 26:52) Jehovah will use his Son to carry out divine justice in the future.

21. How is Elijah’s example a fitting one for true Christians today?

21 The responsibility of a true Christian is to lead a life of faith. (John 3:16) One way to do so is to imitate faithful men like Elijah. He worshipped Jehovah exclusively and urged others to do the same. He boldly exposed as fraudulent a religion that Satan used to lure people away from Jehovah. And he trusted Jehovah to settle matters instead of relying on his own abilities and will. Elijah stood up for pure worship. May all of us imitate his faith!

How Long Was the Drought in Elijah’s Day?


Jehovah’s prophet Elijah announced to King Ahab that the long drought would end soon. That happened “in the third year”—evidently counting from the day Elijah first announced the drought. (1 Ki. 18:1) Jehovah sent rain soon after Elijah said that He would. Some might conclude that the drought ended during the course of its third year and that it was therefore less than three years long. However, both Jesus and James tell us that the drought lasted “three years and six months.” (Luke 4:25; Jas. 5:17) Is this a contradiction?

Not at all. You see, the dry season in ancient Israel was quite long, lasting up to six months. No doubt Elijah came to Ahab to announce the drought when the dry season was already proving to be unusually long and severe. In effect, the drought had begun nearly half a year earlier. Thus, when Elijah announced the end of the drought “in the third year” from his previous announcement, the drought had already lasted nearly three and a half years. The full “three years and six months” had elapsed by the time all the people assembled to witness the great test on Mount Carmel.

Consider, then, the timing of Elijah’s first visit to Ahab. The people believed that Baal was “the rider of the clouds,” the god who would bring rains to end the dry season. If the dry season was unusually long, people likely wondered: ‘Where is Baal? When will he bring the rains?’ Elijah’s announcement that neither rain nor dew would occur until he said so must have been devastating to those Baal worshippers.—1 Ki. 17:1.









^ par. 12 (1 Ki. 18:24, 25) Then you must call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of Jehovah. The God who answers by fire will show that he is the true God.” To this all the people answered: “What you say is good.” 25 E·liʹjah now said to the prophets of Baʹal: “Choose one young bull and prepare it first, because you are the majority. Then call on the name of your god, but you must not put fire to it.”



^ par. 13 (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness,

Or “correcting.”


^ par. 14 (1 Ki. 18:26, 27) So they took the young bull that was given to them, prepared it, and kept calling on the name of Baʹal from morning until noon, saying: “O Baʹal, answer us!” But there was no voice and no one answering. They kept limping around the altar that they had made. 27 About noon E·liʹjah began to mock them and say: “Call out at the top of your voice! After all, he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought or he has gone to relieve himself.* Or maybe he is asleep and someone needs to wake him up!”

Or possibly, “he has gone on a journey.”


^ par. 15 (1 Ki. 18:28, 29) They were calling out at the top of their voice and cutting themselves with daggers and lances, according to their custom, until their blood gushed out all over them. 29 Noon was past and they continued in a frenzy* until the time the evening grain offering is presented, but there was no voice and no one answering; no one was paying attention.

Or “behaving like prophets.”


^ par. 15 (Ps. 25:3) Surely none who hope in you will be put to shame, But shame awaits those who are treacherous without cause.



^ par. 15 (Ps. 115:4-8) Their idols are silver and gold, The work of human hands.  5 A mouth they have, but they cannot speak; Eyes, but they cannot see;  6 Ears they have, but they cannot hear; A nose, but they cannot smell;  7 Hands they have, but they cannot feel; Feet, but they cannot walk; They make no sound with their throat.  8 The people who make them will become just like them, As will all those who trust in them.



^ par. 16 (1 Ki. 18:30-35) At length E·liʹjah said to all the people: “Approach me.” So all the people approached him. Then he repaired the altar of Jehovah that had been torn down. 31 E·liʹjah then took 12 stones, corresponding to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom Jehovah’s word had come, saying: “Israel will be your name.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah. Then he made a trench all around the altar, an area large enough to sow with two seah measures* of seed. 33 After that he put the pieces of wood in order, cut the young bull into pieces, and placed it on the wood. He now said: “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the pieces of wood.” 34 Then he said: “Do it again.” So they did it again. Once more he said: “Do it a third time.” So they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran all around the altar, and he also filled the trench with water.

A seah equaled 7.33 L (6.66 dry qt). See App. B14.


^ par. 17 (1 Ki. 18:36, 37) About the time when the evening grain offering is presented, E·liʹjah the prophet stepped forward and said: “O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, today let it be known that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and that it is by your word that I have done all these things. 37 Answer me, O Jehovah! Answer me so that this people may know that you, Jehovah, are the true God and that you are turning their hearts back to you.”



^ par. 18 (1 Ki. 18:38) At that the fire of Jehovah fell from above and consumed the burnt offering, the pieces of wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water from the trench.



^ par. 19 (1 Ki. 18:39) When all the people saw it, they immediately fell facedown and said: “Jehovah is the true God! Jehovah is the true God!”



^ par. 19 (Deut. 13:5-9) But that prophet or that dreamer should be put to death, because he encouraged rebellion against Jehovah your God—who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery—to turn you from the way in which Jehovah your God has commanded you to walk. And you must remove what is evil from your midst. 6 “If your brother, the son of your mother, or your son or your daughter or your cherished wife or your closest companion* should try to entice you in secrecy, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods,’ gods that neither you nor your forefathers have known, 7 from the gods of the peoples all around you, whether near you or those far away from you, from one end of the land to the other end of the land, 8 you must not give in to him or listen to him, nor should you show pity or feel compassion or protect him; 9 instead, you should kill him without fail. Your hand should be the first to come upon him to put him to death, and the hand of all the people afterward.

Or “your companion who is like your own soul.”


^ par. 19 (Prov. 21:13) Whoever stops up his ear to the cry of the lowly one Will himself call and not be answered.



^ par. 19 (Jer. 19:5) They built the high places of Baʹal in order to burn their sons in the fire as whole burnt offerings to Baʹal, something that I had not commanded or spoken of and that had never even come into my heart.”’*

Or “had never entered my thoughts.”


^ par. 19 (1 Ki. 18:40) Then E·liʹjah said to them: “Seize the prophets of Baʹal! Do not let a single one of them escape!” At once they seized them, and E·liʹjah brought them down to the stream* of Kiʹshon and slaughtered them there.

Or “wadi.”


^ par. 20 (Matt. 26:52) Then Jesus said to him: “Return your sword to its place, for all those who take up the sword will perish by the sword.



^ par. 21 (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (1 Ki. 18:1) After some time, in the third year, Jehovah’s word came to E·liʹjah, saying: “Go, present yourself to Aʹhab, and I will send rain on the surface of the ground.”



^ (Luke 4:25) For instance, I tell you in truth: There were many widows in Israel in the days of E·liʹjah when heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and a great famine came on all the land.



^ (Jas. 5:17) E·liʹjah was a man with feelings like ours, and yet when he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.



^ (1 Ki. 17:1) Now E·liʹjah* the Tishʹbite, an inhabitant of Gilʹe·ad, said to Aʹhab: “As surely as Jehovah the God of Israel whom I serve* is living, during these years there will be no dew or rain except by my word!”

Meaning “My God Is Jehovah.”
Lit., “before whom I stand.”






^ par. 12 Notably, Elijah told them: “You must not put fire to” the sacrifice. Some scholars say that such idolaters sometimes used altars with a secret cavity beneath so that a fire could appear to be lit supernaturally.









^ ***ia chap. 10 He Stood Up for Pure Worship***

TO THINK ABOUT . . .


	  What can we learn from Elijah about worshipping Jehovah exclusively?



	  How can we imitate Elijah when dealing with those who disagree with what the Bible teaches?



	  What can we learn from Elijah’s prayer on Mount Carmel?



	  In what ways would you like to imitate the faith of Elijah?














^ ***snnw p. 12 A Special Possession***


Song 147

A Special Possession


Download:

	  Lyrics Only



	  Lead Sheet





(1 Peter 2:9)


	             God has a new creation,

His spirit-anointed sons.

He has bought them from mankind,

His approval they’ve won.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.





	             They are a holy nation,

Who handle the truth aright.

God has called them from darkness

To his wonderful light.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.





	             Faithful to their commission,

They gather the other sheep.

To the Lamb they are loyal.

His commandments they keep.

(CHORUS)

A special possession,

They’re a people for your name.

They love you. They praise you.

As one they declare abroad your fame.









(See also Mal. 3:17; Isa. 43:20b, 21; Col. 1:13.)





^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.


^ (Mal. 3:17) “And they will be mine,” says Jehovah of armies, “in the day when I produce a special property.* I will show them compassion, just as a man shows compassion to his son who serves him.

Or “a treasured possession.”


^ (Isa. 43:20, 21) The wild beast of the field will honor me, The jackals and the ostriches, For I provide water in the wilderness, Rivers in the desert, For my people, my chosen one, to drink, 21 The people whom I formed for myself So that they might declare my praise.



^ (Col. 1:13) He rescued us from the authority of the darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,















^ (Esther 6:1-10:3) That night the king could not sleep.* So he said to bring the book of the historical records of the times, and it was read to the king. 2 There it was found written what Morʹde·cai had reported concerning Big·thaʹna and Teʹresh, two court officials of the king, doorkeepers, who had plotted to do away with* King A·has·u·eʹrus. 3 The king asked: “What honor and recognition has been given to Morʹde·cai for this?” To this the king’s personal attendants said: “Nothing has been done for him.” 4 Later the king said: “Who is in the courtyard?” Now Haʹman had come into the outer courtyard of the king’s house* to speak to the king about having Morʹde·cai hanged on the stake that he had prepared for him. 5 The king’s attendants said to him: “It is Haʹman standing in the courtyard.” So the king said: “Have him come in.” 6 When Haʹman came in, the king said to him: “What should be done for the man whom the king wishes to honor?” Haʹman said in his heart: “Whom would the king wish to honor more than me?” 7 So Haʹman said to the king: “For the man whom the king wishes to honor, 8 let them bring royal attire that the king wears and a horse on which the king rides, with the royal headdress on its head. 9 Then let the attire and the horse be put into the charge of one of the king’s noble princes, and they should clothe the man whom the king wishes to honor and have him ride on the horse in the public square of the city. They should call out before him: ‘This is what is done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!’” 10 At once the king said to Haʹman: “Quick! Take the attire and the horse, and do what you just said for Morʹde·cai the Jew who is sitting in the king’s gate. Do not leave out anything that you have said.” 11 So Haʹman took the attire and the horse, and he clothed Morʹde·cai and made him ride in the public square of the city and called out before him: “This is what is done for the man whom the king wishes to honor!” 12 Afterward Morʹde·cai returned to the king’s gate, but Haʹman hurried to his house, mourning with his head covered. 13 When Haʹman related to his wife Zeʹresh and to all his friends everything that had happened to him, his wise men and his wife Zeʹresh said to him: “If Morʹde·cai, before whom you have started to fall, is of Jewish descent,* you will not prevail against him; you will surely fall before him.” 14 While they were still speaking with him, the king’s court officials arrived and quickly took Haʹman to the banquet that Esther had made. 
7 So the king and Haʹman came in to Queen Esther’s banquet. 2 The king said to Esther again on the second day during the banquet of wine: “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It will be granted you. And what is your request? Even to* the half of my kingdom, it will be done!” 3 Queen Esther answered: “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life* be granted as my petition, and my people as my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be annihilated, killed, and destroyed. If we had simply been sold as male and female slaves, I would have kept silent. But the distress is not proper, for it will be damaging to the king.” 5 King A·has·u·eʹrus then said to Queen Esther: “Who is this, and where is the man who has dared to do such a thing?” 6 Esther said: “The adversary and enemy is this evil Haʹman.” Haʹman became terrified because of the king and the queen. 7 The king rose up in a rage from the banquet of wine and went into the palace garden, but Haʹman stood up to plead with Queen Esther for his life,* for he realized that the king was determined to punish him. 8 The king returned from the palace garden to the house of the wine banquet and saw that Haʹman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was. The king exclaimed: “Is he also going to rape the queen in my own house?” As soon as these words left the king’s mouth, they covered Haʹman’s face. 9 Har·boʹna, one of the king’s court officials, now said: “Haʹman also prepared a stake for Morʹde·cai, whose report saved the king. It is standing at Haʹman’s house, 50 cubits* high.” At that the king said: “Hang him on it.” 10 So they hanged Haʹman on the stake that he had prepared for Morʹde·cai, and the king’s rage subsided. 
8 On that day King A·has·u·eʹrus gave the house of Haʹman, the enemy of the Jews, to Queen Esther; and Morʹde·cai came in before the king, because Esther had revealed how he was related to her. 2 Then the king removed his signet ring that he had taken away from Haʹman and gave it to Morʹde·cai. And Esther put Morʹde·cai in charge of the house of Haʹman. 3 Moreover, Esther spoke again to the king. She fell down at his feet and wept and pleaded with him to undo the harm done by Haʹman the Agʹag·ite and his scheme against the Jews. 4 The king held the golden scepter out to Esther, at which Esther rose and stood before the king. 5 She said: “If it pleases the king and if I have his favor, and if it seems proper to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let an order be written to annul the documents of that schemer Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, which he wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces.* 6 For how can I bear to look upon the disaster that will come upon my people, and how can I bear to see the destruction of my relatives?” 7 So King A·has·u·eʹrus said to Queen Esther and to Morʹde·cai the Jew: “Look! I have given the house of Haʹman to Esther and have had him hanged on the stake, because of his plot to attack* the Jews. 8 You may now write in the king’s name whatever you see fit in behalf of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring, for a decree that is written in the king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be revoked.” 9 So the secretaries of the king were summoned at that time in the third month, that is, the month of Siʹvan,* on the 23rd day, and they wrote all that Morʹde·cai commanded to the Jews, as well as to the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces* from Inʹdi·a to E·thi·oʹpi·a, 127 provinces,* to each province* in its own script* and to each people in its own language and to the Jews in their own script* and language. 10 He wrote it in the name of King A·has·u·eʹrus and sealed it with the king’s signet ring and sent the written documents by the hand of couriers on horses; they rode on swift post-horses, bred for royal service. 11 In these documents the king granted permission to the Jews in all the different cities to gather together and defend their lives* and to annihilate, kill, and destroy any forces of any people or province* that might attack them, including women and children, and to seize their possessions. 12 This was to occur on the same day in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, on the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar.* 13 The text* of the document was to be issued as law throughout all the provinces.* It was to be proclaimed to all the peoples, so that the Jews would be ready on that day to take vengeance on their enemies. 14 The couriers riding the post-horses used in the royal service went out urgently and speedily at the king’s order. The law was also issued in Shuʹshan* the citadel.* 15 Now Morʹde·cai left the king’s presence in royal apparel of blue and linen, wearing a great golden crown and a fine-fabric cloak of purple wool. And the city of Shuʹshan* shouted for joy. 16 For the Jews there was relief* and rejoicing and exultation and honor. 17 And in all the provinces* and all the cities, wherever the decree of the king and his law reached, the Jews were rejoicing and exulting, holding banquets and celebrations. Many of the peoples of the land were declaring themselves Jews, for the dread of the Jews had fallen upon them. 
9 On the 13th day of the 12th month, that is, the month of Aʹdar,* when the king’s word and his law were to be carried out, on the day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to overpower them, the opposite happened, and the Jews defeated those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus to lay hands on those seeking to harm them, and not a man could stand against them, for the dread of them had fallen upon all the peoples. 3 And all the princes of the provinces,* the satraps, the governors, and those handling the business of the king were supporting the Jews, for they were in fear of Morʹde·cai. 4 Morʹde·cai had become powerful in the king’s house,* and his fame was spreading throughout all the provinces,* because Morʹde·cai was steadily growing more powerful. 5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them; they did whatever they wanted to those hating them. 6 In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews killed and destroyed 500 men. 7 Also, they killed Par·shan·daʹtha, Dalʹphon, As·paʹtha, 8 Po·raʹtha, A·daʹli·a, A·ri·daʹtha, 9 Par·mashʹta, Arʹi·sai, Arʹi·dai, and Vai·zaʹtha, 10 the ten sons of Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha, the enemy of the Jews. But after they killed them, they did not seize any plunder. 11 On that day the number of those killed in Shuʹshan* the citadel* was reported to the king. 12 The king said to Queen Esther: “In Shuʹshan* the citadel* the Jews have killed and destroyed 500 men and the ten sons of Haʹman. What, then, have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces?* What is your petition now? It will be granted you. And what is your further request? It will be done.” 13 Esther replied: “If it pleases the king, let the Jews who are in Shuʹshan* be permitted to act tomorrow also according to today’s law; and let the ten sons of Haʹman be hanged on the stake.” 14 So the king gave orders for that to be done. A law was issued in Shuʹshan,* and the ten sons of Haʹman were hanged. 15 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together again on the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar and killed 300 men in Shuʹshan,* but they did not seize any plunder. 16 The rest of the Jews in the provinces* of the king also gathered together and defended their lives.* They got rid of their enemies, killing 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did not seize any plunder. 17 That was on the 13th day of the month of Aʹdar, and they rested on the 14th day and made it a day of feasting and of rejoicing. 18 The Jews in Shuʹshan* gathered together on the 13th day and on the 14th day, and they rested on the 15th day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing. 19 That is why the rural Jews inhabiting the cities of the outlying districts made the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar a day of rejoicing and feasting, a day of celebration, and a time to send portions of food to one another. 20 Morʹde·cai recorded these events and sent official letters to all the Jews in all the provinces* of King A·has·u·eʹrus, both near and far. 21 He instructed them to observe the 14th day of the month of Aʹdar, as well as the 15th day, each and every year, 22 because on those days the Jews rested from their enemies and in that month their grief was changed to rejoicing and their mourning to a day of celebration. They were to observe them as days of feasting and rejoicing and as a time to send portions of food to one another and gifts to the poor. 23 And the Jews agreed to continue the celebration that they had started and to do what Morʹde·cai wrote to them. 24 For Haʹman the son of Ham·me·daʹtha the Agʹag·ite, the enemy of all the Jews, had schemed against the Jews to destroy them, and he had cast Pur, that is, the Lot, to throw them into a panic and to destroy them. 25 But when Esther came in before the king, he gave orders in writing: “Let his evil scheme against the Jews come back on his own head”; and they hanged him and his sons on the stake. 26 That is why they called these days Puʹrim, after the name of the Pur.* Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter and what they saw concerning this matter and what had come upon them, 27 the Jews obligated themselves and their descendants and all those joining them to celebrate these two days without fail and to carry out what was written concerning them at the appointed time each and every year. 28 These days were to be remembered and observed in every generation, by each family, each province,* and each city; and these days of Puʹrim should not cease among the Jews, and their commemoration should not come to an end among their descendants. 29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abʹi·ha·il, and Morʹde·cai the Jew wrote with full authority to confirm a second letter about Puʹrim. 30 He sent official letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces,* the realm of A·has·u·eʹrus, in words of peace and truth 31 to confirm the observance of the days of Puʹrim at their appointed times, just as Morʹde·cai the Jew and Queen Esther had instructed them to do and just as they had obligated themselves* and their descendants to carry out, including the fasting and supplication. 32 And the command of Esther confirmed these matters concerning Puʹrim, and it was recorded in a book. 
10 King A·has·u·eʹrus imposed forced labor on the land and the islands of the sea. 2 And all his powerful and mighty accomplishments, as well as the detailed account of Morʹde·cai’s greatness to which the king exalted him, are they not written in the book of the history of the times of the kings of Meʹdi·a and Persia? 3 For Morʹde·cai the Jew was second only to King A·has·u·eʹrus. He was great* among the Jews and respected by the multitude of his brothers, working for the good of his people and advocating the welfare of* all their descendants.

Lit., “the king’s sleep fled.”
Lit., “to lay hand on.”
Or “palace.”
Lit., “from the seed of the Jews.”
Or “for.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
About 22.3 m (73 ft). See App. B14.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Lit., “because he thrust out his hand against.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “style of writing.”
Or “souls.”
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “copy.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Lit., “light.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “palace.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “palace; fortress.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “stood up for their souls.”
Or “Susa.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
“Pur,” meaning “Lot.” The plural form “Purim” came to designate the Jewish festival celebrated in the 12th month of the sacred calendar. See App. B15.
Or “jurisdictional district.”
Or “jurisdictional districts.”
Or “had imposed upon their soul.”
Or “highly regarded.”
Lit., “and speaking peace for.”














^ (Job 1:1-5:27) There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job.* He was an upright man of integrity;* he feared God and shunned what was bad. 2 Seven sons and three daughters were born to him. 3 His livestock amounted to 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000 cattle,* and 500 donkeys,* along with a very large number of servants, so that he became the greatest of all the people of the East. 4 Each of his sons would hold a banquet at his house on his own set day.* They would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 After a series of banquet days was complete, Job would send for them in order to sanctify them. Then he would get up early in the morning and offer up burnt sacrifices for each of them. For Job said: “Maybe my sons have sinned and have cursed God in their heart.” That is what Job would always do. 6 Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them. 7 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 12 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 20 At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.* 
2 Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah. 2 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes. 9 Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips. 11 Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. They began to weep loudly and to rip their garments apart, and they threw dust into the air and onto their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great. 
3 It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’  4 Let that day be darkness. Let God above show no concern for it; Let no light shine upon it.  5 Let the deepest darkness* reclaim it. Let a rain cloud settle over it. Let whatever darkens the day terrify it.  6 That night—let the gloom seize it; Let it not rejoice among the days of a year, And let it not enter among the number of the months.  7 Indeed! Let that night become barren; Let no joyful cry be heard in it.  8 Let those who curse the day put a curse on it, Those who are able to awaken Le·viʹa·than.*  9 Let the stars of its twilight grow dark; Let it wait in vain for daylight, And let it not see the rays of dawn. 10 For it did not close the doors of my mother’s womb; Nor did it hide trouble from my eyes. 11 Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb? 12 Why were there knees to receive me And breasts to nurse me? 13 For now I would be lying down undisturbed; I would be sleeping and at rest 14 With kings of the earth and their advisers, Who built for themselves places that are now in ruins,* 15 Or with princes who possessed gold, Whose houses were filled with silver. 16 Or why was I not like a hidden miscarriage, Like children who have never seen the light? 17 There even the wicked have ceased from agitation; There the weary are at rest. 18 There the prisoners are at ease together; They do not hear the voice of the one forcing them to work. 19 Small and great are the same there, And the slave is set free from his master. 20 Why does he give light to one who is suffering And life to those in bitter distress?* 21 Why do they long for death, but it does not come? They dig for it more than for hidden treasures, 22 Those who are rejoicing greatly, Who are happy when they find the grave. 23 Why does he give light to a man who has lost his way, Whom God has hedged in? 24 For in place of my food comes my sighing, And my groaning pours out like water. 25 For what I have dreaded has come upon me, And what I have feared has befallen me. 26 I have had no peace, no quiet, no rest, But trouble keeps coming.” 
4 Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite then said in reply:  2 “If someone tries to speak to you, will you become impatient? For who can hold back from speaking?  3 True, you have corrected many, And you used to strengthen the weak hands.  4 Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.  5 But now it has happened to you, and you are overwhelmed;* It touches you, and you are dismayed.  6 Does your reverence for God not give you confidence? Does your way of integrity not give you hope?  7 Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?  8 What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.  9 By the breath of God they perish, And through a blast of his anger they come to an end. 10 The lion roars, and a young lion growls, But even the teeth of strong lions* are broken. 11 A lion perishes for lack of prey, And the cubs of a lion are scattered. 12 Now a word was brought to me in secret, And a whisper of it reached my ear. 13 In troubling thoughts during visions of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, 14 A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice: 17 ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth! 20 They are completely crushed from morning to evening; They perish forever, and no one takes notice. 21 Are they not like a tent whose cord is pulled out? They die without wisdom. 
5 “Call, please! Is there anyone answering you? To which of the holy ones will you turn?  2 For resentment will kill the foolish one, And envy will put the simpleminded to death.  3 I have seen the foolish one taking root, But suddenly his dwelling place is cursed.  4 His sons are far from safety, And they are crushed at the city gate, with no one to save them.  5 The hungry one eats what he harvests, Taking it even from among the thorns, And their possessions are ensnared.  6 For harmful things do not sprout from the dust, And trouble does not spring from the ground.  7 For man is born for trouble, As surely as sparks fly upward.  8 But I would appeal to God, And to God I would submit my case,  9 To the One doing great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things without number. 10 He gives rain to the earth And sends waters upon the fields. 11 He raises the lowly up high, And he raises up the dejected one to salvation. 12 He frustrates the schemes of the crafty, So that the work of their hands does not succeed. 13 He catches the wise in their own cunning, So that the plans of the shrewd are thwarted. 14 They meet with darkness during the day, And they grope about at midday as if it were night. 15 He saves from the sword of their mouth, Saving the poor from the hand of the strong, 16 So that there is hope for the lowly, But the mouth of unrighteousness is shut. 17 Look! Happy is the man whom God reproves; So do not reject the discipline of the Almighty! 18 For he causes pain, but binds up the wound; He breaks apart, but heals with his own hands. 19 He will save you from six calamities, Even the seventh will not harm you. 20 During famine he will redeem you from death, And from the power of a sword during war. 21 You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, And you will not fear devastation when it comes. 22 You will laugh at destruction and hunger, And you will not fear the wild beasts of the earth. 23 For the stones of the field will not harm you,* And the wild beasts of the field will be at peace with you. 24 You will know that your tent is secure,* And nothing will be missing when you inspect your pasture. 25 You will enjoy many children, And your descendants will be as plentiful as the vegetation of the earth. 26 You will still be strong when you go to the grave, Like sheaves of grain gathered in their season. 27 Look! We have investigated this, and it is so. Listen and accept it.”

Possibly meaning “Object of Hostility.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “500 pairs of cattle.”
Lit., “female donkeys.”
Or “at the house of each one in his turn.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”
Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”
Or “acquaintances.”
Lit., “curse his day.”
Or “darkness and death’s shadow.”
Understood to refer to the crocodile or some other large, powerful aquatic animal.
Or possibly, “who built desolate places for themselves.”
Or “those bitter of soul.”
Lit., “you become weary.”
Or “devise.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “messengers.”
Or “will have a covenant (an agreement) with you.”
Lit., “peace.”


^ (Job 4:1-21) Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite then said in reply:  2 “If someone tries to speak to you, will you become impatient? For who can hold back from speaking?  3 True, you have corrected many, And you used to strengthen the weak hands.  4 Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.  5 But now it has happened to you, and you are overwhelmed;* It touches you, and you are dismayed.  6 Does your reverence for God not give you confidence? Does your way of integrity not give you hope?  7 Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?  8 What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.  9 By the breath of God they perish, And through a blast of his anger they come to an end. 10 The lion roars, and a young lion growls, But even the teeth of strong lions* are broken. 11 A lion perishes for lack of prey, And the cubs of a lion are scattered. 12 Now a word was brought to me in secret, And a whisper of it reached my ear. 13 In troubling thoughts during visions of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, 14 A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice: 17 ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth! 20 They are completely crushed from morning to evening; They perish forever, and no one takes notice. 21 Are they not like a tent whose cord is pulled out? They die without wisdom.

Lit., “you become weary.”
Or “devise.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “messengers.”





^ ***sn song 89 Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”***


Song 89

Jehovah’s Warm Appeal: “Be Wise, My Son”


(Proverbs 27:11)


1. Young man and young woman,

do give your heart to me.

My foe who now taunts me

will then be made to see.

Your youth and devotion

to me you freely give;

You show all the world

that for me you really live.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice.

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And furnish praise by your own choice.



2. Rejoice and take pleasure

in giving me your all,

And though you may stumble,

I’ll raise you if you fall.

No matter who fails you

or proves to be untrue,

Take comfort in knowing

I’ll always cherish you.

(CHORUS)

Beloved son and precious daughter,

Be wise and make my heart rejoice.

That out of your own heart you serve me,

And furnish praise by your own choice.





(See also Deut. 6:5; Eccl. 11:9; Isa. 41:13.)





^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Deut. 6:5) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.*

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”


^ (Eccl. 11:9) Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and go where your eyes lead you; but know that the true God will bring you into judgment* for all these things.

Or “call you to account.”


^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’









^ ***w11 5/15 p. 17 Who Is the Most Important Person in Your Life?***

The Issue in Job’s Day

 6. How did Satan challenge Job’s record of integrity, and what opportunity was thereby given to Job?

6 Centuries later, the faithful man Job had an opportunity to show who was the most important Person in his life. When Jehovah confronted Satan with Job’s record of integrity, Satan retorted: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God?” (Read Job 1:7-10.) Satan did not deny that Job was obedient to God. Instead, he questioned Job’s motives. He slyly accused Job of serving Jehovah, not out of love, but out of selfish interest. Only Job could answer that charge, and he was given the opportunity to do so.

7, 8. What trials did Job have to deal with, and what did he show by his faithful endurance?

7 Jehovah allowed Satan to bring a series of disasters upon Job, one after the other. (Job 1:12-19) How did Job react to this reversal of circumstances? We are told that he “did not sin or ascribe anything improper to God.” (Job 1:22) But Satan was still not silenced. He further complained: “Skin in behalf of skin, and everything that a man has he will give in behalf of his soul.”* (Job 2:4) Satan alleged that if Job personally suffered, he would decide that Jehovah was not the most important Person in his life.

8 Job was disfigured by a disgusting disease and then pressured by his wife to curse God and die. Later, three false comforters accused him of misconduct. (Job 2:11-13; 8:2-6; 22:2, 3) However, through all this suffering, Job refused to give up his integrity. (Read Job 2:9, 10.) He showed by his faithful endurance that Jehovah was the most important Person in his life. Job also demonstrated that it is possible for an imperfect human to answer, although in a limited way, the false accusations of the Devil.—Compare Proverbs 27:11.



^ par. 6 (Job 1:7-10) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land.

Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ par. 7 (Job 1:12-19) Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.”

Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”


^ par. 7 (Job 1:22) In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.*

Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”


^ par. 7 (Job 2:4) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.*

Or “soul.”


^ par. 8 (Job 2:11-13) Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. They began to weep loudly and to rip their garments apart, and they threw dust into the air and onto their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great.

Or “acquaintances.”


^ par. 8 (Job 8:2-6) “How long will you keep speaking like this? The words of your mouth are but a mighty wind!  3 Will God pervert justice, Or will the Almighty pervert righteousness?  4 If your sons sinned against him, He let them be punished for their revolt;*  5 But if you would just look to God And plead with the Almighty for favor,  6 And if you were truly pure and upright, He would pay attention to you* And restore you to your rightful place.

Lit., “He sent them into the hand of their revolt.”
Or “rouse himself for you.”


^ par. 8 (Job 22:2, 3) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ par. 8 (Job 2:9, 10) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips.



^ par. 8 (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.







^ par. 7 Some Bible scholars feel that the expression “skin in behalf of skin” may imply that Job would selfishly be willing to allow his children and animals to lose their skins, or lives, as long as he could keep his own skin, or life. Others feel that the expression emphasizes that a person would be willing to lose some skin if it meant saving his life. For example, a person may hold up his arm to avert a blow to his head, thus losing some skin to save his skin. Whatever the idiom meant, it obviously implied that Job would gladly give up everything as long as he could keep his life.







^ ***w09 4/15 p. 3 Job Held High the Name of Jehovah***

Job Tested by Satan

 3. What do we know about Job, and why did Satan target him?

3 Job was a wealthy and influential man, a patriarch of good moral character. He was evidently a highly regarded counselor who befriended the needy. Most important, Job feared God. Job is described as a man who “proved to be blameless and upright, and fearing God and turning aside from bad.” It was Job’s godly devotion—not his wealth and influence—that made him a target for the attacks of Satan the Devil.—Job 1:1; 29:7-16; 31:1.

 4. What is integrity?

4 The introductory narrative of the book of Job describes a gathering in heaven where the angels took their station before Jehovah. Satan was also present, and he leveled charges against Job. (Read Job 1:6-11.) Although Satan mentioned Job’s possessions, he focused his attention on challenging Job’s integrity. The term “integrity” carries the thought of being upright, blameless, righteous, and faultless. As used in the Bible, human integrity denotes a completeness of heart devotion to the person of Jehovah.



^ par. 3 (Job 1:1) There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job.* He was an upright man of integrity;* he feared God and shunned what was bad.

Possibly meaning “Object of Hostility.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ par. 3 (Job 29:7-16) When I used to go out to the city gate And take my seat in the public square,  8 The young men would see me and step aside,* And even the old men would rise and remain standing.  9 Princes refrained from speaking; They would put their hand over their mouth. 10 The voices of the prominent men were silenced; Their tongue was stuck to the roof of their mouth. 11 Whoever heard me would speak well of me, And those who saw me would testify for me. 12 For I would rescue the poor who cried for help, Along with the fatherless child and anyone who had no helper. 13 The one about to perish would bless me, And I made the heart of the widow rejoice. 14 I put on righteousness as my clothing; My justice was like a robe* and a turban. 15 I became eyes to the blind And feet to the lame. 16 I was a father to the poor; I would investigate the legal case of those I did not know.

Lit., “hide themselves.”
Or “sleeveless coat.”


^ par. 3 (Job 31:1) “I have made a covenant with my eyes. So how could I show improper attention to a virgin?



^ par. 4 (Job 1:6-11) Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them. 7 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”








^ ***w09 4/15 p. 4 Job Held High the Name of Jehovah***

 6. (a) What happened during another gathering in heaven? (b) Whom did Satan have in mind when he challenged Job’s integrity to Jehovah?

6 Later, there was another gathering in heaven. Again Satan leveled charges against Job, saying: “Skin in behalf of skin, and everything that a man has he will give in behalf of his soul. For a change, thrust out your hand, please, and touch as far as his bone and his flesh and see whether he will not curse you to your very face.” Notice that Satan expanded his accusations. By saying, “Everything that a man has he will give in behalf of his soul,” the Devil challenged the integrity not only of Job but of any “man” who worships Jehovah. Thereafter, God permitted Satan to strike Job with a painful disease. (Job 2:1-8) But that was not the full extent of Job’s trials.



^ par. 6 (Job 2:1-8) Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah. 2 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”








^ ***w06 3/15 p. 13 par. 6 Highlights From the Book of Job***

1:6; 2:1—Who were allowed to enter before Jehovah? Among those who took their stand before Jehovah were God’s only-begotten Son, the Word; the faithful angels; and disobedient angelic ‘sons of God,’ including Satan the Devil. (John 1:1, 18) Satan and his demons were not ousted from heaven until shortly after the establishment of God’s Kingdom in 1914. (Revelation 12:1-12) By permitting them to enter before him, Jehovah brought before all spirit creatures Satan’s challenge and the issues it raised.



^ par. 6 (Job 1:6) Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ par. 6 (Job 2:1) Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.


^ par. 6 (John 1:1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god.*

Or “was divine.”


^ par. 6 (John 1:18) No man has seen God at any time; the only-begotten god who is at the Father’s side* is the one who has explained Him.

Or “in the bosom position with the Father.” This refers to a position of special favor.


^ par. 6 (Rev. 12:1-12) Then a great sign was seen in heaven: A woman was arrayed* with the sun, and the moon was beneath her feet, and on her head was a crown of 12 stars, 2 and she was pregnant. And she was crying out in her pains and in her agony to give birth. 3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Look! A great fiery-colored dragon, with seven heads and ten horns and on its heads seven diadems;* 4 and its tail drags a third of the stars of heaven, and it hurled them down to the earth. And the dragon kept standing before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she did give birth, it might devour her child. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron rod. And her child was snatched* away to God and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God and where they would feed her for 1,260 days. 7 And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled 8 but they did not prevail,* nor was a place found for them any longer in heaven. 9 So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him. 10 I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God! 11 And they conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their witnessing, and they did not love their souls* even in the face of death. 12 On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.”

Or “clothed.”
Or “royal headbands.”
Or “caught.”
Meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Or possibly, “but it [that is, the dragon] was defeated.”
Or “lives.” See Glossary.








^ ***w14 3/15 pp. 12-13 How to Maintain a Positive Viewpoint***


 3. What may trigger negative feelings?

3 For such brothers or sisters, negative feelings may be triggered by disappointments, illness, or some indication of the limitations of old age. (Ps. 71:9; Prov. 13:12; Eccl. 7:7) Moreover, every Christian must face the reality that the heart is treacherous and may condemn us even though God may be pleased with us. (Jer. 17:9; 1 John 3:20) The Devil falsely accuses God’s servants. And those who have Satan’s thinking may try to infect us with the view that faithless Eliphaz expressed—we are worthless to God. That was a lie in Job’s day as it is today.—Job 4:18, 19.





^ par. 3 (Ps. 71:9) Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails.



^ par. 3 (Prov. 13:12) Expectation* postponed makes the heart sick, But a desire realized is a tree of life.

Or “Hope.”


^ par. 3 (Eccl. 7:7) But oppression can drive the wise one into madness, and a bribe corrupts the heart.



^ par. 3 (Jer. 17:9) The heart is more treacherous* than anything else and is desperate.* Who can know it?

Or “deceitful.”
Or possibly, “incurable.”


^ par. 3 (1 John 3:20) regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.



^ par. 3 (Job 4:18, 19) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth!

Or “messengers.”








^ ***w05 9/15 p. 26 Resist Wrong Thinking!***

In all three speeches, Eliphaz presented the idea that God is so exacting that nothing his servants do is good enough for him. “Look! In his servants he has no faith,” Eliphaz told Job, “and his angels he charges with faultiness.” (Job 4:18, footnote) Eliphaz later said of God: “In his holy ones he has no faith, and the heavens themselves are actually not clean in his eyes.” (Job 15:15) And he asked: “Does the Almighty have any delight in that you are righteous?” (Job 22:3) Bildad was in agreement with this viewpoint, for he stated: “There is even the moon, and it is not bright; and the stars themselves have not proved clean in [God’s] eyes.”—Job 25:5.

We must be on guard against being influenced by such thinking. It can lead us to feel that God requires too much of us. This view attacks our very relationship with Jehovah. Moreover, if we succumb to this type of reasoning, how would we respond when we are given needed discipline? Rather than humbly accepting the correction, our heart may become “enraged against Jehovah himself,” and we may harbor resentment toward him. (Proverbs 19:3) How spiritually disastrous that would be!



^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 15:15) Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes.



^ (Job 22:3) Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 25:5) Even the moon is not bright And the stars are not pure in his eyes,



^ (Prov. 19:3) It is a man’s own foolishness that distorts his way, And his heart becomes enraged against Jehovah.









^ ***w95 2/15 pp. 27-28 A Lesson in How to Handle Problems***

Well, they based practically all their counsel on an incorrect supposition: that suffering comes only to those who sin. In his first speech, Eliphaz said: “Who that is innocent has ever perished? And where have the upright ever been effaced? According to what I have seen, those devising what is hurtful and those sowing trouble will themselves reap it.” (Job 4:7, 8) Eliphaz mistakenly believed that the innocent are immune to calamity. He reasoned that since Job was in severe straits, he must have sinned against God.* Both Bildad and Zophar likewise insisted that Job repent of his sins.—Job 8:5, 6; 11:13-15.

His three companions further disheartened Job by voicing personal ideas rather than godly wisdom. Eliphaz went so far as to say that ‘God has no faith in his servants’ and that it did not really matter to Jehovah whether Job was righteous or not. (Job 4:18; 22:2, 3) It is hard to imagine a more discouraging—or more untruthful—remark than that! Not surprisingly, Jehovah later rebuked Eliphaz and his companions for this blasphemy. “You men have not spoken concerning me what is truthful,” he said. (Job 42:7) But the most damaging assertion was yet to come.



^ (Job 4:7, 8) Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?  8 What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.

Or “devise.”


^ (Job 8:5, 6) But if you would just look to God And plead with the Almighty for favor,  6 And if you were truly pure and upright, He would pay attention to you* And restore you to your rightful place.

Or “rouse himself for you.”


^ (Job 11:13-15) If only you would prepare your heart And stretch out your hands to him. 14 If your hand is doing wrong, put it far away, And let no unrighteousness dwell in your tents. 15 For then you could lift up your face with no defect; You could stand firm, free of fear.



^ (Job 4:18) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.*

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 22:2, 3) “Can a man be of use to God? Can anyone with insight be of benefit to him?  3 Does the Almighty care* that you are righteous, Or does he gain anything because you follow the course of integrity?

Or “Does it delight the Almighty.”


^ (Job 42:7) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.







^ par. 7 While the Bible states that “whatever a man is sowing, this he will also reap,” this does not mean that a person’s suffering must be divine retribution. (Galatians 6:7) In this world dominated by Satan, the righteous often face more problems than the wicked do. (1 John 5:19) “You will be objects of hatred by all people on account of my name,” Jesus told his disciples. (Matthew 10:22) Sickness and other types of misfortune can befall any of God’s faithful servants.—Psalm 41:3; 73:3-5; Philippians 2:25-27.




^ (Gal. 6:7) Do not be misled: God is not one to be mocked. For whatever a person is sowing, this he will also reap;



^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^ (Matt. 10:22) And you will be hated by all people on account of my name, but the one who has endured* to the end will be saved.

Or “who endures.”


^ (Ps. 41:3) Jehovah will sustain him on his sickbed; During his sickness you will completely change his bed.



^ (Ps. 73:3-5) For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”


^ (Phil. 2:25-27) But for now I consider it necessary to send to you E·paph·ro·diʹtus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your envoy and personal servant for my need, 26 since he is longing to see all of you and is depressed because you heard he had fallen sick. 27 Indeed, he did fall sick nearly to the point of death; but God had mercy on him, in fact, not only on him but also on me, so that I should not have one grief after another.









^ ***fg lesson 2 ques. 2***


No human has ever seen God because he is a Spirit, which means that he is a higher form of life than the physical creatures who live on earth. (John 1:18; 4:24) Nevertheless, we can discern God’s personality from the things he has made. For instance, the variety of fruits and flowers tells us of his love and wisdom. The size of the universe tells us of his power.—Read Romans 1:20.

We can learn even more about God’s personality by reading the Bible. For example, it tells us what God likes and what he does not like, how he treats people, and how he reacts in different situations.—Read Psalm 103:7-10.





^ par. 2 (John 1:18) No man has seen God at any time; the only-begotten god who is at the Father’s side* is the one who has explained Him.

Or “in the bosom position with the Father.” This refers to a position of special favor.


^ par. 2 (John 4:24) God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^ par. 2 (Rom. 1:20) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^ par. 3 (Ps. 103:7-10) He made known his ways to Moses, His deeds to the sons of Israel.  8 Jehovah is merciful and compassionate,* Slow to anger and abundant in loyal love.*  9 He will not always find fault, Nor will he stay resentful forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor has he repaid us what our errors deserve.

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”








^ ***sn song 88 Children Are a Trust From God***


Song 88

Children Are a Trust From God


(Psalm 127:3-5)


1. When a man becomes a father

And a woman has a child of her own,

They share a trust, they must remember,

That is not theirs, not theirs alone.

The gift they share is from Jehovah;

Of life and love he is the one true Source.

To parents he gives sure direction

That they may follow the wisest course.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.



2. All the words God has commanded—

They must always prove to be on your heart.

These words you’ll speak to sons and daughters;

This is your trust, this is your part.

To them you’ll speak along your roadway,

When you rise up and when you are at rest.

In years to come, may they remember,

May they be faithful, may they be blessed.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.





(See also Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 6:4; 1 Tim. 4:16.)





^ (Ps. 127:3-5) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate.

Or “Children.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition* of Jehovah.*

Or “instruction; guidance.” Lit., “putting mind in.”
See App. A5.


^ (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.









^ ***ia pp. 92-95 He Watched, and He Waited***


1, 2. Elijah faced what unpleasant task, and in what ways were he and Ahab different?

ELIJAH longed to be alone with his heavenly Father. But the throngs around him had just seen this true prophet call down fire from heaven, and many of the people were no doubt eager to curry favor with him. Before Elijah could ascend to the heights of Mount Carmel and approach Jehovah God in private prayer, he faced an unpleasant task. He had to speak to King Ahab.

2 The two men could hardly have been more different. Ahab, bedecked in royal finery, was a greedy, weak-willed apostate. Elijah wore the official garb of a prophet—a simple, rustic robe, possibly of animal skin or of woven camel or goat hair. He was a man of great courage, integrity, and faith. The day that was now drawing to a close had revealed much about the character of each man.

3, 4. (a) Why had it been a bad day for Ahab and other Baal worshippers? (b) What questions will we discuss?

3 It had been a bad day for Ahab and other Baal worshippers. The pagan religion that Ahab and his wife, Queen Jezebel, championed in the ten-tribe kingdom of Israel had been dealt a severe blow. Baal had been exposed as a fraud. That lifeless god had failed to light a simple fire in response to the frantic pleas, dances, and ritual bloodletting of his prophets. Baal had failed to protect those 450 men from their well-deserved execution. But the false god had failed in something else, and that failure was about to be made complete. For over three years, the Baal prophets had implored their god to end the drought afflicting the land, but Baal had proved unable to do so. Soon, Jehovah himself would demonstrate his supremacy by ending the drought.—1 Ki. 16:30–17:1; 18:1-40.

4 When, though, would Jehovah act? How would Elijah conduct himself until then? And what can we learn from this man of faith? Let us see as we examine the account.—Read 1 Kings 18:41-46.

A Prayerful Attitude

 5. What did Elijah tell Ahab to do, and does it seem that Ahab had learned anything from the day’s events?

5 Elijah approached Ahab and said: “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the turmoil of a downpour.” Had this wicked king learned anything from the day’s events? The account does not say specifically, but we find here no words of repentance, no request that the prophet help him approach Jehovah and seek forgiveness. No, Ahab simply “proceeded to go up to eat and drink.” (1 Ki. 18:41, 42) What about Elijah?

6, 7. For what did Elijah pray, and why?

6 “As for Elijah, he went up to the top of Carmel and began crouching to the earth and keeping his face put between his knees.” While Ahab went off to fill his stomach, Elijah had an opportunity to pray to his heavenly Father. Note the humble posture described here—Elijah on the ground with his head bowed so low that his face was near his knees. What was Elijah doing? We need not guess. The Bible, at James 5:18, tells us that Elijah prayed for the drought to end. Likely he was offering such a prayer on top of Carmel.

7 Earlier, Jehovah had said: “I am determined to give rain upon the surface of the ground.” (1 Ki. 18:1) So Elijah prayed for the fulfillment of Jehovah’s stated will, much as Jesus taught his followers to pray some one thousand years later.—Matt. 6:9, 10.

 8. What does Elijah’s example teach us about prayer?

8 Elijah’s example teaches us much about prayer. Foremost in Elijah’s thoughts was the accomplishment of God’s will. When we pray, it is good to remember: “No matter what it is that we ask according to [God’s] will, he hears us.” (1 John 5:14) Clearly, then, we need to know what God’s will is in order to pray acceptably—a good reason to make Bible study a part of our daily life. Surely Elijah also wanted to see an end to the drought because of all the suffering among the people of his homeland. His heart was likely full of thanksgiving after the miracle he had seen Jehovah perform that day. We likewise want our prayers to reflect heartfelt thanksgiving and concern for the welfare of others.—Read 2 Corinthians 1:11; Philippians 4:6.

Confident and Watchful

 9. What did Elijah direct his attendant to do, and what two qualities will we consider?

9 Elijah was sure that Jehovah would act to end the drought, but he was not sure when Jehovah would act. So, what did the prophet do in the meantime? Note what the account says: “He said to his attendant: ‘Go up, please. Look in the direction of the sea.’ So he went up and looked and then said: ‘There is nothing at all.’ And he went on to say, ‘Go back,’ for seven times.” (1 Ki. 18:43) Elijah’s example teaches us at least two lessons. First, note the prophet’s confidence. Then, consider his watchfulness.

Elijah eagerly sought evidence that Jehovah was about to act



10, 11. (a) In what way did Elijah show his confidence in Jehovah’s promise? (b) Why can we have similar confidence?

10 Because Elijah had confidence in Jehovah’s promise, he eagerly sought evidence that Jehovah was about to act. He sent his attendant up to a high vantage point to scan the horizon for any signs of impending rain. Upon his return, the attendant delivered this unenthusiastic report: “There is nothing at all.” The horizon was clear, and the sky, evidently cloudless. Now, did you notice something unusual? Remember, Elijah had just told King Ahab: “There is the sound of the turmoil of a downpour.” How could the prophet say such a thing when there were no rain clouds to be seen?

11 Elijah knew of Jehovah’s promise. As Jehovah’s prophet and representative, he was sure that his God would fulfill His word. Elijah was confident—so much so that it was as if he could already hear the downpour. We might be reminded of the Bible’s description of Moses: “He continued steadfast as seeing the One who is invisible.” Is God that real to you? He provides ample reason for us to put that kind of faith in him and his promises.—Heb. 11:1, 27.





^ par. 3 (1 Ki. 16:30-17:1) Aʹhab the son of Omʹri was worse in the eyes of Jehovah than all those who were prior to him. 31 As if it were a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of Jer·o·boʹam the son of Neʹbat, he also took as wife Jezʹe·bel the daughter of Eth·baʹal, the king of the Si·doʹni·ans, and began to serve Baʹal and to bow down to him. 32 Further, he set up an altar to Baʹal at the house* of Baʹal that he built in Sa·marʹi·a. 33 Aʹhab also made the sacred pole.* Aʹhab did more to offend Jehovah the God of Israel than all the kings of Israel prior to him. 34 In his days, Hiʹel the Bethʹel·ite rebuilt Jerʹi·cho. At the cost of A·biʹram his firstborn he laid its foundation, and at the cost of Seʹgub his youngest he put up its doors, according to the word of Jehovah spoken through Joshua the son of Nun. 
17 Now E·liʹjah* the Tishʹbite, an inhabitant of Gilʹe·ad, said to Aʹhab: “As surely as Jehovah the God of Israel whom I serve* is living, during these years there will be no dew or rain except by my word!”

Or “temple.”
See Glossary.
Meaning “My God Is Jehovah.”
Lit., “before whom I stand.”


^ par. 3 (1 Ki. 18:1-40) After some time, in the third year, Jehovah’s word came to E·liʹjah, saying: “Go, present yourself to Aʹhab, and I will send rain on the surface of the ground.” 2 So E·liʹjah went to present himself to Aʹhab, while the famine was severe in Sa·marʹi·a. 3 Meanwhile, Aʹhab called O·ba·diʹah, who was over the household. (Now O·ba·diʹah greatly feared Jehovah, 4 and when Jezʹe·bel was doing away with* Jehovah’s prophets, O·ba·diʹah took 100 prophets and hid them 50 to a cave, and he supplied them with bread and water.) 5 Aʹhab then said to O·ba·diʹah: “Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all the valleys.* Perhaps we can find enough grass to keep the horses and mules alive and not have all our animals die.” 6 So they divided between themselves the land they were going to pass through. Aʹhab went alone by one way, and O·ba·diʹah went alone by another way. 7 As O·ba·diʹah was on his way, E·liʹjah was there to meet him. At once he recognized him and fell facedown and said: “Is this you, my lord E·liʹjah?” 8 He replied to him: “It is I. Go and tell your lord: ‘E·liʹjah is here.’” 9 But he said: “What sin have I committed that you should hand your servant over to Aʹhab to put me to death? 10 As surely as Jehovah your God is living, there is not a nation or a kingdom where my lord has not sent to look for you. After they said, ‘He is not here,’ he made the kingdom and the nation swear that they could not find you. 11 Now you are saying, ‘Go and tell your lord: “E·liʹjah is here.”’ 12 When I depart from you, the spirit of Jehovah will carry you away to a place I will not know, and when I tell Aʹhab and he does not find you, he will surely kill me. Yet, your servant has feared Jehovah from his youth. 13 Has my lord not been told what I did when Jezʹe·bel was killing the prophets of Jehovah, how I hid 100 of the prophets of Jehovah by groups of 50 in a cave and kept supplying them bread and water? 14 But now you are saying, ‘Go and tell your lord: “E·liʹjah is here.”’ He will certainly kill me.” 15 However, E·liʹjah said: “As surely as Jehovah of armies whom I serve* is living, today I will present myself to him.” 16 So O·ba·diʹah went off to meet Aʹhab and told him, and Aʹhab went to meet E·liʹjah. 17 As soon as Aʹhab saw E·liʹjah, he said to him: “Is this you, the one bringing great trouble* on Israel?” 18 To this he said: “I have not brought trouble on Israel, but you and the house of your father have, by abandoning the commandments of Jehovah and by following the Baʹals. 19 And now summon all Israel to me at Mount Carʹmel, as well as the 450 prophets of Baʹal and the 400 prophets of the sacred pole,* who are eating at the table of Jezʹe·bel.” 20 So Aʹhab sent word among all the people of Israel and collected the prophets together at Mount Carʹmel. 21 Then E·liʹjah approached all the people and said: “How long will you be limping between two different opinions?* If Jehovah is the true God, follow him; but if Baʹal is, follow him!” But the people did not say a word in answer to him. 22 E·liʹjah then said to the people: “I am the only prophet of Jehovah left, while the prophets of Baʹal are 450 men. 23 Let them give us two young bulls, and let them choose one young bull and cut it into pieces and put it on the wood, but they should not put fire to it. I will prepare the other young bull, and I will place it on the wood, but I will not put fire to it. 24 Then you must call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of Jehovah. The God who answers by fire will show that he is the true God.” To this all the people answered: “What you say is good.” 25 E·liʹjah now said to the prophets of Baʹal: “Choose one young bull and prepare it first, because you are the majority. Then call on the name of your god, but you must not put fire to it.” 26 So they took the young bull that was given to them, prepared it, and kept calling on the name of Baʹal from morning until noon, saying: “O Baʹal, answer us!” But there was no voice and no one answering. They kept limping around the altar that they had made. 27 About noon E·liʹjah began to mock them and say: “Call out at the top of your voice! After all, he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought or he has gone to relieve himself.* Or maybe he is asleep and someone needs to wake him up!” 28 They were calling out at the top of their voice and cutting themselves with daggers and lances, according to their custom, until their blood gushed out all over them. 29 Noon was past and they continued in a frenzy* until the time the evening grain offering is presented, but there was no voice and no one answering; no one was paying attention. 30 At length E·liʹjah said to all the people: “Approach me.” So all the people approached him. Then he repaired the altar of Jehovah that had been torn down. 31 E·liʹjah then took 12 stones, corresponding to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom Jehovah’s word had come, saying: “Israel will be your name.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah. Then he made a trench all around the altar, an area large enough to sow with two seah measures* of seed. 33 After that he put the pieces of wood in order, cut the young bull into pieces, and placed it on the wood. He now said: “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the pieces of wood.” 34 Then he said: “Do it again.” So they did it again. Once more he said: “Do it a third time.” So they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran all around the altar, and he also filled the trench with water. 36 About the time when the evening grain offering is presented, E·liʹjah the prophet stepped forward and said: “O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, today let it be known that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and that it is by your word that I have done all these things. 37 Answer me, O Jehovah! Answer me so that this people may know that you, Jehovah, are the true God and that you are turning their hearts back to you.” 38 At that the fire of Jehovah fell from above and consumed the burnt offering, the pieces of wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water from the trench. 39 When all the people saw it, they immediately fell facedown and said: “Jehovah is the true God! Jehovah is the true God!” 40 Then E·liʹjah said to them: “Seize the prophets of Baʹal! Do not let a single one of them escape!” At once they seized them, and E·liʹjah brought them down to the stream* of Kiʹshon and slaughtered them there.

Lit., “cutting off.”
Or “wadis.”
Lit., “before whom I stand.”
Or “bringing ostracism.”
See Glossary.
Or “on two crutches.”
Or possibly, “he has gone on a journey.”
Or “behaving like prophets.”
A seah equaled 7.33 L (6.66 dry qt). See App. B14.
Or “wadi.”


^ par. 4 (1 Ki. 18:41-46) E·liʹjah now said to Aʹhab: “Go up, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy downpour.” 42 So Aʹhab went up to eat and drink, while E·liʹjah went up to the top of Carʹmel and crouched on the ground, keeping his face between his knees. 43 Then he said to his attendant: “Go up, please, and look toward the sea.” So he went up and looked and said: “There is nothing at all.” Seven times E·liʹjah said, “Go back.” 44 The seventh time his attendant said: “Look! There is a small cloud like a man’s hand ascending out of the sea.” He now said: “Go, say to Aʹhab, ‘Hitch up the chariot! Go down so that the downpour may not detain you!’” 45 Meanwhile, the sky grew dark with clouds, the wind blew, and a heavy downpour fell; and Aʹhab kept riding and made his way to Jezʹre·el. 46 But the hand of Jehovah came on E·liʹjah, and he wrapped his garment around* his hips and ran ahead of Aʹhab all the way to Jezʹre·el.

Or “he girded.”


^ par. 5 (1 Ki. 18:41, 42) E·liʹjah now said to Aʹhab: “Go up, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy downpour.” 42 So Aʹhab went up to eat and drink, while E·liʹjah went up to the top of Carʹmel and crouched on the ground, keeping his face between his knees.



^ par. 6 (Jas. 5:18) Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the land produced fruit.



^ par. 7 (1 Ki. 18:1) After some time, in the third year, Jehovah’s word came to E·liʹjah, saying: “Go, present yourself to Aʹhab, and I will send rain on the surface of the ground.”



^ par. 7 (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.* 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.

Or “be held sacred; be treated as holy.”


^ par. 8 (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^ par. 8 (2 Cor. 1:11) You also can help us by your supplication for us, in order that many may give thanks in our behalf for the favor we receive in answer to the prayers of many.*

Or “because of many prayerful faces.”


^ par. 8 (Phil. 4:6) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God;



^ par. 9 (1 Ki. 18:43) Then he said to his attendant: “Go up, please, and look toward the sea.” So he went up and looked and said: “There is nothing at all.” Seven times E·liʹjah said, “Go back.”



^ par. 11 (Heb. 11:1) Faith is the assured expectation of what is hoped for, the evident demonstration* of realities that are not seen.

Or “convincing evidence.”


^ par. 11 (Heb. 11:27) By faith he left Egypt, but not fearing the anger of the king, for he continued steadfast as seeing the One who is invisible.









^ ***snnw p. 14 Grateful for the Ransom***


Song 149

Grateful for the Ransom


Download:

	  Lyrics Only



	  Lead Sheet





(Luke 22:20)


	             Today, Jehovah God,

we stand before your throne,

For you showed the greatest love

that could ever be shown.

You gave the gift of your dear Son

that we might live.

No greater sacrifice than this

could you ever give.

(CHORUS)

He gave his life to set us free.

His precious blood provides the key.

With all our hearts,

we’ll go on thanking you eternally.





	             It was a willing sacrifice

that Jesus made.

Out of love, his perfect life

was the price that he paid.

We had no hope until he came

to save mankind.

But now our hope is finding life,

leaving death behind.

(CHORUS)

He gave his life to set us free.

His precious blood provides the key.

With all our hearts,

we’ll go on thanking you eternally.









(See also Heb. 9:13, 14; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19.)





^ (Luke 22:20) Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^ (Heb. 9:13, 14) For if the blood of goats and of bulls and the ashes of a heifer* sprinkled on those who have been defiled sanctifies for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who through an everlasting spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works so that we may render sacred service to the living God?

Or “young cow.”


^ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19) For you know that it was not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, that you were set free* from your futile way of life handed down to you by your forefathers.* 19 But it was with precious blood, like that of an unblemished and spotless lamb, that of Christ.

Lit., “you were ransomed; you were redeemed.”
Or “by tradition.”














^ (Job 1:1-5:27) There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job.* He was an upright man of integrity;* he feared God and shunned what was bad. 2 Seven sons and three daughters were born to him. 3 His livestock amounted to 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 1,000 cattle,* and 500 donkeys,* along with a very large number of servants, so that he became the greatest of all the people of the East. 4 Each of his sons would hold a banquet at his house on his own set day.* They would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 After a series of banquet days was complete, Job would send for them in order to sanctify them. Then he would get up early in the morning and offer up burnt sacrifices for each of them. For Job said: “Maybe my sons have sinned and have cursed God in their heart.” That is what Job would always do. 6 Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them. 7 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 12 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 20 At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.* 
2 Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah. 2 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes. 9 Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips. 11 Three companions* of Job heard about all the calamities that had come upon him, and each came from his own place—Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite. So they agreed to meet together to go and sympathize with Job and comfort him. 12 When they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. They began to weep loudly and to rip their garments apart, and they threw dust into the air and onto their heads. 13 Then they sat on the ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, for they saw that his pain was very great. 
3 It was after this that Job began to speak and to curse the day of his birth.* 2 Job said:  3 “Let the day perish on which I was born, Also the night when someone said: ‘A man has been conceived!’  4 Let that day be darkness. Let God above show no concern for it; Let no light shine upon it.  5 Let the deepest darkness* reclaim it. Let a rain cloud settle over it. Let whatever darkens the day terrify it.  6 That night—let the gloom seize it; Let it not rejoice among the days of a year, And let it not enter among the number of the months.  7 Indeed! Let that night become barren; Let no joyful cry be heard in it.  8 Let those who curse the day put a curse on it, Those who are able to awaken Le·viʹa·than.*  9 Let the stars of its twilight grow dark; Let it wait in vain for daylight, And let it not see the rays of dawn. 10 For it did not close the doors of my mother’s womb; Nor did it hide trouble from my eyes. 11 Why did I not die at birth? Why did I not perish when I came from the womb? 12 Why were there knees to receive me And breasts to nurse me? 13 For now I would be lying down undisturbed; I would be sleeping and at rest 14 With kings of the earth and their advisers, Who built for themselves places that are now in ruins,* 15 Or with princes who possessed gold, Whose houses were filled with silver. 16 Or why was I not like a hidden miscarriage, Like children who have never seen the light? 17 There even the wicked have ceased from agitation; There the weary are at rest. 18 There the prisoners are at ease together; They do not hear the voice of the one forcing them to work. 19 Small and great are the same there, And the slave is set free from his master. 20 Why does he give light to one who is suffering And life to those in bitter distress?* 21 Why do they long for death, but it does not come? They dig for it more than for hidden treasures, 22 Those who are rejoicing greatly, Who are happy when they find the grave. 23 Why does he give light to a man who has lost his way, Whom God has hedged in? 24 For in place of my food comes my sighing, And my groaning pours out like water. 25 For what I have dreaded has come upon me, And what I have feared has befallen me. 26 I have had no peace, no quiet, no rest, But trouble keeps coming.” 
4 Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite then said in reply:  2 “If someone tries to speak to you, will you become impatient? For who can hold back from speaking?  3 True, you have corrected many, And you used to strengthen the weak hands.  4 Your words would raise up anyone stumbling, And you would strengthen those whose knees were buckling.  5 But now it has happened to you, and you are overwhelmed;* It touches you, and you are dismayed.  6 Does your reverence for God not give you confidence? Does your way of integrity not give you hope?  7 Remember, please: What innocent person has ever perished? When have the upright ever been destroyed?  8 What I have seen is that those who plow* what is harmful And those who sow trouble will reap the same.  9 By the breath of God they perish, And through a blast of his anger they come to an end. 10 The lion roars, and a young lion growls, But even the teeth of strong lions* are broken. 11 A lion perishes for lack of prey, And the cubs of a lion are scattered. 12 Now a word was brought to me in secret, And a whisper of it reached my ear. 13 In troubling thoughts during visions of the night, When deep sleep falls upon men, 14 A terrible trembling came upon me, Filling all my bones with dread. 15 A spirit passed over my face; The hair of my flesh bristled. 16 It then stood still, But I did not recognize its appearance. A form was in front of my eyes; There was a calm, and then I heard a voice: 17 ‘Can a mortal man be more righteous than God? Can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?’ 18 Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth! 20 They are completely crushed from morning to evening; They perish forever, and no one takes notice. 21 Are they not like a tent whose cord is pulled out? They die without wisdom. 
5 “Call, please! Is there anyone answering you? To which of the holy ones will you turn?  2 For resentment will kill the foolish one, And envy will put the simpleminded to death.  3 I have seen the foolish one taking root, But suddenly his dwelling place is cursed.  4 His sons are far from safety, And they are crushed at the city gate, with no one to save them.  5 The hungry one eats what he harvests, Taking it even from among the thorns, And their possessions are ensnared.  6 For harmful things do not sprout from the dust, And trouble does not spring from the ground.  7 For man is born for trouble, As surely as sparks fly upward.  8 But I would appeal to God, And to God I would submit my case,  9 To the One doing great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things without number. 10 He gives rain to the earth And sends waters upon the fields. 11 He raises the lowly up high, And he raises up the dejected one to salvation. 12 He frustrates the schemes of the crafty, So that the work of their hands does not succeed. 13 He catches the wise in their own cunning, So that the plans of the shrewd are thwarted. 14 They meet with darkness during the day, And they grope about at midday as if it were night. 15 He saves from the sword of their mouth, Saving the poor from the hand of the strong, 16 So that there is hope for the lowly, But the mouth of unrighteousness is shut. 17 Look! Happy is the man whom God reproves; So do not reject the discipline of the Almighty! 18 For he causes pain, but binds up the wound; He breaks apart, but heals with his own hands. 19 He will save you from six calamities, Even the seventh will not harm you. 20 During famine he will redeem you from death, And from the power of a sword during war. 21 You will be protected from the lash of the tongue, And you will not fear devastation when it comes. 22 You will laugh at destruction and hunger, And you will not fear the wild beasts of the earth. 23 For the stones of the field will not harm you,* And the wild beasts of the field will be at peace with you. 24 You will know that your tent is secure,* And nothing will be missing when you inspect your pasture. 25 You will enjoy many children, And your descendants will be as plentiful as the vegetation of the earth. 26 You will still be strong when you go to the grave, Like sheaves of grain gathered in their season. 27 Look! We have investigated this, and it is so. Listen and accept it.”

Possibly meaning “Object of Hostility.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “500 pairs of cattle.”
Lit., “female donkeys.”
Or “at the house of each one in his turn.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”
Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”
Or “acquaintances.”
Lit., “curse his day.”
Or “darkness and death’s shadow.”
Understood to refer to the crocodile or some other large, powerful aquatic animal.
Or possibly, “who built desolate places for themselves.”
Or “those bitter of soul.”
Lit., “you become weary.”
Or “devise.”
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “messengers.”
Or “will have a covenant (an agreement) with you.”
Lit., “peace.”








^ (Job 6:1-10:22) Job then said in reply:  2 “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*  4 For the arrows of the Almighty have pierced me, And my spirit is drinking their venom; The terrors from God are lined up against me.  5 Will a wild donkey cry out when it has grass, Or will a bull bellow when it has fodder?  6 Is tasteless food eaten without salt, Or is there flavor in the juice of a mallow?  7 I have* refused to touch such things. They are like contamination in my food.  8 O that my request would be realized And that God would grant my desire!  9 That God would be willing to crush me, And that he would reach out his hand and do away with me! 10 For even that would bring me comfort; I would leap for joy despite the unrelenting pain, For I have not denied the sayings of the Holy One. 11 Do I have the strength to keep waiting? And what end awaits me, that I should continue to live?* 12 Is my strength like that of rock? Or is my flesh made of copper? 13 Is there any way that I can help myself When all my means of support has been driven from me? 14 Anyone who withholds loyal love from his fellow man Will forsake the fear of the Almighty. 15 My own brothers have been as treacherous as a winter stream, Like the water of winter streams that dry up. 16 They are darkened by ice, And in them the melting snow is hidden. 17 But in due season they become waterless and come to an end; When it becomes hot, they dry up. 18 Their course is diverted; They flow into the desert and vanish. 19 The caravans of Teʹma look for them; The travelers from Sheʹba* wait for them. 20 They are ashamed because of their misplaced trust; They come there only to be disappointed. 21 For this is how you have become to me; You have seen the terror of my calamity, and you are afraid. 22 Have I said, ‘Give me something,’ Or requested that you make a gift for me from your wealth? 23 Have I asked to be rescued from the hand of an enemy Or to be saved* from oppressors? 24 Instruct me, and I will be silent; Help me to understand my mistake. 25 Honest words are not painful! But what benefit can be found in your reproof? 26 Are you scheming to reprove my words, A desperate man’s sayings, which the wind blows away? 27 You would also cast lots over an orphan And sell* your own friend! 28 So now turn and look at me, For I would not lie to your very faces. 29 Reconsider, please—do not misjudge me— Yes, reconsider, for my righteousness is yet intact. 30 Is my tongue speaking unjustly? Does my palate not discern that something is wrong? 
7 “Is not the life of mortal man on earth like compulsory labor, And are not his days like those of a hired worker?  2 Like a slave, he longs for the shadow, And like a hired worker, he waits for his wages.  3 Thus I have been assigned months of futility And nights of misery have been counted out for me.  4 When I lie down I ask, ‘When will I get up?’ But as the night drags on, I toss restlessly until the dawning of the day.*  5 My flesh is covered with maggots and clods of dirt; My skin is full of scabs and pus.  6 My days go by more quickly than a weaver’s shuttle, And they come to an end without hope.  7 Remember that my life is wind, That my eye will never again see happiness.*  8 The eye that sees me now will see me no more; Your eyes will look for me, but I will be gone.  9 Like a cloud that fades and vanishes, The one who goes down to the Grave* does not come back up. 10 He will not return again to his house, And his place will acknowledge him no more. 11 Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth. I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in my bitter distress!* 12 Am I the sea or a sea monster, That you should set a guard over me? 13 When I say, ‘My couch will comfort me; My bed will help ease my misery,’ 14 Then you terrify me with dreams And frighten me with visions, 15 So that I* would choose suffocation, Yes, death rather than this body of mine.* 16 I loathe my life; I do not want to go on living. Leave me alone, for my days are like a breath. 17 What is mortal man that you should concern yourself with him And fix your attention* on him? 18 Why do you inspect him every morning And test him every moment? 19 Will you not look away from me And leave me alone long enough to swallow my saliva? 20 If I have sinned, how could I harm you, the Observer of mankind? Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not pardon my transgression And excuse my error? For soon I will lie down in the dust, And you will look for me, but I will be gone.” 
8 Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite then said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep speaking like this? The words of your mouth are but a mighty wind!  3 Will God pervert justice, Or will the Almighty pervert righteousness?  4 If your sons sinned against him, He let them be punished for their revolt;*  5 But if you would just look to God And plead with the Almighty for favor,  6 And if you were truly pure and upright, He would pay attention to you* And restore you to your rightful place.  7 And though your beginning was small, Your future would be great.  8 Ask, please, the former generation, And pay attention to the things their fathers found out.  9 For we were born only yesterday, and we know nothing, Because our days on earth are a shadow. 10 Will they not instruct you And tell you what they know?* 11 Will a papyrus plant grow tall where there is no marsh? Will a reed grow tall without water? 12 While it is still in the bud, not yet plucked off, It will dry up before any other plant. 13 This is the outcome* of all who forget God, For the hope of the godless* will perish, 14 Whose confidence is in vain And whose trust is as fragile as a spider’s web.* 15 He will lean against his house, but it will not keep standing; He will try to hold on to it, but it will not last. 16 He is a moist plant in the sunlight, And his shoots spread out in the garden. 17 In a heap of stones, his roots become entwined; He looks for a house among the stones.* 18 But when he is uprooted* from his place, That place will deny him and say, ‘I have never seen you.’ 19 Yes, that is how he will disappear;* Then others will spring up from the dust. 20 Surely God will not reject those who keep integrity;* Nor will he support* evil men, 21 For he will yet fill your mouth with laughter And your lips with shouts of joy. 22 Those hating you will be clothed with shame, And the tent of wicked ones will be no more.” 
9 Job said in reply:  2 “For a fact I know that this is so. But how can mortal man be in the right in a case with God?  3 If someone wishes to argue with Him,* That one could not answer one of His questions in a thousand.  4 He is wise in heart and mighty in power. Who can resist him and come off uninjured?  5 He moves* mountains without anyone knowing it; He overturns them in his anger.  6 He shakes the earth out of its place, So that its pillars tremble.  7 He commands the sun not to shine And seals off the light of the stars;  8 He spreads out the heavens by himself, And he treads upon the high waves of the sea.  9 He made the Ash,* the Keʹsil,* and the Kiʹmah constellations,* And the constellations of the southern sky;* 10 He does great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things that cannot be counted. 11 He passes by me, and I cannot see him; He moves past me, but I do not discern him. 12 When he snatches something, who can resist him? Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ 13 God will not restrain his anger; Even the helpers of Raʹhab* will bow down to him. 14 How much more when I answer him Must I choose my words carefully to argue with him! 15 Even if I were in the right, I would not answer him. I could only plead for mercy from my judge.* 16 If I call out to him, will he answer me? I do not believe that he will listen to my voice, 17 For he crushes me with a storm And multiplies my wounds for no reason. 18 He does not let me catch my breath; He keeps filling me with bitter things. 19 If it is a matter of power, he is the strong one. If it is a matter of justice, he says: ‘Who can call me to account?’* 20 If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’ 23 If a flash flood should cause sudden death, He would mock at the despair of the innocent. 24 The earth has been handed over to the wicked; He covers the eyes* of its judges. If it is not he, then, who is it? 25 Now my days are swifter than a runner; They run away without seeing good. 26 They glide by like reed boats, Like eagles that swoop down on their prey. 27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, I will change my expression and be cheerful,’ 28 I would still be afraid because of all my pains, And I know you would not find me innocent. 29 I would be found guilty.* So why should I struggle in vain? 30 If I wash myself in water from melting snow, And I cleanse my hands in lye,* 31 Then you would dip me in a pit, So that even my own garments would detest me. 32 For he is not a man like me that I may answer him, That we should go to court together. 33 There is no person to decide* between us, Who could serve as our judge.* 34 If he would stop beating me* And not let his terror frighten me, 35 Then I would speak to him unafraid, For it is not in me to speak out of fear. 
10 “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*  2 I will say to God: ‘Do not pronounce me guilty. Tell me why you are contending with me.  3 Does it benefit you to oppress, To despise the work of your hands While you favor the advice of the wicked?  4 Do you have eyes of flesh, Or do you see as mortal man does?  5 Are your days like the days of mortals, Or are your years like those of a man,  6 That you should search out my error And keep looking for my sin?  7 You know that I am not guilty; And no one can save me from your hand.  8 Your own hands have shaped me and made me, But now you would completely destroy me.  9 Remember, please, that you made me out of clay, But now you make me return to dust. 10 Did you not pour me out like milk And curdle me like cheese? 11 With skin and flesh you clothed me, And with bones and sinews you wove me together. 12 You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care. 13 But you secretly intended to do these things.* I know that these things are from you. 14 If I sinned, you would watch me, And you would not acquit me of my error. 15 If I am guilty, too bad for me! And even if I am innocent, I cannot raise my head, For I am filled with dishonor and affliction. 16 If I raise my head up, you hunt for me like a lion And again show your power against me. 17 You bring new witnesses against me And increase your anger against me, As hardship after hardship comes upon me. 18 So why did you bring me out from the womb? I should have died before any eye could see me. 19 It would have been as though I never existed; I would have been taken straight from the womb to the grave.’ 20 Are not my days few? Let him leave me alone; Let him turn his eyes away from me, so that I may find some relief* 21 Before I go away—and I will not return— To the land of deepest darkness,* 22 To the land of utter gloom, A land of deep shadow and disorder, Where even the light is like the gloom.”

Or “rash, reckless speech.”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “that I should prolong my life (soul).”
Or “The traveling company of the Sabeans.”
Lit., “redeemed.”
Or “barter over.”
Or “until morning twilight.”
Lit., “see good.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “than my bones.”
Lit., “set your heart.”
Lit., “He sent them into the hand of their revolt.”
Or “rouse himself for you.”
Lit., “And bring forth words from their hearts?”
Lit., “So are the paths.”
Or “the apostate.”
Lit., “house.”
Or “He looks at a house of stones.”
Or “swallowed up.”
Or “that is the dissolving of his way.”
Or “the blameless.”
Lit., “take hold of the hand of.”
Or “to take Him to court.”
Or “removes.”
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Lit., “the interior rooms of the south.”
Possibly a great sea monster.
Or possibly, “my opponent at law.”
Lit., “summon me?”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”
Lit., “faces.”
Lit., “wicked.”
Or “potash.”
Or “no mediator.”
Lit., “put his hand upon us both.”
Lit., “remove his rod from upon me.”
Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”
Or “breath; life.”
Lit., “And these things you have hidden in your heart.”
Or “cheer up a little.”
Or “of darkness and death’s shadow.”


^ (Job 9:1-21) Job said in reply:  2 “For a fact I know that this is so. But how can mortal man be in the right in a case with God?  3 If someone wishes to argue with Him,* That one could not answer one of His questions in a thousand.  4 He is wise in heart and mighty in power. Who can resist him and come off uninjured?  5 He moves* mountains without anyone knowing it; He overturns them in his anger.  6 He shakes the earth out of its place, So that its pillars tremble.  7 He commands the sun not to shine And seals off the light of the stars;  8 He spreads out the heavens by himself, And he treads upon the high waves of the sea.  9 He made the Ash,* the Keʹsil,* and the Kiʹmah constellations,* And the constellations of the southern sky;* 10 He does great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things that cannot be counted. 11 He passes by me, and I cannot see him; He moves past me, but I do not discern him. 12 When he snatches something, who can resist him? Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ 13 God will not restrain his anger; Even the helpers of Raʹhab* will bow down to him. 14 How much more when I answer him Must I choose my words carefully to argue with him! 15 Even if I were in the right, I would not answer him. I could only plead for mercy from my judge.* 16 If I call out to him, will he answer me? I do not believe that he will listen to my voice, 17 For he crushes me with a storm And multiplies my wounds for no reason. 18 He does not let me catch my breath; He keeps filling me with bitter things. 19 If it is a matter of power, he is the strong one. If it is a matter of justice, he says: ‘Who can call me to account?’* 20 If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine.

Or “to take Him to court.”
Or “removes.”
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Lit., “the interior rooms of the south.”
Possibly a great sea monster.
Or possibly, “my opponent at law.”
Lit., “summon me?”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”





^ ***sn song 68 A Prayer of the Lowly One***


Song 68

A Prayer of the Lowly One


(Psalm 4:1)


1. Jehovah God, I call to you and ask you:

“Hear my prayer.”

My wounds are deep and slow to heal;

my load is hard to bear.

Despondent thoughts and disappointed hopes

have left me weak.

O God of comfort, care for me;

your favor I do seek.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.



2. Your Word has been my comfort and

a refuge when I’m weak,

Expressing feelings dear to me

in words I cannot speak.

Please build in me the faith and trust

that your Word does impart.

And help me always know your love

is greater than my heart.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.





(See also Ps. 42:6; 119:28; 2 Cor. 4:16; 1 John 3:20.)





^ (Ps. 4:1) When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.

Lit., “Make broad space.”


^ (Ps. 42:6) My God, I am* in despair. That is why I remember you, From the land of Jordan and the peaks of Herʹmon, From Mount Mi·zarʹ.*

Or “my soul is.”
Or “the little mountain.”


^ (Ps. 119:28) I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word.

Or “My soul has.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:16) Therefore, we do not give up, but even if the man we are outside is wasting away, certainly the man we are inside is being renewed from day to day.



^ (1 John 3:20) regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.









^ ***w13 8/15 pp. 19-20 Consider and Encourage One Another***


 7. How should we view the “wild talk” of those who are discouraged?

7 When addressing the congregation in Thessalonica, Paul said: “Support the weak.” (Read 1 Thessalonians 5:14.) “Depressed souls” are weak, in a sense, and so are discouraged ones. Proverbs 24:10 says: “Have you shown yourself discouraged in the day of distress? Your power will be scanty.” The words of a deeply discouraged person may become “wild talk.” (Job 6:2, 3) When ‘considering’ such ones, we need to keep in mind that what they say may not be a true reflection of what they really are at heart. Rachelle, whose mother became severely depressed, learned this from personal experience. Rachelle says: “Many times Mom would say something very hateful. Most of these times, I tried to remind myself of the kind of person Mom really is—loving, kind, and generous. I learned that depressed people say many things they do not mean. The worst thing that one can do is to return evil words or actions.” Proverbs 19:11 states: “The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, and it is beauty on his part to pass over transgression.”





^ par. 7 (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn* the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed,* support the weak, be patient toward all.

Or “admonish.”
Or “those who are discouraged.” Lit., “those of little soul.”


^ par. 7 (Prov. 24:10) If you become discouraged in the day of distress,* Your strength will be meager.

Or “in times of trouble.”


^ par. 7 (Job 6:2, 3) “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”


^ par. 7 (Prov. 19:11) The insight of a man certainly slows down his anger, And it is beauty on his part to overlook* an offense.*

Lit., “pass over.”
Or “a transgression.”








^ ***w13 5/15 p. 22 Parents, Children—Communicate With Love***


13. Why should parents be careful about expressing their opinion too quickly?

13 Parents are wise not to express their opinion too quickly. True, it is not always easy to keep quiet when your children tell you something distressing. But it is important to listen carefully before responding. Wise King Solomon wrote: “When anyone is replying to a matter before he hears it, that is foolishness on his part and a humiliation.” (Prov. 18:13) If you stay calm, you will hear more and your children will keep talking. You have to get the complete picture before you are in a position to help. Behind the “wild talk” may be a heart in turmoil. (Job 6:1-3) As loving parents, use your ears to gain understanding and your tongue to heal.





^ par. 13 (Prov. 18:13) When anyone replies to a matter before he hears the facts, It is foolish and humiliating.



^ par. 13 (Job 6:1-3) Job then said in reply:  2 “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*

Or “rash, reckless speech.”








^ ***w15 7/1 p. 12 Can We Really Please God?***


Job suffered a series of personal hardships that seemed unfair. He got the wrong idea, concluding that God did not care whether he kept his faith in Him or not. (Job 9:20-22) Job was so convinced of his own righteousness that to others it sounded as though he were proclaiming himself more righteous than God.—Job 32:1, 2; 35:1, 2.





^ (Job 9:20-22) If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’

Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”


^ (Job 32:1, 2) So these three men stopped trying to answer Job, because he was convinced of his own righteousness.* 2 But E·liʹhu the son of Barʹa·chel the Buzʹite of the family of Ram had become very angry. His anger blazed against Job for trying to prove himself* right rather than God.

Or “because he was righteous in his own eyes.”
Or “his soul.”


^ (Job 35:1, 2) E·liʹhu continued his response:  2 “Are you so convinced that you are right that you would say, ‘I am more righteous than God’?









^ ***w09 4/15 p. 7 Job Held High the Name of Jehovah***

18. (a) How did Job show his devotion to Jehovah? (b) In what ways do we imitate Job’s fine example?

18 What Job learned aroused in him the desire to please Jehovah. In case his family members might have done something displeasing to God or “have cursed God in their heart,” he regularly offered sacrifices. (Job 1:5) Even when being severely tested, Job still said positive things about Jehovah. (Job 10:12) What a fine example! We too must regularly take in accurate knowledge of Jehovah and his purposes. We hold to a healthy routine in such spiritual activities as study, meeting attendance, prayer, and the preaching of the good news. Moreover, we do everything in our power to make known the name of Jehovah. And just as Job’s integrity pleased Jehovah, so the integrity of God’s servants today makes Jehovah’s heart rejoice. This subject will be considered in the following article.



^ par. 18 (Job 1:5) After a series of banquet days was complete, Job would send for them in order to sanctify them. Then he would get up early in the morning and offer up burnt sacrifices for each of them. For Job said: “Maybe my sons have sinned and have cursed God in their heart.” That is what Job would always do.



^ par. 18 (Job 10:12) You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care.

Or “breath; life.”








^ ***w09 4/15 p. 10 Your Integrity Makes Jehovah’s Heart Rejoice***

13. How does Jehovah view what we do for him?

13 Love moves us to honor the name of Jehovah, no matter how limited we may feel. He sees our good motives and does not judge us if we cannot do all we would like to do. What counts is not only what we do but also why we do it. Even though Job was grief-stricken and had endured much, he spoke to his accusers about his love for Jehovah’s ways. (Read Job 10:12; 28:28.) In the final chapter of the book of Job, God expressed his anger toward Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar because they had not spoken the truth. At the same time, Jehovah indicated his approval of Job by referring to him four times as “my servant” and by instructing him to intercede in behalf of the wrongdoers. (Job 42:7-9) May we too act in such a way that Jehovah views us with favor.



^ par. 13 (Job 10:12) You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care.

Or “breath; life.”


^ par. 13 (Job 28:28) And he said to man: ‘Look! The fear of Jehovah—that is wisdom, And to turn away from bad is understanding.’”



^ par. 13 (Job 42:7-9) After Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, Jehovah said to Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite: “My anger burns against you and your two companions, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has. 8 Now take seven bulls and seven rams and go to my servant Job, and offer up a burnt sacrifice for yourselves. And my servant Job will pray for you. I will surely accept his request* not to deal with you according to your foolishness, for you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has.” 9 So Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite, Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite, and Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite went and did what Jehovah had told them to do. And Jehovah accepted Job’s prayer.

Lit., “Surely I will lift up his face.”








^ ***w10 11/15 p. 32 We Shall Walk in Our Integrity!***

You Can Maintain Integrity

20, 21. (a) Why was Job able to maintain integrity? (b) How can we cultivate love for God?

20 Job was able to maintain his integrity because he loved God, and Jehovah loved and helped him. Said Job: “Life and loving-kindness [“loyal love,” ftn.] you [Jehovah] have worked with me; and your own care has guarded my spirit.” (Job 10:12) Moreover, Job showed love for others, realizing that anyone withholding loyal love from fellow humans will abandon the reverential fear of the Almighty. (Job 6:14) Integrity keepers love God and neighbor.—Matt. 22:37-40.



^ par. 20 (Job 10:12) You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care.

Or “breath; life.”


^ par. 20 (Job 6:14) Anyone who withholds loyal love from his fellow man Will forsake the fear of the Almighty.



^ par. 20 (Matt. 22:37-40) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.”

See App. A5.
See Glossary.








^ ***w06 3/15 p. 14 par. 11 Highlights From the Book of Job***

7:9, 10; 10:21; 16:22—Do these statements indicate that Job did not believe in the resurrection? These are comments about Job’s immediate future. What, then, did he mean? One possibility is that if he should die, none of his contemporaries would see him. From their standpoint, he would neither return to his house nor get further acknowledgment until God’s appointed time. Job might also have meant that no one can come back from Sheol on his own. That Job hoped in a future resurrection is clear from Job 14:13-15.



^ par. 11 (Job 7:9, 10) Like a cloud that fades and vanishes, The one who goes down to the Grave* does not come back up. 10 He will not return again to his house, And his place will acknowledge him no more.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ par. 11 (Job 10:21) Before I go away—and I will not return— To the land of deepest darkness,*

Or “of darkness and death’s shadow.”


^ par. 11 (Job 16:22) For the years to come are few, And I will go away on the path of no return.



^ par. 11 (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”








^ ***wp16 p. 16 What Does the Bible Say?***


What Does the Bible Say?



Who or what is the Devil?

WOULD YOU SAY that the Devil is . . .

	  A spirit person?



	  A symbol of the evil inside a person?



	  A product of human imagination?





WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

The Devil conversed with and “tempted” Jesus. (Matthew 4:1-4) So the Devil is not imaginary, nor is he just a symbol of evil. He is a wicked spirit person.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  The Devil was originally a holy angel, but “he did not stand fast in the truth.” (John 8:44) He became a liar and rebelled against God.



	  Other angels joined Satan’s rebellion.—Revelation 12:9.



	  The Devil blinds many people to his existence.—2 Corinthians 4:4.





Can the Devil control people?

SOME PEOPLE SAY that control by the Devil is a hoax, while others dread being possessed by evil spirits. What do you think?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“The whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) The Devil exerts great influence over mankind, but he does not control every human.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  The Devil uses deception to increase his influence.—2 Corinthians 11:14.



	  Wicked spirits can in some cases take control of people.—Matthew 12:22.



	  With God’s help, you can successfully “oppose the Devil.”—James 4:7.







For more information, see chapter 10 of this book, What Does the Bible Really Teach?, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses

Also available at www.jw.org





^ (Matt. 4:1-4) Then Jesus was led by the spirit up into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After he had fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, he felt hungry. 3 And the Tempter approached and said to him: “If you are a son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s* mouth.’”

See App. A5.


^ (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began,* and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.

Or “from the beginning.”


^ (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ (2 Cor. 4:4) among whom the god of this system of things* has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “this age.” See Glossary.
Or “light.”


^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^ (2 Cor. 11:14) And no wonder, for Satan himself keeps disguising himself as an angel of light.



^ (Matt. 12:22) Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and speechless, and he cured him, so that the speechless man could speak and see.



^ (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.









^ ***wp16 p. 16 What Does the Bible Say?***


What Does the Bible Say?



Who or what is the Devil?

WOULD YOU SAY that the Devil is . . .

	  A spirit person?



	  A symbol of the evil inside a person?



	  A product of human imagination?





WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

The Devil conversed with and “tempted” Jesus. (Matthew 4:1-4) So the Devil is not imaginary, nor is he just a symbol of evil. He is a wicked spirit person.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  The Devil was originally a holy angel, but “he did not stand fast in the truth.” (John 8:44) He became a liar and rebelled against God.



	  Other angels joined Satan’s rebellion.—Revelation 12:9.



	  The Devil blinds many people to his existence.—2 Corinthians 4:4.





Can the Devil control people?

SOME PEOPLE SAY that control by the Devil is a hoax, while others dread being possessed by evil spirits. What do you think?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS

“The whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) The Devil exerts great influence over mankind, but he does not control every human.

WHAT ELSE CAN WE LEARN FROM THE BIBLE?

	  The Devil uses deception to increase his influence.—2 Corinthians 11:14.



	  Wicked spirits can in some cases take control of people.—Matthew 12:22.



	  With God’s help, you can successfully “oppose the Devil.”—James 4:7.







For more information, see chapter 10 of this book, What Does the Bible Really Teach?, published by Jehovah’s Witnesses

Also available at www.jw.org





^ (Matt. 4:1-4) Then Jesus was led by the spirit up into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2 After he had fasted for 40 days and 40 nights, he felt hungry. 3 And the Tempter approached and said to him: “If you are a son of God, tell these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s* mouth.’”

See App. A5.


^ (John 8:44) You are from your father the Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your father. That one was a murderer when he began,* and he did not stand fast in the truth, because truth is not in him. When he speaks the lie, he speaks according to his own disposition, because he is a liar and the father of the lie.

Or “from the beginning.”


^ (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ (2 Cor. 4:4) among whom the god of this system of things* has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “this age.” See Glossary.
Or “light.”


^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^ (2 Cor. 11:14) And no wonder, for Satan himself keeps disguising himself as an angel of light.



^ (Matt. 12:22) Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and speechless, and he cured him, so that the speechless man could speak and see.



^ (Jas. 4:7) Therefore, subject yourselves to God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from you.









^ ***fg lesson 2 ques. 4***


Does widespread suffering mean that Jehovah is a God who does not care about us? Some people claim that he makes us suffer to test us, but this is not true.—Read James 1:13.

God has granted man the dignity of free will. Do we not appreciate our freedom to choose to serve God? (Joshua 24:15) But many choose to do bad things to others, so suffering abounds. It saddens Jehovah to see such injustice.—Read Genesis 6:5, 6.

Jehovah is a God who cares about us. He wants us to enjoy life. Soon he will eliminate suffering and those who cause it. Meanwhile, he has good reason to allow suffering for a limited time. In Lesson 8, we will learn what that reason is.—Read 2 Peter 2:9; 3:7, 13.





^ par. 6 (Jas. 1:13) When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.



^ par. 7 (Josh. 24:15) Now if it seems bad to you to serve Jehovah, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve, whether the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the River* or the gods of the Amʹor·ites in whose land you are dwelling. But as for me and my household, we will serve Jehovah.”

That is, the Euphrates.


^ par. 7 (Gen. 6:5, 6) Consequently, Jehovah saw that man’s wickedness was great on the earth and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only bad all the time. 6 Jehovah regretted* that he had made men on the earth, and his heart was saddened.*

Or “was grieved.”
Or “and he felt hurt at his heart.”


^ par. 8 (2 Pet. 2:9) So, then, Jehovah* knows how to rescue people of godly devotion out of trial, but to reserve unrighteous people to be destroyed* on the day of judgment,

See App. A5.
Lit., “cut off.”


^ par. 8 (2 Pet. 3:7) But by the same word the heavens and the earth that now exist are reserved for fire and are being kept until the day of judgment and of destruction of the ungodly people.



^ par. 8 (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.









^ ***sn song 114 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


Song 114

God’s Own Book—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.

2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.

3. Today we live in times of joy unbounded.

God’s Kingdom now is here with Christ as Lord.

This is the day Jehovah grants salvation

To all who come to him in full accord.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.



(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness,

Or “correcting.”


^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***ia pp. 95-98 He Watched, and He Waited***


12. How did Elijah show that he was watchful, and how did he react to the news that there was one little cloud?

12 Next, notice how watchful Elijah was. He sent his attendant back, not once or twice, but seven times! We might imagine the attendant tiring of such a repetitive task, but Elijah remained eager for a sign and did not give up. Finally, after his seventh trip, the attendant reported: “Look! There is a small cloud like a man’s palm ascending out of the sea.” Can you picture that attendant holding his arm outstretched and using his palm to gauge the size of one little cloud coming up over the horizon of the Great Sea? The attendant may have been unimpressed. To Elijah, though, that cloud was significant. He now gave his attendant urgent directions: “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Hitch up! And go down that the downpour may not detain you!’”—1 Ki. 18:44.

13, 14. (a) How can we imitate Elijah’s watchfulness? (b) What reasons do we have for acting with urgency?

13 Again, Elijah set a powerful example for us. We too live at a time when God will soon act to fulfill his stated purpose. Elijah awaited the end of a drought; God’s servants today await the end of a corrupt world system of things. (1 John 2:17) Until Jehovah God acts, we must keep ever on the watch, as Elijah did. God’s own Son, Jesus, advised his followers: “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” (Matt. 24:42) Did Jesus mean that his followers would be completely in the dark as to when the end would come? No, for he spoke at length about what the world would be like in the days leading up to the end. All of us can observe the fulfillment of this detailed sign of “the conclusion of the system of things.”—Read Matthew 24:3-7.

One little cloud was enough to convince Elijah that Jehovah was about to act. The sign of the last days gives compelling reasons to act with urgency



14 Each facet of that sign furnishes powerful, convincing evidence. Is such evidence enough to move us to act with urgency in our service to Jehovah? One little cloud rising from the horizon was enough to convince Elijah that Jehovah was about to act. Was the faithful prophet disappointed?

Jehovah Brings Relief and Blessings

15, 16. What events unfolded rapidly, and what might Elijah have wondered about Ahab?

15 The account tells us: “It came about in the meantime that the heavens themselves darkened up with clouds and wind and a great downpour began to occur. And Ahab kept riding and made his way to Jezreel.” (1 Ki. 18:45) Events began to unfold at remarkable speed. While Elijah’s attendant was delivering the prophet’s message to Ahab, that little cloud became many, filling and darkening the sky. A great wind blew. At last, after three and a half years, rain fell on the soil of Israel. The parched ground drank in the drops. As the rain became a downpour, the river Kishon swelled, no doubt washing away the blood of the executed Baal prophets. The wayward Israelites too were being given a chance to wash away the terrible stain of Baal worship on the land.

16 Surely Elijah hoped that it would be so! Perhaps he wondered how Ahab would respond to the dramatic events that were unfolding. Would Ahab repent and turn away from the pollution of Baal worship? The events of the day had furnished powerful reasons to make such changes. Of course, we cannot know what was going through Ahab’s mind at the moment. The account simply tells us that the king “kept riding and made his way to Jezreel.” Had he learned anything? Was he resolved to change his ways? Later events suggest that the answer is no. Still, the day was not yet over for Ahab—nor for Elijah.

17, 18. (a) What happened to Elijah on the road to Jezreel? (b) What was remarkable about Elijah’s running from Carmel to Jezreel? (See also footnote.)

17 Jehovah’s prophet began to make his way along the same road Ahab had taken. A long, dark, wet trek lay ahead of him. But something unusual happened next.

18 “The very hand of Jehovah proved to be upon Elijah, so that he girded up his hips and went running ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel.” (1 Ki. 18:46) Clearly, “the very hand of Jehovah” was acting on Elijah in a supernatural way. Jezreel was 19 miles (30 km) distant, and Elijah was no youth.* Just picture that prophet girding up his long garments, tying them at his hips so that his legs would have freedom of movement, and then running along that rain-drenched road—running so fast that he caught up with, passed, and outpaced the royal chariot!

19. (a) Elijah’s God-given energy and stamina may remind us of what prophecies? (b) As Elijah ran to Jezreel, what did he surely know?

19 What a blessing that must have been for Elijah! To feel such strength, vitality, and stamina—perhaps even more than he had ever felt in his youth—must have proved a thrilling experience. We might recall the prophecies that guarantee perfect health and vigor to faithful ones in the coming earthly Paradise. (Read Isaiah 35:6; Luke 23:43) As Elijah raced along that wet road, he surely knew that he had the approval of his Father, the only true God, Jehovah!

20. How can we reach out for Jehovah’s blessings?

20 Jehovah is eager to bless us. Let us reach out for his blessings; they are worth every effort we can make. Like Elijah, we need to be watchful, carefully weighing the powerful evidence showing that Jehovah is about to act in these dangerous and urgent times. Like Elijah, we have every reason to place complete confidence in the promises of Jehovah, “the God of truth.”—Ps. 31:5.





^ par. 12 (1 Ki. 18:44) The seventh time his attendant said: “Look! There is a small cloud like a man’s hand ascending out of the sea.” He now said: “Go, say to Aʹhab, ‘Hitch up the chariot! Go down so that the downpour may not detain you!’”



^ par. 13 (1 John 2:17) Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.



^ par. 13 (Matt. 24:42) Keep on the watch, therefore, because you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.



^ par. 13 (Matt. 24:3-7) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence* and of the conclusion of the system of things?”* 4 In answer Jesus said to them: “Look out that nobody misleads you, 5 for many will come on the basis of my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 6 You are going to hear of wars and reports of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for these things must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another.

See Glossary.
Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 15 (1 Ki. 18:45) Meanwhile, the sky grew dark with clouds, the wind blew, and a heavy downpour fell; and Aʹhab kept riding and made his way to Jezʹre·el.



^ par. 18 (1 Ki. 18:46) But the hand of Jehovah came on E·liʹjah, and he wrapped his garment around* his hips and ran ahead of Aʹhab all the way to Jezʹre·el.

Or “he girded.”


^ par. 19 (Isa. 35:6) At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.



^ par. 19 (Luke 23:43) And he said to him: “Truly I tell you today, you will be with me in Paradise.”



^ par. 20 (Ps. 31:5) Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*

Or “the faithful God.”






^ par. 18 Soon after this, Jehovah would assign Elijah to train Elisha, who would become known as the one “who poured out water upon the hands of Elijah.” (2 Ki. 3:11) Elisha acted as Elijah’s attendant, evidently offering practical assistance to an older man.






^ (2 Ki. 3:11) At that Je·hoshʹa·phat said: “Is there no prophet of Jehovah here through whom we may inquire of Jehovah?” So one of the servants of the king of Israel answered: “There is E·liʹsha the son of Shaʹphat, who used to pour out water on the hands of E·liʹjah.”*

Or “who was Elijah’s servant.”








^ ***ia chap. 11 He Watched, and He Waited***

TO THINK ABOUT . . .


	  How did Elijah show a prayerful attitude?



	  How did Elijah display his confidence in Jehovah’s promise?



	  Elijah set what example regarding watchfulness?



	  What would you like to do in order to imitate Elijah’s faith?














^ ***sn song 27 Take Sides With Jehovah!***


Song 27

Take Sides With Jehovah!


(Exodus 32:26)


1. Once with confusion our sad hearts were filled,

Drinking the cup false religion distilled;

But with what happiness our hearts were thrilled

When of God’s Kingdom we heard.

(CHORUS)

Take sides with Jehovah;

Make him your delight.

He’ll never forsake you;

Walk on in his light.

Tell, tell the glad tidings

Of freedom and peace.

His rule by Christ Jesus

Will ever increase.



2. Now we’re rejoicing in serving our God,

Spreading the seeds of his truth all abroad,

Helping our brothers God’s virtues to laud,

Praising his great worthy name.

(CHORUS)

Take sides with Jehovah;

Make him your delight.

He’ll never forsake you;

Walk on in his light.

Tell, tell the glad tidings

Of freedom and peace.

His rule by Christ Jesus

Will ever increase.



3. We will not fear what the Devil can do.

Trusting Jehovah will carry us through.

Though they are many and though we are few,

God is our strength and our might.

(CHORUS)

Take sides with Jehovah;

Make him your delight.

He’ll never forsake you;

Walk on in his light.

Tell, tell the glad tidings

Of freedom and peace.

His rule by Christ Jesus

Will ever increase.





(See also Ps. 94:14; Prov. 3:5, 6; Heb. 13:5.)





^ (Ex. 32:26) Then Moses took his position in the gate of the camp and said: “Who is on Jehovah’s side? Come to me!” And all the Levites gathered around him.



^ (Ps. 94:14) For Jehovah will not forsake his people, Nor will he abandon his inheritance.



^ (Prov. 3:5, 6) Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Lit., “lean.”


^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”















^ (Job 6:1-10:22) Job then said in reply:  2 “If only my anguish could be fully weighed And put on scales together with my calamity!  3 For now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been wild talk.*  4 For the arrows of the Almighty have pierced me, And my spirit is drinking their venom; The terrors from God are lined up against me.  5 Will a wild donkey cry out when it has grass, Or will a bull bellow when it has fodder?  6 Is tasteless food eaten without salt, Or is there flavor in the juice of a mallow?  7 I have* refused to touch such things. They are like contamination in my food.  8 O that my request would be realized And that God would grant my desire!  9 That God would be willing to crush me, And that he would reach out his hand and do away with me! 10 For even that would bring me comfort; I would leap for joy despite the unrelenting pain, For I have not denied the sayings of the Holy One. 11 Do I have the strength to keep waiting? And what end awaits me, that I should continue to live?* 12 Is my strength like that of rock? Or is my flesh made of copper? 13 Is there any way that I can help myself When all my means of support has been driven from me? 14 Anyone who withholds loyal love from his fellow man Will forsake the fear of the Almighty. 15 My own brothers have been as treacherous as a winter stream, Like the water of winter streams that dry up. 16 They are darkened by ice, And in them the melting snow is hidden. 17 But in due season they become waterless and come to an end; When it becomes hot, they dry up. 18 Their course is diverted; They flow into the desert and vanish. 19 The caravans of Teʹma look for them; The travelers from Sheʹba* wait for them. 20 They are ashamed because of their misplaced trust; They come there only to be disappointed. 21 For this is how you have become to me; You have seen the terror of my calamity, and you are afraid. 22 Have I said, ‘Give me something,’ Or requested that you make a gift for me from your wealth? 23 Have I asked to be rescued from the hand of an enemy Or to be saved* from oppressors? 24 Instruct me, and I will be silent; Help me to understand my mistake. 25 Honest words are not painful! But what benefit can be found in your reproof? 26 Are you scheming to reprove my words, A desperate man’s sayings, which the wind blows away? 27 You would also cast lots over an orphan And sell* your own friend! 28 So now turn and look at me, For I would not lie to your very faces. 29 Reconsider, please—do not misjudge me— Yes, reconsider, for my righteousness is yet intact. 30 Is my tongue speaking unjustly? Does my palate not discern that something is wrong? 
7 “Is not the life of mortal man on earth like compulsory labor, And are not his days like those of a hired worker?  2 Like a slave, he longs for the shadow, And like a hired worker, he waits for his wages.  3 Thus I have been assigned months of futility And nights of misery have been counted out for me.  4 When I lie down I ask, ‘When will I get up?’ But as the night drags on, I toss restlessly until the dawning of the day.*  5 My flesh is covered with maggots and clods of dirt; My skin is full of scabs and pus.  6 My days go by more quickly than a weaver’s shuttle, And they come to an end without hope.  7 Remember that my life is wind, That my eye will never again see happiness.*  8 The eye that sees me now will see me no more; Your eyes will look for me, but I will be gone.  9 Like a cloud that fades and vanishes, The one who goes down to the Grave* does not come back up. 10 He will not return again to his house, And his place will acknowledge him no more. 11 Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth. I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in my bitter distress!* 12 Am I the sea or a sea monster, That you should set a guard over me? 13 When I say, ‘My couch will comfort me; My bed will help ease my misery,’ 14 Then you terrify me with dreams And frighten me with visions, 15 So that I* would choose suffocation, Yes, death rather than this body of mine.* 16 I loathe my life; I do not want to go on living. Leave me alone, for my days are like a breath. 17 What is mortal man that you should concern yourself with him And fix your attention* on him? 18 Why do you inspect him every morning And test him every moment? 19 Will you not look away from me And leave me alone long enough to swallow my saliva? 20 If I have sinned, how could I harm you, the Observer of mankind? Why have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not pardon my transgression And excuse my error? For soon I will lie down in the dust, And you will look for me, but I will be gone.” 
8 Bilʹdad the Shuʹhite then said in reply:  2 “How long will you keep speaking like this? The words of your mouth are but a mighty wind!  3 Will God pervert justice, Or will the Almighty pervert righteousness?  4 If your sons sinned against him, He let them be punished for their revolt;*  5 But if you would just look to God And plead with the Almighty for favor,  6 And if you were truly pure and upright, He would pay attention to you* And restore you to your rightful place.  7 And though your beginning was small, Your future would be great.  8 Ask, please, the former generation, And pay attention to the things their fathers found out.  9 For we were born only yesterday, and we know nothing, Because our days on earth are a shadow. 10 Will they not instruct you And tell you what they know?* 11 Will a papyrus plant grow tall where there is no marsh? Will a reed grow tall without water? 12 While it is still in the bud, not yet plucked off, It will dry up before any other plant. 13 This is the outcome* of all who forget God, For the hope of the godless* will perish, 14 Whose confidence is in vain And whose trust is as fragile as a spider’s web.* 15 He will lean against his house, but it will not keep standing; He will try to hold on to it, but it will not last. 16 He is a moist plant in the sunlight, And his shoots spread out in the garden. 17 In a heap of stones, his roots become entwined; He looks for a house among the stones.* 18 But when he is uprooted* from his place, That place will deny him and say, ‘I have never seen you.’ 19 Yes, that is how he will disappear;* Then others will spring up from the dust. 20 Surely God will not reject those who keep integrity;* Nor will he support* evil men, 21 For he will yet fill your mouth with laughter And your lips with shouts of joy. 22 Those hating you will be clothed with shame, And the tent of wicked ones will be no more.” 
9 Job said in reply:  2 “For a fact I know that this is so. But how can mortal man be in the right in a case with God?  3 If someone wishes to argue with Him,* That one could not answer one of His questions in a thousand.  4 He is wise in heart and mighty in power. Who can resist him and come off uninjured?  5 He moves* mountains without anyone knowing it; He overturns them in his anger.  6 He shakes the earth out of its place, So that its pillars tremble.  7 He commands the sun not to shine And seals off the light of the stars;  8 He spreads out the heavens by himself, And he treads upon the high waves of the sea.  9 He made the Ash,* the Keʹsil,* and the Kiʹmah constellations,* And the constellations of the southern sky;* 10 He does great and unsearchable things, Wonderful things that cannot be counted. 11 He passes by me, and I cannot see him; He moves past me, but I do not discern him. 12 When he snatches something, who can resist him? Who can say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ 13 God will not restrain his anger; Even the helpers of Raʹhab* will bow down to him. 14 How much more when I answer him Must I choose my words carefully to argue with him! 15 Even if I were in the right, I would not answer him. I could only plead for mercy from my judge.* 16 If I call out to him, will he answer me? I do not believe that he will listen to my voice, 17 For he crushes me with a storm And multiplies my wounds for no reason. 18 He does not let me catch my breath; He keeps filling me with bitter things. 19 If it is a matter of power, he is the strong one. If it is a matter of justice, he says: ‘Who can call me to account?’* 20 If I were in the right, my own mouth would condemn me; Even if I keep my integrity,* he will declare me guilty.* 21 Even if I keep my integrity,* I am not confident about myself;* I reject* this life of mine. 22 It is all the same. That is why I say, ‘He destroys the innocent* and the wicked alike.’ 23 If a flash flood should cause sudden death, He would mock at the despair of the innocent. 24 The earth has been handed over to the wicked; He covers the eyes* of its judges. If it is not he, then, who is it? 25 Now my days are swifter than a runner; They run away without seeing good. 26 They glide by like reed boats, Like eagles that swoop down on their prey. 27 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint, I will change my expression and be cheerful,’ 28 I would still be afraid because of all my pains, And I know you would not find me innocent. 29 I would be found guilty.* So why should I struggle in vain? 30 If I wash myself in water from melting snow, And I cleanse my hands in lye,* 31 Then you would dip me in a pit, So that even my own garments would detest me. 32 For he is not a man like me that I may answer him, That we should go to court together. 33 There is no person to decide* between us, Who could serve as our judge.* 34 If he would stop beating me* And not let his terror frighten me, 35 Then I would speak to him unafraid, For it is not in me to speak out of fear. 
10 “I loathe* my life. I will give vent to my complaints. I will speak out in my bitter distress!*  2 I will say to God: ‘Do not pronounce me guilty. Tell me why you are contending with me.  3 Does it benefit you to oppress, To despise the work of your hands While you favor the advice of the wicked?  4 Do you have eyes of flesh, Or do you see as mortal man does?  5 Are your days like the days of mortals, Or are your years like those of a man,  6 That you should search out my error And keep looking for my sin?  7 You know that I am not guilty; And no one can save me from your hand.  8 Your own hands have shaped me and made me, But now you would completely destroy me.  9 Remember, please, that you made me out of clay, But now you make me return to dust. 10 Did you not pour me out like milk And curdle me like cheese? 11 With skin and flesh you clothed me, And with bones and sinews you wove me together. 12 You have given me life and loyal love; You have guarded my spirit* with your care. 13 But you secretly intended to do these things.* I know that these things are from you. 14 If I sinned, you would watch me, And you would not acquit me of my error. 15 If I am guilty, too bad for me! And even if I am innocent, I cannot raise my head, For I am filled with dishonor and affliction. 16 If I raise my head up, you hunt for me like a lion And again show your power against me. 17 You bring new witnesses against me And increase your anger against me, As hardship after hardship comes upon me. 18 So why did you bring me out from the womb? I should have died before any eye could see me. 19 It would have been as though I never existed; I would have been taken straight from the womb to the grave.’ 20 Are not my days few? Let him leave me alone; Let him turn his eyes away from me, so that I may find some relief* 21 Before I go away—and I will not return— To the land of deepest darkness,* 22 To the land of utter gloom, A land of deep shadow and disorder, Where even the light is like the gloom.”

Or “rash, reckless speech.”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “that I should prolong my life (soul).”
Or “The traveling company of the Sabeans.”
Lit., “redeemed.”
Or “barter over.”
Or “until morning twilight.”
Lit., “see good.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “than my bones.”
Lit., “set your heart.”
Lit., “He sent them into the hand of their revolt.”
Or “rouse himself for you.”
Lit., “And bring forth words from their hearts?”
Lit., “So are the paths.”
Or “the apostate.”
Lit., “house.”
Or “He looks at a house of stones.”
Or “swallowed up.”
Or “that is the dissolving of his way.”
Or “the blameless.”
Lit., “take hold of the hand of.”
Or “to take Him to court.”
Or “removes.”
Possibly the Great Bear constellation (Ursa Major).
Possibly the Orion constellation.
Possibly the Pleiades stars in the Taurus constellation.
Lit., “the interior rooms of the south.”
Possibly a great sea monster.
Or possibly, “my opponent at law.”
Lit., “summon me?”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Lit., “crooked.”
Or “Even if I am innocent.”
Or “I do not know my soul.”
Or “despise; refuse.”
Or “those keeping integrity.”
Lit., “faces.”
Lit., “wicked.”
Or “potash.”
Or “no mediator.”
Lit., “put his hand upon us both.”
Lit., “remove his rod from upon me.”
Or “My soul loathes.”
Or “with bitterness of my soul!”
Or “breath; life.”
Lit., “And these things you have hidden in your heart.”
Or “cheer up a little.”
Or “of darkness and death’s shadow.”








^ (Job 11:1-15:35) Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “Will all these words go unanswered, Or will a lot of talking make someone right?*  3 Will your empty talk silence people? Will no one rebuke you for your mocking words?  4 For you say, ‘My teaching is pure, And I am clean in your eyes.’  5 But if only God would speak And open his lips to you!  6 Then he would reveal to you the secrets of wisdom, For practical wisdom has many sides. Then you would realize that God allows some of your error to be forgotten.  7 Can you discover the deep things of God Or discover everything about* the Almighty?  8 It is higher than heaven. What can you accomplish? It is deeper than the Grave.* What can you know?  9 It is longer than the earth And broader than the sea. 10 If he passes by and detains someone and convenes a court, Who can resist him? 11 For he knows when men are deceitful. When he sees what is evil, will he not take notice? 12 But an empty-headed man will understand Only when a wild donkey can give birth to a man.* 13 If only you would prepare your heart And stretch out your hands to him. 14 If your hand is doing wrong, put it far away, And let no unrighteousness dwell in your tents. 15 For then you could lift up your face with no defect; You could stand firm, free of fear. 16 For then you will forget your trouble; You will remember it as waters that have flowed past you. 17 Your life will become brighter than midday; Even its darkness will be like the morning. 18 You will be confident because there is hope, And you will look around and lie down in security. 19 You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid, And many people will seek your favor. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail; And they will find no place to escape, And their only hope will be death.”* 
12 Then Job said in reply:  2 “Surely you are the people who know,* And wisdom will die out with you!  3 But I too have understanding.* I am not inferior to you. Who does not know these things?  4 I have become a laughingstock to my companions, One calling to God for an answer. A righteous and blameless man is a laughingstock.  5 The carefree person has contempt for calamity, Thinking it is only for those whose feet are unsteady.*  6 The tents of robbers are at peace, And those who provoke God are secure, Those who have their god in their hands.  7 However, ask, please, the animals, and they will instruct you; Also the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you.  8 Or give consideration* to the earth, and it will instruct you; And the fish of the sea will declare it to you.  9 Who among all these does not know That the hand of Jehovah has done this? 10 In his hand is the life of every living thing* And the spirit* of every human.* 11 Does not the ear test out words As the tongue* tastes food? 12 Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life? 13 With him there are wisdom and mightiness; He has counsel and understanding. 14 When he tears something down, it cannot be rebuilt; What he has shut, no man can open. 15 When he withholds the waters, everything dries up; When he sends them out, they overwhelm the earth. 16 With him there are strength and practical wisdom; To him belong the one going astray and the one leading astray; 17 He makes counselors go barefoot,* And he makes fools of judges. 18 He loosens the bonds imposed by kings, And he binds a belt around their waist. 19 He makes priests walk barefoot, And he overthrows those who are firmly established in power; 20 He deprives trusted advisers of speech And takes away the sensibleness of old men;* 21 He pours out contempt upon nobles, And he makes powerful ones weak;* 22 He reveals deep things from the darkness, And he brings deep darkness into the light; 23 He makes nations grow great in order to destroy them; He enlarges nations, that he may lead them into exile. 24 He takes away the understanding* of the leaders of the people And makes them wander in trackless wastelands. 25 They grope in darkness, where there is no light; He makes them wander about like drunken men. 
13 “Yes, my eye has seen all of this, My ear has heard and understood it.  2 What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you.  3 For my part, I would rather speak to the Almighty himself; I desire to argue my case with God.  4 But you are smearing me with lies; All of you are useless physicians.  5 If only you would keep absolutely silent, That would show wisdom on your part.  6 Listen, please, to my arguments, And pay attention to the pleadings of my lips.  7 Will you speak unjustly on God’s behalf, And will you speak deceitfully for him?  8 Will you take his side,* Will you try to plead the case of the true God?  9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Will you fool him as you would a mortal man? 10 He will surely rebuke you If you secretly try to show favoritism. 11 Will not his very dignity terrify you And the dread of him fall upon you? 12 Your wise* sayings are proverbs of ashes; Your defenses* are as fragile as defenses of clay. 13 Keep silent before me, so that I may speak. Then let whatever may come upon me come! 14 Why do I put myself in danger* And take my life* in my hands? 15 Though he may slay me, I would still wait; I would argue my case* before his face. 16 He would then become my salvation, For no godless person* may come in before him. 17 Listen closely to my word; Pay attention to my declaration. 18 See, now, I have prepared my legal case; I know I am in the right. 19 Who will contend with me? I would die if I were to stay silent!* 20 Only grant two things to me, O God,* So that I will not conceal myself from before you: 21 Remove your heavy hand far away from me, And do not let the fear of you terrify me. 22 Either call and I will answer, Or let me speak, and you answer me. 23 What are my errors and sins? Reveal to me my transgression and my sin. 24 Why do you hide your face And consider me your enemy? 25 Will you try to frighten a windblown leaf Or chase after dry stubble? 26 For you keep recording bitter accusations against me, And you make me answer for the sins of my youth. 27 You have put my feet in stocks, You scrutinize all my paths, And you trace out each of my footprints. 28 So man* decays like something rotten, Like a garment eaten by moths. 
14 “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.  3 Yes, you have fixed your eye upon him, And you bring him* into judgment with yourself.  4 Who can produce someone clean from someone unclean? No one can!  5 If his days are decided, The number of his months is with you; You have set a limit for him that he may not go beyond.  6 Turn your gaze away from him so that he may rest, Until, like a hired worker, he finishes out his day.  7 For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.  8 If its root grows old in the ground And its stump dies in the soil,  9 At the scent of water it will sprout; And it will produce branches like a new plant. 10 But a man dies and lies powerless; When a human expires, where is he? 11 Waters disappear from the sea, And a river drains away and dries up. 12 Man also lies down and does not get up. Until heaven is no more, they will not wake up, Nor will they be aroused from their sleep. 13 O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands. 16 But for now, you keep counting my every step; You watch only for my sin. 17 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, And you seal up my error with glue. 18 As a mountain falls and crumbles away And a rock is dislodged from its place, 19 As water wears away stones And its torrents wash away earth’s soil, So you have destroyed the hope of mortal man. 20 You keep overpowering him until he perishes; You change his appearance, and you send him away. 21 His sons are honored, but he does not know it; They become insignificant, but he does not realize it. 22 He feels pain only while he is still in his flesh; He* mourns only while he is still alive.” 
15 Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Will a wise person answer with empty arguments,* Or will he fill his belly with the east wind?  3 Reproving with mere words is useless, And talk alone is of no benefit.  4 For you undermine the fear of God, And you diminish any concern for God.  5 For your error dictates what you say,* And you choose crafty speech.  6 Your own mouth condemns you, and not I; Your own lips testify against you.  7 Were you the first man ever born, Or was your birth before that of the hills?  8 Do you listen to the confidential talk of God, Or do you limit wisdom to yourself?  9 What do you know that we do not know? What do you understand that we do not? 10 Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us, Men much older than your father. 11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, Or words spoken gently to you? 12 Why does your heart carry you away, And why do your eyes flash with anger? 13 For you turn your spirit against God himself, And you allow such words to go out of your own mouth. 14 What is mortal man that he should be pure, Or anyone born of a woman that he should be righteous? 15 Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes. 16 How much less so when a person is detestable and corrupt, A man who drinks in unrighteousness just like water! 17 I will inform you; listen to me! I will relate what I have seen, 18 What wise men have related from their fathers, Things they have not hidden. 19 To them alone the land was given, And no stranger passed among them. 20 A wicked person suffers torment all his days, Throughout all the years reserved for the tyrant. 21 Terrifying sounds are in his ears; In a time of peace, marauders attack him. 22 He does not believe that he will escape from darkness; He is reserved for a sword. 23 He wanders about in search of food*—where is it? He well knows that the day of darkness is at hand. 24 Distress and anguish keep terrifying him; They overpower him like a king ready to launch an attack. 25 For he raises his hand against God himself And tries to defy* the Almighty; 26 He stubbornly rushes against Him, With his thick, strong shield;* 27 His face is covered with fat, And his hips bulge with fat; 28 He resides in cities that will be brought to ruin, In houses where no one will dwell, Which will become heaps of stones. 29 He will not grow rich, and his wealth will not accumulate, Nor will his possessions spread over the land. 30 He will not escape from darkness; A flame will dry up his twig,* And he will pass away by a blast of God’s* mouth. 31 He should not go astray and trust in what is worthless, For what he gets in exchange will be worthless; 32 It will happen before his day, And his branches will never flourish. 33 He will be like a vine that shakes off its unripe grapes, And like an olive tree that casts off its blossoms. 34 For the assembly of godless ones* is sterile, And fire will consume the tents of bribery. 35 They conceive trouble and give birth to what is wicked, And their womb produces deceit.”

Or “will a boaster be right?”
Or “find out the limit of.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “when a wild donkey is born a man.”
Or “the expiring of the soul.”
Lit., “you are the people.”
Lit., “a heart.”
Or “slipping.”
Or possibly, “speak.”
Or “the soul of everyone alive.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “of all flesh of man.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “stripped of everything.”
Or “of elders.”
Lit., “loosens the belt of powerful ones.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or “show partiality toward him.”
Or “memorable.”
Lit., “shield bosses.”
Lit., “Why do I carry my flesh in my teeth?”
Or “soul.”
Or “defend my ways.”
Or “no apostate.”
Or possibly, “If someone can, I will stay silent and die.”
Lit., “Only two things, do not do to me.”
Lit., “he,” possibly referring to Job.
Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”
Lit., “me.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”
Or “His soul.”
Or “with blustery knowledge.”
Or “your error trains your mouth.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “tries to prevail against.”
Lit., “his thick shield bosses.”
That is, any hope of recovery.
Lit., “his.”
Or “of apostates.”


^ (Job 14:1-22) “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.  3 Yes, you have fixed your eye upon him, And you bring him* into judgment with yourself.  4 Who can produce someone clean from someone unclean? No one can!  5 If his days are decided, The number of his months is with you; You have set a limit for him that he may not go beyond.  6 Turn your gaze away from him so that he may rest, Until, like a hired worker, he finishes out his day.  7 For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.  8 If its root grows old in the ground And its stump dies in the soil,  9 At the scent of water it will sprout; And it will produce branches like a new plant. 10 But a man dies and lies powerless; When a human expires, where is he? 11 Waters disappear from the sea, And a river drains away and dries up. 12 Man also lies down and does not get up. Until heaven is no more, they will not wake up, Nor will they be aroused from their sleep. 13 O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands. 16 But for now, you keep counting my every step; You watch only for my sin. 17 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, And you seal up my error with glue. 18 As a mountain falls and crumbles away And a rock is dislodged from its place, 19 As water wears away stones And its torrents wash away earth’s soil, So you have destroyed the hope of mortal man. 20 You keep overpowering him until he perishes; You change his appearance, and you send him away. 21 His sons are honored, but he does not know it; They become insignificant, but he does not realize it. 22 He feels pain only while he is still in his flesh; He* mourns only while he is still alive.”

Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”
Lit., “me.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”
Or “His soul.”





^ ***sn song 111 He Will Call***


Song 111

He Will Call


(Job 14:13-15)


1. Life, like a mist, appears for just a day,

Then disappears tomorrow.

All that we are can quickly fade away,

Replaced with tears and sorrow.

If a man should die, can he live again?

Hear the promise God has made:

(CHORUS)

He will call; The dead will answer.

They shall live at his command.

For he will have a longing

For the work of his own hand.

So have faith, and do not wonder,

For our God can make us stand.

And we shall live forever,

As the work of his own hand.



2. Friends of our God, though they may pass away,

Will never be forsaken.

All those asleep who in God’s mem’ry stay,

From death he will awaken.

Then we’ll come to see all that life can be:

Paradise eternally.

(CHORUS)

He will call; The dead will answer.

They shall live at his command.

For he will have a longing

For the work of his own hand.

So have faith, and do not wonder,

For our God can make us stand.

And we shall live forever,

As the work of his own hand.





(See also John 6:40; 11:11, 43; Jas. 4:14.)





^ (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”


^ (John 6:40) For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have everlasting life, and I will resurrect him on the last day.”



^ (John 11:11) After he said these things, he added: “Lazʹa·rus our friend has fallen asleep, but I am traveling there to awaken him.”



^ (John 11:43) When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice: “Lazʹa·rus, come out!”



^ (Jas. 4:14) whereas you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then disappears.









^ ***w15 3/1 p. 3 Why We Need to Be Saved***


COVER SUBJECT | JESUS SAVES—FROM WHAT?

Why We Need to Be Saved


“Man, born of woman, is short-lived and filled with trouble. He comes up like a blossom and then withers away; he flees like a shadow and disappears.”—Job 14:1, 2.


From earliest times, people have dreamed about how wonderful it would be to live youthful, healthy lives forever. Sadly, though, the cold reality is this: We are mortal. The above words of Job, spoken more than three thousand years ago, still hold true today.

The desire to live endlessly is strong, and it is universal. The Bible tells us that God has put in our hearts a longing for eternity as well as a desire to comprehend it. (Ecclesiastes 3:11) That being so, does it seem reasonable to you that a loving God would put a desire in us that is impossible to achieve? If your answer is no, you are right. God’s Word calls death an enemy and promises that it “is to be brought to nothing.”—1 Corinthians 15:26.

There is no doubt that death is an enemy. No sound person would welcome it. When danger approaches, we dodge, hide, or flee. When we get sick, we seek ways to get well. We do everything we can to avoid things that could cause us to die.

Is there any reason to believe that this age-old enemy will be brought to nothing? Yes, there is. Jehovah God, the Creator, did not make humans to live just a few years and then to die. Human death was not part of his original purpose. He intended for humans to live forever on the earth, and what he purposes, he accomplishes.—Isaiah 55:11.

How, then, will death be brought to an end? Throughout history, men have struggled to solve the problem of death, but with no success. In modern times, the quest continues. Scientists have developed vaccines and medications that have subdued some diseases. They have peered into the genetic structure of living things. In many places, people, on average, live longer today than they did a century ago. Yet, death is far from vanquished. As the Bible says, “all are returning to the dust.”—Ecclesiastes 3:20.

The good news is that we do not have to rely on human ingenuity to solve this long-standing problem. Jehovah God has already arranged for us to be saved or rescued from death, and the central figure in that arrangement is Jesus Christ.





^ (Job 14:1, 2) “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.

Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”


^ (Eccl. 3:11) He has made everything beautiful* in its time. He has even put eternity in their heart; yet mankind will never find out the work that the true God has made from start to finish.

Or “well-arranged; proper; appropriate.”


^ (1 Cor. 15:26) And the last enemy, death, is to be brought to nothing.



^ (Isa. 55:11) So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^ (Eccl. 3:20) All are going to the same place. They all come from the dust, and they all are returning to the dust.









^ ***w10 5/1 p. 5 What Is God Doing?***

Do not underestimate the damaging effects of that rebellion. The Bible says: “Through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world and death through sin.” (Romans 5:12) Besides bringing death, sin has impaired our relationship with our Creator and has affected us physically, mentally, and emotionally. As a result, our condition is similar to that of a run-down house. The righteous man Job realistically summed up our situation when he described man as being “short of days and full of trouble.”—Job 14:1, Holman Christian Standard Bible.



^ (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^ (Job 14:1) “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*

Or “glutted with agitation.”








^ ***w08 3/1 p. 3 Rescue Needed!***


Most of us will never be trapped underground like those nine coal miners or have to face death in a catastrophe. Still, we all need to be rescued, for we cannot escape the ravages of sickness and old age and finally death. “Man, born of woman, is short-lived and glutted with agitation,” observed the faithful patriarch Job. “Like a blossom he has come forth and is cut off, and he runs away like the shadow and does not keep existing.” (Job 14:1, 2) Today, some 3,500 years later, those words continue to prove true, for who of us can escape life’s fatal outcome—death? Regardless of where we live or how well we guard our health, we need to be rescued from the clutches of suffering, old age, and death.





^ (Job 14:1, 2) “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.

Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”








^ ***w15 8/1 p. 5 Is There Hope for the Dead?***


COVER SUBJECT | LIFE AFTER DEATH—IS IT POSSIBLE?

Is There Hope for the Dead?



Can the dead live again?

THE BIBLE’S ANSWER: “The hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear [Jesus’] voice and come out.”—John 5:28, 29.

Jesus thus foretold the future time when, under the rule of his Kingdom, the Grave would be emptied. “I was astounded the first time I read John 5:28, 29,” recalls Fernando, mentioned in the preceding article. “It gave me real hope, and I started thinking about the future with optimism.”

In ancient times, the faithful man Job expected that after his death God would eventually restore him to life. Job asked: “If a man dies, can he live again?” Then he confidently answered: “I will wait all the days of my compulsory service [time in the Grave] until my relief comes. You will call, and I will answer you.”—Job 14:14, 15.

The resurrection was not a new thought to Lazarus’ sister Martha. After Lazarus died, Jesus said to her: “Your brother will rise.” Martha responded: “I know he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus then said to her: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life.” (John 11:23-25) Then Jesus promptly raised Lazarus back to life! That thrilling account gives us a preview of grander events in the future. Imagine such resurrections taking place on a global scale!

Will some be raised to heaven?

THE BIBLE’S ANSWER: God’s Word shows that Jesus’ resurrection differed from the other eight in the Bible record. Those eight people returned to life here on earth. But of Jesus’ resurrection, we read: “Jesus Christ . . . is at God’s right hand, for he went to heaven.” (1 Peter 3:21, 22) Would Jesus remain the only one to be resurrected to heaven? Jesus had earlier told his apostles: “If I go my way and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you home to myself, so that where I am you also may be.”—John 14:3.

Christ went to heaven and prepared for the arrival of some of his disciples. Those resurrected to heaven will eventually number 144,000. (Revelation 14:1, 3) But what will those close followers of Jesus do there?





^ (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.



^ (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.



^ (Job 14:14, 15) If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^ (John 11:23-25) Jesus said to her: “Your brother will rise.” 24 Martha said to him: “I know he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life;



^ (1 Pet. 3:21, 22) Baptism, which corresponds to this, is also now saving you (not by the removing of the filth of the flesh, but by the request to God for a good conscience), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 He is at God’s right hand, for he went to heaven, and angels and authorities and powers were made subject to him.



^ (John 14:3) Also, if I go my way and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will receive you home to myself, so that where I am you also may be.



^ (Rev. 14:1) Then I saw, and look! the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who have his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads.



^ (Rev. 14:3) And they are singing what seems to be a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders, and no one was able to master that song except the 144,000, who have been bought from the earth.









^ ***w14 1/1 p. 7 Death Does Not End It All!***


Addressing Almighty God, Job answered his own question, saying: “You will call, and I will answer you. You will long for the work of your hands.” (Job 14:15) Job felt sure that Jehovah longed for the day when He would resurrect His faithful servant. Was that mere wishful thinking on Job’s part? Not at all.





^ (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”








^ ***w11 3/1 p. 22 pars. 2-4 “You Will Have a Yearning”***


Consider the setting. Job, a man of outstanding faith, undergoes severe trials—including the loss of his material possessions, the death of all his beloved children, and a painful illness. In the throes of misery, he calls out to God: “O that in Sheol [mankind’s common grave] you would conceal me!” (Verse 13) Job sees Sheol as a welcome relief. There, as if a treasure hidden by God, he will be free of hardship and pain.*

Will Sheol become Job’s permanent shelter? Job believes otherwise. He continues his prayer: “O that . . . you would set a time limit for me and remember me!” Job confidently hopes that his stay in Sheol will be temporary and that Jehovah will not forget him. Job likens the time that he will spend in Sheol to “compulsory service”—an enforced period of waiting. For how long? “Until my relief comes,” he says. (Verse 14) That relief will mean release from Sheol—in other words, a resurrection from the dead!

Why is Job convinced that his relief will come? Because he knows how our loving Creator feels about His faithful worshippers who have died. Says Job: “You will call, and I myself shall answer you. For the work of your hands you will have a yearning.” (Verse 15) Job acknowledges that he is the work of God’s hands. The Life-Giver who was responsible for Job’s formation in the womb can certainly restore him to life after he has died.—Job 10:8, 9; 31:15.





^ par. 2 (Job 14:13) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me!

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ par. 3 (Job 14:14) If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes.



^ par. 4 (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^ par. 4 (Job 10:8, 9) Your own hands have shaped me and made me, But now you would completely destroy me.  9 Remember, please, that you made me out of clay, But now you make me return to dust.



^ par. 4 (Job 31:15) Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?*

Lit., “in the womb.”






^ par. 2 One reference work says that Job’s words “conceal me” can mean “to lay [me] away in security as a precious deposit.” Another source says that these words suggest “hide me as a treasure.”









^ ***w15 8/1 p. 7 Hope for the Dead—How Can You Be Sure?***


Why has Jehovah arranged for the future resurrection? Because of his love. “If a man dies, can he live again?” asked Job. “You will call, and I will answer you. You will long for the work of your hands.” (Job 14:14, 15) Job was convinced that his loving heavenly Father would yearn to resurrect him. Has God changed? “I am Jehovah; I do not change.” (Malachi 3:6) God still longs to see the dead brought back to life healthy and happy. This is just as any loving parent would wish after losing a child in death. The difference, of course, is that God has the power to do as he wishes.—Psalm 135:6.

Death is a terrible problem, but God has the perfect solution







^ (Job 14:14, 15) If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^ (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^ (Ps. 135:6) Jehovah does everything he pleases to do In heaven and on earth, in the seas and all the depths.









^ ***w14 6/15 p. 14 “You Must Love Jehovah Your God”***


12 God has given us the heartwarming resurrection hope. (Acts 24:15) We are, of course, deeply saddened by the death of a loved one, but because of the prospect of the resurrection, ‘we do not sorrow as those do who have no hope.’ (1 Thess. 4:13) Out of love, Jehovah God yearns to resurrect the dead, especially faithful ones, like upright Job. (Job 14:15) Imagine the joyous reunions when resurrected ones are welcomed back to life here on earth. How our hearts swell with love for our heavenly Father, who has given us the marvelous resurrection hope!





^ par. 12 (Acts 24:15) And I have hope toward God, which hope these men also look forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.



^ par. 12 (1 Thess. 4:13) Moreover, brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant* about those who are sleeping in death, so that you may not sorrow as the rest do who have no hope.

Or “uninformed.”


^ par. 12 (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”








^ ***w11 3/1 p. 22 pars. 3-6 “You Will Have a Yearning”***


Will Sheol become Job’s permanent shelter? Job believes otherwise. He continues his prayer: “O that . . . you would set a time limit for me and remember me!” Job confidently hopes that his stay in Sheol will be temporary and that Jehovah will not forget him. Job likens the time that he will spend in Sheol to “compulsory service”—an enforced period of waiting. For how long? “Until my relief comes,” he says. (Verse 14) That relief will mean release from Sheol—in other words, a resurrection from the dead!

Why is Job convinced that his relief will come? Because he knows how our loving Creator feels about His faithful worshippers who have died. Says Job: “You will call, and I myself shall answer you. For the work of your hands you will have a yearning.” (Verse 15) Job acknowledges that he is the work of God’s hands. The Life-Giver who was responsible for Job’s formation in the womb can certainly restore him to life after he has died.—Job 10:8, 9; 31:15.

Job’s words teach us a tender lesson about Jehovah: He has special attachment to those who, like Job, place themselves in his hands, allowing him to mold and shape them into people who are desirable in his eyes. (Isaiah 64:8) Jehovah treasures his faithful worshippers. For loyal ones who have died, he has “a yearning.” The Hebrew word thus rendered is “unquestionably one of the strongest words to express the emotion of longing desires,” says one scholar. Yes, not only does Jehovah remember his worshippers but he also longs to restore them to life.

Thankfully, in the book of Job—one of the first Bible books to be written—Jehovah saw fit to reveal his purpose to resurrect the dead.* He wants to reunite you with your loved ones who have died. That thought can make the loss easier to bear. Why not learn more about this loving God and how you can let him mold you into the kind of person who will see His purpose become a reality?





^ par. 3 (Job 14:14) If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes.



^ par. 4 (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^ par. 4 (Job 10:8, 9) Your own hands have shaped me and made me, But now you would completely destroy me.  9 Remember, please, that you made me out of clay, But now you make me return to dust.



^ par. 4 (Job 31:15) Did not the One who made me in the womb also make them? Was it not the same One who formed us before our birth?*

Lit., “in the womb.”


^ par. 5 (Isa. 64:8) But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.

Or “the One who formed us.”






^ par. 6 To learn more about the Bible’s promise of a resurrection to life in a righteous new world, see chapter 7 of the book What Does the Bible Really Teach? published by Jehovah’s Witnesses.











^ ***g99 7/22 p. 11 Live Longer and Feel Better***

OLDER AND WISER?

  “Is there not wisdom among the aged and understanding in length of days?” the Bible asks. (Job 12:12) What is the answer? Researchers studied older people to measure such qualities as “insight, sound judgment, perspective and the ability to weigh conflicting values and generate good problem-solving strategies.” According to U.S.News & World Report, the study showed that “older people consistently outshine younger people on all measures of wisdom, offering more-thoughtful, sophisticated advice.” Studies also show that “although it often takes older people longer than youngsters to make a decision, it is usually a better one.” Thus, as the Bible book of Job suggests, age is, indeed, sage.



^ (Job 12:12) Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life?









^ ***it-1 p. 802 Face***

The concealing, or covering, of the face by a human or an angel may express humility or reverential fear and respect. (Ex 3:6; 1Ki 19:13; Isa 6:2) It may also be a sign of mourning. (2Sa 19:4) By contrast, Eliphaz falsely intimated that Job’s prosperity had made him arrogant, so that, in effect, he was ‘covering his face with his fattiness.’ (Job 15:27) As in Haman’s case, for another to cover one’s face could represent shamefulness and possibly doom.—Es 7:8; compare Ps 44:15; Jer 51:51.



^ (Ex. 3:6) He went on to say: “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at the true God.



^ (1 Ki. 19:13) As soon as E·liʹjah heard it, he wrapped his face in his official garment and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then a voice asked him: “What are you doing here, E·liʹjah?”



^ (Isa. 6:2) Seraphs were standing above him; each had six wings. Each* covered his face with two and covered his feet with two, and each of them would fly about with two.

Lit., “He.”


^ (2 Sam. 19:4) The king covered his face and kept crying out with a loud voice: “My son Abʹsa·lom! Abʹsa·lom my son, my son!”



^ (Job 15:27) His face is covered with fat, And his hips bulge with fat;



^ (Esther 7:8) The king returned from the palace garden to the house of the wine banquet and saw that Haʹman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was. The king exclaimed: “Is he also going to rape the queen in my own house?” As soon as these words left the king’s mouth, they covered Haʹman’s face.



^ (Ps. 44:15) I feel humiliated all day long, And I am overwhelmed by my shame,



^ (Jer. 51:51) “We have been put to shame, for we have heard taunts. Humiliation has covered our faces, For foreigners* have come against the holy places of the house of Jehovah.”

Or “strangers.”








^ ***fg lesson 13 ques. 1***


There are sincere people in all religions. It is good news that God sees those people and cares about them. But sadly, religion has been used for evil ends. (2 Corinthians 4:3, 4; 11:13-15) According to news reports, some religions are even involved in terrorism, genocide, war, and child abuse. How this saddens sincere believers in God!—Read Matthew 24:3-5, 11, 12.





^ par. 1 (2 Cor. 4:3, 4) If, in fact, the good news we declare is veiled, it is veiled among those who are perishing, 4 among whom the god of this system of things* has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that the illumination* of the glorious good news about the Christ, who is the image of God, might not shine through.

Or “this age.” See Glossary.
Or “light.”


^ par. 1 (2 Cor. 11:13-15) For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself keeps disguising himself as an angel of light. 15 It is therefore nothing extraordinary if his ministers also keep disguising themselves as ministers of righteousness. But their end will be according to their works.



^ par. 1 (Matt. 24:3-5) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence* and of the conclusion of the system of things?”* 4 In answer Jesus said to them: “Look out that nobody misleads you, 5 for many will come on the basis of my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many.

See Glossary.
Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 1 (Matt. 24:11, 12) Many false prophets will arise and mislead many; 12 and because of the increasing of lawlessness, the love of the greater number will grow cold.









^ ***fg lesson 13 ques. 1***


Whereas true religion glorifies God, false religion displeases him. It teaches ideas that are not in the Bible, including false teachings about God and about the dead. But Jehovah wants people to know the truth about him.—Read Ezekiel 18:4; 1 Timothy 2:3-5.





^ par. 2 (Ezek. 18:4) Look! All the souls*—to me they belong. As the soul of the father so also the soul of the son—to me they belong. The soul* who sins is the one who will die.

Or “lives.” See Glossary.
Or “person.” See Glossary.


^ par. 2 (1 Tim. 2:3-5) This is fine and acceptable in the sight of our Savior, God, 4 whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth. 5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, a man, Christ Jesus,









^ ***fg lesson 13 ques. 2***


Happily, God is not deceived by religions that claim to love him but are really in love with Satan’s world. (James 4:4) God’s Word refers to all false religion as “Babylon the Great.” Babylon was the ancient city where false religion began after the Flood of Noah’s day. Soon, God will bring a sudden end to religion that deceives and oppresses mankind.—Read Revelation 17:1, 2, 5, 16, 17; 18:8.

There is more good news. Jehovah has not forgotten the sincere people who are scattered among false religions worldwide. He is uniting such people by teaching them the truth.—Read Micah 4:2, 5.





^ par. 3 (Jas. 4:4) Adulteresses,* do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever, therefore, wants to be a friend of the world is making himself an enemy of God.

Or “You unfaithful ones.”


^ par. 3 (Rev. 17:1, 2) One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me: “Come, I will show you the judgment on the great prostitute who sits on many waters, 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed sexual immorality,* and earth’s inhabitants were made drunk with the wine of her sexual immorality.”*

See Glossary.
Greek, por·neiʹa. See Glossary.


^ par. 3 (Rev. 17:5) On her forehead was written a name, a mystery: “Babylon the Great, the mother of the prostitutes and of the disgusting things of the earth.”



^ par. 3 (Rev. 17:16, 17) And the ten horns that you saw and the wild beast, these will hate the prostitute and will make her devastated and naked, and they will eat up her flesh and completely burn her with fire. 17 For God put it into their hearts to carry out his thought, yes, to carry out their one thought by giving their kingdom to the wild beast, until the words of God will have been accomplished.



^ par. 3 (Rev. 18:8) That is why in one day her plagues will come, death and mourning and famine, and she will be completely burned with fire, because Jehovah* God, who judged her, is strong.

See App. A5.


^ par. 4 (Mic. 4:2) And many nations will go and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah And to the house of the God of Jacob. He will instruct us about his ways, And we will walk in his paths.” For law* will go out of Zion, And the word of Jehovah out of Jerusalem.

Or “instruction.”


^ par. 4 (Mic. 4:5) For all the peoples will walk, each in the name of its god, But we will walk in the name of Jehovah our God forever and ever.









^ ***sn song 134 See Yourself When All Is New***


Song 134

See Yourself When All Is New


(Revelation 21:1-5)


1. Just see yourself, just see me too;

Just see us all in a world that is new.

Think how you’ll feel, how it will be,

To live in peace, to be truly free.

No evil one will then prevail;

Rule by our God cannot ever fail.

The time will have come for a new earthly start,

The song of our praises will pour out from our heart:

(CHORUS)

“Jehovah our God, how well you have done!

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”



2. Now see yourself, and see me too;

And look ahead to a world that is new.

No sight we see, no sound we hear

Will cause alarm or give rise to fear.

All has come true, just as he said;

Now over mankind, his tent is spread.

He now shall awaken those sleeping in death;

Their voices will join us with ev’ry grateful breath:

(CHORUS)

“Jehovah our God, how well you have done!

All things are new by the rule of your Son.

The fullness of our heart overflows in our song;

All glory and honor and praise to you belong.”





(See also Ps. 37:10, 11; Isa. 65:17; John 5:28; 2 Pet. 3:13.)





^ (Rev. 21:1-5) And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the former heaven and the former earth had passed away, and the sea is no more. 2 I also saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God and prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.” 5 And the One seated on the throne said: “Look! I am making all things new.” Also he says: “Write, for these words are faithful* and true.”

Or “trustworthy.”


^ (Ps. 37:10, 11) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (John 5:28) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice



^ (2 Pet. 3:13) But there are new heavens and a new earth that we are awaiting according to his promise, and in these righteousness is to dwell.









^ ***ia pp. 99-103 He Took Comfort in His God***


1, 2. What happened on the most eventful day of Elijah’s life?

ELIJAH ran through the rain as the darkness deepened. He had a long way to go before he would reach Jezreel, and he was no young man. Yet, he ran on tirelessly, for “the very hand of Jehovah” was upon him. The energy coursing through his body was surely unlike any he had ever known. Why, he had just outpaced the team of horses that was pulling King Ahab in his royal chariot!—Read 1 Kings 18:46.

2 Now the open road lay before him. Imagine Elijah blinking the raindrops from his eyes as he ran, thinking back over the most eventful day of his life. Without question, it was a glorious victory for Elijah’s God, Jehovah, and for true worship. Far behind him, lost in the gloom of the storm, lay the windswept heights of Mount Carmel, where Jehovah had used Elijah to strike a mighty and miraculous blow against Baal worship. Hundreds of Baal prophets were exposed as wicked frauds and justly executed. Then Elijah prayed to Jehovah for an end to the drought that had afflicted the land for three and a half years. The rains fell!—1 Ki. 18:18-45.

3, 4. (a) Why might Elijah’s hopes have been high as he made his way to Jezreel? (b) What questions will we consider?

3 As Elijah splashed along those 19 miles (30 km) to Jezreel, his hopes might have been high. It may have seemed to him that a real turning point had come at last. Ahab would have to change! After what he had witnessed, surely he had no choice but to abandon Baal worship; to restrain his queen, Jezebel; and to stop the persecution of Jehovah’s servants.

4 When things seem to be going our way, it is only natural that our hopes rise. We may imagine that our lot in life will continue to improve, perhaps even thinking that our worst problems are finally behind us. If Elijah thought that way, no wonder, for he “was a man with feelings like ours.” (Jas. 5:17) Actually, though, Elijah’s problems were far from over. In fact, within hours Elijah would be so fearful, so low in spirits, that he would wish to die. What happened, and how did Jehovah help his prophet to renew his faith and his courage? Let us see.

An Unexpected Turn of Events

 5. After the events on Mount Carmel, had Ahab learned to respect Jehovah more, and how do we know?

5 When Ahab reached his palace in Jezreel, did he give any evidence of being a changed man? We read: “Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done and all about how he had killed all the prophets with the sword.” (1 Ki. 19:1) Notice that Ahab’s account of the day’s events left out Elijah’s God, Jehovah. A fleshly man, Ahab saw the day’s miraculous events in strictly human terms—what “Elijah had done.” Clearly, he had not learned to respect Jehovah God. And how did his vengeful wife react?

 6. What message did Jezebel send to Elijah, and what did it mean?

6 Jezebel was furious! Livid with rage, she sent this message to Elijah: “So may the gods do, and so may they add to it, if at this time tomorrow I shall not make your soul like the soul of each one of them!” (1 Ki. 19:2) This was a death threat of the worst kind. In effect, Jezebel was vowing that she herself should die if she could not have Elijah killed within the day to avenge her Baal prophets. Imagine Elijah being awakened from sleep in some humble lodging in Jezreel on that stormy night—only to hear the queen’s messenger deliver those awful words. How was he affected?

Overcome by Discouragement and Fear

 7. What effect did Jezebel’s threat have on Elijah, and what did he do?

7 If Elijah cherished any notions that the war against Baal worship was all but over, his hopes came crashing down at that moment. Jezebel was undeterred. A great many of Elijah’s faithful colleagues had already been executed on her orders, and now, it seemed, he was to be next. What effect did Jezebel’s threat have on Elijah? The Bible tells us: “He became afraid.” Did Elijah picture in his mind’s eye the terrible death that Jezebel had in store for him? If he dwelled on such thoughts, it is no wonder that his courage failed him. At any rate, Elijah “began to go for his soul”—he ran for his life.—1 Ki. 18:4; 19:3.

If we want to maintain our courage, we must not let our mind dwell on the dangers that frighten us



 8. (a) How was Peter’s problem similar to that of Elijah? (b) What lesson can we learn from Elijah and Peter?

8 Elijah was not the only man of faith ever to be overcome by fear. Much later, the apostle Peter had a similar problem. For instance, when Jesus enabled Peter to join Him in walking on water, the apostle began “looking at the windstorm.” He then lost his courage and started to sink. (Read Matthew 14:30.) The examples of Elijah and Peter thus teach us a valuable lesson. If we want to maintain our courage, we must not let our mind dwell on the dangers that frighten us. We need to keep our focus on the Source of our hope and strength.

“It Is Enough!”

 9. Describe Elijah’s journey and his state of mind as he fled.

9 Driven by fear, Elijah fled southwestward some 95 miles (150 km) to Beer-sheba, a town near the southern border of Judah. There he left his attendant behind and struck out into the wilderness alone. The record says that he went “a day’s journey,” so we may picture him starting off at sunrise, evidently carrying no provisions with him. Depressed, spurred ever onward by fear, he struggled over the rough and wild terrain under the blazing sun. As that glaring disk gradually reddened and sank to the horizon, Elijah’s strength gave out. Exhausted, he sat down under a broom tree—the closest thing to shelter in that barren landscape.—1 Ki. 19:4.

10, 11. (a) What was the meaning of Elijah’s prayer to Jehovah? (b) Using the cited scriptures, describe the feelings of other godly individuals who became low in spirits.

10 Elijah prayed in utter desperation. He asked to die. He said: “I am no better than my forefathers.” He knew that his forefathers were then mere dust and bones in the grave, unable to do any good for anybody. (Eccl. 9:10) Elijah felt just as worthless. No wonder he cried out: “It is enough!” Why go on living?

11 Should it be shocking to learn that a man of God could become so low in spirits? Not necessarily. A number of faithful men and women in the Bible record are described as feeling so sad that they wished for death—among them Rebekah, Jacob, Moses, and Job.—Gen. 25:22; 37:35; Num. 11:13-15; Job 14:13.

12. If you ever find yourself feeling very low, in what respect should you follow Elijah’s example?

12 Today, we live in “critical times hard to deal with,” so it is not surprising that many people, even faithful servants of God, find themselves feeling low at times. (2 Tim. 3:1) If you ever find yourself in such a dire situation, follow Elijah’s example in this respect: Pour out your feelings to God. After all, Jehovah is “the God of all comfort.” (Read 2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.) Did he comfort Elijah?





^ par. 1 (1 Ki. 18:46) But the hand of Jehovah came on E·liʹjah, and he wrapped his garment around* his hips and ran ahead of Aʹhab all the way to Jezʹre·el.

Or “he girded.”


^ par. 2 (1 Ki. 18:18-45) To this he said: “I have not brought trouble on Israel, but you and the house of your father have, by abandoning the commandments of Jehovah and by following the Baʹals. 19 And now summon all Israel to me at Mount Carʹmel, as well as the 450 prophets of Baʹal and the 400 prophets of the sacred pole,* who are eating at the table of Jezʹe·bel.” 20 So Aʹhab sent word among all the people of Israel and collected the prophets together at Mount Carʹmel. 21 Then E·liʹjah approached all the people and said: “How long will you be limping between two different opinions?* If Jehovah is the true God, follow him; but if Baʹal is, follow him!” But the people did not say a word in answer to him. 22 E·liʹjah then said to the people: “I am the only prophet of Jehovah left, while the prophets of Baʹal are 450 men. 23 Let them give us two young bulls, and let them choose one young bull and cut it into pieces and put it on the wood, but they should not put fire to it. I will prepare the other young bull, and I will place it on the wood, but I will not put fire to it. 24 Then you must call on the name of your god, and I will call on the name of Jehovah. The God who answers by fire will show that he is the true God.” To this all the people answered: “What you say is good.” 25 E·liʹjah now said to the prophets of Baʹal: “Choose one young bull and prepare it first, because you are the majority. Then call on the name of your god, but you must not put fire to it.” 26 So they took the young bull that was given to them, prepared it, and kept calling on the name of Baʹal from morning until noon, saying: “O Baʹal, answer us!” But there was no voice and no one answering. They kept limping around the altar that they had made. 27 About noon E·liʹjah began to mock them and say: “Call out at the top of your voice! After all, he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in thought or he has gone to relieve himself.* Or maybe he is asleep and someone needs to wake him up!” 28 They were calling out at the top of their voice and cutting themselves with daggers and lances, according to their custom, until their blood gushed out all over them. 29 Noon was past and they continued in a frenzy* until the time the evening grain offering is presented, but there was no voice and no one answering; no one was paying attention. 30 At length E·liʹjah said to all the people: “Approach me.” So all the people approached him. Then he repaired the altar of Jehovah that had been torn down. 31 E·liʹjah then took 12 stones, corresponding to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom Jehovah’s word had come, saying: “Israel will be your name.” 32 With the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah. Then he made a trench all around the altar, an area large enough to sow with two seah measures* of seed. 33 After that he put the pieces of wood in order, cut the young bull into pieces, and placed it on the wood. He now said: “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the pieces of wood.” 34 Then he said: “Do it again.” So they did it again. Once more he said: “Do it a third time.” So they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran all around the altar, and he also filled the trench with water. 36 About the time when the evening grain offering is presented, E·liʹjah the prophet stepped forward and said: “O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, today let it be known that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and that it is by your word that I have done all these things. 37 Answer me, O Jehovah! Answer me so that this people may know that you, Jehovah, are the true God and that you are turning their hearts back to you.” 38 At that the fire of Jehovah fell from above and consumed the burnt offering, the pieces of wood, the stones, and the dust, and it licked up the water from the trench. 39 When all the people saw it, they immediately fell facedown and said: “Jehovah is the true God! Jehovah is the true God!” 40 Then E·liʹjah said to them: “Seize the prophets of Baʹal! Do not let a single one of them escape!” At once they seized them, and E·liʹjah brought them down to the stream* of Kiʹshon and slaughtered them there. 41 E·liʹjah now said to Aʹhab: “Go up, eat and drink, for there is the sound of a heavy downpour.” 42 So Aʹhab went up to eat and drink, while E·liʹjah went up to the top of Carʹmel and crouched on the ground, keeping his face between his knees. 43 Then he said to his attendant: “Go up, please, and look toward the sea.” So he went up and looked and said: “There is nothing at all.” Seven times E·liʹjah said, “Go back.” 44 The seventh time his attendant said: “Look! There is a small cloud like a man’s hand ascending out of the sea.” He now said: “Go, say to Aʹhab, ‘Hitch up the chariot! Go down so that the downpour may not detain you!’” 45 Meanwhile, the sky grew dark with clouds, the wind blew, and a heavy downpour fell; and Aʹhab kept riding and made his way to Jezʹre·el.

See Glossary.
Or “on two crutches.”
Or possibly, “he has gone on a journey.”
Or “behaving like prophets.”
A seah equaled 7.33 L (6.66 dry qt). See App. B14.
Or “wadi.”


^ par. 4 (Jas. 5:17) E·liʹjah was a man with feelings like ours, and yet when he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.



^ par. 5 (1 Ki. 19:1) Then Aʹhab told Jezʹe·bel all that E·liʹjah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword.



^ par. 6 (1 Ki. 19:2) At that Jezʹe·bel sent a messenger to E·liʹjah, saying: “So may the gods do to me and add to it if by this time tomorrow I do not make you like each one* of them!”

Or “make your soul like the soul of each one.”


^ par. 7 (1 Ki. 18:4) and when Jezʹe·bel was doing away with* Jehovah’s prophets, O·ba·diʹah took 100 prophets and hid them 50 to a cave, and he supplied them with bread and water.)

Lit., “cutting off.”


^ par. 7 (1 Ki. 19:3) At that he became afraid, so he got up and ran for his life.* He came to Beʹer-sheʹba, which belongs to Judah, and he left his attendant there.

Or “soul.”


^ par. 8 (Matt. 14:30) But looking at the windstorm, he became afraid. And when he started to sink, he cried out: “Lord, save me!”



^ par. 9 (1 Ki. 19:4) He went a day’s journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree, and he asked that he* might die. He said: “It is enough! Now, O Jehovah, take my life* away, for I am no better than my forefathers.”

Or “his soul.”
Or “soul.”


^ par. 10 (Eccl. 9:10) Whatever your hand finds to do, do with all your might, for there is no work nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom in the Grave,* where you are going.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ par. 11 (Gen. 25:22) And the sons within her began to struggle with each other, so that she said: “If this is the way it is, why should I go on living?” So she inquired of Jehovah.



^ par. 11 (Gen. 37:35) And all his sons and all his daughters kept trying to comfort him, but he kept refusing to take comfort, saying: “I will go down into the Grave* mourning my son!” And his father continued weeping for him.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ par. 11 (Num. 11:13-15) From where will I get meat to give to all this people? For they keep weeping before me, saying, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14 I am not able to bear all this people by myself; it is too much for me. 15 If this is how you are going to treat me, please kill me right now. If I have found favor in your eyes, do not make me see any more calamity.”



^ par. 11 (Job 14:13) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me!

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ par. 12 (2 Tim. 3:1) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here.



^ par. 12 (2 Cor. 1:3, 4) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of tender mercies and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts* us in all our trials* so that we may be able to comfort others in any sort of trial* with the comfort that we receive from God.

Or “encourages.”
Or “tribulation.”
Or “tribulation.”








^ ***sn song 33 Fear Them Not!***


Song 33

Fear Them Not!


(Matthew 10:28)


1. Ever onward, O my people,

Let the Kingdom tidings go.

Tremble not before our foe.

Let all lovers of truth know

That my reigning Son, Christ Jesus,

To the earth has cast the foe,

Soon to bind the Devil, Satan,

Letting all his victims go.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.



2. Even though your foes are many,

Though they threaten and revile,

Though they flatter and they smile,

To mislead and to beguile.

Fear them not, my faithful warriors,

Nor their persecution’s heat,

For I will preserve the faithful

Till the vict’ry is complete.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.



3. Never fear you are forgotten;

I am still your strength and shield.

Though you die upon the field,

Even death to me will yield.

Fear them not who kill the body

But cannot destroy the soul.

To the end may you be faithful;

I will bring you to your goal!

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.





(See also Deut. 32:10; Neh. 4:14; Ps. 59:1; 83:2, 3.)





^ (Matt. 10:28) And do not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul;* rather, fear him who can destroy both soul and body in Ge·henʹna.*

Or “life,” that is, life prospects.
See Glossary.


^ (Deut. 32:10) He found him in a wilderness land And in an empty, howling desert. He protectively encircled him, took care of him, And safeguarded him as the pupil of his eye.



^ (Neh. 4:14) When I saw their fear, I immediately rose and said to the nobles and the deputy rulers and the rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of them. Remember Jehovah, who is great and awe-inspiring; and fight for your brothers, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes.”



^ (Ps. 59:1) Rescue me from my enemies, O my God; Protect me from those rising up against me.



^ (Ps. 83:2, 3) For look! your enemies are in an uproar; Those who hate you act arrogantly.*  3 With cunning they secretly plot against your people; They conspire against your treasured ones.*

Or “raise their heads.”
Lit., “concealed ones.”














^ (Job 11:1-15:35) Zoʹphar the Naʹa·ma·thite said in reply:  2 “Will all these words go unanswered, Or will a lot of talking make someone right?*  3 Will your empty talk silence people? Will no one rebuke you for your mocking words?  4 For you say, ‘My teaching is pure, And I am clean in your eyes.’  5 But if only God would speak And open his lips to you!  6 Then he would reveal to you the secrets of wisdom, For practical wisdom has many sides. Then you would realize that God allows some of your error to be forgotten.  7 Can you discover the deep things of God Or discover everything about* the Almighty?  8 It is higher than heaven. What can you accomplish? It is deeper than the Grave.* What can you know?  9 It is longer than the earth And broader than the sea. 10 If he passes by and detains someone and convenes a court, Who can resist him? 11 For he knows when men are deceitful. When he sees what is evil, will he not take notice? 12 But an empty-headed man will understand Only when a wild donkey can give birth to a man.* 13 If only you would prepare your heart And stretch out your hands to him. 14 If your hand is doing wrong, put it far away, And let no unrighteousness dwell in your tents. 15 For then you could lift up your face with no defect; You could stand firm, free of fear. 16 For then you will forget your trouble; You will remember it as waters that have flowed past you. 17 Your life will become brighter than midday; Even its darkness will be like the morning. 18 You will be confident because there is hope, And you will look around and lie down in security. 19 You will lie down, with no one to make you afraid, And many people will seek your favor. 20 But the eyes of the wicked will fail; And they will find no place to escape, And their only hope will be death.”* 
12 Then Job said in reply:  2 “Surely you are the people who know,* And wisdom will die out with you!  3 But I too have understanding.* I am not inferior to you. Who does not know these things?  4 I have become a laughingstock to my companions, One calling to God for an answer. A righteous and blameless man is a laughingstock.  5 The carefree person has contempt for calamity, Thinking it is only for those whose feet are unsteady.*  6 The tents of robbers are at peace, And those who provoke God are secure, Those who have their god in their hands.  7 However, ask, please, the animals, and they will instruct you; Also the birds of the heavens, and they will tell you.  8 Or give consideration* to the earth, and it will instruct you; And the fish of the sea will declare it to you.  9 Who among all these does not know That the hand of Jehovah has done this? 10 In his hand is the life of every living thing* And the spirit* of every human.* 11 Does not the ear test out words As the tongue* tastes food? 12 Is not wisdom found among the aged, And does not understanding come with a long life? 13 With him there are wisdom and mightiness; He has counsel and understanding. 14 When he tears something down, it cannot be rebuilt; What he has shut, no man can open. 15 When he withholds the waters, everything dries up; When he sends them out, they overwhelm the earth. 16 With him there are strength and practical wisdom; To him belong the one going astray and the one leading astray; 17 He makes counselors go barefoot,* And he makes fools of judges. 18 He loosens the bonds imposed by kings, And he binds a belt around their waist. 19 He makes priests walk barefoot, And he overthrows those who are firmly established in power; 20 He deprives trusted advisers of speech And takes away the sensibleness of old men;* 21 He pours out contempt upon nobles, And he makes powerful ones weak;* 22 He reveals deep things from the darkness, And he brings deep darkness into the light; 23 He makes nations grow great in order to destroy them; He enlarges nations, that he may lead them into exile. 24 He takes away the understanding* of the leaders of the people And makes them wander in trackless wastelands. 25 They grope in darkness, where there is no light; He makes them wander about like drunken men. 
13 “Yes, my eye has seen all of this, My ear has heard and understood it.  2 What you know, I also know; I am not inferior to you.  3 For my part, I would rather speak to the Almighty himself; I desire to argue my case with God.  4 But you are smearing me with lies; All of you are useless physicians.  5 If only you would keep absolutely silent, That would show wisdom on your part.  6 Listen, please, to my arguments, And pay attention to the pleadings of my lips.  7 Will you speak unjustly on God’s behalf, And will you speak deceitfully for him?  8 Will you take his side,* Will you try to plead the case of the true God?  9 Would it turn out well if he examined you? Will you fool him as you would a mortal man? 10 He will surely rebuke you If you secretly try to show favoritism. 11 Will not his very dignity terrify you And the dread of him fall upon you? 12 Your wise* sayings are proverbs of ashes; Your defenses* are as fragile as defenses of clay. 13 Keep silent before me, so that I may speak. Then let whatever may come upon me come! 14 Why do I put myself in danger* And take my life* in my hands? 15 Though he may slay me, I would still wait; I would argue my case* before his face. 16 He would then become my salvation, For no godless person* may come in before him. 17 Listen closely to my word; Pay attention to my declaration. 18 See, now, I have prepared my legal case; I know I am in the right. 19 Who will contend with me? I would die if I were to stay silent!* 20 Only grant two things to me, O God,* So that I will not conceal myself from before you: 21 Remove your heavy hand far away from me, And do not let the fear of you terrify me. 22 Either call and I will answer, Or let me speak, and you answer me. 23 What are my errors and sins? Reveal to me my transgression and my sin. 24 Why do you hide your face And consider me your enemy? 25 Will you try to frighten a windblown leaf Or chase after dry stubble? 26 For you keep recording bitter accusations against me, And you make me answer for the sins of my youth. 27 You have put my feet in stocks, You scrutinize all my paths, And you trace out each of my footprints. 28 So man* decays like something rotten, Like a garment eaten by moths. 
14 “Man, born of woman, Is short-lived and filled with trouble.*  2 He comes up like a blossom and then withers away;* He flees like a shadow and disappears.  3 Yes, you have fixed your eye upon him, And you bring him* into judgment with yourself.  4 Who can produce someone clean from someone unclean? No one can!  5 If his days are decided, The number of his months is with you; You have set a limit for him that he may not go beyond.  6 Turn your gaze away from him so that he may rest, Until, like a hired worker, he finishes out his day.  7 For there is hope even for a tree. If it is cut down, it will sprout again, And its twigs will continue to grow.  8 If its root grows old in the ground And its stump dies in the soil,  9 At the scent of water it will sprout; And it will produce branches like a new plant. 10 But a man dies and lies powerless; When a human expires, where is he? 11 Waters disappear from the sea, And a river drains away and dries up. 12 Man also lies down and does not get up. Until heaven is no more, they will not wake up, Nor will they be aroused from their sleep. 13 O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands. 16 But for now, you keep counting my every step; You watch only for my sin. 17 My transgression is sealed up in a bag, And you seal up my error with glue. 18 As a mountain falls and crumbles away And a rock is dislodged from its place, 19 As water wears away stones And its torrents wash away earth’s soil, So you have destroyed the hope of mortal man. 20 You keep overpowering him until he perishes; You change his appearance, and you send him away. 21 His sons are honored, but he does not know it; They become insignificant, but he does not realize it. 22 He feels pain only while he is still in his flesh; He* mourns only while he is still alive.” 
15 Elʹi·phaz the Teʹman·ite said in reply:  2 “Will a wise person answer with empty arguments,* Or will he fill his belly with the east wind?  3 Reproving with mere words is useless, And talk alone is of no benefit.  4 For you undermine the fear of God, And you diminish any concern for God.  5 For your error dictates what you say,* And you choose crafty speech.  6 Your own mouth condemns you, and not I; Your own lips testify against you.  7 Were you the first man ever born, Or was your birth before that of the hills?  8 Do you listen to the confidential talk of God, Or do you limit wisdom to yourself?  9 What do you know that we do not know? What do you understand that we do not? 10 Both the gray-haired and the aged are among us, Men much older than your father. 11 Are God’s consolations not enough for you, Or words spoken gently to you? 12 Why does your heart carry you away, And why do your eyes flash with anger? 13 For you turn your spirit against God himself, And you allow such words to go out of your own mouth. 14 What is mortal man that he should be pure, Or anyone born of a woman that he should be righteous? 15 Look! He has no faith in his holy ones, And even the heavens are not pure in his eyes. 16 How much less so when a person is detestable and corrupt, A man who drinks in unrighteousness just like water! 17 I will inform you; listen to me! I will relate what I have seen, 18 What wise men have related from their fathers, Things they have not hidden. 19 To them alone the land was given, And no stranger passed among them. 20 A wicked person suffers torment all his days, Throughout all the years reserved for the tyrant. 21 Terrifying sounds are in his ears; In a time of peace, marauders attack him. 22 He does not believe that he will escape from darkness; He is reserved for a sword. 23 He wanders about in search of food*—where is it? He well knows that the day of darkness is at hand. 24 Distress and anguish keep terrifying him; They overpower him like a king ready to launch an attack. 25 For he raises his hand against God himself And tries to defy* the Almighty; 26 He stubbornly rushes against Him, With his thick, strong shield;* 27 His face is covered with fat, And his hips bulge with fat; 28 He resides in cities that will be brought to ruin, In houses where no one will dwell, Which will become heaps of stones. 29 He will not grow rich, and his wealth will not accumulate, Nor will his possessions spread over the land. 30 He will not escape from darkness; A flame will dry up his twig,* And he will pass away by a blast of God’s* mouth. 31 He should not go astray and trust in what is worthless, For what he gets in exchange will be worthless; 32 It will happen before his day, And his branches will never flourish. 33 He will be like a vine that shakes off its unripe grapes, And like an olive tree that casts off its blossoms. 34 For the assembly of godless ones* is sterile, And fire will consume the tents of bribery. 35 They conceive trouble and give birth to what is wicked, And their womb produces deceit.”

Or “will a boaster be right?”
Or “find out the limit of.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “when a wild donkey is born a man.”
Or “the expiring of the soul.”
Lit., “you are the people.”
Lit., “a heart.”
Or “slipping.”
Or possibly, “speak.”
Or “the soul of everyone alive.”
Or “breath.”
Lit., “of all flesh of man.”
Lit., “palate.”
Or “stripped of everything.”
Or “of elders.”
Lit., “loosens the belt of powerful ones.”
Lit., “heart.”
Or “show partiality toward him.”
Or “memorable.”
Lit., “shield bosses.”
Lit., “Why do I carry my flesh in my teeth?”
Or “soul.”
Or “defend my ways.”
Or “no apostate.”
Or possibly, “If someone can, I will stay silent and die.”
Lit., “Only two things, do not do to me.”
Lit., “he,” possibly referring to Job.
Or “glutted with agitation.”
Or possibly, “and is cut off.”
Lit., “me.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”
Or “His soul.”
Or “with blustery knowledge.”
Or “your error trains your mouth.”
Lit., “bread.”
Or “tries to prevail against.”
Lit., “his thick shield bosses.”
That is, any hope of recovery.
Lit., “his.”
Or “of apostates.”
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