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1924​—One Hundred Years Ago


“IT IS a good time at the beginning of the year for every consecrated child of the Lord . . . to look for wider opportunities of service,” stated the January 1924 issue of the Bulletin.* As the year unfolded, Bible Students applied that counsel in two ways: by pursuing bold initiatives and by fearlessly preaching.





A BOLD INITIATIVE IN RADIO


The brothers at Bethel had been working for more than a year to build the WBBR radio station on Staten Island, New York City. After clearing the land, they constructed a large home for the workers and a separate building for the equipment. When this work was completed, the brothers began to assemble the equipment necessary to go “on the air.” But they would need to overcome several obstacles.

The brothers found that installing the main antenna for the station proved difficult. The 91-meter-long (300-ft-long) antenna needed to be hung between two wooden masts that were each 61 meters (200 ft) tall. The first attempt failed. Trusting in Jehovah’s help, the brothers finally succeeded. Calvin Prosser, who worked on the project, observed, “If our first attempt had succeeded, we would have patted ourselves on the back and said, ‘Look at what we did!’” The brothers credited their success to Jehovah, but their problems were not over.



[image: ]

Erecting one of the WBBR antenna masts





Radio broadcasting was in its infancy, and commercially built equipment was not readily available. So the brothers obtained a used, crudely built 500-watt transmitter that was available locally. Instead of purchasing a microphone, they used one from an ordinary telephone. One night in February, the brothers decided to test all this makeshift equipment. They needed a program to broadcast, so the brothers sang Kingdom songs. Ernest Lowe recalled with amusement that while the brothers were singing, they received a call from Judge Rutherford,* who heard their singing on his radio in Brooklyn, about 25 kilometers (15 mi) away.

“Stop that racket,” quipped Brother Rutherford. “You sound like a bunch of cats!” Slightly embarrassed, the brothers quickly shut down the transmitter, but they were confident that they were ready for their first broadcast.

On February 24, 1924, during the first official broadcast, Brother Rutherford dedicated the radio station “to the interests of the kingdom of the Messiah.” He stated that the purpose of the station was “to enable the people to understand in the light of the Bible, regardless of creed or denomination, the meaning of the times in which we are living.”



[image: ]

Left: Brother Rutherford at the first studio

Right: The transmitter and broadcasting equipment





That first broadcast was a great success. For the next 33 years, WBBR served as the hub of the organization’s radio broadcasting efforts.






A BOLD INDICTMENT AGAINST THE CLERGY


In July 1924, the Bible Students assembled for a convention in Columbus, Ohio. Delegates came from all over the world, and they heard talks in Arabic, English, French, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, the Scandinavian languages, and Ukrainian. Portions of the program were broadcast over the radio, and plans were made for the Ohio State Journal to carry daily reports of the convention.
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The 1924 convention in Columbus, Ohio





On Thursday, July 24, more than 5,000 conventioners participated in a service day. They placed almost 30,000 books and started thousands of Bible studies. The Watch Tower called this day “the happiest part of the convention.”

Another highlight of the convention came on Friday, July 25, when Brother Rutherford read an indictment, a bold proclamation against the clergy. In the style of a legal document, the indictment charged political, religious, and commercial leaders with “keeping the peoples in ignorance of God’s provisions for blessing them with life.” Additionally, the indictment noted that these men had “endorsed the League of Nations and declared it to be ‘the political expression of God’s kingdom on earth.’” The Bible Students would need bold persistence to take this message to the people.

Summing up the effect of the convention, The Watch Tower stated: “This little army of the Lord assembled at the Columbus Convention went away strengthened in faith . . . , invincible to any power or fiery darts that the enemy may launch against them.” Leo Claus, who attended the convention, recalled: “We left the assembly feeling enthusiastic about distributing the indictment in our territory.”
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A copy of the tract Ecclesiastics Indicted





In October, the Bible Students began distributing millions of copies of the tract Ecclesiastics Indicted, the printed version of what Brother Rutherford had presented. In the small town of Cleveland, Oklahoma, Frank Johnson finished distributing the tracts 20 minutes before he was to be picked up by other publishers. He couldn’t just wait in the open because men from the town who were angered by his preaching work were looking for him. Brother Johnson decided to hide in a nearby church. Finding it empty, he left copies of Ecclesiastics Indicted in the preacher’s Bible and at each seat. He exited the church as quickly as he had come. He still had some time, so he visited two more churches, following a similar pattern.

Frank rushed back to the spot where he was to be picked up. He hid behind a fuel station, keeping an eye out for the men who were after him. The men drove by, but they didn’t see him. As soon as they were gone, Frank’s fellow preachers, who had been witnessing nearby, arrived to pick him up and they all drove off.

“As we were leaving town,” one of the brothers recalled, “we passed by the three churches. There were as many as 50 people standing out in front of each church. Some of the people were reading the tract, others were holding it up for the preacher to see. Well, we had a very close call! But we thanked Jehovah our God for his protection and the knowledge to outwit these enemies of the Kingdom.”






A PATTERN OF BOLDNESS IN THE MINISTRY
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Józef Krett





In other countries, the Bible Students followed a similar pattern of bold witnessing. In northern France, Józef Krett preached to immigrant Polish mine workers. He was scheduled to deliver a talk entitled “The Resurrection of the Dead Soon.” When invitations were delivered to residents of the town, a local priest warned his parishioners not to attend. His warning had the opposite effect. More than 5,000 people attended the lecture, including the priest! Brother Krett invited the priest to defend his beliefs, but he refused. Brother Krett placed all the literature he had, noting that the people he witnessed to had a thirst for God’s Word.​—Amos 8:11.
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Claude Brown





In Africa, Claude Brown brought the good news to the Gold Coast, now known as Ghana. His lectures and the literature that he distributed helped to spread the truth quickly in that country. John Blankson, who was studying to become a pharmacist, attended one of Brother Brown’s lectures. He quickly realized that he had found the truth. “The truth made me buoyant,” John remembered, “and I talked about it freely at our pharmacy school.”
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John Blankson





One day, John visited an Anglican church to question the priest about the Trinity, which John now understood clearly to be an unscriptural teaching. The priest chased him away, shouting: “You are not a Christian; you belong to the Devil. Get out of here!”

When he got home, John wrote a letter to the priest, inviting him to defend the Trinity at a public gathering. The priest responded by summoning John to the office of the pharmacy school’s principal lecturer, where the lecturer asked him if he had indeed written to the priest.

“I did, Sir,” replied John.

The lecturer demanded that John write the priest an apology. So John wrote:

“Sir, My instructor has asked me to write an apology to you and I am prepared to write the apology provided you will admit that you teach false doctrines.”

Incredulous, the lecturer asked, “Blankson, is this what you want to write?”

“Yes, Sir. That is all I can write.”

“You are going to be dismissed. How can you speak against the priest of the government’s church and hope to remain in the government’s employ?”

“But, Sir, . . . when you give us lessons and there are points we do not understand, do we not ask you questions?”

“Of course you do.”

“Well, Sir, that is all that took place. The gentleman was teaching us the Bible and I asked him a question. If he is unable to answer the question, why should I be made to write an apology to him?”

Blankson was not dismissed. No apology was sent.






LOOKING TO THE FUTURE


Summing up the year’s activity, The Watch Tower stated: “We can truly say, with David: ‘Thou hast girded me with strength unto the battle.’ (Psalm 18:39) The year has been one of great encouragement, because we have observed the hand of the Lord . . . His truly consecrated ones . . . have been joyfully giving a witness.”

Late in the year, the brothers made plans to expand the radio ministry. Work began on another radio station near Chicago. This new station had the appropriate call sign WORD. Using a 5,000-watt transmitter, WORD would transmit the Kingdom message for hundreds of miles, even to the north in Canada.

The year 1925 would soon bring exciting flashes of spiritual light, clarifying the Bible Students’ understanding of Revelation chapter 12. It would be a stumbling block for some. Many others, though, would welcome this insight into events related to the invisible heavens and the impact this understanding would have on God’s people on earth.







^  Now Our Christian Life and Ministry​—Meeting Workbook.


^  J. F. Rutherford, who took the lead among the Bible Students at the time, was known as Judge Rutherford. Before his service at Bethel, he had served on occasion as a special judge in the Eighth Judicial Circuit Court of Missouri.






^ (Amos 8:11) ‘Look! The days are coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah, ‘When I will send a famine into the land, Not a famine for bread or a thirst for water, But for hearing the words of Jehovah.



^ (Ps. 18:39) You will equip me with strength for the battle; You will make my foes collapse under me.



^ (Rev. 12:1-17) Then a great sign was seen in heaven: A woman was arrayed* with the sun, and the moon was beneath her feet, and on her head was a crown of 12 stars, 2 and she was pregnant. And she was crying out in her pains and in her agony to give birth. 3 Another sign was seen in heaven. Look! A great fiery-colored dragon, with seven heads and ten horns and on its heads seven diadems;* 4 and its tail drags a third of the stars of heaven, and it hurled them down to the earth. And the dragon kept standing before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when she did give birth, it might devour her child. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male, who is to shepherd all the nations with an iron rod. And her child was snatched* away to God and to his throne. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God and where they would feed her for 1,260 days. 7 And war broke out in heaven: Miʹcha·el* and his angels battled with the dragon, and the dragon and its angels battled 8 but they did not prevail,* nor was a place found for them any longer in heaven. 9 So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him. 10 I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God! 11 And they conquered him because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their witnessing, and they did not love their souls* even in the face of death. 12 On this account be glad, you heavens and you who reside in them! Woe for the earth and for the sea, because the Devil has come down to you, having great anger, knowing that he has a short period of time.” 13 Now when the dragon saw that it had been hurled down to the earth, it persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. 14 But the two wings of the great eagle were given to the woman, so that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is to be fed for a time and times and half a time* away from the face of the serpent. 15 And the serpent spewed out water like a river from its mouth after the woman, to cause her to be drowned by the river. 16 But the earth came to the woman’s help, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the river that the dragon spewed out from its mouth. 17 So the dragon became enraged at the woman and went off to wage war with the remaining ones of her offspring,* who observe the commandments of God and have the work of bearing witness concerning Jesus.

Or “clothed.”
Or “royal headbands.”
Or “caught.”
Meaning “Who Is Like God?”
Or possibly, “but it [that is, the dragon] was defeated.”
Or “lives.” See Glossary.
That is, three and a half times.
Lit., “seed.”








STUDY ARTICLE 40




SONG 30 My Father, My God and Friend



Jehovah “Heals the Brokenhearted”



“He heals the brokenhearted; he binds up their wounds.”​—PS. 147:3.




FOCUS

Jehovah cares deeply about those who suffer from emotional wounds. This article will show how he alleviates our grief and helps us to comfort others.




 1. How does Jehovah feel about his servants?


Your answer



WHAT does Jehovah see when he looks at his servants on earth? He is aware of our joys and our sorrows. (Ps. 37:18) When he sees that we are serving him to the best of our ability despite coping with painful emotions, how pleased he is! More than that, he is eager to support and comfort us.

 2. What does Jehovah do for the brokenhearted, and how can we benefit from his care?


Your answer



2 Psalm 147:3 says that Jehovah ‘binds up the wounds’ of the brokenhearted. Jehovah is here pictured as tenderly caring for those who have been injured emotionally. What must we do to benefit from Jehovah’s care? Consider an illustration. A skilled doctor can do much to help an injured person to heal. To benefit, though, the injured person must carefully follow the doctor’s instructions. In this article, we will see what Jehovah says in his Word to those who are suffering emotionally and we will consider how to apply his loving advice.

JEHOVAH ASSURES US OF OUR WORTH

 3. Why do some feel that they have little worth?


Your answer



3 We live in a world devoid of love, and sadly, many people have been made to feel that they have little worth. A sister named Helen* says: “I grew up in a loveless family. My dad was violent and drummed into us daily how useless we were.” Perhaps, like Helen, you have been mistreated, frequently criticized, or made to feel unlovable. If so, you may find it difficult to believe that anyone genuinely cares about you.

 4. According to Psalm 34:18, what assurance does Jehovah give us?


Your answer



4 Even if others have mistreated you, you can be certain that Jehovah loves you and values you. He “is close to the brokenhearted.” (Read Psalm 34:18.) If you feel “crushed in spirit,” remember that Jehovah saw good things in your heart and personally drew you to him. (John 6:44) He is always ready to help you because you are precious to him.

 5. What can we learn from the way Jesus treated those who were looked down on by others?


Your answer



5 We can learn about Jehovah’s feelings by considering Jesus’ example. During his earthly ministry, Jesus took notice of those who were looked down on by others, and he treated them with compassion. (Matt. 9:9-12) When a woman hoping to be healed of a grievous sickness touched his garment, Jesus comforted her and commended her for her faith. (Mark 5:25-34) Jesus perfectly reflects his Father’s personality. (John 14:9) So you can be certain that Jehovah values you and takes note of your good qualities, including your faith and your love for him.

 6. How can a person cope with feelings of low self-worth?


Your answer



6 What can you do if doubts about your worth persist or reoccur? Read Bible verses that assure you of your value to Jehovah and meditate on them.* (Ps. 94:19) If you have failed to reach a goal or are discouraged because you cannot do as much as others, do not judge yourself harshly. Jehovah has reasonable expectations. (Ps. 103:13, 14) If you suffered abuse in the past, do not blame yourself for what the abuser did. You did not deserve such treatment! Remember that Jehovah holds the wrongdoers accountable, not the victims. (1 Pet. 3:12) Sandra, who was abused as a child, says, “I regularly ask Jehovah to help me see myself in a balanced way, the way he sees me.”



[image: An Israelite man holding a sparrow in his hand.]



Jehovah Values You


The following Bible verses provide assurance that Jehovah values you:

	  Psalm 56:8. When you are sad, Jehovah takes note of your tears. He cares deeply about how you feel.



	  Luke 12:6, 7. If Jehovah places such value on a single sparrow, of how much greater worth to him are you? He has deep interest in you and knows every detail about you because he loves you.



	  1 John 3:19, 20. Even if you doubt your own worth, remember that Jehovah ‘is greater than your heart’ and that he cherishes you.









 7. How can we put our past experiences in life to good use in Jehovah’s service?


Your answer



7 Never doubt that Jehovah can use you to help others. He has given you the honor of being his fellow worker in the Christian ministry. (1 Cor. 3:9) Your life experiences have likely given you empathy for others and insight into how they may feel. You can do much to help them. Helen, quoted earlier, received help and is now better able to help others. She says: “Jehovah has turned this ‘nobody’ into someone who feels loved and useful.” Helen is happy to serve as a regular pioneer.

JEHOVAH WANTS US TO ACCEPT HIS FORGIVENESS

 8. What assurance do we find at Isaiah 1:18?


Your answer



8 Some of Jehovah’s servants are deeply troubled by regrets over their past actions, either before or even after baptism. But we do well to remember that Jehovah provided the ransom because of his deep love for us. Surely, he wants us to accept his gift. Jehovah assures us that after we have “set matters straight”* with him, he no longer holds our sins against us. (Read Isaiah 1:18.) How loving of Jehovah not to remember our past sins! At the same time, he never forgets the good we have done.​—Ps. 103:9, 12; Heb. 6:10.

 9. Why should we do our best to focus on the present and the future rather than on the past?


Your answer



9 If you are troubled by regrets about the past, do your best to focus on the present and on the future rather than on the past. Consider the example of the apostle Paul. He regretted that he had once viciously persecuted Christians, but he knew that Jehovah had forgiven him. (1 Tim. 1:12-15) Did he then continue to mull over the sins of his past? He no doubt refused to do so, just as he did not dwell on his former accomplishments as an adherent of Judaism. (Phil. 3:4-8, 13-15) Instead, Paul zealously cared for his ministry and looked ahead to the future. Like Paul, you cannot change the past. But you can honor Jehovah in your present circumstances and look ahead to the wonderful future that he has promised you.

10. What can we do if our past actions have hurt others?


Your answer



10 You may be troubled by some of your past actions that have hurt others. What can help? Do what you can to repair the damage, including offering a sincere apology. (2 Cor. 7:11) Ask Jehovah to come to the aid of those affected by your actions. He can help you and those you have hurt to endure and to regain peace.

11. What can we learn from the example of the prophet Jonah? (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 Learn from past mistakes, and be willing to let Jehovah use you in whatever way he chooses. Note the example of the prophet Jonah. Instead of traveling to Nineveh as God had commanded, Jonah fled in the opposite direction. Jehovah disciplined Jonah, and he learned from his mistake. (Jonah 1:1-4, 15-17; 2:7-10) Jehovah did not give up on Jonah. God gave him another opportunity to go to Nineveh, and this time Jonah promptly obeyed. He did not let regret over his past mistake prevent him from accepting this assignment from Jehovah.​—Jonah 3:1-3.



[image: The prophet Jonah standing on the seashore, looking toward the heavens. He is dripping wet.]

After the prophet Jonah survived the ordeal inside the huge fish, Jehovah told him once again to go to Nineveh and proclaim His message (See paragraph 11)







JEHOVAH COMFORTS US THROUGH HOLY SPIRIT

12. How does Jehovah give us peace when we experience trauma or loss? (Philippians 4:6, 7)


Your answer



12 By means of his holy spirit, Jehovah comforts us when we suffer trauma or loss. Consider the experience of Ron and Carol. Tragically, their son took his own life. They say: “We had gone through difficult trials before, but this was by far the worst. We prayed during many sleepless nights, and we truly felt the peace described at Philippians 4:6, 7.” (Read.) If you are coping with a heartbreaking trial, you can pour out your heart to Jehovah in prayer as often and for as long as you want. (Ps. 86:3; 88:1) Ask Jehovah repeatedly for his holy spirit. He will never ignore your requests.​—Luke 11:9-13.

13. How can holy spirit help us to continue worshipping Jehovah faithfully? (Ephesians 3:16)


Your answer



13 Has a distressing ordeal left you weak? Holy spirit can empower you to continue worshipping Jehovah faithfully. (Read Ephesians 3:16.) Consider the experience of a sister named Flora. She and her husband were serving together as missionaries when her husband became unfaithful to her, and they divorced. She says: “The anguish I felt because of his betrayal consumed me. I prayed to Jehovah for his holy spirit in order to persevere. Jehovah gave me what I needed to heal and to cope with something that in the beginning seemed insurmountable.” Flora feels that God has helped her to grow in confidence and that he will sustain her in all her trials. She adds: “The words of Psalm 119:32 applied to me: ‘I will eagerly pursue the way of your commandments because you make room for it in my heart.’”

14. How can we allow God’s spirit to operate on us?


Your answer



14 How can you work in harmony with your requests for holy spirit? Share in activities that will allow God’s spirit to operate on you. These include attending meetings and witnessing to others. Fill your mind with Jehovah’s thoughts by reading his Word every day. (Phil. 4:8, 9) As you read, take note of Bible characters who experienced trials and meditate on how Jehovah helped them to endure. Sandra, quoted earlier, suffered a series of severe hardships. She says: “The account of Joseph really touches me. He did not let the trials and injustices he suffered weaken his relationship with Jehovah.”​—Gen. 39:21-23.

JEHOVAH COMFORTS US THROUGH FELLOW BELIEVERS

15. From whom can we receive comfort, and how can they help us? (See also picture.)


Your answer



15 When we are suffering, our fellow believers can be “a source of great comfort.” (Col. 4:11) Our brothers and sisters are truly a living expression of Jehovah’s love for us. Fellow believers can comfort us by listening empathetically, or they may support us with their presence. They may share a reassuring Bible verse or say a prayer with us.* (Rom. 15:4) At times, a brother or a sister may remind us of Jehovah’s thinking and thus help us maintain our balance. Fellow Christians can also give us practical support, such as by providing a meal when we are in distress.



[image: Two elders visiting a sister in the hospital. Their Bibles are open as they speak with her.]

Trustworthy, mature friends can provide much comfort and support (See paragraph 15)







16. What may we need to do to receive support from others?


Your answer



16 To receive support from others, we may need to ask for it. Our brothers and sisters love us and want to help. (Prov. 17:17) But they may not know how we feel or what we need. (Prov. 14:10) If you are hurting emotionally, be willing to share your feelings with mature friends. Let them know what would help you. You might choose to confide in one or two elders with whom you feel at ease. Some sisters have found it comforting to speak with another mature sister.

17. What are some challenges that could prevent us from receiving encouragement, and how can we overcome them?


Your answer



17 Resist the urge to isolate yourself. Because of painful emotions, you may not feel like interacting with others. At times, your brothers and sisters may misunderstand you or fail to choose the right words. (Jas. 3:2) Do not let such challenges prevent you from receiving the encouragement you need. An elder named Gavin, who suffers from depression, says: “Keeping in touch with friends is often the last thing I feel like doing.” Nevertheless, Gavin does not give in to his feelings, and he benefits from his association with others. A sister named Amy says: “Because of my past experiences, I have difficulty trusting people. But I am learning to love and trust my brothers and sisters as Jehovah does. I know that this makes Jehovah happy, and it makes me happy too.”

TAKE COMFORT IN JEHOVAH’S PROMISES OF HEALING

18. What can we look forward to in the future, and what can we do now?


Your answer



18 We can confidently look to the future, knowing that Jehovah will soon heal us completely of all physical and emotional pain. (Rev. 21:3, 4) At that time, the hurtful things we have experienced will not “come up into the heart.” (Isa. 65:17) As we have seen, Jehovah ‘binds up our wounds’ even now. Take full advantage of Jehovah’s loving provisions to bring you comfort and relief. Never doubt for a moment that “he cares for you.”​—1 Pet. 5:7.



HOW DOES JEHOVAH HELP US . . .


	  to combat doubts about our worth?


Your answer





	  to overcome regrets about our past?


Your answer





	  to feel comforted through fellow believers?


Your answer












SONG 7 Jehovah, Our Strength



^  Names have been changed.


^  See the box “Jehovah Values You.”


^  To “set matters straight” with Jehovah, we need to prove that we are repentant by asking him to forgive us for our sins and by changing our conduct. If we commit a serious sin, we also need to seek assistance from the elders in the congregation.​—Jas. 5:14, 15.


^  Consider, for example, the scriptures listed under the topics “Anxiety” and “Comfort” in the publication Scriptures for Christian Living.






^ (Ps. 147:3) He heals the brokenhearted; He binds up their wounds.



^  (Ps. 37:18) Jehovah is aware of what the blameless go through,* And their inheritance will last forever.

Lit., “the days of the blameless.”


^  (Ps. 147:3) He heals the brokenhearted; He binds up their wounds.



^ (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”


^  (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”


^  (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^  (Matt. 9:9-12) Next, while moving on from there, Jesus caught sight of a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office, and he said to him: “Be my follower.” At that he rose up and followed him. 10 Later as he was dining* in the house, look! many tax collectors and sinners came and began dining* with Jesus and his disciples. 11 But on seeing this, the Pharisees said to his disciples: “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 Hearing them, he said: “Healthy people do not need a physician, but those who are ill do.

Or “reclining at the table.”
Or “reclining at the table.”


^  (Mark 5:25-34) Now there was a woman who had had a flow of blood for 12 years. 26 She had suffered much at the hands of many physicians and had spent all her resources, and she was no better but, rather, had become worse. 27 When she heard the reports about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his outer garment, 28 for she kept saying: “If I touch just his outer garments, I will get well.”* 29 And immediately her flow of blood dried up, and she sensed in her body that she had been healed of the grievous sickness. 30 Immediately Jesus realized in himself that power had gone out of him, and he turned around in the crowd and asked: “Who touched my outer garments?” 31 But his disciples said to him: “You see the crowd pressing in on you, and you ask, ‘Who touched me?’” 32 However, he was looking around to see who had done this. 33 The woman, frightened and trembling, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 He said to her: “Daughter, your faith has made you well.* Go in peace, and be healed from your grievous sickness.”

Or “will be saved.”
Or “has saved you.”


^  (John 14:9) Jesus said to him: “Even after I have been with you men for such a long time, Philip, have you not come to know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father also. How is it you say, ‘Show us the Father’?



^  (Ps. 94:19) When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^  (Ps. 103:13, 14) As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown mercy to those who fear him. 14 For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (1 Pet. 3:12) For the eyes of Jehovah* are on the righteous, and his ears listen to their supplication, but the face of Jehovah* is against those doing bad things.”

See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^ (Ps. 56:8) You keep track of my wandering. Do collect my tears in your skin bottle. Are they not recorded in your book?



^ (Luke 12:6, 7) Five sparrows sell for two coins of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God.* 7 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.

Or “is neglected by God; has escaped God’s notice.”


^ (1 John 3:19, 20) By this we will know that we originate with the truth, and we will assure* our hearts before him 20 regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.

Or “persuade; convince.”


^  (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^ (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^  (Isa. 1:18) “Come, now, and let us set matters straight between us,” says Jehovah. “Though your sins are like scarlet, They will be made as white as snow; Though they are as red as crimson cloth, They will become like wool.



^  (Ps. 103:9) He will not always find fault, Nor will he stay resentful forever.



^  (Ps. 103:12) As far off as the sunrise is from the sunset, So far off from us he has put our transgressions.



^  (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^  (1 Tim. 1:12-15) I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who imparted power to me, because he considered me faithful by assigning me to a ministry, 13 although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith. 14 But the undeserved kindness of our Lord abounded exceedingly along with faith and the love that is in Christ Jesus. 15 This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. Of these, I am foremost.



^  (Phil. 3:4-8) though I, if anyone, do have grounds for confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born from Hebrews; regarding law, a Pharisee; 6 regarding zeal, persecuting the congregation; regarding righteousness based on law, one who proved himself blameless. 7 Yet, the things that were gains to me, I have considered loss* on account of the Christ. 8 What is more, I do indeed also consider all things to be loss on account of the excelling value of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have taken the loss of all things and I consider them as a lot of refuse, that I may gain Christ

Or possibly, “have willingly abandoned.”


^  (Phil. 3:13-15) Brothers, I do not yet consider myself as having taken hold of it; but one thing is certain: Forgetting the things behind and stretching forward to the things ahead, 14 I am pressing on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God by means of Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, let those of us who are mature be of this mental attitude, and if you are mentally inclined otherwise in any respect, God will reveal the above attitude to you.



^  (2 Cor. 7:11) For see what a great earnestness your being saddened in a godly way produced in you, yes, clearing of yourselves, yes, indignation, yes, fear, yes, earnest desire, yes, zeal, yes, righting of the wrong! In every respect you demonstrated yourselves to be pure in this matter.



^  (Jonah 1:1-4) The word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah* the son of A·mitʹtai, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim judgment against her, for their wickedness has come to my attention.” 3 But Joʹnah got up to run away from Jehovah to Tarʹshish; he went down to Jopʹpa and found a ship going to Tarʹshish. So he paid the fare and went aboard to go with them to Tarʹshish, away from Jehovah. 4 Then Jehovah hurled a strong wind at the sea, and there was such a violent storm on the sea that the ship was about to be wrecked.

Meaning “Dove.”


^  (Jonah 1:15-17) Then they lifted Joʹnah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased its raging. 16 Then the men were struck with great fear of Jehovah, and they offered a sacrifice to Jehovah and made vows. 17 Jehovah now sent a huge fish to swallow Joʹnah, so that Joʹnah came to be in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights.



^  (Jonah 2:7-10) When my life* was ebbing away, Jehovah was the One whom I remembered. Then my prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.  8 Those who are devoted to the worthless idols forsake their source of loyal love.*  9 But as for me, with the voice of thanksgiving I will sacrifice to you. What I have vowed, I will pay. Salvation is from Jehovah.” 10 In time Jehovah commanded the fish, and it vomited Joʹnah out onto the dry land.

Or “soul.”
Or possibly, “their loyalty.”


^  (Jonah 3:1-3) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying: 2 “Get up, go to Ninʹe·veh the great city, and proclaim to her the message that I tell you.” 3 So Joʹnah got up and went to Ninʹe·veh in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Now Ninʹe·veh was a very large city*—a walking distance of three days.

Lit., “a city great to God.”


^ (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (Ps. 86:3) Show me favor, O Jehovah, For I call to you all day long.



^  (Ps. 88:1) O Jehovah, the God of my salvation, By day I cry out, And by night I come before you.



^  (Luke 11:9-13) So I say to you, keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened. 11 Indeed, which father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will hand him a serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he also asks for an egg, will hand him a scorpion? 13 Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (Eph. 3:16) I pray that he may grant you through the abundance* of his glory to be made mighty in the man you are inside, with power through his spirit,

Or “riches.”


^  (Eph. 3:16) I pray that he may grant you through the abundance* of his glory to be made mighty in the man you are inside, with power through his spirit,

Or “riches.”


^  (Ps. 119:32) I will eagerly pursue* the way of your commandments Because you make room for it in my heart.*

Lit., “will run.”
Or possibly, “you make my heart have the confidence.”


^  (Phil. 4:8, 9) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things. 9 The things that you learned as well as accepted and heard and saw in connection with me, practice these, and the God of peace will be with you.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^  (Gen. 39:21-23) But Jehovah continued with Joseph and kept showing loyal love to him and granting him favor in the eyes of the chief officer of the prison. 22 So the chief officer of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners in the prison, and everything that they were doing there, he was the one having it done. 23 The chief officer of the prison was looking after absolutely nothing that was in Joseph’s care, for Jehovah was with Joseph and Jehovah made whatever he did successful.



^  (Col. 4:11) and Jesus who is called Justus, who are of those circumcised. Only these are my fellow workers for the Kingdom of God, and they have become a source of great comfort to me.



^  (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^  (Prov. 17:17) A true friend shows love at all times And is a brother who is born for times of distress.



^  (Prov. 14:10) The heart knows its own bitterness,* And no outsider can share in its joy.

Or “the bitterness of its soul.”


^  (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^  (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^  (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (Jas. 5:14, 15) Is there anyone sick among you? Let him call the elders of the congregation to him, and let them pray over him, applying oil to him in the name of Jehovah.* 15 And the prayer of faith will make the sick one* well, and Jehovah* will raise him up. Also, if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.

See App. A5.
Or possibly, “tired one.”
See App. A5.








STUDY ARTICLE 41




SONG 13 Christ, Our Model



Learning From Jesus’ Final 40 Days on Earth



“He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God.”​—ACTS 1:3.




FOCUS

How to imitate the example Jesus set during his final 40 days on earth.




1-2. What happened as two of Jesus’ disciples walked toward Emmaus?


Your answer



IT IS Nisan 16, 33 C.E. Jesus’ disciples are numb with grief and paralyzed by fear. Two of them leave Jerusalem and head for Emmaus, a village about 11 kilometers (7 mi) from Jerusalem. These men are dejected because Jesus, the man they had been following, had just been put to death. Their hope for what the Messiah would do seems lost. But the men are in for a surprise.

2 A stranger approaches and walks with them. The disciples relate their disappointment about what happened to Jesus. The stranger then begins a life-changing discussion with them. “Starting with Moses and all the Prophets,” he explains why the Messiah had to suffer and die. When the three men arrive at Emmaus, the stranger reveals who he is​—the resurrected Jesus! We can only imagine the disciples’ joy on learning that the Messiah was alive!​—Luke 24:13-35.

3-4. What happened to Jesus’ disciples, and what will we learn in this article? (Acts 1:3)


Your answer



3 Jesus appeared to his disciples a number of times throughout his final 40 days on earth. (Read Acts 1:3.) During that time, Jesus’ grief-stricken and fearful followers were transformed into a joyful, confident, and courageous army of Kingdom preachers and teachers.*

4 We can benefit from studying about this thrilling period in Jesus’ life. In this article, we will see how Jesus used this time (1) to encourage his disciples, (2) to deepen their understanding of the Scriptures, and (3) to train them to take on greater responsibilities. In each case, we will see how we can imitate Jesus’ example.

ENCOURAGE OTHERS

 5. Why did Jesus’ disciples need encouragement?


Your answer



5 Jesus’ disciples needed encouragement. Why? Some had left homes, families, and businesses to follow Jesus full-time. (Matt. 19:27) Others were treated as social outcasts because they had become his disciples. (John 9:22) They made these sacrifices because they believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah. (Matt. 16:16) But when Jesus was executed, their hopes were dashed and they became downhearted.

 6. What did Jesus do after he was resurrected?


Your answer



6 No doubt Jesus saw his disciples’ grief, not as a sign of spiritual weakness, but as an understandable response to a terrible loss. So on the very day that he was resurrected, he began encouraging his friends. For instance, he appeared to Mary Magdalene while she wept at his tomb. (John 20:11, 16) He also appeared to the two disciples described at the outset of this article. And he appeared to the apostle Peter. (Luke 24:34) What can we learn from Jesus’ example? Consider what happened during his first appearance.

 7. As reported at John 20:11-16, what did Jesus observe Mary doing early on the morning of Nisan 16, and what did that move him to do? (See also picture.)


Your answer



7 Read John 20:11-16. Early on the morning of Nisan 16, a number of loyal women went to the place where Jesus had been lying lifeless. (Luke 24:1, 10) Let us focus on the experience of one of the women, Mary Magdalene. When Mary arrived at the tomb, she found it empty. She ran to tell Peter and John and then followed them as they raced to the tomb. After confirming that the tomb was empty, the men returned home. But not Mary. She stayed there, weeping. Little did she know that Jesus was watching. He observed this faithful woman’s tears and was deeply moved. So he appeared to Mary and then did something simple that greatly encouraged her. He spoke to her and gave her an important assignment​—to share the news of his resurrection with his brothers.​—John 20:17, 18.



[image: The resurrected Jesus speaking to Mary Magdalene outside an empty tomb.]

Imitate Jesus by being observant and by empathizing with those who are discouraged (See paragraph 7)







 8. How can we imitate Jesus?


Your answer



8 How can we imitate Jesus? We can do much to motivate our brothers and sisters to keep serving Jehovah if, like Jesus, we are aware of their distresses and speak to them with empathy. Consider the experience of a sister named Jocelyn, whose sister died in a tragic accident. “For many months, I was in a constant state of deep grief,” she says. However, a brother and his wife invited her to their home, listened to her empathetically, and reassured her of her value in God’s eyes. Jocelyn says: “I felt as if Jehovah had used them to pull me out of a dark stormy sea and into a lifeboat. They helped me to regain my desire to keep serving Jehovah.” We too can encourage others by listening attentively as they pour out their heart and by speaking empathetically, with a view to strengthening them in their service to God.​—Rom. 12:15.

REASON ON THE SCRIPTURES

 9. What challenge did Jesus’ disciples face, and how did Jesus help them?


Your answer



9 Jesus’ disciples accepted God’s Word and tried hard to apply it in their life. (John 17:6) Still, Jesus’ dying as a criminal on a torture stake confused them. Jesus realized that their doubts stemmed, not from a bad heart, but from a lack of understanding. (Luke 9:44, 45; John 20:9) So he taught them to reason on the Scriptures. Consider how he did that when he appeared to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.

10. How did Jesus convince his disciples that he truly was the Messiah? (Luke 24:18-27)


Your answer



10 Read Luke 24:18-27. Notice that Jesus did not immediately tell the men who he was. Instead, he asked questions. Why? Perhaps he wanted them to express what was on their mind and in their heart. And they did. They told him that they had expected Jesus to deliver Israel from Roman oppression. After they clearly expressed their concerns, Jesus used the Scriptures to help the men to understand what had happened.* Later that evening, Jesus spent time assuring the other disciples of these truths. (Luke 24:33-48) What can we learn from this account?

11-12. (a) What lesson can we learn from the way Jesus taught Bible truths? (See also pictures.) (b) How did Nortey’s Bible teacher help him?


Your answers



11 How can we imitate Jesus? First, when teaching Bible students, ask tactful questions that will draw out what is in their mind and heart. (Prov. 20:5) Once you understand their feelings, show them how to find specific scriptures that apply to their circumstances. Then resist the urge to tell them what to do. Instead, help them to reason on the Scriptures and to discern how they can apply Bible principles in their life. Consider the experience of a brother in Ghana named Nortey.

12 When Nortey was 16 years old, he began to study the Bible. Soon, though, his family opposed him. What helped him to remain firm? His Bible teacher had used Matthew chapter 10 to explain that true Christians will be persecuted. “So when the persecution started,” Nortey says, “I was convinced that I had found the truth.” His teacher also helped him to reason on Matthew 10:16 so that he could be both cautious and respectful when discussing religious matters at home. After his baptism, Nortey wanted to pioneer, but his father expected him to go to university. Rather than tell Nortey what to do, his teacher drew him out with questions and helped him to reason on Scriptural principles. The result? Nortey decided to enter full-time service. His father made him leave home. How does Nortey feel about these events? “I am convinced that I made the right choice,” he says. When we too take time to help others reason on the Scriptures, we can help them become solid Christians.​—Eph. 3:16-19.



[image: Collage: 1. A brother reasons on a scripture with a man during their Bible study. 2. The man dumps his Christmas decorations into a trash can.]

Imitate Jesus by helping others to reason on the Scriptures (See paragraph 11)*







HELP MEN QUALIFY TO BECOME “GIFTS IN MEN”

13. What did Jesus do to make sure that his Father’s work continued to be cared for? (Ephesians 4:8)


Your answer



13 While on earth, Jesus perfectly cared for the work his Father had given him to do. (John 17:4) But Jesus did not have the attitude, ‘If you want something done right, you must do it yourself.’ During his three-and-a-half-year ministry, he trained others to do the work. Before returning to heaven, Jesus entrusted his disciples​—some of whom may have been in their 20’s—​with the responsibility of caring for Jehovah’s precious sheep and taking the lead in the preaching and teaching work. (Read Ephesians 4:8.) How did Jesus use his final 40 days to help these dedicated, loyal, and hardworking men to qualify to become “gifts in men”?​—See study note on Ephesians 4:8.

14. How did Jesus help his disciples to grow spiritually during his final 40 days on earth? (See also picture.)


Your answer



14 Jesus gave his disciples frank but loving counsel. For example, he noticed that some of them had the tendency to doubt, so he counseled them. (Luke 24:25-27; John 20:27) He drove home the need for them to put greater emphasis on the shepherding work than on their secular careers. (John 21:15) He reminded them not to become unduly concerned about what privileges others might receive in Jehovah’s service. (John 21:20-22) And he corrected some wrong ideas they had about the Kingdom and helped them focus on getting the good news preached. (Acts 1:6-8) What can elders learn from Jesus?



[image: Jesus talking to his disciples on the seashore while fish cook over a fire.]

Imitate Jesus by helping men to qualify for additional responsibilities (See paragraph 14)







15-16. (a) In what ways can elders imitate Jesus? Explain. (b) How did Patrick benefit from counsel?


Your answers



15 How can elders imitate Jesus? They must train and assist men, including those who may be relatively young, to qualify for greater responsibilities.* Elders do not expect those whom they train to be perfect. They should give them loving counsel so that these young brothers can gain experience and see the need to be humble, faithful, and willing to serve others.​—1 Tim. 3:1; 2 Tim. 2:2; 1 Pet. 5:5.

16 Consider how a brother named Patrick benefited from counsel. As a young person, he tended to speak harshly and to act unkindly, even toward sisters. A mature elder noticed Patrick’s weaknesses and gave him kind but straightforward counsel. “I am glad he did,” says Patrick. “I used to get discouraged when I saw other brothers receiving privileges of service that I wanted. But the elder’s counsel helped me to see the need to focus on humbly serving my brothers and sisters instead of on receiving some position or privilege in the congregation.” As a result, Patrick was appointed as an elder when he was in his early 20’s.​—Prov. 27:9.

17. How did Jesus show that he trusted his disciples?


Your answer



17 Jesus gave his disciples the responsibility not only to preach but also to teach. (See “teaching them” study note on Matthew 28:20.) The disciples may have felt unqualified for that assignment. However, Jesus did not doubt that they could do the work, and he told them so. Expressing complete confidence in them, Jesus said: “Just as the Father has sent me, I also am sending you.”​—John 20:21.

18. How can elders imitate Jesus?


Your answer



18 How can elders imitate Jesus? Experienced elders delegate responsibilities. (Phil. 2:19-22) For example, elders can involve young ones in Kingdom Hall cleaning and maintenance. After delegating a task, they can express their confidence in those selected to carry it out by training them and then trusting them to do the work correctly. A new elder named Matthew says that he truly appreciates experienced elders who train him thoroughly to handle an assignment and then trust him to complete it. He says, “I have benefited when they viewed my mistakes as part of the learning process and then helped me to improve.”*

19. What should we be determined to do?


Your answer



19 Jesus used his final 40 days on earth to encourage, teach, and train others. May we be determined to follow his example closely. (1 Pet. 2:21) He will help us to do so. After all, he promised: “I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”​—Matt. 28:20.



HOW DID JESUS USE HIS FINAL 40 DAYS ON EARTH . . .


	  to encourage others?


Your answer





	  to teach others to reason on the Scriptures?


Your answer





	  to train men to qualify for greater responsibilities?


Your answer












SONG 15 Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!



^  The Gospels and other Bible books record multiple occasions when the resurrected Jesus appeared to others, such as to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18); to other women (Matt. 28:8-10; Luke 24:8-11); to 2 disciples (Luke 24:13-15); to Peter (Luke 24:34); to the apostles except Thomas (John 20:19-24); to the apostles, including Thomas (John 20:26); to 7 disciples (John 21:1, 2); to more than 500 disciples (Matt. 28:16; 1 Cor. 15:6); to his brother James (1 Cor. 15:7); to all the apostles (Acts 1:4); and to the apostles near Bethany. (Luke 24:50-52) Other appearances may have gone unrecorded.​—John 21:25.


^  For a list of Messianic prophecies, see on jw.org the article “Do Messianic Prophecies Prove That Jesus Was the Messiah?”


^  In some cases, qualified men in their mid-to-late 20’s may be appointed as circuit overseers. However, such men must first gain experience serving as elders.


^  For additional suggestions on how to help younger brothers qualify for responsibilities, review the August 2018 issue of The Watchtower, pp. 11-12, pars. 15-17, as well as the April 15, 2015, issue, pp. 3-13.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: After being helped to reason on the Scriptures, a Bible student decides to throw away his Christmas decorations.






^ (Acts 1:3) After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God.



^  (Luke 24:13-35) But look! on that very day, two of them were traveling to a village named Em·maʹus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were conversing with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 Now as they were conversing and discussing these things, Jesus himself approached and began walking with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 He said to them: “What are these matters that you are debating between yourselves as you walk along?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 In answer the one named Cleʹo·pas said to him: “Are you a stranger dwelling alone in Jerusalem and do not know* the things that have occurred there during these days?” 19 He asked them: “What things?” They said to him: “The things concerning Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ, who proved to be a prophet powerful in deed and word before God and all the people; 20 and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they nailed him to the stake. 21 But we were hoping that this man was the one who was going to deliver Israel. Yes, and besides all these things, this is the third day since these things occurred. 22 Moreover, some women from among us also astonished us, for they went early to the tomb* 23 and when they did not find his body, they came saying that they had also seen a supernatural sight of angels, who said he is alive. 24 Then some of those who were with us went off to the tomb,* and they found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 So he said to them: “O senseless ones and slow of heart to believe all the things the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into his glory?” 27 And starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures. 28 Finally they got close to the village to which they were traveling, and he made as if to travel on farther. 29 But they urged him to remain, saying: “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is nearly over.” With that he went in to stay with them. 30 And as he was dining* with them, he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and began handing it to them. 31 At that their eyes were fully opened and they recognized him; but he disappeared from them. 32 And they said to each other: “Were not our hearts burning within us as he was speaking to us on the road, as he was fully opening up* the Scriptures to us?” 33 And they got up in that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the Eleven and those assembled together with them, 34 who said: “For a fact the Lord was raised up, and he appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they related the events on the road and how he became known to them by the breaking of the bread.

Or possibly, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know . . . ?”
Or “memorial tomb.”
Or “memorial tomb.”
Or “reclining at the table.”
Or “clearly explaining.”


^ (Acts 1:3) After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God.



^  (Acts 1:3) After he had suffered, he showed himself alive to them by many convincing proofs. He was seen by them throughout 40 days, and he was speaking about the Kingdom of God.



^  (Matt. 19:27) Then Peter said in reply: “Look! We have left all things and followed you; what, then, will there be for us?”



^  (John 9:22) His parents said these things because they were in fear of the Jews, for the Jews had already come to an agreement that if anyone acknowledged him as Christ, that person should be expelled from the synagogue.



^  (Matt. 16:16) Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”



^  (John 20:11) Mary, however, kept standing outside near the tomb, weeping. While she was weeping, she stooped forward to look into the tomb,



^  (John 20:16) Jesus said to her: “Mary!” On turning around, she said to him in Hebrew: “Rab·boʹni!” (which means “Teacher!”)



^  (Luke 24:34) who said: “For a fact the Lord was raised up, and he appeared to Simon!”



^ (John 20:11-16) Mary, however, kept standing outside near the tomb, weeping. While she was weeping, she stooped forward to look into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 And they said to her: “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them: “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 After saying this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her: “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She, thinking it was the gardener, said to him: “Sir, if you have carried him off, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her: “Mary!” On turning around, she said to him in Hebrew: “Rab·boʹni!” (which means “Teacher!”)



^  (John 20:11-16) Mary, however, kept standing outside near the tomb, weeping. While she was weeping, she stooped forward to look into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 And they said to her: “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them: “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 After saying this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her: “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She, thinking it was the gardener, said to him: “Sir, if you have carried him off, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her: “Mary!” On turning around, she said to him in Hebrew: “Rab·boʹni!” (which means “Teacher!”)



^  (Luke 24:1) But on the first day of the week, they came very early to the tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared.



^  (Luke 24:10) They were Mary Magʹda·lene, Jo·anʹna, and Mary the mother of James. Also, the rest of the women with them were telling these things to the apostles.



^  (John 20:17, 18) Jesus said to her: “Stop clinging to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father and to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magʹda·lene came and brought the news to the disciples: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them what he had said to her.



^  (Rom. 12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.



^  (John 17:6) “I have made your name manifest* to the men whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have observed your word.

Or “known.”


^  (Luke 9:44, 45) “Listen carefully and remember these words, for the Son of man is going to be betrayed* into men’s hands.” 45 But they did not understand what he was saying. In fact, it was concealed from them so that they might not grasp it, and they were afraid to question him about this saying.

Or “handed over.”


^  (John 20:9) For they did not yet understand the scripture that he must rise from the dead.



^ (Luke 24:18-27) In answer the one named Cleʹo·pas said to him: “Are you a stranger dwelling alone in Jerusalem and do not know* the things that have occurred there during these days?” 19 He asked them: “What things?” They said to him: “The things concerning Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ, who proved to be a prophet powerful in deed and word before God and all the people; 20 and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they nailed him to the stake. 21 But we were hoping that this man was the one who was going to deliver Israel. Yes, and besides all these things, this is the third day since these things occurred. 22 Moreover, some women from among us also astonished us, for they went early to the tomb* 23 and when they did not find his body, they came saying that they had also seen a supernatural sight of angels, who said he is alive. 24 Then some of those who were with us went off to the tomb,* and they found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 So he said to them: “O senseless ones and slow of heart to believe all the things the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into his glory?” 27 And starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures.

Or possibly, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know . . . ?”
Or “memorial tomb.”
Or “memorial tomb.”


^  (Luke 24:18-27) In answer the one named Cleʹo·pas said to him: “Are you a stranger dwelling alone in Jerusalem and do not know* the things that have occurred there during these days?” 19 He asked them: “What things?” They said to him: “The things concerning Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ, who proved to be a prophet powerful in deed and word before God and all the people; 20 and how our chief priests and rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they nailed him to the stake. 21 But we were hoping that this man was the one who was going to deliver Israel. Yes, and besides all these things, this is the third day since these things occurred. 22 Moreover, some women from among us also astonished us, for they went early to the tomb* 23 and when they did not find his body, they came saying that they had also seen a supernatural sight of angels, who said he is alive. 24 Then some of those who were with us went off to the tomb,* and they found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 25 So he said to them: “O senseless ones and slow of heart to believe all the things the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into his glory?” 27 And starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures.

Or possibly, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who does not know . . . ?”
Or “memorial tomb.”
Or “memorial tomb.”


^  (Luke 24:33-48) And they got up in that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the Eleven and those assembled together with them, 34 who said: “For a fact the Lord was raised up, and he appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they related the events on the road and how he became known to them by the breaking of the bread. 36 While they were speaking of these things, he himself stood in their midst and said to them: “May you have peace.” 37 But because they were terrified and frightened, they imagined that they were seeing a spirit. 38 So he said to them: “Why are you troubled, and why have doubts come up in your hearts? 39 See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself; touch me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones just as you see that I have.” 40 And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 But while they were still not believing for sheer joy and amazement, he said to them: “Do you have something there to eat?” 42 So they handed him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it before their eyes. 44 He then said to them: “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was yet with you, that all the things written about me in the Law of Moses and in the Prophets and Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened up their minds fully to grasp the meaning of the Scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “This is what is written: that the Christ would suffer and rise from among the dead on the third day, 47 and on the basis of his name, repentance for forgiveness of sins would be preached in all the nations—starting out from Jerusalem. 48 You are to be witnesses of these things.



^  (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”


^  (Matt. 10:1-42) So he summoned his 12 disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, in order to expel these and to cure every sort of disease and every sort of infirmity. 2 The names of the 12 apostles are these: First, Simon, the one called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebʹe·dee and John his brother; 3 Philip and Bar·tholʹo·mew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Al·phaeʹus; and Thad·daeʹus; 4 Simon the Ca·na·naeʹan; and Judas Is·carʹi·ot, who later betrayed him. 5 These 12 Jesus sent out, giving them these instructions: “Do not go off into the road of the nations, and do not enter any Sa·marʹi·tan city; 6 but instead, go continually to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’ 8 Cure the sick, raise up the dead, make lepers clean, expel demons. You received free, give free. 9 Do not acquire gold or silver or copper for your money belts, 10 or a food pouch for the trip, or two garments,* or sandals, or a staff, for the worker deserves his food. 11 “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave. 12 When you enter the house, greet the household. 13 If the house is deserving, let the peace you wish it come upon it; but if it is not deserving, let the peace from you return upon you. 14 Wherever anyone does not receive you or listen to your words, on going out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I say to you, it will be more endurable for the land of Sodʹom and Go·morʹrah on Judgment Day than for that city. 16 “Look! I am sending you out as sheep among wolves; so prove yourselves cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves. 17 Be on your guard against men, for they will hand you over to local courts and they will scourge you in their synagogues. 18 And you will be brought before governors and kings for my sake, for a witness to them and the nations. 19 However, when they hand you over, do not become anxious about how or what you are to speak, for what you are to speak will be given you in that hour; 20 for the ones speaking are not just you, but it is the spirit of your Father that speaks by you. 21 Further, brother will hand brother over to death, and a father his child, and children will rise up against parents and will have them put to death. 22 And you will be hated by all people on account of my name, but the one who has endured* to the end will be saved. 23 When they persecute you in one city, flee to another; for truly I say to you, you will by no means complete the circuit of the cities of Israel until the Son of man arrives. 24 “A student is not above his teacher, nor a slave above his master. 25 It is enough for the student to become as his teacher, and the slave as his master. If people have called the master of the house Be·elʹze·bub, how much more those of his household? 26 So do not fear them, for there is nothing covered over that will not become uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I tell you in the darkness, say in the light, and what you hear whispered,* preach from the housetops. 28 And do not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear him who can destroy both soul and body in Ge·henʹna. 29 Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows. 32 “Everyone, then, who acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father who is in the heavens. 33 But whoever disowns me before men, I will also disown him before my Father who is in the heavens. 34 Do not think I came to bring peace to the earth; I came to bring, not peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to cause division, with a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 Indeed, a man’s enemies will be those of his own household. 37 Whoever has greater affection for father or mother than for me is not worthy of me; and whoever has greater affection for son or daughter than for me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not accept his torture stake and follow after me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his soul will lose it, and whoever loses his soul for my sake will find it. 40 “Whoever receives you receives me also, and whoever receives me receives also the One who sent me. 41 Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will get a prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will get a righteous man’s reward. 42 And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water to drink because he is a disciple, I tell you truly, he will by no means lose his reward.”

Or “an extra garment.”
Or “who endures.”
Lit., “hear in (into) the ear.”


^  (Matt. 10:16) “Look! I am sending you out as sheep among wolves; so prove yourselves cautious as serpents and yet innocent as doves.



^  (Eph. 3:16-19) I pray that he may grant you through the abundance* of his glory to be made mighty in the man you are inside, with power through his spirit, 17 and that through your faith you may have the Christ dwell in your hearts with love. May you be rooted and established on the foundation, 18 in order that with all the holy ones you may be thoroughly able to comprehend fully what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of the Christ, which surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all* the fullness that God gives.

Or “riches.”
Or “may be filled up to all.”


^ (Eph. 4:8) For it says:* “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”

Or possibly, “he says.”


^  (John 17:4) I have glorified you on the earth, having finished the work you have given me to do.



^  (Eph. 4:8) For it says:* “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”

Or possibly, “he says.”


^  (Luke 24:25-27) So he said to them: “O senseless ones and slow of heart to believe all the things the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into his glory?” 27 And starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures.



^  (John 20:27) Next he said to Thomas: “Put your finger here, and see my hands, and take your hand and stick it into my side, and stop doubting* but believe.”

Lit., “do not be unbelieving.”


^  (John 21:15) When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter: “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He replied to him: “Yes, Lord, you know I have affection for you.” He said to him: “Feed my lambs.”



^  (John 21:20-22) Peter turned around and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following, the one who at the evening meal had also leaned back on his chest and said: “Lord, who is the one betraying you?” 21 So when he caught sight of him, Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, what about this man?” 22 Jesus said to him: “If it is my will for him to remain until I come, of what concern is that to you? You continue following me.”



^  (Acts 1:6-8) So when they had assembled, they asked him: “Lord, are you restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 7 He said to them: “It does not belong to you to know the times or seasons that the Father has placed in his own jurisdiction. 8 But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part of the earth.”



^  (1 Tim. 3:1) This statement is trustworthy: If a man is reaching out to be an overseer, he is desirous of a fine work.



^  (2 Tim. 2:2) and the things you heard from me that were supported by many witnesses, these things entrust to faithful men, who, in turn, will be adequately qualified to teach others.



^  (1 Pet. 5:5) In the same way, you younger men, be in subjection to the older men.* But all of you clothe* yourselves with humility* toward one another, because God opposes the haughty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness to the humble ones.

Or “the elders.”
Or “gird.”
Or “lowliness of mind.”


^  (Prov. 27:9) Oil and incense make the heart rejoice; So does sweet friendship springing from sincere counsel.*

Or “from counsel of the soul.”


^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (John 20:21) Jesus said to them again: “May you have peace. Just as the Father has sent me, I also am sending you.”



^  (Phil. 2:19-22) Now I am hoping in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, so that I may be encouraged when I receive news about you. 20 For I have no one else of a disposition like his who will genuinely care for your concerns. 21 For all the others are seeking their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know the proof he gave of himself, that like a child with a father he slaved with me to advance the good news.



^  (1 Pet. 2:21) In fact, to this course you were called, because even Christ suffered for you, leaving a model for you to follow his steps closely.



^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (John 20:11-18) Mary, however, kept standing outside near the tomb, weeping. While she was weeping, she stooped forward to look into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 And they said to her: “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them: “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 After saying this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her: “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She, thinking it was the gardener, said to him: “Sir, if you have carried him off, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her: “Mary!” On turning around, she said to him in Hebrew: “Rab·boʹni!” (which means “Teacher!”) 17 Jesus said to her: “Stop clinging to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father and to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magʹda·lene came and brought the news to the disciples: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told them what he had said to her.



^ (Matt. 28:8-10) So, quickly leaving the memorial tomb, with fear and great joy, they ran to report to his disciples. 9 And look! Jesus met them and said: “Good day!” They approached and took hold of his feet and did obeisance to him. 10 Then Jesus said to them: “Have no fear! Go, report to my brothers so that they may go to Galʹi·lee, and there they will see me.”



^ (Luke 24:8-11) Then they remembered his words, 9 and they returned from the tomb* and reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 10 They were Mary Magʹda·lene, Jo·anʹna, and Mary the mother of James. Also, the rest of the women with them were telling these things to the apostles. 11 However, these sayings seemed like nonsense to them, and they would not believe the women.

Or “memorial tomb.”


^ (Luke 24:13-15) But look! on that very day, two of them were traveling to a village named Em·maʹus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were conversing with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 Now as they were conversing and discussing these things, Jesus himself approached and began walking with them,



^ (Luke 24:34) who said: “For a fact the Lord was raised up, and he appeared to Simon!”



^ (John 20:19-24) When it was late that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them: “May you have peace.” 20 After saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced at seeing the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again: “May you have peace. Just as the Father has sent me, I also am sending you.” 22 After saying this he blew on them and said to them: “Receive holy spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you retain those of anyone, they are retained.” 24 But Thomas, one of the Twelve, who was called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came.



^ (John 20:26) Well, eight days later his disciples were again indoors, and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the doors were locked, and he stood in their midst and said: “May you have peace.”



^ (John 21:1, 2) After this Jesus manifested himself* again to the disciples, at the Sea of Ti·beʹri·as. He made the manifestation in this way. 2 There were together Simon Peter, Thomas (who was called the Twin), Na·thanʹa·el from Caʹna of Galʹi·lee, the sons of Zebʹe·dee, and two others of his disciples.

Or “appeared.”


^ (Matt. 28:16) However, the 11 disciples went to Galʹi·lee to the mountain where Jesus had arranged for them to meet.



^ (1 Cor. 15:6) After that he appeared to more than 500 brothers at one time, most of whom are still with us, though some have fallen asleep in death.



^ (1 Cor. 15:7) After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.



^ (Acts 1:4) While he was meeting with them, he ordered them: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but keep waiting for what the Father has promised, about which you heard from me;



^ (Luke 24:50-52) Then he led them out as far as Bethʹa·ny, and he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 As he was blessing them, he was parted from them and taken up to heaven. 52 And they did obeisance to him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.



^ (John 21:25) There are also, in fact, many other things that Jesus did, which if ever they were written in full detail, I suppose the world itself could not contain the scrolls written.









STUDY ARTICLE 42




SONG 103 Shepherds​—Gifts in Men



Show Appreciation for “Gifts in Men”



“When he ascended on high . . . , he gave gifts in men.”​—EPH. 4:8.




FOCUS

How ministerial servants, elders, and circuit overseers help us and how we can show our appreciation for what these faithful men do.




 1. What are some of the gifts that we have received from Jesus?


Your answer



NO HUMAN has ever been as generous as Jesus. When on earth, he freely used his miraculous power to help others. (Luke 9:12-17) He gave the greatest gift of all by laying down his life for us. (John 15:13) Since his resurrection, Jesus has continued to be generous. Just as he promised, he has asked Jehovah to pour out holy spirit to teach and comfort us. (John 14:16, 17, ftn.; 16:13) And by means of our congregation meetings, Jesus continues to equip us to make disciples all over the earth.​—Matt. 28:18-20.

 2. Who are among the “gifts in men” referred to at Ephesians 4:7, 8?


Your answer



2 Consider another one of Jesus’ gifts. The apostle Paul wrote that after Jesus ascended to heaven, “he gave gifts in men.” (Read Ephesians 4:7, 8.) Paul explained that Jesus gave these gifts in order to support the congregation in various ways. (Eph. 1:22, 23; 4:11-13) Today, these “gifts in men” include ministerial servants, congregation elders, and circuit overseers.* Of course, these men are imperfect, so they make mistakes. (Jas. 3:2) But our Lord Jesus Christ uses them to help us; they are his gifts to us.

 3. Illustrate how all of us can support the work of the “gifts in men.”


Your answer



3 Jesus assigned these “gifts in men” to build up the congregation. (Eph. 4:12) But the rest of us can help them to carry out this important responsibility. To illustrate: Some of us are directly involved in the construction of a Kingdom Hall. Others support the work by providing meals, transportation, and other services. Similarly, all of us can support the efforts of ministerial servants, congregation elders, and circuit overseers by what we say and do. Let us consider how we benefit from their hard work and how we can show them and Jesus, who gave us these “gifts in men,” that we appreciate them.

MINISTERIAL SERVANTS PROVIDING “HELPFUL SERVICES”

 4. What were some of the “helpful services” that ministerial servants performed in the first century?


Your answer



4 In the first century, some brothers were appointed as ministerial servants. (1 Tim. 3:8) It seems that they were the ones who performed the “helpful services” that Paul wrote about. (1 Cor. 12:28) Ministerial servants evidently cared for necessary matters so that the elders could focus on teaching and shepherding. For example, ministerial servants may have helped to make copies of the Scriptures or may have purchased materials needed for copying.

 5. What are some of the helpful services that ministerial servants perform today?


Your answer



5 Consider some helpful services that ministerial servants perform in your congregation. (1 Pet. 4:10) They may be assigned to care for congregation accounts or territories, to order literature and make it available to the publishers, to operate audio and video equipment, to serve as attendants, or to help maintain the Kingdom Hall. All these services are necessary for the congregation to function properly. (1 Cor. 14:40) In addition, some ministerial servants handle parts on the Life and Ministry Meeting and deliver public talks. A ministerial servant may also be appointed to assist a group overseer. At times, qualified ministerial servants join elders on shepherding calls.

 6. What are some reasons why we appreciate our hardworking ministerial servants?


Your answer



6 How does the work of ministerial servants benefit the congregation? “Thanks to our ministerial servants, I fully enjoy the meetings,” says Beberly,* a sister in Bolivia. “Because of their work, I can sing, give my comments, listen to talks, and learn from videos and artwork. They care for security and for those connected via videoconference. After the meeting, they take the lead in cleaning, help with the accounts, and make sure that we have the literature we need. I’m grateful for them!” Leslie, who lives in Colombia and whose husband serves as an elder, says: “My husband depends on the ministerial servants to care for various assignments. Without them, he would be even busier, so I’m thankful for their enthusiasm and willing help.” No doubt that expresses how you feel.​—1 Tim. 3:13.

 7. How can we show appreciation for ministerial servants? (See also picture.)


Your answer



7 Although we may feel thankful for ministerial servants, the Bible urges us: “Show yourselves thankful.” (Col. 3:15) Krzysztof, an elder in Finland, shows his gratitude this way, “I send a postcard or a text message in which I quote a scripture and mention a specific way the ministerial servant has encouraged me or why I appreciate his service.” Pascal and Jael, who live in New Caledonia, pray specifically for ministerial servants. Pascal explains, “Lately, our petitions, supplications, and prayers of thanksgiving have been about these appointed brothers in our congregation.” Jehovah hears such prayers, and the whole congregation benefits.​—2 Cor. 1:11.

CONGREGATION ELDERS “WORKING HARD AMONG YOU”

 8. Why could Paul write that elders in the first century were “working hard”? (1 Thessalonians 5:12, 13)


Your answer



8 Elders in the first century worked hard for the congregation. (Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12, 13; 1 Tim. 5:17) They were “presiding over” the congregation​—conducting meetings and making decisions as a body of elders. They were “admonishing” their brothers and sisters​—giving specific yet loving counsel in order to protect the congregation. (1 Thess. 2:11, 12; 2 Tim. 4:2) Of course, these men also worked hard to provide for their families and to keep themselves spiritually strong.​—1 Tim. 3:2, 4; Titus 1:6-9.

 9. What are some responsibilities cared for by elders today?


Your answer



9 Elders today are busy men. They are evangelizers. (2 Tim. 4:5) They take a zealous lead in the field ministry, organize the preaching work in the local territory, and train us to preach and teach effectively. They also serve as merciful, impartial judges. When a Christian commits a serious sin, elders strive to help him repair his friendship with Jehovah. At the same time, they are careful to keep the congregation clean. (1 Cor. 5:12, 13; Gal. 6:1) Primarily, elders are known as shepherds. (1 Pet. 5:1-3) They deliver well-prepared Scriptural talks, endeavor to get to know everyone in the congregation, and make shepherding calls. Some elders also assist with Kingdom Hall construction and maintenance, convention organization, and the work of Hospital Liaison Committees and Patient Visitation Groups, in addition to other assignments. Elders work hard for us!

10. What are some reasons why we appreciate our hardworking elders?


Your answer



10 Jehovah foretold that shepherds would care well for us and that we would “no longer be afraid or be terrified.” (Jer. 23:4) Johanna, a sister in Finland, experienced the truth of those words when her mother faced a serious illness. She relates: “Although I find it difficult to share my feelings with others, an elder whom I didn’t know very well was patient with me, prayed with me, and assured me of Jehovah’s love. I don’t remember exactly what he said, but I remember that I felt safe. I believe that Jehovah sent him to help me at exactly the right moment.” How have the elders in your congregation helped you?

11. How can we show appreciation for the elders? (See also picture.)


Your answer



11 Jehovah wants us to show warm appreciation for the elders “because of their work.” (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) Henrietta, who also lives in Finland, observes: “Elders help others willingly, but this doesn’t mean that they have extra time and energy or that they don’t have challenges in their life. Sometimes I just say to them: ‘Do you know what? You are a really good elder. I hope you know that.’” A sister in Türkiye* named Sera says: “Elders need ‘fuel’ to keep going. So we can write them a card, invite them for a meal, or join them in the field ministry.” Is there an elder whose efforts you especially appreciate? Look for ways to express that appreciation.​—1 Cor. 16:18.



[image: An elder giving a talk at a congregation meeting. Collage: Ways we can show appreciation for the elders. 1. A couple enjoys a meal with the elder and his wife. 2. An elderly sister prays. 3. The elderly sister writes a card.]

You can provide the “fuel” that helps the appointed brothers to keep going (See paragraphs 7, 11, 15)







CIRCUIT OVERSEERS TO BUILD UP

12. What arrangement built up the congregations in the first century? (1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8)


Your answer



12 Christ Jesus gave the congregation “gifts in men” who serve in another way. Under his direction, the elders in Jerusalem sent out Paul, Barnabas, and others as traveling overseers. (Acts 11:22) Why? For the same reason that ministerial servants and elders were appointed: to build up the congregations. (Acts 15:40, 41) These men sacrificed their comfort and even risked their lives to teach and encourage others.​—Read 1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8.

13. What are some responsibilities of circuit overseers?


Your answer



13 Circuit overseers are constantly on the move. Some travel hundreds of kilometers between congregations. Each week, a circuit overseer delivers several talks, goes on shepherding calls, and conducts a pioneer meeting, an elders’ meeting, and meetings for field service. He prepares talks and organizes circuit assemblies and conventions. He teaches pioneer schools, arranges for a special meeting with the pioneers in the circuit, and handles other​—sometimes urgent—​matters assigned to him by the branch office.

14. What are some reasons why we appreciate our hardworking circuit overseers?


Your answer



14 How do congregations benefit from the gift of circuit overseers? Commenting on the visits of traveling overseers, a brother in Türkiye says: “Every one of their visits motivates me to spend more time helping my brothers and sisters. I have met many circuit overseers; yet, not one of them ever seemed unapproachable or gave me the feeling that he was too busy.” Johanna, quoted earlier, worked with a circuit overseer in the ministry, but they found no one at home. “Still,” she says, “I will always remember that day. Both of my sisters had just moved away, and I missed them a lot. The circuit overseer warmly encouraged me and helped me to see that in Jehovah’s service the distances are only temporary but in the new world, we will have endless opportunities to spend time together.” Many circuit overseers have similarly endeared themselves to those whom they serve.​—Acts 20:37–21:1.

15. (a) In harmony with 3 John 5-8, how can we show appreciation for circuit overseers? (See also picture.) (b) Why should we show consideration for the wives of appointed men, and how can we do so? (See the box “Remember Their Wives.”)


Your answers



15 The apostle John encouraged Gaius to show hospitality to visiting brothers and to “send them on their way in a manner worthy of God.” (Read 3 John 5-8.) One way for us to do that is by inviting the circuit overseer for a meal. Another way is by supporting the arrangements for field service during his visit. Leslie, quoted earlier, shows her gratitude in other ways too. “I pray that Jehovah care for their needs,” she says. “My husband and I have also written letters to them, telling them how much their visits have helped us.” Remember, circuit overseers are not superhuman. At times, they suffer from illness, anxiety, and even discouragement. Perhaps your kind words or a modest gift will be the answer to your circuit overseer’s prayer for help!​—Prov. 12:25.

Remember Their Wives


The wives of ministerial servants, elders, and circuit overseers often make sacrifices so that these men can help the congregation. “It is as if they lend their husbands to Jehovah,” says one sister. “I am sure that he looks on them as his precious daughters.” What can we do to show our gratitude for these unselfish sisters?

	  Thank them. A simple “Thank you for sharing your husband with the congregation” can mean a lot.



	  Show them consideration. Feel free to approach an appointed brother with your concerns; yet, remember that he may at times need to give priority to his family. (1 Tim. 3:4, 5, 12) He needs to spend time alone with his wife and children in the ministry, in family worship, and in recreation.



	  Pray for them. Just as their husbands are “gifts in men,” so too “discreet [wives are] from Jehovah.” (Prov. 19:14) Thank Jehovah for these sisters, and ask him to strengthen them.









WE NEED “GIFTS IN MEN”

16. In harmony with Proverbs 3:27, what questions might brothers ask themselves?


Your answer



16 Around the world, we need more brothers to serve as “gifts in men.” If you are a baptized brother, is it “within your power to help”? (Read Proverbs 3:27.) Are you willing to qualify as a ministerial servant? Could you reach out to care for the needs of your brothers as an elder?* Are you able to adjust your circumstances to apply for the School for Kingdom Evangelizers? That school will equip you to be used even more fully by Jesus. If you feel unqualified, pray to Jehovah. Ask him for the help of his holy spirit to handle successfully any assignment you are given.​—Luke 11:13; Acts 20:28.

17. What do “gifts in men” prove about our King, Christ Jesus?


Your answer



17 The brothers whom Jesus has appointed as “gifts in men” are proof that he has been leading us during these last days. (Matt. 28:20) Are you not grateful that we have a King who is loving, generous, and attentive and who provides qualified brothers to care for our needs? Then look for opportunities to show your appreciation for these hardworking men. And never fail to thank Jehovah, who is the ultimate Source of “every good gift and every perfect present.”​—Jas. 1:17.



WHY DO YOU APPRECIATE THE WORK OF . . .


	  ministerial servants?


Your answer





	  elders?


Your answer





	  circuit overseers?


Your answer
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^  Elders who serve as members of the Governing Body, helpers to the Governing Body, Branch Committee members, and those in other assignments of service are also “gifts in men.”


^  Some names have been changed.


^  Formerly called Turkey.


^  For information on how to reach out to serve as a ministerial servant or an elder, see the articles “Brothers​—Are You Reaching Out to Be a Ministerial Servant?” and “Brothers​—Are You Reaching Out to Serve as an Elder?” in the November 2024 issue of The Watchtower.






^ (Eph. 4:8) For it says:* “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”

Or possibly, “he says.”


^  (Luke 9:12-17) Then the day was coming to a close. The Twelve now came up and said to him: “Send the crowd away, so that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside to find lodging and provisions, because out here we are in an isolated place.” 13 But he said to them: “You give them something to eat.” They said: “We have nothing more than five loaves and two fish, unless perhaps we ourselves go and buy food for all these people.” 14 There were, in fact, about 5,000 men. But he said to his disciples: “Have them sit down in groups of about 50 each.” 15 And they did so and had them all sit down. 16 Taking now the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and blessed them. Then he broke them up and began giving them to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17 So they all ate and were satisfied, and they took up the leftovers, 12 baskets of fragments.



^  (John 15:13) No one has love greater than this, that someone should surrender his life in behalf of his friends.



^  (John 14:16, 17) And I will ask the Father and he will give you another helper to be with you forever, 17 the spirit of the truth, which the world cannot receive, because it neither sees it nor knows it. You know it, because it remains with you and is in you.



^  (John 16:13) However, when that one comes, the spirit of the truth, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak of his own initiative, but what he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things to come.



^  (Matt. 28:18-20) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth. 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Eph. 4:7, 8) Now undeserved kindness was given to each one of us according to how the Christ measured out the free gift. 8 For it says:* “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”

Or possibly, “he says.”


^  (Eph. 4:7, 8) Now undeserved kindness was given to each one of us according to how the Christ measured out the free gift. 8 For it says:* “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”

Or possibly, “he says.”


^  (Eph. 1:22, 23) He also subjected all things under his feet and made him head over all things with regard to the congregation, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills up all things in all.



^  (Eph. 4:11-13) And he gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelizers, some as shepherds and teachers, 12 with a view to the readjustment of the holy ones, for ministerial work, to build up the body of the Christ, 13 until we all attain to the oneness of the faith and of the accurate knowledge of the Son of God, to being a full-grown man, attaining the measure of stature that belongs to the fullness of the Christ.



^  (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^  (Eph. 4:12) with a view to the readjustment of the holy ones, for ministerial work, to build up the body of the Christ,



^  (1 Tim. 3:8) Ministerial servants should likewise be serious, not double-tongued, not indulging in a lot of wine, not greedy of dishonest gain,



^  (1 Cor. 12:28) And God has assigned the respective ones in the congregation: first, apostles; second, prophets; third, teachers; then powerful works; then gifts of healings; helpful services; abilities to direct; different tongues.



^  (1 Pet. 4:10) To the extent that each one has received a gift, use it in ministering to one another as fine stewards of God’s undeserved kindness that is expressed in various ways.



^  (1 Cor. 14:40) But let all things take place decently and by arrangement.



^  (1 Tim. 3:13) For the men who minister in a fine manner are acquiring for themselves a fine standing and great freeness of speech in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.



^  (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^  (2 Cor. 1:11) You also can help us by your supplication for us, in order that many may give thanks in our behalf for the favor we receive in answer to the prayers of many.



^ (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) Now we request you, brothers, to show respect for those who are working hard among you and presiding over you in the Lord and admonishing you; 13 and to give them extraordinary consideration in love because of their work. Be peaceable with one another.



^  (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) Now we request you, brothers, to show respect for those who are working hard among you and presiding over you in the Lord and admonishing you; 13 and to give them extraordinary consideration in love because of their work. Be peaceable with one another.



^  (1 Tim. 5:17) Let the elders who preside in a fine way be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching.



^  (1 Thess. 2:11, 12) You well know that we kept exhorting and consoling you and bearing witness to each one of you, just as a father does his children, 12 so that you would go on walking worthily of God, who is calling you to his Kingdom and glory.



^  (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^  (1 Tim. 3:2) The overseer should therefore be irreprehensible, a husband of one wife, moderate in habits, sound in mind, orderly, hospitable, qualified to teach,



^  (1 Tim. 3:4) a man presiding over his own household in a fine manner, having his children in subjection with all seriousness



^  (Titus 1:6-9) if there is any man free from accusation, a husband of one wife, having believing children who are not accused of debauchery or rebelliousness. 7 For as God’s steward, an overseer must be free from accusation, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not a drunkard, not violent, not greedy of dishonest gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of goodness, sound in mind, righteous, loyal, self-controlled, 9 holding firmly to the faithful word as respects his art of teaching, so that he may be able both to encourage by the teaching that is wholesome* and to reprove those who contradict.

Or “healthful; beneficial.”


^  (2 Tim. 4:5) You, though, keep your senses in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelizer, fully accomplish your ministry.



^  (1 Cor. 5:12, 13) For what do I have to do with judging those outside? Do you not judge those inside, 13 while God judges those outside? “Remove the wicked person from among yourselves.”



^  (Gal. 6:1) Brothers, even if a man takes a false step before he is aware of it, you who have spiritual qualifications try to readjust such a man in a spirit of mildness. But keep an eye on yourself, for fear you too may be tempted.



^  (1 Pet. 5:1-3) Therefore, as a fellow elder, a witness of the sufferings of the Christ and a sharer of the glory that is to be revealed, I make this appeal* to the elders among you: 2 Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those who are God’s inheritance, but becoming examples to the flock.

Or “exhortation.”
Or “carefully watching over it.”


^  (Jer. 23:4) And I will raise up over them shepherds who will really shepherd them. They will no longer be afraid or be terrified, and none will be missing,” declares Jehovah.



^  (1 Thess. 5:12, 13) Now we request you, brothers, to show respect for those who are working hard among you and presiding over you in the Lord and admonishing you; 13 and to give them extraordinary consideration in love because of their work. Be peaceable with one another.



^  (1 Cor. 16:18) For they have refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore, give recognition to men of that sort.



^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.



^  (Acts 11:22) The report about them reached the ears of the congregation in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barʹna·bas as far as Antioch.



^  (Acts 15:40, 41) Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah. 41 He went through Syria and Ci·liʹcia, strengthening the congregations.



^  (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.



^  (Acts 20:37-21:1) Indeed, quite a bit of weeping broke out among them all, and they embraced Paul and affectionately kissed him, 38 for they were especially pained at the word he had spoken that they would not see his face anymore. Then they accompanied him to the ship. 
21 After tearing ourselves away from them and putting out to sea, we ran with a straight course and came to Cos, on the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patʹa·ra.



^ (3 John 5-8) Beloved one, you show your faithfulness in what you do for the brothers, even though they are strangers to you. 6 They have given a witness about your love before the congregation. Please send them on their way in a manner worthy of God. 7 For it was in behalf of his name that they went out, not taking anything from the people of the nations. 8 So we are under obligation to show hospitality to such ones, so that we may become fellow workers in the truth.



^  (3 John 5-8) Beloved one, you show your faithfulness in what you do for the brothers, even though they are strangers to you. 6 They have given a witness about your love before the congregation. Please send them on their way in a manner worthy of God. 7 For it was in behalf of his name that they went out, not taking anything from the people of the nations. 8 So we are under obligation to show hospitality to such ones, so that we may become fellow workers in the truth.



^  (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^ (1 Tim. 3:4, 5) a man presiding over his own household in a fine manner, having his children in subjection with all seriousness 5 (for if any man does not know how to preside over* his own household, how will he care for the congregation of God?),

Or “manage.”


^ (1 Tim. 3:12) Let ministerial servants be husbands of one wife, presiding in a fine manner over their children and their own households.



^ (Prov. 19:14) A house and wealth are inherited from fathers, But a discreet wife is from Jehovah.



^ (Prov. 3:27) Do not withhold good from those to whom you should give it* If it is within your power* to help.

Or “to whom it is owing.”
Or “within the power of your hand.”


^  (Prov. 3:27) Do not withhold good from those to whom you should give it* If it is within your power* to help.

Or “to whom it is owing.”
Or “within the power of your hand.”


^  (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (Acts 20:28) Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the holy spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son.



^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”
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How to Overcome Doubts



“Make sure of all things.”​—1 THESS. 5:21.




FOCUS

How to resolve unsettling doubts that could affect our service to Jehovah.




1-2. (a) What are some doubts that servants of Jehovah may experience? (b) What will we consider in this article?


Your answers



PEOPLE of all ages have doubts* at times. For example, imagine a young Witness who wonders if Jehovah is really interested in him. He may be unsure about getting baptized. Or think about a middle-aged brother who in his youth chose to pursue Kingdom interests rather than a career in this world. With the family budget now stretched to the limit, he may be having second thoughts. Picture an elderly sister with limited strength and energy. She may feel discouraged because she can no longer do what she once did. Have you ever asked yourself such questions as: ‘Does Jehovah really notice me? Have the sacrifices that I have made for Jehovah been worth it? Am I still useful to Jehovah?’

2 If we leave questions like these unanswered, they can adversely affect our worship. In this article, we will consider how focusing on Bible principles can help us if we doubt (1) that Jehovah is interested in us, (2) that our past decisions were sound, or (3) that we are still useful to Jehovah.

HOW TO RESOLVE YOUR DOUBTS

 3. What is one way that we can resolve our doubts?


Your answer



3 One way that we can resolve our doubts is by turning to God’s Word to find answers to our questions. If we do so, we will be strengthened, grow spiritually, and be better equipped to “stand firm in the faith.”​—1 Cor. 16:13.

 4. How do we “make sure of all things”? (1 Thessalonians 5:21)


Your answer



4 Read 1 Thessalonians 5:21. Note that the Bible urges us to “make sure of all things.” How can we do this? We can make sure that what we believe is true by comparing it with what the Bible says. For example, consider the case of the young person who wonders whether he has any value in God’s eyes. Should he simply accept that thought as true? No, he should “make sure of all things” by getting Jehovah’s thoughts on the matter.

 5. How do we “hear” Jehovah’s answers to our questions?


Your answer



5 As we read God’s Word, we “hear” Jehovah speaking to us. But to get his thoughts on a specific question requires effort on our part. We need to focus our Bible reading on the topic that concerns us. We can do research on that subject, using the extensive study tools that Jehovah’s organization provides. (Prov. 2:3-6) We can pray that Jehovah will guide our research and help us to find his thoughts on our question. Then we can look for Bible principles and practical information that apply to our situation. We may also benefit by considering Bible accounts of those who faced a similar situation.

 6. What part do meetings play in helping us to overcome our doubts?


Your answer



6 We also “hear” Jehovah speaking to us at our meetings. If we regularly attend the meetings, we could hear something in a talk or in a comment from someone in the audience that is just what we need to overcome our doubts. (Prov. 27:17) Let us now consider how to resolve some specific doubts.

WHEN YOU DOUBT THAT JEHOVAH IS INTERESTED IN YOU

 7. What question might some ask?


Your answer



7 Have you ever wondered, ‘Does Jehovah really notice me?’ If you feel insignificant, the thought of becoming friends with the Creator of the universe could seem unrealistic, way beyond your reach. A similar thought may have occurred to King David. He marveled that Jehovah was even aware of mere humans and asked: “O Jehovah, what is man that you should notice him, the son of mortal man that you should pay attention to him?” (Ps. 144:3) Where can you turn to answer this question?

 8. According to 1 Samuel 16:6, 7, 10-12, what does Jehovah notice in people?


Your answer



8 From the Bible, we learn that Jehovah notices those who seem unimportant to others. For example, Jehovah sent Samuel to the house of Jesse to anoint one of his sons as the future king of Israel. Jesse called seven of his eight sons to meet Samuel but did not include David, the youngest.* Yet, it was David whom Jehovah chose. (Read 1 Samuel 16:6, 7, 10-12.) Jehovah saw who David really was on the inside​—a young man who valued spiritual things.

 9. Why can you be sure that Jehovah is interested in you? (See also picture.)


Your answer



9 Think about how Jehovah has already shown that he notices you. He offers to give you advice tailored to fit your needs. (Ps. 32:8) How can he do that unless he knows you well? (Ps. 139:1) When you apply Jehovah’s advice and see how it helps you, you will become convinced that Jehovah is interested in you. (1 Chron. 28:9; Acts 17:26, 27) Jehovah takes note of your efforts. He sees your inner qualities and is moved to reach out to you. (Jer. 17:10) He wants you to respond to his offer to be your Friend.​—1 John 4:19.



[image: A young sister doing personal study. She has her Bible open and watches a whiteboard animation video on a tablet.]

“If you search for [Jehovah], he will let himself be found by you.”​—1 Chron. 28:9 (See paragraph 9)*







WHEN YOU DOUBT THAT YOUR PAST DECISIONS WERE WISE

10. When we think about our past decisions, what questions might arise?


Your answer



10 Later in life, some could think back and wonder whether they made the right decisions. Perhaps they decided to give up a promising career or a successful business in order to serve Jehovah more fully. Now time has passed, perhaps even decades. They may see acquaintances who pursued secular interests and who now enjoy apparent financial security. As a result, they may wonder: ‘Were the sacrifices I made for Jehovah worth it? Or did they cause me to miss other opportunities?’

11. What troubled the writer of Psalm 73?


Your answer



11 If similar questions bother you, consider how the writer of Psalm 73 felt. He saw others enjoying what looked like a healthy, prosperous, and stress-free life. (Ps. 73:3-5, 12) As he observed them and their apparent success, he felt that his efforts to serve Jehovah were pointless. He was “troubled all day long” by this discouraging thought. (Ps. 73:13, 14) How did he deal with his troubled feelings?

12. According to Psalm 73:16-18, how did the writer resolve his concerns?


Your answer



12 Read Psalm 73:16-18. The psalmist went to the peaceful setting of Jehovah’s sanctuary. There, he was able to think clearly. He discerned that even though the life of some might seem easy, their long-term future was precarious. With this insight, he found peace of mind, knowing that pursuing spiritual things was the very best decision. As a result, he renewed his determination to continue serving Jehovah.​—Ps. 73:23-28.

13. How can you find peace of mind if you are uncertain about past decisions? (See also picture.)


Your answer



13 You can find similar peace of mind with the help of God’s Word. How? Contemplate the value of what you have​—including treasures in heaven—​and compare this to the outcome for those whose only reward is what this world has to offer. They may completely rely on their achievements in this life because they anticipate nothing else in the future. For you, however, Jehovah promises blessings far beyond anything you could ever imagine. (Ps. 145:16) Also, consider this: Can we ever really know how our life would have turned out if we had made different decisions? One thing is certain: Those who make choices based on their love of God and love of neighbor never miss out on anything that is truly good.



[image: A brother imagining himself in Paradise as he is washing a store window. He visualizes himself alongside his wife, pushing a wheelbarrow full of fruit while deer graze nearby.]

Look ahead to the blessings that Jehovah has promised (See paragraph 13)*







WHEN YOU DOUBT THAT YOU ARE USEFUL TO JEHOVAH

14. Why do some lack confidence, and what question might bother them?


Your answer



14 Some of Jehovah’s servants are feeling the effects of old age, struggling with poor health, or living with a disability. That may cause them to feel uncertain of their worth in Jehovah’s eyes. They may ask, ‘Am I still useful to Jehovah?’

15. Of what was the writer of Psalm 71 convinced?


Your answer



15 The writer of Psalm 71 expressed a similar concern. He prayed: “Do not abandon me when my strength fails.” (Ps. 71:9, 18) Nevertheless, the psalmist remained convinced that if he served his God loyally, Jehovah would guide and support him. As the psalmist learned, Jehovah finds pleasure in those who do their best to serve Him despite their limitations.​—Ps. 37:23-25.

16. In what ways are older ones useful to Jehovah? (Psalm 92:12-15)


Your answer



16 Older ones, see your situation from Jehovah’s viewpoint. He can help you to thrive spiritually even though you may be struggling physically. (Read Psalm 92:12-15.) Rather than focus on what you are no longer able to do, concentrate on what you can do. For example, you can strengthen others by your faithful example and the personal interest you show. You can talk about how Jehovah has sustained you over the years and share your strong hope in the fulfillment of his promises. And never underestimate how much good your heartfelt prayers can achieve in behalf of others. (1 Pet. 3:12) No matter what our circumstances are, all of us have something to offer to Jehovah and to others.

17. Why should we resist the urge to compare ourselves with others?


Your answer



17 If you feel frustrated that you cannot do more in Jehovah’s service, be assured that he treasures whatever you can accomplish. You may have the urge to compare what you do with what others can do. Resist that urge! Why? Because Jehovah does not make such comparisons. (Gal. 6:4) For example, Mary gave Jesus a gift of costly perfumed oil. (John 12:3-5) In contrast, the needy widow contributed to the temple two small coins of very little monetary value. (Luke 21:1-4) Yet, Jesus saw both gifts as expressions of faith. His Father, Jehovah, truly values anything you do that is motivated by your devotion to him and love for him, however small it may seem to you.

18. What will help us to overcome our doubts? (See also the box “Jehovah’s Word Can Help You to Overcome Doubts.”)


Your answer



18 We all have doubts at times. As we have seen, however, God’s reliable Word of truth, the Bible, can help us to fight them off. So work to resolve your doubts, and let confidence replace your concern. Jehovah certainly notices you as an individual. He appreciates your sacrifices and is committed to rewarding you. Be assured that Jehovah views all his loyal servants as worthy of his love and attention.

Jehovah’s Word Can Help You to Overcome Doubts


	  Jehovah is interested in you

“Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.”​—Isa. 41:10.

“I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teaching you to benefit yourself, the One guiding you in the way you should walk.”​—Isa. 48:17.



	  Jehovah treasures your decision to serve him

“My son, if your heart becomes wise, then my own heart will rejoice.”​—Prov. 23:15.

“Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: ‘I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.’”​—Heb. 13:5.



	  Jehovah appreciates whatever you can do for him

“The gift that each one brings should be in proportion to the blessing that Jehovah your God has given you.”​—Deut. 16:17.

“God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.”​—Heb. 6:10.











HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?


	  How do we know that Jehovah is interested in us?


Your answer





	  How should we deal with doubts about our past decisions?


Your answer





	  What should we do if we doubt whether we are useful to Jehovah?


Your answer
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^  EXPRESSION EXPLAINED: In this article, we are discussing doubts that cause us to be uncertain about our value to Jehovah or about the wisdom of decisions we have made. These are not the kind of doubts referred to in the Bible that can give evidence of a lack of faith in Jehovah and his promises.


^  Although the Bible does not tell us David’s exact age when Jehovah chose him, he was possibly still a teenager.​—See the September 1, 2011, issue of The Watchtower, p. 29, par. 2.




^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A young Witness searches for Jehovah by looking to the Scriptures for advice.


^  PICTURE DESCRIPTION: A brother performs manual work to support his family, but his mind is firmly fixed on the Paradise to come.






^ (1 Thess. 5:21) Make sure of all things; hold fast to what is fine.



^  (1 Cor. 16:13) Stay awake, stand firm in the faith, carry on in a manly way, grow mighty.*

Or “be (grow) strong.”


^ (1 Thess. 5:21) Make sure of all things; hold fast to what is fine.



^  (1 Thess. 5:21) Make sure of all things; hold fast to what is fine.



^  (Prov. 2:3-6) Moreover, if you call out for understanding And raise your voice for discernment;  4 If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.  6 For Jehovah himself gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge and discernment.



^  (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^  (Ps. 144:3) O Jehovah, what is man that you should notice him, The son of mortal man that you should pay attention to him?



^ (1 Sam. 16:6, 7) As they came in and he saw E·liʹab, he said: “Surely here before Jehovah stands his anointed one.” 7 But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^ (1 Sam. 16:10-12) So Jesʹse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesʹse: “Jehovah has not chosen any of these.” 11 Finally Samuel said to Jesʹse: “Are these all of your boys?” To this he said: “The youngest has been left out until now; he is pasturing the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesʹse: “Send for him, because we will not sit down for the meal until he comes here.” 12 So he sent for him and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes, and handsome in appearance. Then Jehovah said: “Get up, anoint him, for this is the one!”



^  (1 Sam. 16:6, 7) As they came in and he saw E·liʹab, he said: “Surely here before Jehovah stands his anointed one.” 7 But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^  (1 Sam. 16:10-12) So Jesʹse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesʹse: “Jehovah has not chosen any of these.” 11 Finally Samuel said to Jesʹse: “Are these all of your boys?” To this he said: “The youngest has been left out until now; he is pasturing the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesʹse: “Send for him, because we will not sit down for the meal until he comes here.” 12 So he sent for him and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes, and handsome in appearance. Then Jehovah said: “Get up, anoint him, for this is the one!”



^ (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^  (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.



^  (Ps. 139:1) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.



^  (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^  (Acts 17:26, 27) And he made out of one man every nation of men to dwell on the entire surface of the earth, and he decreed the appointed times and the set limits of where men would dwell, 27 so that they would seek God, if they might grope for him and really find him, although, in fact, he is not far off from each one of us.



^  (Jer. 17:10) I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, Examining the innermost thoughts,* To give to each one according to his ways, According to the fruitage of his works.

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”


^  (1 John 4:19) We love, because he first loved us.



^ (Ps. 73:0-28) A melody of Aʹsaph. 73 God is truly good to Israel, to those pure in heart.  2 As for me, my feet had almost strayed; My steps had nearly slipped.  3 For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.  6 Therefore, haughtiness is their necklace; Violence clothes them as a garment.  7 Their prosperity* makes their eyes bulge; They have exceeded the imaginations of the heart.  8 They scoff and say evil things. They arrogantly threaten oppression.  9 They speak as if they were as high as heaven, And their tongues swagger about in the earth. 10 So his people turn aside to them, And they drink from their abundant water. 11 They say: “How does God know? Does the Most High really have knowledge?” 12 Yes, these are the wicked, who always have it easy. They keep increasing their wealth. 13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence. 14 And I was troubled all day long; Every morning I was chastised. 15 But if I had said these things, I would have betrayed your people.* 16 When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end! 20 Like a dream when one wakes up, O Jehovah, When you rouse yourself, you will dismiss* their image. 21 But my heart was sour, And deep inside* I felt sharp pain. 22 I was unreasoning and lacked understanding; I was like a senseless beast before you. 23 But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth. 26 My body and my heart may fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Truly, those keeping far from you will perish. You will put an end to* everyone who immorally* leaves you. 28 But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”
Lit., “fat.”
Lit., “the generation of your sons.”
Lit., “despise.”
Lit., “in my kidneys.”
Lit., “silence.”
Or “unfaithfully.”


^  (Ps. 73:0-28) A melody of Aʹsaph. 73 God is truly good to Israel, to those pure in heart.  2 As for me, my feet had almost strayed; My steps had nearly slipped.  3 For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.  6 Therefore, haughtiness is their necklace; Violence clothes them as a garment.  7 Their prosperity* makes their eyes bulge; They have exceeded the imaginations of the heart.  8 They scoff and say evil things. They arrogantly threaten oppression.  9 They speak as if they were as high as heaven, And their tongues swagger about in the earth. 10 So his people turn aside to them, And they drink from their abundant water. 11 They say: “How does God know? Does the Most High really have knowledge?” 12 Yes, these are the wicked, who always have it easy. They keep increasing their wealth. 13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence. 14 And I was troubled all day long; Every morning I was chastised. 15 But if I had said these things, I would have betrayed your people.* 16 When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end! 20 Like a dream when one wakes up, O Jehovah, When you rouse yourself, you will dismiss* their image. 21 But my heart was sour, And deep inside* I felt sharp pain. 22 I was unreasoning and lacked understanding; I was like a senseless beast before you. 23 But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth. 26 My body and my heart may fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Truly, those keeping far from you will perish. You will put an end to* everyone who immorally* leaves you. 28 But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”
Lit., “fat.”
Lit., “the generation of your sons.”
Lit., “despise.”
Lit., “in my kidneys.”
Lit., “silence.”
Or “unfaithfully.”


^  (Ps. 73:3-5) For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”


^  (Ps. 73:12) Yes, these are the wicked, who always have it easy. They keep increasing their wealth.



^  (Ps. 73:13, 14) Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence. 14 And I was troubled all day long; Every morning I was chastised.



^ (Ps. 73:16-18) When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin.



^  (Ps. 73:16-18) When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin.



^  (Ps. 73:23-28) But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth. 26 My body and my heart may fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Truly, those keeping far from you will perish. You will put an end to* everyone who immorally* leaves you. 28 But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.

Lit., “silence.”
Or “unfaithfully.”


^  (Ps. 145:16) You open your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.



^ (Ps. 71:1-24) In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame.  2 In your righteousness save me and rescue me. Incline your ear* to me and save me.  3 Become for me a rock fortress Where I can always enter. Give the command to save me, For you are my crag and my stronghold.  4 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked, From the grasp of the unjust oppressor.  5 For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.  6 I have depended on you from birth; It was you who took me from my mother’s womb. I praise you constantly.  7 I have become like a miracle to many, But you are my strong refuge.  8 My mouth is filled with your praise; All day long I tell about your splendor.  9 Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails. 10 My enemies speak against me, And those seeking to take my life* conspire together, 11 Saying: “God has abandoned him. Chase after him and seize him, for there is no one to save him.” 12 O God, do not remain far away from me. O my God, hurry to help me. 13 May those who are resisting me* Be put to shame and perish. May those seeking my calamity Be covered with disgrace and humiliation. 14 But as for me, I will continue to wait; I will add to your praise. 15 My mouth will recount your righteousness, All day long your acts of salvation, Though they are too many for me to grasp.* 16 I will come and tell about your mighty acts, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I will mention your righteousness, yours alone. 17 O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come. 19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heights; You have done great things; O God, who is like you? 20 Though you have made me experience much distress and calamity, Revive me again; Bring me up from the depths* of the earth. 21 May you increase my greatness And surround and comfort me. 22 Then I will praise you on a stringed instrument Because of your faithfulness, O my God. I will sing your praises* with the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 23 My lips will shout joyfully as I sing praises to you, For you have saved my life.* 24 My tongue will speak about* your righteousness all day long, For those seeking my destruction will be ashamed and disgraced.

Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “You are my confidence.”
Or “seeking my soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “number.”
Lit., “arm.”
Or “watery deeps.”
Or “make music to you.”
Or “redeemed my soul.”
Or “meditate on.”


^  (Ps. 71:1-24) In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame.  2 In your righteousness save me and rescue me. Incline your ear* to me and save me.  3 Become for me a rock fortress Where I can always enter. Give the command to save me, For you are my crag and my stronghold.  4 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked, From the grasp of the unjust oppressor.  5 For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.  6 I have depended on you from birth; It was you who took me from my mother’s womb. I praise you constantly.  7 I have become like a miracle to many, But you are my strong refuge.  8 My mouth is filled with your praise; All day long I tell about your splendor.  9 Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails. 10 My enemies speak against me, And those seeking to take my life* conspire together, 11 Saying: “God has abandoned him. Chase after him and seize him, for there is no one to save him.” 12 O God, do not remain far away from me. O my God, hurry to help me. 13 May those who are resisting me* Be put to shame and perish. May those seeking my calamity Be covered with disgrace and humiliation. 14 But as for me, I will continue to wait; I will add to your praise. 15 My mouth will recount your righteousness, All day long your acts of salvation, Though they are too many for me to grasp.* 16 I will come and tell about your mighty acts, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I will mention your righteousness, yours alone. 17 O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come. 19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heights; You have done great things; O God, who is like you? 20 Though you have made me experience much distress and calamity, Revive me again; Bring me up from the depths* of the earth. 21 May you increase my greatness And surround and comfort me. 22 Then I will praise you on a stringed instrument Because of your faithfulness, O my God. I will sing your praises* with the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 23 My lips will shout joyfully as I sing praises to you, For you have saved my life.* 24 My tongue will speak about* your righteousness all day long, For those seeking my destruction will be ashamed and disgraced.

Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “You are my confidence.”
Or “seeking my soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “number.”
Lit., “arm.”
Or “watery deeps.”
Or “make music to you.”
Or “redeemed my soul.”
Or “meditate on.”


^  (Ps. 71:9) Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails.



^  (Ps. 71:18) Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”


^  (Ps. 37:23-25) Jehovah guides* the steps of a man When He finds pleasure in his way. 24 Although he may fall, he will not be hurled down, For Jehovah supports him by the hand.* 25 I was once young and now I am old, But I have not seen anyone righteous abandoned, Nor his children looking for bread.*

Or “makes firm.”
Or “with His hand.”
Or “food.”


^ (Ps. 92:12-15) But the righteous will flourish like a palm tree And grow big like a cedar in Lebʹa·non. 13 They are planted in the house of Jehovah; They flourish in the courtyards of our God. 14 Even in old age* they will still be thriving; They will remain vigorous* and fresh, 15 Declaring that Jehovah is upright. He is my Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

Or “during gray-headedness.”
Lit., “fat.”


^  (Ps. 92:12-15) But the righteous will flourish like a palm tree And grow big like a cedar in Lebʹa·non. 13 They are planted in the house of Jehovah; They flourish in the courtyards of our God. 14 Even in old age* they will still be thriving; They will remain vigorous* and fresh, 15 Declaring that Jehovah is upright. He is my Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

Or “during gray-headedness.”
Lit., “fat.”


^  (1 Pet. 3:12) For the eyes of Jehovah* are on the righteous, and his ears listen to their supplication, but the face of Jehovah* is against those doing bad things.”

See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^  (Gal. 6:4) But let each one examine his own actions, and then he will have cause for rejoicing in regard to himself alone, and not in comparison with the other person.



^  (John 12:3-5) Then Mary took a pound of perfumed oil, genuine nard, very costly, and she poured it on the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet dry with her hair. The house became filled with the scent of the perfumed oil. 4 But Judas Is·carʹi·ot, one of his disciples, who was about to betray him, said: 5 “Why was this perfumed oil not sold for 300 de·narʹi·i and given to the poor?”



^  (Luke 21:1-4) Now as he looked up, he saw the rich dropping their gifts into the treasury chests. 2 Then he saw a needy widow drop in two small coins of very little value, 3 and he said: “Truly I say to you that this poor widow put in more than they all did. 4 For all of these put in gifts* out of their surplus, but she, out of her want,* put in all the means of living she had.”

Or “contributed to the gifts.”
Or “poverty.”


^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Prov. 23:15) My son, if your heart becomes wise, Then my own heart will rejoice.



^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^ (Deut. 16:17) The gift that each one brings should be in proportion to the blessing that Jehovah your God has given you.



^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.










[image: Israelite musicians blowing trumpets, playing harps, and singing loudly in worship to Jehovah.]



Did You Know?




How important was music in ancient Israel?


MUSIC was at the core of ancient Israel’s culture. The Bible makes a number of references to both instrumental and vocal music. In fact, about a tenth of the Scriptures are songs, the foremost examples being the books of Psalms, Song of Solomon, and Lamentations. Accordingly, the book Music in Biblical Life says that the Bible “paints a vivid picture of a society in which music was interwoven into other non-musical activities.”

Music in everyday life. The Israelites played music to express their emotions. (Isa. 30:29) Women played tambourines, singing joyfully and dancing at coronations, festivals, and military victories. (Judg. 11:34; 1 Sam. 18:6, 7; 1 Ki. 1:39, 40) Israelites also sang highly emotional dirges while mourning. (2 Chron. 35:25) Without question, “the Hebrews were an eminently musical people,” states McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopedia.

Music in the royal court. The kings of Israel found delight in music. King Saul called David to his royal court to serve as a musician. (1 Sam. 16:18, 23) Later when David himself became king, he invented musical instruments, composed delightful songs, and organized the orchestra that played at Jehovah’s temple. (2 Chron. 7:6; Amos 6:5) King Solomon had male and female singers in his court.​—Eccl. 2:8.

Music in worship. Most important, Israelites used music to worship Jehovah. In fact, 4,000 musicians performed at the temple in Jerusalem. (1 Chron. 23:5) They played cymbals, stringed instruments, harps, and trumpets. (2 Chron. 5:12) But these professionals were not the only ones who worshipped Jehovah with music. Many Israelites evidently sang the Songs of the Ascents on their trips to the annual festivals in Jerusalem. (Ps. 120-134) And according to Jewish writings, Israelites sang the Hallel Psalms* during the Passover meal.

Music is still essential for God’s people. (Jas. 5:13) We sing as part of our worship. (Eph. 5:19) Music unites us with fellow Christians. (Col. 3:16) And it strengthens us when we suffer hardships. (Acts 16:25) Music is a beautiful way to show our faith in Jehovah and our love for him.







^  Jews refer to Psalms 113 to 118 as the Hallel Psalms, which were sung to praise Jehovah.






^ (Isa. 30:29) But your song will be like the one sung in the night When you prepare* for a festival, And your heart will rejoice like one Who walks with* a flute On his way to the mountain of Jehovah, to the Rock of Israel.

Or “sanctify yourself.”
Or “to the sound of.”


^ (Judg. 11:34) Finally Jephʹthah came to his home in Mizʹpah, and look! his daughter was coming out to meet him, playing the tambourine and dancing! Now she was his one and only child. Besides her, he had neither son nor daughter.



^ (1 Sam. 18:6, 7) When David and the others would return from striking down the Phi·lisʹtines, the women would come out from all the cities of Israel with song and dances to meet King Saul with tambourines, with rejoicing, and with lutes. 7 The women who were celebrating would sing: “Saul has struck down his thousands, And David his tens of thousands.”



^ (1 Ki. 1:39, 40) Zaʹdok the priest now took the horn of oil out of the tent and anointed Solʹo·mon, and they began to blow the horn, and all the people began shouting: “Long live King Solʹo·mon!” 40 After that all the people followed him and went up, playing flutes and rejoicing greatly, so that the earth was split open by their noise.



^ (2 Chron. 35:25) And Jeremiah chanted over Jo·siʹah, and all the male and female singers keep singing about Jo·siʹah in their dirges* down to this day; and a decision was made that they should be sung in Israel, and they are written among the dirges.

Or “songs of mourning.”


^ (1 Sam. 16:18) One of the attendants said: “Look! I have seen how a son of Jesʹse the Bethʹle·hem·ite plays skillfully, and he is a courageous, mighty warrior. He can speak well, and he is handsome, and Jehovah is with him.”



^ (1 Sam. 16:23) Whenever a bad spirit from God came upon Saul, David took the harp and played it, and Saul found relief and felt better, and the bad spirit would depart from him.



^ (2 Chron. 7:6) The priests were standing at their posts of duty, as were the Levites who had the instruments used to accompany the song to Jehovah. (King David had made these instruments for giving thanks to Jehovah—“for his loyal love endures forever”—when David would offer praise with them.*) And the priests were loudly sounding the trumpets in front of them, while all the Israelites were standing.

Possibly referring to the Levites.


^ (Amos 6:5) They improvise songs to the sound of the harp,* And like David, they invent musical instruments;

Or “stringed instrument.”


^ (Eccl. 2:8) I accumulated silver and gold for myself, the treasures of* kings and of provinces. I gathered male and female singers for myself, as well as what brings great pleasure to the sons of men—a woman, yes, many women.*

Or “property peculiar to.”
Or “a lady, yes, ladies.”


^ (1 Chron. 23:5) and there were 4,000 gatekeepers, and 4,000 gave praise to Jehovah on the instruments about which David said, “I made them for giving praise.”



^ (2 Chron. 5:12) all the Levite singers who belonged to Aʹsaph, to Heʹman, to Je·duʹthun, and to their sons and their brothers were clothed in fine fabric, holding cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps; they were standing east of the altar, and along with them 120 priests were sounding the trumpets.



^ (Pss. 120:0-134:3) A Song of the Ascents.* 120 I called to Jehovah in my distress, And he answered me.  2 O Jehovah, rescue me* from lying lips And from the deceitful tongue.  3 What will He do to you, and how will He punish you,* You deceitful tongue?  4 With sharp arrows of a warrior And burning coals of broomwood.  5 Woe to me, for I have lived as a foreigner in Meʹshech! I have been dwelling among the tents of Keʹdar.  6 I have* been dwelling far too long With those who hate peace.  7 I am for peace, but when I speak, They are for war. 
A Song of the Ascents. 121 I raise my eyes to the mountains. From where will my help come?  2 My help comes from Jehovah, The Maker of heaven and earth.  3 He will never allow your foot to slip.* The One guarding you will never be drowsy.  4 Look! He will never be drowsy nor go to sleep, The One guarding Israel.  5 Jehovah is guarding you. Jehovah is the shade at your right hand.  6 By day the sun will not strike you, Nor the moon by night.  7 Jehovah will guard you against all harm. He will guard your life.*  8 Jehovah will guard you in all you do* From now on and forever. 
A Song of the Ascents. Of David. 122 I rejoiced when they said to me: “Let us go to the house of Jehovah.”  2 And now our feet are standing Within your gates, O Jerusalem.  3 Jerusalem is built as a city That is joined together as one.  4 The tribes have gone up to it, The tribes of Jah,* According to the reminder to Israel, To give thanks to the name of Jehovah.  5 For thrones for judgment were set up there, Thrones of the house of David.  6 Ask for the peace of Jerusalem. Those who love you, O city, will be secure.  7 May peace continue within your ramparts,* Security within your fortified towers.  8 For the sake of my brothers and my companions I will say: “May there be peace within you.”  9 For the sake of the house of Jehovah our God, I will seek good for you. 
A Song of the Ascents. 123 To you I raise my eyes, You who are enthroned in the heavens.  2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, And the eyes of a servant girl to the hand of her mistress, So our eyes look to Jehovah our God Until he shows us favor.  3 Show us favor, O Jehovah, show us favor, For we have had our full share of contempt.  4 We have had our full share of* ridicule from the self-assured And the contempt of the arrogant. 
A Song of the Ascents. Of David. 124 “If Jehovah had not been with us” —Let Israel now say—  2 “If Jehovah had not been with us When men rose up to attack us,  3 Then they would have swallowed us up alive When their anger was burning against us.  4 Then the waters would have washed us away, The torrent would have swept over us.*  5 The raging waters would have overwhelmed us.*  6 May Jehovah be praised, For he has not given us as prey to their teeth.  7 We are* like a bird that escaped From the hunter’s trap; The trap was broken, And we escaped.  8 Our help is in the name of Jehovah, The Maker of heaven and earth.” 
A Song of the Ascents. 125 Those who trust in Jehovah Are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken But endures forever.  2 Just as mountains surround Jerusalem, So Jehovah surrounds his people From now on and forever.  3 The scepter of wickedness will not remain upon the land allotted to the righteous, So that the righteous do not turn to doing* what is wrong.  4 Do good, O Jehovah, to those who are good, To those who are upright in heart.  5 As for those who turn aside to their crooked ways, Jehovah will remove them along with the wrongdoers. May there be peace upon Israel. 
A Song of the Ascents. 126 When Jehovah gathered back the captives of Zion, We thought we were dreaming.  2 At that time our mouth was filled with laughter And our tongue with a joyful shout. At that time they said among the nations: “Jehovah has done great things for them.”  3 Jehovah has done great things for us, And we are overjoyed.  4 Do gather back* our captives, O Jehovah, Like streams in the Negʹeb.*  5 Those sowing seed with tears Will reap with a joyful shout.  6 The one who does go out, though weeping, Carrying his bag of seed, Will surely return with a joyful shout, Carrying in his sheaves. 
A Song of the Ascents. Of Solomon. 127 Unless Jehovah builds the house, It is in vain that its builders work hard on it. Unless Jehovah guards the city, It is in vain that the guard stays awake.  2 It is in vain that you rise up early, That you stay up late, That you toil for your food, Since he provides for his loved ones while giving them sleep.  3 Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate. 
A Song of the Ascents. 128 Happy is everyone who fears Jehovah, Who walks in His ways.  2 You will eat what your hands worked hard to produce. You will be happy and will enjoy prosperity.  3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; Your sons will be like shoots of an olive tree around your table.  4 Look! That is how the man who fears Jehovah Will be blessed.  5 Jehovah will bless you from Zion. May you see Jerusalem prosper all the days of your life  6 And see the sons of your sons. May there be peace upon Israel. 
A Song of the Ascents. 129 “Since my youth they have constantly attacked me” —Let Israel now say—  2 “Since my youth they have constantly attacked me; But they have not defeated me.  3 Plowmen have plowed across my back; They have made their furrows long.”  4 But Jehovah is righteous; He has cut up the ropes of the wicked.  5 They will be put to shame and will retreat in disgrace, All those who hate Zion.  6 They will become like grass on the rooftops That withers before it is pulled up,  7 That cannot fill the reaper’s hand Nor the arms of the one gathering sheaves.  8 Those passing by will not say: “May the blessing of Jehovah be upon you; We bless you in the name of Jehovah.” 
A Song of the Ascents. 130 From the depths I call to you, O Jehovah.  2 O Jehovah, hear my voice. May your ears pay attention to my pleas for help.  3 If errors were what you watch,* O Jah,* Then who, O Jehovah, could stand?  4 For with you there is true forgiveness, So that you may be held in awe.*  5 I hope in Jehovah, my whole being* hopes in him; I wait for his word.  6 I eagerly wait* for Jehovah, More than watchmen wait for the morning, Yes, more than watchmen wait for the morning.  7 Let Israel keep waiting for Jehovah, For Jehovah is loyal in his love, And he has great power to redeem.  8 He will redeem Israel from all their errors. 
A Song of the Ascents. Of David. 131 O Jehovah, my heart is not haughty, Nor are my eyes lofty; Nor do I aspire to things too great, Or to things that are beyond me.  2 No, but I have calmed and quieted my soul* Like a weaned child with its mother; I am* contented like a weaned child.  3 Let Israel wait for Jehovah From now on and forever. 
A Song of the Ascents. 132 O Jehovah, remember David And all his suffering;  2 How he swore to Jehovah, How he vowed to the Powerful One of Jacob:  3 “I will not go into my tent, my home. I will not lie upon my couch, my bed;  4 I will not allow my eyes to sleep, Nor my eyelids to slumber  5 Until I find a place for Jehovah, A fine residence* for the Powerful One of Jacob.”  6 Look! We heard about it in Ephʹra·thah; We found it in the fields of the forest.  7 Let us come into his residence;* Let us bow down at his footstool.  8 Rise up, O Jehovah, to come to your resting-place, You and the Ark of your strength.  9 May your priests be clothed with righteousness, And may your loyal ones shout joyfully. 10 For the sake of David your servant, Do not reject* your anointed one. 11 Jehovah has sworn to David; He will surely not go back on his word: “One of your offspring,* I will place on your throne. 12 If your sons keep my covenant And my reminders that I teach them, Their sons too Will sit on your throne forever.” 13 For Jehovah has chosen Zion; He has desired it for his dwelling place: 14 “This is my resting-place forever; Here I will dwell, for this is my desire. 15 I will richly bless it with provisions; I will satisfy its poor with bread. 16 Its priests I will clothe with salvation, And its loyal ones will shout joyfully. 17 There I will make the strength* of David grow. I have prepared a lamp for my anointed one. 18 I will clothe his enemies with shame, But the crown* on his head will flourish.” 
A Song of the Ascents. Of David. 133 Look! How good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!  2 It is like fine oil poured on the head That runs down the beard, Aaron’s beard, And runs down onto the collar of his garments.  3 It is like the dew of Herʹmon That descends on the mountains of Zion. That is where Jehovah decreed his blessing —Life everlasting. 
A Song of the Ascents. 134 Praise Jehovah, All you servants of Jehovah, You who stand in the house of Jehovah during the nights.  2 Raise your hands in holiness* And praise Jehovah.  3 May Jehovah, the Maker of heaven and earth, Bless you from Zion.

See Glossary.
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “and what will He add to you?”
Or “My soul has.”
Or “totter.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “your going out and your coming in.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “fortified walls.”
Or “Our soul has had more than enough.”
Or “our soul.”
Or “our soul.”
Or “Our soul is.”
Or “turn their hands to.”
Or “restore.”
Or “wadis in the south.”
Or “Children.”
Or “keep track of.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Lit., “be feared.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “My soul eagerly waits.”
Or “myself.” See Glossary.
Or “My soul is.”
Or “A grand tabernacle.”
Or “his grand tabernacle.”
Lit., “turn back the face of.”
Lit., “of the fruit of your womb.”
Lit., “horn.”
Or “diadem.”
Or possibly, “in the sanctuary.”


^ (Jas. 5:13) Is there anyone suffering hardship among you? Let him carry on prayer. Is there anyone in good spirits? Let him sing psalms.



^ (Eph. 5:19) Speak to one another* with psalms, praises to God, and spiritual songs, singing and accompanying yourselves with music in your hearts to Jehovah,

Or possibly, “to yourselves.”


^ (Col. 3:16) Let the word of the Christ reside in you richly in all wisdom. Keep on teaching and encouraging one another with psalms, praises to God, spiritual songs sung with gratitude,* singing in your hearts to Jehovah.

Or “graciousness.”


^ (Acts 16:25) But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them.



^ (Pss. 113:1-118:29) Praise Jah!* Offer praise, you servants of Jehovah, Praise the name of Jehovah.  2 May Jehovah’s name be praised From now on and forever.  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, Let Jehovah’s name be praised.  4 Jehovah is high above all the nations; His glory is above the heavens.  5 Who is like Jehovah our God, The one who dwells* on high?  6 He stoops down to look on heaven and earth,  7 Raising the lowly from the dust. He lifts up the poor from the ash heap*  8 In order to make him sit with nobles, With the nobles of his people.  9 He gives the barren woman a home As a happy mother with children.* Praise Jah!* 
114 When Israel went out of Egypt, The house of Jacob from a people speaking a foreign language,  2 Judah became his sanctuary,* Israel, his dominion.  3 The sea saw it and fled; The Jordan turned back.  4 The mountains skipped about like rams, The hills, like lambs.  5 What made you flee, O sea? Why, O Jordan, did you turn back?  6 Why did you skip about like rams, O mountains, Like lambs, O hills?  7 Tremble, O earth, because of the Lord, Because of the God of Jacob,  8 Who turns the rock into a reedy pool of water, The flinty rock into springs of water. 
115 Not to us, O Jehovah, not to us,* But to your name give glory Because of your loyal love and your faithfulness.  2 Why should the nations say: “Where is their God?”  3 Our God is in the heavens; He does whatever he pleases.  4 Their idols are silver and gold, The work of human hands.  5 A mouth they have, but they cannot speak; Eyes, but they cannot see;  6 Ears they have, but they cannot hear; A nose, but they cannot smell;  7 Hands they have, but they cannot feel; Feet, but they cannot walk; They make no sound with their throat.  8 The people who make them will become just like them, As will all those who trust in them.  9 O Israel, trust in Jehovah —He is their help and their shield. 10 O house of Aaron, trust in Jehovah —He is their help and their shield. 11 You who fear Jehovah, trust in Jehovah —He is their help and their shield. 12 Jehovah remembers us and will bless; He will bless the house of Israel; He will bless the house of Aaron. 13 He will bless those who fear Jehovah, The small as well as the great. 14 Jehovah will give you an increase, To you and your children.* 15 May you be blessed by Jehovah, The Maker of heaven and earth. 16 As for the heavens, they belong to Jehovah, But the earth he has given to the sons of men. 17 The dead do not praise Jah; Nor do any who go down into the silence of death.* 18 But we will praise Jah From now on and forever. Praise Jah!* 
116 I love Jehovah Because he hears* my voice, my pleas for help.  2 For he inclines his ear* to me, And I will call on him as long as I live.*  3 The ropes of death encircled me; The Grave had me in its grip.* I was overcome by distress and grief.  4 But I called on the name of Jehovah: “O Jehovah, rescue me!”*  5 Jehovah is compassionate* and righteous; Our God is merciful.  6 Jehovah is guarding the inexperienced. I was brought low, and he saved me.  7 Let my soul* rest once again, For Jehovah has dealt kindly with me.  8 You have rescued me* from death, My eye from tears, my foot from stumbling.  9 I will walk before Jehovah in the land of the living. 10 I had faith, for I spoke; I was greatly afflicted. 11 As for me, I panicked and said: “Every man is a liar.” 12 With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me? 13 I will take up the cup of salvation,* And I will call on the name of Jehovah. 14 I will pay my vows to Jehovah In the presence of all his people. 15 Costly* in the eyes of Jehovah Is the death of his loyal ones. 16 I beg you, O Jehovah, For I am your servant. I am your servant, the son of your slave girl. You have freed me from my bonds. 17 I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving; I will call on the name of Jehovah. 18 I will pay my vows to Jehovah In the presence of all his people, 19 In the courtyards of the house of Jehovah, In your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise Jah!* 
117 Praise Jehovah, all you nations; Glorify him, all you peoples.*  2 For his loyal love toward us is great; The faithfulness of Jehovah endures forever. Praise Jah!* 
118 Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.  2 Let Israel now say: “His loyal love endures forever.”  3 Let those of the house of Aaron now say: “His loyal love endures forever.”  4 Let those fearing Jehovah now say: “His loyal love endures forever.”  5 I called on Jah* in my distress; Jah answered and brought me into a place of safety.*  6 Jehovah is on my side; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?  7 Jehovah is on my side as my helper;* I will look in triumph on those who hate me.  8 It is better to take refuge in Jehovah Than to trust in humans.  9 It is better to take refuge in Jehovah Than to trust in princes. 10 All the nations surrounded me, But in the name of Jehovah, I warded them off. 11 They surrounded me, yes, I was completely surrounded, But in the name of Jehovah, I warded them off. 12 They surrounded me like bees, But they were extinguished as quickly as a fire among thorns. In the name of Jehovah, I warded them off. 13 I was pushed hard* to make me fall, But Jehovah helped me. 14 Jah is my shelter and my strength, And he has become my salvation. 15 The sound of rejoicing and salvation* Is in the tents of the righteous. The right hand of Jehovah is demonstrating its power. 16 The right hand of Jehovah is exalting itself; The right hand of Jehovah is demonstrating its power. 17 I will not die, no, I will live, In order to declare the works of Jah. 18 Jah disciplined me severely, But he did not hand me over to death. 19 Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and praise Jah. 20 This is the gate of Jehovah. The righteous will enter through it. 21 I will praise you, for you answered me And you became my salvation. 22 The stone that the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone.* 23 This has come from Jehovah; It is wonderful in our eyes. 24 This is the day that Jehovah has made; We will be joyful and rejoice in it. 25 Jehovah, save us, please, we beg! Jehovah, grant us victory, please! 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of Jehovah; We bless you from the house of Jehovah. 27 Jehovah is God; He gives us light. Join in the festival procession with branches in hand, Up to the horns of the altar. 28 You are my God, and I will praise you; My God, I will exalt you. 29 Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “sits enthroned.”
Or possibly, “garbage dump.”
Lit., “sons.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “holy place.”
Or “To us belongs nothing, O ­Jehovah, to us belongs nothing.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “into silence.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or possibly, “I love because Jehovah hears.”
Or “bends down to listen.”
Lit., “in my days.”
Lit., “The distresses of Sheol found me.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “gracious.”
See Glossary.
Or “my soul.”
Or “grand salvation.”
Lit., “Precious.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “clans.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “a roomy place.”
Or possibly, “along with those helping me.”
Or possibly, “You pushed me hard.”
Or “victory.”
Lit., “the head of the corner.”









[image: An aerial view of Solomon’s temple.]



Questions From Readers




How tall was the porch of Solomon’s temple?


The porch served as an entranceway to the Holy compartment of the temple. According to editions of the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures published before 2023, “the porch in front was 20 cubits long, corresponding to the width of the house, and its height was 120.” (2 Chron. 3:4) Other translations also state that the porch was “120 cubits” high, making it a 53-meter (175-ft) tower!

However, the 2023 printing of the New World Translation says regarding the porch of Solomon’s temple: “Its height was 20 cubits,” or about 9 meters (30 ft) tall.* Consider a few reasons for this adjustment.

The height of the porch is not mentioned at 1 Kings 6:3. In that verse, the writer Jeremiah records the length and the depth of the porch, not its height. Then in the following chapter, he describes in great detail other outstanding features of the temple, including the Sea of cast metal, the ten carriages, and the two copper pillars that stood outside the porch. (1 Ki. 7:15-37) If the porch really was over 50 meters tall and towered over the rest of the temple, why did Jeremiah fail to mention its height? Even centuries later, Jewish writers reported that the porch was no taller than the rest of Solomon’s temple.

Scholars question whether the temple walls could have supported a 120-cubit-tall porch. Towering stone and brick structures in ancient times, such as temple gates in Egypt, had a very wide base and tapered toward the top. But Solomon’s temple was different. Scholars suggest that its walls were no more than 6 cubits, or 2.7 meters (9 ft), thick. Architectural historian Theodor Busink thus concluded: “Based on the wall thickness of the [temple’s entrance], the porch could not have been 120 cubits [tall].”

The text of 2 Chronicles 3:4 may have been miscopied. Although some ancient manuscripts read “120” in this verse, other authoritative texts, such as the fifth-century Codex Alexandrinus and the sixth-century Codex Ambrosianus, read “20 cubits.” Why might a scribe have mistakenly written “120”? The words for “hundred” and “cubits” look similar in Hebrew. So a scribe may have written the word “hundred” instead of “cubits.”

Of course, while we strive to understand these details and to depict Solomon’s temple accurately, we focus especially on what that temple foreshadowed​—the great spiritual temple. How grateful we are that Jehovah has invited all his servants to worship him at that temple!​—Heb. 9:11-14; Rev. 3:12; 7:9-17.







^  A footnote clarifies that “some ancient manuscripts read ‘120,’ whereas other manuscripts and some translations read ‘20 cubits.’”






^  (2 Chron. 3:4) The porch in front was 20 cubits long, corresponding to the width of the house,* and its height was 20 cubits;* and he overlaid it inside with pure gold.

Or “20 cubits extending across the width of the house.”
Some ancient manuscripts read “120,” whereas other manuscripts and some translations read “20 cubits.”


^  (1 Ki. 6:3) The porch in front of the temple* was 20 cubits long,* corresponding to the width of the house.* Its depth was ten cubits from the front of the house.

Lit., “temple of the house.”
Or “wide.”
Or “20 cubits extending across the width of the house.”


^  (1 Ki. 7:15-37) He cast the two pillars of copper; each pillar was 18 cubits high, and it took a measuring cord 12 cubits long to encircle each of the two pillars.* 16 And he made two capitals cast in copper to put on the tops of the pillars. One capital was five cubits high, and the other capital was five cubits high. 17 The capital on top of each pillar had mesh network with wreathed chains; seven for the one capital and seven for the other capital. 18 And he made pomegranates in two rows around the one network to cover the capitals that were on the top of the pillars; he did the same for both capitals. 19 The capitals on top of the pillars at the porch were of a lily pattern four cubits high. 20 The capitals were on the two pillars, just above the rounded portion adjoining the network; and there were 200 pomegranates in rows all around on each capital. 21 He set up the pillars of the porch of the temple.* He set up the right-hand* pillar and named it Jaʹchin,* and then he set up the left-hand* pillar and named it Boʹaz.* 22 And the top of the pillars were of a lily pattern. So the work of the pillars was completed. 23 Then he made the Sea* of cast metal. It was circular in shape, 10 cubits from brim to brim and 5 cubits high, and it took a measuring line 30 cubits long to encircle it.* 24 And there were ornamental gourds below its brim, completely encircling it, ten to a cubit all around the Sea, with two rows of the gourds cast in one piece with it. 25 It stood on 12 bulls, 3 facing north, 3 facing west, 3 facing south, and 3 facing east; and the Sea rested on them, and all their hindquarters were toward the center. 26 And its thickness was a handbreadth;* and its brim was made like the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It would hold 2,000 bath measures.* 27 Then he made the ten carriages* of copper. Each carriage was four cubits long, four cubits wide, and three cubits high. 28 And this was how the carriages were constructed: They had side panels, and the side panels were between the crossbars. 29 And on the side panels between the crossbars were lions, bulls, and cherubs, and the same design was on the crossbars. Above and beneath the lions and the bulls were wreaths in relief. 30 And each carriage had four copper wheels and copper axles, and its four cornerpieces served as supports for them. Beneath the basin were the supports, cast with wreaths at the side of each. 31 Its opening was inside the crown, extending upward one cubit; and its opening was round, making up a stand of one and a half cubits, and on its mouth were engravings. And their side panels were square, not round. 32 The four wheels were below the side panels, and the supports of the wheels were attached to the carriage, and the height of each wheel was one and a half cubits. 33 And the wheels were made like chariot wheels. Their supports, rims,* spokes, and hubs were all of cast metal. 34 There were four supports on the four corners of each carriage; its supports were cast as part of* the carriage. 35 On top of the carriage was a circular band half a cubit high, and on the top of the carriage, its framing pieces and its side panels were cast as part of* it. 36 On the surfaces of its framing pieces and on its side panels he engraved cherubs, lions, and palm trees according to the amount of space on each, with wreaths all around. 37 This is how he made the ten carriages; they were all cast alike, with the same measure and shape.

Or “each of the two pillars was 12 cubits in circumference.”
Here referring to the Holy.
Or “southern.”
Meaning “May He [that is, Jehovah] Firmly Establish.”
Or “northern.”
Possibly meaning “In Strength.”
Or “reservoir.”
Or “it was 30 cubits in circumference.”
About 7.4 cm (2.9 in.). See App. B14.
A bath equaled 22 L (5.81 gal). See App. B14.
Or “water carts.”
Or “fellies.”
Or “were one piece with.”
Or “were one piece with.”


^  (2 Chron. 3:4) The porch in front was 20 cubits long, corresponding to the width of the house,* and its height was 20 cubits;* and he overlaid it inside with pure gold.

Or “20 cubits extending across the width of the house.”
Some ancient manuscripts read “120,” whereas other manuscripts and some translations read “20 cubits.”


^  (Heb. 9:11-14) However, when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have already taken place, he passed through the greater and more perfect tent not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 12 He entered into the holy place, not with the blood of goats and of young bulls, but with his own blood, once for all time, and obtained an everlasting deliverance* for us. 13 For if the blood of goats and of bulls and the ashes of a heifer* sprinkled on those who have been defiled sanctifies for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who through an everlasting spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works so that we may render sacred service to the living God?

Lit., “ransoming; redemption.”
Or “young cow.”


^  (Rev. 3:12) “‘The one who conquers—I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will by no means go out from it anymore, and I will write upon him the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the New Jerusalem that descends out of heaven from my God, and my own new name.



^  (Rev. 7:9-17) After this I saw, and look! a great crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and tribes and peoples and tongues,* standing before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in white robes; and there were palm branches in their hands. 10 And they keep shouting with a loud voice, saying: “Salvation we owe to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell facedown before the throne and worshipped God, 12 saying: “Amen! Let the praise and the glory and the wisdom and the thanksgiving and the honor and the power and the strength be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 13 In response one of the elders said to me: “These who are dressed in the white robes, who are they and where did they come from?” 14 So right away I said to him: “My lord, you are the one who knows.” And he said to me: “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 That is why they are before the throne of God, and they are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple; and the One seated on the throne will spread his tent over them. 16 They will hunger no more nor thirst anymore, neither will the sun beat down on them nor any scorching heat, 17 because the Lamb, who is in the midst* of the throne, will shepherd them and will guide them to springs* of waters of life. And God will wipe out every tear from their eyes.”

Or “languages.”
Or “at the center.”
Or “fountains.”







STUDY TIP

Review the Main Points





Have you ever struggled to remember what you just studied? That happens to all of us from time to time. What can help? Reviewing the main points.

As you study, pause periodically to note the most important ideas. Notice how the apostle Paul helped those considering his letter to do this when he wrote: “Now this is the main point.” (Heb. 8:1) With those words, he helped his listeners to follow his logic and to discern how each point related to his theme.

You might reserve time, perhaps ten minutes at the end of your study period, to reflect on the main points of what you have studied. If you cannot recall them, check the subheadings or topic sentences​—usually the first sentence of each paragraph—​to jog your memory. If you learned something new, try to explain it in your own words. As you review the main points, you will not only help your memory but also see more clearly how the material relates to your own life.











^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,
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^ ***sjj song 30 My Father, My God and Friend***
SONG 30
My Father, My God and Friend
(Hebrews 6:10)
1. Life in this world can be hard.
Life in this world can bring tears and pain.
Still ev’ry day I will say,
“My life is not in vain.”
(CHORUS)
For God is not unrighteous,
And he remembers the love I’ve shown.
So he is ever near me;
With Jehovah, I’m not alone.
Yes, God is my provider
and my protector down to the end.
Yes, Jehovah is my Father,
My God and Friend.
2. Gone are the days of my youth;
Days of calamity now are here.
Still through the eyes of my faith,
My hope is bright and clear.
(CHORUS)
For God is not unrighteous,
And he remembers the love I’ve shown.
So he is ever near me;
With Jehovah, I’m not alone.
Yes, God is my provider
and my protector down to the end.
Yes, Jehovah is my Father,
My God and Friend.
(See also Ps. 71:17, 18.)



^ ***sjj song 7 Jehovah, Our Strength***
SONG 7
Jehovah, Our Strength
(Isaiah 12:2)
1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,
You are our Savior, in you we delight.
We are your Witnesses bearing your news,
Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,
Your name we make known Both day and night.
Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,
You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.
2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;
Eyes that are opened now see truth and right.
Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;
Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,
Your name we make known Both day and night.
Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,
You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.
3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.
Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.
Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be
Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,
Your name we make known Both day and night.
Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,
You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.
(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)



^ ***scl p. 10 Anxiety***
Anxiety
Do you feel anxious because of the threat of poverty, hunger, or homelessness?
Pr 10:15; 19:7; 30:8
Relevant Bible account(s):
La 3:19​—The prophet Jeremiah, like many of his countrymen, is homeless after the destruction of Jerusalem
2Co 8:1, 2; 11:27​—Deep poverty afflicts Christians in Macedonia, and the apostle Paul often lacks food, clothing, and shelter
Comforting scriptures:
Ps 37:25; 145:15; Pr 10:3; Mt 6:25-34
See also De 24:19
Do you feel anxious because you fear being friendless, alone, or unloved?
Job 19:19; Ec 4:10, 12
Relevant Bible account(s):
1Ki 18:22; 19:9, 10​—The prophet Elijah feels that he is entirely alone as a faithful servant of Jehovah
Jer 15:16-21​—The prophet Jeremiah feels alone among merrymakers who ignore his message
Comforting scriptures:
Ps 25:15, 16; 1Pe 5:7
Comforting Bible account(s):
1Ki 19:1-19​—Jehovah gives the prophet Elijah practical aid, listens patiently to his concerns, and encourages him with vivid reminders of His power
Joh 16:32, 33​—Jesus knows that he will be abandoned, but he also knows that he is not truly alone



^ ***scl pp. 18-20 Comfort***
Comfort
Scriptural comfort for some common causes of discouragement
Anxiety
See “Anxiety”
Bitterness; resentment
Some are embittered by a hardship or a series of adversities
Ec 9:11, 12
See also Ps 142:4; Ec 4:1; 7:7
Relevant Bible account(s):
Ru 1:11-13, 20​—Widowed and grieving the death of her two sons, Naomi feels that Jehovah has abandoned her
Job 3:1, 11, 25, 26; 10:1​—Job is embittered after losing his wealth, his ten children, and his health
Comforting scriptures:
Ro 12:19; Jas 1:13
Comforting Bible account(s):
Ru 1:6, 7, 16-18; 2:2, 19, 20; 3:1; 4:14-16​—Naomi draws closer to God’s people and accepts and gives loving help, after which her bitterness is replaced with joy
Job 42:7-16; Jas 5:11​—Job endures in faith, and Jehovah blesses him greatly
Some are embittered by the unkind conduct of others
Ec 4:1, 2
Relevant Bible account(s):
1Sa 1:6, 7, 10, 13-16​—Hannah is deeply hurt by the unkind treatment from Peninnah and is misjudged by High Priest Eli
Job 8:3-6; 16:1-5; 19:2, 3​—Job’s three would-be comforters are self-righteous and judgmental, making Job feel worse
Comforting scriptures:
Ps 37:8, 9; Eph 4:26
Comforting Bible account(s):
1Sa 1:9-11, 18​—After Hannah pours out her heart to Jehovah, her pain eases
Job 42:7, 8, 10, 17​—After Job shows a forgiving spirit, Jehovah restores him to health and happiness
Crushing guilt
Ezr 9:6; Ps 38:3, 4, 8; 40:12
Relevant Bible account(s):
2Ki 22:8-13; 23:1-3​—King Josiah and his subjects become aware of their great guilt after the Law of Moses is read aloud to them
Ezr 9:10-15; 10:1-4​—The priest Ezra and the people are crushed with guilt because contrary to Jehovah’s will, some have married foreigners
Lu 22:54-62​—The apostle Peter is deeply grieved by guilt after he three times denies knowing Jesus
Comforting scriptures:
Ps 32:5; 103:9-14; Isa 1:18; Ac 3:19
See also Isa 38:17; Mic 7:18, 19
Comforting Bible account(s):
2Ch 33:9-13, 15, 16​—Manasseh is among the worst of all the kings of Judah; yet, he repents and is granted mercy
Lu 15:11-32​—Jesus relates the parable of the lost son to illustrate how generously and completely Jehovah forgives
Disappointment when others have let us down, hurt us, or even betrayed us
See “Disappointment”
Disappointment over our own weaknesses and sins
See “Disappointment”
Doubts about our own worth
See “Doubts”
Feelings of inadequacy in the face of a daunting challenge or assignment
Relevant Bible account(s):
Ex 3:11; 4:10​—The prophet Moses feels inadequate when told to confront Pharaoh and lead God’s people out of Egypt
Jer 1:4-6​—Jeremiah feels that he is too young and inexperienced to serve as Jehovah’s prophet to a stubborn people
Comforting scriptures:
Ps 29:11; Isa 40:29; 2Co 3:4, 5; 4:7
Comforting Bible account(s):
Ex 3:12; 4:11, 12​—Jehovah patiently reassures the prophet Moses that He will help him in his assignment
Jer 1:7-10​—Jehovah reassures the prophet Jeremiah that He will make him equal to the challenges ahead
Jealousy; envy
See “Jealousy”
Limitations imposed by illness or advancing age
Ps 71:9, 18; Ec 12:1-7
Relevant Bible account(s):
2Ki 20:1-3​—King Hezekiah weeps profusely over a deadly illness
Php 2:25-30​—Epaphroditus is depressed because the congregation heard that he was ill and he worried that they had the impression that he had failed to carry out his assignment
Comforting scriptures:
Ps 92:12-14; Isa 40:29-31; 46:4; 2Co 8:12
Comforting Bible account(s):
2Sa 17:27-29; 19:31-38​—Loyal Barzillai is highly valued, but he modestly refuses an assignment that he feels is too much for him in his old age
Ps 41:1-3, 12​—Though King David may be seriously ill, he counts on Jehovah to sustain him
Mr 12:41-44​—Jesus praises a poor widow for her contribution because she gives all she has
Lingering emotional pain over mistreatment by others
See “Mistreatment”
Morbid fear; dread
See “Fear”
Persecution
See “Persecution”









^ ***sjj song 13 Christ, Our Model***
SONG 13
Christ, Our Model
(1 Peter 2:21)
1. What love Jehovah showed,
What goodness from him flowed,
When for all mankind he offered his Firstborn.
Christ took on human form—
The Son of man was born—
By his example, God’s name he adorned.
2. Jehovah’s Word, he said,
Sustained his life like bread.
It gave him wisdom and knowledge and insight.
His Father’s willing slave,
A model Jesus gave;
To please his Father would bring him delight.
3. Like Jesus, may our days
Provide Jehovah praise,
And may his footsteps become our own roadway.
Let Jesus’ model be
Our path eternally,
And then God’s favor we’ll know day by day.
(See also John 8:29; Eph. 5:2; Phil. 2:5-7.)



^ ***nwtsty Ephesians 4:8***
8 For it says: “When he ascended on high he carried away captives; he gave gifts in men.”



^ ***nwtsty Matthew 28:20***
20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ ***sjj song 15 Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!***
SONG 15
Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!
(Hebrews 1:6)
1. Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn,
God’s duly appointed King.
He reigns for truth and justice;
Rich blessings his rule will bring.
With dignity and splendor
And love for God’s great name,
He’ll vindicate Jehovah,
His sov’reignty proclaim.
(CHORUS)
Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!
All praise God’s anointed Son.
Installed upon Mount Zion,
His Kingship has now begun!
2. Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn,
Who died so that we may live.
He humbly paid the ransom;
Our sins God can now forgive.
The bride of Christ awaits him,
Adorned for him in white.
This marriage in the heavens
Will prove God’s rule is right.
(CHORUS)
Praise Jehovah’s Firstborn!
All praise God’s anointed Son.
Installed upon Mount Zion,
His Kingship has now begun!
(See also Ps. 2:6; 45:3, 4; Rev. 19:8.)



^ ***ijwbq article 146 Do Messianic Prophecies Prove That Jesus Was the Messiah?***
Do Messianic Prophecies Prove That Jesus Was the Messiah?
The Bible’s answer
Yes. While on earth, Jesus fulfilled numerous prophecies about “Messiah the Leader,” the one who would be the “Savior of the world.” (Daniel 9:​25; 1 John 4:​14)  And even after his death, Jesus continued to fulfill Messianic prophecies.​—Psalm 110:1; Acts 2:​34-​36.
What is the meaning of “Messiah”?
Could more than one person fulfill the Messianic prophecies?
Could the Messiah appear in the future?
How many Messianic prophecies are there in the Bible?
Some Messianic prophecies fulfilled by Jesus
What is the meaning of “Messiah”?
The Hebrew term Ma·shiʹach (Messiah) and the equivalent Greek word Khri·stos (Christ) both mean “Anointed One.” Therefore, “Jesus Christ” means “Jesus the Anointed One,” or “Jesus the Messiah.”
In Bible times, a person was often anointed by having oil poured on his head when he was appointed to a special position of authority. (Leviticus 8:​12; 1 Samuel 16:13) Jesus was appointed by God to be the Messiah​—a position of great authority. (Acts 2:​36) However, rather than anointing Jesus with oil, God anointed him with holy spirit.​—Matthew 3:​16.
Could more than one person fulfill the Messianic prophecies?
No. Just as a fingerprint identifies just one person, the fulfillment of Bible prophecies points to just one Messiah, or Christ. However, the Bible warns that “false Christs and false prophets will arise and will perform great signs and wonders so as to mislead, if possible, even the chosen ones.”​—Matthew 24:24.
Could the Messiah appear in the future?
No. The Bible foretold that the Messiah would be a descendant of King David of Israel. (Psalm 89:​3, 4) However, the Jewish ancestral records going back to David have been lost, apparently having been destroyed when the Romans conquered Jerusalem in 70 C.E. Since that time, it has not been possible for anyone to prove that he is of the royal family of David. In contrast, though those ancestral records did exist in Jesus’ time, not even his enemies successfully challenged his claim of being a descendant of David.​—Matthew 22:41-​46.
How many Messianic prophecies are there in the Bible?
It is not possible to specify a definitive number of Messianic prophecies. For example, the method of numbering prophecies can vary even for passages that are clearly Messianic. The passage at Isaiah 53:​2-7 mentions several prophetic features regarding the Messiah. Some might count this entire passage as one prophecy, while others might view each feature as a separate prophecy.
Some Messianic prophecies fulfilled by Jesus
Prophecy
Found at
Fulfillment
Offspring of Abraham
Genesis 22:17, 18
Matthew 1:1
Descendant of Abraham’s son Isaac
Genesis 17:19
Matthew 1:2
Born of the Israelite tribe of Judah
Genesis 49:10
Matthew 1:​1, 3
From the royal line of King David
Isaiah 9:7
Matthew 1:1
Born of a virgin
Isaiah 7:​14
Matthew 1:​18, 22, 23
Born in Bethlehem
Micah 5:2
Matthew 2:​1, 5, 6
Called by the name Immanuel
Isaiah 7:​14
Matthew 1:​21-​23
Humble beginning
Isaiah 53:2
Luke 2:7
Young children killed after his birth
Jeremiah 31:15
Matthew 2:​16-​18
Called out of Egypt
Hosea 11:1
Matthew 2:​13-​15
Called a Nazarene
Isaiah 11:1
Matthew 2:​23
Preceded by a messenger
Malachi 3:1
Matthew 11:​7-​10
Anointed as Messiah in 29 C.E.
Daniel 9:​25
Matthew 3:​13-​17
Acknowledged by God as His Son
Psalm 2:7
Acts 13:33, 34
Zealous for God’s house
Psalm 69:9
John 2:​13-​17
Proclaimer of good news
Isaiah 61:1
Luke 4:​16-​21
Public ministry in Galilee a great light
Isaiah 9:​1, 2
Matthew 4:​13-​16
A miracle worker like Moses
Deuteronomy 18:15
Acts 2:​22
Like Moses, he spoke God’s thoughts
Deuteronomy 18:18, 19
John 12:49
Cured sicknesses of many
Isaiah 53:4
Matthew 8:​16, 17
Did not draw attention to himself
Isaiah 42:2
Matthew 12:17, 19
Showed compassion for the afflicted
Isaiah 42:3
Matthew 12:​9-​20; Mark 6:​34
Revealed God’s justice
Isaiah 42:​1, 4
Matthew 12:17-​20
A Wonderful Counselor
Isaiah 9:​6, 7
John 6:​68
Declared Jehovah’s name
Psalm 22:22
John 17:6
Spoke in illustrations
Psalm 78:2
Matthew 13:34, 35
A Leader
Daniel 9:​25
Matthew 23:10
Many did not believe in him
Isaiah 53:1
John 12:37, 38
Stone of stumbling
Isaiah 8:​14, 15
Matthew 21:42-​44
Rejected by humans
Psalm 118:22, 23
Acts 4:​10, 11
Hated without cause
Psalm 69:4
John 15:24, 25
Triumphal entry into Jerusalem on a donkey
Zechariah 9:9
Matthew 21:​4-9
Praised by children
Psalm 8:2
Matthew 21:15, 16
Came in Jehovah’s name
Psalm 118:26
John 12:12, 13
Betrayed by a trusted associate
Psalm 41:9
John 13:18
Betrayed for 30 pieces of silver
Zechariah 11:12, 13
Matthew 26:14-​16; 27:​3-​10
Friends abandoned him
Zechariah 13:7
Matthew 26:31, 56
False witnesses testified against him
Psalm 35:11
Matthew 26:59-​61
Silent before accusers
Isaiah 53:7
Matthew 27:12-​14
Spat upon
Isaiah 50:6
Matthew 26:67; 27:27, 30
Struck on the head
Micah 5:1
Mark 15:19
Flogged
Isaiah 50:6
John 19:1
Did not resist those who struck him
Isaiah 50:6
John 18:22, 23
Government leaders conspired against him
Psalm 2:2
Luke 23:10-​12
Nailed to a stake through his hands and feet
Psalm 22:16
Matthew 27:35; John 20:25
People cast lots (gambled) for his clothing
Psalm 22:18
John 19:23, 24
Counted in with sinners
Isaiah 53:12
Matthew 27:38
Reviled, insulted
Psalm 22:​7, 8
Matthew 27:39-​43
Suffered for sinners
Isaiah 53:​5, 6
1 Peter 2:​23-​25
Seemed forsaken by God
Psalm 22:1
Mark 15:34
Given vinegar and gall to drink
Psalm 69:21
Matthew 27:34
Thirsty just before death
Psalm 22:15
John 19:28, 29
Entrusted spirit to God
Psalm 31:5
Luke 23:46
Gave up his life
Isaiah 53:12
Mark 15:37
Provided the ransom to remove sin
Isaiah 53:12
Matthew 20:28
Bones not broken
Psalm 34:20
John 19:31-​33, 36
Pierced
Zechariah 12:10
John 19:33-​35, 37
Buried with the rich
Isaiah 53:9
Matthew 27:57-​60
Raised from the dead
Psalm 16:10
Acts 2:​29-​31
Betrayer replaced
Psalm 109:8
Acts 1:​15-​20
Seated at God’s right hand
Psalm 110:1
Acts 2:​34-​36
[FOOTNOTES]
McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopedia states: “There can be little doubt that the registers of the Jewish tribes and families perished at the destruction of Jerusalem, and not before.”
The Hebrew name Immanuel, meaning “With Us Is God,” well describes Jesus’ role as the Messiah. His presence on earth and his works proved that God is with His worshippers.​—Luke 2:​27-​32; 7:​12-​16.
The term “Nazarene” apparently comes from the Hebrew word neʹtser, meaning “sprout.”
For details on the Bible chronology pointing to 29 C.E. as the year of the Messiah’s arrival, see the article “How Daniel’s Prophecy Foretells the Messiah’s Arrival.”
This prophecy is in the book of Zechariah, yet the Bible writer Matthew says that it “was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet.” (Matthew 27:9) It appears that the book of Jeremiah was sometimes placed first in the section of Scripture called “the Prophets.” (Luke 24:44) Matthew apparently used “Jeremiah” to refer to that entire collection of books, which included the book of Zechariah.
​​​​​​



^ ***w18 August pp. 11-12 Do Not Judge by the Outward Appearance***
15 What about younger brothers in the congregation? How do you view them? To the young man Timothy, the apostle Paul wrote: “Never let anyone look down on your youth. Instead, become an example to the faithful ones in speaking, in conduct, in love, in faith, in chasteness.” (1 Tim. 4:12) At the time that Paul wrote these words, Timothy may have been in his early 30’s. Yet, Paul had assigned him to care for weighty responsibilities. Regardless of the underlying reason for this counsel, the point is clear. We must not judge younger brothers simply based on their age. We do well to remember that even our Lord Jesus carried out his entire earthly ministry while he was in his early 30’s.
16 We may be part of a culture that tends to look down on younger men. If so, elders in the congregation may hesitate to recommend qualified young brothers to serve as ministerial servants or elders. All elders do well to remember that the Scriptures do not give a minimum age for a man to be recommended as a ministerial servant or an elder. (1 Tim. 3:1-10, 12, 13; Titus 1:5-9) If an elder establishes a rule based on culture, he is not acting according to the Scriptures. Younger men must be evaluated, not by personal or cultural viewpoints, but by the measuring stick of God’s Word.​—2 Tim. 3:16, 17.
17 Consider how such unscriptural cultural views can hold back qualified brothers. In one country, a well-qualified ministerial servant was entrusted with weighty responsibilities. Although the elders in his congregation agreed that the young brother met the Scriptural qualifications of an elder to a reasonable degree, he was not recommended for appointment. A few older elders insisted that the brother looked too young to be viewed as an elder. Sadly, the brother was held back from appointment simply because of the way he looked. Although this is only one experience, reports indicate that this way of thinking affects many in various parts of the world. How important it is that we rely on the Scriptures rather than on our own cultural or personal viewpoints! That is the only way to obey Jesus and stop judging by the outward appearance.



^ ***w15 4/15 pp. 3-8 Elders, How Do You Feel About Training Others?***
Elders, How Do You Feel About Training Others?
“There is an appointed time for everything.”​—ECCL. 3:1.
HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?
What priority should be given to training brothers, and why?
How does a congregation benefit from elders who give training?
In training others, how can elders imitate Samuel’s example?
THE circuit overseer was about to conclude his meeting with the body of elders. As he looked at their faces, he felt warm affection for these hardworking shepherds, some of whom were old enough to be his father. Yet, he also felt concern, so he asked them, “Brothers, what have you done to train others to take on more responsibility in the congregation?” They well remembered that the circuit overseer during his last visit had urged them to pay more attention to training others. Finally, one of the elders said, “Frankly, we have done very little.” The other elders nodded in agreement.
2 If you are a Christian elder, can you relate to what took place at that meeting? Likely so. Circuit overseers around the world have noted that in many congregations, more needs to be done to train brothers​—younger and older—​to help care for the flock. This presents a challenge. Why is that the case?
3 As a shepherd, you no doubt realize that personal training is important. You know that more brothers are needed to keep existing congregations spiritually strong and to allow new congregations to be formed. (Read Isaiah 60:22.) You also know that God’s Word urges you to “teach others.” (Read 2 Timothy 2:2.) Even so, like the elders mentioned in the introduction, you may find it hard to do so. After you have taken care of family needs, job requirements, congregation responsibilities, and other urgent matters, there just seems to be no time left to train others in the congregation. That being the case, let us consider what importance should be given to the training of others.
TRAINING IS A PRIORITY
4 What could be one reason why some elders may find it hard to set aside time for training? Perhaps some think: ‘Training is important, but it is not as urgent as other congregation matters that simply cannot wait. If I have to postpone training for a while, the congregation will continue to function.’ Though it is true that numerous matters require your immediate attention, delaying training may harm the spiritual well-being of the congregation.
5 Think of this example: A driver may know that to maintain his car and keep the engine in running order, he must regularly change the oil. Still, he may feel that it is not as urgent as filling the tank with fuel. After all, if he does not put gas in the tank, his car will soon come to a complete stop. ‘If I don’t have time to change the oil,’ he may reason, ‘the engine will still keep running, at least for a while.’ But what is the danger? If the driver keeps postponing the maintenance of the engine, the day will come when the car will grind to a complete halt. If that happens, he will have to spend a lot of time and money on getting the car repaired and running again. What is the lesson?
6 Elders care for many important tasks that have to be handled promptly; otherwise, the congregation would be adversely affected. So just as the driver in the example makes sure to keep refilling the fuel tank, elders must “make sure of the more important things.” (Phil. 1:10) However, some elders are so busy looking after pressing matters that they may neglect the training of others​—the maintenance of the engine, so to speak. But if elders keep postponing necessary training, sooner or later the congregation will lack sufficient qualified brothers to care for all that needs to be done.
7 Clearly, then, we should guard against thinking that training is of low priority. Elders who take a long-range view and invest their time in training less experienced brothers are wise stewards and a true blessing to the entire congregation. (Read 1 Peter 4:10.) How does the congregation benefit?
A WISE INVESTMENT
8 Even the most experienced elders must modestly recognize that advancing age will gradually limit the amount of work they personally can do for the congregation. (Mic. 6:8) Also, they should realistically take into account that “time and unexpected events” may bring about a sudden change in their ability to care for congregation responsibilities. (Eccl. 9:11, 12; Jas. 4:13, 14) So out of heartfelt concern for the well-being of Jehovah’s sheep, forward-looking elders share in a timely fashion with younger brothers the experience they have acquired during their years of faithful service.​—Read Psalm 71:17, 18.
9 For what other reason are elders who train others a blessing to the flock? They strengthen the congregation’s defenses. How? The efforts of elders to train others result in more brothers who will be ready to help the congregation to stand firm and united, not only now but especially when turbulent times come during the great tribulation. (Ezek. 38:10-12; Mic. 5:5, 6) Therefore, dear elders, we appeal to you to make training a regular feature of your ministry today.
10 Of course, we understand that the time you spend on caring for important congregation activities may already make you feel stretched to the limit. Hence, you may need to take some of that time and use it for training. (Eccl. 3:1) Doing so would be a wise investment.
CREATING THE RIGHT CONDITIONS
11 Recently, a group of elders who are successful in helping brothers to grow spiritually were asked what approach they use when training others. Though the circumstances of these brothers vary greatly, the advice they gave was strikingly similar. What does this indicate? That Bible-based training is applicable to learners “everywhere in every congregation”​—just as it was in the apostle Paul’s day. (1 Cor. 4:17) Hence, in this article and the next, we will consider some suggestions that these elders made. (Prov. 15:22) For the sake of simplicity, the articles will refer to those giving training as “teachers” and those receiving it as “learners.”
12 A teacher needs to create the right conditions for training. Just as a gardener needs to cultivate, or loosen, the soil before sowing seeds, so a teacher needs to prepare, or encourage, the heart of a learner before teaching him new skills. So how do teachers create the right conditions for training others? By following an approach similar to that taken by one prophet of old. What approach is that?
13 One day over 3,000 years ago, Jehovah told the elderly prophet Samuel: “Tomorrow about this time, I will send to you a man from the land of Benjamin. You must anoint him as leader over my people Israel.” (1 Sam. 9:15, 16) Samuel realized that his role as leader had come to an end and that Jehovah had assigned him to anoint a successor. ‘How can I prepare that man for his task?,’ Samuel must have thought. He got an idea and worked out a plan.
14 The next day when Samuel saw Saul, Jehovah told the prophet: “Here is the man.” Then Samuel put his plan into action. He invited Saul for a meal in a dining hall. There he gave Saul and his attendant the best seats and a choice cut of meat, and Samuel said: “Eat, because they have reserved it for you for this occasion.” Afterward, Samuel and Saul walked down to the prophet’s house, talking as they went. Samuel wanted to make good use of the pleasant atmosphere that the fine meal and the leisurely walk had created. So he invited Saul to come up to his roof. In the cool evening breeze, Samuel “continued to speak with Saul on the housetop” until they went to sleep. The next day, Samuel anointed Saul, kissed him, and gave him more instructions. After that, he sent Saul away​—prepared for the events to come.​—1 Sam. 9:17-27; 10:1.
15 Anointing a man to be a leader of a nation is, of course, not the same as training a brother to be an elder or a ministerial servant in the congregation. Even so, elders today can draw several valuable lessons from Samuel’s approach. Let us consider two of them.
WILLING TEACHERS AND TRUE FRIENDS
16 Be willing, not reluctant. When Samuel first heard that the Israelites wanted a human king, he felt disappointed and rejected by his people. (1 Sam. 8:4-8) In fact, he was so reluctant to do what the people demanded that Jehovah three times saw the need to tell him to listen to them. (1 Sam. 8:7, 9, 22) Even so, Samuel did not allow bitterness or resentment against the man who would replace him to take root in his heart. When Jehovah told him to anoint Saul, the prophet obeyed, not reluctantly out of mere duty, but willingly out of love.
17 Like Samuel, experienced elders today show a kind disposition toward those whom they train. (1 Pet. 5:2) Such elders do not hold back from training others for fear of having to relinquish certain congregation privileges to the learners. Bighearted teachers view willing learners, not as competitors, but as “fellow workers”​—as precious gifts to the congregation. (2 Cor. 1:24; Heb. 13:16) And what satisfaction such unselfish teachers experience as they observe how the learners use their abilities to benefit the congregation!​—Acts 20:35.
18 Be a friend, not just a teacher. The day Samuel met Saul, the prophet could have pulled out a flask of oil, hurriedly poured it on Saul’s head, and sent the new king on his way​—fully anointed but totally unprepared. Instead, Samuel kindly took the time to prepare Saul’s heart step-by-step. Only after they had a fine meal, a pleasant stroll, a long talk, and a good rest did the prophet feel that the right moment had arrived to anoint Saul.
19 Likewise, a teacher today should start his training by taking time to develop a relaxed atmosphere and a bond of friendship with the learner. The specific steps an elder takes to create such a warm relationship will differ somewhat from land to land, depending on local circumstances and customs. Yet, no matter where you live, if you as a busy elder set aside time to spend with a learner, you are telling him, in effect, “You are important to me.” (Read Romans 12:10.) That unspoken message will be clearly understood and deeply valued by willing learners everywhere.
20 Elders, remember: A successful teacher is someone who not only loves to train another person but also loves the person he is training. (Compare John 5:20.) That crucial aspect of a teacher’s disposition is quickly discerned by a learner and greatly affects the way he responds to the training he receives. Therefore, dear elders, as you give training, be more than a teacher​—be a friend.​—Prov. 17:17; John 15:15.
21 After preparing a learner’s heart, an elder wants to convey to him the needed skills. What methods could the elder use? That will be considered in the following article.
[Footnotes]
This article and the next are written especially for the elders, although all in the congregation should be interested in what is presented. Why? It will encourage all baptized men to realize that training is needed in order for them to share the workload. And as that is accomplished, everyone will benefit.
These elders live in Australia, Bangladesh, Belgium, Brazil, France, French Guiana, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Namibia, Nigeria, Réunion, Russia, South Africa, and the United States.
[Study Questions]
1, 2. Circuit overseers have noted what situation in many congregations?
 3. (a) How do the Scriptures show the importance of training, and why should all of us be interested in this? (See footnote.) (b) Why may some elders find it hard to train others?
 4. What might be one reason why training at times is postponed?
5, 6. What can we learn from the example of a driver and his view of engine maintenance, and how can this be applied to training given in the congregation?
 7. How should we view elders who set aside time for training?
 8. (a) What qualities and considerations move elders to train others? (b) What urgent responsibility do elders who serve as “need greaters” have? (See the box “A Compelling Mission.”)
 9. What future event makes training of vital importance?
10. To have time to train others, what may an elder need to do?
11. (a) What is interesting about the suggestions on training given by elders from different lands? (b) According to Proverbs 15:22, why will it be beneficial to consider the suggestions of other elders?
12. What does a teacher need to create, and why?
13-15. (a) What assignment did the prophet Samuel receive? (b) How did Samuel carry out his task? (See opening image.) (c) Why should this Bible account about Samuel be of special interest to elders today?
16. (a) What feelings did Samuel experience when Israel asked for a king? (b) With what disposition did Samuel fulfill his assignment to anoint Saul?
17. How do elders today imitate Samuel’s disposition, and what satisfaction does that give them?
18, 19. How can an elder prepare the heart of a learner, and why is taking that approach so important?
20, 21. (a) How would you describe a successful teacher? (b) What will be considered in the next article?
[Box on page 8]
A Compelling Mission
IN SOME parts of the world, numerous congregations receive much help in the form of “need greaters”​—brothers and sisters who have moved in from abroad. These self-sacrificing Witnesses have a large share in bringing in the spiritual harvest. But what would happen if these hardworking Kingdom preachers were to leave the country? In many congregations, there would not be enough qualified local brothers to care for all the congregation responsibilities. Hence, “need greaters” serving as elders have a compelling mission​—that of helping local brothers to become shepherds of the flock.
​[Picture on page 7]
Training others starts with developing a bond of friendship (See paragraphs 18, 19)
​​​​​​



^ ***w15 4/15 pp. 8-13 How Elders Train Others to Become Qualified***
How Elders Train Others to Become Qualified
“The things you heard from me . . . , entrust to faithful men.”​—2 TIM. 2:2.
HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?
In what ways can an elder fortify a brother spiritually?
What scriptures may move a brother who seems to be disengaged to adjust his thinking?
How can those who are being trained imitate Elisha?
GOD’S servants have long understood that training contributes to success. The patriarch Abram “mobilized his trained men” to rescue Lot​—and the men succeeded. (Gen. 14:14-16) In King David’s day, the singers for God’s house “were trained in song to Jehovah” and brought praise to God. (1 Chron. 25:7) Today, we are fighting a spiritual war against Satan and his followers. (Eph. 6:11-13) Also, we are exerting ourselves in our effort to bring praise to Jehovah. (Heb. 13:15, 16) Hence, like God’s servants in the past, to be successful we need to be trained. In the congregation, Jehovah entrusts the elders with the responsibility of training others. (2 Tim. 2:2) What methods are experienced elders using to train brothers to become qualified to care for the flock?
FORTIFY THE LEARNER SPIRITUALLY
2 As an elder, you could be compared to a gardener. Before planting seeds, a gardener may see the need to add nutrients to the soil to make it more productive. Similarly, before teaching a less experienced brother a set of skills, you may discern the need to share some nourishing Scriptural thoughts with him so as to make his heart more responsive to the training he will receive.​—1 Tim. 4:6.
3 To determine to what extent a learner’s thoughts and actions are influenced by Kingdom truth, you might ask him, ‘How has your dedication to Jehovah changed the way you use your life?’ That question can lead to a meaningful conversation about what makes our sacred service whole-souled. (Read Mark 12:29, 30.) Perhaps at the end of such a conversation, you might say a prayer, asking Jehovah to give the learner the holy spirit he needs to complete his training. How upbuilding it will be for the brother to hear your heartfelt prayer in his behalf!
4 In the initial phase of training, consider some Bible accounts that might help the learner to see the need to be willing, reliable, and humble. (1 Ki. 19:19-21; Neh. 7:2; 13:13; Acts 18:24-26) Such qualities are as essential to the learner as nutrients are to the soil. They quicken his spiritual growth. Says Jean-Claude, an elder from France: “My main goal in training is to help a learner to become spiritually-minded. I look for occasions when we can read a specific scripture together to ‘open the eyes’ of the learner to ‘the wonderful things’ found in God’s Word.” (Ps. 119:18) What are some more ways to fortify a learner?
SUGGEST GOALS​—GIVE REASONS
5 Ask a learner, ‘What are your spiritual goals?’ If he has no clear goals in mind, help him to set one that is reasonable and reachable. Tell him about a specific spiritual goal you once set for yourself, and relate with enthusiasm how much joy you felt when you reached it. Though this may seem like a simple method, it is effective. Victor, an elder and pioneer in Africa, recalls: “When I was young, an elder asked me a few well-chosen questions about my goals. Those questions helped me to start thinking seriously about my ministry.” Experienced elders also stress the importance of beginning to train brothers when they are young​—in their early teens—​by giving them assignments in the congregation that fit their age. Such early training will help young ones to keep their eyes on spiritual goals when they reach the late teens and are bombarded with many distractions.​—Read Psalm 71:5, 17.
6 You will also stimulate a learner’s desire to serve by explaining to him not only what to do but also why to do it. By giving reasons, you imitate the Great Teacher, Jesus. For example, before giving his apostles the commission to make disciples, Jesus gave them a reason why they should obey. He stated: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth.” Then he added: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations.” (Matt. 28:18, 19) How can you imitate Jesus’ way of training?
7 Explain to a learner what the Scriptural reason is for what he is asked to do. In that way you teach him to think in terms of Bible principles. For example, suppose you ask a brother to keep the entranceway to the Kingdom Hall clean in appearance and safe for walking. You could consider Titus 2:10 and explain how his work to enhance the Kingdom Hall will “adorn the teaching of our Savior, God.” Also, ask the learner to think of the elderly ones in the congregation and how carrying out his assignment will benefit them. Having such conversations with the learner as part of his training will help him to focus more on people than on rules. He will experience the joy that comes from seeing how brothers and sisters in the congregation benefit from the service he renders.
8 Further, make sure to commend the learner for the effort he makes to apply your suggestions. How important is it to do that? Sincere commendation does for a learner what water does for a plant​—it makes him thrive.​—Compare Matthew 3:17.
AN ADDED CHALLENGE
9 Elders in affluent lands may face an added challenge: how to motivate baptized brothers in their 20’s or 30’s to get involved in congregation activities. We asked experienced elders in some 20 Western lands to tell us why they think some young brothers shy away from accepting congregation privileges. Among the answers received, one stands out: While they were growing up, some young ones were not encouraged to pursue spiritual goals. In fact, in some cases, young ones who were inclined to set such goals were encouraged by their parents to pursue secular goals instead! The truth never came first in the life of such young ones.​—Matt. 10:24.
10 If a brother appears to be disengaged, changing the direction of his thinking will take much effort and patience, but it can be done. Just as a gardener can direct the growth of some plants by gradually straightening their stems, you can gradually help some brothers to see the need to change their attitude toward accepting privileges. But how?
11 Take time to develop a friendly relationship with the brother. Let him know that he is needed in the congregation. Then, over the course of time, sit down with him to reason on specific scriptures and help him think about his dedication to Jehovah. (Eccl. 5:4; Isa. 6:8; Matt. 6:24, 33; Luke 9:57-62; 1 Cor. 15:58; 2 Cor. 5:15; 13:5) You might ask him, ‘What did you promise Jehovah when you dedicated yourself to him?’ Try to stir his heart by asking, ‘How do you think Jehovah must have felt when you got baptized?’ (Prov. 27:11) ‘What were Satan’s feelings?’ (1 Pet. 5:8) Never underestimate how deeply a brother can be affected by the reading of carefully selected Bible passages.​—Read Hebrews 4:12.
LEARNERS, PROVE FAITHFUL
12 What, though, about you young ones whose help is needed? What disposition will help you to succeed? To answer, let us consider some events in the life of a learner in the past.
13 Nearly 3,000 years ago, the prophet Elijah invited young Elisha to become his attendant. Elisha promptly accepted the invitation and faithfully served the older man by caring for humble tasks. (2 Ki. 3:11) Then, after some six years of training, Elisha learned that Elijah’s work in Israel was about to come to an end. At that point, Elijah urged his well-trained companion to stop following him, but Elisha three times told Elijah: “I will not leave you.” He was determined to stay with his mentor as long as possible. Jehovah, in turn, rewarded Elisha for his loyalty and faithfulness by letting him witness Elijah’s awe-inspiring departure.​—2 Ki. 2:1-12.
14 How can you imitate Elisha today? Promptly accept assignments, including humble tasks. View your teacher as a friend, and let him know how much you appreciate the effort he makes in your behalf. The way you respond may, in effect, tell him: “I will not leave you.” Above all, be faithful in carrying out any assignment you are given. Why is this so important? Because only after you demonstrate that you are faithful and reliable will the elders feel assured that Jehovah wants you to be entrusted with added responsibilities in the congregation.​—Ps. 101:6; read 2 Timothy 2:2.
SHOW DUE RESPECT
15 The account of Elijah’s successor, Elisha, also indicates how brothers today can show due respect for experienced elders. After Elijah and Elisha had visited a group of prophets in Jericho, the two men walked to the Jordan River. There, “Elijah took his official garment and rolled it up and struck the waters, and they were divided.” After crossing the dry riverbed, the men kept on “speaking as they walked.” Clearly, Elisha did not think that by now he knew it all. Until the moment Elijah left, Elisha took to heart each word spoken by his teacher. Then Elijah ascended in a windstorm. Later, back at the Jordan, Elisha struck the waters with Elijah’s garment, calling out: “Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah?” Again, the waters were divided.​—2 Ki. 2:8-14.
16 Did you note that the first miracle performed by Elisha was an exact copy of the last miracle performed by Elijah? Why is that of interest? Apparently, Elisha did not feel that since he was now at the helm, he needed to change course right away. Instead, by continuing in the way that Elijah had carried out his ministry, Elisha showed due respect for his teacher, which reassured Elisha’s fellow prophets. (2 Ki. 2:15) Later, though, during Elisha’s 60-year-long ministry as a prophet, Jehovah moved him to perform many more miracles than Elijah ever did. What is the lesson for you as a learner today?
17 Do not feel that as soon as you receive some responsibility in the congregation, you need to use it to change course​—to do things in a way that is completely different from the way they were done before. The need for change is determined, not by your desire for change, but by the needs of the congregation and the direction we receive from Jehovah’s organization. Just as Elisha by his actions reassured his fellow prophets and showed respect for his predecessor by continuing to use Elijah’s methods, you may reassure your fellow believers and show respect for experienced elders by continuing to use their Bible-based methods. (Read 1 Corinthians 4:17.) However, as you gain experience, you will no doubt share in applying changes that will help the congregation to stay in tune with Jehovah’s progressive organization. In fact, as in Elisha’s case, Jehovah may in time move you faithful learners to do even greater works than those of your teachers.​—John 14:12.
18 It is hoped that the suggestions in this article and the preceding one will move more elders to set aside time for training others. May qualified brothers eagerly accept such training and then use it wisely as they help take care of Jehovah’s sheep. Doing so will fortify the congregations worldwide and help each one of us to stay faithful during the momentous events to come.
[Footnotes]
If a young man demonstrates Christian maturity, is humble, and meets the other Scriptural qualifications, the elders might recommend him for appointment as a ministerial servant even if he is not yet 20 years old.​—1 Tim. 3:8-10, 12; see the July 1, 1989, issue of The Watchtower, page 29.
You might use in your discussion the points found in The Watchtower, April 15, 2012, pages 14-16, paragraphs 8-13; and “Keep Yourselves in God’s Love,” chapter 16, paragraphs 1-3.
[Study Questions]
 1. (a) What have God’s servants long understood about training, and how does this apply today? (b) What will we consider in this article?
 2. Before teaching a learner a set of skills, what may an elder want to do, and why?
 3. (a) How might Jesus’ words found at Mark 12:29, 30 be used in a conversation with a learner? (b) What effect may a prayer said by an elder have on the learner?
 4. (a) Give examples of Bible accounts that stimulate a learner’s spiritual development. (b) What goal do elders have in mind when training others?
 5. (a) How important is it to speak with a learner about spiritual goals? (b) Why should elders train those who are still young? (See footnote.)
 6. What was an important aspect of Jesus’ way of training others?
7, 8. (a) How can elders today imitate Jesus’ way of training? (b) How important is it to commend a learner? (c) What suggestions can help elders to train others? (See the box “How to Train Others.”)
 9. (a) With regard to training, what challenge faces some elders in affluent lands? (b) Why has the truth not come first in the life of some younger brothers?
10, 11. (a) How may an elder gradually help a brother who appears to be disengaged to change his mind-set? (b) What Scriptural thoughts could an elder consider with such a brother, and why? (See footnote.)
12, 13. (a) What disposition did Elisha show as a learner? (b) How did Jehovah reward Elisha for his faithfulness?
14. (a) How can learners today imitate Elisha? (b) Why is it so important for a learner to be faithful?
15, 16. (a) In what ways did Elisha show respect for his teacher? (See opening image.) (b) What was it about Elisha that reassured his fellow prophets?
17. (a) How can learners today imitate Elisha’s disposition? (b) In time, how may Jehovah use faithful learners?
18. Why is the training of brothers in the congregations of high priority today?
[Box on page 8]
How to Train Others
ELDERS who are successful in training others offer these suggestions:
1. Be an example in word and deed.
2. Encourage the learner to deepen his spirituality by reading the Bible through in one year.
3. Work together in the field service.
4. Teach him to conduct meaningful meetings for field service.
5. When you give a public talk, have him follow along in the outline so that he can see how you developed it.
6. Occasionally, invite him and his family to join you for your family worship.
7. Ask him and his family to go with you and your family to preach in unassigned or seldom-worked territory.
[Footnote]
These suggestions were tried with good results by elders in Africa, the Americas, Asia, Australia, and Europe.
​[Picture on page 11]
Explain why a task needs to be done, and give commendation for the effort that is put forth to accomplish it (See paragraphs 5-8)
​​​​​​​









^ ***sjj song 103 Shepherds—Gifts in Men***
SONG 103
Shepherds​—Gifts in Men
(Ephesians 4:8)
1. Help in our lives, Jehovah provides,
Shepherds to tend his flock.
By their example they serve as guides,
Showing us how to walk.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
2. Shepherds who love us care how we feel;
Gently they guide the way.
When we are hurt, they help us to heal,
Kind in the words they say.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
3. Godly advice and counsel they give,
That we may never stray.
Thus they assist us, God’s way to live,
Serving him ev’ry day.
(CHORUS)
God gives us men who have earned our trust,
Men who are loyal and true.
They show concern for his precious sheep;
Love them for all that they do.
(See also Isa. 32:1, 2; Jer. 3:15; John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28.)



^ ***sjj song 99 Myriads of Brothers***
SONG 99
Myriads of Brothers
(Revelation 7:9, 10)
1. Myriads on myriads of brothers,
Millions for all to see,
Each one a faithful witness,
Firm in integrity.
Myriads we are on myriads,
Growing, a mighty crowd,
From ev’ry nation and tribe and tongue,
We praise our God aloud.
2. Myriads on myriads of brothers,
We preach both far and near
“Good news of something better,”
Which millions long to hear.
And as we keep on preaching,
Though we at times are stressed,
Jesus refreshes the weary souls;
He gives us peace and rest.
3. Myriads on myriads of brothers,
God keeps us in his sight,
Safe in his earthly courtyards,
Serving him day and night.
Myriads we are on myriads,
With Kingdom news we go,
God’s fellow workers we have become,
Serving him here below.
(See also Isa. 52:7; Matt. 11:29; Rev. 7:15.)









^ ***sjj song 90 Encourage One Another***
SONG 90
Encourage One Another
(Hebrews 10:24, 25)
1. As we encourage one another
To serve Jehovah faithfully,
We find the bonds of love are strengthened;
Fine works bring peace and unity.
The love we find among God’s people
Gives each the courage to endure.
Our congregation is a refuge,
A place where we can feel secure.
2. A word when spoken at the right time
Is, oh, how comforting to hear!
We hear these words of consolation
From friends so faithful and so dear.
How good it is to work together
With those whose hopes and goals we share!
We seek to strengthen one another
And help each one his burden bear.
3. As we with eyes of faith are seeing
The nearness of Jehovah’s day,
We need our gathering together
To keep us walking in the way.
United with Jehovah’s people,
We hope to serve eternally.
So we encourage one another
To hold to our integrity.
(See also Luke 22:32; Acts 14:21, 22; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 5:14.)



^ ***sjj song 111 Our Reasons for Joy***
SONG 111
Our Reasons for Joy
(Matthew 5:12)
1. Our reasons for joy are abundant,
Like riches increasing in worth.
Those precious to God from all nations
Are joining us in all the earth.
The joy in our heart is well-founded,
With roots reaching deep in God’s Word.
We daily partake of its teachings;
Faith follows the things we have heard.
Our causes for joy are deep-seated,
Like embers that burn in our hearts.
Though troubles and trials beset us,
Endurance Jehovah imparts.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah our God is our joy,
The work of his hands our delight.
How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,
Abounding in goodness and might!
2. We gladly behold his productions,
The heavens, the sea, and the land.
We gaze at the book of creation,
Applauding the work of his hands.
Triumphantly we now bear witness,
Proclaiming the Kingdom of God.
The news of its birth and its blessings,
We joyously spread all abroad.
Eternal rejoicing approaches,
Like daylight that follows the night.
The promised new earth and new heavens
Will bring everlasting delight.
(CHORUS)
Jehovah our God is our joy,
The work of his hands our delight.
How deep are his thoughts, how great are his works,
Abounding in goodness and might!
(See also Deut. 16:15; Isa. 12:6; John 15:11.)



^ ***w11 9/1 p. 29 A Man Agreeable to Jehovah’s Heart***
Just how old David was when this happened is not stated. Some time later, however, the three oldest brothers, Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah, were serving in Saul’s army. Perhaps the other five were too young to accompany them. It is possible that none of them were yet 20 years old, the age at which men joined Israel’s army. (Numbers 1:3; 1 Samuel 17:13) In any case, David was very young when Jehovah chose him. Yet, it would seem that David was already a very spiritually-minded person. He evidently had a close relationship with Jehovah, which he developed by pondering over what he knew about God.
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The Seed of Promise

INDICTMENT

The Seed of the Serpent
the International Eible Students, in convention assembled, declare our unqualifed aleglance to Chist,
who s now.present and settlng up Hls Kingdom, and to that Kingdom. 7
We belleve thnt every consectated chlld of God 1s an ambassador for Chelt and fs duty-bound to give &
falthtul and true witness on bebalf of Hs kingdom. As ambassadors for Clirist, and wihout assuming any sef.
righteousness, wo belleve and hold that God has commissioned us to “prociaim the day of vengeance of our God
and to comfort all that mourn.—Isulah G1:2.

We belleve and hold that It is God's due time for His displeasure to be cxpressed against wicked systems
that have blinded the people to the truth and thereby deprived them of peace and hope; and 1o the cnd hat the
Deople mIgHE kuow the truth aad recelve some comfort and hope for fature blossings we present this Indictment,
based upon the Word of God, aud palat to the divine plan as the remedy for man's eomplete relet.

We present and chargo that Sutan formed a conspiracy for the purpose of keeping the people In ignorance
of God's provision for blessingthem with life, iberty and happiness  and that others, to Wit, unfaifhal preachers,
conscienceless profiteers, and unscrupulous poitcians, have entered fnto said conspiracy, gither willigly oF unwill
iogly.

ithful preachers have forrled themselves nto ccclesiastical systems, consisting of councils, synods,
presbyteries, associations, etc, and have designated themselses thercin 15 popes, cardinals, bishons, doctors of di-
vlaity, pastors, shiepherds, reverends, etc, and elocted themselves to such ofices, which aggregation is herein des-
iFmated as “the clergy”; and that these have willingly made commerclal gints' and professional politicians the
principal ones of thelr flocks.

We present and chnrge that the clergy havo yielded to the fomptatlons presented to them by Satan and, con-
traxy to God's Word, have Joined n sald conspiracy, and in furtherance thereof have committed the overt acts
as follows, to wit;

(1) That they have used their spiritual powers, enjoyed by reason of thelr position, to gratify their own selish
desires by feeding:and exalting themselves and falllog and Tefusing to feed or feich the people God's Word of
truth;

(2) That loving the glory of thls world, and desiring to shine before men and have the approval of men,
[Liuke 4:8; James 4:4; 1 John 2: 15] thoy have clothed themselves 1n gaudy apparel, decked themselyes with
Jorwels, and Dave assumed  form of godliness while denying God's Word and the power thereot;

(8) That they have falled and refused to predch to the people the messago of Messiah's kingdom and to poiat
tlem to the evidences relating to His second coming; and belng unwilling to awalt the Lord's due time to et up
His Kingdom and belng ambitious o appear wise and great, they have, together with their coconspirators, claimed
the abilty to set up God's kingdom on earth without God, and have enorsed the League of Nations aod deciared It
0 bo “the palitical expression of God's kingdom on carth”, therebs breaking their allogiance to the Lord Jesus
Christ and declaring their alleglance to the devil, the £0d of evil; and to this end they have advoeuted and sanctl-
fled war, turned their church edifices Into recruitiag stations, acted 45 recrulting officers for pay, and preached
men.into the trenches, there to suffer and dle; and whea the Lord prescnted to them the clear and tndlsputable
‘proof that the old worid has ended and that Fis kingdom 1 at hand, they havo scoffed at and rejected the testic
mon, perseepted, arrested And consed the Imprisonment of eitnesse: ©ox tho Lord.

DOCTRINES

We further present and charge that the clergy as a class have constitnted themselves the fountain of doctrines
which, in the furtherance of said conspiracy, they havo sent forth to the people; claiming such doctrines to be the
teachings of God's Word, well kuowing the same to bo untrue, 1n this, to wit:

(1) That they falsely claim to be the divinely appointed successors to tho Inspired apostles of Jesus Christ;
whereas the Scriptures clearly show that there aro no successors to,the Lord's apostles;

(2) That they claim the sole right to Interpret the Seriptures, ana fhat therefore they alone know what the
people siould believe; aud by this means they have kept the people-in Izuorance of the Bible: and now in this
tlme of inerensed knowiedge and much reading, when the people might read and understand, these selt-constituted
“successars to the apostles” disconrago the people from reading the Bible and Bible literature, deny the Inspira-
tion of the Scriptures, teach evolution, and by these means turn the minds of the people away from God and His
Word of truth;

(8) That they have taught and teach the divire right of Kings to rulo the peoples, claiming such rule o be.
the Kingdom of God on earth; they hold that they and the principal of thelr flocks are commissioned of God to
direct the policy and courso of the nations, and that If the people do not submissively concur in such policies then
tho peaple are unpatiotie or disloyal;

(4) Thit they are the authors of the unreasonable and false doctrine of the trinity, by which they claim and
teach that Jehovab, Jesus, and the Holy Spirt are three persons in one, which fallacy the admit cannot be under-
stood nor explained ; that. this false doctrine hus Blindod the people to the true meanius of the great Funsom sue-
Fiice of Jesus Chris, hrough which men can be saved;

(6) That they teach and have taught tho false doctrine of human fmmortality ; that 1s to say, that all men
‘are created Immortal souls, which eannot die; which doctrine they well know to be false, for It 18 based exclu-
sively upon the statement of Satan, which statement Jesus declares to bo . great e (John 8:44);

(6) “That they preach and tench the doctrine of eternal torment; that 18 to say, that the penalty for sin is
conselons torment in hell, eternal In duration; whereas they know that the Bible teaches that the wages of sin Is
deatt; that hell s the state of death or tho fomb; that the dead. are unconscious until the resurreetion, and that
the ransom sacrifice Is provided that all in due time may have an opportunity to belleve and obey the Lord and
live, while the wiifally wieked azo to bo punished with an everlasting destruction;.

(7) That they deny the right of the Lord to establish His kingdom on earth, well knowing that Jesus taught
that He would come azain at the end of the Wworld, and that the fact of that time would be made known by the
‘nations of Christendom engaging in n world war, quickly followed by famine, pestllence, sevolations, the return
Of God's favor.£o the Jews, distress and perplexIty of the nations; and that during such time the God of heaven
‘would set up s kingdom, which wil stund forever (Dantel 2: 44) ; that lgnoring and refusing to consider these
plain truths and evidences, they have willingly gone on o darkness, fogother wih (heir allie, profiteers and poll-
icians, in an attempt to sét up a world power for the purpose of ruling and keeping the people fn subjection,
all of which Is contrary to the Word of God and against His dignity and good name.

‘The doetrines taught by the clerzy and thelr courso of actlon hereln stated are admitted ; and upon the undis-
puted facts and upon the law of God's Word they stand confessedly guilty before God and in the. cyes of the
world upon every chargo In this Indletment.

‘Upon the authority of the propheey of God's Word now belng fulfled, we declare that this s the day of God's
‘wrath upon Christendom; and that Fe stands In the midst of the mighty and controlllng factors of the world, to
wit, the clergy and the principal of their flocks, to udge and to espress His righteous Indignation agatast ihem
‘and thelr vnriglteous systems and doctrines.

We further declare that tho only hopo for the peace and happiness of the peoples of earth fs Messials king-
om, for which Jesus taught His followers o pray.

Therefore w call upon the peoples and nations of carth to witness that fhe statements here made are true;
and. in order that tho people might, In this time of perplosity and distress, have hope and comfort, we rgo upon
them prayerfal and dillgent stady of the Bible, that the might learn therefrom that God thrassh Christ qnd s
Kingalom has a complete and adequate plan for the blessing of mankind upon cutth with peace and prosperity, Iib-
erty, happiness and eternal lfe, and that His Kingdom is at hand.

o
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