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[image: Jehovah’s Witnesses in Albania offer a Memorial invitation to a man]
Inviting people to the Lord’s Evening Meal in Albania






Sample Presentations




THE WATCHTOWER




[image: The Watchtower No. 2 2017 | Will You Accept God’s Greatest Gift?]


Question: In your opinion, what is the greatest gift that God has ever given us?

Scripture: Joh 3:16

Offer: This issue of The Watchtower highlights why God sent Jesus to earth to die for us and how we can show appreciation for that gift.







WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD?




[image: What Is the Kingdom of God?]


Question: [Show the front of the tract.] How would you answer this question? Is the Kingdom of God something within your heart? a figure of speech? or a government in heaven?

Scripture: Da 2:44; Isa 9:6, ftn.

Offer: This tract explains what God’s Kingdom can mean for you.







MEMORIAL INVITATION




[image: 2017 Memorial invitation]


Offer: We’re inviting people to a very important event. [Offer the invitation.] On April 11, millions around the world will gather to remember the death of Jesus and to hear a free Bible talk about how his death can benefit us. This invitation shows the time and location of the meeting being held in our area. We hope you can join us.







BUILD YOUR OWN PRESENTATION


Use the format in the preceding examples to create your own field service presentation.









^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (Isa. 9:6) For a child has been born to us, A son has been given to us; And the rulership* will rest on his shoulder. His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

Or “government; princely rule.”







March 6-12

JEREMIAH 1-4





	  Song 7 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “I Am With You to Save You”: (10 min.)

	[Play the video Introduction to Jeremiah.]



	Jer 1:6—Jeremiah was reluctant to accept a new assignment (w11 3/15 29 ¶4)



	Jer 1:7-10, 17-19—Jehovah promised to strengthen and help Jeremiah (w05 12/15 23 ¶18; jr 88 ¶14-15)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Jer 2:13, 18—What two bad things did the unfaithful Israelites do? (w07 3/15 9 ¶8)



	Jer 4:10—In what sense had Jehovah “deceived” his people? (w07 3/15 9 ¶4)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 4:1-10










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Prepare This Month’s Presentations: (15 min.) Discussion based on “Sample Presentations.” Play each presentation video, and then discuss the highlights.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 18



	  Organizational Accomplishments: (7 min.) Play the Organizational Accomplishments video for March.



	  Memorial Campaign to Begin March 18: (8 min.) Talk by the service overseer based on the February 2016 Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, page 8. Distribute a copy of the Memorial invitation to all in the audience, and review its contents. Outline local arrangements for covering the territory.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 9 ¶10-15, the chart “Growing Number of Bible Studies,” and the boxes “Jehovah Made It Possible” and “How ‘the Small One’ Has Become ‘a Mighty Nation’”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 110 and Prayer















^ (Jer. 1:6) But I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! I do not know how to speak, for I am just a boy.”*

Or “young person.”


^ (Jer. 1:7-10) Jehovah then said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am just a boy.’ For you must go to all those to whom I send you, And you should say everything that I command you.  8 Do not be afraid because of their appearance, For ‘I am with you to save you,’ declares Jehovah.” 9 Then Jehovah stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. And Jehovah said to me: “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, I have commissioned you this day to be over the nations and over the kingdoms, to uproot and to pull down, to destroy and to tear down, to build and to plant.”



^ (Jer. 1:17-19) But you should prepare for action,* And you must stand up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not be terrified of them, So that I do not terrify you before them. 18 For today I have made you a fortified city, An iron pillar, and copper walls against all the land, Toward the kings of Judah and her princes, Toward her priests and the people of the land. 19 And they will certainly fight against you, But they will not prevail against you,* For ‘I am with you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to save you.’”

Lit., “gird up your hips.”
Or “defeat you.”


^ (Jer. 2:13) ‘Because my people have done two bad things: They have abandoned me, the source of living water, And dug* for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, that cannot hold water.’

Or “hewed out,” likely from rock.


^ (Jer. 2:18) Now why do you wish for the way to Egypt To drink the waters of Shiʹhor?* Why do you wish for the way to As·syrʹi·a To drink the waters of the River?*

That is, a branch of the Nile River.
That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Jer. 4:10) Then I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Truly you have utterly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats.”*

Or “when the sword has reached our soul.”


^ (Jer. 4:1-10) “If you will return, O Israel,” declares Jehovah, “If you will return to me And if you will remove your disgusting idols from before me, Then you will not be a fugitive.  2 And if you swear, ‘As surely as Jehovah is alive!’ in truth, justice, and righteousness, Then the nations will obtain a blessing for themselves by him, And in him they will boast.” 3 For this is what Jehovah says to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem: “Plow for yourselves arable land, And do not keep sowing among thorns.  4 Circumcise yourselves to Jehovah, And remove the foreskins of your hearts, You men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, So that my wrath may not blaze up like a fire And burn with no one to extinguish it, Because of your evil deeds.”  5 Declare it in Judah, and proclaim it in Jerusalem. Shout and blow a horn throughout the land. Call out loudly and say: “Gather together, And let us flee into the fortified cities.  6 Raise a signal* toward Zion. Seek shelter, and do not stand still,” For I am bringing in calamity from the north, a great crash.  7 He has emerged like a lion from his thicket; The destroyer of nations has set out. He has gone out from his place to make your land an object of horror. Your cities will be reduced to ruins, without an inhabitant.  8 Therefore, put on sackcloth, Mourn* and wail, Because the burning anger of Jehovah has not turned away from us.  9 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “the heart* of the king will fail him, Also the heart* of the princes; The priests will be horrified, and the prophets will be amazed.” 10 Then I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Truly you have utterly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats.”*

Or “signal pole.”
Or “Beat your chests.”
Or “courage.”
Or “courage.”
Or “when the sword has reached our soul.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JEREMIAH 1-4

“I Am With You to Save You”





Jeremiah may have been close to 25 years old when Jehovah appointed him as a prophet. Jeremiah felt unqualified for the responsibility, but Jehovah reassured him of His continued support.



[image: The prophet Jeremiah is put in stocks, is rescued from a miry cistern, and weeps over Jerusalem’s destruction]


	647

Jeremiah appointed as a prophet



	607

Jerusalem destroyed



	580

Writing completed





All dates B.C.E.











March 13-19

JEREMIAH 5-7





	  Song 37 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “They Stopped Doing God’s Will”: (10 min.)

	Jer 6:13-15—Jeremiah exposed the nation’s sins (w88 4/1 11-12 ¶7-8)



	Jer 7:1-7—Jehovah tried to move them to repentance (w88 4/1 12 ¶9-10)



	Jer 7:8-15—Israel believed that Jehovah would not take action (jr 21 ¶12)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Jer 6:16—What was Jehovah urging his people to do? (w05 11/1 23 ¶11)



	Jer 6:22, 23—Why could it be said that a people would be “coming from the land of the north”? (w88 4/1 13 ¶15)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 5:26–6:5










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) T-36—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) T-36—Discuss “To Think About.” Invite the person to the Memorial.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 1—Invite the person to the Memorial.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 123



	  “Who Are Doing Jehovah’s Will Today?—How to Use It”: (15 min.) Begin with a five-minute discussion of the article. Afterward, play and discuss the video that shows how lesson 8 of the brochure might be considered with a Bible student. Encourage everyone who conducts a Bible study to use the brochure each week.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 9 ¶16-21 and the boxes “How Two Tracts Touched Two Hearts in the Amazon” and “How Real Is the Kingdom to You?”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 75 and Prayer















^ (Jer. 6:13-15) “For from the least to the greatest, each one is making dishonest gain; From the prophet to the priest, each one is practicing fraud. 14 And they try to heal the breakdown* of my people lightly,* saying, ‘There is peace! There is peace!’ When there is no peace. 15 Do they feel ashamed of the detestable things they have done? They feel no shame at all! They do not even know how to feel humiliated! So they will fall among the fallen. When I bring punishment on them they will stumble,” says Jehovah.

Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”


^ (Jer. 7:1-7) This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Stand in the gate of the house of Jehovah and proclaim there this message, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, all you people of Judah who enter these gates to bow down to Jehovah. 3 This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Reform your ways and your actions, and I will allow you to keep residing in this place. 4 Do not put your trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is* the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah!’ 5 For if you truly reform your ways and actions; if you truly uphold justice between a man and his neighbor; 6 if you do not oppress foreign residents, orphans,* and widows; if you do not shed innocent blood in this place; and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm; 7 then I will allow you to keep residing in this place, in the land I gave to your forefathers for all time.”’”*

Lit., “They are,” referring to all the buildings of the temple complex.
Or “fatherless children.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”


^ (Jer. 7:8-15) “But you are putting your trust in deceptive words—it will bring absolutely no benefit. 9 Can you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make sacrifices* to Baʹal, and follow after gods you had not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house that bears my name and say, ‘We will be saved,’ despite your doing all these detestable things? 11 Has this house that bears my name become a cave of robbers in your eyes? Here I have seen it for myself,” declares Jehovah. 12 “‘However, go now to my place in Shiʹloh, where I first caused my name to reside, and see what I did to it because of the badness of my people Israel. 13 But you kept doing all these things,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and even though I spoke to you again and again,* you did not listen. I kept calling you, but you would not answer. 14 So I will do to the house that bears my name, in which you are trusting, and to this place that I gave to you and your forefathers, just as I did to Shiʹloh. 15 I will throw you out of my sight, just as I threw out all your brothers, all the descendants of Eʹphra·im.’

Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Lit., “rising up early and speaking.”


^ (Jer. 6:16) This is what Jehovah says: “Stand at the crossroads and see. Ask about the ancient roadways, Ask where the good way is, and walk in it, And find rest for yourselves.”* But they say: “We will not walk in it.”

Or “your souls.”


^ (Jer. 6:22, 23) This is what Jehovah says: “Look! A people is coming from the land of the north, And a great nation will be awakened from the remotest parts of the earth. 23 They will grab hold of the bow and the javelin. They are cruel and will have no mercy. Their voice will roar like the sea, And they ride on horses. They draw up in battle order like a man of war against you, O daughter of Zion.”








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JEREMIAH 5-7

They Stopped Doing God’s Will





7:1-4, 8-10, 15

	  Jeremiah boldly exposed the Israelites’ sins and hypocrisy



	  The Israelites considered the temple to be a talisman that would protect them



	  Jehovah let it be known that ritualistic sacrifices did not make up for wrong conduct





Consider: How can I make sure that my worship is in harmony with Jehovah’s will and does not become formalistic?









[image: Jeremiah proclaims Jehovah’s message at the gate of the temple]
Jeremiah in the gate of the house of Jehovah









^ (Jer. 7:1-4) This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Stand in the gate of the house of Jehovah and proclaim there this message, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, all you people of Judah who enter these gates to bow down to Jehovah. 3 This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Reform your ways and your actions, and I will allow you to keep residing in this place. 4 Do not put your trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is* the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah!’

Lit., “They are,” referring to all the buildings of the temple complex.


^ (Jer. 7:8-10) “But you are putting your trust in deceptive words—it will bring absolutely no benefit. 9 Can you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make sacrifices* to Baʹal, and follow after gods you had not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house that bears my name and say, ‘We will be saved,’ despite your doing all these detestable things?

Or “sacrificial smoke.”


^ (Jer. 7:15) I will throw you out of my sight, just as I threw out all your brothers, all the descendants of Eʹphra·im.’









[image: A sister considers a lesson in the Who Are Doing Jehovah’s Will Today? brochure with a Bible student]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Who Are Doing Jehovah’s Will Today?—How to Use It







[image: Table of contents in the Who Are Doing Jehovah’s Will Today? brochure]


The brochure Who Are Doing Jehovah’s Will Today? was designed to be considered with Bible students at the beginning or at the end of each study session.* Lessons 1 to 4 familiarize students with us as a people, lessons 5 to 14 help them learn about our activities, and lessons 15 to 28 show them our organization in action. It is generally best to consider the lessons in order unless a particular one deals with something of immediate interest. Each lesson is only a page long and can be discussed with most students in from five to ten minutes.



	

[image: Lesson 8 in the Who Are Doing Jehovah’s Will Today? brochure]


  Call attention to the question that is the title of the lesson



	  Read the lesson together, either straight through or in sections



	  Discuss what you just read. Make use of the questions at the bottom of the page and the pictures. Read and discuss the cited scriptures as appropriate. Highlight that the bold subheadings answer the title question



	  If there is a “Find Out More” box, read it together and encourage your student to follow through on the suggestion











^ par. 3 The online edition is the most up-to-date version of the brochure.








March 20-26

JEREMIAH 8-11





	  Song 86 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Humans Can Have Success Only With Jehovah’s Guidance”: (10 min.)

	Jer 10:2-5, 14, 15—The gods of the nations are false gods (it-1 555)



	Jer 10:6, 7, 10-13—Unlike the gods of the nations, Jehovah is the only true God (w04 10/1 11 ¶10)



	Jer 10:21-23—Humans cannot have success without Jehovah’s guidance (w15 9/1 15 ¶1)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Jer 9:24—What type of boasting and pride are good? (w13 1/15 20 ¶16)



	Jer 11:10—Why did Jeremiah include the northern ten-tribe kingdom in his pronouncements, even though Samaria had fallen in 740 B.C.E.? (w07 3/15 9 ¶2)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 11:6-16










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Memorial invitation and wp17.2 cover—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Memorial invitation and wp17.2 cover—Lay the groundwork for the next visit.



	  Bible Study: (6 min. or less) ld pp. 4-5 (Student may select which pictures to consider.)—Invite the person to the Memorial.










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 72



	  “Listen to God—How to Use It”: (15 min.) Begin with a five-minute discussion of the article. Afterward, play and discuss the video that shows a portion of a Bible study being conducted using pages 8 and 9 of the brochure. The student is using Listen to God while the teacher is using Listen to God and Live Forever. Encourage the audience to follow along in their copy of Listen to God and Live Forever.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr “Section 3—Kingdom Standards—Seeking God’s Righteousness” and chap. 10 ¶1-7



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 115 and Prayer















^ (Jer. 10:2-5) This is what Jehovah says: “Do not learn the way of the nations, And do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens Because the nations are terrified by them.  3 For the customs of the peoples are a delusion.* It is just a tree of the forest that is cut down, Worked by the hands of the craftsman with his tool.*  4 They adorn it with silver and gold And fasten it with hammer and nails so that it will not fall over.  5 Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, they cannot speak; They have to be carried, for they cannot walk. Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, Nor can they do any good.”

Or “futility.”
Or “billhook.”


^ (Jer. 10:14, 15) Every man acts unreasonably and without knowledge. Every metalworker will be put to shame because of the carved image; For his metal image* is a falsehood, And there is no spirit* in them. 15 They are a delusion,* a work of mockery. When their day of reckoning comes, they will perish.

Or “molten statue.”
Or “breath.”
Or “futility.”


^ (Jer. 10:6, 7) No one is like you, O Jehovah. You are great, and your name is great and mighty.  7 Who should not fear you, O King of the nations, for it is fitting; Because among all the wise ones of the nations and among all their kingdoms, There is no one at all like you.



^ (Jer. 10:10-13) But Jehovah is truly God. He is the living God and the eternal King. Because of his indignation the earth will quake, And no nations will endure his denunciation. 11* This is what you should say to them: “The gods that did not make the heavens and the earth Will perish from the earth and from under these heavens.” 12 He is the Maker of the earth by his power, The One who established the productive land by his wisdom And who stretched out the heavens by his understanding. 13 When he makes his voice heard, The waters in the heavens are in turmoil, And he causes clouds* to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for* the rain, And he brings the wind out of his storehouses.

Vs. 11 was originally written in Aramaic.
Or “vapors.”
Or possibly, “makes sluices for.”


^ (Jer. 10:21-23) For the shepherds have behaved senselessly, And they have not inquired of Jehovah. That is why they have not acted with insight, And all their flocks have been scattered.” 22 Listen! A report! It is coming! A great pounding from the land of the north, To make the cities of Judah desolate, a lair of jackals. 23 I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.



^ (Jer. 9:24) “But let the one boasting boast about this: That he has insight and knowledge of me, That I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, For in these things I take delight,” declares Jehovah.



^ (Jer. 11:10) They have returned to the errors of their forefathers of old, who refused to obey my words. They too have followed other gods and have served them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their forefathers.








TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JEREMIAH 8-11

Humans Can Have Success Only With Jehovah’s Guidance




Humans have neither the ability nor the right to govern themselves


10:21-23

	  Because Israel’s spiritual shepherds did not inquire of Jehovah, the people were scattered



[image: Israel’s spiritual shepherds inquire of false gods; Jerusalem is destroyed]




	  Those who followed Jehovah’s direction had peace, happiness, and prosperity



[image: An Israelite man reads God’s laws and enjoys peace, happiness, and prosperity with his family]














^ (Jer. 10:21-23) For the shepherds have behaved senselessly, And they have not inquired of Jehovah. That is why they have not acted with insight, And all their flocks have been scattered.” 22 Listen! A report! It is coming! A great pounding from the land of the north, To make the cities of Judah desolate, a lair of jackals. 23 I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Listen to God—How to Use It







[image: Listen to God]


The brochure Listen to God was designed to teach basic Bible truths visually to those who find it challenging to learn from text. Each two-page lesson features carefully prepared illustrations with arrows to guide the discussion from one illustration to the next.

The brochure Listen to God and Live Forever has the same illustrations as does Listen to God, but the former has more text and can be used by students who have some reading ability. Publishers often prefer to use it as a teacher’s copy when their student is using Listen to God. Many of the pages contain a box with additional information that could be discussed, depending on the ability of the student.



[image: A sister uses the Listen to God and Live Forever brochure while her Bible student uses the Listen to God brochure]


You may offer either brochure at any time, even if it is not the offer for the month. When conducting a Bible study, use the illustrations to explain the Bible record. Ask questions to involve the student and to make sure he understands. Read and discuss the scriptures at the bottom of each page. After completing the brochure, study What Does the Bible Really Teach? or What Can the Bible Teach Us? to help your student progress to baptism.









[image: Lesson from Listen to God brochure about Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden]






March 27–April 2

JEREMIAH 12-16





	  Song 128 and Prayer



	  Opening Comments (3 min. or less)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD


	  “Israel Forgot Jehovah”: (10 min.)

	Jer 13:1-5—Jeremiah obeyed God’s instructions to hide a linen belt, although it took great effort (jr 51 ¶17)



	Jer 13:6, 7—When Jeremiah made the long trek to retrieve the belt, he found that it was ruined (jr 52 ¶18)



	Jer 13:8-11—Jehovah was illustrating that the close relationship that he had with the Israelites would be ruined because of their stubbornness (jr 52 ¶19-20; it-1 1121 ¶2)







	  Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)

	Jer 12:1, 2, 14—What was Jeremiah’s question, and what was Jehovah’s answer? (jr 118 ¶11)



	Jer 15:17—What was Jeremiah’s view of associations, and how can we imitate him? (w04 5/1 12 ¶16)



	What does this week’s Bible reading teach me about Jehovah?



	What points from this week’s Bible reading can I use in the field ministry?







	  Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Jer 13:15-27










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY


	  Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Memorial invitation and video—Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	  Return Visit: (4 min. or less) Memorial invitation and video—Lay the groundwork for the next visit.



	  Talk: (6 min.) w16.03 29-31—Theme: When Were God’s People Held Captive by Babylon the Great?










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS


	  Song 79



	  “Help Your Family to Remember Jehovah”: (15 min.) Discussion. Start by playing the video “These Words . . . Must Be on Your Heart”—Family Interviews.



	  Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) kr chap. 10 ¶8-11 and the boxes “‘Christmas, Its Origin and Purpose’” and “Exposing Other Holidays and Celebrations”



	  Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)



	  Song 48 and Prayer















^ (Jer. 13:1-5) This is what Jehovah told me: “Go and buy a linen belt for yourself and put it around your waist, but do not dip it in water.” 2 So I bought the belt according to the word of Jehovah and put it around my waist. 3 And the word of Jehovah came to me a second time: 4 “Take the belt that you bought and are wearing and get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and hide it there in a cleft of the crag.” 5 So I went and hid it by the Eu·phraʹtes, just as Jehovah had commanded me.



^ (Jer. 13:6, 7) But many days later Jehovah said to me: “Get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and take from there the belt that I commanded you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Eu·phraʹtes and dug up the belt and took it from the place where I had hidden it, and I saw that the belt had been ruined; it was completely useless.



^ (Jer. 13:8-11) Then the word of Jehovah came to me: 9 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘In the same way I will destroy the pride of Judah and the immense pride of Jerusalem. 10 These evil people who refuse to obey my words, who stubbornly follow their own heart, and who are following other gods, serving and bowing down to them, will become just like this belt that is completely useless.’ 11 ‘For just as a belt clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to become to me a people, a name, a praise, and something beautiful. But they did not obey.’



^ (Jer. 12:1, 2) You are righteous, O Jehovah, when I make my complaint to you, When I speak about matters of justice with you. But why is the way of wicked ones successful, And why are the treacherous unworried?  2 You planted them, and they have taken root. They have grown and produced fruit. You are on their lips, but far away from their innermost thoughts.*

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”


^ (Jer. 12:14) This is what Jehovah says against all my wicked neighbors, who are touching the inheritance that I caused my people Israel to possess: “Here I am uprooting them from their land, and I will uproot the house of Judah from among them.



^ (Jer. 15:17) I do not sit in the company of merrymakers and rejoice. Because your hand is upon me, I sit alone, For you have filled me with indignation.*

Or “a message of denunciation.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD | JEREMIAH 12-16

Israel Forgot Jehovah





Jeremiah was given a challenging assignment that would illustrate Jehovah’s determination to bring to ruin the stubborn pride of Judah and Jerusalem.



[image: Jeremiah travels from Jerusalem to the Euphrates River and back]







Jeremiah bought a linen belt


13:1, 2

	  The belt clinging to the waist symbolized the close relationship that was possible between Jehovah and the nation










Jeremiah took the belt to the Euphrates River


13:3-5

	  He hid it in the cleft of a crag, and he then returned to Jerusalem










Jeremiah returned to the Euphrates River to retrieve the belt


13:6, 7

	  The belt was ruined










Jehovah explained the matter after Jeremiah carried out the assignment


13:8-11

	  Jeremiah’s heartfelt obedience in what may have seemed trivial played a role in Jehovah’s efforts to reach the hearts of the people











DID YOU KNOW?


The distance from Jerusalem to the Euphrates River was some 300 miles (500 km). To complete both journeys, Jeremiah would have had to travel about 1,200 miles (2,000 km), likely walking for months.







^ (Jer. 13:1, 2) This is what Jehovah told me: “Go and buy a linen belt for yourself and put it around your waist, but do not dip it in water.” 2 So I bought the belt according to the word of Jehovah and put it around my waist.



^ (Jer. 13:3-5) And the word of Jehovah came to me a second time: 4 “Take the belt that you bought and are wearing and get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and hide it there in a cleft of the crag.” 5 So I went and hid it by the Eu·phraʹtes, just as Jehovah had commanded me.



^ (Jer. 13:6, 7) But many days later Jehovah said to me: “Get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and take from there the belt that I commanded you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Eu·phraʹtes and dug up the belt and took it from the place where I had hidden it, and I saw that the belt had been ruined; it was completely useless.



^ (Jer. 13:8-11) Then the word of Jehovah came to me: 9 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘In the same way I will destroy the pride of Judah and the immense pride of Jerusalem. 10 These evil people who refuse to obey my words, who stubbornly follow their own heart, and who are following other gods, serving and bowing down to them, will become just like this belt that is completely useless.’ 11 ‘For just as a belt clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to become to me a people, a name, a praise, and something beautiful. But they did not obey.’








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Help Your Family to Remember Jehovah





Jeremiah was commissioned to warn the Jews of an impending destruction because they had forgotten their God, Jehovah. (Jer 13:25) How did the nation get to this sad spiritual state? Israelite families had lost their spirituality. Evidently family heads were not following Jehovah’s direction recorded at Deuteronomy 6:5-7.



[image: A single-parent family enjoys Family Worship; a family uses a map of Bible lands during Family Worship]


Spiritually strong families contribute to the stability of our congregations today. Family heads can help their family to remember Jehovah by means of a regular and meaningful Family Worship program. (Ps 22:27) After watching the video “These Words . . . Must Be on Your Heart”—Family Interviews, answer these questions:

	How have some families successfully confronted the common challenges to family worship?



	What are some of the rewards of having a regular and meaningful Family Worship program?



	When it comes to family worship, what challenges do I have, and how do I plan to address them?













^ (Jer. 13:25) This is your lot, the portion that I have measured out to you,” declares Jehovah, “Because you have forgotten me and you trust in lies.



^ (Deut. 6:5-7) You must love Jehovah your God with all your heart and all your soul* and all your strength.* 6 These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

See Glossary.
Or “vital force; resources.”
Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Ps. 22:27) All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to Jehovah. All the families of the nations will bow down before you.







1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8









^ (Jer. 1:1-4:31) These are the words of Jeremiah* the son of Hil·kiʹah, one of the priests in Anʹa·thoth in the land of Benjamin. 2 The word of Jehovah came to him in the days of Jo·siʹah the son of Aʹmon, the king of Judah, in the 13th year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days of Je·hoiʹa·kim the son of Jo·siʹah, the king of Judah, until the completion of the 11th year of Zed·e·kiʹah the son of Jo·siʹah, the king of Judah, until Jerusalem went into exile in the fifth month. 4 The word of Jehovah came to me, saying:  5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew* you, And before you were born* I sanctified you.* I made you a prophet to the nations.”  6 But I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! I do not know how to speak, for I am just a boy.”*  7 Jehovah then said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am just a boy.’ For you must go to all those to whom I send you, And you should say everything that I command you.  8 Do not be afraid because of their appearance, For ‘I am with you to save you,’ declares Jehovah.” 9 Then Jehovah stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. And Jehovah said to me: “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, I have commissioned you this day to be over the nations and over the kingdoms, to uproot and to pull down, to destroy and to tear down, to build and to plant.” 11 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” So I said: “I see the branch of an almond tree.”* 12 Jehovah said to me: “You have seen correctly, for I am wide awake concerning my word to carry it out.” 13 The word of Jehovah came to me a second time, saying: “What do you see?” So I said: “I see a boiling* pot,* and its mouth is tilted away from the north.” 14 Then Jehovah said to me: “Out of the north the calamity will break loose Against all the inhabitants of the land. 15 For ‘I am summoning all the families of the kingdoms of the north,’ declares Jehovah, ‘And they will come; each one will set up his throne At the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, Against her walls all around And against all the cities of Judah. 16 And I will declare my judgments against them over all their wickedness, Because they have abandoned me, And they are making sacrificial smoke to other gods And bowing down to the works of their own hands.’ 17 But you should prepare for action,* And you must stand up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not be terrified of them, So that I do not terrify you before them. 18 For today I have made you a fortified city, An iron pillar, and copper walls against all the land, Toward the kings of Judah and her princes, Toward her priests and the people of the land. 19 And they will certainly fight against you, But they will not prevail against you,* For ‘I am with you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to save you.’” 
2 The word of Jehovah came to me, saying: 2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “I well remember the devotion* of your youth, The love you showed when you were engaged to marry, How you followed me in the wilderness, In a land not sown with seed.  3 Israel was holy to Jehovah, the firstfruits of his harvest.”’ ‘Anyone devouring him would become guilty. Disaster would come upon them,’ declares Jehovah.”  4 Hear the word of Jehovah, O house of Jacob, And all you families of the house of Israel.  5 This is what Jehovah says: “What fault did your forefathers find in me, So that they strayed so far from me, And they walked after worthless idols and became worthless themselves?  6 They did not ask, ‘Where is Jehovah, The One who brought us out of the land of Egypt, Who led us through the wilderness, Through a land of deserts and pits, Through a land of drought and of deep shadow, Through a land where no man travels And where no humans dwell?’  7 I then brought you to a land of orchards, To eat its fruitage and its good things. But you came in and defiled my land; You made my inheritance something detestable.  8 The priests did not ask, ‘Where is Jehovah?’ Those handling the Law did not know me, The shepherds rebelled against me, The prophets prophesied by Baʹal, And they followed those who could bring no benefit.  9 ‘So I will contend further with you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘And I will contend with the sons of your sons.’ 10 ‘But cross over to the coastlands* of the Kitʹtim and see. Yes, send to Keʹdar and consider carefully; See whether anything like this has happened. 11 Has a nation ever changed its gods for those that are not gods? But my own people have exchanged my glory for what is useless. 12 Stare in amazement at this, you heavens; Shudder in absolute horror,’ declares Jehovah, 13 ‘Because my people have done two bad things: They have abandoned me, the source of living water, And dug* for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, that cannot hold water.’ 14 ‘Is Israel a servant or a slave born in the household? Then why has he been given over to plunder? 15 Against him young lions* roar; They have raised their voice. They made his land an object of horror. His cities have been set on fire, so that there is no inhabitant. 16 The people of Noph* and Tahʹpan·es feed on the crown of your head. 17 Have you not brought this on yourself By abandoning Jehovah your God While he was leading you in the way? 18 Now why do you wish for the way to Egypt To drink the waters of Shiʹhor?* Why do you wish for the way to As·syrʹi·a To drink the waters of the River?* 19 Your wickedness should correct you, And your own unfaithfulness should reprove you. Know and realize how bad and bitter it is To abandon Jehovah your God; You have shown no fear of me,’ declares the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies. 20 ‘For long ago I smashed your yoke And tore off your shackles. But you said: “I am not going to serve,” For on every high hill and under every luxuriant tree You were lying sprawled out, prostituting yourself. 21 I planted you as a choice red vine, all of it pure seed; So how have you turned into the degenerate shoots of a foreign vine before me?’ 22 ‘Though you should wash with soda* and use much lye,* Your guilt would still be a stain before me,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 23 How can you say, ‘I have not defiled myself. I have not followed the Baʹals’? Look at your way in the valley. Consider what you have done. You are like a swift, young she-camel, Aimlessly running back and forth in her ways, 24 A wild donkey accustomed to the wilderness, Sniffing the wind in her lust.* Who can restrain her when she is in heat? None of those looking for her will need to weary themselves. In her season* they will find her. 25 Keep your feet from going bare And your throat from thirst. But you said, ‘It is hopeless! No! I have fallen in love with strangers,* And I will follow them.’ 26 Like the shame of a thief when he is caught, So the house of Israel has been put to shame, They, their kings and their princes, Their priests and their prophets. 27 They say to a tree, ‘You are my father,’ And to a stone, ‘You gave birth to me.’ But to me they turn their back and not their face. And in the time of their calamity they will say, ‘Rise up and save us!’ 28 Now where are your gods that you made for yourself? Let them rise up if they can save you in your time of calamity, For your gods have become as numerous as your cities, O Judah. 29 ‘Why do you keep contending against me? Why have all of you rebelled against me?’ declares Jehovah. 30 I have struck your sons in vain. They would accept no discipline; Your own sword devoured your prophets, Like a marauding lion. 31 O generation, consider for yourselves the word of Jehovah. Have I become like a wilderness to Israel Or a land of oppressive darkness? Why have these, my people, said, ‘We roam freely. We will come to you no more’? 32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments, A bride her breastbands?* And yet my own people have forgotten me for countless days. 33 How skillfully, O woman, you set your course to seek love! You have trained yourself in the ways of wickedness. 34 Even your skirts are stained with the blood of the innocent poor ones,* Though I did not find them in the act of breaking in; It is on all your skirts. 35 But you say, ‘I am innocent. Surely his anger has turned back from me.’ Now I am bringing judgment against you Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 36 Why do you treat so lightly your unstable course? You will become ashamed of Egypt too, Just as you became ashamed of As·syrʹi·a. 37 For this reason also you will go out with your hands on your head, For Jehovah has rejected those in whom you put confidence; They will not bring you success.” 
3 People ask: “If a man sends his wife away and she leaves him and becomes another man’s, should he return to her anymore?” Has that land not been utterly polluted? “You have committed prostitution with many companions, And should you now return to me?” declares Jehovah.  2 “Raise your eyes to the bare hills and see. Where have you not been raped? You sat along the roadways for them, Like a nomad* in the wilderness. You keep polluting the land With your prostitution and your wickedness.  3 So showers of rain are withheld, And there is no rain in the spring. You have the brazen look* of a wife who commits prostitution; You refuse to feel shame.  4 But now you call out to me, ‘My Father, you are the companion of my youth!  5 Should one stay resentful forever, Or always hold a grudge?’ This is what you say, But you keep doing all the evil you are capable of doing.” 6 In the days of King Jo·siʹah, Jehovah said to me: “‘Have you seen what unfaithful Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and underneath every luxuriant tree to commit prostitution. 7 Even after she did all these things, I kept telling her to return to me, but she did not return; and Judah kept watching her treacherous sister. 8 When I saw that, I sent unfaithful Israel away with a full certificate of divorce because of her adultery. But her treacherous sister Judah did not become afraid; she too went out and committed prostitution. 9 She took her prostitution lightly, and she kept polluting the land and committing adultery with stones and with trees. 10 Despite all this, her treacherous sister Judah did not return to me with all her heart, only in pretense,’ declares Jehovah.” 11 Jehovah then said to me: “Unfaithful Israel has shown herself* to be more righteous than treacherous Judah. 12 Go and proclaim these words to the north: “‘“Return, O renegade Israel,” declares Jehovah.’ ‘“I will not look down angrily* on you, for I am loyal,” declares Jehovah.’ ‘“I will not stay resentful forever. 13 Only acknowledge your guilt, for you have rebelled against Jehovah your God. You continued scattering your favors* to strangers* under every luxuriant tree, but you would not obey my voice,” declares Jehovah.’” 14 “Return, you renegade sons,” declares Jehovah. “For I have become your true master;* and I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 15 And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, and they will feed you with knowledge and insight. 16 You will become many and will bear fruit in the land in those days,” declares Jehovah. “No more will they say, ‘The ark of the covenant of Jehovah!’ It will not come up into the heart, nor will they remember it or miss it, and it will not be made again. 17 At that time they will call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah; and all the nations will be brought together to the name of Jehovah at Jerusalem, and they will no longer stubbornly follow their own wicked heart.” 18 “In those days they will walk together, the house of Judah alongside the house of Israel, and together they will come from the land of the north into the land that I gave to your forefathers as an inheritance. 19 And I thought, ‘How I placed you among the sons and gave you the desirable land, the most beautiful inheritance among the nations!’* I also thought that you would call me, ‘My Father!’ and that you would not turn away from following me. 20 ‘Truly as a wife treacherously leaves her husband,* so also you, O house of Israel, have dealt treacherously with me,’ declares Jehovah.” 21 On the bare hills a sound is heard, The weeping and the pleading of the people of Israel, For they have distorted their way; They have forgotten Jehovah their God. 22 “Return, you renegade sons. I will heal your renegade condition.” “Here we are! We have come to you, For you, O Jehovah, are our God. 23 Truly the hills and the turmoil on the mountains are a delusion. Truly in Jehovah our God is the salvation of Israel. 24 But the shameful thing* has consumed the toil of our forefathers since our youth, Their flocks and their herds, Their sons and their daughters. 25 Let us lie down in our shame, And let our disgrace cover us, For we have sinned against Jehovah our God, We and our fathers since our youth until this day, And we have not obeyed the voice of Jehovah our God.” 
4 “If you will return, O Israel,” declares Jehovah, “If you will return to me And if you will remove your disgusting idols from before me, Then you will not be a fugitive.  2 And if you swear, ‘As surely as Jehovah is alive!’ in truth, justice, and righteousness, Then the nations will obtain a blessing for themselves by him, And in him they will boast.” 3 For this is what Jehovah says to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem: “Plow for yourselves arable land, And do not keep sowing among thorns.  4 Circumcise yourselves to Jehovah, And remove the foreskins of your hearts, You men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, So that my wrath may not blaze up like a fire And burn with no one to extinguish it, Because of your evil deeds.”  5 Declare it in Judah, and proclaim it in Jerusalem. Shout and blow a horn throughout the land. Call out loudly and say: “Gather together, And let us flee into the fortified cities.  6 Raise a signal* toward Zion. Seek shelter, and do not stand still,” For I am bringing in calamity from the north, a great crash.  7 He has emerged like a lion from his thicket; The destroyer of nations has set out. He has gone out from his place to make your land an object of horror. Your cities will be reduced to ruins, without an inhabitant.  8 Therefore, put on sackcloth, Mourn* and wail, Because the burning anger of Jehovah has not turned away from us.  9 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “the heart* of the king will fail him, Also the heart* of the princes; The priests will be horrified, and the prophets will be amazed.” 10 Then I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Truly you have utterly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats.”* 11 At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: “A scorching wind from the barren hills of the desert Will sweep down on the daughter of* my people; It is not coming to winnow or to cleanse. 12 The full wind comes from these places at my bidding. Now I will pronounce judgments against them. 13 Look! He will come like rain clouds, And his chariots are like a storm wind. His horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us, for we are ruined! 14 Wash your heart clean of wickedness, O Jerusalem, in order to be saved. How long will you harbor wicked thoughts? 15 For a voice tells the news from Dan, And it proclaims disaster from the mountains of Eʹphra·im. 16 Report it, yes, to the nations; Proclaim it against Jerusalem.” “Sentinels* are coming from a distant land, And they will raise their voices against the cities of Judah. 17 They come against her on all sides like guards of the open field, Because she has rebelled against me,” declares Jehovah. 18 “Your own ways and your actions will be brought upon you. How bitter is your disaster, For it reaches clear to your heart!” 19 O my anguish,* my anguish! I feel great pain in my very heart.* My heart pounds within me. I cannot keep silent, For I have* heard the sound of the horn, The alarm signal of war.* 20 Disaster after disaster has been reported, For the whole land has been destroyed. Suddenly my own tents are destroyed, In a moment my tent cloths. 21 How long will I keep seeing the signal,* Keep hearing the sound of the horn? 22 “For my people are foolish; They take no note of me. They are stupid sons, with no understanding. They are clever* enough when it comes to doing bad, But they do not know how to do good.” 23 I saw the land, and look! it was empty and desolate. I looked at the heavens, and their light was no more. 24 I saw the mountains, and look! they were quaking, And the hills were shaking. 25 I saw, and look! there was no man, And the birds of the heavens had all fled. 26 I saw, and look! the orchard had become a wilderness, And its cities had all been torn down. It was because of Jehovah, Because of his burning anger. 27 For this is what Jehovah says: “The whole land will become desolate, But I will not carry out a complete extermination. 28 For this reason the land will mourn, And the heavens above will become dark. It is because I have spoken, I have decided, And I will not change my mind,* nor will I turn back from it. 29 At the sound of the horsemen and the archers, The entire city flees. They enter into the thickets, And they climb the rocks. Every city is abandoned, And no man dwells in them.” 30 Now that you are devastated, what will you do? You used to clothe yourself with scarlet, To deck yourself with gold ornaments, And to enlarge your eyes with black paint.* But it is in vain that you beautified yourself, For those lusting after you have rejected you; They are now seeking to take your life.* 31 For I have heard the sound like that of a sick woman, The distress like that of a woman giving birth to her first child, The voice of the daughter of Zion who keeps gasping for breath. She says as she spreads out her palms: “Woe to me, for I am* exhausted because of the killers!”

Possibly meaning “Jehovah Exalts.”
Or “chose.”
Lit., “before you came out of the womb.”
Or “set you apart.”
Or “young person.”
Lit., “an awakening one.”
Lit., “blown upon,” indicating a fanned fire underneath.
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pot.”
Lit., “gird up your hips.”
Or “defeat you.”
Or “loyal love.”
Or “islands.”
Or “hewed out,” likely from rock.
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “Memphis.”
That is, a branch of the Nile River.
That is, the Euphrates.
Or “alkali.”
Or “soap.”
Or “at the craving of her soul.”
Lit., “her month.”
Or “foreign gods.”
Or “her wedding sash?”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “an Ara­bian.”
Lit., “the forehead.”
Or “her soul.”
Lit., “make my face fall.”
Lit., “ways.”
Or “foreign gods.”
Or possibly, “your husband.”
Lit., “of the armies of the nations.”
Lit., “companion.”
Or “the shameful god.”
Or “signal pole.”
Or “Beat your chests.”
Or “courage.”
Or “courage.”
Or “when the sword has reached our soul.”
A poetic personification, perhaps expressing pity or sympathy.
Lit., “Watchers,” that is, those watching the city to determine when to attack.
Lit., “my intestines.”
Lit., “in the walls of my heart.”
Or “my soul has.”
Or possibly, “the sound of the battle cry.”
Or “signal pole.”
Or “wise.”
Or “feel regret.”
Or “eye shadow.”
Or “seeking your soul.”
Or “my soul is.”





^ ***sjj song 7 Jehovah, Our Strength***


SONG 7

Jehovah, Our Strength


(Isaiah 12:2)


	1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,

You are our Savior, in you we delight.

We are your Witnesses bearing your news,

Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;

Eyes that are opened now see truth and right.

Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;

Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.

Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.

Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be

Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.









(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)





^ (Isa. 12:2) Look! God is my salvation. I will trust and feel no dread; For Jah* Jehovah is my strength and my might, And he has become my salvation.”

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (2 Sam. 22:3) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 18:2) Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.









^ ***w11 3/15 p. 29 Keep Awake, as Jeremiah Did***

An Urgent Message

 4. What challenges did Jeremiah face in delivering his message, and what made it urgent?

4 Jeremiah may have been close to 25 years old when he received from Jehovah his commission as a watchman. (Jer. 1:1, 2) But he felt like a mere boy, utterly unqualified to speak to the elders of the nation, men advanced in age and having positions of authority. (Jer. 1:6) He had scathing denunciations and fearful judgments to proclaim, especially to the priests, false prophets, and rulers, as well as to those who took “the popular course” and developed “an enduring unfaithfulness.” (Jer. 6:13; 8:5, 6) King Solomon’s glorious temple, which had been the center of true worship for almost four centuries, would be demolished. Jerusalem and Judah would lie desolate, and their inhabitants would be taken captive. Clearly, the message that Jeremiah was commissioned to deliver was urgent!



^ par. 4 (Jer. 1:1, 2) These are the words of Jeremiah* the son of Hil·kiʹah, one of the priests in Anʹa·thoth in the land of Benjamin. 2 The word of Jehovah came to him in the days of Jo·siʹah the son of Aʹmon, the king of Judah, in the 13th year of his reign.

Possibly meaning “Jehovah Exalts.”


^ par. 4 (Jer. 1:6) But I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! I do not know how to speak, for I am just a boy.”*

Or “young person.”


^ par. 4 (Jer. 6:13) “For from the least to the greatest, each one is making dishonest gain; From the prophet to the priest, each one is practicing fraud.



^ par. 4 (Jer. 8:5, 6) Why is this people, Jerusalem, unfaithful with an enduring unfaithfulness? They hold fast to deception; They refuse to turn back.  6 I paid attention and kept listening, but the way they spoke was not right. Not a man repented over his wickedness or asked, ‘What have I done?’ Each one keeps returning to the popular course, like a horse dashing into the battle.









^ ***w05 12/15 pp. 23-24 Whom Do You Obey—God or Men?***

18. (a) In what ways might Jehovah deliver his people? (b) What will be the final outcome?

18 God told the prophet Jeremiah: “I am with you to deliver you.” (Jeremiah 1:8) How might Jehovah deliver us from persecution today? He might raise up a fair-minded judge like Gamaliel. Or he may see to it that a corrupt or antagonistic official is unexpectedly replaced by a more reasonable one. At times, though, Jehovah may permit the persecution of his people to run its course. (2 Timothy 3:12) If God allows us to be persecuted, he will always give us the strength to endure persecution. (1 Corinthians 10:13) And no matter what God permits, we have no doubt as to the final outcome: Those who fight against God’s people are fighting against God, and fighters against God will not prevail.



^ par. 18 (Jer. 1:8) Do not be afraid because of their appearance, For ‘I am with you to save you,’ declares Jehovah.”



^ par. 18 (2 Tim. 3:12) In fact, all those desiring to live with godly devotion in association with Christ Jesus will also be persecuted.



^ par. 18 (1 Cor. 10:13) No temptation has come upon you except what is common to men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along with the temptation he will also make the way out so that you may be able to endure it.









^ ***jr pp. 88-89 “I Will Saturate the Tired Soul”***


WILL YOU REFRESH TIRED SOULS?

14. How in particular did Jeremiah receive encouragement?

14 We do well to give attention to how Jeremiah was encouraged and how he encouraged others who were ‘tired souls.’ (Jer. 31:25) The prophet received encouragement particularly from Jehovah. Think of how built up you would have been to hear Jehovah tell you: “As for me, here I have made you today a fortified city . . . They will be certain to fight against you, but they will not prevail against you, for ‘I am with you,’ is the utterance of Jehovah, ‘to deliver you.’” (Jer. 1:18, 19) With good reason, Jeremiah referred to Jehovah as “my strength and my stronghold, and my place for flight in the day of distress.”—Jer. 16:19.

15, 16. The way that Jehovah encouraged Jeremiah offers what clue as to what we can do to encourage others?

15 It is noteworthy that Jehovah told Jeremiah: “I am with you.” Do you see in that a clue as to what you can do when someone you know needs encouragement? It is one thing to realize that a Christian brother or sister or perhaps a relative has that need; it is another thing to respond effectively to that need. In many cases, the most effective course is to do what God did for Jeremiah—just be with the afflicted one. Then, at some point, offer words of encouragement, but not a torrent of words. Fewer words will likely do more good if they are words chosen to reassure and build up. What you say need not be eloquent. Use simple words that manifest interest, concern, and Christian affection. Words like that can do much good.—Read Proverbs 25:11.





^ par. 14 (Jer. 31:25) For I will satisfy the weary one* and fill each one* who is languishing.”

Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”


^ par. 14 (Jer. 1:18, 19) For today I have made you a fortified city, An iron pillar, and copper walls against all the land, Toward the kings of Judah and her princes, Toward her priests and the people of the land. 19 And they will certainly fight against you, But they will not prevail against you,* For ‘I am with you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to save you.’”

Or “defeat you.”


^ par. 14 (Jer. 16:19) O Jehovah, my strength and my stronghold, My place to flee in the day of distress, To you the nations will come from the ends of the earth, And they will say: “Our forefathers inherited utter falsehood, Futility and useless things of no benefit.”



^ par. 15 (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”








^ ***w07 3/15 p. 9 par. 8 Highlights From the Book of Jeremiah***

2:13, 18. Unfaithful Israelites did two bad things. They left Jehovah, the sure source of blessing, guidance, and protection. And they hewed out for themselves their own figurative cisterns by seeking to make military alliances with Egypt and Assyria. In our time, to abandon the true God in favor of human philosophies and theories and worldly politics is to replace “the source of living water” with “broken cisterns.”



^ par. 8 (Jer. 2:13) ‘Because my people have done two bad things: They have abandoned me, the source of living water, And dug* for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, that cannot hold water.’

Or “hewed out,” likely from rock.


^ par. 8 (Jer. 2:18) Now why do you wish for the way to Egypt To drink the waters of Shiʹhor?* Why do you wish for the way to As·syrʹi·a To drink the waters of the River?*

That is, a branch of the Nile River.
That is, the Euphrates.








^ ***w07 3/15 p. 9 par. 4 Highlights From the Book of Jeremiah***

4:10; 15:18—In what sense did Jehovah deceive his renegade people? In Jeremiah’s day, there were prophets ‘prophesying in falsehood.’ (Jeremiah 5:31; 20:6; 23:16, 17, 25-28, 32) Jehovah did not prevent them from proclaiming misleading messages.



^ par. 4 (Jer. 4:10) Then I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Truly you have utterly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats.”*

Or “when the sword has reached our soul.”


^ par. 4 (Jer. 15:18) Why is my pain chronic and my wound incurable? It refuses to be healed. Will you become to me like a deceptive water supply That cannot be relied on?



^ par. 4 (Jer. 5:31) The prophets prophesy lies, And the priests dominate by their own authority. And my own people love it that way. But what will you do when the end comes?”



^ par. 4 (Jer. 20:6) And as for you, Pashʹhur, and all who live in your house, you will go into captivity. You will go off to Babylon and die there, and you will be buried there with all your friends, because you have prophesied lies to them.’”



^ par. 4 (Jer. 23:16, 17) This is what Jehovah of armies says: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you. They are deluding you.* The vision they speak is from their own heart, Not from the mouth of Jehovah. 17 They are saying again and again to those who disrespect me, ‘Jehovah has said: “You will enjoy peace.”’ And to everyone who follows his own stubborn heart they say, ‘No calamity will come upon you.’

Or “They are filling you with empty hopes.”


^ par. 4 (Jer. 23:25-28) “I have heard the prophets who are prophesying lies in my name say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How long will this continue in the heart of the prophets, to prophesy lies? They are prophets of the deceit of their own heart. 27 They intend to make my people forget my name by the dreams they relate to one another, just as their fathers forgot my name because of Baʹal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream relate the dream, but the one who has my word should speak my word truthfully.” “What does the straw have in common with the grain?” declares Jehovah.



^ par. 4 (Jer. 23:32) “Here I am against the prophets of lying dreams,” declares Jehovah, “who relate them and lead my people astray because of their lies and their boasting.” “But I did not send them or command them. So they will not benefit this people at all,” declares Jehovah.









^ ***sjj song 18 Grateful for the Ransom***


SONG 18

Grateful for the Ransom


(Luke 22:20)


	1. Today, Jehovah God,

we stand before your throne,

For you showed the greatest love

that could ever be shown.

You gave the gift of your dear Son,

that we might live.

No greater sacrifice than this

could you ever give.

(CHORUS)

He gave his life to set us free.

His precious blood provides the key.

With all our hearts,

we’ll go on thanking you eternally.





	2. It was a willing sacrifice

that Jesus made.

Out of love, his perfect life

was the price that he paid.

We had no hope until he came

to save mankind.

But now our hope is finding life,

leaving death behind.

(CHORUS)

He gave his life to set us free.

His precious blood provides the key.

With all our hearts,

we’ll go on thanking you eternally.









(See also Heb. 9:13, 14; 1 Pet. 1:18, 19.)





^ (Luke 22:20) Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^ (Heb. 9:13, 14) For if the blood of goats and of bulls and the ashes of a heifer* sprinkled on those who have been defiled sanctifies for the cleansing of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of the Christ, who through an everlasting spirit offered himself without blemish to God, cleanse our consciences from dead works so that we may render sacred service to the living God?

Or “young cow.”


^ (1 Pet. 1:18, 19) For you know that it was not with corruptible things, with silver or gold, that you were set free* from your futile way of life handed down to you by your forefathers.* 19 But it was with precious blood, like that of an unblemished and spotless lamb, that of Christ.

Lit., “you were ransomed; you were redeemed.”
Or “by tradition.”








^ ***mwb16 February p. 8 Invite Everyone in Your Territory to the Memorial!***


LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Invite Everyone in Your Territory to the Memorial!



During the campaign that begins on February 27, we will invite as many as possible in our community to observe the Memorial of Christ’s death with us. We should also pay careful attention to any interest shown in order to cultivate it.

STEPS TO CONSIDER

GIVE YOUR PRESENTATION

“We are distributing this invitation to a very important event. On March 23, millions around the world will gather to commemorate the death of Jesus Christ and to hear a free Bible discourse about how his death benefits us. This invitation shows the time and location of the meeting being held in our community. Please come if you can.”

If the individual shows interest . . .

	OFFER THE WATCHTOWER

Lay the groundwork for a return visit.



	SHOW THE MEMORIAL VIDEO

Lay the groundwork for a return visit.





When you return, you can . . .

	SHOW WHY STUDY THE BIBLE?

Then offer a Bible study aid.



	OFFER WHAT DOES THE BIBLE REALLY TEACH?

Share more information about the Memorial, using pages 206-208. Then offer the book.



	OFFER LISTEN TO GOD

Discuss the meaning of Christ’s death, using pages 18-19. Then offer the brochure.












^ ***kr pp. 90-92 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***


The Result of the Harvest—Foretold in Vivid Word Pictures

10, 11. In the parable of the mustard grain, what aspects of the seed’s growth are highlighted?

10 In his Kingdom parables, Jesus foretold in vivid language the result of the harvest work. Let us consider the parable about the mustard grain and the one about the leaven. We will focus particularly on how they have been fulfilled in the time of the end.

11 The parable of the mustard grain. A man plants a mustard grain. It then grows into a tree in which birds find shelter. (Read Matthew 13:31, 32.) What aspects of the growth of the seed are highlighted in this parable? (1) The extent of the growth is amazing. “The tiniest of all the seeds” becomes a tree with “great branches.” (Mark 4:31, 32) (2) Growth is assured. “When [the seed] has been sown, it grows.” Jesus does not say, “It may grow.” No, he states: “It grows.” Its growth is unstoppable. (3) The growing tree attracts visitors and provides lodging. “The birds of heaven come” and “find lodging under its shadow.” How do these three aspects apply to the modern-day spiritual harvest?

12. How does the parable of the mustard grain apply to today’s harvest? (See also the chart “Growing Number of Bible Studies.”)

12 (1) Extent of growth: The parable highlights the growth of the Kingdom message and the Christian congregation. Since 1919, zealous harvest workers have been gathered into the restored Christian congregation. At that time, the number of workers was small, but it grew rapidly. In fact, its growth from the early 1900’s to today has been phenomenal. (Isa. 60:22) (2) Assurance: The growth of the Christian congregation has been unstoppable. No matter how many layers of rocklike opposition God’s enemies placed upon the tiny seed, it kept growing—pushing aside all obstacles. (Isa. 54:17) (3) Lodging: “The birds of heaven” that find lodging in the tree represent many millions of righthearted individuals from some 240 lands who have responded to the Kingdom message by becoming part of the Christian congregation. (Ezek. 17:23) There they receive spiritual food, refreshment, and protection.—Isa. 32:1, 2; 54:13.

13. The parable of the leaven highlights what aspects of growth?

13 The parable of the leaven. After a woman adds some leaven to a mass of flour, the leaven ferments the whole mass. (Read Matthew 13:33.) What aspects of growth are highlighted in this parable? Let us consider two. (1) Growth causes transformation. The leaven spread “until the whole mass was fermented.” (2) Growth is pervasive. The leaven ferments all “three large measures of flour”—the entire mass. How do these two aspects apply to the modern-day spiritual harvest?

14. How does the parable of the leaven apply to today’s harvest?

14 (1) Transformation: The leaven stands for the Kingdom message, and the mass of flour represents mankind. As leaven causes a change in flour after the two are mixed together, so the Kingdom message causes a transformation in the hearts of individuals after they accept that message. (Rom. 12:2) (2) Pervasive: The spreading of the leaven stands for the spreading of the Kingdom message. Leaven works its way through the dough until it has spread throughout the entire mass. Similarly, the Kingdom message has spread “to the most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) This aspect of the parable also indicates that even in lands where our work is under ban, the Kingdom message will spread, though our preaching activities in those parts of the earth may largely go unnoticed.

15. How have the words found at Isaiah 60:5, 22 been fulfilled? (See also the boxes “Jehovah Made It Possible” and “How ‘the Small One’ Has Become ‘a Mighty Nation.’”)

15 Some 800 years before Jesus spoke those parables, Jehovah, by means of Isaiah, foretold in memorable language the scope of the modern-day spiritual harvest and the joy this harvest would cause.* Jehovah describes people “from far away” streaming toward his organization. Directing himself to a “woman,” who today is represented by the anointed remnant on earth, he states: “You will see and become radiant, and your heart will throb and overflow, because the wealth of the sea will be directed to you; the resources of the nations will come to you.” (Isa. 60:1, 4, 5, 9) How true those words are! Today, longtime servants of Jehovah are indeed radiant with joy as they observe how the number of Kingdom publishers in their lands has increased from just a few to many thousands.





^ par. 11 (Matt. 13:31, 32) He presented another illustration to them, saying: “The Kingdom of the heavens is like a mustard grain that a man took and planted in his field. 32 It is, in fact, the tiniest of all the seeds, but when it has grown, it is the largest of the vegetable plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of heaven come and find lodging among its branches.”



^ par. 11 (Mark 4:31, 32) It is like a mustard grain, which at the time it was sown in the ground was the tiniest of all the seeds on the earth. 32 But when it has been sown, it grows and becomes greater than all other vegetable plants and produces great branches, so that the birds of heaven are able to find lodging under its shadow.”



^ par. 12 (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”



^ par. 12 (Isa. 54:17) No weapon formed against you will have any success, And you will condemn any tongue that rises up against you in the judgment. This is the heritage* of the servants of Jehovah, And their righteousness is from me,” declares Jehovah.

Or “inheritance.”


^ par. 12 (Ezek. 17:23) On a high mountain of Israel I will plant it; and its branches will grow, and it will produce fruit and become a majestic cedar. And every kind of bird will live beneath it and reside in the shadow of its foliage.



^ par. 12 (Isa. 32:1, 2) Look! A king will reign for righteousness, And princes will rule for justice.  2 And each one will be like a hiding place* from the wind, A place of concealment* from the rainstorm, Like streams of water in a waterless land, Like the shadow of a massive crag in a parched land.

Or “a shelter.”
Or “A refuge.”


^ par. 12 (Isa. 54:13) And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant.

Or “children.”
Or “children.”


^ par. 13 (Matt. 13:33) He told them another illustration: “The Kingdom of the heavens is like leaven that a woman took and mixed with three large measures of flour until the whole mass was fermented.”



^ par. 14 (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things,* but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Or “this age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 14 (Acts 1:8) But you will receive power when the holy spirit comes upon you, and you will be witnesses of me in Jerusalem, in all Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a, and to the most distant part* of the earth.”

Or “to the ends.”


^ (Isa. 60:5) At that time you will see and become radiant, And your heart will throb and overflow, Because the wealth of the sea will be directed to you; The resources of the nations will come to you.



^ (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”



^ par. 15 (Isa. 60:1) “Arise, O woman, shed light, for your light has come. The glory of Jehovah shines on you.



^ par. 15 (Isa. 60:4, 5) Raise your eyes and look all around you! They have all been assembled; they are coming to you. From far away your sons keep coming, And your daughters being supported on the hip.  5 At that time you will see and become radiant, And your heart will throb and overflow, Because the wealth of the sea will be directed to you; The resources of the nations will come to you.



^ par. 15 (Isa. 60:9) For in me the islands will hope; The ships of Tarʹshish are in the lead,* To bring your sons from far away, Along with their silver and their gold, To the name of Jehovah your God and to the Holy One of Israel, For he will glorify* you.

Or “as at the first.”
Or “beautify.”






^ par. 15 For more details about this colorful prophecy, see Isaiah’s Prophecy—Light for All Mankind II, pages 303-320.









^ ***kr p. 90 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***






^ ***kr p. 93 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***

JEHOVAH MADE IT POSSIBLE


JESUS declared: “Things impossible with men are possible with God.” (Luke 18:27) Many of us have experienced the truth of that statement. Despite all the efforts of those who want to stop the preaching work, Jehovah has helped us to carry it out.

Zacharie Elegbe (aged 66, baptized in 1963) recalls how a ban against the activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Benin actually helped the brothers: “In 1976, when we had 2,300 publishers, our work was banned and the government ordered the ban to be broadcast in every local language. That was unheard of. Though Benin’s population speaks more than 60 languages, radio programs back then were usually broadcast in only five. So when the ban was broadcast in all local languages, many thousands of people living in remote areas heard of us for the very first time. They wondered, ‘Who are Jehovah’s Witnesses, and why are they banned?’ Later, when we reached those areas, many accepted the truth in short order.” Today, there are more than 11,500 Witnesses in Benin.

Mariya Zinich (aged 74, baptized in 1957): “When I was about 12 years old, our whole family was exiled from Ukraine to Siberia, Russia. Despite all efforts of the government to silence us throughout the former Soviet Union, our numbers kept increasing. Seeing that amazing growth in spite of harsh opposition convinced me that this is Jehovah’s work. Nobody is able to stop it!” Another sister named Mariya (aged 73, baptized in 1960) noted: “As a result of deporting our brothers to Siberia, the government caused many isolated people there to get a chance to hear the truth.”

Jesús Martín (aged 77, baptized in 1955) recalls: “When I learned the truth, there were 300 Witnesses here in Spain. In 1960, the repression against us became brutal. The government ordered the police to snuff out Jehovah’s Witnesses. At that time, it was hard to imagine how we would ever be able to preach the good news throughout the country. Everything seemed to be stacked against us. But today, there are nearly 111,000 Witnesses in Spain. Having witnessed how that growth has taken place despite opposition reinforces my conviction that with Jehovah on our side, nothing is impossible!”







^ (Luke 18:27) He said: “The things impossible with men are possible with God.”









^ ***kr pp. 96-97 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***

HOW “THE SMALL ONE” HAS BECOME “A MIGHTY NATION”


“THE little one will become a thousand and the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.” (Isa. 60:22) How has that prophecy come true? How has its fulfillment affected longtime Witnesses around the world?

Börje Nilsson (aged 84, baptized in 1943): “I remember an anointed brother who was a colporteur in the 1920’s. When he received nearly half of Sweden as his assignment, he obediently began preaching—and how his work and that of other faithful ones has been rewarded! Today we have over 22,000 publishers. Though I’m now up in years, I want to continue obediently in Jehovah’s service. Who knows what surprises Jehovah still has in store for us?”

Etienne Esterhuyse (aged 83, baptized in 1942): “Today, I look back in wonderment as I see how the number of Jehovah’s people in South Africa has grown from some 1,500 in 1942 to over 94,000 today. It is absolutely faith-strengthening to be part of such a vast organization!”

Keith Gaydon (aged 82, baptized in 1948): “Witnessing how the number of publishers in Britain increased from some 13,700 in 1948 to nearly 137,000 today demonstrates to me that this is Jehovah’s work. By human power it would have been impossible, but Jehovah is ‘the One doing wonders.’”—Ex. 15:11.

Ulrike Krolop (aged 77, baptized in 1952): “After World War II, the congregations in Germany were invigorated by the active spirit of the Witnesses who had endured Nazi persecution. People needed comfort, and we could give it without hesitation because the Witnesses had not participated in that terrible war. Over the past 60 years, I have observed how God’s spirit has guided his people. Today we have over 164,000 Witnesses—what a wonderful result!”

Mariya Brinetskaya (aged 77, baptized in 1955): “To avoid arrest, I was baptized at night under the cover of darkness. Later my husband was sent to a distant labor camp for being a Witness. Cautiously, I continued preaching in my village here in Russia, and several neighbors accepted the truth. Back then, we had few brothers and sisters. I rejoice that today there are over 168,000 Witnesses in Russia!”

Kimiko Yamano (aged 79, baptized in 1954): “When I learned in 1970 that we had 10,000 publishers in Japan, I could not hold back my tears of joy, and I was moved to promise Jehovah anew, ‘As long as I live, I want to be loyal to you.’ Imagine how happy I feel today, as we now have more than 216,000 publishers!”

Daniel Odogun (aged 83): “When I was baptized in 1950, Nigeria had 8,000 publishers. Today, there are some 351,000! At assemblies, I’m moved when I see so many in attendance, and I think of Haggai 2:7. Jehovah is really shaking the nations, and the precious things are coming in. I still try to do as much as possible in the preaching work because preaching is my way of saying, ‘Thank you, Jehovah!’”

Carlos Silva (aged 79): “We had 5,000 Witnesses in Brazil when I was baptized in 1952. That year, we had an assembly in a gymnasium in São Paulo. There were two cars in the parking lot. A brother pointed to the nearby Pacaembu Stadium and asked me, ‘Do you think we’ll ever fill it?’ It seemed impossible, but in 1973 the stadium was packed with 94,586 in attendance! Today we have over 767,000 dear brothers and sisters in Brazil—it’s marvelous to see the increase!”

Carlos Cázares (aged 73): “In 1954, the year I was baptized, there were 10,500 publishers in Mexico. The need for workers was so great that I was appointed as a circuit overseer at the age of 21. It has been a blessing to see the fulfillment of Isaiah 60:22 before my very eyes. We now have more than 806,000 publishers, who are conducting over one million Bible studies! It’s overwhelming!”







^ (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”



^ (Ex. 15:11) Who among the gods is like you, O Jehovah? Who is like you, showing yourself mighty in holiness? The One to be feared with songs of praise, the One doing wonders.



^ (Hag. 2:7) “‘And I will shake all the nations, and the precious* things of all the nations will come in; and I will fill this house with glory,’ says Jehovah of armies.

Or “desirable.”


^ (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”









^ ***sjj song 110 “The Joy of Jehovah”***


SONG 110

“The Joy of Jehovah”


(Nehemiah 8:10)


	1. Signs of the times are pointing to the Kingdom.

Good news we tell for all to hear.

Lift up your heads, and look to your salvation;

Time for deliverance is near!

(CHORUS)

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

Sing loud, and raise a joyful cry.

Rejoice in the hope, and show a grateful heart,

All give praise and laud our God on high.

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

His greatness all must come to know.

With constant devotion to our God and King,

Godly joy in service we will show.





	2. Look to our God, you lovers of Jehovah.

No need to fear, for he is strong.

Stand up and shout with voices loud as thunder;

Sing to our God a joyful song!

(CHORUS)

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

Sing loud, and raise a joyful cry.

Rejoice in the hope, and show a grateful heart,

All give praise and laud our God on high.

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

His greatness all must come to know.

With constant devotion to our God and King,

Godly joy in service we will show.









(See also 1 Chron. 16:27; Ps. 112:4; Luke 21:28; John 8:32.)





^ (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”


^ (1 Chron. 16:27) In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and joy are in his dwelling place.

Or “dignity.”


^ (Ps. 112:4) To the upright he shines like a light in the darkness. He is compassionate* and merciful and righteous.

Or “gracious.”


^ (Luke 21:28) But as these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”



^ (John 8:32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”















^ (Jer. 1:1-4:31) These are the words of Jeremiah* the son of Hil·kiʹah, one of the priests in Anʹa·thoth in the land of Benjamin. 2 The word of Jehovah came to him in the days of Jo·siʹah the son of Aʹmon, the king of Judah, in the 13th year of his reign. 3 It came also in the days of Je·hoiʹa·kim the son of Jo·siʹah, the king of Judah, until the completion of the 11th year of Zed·e·kiʹah the son of Jo·siʹah, the king of Judah, until Jerusalem went into exile in the fifth month. 4 The word of Jehovah came to me, saying:  5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew* you, And before you were born* I sanctified you.* I made you a prophet to the nations.”  6 But I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! I do not know how to speak, for I am just a boy.”*  7 Jehovah then said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am just a boy.’ For you must go to all those to whom I send you, And you should say everything that I command you.  8 Do not be afraid because of their appearance, For ‘I am with you to save you,’ declares Jehovah.” 9 Then Jehovah stretched out his hand and touched my mouth. And Jehovah said to me: “I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, I have commissioned you this day to be over the nations and over the kingdoms, to uproot and to pull down, to destroy and to tear down, to build and to plant.” 11 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” So I said: “I see the branch of an almond tree.”* 12 Jehovah said to me: “You have seen correctly, for I am wide awake concerning my word to carry it out.” 13 The word of Jehovah came to me a second time, saying: “What do you see?” So I said: “I see a boiling* pot,* and its mouth is tilted away from the north.” 14 Then Jehovah said to me: “Out of the north the calamity will break loose Against all the inhabitants of the land. 15 For ‘I am summoning all the families of the kingdoms of the north,’ declares Jehovah, ‘And they will come; each one will set up his throne At the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem, Against her walls all around And against all the cities of Judah. 16 And I will declare my judgments against them over all their wickedness, Because they have abandoned me, And they are making sacrificial smoke to other gods And bowing down to the works of their own hands.’ 17 But you should prepare for action,* And you must stand up and tell them everything that I command you. Do not be terrified of them, So that I do not terrify you before them. 18 For today I have made you a fortified city, An iron pillar, and copper walls against all the land, Toward the kings of Judah and her princes, Toward her priests and the people of the land. 19 And they will certainly fight against you, But they will not prevail against you,* For ‘I am with you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to save you.’” 
2 The word of Jehovah came to me, saying: 2 “Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “I well remember the devotion* of your youth, The love you showed when you were engaged to marry, How you followed me in the wilderness, In a land not sown with seed.  3 Israel was holy to Jehovah, the firstfruits of his harvest.”’ ‘Anyone devouring him would become guilty. Disaster would come upon them,’ declares Jehovah.”  4 Hear the word of Jehovah, O house of Jacob, And all you families of the house of Israel.  5 This is what Jehovah says: “What fault did your forefathers find in me, So that they strayed so far from me, And they walked after worthless idols and became worthless themselves?  6 They did not ask, ‘Where is Jehovah, The One who brought us out of the land of Egypt, Who led us through the wilderness, Through a land of deserts and pits, Through a land of drought and of deep shadow, Through a land where no man travels And where no humans dwell?’  7 I then brought you to a land of orchards, To eat its fruitage and its good things. But you came in and defiled my land; You made my inheritance something detestable.  8 The priests did not ask, ‘Where is Jehovah?’ Those handling the Law did not know me, The shepherds rebelled against me, The prophets prophesied by Baʹal, And they followed those who could bring no benefit.  9 ‘So I will contend further with you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘And I will contend with the sons of your sons.’ 10 ‘But cross over to the coastlands* of the Kitʹtim and see. Yes, send to Keʹdar and consider carefully; See whether anything like this has happened. 11 Has a nation ever changed its gods for those that are not gods? But my own people have exchanged my glory for what is useless. 12 Stare in amazement at this, you heavens; Shudder in absolute horror,’ declares Jehovah, 13 ‘Because my people have done two bad things: They have abandoned me, the source of living water, And dug* for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, that cannot hold water.’ 14 ‘Is Israel a servant or a slave born in the household? Then why has he been given over to plunder? 15 Against him young lions* roar; They have raised their voice. They made his land an object of horror. His cities have been set on fire, so that there is no inhabitant. 16 The people of Noph* and Tahʹpan·es feed on the crown of your head. 17 Have you not brought this on yourself By abandoning Jehovah your God While he was leading you in the way? 18 Now why do you wish for the way to Egypt To drink the waters of Shiʹhor?* Why do you wish for the way to As·syrʹi·a To drink the waters of the River?* 19 Your wickedness should correct you, And your own unfaithfulness should reprove you. Know and realize how bad and bitter it is To abandon Jehovah your God; You have shown no fear of me,’ declares the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies. 20 ‘For long ago I smashed your yoke And tore off your shackles. But you said: “I am not going to serve,” For on every high hill and under every luxuriant tree You were lying sprawled out, prostituting yourself. 21 I planted you as a choice red vine, all of it pure seed; So how have you turned into the degenerate shoots of a foreign vine before me?’ 22 ‘Though you should wash with soda* and use much lye,* Your guilt would still be a stain before me,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah. 23 How can you say, ‘I have not defiled myself. I have not followed the Baʹals’? Look at your way in the valley. Consider what you have done. You are like a swift, young she-camel, Aimlessly running back and forth in her ways, 24 A wild donkey accustomed to the wilderness, Sniffing the wind in her lust.* Who can restrain her when she is in heat? None of those looking for her will need to weary themselves. In her season* they will find her. 25 Keep your feet from going bare And your throat from thirst. But you said, ‘It is hopeless! No! I have fallen in love with strangers,* And I will follow them.’ 26 Like the shame of a thief when he is caught, So the house of Israel has been put to shame, They, their kings and their princes, Their priests and their prophets. 27 They say to a tree, ‘You are my father,’ And to a stone, ‘You gave birth to me.’ But to me they turn their back and not their face. And in the time of their calamity they will say, ‘Rise up and save us!’ 28 Now where are your gods that you made for yourself? Let them rise up if they can save you in your time of calamity, For your gods have become as numerous as your cities, O Judah. 29 ‘Why do you keep contending against me? Why have all of you rebelled against me?’ declares Jehovah. 30 I have struck your sons in vain. They would accept no discipline; Your own sword devoured your prophets, Like a marauding lion. 31 O generation, consider for yourselves the word of Jehovah. Have I become like a wilderness to Israel Or a land of oppressive darkness? Why have these, my people, said, ‘We roam freely. We will come to you no more’? 32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments, A bride her breastbands?* And yet my own people have forgotten me for countless days. 33 How skillfully, O woman, you set your course to seek love! You have trained yourself in the ways of wickedness. 34 Even your skirts are stained with the blood of the innocent poor ones,* Though I did not find them in the act of breaking in; It is on all your skirts. 35 But you say, ‘I am innocent. Surely his anger has turned back from me.’ Now I am bringing judgment against you Because you say, ‘I have not sinned.’ 36 Why do you treat so lightly your unstable course? You will become ashamed of Egypt too, Just as you became ashamed of As·syrʹi·a. 37 For this reason also you will go out with your hands on your head, For Jehovah has rejected those in whom you put confidence; They will not bring you success.” 
3 People ask: “If a man sends his wife away and she leaves him and becomes another man’s, should he return to her anymore?” Has that land not been utterly polluted? “You have committed prostitution with many companions, And should you now return to me?” declares Jehovah.  2 “Raise your eyes to the bare hills and see. Where have you not been raped? You sat along the roadways for them, Like a nomad* in the wilderness. You keep polluting the land With your prostitution and your wickedness.  3 So showers of rain are withheld, And there is no rain in the spring. You have the brazen look* of a wife who commits prostitution; You refuse to feel shame.  4 But now you call out to me, ‘My Father, you are the companion of my youth!  5 Should one stay resentful forever, Or always hold a grudge?’ This is what you say, But you keep doing all the evil you are capable of doing.” 6 In the days of King Jo·siʹah, Jehovah said to me: “‘Have you seen what unfaithful Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and underneath every luxuriant tree to commit prostitution. 7 Even after she did all these things, I kept telling her to return to me, but she did not return; and Judah kept watching her treacherous sister. 8 When I saw that, I sent unfaithful Israel away with a full certificate of divorce because of her adultery. But her treacherous sister Judah did not become afraid; she too went out and committed prostitution. 9 She took her prostitution lightly, and she kept polluting the land and committing adultery with stones and with trees. 10 Despite all this, her treacherous sister Judah did not return to me with all her heart, only in pretense,’ declares Jehovah.” 11 Jehovah then said to me: “Unfaithful Israel has shown herself* to be more righteous than treacherous Judah. 12 Go and proclaim these words to the north: “‘“Return, O renegade Israel,” declares Jehovah.’ ‘“I will not look down angrily* on you, for I am loyal,” declares Jehovah.’ ‘“I will not stay resentful forever. 13 Only acknowledge your guilt, for you have rebelled against Jehovah your God. You continued scattering your favors* to strangers* under every luxuriant tree, but you would not obey my voice,” declares Jehovah.’” 14 “Return, you renegade sons,” declares Jehovah. “For I have become your true master;* and I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 15 And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, and they will feed you with knowledge and insight. 16 You will become many and will bear fruit in the land in those days,” declares Jehovah. “No more will they say, ‘The ark of the covenant of Jehovah!’ It will not come up into the heart, nor will they remember it or miss it, and it will not be made again. 17 At that time they will call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah; and all the nations will be brought together to the name of Jehovah at Jerusalem, and they will no longer stubbornly follow their own wicked heart.” 18 “In those days they will walk together, the house of Judah alongside the house of Israel, and together they will come from the land of the north into the land that I gave to your forefathers as an inheritance. 19 And I thought, ‘How I placed you among the sons and gave you the desirable land, the most beautiful inheritance among the nations!’* I also thought that you would call me, ‘My Father!’ and that you would not turn away from following me. 20 ‘Truly as a wife treacherously leaves her husband,* so also you, O house of Israel, have dealt treacherously with me,’ declares Jehovah.” 21 On the bare hills a sound is heard, The weeping and the pleading of the people of Israel, For they have distorted their way; They have forgotten Jehovah their God. 22 “Return, you renegade sons. I will heal your renegade condition.” “Here we are! We have come to you, For you, O Jehovah, are our God. 23 Truly the hills and the turmoil on the mountains are a delusion. Truly in Jehovah our God is the salvation of Israel. 24 But the shameful thing* has consumed the toil of our forefathers since our youth, Their flocks and their herds, Their sons and their daughters. 25 Let us lie down in our shame, And let our disgrace cover us, For we have sinned against Jehovah our God, We and our fathers since our youth until this day, And we have not obeyed the voice of Jehovah our God.” 
4 “If you will return, O Israel,” declares Jehovah, “If you will return to me And if you will remove your disgusting idols from before me, Then you will not be a fugitive.  2 And if you swear, ‘As surely as Jehovah is alive!’ in truth, justice, and righteousness, Then the nations will obtain a blessing for themselves by him, And in him they will boast.” 3 For this is what Jehovah says to the men of Judah and to Jerusalem: “Plow for yourselves arable land, And do not keep sowing among thorns.  4 Circumcise yourselves to Jehovah, And remove the foreskins of your hearts, You men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, So that my wrath may not blaze up like a fire And burn with no one to extinguish it, Because of your evil deeds.”  5 Declare it in Judah, and proclaim it in Jerusalem. Shout and blow a horn throughout the land. Call out loudly and say: “Gather together, And let us flee into the fortified cities.  6 Raise a signal* toward Zion. Seek shelter, and do not stand still,” For I am bringing in calamity from the north, a great crash.  7 He has emerged like a lion from his thicket; The destroyer of nations has set out. He has gone out from his place to make your land an object of horror. Your cities will be reduced to ruins, without an inhabitant.  8 Therefore, put on sackcloth, Mourn* and wail, Because the burning anger of Jehovah has not turned away from us.  9 “In that day,” declares Jehovah, “the heart* of the king will fail him, Also the heart* of the princes; The priests will be horrified, and the prophets will be amazed.” 10 Then I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Truly you have utterly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You will have peace,’ when the sword is at our throats.”* 11 At that time it will be said to this people and to Jerusalem: “A scorching wind from the barren hills of the desert Will sweep down on the daughter of* my people; It is not coming to winnow or to cleanse. 12 The full wind comes from these places at my bidding. Now I will pronounce judgments against them. 13 Look! He will come like rain clouds, And his chariots are like a storm wind. His horses are swifter than eagles. Woe to us, for we are ruined! 14 Wash your heart clean of wickedness, O Jerusalem, in order to be saved. How long will you harbor wicked thoughts? 15 For a voice tells the news from Dan, And it proclaims disaster from the mountains of Eʹphra·im. 16 Report it, yes, to the nations; Proclaim it against Jerusalem.” “Sentinels* are coming from a distant land, And they will raise their voices against the cities of Judah. 17 They come against her on all sides like guards of the open field, Because she has rebelled against me,” declares Jehovah. 18 “Your own ways and your actions will be brought upon you. How bitter is your disaster, For it reaches clear to your heart!” 19 O my anguish,* my anguish! I feel great pain in my very heart.* My heart pounds within me. I cannot keep silent, For I have* heard the sound of the horn, The alarm signal of war.* 20 Disaster after disaster has been reported, For the whole land has been destroyed. Suddenly my own tents are destroyed, In a moment my tent cloths. 21 How long will I keep seeing the signal,* Keep hearing the sound of the horn? 22 “For my people are foolish; They take no note of me. They are stupid sons, with no understanding. They are clever* enough when it comes to doing bad, But they do not know how to do good.” 23 I saw the land, and look! it was empty and desolate. I looked at the heavens, and their light was no more. 24 I saw the mountains, and look! they were quaking, And the hills were shaking. 25 I saw, and look! there was no man, And the birds of the heavens had all fled. 26 I saw, and look! the orchard had become a wilderness, And its cities had all been torn down. It was because of Jehovah, Because of his burning anger. 27 For this is what Jehovah says: “The whole land will become desolate, But I will not carry out a complete extermination. 28 For this reason the land will mourn, And the heavens above will become dark. It is because I have spoken, I have decided, And I will not change my mind,* nor will I turn back from it. 29 At the sound of the horsemen and the archers, The entire city flees. They enter into the thickets, And they climb the rocks. Every city is abandoned, And no man dwells in them.” 30 Now that you are devastated, what will you do? You used to clothe yourself with scarlet, To deck yourself with gold ornaments, And to enlarge your eyes with black paint.* But it is in vain that you beautified yourself, For those lusting after you have rejected you; They are now seeking to take your life.* 31 For I have heard the sound like that of a sick woman, The distress like that of a woman giving birth to her first child, The voice of the daughter of Zion who keeps gasping for breath. She says as she spreads out her palms: “Woe to me, for I am* exhausted because of the killers!”

Possibly meaning “Jehovah Exalts.”
Or “chose.”
Lit., “before you came out of the womb.”
Or “set you apart.”
Or “young person.”
Lit., “an awakening one.”
Lit., “blown upon,” indicating a fanned fire underneath.
Or “wide-mouthed cooking pot.”
Lit., “gird up your hips.”
Or “defeat you.”
Or “loyal love.”
Or “islands.”
Or “hewed out,” likely from rock.
Or “maned young lions.”
Or “Memphis.”
That is, a branch of the Nile River.
That is, the Euphrates.
Or “alkali.”
Or “soap.”
Or “at the craving of her soul.”
Lit., “her month.”
Or “foreign gods.”
Or “her wedding sash?”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “an Ara­bian.”
Lit., “the forehead.”
Or “her soul.”
Lit., “make my face fall.”
Lit., “ways.”
Or “foreign gods.”
Or possibly, “your husband.”
Lit., “of the armies of the nations.”
Lit., “companion.”
Or “the shameful god.”
Or “signal pole.”
Or “Beat your chests.”
Or “courage.”
Or “courage.”
Or “when the sword has reached our soul.”
A poetic personification, perhaps expressing pity or sympathy.
Lit., “Watchers,” that is, those watching the city to determine when to attack.
Lit., “my intestines.”
Lit., “in the walls of my heart.”
Or “my soul has.”
Or possibly, “the sound of the battle cry.”
Or “signal pole.”
Or “wise.”
Or “feel regret.”
Or “eye shadow.”
Or “seeking your soul.”
Or “my soul is.”








^ (Jer. 5:1-7:34) Roam the streets of Jerusalem. Look around and take note. Search her public squares to see Whether you can find a man who acts with justice, One who seeks to be faithful, And I will forgive her.  2 Even if they say: “As surely as Jehovah is alive!” They would still swear to what is false.  3 O Jehovah, do your eyes not look for faithfulness? You struck them, but it made no impact on them.* You exterminated them, but they refused to accept discipline. They made their faces harder than a rock, And they refused to turn around.  4 But I said to myself: “Surely these must be the lowly. They act foolishly, for they do not know the way of Jehovah, The judgment of their God.  5 I will go to the prominent men and speak with them, For they must have taken note of the way of Jehovah, The judgment of their God. But they had all broken the yoke And torn apart the restraints.”*  6 That is why a lion of the forest attacks them, A wolf of the desert plains keeps ravaging them, A leopard lies awake at their cities. Everyone going out from them is torn to pieces. For their transgressions are many; Their acts of unfaithfulness are numerous.  7 How can I forgive you for this? Your sons have abandoned me, And they swear by what is no God. I satisfied their needs, But they kept committing adultery, And they flocked to the house of a prostitute.  8 They are like eager, lustful horses, Each neighing after another man’s wife.  9 “Should I not call them to account for these things?” declares Jehovah. “Should I* not avenge myself on such a nation?” 10 “Come up against her vineyard terraces and bring ruin, But do not make a complete extermination. Take away her spreading shoots, For they do not belong to Jehovah. 11 For the house of Israel and the house of Judah Have been utterly treacherous with me,” declares Jehovah. 12 “They have denied Jehovah, and they keep saying, ‘He will do nothing.* No calamity will come upon us; We will not see sword or famine.’ 13 The prophets are full of wind, And the word* is not in them. Let this happen to them!” 14 Therefore this is what Jehovah, the God of armies, says: “Because these men are saying this, Here I am making my words a fire in your mouth, And this people is the wood, And it will consume them.” 15 “Here I am bringing in on you a nation from far away, O house of Israel,” declares Jehovah. “It is an enduring nation. It is an ancient nation, A nation whose language you do not know, And whose speech you cannot understand. 16 Their quiver is like an open grave; All of them are warriors. 17 They will devour your harvest and your bread. They will devour your sons and your daughters. They will devour your flocks and your herds. They will devour your vines and your fig trees. They will destroy with the sword your fortified cities in which you trust.” 18 “But even in those days,” declares Jehovah, “I will not carry out a complete extermination of you. 19 And when they ask, ‘Why has Jehovah our God done all these things to us?’ you should answer them, ‘Just as you abandoned me to serve a foreign god in your land, so you will serve foreigners in a land that is not yours.’” 20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, And proclaim it in Judah, saying: 21 “Hear this, you foolish and senseless people:* They have eyes but cannot see; They have ears but cannot hear. 22 ‘Do you not fear me?’ declares Jehovah, ‘Should you not tremble before me? It is I who placed the sand as the boundary for the sea, A permanent regulation that it cannot pass over. Although its waves toss, they cannot prevail; Although they roar, they still cannot pass beyond it. 23 But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; They have turned aside and gone their own way. 24 And they do not say in their heart: “Let us now fear Jehovah our God, The One who gives the rain in its season, Both the autumn rain and the spring rain, The One who guards for us the appointed weeks of the harvest.” 25 Your own errors have prevented these things from coming; Your own sins have deprived you of what is good. 26 For among my people there are wicked men. They keep peering, as when birdcatchers crouch down. They set a deadly trap. It is men whom they catch. 27 Like a cage full of birds, So their houses are full of deception. That is why they have become powerful and rich. 28 They have grown fat and smooth; They overflow with evil. They do not plead the legal case of the fatherless, That they may gain success; And they deny justice to the poor.’” 29 “Should I not call them to account for these things?” declares Jehovah. “Should I* not avenge myself on such a nation? 30 Something appalling and horrible has occurred in the land: 31 The prophets prophesy lies, And the priests dominate by their own authority. And my own people love it that way. But what will you do when the end comes?” 
6 Take shelter, O sons of Benjamin, away from Jerusalem. Blow the horn in Te·koʹa; Light a fire signal over Beth-hac·cheʹrem! For a calamity looms from the north, a great disaster.  2 The daughter of Zion resembles a beautiful and delicate woman.  3 The shepherds and their droves will come. They will pitch their tents all around her, Each grazing the flock in his care.  4 “Prepare for* war against her! Rise up, and let us attack her at midday!” “Woe to us, for the day is declining, For the shadows of evening are getting longer!”  5 “Rise up, and let us attack during the night And destroy her fortified towers.”  6 For this is what Jehovah of armies says: “Cut down wood and raise up a siege rampart against Jerusalem. She is the city that must be held to account; There is nothing but oppression within her.  7 As a cistern keeps its water cool,* So she keeps her wickedness cool.* Violence and destruction are heard in her; Sickness and plague are constantly before me.  8 Be warned, O Jerusalem, or I* will turn away from you in disgust; I will make you desolate, a land without inhabitants.”  9 This is what Jehovah of armies says: “They will thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel as the last grapes on a vine. Pass your hand again like one gathering grapes from the vines.” 10 “To whom should I speak and give warning? Who will listen? Look! Their ears are closed,* so that they are unable to pay attention. Look! The word of Jehovah has become something they scorn; They find no pleasure in it. 11 So I am filled with the wrath of Jehovah, And I am tired of holding it in.” “Pour it out on the child in the street, On the groups of young men gathered together. They will all be captured, a man along with his wife, The old men along with the very old.* 12 Their houses will be turned over to others, Together with their fields and their wives. For I will stretch my hand out against the inhabitants of the land,” declares Jehovah. 13 “For from the least to the greatest, each one is making dishonest gain; From the prophet to the priest, each one is practicing fraud. 14 And they try to heal the breakdown* of my people lightly,* saying, ‘There is peace! There is peace!’ When there is no peace. 15 Do they feel ashamed of the detestable things they have done? They feel no shame at all! They do not even know how to feel humiliated! So they will fall among the fallen. When I bring punishment on them they will stumble,” says Jehovah. 16 This is what Jehovah says: “Stand at the crossroads and see. Ask about the ancient roadways, Ask where the good way is, and walk in it, And find rest for yourselves.”* But they say: “We will not walk in it.” 17 “And I appointed watchmen who said, ‘Pay attention to the sound of the horn!’” But they said: “We will not pay attention.” 18 “Therefore hear, O nations! And know, O assembly, What will happen to them. 19 Listen, O earth! I am bringing calamity on this people As the fruitage of their own schemes, For they paid no attention to my words And they rejected my law.”* 20 “What do I care that you bring frankincense from Sheʹba And sweet cane* from a distant land? Your whole burnt offerings are not acceptable, And your sacrifices do not please me.” 21 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: “Here I am setting for this people stumbling blocks, And they will stumble over them, Fathers and sons together, A neighbor and his companion, And they will all perish.” 22 This is what Jehovah says: “Look! A people is coming from the land of the north, And a great nation will be awakened from the remotest parts of the earth. 23 They will grab hold of the bow and the javelin. They are cruel and will have no mercy. Their voice will roar like the sea, And they ride on horses. They draw up in battle order like a man of war against you, O daughter of Zion.” 24 We have heard the report about it. Our hands fall limp; Distress has seized us, Anguish* like that of a woman giving birth. 25 Do not go out into the field, And do not walk on the road, For the enemy has a sword; There is terror all around. 26 O daughter of my people, Put on sackcloth and roll in the ashes. Mourn as for an only son, with bitter wailing, For suddenly the destroyer will come upon us. 27 “I have made you* a metal tester among my people, One making a thorough search; You must take note and examine their way. 28 All of them are the most stubborn men, Walking about as slanderers. They are like copper and iron; All of them are corrupt. 29 The bellows have been scorched. Out from their fire there is lead. One keeps refining intensely simply for nothing, And those who are bad have not been separated. 30 Rejected silver is what people will certainly call them, For Jehovah has rejected them.” 
7 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Stand in the gate of the house of Jehovah and proclaim there this message, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, all you people of Judah who enter these gates to bow down to Jehovah. 3 This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Reform your ways and your actions, and I will allow you to keep residing in this place. 4 Do not put your trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is* the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah!’ 5 For if you truly reform your ways and actions; if you truly uphold justice between a man and his neighbor; 6 if you do not oppress foreign residents, orphans,* and widows; if you do not shed innocent blood in this place; and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm; 7 then I will allow you to keep residing in this place, in the land I gave to your forefathers for all time.”’”* 8 “But you are putting your trust in deceptive words—it will bring absolutely no benefit. 9 Can you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make sacrifices* to Baʹal, and follow after gods you had not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house that bears my name and say, ‘We will be saved,’ despite your doing all these detestable things? 11 Has this house that bears my name become a cave of robbers in your eyes? Here I have seen it for myself,” declares Jehovah. 12 “‘However, go now to my place in Shiʹloh, where I first caused my name to reside, and see what I did to it because of the badness of my people Israel. 13 But you kept doing all these things,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and even though I spoke to you again and again,* you did not listen. I kept calling you, but you would not answer. 14 So I will do to the house that bears my name, in which you are trusting, and to this place that I gave to you and your forefathers, just as I did to Shiʹloh. 15 I will throw you out of my sight, just as I threw out all your brothers, all the descendants of Eʹphra·im.’ 16 “As for you, do not pray in behalf of this people. Do not cry out or offer a prayer or plead with me in their behalf, for I will not listen to you. 17 Do you not see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The sons are gathering wood, the fathers are lighting the fire, and the wives are kneading dough in order to make sacrificial cakes to the Queen of Heaven,* and they are pouring out drink offerings to other gods to offend me. 19 ‘But am I the one they are hurting?’* declares Jehovah. ‘Is it not they themselves, to their own shame?’ 20 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says, ‘Look! My anger and my wrath will be poured out on this place, on man and beast, on the trees of the field and the fruitage of the ground; it will burn and will not be extinguished.’ 21 “This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘Go ahead, add your whole burnt offerings to your other sacrifices, and eat the flesh yourselves. 22 For on the day I brought your forefathers out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak with them or command them concerning whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 23 But I did give them this command: “Obey my voice, and I will become your God, and you will become my people. You must walk in all the way that I command, so that it may go well with you.”’ 24 But they did not listen or incline their ear; instead, they walked in their own schemes,* stubbornly following their wicked heart, and they went backward, not forward, 25 from the day your forefathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day. So I kept sending all my servants the prophets to you, sending them each day, again and again.* 26 But they refused to listen to me, and they did not incline their ear. Instead, they were stubborn,* and they acted worse than their forefathers! 27 “You will speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you; you will call to them, but they will not answer you. 28 And you will say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of Jehovah their God and refused to accept discipline. Faithfulness has perished and is not even mentioned among them.’* 29 “Shear off your uncut* hair and throw it away, and on the bare hills raise a dirge,* for Jehovah has rejected and will abandon this generation that has infuriated him. 30 ‘For the people of Judah have done what is bad in my eyes,’ declares Jehovah. ‘They have set up their disgusting idols in the house that bears my name, in order to defile it. 31 They have built the high places of Toʹpheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinʹnom,* in order to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, something that I had not commanded and that had never even come into my heart.’* 32 “‘Therefore look! the days are coming,’ declares Jehovah, ‘when it will no longer be called Toʹpheth or the Valley of the Son of Hinʹnom* but the Valley of the Slaughter. They will bury in Toʹpheth until there is no place left. 33 And the dead bodies of this people will become food for the birds of the heavens and for the beasts of the earth, with no one to frighten them away. 34 I will put an end to the sound of exultation and the sound of rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, for the land will be reduced to ruins.’”

Lit., “they did not become weak.”
Lit., “bands.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “He does not exist.”
That is, God’s word.
Lit., “you foolish people without heart.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “Sanctify.”
Or “fresh.”
Or “fresh.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “Their ear is uncircumcised.”
Lit., “those full of days.”
Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”
Or “your souls.”
Or “instruction.”
An aromatic reed.
Lit., “Birth pangs.”
That is, Jeremiah.
Lit., “They are,” referring to all the buildings of the temple complex.
Or “fatherless children.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Lit., “rising up early and speaking.”
The title of a goddess worshipped by apostate Israelites; possibly a fertility goddess.
Or “offending; provoking.”
Or “advice.”
Lit., “daily rising up early and sending.”
Lit., “they hardened their neck.”
Lit., “is cut off from their mouth.”
Or “dedicated.”
Or “song of mourning.”
See Glossary, “Gehenna.”
Or “had never entered my thoughts.”
See Glossary, “Gehenna.”


^ (Jer. 5:26-6:5) For among my people there are wicked men. They keep peering, as when birdcatchers crouch down. They set a deadly trap. It is men whom they catch. 27 Like a cage full of birds, So their houses are full of deception. That is why they have become powerful and rich. 28 They have grown fat and smooth; They overflow with evil. They do not plead the legal case of the fatherless, That they may gain success; And they deny justice to the poor.’” 29 “Should I not call them to account for these things?” declares Jehovah. “Should I* not avenge myself on such a nation? 30 Something appalling and horrible has occurred in the land: 31 The prophets prophesy lies, And the priests dominate by their own authority. And my own people love it that way. But what will you do when the end comes?” 
6 Take shelter, O sons of Benjamin, away from Jerusalem. Blow the horn in Te·koʹa; Light a fire signal over Beth-hac·cheʹrem! For a calamity looms from the north, a great disaster.  2 The daughter of Zion resembles a beautiful and delicate woman.  3 The shepherds and their droves will come. They will pitch their tents all around her, Each grazing the flock in his care.  4 “Prepare for* war against her! Rise up, and let us attack her at midday!” “Woe to us, for the day is declining, For the shadows of evening are getting longer!”  5 “Rise up, and let us attack during the night And destroy her fortified towers.”

Or “my soul.”
Lit., “Sanctify.”





^ ***sjj song 37 Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled***


SONG 37

Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled


(Matthew 22:37)


	1. O Jehovah, Sov’reign Ruler,

You are the one I love and obey.

You deserve my full devotion;

You are my God; I’ll serve you each day.

Your commands I loyally follow;

How I love reminders from you!

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.





	2. Father, all your works exalt you.

Earth, moon, and stars your glory proclaim.

May I also be as faithful,

Using my strength to make known your name.

May I use my whole life to serve you,

Proving to be loyal and true.

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.









(See also Deut. 6:15; Ps. 40:8; 113:1-3; Eccl. 5:4; John 4:34.)





^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah* your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul* and with your whole mind.’

See App. A5.
See Glossary.


^ (Deut. 6:15) for Jehovah your God who is in your midst is a God who requires exclusive devotion. Otherwise, the anger of Jehovah your God will blaze against you and he will annihilate you from the face of the earth.



^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (Ps. 113:1-3) Praise Jah!* Offer praise, you servants of Jehovah, Praise the name of Jehovah.  2 May Jehovah’s name be praised From now on and forever.  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, Let Jehovah’s name be praised.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Eccl. 5:4) Whenever you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, for he finds no pleasure in the stupid ones. What you vow, pay.



^ (John 4:34) Jesus said to them: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.









^ ***w88 4/1 pp. 11-12 Jeremiah—Unpopular Prophet of God’s Judgments***

 7. Why would the Jewish rulers resist Jeremiah?

7 “And they will be certain to fight against you,” warned Jehovah, “but they will not prevail against you.” (Jeremiah 1:19) Now why would the Jews and their rulers want to fight against this prophet? Because his message attacked their complacency and their formalistic form of worship. Jeremiah did not pull his punches: “Look! The very word of Jehovah has become to them a reproach, in which word they can take no delight. For from the least one of them even to the greatest one of them, every one is making for himself unjust gain; and from the prophet even to the priest [the very ones who should have been the guardians of moral and spiritual values], each one is acting falsely.”—Jeremiah 6:10, 13.

 8. How were the priests and the prophets deceiving the people?

8 True, they were leading the nation in making sacrifices. They were going through the motions of true worship, but their hearts were not in it. Ritual meant more to them than right conduct. At the same time, the Jewish religious leaders were lulling the nation into a false sense of security, saying, “There is peace! There is peace!” when there was no peace. (Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11) Yes, they were fooling the people into believing that they were at peace with God. They felt that there was nothing to worry about, for they were Jehovah’s saved people, possessing the holy city and its temple. But is that how Jehovah viewed the situation?



^ par. 7 (Jer. 1:19) And they will certainly fight against you, But they will not prevail against you,* For ‘I am with you,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to save you.’”

Or “defeat you.”


^ par. 7 (Jer. 6:10) “To whom should I speak and give warning? Who will listen? Look! Their ears are closed,* so that they are unable to pay attention. Look! The word of Jehovah has become something they scorn; They find no pleasure in it.

Lit., “Their ear is uncircumcised.”


^ par. 7 (Jer. 6:13) “For from the least to the greatest, each one is making dishonest gain; From the prophet to the priest, each one is practicing fraud.



^ par. 8 (Jer. 6:14) And they try to heal the breakdown* of my people lightly,* saying, ‘There is peace! There is peace!’ When there is no peace.

Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”


^ par. 8 (Jer. 8:11) And they try to heal the breakdown* of the daughter of my people lightly,* saying, “There is peace! There is peace!” When there is no peace.

Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”








^ ***w88 4/1 p. 12 Jeremiah—Unpopular Prophet of God’s Judgments***

 9. What warning did Jeremiah give the worshipers regarding their temple?

9 Jehovah commanded Jeremiah to take a position in full public view at the gate of the temple and deliver His message to the worshipers who entered there. He had to tell them: “Do not put your trust in fallacious words, saying, ‘The temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah they are!’ . . . It will certainly be of no benefit at all.” The Jews were walking by sight, not by faith, as they boasted in their temple. They had already forgotten Jehovah’s cautionary words: “The heavens are my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where, then, is the house that you people can build for me?” Jehovah, the Sovereign Lord of this vast universe, was certainly not restricted to the confines of their temple, no matter how glorious it might be!—Jeremiah 7:1-8; Isaiah 66:1.

10, 11. What was the spiritual condition of the nation that Jeremiah denounced, and is the situation in Christendom any better? (2 Timothy 3:5)

10 Jeremiah continued with his stinging public rebuke: “Can there be stealing, murdering and committing adultery and swearing falsely and making sacrificial smoke to Baal and walking after other gods whom you had not known, . . . and must you say, ‘We shall certainly be delivered,’ in the face of doing all these detestable things?” The Jews, as God’s ‘chosen people,’ thought he would tolerate any kind of conduct, as long as they were bringing their sacrifices to the temple. However, if they perceived him as a sentimental father pampering a spoiled and only child, they were in for a rude awakening.—Jeremiah 7:9, 10; Exodus 19:5, 6.



^ par. 9 (Jer. 7:1-8) This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Stand in the gate of the house of Jehovah and proclaim there this message, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, all you people of Judah who enter these gates to bow down to Jehovah. 3 This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Reform your ways and your actions, and I will allow you to keep residing in this place. 4 Do not put your trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is* the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah!’ 5 For if you truly reform your ways and actions; if you truly uphold justice between a man and his neighbor; 6 if you do not oppress foreign residents, orphans,* and widows; if you do not shed innocent blood in this place; and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm; 7 then I will allow you to keep residing in this place, in the land I gave to your forefathers for all time.”’”* 8 “But you are putting your trust in deceptive words—it will bring absolutely no benefit.

Lit., “They are,” referring to all the buildings of the temple complex.
Or “fatherless children.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”


^ par. 9 (Isa. 66:1) This is what Jehovah says: “The heavens are my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where, then, is the house that you could build for me, And where is my resting-place?”



^ (2 Tim. 3:5) having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ par. 10 (Jer. 7:9, 10) Can you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make sacrifices* to Baʹal, and follow after gods you had not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house that bears my name and say, ‘We will be saved,’ despite your doing all these detestable things?

Or “sacrificial smoke.”


^ par. 10 (Ex. 19:5, 6) Now if you will strictly obey my voice and keep my covenant, you will certainly become my special property* out of all peoples, for the whole earth belongs to me. 6 You will become to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you are to say to the Israelites.”

Or “treasured possession.”








^ ***jr p. 21 Serving in “the Final Part of the Days”***


12, 13. (a) At the start of Jehoiakim’s reign, what religious climate prevailed? (b) How did the Jewish religious leaders treat Jeremiah?

12 At the start of Jehoiakim’s reign, Jehovah told Jeremiah to go to the temple and roundly condemn the Judeans for their wickedness. They considered Jehovah’s temple to be a talisman that would protect them. Yet, if they would not abandon their “stealing, murdering and committing adultery and swearing falsely and making sacrificial smoke to Baal and walking after other gods,” Jehovah would forsake his temple. And he would do the same to the hypocrites who worshipped in it, just as he abandoned the tabernacle at Shiloh in the days of High Priest Eli. The land of Judah would “become nothing but a devastated place.” (Jer. 7:1-15, 34; 26:1-6)* Think of the courage Jeremiah needed to declare that message! Likely, he did so in public before prominent, influential people. Some brothers and sisters today have likewise felt that they needed a measure of courage to share in street witnessing or to address wealthy or important people. We can, though, be sure of this: God’s support for us is certain, just as it was for Jeremiah.—Heb. 10:39; 13:6.





^ par. 12 (Jer. 7:1-15) This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Stand in the gate of the house of Jehovah and proclaim there this message, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, all you people of Judah who enter these gates to bow down to Jehovah. 3 This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Reform your ways and your actions, and I will allow you to keep residing in this place. 4 Do not put your trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is* the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah!’ 5 For if you truly reform your ways and actions; if you truly uphold justice between a man and his neighbor; 6 if you do not oppress foreign residents, orphans,* and widows; if you do not shed innocent blood in this place; and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm; 7 then I will allow you to keep residing in this place, in the land I gave to your forefathers for all time.”’”* 8 “But you are putting your trust in deceptive words—it will bring absolutely no benefit. 9 Can you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make sacrifices* to Baʹal, and follow after gods you had not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house that bears my name and say, ‘We will be saved,’ despite your doing all these detestable things? 11 Has this house that bears my name become a cave of robbers in your eyes? Here I have seen it for myself,” declares Jehovah. 12 “‘However, go now to my place in Shiʹloh, where I first caused my name to reside, and see what I did to it because of the badness of my people Israel. 13 But you kept doing all these things,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and even though I spoke to you again and again,* you did not listen. I kept calling you, but you would not answer. 14 So I will do to the house that bears my name, in which you are trusting, and to this place that I gave to you and your forefathers, just as I did to Shiʹloh. 15 I will throw you out of my sight, just as I threw out all your brothers, all the descendants of Eʹphra·im.’

Lit., “They are,” referring to all the buildings of the temple complex.
Or “fatherless children.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Lit., “rising up early and speaking.”


^ par. 12 (Jer. 7:34) I will put an end to the sound of exultation and the sound of rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, for the land will be reduced to ruins.’”



^ par. 12 (Jer. 26:1-6) In the beginning of the reign of Je·hoiʹa·kim son of Jo·siʹah, the king of Judah, this word came from Jehovah: 2 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘Stand in the courtyard of the house of Jehovah and speak concerning* all the people of the cities of Judah who are coming in to worship* at the house of Jehovah. Tell them everything that I command you; do not take away a word. 3 Perhaps they will listen and each one will turn back from his evil way, and I will change my mind concerning* the calamity that I intend to bring on them because of their evil deeds. 4 Say to them: “This is what Jehovah says, ‘If you will not listen to me by following my law* that I have placed before you, 5 by listening to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I am sending to you again and again,* whom you have not listened to, 6 then I will make this house like Shiʹloh, and I will make this city an object of cursing to all the nations of the earth.’”’”

Or “to.”
Or “bow down.”
Or “feel regret over.”
Or “instruction.”
Lit., “rising up early and sending.”


^ par. 12 (Heb. 10:39) Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.*

Or “souls.”


^ par. 12 (Heb. 13:6) So that we may be of good courage and say: “Jehovah* is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”

See App. A5.






^ par. 12 The similarity between Jeremiah 7:1-15 and 26:1-6 has led some to conclude that both passages refer to the same event.






^ (Jer. 7:1-15) This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Stand in the gate of the house of Jehovah and proclaim there this message, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, all you people of Judah who enter these gates to bow down to Jehovah. 3 This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Reform your ways and your actions, and I will allow you to keep residing in this place. 4 Do not put your trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is* the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah!’ 5 For if you truly reform your ways and actions; if you truly uphold justice between a man and his neighbor; 6 if you do not oppress foreign residents, orphans,* and widows; if you do not shed innocent blood in this place; and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm; 7 then I will allow you to keep residing in this place, in the land I gave to your forefathers for all time.”’”* 8 “But you are putting your trust in deceptive words—it will bring absolutely no benefit. 9 Can you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make sacrifices* to Baʹal, and follow after gods you had not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house that bears my name and say, ‘We will be saved,’ despite your doing all these detestable things? 11 Has this house that bears my name become a cave of robbers in your eyes? Here I have seen it for myself,” declares Jehovah. 12 “‘However, go now to my place in Shiʹloh, where I first caused my name to reside, and see what I did to it because of the badness of my people Israel. 13 But you kept doing all these things,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and even though I spoke to you again and again,* you did not listen. I kept calling you, but you would not answer. 14 So I will do to the house that bears my name, in which you are trusting, and to this place that I gave to you and your forefathers, just as I did to Shiʹloh. 15 I will throw you out of my sight, just as I threw out all your brothers, all the descendants of Eʹphra·im.’

Lit., “They are,” referring to all the buildings of the temple complex.
Or “fatherless children.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Lit., “rising up early and speaking.”


^ (Jer. 26:1-6) In the beginning of the reign of Je·hoiʹa·kim son of Jo·siʹah, the king of Judah, this word came from Jehovah: 2 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘Stand in the courtyard of the house of Jehovah and speak concerning* all the people of the cities of Judah who are coming in to worship* at the house of Jehovah. Tell them everything that I command you; do not take away a word. 3 Perhaps they will listen and each one will turn back from his evil way, and I will change my mind concerning* the calamity that I intend to bring on them because of their evil deeds. 4 Say to them: “This is what Jehovah says, ‘If you will not listen to me by following my law* that I have placed before you, 5 by listening to the words of my servants the prophets, whom I am sending to you again and again,* whom you have not listened to, 6 then I will make this house like Shiʹloh, and I will make this city an object of cursing to all the nations of the earth.’”’”

Or “to.”
Or “bow down.”
Or “feel regret over.”
Or “instruction.”
Lit., “rising up early and sending.”








^ ***w05 11/1 pp. 23-24 Will You Walk With God?***

11. According to Jeremiah 6:16, Jehovah painted what inviting word picture for his people, but how did they respond?

11 Are we really allowing God’s Word to guide us that closely? It is worthwhile to pause at times and examine ourselves honestly. Consider a verse that will help us to do so: “This is what Jehovah has said: ‘Stand still in the ways, you people, and see, and ask for the roadways of long ago, where, now, the good way is; and walk in it, and find ease for your souls.’” (Jeremiah 6:16) These words might remind us of a traveler who pauses at a crossroads to ask for directions. In a spiritual sense, Jehovah’s rebellious people in Israel needed to do something similar. They needed to find their way back to “the roadways of long ago.” That “good way” was the way in which their faithful forefathers had walked, the way from which the nation had foolishly strayed. Sadly, Israel responded stubbornly to this loving reminder from Jehovah. The same verse continues: “But they kept saying: ‘We are not going to walk.’” In modern times, though, God’s people have responded differently to such counsel.



^ (Jer. 6:16) This is what Jehovah says: “Stand at the crossroads and see. Ask about the ancient roadways, Ask where the good way is, and walk in it, And find rest for yourselves.”* But they say: “We will not walk in it.”

Or “your souls.”


^ par. 11 (Jer. 6:16) This is what Jehovah says: “Stand at the crossroads and see. Ask about the ancient roadways, Ask where the good way is, and walk in it, And find rest for yourselves.”* But they say: “We will not walk in it.”

Or “your souls.”








^ ***w88 4/1 pp. 13-14 Jeremiah—Unpopular Prophet of God’s Judgments***

Judah Pays the Price

15. What bad news did Jeremiah have for Judah?

15 By about 632 B.C.E., Assyria had fallen to the Chaldeans and the Medes, and Egypt was reduced to a minor power to the south of Judah. The real threat to Judah would come through the invasion route to the north. Thus, Jeremiah had to give his fellow Jews some bad news! “Look! A people is coming from the land of the north . . . It is a cruel one, and they will have no pity. . . . It is drawn up in battle order like a man of war against you, O daughter of Zion.” The ascendant world power at that time was Babylon. This would be God’s instrument for punishing faithless Judah.—Jeremiah 6:22, 23; 25:8, 9.



^ par. 15 (Jer. 6:22, 23) This is what Jehovah says: “Look! A people is coming from the land of the north, And a great nation will be awakened from the remotest parts of the earth. 23 They will grab hold of the bow and the javelin. They are cruel and will have no mercy. Their voice will roar like the sea, And they ride on horses. They draw up in battle order like a man of war against you, O daughter of Zion.”



^ par. 15 (Jer. 25:8, 9) “Therefore this is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘“Because you would not obey my words, 9 I am sending for all the families of the north,” declares Jehovah, “sending for King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar* of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them against this land and against its inhabitants and against all these surrounding nations. I will devote them to destruction and make them an object of horror and something to whistle at and a perpetual ruin.

Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.








^ ***T-36 p. 4 What Is the Kingdom of God?***

TO THINK ABOUT


What will life be like under the rule of God’s Kingdom?

The Bible answers that question at PSALM 37:29 and ISAIAH 65:21-23.







^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Isa. 65:21-23) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them.

Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”








^ ***jl lesson 1 What Sort of People Are Jehovah’s Witnesses?***


LESSON 1

What Sort of People Are Jehovah’s Witnesses?



How many of Jehovah’s Witnesses do you know? Some of us may be your neighbors, work colleagues, or classmates. Or we may have engaged you in Bible discussions. Who really are we, and why do we publicly share our beliefs?

We are ordinary people. We come from various backgrounds and social conditions. Some of us formerly practiced a different religion, while others did not believe in God. Before becoming Witnesses, however, all of us took the time to examine carefully the teachings of the Bible. (Acts 17:11) We agreed with what we learned, and then we made a personal choice to worship Jehovah God.

We benefit from studying the Bible. Like everyone else, we have to deal with problems and our own weaknesses. But by trying to apply Bible principles in our everyday lives, we have experienced a marked improvement in our quality of life. (Psalm 128:1, 2) That is one reason why we share with others the good things that we have learned from the Bible.

We live by godly values. These values, as taught in the Bible, promote well-being and respect for others, along with such qualities as honesty and kindness. They contribute to the development of healthy and productive members of society, and they encourage family unity and morality. Convinced that “God is not partial,” we belong to a spiritual brotherhood that is truly international, free of racial and political barriers. Although we are ordinary, we make up a unique people.—Acts 4:13; 10:34, 35.

	  What do Jehovah’s Witnesses have in common with other people?



	  What values have the Witnesses learned from studying the Bible?









^ (Acts 17:11) Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so.



^ (Ps. 128:1, 2) Happy is everyone who fears Jehovah, Who walks in His ways.  2 You will eat what your hands worked hard to produce. You will be happy and will enjoy prosperity.



^ (Acts 4:13) Now when they saw the outspokenness* of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated* and ordinary men, they were astonished. And they began to realize that they had been with Jesus.

Or “boldness.”
Or “unlettered,” that is, not educated in the rabbinic schools; not meaning illiterate.


^ (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.









^ ***sjj song 123 Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order***


SONG 123

Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order


(1 Corinthians 14:33)


	1. As Jehovah’s people sound throughout the earth

Truths about the Kingdom and its priceless worth,

Theocratic order they must all obey

And remain united, loyalty display.

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.





	2. God provides his steward and his active force.

These will ever guide us in our Christian course.

So may we be steadfast, seeking God to please,

Loyally proclaiming all his wise decrees!

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.









(See also Luke 12:42; Heb. 13:7, 17.)





^ (1 Cor. 14:33) For God is a God not of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the holy ones,



^ (Luke 12:42) And the Lord said: “Who really is the faithful steward,* the discreet one,* whom his master will appoint over his body of attendants* to keep giving them their measure of food supplies at the proper time?

Or “house manager.”
Or “wise one.”
Or “household servants.”


^ (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”








^ ***jl lesson 8 Why Do We Dress Up for Our Meetings?***


LESSON 8

Why Do We Dress Up for Our Meetings?



Have you noticed in the pictures in this brochure how well-dressed Jehovah’s Witnesses are when attending their congregation meetings? Why do we pay such attention to our dress and grooming?

To show respect for our God. It is true that God looks beyond our outward appearance. (1 Samuel 16:7) However, when we gather to worship him, our heartfelt desire is to show respect both for him and for our fellow worshippers. If we were to stand before a judge in court, we would likely give attention to our appearance out of regard for his position. Likewise, the way we appear at meetings shows our esteem for “the Judge of all the earth,” Jehovah God, and for the place where we worship him.—Genesis 18:25.

To reflect the values that we live by. The Bible encourages Christians to dress “with modesty and soundness of mind.” (1 Timothy 2:9, 10) Dressing “with modesty” means avoiding clothing that might draw attention to us by being showy, provocative, or revealing. Also, having “soundness of mind” helps us to choose attractive clothing that is not sloppy or extreme. These principles still leave room for a great variety of personal choices. Without our saying a word, our attractive and tasteful appearance can “adorn the teaching of our Savior” and “glorify God.” (Titus 2:10; 1 Peter 2:12) By dressing up for the meetings, we thus influence how others view the worship of Jehovah.

Do not let your clothing hold you back from attending the Kingdom Hall. Our clothes do not need to be expensive or fancy to be appropriate, clean, and presentable.

	  How important is the way we dress when we worship God?



	  What principles guide our choices in dress and grooming?









^ (1 Sam. 16:7) But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^ (Gen. 18:25) It is unthinkable that you would act in this manner by putting the righteous man to death with the wicked one so that the outcome for the righteous man and the wicked is the same! It is unthinkable of you. Will the Judge of all the earth not do what is right?”



^ (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate* dress, with modesty and soundness of mind,* not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing, 10 but in the way that is proper for women professing devotion to God, namely, through good works.

Or “respectable.”
Or “good judgment; sensibleness.”


^ (Titus 2:10) not stealing from them, but showing complete trustworthiness, so that in every way they may adorn the teaching of our Savior, God.



^ (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.









^ ***kr pp. 92-95 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***


Why All Servants of Jehovah Have Reason to Rejoice

16, 17. What is one reason why ‘the sower and the reaper rejoice together’? (See also the box “How Two Tracts Touched Two Hearts in the Amazon.”)

16 You will recall that Jesus told his apostles: “The reaper is . . . gathering fruit for everlasting life, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.” (John 4:36) How do we “rejoice together” in the global harvest? In several ways. Let us consider three.

17 First, we rejoice to see Jehovah’s role in the work. When we preach the Kingdom message, we sow seed. (Matt. 13:18, 19) When we help someone to become a disciple of Christ, we harvest fruitage. And all of us feel deep joy as we observe with awe how Jehovah causes Kingdom seed to “sprout and grow tall.” (Mark 4:27, 28) Some seed that we scatter sprouts later and is harvested by others. You may have had an experience similar to that of Joan, a Christian sister in Britain who was baptized 60 years ago. She said: “I have met individuals who told me that I planted a seed in their heart when I preached to them years ago. Unknown to me, other Witnesses later studied the Bible with them and helped them to become servants of Jehovah. I rejoice that the seed I planted grew and was harvested.”—Read 1 Corinthians 3:6, 7.

JEHOVAH MADE IT POSSIBLE


JESUS declared: “Things impossible with men are possible with God.” (Luke 18:27) Many of us have experienced the truth of that statement. Despite all the efforts of those who want to stop the preaching work, Jehovah has helped us to carry it out.

Zacharie Elegbe (aged 66, baptized in 1963) recalls how a ban against the activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Benin actually helped the brothers: “In 1976, when we had 2,300 publishers, our work was banned and the government ordered the ban to be broadcast in every local language. That was unheard of. Though Benin’s population speaks more than 60 languages, radio programs back then were usually broadcast in only five. So when the ban was broadcast in all local languages, many thousands of people living in remote areas heard of us for the very first time. They wondered, ‘Who are Jehovah’s Witnesses, and why are they banned?’ Later, when we reached those areas, many accepted the truth in short order.” Today, there are more than 11,500 Witnesses in Benin.

Mariya Zinich (aged 74, baptized in 1957): “When I was about 12 years old, our whole family was exiled from Ukraine to Siberia, Russia. Despite all efforts of the government to silence us throughout the former Soviet Union, our numbers kept increasing. Seeing that amazing growth in spite of harsh opposition convinced me that this is Jehovah’s work. Nobody is able to stop it!” Another sister named Mariya (aged 73, baptized in 1960) noted: “As a result of deporting our brothers to Siberia, the government caused many isolated people there to get a chance to hear the truth.”

Jesús Martín (aged 77, baptized in 1955) recalls: “When I learned the truth, there were 300 Witnesses here in Spain. In 1960, the repression against us became brutal. The government ordered the police to snuff out Jehovah’s Witnesses. At that time, it was hard to imagine how we would ever be able to preach the good news throughout the country. Everything seemed to be stacked against us. But today, there are nearly 111,000 Witnesses in Spain. Having witnessed how that growth has taken place despite opposition reinforces my conviction that with Jehovah on our side, nothing is impossible!”





18. What reason for joy is mentioned at 1 Corinthians 3:8?

18 Second, we remain joyful workers when we keep in mind that Paul stated: “Each person will receive his own reward according to his own work.” (1 Cor. 3:8) The reward is given according to the work, not according to the results of that work. How heartening that assurance is for those preaching in territories where there is little response! In God’s eyes, every Witness who wholeheartedly shares in the sowing work is “bearing much fruit” and therefore has reason to rejoice.—John 15:8; Matt. 13:23.

19. (a) How does Jesus’ prophecy found at Matthew 24:14 relate to our joy? (b) What should we keep in mind even if we do not personally succeed in making a disciple?

19 Third, we rejoice that our work fulfills prophecy. Consider Jesus’ answer to his apostles when they asked: “What will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?” He told them that one feature of that sign would be a global preaching work. Was he speaking of the disciple-making work? No. He said: “This good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness.” (Matt. 24:3, 14) Thus, Kingdom preaching—sowing seed—is a feature of the sign. Hence, as we preach the good news of the Kingdom, we keep in mind that even if we do not succeed in making a disciple, we do succeed in giving “a witness.”* Yes, no matter how people respond, we share in fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy and have the honor to serve as “God’s fellow workers.” (1 Cor. 3:9) What good reason to rejoice!

“From the Rising of the Sun to Its Setting”

20, 21. (a) How are the words of Malachi 1:11 being fulfilled? (b) As to the harvest work, what are you determined to do, and why?

20 In the first century, Jesus helped his apostles to see that the harvest work was urgent. From 1919 onward, Jesus has helped his modern-day disciples to grasp the same truth. In response, God’s people have intensified their activities. In fact, the harvest work has proved to be unstoppable. As foretold by the prophet Malachi, the preaching work is being carried out today “from the rising of the sun to its setting.” (Mal. 1:11) Yes, from sunrise to sunset—from east to west, no matter where they are on earth—sowers and reapers work and rejoice together. And from sunrise to sunset—from morning till evening, or all day long—we work with a sense of urgency.

21 As we look back today over some 100 years and see how a small group of God’s servants has grown into “a mighty nation,” our heart does indeed “throb and overflow” with joy. (Isa. 60:5, 22) May that joy and our love for Jehovah, “the Master of the harvest,” impel each one of us to keep on doing our share in completing the greatest harvest of all time!—Luke 10:2.





^ par. 16 (John 4:36) the reaper is receiving wages and gathering fruit for everlasting life, so that the sower and the reaper may rejoice together.



^ par. 17 (Matt. 13:18, 19) “Now listen to the illustration of the man who sowed. 19 Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road.



^ par. 17 (Mark 4:27, 28) He sleeps at night and rises up by day, and the seeds sprout and grow tall—just how, he does not know. 28 On its own the ground bears fruit gradually, first the stalk, then the head, finally the full grain in the head.



^ par. 17 (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow.



^ (Luke 18:27) He said: “The things impossible with men are possible with God.”



^ (1 Cor. 3:8) Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one,* but each person will receive his own reward according to his own work.

Or “have one purpose.”


^ par. 18 (1 Cor. 3:8) Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one,* but each person will receive his own reward according to his own work.

Or “have one purpose.”


^ par. 18 (John 15:8) My Father is glorified in this, that you keep bearing much fruit and prove yourselves my disciples.



^ par. 18 (Matt. 13:23) As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of it, who really does bear fruit and produces, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.”



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 19 (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence* and of the conclusion of the system of things?”*

See Glossary.
Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 19 (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ par. 19 (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^ (Mal. 1:11) “For from the rising of the sun to its setting,* my name will be great among the nations. In every place sacrifices will be made to smoke, and offerings will be made to my name, as a pure gift; because my name will be great among the nations,” says Jehovah of armies.

Or “from east to west.”


^ par. 20 (Mal. 1:11) “For from the rising of the sun to its setting,* my name will be great among the nations. In every place sacrifices will be made to smoke, and offerings will be made to my name, as a pure gift; because my name will be great among the nations,” says Jehovah of armies.

Or “from east to west.”


^ par. 21 (Isa. 60:5) At that time you will see and become radiant, And your heart will throb and overflow, Because the wealth of the sea will be directed to you; The resources of the nations will come to you.



^ par. 21 (Isa. 60:22) The little one will become a thousand And the small one a mighty nation. I myself, Jehovah, will speed it up in its own time.”



^ par. 21 (Luke 10:2) Then he said to them: “Yes, the harvest is great, but the workers are few. Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.







^ par. 19 That vital truth was already understood by the early Bible Students. Zion’s Watch Tower of November 15, 1895, stated: “If but little wheat can be garnered, abundant testimony to the truth can at least be borne. . . . All can preach the gospel.”









^ ***kr p. 94 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***

HOW TWO TRACTS TOUCHED TWO HEARTS IN THE AMAZON


A FAITHFUL 91-year-old Christian elder named Antônio Simões fondly remembers how his father and his uncle found the truth by means of two tracts published by Jehovah’s Witnesses. “Do you want to hear about it?” he asks his visitors. “We would love to,” they say. Antônio’s kind eyes light up, and with a smile he sits down to tell his story.

“My father, Zeno, was a Baptist preacher. In 1931, he traveled to a remote part of the Amazon forest to visit a church member. In her home, he noticed two Bible tracts. She had found them in the church, but she didn’t know who left them. One tract spoke about hell; the other about the resurrection. Father was touched by what he read. He immediately thought about his brother-in-law, Guilherme, who had often told him: ‘I don’t believe in hellfire. A God of love couldn’t create such a place.’ Eager to show the tracts to Guilherme, Father got into his canoe and paddled for eight hours to Manaquiri, a settlement near Manaus, where Guilherme was living.

“After Father and Uncle Guilherme examined the tracts, both said, ‘This is the truth!’ Right away, they wrote to the branch office in Brazil, asking for literature. Father resigned as a pastor, and he and my uncle began sharing the Bible’s message in that isolated area. The people responded so well that within a year a congregation was formed in Manaquiri. Before long, 70 villagers attended the meetings, making it, at the time, the largest congregation in Brazil.” Antônio pauses. Then, he asks, “Isn’t it wonderful to hear how the Kingdom message entered the Amazon?” Indeed, it is. Two tiny scattered seeds—two small Bible tracts—took root in the vast Amazon forest and sprouted into a flourishing congregation. And today the 83-year-old Manaquiri Congregation is no longer the only congregation in Brazil’s Amazonas State, but one of 143!










^ ***kr chap. 9 Results of Preaching—“The Fields . . . Are White for Harvesting”***

How Real Is the Kingdom to You?


	            What has the Kingdom accomplished in relation to the spiritual harvest?



	            How do the parables of the mustard grain and the leaven encourage you to carry out your ministry?



	            What reasons do you have to rejoice in the ministry?














^ ***sjj song 75 “Here I Am! Send Me!”***


SONG 75

“Here I Am! Send Me!”


(Isaiah 6:8)


	1. Today men heap reproach and shame

Upon Jehovah’s holy name.

Some show God weak; some paint him cruel.

“There is no God,” so shouts the fool.

Who’ll go Jehovah’s name to clear?

Who’ll sing his praise for all to hear?

(CHORUS 1)

‘Lord, here I am! Send me, send me!

I’ll sing your praises faithfully.

No greater honor could there be, Lord.

Here I am! Send me, send me!’





	2. Some make the claim that God is slow;

The fear of God they do not know.

Some worship idols made of stone;

Some would put Caesar on God’s throne.

Who’ll tell the wicked what’s in store?

Who’ll warn of God’s great final war?

(CHORUS 2)

‘Lord, here I am! Send me, send me!

I’ll sound the warning fearlessly.

No greater honor could there be, Lord.

Here I am! Send me, send me!’





	3. Today the meek ones mourn and sigh

Because the evils multiply.

With honest hearts they seek to find

The truth that gives real peace of mind.

Who’ll go with comfort to the meek?

Who’ll help them righteousness to seek?

(CHORUS 3)

‘Lord, here I am! Send me, send me!

I’ll teach the meek ones patiently.

No greater honor could there be, Lord.

Here I am! Send me, send me!’









(See also Ps. 10:4; Ezek. 9:4.)





^ (Isa. 6:8) Then I heard the voice of Jehovah saying: “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said: “Here I am! Send me!”



^ (Ps. 10:4) In his haughtiness, the wicked man makes no investigation; All his thoughts are: “There is no God.”



^ (Ezek. 9:4) Jehovah said to him: “Go through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who are sighing and groaning over all the detestable things that are being done in the city.”















^ (Jer. 5:1-7:34) Roam the streets of Jerusalem. Look around and take note. Search her public squares to see Whether you can find a man who acts with justice, One who seeks to be faithful, And I will forgive her.  2 Even if they say: “As surely as Jehovah is alive!” They would still swear to what is false.  3 O Jehovah, do your eyes not look for faithfulness? You struck them, but it made no impact on them.* You exterminated them, but they refused to accept discipline. They made their faces harder than a rock, And they refused to turn around.  4 But I said to myself: “Surely these must be the lowly. They act foolishly, for they do not know the way of Jehovah, The judgment of their God.  5 I will go to the prominent men and speak with them, For they must have taken note of the way of Jehovah, The judgment of their God. But they had all broken the yoke And torn apart the restraints.”*  6 That is why a lion of the forest attacks them, A wolf of the desert plains keeps ravaging them, A leopard lies awake at their cities. Everyone going out from them is torn to pieces. For their transgressions are many; Their acts of unfaithfulness are numerous.  7 How can I forgive you for this? Your sons have abandoned me, And they swear by what is no God. I satisfied their needs, But they kept committing adultery, And they flocked to the house of a prostitute.  8 They are like eager, lustful horses, Each neighing after another man’s wife.  9 “Should I not call them to account for these things?” declares Jehovah. “Should I* not avenge myself on such a nation?” 10 “Come up against her vineyard terraces and bring ruin, But do not make a complete extermination. Take away her spreading shoots, For they do not belong to Jehovah. 11 For the house of Israel and the house of Judah Have been utterly treacherous with me,” declares Jehovah. 12 “They have denied Jehovah, and they keep saying, ‘He will do nothing.* No calamity will come upon us; We will not see sword or famine.’ 13 The prophets are full of wind, And the word* is not in them. Let this happen to them!” 14 Therefore this is what Jehovah, the God of armies, says: “Because these men are saying this, Here I am making my words a fire in your mouth, And this people is the wood, And it will consume them.” 15 “Here I am bringing in on you a nation from far away, O house of Israel,” declares Jehovah. “It is an enduring nation. It is an ancient nation, A nation whose language you do not know, And whose speech you cannot understand. 16 Their quiver is like an open grave; All of them are warriors. 17 They will devour your harvest and your bread. They will devour your sons and your daughters. They will devour your flocks and your herds. They will devour your vines and your fig trees. They will destroy with the sword your fortified cities in which you trust.” 18 “But even in those days,” declares Jehovah, “I will not carry out a complete extermination of you. 19 And when they ask, ‘Why has Jehovah our God done all these things to us?’ you should answer them, ‘Just as you abandoned me to serve a foreign god in your land, so you will serve foreigners in a land that is not yours.’” 20 Declare this in the house of Jacob, And proclaim it in Judah, saying: 21 “Hear this, you foolish and senseless people:* They have eyes but cannot see; They have ears but cannot hear. 22 ‘Do you not fear me?’ declares Jehovah, ‘Should you not tremble before me? It is I who placed the sand as the boundary for the sea, A permanent regulation that it cannot pass over. Although its waves toss, they cannot prevail; Although they roar, they still cannot pass beyond it. 23 But this people has a stubborn and rebellious heart; They have turned aside and gone their own way. 24 And they do not say in their heart: “Let us now fear Jehovah our God, The One who gives the rain in its season, Both the autumn rain and the spring rain, The One who guards for us the appointed weeks of the harvest.” 25 Your own errors have prevented these things from coming; Your own sins have deprived you of what is good. 26 For among my people there are wicked men. They keep peering, as when birdcatchers crouch down. They set a deadly trap. It is men whom they catch. 27 Like a cage full of birds, So their houses are full of deception. That is why they have become powerful and rich. 28 They have grown fat and smooth; They overflow with evil. They do not plead the legal case of the fatherless, That they may gain success; And they deny justice to the poor.’” 29 “Should I not call them to account for these things?” declares Jehovah. “Should I* not avenge myself on such a nation? 30 Something appalling and horrible has occurred in the land: 31 The prophets prophesy lies, And the priests dominate by their own authority. And my own people love it that way. But what will you do when the end comes?” 
6 Take shelter, O sons of Benjamin, away from Jerusalem. Blow the horn in Te·koʹa; Light a fire signal over Beth-hac·cheʹrem! For a calamity looms from the north, a great disaster.  2 The daughter of Zion resembles a beautiful and delicate woman.  3 The shepherds and their droves will come. They will pitch their tents all around her, Each grazing the flock in his care.  4 “Prepare for* war against her! Rise up, and let us attack her at midday!” “Woe to us, for the day is declining, For the shadows of evening are getting longer!”  5 “Rise up, and let us attack during the night And destroy her fortified towers.”  6 For this is what Jehovah of armies says: “Cut down wood and raise up a siege rampart against Jerusalem. She is the city that must be held to account; There is nothing but oppression within her.  7 As a cistern keeps its water cool,* So she keeps her wickedness cool.* Violence and destruction are heard in her; Sickness and plague are constantly before me.  8 Be warned, O Jerusalem, or I* will turn away from you in disgust; I will make you desolate, a land without inhabitants.”  9 This is what Jehovah of armies says: “They will thoroughly glean the remnant of Israel as the last grapes on a vine. Pass your hand again like one gathering grapes from the vines.” 10 “To whom should I speak and give warning? Who will listen? Look! Their ears are closed,* so that they are unable to pay attention. Look! The word of Jehovah has become something they scorn; They find no pleasure in it. 11 So I am filled with the wrath of Jehovah, And I am tired of holding it in.” “Pour it out on the child in the street, On the groups of young men gathered together. They will all be captured, a man along with his wife, The old men along with the very old.* 12 Their houses will be turned over to others, Together with their fields and their wives. For I will stretch my hand out against the inhabitants of the land,” declares Jehovah. 13 “For from the least to the greatest, each one is making dishonest gain; From the prophet to the priest, each one is practicing fraud. 14 And they try to heal the breakdown* of my people lightly,* saying, ‘There is peace! There is peace!’ When there is no peace. 15 Do they feel ashamed of the detestable things they have done? They feel no shame at all! They do not even know how to feel humiliated! So they will fall among the fallen. When I bring punishment on them they will stumble,” says Jehovah. 16 This is what Jehovah says: “Stand at the crossroads and see. Ask about the ancient roadways, Ask where the good way is, and walk in it, And find rest for yourselves.”* But they say: “We will not walk in it.” 17 “And I appointed watchmen who said, ‘Pay attention to the sound of the horn!’” But they said: “We will not pay attention.” 18 “Therefore hear, O nations! And know, O assembly, What will happen to them. 19 Listen, O earth! I am bringing calamity on this people As the fruitage of their own schemes, For they paid no attention to my words And they rejected my law.”* 20 “What do I care that you bring frankincense from Sheʹba And sweet cane* from a distant land? Your whole burnt offerings are not acceptable, And your sacrifices do not please me.” 21 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: “Here I am setting for this people stumbling blocks, And they will stumble over them, Fathers and sons together, A neighbor and his companion, And they will all perish.” 22 This is what Jehovah says: “Look! A people is coming from the land of the north, And a great nation will be awakened from the remotest parts of the earth. 23 They will grab hold of the bow and the javelin. They are cruel and will have no mercy. Their voice will roar like the sea, And they ride on horses. They draw up in battle order like a man of war against you, O daughter of Zion.” 24 We have heard the report about it. Our hands fall limp; Distress has seized us, Anguish* like that of a woman giving birth. 25 Do not go out into the field, And do not walk on the road, For the enemy has a sword; There is terror all around. 26 O daughter of my people, Put on sackcloth and roll in the ashes. Mourn as for an only son, with bitter wailing, For suddenly the destroyer will come upon us. 27 “I have made you* a metal tester among my people, One making a thorough search; You must take note and examine their way. 28 All of them are the most stubborn men, Walking about as slanderers. They are like copper and iron; All of them are corrupt. 29 The bellows have been scorched. Out from their fire there is lead. One keeps refining intensely simply for nothing, And those who are bad have not been separated. 30 Rejected silver is what people will certainly call them, For Jehovah has rejected them.” 
7 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Stand in the gate of the house of Jehovah and proclaim there this message, ‘Hear the word of Jehovah, all you people of Judah who enter these gates to bow down to Jehovah. 3 This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says: “Reform your ways and your actions, and I will allow you to keep residing in this place. 4 Do not put your trust in deceptive words and say, ‘This is* the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah, the temple of Jehovah!’ 5 For if you truly reform your ways and actions; if you truly uphold justice between a man and his neighbor; 6 if you do not oppress foreign residents, orphans,* and widows; if you do not shed innocent blood in this place; and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm; 7 then I will allow you to keep residing in this place, in the land I gave to your forefathers for all time.”’”* 8 “But you are putting your trust in deceptive words—it will bring absolutely no benefit. 9 Can you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make sacrifices* to Baʹal, and follow after gods you had not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this house that bears my name and say, ‘We will be saved,’ despite your doing all these detestable things? 11 Has this house that bears my name become a cave of robbers in your eyes? Here I have seen it for myself,” declares Jehovah. 12 “‘However, go now to my place in Shiʹloh, where I first caused my name to reside, and see what I did to it because of the badness of my people Israel. 13 But you kept doing all these things,’ declares Jehovah, ‘and even though I spoke to you again and again,* you did not listen. I kept calling you, but you would not answer. 14 So I will do to the house that bears my name, in which you are trusting, and to this place that I gave to you and your forefathers, just as I did to Shiʹloh. 15 I will throw you out of my sight, just as I threw out all your brothers, all the descendants of Eʹphra·im.’ 16 “As for you, do not pray in behalf of this people. Do not cry out or offer a prayer or plead with me in their behalf, for I will not listen to you. 17 Do you not see what they are doing in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 18 The sons are gathering wood, the fathers are lighting the fire, and the wives are kneading dough in order to make sacrificial cakes to the Queen of Heaven,* and they are pouring out drink offerings to other gods to offend me. 19 ‘But am I the one they are hurting?’* declares Jehovah. ‘Is it not they themselves, to their own shame?’ 20 Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says, ‘Look! My anger and my wrath will be poured out on this place, on man and beast, on the trees of the field and the fruitage of the ground; it will burn and will not be extinguished.’ 21 “This is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘Go ahead, add your whole burnt offerings to your other sacrifices, and eat the flesh yourselves. 22 For on the day I brought your forefathers out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak with them or command them concerning whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 23 But I did give them this command: “Obey my voice, and I will become your God, and you will become my people. You must walk in all the way that I command, so that it may go well with you.”’ 24 But they did not listen or incline their ear; instead, they walked in their own schemes,* stubbornly following their wicked heart, and they went backward, not forward, 25 from the day your forefathers came out of the land of Egypt until this day. So I kept sending all my servants the prophets to you, sending them each day, again and again.* 26 But they refused to listen to me, and they did not incline their ear. Instead, they were stubborn,* and they acted worse than their forefathers! 27 “You will speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you; you will call to them, but they will not answer you. 28 And you will say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of Jehovah their God and refused to accept discipline. Faithfulness has perished and is not even mentioned among them.’* 29 “Shear off your uncut* hair and throw it away, and on the bare hills raise a dirge,* for Jehovah has rejected and will abandon this generation that has infuriated him. 30 ‘For the people of Judah have done what is bad in my eyes,’ declares Jehovah. ‘They have set up their disgusting idols in the house that bears my name, in order to defile it. 31 They have built the high places of Toʹpheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinʹnom,* in order to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, something that I had not commanded and that had never even come into my heart.’* 32 “‘Therefore look! the days are coming,’ declares Jehovah, ‘when it will no longer be called Toʹpheth or the Valley of the Son of Hinʹnom* but the Valley of the Slaughter. They will bury in Toʹpheth until there is no place left. 33 And the dead bodies of this people will become food for the birds of the heavens and for the beasts of the earth, with no one to frighten them away. 34 I will put an end to the sound of exultation and the sound of rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, for the land will be reduced to ruins.’”

Lit., “they did not become weak.”
Lit., “bands.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “He does not exist.”
That is, God’s word.
Lit., “you foolish people without heart.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “Sanctify.”
Or “fresh.”
Or “fresh.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “Their ear is uncircumcised.”
Lit., “those full of days.”
Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”
Or “your souls.”
Or “instruction.”
An aromatic reed.
Lit., “Birth pangs.”
That is, Jeremiah.
Lit., “They are,” referring to all the buildings of the temple complex.
Or “fatherless children.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Lit., “rising up early and speaking.”
The title of a goddess worshipped by apostate Israelites; possibly a fertility goddess.
Or “offending; provoking.”
Or “advice.”
Lit., “daily rising up early and sending.”
Lit., “they hardened their neck.”
Lit., “is cut off from their mouth.”
Or “dedicated.”
Or “song of mourning.”
See Glossary, “Gehenna.”
Or “had never entered my thoughts.”
See Glossary, “Gehenna.”











^ (Jer. 8:1-11:23) “At that time,” declares Jehovah, “the bones of the kings of Judah, the bones of its princes, the bones of the priests, the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem will be taken from their graves. 2 They will be spread out to the sun and to the moon and to all the army of the heavens that they loved and served and followed and sought after and bowed down to. They will not be gathered, nor will they be buried. They will become like manure on the surface of the ground.” 3 “And the remnant of this evil family who survive will choose death over life in all the places where I disperse them,” declares Jehovah of armies. 4 “And you must say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Will they fall and not get up again? If one would turn back, will the other not also turn back?  5 Why is this people, Jerusalem, unfaithful with an enduring unfaithfulness? They hold fast to deception; They refuse to turn back.  6 I paid attention and kept listening, but the way they spoke was not right. Not a man repented over his wickedness or asked, ‘What have I done?’ Each one keeps returning to the popular course, like a horse dashing into the battle.  7 Even the stork in the sky knows its seasons;* The turtledove and the swift and the thrush* keep to the time of their return.* But my own people do not understand the judgment of Jehovah.”’  8 ‘How can you say: “We are wise, and we have the law* of Jehovah”? For in fact, the lying* stylus* of the scribes* has been used only for falsehood.  9 The wise have been put to shame. They have become terrified and will be caught. Look! They have rejected the word of Jehovah, And what wisdom do they have? 10 So I will give their wives to other men, Their fields to other owners; For from the least to the greatest, each one is making dishonest gain; From the prophet to the priest, each one is practicing fraud. 11 And they try to heal the breakdown* of the daughter of my people lightly,* saying, “There is peace! There is peace!” When there is no peace. 12 Do they feel ashamed of the detestable things they have done? They feel no shame at all! They do not even know how to feel humiliated! So they will fall among the fallen. When I bring punishment on them they will stumble,’ says Jehovah. 13 ‘When I gather them, I will bring them to their end,’ declares Jehovah. ‘There will be no grapes left on the vine, no figs on the fig tree, and the leaves will wither. And what I gave to them will be lost to them.’” 14 “Why are we sitting here? Let us gather together and enter the fortified cities and perish there. For Jehovah our God will do away with us, And he gives us poisoned water to drink, Because we have sinned against Jehovah. 15 There was a hope for peace, but nothing good came, For a time of healing, but there is terror! 16 From Dan is heard the snorting of his horses. At the sound of the neighing of his stallions, The whole land quakes. They come in and devour the land and everything in it, The city and its inhabitants.” 17 “For here I am sending in serpents among you, Poisonous snakes that cannot be charmed, And they will certainly bite you,” declares Jehovah. 18 My grief is incurable; My heart is sick. 19 From a distant land there is a cry for help From the daughter of my people: “Is Jehovah not in Zion? Or is her king not in her?” “Why have they offended me with their graven images, With their worthless foreign gods?” 20 “The harvest has passed, the summer has ended, But we have not been saved!” 21 I am shattered over the breakdown of the daughter of my people; I am dejected. Horror has seized me. 22 Is there no balsam* in Gilʹe·ad? Or is there no healer* there? Why has the daughter of my people not been restored to health? 
9 O that my head were waters, My eyes a fountain of tears! Then I would weep day and night For the slain ones of my people.  2 O that I had a traveler’s lodging place in the wilderness! Then I would leave my people and go away from them, For they are all adulterers, A band of treacherous people.  3 They bend their tongue like a bow; Falsehood, not faithfulness, prevails in the land. “They advance from evil to evil, And they pay no attention to me,” declares Jehovah.  4 “Everyone, be on guard against your neighbor, And do not trust even your brother. For every brother is a betrayer, And every neighbor is a slanderer.  5 Each one cheats his neighbor, And no one speaks truth. They have taught their tongue to speak falsehood. They wear themselves out doing what is wrong.  6 You are living in the midst of deception. In their deception they refused to know me,” declares Jehovah.  7 Therefore this is what Jehovah of armies says: “I will smelt them and test them, For what else can I do with the daughter of my people?  8 Their tongue is a deadly arrow that speaks deception. With his mouth a person speaks of peace to his neighbor, But inside he lays an ambush.”  9 “Should I not call them to account for these things?” declares Jehovah. “Should I* not avenge myself on such a nation? 10 I will weep and lament over the mountains And take up a dirge* over the pastures of the wilderness, For they have been burned up so that no man passes through, And the sound of livestock is not heard. The birds of heaven and the beasts have fled; they are gone. 11 I will make Jerusalem piles of stones, the lair of jackals, And I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant. 12 Who is wise enough to understand this? To whom has the mouth of Jehovah spoken, that he may declare it? Why has the land perished? Why is it scorched like the wilderness, So that no one is passing through?” 13 Jehovah replied: “Because of their rejecting my law* that I set before them, and because they have not followed it and obeyed my voice. 14 Instead, they stubbornly followed their own hearts, and they followed the Baʹal images, as their fathers had taught them to do. 15 Therefore this is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘Here I am making this people eat wormwood, and I will make them drink poisoned water. 16 I will scatter them among the nations that they and their fathers have not known, and I will send a sword after them until I will have exterminated them.’ 17 This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Behave with understanding. Summon the women who sing dirges,* And send for the skilled women to come, 18 So that they may hurry and raise a lamentation for us, So that our eyes may stream with tears And our eyelids trickle with water. 19 For the sound of lamentation has been heard from Zion: “How we have been devastated! How great our shame is! For we have left the land, and they have thrown down our homes.” 20 You women, hear the word of Jehovah. May your ear receive the word of his mouth. Teach your daughters this lamentation, And teach one another this dirge.* 21 For death has come up through our windows; It has entered our fortified towers To take away the children from the streets And the young men from the public squares.’ 22 Say, ‘This is what Jehovah declares: “The dead bodies of people will fall like manure on the surface of the field, Like a row of newly cut grain after the reaper, With no one to gather them up.”’” 23 This is what Jehovah says: “Let not the wise man boast about his wisdom; Let not the mighty man boast about his mightiness; And let not the rich man boast about his riches.” 24 “But let the one boasting boast about this: That he has insight and knowledge of me, That I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, For in these things I take delight,” declares Jehovah. 25 “Look! Days are coming,” declares Jehovah, “and I will hold an accounting with everyone circumcised and yet uncircumcised, 26 with Egypt and Judah and Eʹdom and the Amʹmon·ites and Moʹab and with all of those with hair clipped at the temples who are dwelling in the wilderness; for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.” 
10 Hear the word that Jehovah has spoken against you, O house of Israel. 2 This is what Jehovah says: “Do not learn the way of the nations, And do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens Because the nations are terrified by them.  3 For the customs of the peoples are a delusion.* It is just a tree of the forest that is cut down, Worked by the hands of the craftsman with his tool.*  4 They adorn it with silver and gold And fasten it with hammer and nails so that it will not fall over.  5 Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, they cannot speak; They have to be carried, for they cannot walk. Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, Nor can they do any good.”  6 No one is like you, O Jehovah. You are great, and your name is great and mighty.  7 Who should not fear you, O King of the nations, for it is fitting; Because among all the wise ones of the nations and among all their kingdoms, There is no one at all like you.  8 They are all unreasoning and stupid. Instruction from a tree is an utter delusion.*  9 Silver plates are imported from Tarʹshish and gold from Uʹphaz, The work of a craftsman, of the hands of a metalworker. Their clothing is blue thread and purple wool. They are all made by skilled workers. 10 But Jehovah is truly God. He is the living God and the eternal King. Because of his indignation the earth will quake, And no nations will endure his denunciation. 11* This is what you should say to them: “The gods that did not make the heavens and the earth Will perish from the earth and from under these heavens.” 12 He is the Maker of the earth by his power, The One who established the productive land by his wisdom And who stretched out the heavens by his understanding. 13 When he makes his voice heard, The waters in the heavens are in turmoil, And he causes clouds* to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for* the rain, And he brings the wind out of his storehouses. 14 Every man acts unreasonably and without knowledge. Every metalworker will be put to shame because of the carved image; For his metal image* is a falsehood, And there is no spirit* in them. 15 They are a delusion,* a work of mockery. When their day of reckoning comes, they will perish. 16 The Share of Jacob is not like these things, For he is the One who formed everything, And Israel is the staff of his inheritance. Jehovah of armies is his name. 17 Gather up your bundle from the ground, O woman dwelling under siege. 18 For this is what Jehovah says: “Here I am hurling* the inhabitants out of the land at this time, And I will cause them to experience distress.” 19 Woe to me because of my breakdown!* My wound is incurable. And I said: “Surely this is my sickness, and I must bear it. 20 My tent has been devastated, and my tent cords have all been torn apart. My sons have left me and are no more. There is no one left to stretch out my tent or raise up my tent cloths. 21 For the shepherds have behaved senselessly, And they have not inquired of Jehovah. That is why they have not acted with insight, And all their flocks have been scattered.” 22 Listen! A report! It is coming! A great pounding from the land of the north, To make the cities of Judah desolate, a lair of jackals. 23 I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step. 24 Correct me, O Jehovah, with judgment, But not in your anger, that you may not reduce me to nothing. 25 Pour out your wrath on the nations who ignore you And on the families who do not call on your name. For they have devoured Jacob, Yes, they have devoured him to the point of extermination, And they have desolated his homeland. 
11 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Hear the words of this covenant, you people! “Speak* them to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 3 and say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: “Cursed is the man who does not obey the words of this covenant, 4 which I commanded your forefathers on the day I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the iron-smelting furnace, saying, ‘Obey my voice, and do all the things that I command you; and you will become my people and I will be your God, 5 so that I may fulfill the oath that I swore to your forefathers, to give them the land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day.’”’” And I answered: “Amen,* O Jehovah.” 6 Jehovah then said to me: “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: ‘Hear the words of this covenant, and carry them out. 7 For I solemnly admonished your forefathers in the day I brought them out of the land of Egypt and to this day, admonishing them again and again:* “Obey my voice.” 8 But they did not listen or incline their ear; instead, each kept stubbornly following his own wicked heart. So I brought on them all the words of this covenant that I commanded them to do, but they refused to carry them out.’” 9 Jehovah then said to me: “There is a conspiracy among the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have returned to the errors of their forefathers of old, who refused to obey my words. They too have followed other gods and have served them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their forefathers. 11 Therefore this is what Jehovah says, ‘Here I am bringing on them a calamity that they will not be able to escape. When they call to me for help, I will not listen to them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go to the gods to which they are making sacrifices* and call for help, but these will by no means save them in the time of their calamity. 13 For your gods have become as many as your cities, O Judah, and you have set up as many altars to the shameful thing* as there are streets in Jerusalem, altars to make sacrifices to Baʹal.’ 14 “As for you,* do not pray in behalf of this people. Do not cry out in their behalf or offer a prayer for them, for I will not be listening when they call out to me because of their calamity. 15 What right does my beloved one have to be in my house When so many have carried out evil schemes? With holy flesh* will they avert the calamity when it comes upon you? Will you exult at that time? 16 Jehovah once called you a thriving olive tree, Beautiful with fine fruit. With a great roaring sound, he has set her on fire, And they have broken its branches. 17 “Jehovah of armies, your Planter, has declared that a calamity will come upon you because of the evil committed by the house of Israel and the house of Judah, who have offended me by making sacrifices to Baʹal.” 18 Jehovah informed me so that I would know; At that time you caused me to see what they were doing. 19 I was like a docile lamb being brought to the slaughter. I did not know that they were scheming against me: “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, And let us cut him off from the land of the living, So that his name may be remembered no more.” 20 But Jehovah of armies judges with righteousness; He examines the innermost thoughts* and the heart. Let me see your vengeance on them, For to you I have committed my legal case. 21 Therefore this is what Jehovah says against the men of Anʹa·thoth who are seeking to take your life* and who say: “You must not prophesy in the name of Jehovah, or you will die by our hand”; 22 therefore this is what Jehovah of armies says: “Here I am going to call them to account. The young men will die by the sword, and their sons and their daughters will die by famine. 23 Not even a remnant will be left of them, because I will bring calamity on the men of Anʹa·thoth in the year of their being called to account.”

Or “appointed times.”
Or possibly, “crane.”
Or “migration.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “false.”
Or “pen.”
Or “secretaries.”
Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”
Or “soothing balm.”
Or “physician.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “songs of mourning.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or “futility.”
Or “billhook.”
Or “futility.”
Vs. 11 was originally written in Aramaic.
Or “vapors.”
Or possibly, “makes sluices for.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “breath.”
Or “futility.”
Or “slinging.”
Or “fracture!”
Apparently addressed to Jeremiah.
Or “So be it.”
Lit., “rising up early and admonishing.”
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Or “the shameful god.”
That is, Jeremiah.
That is, sacrifices made in the temple.
Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”
Or “seeking your soul.”


^ (Jer. 11:6-16) Jehovah then said to me: “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: ‘Hear the words of this covenant, and carry them out. 7 For I solemnly admonished your forefathers in the day I brought them out of the land of Egypt and to this day, admonishing them again and again:* “Obey my voice.” 8 But they did not listen or incline their ear; instead, each kept stubbornly following his own wicked heart. So I brought on them all the words of this covenant that I commanded them to do, but they refused to carry them out.’” 9 Jehovah then said to me: “There is a conspiracy among the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have returned to the errors of their forefathers of old, who refused to obey my words. They too have followed other gods and have served them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their forefathers. 11 Therefore this is what Jehovah says, ‘Here I am bringing on them a calamity that they will not be able to escape. When they call to me for help, I will not listen to them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go to the gods to which they are making sacrifices* and call for help, but these will by no means save them in the time of their calamity. 13 For your gods have become as many as your cities, O Judah, and you have set up as many altars to the shameful thing* as there are streets in Jerusalem, altars to make sacrifices to Baʹal.’ 14 “As for you,* do not pray in behalf of this people. Do not cry out in their behalf or offer a prayer for them, for I will not be listening when they call out to me because of their calamity. 15 What right does my beloved one have to be in my house When so many have carried out evil schemes? With holy flesh* will they avert the calamity when it comes upon you? Will you exult at that time? 16 Jehovah once called you a thriving olive tree, Beautiful with fine fruit. With a great roaring sound, he has set her on fire, And they have broken its branches.

Lit., “rising up early and admonishing.”
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Or “the shameful god.”
That is, Jeremiah.
That is, sacrifices made in the temple.





^ ***sjj song 86 We Must Be Taught***


SONG 86

We Must Be Taught


(Isaiah 50:4; 54:13)


	1. Come with rejoicing, and learn about Jehovah.

“Come drink life’s water,” the spirit has said.

Healthful instruction, God has provided.

All those who hunger for truth will be fed.



	2. Never forsaking our gathering together,

We must be taught; we must learn what is right.

Here with God’s spirit, here with our brothers,

Here we are strengthened to walk in the light.



	3. Lips that sing praise, how encouraging to hear them!

Tongues of the taught ones, how sweet is their sound!

Oh, may we always meet with God’s people!

Oh, may we always among them be found!







(See also Heb. 10:24, 25; Rev. 22:17.)





^ (Isa. 50:4) The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has given me the tongue of those taught,* So that I may know how to answer* the tired one with the right word.* He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear to listen like the taught ones.

Or “a well-trained tongue.”
Or possibly, “strengthen.”
Lit., “with a word.”


^ (Isa. 54:13) And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant.

Or “children.”
Or “children.”


^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Rev. 22:17) And the spirit and the bride keep on saying, “Come!” and let anyone hearing say, “Come!” and let anyone thirsting come; let anyone who wishes take life’s water free.









^ ***it-1 p. 555 Cucumber***

Pillars, poles, or other devices were also placed in the cultivated fields to scare off the animals, and to such a mute inanimate “scarecrow of a cucumber field” the prophet Jeremiah likened the images made by the idolatrous nations.—Jer 10:5.



^ (Jer. 10:5) Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, they cannot speak; They have to be carried, for they cannot walk. Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, Nor can they do any good.”









^ ***w04 10/1 p. 11 Who Are Giving God Glory Today?***

10. Why is it illogical to deny the existence of a Great Designer? Illustrate.

10 Whether you look at the heavens above or gaze at creation right here on earth, the evidence of a Creator is clear. (Jeremiah 10:12) We should heartily agree with the heavenly creatures who cry out: “You are worthy, Jehovah, even our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things.” (Revelation 4:11) Yet, many scientists fail to see the evidence with ‘the eyes of their heart,’ even though they may marvel at the design in things they see with the eyes of their body. (Ephesians 1:18) We can illustrate it this way: To admire the beauty and design in nature and deny the existence of a Great Designer is as illogical as admiring a magnificent painting and at the same time denying the existence of the artist who transformed a blank canvas into a masterpiece. Little wonder that those who refuse to believe in God are pronounced “inexcusable”!



^ par. 10 (Jer. 10:12) He is the Maker of the earth by his power, The One who established the productive land by his wisdom And who stretched out the heavens by his understanding.



^ par. 10 (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.


^ par. 10 (Eph. 1:18) He has enlightened the eyes of your heart, so that you may know to what hope he called you, what glorious riches he holds as an inheritance for the holy ones,









^ ***w15 9/1 p. 15 Are You Disappointed in God?***


The miserable conditions on earth today are clear evidence that human rulership has utterly failed. Not only have worldly governments failed to bring peace, security, and happiness but they have also brought the earth to the brink of ruin. This reinforces the fundamental truth stated in the Bible: “It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.” (Jeremiah 10:23) Only God’s way of ruling can guarantee lasting peace, happiness, and prosperity to mankind, because that is God’s purpose.—Isaiah 45:18.





^ (Jer. 10:23) I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.



^ (Isa. 45:18) For this is what Jehovah says, The Creator of the heavens, the true God, The One who formed the earth, its Maker who firmly established it, Who did not create it simply for nothing,* but formed it to be inhabited: “I am Jehovah, and there is no one else.

Or possibly, “to be empty.”








^ ***w13 1/15 p. 20 Keep Drawing Close to Jehovah***


PRIDE

16. How does pride that is good differ from pride that is bad?

16 Taking pride in the right things can be good. For example, we should always feel proud to be Jehovah’s Witnesses. (Jer. 9:24) A healthy measure of self-respect helps us to make good decisions and to avoid lowering our moral standards. But placing too high a value on our own views or position can distance us from Jehovah.—Ps. 138:6; Rom. 12:3.





^ par. 16 (Jer. 9:24) “But let the one boasting boast about this: That he has insight and knowledge of me, That I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, For in these things I take delight,” declares Jehovah.



^ par. 16 (Ps. 138:6) Though Jehovah is high, he takes note of the humble, But the haughty he knows only from a distance.



^ par. 16 (Rom. 12:3) For through the undeserved kindness given to me, I tell everyone there among you not to think more of himself than it is necessary to think, but to think so as to have a sound mind, each one as God has given* to him a measure of faith.

Or “apportioned; distributed.”








^ ***w07 3/15 p. 9 par. 2 Highlights From the Book of Jeremiah***

3:11-22; 11:10-12, 17—Why did Jeremiah include the northern ten-tribe kingdom in his pronouncements, even though Samaria had fallen in 740 B.C.E.? This was because the destruction of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. was an expression of Jehovah’s judgment on the entire nation of Israel, not on Judah alone. (Ezekiel 9:9, 10) Moreover, after its fall, the interests of the ten-tribe kingdom continued to be represented in Jerusalem, since the messages of God’s prophets continued to include the Israelites.



^ par. 2 (Jer. 3:11-22) Jehovah then said to me: “Unfaithful Israel has shown herself* to be more righteous than treacherous Judah. 12 Go and proclaim these words to the north: “‘“Return, O renegade Israel,” declares Jehovah.’ ‘“I will not look down angrily* on you, for I am loyal,” declares Jehovah.’ ‘“I will not stay resentful forever. 13 Only acknowledge your guilt, for you have rebelled against Jehovah your God. You continued scattering your favors* to strangers* under every luxuriant tree, but you would not obey my voice,” declares Jehovah.’” 14 “Return, you renegade sons,” declares Jehovah. “For I have become your true master;* and I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. 15 And I will give you shepherds after my own heart, and they will feed you with knowledge and insight. 16 You will become many and will bear fruit in the land in those days,” declares Jehovah. “No more will they say, ‘The ark of the covenant of Jehovah!’ It will not come up into the heart, nor will they remember it or miss it, and it will not be made again. 17 At that time they will call Jerusalem the throne of Jehovah; and all the nations will be brought together to the name of Jehovah at Jerusalem, and they will no longer stubbornly follow their own wicked heart.” 18 “In those days they will walk together, the house of Judah alongside the house of Israel, and together they will come from the land of the north into the land that I gave to your forefathers as an inheritance. 19 And I thought, ‘How I placed you among the sons and gave you the desirable land, the most beautiful inheritance among the nations!’* I also thought that you would call me, ‘My Father!’ and that you would not turn away from following me. 20 ‘Truly as a wife treacherously leaves her husband,* so also you, O house of Israel, have dealt treacherously with me,’ declares Jehovah.” 21 On the bare hills a sound is heard, The weeping and the pleading of the people of Israel, For they have distorted their way; They have forgotten Jehovah their God. 22 “Return, you renegade sons. I will heal your renegade condition.” “Here we are! We have come to you, For you, O Jehovah, are our God.

Or “her soul.”
Lit., “make my face fall.”
Lit., “ways.”
Or “foreign gods.”
Or possibly, “your husband.”
Lit., “of the armies of the nations.”
Lit., “companion.”


^ par. 2 (Jer. 11:10-12) They have returned to the errors of their forefathers of old, who refused to obey my words. They too have followed other gods and have served them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their forefathers. 11 Therefore this is what Jehovah says, ‘Here I am bringing on them a calamity that they will not be able to escape. When they call to me for help, I will not listen to them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go to the gods to which they are making sacrifices* and call for help, but these will by no means save them in the time of their calamity.

Or “sacrificial smoke.”


^ par. 2 (Jer. 11:17) “Jehovah of armies, your Planter, has declared that a calamity will come upon you because of the evil committed by the house of Israel and the house of Judah, who have offended me by making sacrifices to Baʹal.”



^ par. 2 (Ezek. 9:9, 10) So he said to me: “The error of the house of Israel and Judah is very, very great. The land is filled with bloodshed, and the city is full of corruption. For they say, ‘Jehovah has left the land, and Jehovah is not seeing.’ 10 But as for me, my eye will not feel sorry; nor will I show compassion. The consequences of their way I will bring down on their own head.”









^ ***ld pp. 4-5 Part 1***

Part 1

God speaks to us through the Bible. 2 Timothy 3:16

People everywhere are listening. Matthew 28:19



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight,* for disciplining in righteousness,

Or “correcting.”


^ (Matt. 28:19) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit,









^ ***sjj song 72 Making Known the Kingdom Truth***


SONG 72

Making Known the Kingdom Truth


(Acts 20:20, 21)


	1. There was a time we did not know

The way a Christian ought to go.

Then Jehovah sent the light,

His Kingdom truth so clear and bright.

Our Father’s will we then could see

To serve the grand Theocracy,

To declare Jehovah’s fame,

And help to glorify his holy name.

We witness now to all we meet,

From door to door and on the street.

We take the time to help them see;

We teach the truth that sets us free.

And as we strive in ev’ry land

Jehovah’s worship to expand,

May we serve our God as one

Until Jehovah says the work is done.







(See also Josh. 9:9; Isa. 24:15; John 8:12, 32.)





^ (Acts 20:20, 21) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house. 21 But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.

Or “for your good.”


^ (Josh. 9:9) At this they said to him: “Your servants have come from a very distant land out of regard for the name of Jehovah your God, because we have heard about his fame and about all he did in Egypt



^ (Isa. 24:15) That is why they will glorify Jehovah in the region of light;* In the islands of the sea they will glorify the name of Jehovah the God of Israel.

Or “in the east.”


^ (John 8:12) Then Jesus spoke again to them, saying: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will by no means walk in darkness, but will possess the light of life.”



^ (John 8:32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”









^ ***ll pp. 8-9 What Was Life Like in Paradise?***


PART 3

What Was Life Like in Paradise?



Jehovah gave Adam and Eve many good things. Genesis 1:28

Jehovah made the first woman, Eve, and gave her to Adam to be his wife.—Genesis 2:21, 22.

Jehovah created them with minds and bodies that were perfect, without any flaw.

Their Paradise home was the garden of Eden—a place of great beauty with a river and fruit trees and animals.

Jehovah spoke to them; he taught them. If they listened to him, they would live forever in Paradise on earth.

God said not to eat from one of the trees. Genesis 2:16, 17

Jehovah showed Adam and Eve one fruit tree in the garden and told them that if they ate from it, they would die.

One of the angels rebelled against God. That wicked angel is Satan the Devil.

Satan did not want Adam and Eve to obey Jehovah. So he used a serpent to tell Eve that if she ate the fruit from that tree, she would not die, but she would be like God. Of course, that was a lie.—Genesis 3:1-5.





^ (Gen. 1:28) Further, God blessed them, and God said to them: “Be fruitful and become many, fill the earth and subdue it, and have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and every living creature that is moving on the earth.”



^ (Gen. 2:21, 22) So Jehovah God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and while he was sleeping, he took one of his ribs and then closed up the flesh over its place. 22 And Jehovah God built the rib that he had taken from the man into a woman, and he brought her to the man.



^ (Gen. 2:16, 17) Jehovah God also gave this command to the man: “From every tree of the garden you may eat to satisfaction. 17 But as for the tree of the knowledge of good and bad, you must not eat from it, for in the day you eat from it you will certainly die.”



^ (Gen. 3:1-5) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” 2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You must not eat from it, no, you must not touch it; otherwise you will die.’” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”








^ ***kr pp. 98-99 Kingdom Standards—Seeking God’s Righteousness***


SECTION 3

Kingdom Standards—Seeking God’s Righteousness



YOU wave to your neighbor as you walk by. Lately, you have noticed that he has been observing you and your family. He waves back and then beckons you over. He says: “May I just ask a question? What is it that makes you people so different?” “What do you mean?” you ask. “Well,” he says, “you are Jehovah’s Witnesses, right? You are not like anybody else. You do not fit in with the other religions—you don’t celebrate the holidays, and you don’t get involved in politics and wars. None of you smoke. And your family seems to have high moral standards. What is it that makes you people so different in so many ways?”

You know that the answer comes down to one thing: We live under the rulership of God’s Kingdom. As King, Jesus is ever refining us. He is helping us to walk in his footsteps and thus to stand out as different in this wicked world. In this section, we will see how the Messianic Kingdom has been refining God’s people spiritually, morally, and organizationally—all to Jehovah’s glory.








^ ***kr pp. 100-101 The King Refines His People Spiritually***


1-3. What did Jesus do when he found that the temple was being polluted?

JESUS had great respect for the temple in Jerusalem because he knew what it stood for. The temple had long been the center of true worship on earth. But that worship—the worship of the holy God, Jehovah—must be clean and pure. Imagine, then, how Jesus felt when he came to the temple on Nisan 10, 33 C.E., and found that it was being polluted. What was happening?—Read Matthew 21:12, 13.

2 In the Court of the Gentiles, greedy merchants and money changers were taking unfair advantage of the worshippers who came to present offerings to Jehovah.* Jesus “threw out all those selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers.” (Compare Nehemiah 13:7-9.) He denounced those selfish men for turning his Father’s house into “a cave of robbers.” Jesus thereby showed his respect for the temple and what it represented. The worship of his Father had to be kept clean!

3 Centuries later, after he was installed as Messianic King, Jesus again cleansed a temple—one that involves all today who want to worship Jehovah acceptably. What temple did he then cleanse?

Cleansing “the Sons of Levi”

4, 5. (a) How were Jesus’ anointed followers refined and cleansed from 1914 to early 1919? (b) Was that the end of the refining and cleansing for God’s people? Explain.

4 As we saw in Chapter 2 of this publication, after being enthroned in 1914, Jesus came with his Father to inspect the spiritual temple—the arrangement for pure worship.* As a result of that inspection, the King saw that anointed Christians, “the sons of Levi,” needed some refining and cleansing. (Mal. 3:1-3) From 1914 to early 1919, the Refiner, Jehovah, allowed his people to go through various trials and hardships that served to refine and cleanse them. Happily, those anointed ones emerged from the fiery tests in a cleaner condition, eager to show their support for the Messianic King!

5 Was that the end of the refining and cleansing for God’s people? No. Throughout the last days, Jehovah by means of the Messianic King has continued to help his followers to be clean so that they might remain in the spiritual temple. In the next two chapters, we will see how he has refined them morally and organizationally. First, though, let us discuss spiritual cleansing. It is faith-strengthening to consider what Jesus has done—both in clearly recognizable ways and behind the scenes—to help his followers to be spiritually clean.

“Keep Yourselves Clean”

 6. How do Jehovah’s commands to the Jewish exiles help us to understand what spiritual cleanness involves?

6 What is spiritual cleanness? To answer that, let us examine the words that Jehovah spoke to Jewish exiles as they were about to leave Babylon in the sixth century B.C.E. (Read Isaiah 52:11.) Those exiles were returning home to Jerusalem primarily to rebuild the temple and restore true worship. (Ezra 1:2-4) Jehovah wanted his people to leave behind all traces of Babylon’s religion. Notice that he gave them a series of commands: “Touch nothing unclean,” “get out from the midst of her,” and “keep yourselves clean.” Jehovah’s pure worship must not be tainted by false worship. What, then, may we conclude? Spiritual cleanness involves keeping free of the teachings and practices of false religion.

 7. Through what channel has Jesus helped his followers to be spiritually clean?

7 Shortly after he was installed as King, Jesus put in place a clearly recognizable channel through which he has helped his followers to be spiritually clean. That channel is the faithful and discreet slave, which Christ appointed in 1919. (Matt. 24:45) By that year, the Bible Students had already cleansed themselves of many false religious teachings. Still, they needed some further cleansing spiritually. Through his faithful slave, Christ has gradually enlightened his followers about various observances and practices that they needed to abandon. (Prov. 4:18) Let us consider some examples of this.





^ par. 1 (Matt. 21:12, 13) Jesus entered the temple and threw out all those selling and buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13 And he said to them: “It is written, ‘My house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it a cave of robbers.”



^ par. 2 (Neh. 13:7-9) Then I came to Jerusalem and noticed the terrible thing that E·liʹa·shib had done in behalf of To·biʹah, making a storeroom available for him in the courtyard of the house of the true God. 8 This was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of To·biʹah’s household furniture out of the storeroom.* 9 After that I gave orders, and they cleansed the storerooms;* and I put back there the utensils of the house of the true God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.

Or “dining hall.”
Or “dining halls.”


^ par. 4 (Mal. 3:1-3) “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will clear up* a way before me. And suddenly the true Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant will come, in whom you take delight. Look! He will certainly come,” says Jehovah of armies. 2 “But who will endure the day of his coming, and who will be able to stand when he appears? For he will be like the fire of a refiner and like the lye* of laundrymen. 3 And he will sit as a refiner and cleanser of silver and will cleanse the sons of Leʹvi; and he will clarify* them like gold and like silver, and they will certainly become to Jehovah people presenting a gift offering in righteousness.

Or “prepare.”
Or “soap.”
Or “refine.”


^ par. 6 (Isa. 52:11) Turn away, turn away, get out of there, touch nothing unclean! Get out from the midst of her, keep yourselves clean, You who are carrying the utensils of Jehovah.



^ par. 6 (Ezra 1:2-4) “This is what King Cyrus of Persia says, ‘Jehovah the God of the heavens has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has commissioned me to build him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 3 Whoever there is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of Jehovah the God of Israel—he is the true God—whose house was in Jerusalem.* 4 Anyone who is residing as a foreigner, wherever he may be, let him be helped by his neighbors* by their giving him silver and gold, goods and livestock, along with the voluntary offering for the house of the true God, which was in Jerusalem.’”

Or possibly, “who is in Jerusalem.”
Lit., “the men of his place.”


^ par. 7 (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet* slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?

Or “wise.”


^ par. 7 (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.







^ par. 2 Visiting Jews had to use certain currency to pay the annual temple tax, and the money changers charged a fee to convert coins into the required currency. Additionally, visitors might have needed to buy animals for offerings. Jesus called the merchants “robbers,” likely because they charged exorbitant prices or fees for their services.


^ par. 4 Jehovah’s people on earth worship him in the earthly courtyards of his great spiritual temple.









^ ***sjj song 115 Gratitude for Divine Patience***


SONG 115

Gratitude for Divine Patience


(2 Peter 3:15)


	1. Great God, Jehovah, boundless in might,

You have made known your love of right.

Badness prevails on earth below,

Causing us pain, as you well know.

You are not slow, as men may contend;

Your time is near for patience to end.

(CHORUS)

We look ahead with hope renewed,

Praising your name in deep gratitude.





	2. One thousand years, from your point of view,

Are like a day when they are through.

Time now proceeds to your great day;

It will arrive without delay.

Though all transgression you do resent,

Your heart is glad when sinners repent.

(CHORUS)

We look ahead with hope renewed,

Praising your name in deep gratitude.









(See also Neh. 9:30; Luke 15:7; 2 Pet. 3:8, 9.)





^ (2 Pet. 3:15) Furthermore, consider the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote you according to the wisdom given him,



^ (Neh. 9:30) You extended patience to them for many years and kept warning them by your spirit through your prophets, but they refused to listen. Finally you gave them into the hand of the peoples of the lands.



^ (Luke 15:7) I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous ones who have no need of repentance.



^ (2 Pet. 3:8, 9) However, do not let this escape your notice, beloved ones, that one day is with Jehovah* as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. 9 Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.
See App. A5.














^ (Jer. 8:1-11:23) “At that time,” declares Jehovah, “the bones of the kings of Judah, the bones of its princes, the bones of the priests, the bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem will be taken from their graves. 2 They will be spread out to the sun and to the moon and to all the army of the heavens that they loved and served and followed and sought after and bowed down to. They will not be gathered, nor will they be buried. They will become like manure on the surface of the ground.” 3 “And the remnant of this evil family who survive will choose death over life in all the places where I disperse them,” declares Jehovah of armies. 4 “And you must say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Will they fall and not get up again? If one would turn back, will the other not also turn back?  5 Why is this people, Jerusalem, unfaithful with an enduring unfaithfulness? They hold fast to deception; They refuse to turn back.  6 I paid attention and kept listening, but the way they spoke was not right. Not a man repented over his wickedness or asked, ‘What have I done?’ Each one keeps returning to the popular course, like a horse dashing into the battle.  7 Even the stork in the sky knows its seasons;* The turtledove and the swift and the thrush* keep to the time of their return.* But my own people do not understand the judgment of Jehovah.”’  8 ‘How can you say: “We are wise, and we have the law* of Jehovah”? For in fact, the lying* stylus* of the scribes* has been used only for falsehood.  9 The wise have been put to shame. They have become terrified and will be caught. Look! They have rejected the word of Jehovah, And what wisdom do they have? 10 So I will give their wives to other men, Their fields to other owners; For from the least to the greatest, each one is making dishonest gain; From the prophet to the priest, each one is practicing fraud. 11 And they try to heal the breakdown* of the daughter of my people lightly,* saying, “There is peace! There is peace!” When there is no peace. 12 Do they feel ashamed of the detestable things they have done? They feel no shame at all! They do not even know how to feel humiliated! So they will fall among the fallen. When I bring punishment on them they will stumble,’ says Jehovah. 13 ‘When I gather them, I will bring them to their end,’ declares Jehovah. ‘There will be no grapes left on the vine, no figs on the fig tree, and the leaves will wither. And what I gave to them will be lost to them.’” 14 “Why are we sitting here? Let us gather together and enter the fortified cities and perish there. For Jehovah our God will do away with us, And he gives us poisoned water to drink, Because we have sinned against Jehovah. 15 There was a hope for peace, but nothing good came, For a time of healing, but there is terror! 16 From Dan is heard the snorting of his horses. At the sound of the neighing of his stallions, The whole land quakes. They come in and devour the land and everything in it, The city and its inhabitants.” 17 “For here I am sending in serpents among you, Poisonous snakes that cannot be charmed, And they will certainly bite you,” declares Jehovah. 18 My grief is incurable; My heart is sick. 19 From a distant land there is a cry for help From the daughter of my people: “Is Jehovah not in Zion? Or is her king not in her?” “Why have they offended me with their graven images, With their worthless foreign gods?” 20 “The harvest has passed, the summer has ended, But we have not been saved!” 21 I am shattered over the breakdown of the daughter of my people; I am dejected. Horror has seized me. 22 Is there no balsam* in Gilʹe·ad? Or is there no healer* there? Why has the daughter of my people not been restored to health? 
9 O that my head were waters, My eyes a fountain of tears! Then I would weep day and night For the slain ones of my people.  2 O that I had a traveler’s lodging place in the wilderness! Then I would leave my people and go away from them, For they are all adulterers, A band of treacherous people.  3 They bend their tongue like a bow; Falsehood, not faithfulness, prevails in the land. “They advance from evil to evil, And they pay no attention to me,” declares Jehovah.  4 “Everyone, be on guard against your neighbor, And do not trust even your brother. For every brother is a betrayer, And every neighbor is a slanderer.  5 Each one cheats his neighbor, And no one speaks truth. They have taught their tongue to speak falsehood. They wear themselves out doing what is wrong.  6 You are living in the midst of deception. In their deception they refused to know me,” declares Jehovah.  7 Therefore this is what Jehovah of armies says: “I will smelt them and test them, For what else can I do with the daughter of my people?  8 Their tongue is a deadly arrow that speaks deception. With his mouth a person speaks of peace to his neighbor, But inside he lays an ambush.”  9 “Should I not call them to account for these things?” declares Jehovah. “Should I* not avenge myself on such a nation? 10 I will weep and lament over the mountains And take up a dirge* over the pastures of the wilderness, For they have been burned up so that no man passes through, And the sound of livestock is not heard. The birds of heaven and the beasts have fled; they are gone. 11 I will make Jerusalem piles of stones, the lair of jackals, And I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant. 12 Who is wise enough to understand this? To whom has the mouth of Jehovah spoken, that he may declare it? Why has the land perished? Why is it scorched like the wilderness, So that no one is passing through?” 13 Jehovah replied: “Because of their rejecting my law* that I set before them, and because they have not followed it and obeyed my voice. 14 Instead, they stubbornly followed their own hearts, and they followed the Baʹal images, as their fathers had taught them to do. 15 Therefore this is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘Here I am making this people eat wormwood, and I will make them drink poisoned water. 16 I will scatter them among the nations that they and their fathers have not known, and I will send a sword after them until I will have exterminated them.’ 17 This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Behave with understanding. Summon the women who sing dirges,* And send for the skilled women to come, 18 So that they may hurry and raise a lamentation for us, So that our eyes may stream with tears And our eyelids trickle with water. 19 For the sound of lamentation has been heard from Zion: “How we have been devastated! How great our shame is! For we have left the land, and they have thrown down our homes.” 20 You women, hear the word of Jehovah. May your ear receive the word of his mouth. Teach your daughters this lamentation, And teach one another this dirge.* 21 For death has come up through our windows; It has entered our fortified towers To take away the children from the streets And the young men from the public squares.’ 22 Say, ‘This is what Jehovah declares: “The dead bodies of people will fall like manure on the surface of the field, Like a row of newly cut grain after the reaper, With no one to gather them up.”’” 23 This is what Jehovah says: “Let not the wise man boast about his wisdom; Let not the mighty man boast about his mightiness; And let not the rich man boast about his riches.” 24 “But let the one boasting boast about this: That he has insight and knowledge of me, That I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, For in these things I take delight,” declares Jehovah. 25 “Look! Days are coming,” declares Jehovah, “and I will hold an accounting with everyone circumcised and yet uncircumcised, 26 with Egypt and Judah and Eʹdom and the Amʹmon·ites and Moʹab and with all of those with hair clipped at the temples who are dwelling in the wilderness; for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.” 
10 Hear the word that Jehovah has spoken against you, O house of Israel. 2 This is what Jehovah says: “Do not learn the way of the nations, And do not be terrified by the signs of the heavens Because the nations are terrified by them.  3 For the customs of the peoples are a delusion.* It is just a tree of the forest that is cut down, Worked by the hands of the craftsman with his tool.*  4 They adorn it with silver and gold And fasten it with hammer and nails so that it will not fall over.  5 Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, they cannot speak; They have to be carried, for they cannot walk. Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, Nor can they do any good.”  6 No one is like you, O Jehovah. You are great, and your name is great and mighty.  7 Who should not fear you, O King of the nations, for it is fitting; Because among all the wise ones of the nations and among all their kingdoms, There is no one at all like you.  8 They are all unreasoning and stupid. Instruction from a tree is an utter delusion.*  9 Silver plates are imported from Tarʹshish and gold from Uʹphaz, The work of a craftsman, of the hands of a metalworker. Their clothing is blue thread and purple wool. They are all made by skilled workers. 10 But Jehovah is truly God. He is the living God and the eternal King. Because of his indignation the earth will quake, And no nations will endure his denunciation. 11* This is what you should say to them: “The gods that did not make the heavens and the earth Will perish from the earth and from under these heavens.” 12 He is the Maker of the earth by his power, The One who established the productive land by his wisdom And who stretched out the heavens by his understanding. 13 When he makes his voice heard, The waters in the heavens are in turmoil, And he causes clouds* to ascend from the ends of the earth. He makes lightning for* the rain, And he brings the wind out of his storehouses. 14 Every man acts unreasonably and without knowledge. Every metalworker will be put to shame because of the carved image; For his metal image* is a falsehood, And there is no spirit* in them. 15 They are a delusion,* a work of mockery. When their day of reckoning comes, they will perish. 16 The Share of Jacob is not like these things, For he is the One who formed everything, And Israel is the staff of his inheritance. Jehovah of armies is his name. 17 Gather up your bundle from the ground, O woman dwelling under siege. 18 For this is what Jehovah says: “Here I am hurling* the inhabitants out of the land at this time, And I will cause them to experience distress.” 19 Woe to me because of my breakdown!* My wound is incurable. And I said: “Surely this is my sickness, and I must bear it. 20 My tent has been devastated, and my tent cords have all been torn apart. My sons have left me and are no more. There is no one left to stretch out my tent or raise up my tent cloths. 21 For the shepherds have behaved senselessly, And they have not inquired of Jehovah. That is why they have not acted with insight, And all their flocks have been scattered.” 22 Listen! A report! It is coming! A great pounding from the land of the north, To make the cities of Judah desolate, a lair of jackals. 23 I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step. 24 Correct me, O Jehovah, with judgment, But not in your anger, that you may not reduce me to nothing. 25 Pour out your wrath on the nations who ignore you And on the families who do not call on your name. For they have devoured Jacob, Yes, they have devoured him to the point of extermination, And they have desolated his homeland. 
11 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from Jehovah, saying: 2 “Hear the words of this covenant, you people! “Speak* them to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 3 and say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: “Cursed is the man who does not obey the words of this covenant, 4 which I commanded your forefathers on the day I brought them out of the land of Egypt, out of the iron-smelting furnace, saying, ‘Obey my voice, and do all the things that I command you; and you will become my people and I will be your God, 5 so that I may fulfill the oath that I swore to your forefathers, to give them the land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day.’”’” And I answered: “Amen,* O Jehovah.” 6 Jehovah then said to me: “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem: ‘Hear the words of this covenant, and carry them out. 7 For I solemnly admonished your forefathers in the day I brought them out of the land of Egypt and to this day, admonishing them again and again:* “Obey my voice.” 8 But they did not listen or incline their ear; instead, each kept stubbornly following his own wicked heart. So I brought on them all the words of this covenant that I commanded them to do, but they refused to carry them out.’” 9 Jehovah then said to me: “There is a conspiracy among the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have returned to the errors of their forefathers of old, who refused to obey my words. They too have followed other gods and have served them. The house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their forefathers. 11 Therefore this is what Jehovah says, ‘Here I am bringing on them a calamity that they will not be able to escape. When they call to me for help, I will not listen to them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem will go to the gods to which they are making sacrifices* and call for help, but these will by no means save them in the time of their calamity. 13 For your gods have become as many as your cities, O Judah, and you have set up as many altars to the shameful thing* as there are streets in Jerusalem, altars to make sacrifices to Baʹal.’ 14 “As for you,* do not pray in behalf of this people. Do not cry out in their behalf or offer a prayer for them, for I will not be listening when they call out to me because of their calamity. 15 What right does my beloved one have to be in my house When so many have carried out evil schemes? With holy flesh* will they avert the calamity when it comes upon you? Will you exult at that time? 16 Jehovah once called you a thriving olive tree, Beautiful with fine fruit. With a great roaring sound, he has set her on fire, And they have broken its branches. 17 “Jehovah of armies, your Planter, has declared that a calamity will come upon you because of the evil committed by the house of Israel and the house of Judah, who have offended me by making sacrifices to Baʹal.” 18 Jehovah informed me so that I would know; At that time you caused me to see what they were doing. 19 I was like a docile lamb being brought to the slaughter. I did not know that they were scheming against me: “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, And let us cut him off from the land of the living, So that his name may be remembered no more.” 20 But Jehovah of armies judges with righteousness; He examines the innermost thoughts* and the heart. Let me see your vengeance on them, For to you I have committed my legal case. 21 Therefore this is what Jehovah says against the men of Anʹa·thoth who are seeking to take your life* and who say: “You must not prophesy in the name of Jehovah, or you will die by our hand”; 22 therefore this is what Jehovah of armies says: “Here I am going to call them to account. The young men will die by the sword, and their sons and their daughters will die by famine. 23 Not even a remnant will be left of them, because I will bring calamity on the men of Anʹa·thoth in the year of their being called to account.”

Or “appointed times.”
Or possibly, “crane.”
Or “migration.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “false.”
Or “pen.”
Or “secretaries.”
Or “fracture.”
Or “superficially.”
Or “soothing balm.”
Or “physician.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or “instruction.”
Or “songs of mourning.”
Or “song of mourning.”
Or “futility.”
Or “billhook.”
Or “futility.”
Vs. 11 was originally written in Aramaic.
Or “vapors.”
Or possibly, “makes sluices for.”
Or “molten statue.”
Or “breath.”
Or “futility.”
Or “slinging.”
Or “fracture!”
Apparently addressed to Jeremiah.
Or “So be it.”
Lit., “rising up early and admonishing.”
Or “sacrificial smoke.”
Or “the shameful god.”
That is, Jeremiah.
That is, sacrifices made in the temple.
Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”
Or “seeking your soul.”











^ (Jer. 12:1-16:21) You are righteous, O Jehovah, when I make my complaint to you, When I speak about matters of justice with you. But why is the way of wicked ones successful, And why are the treacherous unworried?  2 You planted them, and they have taken root. They have grown and produced fruit. You are on their lips, but far away from their innermost thoughts.*  3 But you know me well, O Jehovah, you see me; You have examined my heart and found it in union with you. Single them out like sheep for slaughtering, And set them apart for the day of killing.  4 How much longer should the land wither away And the vegetation of every field dry up? Because of the evil of those dwelling in it, The beasts and the birds have been swept away. For they have said: “He does not see what will happen to us.”  5 If you get tired running with footmen, How can you run a race against horses? Even if you are confident in the land of peace, How will you fare among the dense thickets along the Jordan?  6 For even your own brothers, the household of your own father, Have dealt treacherously with you. They have raised a loud cry against you. Do not put faith in them, Even if they speak good things to you.  7 “I have abandoned my house; I have deserted my inheritance. I have given my dearly beloved one* into the hand of her enemies.  8 My inheritance has become to me like a lion in the forest. She has roared against me. So I have come to hate her.  9 My inheritance is like a multicolored* bird of prey to me; The other birds of prey surround it and attack it. Come, gather together, all you beasts of the field, Come to eat. 10 Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard; They have trampled my portion of land. They have turned my desirable portion of land into a desolate wilderness. 11 It has become a wasteland. It has withered;* It is desolate before me. The whole land has been made desolate, But no man takes it to heart. 12 On all the worn paths through the wilderness the destroyers have come, For the sword of Jehovah is devouring from one end of the land to the other end. There is no peace for anyone.* 13 They have sown wheat, but they have reaped thorns. They have worn themselves out, but to no benefit. They will be ashamed of their produce Because of the burning anger of Jehovah.” 14 This is what Jehovah says against all my wicked neighbors, who are touching the inheritance that I caused my people Israel to possess: “Here I am uprooting them from their land, and I will uproot the house of Judah from among them. 15 But after I uproot them, I will again have mercy on them and bring each of them back to his inheritance and to his land.” 16 “And if they make sure to learn the ways of my people and to swear by my name, ‘As surely as Jehovah is alive!’ just as they taught my people to swear by Baʹal, they will then be built up among my people. 17 But if they refuse to obey, I will also uproot that nation, uprooting and destroying it,” declares Jehovah. 
13 This is what Jehovah told me: “Go and buy a linen belt for yourself and put it around your waist, but do not dip it in water.” 2 So I bought the belt according to the word of Jehovah and put it around my waist. 3 And the word of Jehovah came to me a second time: 4 “Take the belt that you bought and are wearing and get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and hide it there in a cleft of the crag.” 5 So I went and hid it by the Eu·phraʹtes, just as Jehovah had commanded me. 6 But many days later Jehovah said to me: “Get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and take from there the belt that I commanded you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Eu·phraʹtes and dug up the belt and took it from the place where I had hidden it, and I saw that the belt had been ruined; it was completely useless. 8 Then the word of Jehovah came to me: 9 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘In the same way I will destroy the pride of Judah and the immense pride of Jerusalem. 10 These evil people who refuse to obey my words, who stubbornly follow their own heart, and who are following other gods, serving and bowing down to them, will become just like this belt that is completely useless.’ 11 ‘For just as a belt clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to become to me a people, a name, a praise, and something beautiful. But they did not obey.’ 12 “And you must also give this message to them, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: “Every large jar should be filled with wine.”’ And they will reply to you, ‘Do we not already know that every large jar should be filled with wine?’ 13 Then say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Here I am filling with drunkenness all the inhabitants of this land, the kings sitting on the throne of David, the priests and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 14 And I will smash them against each other, fathers and sons alike,” declares Jehovah. “I will not show compassion or feel any sorrow or have any mercy on them; nothing will stop me from bringing them to ruin.”’ 15 Hear and pay attention. Do not be haughty, for Jehovah has spoken. 16 Give glory to Jehovah your God Before he brings darkness And before your feet stumble on the mountains at dusk. You will hope for the light, But he will bring deep shadow; He will turn it into thick gloom. 17 And if you refuse to listen, I* will weep in secret because of your pride. I will shed many tears, and my eyes will stream with tears, Because the flock of Jehovah has been carried away captive. 18 Tell the king and the queen mother,* ‘Sit in a lower place, For your beautiful crown will fall from your head.’ 19 The cities of the south are shut,* with no one to open them. All of Judah has been taken into exile, taken completely into exile. 20 Raise your eyes and see those coming from the north. Where is the flock you were given, your beautiful sheep? 21 What will you say when your punishment comes From your close friends whom you cultivated from the start? Will not birth pains seize you, like those of a woman giving birth? 22 And when you say in your heart, ‘Why have these things befallen me?’ It is because of your great error that your skirts have been stripped off And your heels have been treated violently. 23 Can a Cushʹite* change his skin, or a leopard its spots? If so, then you can do good, You who are trained to do bad. 24 So I will scatter them like straw blown by the desert wind. 25 This is your lot, the portion that I have measured out to you,” declares Jehovah, “Because you have forgotten me and you trust in lies. 26 Therefore, I will lift up your skirts over your face, And your shame will be seen, 27 Your acts of adultery and your lustful neighing, Your obscene* prostitution. On the hills, in the field, I have seen your disgusting behavior. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How much longer will you remain unclean?” 
14 This is the word of Jehovah that came to Jeremiah concerning the droughts:  2 Judah mourns, and its gates have faded away. They sink to the ground dejected, And a cry goes up from Jerusalem.  3 And their masters send their servants* for water. They go to the water holes* and find no water. They return with their vessels empty. They are ashamed and disappointed, And they cover their heads.  4 Because the ground is cracked, For there is no rain on the land, The farmers are dismayed and cover their heads.  5 Even the doe in the field forsakes her newborn Because there is no grass.  6 The wild donkeys stand on the bare hills. They pant for air like jackals; Their eyes fail because there is no vegetation.  7 Although our own errors testify against us, O Jehovah, act for the sake of your name. For our acts of unfaithfulness are many, And it is against you that we have sinned.  8 O hope of Israel, his Savior in times of distress, Why are you like a stranger in the land, Like a traveler who stops only to spend the night?  9 Why are you like a man who is stunned, Like a mighty man who cannot save? For you are among us, O Jehovah, And your name has been called on us. Do not abandon us. 10 This is what Jehovah says concerning this people: “They love to wander about; they have not restrained their feet. So Jehovah finds no pleasure in them. Now he will remember their error and call them to account for their sins.” 11 Then Jehovah said to me: “Do not pray for good to come to this people. 12 When they fast, I do not listen to their entreaties, and when they offer whole burnt offerings and grain offerings, I take no pleasure in them, for by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence,* I will do away with them.” 13 At this I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Here the prophets are saying to them, ‘You will not see the sword, and famine will not come upon you, but I will give you true peace in this place.’” 14 Jehovah then said to me: “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I have not sent them or commanded them or spoken to them. A lying vision and a worthless divination and the deceit of their own heart is what they are prophesying to you. 15 Therefore this is what Jehovah says concerning the prophets who are prophesying in my name, though I did not send them, and who say that no sword or famine will occur in this land: ‘By sword and by famine those prophets will perish. 16 And the people to whom they are prophesying will be cast out into the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword, with no one to bury them—them, their wives, their sons, or their daughters—for I will pour out on them the calamity they deserve.’ 17 “You must speak this word to them, ‘Let my eyes stream with tears night and day, let them not cease, For the virgin daughter of my people has been completely crushed and broken, With an extremely severe wound. 18 If I go out into the field and look, I see those slain by the sword! And if I come into the city, I see the diseases from the famine! For both the prophet and the priest have gone around in a land that they do not know.’” 19 Have you completely rejected Judah, or have you* abhorred Zion? Why have you struck us, so that there is no healing for us? There was a hope for peace, but nothing good came, For a time of healing, but there is terror! 20 We acknowledge our wickedness, O Jehovah, And the error of our forefathers, For we have sinned against you. 21 For the sake of your name, do not reject us; Do not despise your glorious throne. Remember, and do not break your covenant with us. 22 Can any of the worthless idols of the nations give rain, Or can even the heavens send showers of rain on their own? Are you not the only One, O Jehovah our God? And we hope in you, For you alone have done all these things. 
15 Then Jehovah said to me: “Even if Moses and Samuel were standing before me, I would show no favor toward* this people. Drive them out from before me. Let them go. 2 And if they say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ you must say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Whoever is for deadly plague, to deadly plague! Whoever is for the sword, to the sword! Whoever is for the famine, to the famine! And whoever is for the captivity, to the captivity!”’ 3 “‘And I will appoint over them four calamities,’* declares Jehovah, ‘the sword to kill, the dogs to drag away, and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the earth to devour and to destroy. 4 And I will make them an object of horror to all the kingdoms of the earth because of Ma·nasʹseh the son of Hez·e·kiʹah, the king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.  5 Who will show compassion to you, O Jerusalem, Who will sympathize with you, And who will stop to ask about your welfare?’  6 ‘You have deserted me,’ declares Jehovah. ‘You keep turning your back on me.* So I will stretch out my hand against you and destroy you. I am tired of feeling pity for you.*  7 And I will winnow them with a fork in the gates of the land. I will bereave them of children. I will destroy my people, Since they refuse to turn back from their ways.  8 Their widows will become more numerous before me than the sand of the seas. I will bring a destroyer against them at midday, against mothers and young men. I will bring agitation and terror upon them suddenly.  9 The woman who bore seven children has grown faint; She* struggles for breath. Her sun has set while it is yet day, Causing shame and humiliation.’* ‘And those few remaining ones of them I will give to the sword before their enemies,’ declares Jehovah.” 10 Woe to me, O my mother, because you gave birth to me, A man subject to quarrel and strife with all the land. I have neither loaned nor borrowed; But all of them curse me. 11 Jehovah said: “I will surely minister to you for good; I will surely intercede for you in the time of calamity, In the time of distress against the enemy. 12 Can anyone break iron in pieces, Iron from the north, and copper? 13 Your resources and your treasures I will give as plunder, Not for a price, but because of all your sins throughout all your territories. 14 I will give them to your enemies To take to a land you do not know. For a fire has been ignited by my anger, And it is burning against you.” 15 You know, O Jehovah, Remember me and turn your attention to me. Take vengeance on my persecutors for me. Do not let me perish* because of your slowness to anger. Know that for your sake I bear this reproach. 16 Your words were found, and I ate them; And your word became to me the exultation and the rejoicing of my heart, For your name has been called on me, O Jehovah God of armies. 17 I do not sit in the company of merrymakers and rejoice. Because your hand is upon me, I sit alone, For you have filled me with indignation.* 18 Why is my pain chronic and my wound incurable? It refuses to be healed. Will you become to me like a deceptive water supply That cannot be relied on? 19 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: “If you return, then I will restore you, And you will stand before me. If you separate what is precious from what is worthless, You will become like my own mouth.* They will have to turn to you, But you will not turn to them.” 20 “I am making you a fortified copper wall to this people. They will certainly fight against you, But they will not prevail against you,* For I am with you, to save you and to rescue you,” declares Jehovah. 21 “And I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked And redeem you from the palm of the ruthless.” 
16 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 2 “You must not take a wife for yourself, and you must not have sons and daughters in this place. 3 For this is what Jehovah says concerning the sons and daughters who are born here and concerning their mothers who give birth to them and concerning their fathers who cause their birth in this land: 4 ‘They will die of deadly diseases, but no one will mourn them or bury them; they will become like manure on the surface of the ground. They will perish by the sword and by famine, and their dead bodies will be food for the birds of the heavens and for the beasts of the earth.’  5 For this is what Jehovah says, ‘Do not enter a house where a mourners’ feast is held, And do not go to wail or offer sympathy.’ ‘For I have taken away my peace from this people,’ declares Jehovah, ‘As well as my loyal love and mercy.  6 Both the great and the small will die in this land. They will not be buried, No one will mourn them, Nor will anyone cut himself or make himself bald for them.*  7 And no one will provide food for those in mourning, To comfort them over their dead; Nor will anyone give them the cup of consolation To drink over the loss of their father or mother.  8 And do not enter a house of feasting To sit down with them to eat and drink.’ 9 “For this is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘Here in this place, in your days and before your very eyes, I will put an end to the sounds of exultation and rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.’ 10 “When you tell this people all these words, they will ask you, ‘Why has Jehovah spoken of all this great calamity against us? What error and what sin have we committed against Jehovah our God?’ 11 You must reply to them, ‘“Because your forefathers abandoned me,” declares Jehovah, “and they kept following other gods and serving them and bowing down to them. But me they abandoned, and my law they did not keep. 12 And you have behaved far worse than your forefathers, and each one of you follows the stubbornness of his wicked heart instead of obeying me. 13 So I will hurl you out of this land into a land that neither you nor your forefathers have known, and there you will have to serve other gods day and night, because I will show you no favor.”’ 14 “‘However, the days are coming,’ declares Jehovah, ‘when they will no longer say: “As surely as Jehovah is alive, who brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt!” 15 but rather: “As surely as Jehovah is alive, who brought the people of Israel from the land of the north and from all the lands to which he had dispersed them!” and I will bring them back to their land, which I gave to their forefathers.’ 16 ‘Here I am sending for many fishermen,’ declares Jehovah, ‘And they will fish for them. After that I will send for many hunters, And they will hunt them down on every mountain and every hill And out of the clefts of the crags. 17 For my eyes are on everything they do.* They have not been hidden from before me, Nor has their error been hidden from my eyes. 18 First, I will repay the full amount due for their error and their sin, For they have profaned my land with the lifeless figures* of their disgusting idols And have filled my inheritance with their detestable things.’” 19 O Jehovah, my strength and my stronghold, My place to flee in the day of distress, To you the nations will come from the ends of the earth, And they will say: “Our forefathers inherited utter falsehood, Futility and useless things of no benefit.” 20 Can a man make gods for himself When they are not really gods? 21 “So I will make them know, At this time I will make them know my power and my might, And they will have to know that my name is Jehovah.”

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”
Or “the beloved one of my soul.”
Or “speckled.”
Or possibly, “It mourns.”
Lit., “any flesh.”
Or “My soul.”
Or “the lady.”
Or “besieged.”
Or “an Ethiopian.”
Or “shameful.”
Or “their small ones.”
Or “the ditches; the cisterns.”
Or “disease.”
Or “has your soul.”
Or “my soul would not be toward.”
Or possibly, “four kinds of judgment.” Lit., “four families.”
Or possibly, “keep walking backward.”
Or “feeling regret.”
Or “Her soul.”
Or possibly, “It has become ashamed and felt abashed.”
Lit., “Do not take me away.”
Or “a message of denunciation.”
Or “become my spokesman.”
Or “defeat you.”
Pagan mourning customs apparently practiced in apostate Israel.
Lit., “on all their ways.”
Lit., “the corpses.”


^ (Jer. 13:15-27) Hear and pay attention. Do not be haughty, for Jehovah has spoken. 16 Give glory to Jehovah your God Before he brings darkness And before your feet stumble on the mountains at dusk. You will hope for the light, But he will bring deep shadow; He will turn it into thick gloom. 17 And if you refuse to listen, I* will weep in secret because of your pride. I will shed many tears, and my eyes will stream with tears, Because the flock of Jehovah has been carried away captive. 18 Tell the king and the queen mother,* ‘Sit in a lower place, For your beautiful crown will fall from your head.’ 19 The cities of the south are shut,* with no one to open them. All of Judah has been taken into exile, taken completely into exile. 20 Raise your eyes and see those coming from the north. Where is the flock you were given, your beautiful sheep? 21 What will you say when your punishment comes From your close friends whom you cultivated from the start? Will not birth pains seize you, like those of a woman giving birth? 22 And when you say in your heart, ‘Why have these things befallen me?’ It is because of your great error that your skirts have been stripped off And your heels have been treated violently. 23 Can a Cushʹite* change his skin, or a leopard its spots? If so, then you can do good, You who are trained to do bad. 24 So I will scatter them like straw blown by the desert wind. 25 This is your lot, the portion that I have measured out to you,” declares Jehovah, “Because you have forgotten me and you trust in lies. 26 Therefore, I will lift up your skirts over your face, And your shame will be seen, 27 Your acts of adultery and your lustful neighing, Your obscene* prostitution. On the hills, in the field, I have seen your disgusting behavior. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How much longer will you remain unclean?”

Or “My soul.”
Or “the lady.”
Or “besieged.”
Or “an Ethiopian.”
Or “shameful.”





^ ***sjj song 128 Enduring to the End***


SONG 128

Enduring to the End


(Matthew 24:13)


	1. God’s Word and all it promises

Give reason to endure.

The things you’ve learned and come to love

Are all well-founded and sure.

Be stabilized in holy faith,

Keeping God’s day close in mind.

Stand firm in your integrity;

By tests you will be refined.



	2. Maintain the love you had at first,

Which somehow could be lost.

Despite the trials you will meet,

Endure no matter the cost.

Whatever test may come your way,

Never yield to doubt or fear.

Jehovah will provide escape,

Our God ever will be near.



	3. All those enduring to the end

Are those who will be saved.

The book of life will list their names,

A record clearly engraved.

So let endurance be your aim;

Let it have its work complete.

Jehovah’s favor you will know;

With joy you will be replete.







(See also Heb. 6:19; Jas. 1:4; 2 Pet. 3:12; Rev. 2:4.)





^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured* to the end will be saved.

Or “who endures.”


^ (Heb. 6:19) We have this hope as an anchor for the soul,* both sure and firm, and it enters in within the curtain,

Or “for our lives.”


^ (Jas. 1:4) But let endurance complete its work, so that you may be complete and sound in all respects, not lacking in anything.



^ (2 Pet. 3:12) as you await and keep close in mind* the presence of the day of Jehovah,* through which the heavens will be destroyed in flames and the elements will melt in the intense heat!

Or “eagerly desire.” Lit., “speed up.”
See App. A5.


^ (Rev. 2:4) Nevertheless, I hold this against you, that you have left the love you had at first.









^ ***jr pp. 51-52 Guard Against a Treacherous Heart***


17-19. (a) Why did Jeremiah make a long trip to the Euphrates? (b) How could Jeremiah’s obedience have been under test? (c) What was accomplished by Jeremiah’s actions involving the belt?

17 Jeremiah’s assignment involved obedience to God’s direction. If you had been Jeremiah, would you have accepted any such instructions given? At one point, Jehovah told Jeremiah to get a linen belt and wear it. Next, God commanded him to travel to the Euphrates. Consult a map, and you will see that this meant a trip of some 300 miles (500 km). Once there, Jeremiah was to hide the belt in the cleft of a crag and then travel all the way back to Jerusalem. And God later had him return to get the belt. (Read Jeremiah 13:1-9.) In all, Jeremiah would have traveled about 1,200 miles (1,900 km). Bible critics just cannot believe that he would travel so far, walking for months.* (Ezra 7:9) Still, that is what God said and what Jeremiah did.





^ par. 17 (Jer. 13:1-9) This is what Jehovah told me: “Go and buy a linen belt for yourself and put it around your waist, but do not dip it in water.” 2 So I bought the belt according to the word of Jehovah and put it around my waist. 3 And the word of Jehovah came to me a second time: 4 “Take the belt that you bought and are wearing and get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and hide it there in a cleft of the crag.” 5 So I went and hid it by the Eu·phraʹtes, just as Jehovah had commanded me. 6 But many days later Jehovah said to me: “Get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and take from there the belt that I commanded you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Eu·phraʹtes and dug up the belt and took it from the place where I had hidden it, and I saw that the belt had been ruined; it was completely useless. 8 Then the word of Jehovah came to me: 9 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘In the same way I will destroy the pride of Judah and the immense pride of Jerusalem.



^ par. 17 (Ezra 7:9) On the first day of the first month, he began the journey from Babylon, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, for the good hand of his God was upon him.







^ par. 17 Some consider Jeremiah’s destination to be nearby instead of at the Euphrates. Why? “The sole object of this criticism,” states one scholar, “is to save the prophet the labour of two supposed journeys from Jerusalem to the Euphrates.”









^ ***jr p. 52 Guard Against a Treacherous Heart***


18 Picture the prophet trekking through the Judean mountains and then, depending on his route, into a desert toward the Euphrates. All of that just to hide a linen belt! His long absence must have aroused the curiosity of his neighbors. When he returned, he did not have the linen belt with him. Then God told him to make the long trip again, to retrieve the belt, now rotten and “not fit for anything.” Imagine how easy it would have been to think: ‘Now that is just too much. I see no point to it.’ Yet, having been molded by God, he did not react that way. Rather than complain, he did as he was instructed!








^ ***jr pp. 52-53 Guard Against a Treacherous Heart***


19 It was only after the second journey that God explained matters. Jeremiah’s actions set the stage for him to deliver a potent message: “This bad people who are refusing to obey my words, who are walking in the stubbornness of their heart and who keep walking after other gods in order to serve them and to bow down to them, will also become just like this belt that is fit for nothing.” (Jer. 13:10) What an impressive way for Jehovah to teach his people! Jeremiah’s heartfelt obedience to Jehovah in what may have seemed trivial played a role in His efforts to reach the hearts of the people.—Jer. 13:11.

20. Why might your obedience puzzle some, but of what can you be sure?

20 Christians today are not being asked to walk hundreds of miles as part of a divine lesson. Might it be, though, that the Christian course you pursue could cause neighbors or associates to be puzzled or even to criticize you? It may involve your dress and grooming, your choice as to education, what you prefer as a career, or even your view of alcoholic beverages. Will you be as determined to comply with God’s guidance as Jeremiah was? Your choices because of allowing your heart to be molded by God may lead to your giving a fine witness. In any case, being obedient to Jehovah’s direction found in his Word and accepting the guidance given through the faithful slave class is for your lasting good. Rather than being led by a treacherous heart, you can be like Jeremiah. Be resolved, then, to accept being molded by God; let him form you into an honorable vessel for his lasting use.





^ par. 19 (Jer. 13:10) These evil people who refuse to obey my words, who stubbornly follow their own heart, and who are following other gods, serving and bowing down to them, will become just like this belt that is completely useless.’



^ par. 19 (Jer. 13:11) ‘For just as a belt clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to become to me a people, a name, a praise, and something beautiful. But they did not obey.’









^ ***it-1 p. 1121 Hips***

Jehovah spoke of the houses of Israel and Judah as having been like a belt on his hips, so closely had he held them to himself, in order that they might become to him a praise and something beautiful. (Jer 13:11) Jesus Christ is prophetically pictured as reigning with righteousness as the belt of his hips and faithfulness as the belt of his loins. This may refer to the fact that all the active powers of Jesus Christ adhere unchangeably to righteousness and faithfulness. Like a belt that provides support, the moral quality of righteousness strengthens him in acting as Jehovah’s appointed Judge.—Isa 11:1, 5.



^ (Jer. 13:11) ‘For just as a belt clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to become to me a people, a name, a praise, and something beautiful. But they did not obey.’



^ (Isa. 11:1) A twig will grow out of the stump of Jesʹse, And a sprout from his roots will bear fruit.



^ (Isa. 11:5) Righteousness will be the belt around his waist, And faithfulness the belt of his hips.









^ ***jr pp. 118-119 Are You Daily Asking, “Where Is Jehovah?”***


11, 12. How did Jeremiah receive an answer to his question about the seeming success of the wicked?

11 Jeremiah had a vexing question when he observed the wicked succeed. (Read Jeremiah 12:1, 3.) Though not at all questioning Jehovah’s righteousness, the prophet sought a response to his “complaint.” His forthrightness made it clear that he had a strong bond with God, much like that of a child with his beloved father. It was just that Jeremiah did not understand why many Jews were prospering despite being wicked. Did Jeremiah get a satisfying answer? Jehovah assured him that He would uproot the wicked. (Jer. 12:14) As Jeremiah saw the outworking of the matters he took to God in prayer, his confidence in divine justice must have deepened. As a result, Jeremiah must have increasingly turned to God in prayer, expressing himself to his Father.





^ par. 11 (Jer. 12:1) You are righteous, O Jehovah, when I make my complaint to you, When I speak about matters of justice with you. But why is the way of wicked ones successful, And why are the treacherous unworried?



^ par. 11 (Jer. 12:3) But you know me well, O Jehovah, you see me; You have examined my heart and found it in union with you. Single them out like sheep for slaughtering, And set them apart for the day of killing.



^ par. 11 (Jer. 12:14) This is what Jehovah says against all my wicked neighbors, who are touching the inheritance that I caused my people Israel to possess: “Here I am uprooting them from their land, and I will uproot the house of Judah from among them.









^ ***w04 5/1 p. 12 Be Courageous Like Jeremiah***

Let Us Watch Our Associations

16, 17. What was Jeremiah’s view of associations, and how can we imitate him?

16 Jeremiah reports something else that helped him to be courageous. He said: “I have not sat down in the intimate group of those playing jokes and begun exulting. Because of your hand I have sat down all by myself, for it is with denunciation that you have filled me.” (Jeremiah 15:17) Jeremiah would rather be alone than be corrupted by bad companions. We today view matters the same way. We never forget the apostle Paul’s warning that “bad associations spoil useful habits,” even useful habits that we have had for many years.—1 Corinthians 15:33.



^ par. 16 (Jer. 15:17) I do not sit in the company of merrymakers and rejoice. Because your hand is upon me, I sit alone, For you have filled me with indignation.*

Or “a message of denunciation.”


^ par. 16 (1 Cor. 15:33) Do not be misled. Bad associations spoil useful habits.*

Or “corrupt good morals.”








^ ***w16 March p. 29-p. 31 par. 5 Questions From Readers***


QUESTIONS FROM READERS



When were God’s people held captive by Babylon the Great?

 That spiritual captivity lasted from the second century C.E. to 1919. Why is this adjusted view warranted?

All the evidence indicates that this captivity ended in 1919 when anointed Christians were gathered into the restored congregation. Consider: God’s people were tested and refined during the years following the establishment of God’s Kingdom in the heavens in 1914.* (Mal. 3:1-4) Then, in 1919, Jesus appointed “the faithful and discreet slave” over God’s cleansed people to give them spiritual “food at the proper time.” (Matt. 24:45-47) This was the year that God’s people started to return to their God-given spiritual estate. It was also the time when they were released from symbolic captivity to Babylon the Great. (Rev. 18:4) But when did that captivity actually begin?

For a number of years, we explained that this captivity began in 1918 and involved a brief period of time when God’s people came under the control of Babylon the Great. For example, The Watchtower of March 15, 1992, stated: “Yet, as God’s ancient people were taken into Babylonian captivity for a time, in 1918 Jehovah’s servants came into a measure of bondage to Babylon the Great.” However, further research has shown that this captivity began much earlier than 1918.

For example, let us consider one of the prophecies that foretold this captivity and release of God’s people. It is recorded at Ezekiel 37:1-14. In a vision, Ezekiel sees a valley filled with bones. Jehovah explains to Ezekiel that these bones represent “the whole house of Israel.” In its larger fulfillment, this restoration prophecy applies to “the Israel of God.” (Gal. 6:16; Acts 3:21) Next, Ezekiel sees the bones come to life and become a large army. What a fitting way to describe the spiritual resurrection of God’s people that culminated in the events of 1919! But what does this vision reveal to us concerning the length of time involved?

First, we note that the bones are described as either “dry” or “very dry.” (Ezek. 37:2, 11) This indicates that those to whom the bones belonged had been dead for a very long time. Second, the restoration is described as a gradual process, not something that happens suddenly. Initially, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and “the bones began to come together, bone to bone.” Then, “sinews and flesh” were added. Next, the bones, sinews, and flesh were covered with skin. Eventually, “breath came into them, and they began to live.” Finally, Jehovah settled the revived people on their land. All of this would take time.—Ezek. 37:7-10, 14.

The captivity of the ancient nation of Israel lasted a long time. It began in 740 B.C.E. with the fall and exile of many from the ten-tribe northern kingdom. Then, in 607 B.C.E., Jerusalem was destroyed and people of the southern kingdom of Judah were also taken into exile. This period of captivity ended in 537 B.C.E. when a remnant of the Jews returned to rebuild the temple and reestablished pure worship in Jerusalem.

With these Scriptural details in mind, it becomes clear that the captivity of God’s people to Babylon the Great must have been much longer than the events of 1918-1919. The captivity parallels the time when the symbolic weeds would grow together with the wheatlike “sons of the Kingdom.” (Matt. 13:36-43) That growing season refers to the period during which genuine Christians were greatly outnumbered by apostates. The Christian congregation, in effect, was held captive by Babylon the Great. That captivity began sometime in the second century C.E. and continued until the cleansing of the spiritual temple in the time of the end.—Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Thess. 2:3, 6; 1 John 2:18, 19.

During that extended period of spiritual captivity, the clergy and their political associates, who were desirous of maintaining their power, kept the Word of God from the people under their control. At times, it was a crime to read the Bible in a common language. Some people who did so were even burned at the stake. Any who expressed an opinion contrary to what the clergy taught were dealt with harshly, thus stifling any attempts to spread the light of the truth.

What about the second development, the restoration? When and how did that occur? This spiritual restoration work was a gradual process. It was accompanied by “a rattling sound” during the centuries leading up to the time of the end. Although false religious teachings held sway for the most part, some faithful individuals stood up in behalf of true worship to the extent that they were able to do so. Some of them endeavored to produce Bibles in the languages of the common people. Others declared the truths that they had discovered in the pages of God’s Word.

Then, in the late 1800’s, Charles Taze Russell and his associates worked zealously to restore Bible truths. It was as if symbolic flesh and skin were starting to be put on spiritual skeletons. Zion’s Watch Tower and other publications helped honesthearted ones to discover spiritual truths. Later, such tools as the “Photo-Drama of Creation” in 1914 and the book The Finished Mystery in 1917 also strengthened God’s people. Finally, in 1919, God’s people were given life, spiritually speaking, and were settled in their new spiritual land. As time has progressed, this remnant of anointed ones has been joined by those with an earthly hope, and together they have become “an extremely large army.”—Ezek. 37:10; Zech. 8:20-23.*

Given these facts, it becomes clear that God’s people went into captivity to Babylon the Great with the growth of the apostasy in the second century C.E. This was a dark period of time, similar to what the ancient Israelites experienced while in exile. How happy we can be, though, that after God’s people experienced centuries of spiritual oppression, we are living in the time when “those having insight will shine . . . brightly” and “many will cleanse themselves” and they “will be refined”!—Dan. 12:3, 10.

Did Satan physically take Jesus to the temple when tempting him?

 Put simply, we cannot be certain whether Jesus actually stood in the temple or he did so only by means of a vision. At times, both possibilities have been presented in our publications.

Consider first what the Bible record says. In his Gospel account of this event, the apostle Matthew was inspired to write: “Then the Devil took him [Jesus] along into the holy city, and he stationed him on the battlement [“parapet; highest point,” ftn.] of the temple.” (Matt. 4:5) Luke’s parallel account puts it this way: “He then led him into Jerusalem and stationed him on the battlement of the temple.”—Luke 4:9.

In the past, our publications have reasoned that this event may not have happened literally. For example, in the issue of March 1, 1961, The Watchtower explained: “It does not seem reasonable to place a literal construction on all that appears in the account of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. Certainly there is no mountain from which one could be shown ‘all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.’ So too, we must reasonably conclude that Satan did not literally, bodily, physically, take Jesus ‘along into the holy city’ and station him ‘upon the battlement of the temple.’ Such was not at all necessary for the temptation to have force.” However, in subsequent issues of this journal, we have observed that Christ’s complying with Satan’s request could have resulted in Jesus’ suicide.





^ par. 2 (Mal. 3:1-4) “Look! I am sending my messenger, and he will clear up* a way before me. And suddenly the true Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant will come, in whom you take delight. Look! He will certainly come,” says Jehovah of armies. 2 “But who will endure the day of his coming, and who will be able to stand when he appears? For he will be like the fire of a refiner and like the lye* of laundrymen. 3 And he will sit as a refiner and cleanser of silver and will cleanse the sons of Leʹvi; and he will clarify* them like gold and like silver, and they will certainly become to Jehovah people presenting a gift offering in righteousness. 4 And the gift offering of Judah and of Jerusalem will actually be pleasing* to Jehovah, as in the days of long ago and as in the years of antiquity.

Or “prepare.”
Or “soap.”
Or “refine.”
Or “gratifying.”


^ par. 2 (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet* slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.

Or “wise.”


^ par. 2 (Rev. 18:4) And I heard another voice out of heaven say: “Get out of her, my people, if you do not want to share with her in her sins, and if you do not want to receive part of her plagues.



^ par. 4 (Ezek. 37:1-14) The hand of Jehovah was upon me, and by his spirit Jehovah took me and set me down in the middle of the valley plain, and it was full of bones. 2 He had me pass all around them, and I saw that there were very many bones lying in the valley plain, and they were very dry. 3 He asked me: “Son of man, can these bones come to life?” To that I said: “Sovereign Lord Jehovah, you are the one who knows.” 4 So he said to me: “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, ‘You dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah: 5 “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says to these bones: “I will cause breath to enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will put sinews and flesh on you, and I will cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you will come to life; and you will have to know that I am Jehovah.”’” 7 Then I prophesied just as I had been commanded. As soon as I prophesied, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones began to come together, bone to bone. 8 Then I saw sinews and flesh come on them, and skin covered over them. But there was still no breath in them. 9 He then said to me: “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “From the four winds come in, O wind,* and blow upon these people who were killed, so that they may come to life.”’” 10 So I prophesied just as he commanded me, and breath* came into them, and they began to live and to stand on their feet, an extremely large army. 11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Here they are saying, ‘Our bones are dry, and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’ 12 So prophesy and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I will open your graves and raise you up from your graves, my people, and bring you to the land of Israel. 13 And you will have to know that I am Jehovah when I open your graves and when I raise you up out of your graves, O my people.”’ 14 ‘I will put my spirit in you and you will come to life, and I will settle you on your land; and you will have to know that I myself, Jehovah, have spoken and I have done it,’ declares Jehovah.”

Or “breath; spirit.”
Or “spirit.”


^ par. 4 (Gal. 6:16) As for all those who walk orderly by this rule of conduct, peace and mercy be upon them, yes, upon the Israel of God.



^ par. 4 (Acts 3:21) Heaven must hold this one within itself until the times of restoration of all things of which God spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets of old.



^ par. 5 (Ezek. 37:2) He had me pass all around them, and I saw that there were very many bones lying in the valley plain, and they were very dry.



^ par. 5 (Ezek. 37:11) Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Here they are saying, ‘Our bones are dry, and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’



^ par. 5 (Ezek. 37:7-10) Then I prophesied just as I had been commanded. As soon as I prophesied, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones began to come together, bone to bone. 8 Then I saw sinews and flesh come on them, and skin covered over them. But there was still no breath in them. 9 He then said to me: “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “From the four winds come in, O wind,* and blow upon these people who were killed, so that they may come to life.”’” 10 So I prophesied just as he commanded me, and breath* came into them, and they began to live and to stand on their feet, an extremely large army.

Or “breath; spirit.”
Or “spirit.”


^ par. 5 (Ezek. 37:14) ‘I will put my spirit in you and you will come to life, and I will settle you on your land; and you will have to know that I myself, Jehovah, have spoken and I have done it,’ declares Jehovah.”



^ par. 2 (Matt. 13:36-43) Then after dismissing the crowds, he went into the house. His disciples came to him and said: “Explain to us the illustration of the weeds in the field.” 37 In response he said: “The sower of the fine seed is the Son of man; 38 the field is the world. As for the fine seed, these are the sons of the Kingdom, but the weeds are the sons of the wicked one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is a conclusion of a system of things,* and the reapers are angels. 40 Therefore, just as the weeds are collected and burned with fire, so it will be in the conclusion of the system of things.* 41 The Son of man will send his angels, and they will collect out from his Kingdom all things that cause stumbling and people who practice lawlessness, 42 and they will pitch them into the fiery furnace. There is where their weeping and the gnashing of their teeth will be. 43 At that time the righteous ones will shine as brightly as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father. Let the one who has ears listen.

Or “an age.” See Glossary.
Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ par. 2 (Acts 20:29, 30) I know that after my going away oppressive wolves will enter in among you and will not treat the flock with tenderness, 30 and from among you yourselves men will rise and speak twisted things to draw away the disciples after themselves.



^ par. 2 (2 Thess. 2:3) Let no one lead you astray* in any way, because it will not come unless the apostasy comes first and the man of lawlessness gets revealed, the son of destruction.

Or “seduce you.”


^ par. 2 (2 Thess. 2:6) And now you know what is acting as a restraint, so that he will be revealed in his own due time.



^ par. 2 (1 John 2:18, 19) Young children, it is the last hour, and just as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared, from which fact we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of our sort;* for if they had been of our sort, they would have remained with us. But they went out so that it might be shown that not all are of our sort.

Or “they did not belong to us.”


^ par. 1 (Ezek. 37:10) So I prophesied just as he commanded me, and breath* came into them, and they began to live and to stand on their feet, an extremely large army.

Or “spirit.”


^ par. 1 (Zech. 8:20-23) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘It will yet come to pass that peoples and the inhabitants of many cities will come; 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to those of another and say: “Let us earnestly go to beg for the favor* of Jehovah and to seek Jehovah of armies. I am also going.” 22 And many peoples and mighty nations will come to seek Jehovah of armies in Jerusalem and to beg for the favor* of Jehovah.’ 23 “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘In those days ten men out of all the languages of the nations will take hold, yes, they will take firm hold of the robe* of a Jew,* saying: “We want to go with you, for we have heard that God is with you people.”’”

Or “soften the face.”
Or “soften the face.”
Or “extremity of the garment.”
Lit., “a Jewish man.”


^ par. 2 (Dan. 12:3) “And those having insight will shine as brightly as the expanse of heaven, and those bringing the many to righteousness like the stars, forever and ever.



^ par. 2 (Dan. 12:10) Many will cleanse themselves and whiten themselves and will be refined. And the wicked ones will act wickedly, and none of the wicked will understand; but those having insight will understand.



^ par. 4 (Matt. 4:5) Then the Devil took him along into the holy city, and he stationed him on the battlement* of the temple

Or “parapet; highest point.”


^ par. 4 (Luke 4:9) He then led him into Jerusalem and stationed him on the battlement* of the temple and said to him: “If you are a son of God, throw yourself down from here,

Or “parapet; highest point.”






^ par. 2 See The Watchtower, July 15, 2013, pp. 10-12, pars. 5-8, 12.


^ par. 1 Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Revelation 11:7-12 each speak of a spiritual restoration that took place in 1919. However, the prophecy in Ezekiel foretold the eventual spiritual restoration of all of God’s people after an extremely long period of captivity. On the other hand, the prophecy in Revelation refers to the spiritual rebirth of a small group of anointed brothers who have taken the lead after a relatively short period of forced inactivity.






^ (Ezek. 37:1-14) The hand of Jehovah was upon me, and by his spirit Jehovah took me and set me down in the middle of the valley plain, and it was full of bones. 2 He had me pass all around them, and I saw that there were very many bones lying in the valley plain, and they were very dry. 3 He asked me: “Son of man, can these bones come to life?” To that I said: “Sovereign Lord Jehovah, you are the one who knows.” 4 So he said to me: “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, ‘You dry bones, hear the word of Jehovah: 5 “‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says to these bones: “I will cause breath to enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will put sinews and flesh on you, and I will cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you will come to life; and you will have to know that I am Jehovah.”’” 7 Then I prophesied just as I had been commanded. As soon as I prophesied, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones began to come together, bone to bone. 8 Then I saw sinews and flesh come on them, and skin covered over them. But there was still no breath in them. 9 He then said to me: “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “From the four winds come in, O wind,* and blow upon these people who were killed, so that they may come to life.”’” 10 So I prophesied just as he commanded me, and breath* came into them, and they began to live and to stand on their feet, an extremely large army. 11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Here they are saying, ‘Our bones are dry, and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.’ 12 So prophesy and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I will open your graves and raise you up from your graves, my people, and bring you to the land of Israel. 13 And you will have to know that I am Jehovah when I open your graves and when I raise you up out of your graves, O my people.”’ 14 ‘I will put my spirit in you and you will come to life, and I will settle you on your land; and you will have to know that I myself, Jehovah, have spoken and I have done it,’ declares Jehovah.”

Or “breath; spirit.”
Or “spirit.”


^ (Rev. 11:7-12) When they have finished their witnessing, the wild beast that ascends out of the abyss will wage war with them and conquer them and kill them. 8 And their corpses will be on the main street of the great city that is in a spiritual sense called Sodʹom and Egypt, where their Lord was also executed on the stake. 9 And those of the peoples and tribes and tongues* and nations will look at their corpses for three and a half days, and they do not allow their corpses to be laid in a tomb. 10 And those dwelling on the earth rejoice over them and celebrate, and they will send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented those dwelling on the earth. 11 After the three and a half days, spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood on their feet, and great fear fell upon those who saw them. 12 And they heard a loud voice from heaven say to them: “Come up here.” And they went up into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies saw them.*

Or “languages.”
Or “were looking on.”








^ ***sjj song 79 Teach Them to Stand Firm***


SONG 79

Teach Them to Stand Firm


(Matthew 28:19, 20)


	1. What a joy to teach Jehovah’s sheep

And to see how they have grown.

We have seen how he has guided them

As they’ve made the truth their own.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	2. Ev’ry day we said a prayer for them,

As their faith was under test.

We made time to teach and care for them;

They’ve grown strong, and they’ve been blessed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	3. May they all maintain their confidence,

Trust in God and in his Son.

Through endurance and obedience,

May their race for life be won.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.









(See also Luke 6:48; Acts 5:42; Phil. 4:1.)





^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”*

Or “the age.” See Glossary.


^ (Luke 6:48) He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built.



^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Phil. 4:1) Consequently, my brothers whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in this way in the Lord, my beloved ones.









^ ***kr pp. 101-103 The King Refines His People Spiritually***


Should Christians Celebrate Christmas?

 8. What had the Bible Students long acknowledged about Christmas, yet what did they not see clearly?

8 The Bible Students long acknowledged that Christmas has pagan roots and that Jesus was not born on December 25. Zion’s Watch Tower of December 1881 stated: “Millions were brought into the church from Paganism. But the change was mostly in name, for the pagan priests became christian priests and the pagan holidays came to be called by christian names—Christmas being one of these holidays.” In 1883, under the title “When Was Jesus Born?” the Watch Tower reasoned that Jesus was born about the beginning of October.* Yet, the Bible Students did not at the time clearly see the need to stop celebrating Christmas. It continued to be celebrated even by members of the Brooklyn Bethel family. After 1926, however, things began to change. Why?

 9. What did the Bible Students come to realize about Christmas?

9 As a result of careful, closer scrutiny of the subject, the Bible Students came to realize that the origin of Christmas and the practices associated with it actually dishonor God. The article “The Origin of Christmas,” in The Golden Age of December 14, 1927, noted that Christmas is a pagan celebration, focuses on pleasures, and involves idol worship. The article made it clear that the celebration was not ordered by Christ and concluded with this pointed statement about Christmas: “The fact that the world, the flesh, and the Devil are in favor of its perpetuation and observance . . . is a final and conclusive argument against its celebration by those who are dedicated wholly to the service of Jehovah.” Not surprisingly, the Bethel family did not celebrate Christmas that December—or ever again!

“CHRISTMAS, ITS ORIGIN AND PURPOSE”


IN December 1928, Brother Richard H. Barber (circled at left) delivered a powerful radio discourse on the subject of Christmas. The content of that discourse was published in The Golden Age of December 12, 1928, under the title “Christmas, Its Origin and Purpose.” Among the statements in the discourse were the following:

	            “Satan . . . has taught the people to give more prominence to the birth of the babe Jesus than to the death of the man Jesus, in order to hide the importance of the ransom.”



	            “Every one is aware of the spirit of frivolity, debauchery, drunkenness and revelry so prevalent during the Christmas season . . . Surely none of these things honor either Jehovah God or His Son.”



	            “The Devil has now succeeded in grafting his counterfeit festivals, feast days, fast days and holy days upon the church . . . The Devil has succeeded in getting the people to adopt all his wicked schemes and to give them the name Christian, in order that thus he might mock the great Jehovah God.”









10. (a) What thorough exposé of Christmas was presented in December 1928? (See also the box “Christmas, Its Origin and Purpose.”) (b) How were God’s people alerted to other holidays and celebrations that should be avoided? (See the box “Exposing Other Holidays and Celebrations.”)

10 The following year, the Bible Students received an even more thorough exposé of Christmas. On December 12, 1928, Brother Richard H. Barber, a member of the headquarters staff, gave a radio discourse that laid bare the unclean origins of this holiday. How did God’s people respond to the clear direction from headquarters? Recalling when he and his family stopped celebrating Christmas, Brother Charles Brandlein said: “Did we mind putting those pagan things away? Absolutely not! . . . It was just like taking a soiled garment off and throwing it away.” Reflecting a similar spirit, Brother Henry A. Cantwell, who later served as a traveling overseer, recalled: “We were pleased that we were able to give up something to prove our love for Jehovah.” Christ’s loyal followers were willing to make the needed changes and have no part in a celebration that stemmed from unclean worship.*—John 15:19; 17:14.

11. How can we show our support for the Messianic King?

11 What a fine example those faithful Bible Students set for us! Reflecting on their example, we do well to ask ourselves: ‘How do I view the direction we receive from headquarters? Do I gratefully accept it and apply what I learn?’ Our willing obedience shows our support for the Messianic King, who is using the faithful slave to dispense timely spiritual food.—Acts 16:4, 5.

EXPOSING OTHER HOLIDAYS AND CELEBRATIONS


OVER the years, Christ has helped his followers to remain no part of the world. Here are some of the earliest references that alerted God’s people to various holidays and celebrations that true Christians avoid.

	            Easter. “The prominent heathen festival of Easter was also brought over and engrafted into the so-called Christian church.”—The Golden Age, December 12, 1928, page 168.



	            Valentine’s Day. “St. Valentine’s Day has nothing very saintly to commend it as to its origin.”—The Golden Age, December 25, 1929, page 208.



	            Birthdays. “There are but two such celebrations mentioned in the Scriptures, one of the heathen king Pharaoh of Egypt, in the days of Joseph, and the other of [Herod,] whose birthday cost John the Baptist his life. In the Bible there is no instance of celebrations of birthdays by any of God’s people.”—The Golden Age, May 6, 1936, page 499.



	            New Year’s Day. “The whole New Year’s celebration with its high jinks and drunken revelry is not Christian, regardless of the day on which it occurs. Early Christians did not observe it.”—Awake! December 22, 1946, page 24.













^ par. 10 (John 15:19) If you were part of the world, the world would be fond of what is its own. Now because you are no part of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, for this reason the world hates you.



^ par. 10 (John 17:14) I have given your word to them, but the world has hated them, because they are no part of the world, just as I am no part of the world.



^ par. 11 (Acts 16:4, 5) As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.







^ par. 8 This article noted that a winter date for Jesus’ birth “does not comport well with the account of the shepherds being out with their flocks.”—Luke 2:8.


^ par. 10 In a personal letter dated November 14, 1927, Brother Frederick W. Franz wrote: “We will have no Christmas this year. The Bethel family has voted not to have Christmas anymore.” A few months later, in a letter dated February 6, 1928, Brother Franz wrote: “Little by little the Lord is cleansing us from the errors of the Devil’s Babylonish organization.”






^ (Luke 2:8) There were also in the same region shepherds living out of doors and keeping watch in the night over their flocks.









^ ***kr p. 103 The King Refines His People Spiritually***

“CHRISTMAS, ITS ORIGIN AND PURPOSE”


IN December 1928, Brother Richard H. Barber (circled at left) delivered a powerful radio discourse on the subject of Christmas. The content of that discourse was published in The Golden Age of December 12, 1928, under the title “Christmas, Its Origin and Purpose.” Among the statements in the discourse were the following:

	            “Satan . . . has taught the people to give more prominence to the birth of the babe Jesus than to the death of the man Jesus, in order to hide the importance of the ransom.”



	            “Every one is aware of the spirit of frivolity, debauchery, drunkenness and revelry so prevalent during the Christmas season . . . Surely none of these things honor either Jehovah God or His Son.”



	            “The Devil has now succeeded in grafting his counterfeit festivals, feast days, fast days and holy days upon the church . . . The Devil has succeeded in getting the people to adopt all his wicked schemes and to give them the name Christian, in order that thus he might mock the great Jehovah God.”














^ ***kr p. 105 The King Refines His People Spiritually***

EXPOSING OTHER HOLIDAYS AND CELEBRATIONS


OVER the years, Christ has helped his followers to remain no part of the world. Here are some of the earliest references that alerted God’s people to various holidays and celebrations that true Christians avoid.

	            Easter. “The prominent heathen festival of Easter was also brought over and engrafted into the so-called Christian church.”—The Golden Age, December 12, 1928, page 168.



	            Valentine’s Day. “St. Valentine’s Day has nothing very saintly to commend it as to its origin.”—The Golden Age, December 25, 1929, page 208.



	            Birthdays. “There are but two such celebrations mentioned in the Scriptures, one of the heathen king Pharaoh of Egypt, in the days of Joseph, and the other of [Herod,] whose birthday cost John the Baptist his life. In the Bible there is no instance of celebrations of birthdays by any of God’s people.”—The Golden Age, May 6, 1936, page 499.



	            New Year’s Day. “The whole New Year’s celebration with its high jinks and drunken revelry is not Christian, regardless of the day on which it occurs. Early Christians did not observe it.”—Awake! December 22, 1946, page 24.














^ ***sjj song 48 Daily Walking With Jehovah***


SONG 48

Daily Walking With Jehovah


(Micah 6:8)


	1. Hand in hand with our dear Father,

We would humbly walk with him each day.

Oh, how undeserved his kindness

That he grants to those who seek his way!

By his love God made provision;

We may freely take his hand.

So we make our dedication;

With Jehovah we take our stand.



	2. In this day of Satan’s anger,

As the end is drawing ever near,

We are faced with opposition

That could make us turn away in fear.

But Jehovah gives protection;

Close to him we want to stay,

That we might forever serve him.

Love him loyally, never stray.



	3. Help for us God has provided

Through his spirit and his written Word,

Through the Christian congregation,

Through assurance that our prayer is heard.

As we’re walking with Jehovah,

He will help us do what’s right.

He will help us to be loyal

And walk modestly in his sight.







(See also Gen. 5:24; 6:9; 1 Ki. 2:3, 4.)





^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Gen. 5:24) Eʹnoch kept walking with the true God. Then he was no more, for God took him.



^ (Gen. 6:9) This is the history of Noah. Noah was a righteous man. He proved himself faultless* among his contemporaries.* Noah walked with the true God.

Or “blameless.”
Lit., “his generations.”


^ (1 Ki. 2:3, 4) You must keep your obligation to Jehovah your God by walking in his ways and by observing his statutes, his commandments, his judgments, and his reminders as they are written in the Law of Moses; then you will succeed* in everything you do and everywhere you turn. 4 And Jehovah will carry out his promise that he made concerning me: ‘If your sons pay attention to their way by walking faithfully before me with all their heart and soul,* there will never fail to be a man of your line* sitting on the throne of Israel.’

Or “act wisely.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “will not be cut off from you a man.”














^ (Jer. 12:1-16:21) You are righteous, O Jehovah, when I make my complaint to you, When I speak about matters of justice with you. But why is the way of wicked ones successful, And why are the treacherous unworried?  2 You planted them, and they have taken root. They have grown and produced fruit. You are on their lips, but far away from their innermost thoughts.*  3 But you know me well, O Jehovah, you see me; You have examined my heart and found it in union with you. Single them out like sheep for slaughtering, And set them apart for the day of killing.  4 How much longer should the land wither away And the vegetation of every field dry up? Because of the evil of those dwelling in it, The beasts and the birds have been swept away. For they have said: “He does not see what will happen to us.”  5 If you get tired running with footmen, How can you run a race against horses? Even if you are confident in the land of peace, How will you fare among the dense thickets along the Jordan?  6 For even your own brothers, the household of your own father, Have dealt treacherously with you. They have raised a loud cry against you. Do not put faith in them, Even if they speak good things to you.  7 “I have abandoned my house; I have deserted my inheritance. I have given my dearly beloved one* into the hand of her enemies.  8 My inheritance has become to me like a lion in the forest. She has roared against me. So I have come to hate her.  9 My inheritance is like a multicolored* bird of prey to me; The other birds of prey surround it and attack it. Come, gather together, all you beasts of the field, Come to eat. 10 Many shepherds have destroyed my vineyard; They have trampled my portion of land. They have turned my desirable portion of land into a desolate wilderness. 11 It has become a wasteland. It has withered;* It is desolate before me. The whole land has been made desolate, But no man takes it to heart. 12 On all the worn paths through the wilderness the destroyers have come, For the sword of Jehovah is devouring from one end of the land to the other end. There is no peace for anyone.* 13 They have sown wheat, but they have reaped thorns. They have worn themselves out, but to no benefit. They will be ashamed of their produce Because of the burning anger of Jehovah.” 14 This is what Jehovah says against all my wicked neighbors, who are touching the inheritance that I caused my people Israel to possess: “Here I am uprooting them from their land, and I will uproot the house of Judah from among them. 15 But after I uproot them, I will again have mercy on them and bring each of them back to his inheritance and to his land.” 16 “And if they make sure to learn the ways of my people and to swear by my name, ‘As surely as Jehovah is alive!’ just as they taught my people to swear by Baʹal, they will then be built up among my people. 17 But if they refuse to obey, I will also uproot that nation, uprooting and destroying it,” declares Jehovah. 
13 This is what Jehovah told me: “Go and buy a linen belt for yourself and put it around your waist, but do not dip it in water.” 2 So I bought the belt according to the word of Jehovah and put it around my waist. 3 And the word of Jehovah came to me a second time: 4 “Take the belt that you bought and are wearing and get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and hide it there in a cleft of the crag.” 5 So I went and hid it by the Eu·phraʹtes, just as Jehovah had commanded me. 6 But many days later Jehovah said to me: “Get up, go to the Eu·phraʹtes, and take from there the belt that I commanded you to hide there.” 7 So I went to the Eu·phraʹtes and dug up the belt and took it from the place where I had hidden it, and I saw that the belt had been ruined; it was completely useless. 8 Then the word of Jehovah came to me: 9 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘In the same way I will destroy the pride of Judah and the immense pride of Jerusalem. 10 These evil people who refuse to obey my words, who stubbornly follow their own heart, and who are following other gods, serving and bowing down to them, will become just like this belt that is completely useless.’ 11 ‘For just as a belt clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole house of Israel and the whole house of Judah cling to me,’ declares Jehovah, ‘to become to me a people, a name, a praise, and something beautiful. But they did not obey.’ 12 “And you must also give this message to them, ‘This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: “Every large jar should be filled with wine.”’ And they will reply to you, ‘Do we not already know that every large jar should be filled with wine?’ 13 Then say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Here I am filling with drunkenness all the inhabitants of this land, the kings sitting on the throne of David, the priests and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 14 And I will smash them against each other, fathers and sons alike,” declares Jehovah. “I will not show compassion or feel any sorrow or have any mercy on them; nothing will stop me from bringing them to ruin.”’ 15 Hear and pay attention. Do not be haughty, for Jehovah has spoken. 16 Give glory to Jehovah your God Before he brings darkness And before your feet stumble on the mountains at dusk. You will hope for the light, But he will bring deep shadow; He will turn it into thick gloom. 17 And if you refuse to listen, I* will weep in secret because of your pride. I will shed many tears, and my eyes will stream with tears, Because the flock of Jehovah has been carried away captive. 18 Tell the king and the queen mother,* ‘Sit in a lower place, For your beautiful crown will fall from your head.’ 19 The cities of the south are shut,* with no one to open them. All of Judah has been taken into exile, taken completely into exile. 20 Raise your eyes and see those coming from the north. Where is the flock you were given, your beautiful sheep? 21 What will you say when your punishment comes From your close friends whom you cultivated from the start? Will not birth pains seize you, like those of a woman giving birth? 22 And when you say in your heart, ‘Why have these things befallen me?’ It is because of your great error that your skirts have been stripped off And your heels have been treated violently. 23 Can a Cushʹite* change his skin, or a leopard its spots? If so, then you can do good, You who are trained to do bad. 24 So I will scatter them like straw blown by the desert wind. 25 This is your lot, the portion that I have measured out to you,” declares Jehovah, “Because you have forgotten me and you trust in lies. 26 Therefore, I will lift up your skirts over your face, And your shame will be seen, 27 Your acts of adultery and your lustful neighing, Your obscene* prostitution. On the hills, in the field, I have seen your disgusting behavior. Woe to you, O Jerusalem! How much longer will you remain unclean?” 
14 This is the word of Jehovah that came to Jeremiah concerning the droughts:  2 Judah mourns, and its gates have faded away. They sink to the ground dejected, And a cry goes up from Jerusalem.  3 And their masters send their servants* for water. They go to the water holes* and find no water. They return with their vessels empty. They are ashamed and disappointed, And they cover their heads.  4 Because the ground is cracked, For there is no rain on the land, The farmers are dismayed and cover their heads.  5 Even the doe in the field forsakes her newborn Because there is no grass.  6 The wild donkeys stand on the bare hills. They pant for air like jackals; Their eyes fail because there is no vegetation.  7 Although our own errors testify against us, O Jehovah, act for the sake of your name. For our acts of unfaithfulness are many, And it is against you that we have sinned.  8 O hope of Israel, his Savior in times of distress, Why are you like a stranger in the land, Like a traveler who stops only to spend the night?  9 Why are you like a man who is stunned, Like a mighty man who cannot save? For you are among us, O Jehovah, And your name has been called on us. Do not abandon us. 10 This is what Jehovah says concerning this people: “They love to wander about; they have not restrained their feet. So Jehovah finds no pleasure in them. Now he will remember their error and call them to account for their sins.” 11 Then Jehovah said to me: “Do not pray for good to come to this people. 12 When they fast, I do not listen to their entreaties, and when they offer whole burnt offerings and grain offerings, I take no pleasure in them, for by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence,* I will do away with them.” 13 At this I said: “Alas, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah! Here the prophets are saying to them, ‘You will not see the sword, and famine will not come upon you, but I will give you true peace in this place.’” 14 Jehovah then said to me: “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I have not sent them or commanded them or spoken to them. A lying vision and a worthless divination and the deceit of their own heart is what they are prophesying to you. 15 Therefore this is what Jehovah says concerning the prophets who are prophesying in my name, though I did not send them, and who say that no sword or famine will occur in this land: ‘By sword and by famine those prophets will perish. 16 And the people to whom they are prophesying will be cast out into the streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the sword, with no one to bury them—them, their wives, their sons, or their daughters—for I will pour out on them the calamity they deserve.’ 17 “You must speak this word to them, ‘Let my eyes stream with tears night and day, let them not cease, For the virgin daughter of my people has been completely crushed and broken, With an extremely severe wound. 18 If I go out into the field and look, I see those slain by the sword! And if I come into the city, I see the diseases from the famine! For both the prophet and the priest have gone around in a land that they do not know.’” 19 Have you completely rejected Judah, or have you* abhorred Zion? Why have you struck us, so that there is no healing for us? There was a hope for peace, but nothing good came, For a time of healing, but there is terror! 20 We acknowledge our wickedness, O Jehovah, And the error of our forefathers, For we have sinned against you. 21 For the sake of your name, do not reject us; Do not despise your glorious throne. Remember, and do not break your covenant with us. 22 Can any of the worthless idols of the nations give rain, Or can even the heavens send showers of rain on their own? Are you not the only One, O Jehovah our God? And we hope in you, For you alone have done all these things. 
15 Then Jehovah said to me: “Even if Moses and Samuel were standing before me, I would show no favor toward* this people. Drive them out from before me. Let them go. 2 And if they say to you, ‘Where should we go?’ you must say to them, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “Whoever is for deadly plague, to deadly plague! Whoever is for the sword, to the sword! Whoever is for the famine, to the famine! And whoever is for the captivity, to the captivity!”’ 3 “‘And I will appoint over them four calamities,’* declares Jehovah, ‘the sword to kill, the dogs to drag away, and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the earth to devour and to destroy. 4 And I will make them an object of horror to all the kingdoms of the earth because of Ma·nasʹseh the son of Hez·e·kiʹah, the king of Judah, for what he did in Jerusalem.  5 Who will show compassion to you, O Jerusalem, Who will sympathize with you, And who will stop to ask about your welfare?’  6 ‘You have deserted me,’ declares Jehovah. ‘You keep turning your back on me.* So I will stretch out my hand against you and destroy you. I am tired of feeling pity for you.*  7 And I will winnow them with a fork in the gates of the land. I will bereave them of children. I will destroy my people, Since they refuse to turn back from their ways.  8 Their widows will become more numerous before me than the sand of the seas. I will bring a destroyer against them at midday, against mothers and young men. I will bring agitation and terror upon them suddenly.  9 The woman who bore seven children has grown faint; She* struggles for breath. Her sun has set while it is yet day, Causing shame and humiliation.’* ‘And those few remaining ones of them I will give to the sword before their enemies,’ declares Jehovah.” 10 Woe to me, O my mother, because you gave birth to me, A man subject to quarrel and strife with all the land. I have neither loaned nor borrowed; But all of them curse me. 11 Jehovah said: “I will surely minister to you for good; I will surely intercede for you in the time of calamity, In the time of distress against the enemy. 12 Can anyone break iron in pieces, Iron from the north, and copper? 13 Your resources and your treasures I will give as plunder, Not for a price, but because of all your sins throughout all your territories. 14 I will give them to your enemies To take to a land you do not know. For a fire has been ignited by my anger, And it is burning against you.” 15 You know, O Jehovah, Remember me and turn your attention to me. Take vengeance on my persecutors for me. Do not let me perish* because of your slowness to anger. Know that for your sake I bear this reproach. 16 Your words were found, and I ate them; And your word became to me the exultation and the rejoicing of my heart, For your name has been called on me, O Jehovah God of armies. 17 I do not sit in the company of merrymakers and rejoice. Because your hand is upon me, I sit alone, For you have filled me with indignation.* 18 Why is my pain chronic and my wound incurable? It refuses to be healed. Will you become to me like a deceptive water supply That cannot be relied on? 19 Therefore this is what Jehovah says: “If you return, then I will restore you, And you will stand before me. If you separate what is precious from what is worthless, You will become like my own mouth.* They will have to turn to you, But you will not turn to them.” 20 “I am making you a fortified copper wall to this people. They will certainly fight against you, But they will not prevail against you,* For I am with you, to save you and to rescue you,” declares Jehovah. 21 “And I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked And redeem you from the palm of the ruthless.” 
16 The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 2 “You must not take a wife for yourself, and you must not have sons and daughters in this place. 3 For this is what Jehovah says concerning the sons and daughters who are born here and concerning their mothers who give birth to them and concerning their fathers who cause their birth in this land: 4 ‘They will die of deadly diseases, but no one will mourn them or bury them; they will become like manure on the surface of the ground. They will perish by the sword and by famine, and their dead bodies will be food for the birds of the heavens and for the beasts of the earth.’  5 For this is what Jehovah says, ‘Do not enter a house where a mourners’ feast is held, And do not go to wail or offer sympathy.’ ‘For I have taken away my peace from this people,’ declares Jehovah, ‘As well as my loyal love and mercy.  6 Both the great and the small will die in this land. They will not be buried, No one will mourn them, Nor will anyone cut himself or make himself bald for them.*  7 And no one will provide food for those in mourning, To comfort them over their dead; Nor will anyone give them the cup of consolation To drink over the loss of their father or mother.  8 And do not enter a house of feasting To sit down with them to eat and drink.’ 9 “For this is what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, says, ‘Here in this place, in your days and before your very eyes, I will put an end to the sounds of exultation and rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.’ 10 “When you tell this people all these words, they will ask you, ‘Why has Jehovah spoken of all this great calamity against us? What error and what sin have we committed against Jehovah our God?’ 11 You must reply to them, ‘“Because your forefathers abandoned me,” declares Jehovah, “and they kept following other gods and serving them and bowing down to them. But me they abandoned, and my law they did not keep. 12 And you have behaved far worse than your forefathers, and each one of you follows the stubbornness of his wicked heart instead of obeying me. 13 So I will hurl you out of this land into a land that neither you nor your forefathers have known, and there you will have to serve other gods day and night, because I will show you no favor.”’ 14 “‘However, the days are coming,’ declares Jehovah, ‘when they will no longer say: “As surely as Jehovah is alive, who brought the people of Israel out of the land of Egypt!” 15 but rather: “As surely as Jehovah is alive, who brought the people of Israel from the land of the north and from all the lands to which he had dispersed them!” and I will bring them back to their land, which I gave to their forefathers.’ 16 ‘Here I am sending for many fishermen,’ declares Jehovah, ‘And they will fish for them. After that I will send for many hunters, And they will hunt them down on every mountain and every hill And out of the clefts of the crags. 17 For my eyes are on everything they do.* They have not been hidden from before me, Nor has their error been hidden from my eyes. 18 First, I will repay the full amount due for their error and their sin, For they have profaned my land with the lifeless figures* of their disgusting idols And have filled my inheritance with their detestable things.’” 19 O Jehovah, my strength and my stronghold, My place to flee in the day of distress, To you the nations will come from the ends of the earth, And they will say: “Our forefathers inherited utter falsehood, Futility and useless things of no benefit.” 20 Can a man make gods for himself When they are not really gods? 21 “So I will make them know, At this time I will make them know my power and my might, And they will have to know that my name is Jehovah.”

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”
Or “the beloved one of my soul.”
Or “speckled.”
Or possibly, “It mourns.”
Lit., “any flesh.”
Or “My soul.”
Or “the lady.”
Or “besieged.”
Or “an Ethiopian.”
Or “shameful.”
Or “their small ones.”
Or “the ditches; the cisterns.”
Or “disease.”
Or “has your soul.”
Or “my soul would not be toward.”
Or possibly, “four kinds of judgment.” Lit., “four families.”
Or possibly, “keep walking backward.”
Or “feeling regret.”
Or “Her soul.”
Or possibly, “It has become ashamed and felt abashed.”
Lit., “Do not take me away.”
Or “a message of denunciation.”
Or “become my spokesman.”
Or “defeat you.”
Pagan mourning customs apparently practiced in apostate Israel.
Lit., “on all their ways.”
Lit., “the corpses.”
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Jehovah gave Adam and Eve many good things. God said not to eat from one of the trees.
8 Genesis 1:28 - Genesis 2:16, 17 9
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What is the
Kingdom of God?

Would you say itis . . .

e something within your heart?
e a figure of speech?
 a government in heaven?
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Why Do We Dress Up
for Our Meetings?

Have you noticed in the pictures in this brochure how
well-dressed Jehovah’s Witnesses are when attending their
congregation meetings? Why do we pay such attention to
our dress and grooming?

To show respect for our God. It is true that God looks
beyond our outward appearance. (1 Samuel 16:7) How-
ever, when we gather to worship him, our heartfelt desire
is to show respect both for him and for our fellow wor-
shippers. If we were to stand before a judge in court, we
would likely give attention to our appearance out of re-
gard for his position. Likewise, the way we appear at meet-
ings shows our esteem for “the Judge of all the earth,”
Jehovah God, and for the place where we worship him.
—Genesis 18:25.

To reflect the values that we live by. The Bible encourages
Christians to dress “with modesty and soundness of
mind.” (1 Timothy 2:9, 10) Dressing “with modesty”
means avoiding clothing that might draw attention to us
by being showy, provocative, or revealing. Also, having
“soundness of mind” helps us to choose attractive cloth-
ing that is not sloppy or extreme. These principles still
leave room for a great variety of personal choices.
Without our saying a word, our attractive and tasteful
appearance can “adorn the teaching of our Savior” and
“glorify God.” (Titus 2:10; 1 Peter 2:12) By dressing up
for the meetings, we thus influence how others view the
worship of Jehovah.

Do not let your clothing hold you back from attending
the Kingdom Hall. Our clothes do not need to be expen-
sive or fancy to be appropriate, clean, and presentable.

m How important is the way we dress when we worship God?
m What principles guide our choices in dress and grooming?

Philippines
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THE PEOPLE

Lessons 1-4

Jehovah’s Witnesses are found in 239 countries and
are from all ethnic and cultural backgrounds. What
has brought this diverse group together? What sort
of people are Jehovah’s Witnesses?

OUR ACTIVITIES

Lessons 5-14

Our preaching work is well-known. We also meet to-
gether at our Kingdom Halls to study the Bible and
to worship. What are the meetings like, and who
may attend?

OUR ORGANIZATION
Lessons 15-28

This is an international, nonprofit religious organiza-
tion of people who willingly serve God. How is it
structured, directed, and funded? Is it truly doing
Jehovah’s will today?
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