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January 2-8

2 KINGS 22-23





	Song 28 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Why Be Humble?”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	2Ki 23:24, 25​—What encouragement does Josiah’s example provide for those who have endured a difficult childhood? (w01 4/15 26 ¶3-4)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 2Ki 23:16-25 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Initial Call: Prayer​—Ps 65:2. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Use the sample conversation topic. (th study 1)



	Initial Call: (5 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic, and start a Bible study in lesson 01 of the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (th study 16)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 120



	Humble or Haughty? (Jas 4:6): (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then ask the audience: What is the difference between humility and haughtiness? What can we learn from Moses’ example? Why are you determined to remain humble?


Your answers





	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 33



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 23 and Prayer













^ (2 Ki. 22:1-23:37) Jo·siʹah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned for 31 years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Je·diʹdah the daughter of A·daiʹah from Bozʹkath. 2 He did what was right in Jehovah’s eyes and walked in all the ways of David his forefather, and he did not deviate to the right or to the left. 3 In the 18th year of King Jo·siʹah, the king sent Shaʹphan the secretary, the son of Az·a·liʹah the son of Me·shulʹlam, to the house of Jehovah, saying: 4 “Go up to Hil·kiʹah the high priest, and let him collect all the money that is being brought into the house of Jehovah, which the doorkeepers have collected from the people. 5 Have them give it to those appointed over the work in the house of Jehovah who, in turn, will give it to the workers in the house of Jehovah who are to repair the damage to* the house, 6 that is, to the craftsmen, the builders, and the masons; and they are to use it to buy timbers and hewn stones to repair the house. 7 But no accounting should be required of them for the money that they are given, because they are trustworthy.” 8 Later Hil·kiʹah the high priest said to Shaʹphan the secretary: “I have found the book of the Law in the house of Jehovah.” So Hil·kiʹah gave the book to Shaʹphan, who began to read it. 9 Then Shaʹphan the secretary went to the king and told him: “Your servants have poured out the money that was found in the house, and they have handed it over to those appointed over the work in the house of Jehovah.” 10 Shaʹphan the secretary also told the king: “There is a book that Hil·kiʹah the priest has given me.” Then Shaʹphan began to read it before the king. 11 As soon as the king heard the words of the book of the Law, he ripped his garments apart. 12 Then the king gave this order to Hil·kiʹah the priest, A·hiʹkam the son of Shaʹphan, Achʹbor the son of Mi·caiʹah, Shaʹphan the secretary, and A·saiʹah the king’s servant: 13 “Go, inquire of Jehovah in my behalf, in behalf of the people, and in behalf of all Judah concerning the words of this book that has been found; for Jehovah’s rage that has been set ablaze against us is great, because our forefathers did not obey the words of this book by observing all that is written concerning us.” 14 So Hil·kiʹah the priest, A·hiʹkam, Achʹbor, Shaʹphan, and A·saiʹah went to Hulʹdah the prophetess. She was the wife of Shalʹlum son of Tikʹvah son of Harʹhas, the caretaker of the wardrobe, and she was dwelling in the Second Quarter of Jerusalem; and they spoke to her there. 15 She said to them: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Tell the man who sent you to me: 16 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘I will bring calamity on this place and its inhabitants, all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read. 17 Because they have abandoned me and are making sacrifices smoke to other gods in order to offend me with all the work of their hands, my rage will be set ablaze against this place and it will not be extinguished.’” 18 But to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of Jehovah, this is what you should say to him, “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: ‘Regarding the words that you have heard, 19 because your heart was responsive* and you humbled yourself before Jehovah on hearing what I have spoken against this place and its inhabitants—that they would become an object of horror and a curse—and you ripped your garments apart and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares Jehovah. 20 That is why I will gather you to your ancestors,* and you will be laid in your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the calamity that I will bring on this place.’”’” Then they brought the reply to the king. 
23 So the king sent word, and they summoned all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 2 After that the king went up to the house of Jehovah with all the men of Judah, all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the priests, and the prophets—all the people, from small to great. He read in their hearing all the words of the book of the covenant that had been found in the house of Jehovah. 3 The king stood by the pillar and made a covenant* before Jehovah, that he would follow Jehovah and keep his commandments, his reminders, and his statutes with all his heart and with all his soul* by carrying out the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people agreed to the covenant. 4 The king then ordered Hil·kiʹah the high priest, the priests of the second rank, and the doorkeepers to bring out from the temple of Jehovah all the utensils made for Baʹal, for the sacred pole,* and for all the army of the heavens. Then he burned them outside Jerusalem on the terraces of Kidʹron, and he took their ashes to Bethʹel. 5 So he put out of business the foreign-god priests, whom the kings of Judah had appointed to make sacrificial smoke on the high places in the cities of Judah and the surroundings of Jerusalem, as well as those making sacrificial smoke to Baʹal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations of the zodiac, and to all the army of the heavens. 6 He brought the sacred pole* out from the house of Jehovah to the outskirts of Jerusalem, to the Kidʹron Valley, and he burned it in the Kidʹron Valley and ground it to dust and scattered its dust on the graves of the common people. 7 He also tore down the houses of the male temple prostitutes, which were in the house of Jehovah and where the women were weaving tent shrines for the sacred pole.* 8 Then he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and he made unfit for worship the high places where the priests had been making sacrificial smoke, from Geʹba to Beʹer-sheʹba. He also tore down the high places of the gates that were at the entrance of the gate of Joshua the chief of the city, which were on the left as one entered the city gate. 9 The priests of the high places did not serve at the altar of Jehovah in Jerusalem, but they did eat unleavened bread along with their brothers. 10 He also made unfit for worship Toʹpheth, which is in the Valley of the Sons of Hinʹnom,* so that no one could make his son or his daughter pass through the fire to Moʹlech. 11 And he prohibited the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated* to the sun from entering the house of Jehovah by the chamber* of Naʹthan-melʹech the court official, which was in the porticoes; and he burned the chariots of the sun in the fire. 12 The king also tore down the altars that the kings of Judah had set up on the roof of Aʹhaz’s upper chamber, as well as the altars that Ma·nasʹseh had set up in two courtyards of the house of Jehovah. He crushed them and scattered their dust in the Kidʹron Valley. 13 And the king made unfit for worship the high places in front of Jerusalem that were to the south* of the Mount of Ruination,* which Solʹo·mon the king of Israel had built to Ashʹto·reth the disgusting goddess of the Si·doʹni·ans; and to Cheʹmosh the disgusting god of Moʹab; and to Milʹcom the detestable god of the Amʹmon·ites. 14 He broke the sacred pillars to pieces and cut down the sacred poles* and filled their places with human bones. 15 He also tore down the altar in Bethʹel, the high place that Jer·o·boʹam the son of Neʹbat had made that caused Israel to sin. After tearing down that altar and the high place, he burned the high place, ground it to dust, and burned the sacred pole.* 16 When Jo·siʹah turned and saw the graves on the mountain, he had the bones taken from the graves and burned them on the altar, making it unfit for worship, according to Jehovah’s word that had been proclaimed by the man of the true God who foretold that these things would happen. 17 Then he said: “What is the gravestone over there that I am looking at?” At this the men of the city said to him: “It is the grave of the man of the true God from Judah who foretold these things that you have done against the altar of Bethʹel.” 18 So he said: “Let him rest. Do not let anyone disturb his bones.” So they left his bones undisturbed, as well as the bones of the prophet who had come from Sa·marʹi·a. 19 Jo·siʹah also removed all the houses of worship on the high places that were in the cities of Sa·marʹi·a, which the kings of Israel had built to offend God, and he did the same thing to them that he had done at Bethʹel. 20 So he sacrificed on the altars all the priests of the high places who were there, and he burned human bones on them. After that he returned to Jerusalem. 21 The king now commanded all the people: “Hold a Passover to Jehovah your God as is written in this book of the covenant.” 22 No Passover like this had been held since the days when the judges had judged Israel or in all the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. 23 But in the 18th year of King Jo·siʹah, this Passover to Jehovah was held in Jerusalem. 24 Jo·siʹah also cleared out the spirit mediums, the fortune-tellers, the teraphim statues,* the disgusting idols,* and all the disgusting things that had appeared in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, in order to carry out the words of the Law that were written in the book that Hil·kiʹah the priest had found in the house of Jehovah. 25 There was no king like him prior to him, who returned to Jehovah with all his heart and with all his soul* and with all his strength, according to all the Law of Moses; nor did anyone like him rise up after him. 26 Nevertheless, Jehovah did not turn away from his burning anger that blazed against Judah because of all the offensive things that Ma·nasʹseh had done to offend Him. 27 Jehovah said: “I will also remove Judah from my sight, just as I removed Israel; and I will reject this city that I chose, Jerusalem, and the house about which I said, ‘My name will continue there.’” 28 As for the rest of the history of Jo·siʹah, all that he did, is it not written in the book of the history of the times of the kings of Judah? 29 In his days Pharʹaoh Neʹchoh the king of Egypt came to meet the king of As·syrʹi·a by the Eu·phraʹtes River, and King Jo·siʹah went out to confront him; but when Neʹchoh saw him, he put him to death at Me·gidʹdo. 30 So his servants transported his dead body in a chariot from Me·gidʹdo and brought him to Jerusalem and buried him in his grave. Then the people of the land took Jo·siʹah’s son Je·hoʹa·haz and anointed him and made him king in place of his father. 31 Je·hoʹa·haz was 23 years old when he became king, and he reigned for three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Ha·muʹtal the daughter of Jeremiah from Libʹnah. 32 He began to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes, according to all that his forefathers had done. 33 Pharʹaoh Neʹchoh imprisoned him at Ribʹlah in the land of Haʹmath, to keep him from reigning in Jerusalem, and then imposed on the land a fine of 100 silver talents* and a gold talent. 34 Furthermore, Pharʹaoh Neʹchoh made Jo·siʹah’s son E·liʹa·kim king in place of his father Jo·siʹah and changed his name to Je·hoiʹa·kim; but he took Je·hoʹa·haz and brought him to Egypt, where he eventually died. 35 Je·hoiʹa·kim gave the silver and the gold to Pharʹaoh, but he had to tax the land to give the silver that Pharʹaoh demanded. He exacted an assessed amount of silver and gold from each of the people of the land to give to Pharʹaoh Neʹchoh. 36 Je·hoiʹa·kim was 25 years old when he became king, and he reigned for 11 years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Ze·biʹdah the daughter of Pe·daiʹah from Ruʹmah. 37 He continued to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes, according to all that his forefathers had done.

Or “the cracks in.”
Lit., “soft.”
This is a poetic expression for death.
Or “renewed the covenant.”
See Glossary.
See Glossary.
See Glossary.
See Glossary.
See Glossary, “Gehenna.”
Lit., “given.”
Or “dining room.”
Lit., “right.” That is, south, when one faces east.
That is, the Mount of Olives, particularly the southern extremity also known as the Mount of Offense.
See Glossary.
See Glossary.
Or “household gods; idols.”
The Hebrew term may be related to a word for “dung” and is used as an expression of contempt.
See Glossary.
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.


^ (2 Ki. 23:24, 25) Jo·siʹah also cleared out the spirit mediums, the fortune-tellers, the teraphim statues,* the disgusting idols,* and all the disgusting things that had appeared in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, in order to carry out the words of the Law that were written in the book that Hil·kiʹah the priest had found in the house of Jehovah. 25 There was no king like him prior to him, who returned to Jehovah with all his heart and with all his soul* and with all his strength, according to all the Law of Moses; nor did anyone like him rise up after him.

Or “household gods; idols.”
The Hebrew term may be related to a word for “dung” and is used as an expression of contempt.
See Glossary.


^ (2 Ki. 23:16-25) When Jo·siʹah turned and saw the graves on the mountain, he had the bones taken from the graves and burned them on the altar, making it unfit for worship, according to Jehovah’s word that had been proclaimed by the man of the true God who foretold that these things would happen. 17 Then he said: “What is the gravestone over there that I am looking at?” At this the men of the city said to him: “It is the grave of the man of the true God from Judah who foretold these things that you have done against the altar of Bethʹel.” 18 So he said: “Let him rest. Do not let anyone disturb his bones.” So they left his bones undisturbed, as well as the bones of the prophet who had come from Sa·marʹi·a. 19 Jo·siʹah also removed all the houses of worship on the high places that were in the cities of Sa·marʹi·a, which the kings of Israel had built to offend God, and he did the same thing to them that he had done at Bethʹel. 20 So he sacrificed on the altars all the priests of the high places who were there, and he burned human bones on them. After that he returned to Jerusalem. 21 The king now commanded all the people: “Hold a Passover to Jehovah your God as is written in this book of the covenant.” 22 No Passover like this had been held since the days when the judges had judged Israel or in all the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. 23 But in the 18th year of King Jo·siʹah, this Passover to Jehovah was held in Jerusalem. 24 Jo·siʹah also cleared out the spirit mediums, the fortune-tellers, the teraphim statues,* the disgusting idols,* and all the disgusting things that had appeared in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, in order to carry out the words of the Law that were written in the book that Hil·kiʹah the priest had found in the house of Jehovah. 25 There was no king like him prior to him, who returned to Jehovah with all his heart and with all his soul* and with all his strength, according to all the Law of Moses; nor did anyone like him rise up after him.

Or “household gods; idols.”
The Hebrew term may be related to a word for “dung” and is used as an expression of contempt.
See Glossary.


^ (Jas. 4:6) However, the undeserved kindness that He gives is greater. So it says: “God opposes the haughty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness to the humble ones.”










[image: King Josiah humbly listening to his secretary Shaphan read from a scroll.]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Why Be Humble?






Josiah was eager to please Jehovah (2Ki 22:1-5)

He humbly admitted the errors of the people (2Ki 22:13; w00 9/15 29-30)

Because Josiah was humble, Jehovah blessed him (2Ki 22:18-20; w00 9/15 30 ¶2)

We gain Jehovah’s favor when we humbly turn to him for guidance and when we admit our mistakes and correct our path.​—Jas 4:6.









^ (2 Ki. 22:1-5) Jo·siʹah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned for 31 years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Je·diʹdah the daughter of A·daiʹah from Bozʹkath. 2 He did what was right in Jehovah’s eyes and walked in all the ways of David his forefather, and he did not deviate to the right or to the left. 3 In the 18th year of King Jo·siʹah, the king sent Shaʹphan the secretary, the son of Az·a·liʹah the son of Me·shulʹlam, to the house of Jehovah, saying: 4 “Go up to Hil·kiʹah the high priest, and let him collect all the money that is being brought into the house of Jehovah, which the doorkeepers have collected from the people. 5 Have them give it to those appointed over the work in the house of Jehovah who, in turn, will give it to the workers in the house of Jehovah who are to repair the damage to* the house,

Or “the cracks in.”


^ (2 Ki. 22:13) “Go, inquire of Jehovah in my behalf, in behalf of the people, and in behalf of all Judah concerning the words of this book that has been found; for Jehovah’s rage that has been set ablaze against us is great, because our forefathers did not obey the words of this book by observing all that is written concerning us.”



^ (2 Ki. 22:18-20) But to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of Jehovah, this is what you should say to him, “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: ‘Regarding the words that you have heard, 19 because your heart was responsive* and you humbled yourself before Jehovah on hearing what I have spoken against this place and its inhabitants—that they would become an object of horror and a curse—and you ripped your garments apart and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares Jehovah. 20 That is why I will gather you to your ancestors,* and you will be laid in your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the calamity that I will bring on this place.’”’” Then they brought the reply to the king.

Lit., “soft.”
This is a poetic expression for death.


^ (Jas. 4:6) However, the undeserved kindness that He gives is greater. So it says: “God opposes the haughty ones, but he gives undeserved kindness to the humble ones.”








January 9-15

2 KINGS 24-25





	Song 60 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Maintain Your Sense of Urgency”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	2Ki 24:3, 4​—What do these verses teach us about Jehovah? (w05 8/1 12 ¶1)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 2Ki 24:1-17 (th study 11)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video Return Visit: Prayer​—1Jo 5:14. Stop the video at each pause, and ask the audience the questions that appear in the video.



	Return Visit: (3 min.) Use the sample conversation topic. (th study 15)



	Return Visit: (5 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic, and start a Bible study in lesson 01 of the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure. (th study 19)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 143



	Local Needs: (15 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff section 2 review



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 54 and Prayer













^ (2 Ki. 24:1-25:30) In Je·hoiʹa·kim’s days King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon came against him, and Je·hoiʹa·kim became his servant for three years. However, he turned against him and rebelled. 2 Then Jehovah began to send against him marauder bands of Chal·deʹans, Syrians, Moʹab·ites, and Amʹmon·ites. He kept sending them against Judah to destroy it, according to Jehovah’s word that he had spoken through his servants the prophets. 3 Surely it was by the order of Jehovah that this happened to Judah, to remove them from his sight because of all the sins that Ma·nasʹseh had committed, 4 and also the innocent blood that he had shed, for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood and Jehovah was not willing to forgive. 5 As for the rest of the history of Je·hoiʹa·kim, all that he did, is it not written in the book of the history of the times of the kings of Judah? 6 Then Je·hoiʹa·kim was laid to rest with his forefathers; and his son Je·hoiʹa·chin became king in his place. 7 Never again did the king of Egypt venture out of his land, for the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt, from the Wadi* of Egypt up to the Eu·phraʹtes River. 8 Je·hoiʹa·chin was 18 years old when he became king, and he reigned for three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Ne·hushʹta the daughter of El·naʹthan of Jerusalem. 9 He continued to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes, according to all that his father had done. 10 During that time the servants of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 11 King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon came to the city while his servants were laying siege to it. 12 King Je·hoiʹa·chin of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, along with his mother, his servants, his princes, and his court officials; and the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his reign. 13 Then he took out from there all the treasures of the house of Jehovah and the treasures of the king’s house.* He cut into pieces all the gold utensils that Solʹo·mon the king of Israel had made in the temple of Jehovah. This happened just as Jehovah had foretold. 14 He took into exile all Jerusalem, all the princes, all the mighty warriors, and every craftsman and metalworker*—he took 10,000 into exile. No one was left behind except the poorest people of the land. 15 Thus he took Je·hoiʹa·chin into exile to Babylon; he also led away the king’s mother, the king’s wives, his court officials, and the foremost men of the land, taking them into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 The king of Babylon also took into exile to Babylon all the warriors, 7,000, as well as 1,000 craftsmen and metalworkers,* all of them mighty men and trained for war. 17 The king of Babylon made Mat·ta·niʹah, Je·hoiʹa·chin’s uncle, king in his place and changed his name to Zed·e·kiʹah. 18 Zed·e·kiʹah was 21 years old when he became king, and he reigned for 11 years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Ha·muʹtal the daughter of Jeremiah from Libʹnah. 19 He continued to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes, according to all that Je·hoiʹa·kim had done. 20 It was because of Jehovah’s anger that these things took place in Jerusalem and in Judah, until he cast them out of his sight. And Zed·e·kiʹah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 
25 In the ninth year of Zed·e·kiʹah’s reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem. He camped against it and built a siege wall all around it, 2 and the city was under siege until the 11th year of King Zed·e·kiʹah. 3 On the ninth day of the fourth month the famine was severe in the city, and there was no food for the people of the land. 4 The city wall was broken through, and all the soldiers fled by night through the gate between the double wall near the king’s garden, while the Chal·deʹans were surrounding the city; and the king went by the way of the Arʹa·bah. 5 But the Chal·deʹan army pursued the king, and they overtook him in the desert plains of Jerʹi·cho, and all his troops were scattered from his side. 6 Then they seized the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Ribʹlah, and they passed sentence on him. 7 They slaughtered Zed·e·kiʹah’s sons before his eyes; then Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar blinded Zed·e·kiʹah’s eyes, bound him with copper fetters, and brought him to Babylon. 8 In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, that is, in the 19th year of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar the king of Babylon, Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard, the servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned down the house of Jehovah, the king’s house,* and all the houses of Jerusalem; he also burned down the house of every prominent man. 10 And the walls surrounding Jerusalem were pulled down by the entire Chal·deʹan army that was with the chief of the guard. 11 Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard took into exile the rest of the people who were left in the city, the deserters who had gone over to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the population. 12 But the chief of the guard left some of the poorest people of the land to serve as vinedressers and as compulsory laborers. 13 And the Chal·deʹans broke into pieces the copper pillars of the house of Jehovah and the carriages and the copper Sea that were in the house of Jehovah, and they carried the copper away to Babylon. 14 They also took the cans, the shovels, the extinguishers, the cups, and all the copper utensils used in the temple service. 15 The chief of the guard took the fire holders and the bowls that were of genuine gold and silver. 16 As for the two pillars, the Sea, and the carriages that Solʹo·mon had made for the house of Jehovah, the copper of all these articles was beyond weighing. 17 Each pillar was 18 cubits* high, and the capital on it was of copper; and the height of the capital was three cubits, and the network and pomegranates all around on the capital were all made of copper. The second pillar with its network was like it. 18 The chief of the guard also took Se·raiʹah the chief priest, Zeph·a·niʹah the second priest, and the three doorkeepers. 19 And he took from the city one court official who was the commissioner over the soldiers, five close associates of the king who were found in the city, as well as the secretary of the chief of the army, the one mustering the people of the land, and 60 men of the common people of the land who were yet found in the city. 20 Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Ribʹlah. 21 The king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at Ribʹlah in the land of Haʹmath. Thus Judah went into exile from its land. 22 King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon appointed Ged·a·liʹah the son of A·hiʹkam the son of Shaʹphan over the people whom he had left behind in the land of Judah. 23 When all the army chiefs and their men heard that the king of Babylon had appointed Ged·a·liʹah, they immediately came to Ged·a·liʹah at Mizʹpah. They were Ishʹma·el the son of Neth·a·niʹah, Jo·haʹnan the son of Ka·reʹah, Se·raiʹah the son of Tan·huʹmeth the Ne·tophʹa·thite, and Ja·az·a·niʹah the son of the Ma·acʹa·thite, together with their men. 24 Ged·a·liʹah swore an oath to them and their men and said to them: “Do not be afraid of being servants to the Chal·deʹans. Live in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you.” 25 And in the seventh month, Ishʹma·el son of Neth·a·niʹah son of E·lishʹa·ma, who was of the royal line,* came with ten other men, and they struck down Ged·a·liʹah and he died, along with the Jews and the Chal·deʹans who were with him in Mizʹpah. 26 After that all the people, from small to great, including the army chiefs, rose up and went to Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chal·deʹans. 27 And in the 37th year of the exile of King Je·hoiʹa·chin of Judah, in the 12th month, on the 27th day of the month, King Eʹvil-merʹo·dach of Babylon, in the year he became king, released* King Je·hoiʹa·chin of Judah from prison. 28 He spoke kindly with him and put his throne higher than the thrones of the other kings who were with him in Babylon. 29 So Je·hoiʹa·chin took off his prison garments, and he regularly ate before him all the days of his life. 30 A regular allowance of food was given him from the king, day after day, all the days of his life.

See Glossary.
Or “palace.”
Or possibly, “builder of bulwarks.”
Or possibly, “builders of bulwarks.”
Or “palace.”
A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
Lit., “the seed of the kingdom.”
Lit., “raised up the head of.”


^ (2 Ki. 24:3, 4) Surely it was by the order of Jehovah that this happened to Judah, to remove them from his sight because of all the sins that Ma·nasʹseh had committed, 4 and also the innocent blood that he had shed, for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood and Jehovah was not willing to forgive.



^ (2 Ki. 24:1-17) In Je·hoiʹa·kim’s days King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon came against him, and Je·hoiʹa·kim became his servant for three years. However, he turned against him and rebelled. 2 Then Jehovah began to send against him marauder bands of Chal·deʹans, Syrians, Moʹab·ites, and Amʹmon·ites. He kept sending them against Judah to destroy it, according to Jehovah’s word that he had spoken through his servants the prophets. 3 Surely it was by the order of Jehovah that this happened to Judah, to remove them from his sight because of all the sins that Ma·nasʹseh had committed, 4 and also the innocent blood that he had shed, for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood and Jehovah was not willing to forgive. 5 As for the rest of the history of Je·hoiʹa·kim, all that he did, is it not written in the book of the history of the times of the kings of Judah? 6 Then Je·hoiʹa·kim was laid to rest with his forefathers; and his son Je·hoiʹa·chin became king in his place. 7 Never again did the king of Egypt venture out of his land, for the king of Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt, from the Wadi* of Egypt up to the Eu·phraʹtes River. 8 Je·hoiʹa·chin was 18 years old when he became king, and he reigned for three months in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Ne·hushʹta the daughter of El·naʹthan of Jerusalem. 9 He continued to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes, according to all that his father had done. 10 During that time the servants of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city came under siege. 11 King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar of Babylon came to the city while his servants were laying siege to it. 12 King Je·hoiʹa·chin of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, along with his mother, his servants, his princes, and his court officials; and the king of Babylon took him captive in the eighth year of his reign. 13 Then he took out from there all the treasures of the house of Jehovah and the treasures of the king’s house.* He cut into pieces all the gold utensils that Solʹo·mon the king of Israel had made in the temple of Jehovah. This happened just as Jehovah had foretold. 14 He took into exile all Jerusalem, all the princes, all the mighty warriors, and every craftsman and metalworker*—he took 10,000 into exile. No one was left behind except the poorest people of the land. 15 Thus he took Je·hoiʹa·chin into exile to Babylon; he also led away the king’s mother, the king’s wives, his court officials, and the foremost men of the land, taking them into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 16 The king of Babylon also took into exile to Babylon all the warriors, 7,000, as well as 1,000 craftsmen and metalworkers,* all of them mighty men and trained for war. 17 The king of Babylon made Mat·ta·niʹah, Je·hoiʹa·chin’s uncle, king in his place and changed his name to Zed·e·kiʹah.

See Glossary.
Or “palace.”
Or possibly, “builder of bulwarks.”
Or possibly, “builders of bulwarks.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Maintain Your Sense of Urgency






For years, Jehovah warned the people of Judah that he would reject them if they continued to act wickedly (2Ki 24:2, 3; w01 2/15 12 ¶2)

Jehovah used the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. (2Ki 25:8-10; w07 3/15 11 ¶10)

Jehovah spared the lives of those who responded to his warnings (2Ki 25:11)



[image: A brother witnessing to a workmate during their lunch break.]



For many decades, Jehovah has been warning earth’s inhabitants that he will execute judgment on “the ungodly people.”​—2Pe 3:7.

ASK YOURSELF, ‘Do I take advantage of every opportunity to help others heed God’s warning?’​—2Ti 4:2.









^ (2 Ki. 24:2, 3) Then Jehovah began to send against him marauder bands of Chal·deʹans, Syrians, Moʹab·ites, and Amʹmon·ites. He kept sending them against Judah to destroy it, according to Jehovah’s word that he had spoken through his servants the prophets. 3 Surely it was by the order of Jehovah that this happened to Judah, to remove them from his sight because of all the sins that Ma·nasʹseh had committed,



^ (2 Ki. 25:8-10) In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, that is, in the 19th year of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar the king of Babylon, Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard, the servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned down the house of Jehovah, the king’s house,* and all the houses of Jerusalem; he also burned down the house of every prominent man. 10 And the walls surrounding Jerusalem were pulled down by the entire Chal·deʹan army that was with the chief of the guard.

Or “palace.”


^ (2 Ki. 25:11) Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard took into exile the rest of the people who were left in the city, the deserters who had gone over to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the population.



^ (2 Pet. 3:7) But by the same word the heavens and the earth that now exist are reserved for fire and are being kept until the day of judgment and of destruction of the ungodly people.



^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.








January 16-22

1 CHRONICLES 1-3





	Song 96 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“The Bible​—A Book of Fact, Not Fiction”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	1Ch 3:1-3​—Why were women occasionally named in genealogical registers? (it-1 911 ¶3-4)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Ch 1:43-54 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a magazine to address a topic raised by the householder. (th study 4)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 1)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 08 point 7 and Some People Say (th study 8)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 98



	“Strengthen Your Faith in God’s Word”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 34



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 89 and Prayer













^ (1 Chron. 1:1-3:24) Adam, Seth, Eʹnosh, 2 Keʹnan, Ma·halʹa·lel, Jaʹred, 3 Eʹnoch, Me·thuʹse·lah, Laʹmech, 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Jaʹpheth. 5 The sons of Jaʹpheth were Goʹmer, Maʹgog, Maʹda·i, Jaʹvan, Tuʹbal, Meʹshech, and Tiʹras. 6 The sons of Goʹmer were Ashʹke·naz, Riʹphath, and To·garʹmah. 7 The sons of Jaʹvan were E·liʹshah, Tarʹshish, Kitʹtim, and Roʹda·nim. 8 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizʹra·im, Put, and Caʹnaan. 9 The sons of Cush were Seʹba, Havʹi·lah, Sabʹtah, Raʹa·mah, and Sabʹte·ca. The sons of Raʹa·mah were Sheʹba and Deʹdan. 10 Cush became father to Nimʹrod. He was the first to become a mighty one on the earth. 11 Mizʹra·im became father to Luʹdim, Anʹa·mim, Le·haʹbim, Naph·tuʹhim, 12 Path·ruʹsim, Cas·luʹhim (from whom the Phi·lisʹtines came), and Caphʹto·rim. 13 Caʹnaan became father to Siʹdon, his firstborn, and Heth, 14 as well as the Jebʹu·site, the Amʹor·ite, the Girʹga·shite, 15 the Hiʹvite, the Arkʹite, the Siʹnite, 16 the Arʹvad·ite, the Zemʹa·rite, and the Haʹmath·ite. 17 The sons of Shem were Eʹlam, Asʹshur, Ar·pachʹshad, Lud, and Aʹram, and* Uz, Hul, Geʹther, and Mash. 18 Ar·pachʹshad became father to Sheʹlah, and Sheʹlah became father to Eʹber. 19 Two sons were born to Eʹber. The name of the one was Peʹleg,* because in his lifetime the earth* was divided. The name of his brother was Jokʹtan. 20 Jokʹtan became father to Al·moʹdad, Sheʹleph, Ha·zar·maʹveth, Jeʹrah, 21 Ha·doʹram, Uʹzal, Dikʹlah, 22 Oʹbal, A·bimʹa·el, Sheʹba, 23 Oʹphir, Havʹi·lah, and Joʹbab; all of these were the sons of Jokʹtan. 24 Shem, Ar·pachʹshad, Sheʹlah, 25 Eʹber, Peʹleg, Reʹu, 26 Seʹrug, Naʹhor, Teʹrah, 27 Aʹbram, that is, Abraham. 28 The sons of Abraham were Isaac and Ishʹma·el. 29 These are their family origins: Ishʹma·el’s firstborn Ne·baʹioth, then Keʹdar, Adʹbe·el, Mibʹsam, 30 Mishʹma, Duʹmah, Masʹsa, Haʹdad, Teʹma, 31 Jeʹtur, Naʹphish, and Kedʹe·mah. These were the sons of Ishʹma·el. 32 The sons that Ke·tuʹrah, Abraham’s concubine, gave birth to were Zimʹran, Jokʹshan, Meʹdan, Midʹi·an, Ishʹbak, and Shuʹah. The sons of Jokʹshan were Sheʹba and Deʹdan. 33 The sons of Midʹi·an were Eʹphah, Eʹpher, Haʹnoch, A·biʹda, and El·daʹah. All of these were the sons of Ke·tuʹrah. 34 Abraham became father to Isaac. The sons of Isaac were Eʹsau and Israel. 35 The sons of Eʹsau were Elʹi·phaz, Reuʹel, Jeʹush, Jaʹlam, and Korʹah. 36 The sons of Elʹi·phaz were Teʹman, Oʹmar, Zeʹpho, Gaʹtam, Keʹnaz, Timʹna, and Amʹa·lek. 37 The sons of Reuʹel were Naʹhath, Zeʹrah, Shamʹmah, and Mizʹzah. 38 The sons of Seʹir were Loʹtan, Shoʹbal, Zibʹe·on, Aʹnah, Diʹshon, Eʹzer, and Diʹshan. 39 The sons of Loʹtan were Hoʹri and Hoʹmam. Loʹtan’s sister was Timʹna. 40 The sons of Shoʹbal were Alʹvan, Manʹa·hath, Eʹbal, Sheʹpho, and Oʹnam. The sons of Zibʹe·on were Aʹiah and Aʹnah. 41 The son* of Aʹnah was Diʹshon. The sons of Diʹshon were Hemʹdan, Eshʹban, Ithʹran, and Cheʹran. 42 The sons of Eʹzer were Bilʹhan, Zaʹa·van, and Aʹkan. The sons of Diʹshan were Uz and Aʹran. 43 These are the kings who reigned in the land of Eʹdom before any king reigned over the Israelites:* Beʹla the son of Beʹor; the name of his city was Dinʹha·bah. 44 When Beʹla died, Joʹbab the son of Zeʹrah from Bozʹrah began to reign in his place. 45 When Joʹbab died, Huʹsham from the land of the Teʹman·ites began to reign in his place. 46 When Huʹsham died, Haʹdad the son of Beʹdad, who defeated Midʹi·an in the territory* of Moʹab, began to reign in his place. The name of his city was Aʹvith. 47 When Haʹdad died, Samʹlah from Mas·reʹkah began to reign in his place. 48 When Samʹlah died, Shaʹul from Re·hoʹboth by the River began to reign in his place. 49 When Shaʹul died, Baʹal-haʹnan the son of Achʹbor began to reign in his place. 50 When Baʹal-haʹnan died, Haʹdad began to reign in his place. The name of his city was Paʹu, and the name of his wife was Me·hetʹa·bel the daughter of Maʹtred, the daughter of Meʹza·hab. 51 Then Haʹdad died. The sheikhs* of Eʹdom were Sheikh Timʹna, Sheikh Alʹvah, Sheikh Jeʹtheth, 52 Sheikh O·hol·i·baʹmah, Sheikh Eʹlah, Sheikh Piʹnon, 53 Sheikh Keʹnaz, Sheikh Teʹman, Sheikh Mibʹzar, 54 Sheikh Magʹdi·el, Sheikh Iʹram. These were the sheikhs of Eʹdom. 
2 These were the sons of Israel: Reuʹben, Simʹe·on, Leʹvi, Judah, Isʹsa·char, Zebʹu·lun, 2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphʹta·li, Gad, and Ashʹer. 3 The sons of Judah were Er, Oʹnan, and Sheʹlah. These three were born to him from Shuʹa’s daughter, the Caʹnaan·it·ess. But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was displeasing to Jehovah, so He put him to death. 4 Taʹmar, Judah’s daughter-in-law, bore to him Peʹrez and Zeʹrah. Judah had five sons in all. 5 The sons of Peʹrez were Hezʹron and Haʹmul. 6 The sons of Zeʹrah were Zimʹri, Eʹthan, Heʹman, Calʹcol, and Daʹra. There were five of them in all. 7 The son* of Carʹmi was Aʹchar,* who brought disaster* on Israel, who was unfaithful with regard to what had been devoted to destruction. 8 The son* of Eʹthan was Az·a·riʹah. 9 The sons of Hezʹron who were born to him were Je·rahʹme·el, Ram, and Che·luʹbai.* 10 Ram became father to Am·minʹa·dab. Am·minʹa·dab became father to Nahʹshon the chieftain of the descendants of Judah. 11 Nahʹshon became father to Salʹma. Salʹma became father to Boʹaz. 12 Boʹaz became father to Oʹbed. Oʹbed became father to Jesʹse. 13 Jesʹse became father to his firstborn E·liʹab, A·binʹa·dab the second, Shimʹe·a the third, 14 Ne·thanʹel the fourth, Radʹdai the fifth, 15 Oʹzem the sixth, and David the seventh. 16 Their sisters were Ze·ruʹiah and Abʹi·gail. The sons of Ze·ruʹiah were A·bishʹai, Joʹab, and Asʹa·hel, three. 17 Abʹi·gail gave birth to A·maʹsa, and the father of A·maʹsa was Jeʹther the Ishʹma·el·ite. 18 Caʹleb* the son of Hezʹron became father to sons by his wife A·zuʹbah and by Jerʹi·oth; and these were her sons: Jeʹsher, Shoʹbab, and Arʹdon. 19 When A·zuʹbah died, Caʹleb married Ephʹrath, and she bore Hur to him. 20 Hur became father to Uʹri. Uʹri became father to Bezʹal·el. 21 Afterward Hezʹron had relations with the daughter of Maʹchir the father of Gilʹe·ad. He married her when he was 60 years old, and she bore Seʹgub to him. 22 Seʹgub became father to Jaʹir, who had 23 cities in the land of Gilʹe·ad. 23 Later Geshʹur and Syria took Havʹvoth-jaʹir from them, along with Keʹnath and its dependent* towns, 60 cities. All of these were the descendants of Maʹchir the father of Gilʹe·ad. 24 After the death of Hezʹron in Caʹleb-ephʹra·thah, A·biʹjah the wife of Hezʹron bore him Ashʹhur the father of Te·koʹa. 25 The sons of Je·rahʹme·el the firstborn of Hezʹron were Ram the firstborn, Buʹnah, Oʹren, Oʹzem, and A·hiʹjah. 26 Je·rahʹme·el had another wife, whose name was Atʹa·rah. She was the mother of Oʹnam. 27 The sons of Ram the firstborn of Je·rahʹme·el were Maʹaz, Jaʹmin, and Eʹker. 28 The sons of Oʹnam were Shamʹmai and Jaʹda. The sons of Shamʹmai were Naʹdab and A·biʹshur. 29 The name of A·biʹshur’s wife was Abʹi·ha·il, who bore him Ahʹban and Moʹlid. 30 The sons of Naʹdab were Seʹled and Apʹpa·im. But Seʹled died without sons. 31 The son* of Apʹpa·im was Ishʹi. And the son* of Ishʹi was Sheʹshan, and the son* of Sheʹshan, Ahʹlai. 32 The sons of Jaʹda the brother of Shamʹmai were Jeʹther and Jonʹa·than. But Jeʹther died without sons. 33 The sons of Jonʹa·than were Peʹleth and Zaʹza. These were the descendants of Je·rahʹme·el. 34 Sheʹshan had no sons, only daughters. Now Sheʹshan had an Egyptian servant whose name was Jarʹha. 35 Sheʹshan gave his daughter to be the wife of his servant Jarʹha, and she bore him Atʹtai. 36 Atʹtai became father to Nathan. Nathan became father to Zaʹbad. 37 Zaʹbad became father to Ephʹlal. Ephʹlal became father to Oʹbed. 38 Oʹbed became father to Jeʹhu. Jeʹhu became father to Az·a·riʹah. 39 Az·a·riʹah became father to Heʹlez. Heʹlez became father to El·e·aʹsah. 40 El·e·aʹsah became father to Sisʹmai. Sisʹmai became father to Shalʹlum. 41 Shalʹlum became father to Jek·a·miʹah. Jek·a·miʹah became father to E·lishʹa·ma. 42 The sons of Caʹleb* the brother of Je·rahʹme·el were Meʹsha his firstborn, who was the father of Ziph, and the sons of Ma·reʹshah the father of Hebʹron. 43 The sons of Hebʹron were Korʹah, Tapʹpu·ah, Reʹkem, and Sheʹma. 44 Sheʹma became father to Raʹham the father of Jorʹke·am. Reʹkem became father to Shamʹmai. 45 The son of Shamʹmai was Maʹon. Maʹon was the father of Beth-zur. 46 Caʹleb’s concubine Eʹphah gave birth to Haʹran, Moʹza, and Gaʹzez. Haʹran became father to Gaʹzez. 47 The sons of Jahʹdai were Reʹgem, Joʹtham, Geʹshan, Pelʹet, Eʹphah, and Shaʹaph. 48 Caʹleb’s concubine Maʹa·cah gave birth to Sheʹber and Tirʹha·nah. 49 In time she bore Shaʹaph the father of Mad·manʹnah and Sheʹva the father of Mach·beʹnah and Gibʹe·a. Caʹleb’s daughter was Achʹsah. 50 These were the descendants of Caʹleb. The sons of Hur the firstborn of Ephʹra·thah were Shoʹbal the father of Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim, 51 Salʹma the father of Bethʹle·hem, and Haʹreph the father of Beth-gaʹder. 52 Shoʹbal the father of Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim had sons: Ha·roʹeh and half of the Me·nuʹhoth. 53 The families of Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim were the Ithʹrites, the Puʹthites, the Shuʹmath·ites, and the Mishʹra·ites. It was from these that the Zoʹrath·ites and the Eshʹta·ol·ites came. 54 The sons of Salʹma were Bethʹle·hem, the Ne·tophʹa·thites, Atʹroth-beth-joʹab, half of the Man·a·haʹthites, and the Zorʹites. 55 The families of the scribes dwelling at Jaʹbez were the Tiʹrath·ites, the Shimʹe·ath·ites, and the Suʹcath·ites. These were the Kenʹites who came from Hamʹmath the father of the house of Reʹchab. 
3 These were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebʹron: the firstborn Amʹnon, whose mother was A·hinʹo·am of Jezʹre·el; the second, Daniel, whose mother was Abʹi·gail the Carʹmel·ite; 2 the third, Abʹsa·lom the son of Maʹa·cah the daughter of Talʹmai the king of Geshʹur; the fourth, Ad·o·niʹjah the son of Hagʹgith; 3 the fifth, Sheph·a·tiʹah, whose mother was A·biʹtal; and the sixth, Ithʹre·am, whose mother was David’s wife Egʹlah. 4 These six were born to him in Hebʹron; he reigned there for 7 years and 6 months, and for 33 years he reigned in Jerusalem. 5 These were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimʹe·a, Shoʹbab, Nathan, and Solʹo·mon; the mother of these four was Bath-sheʹba the daughter of Amʹmi·el. 6 And nine other sons were Ibʹhar, E·lishʹa·ma, E·liphʹe·let, 7 Noʹgah, Neʹpheg, Ja·phiʹa, 8 E·lishʹa·ma, E·liʹa·da, and E·liphʹe·let. 9 All of these were the sons of David, besides the sons of the concubines, and Taʹmar was their sister. 10 The son of Solʹo·mon was Re·ho·boʹam; A·biʹjah was his son, Aʹsa his son, Je·hoshʹa·phat his son, 11 Je·hoʹram his son, A·ha·ziʹah his son, Je·hoʹash his son, 12 Am·a·ziʹah his son, Az·a·riʹah his son, Joʹtham his son, 13 Aʹhaz his son, Hez·e·kiʹah his son, Ma·nasʹseh his son, 14 Aʹmon his son, Jo·siʹah his son. 15 The sons of Jo·siʹah were the firstborn, Jo·haʹnan, the second, Je·hoiʹa·kim, the third, Zed·e·kiʹah, the fourth, Shalʹlum. 16 The sons of Je·hoiʹa·kim were Jec·o·niʹah his son and Zed·e·kiʹah his son. 17 The sons of Jec·o·niʹah the prisoner were She·alʹti·el, 18 Mal·chiʹram, Pe·daiʹah, She·nazʹzar, Jek·a·miʹah, Hoshʹa·ma, and Ned·a·biʹah. 19 The sons of Pe·daiʹah were Ze·rubʹba·bel and Shimʹe·i; and the sons of Ze·rubʹba·bel were Me·shulʹlam and Han·a·niʹah (and She·loʹmith was their sister); 20 and five other sons were Ha·shuʹbah, Oʹhel, Ber·e·chiʹah, Has·a·diʹah, and Juʹshab-heʹsed. 21 And the sons of Han·a·niʹah were Pel·a·tiʹah and Je·shaʹiah; the son* of Je·shaʹiah was Re·phaʹiah; the son* of Re·phaʹiah was Arʹnan; the son* of Arʹnan was O·ba·diʹah; the son* of O·ba·diʹah was Shec·a·niʹah; 22 and the sons of Shec·a·niʹah were She·maiʹah and the sons of She·maiʹah: Hatʹtush, Iʹgal, Ba·riʹah, Ne·a·riʹah, and Shaʹphat—six in all. 23 And the sons of Ne·a·riʹah were Eli·o·eʹnai, Hiz·kiʹah, and Az·riʹkam, three. 24 And the sons of Eli·o·eʹnai were Hod·a·viʹah, E·liʹa·shib, Pe·laʹiah, Akʹkub, Jo·haʹnan, De·laʹiah, and A·naʹni, seven.

The following are the sons of Aram. See Ge 10:23.
Meaning “Division.”
Or “earth’s population.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons of Israel.”
Lit., “field.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “Bringer of Disaster; Bringer of Ostracism.” In Jos 7:1, also called Achan.
Or “trouble; ostracism.”
Lit., “sons.”
Also called Caleb in vss. 18, 19, 42.
Also called Chelubai in vs. 9.
Or “surrounding.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Also called Chelubai in vs. 9.
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”


^ (1 Chron. 3:1-3) These were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebʹron: the firstborn Amʹnon, whose mother was A·hinʹo·am of Jezʹre·el; the second, Daniel, whose mother was Abʹi·gail the Carʹmel·ite; 2 the third, Abʹsa·lom the son of Maʹa·cah the daughter of Talʹmai the king of Geshʹur; the fourth, Ad·o·niʹjah the son of Hagʹgith; 3 the fifth, Sheph·a·tiʹah, whose mother was A·biʹtal; and the sixth, Ithʹre·am, whose mother was David’s wife Egʹlah.



^ (1 Chron. 1:43-54) These are the kings who reigned in the land of Eʹdom before any king reigned over the Israelites:* Beʹla the son of Beʹor; the name of his city was Dinʹha·bah. 44 When Beʹla died, Joʹbab the son of Zeʹrah from Bozʹrah began to reign in his place. 45 When Joʹbab died, Huʹsham from the land of the Teʹman·ites began to reign in his place. 46 When Huʹsham died, Haʹdad the son of Beʹdad, who defeated Midʹi·an in the territory* of Moʹab, began to reign in his place. The name of his city was Aʹvith. 47 When Haʹdad died, Samʹlah from Mas·reʹkah began to reign in his place. 48 When Samʹlah died, Shaʹul from Re·hoʹboth by the River began to reign in his place. 49 When Shaʹul died, Baʹal-haʹnan the son of Achʹbor began to reign in his place. 50 When Baʹal-haʹnan died, Haʹdad began to reign in his place. The name of his city was Paʹu, and the name of his wife was Me·hetʹa·bel the daughter of Maʹtred, the daughter of Meʹza·hab. 51 Then Haʹdad died. The sheikhs* of Eʹdom were Sheikh Timʹna, Sheikh Alʹvah, Sheikh Jeʹtheth, 52 Sheikh O·hol·i·baʹmah, Sheikh Eʹlah, Sheikh Piʹnon, 53 Sheikh Keʹnaz, Sheikh Teʹman, Sheikh Mibʹzar, 54 Sheikh Magʹdi·el, Sheikh Iʹram. These were the sheikhs of Eʹdom.

Lit., “sons of Israel.”
Lit., “field.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

The Bible​—A Book of Fact, Not Fiction






[Play the video Introduction to 1 Chronicles.]

Adam was a real person (1Ch 1:1; w09 9/1 14 ¶1)

Noah was also a real person (1Ch 1:4; w08 6/1 3 ¶4)



[image: A brother meditating on what he is reading in the Bible. He visualizes Noah and his family building the ark.]



When we understand that people in the Bible are, not mythical characters, but real people, we better appreciate the lessons we learn from their example.​—1Co 15:22; w09 9/1 14-15.









^ (1 Chron. 1:1) Adam, Seth, Eʹnosh,



^ (1 Chron. 1:4) Noah, Shem, Ham, and Jaʹpheth.



^ (1 Cor. 15:22) For just as in Adam all are dying, so also in the Christ all will be made alive.










[image: Collage: A young sister reading and studying the Bible. 1. She makes a time line of Bible characters on a whiteboard. 2. She reads the study edition of the “New World Translation” on jw.org. 3. She consults a map of Bible lands. 4. She draws a picture of a high priest and labels his garments.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Strengthen Your Faith in God’s Word






God’s Word can transform our lives. (Heb 4:12) However, to benefit from its guidance, direction, and counsel, we need to be convinced that it is indeed “the word of God.” (1Th 2:13) How can we strengthen our faith in the Bible?

Read a portion of the Bible each day. As you read, look for evidence that Jehovah is its Author. For example, examine the advice contained in the book of Proverbs and take note of its timeless wisdom.​—Pr 13:20; 14:30.

Start a study project. Become familiar with evidence that proves that the Bible is inspired. In the Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses, look under the subject “The Bible” and then “Inspired by God.” You can also strengthen your faith that the Bible’s message has not changed by examining the information contained in Appendix A3 of the New World Translation.

WATCH THE VIDEO WHY WE HAVE FAITH IN . . . GOD’S WORD, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  How does the discovery of a temple wall at Karnak, Egypt, confirm the truthfulness of God’s Word?


Your answer





	  How do we know that the Bible’s message has not changed?


Your answer





	  How does the Bible’s survival prove to you that it is the Word of God?​—Read Isaiah 40:8


Your answer















^ (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul* and spirit,* and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.

See Glossary.
See Glossary.


^ (1 Thess. 2:13) Indeed, that is why we also thank God unceasingly, because when you received God’s word, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but, just as it truthfully is, as the word of God, which is also at work in you believers.



^ (Prov. 13:20) The one walking with the wise will become wise, But the one who has dealings with the stupid will fare badly.



^ (Prov. 14:30) A calm heart gives life* to the body, But jealousy is rottenness to the bones.

Or “health.”


^ (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”
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1 CHRONICLES 4-6





	Song 42 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“What Do My Prayers Reveal About Me?”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	1Ch 5:10​—How can the victory over the Hagrites encourage us when we face seemingly insurmountable obstacles? (w05 10/1 9 ¶7)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Ch 6:61-81 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Use the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 3)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video Why Study the Bible? (th study 14)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 08 summary, review, and goal (th study 9)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 127



	“Prepare Now for a Medical Emergency”: (15 min.) Discussion and video. To be handled by an elder. Allow time for several comments after the video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 35



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 88 and Prayer













^ (1 Chron. 4:1-6:81) The sons of Judah were Peʹrez, Hezʹron, Carʹmi, Hur, and Shoʹbal. 2 Re·aʹiah the son of Shoʹbal became father to Jaʹhath; Jaʹhath became father to A·huʹmai and Laʹhad. These were the families of the Zoʹrath·ites. 3 These were the sons of the father of Eʹtam: Jezʹre·el, Ishʹma, and Idʹbash (and the name of their sister was Haz·ze·lel·poʹni), 4 and Pe·nuʹel was the father of Geʹdor, and Eʹzer was the father of Huʹshah. These were the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephʹra·thah and the father of Bethʹle·hem. 5 Ashʹhur the father of Te·koʹa had two wives, Heʹlah and Naʹa·rah. 6 Naʹa·rah bore to him A·huzʹzam, Heʹpher, Teʹme·ni, and Ha·a·hashʹta·ri. These were the sons of Naʹa·rah. 7 And the sons of Heʹlah were Zeʹreth, Izʹhar, and Ethʹnan. 8 Koz became father to Aʹnub, Zo·beʹbah, and the families of A·harʹhel the son of Haʹrum. 9 Jaʹbez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother named him Jaʹbez,* saying: “I gave birth to him in pain.” 10 Jaʹbez called on the God of Israel, saying: “O that you would bless me and enlarge my territory and let your hand be with me and preserve me from calamity, so that it may bring no harm to me!” So God brought about what he had asked for. 11 Cheʹlub the brother of Shuʹhah became father to Meʹhir, who was the father of Eshʹton. 12 Eshʹton became father to Beth-raʹpha, Pa·seʹah, and Te·hinʹnah, the father of Ir-naʹhash. These were the men of Reʹcah. 13 And the sons of Keʹnaz were Othʹni·el and Se·raiʹah, and the son* of Othʹni·el was Haʹthath. 14 Me·oʹno·thai became father to Ophʹrah. Se·raiʹah became father to Joʹab the father of Ge-harʹa·shim,* so called because they were craftsmen. 15 The sons of Caʹleb the son of Je·phunʹneh were Iʹru, Eʹlah, and Naʹam; and the son* of Eʹlah was Keʹnaz. 16 The sons of Je·halʹle·lel were Ziph, Ziʹphah, Tirʹi·a, and Asʹa·rel. 17 The sons of Ezʹrah were Jeʹther, Meʹred, Eʹpher, and Jaʹlon; she* conceived and bore Mirʹi·am, Shamʹmai, and Ishʹbah the father of Esh·te·moʹa. 18 (And his Jewish wife gave birth to Jeʹred the father of Geʹdor, Heʹber the father of Soʹco, and Je·kuʹthi·el the father of Za·noʹah.) These were the sons of Bi·thiʹah, the daughter of Pharʹaoh, whom Meʹred married. 19 The sons of Ho·diʹah’s wife, the sister of Naʹham, were the fathers of Keiʹlah the Garʹmite and Esh·te·moʹa the Ma·acʹa·thite. 20 And the sons of Shiʹmon were Amʹnon, Rinʹnah, Ben-haʹnan, and Tiʹlon. And the sons of Ishʹi were Zoʹheth and Ben-zoʹheth. 21 The sons of Sheʹlah the son of Judah were Er the father of Leʹcah, Laʹa·dah the father of Ma·reʹshah, and the families of the workers of fine fabric of the house of Ash·beʹa, 22 and Joʹkim, the men of Co·zeʹba, Joʹash, and Saʹraph, who became husbands of Moʹab·ite women, and Jashʹu·bi-leʹhem. These records are ancient.* 23 They were potters who lived in Ne·taʹim and Ge·deʹrah. They lived there and worked for the king. 24 The sons of Simʹe·on were Nemʹu·el, Jaʹmin, Jaʹrib, Zeʹrah, and Shaʹul. 25 Shalʹlum was his son, Mibʹsam his son, and Mishʹma his son. 26 And the sons of Mishʹma were Hamʹmu·el his son, Zacʹcur his son, Shimʹe·i his son. 27 And Shimʹe·i had 16 sons and 6 daughters; but his brothers did not have many sons, and none of their families had as many as the men of Judah had. 28 They lived in Beʹer-sheʹba, Mo·laʹdah, Haʹzar-shuʹal, 29 Bilʹhah, Eʹzem, Toʹlad, 30 Be·thuʹel, Horʹmah, Zikʹlag, 31 Beth-marʹca·both, Haʹzar-suʹsim, Beth-birʹi, and Shaʹa·raʹim. These were their cities until the reign of David. 32 Their settlements were Eʹtam, Aʹin, Rimʹmon, Toʹchen, and Aʹshan, five cities, 33 along with their settlements that were all around these cities as far as Baʹal. These were their genealogical enrollments and the places where they lived. 34 And Me·shoʹbab, Jamʹlech, Joʹshah the son of Am·a·ziʹah, 35 Joel, Jeʹhu son of Josh·i·biʹah son of Se·raiʹah son of Asʹi·el, 36 and Eli·o·eʹnai, Ja·a·koʹbah, Jesh·o·haiʹah, A·saiʹah, Adʹi·el, Je·simʹi·el, Be·naiʹah, 37 and Ziʹza son of Shiʹphi son of Alʹlon son of Je·daʹiah son of Shimʹri son of She·maiʹah; 38 these mentioned by name were the chieftains among their families, and the household of their forefathers increased in number. 39 And they went to the entrance of Geʹdor, to the east side of the valley, to look for pastures for their flocks. 40 They eventually found rich and good pastures, and the land was spacious, quiet, and undisturbed. Those who previously lived there were Hamʹites. 41 These whose names are listed came during the days of King Hez·e·kiʹah of Judah and struck down the tents of the Hamʹites and the Me·uʹnim who were there. They devoted them to destruction down to this day; and they settled in their place because there were pastures for their flocks there. 42 Some of the Simʹe·on·ites, 500 men, went to Mount Seʹir with Pel·a·tiʹah, Ne·a·riʹah, Re·phaʹiah, and Uzʹzi·el, the sons of Ishʹi who led them. 43 And they struck down the rest of the A·malʹek·ites who had escaped, and they have lived there down to this day. 
5 These are the sons of Reuʹben, Israel’s firstborn. He was the firstborn, but because he defiled* the bed of his father, his right as firstborn was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so he was not enrolled genealogically for the right of the firstborn. 2 Though Judah was superior to his brothers and from him came the one to be the leader, the right as firstborn belonged to Joseph. 3 The sons of Reuʹben the firstborn of Israel were Haʹnoch, Palʹlu, Hezʹron, and Carʹmi. 4 The sons of Joel were She·maiʹah his son, Gog his son, Shimʹe·i his son, 5 Miʹcah his son, Re·aʹiah his son, Baʹal his son, 6 and Be·erʹah his son, whom King Tilʹgath-pil·neʹser of As·syrʹi·a took into exile; he was a chieftain of the Reuʹben·ites. 7 His brothers by their families in the genealogical enrollment by their descendants were, as the head, Je·iʹel, Zech·a·riʹah, 8 and Beʹla son of Aʹzaz son of Sheʹma son of Joel, who lived in A·roʹer and as far as Neʹbo and Baʹal-meʹon. 9 To the east he settled as far as the beginning of the wilderness at the Eu·phraʹtes River, for their livestock had become numerous in the land of Gilʹe·ad. 10 In the days of Saul, they waged war against the Hagʹrites, who were defeated before them, so they dwelled in their tents throughout all the territory east of Gilʹe·ad. 11 Now the descendants of Gad lived next to them in the land of Baʹshan as far as Salʹe·cah. 12 Joel was the head, Shaʹpham the second, and Jaʹnai and Shaʹphat in Baʹshan. 13 And their brothers belonging to their paternal houses were Miʹcha·el, Me·shulʹlam, Sheʹba, Joʹrai, Jaʹcan, Ziʹa, and Eʹber, seven in all. 14 These were the sons of Abʹi·ha·il son of Huʹri son of Ja·roʹah son of Gilʹe·ad son of Miʹcha·el son of Je·shishʹai son of Jahʹdo son of Buz. 15 Aʹhi son of Abʹdi·el son of Guʹni was head of their paternal house. 16 They lived in Gilʹe·ad, in Baʹshan and its dependent* towns, and in all the pastures of Sharʹon as far as they extended. 17 They were all enrolled genealogically in the days of King Joʹtham of Judah and in the days of King Jer·o·boʹam* of Israel. 18 The Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh had 44,760 mighty warriors in their army who carried shields and swords and were armed with bows,* and they were trained in war. 19 They waged war against the Hagʹrites, Jeʹtur, Naʹphish, and Noʹdab. 20 And they were helped in fighting them, so that the Hagʹrites and all who were with them were given into their hand, for they called to God for help in the war, and he responded to their entreaty because they trusted in him. 21 They captured their livestock—50,000 camels, 250,000 sheep, and 2,000 donkeys—as well as 100,000 people.* 22 Many had fallen slain, because the war was waged by the true God. And they lived in their place until the time of the exile. 23 The descendants of the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh lived in the land from Baʹshan to Baʹal-herʹmon and Seʹnir and Mount Herʹmon. They were numerous. 24 These were the heads of their paternal houses: Eʹpher, Ishʹi, Eʹli·el, Azʹri·el, Jeremiah, Hod·a·viʹah, and Jahʹdi·el; they were mighty warriors, men of fame, and heads of their paternal houses. 25 But they acted unfaithfully toward the God of their forefathers and prostituted themselves to the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had annihilated from before them. 26 So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of King Pul of As·syrʹi·a (that is, King Tilʹgath-pil·neʹser of As·syrʹi·a) so that he took into exile those of the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh and brought them to Haʹlah, Haʹbor, Haʹra, and the river Goʹzan, where they are until this day. 
6 The sons of Leʹvi were Gerʹshon, Koʹhath, and Me·rarʹi. 2 The sons of Koʹhath were Amʹram, Izʹhar, Hebʹron, and Uzʹzi·el. 3 The children* of Amʹram were Aaron, Moses, and also Mirʹi·am. And the sons of Aaron were Naʹdab, A·biʹhu, El·e·aʹzar, and Ithʹa·mar. 4 El·e·aʹzar became father to Phinʹe·has; Phinʹe·has became father to Ab·i·shuʹa. 5 Ab·i·shuʹa became father to Bukʹki; Bukʹki became father to Uzʹzi. 6 Uzʹzi became father to Zer·a·hiʹah; Zer·a·hiʹah became father to Me·raʹioth. 7 Me·raʹioth became father to Am·a·riʹah; Am·a·riʹah became father to A·hiʹtub. 8 A·hiʹtub became father to Zaʹdok; Zaʹdok became father to A·himʹa·az. 9 A·himʹa·az became father to Az·a·riʹah; Az·a·riʹah became father to Jo·haʹnan. 10 Jo·haʹnan became father to Az·a·riʹah. He served as priest in the house that Solʹo·mon built in Jerusalem. 11 Az·a·riʹah became father to Am·a·riʹah; Am·a·riʹah became father to A·hiʹtub. 12 A·hiʹtub became father to Zaʹdok; Zaʹdok became father to Shalʹlum. 13 Shalʹlum became father to Hil·kiʹah; Hil·kiʹah became father to Az·a·riʹah. 14 Az·a·riʹah became father to Se·raiʹah; Se·raiʹah became father to Je·hozʹa·dak. 15 And Je·hozʹa·dak went into exile when Jehovah took Judah and Jerusalem into exile by the hand of Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar. 16 The sons of Leʹvi were Gerʹshom,* Koʹhath, and Me·rarʹi. 17 These are the names of the sons of Gerʹshom: Libʹni and Shimʹe·i. 18 The sons of Koʹhath were Amʹram, Izʹhar, Hebʹron, and Uzʹzi·el. 19 The sons of Me·rarʹi were Mahʹli and Muʹshi. These were the families of the Levites by their forefathers: 20 Of Gerʹshom, Libʹni his son, Jaʹhath his son, Zimʹmah his son, 21 Joʹah his son, Idʹdo his son, Zeʹrah his son, Je·athʹe·rai his son. 22 The sons* of Koʹhath were Am·minʹa·dab his son, Korʹah his son, Asʹsir his son, 23 El·kaʹnah his son, E·biʹa·saph his son, Asʹsir his son, 24 Taʹhath his son, U·riʹel his son, Uz·ziʹah his son, and Shaʹul his son. 25 The sons of El·kaʹnah were A·maʹsai and A·hiʹmoth. 26 As for El·kaʹnah, the sons of El·kaʹnah were Zoʹphai his son, Naʹhath his son, 27 E·liʹab his son, Je·roʹham his son, El·kaʹnah his son. 28 The sons of Samuel were Joel the firstborn and A·biʹjah the second. 29 The sons* of Me·rarʹi were Mahʹli, Libʹni his son, Shimʹe·i his son, Uzʹzah his son, 30 Shimʹe·a his son, Hag·giʹah his son, and A·saiʹah his son. 31 These were the ones whom David appointed to direct the singing at the house of Jehovah after the Ark came to rest there. 32 They were responsible for the singing at the tabernacle of the tent of meeting until Solʹo·mon built the house of Jehovah in Jerusalem, and they carried out their service as prescribed for them. 33 These are the men who served with their sons: Of the Koʹhath·ites, Heʹman the singer, son of Joel son of Samuel 34 son of El·kaʹnah son of Je·roʹham son of Eʹli·el son of Toʹah 35 son of Zuph son of El·kaʹnah son of Maʹhath son of A·maʹsai 36 son of El·kaʹnah son of Joel son of Az·a·riʹah son of Zeph·a·niʹah 37 son of Taʹhath son of Asʹsir son of E·biʹa·saph son of Korʹah 38 son of Izʹhar son of Koʹhath son of Leʹvi son of Israel. 39 His brother Aʹsaph stood at his right hand; Aʹsaph was son of Ber·e·chiʹah son of Shimʹe·a 40 son of Miʹcha·el son of Ba·a·seʹiah son of Mal·chiʹjah 41 son of Ethʹni son of Zeʹrah son of A·daiʹah 42 son of Eʹthan son of Zimʹmah son of Shimʹe·i 43 son of Jaʹhath son of Gerʹshom son of Leʹvi. 44 The descendants of Me·rarʹi their brothers were at the left hand; there was Eʹthan son of Kishʹi son of Abʹdi son of Malʹluch 45 son of Hash·a·biʹah son of Am·a·ziʹah son of Hil·kiʹah 46 son of Amʹzi son of Baʹni son of Sheʹmer 47 son of Mahʹli son of Muʹshi son of Me·rarʹi son of Leʹvi. 48 Their brothers the Levites were appointed* for all the service of the tabernacle, the house of the true God. 49 Aaron and his sons made the sacrifices smoke on the altar of burnt offering and on the altar of incense, performing the duties connected with the most holy things, to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of the true God had commanded. 50 These were the descendants of Aaron: El·e·aʹzar his son, Phinʹe·has his son, Ab·i·shuʹa his son, 51 Bukʹki his son, Uzʹzi his son, Zer·a·hiʹah his son, 52 Me·raʹioth his son, Am·a·riʹah his son, A·hiʹtub his son, 53 Zaʹdok his son, and A·himʹa·az his son. 54 These were their settlements by their encampments* in their territory: for the descendants of Aaron belonging to the family of the Koʹhath·ites, as the first lot fell to them, 55 they gave them Hebʹron in the land of Judah, with its surrounding pastures. 56 But the field of the city and its settlements they gave to Caʹleb the son of Je·phunʹneh. 57 And to the descendants of Aaron they gave the cities* of refuge, Hebʹron, also Libʹnah with its pastures, Jatʹtir, Esh·te·moʹa with its pastures, 58 Hiʹlen with its pastures, Deʹbir with its pastures, 59 Aʹshan with its pastures, and Beth-sheʹmesh with its pastures; 60 and from the tribe of Benjamin, Geʹba with its pastures, Alʹe·meth with its pastures, and Anʹa·thoth with its pastures. All their cities for their families were 13 cities. 61 To the rest of the Koʹhath·ites, there were allotted* ten cities, from the family of the tribe, from the half tribe, the half of Ma·nasʹseh. 62 To the Gerʹshom·ites by their families they assigned 13 cities from the tribe of Isʹsa·char, the tribe of Ashʹer, the tribe of Naphʹta·li, and the tribe of Ma·nasʹseh in Baʹshan. 63 To the Me·rarʹites by their families they assigned by lot 12 cities from the tribe of Reuʹben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe of Zebʹu·lun. 64 Thus the Israelites gave the Levites these cities with their pastures. 65 Furthermore, they assigned by lot these cities from the tribe of Judah, the tribe of Simʹe·on, and the tribe of Benjamin, which are mentioned by their names. 66 Some of the Koʹhath·ite families had cities from the tribe of Eʹphra·im as their territory. 67 They gave them the cities* of refuge, Sheʹchem with its pastures in the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im, Geʹzer with its pastures, 68 Jokʹme·am with its pastures, Beth-hoʹron with its pastures, 69 Aiʹja·lon with its pastures, and Gath-rimʹmon with its pastures; 70 and from half of the tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, Aʹner with its pastures and Bilʹe·am with its pastures, to the rest of the families of the Koʹhath·ites. 71 To the Gerʹshom·ites they assigned from the family of the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, Goʹlan in Baʹshan with its pastures and Ashʹta·roth with its pastures; 72 and from the tribe of Isʹsa·char, Keʹdesh with its pastures, Dabʹe·rath with its pastures, 73 Raʹmoth with its pastures, and Aʹnem with its pastures; 74 and from the tribe of Ashʹer, Maʹshal with its pastures, Abʹdon with its pastures, 75 Huʹkok with its pastures, and Reʹhob with its pastures; 76 and from the tribe of Naphʹta·li, Keʹdesh in Galʹi·lee with its pastures, Hamʹmon with its pastures, and Kir·i·a·thaʹim with its pastures. 77 To the rest of the Me·rarʹites they assigned from the tribe of Zebʹu·lun, Rimʹmo·no with its pastures, Taʹbor with its pastures; 78 and in the region of the Jordan at Jerʹi·cho, to the east of the Jordan, from the tribe of Reuʹben, they were given Beʹzer in the wilderness with its pastures, Jaʹhaz with its pastures, 79 Kedʹe·moth with its pastures, and Mephʹa·ath with its pastures; 80 and from the tribe of Gad, Raʹmoth in Gilʹe·ad with its pastures, Ma·ha·naʹim with its pastures, 81 Heshʹbon with its pastures, and Jaʹzer with its pastures.

The name Jabez may be related to a Hebrew word meaning “pain.”
Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “Valley of Craftsmen.”
Lit., “sons.”
Possibly referring to Bithiah in vs. 18.
Or “The sayings are of old tradition.”
Or “profaned.”
Or “surrounding.”
That is, Jeroboam II.
Lit., “and tread the bow.”
Or “human souls.”
Lit., “sons.”
Also called Gershon in vs. 1.
Or “descendants.”
Or “descendants.”
Lit., “were the ones given.”
Or “walled camps.”
Or possibly, “city,” in agreement with Jos 21:13.
Or “given by lot.”
Or possibly, “city,” in agreement with Jos 21:21.


^ (1 Chron. 5:10) In the days of Saul, they waged war against the Hagʹrites, who were defeated before them, so they dwelled in their tents throughout all the territory east of Gilʹe·ad.



^ (1 Chron. 6:61-81) To the rest of the Koʹhath·ites, there were allotted* ten cities, from the family of the tribe, from the half tribe, the half of Ma·nasʹseh. 62 To the Gerʹshom·ites by their families they assigned 13 cities from the tribe of Isʹsa·char, the tribe of Ashʹer, the tribe of Naphʹta·li, and the tribe of Ma·nasʹseh in Baʹshan. 63 To the Me·rarʹites by their families they assigned by lot 12 cities from the tribe of Reuʹben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe of Zebʹu·lun. 64 Thus the Israelites gave the Levites these cities with their pastures. 65 Furthermore, they assigned by lot these cities from the tribe of Judah, the tribe of Simʹe·on, and the tribe of Benjamin, which are mentioned by their names. 66 Some of the Koʹhath·ite families had cities from the tribe of Eʹphra·im as their territory. 67 They gave them the cities* of refuge, Sheʹchem with its pastures in the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im, Geʹzer with its pastures, 68 Jokʹme·am with its pastures, Beth-hoʹron with its pastures, 69 Aiʹja·lon with its pastures, and Gath-rimʹmon with its pastures; 70 and from half of the tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, Aʹner with its pastures and Bilʹe·am with its pastures, to the rest of the families of the Koʹhath·ites. 71 To the Gerʹshom·ites they assigned from the family of the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, Goʹlan in Baʹshan with its pastures and Ashʹta·roth with its pastures; 72 and from the tribe of Isʹsa·char, Keʹdesh with its pastures, Dabʹe·rath with its pastures, 73 Raʹmoth with its pastures, and Aʹnem with its pastures; 74 and from the tribe of Ashʹer, Maʹshal with its pastures, Abʹdon with its pastures, 75 Huʹkok with its pastures, and Reʹhob with its pastures; 76 and from the tribe of Naphʹta·li, Keʹdesh in Galʹi·lee with its pastures, Hamʹmon with its pastures, and Kir·i·a·thaʹim with its pastures. 77 To the rest of the Me·rarʹites they assigned from the tribe of Zebʹu·lun, Rimʹmo·no with its pastures, Taʹbor with its pastures; 78 and in the region of the Jordan at Jerʹi·cho, to the east of the Jordan, from the tribe of Reuʹben, they were given Beʹzer in the wilderness with its pastures, Jaʹhaz with its pastures, 79 Kedʹe·moth with its pastures, and Mephʹa·ath with its pastures; 80 and from the tribe of Gad, Raʹmoth in Gilʹe·ad with its pastures, Ma·ha·naʹim with its pastures, 81 Heshʹbon with its pastures, and Jaʹzer with its pastures.

Or “given by lot.”
Or possibly, “city,” in agreement with Jos 21:21.







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

What Do My Prayers Reveal About Me?






Jabez was an honorable man (1Ch 4:9)

His prayer revealed his concern for true worship (1Ch 4:10a; w10 10/1 23 ¶3-7)

Jehovah answered Jabez’ prayer (1Ch 4:10b)



[image: An elderly sister praying intensely. On her lap are a Bible and a list from jw.org of brothers in prison.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘What do my prayers reveal about me?’​—Mt 6:9, 10.









^ (1 Chron. 4:9) Jaʹbez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother named him Jaʹbez,* saying: “I gave birth to him in pain.”

The name Jabez may be related to a Hebrew word meaning “pain.”


^ (1 Chron. 4:10) Jaʹbez called on the God of Israel, saying: “O that you would bless me and enlarge my territory and let your hand be with me and preserve me from calamity, so that it may bring no harm to me!” So God brought about what he had asked for.



^ (1 Chron. 4:10) Jaʹbez called on the God of Israel, saying: “O that you would bless me and enlarge my territory and let your hand be with me and preserve me from calamity, so that it may bring no harm to me!” So God brought about what he had asked for.



^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.








LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Prepare Now for a Medical Emergency






Why prepare? Medical emergencies and hospitalization can occur suddenly and without warning. Therefore, before an emergency arises, take full advantage of the provisions available to help you receive the best medical care possible. By doing so, you show respect for life and Jehovah’s law on blood.​—Ac 15:28, 29.

What can you do to prepare?

	  Carefully and prayerfully fill out a durable power of attorney (DPA) card.* Baptized publishers can obtain from the literature servant a DPA card for themselves as well as an Identity Card (ic) for their minor children



	  If you are pregnant, ask your elders for a copy of Information for Expectant Mothers (S-401). This document will help you make good decisions about medical issues that may arise during pregnancy and childbirth



	  If you require a medical procedure that may involve the blood issue or a hospital stay, let your elders know in advance and inform the hospital that you would welcome a visit from a minister of Jehovah’s Witnesses





How can the elders assist? They can help you fill out your DPA card. However, elders will not make medical decisions for you or express their personal views on matters of individual choice. (Ro 14:12; Ga 6:5) When you inform your local elders that you are facing a medical situation that may involve blood, they will promptly contact the Hospital Liaison Committee (HLC) on your behalf.

How can the HLC help? Brothers serving on the HLC are trained to help those in the medical and legal communities understand our religious position regarding blood. They can discuss medical treatment strategies for avoiding blood transfusions with your health-care provider. If needed, they can help you to find a cooperative doctor.

WATCH THE VIDEO HOW TO MAKE HEALTH-CARE DECISIONS REGARDING BLOOD, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION:

	  What did you learn from this video that can help you be prepared for a medical emergency involving blood?


Your answer













^  Lesson 39 of the Enjoy Life Forever! book can help you to make medical decisions that involve the use of blood.




ARE YOU PREPARED?


When facing a medical situation that may involve blood,



Find out what options are available where you live




Be prepared to explain to a doctor why you reject or accept the use of certain blood fractions




Be prepared to explain to a doctor why you reject or accept the use of your own blood in the course of a medical procedure




Put your decisions in writing on your DPA card




Inform your health-care agents of your decisions




Have ready access to the contact information of a local elder








^ (Acts 15:28, 29) For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”



^ (Rom. 14:12) So, then, each of us will render an account for himself to God.



^ (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.








January 30–February 5

1 CHRONICLES 7-9





	Song 84 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“You Can Fulfill Challenging Assignments With Jehovah’s Help”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	1Ch 9:33​—How does this verse help us to appreciate the importance of music in true worship? (w10 12/15 21 ¶6)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Ch 7:1-13 (th study 10)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Leave a jw.org contact card. (th study 16)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 20)



	Talk: (5 min.) w21.06 3-4 ¶3-8​—Theme: Help Your Bible Student to Apply What He Is Learning. (th study 13)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 38



	“Jehovah Helps Us Through Our Trials”: (15 min.) Discussion and video.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 36



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 31 and Prayer













^ (1 Chron. 7:1-9:44) Now the sons of Isʹsa·char were Toʹla, Puʹah, Jaʹshub, and Shimʹron—four. 2 And the sons of Toʹla were Uzʹzi, Re·phaʹiah, Jeʹri·el, Jahʹmai, Ibʹsam, and She·muʹel, the heads of their paternal houses. Descended from Toʹla were mighty warriors, whose number in the days of David was 22,600. 3 And the descendants* of Uzʹzi were Iz·ra·hiʹah and the sons of Iz·ra·hiʹah: Miʹcha·el, O·ba·diʹah, Joel, and Is·shiʹah—all five of them were chiefs.* 4 And with them by their descendants, according to their paternal houses, there were 36,000 soldiers in their army available for war, for they had many wives and sons. 5 And their brothers of all the families of Isʹsa·char were mighty warriors, 87,000 as listed in the genealogical enrollment. 6 The sons of Benjamin were Beʹla, Beʹcher, and Je·diʹa·el—three. 7 And the sons of Beʹla were Ezʹbon, Uzʹzi, Uzʹzi·el, Jerʹi·moth, and Iʹri—five—heads of their paternal houses, mighty warriors, and 22,034 were in their genealogical enrollment. 8 And the sons of Beʹcher were Ze·miʹrah, Joʹash, E·li·eʹzer, Eli·o·eʹnai, Omʹri, Jerʹe·moth, A·biʹjah, Anʹa·thoth, and Alʹe·meth—all of these were the sons of Beʹcher. 9 Their genealogical enrollment by their descendants as respects the heads of their paternal houses was 20,200 mighty warriors. 10 And the sons of Je·diʹa·el were Bilʹhan and the sons of Bilʹhan: Jeʹush, Benjamin, Eʹhud, Che·naʹa·nah, Zeʹthan, Tarʹshish, and A·hishʹa·har. 11 All of these were the sons of Je·diʹa·el, according to the heads of their forefathers, 17,200 mighty warriors ready to go out to the army for war. 12 The Shupʹpim and the Hupʹpim were the sons of Ir; the Huʹshim were the sons of Aʹher. 13 The sons of Naphʹta·li were Jahʹzi·el, Guʹni, Jeʹzer, and Shalʹlum—descendants* of Bilʹhah. 14 The sons of Ma·nasʹseh: Asʹri·el, whom his Syrian concubine bore. (She bore Maʹchir the father of Gilʹe·ad. 15 Maʹchir took a wife for Hupʹpim and for Shupʹpim, and the name of his sister was Maʹa·cah.) The name of the second was Ze·loʹphe·had, but Ze·loʹphe·had had daughters. 16 Maʹa·cah, Maʹchir’s wife, bore a son and named him Peʹresh; and the name of his brother was Sheʹresh; and his sons were Uʹlam and Reʹkem. 17 And the son* of Uʹlam was Beʹdan. These were the sons of Gilʹe·ad son of Maʹchir son of Ma·nasʹseh. 18 And his sister was Ham·moʹle·cheth. She gave birth to Ishʹhod, Abi-eʹzer, and Mahʹlah. 19 And the sons of She·miʹda were A·hiʹan, Sheʹchem, Likʹhi, and A·niʹam. 20 The sons of Eʹphra·im were Shuʹthe·lah, Beʹred his son, Taʹhath his son, E·le·aʹdah his son, Taʹhath his son, 21 Zaʹbad his son, Shuʹthe·lah his son, Eʹzer, and Eʹle·ad. The men of Gath who were born in the land killed them because they went down to take their livestock. 22 Eʹphra·im their father carried on mourning for many days, and his brothers kept coming in to comfort him. 23 Afterward he had relations with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. But he named him Be·riʹah* because it was with calamity that she was in his house. 24 And his daughter was Sheʹe·rah, who built Lower and Upper Beth-hoʹron and Uzʹzen-sheʹe·rah. 25 And there was Reʹphah his son, Reʹsheph, Teʹlah his son, Taʹhan his son, 26 Laʹdan his son, Am·miʹhud his son, E·lishʹa·ma his son, 27 Nun his son, and Joshua* his son. 28 Their possession and their settlements were Bethʹel and its dependent* towns, and to the east Naʹa·ran, and to the west Geʹzer and its dependent towns, and Sheʹchem and its dependent towns, as far as Ayʹyah* and its dependent towns; 29 and next to the descendants of Ma·nasʹseh, Beth-sheʹan and its dependent towns, Taʹa·nach and its dependent towns, Me·gidʹdo and its dependent towns, and Dor and its dependent towns. In these the descendants of Joseph the son of Israel lived. 30 The sons of Ashʹer were Imʹnah, Ishʹvah, Ishʹvi, and Be·riʹah, and their sister was Seʹrah. 31 The sons of Be·riʹah were Heʹber and Malʹchi·el, who was the father of Birʹza·ith. 32 Heʹber became father to Japhʹlet, Shoʹmer, and Hoʹtham, and to Shuʹa their sister. 33 The sons of Japhʹlet were Paʹsach, Bimʹhal, and Ashʹvath. These were the sons of Japhʹlet. 34 The sons of Sheʹmer* were Aʹhi, Rohʹgah, Je·hubʹbah, and Aʹram. 35 The sons of Heʹlem* his brother were Zoʹphah, Imʹna, Sheʹlesh, and Aʹmal. 36 The sons of Zoʹphah were Suʹah, Harʹne·pher, Shuʹal, Beʹri, Imʹrah, 37 Beʹzer, Hod, Shamʹma, Shilʹshah, Ithʹran, and Be·eʹra. 38 The sons of Jeʹther were Je·phunʹneh, Pisʹpah, and Aʹra. 39 The sons of Ulʹla were Aʹrah, Hanʹni·el, and Ri·ziʹa. 40 All of these were the sons of Ashʹer, heads of their paternal houses, select, mighty warriors, heads of the chieftains; and their number listed in the genealogical enrollment was 26,000 men in the army available for war. 
8 Benjamin became father to Beʹla his firstborn, Ashʹbel the second, A·harʹah the third, 2 Noʹhah the fourth, and Raʹpha the fifth. 3 Beʹla’s sons were Adʹdar, Geʹra, A·biʹhud, 4 Ab·i·shuʹa, Naʹa·man, A·hoʹah, 5 Geʹra, She·phuʹphan, and Huʹram. 6 These were the sons of Eʹhud, the heads of the paternal houses of the inhabitants of Geʹba, who were taken into exile to Manʹa·hath: 7 Naʹa·man, A·hiʹjah, and Geʹra—he was the one who took them into exile and he became father to Uzʹza and A·hiʹhud. 8 Sha·ha·raʹim became father to children in the territory* of Moʹab after he sent them away. Huʹshim and Baʹa·ra were his wives.* 9 And by his wife Hoʹdesh, he became father to Joʹbab, Zibʹi·a, Meʹsha, Malʹcam, 10 Jeʹuz, Sa·chiʹa, and Mirʹmah. These were his sons, heads of the paternal houses. 11 By Huʹshim he became father to A·biʹtub and El·paʹal. 12 And the sons of El·paʹal were Eʹber, Miʹsham, Sheʹmed (who built Oʹno and Lod and its dependent* towns), 13 Be·riʹah, and Sheʹma. These were heads of the paternal houses of the inhabitants of Aiʹja·lon. These drove out the inhabitants of Gath. 14 And there were A·hiʹo, Shaʹshak, Jerʹe·moth, 15 Zeb·a·diʹah, Aʹrad, Eʹder, 16 Miʹcha·el, Ishʹpah, Joʹha, the sons of Be·riʹah; 17 and Zeb·a·diʹah, Me·shulʹlam, Hizʹki, Heʹber, 18 Ishʹme·rai, Iz·liʹah, Joʹbab, the sons of El·paʹal; 19 and Jaʹkim, Zichʹri, Zabʹdi, 20 E·li·eʹnai, Zilʹle·thai, Eʹli·el, 21 A·daiʹah, Be·raʹiah, Shimʹrath, the sons of Shimʹe·i; 22 and Ishʹpan, Eʹber, Eʹli·el, 23 Abʹdon, Zichʹri, Haʹnan, 24 Han·a·niʹah, Eʹlam, An·tho·thiʹjah, 25 Iph·deʹiah, Pe·nuʹel, the sons of Shaʹshak; 26 and Shamʹshe·rai, She·ha·riʹah, Ath·a·liʹah, 27 Ja·a·re·shiʹah, E·liʹjah, Zichʹri, the sons of Je·roʹham. 28 These were heads of the paternal houses by their descendants. These headmen lived in Jerusalem. 29 The father of Gibʹe·on, Je·iʹel, lived in Gibʹe·on. His wife’s name was Maʹa·cah. 30 And his firstborn son was Abʹdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baʹal, Naʹdab, 31 Geʹdor, A·hiʹo, and Zeʹcher. 32 Mikʹloth became father to Shimʹe·ah. And they all lived near their brothers in Jerusalem, along with their other brothers. 33 Ner became father to Kish; Kish became father to Saul; Saul became father to Jonʹa·than, Malʹchi-shuʹa, A·binʹa·dab, and Esh·baʹal.* 34 And Jonʹa·than’s son was Merʹib-baʹal.* Merʹib-baʹal became father to Miʹcah. 35 And the sons of Miʹcah were Piʹthon, Melʹech, Ta·reʹa, and Aʹhaz. 36 Aʹhaz became father to Je·hoʹad·dah; Je·hoʹad·dah became father to Alʹe·meth, Azʹma·veth, and Zimʹri. Zimʹri became father to Moʹza. 37 Moʹza became father to Binʹe·a, Raʹphah his son, El·e·aʹsah his son, Aʹzel his son. 38 Aʹzel had six sons, and their names were Az·riʹkam, Boʹche·ru, Ishʹma·el, She·a·riʹah, O·ba·diʹah, and Haʹnan. All of these were the sons of Aʹzel. 39 And the sons of his brother Eʹshek were Uʹlam his firstborn, Jeʹush the second, and E·liphʹe·let the third. 40 And the sons of Uʹlam were mighty warriors who could handle* the bow, and they had many sons and grandsons, numbering 150. All of these were descendants of Benjamin. 
9 All the Israelites were enrolled genealogically, and they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel. And Judah was taken into exile to Babylon for its unfaithfulness. 2 The first inhabitants to return to their possession in their cities were some Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the temple servants.* 3 And some of the descendants of Judah, of Benjamin, of Eʹphra·im, and of Ma·nasʹseh settled in Jerusalem: 4 Uʹthai son of Am·miʹhud son of Omʹri son of Imʹri son of Baʹni, of the descendants of Peʹrez son of Judah. 5 And of the Shiʹlo·nites, A·saiʹah the firstborn and his sons. 6 And of the sons of Zeʹrah, Je·uʹel and 690 of their brothers. 7 And of the descendants of Benjamin, Salʹlu son of Me·shulʹlam son of Hod·a·viʹah son of Has·se·nuʹah, 8 Ib·neʹiah son of Je·roʹham, Eʹlah son of Uzʹzi son of Michʹri, and Me·shulʹlam son of Sheph·a·tiʹah son of Reuʹel son of Ib·niʹjah. 9 And their brothers by line of descent were 956. All these men were heads of their paternal houses.* 10 And of the priests, there were Je·daʹiah, Je·hoiʹa·rib, Jaʹchin, 11 Az·a·riʹah son of Hil·kiʹah son of Me·shulʹlam son of Zaʹdok son of Me·raʹioth son of A·hiʹtub, a leader of the house* of the true God, 12 A·daiʹah son of Je·roʹham son of Pashʹhur son of Mal·chiʹjah, Maʹa·sai son of Adʹi·el son of Jahʹze·rah son of Me·shulʹlam son of Me·shilʹle·mith son of Imʹmer, 13 and their brothers, heads of the paternal houses, 1,760 mighty, capable men available for the service of the house of the true God. 14 And of the Levites, there were She·maiʹah son of Hasʹshub son of Az·riʹkam son of Hash·a·biʹah from the descendants of Me·rarʹi; 15 and Bak·bakʹkar, Heʹresh, Gaʹlal, Mat·ta·niʹah son of Miʹca son of Zichʹri son of Aʹsaph, 16 O·ba·diʹah son of She·maiʹah son of Gaʹlal son of Je·duʹthun, and Ber·e·chiʹah son of Aʹsa son of El·kaʹnah, who was dwelling in the settlements of the Ne·tophʹa·thites. 17 The gatekeepers were Shalʹlum, Akʹkub, Talʹmon, A·hiʹman, and their brother Shalʹlum the head, 18 and until then he was at the king’s gate to the east. These were the gatekeepers of the camps of the Levites. 19 And Shalʹlum son of Koʹre son of E·biʹa·saph son of Korʹah, and his brothers of his paternal house, the Korʹah·ites, were over the duties of the service, the doorkeepers of the tent, and their fathers had been over the camp of Jehovah as the keepers of the entryway. 20 It was Phinʹe·has the son of El·e·aʹzar who had been their leader in the past; Jehovah was with him. 21 Zech·a·riʹah the son of Me·shel·e·miʹah was the gatekeeper of the entrance of the tent of meeting. 22 All those selected as gatekeepers at the thresholds numbered 212. They were in their settlements by their genealogical enrollment. David and Samuel the seer appointed these to their office of trust. 23 They and their sons were over the guard service for the gates of the house of Jehovah, the house of the tent. 24 The gatekeepers were on the four sides—east, west, north, and south. 25 From time to time, their brothers were to come in from their settlements for seven days to serve along with them. 26 There were four chief* gatekeepers in the office of trust. They were Levites, and they were in charge of the chambers* and of the treasuries of the house of the true God. 27 They would spend the night in their stations all around the house of the true God, for they cared for the guard service and were in charge of the key and would open up the house from morning to morning. 28 Some of them were in charge of the utensils of the service; they would count them when they brought them in and count them when they took them out. 29 Some of them were appointed over the utensils, over all the holy utensils, and over the fine flour, the wine, the oil, the frankincense, and the balsam oil. 30 Some of the sons of the priests mixed the ointment of balsam oil. 31 And Mat·ti·thiʹah of the Levites, who was the firstborn of Shalʹlum the Korʹah·ite, was in the office of trust over the things baked in pans. 32 Some of their brothers of the Koʹhath·ites were in charge of the layer bread,* to prepare it every sabbath. 33 These were the singers, the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites in the chambers,* those set free from other duties; for by day and by night it was their responsibility to be on duty. 34 These were the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites by their line of descent, headmen. These lived in Jerusalem. 35 The father of Gibʹe·on, Je·iʹel, lived in Gibʹe·on. His wife’s name was Maʹa·cah. 36 And his firstborn son was Abʹdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baʹal, Ner, Naʹdab, 37 Geʹdor, A·hiʹo, Zech·a·riʹah, and Mikʹloth. 38 Mikʹloth became father to Shimʹe·am. And they all lived near their brothers in Jerusalem, along with their other brothers. 39 Ner became father to Kish; Kish became father to Saul; Saul became father to Jonʹa·than, Malʹchi-shuʹa, A·binʹa·dab, and Esh·baʹal. 40 And Jonʹa·than’s son was Merʹib-baʹal. Merʹib-baʹal became father to Miʹcah. 41 And the sons of Miʹcah were Piʹthon, Melʹech, Tahrʹe·a, and Aʹhaz. 42 Aʹhaz became father to Jaʹrah; Jaʹrah became father to Alʹe·meth, Azʹma·veth, and Zimʹri. Zimʹri became father to Moʹza. 43 Moʹza became father to Binʹe·a and Re·phaʹiah his son, El·e·aʹsah his son, Aʹzel his son. 44 Aʹzel had six sons, and their names were Az·riʹkam, Boʹche·ru, Ishʹma·el, She·a·riʹah, O·ba·diʹah, and Haʹnan. These were the sons of Aʹzel.

Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “heads.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “With Calamity.”
Or “Jehoshua,” meaning “Jehovah Is Salvation.”
Or “surrounding.”
Or possibly, “Gaza,” though not the Gaza in Philistia.
Also called Shomer in vs. 32.
Likely the same as “Hotham” in vs. 32.
Lit., “field.”
Or possibly, “after he sent away his wives Hu­shim and Baara.”
Or “surrounding.”
Also called Ish-bosheth.
Also called Mephibosheth.
Lit., “who tread.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Lit., “heads of fathers for the house of their fathers.”
Or “temple.”
Lit., “mighty.”
Or “dining rooms.”
That is, the showbread.
Or “dining rooms.”


^ (1 Chron. 9:33) These were the singers, the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites in the chambers,* those set free from other duties; for by day and by night it was their responsibility to be on duty.

Or “dining rooms.”


^ (1 Chron. 7:1-13) Now the sons of Isʹsa·char were Toʹla, Puʹah, Jaʹshub, and Shimʹron—four. 2 And the sons of Toʹla were Uzʹzi, Re·phaʹiah, Jeʹri·el, Jahʹmai, Ibʹsam, and She·muʹel, the heads of their paternal houses. Descended from Toʹla were mighty warriors, whose number in the days of David was 22,600. 3 And the descendants* of Uzʹzi were Iz·ra·hiʹah and the sons of Iz·ra·hiʹah: Miʹcha·el, O·ba·diʹah, Joel, and Is·shiʹah—all five of them were chiefs.* 4 And with them by their descendants, according to their paternal houses, there were 36,000 soldiers in their army available for war, for they had many wives and sons. 5 And their brothers of all the families of Isʹsa·char were mighty warriors, 87,000 as listed in the genealogical enrollment. 6 The sons of Benjamin were Beʹla, Beʹcher, and Je·diʹa·el—three. 7 And the sons of Beʹla were Ezʹbon, Uzʹzi, Uzʹzi·el, Jerʹi·moth, and Iʹri—five—heads of their paternal houses, mighty warriors, and 22,034 were in their genealogical enrollment. 8 And the sons of Beʹcher were Ze·miʹrah, Joʹash, E·li·eʹzer, Eli·o·eʹnai, Omʹri, Jerʹe·moth, A·biʹjah, Anʹa·thoth, and Alʹe·meth—all of these were the sons of Beʹcher. 9 Their genealogical enrollment by their descendants as respects the heads of their paternal houses was 20,200 mighty warriors. 10 And the sons of Je·diʹa·el were Bilʹhan and the sons of Bilʹhan: Jeʹush, Benjamin, Eʹhud, Che·naʹa·nah, Zeʹthan, Tarʹshish, and A·hishʹa·har. 11 All of these were the sons of Je·diʹa·el, according to the heads of their forefathers, 17,200 mighty warriors ready to go out to the army for war. 12 The Shupʹpim and the Hupʹpim were the sons of Ir; the Huʹshim were the sons of Aʹher. 13 The sons of Naphʹta·li were Jahʹzi·el, Guʹni, Jeʹzer, and Shalʹlum—descendants* of Bilʹhah.

Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “heads.”
Lit., “sons.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

You Can Fulfill Challenging Assignments With Jehovah’s Help






The Levite gatekeepers occupied an office of great responsibility (1Ch 9:26, 27; w05 10/1 9 ¶8)

Phinehas was chief of the tabernacle gatekeepers in the days of Moses (1Ch 9:17-20a)

Jehovah helped Phinehas to fulfill his assignment (1Ch 9:20b; w11 9/15 32 ¶7)



[image: Collage: 1. A young sister operates large construction equipment. 2. An elderly couple participate in telephone witnessing. 3. A couple preach where there is a greater need for Kingdom publishers.]



Jehovah gives us plenty of important work. If you are ever unsure about how to carry out an assignment, pray to Jehovah and ask a mature Christian for help.​—Php 2:13.









^ (1 Chron. 9:26, 27) There were four chief* gatekeepers in the office of trust. They were Levites, and they were in charge of the chambers* and of the treasuries of the house of the true God. 27 They would spend the night in their stations all around the house of the true God, for they cared for the guard service and were in charge of the key and would open up the house from morning to morning.

Lit., “mighty.”
Or “dining rooms.”


^ (1 Chron. 9:17-20) The gatekeepers were Shalʹlum, Akʹkub, Talʹmon, A·hiʹman, and their brother Shalʹlum the head, 18 and until then he was at the king’s gate to the east. These were the gatekeepers of the camps of the Levites. 19 And Shalʹlum son of Koʹre son of E·biʹa·saph son of Korʹah, and his brothers of his paternal house, the Korʹah·ites, were over the duties of the service, the doorkeepers of the tent, and their fathers had been over the camp of Jehovah as the keepers of the entryway. 20 It was Phinʹe·has the son of El·e·aʹzar who had been their leader in the past; Jehovah was with him.



^ (1 Chron. 9:20) It was Phinʹe·has the son of El·e·aʹzar who had been their leader in the past; Jehovah was with him.



^ (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.










[image: Parents and their two young children associating with their congregation via videoconferencing.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Jehovah Helps Us Through Our Trials






During these last days, we experience many difficult trials. At times, we may feel that our trials are too much for us to bear. However, if we continue to draw close to Jehovah, he will help us to endure even the most heartbreaking of trials. (Isa 43:2, 4) How can we draw close to Jehovah when we go through trials?

Prayer. When we pour our heart out to Jehovah, he gives us the peace and emotional strength to endure.​—Php 4:6, 7; 1Th 5:17.

Meetings. More than ever, we need the spiritual food and association that Jehovah provides at our meetings. (Heb 10:24, 25) When we prepare for, attend, and participate in congregation meetings, we take full advantage of the help of Jehovah’s spirit.​—Re 2:29.

Ministry. We will find it easier to focus on positive things if we do everything we can to remain active in the ministry. We will also strengthen our bonds of friendship with Jehovah and our fellow workers.​—1Co 3:5-10.

WATCH THE VIDEO JEHOVAH WILL TAKE YOU IN, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What helped Malu to stay close to Jehovah during her trials?


Your answer





	  Like Malu, how can the words found at Psalm 34:18 bring us comfort during our trials?


Your answer





	  How does Malu’s experience show that Jehovah gives us “power beyond what is normal” when we experience trials?​—2Co 4:7


Your answer















^ (Isa. 43:2) When you pass through the waters, I will be with you, And through the rivers, they will not flood over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, Nor will the flame singe you.



^ (Isa. 43:4) For you became precious in my eyes, You were honored, and I have loved you. So I will give people in place of you And nations in exchange for your life.*

Or “soul.”


^ (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^ (1 Thess. 5:17) Pray constantly.



^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Rev. 2:29) Let the one who has an ear hear what the spirit says to the congregations.’



^ (1 Cor. 3:5-10) What, then, is A·polʹlos? Yes, what is Paul? Ministers through whom you became believers, just as the Lord granted each one. 6 I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow. 8 Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one, but each person will receive his own reward according to his own work. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building. 10 According to the undeserved kindness of God that was given to me, I laid a foundation as a skilled master builder, but someone else is building on it. But let each one keep watching how he is building on it.



^ (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:7) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.








February 6-12

1 CHRONICLES 10-12





	Song 94 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Strengthen Your Desire to Do God’s Will”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	1Ch 12:33​—What good example did the 50,000 men of Zebulun set? (it-1 1058 ¶5-6)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Ch 11:26-47 (th study 5)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a Bible study. (th study 12)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Bible Study? (th study 6)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 09 intro and points 1-3 (th study 18)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 97



	“Search for God’s Thinking”: (10 min.) Discussion and video.



	“Set Goals for the Memorial Season”: (5 min.) Discussion.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 37 points 1-5



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 91 and Prayer













^ (1 Chron. 10:1-12:40) Now the Phi·lisʹtines were fighting against Israel. And the men of Israel fled from before the Phi·lisʹtines, and many fell slain on Mount Gil·boʹa. 2 The Phi·lisʹtines kept in close range of Saul and his sons, and the Phi·lisʹtines struck down Jonʹa·than, A·binʹa·dab, and Malʹchi-shuʹa, Saul’s sons. 3 The fighting grew fierce against Saul, and the archers found him, and he was wounded by the archers. 4 Then Saul said to his armor-bearer: “Draw your sword and run me through with it, so that these uncircumcised men may not come and deal ruthlessly* with me.” But his armor-bearer was unwilling, because he was very much afraid. So Saul took the sword and fell on it. 5 When his armor-bearer saw that Saul was dead, he too fell on his own sword and died. 6 Thus Saul and his three sons died, and all those of his house died together. 7 When all the people of Israel in the valley* saw that everyone had fled and that Saul and his sons had died, they began to abandon their cities and flee; the Phi·lisʹtines then came and occupied them. 8 The next day, when the Phi·lisʹtines came to strip the slain, they found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount Gil·boʹa. 9 So they stripped him and took off his head and his armor, and they sent word throughout the land of the Phi·lisʹtines to spread the news to their idols and the people. 10 Then they put his armor in the house* of their god and fastened his skull to the house of Daʹgon. 11 When all those of Jaʹbesh in Gilʹe·ad heard about all that the Phi·lisʹtines had done to Saul, 12 all the warriors rose up and carried off the corpse of Saul and the corpses of his sons. They brought them to Jaʹbesh and buried their bones under the big tree in Jaʹbesh, and they fasted for seven days. 13 Thus Saul died for the unfaithfulness he had shown against Jehovah because he had not obeyed the word of Jehovah, also for consulting a spirit medium 14 instead of inquiring of Jehovah. So He put him to death and turned the kingship over to David the son of Jesʹse. 
11 In time all the Israelites gathered to David at Hebʹron and said: “Look! We are your own bone and flesh.* 2 In times past while Saul was king, you were the one who was leading Israel on its campaigns.* And Jehovah your God said to you: ‘You will shepherd my people Israel, and you will become leader over my people Israel.’” 3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebʹron, and David made a covenant with them in Hebʹron before Jehovah. Then they anointed David as king over Israel, according to Jehovah’s word through Samuel. 4 Later David and all Israel set out for Jerusalem, that is, Jeʹbus, where the Jebʹu·sites were inhabiting the land. 5 The inhabitants of Jeʹbus taunted David: “You will never come in here!” However, David captured the stronghold of Zion, which is now the City of David. 6 So David said: “Whoever is the first to strike the Jebʹu·sites will become chief* and prince.” And Joʹab the son of Ze·ruʹiah went up first, and he became the chief. 7 Then David took up residence in the stronghold. That is why they called it the City of David. 8 He began to build up the city all around, from the Mound* to the areas around it, and Joʹab restored the rest of the city. 9 Thus David became greater and greater, and Jehovah of armies was with him. 10 Now these are the heads of David’s mighty warriors, who gave him strong support in his kingship, together with all Israel, to make him king according to Jehovah’s word concerning Israel. 11 This is the list of David’s mighty warriors: Ja·shoʹbe·am the son of a Hachʹmon·ite, the head of the three. He brandished his spear over 300 slain at one time. 12 Next to him was El·e·aʹzar the son of Doʹdo the A·hoʹhite. He was among the three mighty warriors. 13 He was with David at Pas-damʹmim, where the Phi·lisʹtines had gathered together for war. Now there was a plot of land full of barley, and the people had fled because of the Phi·lisʹtines. 14 But he took his stand in the middle of the field and defended it and kept striking down the Phi·lisʹtines, so that Jehovah brought about a great victory.* 15 Three of the 30 headmen went down to the rock, to David at the cave of A·dulʹlam, while a Phi·lisʹtine army was camped in the Valley* of Rephʹa·im. 16 David was then in the stronghold, and a garrison of the Phi·lisʹtines was in Bethʹle·hem. 17 Then David expressed his longing: “If only I could have a drink of the water from the cistern by the gate of Bethʹle·hem!” 18 At that the three forced their way into the camp of the Phi·lisʹtines and drew water from the cistern by the gate of Bethʹle·hem and brought it to David; but David refused to drink it and poured it out to Jehovah. 19 He said: “It is unthinkable on my part from the standpoint of my God to do this! Should I drink the blood of these men who risked their lives?* For it was at the risk of their lives* that they brought it.” So he refused to drink it. These are the things that his three mighty warriors did. 20 A·bishʹai the brother of Joʹab became head of another three; he brandished his spear over 300 slain, and he had a reputation like the three. 21 Of the other three, he was more distinguished than two of them, and he was their chief; yet he did not attain to the rank of the first three. 22 Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da was a courageous man* who performed many exploits in Kabʹze·el. He struck down the two sons of Arʹi·el of Moʹab, and he descended into a waterpit on a snowy day and killed a lion. 23 He also struck down an Egyptian man of extraordinary size—five cubits* tall. Though the Egyptian had a spear in his hand like the beam of loom workers, he went against him with a rod and snatched the spear away from the Egyptian’s hand and killed him with his own spear. 24 These things Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da did, and he had a reputation like that of the three mighty warriors. 25 Although he was distinguished even more than the thirty, he did not attain to the rank of the three. However, David appointed him over his own bodyguard. 26 The mighty warriors of the military forces were Asʹa·hel the brother of Joʹab, El·haʹnan the son of Doʹdo of Bethʹle·hem, 27 Shamʹmoth the Haʹro·rite, Heʹlez the Pelʹo·nite, 28 Iʹra the son of Ikʹkesh the Te·koʹite, Abi-eʹzer the Anʹa·thoth·ite, 29 Sibʹbe·cai the Huʹshath·ite, Iʹlai the A·hoʹhite, 30 Maʹha·rai the Ne·tophʹa·thite, Heʹled the son of Baʹa·nah the Ne·tophʹa·thite, 31 Iʹthai the son of Riʹbai of Gibʹe·ah of the Benʹja·min·ites, Be·naiʹah the Pirʹa·thon·ite, 32 Huʹrai of the wadis* of Gaʹash, A·biʹel the Arʹbath·ite, 33 Azʹma·veth the Ba·haʹrum·ite, E·liʹah·ba the Sha·alʹbo·nite, 34 the sons of Haʹshem the Giʹzo·nite, Jonʹa·than the son of Shaʹgee the Harʹa·rite, 35 A·hiʹam the son of Saʹcar the Harʹa·rite, E·liʹphal the son of Ur, 36 Heʹpher the Me·cheʹrath·ite, A·hiʹjah the Pelʹo·nite, 37 Hezʹro the Carʹmel·ite, Naʹa·rai the son of Ezʹbai, 38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibʹhar the son of Hagʹri, 39 Zeʹlek the Amʹmon·ite, Naʹha·rai the Be·rothʹite, the armor-bearer of Joʹab the son of Ze·ruʹiah; 40 Iʹra the Ithʹrite, Gaʹreb the Ithʹrite, 41 U·riʹah the Hitʹtite, Zaʹbad the son of Ahʹlai, 42 Adʹi·na the son of Shiʹza the Reuʹben·ite, a head of the Reuʹben·ites, and 30 with him; 43 Haʹnan the son of Maʹa·cah, Joshʹa·phat the Mithʹnite, 44 Uz·ziʹa the Ashʹte·rath·ite, Shaʹma and Je·iʹel, the sons of Hoʹtham the A·roʹer·ite; 45 Je·diʹa·el the son of Shimʹri, and Joʹha his brother the Tiʹzite; 46 Eʹli·el the Maʹha·vite, Jerʹi·bai and Josh·a·viʹah the sons of Elʹna·am, and Ithʹmah the Moʹab·ite; 47 Eʹli·el, Oʹbed, and Ja·a·siʹel the Me·zoʹba·ite. 
12 These were the men who came to David at Zikʹlag while he was unable to move about freely because of Saul the son of Kish, and they were among the mighty warriors who supported him in battle. 2 They were armed with the bow, and they could use both the right hand and the left hand to sling stones or to shoot arrows with the bow. They were of the brothers of Saul, from Benjamin. 3 The head was A·hi·eʹzer, along with Joʹash, both sons of She·maʹah the Gibʹe·ath·ite; Jeʹzi·el and Pelʹet the sons of Azʹma·veth, Berʹa·cah, Jeʹhu the Anʹa·thoth·ite, 4 Ish·maʹiah the Gibʹe·on·ite, a mighty warrior among the thirty and over the thirty; also Jeremiah, Ja·ha·ziʹel, Jo·haʹnan, Joʹza·bad the Ge·deʹrath·ite, 5 E·luʹzai, Jerʹi·moth, Be·a·liʹah, Shem·a·riʹah, Sheph·a·tiʹah the Harʹi·phite, 6 El·kaʹnah, Is·shiʹah, Azʹar·el, Jo·eʹzer, and Ja·shoʹbe·am, the Korʹah·ites; 7 and Jo·eʹlah and Zeb·a·diʹah the sons of Je·roʹham of Geʹdor. 8 Some of the Gadʹites went over to David’s side at the stronghold in the wilderness; they were mighty warriors, soldiers trained for war, standing ready with the large shield and the lance, whose faces were like those of lions and who were as swift as the gazelles on the mountains. 9 Eʹzer was the head, O·ba·diʹah the second, E·liʹab the third, 10 Mish·manʹnah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth, 11 Atʹtai the sixth, Eʹli·el the seventh, 12 Jo·haʹnan the eighth, El·zaʹbad the ninth, 13 Jeremiah the tenth, Machʹban·nai the eleventh. 14 These were of the Gadʹites, heads of the army. The least one was equal to 100, and the greatest to 1,000. 15 These are the men who crossed the Jordan in the first month when it was overflowing its banks, and they chased away all those living in the lowlands, to the east and to the west. 16 Some of the men of Benjamin and Judah also came to David at his stronghold. 17 Then David went out before them and said to them: “If you have come to me in peace to help me, my heart will be united with you. But if it is to betray me to my adversaries when my hands have done no wrong, let the God of our forefathers see it and judge.” 18 Then the spirit came upon* A·maʹsai, the head of the thirty: “We are yours, O David, and we are with you, O son of Jesʹse. Peace, peace be yours, and peace to the one helping you, For your God is helping you.” So David received them and appointed them among the heads of the troops. 19 Some from Ma·nasʹseh also deserted to David when he came with the Phi·lisʹtines to battle against Saul; but he did not help the Phi·lisʹtines, for after consultation, the lords of the Phi·lisʹtines sent him away, saying: “He will desert to his lord Saul, and it will cost us our heads.” 20 When he went to Zikʹlag, these deserted to him from Ma·nasʹseh: Adʹnah, Joʹza·bad, Je·diʹa·el, Miʹcha·el, Joʹza·bad, E·liʹhu, and Zilʹle·thai, heads of the thousands of Ma·nasʹseh. 21 They helped David against the marauder band, because all of them were mighty, courageous men, and they became chiefs in the army. 22 Day after day people kept coming to David to help him until it was a camp as great as the camp of God. 23 This is the number of the heads of those armed for battle who came to David at Hebʹron to turn the kingship of Saul over to him according to Jehovah’s order. 24 The men of Judah carrying the large shield and the lance were 6,800, armed for battle. 25 Of the Simʹe·on·ites, the mighty, courageous men of the army were 7,100. 26 Of the Levites, 4,600. 27 Je·hoiʹa·da was the leader of the sons of Aaron, and with him were 3,700, 28 as well as Zaʹdok, a mighty and courageous young man, along with 22 chiefs from his paternal house. 29 Of the Benʹja·min·ites, the brothers of Saul, there were 3,000, of whom the greater number had previously been guarding the interests of the house of Saul. 30 Of the Eʹphra·im·ites, there were 20,800 mighty, courageous men of fame among their paternal houses. 31 Of the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, there were 18,000 who had been designated by name to come to make David king. 32 Of the tribe of Isʹsa·char, who understood the times and knew what Israel should do, there were 200 of their headmen, and all their brothers were under their command. 33 Of Zebʹu·lun, there were 50,000 who could serve in the army, drawing up in battle formation with all the weapons of war, all joining David with undivided loyalty.* 34 Of Naphʹta·li, there were 1,000 chiefs, and with them were 37,000 with the large shield and the spear. 35 Of the Danʹites, those drawing up in battle formation were 28,600. 36 And of Ashʹer, those who could serve in the army for drawing up in battle formation were 40,000. 37 From across the Jordan, of the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, there were 120,000 soldiers with all kinds of weapons of war. 38 All of these were men of war, joining together in battle line; they came with a complete heart to Hebʹron to make David king over all Israel, and also all the rest of Israel were united in wanting* to make David king. 39 And they remained there with David for three days, eating and drinking, for their brothers had made preparation for them. 40 Also those near them, and even those as far as Isʹsa·char, Zebʹu·lun, and Naphʹta·li, were bringing food on donkeys, camels, mules, and cattle—provisions of flour, cakes of pressed figs and raisins, wine, oil, and cattle and sheep in great quantity, for there was rejoicing in Israel.

Or “abusively.”
Or “low plain.”
Or “temple.”
Or “your blood relatives.”
Lit., “the one bringing out and the one bringing in Israel.”
Lit., “head.”
Or “Millo.” A Hebrew term meaning “fill.”
Or “salvation.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Or “souls.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “the son of a man of valor.”
His height was about 2.23 m (7.3 ft). See App. B14.
See Glossary.
Lit., “clothed.”
Or “all those joining David were not doublehearted.”
Lit., “were of one heart.”


^ (1 Chron. 12:33) Of Zebʹu·lun, there were 50,000 who could serve in the army, drawing up in battle formation with all the weapons of war, all joining David with undivided loyalty.*

Or “all those joining David were not doublehearted.”


^ (1 Chron. 11:26-47) The mighty warriors of the military forces were Asʹa·hel the brother of Joʹab, El·haʹnan the son of Doʹdo of Bethʹle·hem, 27 Shamʹmoth the Haʹro·rite, Heʹlez the Pelʹo·nite, 28 Iʹra the son of Ikʹkesh the Te·koʹite, Abi-eʹzer the Anʹa·thoth·ite, 29 Sibʹbe·cai the Huʹshath·ite, Iʹlai the A·hoʹhite, 30 Maʹha·rai the Ne·tophʹa·thite, Heʹled the son of Baʹa·nah the Ne·tophʹa·thite, 31 Iʹthai the son of Riʹbai of Gibʹe·ah of the Benʹja·min·ites, Be·naiʹah the Pirʹa·thon·ite, 32 Huʹrai of the wadis* of Gaʹash, A·biʹel the Arʹbath·ite, 33 Azʹma·veth the Ba·haʹrum·ite, E·liʹah·ba the Sha·alʹbo·nite, 34 the sons of Haʹshem the Giʹzo·nite, Jonʹa·than the son of Shaʹgee the Harʹa·rite, 35 A·hiʹam the son of Saʹcar the Harʹa·rite, E·liʹphal the son of Ur, 36 Heʹpher the Me·cheʹrath·ite, A·hiʹjah the Pelʹo·nite, 37 Hezʹro the Carʹmel·ite, Naʹa·rai the son of Ezʹbai, 38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibʹhar the son of Hagʹri, 39 Zeʹlek the Amʹmon·ite, Naʹha·rai the Be·rothʹite, the armor-bearer of Joʹab the son of Ze·ruʹiah; 40 Iʹra the Ithʹrite, Gaʹreb the Ithʹrite, 41 U·riʹah the Hitʹtite, Zaʹbad the son of Ahʹlai, 42 Adʹi·na the son of Shiʹza the Reuʹben·ite, a head of the Reuʹben·ites, and 30 with him; 43 Haʹnan the son of Maʹa·cah, Joshʹa·phat the Mithʹnite, 44 Uz·ziʹa the Ashʹte·rath·ite, Shaʹma and Je·iʹel, the sons of Hoʹtham the A·roʹer·ite; 45 Je·diʹa·el the son of Shimʹri, and Joʹha his brother the Tiʹzite; 46 Eʹli·el the Maʹha·vite, Jerʹi·bai and Josh·a·viʹah the sons of Elʹna·am, and Ithʹmah the Moʹab·ite; 47 Eʹli·el, Oʹbed, and Ja·a·siʹel the Me·zoʹba·ite.

See Glossary.









[image: Collage: 1. King Saul haughtily offers a sacrifice on an altar. 2. David refuses to drink water that one of his warriors offers him.]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Strengthen Your Desire to Do God’s Will






Because Saul was disobedient, Jehovah rejected him (1Ch 10:13, 14)

Jehovah chose David to become king in Saul’s place (1Ch 11:3)

Unlike Saul, David let himself be guided by Jehovah’s laws and principles (1Ch 11:15-19; w12 11/15 6 ¶12-13)

David loved doing God’s will. (Ps 40:8) We can cultivate a similar desire to do what is right by learning to view things the way Jehovah does.​—Ps 25:4; w18.06 17 ¶5-6.









^ (1 Chron. 10:13, 14) Thus Saul died for the unfaithfulness he had shown against Jehovah because he had not obeyed the word of Jehovah, also for consulting a spirit medium 14 instead of inquiring of Jehovah. So He put him to death and turned the kingship over to David the son of Jesʹse.



^ (1 Chron. 11:3) So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebʹron, and David made a covenant with them in Hebʹron before Jehovah. Then they anointed David as king over Israel, according to Jehovah’s word through Samuel.



^ (1 Chron. 11:15-19) Three of the 30 headmen went down to the rock, to David at the cave of A·dulʹlam, while a Phi·lisʹtine army was camped in the Valley* of Rephʹa·im. 16 David was then in the stronghold, and a garrison of the Phi·lisʹtines was in Bethʹle·hem. 17 Then David expressed his longing: “If only I could have a drink of the water from the cistern by the gate of Bethʹle·hem!” 18 At that the three forced their way into the camp of the Phi·lisʹtines and drew water from the cistern by the gate of Bethʹle·hem and brought it to David; but David refused to drink it and poured it out to Jehovah. 19 He said: “It is unthinkable on my part from the standpoint of my God to do this! Should I drink the blood of these men who risked their lives?* For it was at the risk of their lives* that they brought it.” So he refused to drink it. These are the things that his three mighty warriors did.

Or “Low Plain.”
Or “souls.”
Or “souls.”


^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (Ps. 25:4) Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.










[image: An illustration based on the video “We Must ‘Run With Endurance’—Eat Nutritious Food.” Rebekah uses the brochure “The Origin of Life—Five Questions Worth Asking” to do research.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Search for God’s Thinking






We want to please Jehovah in all that we do. (Pr 27:11) To do so, we need to make decisions that reflect his thinking even when there is no clear-cut law or command to guide us. What can help us to do that?

Maintain a regular routine of Bible study. Each time we read the Bible, it is as if we were spending time with Jehovah. We can learn about Jehovah’s way of thinking by observing how he dealt with his people and by examining the examples of those who did good or bad in his eyes. When we need to make a decision, holy spirit can recall to our mind important lessons and principles that we have learned from God’s Word.​—Joh 14:26.

Do research. When you face a decision, ask yourself, ‘What verses or accounts in the Bible can help me to understand how Jehovah feels about the matter?’ Pray for Jehovah’s help, and use the theocratic research tools available in your language to help you to find and apply Bible principles that are relevant to your situation.​—Ps 25:4.

WATCH THE VIDEO WE MUST “RUN WITH ENDURANCE”​—EAT NUTRITIOUS FOOD, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  What pressures did the young sister in the video face?


Your answer





	  How could you use research tools to help you deal with similar pressures?


Your answer





	  How do we benefit when we take the time to do research and engage in personal study that can help us make good decisions?​—Heb 5:13, 14


Your answer















^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (John 14:26) But the helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will send in my name, that one will teach you all things and bring back to your minds all the things I told you.



^ (Ps. 25:4) Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.



^ (Heb. 5:13, 14) For everyone who continues to feed on milk is unacquainted with the word of righteousness, for he is a young child. 14 But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment* trained to distinguish both right and wrong.

Or “their perceptive powers.”







LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Set Goals for the Memorial Season




Each year, Jehovah’s people look forward to observing the Memorial together. During the weeks before and after the Memorial, we take advantage of special opportunities to give praise and thanks to Jehovah for the gift of the ransom. (Eph 1:3, 7) For example, we put our heart into inviting others to the Memorial. Some are able to make adjustments so that they can auxiliary pioneer with the goal of 30 or 50 hours during the months of March or April. Would you like to increase your share in the ministry during this Memorial season? What can help you to succeed?

Often, we can accomplish more when we plan ahead. (Pr 21:5) With the Memorial season fast approaching, now is the time to start planning. Consider how you would like to expand your ministry during the Memorial season, and reflect on what you need to do to reach your goals. Then ask Jehovah to bless your efforts.​—1Jo 5:14, 15.

Can you think of some ways that you could expand your ministry during the Memorial season?




Goals




Your answer




What I need to do to reach my goals




Your answer









^ (Eph. 1:3) Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in union with Christ,



^ (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.



^ (Prov. 21:5) The plans of the diligent surely lead to success,* But all who are hasty surely head for poverty.

Or “advantage.”


^ (1 John 5:14, 15) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us concerning whatever we are asking, we know that we are to have the things we ask for, since we have asked them of him.

Or “freeness of speech.”







February 13-19

1 CHRONICLES 13-16





	Song 123 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Following Direction Leads to Success”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	1Ch 16:31​—Why could the Levites sing: “Jehovah has become King!”? (w14 1/15 10 ¶14)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Ch 13:1-14 (th study 11)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 18)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 7)



	Talk: (5 min.) w16.01 13-14 ¶7-10​—Theme: “The Love the Christ Has Compels Us.”​—2Co 5:14. (th study 8)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 86



	Become Jehovah’s Friend​—Pay Attention at the Meetings: (5 min.) Discussion. Play the video. Then, if possible, ask selected children: Why should we pay attention at meetings? What can help you to do so?


Your answers





	Local Needs: (10 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 37 point 6 and summary, review, and goal



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 21 and Prayer













^ (1 Chron. 13:1-16:43) David consulted with the chiefs of the thousands and of the hundreds and with every leader. 2 Then David said to all the congregation of Israel: “If it seems good to you and it is acceptable to Jehovah our God, let us send word to our remaining brothers in all regions of Israel and also to the priests and the Levites in their cities with pastures to come and join us. 3 And let us bring back the Ark of our God.” For they had not cared for it in the days of Saul. 4 All the congregation agreed to do that, for it seemed right to all the people. 5 So David congregated all Israel, from the river* of Egypt as far as Leʹbo-haʹmath,* to bring the Ark of the true God from Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim. 6 David and all Israel went up to Baʹal·ah, to Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim, which belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the Ark of the true God, Jehovah, who sits enthroned above* the cherubs, where his name is called on. 7 However, they placed the Ark of the true God on a new wagon and brought it from the house of A·binʹa·dab, and Uzʹzah and A·hiʹo were leading the wagon. 8 David and all Israel were celebrating before the true God with all their might, accompanied by songs, harps, other stringed instruments, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets. 9 But when they came to the threshing floor of Chiʹdon, Uzʹzah thrust his hand out and grabbed hold of the Ark, for the cattle nearly upset it. 10 At that Jehovah’s anger blazed against Uzʹzah, and He struck him down because he had thrust his hand out to the Ark, and he died there before God. 11 But David became angry* because Jehovah’s wrath had broken through against Uzʹzah; and that place has been called Peʹrez-uzʹzah* down to this day. 12 So David became fearful of the true God on that day and said: “How can I bring the Ark of the true God to me?” 13 David did not bring the Ark to where he was in the City of David, but he had it taken to the house of Oʹbed-eʹdom the Gitʹtite. 14 The Ark of the true God was with the household of Oʹbed-eʹdom, remaining at his house for three months, and Jehovah kept blessing the household of Oʹbed-eʹdom and all he had. 
14 King Hiʹram of Tyre sent messengers to David, along with cedar timbers, stonemasons,* and woodworkers to build a house* for him. 2 And David knew that Jehovah had firmly established him as king over Israel, for his kingship was highly exalted for the sake of His people Israel. 3 David took more wives in Jerusalem, and David became father to more sons and daughters. 4 These are the names of the children born to him in Jerusalem: Sham·muʹa, Shoʹbab, Nathan, Solʹo·mon, 5 Ibʹhar, E·liʹshu·a, Elʹpe·let, 6 Noʹgah, Neʹpheg, Ja·phiʹa, 7 E·lishʹa·ma, Be·e·liʹa·da, and E·liphʹe·let. 8 When the Phi·lisʹtines heard that David had been anointed as king over all Israel, all the Phi·lisʹtines came up to search for David. When David heard about it, he went out against them. 9 Then the Phi·lisʹtines came in and kept making raids in the Valley* of Rephʹa·im. 10 David inquired of God, saying: “Should I go up against the Phi·lisʹtines? Will you give them into my hand?” At this Jehovah said to him: “Go up, and I will surely give them into your hand.” 11 So David went up to Baʹal-pe·raʹzim, and he struck them down there. At that David said: “The true God has broken through my enemies by my hand, like a breach made by waters.” That is why they named that place Baʹal-pe·raʹzim.* 12 The Phi·lisʹtines abandoned their gods there, and when David gave the order, these were burned in the fire. 13 Later the Phi·lisʹtines once again made a raid in the valley.* 14 David again inquired of God, but the true God said to him: “Do not go directly up after them. Instead, go around behind them, and come against them in front of the baʹca bushes. 15 And when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the baʹca bushes, launch your attack, for the true God will have gone out before you to strike down the army of the Phi·lisʹtines.” 16 So David did just as the true God commanded him, and they struck down the Phi·lisʹtine army from Gibʹe·on to Geʹzer. 17 And David’s fame spread into all the lands, and Jehovah put the dread of him upon all the nations. 
15 And he continued building houses for himself in the City of David, and he prepared a place for the Ark of the true God and pitched a tent for it. 2 It was then that David said: “No one is to carry the Ark of the true God except the Levites, for Jehovah has chosen them to carry the Ark of Jehovah and to minister to him always.” 3 Then David congregated all Israel at Jerusalem to bring the Ark of Jehovah up to the place that he had prepared for it. 4 David gathered the descendants of Aaron and the Levites: 5 from the Koʹhath·ites, U·riʹel the chief and 120 of his brothers; 6 from the Me·rarʹites, A·saiʹah the chief and 220 of his brothers; 7 from the Gerʹshom·ites, Joel the chief and 130 of his brothers; 8 from the descendants of E·li·zaʹphan, She·maiʹah the chief and 200 of his brothers; 9 from the descendants of Hebʹron, Eʹli·el the chief and 80 of his brothers; 10 from the descendants of Uzʹzi·el, Am·minʹa·dab the chief and 112 of his brothers. 11 Furthermore, David called the priests Zaʹdok and A·biʹa·thar and the Levites U·riʹel, A·saiʹah, Joel, She·maiʹah, Eʹli·el, and Am·minʹa·dab, 12 and he said to them: “You are the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites. Sanctify yourselves, you and your brothers, and bring the Ark of Jehovah the God of Israel up to the place that I have prepared for it. 13 Since you did not carry it the first time, the anger of Jehovah our God broke out against us, because we did not search out the proper procedure.” 14 So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the Ark of Jehovah the God of Israel. 15 Then the Levites carried the Ark of the true God on their shoulders with the poles, just as Moses had commanded by Jehovah’s word. 16 David then told the chiefs of the Levites to appoint their brothers the singers to sing out joyfully, accompanied by musical instruments: stringed instruments, harps, and cymbals. 17 So the Levites appointed Heʹman the son of Joel and, of his brothers, Aʹsaph the son of Ber·e·chiʹah and, of the Me·rarʹites their brothers, Eʹthan the son of Kush·aʹiah. 18 Together with them were their brothers of the second division, Zech·a·riʹah, Ben, Ja·aʹzi·el, She·mirʹa·moth, Je·hiʹel, Unʹni, E·liʹab, Be·naiʹah, Ma·a·seiʹah, Mat·ti·thiʹah, E·liphʹe·le·hu, and Mik·neʹiah and Oʹbed-eʹdom and Je·iʹel the gatekeepers. 19 The singers Heʹman, Aʹsaph, and Eʹthan were to play the copper cymbals; 20 and Zech·a·riʹah, Aʹzi·el, She·mirʹa·moth, Je·hiʹel, Unʹni, E·liʹab, Ma·a·seiʹah, and Be·naiʹah played stringed instruments tuned to Alʹa·moth;* 21 and Mat·ti·thiʹah, E·liphʹe·le·hu, Mik·neʹiah, Oʹbed-eʹdom, Je·iʹel, and Az·a·ziʹah played harps tuned to Shemʹi·nith,* to act as directors. 22 Chen·a·niʹah the chief of the Levites supervised the transport, for he was an expert, 23 and Ber·e·chiʹah and El·kaʹnah were gatekeepers for the Ark. 24 The priests Sheb·a·niʹah, Joshʹa·phat, Ne·thanʹel, A·maʹsai, Zech·a·riʹah, Be·naiʹah, and E·li·eʹzer loudly sounded the trumpets before the Ark of the true God, and Oʹbed-eʹdom and Je·hiʹah also served as gatekeepers for the Ark. 25 Then David and the elders of Israel and the chiefs of the thousands were walking along to bring the ark of the covenant of Jehovah up from the house of Oʹbed-eʹdom with rejoicing. 26 When the true God helped the Levites who were carrying the ark of the covenant of Jehovah, they sacrificed seven young bulls and seven rams. 27 David was dressed in a sleeveless coat of fine fabric, as were all the Levites carrying the Ark, the singers, and Chen·a·niʹah the chief of the transport and the singers; David was also wearing a linen ephʹod. 28 All the Israelites were bringing up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah with joyful shouting, with the sound of the horn, with trumpets, with cymbals, playing loudly on stringed instruments and harps. 29 But when the ark of the covenant of Jehovah came to the City of David, Saul’s daughter Miʹchal looked down through the window and saw King David skipping about and celebrating; and she began to despise him in her heart. 
16 So they brought the Ark of the true God in and placed it inside the tent that David had pitched for it; and they presented burnt offerings and communion sacrifices before the true God. 2 When David finished offering up the burnt offerings and the communion sacrifices, he blessed the people in the name of Jehovah. 3 Further, he distributed to all the Israelites, to each man and woman, a round loaf of bread, a date cake, and a raisin cake. 4 Then he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the Ark of Jehovah, to honor,* thank, and praise Jehovah the God of Israel. 5 Aʹsaph was the head, and second to him was Zech·a·riʹah; and Je·iʹel, She·mirʹa·moth, Je·hiʹel, Mat·ti·thiʹah, E·liʹab, Be·naiʹah, Oʹbed-eʹdom, and Je·iʹel played stringed instruments and harps; and Aʹsaph played the cymbals, 6 and Be·naiʹah and Ja·ha·ziʹel the priests blew the trumpets constantly before the ark of the covenant of the true God. 7 It was on that day that David first contributed a song of thanks to Jehovah through Aʹsaph and his brothers: 8 “Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples! 9 Sing to him, sing praises* to him, Ponder over* all his wonderful works. 10 Boast about his holy name. Let the hearts of those seeking Jehovah rejoice. 11 Search for Jehovah and his strength. Seek his face* constantly. 12 Remember the wonderful works he has performed, His miracles and the judgments he has pronounced, 13 You offspring* of Israel his servant, You sons of Jacob, his chosen ones. 14 He is Jehovah our God. His judgments are throughout the earth. 15 Remember his covenant forever, The promise he made,* to a thousand generations, 16 The covenant he made with Abraham, And the oath he swore to Isaac, 17 Which he established as a decree to Jacob And as a lasting covenant to Israel, 18 Saying, ‘I will give you the land of Caʹnaan As your allotted inheritance.’ 19 This was when you were few in number, Yes, very few, and you were foreigners in the land. 20 They walked about from nation to nation, From one kingdom to another people. 21 He did not allow any man to oppress them, But on their account he reproved kings, 22 Saying, ‘Do not touch my anointed ones, And to my prophets do nothing bad.’ 23 Sing to Jehovah, all the earth! Announce his salvation day after day! 24 Declare his glory among the nations, His wonderful works among all the peoples. 25 For Jehovah is great and most worthy of praise. He is more awe-inspiring than all other gods. 26 All the gods of the peoples are worthless gods, But Jehovah is the one who made the heavens. 27 In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and joy are in his dwelling place. 28 Give Jehovah his due, you families of the peoples, Give Jehovah his due for his glory and strength. 29 Give Jehovah the glory due his name; Bring a gift and come in before him. Bow down to* Jehovah in holy adornment.* 30 Tremble before him, all the earth! The earth* is firmly established; it cannot be moved.* 31 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be joyful; Declare among the nations: ‘Jehovah has become King!’ 32 Let the sea thunder and all that fills it; Let the fields and everything in them rejoice. 33 At the same time let the trees of the forest shout joyfully before Jehovah, For he is coming* to judge the earth. 34 Give thanks to Jehovah, for he is good; His loyal love endures forever. 35 And say, ‘Save us, O God of our salvation, Gather us and rescue us from the nations, So that we may give thanks to your holy name And exult in praising you.* 36 May Jehovah, the God of Israel, be praised Throughout all eternity.’”* And all the people said, “Amen!”* and they praised Jehovah. 37 Then David left Aʹsaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of Jehovah to minister continually before the Ark, according to the daily routine. 38 Oʹbed-eʹdom and his brothers, numbering 68, and Oʹbed-eʹdom, the son of Je·duʹthun, and Hoʹsah were gatekeepers; 39 and Zaʹdok the priest and his fellow priests were before the tabernacle of Jehovah on the high place at Gibʹe·on 40 to offer up burnt offerings to Jehovah regularly on the altar of burnt offering, morning and evening, and to do all that is written in the Law of Jehovah that he commanded Israel. 41 With them were Heʹman and Je·duʹthun and the rest of the selected men who were designated by their names to thank Jehovah, because “his loyal love endures forever”; 42 and with them were Heʹman and Je·duʹthun to sound the trumpets, cymbals, and the instruments used to praise* the true God; and the sons of Je·duʹthun were at the gate. 43 Then all the people went to their homes, and David went to bless his own household.

Or “from Shihor.”
Or “the entrance of Hamath.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “upset.”
Meaning “Breach Against Uzzah.”
Or “builders of walls.”
Or “palace.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Meaning “Master of Breakings Through.”
Or “low plain.”
See Glossary.
See Glossary.
Lit., “to remember.”
Or “make music.”
Or possibly, “Speak about.”
Or “presence.”
Or “descendants.” Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “The word he commanded.”
Or “dignity.”
Or “Worship.”
Or possibly, “because of the splendor of his holiness.”
Or “The productive land.”
Or “be shaken; be made to totter.”
Or “has come.”
Or “exult in your praise.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”
Or “So be it!”
Or “instruments of the song of.”


^ (1 Chron. 16:31) Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be joyful; Declare among the nations: ‘Jehovah has become King!’



^ (1 Chron. 13:1-14) David consulted with the chiefs of the thousands and of the hundreds and with every leader. 2 Then David said to all the congregation of Israel: “If it seems good to you and it is acceptable to Jehovah our God, let us send word to our remaining brothers in all regions of Israel and also to the priests and the Levites in their cities with pastures to come and join us. 3 And let us bring back the Ark of our God.” For they had not cared for it in the days of Saul. 4 All the congregation agreed to do that, for it seemed right to all the people. 5 So David congregated all Israel, from the river* of Egypt as far as Leʹbo-haʹmath,* to bring the Ark of the true God from Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim. 6 David and all Israel went up to Baʹal·ah, to Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim, which belongs to Judah, to bring up from there the Ark of the true God, Jehovah, who sits enthroned above* the cherubs, where his name is called on. 7 However, they placed the Ark of the true God on a new wagon and brought it from the house of A·binʹa·dab, and Uzʹzah and A·hiʹo were leading the wagon. 8 David and all Israel were celebrating before the true God with all their might, accompanied by songs, harps, other stringed instruments, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets. 9 But when they came to the threshing floor of Chiʹdon, Uzʹzah thrust his hand out and grabbed hold of the Ark, for the cattle nearly upset it. 10 At that Jehovah’s anger blazed against Uzʹzah, and He struck him down because he had thrust his hand out to the Ark, and he died there before God. 11 But David became angry* because Jehovah’s wrath had broken through against Uzʹzah; and that place has been called Peʹrez-uzʹzah* down to this day. 12 So David became fearful of the true God on that day and said: “How can I bring the Ark of the true God to me?” 13 David did not bring the Ark to where he was in the City of David, but he had it taken to the house of Oʹbed-eʹdom the Gitʹtite. 14 The Ark of the true God was with the household of Oʹbed-eʹdom, remaining at his house for three months, and Jehovah kept blessing the household of Oʹbed-eʹdom and all he had.

Or “from Shihor.”
Or “the entrance of Hamath.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “upset.”
Meaning “Breach Against Uzzah.”


^ (2 Cor. 5:14) For the love the Christ has compels us, because this is what we have concluded, that one man died for all; so, then, all had died.










[image: King David singing and dancing with other Israelites while the Levites carry the ark of the covenant.]



TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Following Direction Leads to Success






David wanted to bring the ark of the covenant back to Jerusalem (1Ch 13:3)

He was unsuccessful when he allowed the ark to be transported improperly (1Ch 15:13; w03 5/1 10-11)

David succeeded when he searched for Jehovah’s direction (1Ch 15:2; 16:11; w03 5/1 11 ¶13)

Jehovah appreciates our good motives. However, for our actions to be acceptable to Jehovah, we must follow direction.​—De 30:16.









^ (1 Chron. 13:3) And let us bring back the Ark of our God.” For they had not cared for it in the days of Saul.



^ (1 Chron. 15:13) Since you did not carry it the first time, the anger of Jehovah our God broke out against us, because we did not search out the proper procedure.”



^ (1 Chron. 15:2) It was then that David said: “No one is to carry the Ark of the true God except the Levites, for Jehovah has chosen them to carry the Ark of Jehovah and to minister to him always.”



^ (1 Chron. 16:11) Search for Jehovah and his strength. Seek his face* constantly.

Or “presence.”


^ (Deut. 30:16) If you listen to the commandments of Jehovah your God that I am commanding you today, by loving Jehovah your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes and his judicial decisions, then you will live and multiply, and Jehovah your God will bless you in the land you are going to possess.








February 20-26

1 CHRONICLES 17-19





	Song 110 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Maintain Your Joy Despite Disappointments”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	1Ch 17:16-18​—Like David, of what can we be confident? (w20.02 12, box)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Ch 18:1-17 (th study 2)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video Jehovah’s Witnesses​—Who Are We? (th study 17)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Offer a publication from the Teaching Toolbox. (th study 3)



	Bible Study: (5 min.) lff lesson 09 point 4 (th study 9)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 64



	Annual Service Report: (15 min.) Discussion. After reading the announcement from the branch office regarding the annual service report, invite the audience to highlight other positive aspects of the 2022 Service Year Report of Jehovah’s Witnesses Worldwide. Interview publishers, selected in advance, who had encouraging experiences in the ministry during the past year.



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 38 points 1-4



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 141 and Prayer













^ (1 Chron. 17:1-19:19) As soon as David was settled in his own house,* he said to Nathan the prophet: “Here I am living in a house of cedars while the ark of the covenant of Jehovah is under tent cloths.” 2 Nathan replied to David: “Do whatever is in your heart, for the true God is with you.” 3 On that very night, the word of God came to Nathan, saying: 4 “Go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “You are not the one who will build the house for me to dwell in. 5 For I have not dwelled in a house from the day I brought Israel out to this day, but I continued going from tent to tent and from one tabernacle to another.* 6 During all the time that I went with all Israel, did I ever say one word to any of the judges of Israel whom I appointed to shepherd my people, saying, ‘Why did you not build a house of cedars for me?’”’ 7 “Now say this to my servant David, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “I took you from the pastures, from following the flock, to become a leader over my people Israel. 8 And I will be with you wherever you go, and I will do away with* all your enemies from before you; and I will make a name for you like the name of the great men of the earth. 9 I will appoint a place for my people Israel and settle them, and they will live there and not be disturbed anymore; and wicked men will not oppress them* again as they did in the past, 10 from the day that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will subdue all your enemies. Moreover, I tell you, ‘Jehovah will build a house* for you.’ 11 “‘“When your days come to an end and you go to be with your forefathers, I will raise up your offspring* after you, one of your sons, and I will firmly establish his kingship. 12 He is the one who will build a house for me, and I will firmly establish his throne forever. 13 I will become his father, and he will become my son. I will not remove my loyal love from him the way I removed it from the one who was prior to you. 14 I will cause him to stand in my house and in my kingship forever, and his throne will last forever.”’” 15 Nathan told David all these words and this entire vision. 16 At that King David came in and sat down before Jehovah and said: “Who am I, O Jehovah God? And what is my house that you have brought me this far? 17 As if this were not enough, O God, you also speak about the house of your servant down to a distant future time, and you have looked on me as if I were a man who should be further exalted,* O Jehovah God. 18 What more can your servant David say to you about the honor given me when you know your servant so well? 19 O Jehovah, for the sake of your servant and in agreement with your heart* you have done all these great things by revealing your greatness. 20 O Jehovah, there is no one like you, and there is no God except you; everything we have heard with our ears confirms this. 21 And what other nation on earth is like your people Israel? The true God went and redeemed them as his people. You made a name for yourself by your great and awe-inspiring deeds, driving out nations from before your people, whom you redeemed from Egypt. 22 You made your people Israel your own people for all time; and you, O Jehovah, became their God. 23 Now, O Jehovah, may the promise you have made concerning your servant and his house prove faithful for all time, and may you do just as you have promised. 24 May your name endure* and be exalted forever, so that people may say, ‘Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, is God to Israel,’ and may the house of your servant David be firmly established before you. 25 For you, my God, have revealed to your servant your purpose to build him a house.* That is why your servant has the confidence to offer this prayer to you. 26 And now, O Jehovah, you are the true God, and you have promised these good things concerning your servant. 27 So may it please you to bless the house of your servant, and may it continue forever before you, for you, O Jehovah, have blessed, and it is blessed forever.” 
18 Some time later, David defeated the Phi·lisʹtines and subdued them and took Gath and its dependent* towns out of the hands of the Phi·lisʹtines. 2 Then he defeated Moʹab, and the Moʹab·ites became David’s servants and brought tribute. 3 David defeated King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah near Haʹmath as he was on his way to establish his authority at the Eu·phraʹtes River. 4 David captured 1,000 chariots, 7,000 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers from him. Then David hamstrung all but 100 of the chariot horses. 5 When the Syrians of Damascus came to help King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah, David struck down 22,000 of the Syrians. 6 David then established garrisons in Syria of Damascus, and the Syrians became David’s servants and brought tribute. Jehovah gave David victory* wherever he went. 7 Moreover, David took the circular shields of gold from the servants of Had·ad·eʹzer and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 From Tibʹhath and Cun, cities of Had·ad·eʹzer, David took a great quantity of copper. With it Solʹo·mon made the copper Sea, the pillars, and the copper utensils. 9 When King Toʹu of Haʹmath heard that David had defeated the entire army of King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah, 10 he immediately sent his son Ha·doʹram to King David to ask about his welfare and to congratulate him because he had fought and defeated Had·ad·eʹzer (for Had·ad·eʹzer had often fought against Toʹu), and he brought all sorts of articles of gold, silver, and copper. 11 King David sanctified these to Jehovah, along with the silver and the gold that he had carried off from all the nations: from Eʹdom and Moʹab, from the Amʹmon·ites, the Phi·lisʹtines, and the A·malʹek·ites. 12 A·bishʹai the son of Ze·ruʹiah struck down 18,000 Eʹdom·ites in the Valley of Salt. 13 He established garrisons in Eʹdom, and all the Eʹdom·ites became David’s servants. Jehovah gave David victory* wherever he went. 14 David kept reigning over all Israel, and he was administering justice and righteousness for all his people. 15 Joʹab the son of Ze·ruʹiah was over the army, Je·hoshʹa·phat the son of A·hiʹlud was recorder, 16 Zaʹdok the son of A·hiʹtub and A·himʹe·lech the son of A·biʹa·thar were priests, and Shavʹsha was secretary. 17 Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da was over the Cherʹe·thites and the Pelʹe·thites. And David’s sons were first in position next to the king. 
19 Later Naʹhash the king of the Amʹmon·ites died, and his son became king in his place. 2 At that David said: “I will show loyal love toward Haʹnun the son of Naʹhash, because his father showed loyal love toward me.” So David sent messengers to offer him comfort over the loss of his father. But when David’s servants came into the land of the Amʹmon·ites to comfort Haʹnun, 3 the princes of the Amʹmon·ites said to Haʹnun: “Do you think that David is honoring your father by sending comforters to you? Is it not to make a thorough search and to overthrow you and to spy out the land that his servants have come to you?” 4 So Haʹnun took the servants of David and shaved them and cut their garments in half at their buttocks and sent them away. 5 When David was told about the men, he at once sent others to meet them, because the men had been deeply humiliated; and the king told them: “Stay in Jerʹi·cho until your beards grow back, and then return.” 6 In time the Amʹmon·ites saw that they had become a stench to David, so Haʹnun and the Amʹmon·ites sent 1,000 silver talents* to hire chariots and horsemen from Mes·o·po·taʹmi·a,* Aʹram-maʹa·cah, and Zoʹbah. 7 Thus they hired 32,000 chariots, along with the king of Maʹa·cah and his people. Then they came and camped before Medʹe·ba. The Amʹmon·ites gathered together from their cities and came out for the battle. 8 When David heard about it, he sent Joʹab and the entire army, including his mightiest warriors. 9 And the Amʹmon·ites went out and drew up in battle formation at the entrance of the city while the kings who had come were by themselves in the open field. 10 When Joʹab saw that the battle charges were coming against him from the front and the rear, he chose some of the best troops in Israel and drew them up in battle formation to meet the Syrians. 11 He put the rest of the men under the command* of his brother A·bishʹai, in order to draw them up in battle formation to meet the Amʹmon·ites. 12 Then he said: “If the Syrians become too strong for me, then you must come to my rescue; but if the Amʹmon·ites become too strong for you, I will rescue you. 13 We must be strong and courageous for our people and for the cities of our God, and Jehovah will do what is good in his eyes.” 14 Then Joʹab and his men advanced to meet the Syrians in battle, and they fled from before him. 15 When the Amʹmon·ites saw that the Syrians had fled, they also fled from his brother A·bishʹai and went into the city. After that Joʹab came to Jerusalem. 16 When the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they sent messengers to summon the Syrians in the region of the River,* with Shoʹphach the chief of the army of Had·ad·eʹzer leading them. 17 When the report was made to David, he immediately gathered all Israel and crossed the Jordan and came to them and drew up in battle formation against them. David drew up in battle formation to meet the Syrians, and they fought against him. 18 But the Syrians fled from Israel; and David killed 7,000 charioteers and 40,000 foot soldiers of the Syrians, and he put Shoʹphach the chief of the army to death. 19 When the servants of Had·ad·eʹzer saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they promptly made peace with David and became his subjects; and Syria did not want to help the Amʹmon·ites anymore.

Or “palace.”
Possibly meaning “from one tent site to another and from one dwelling place to another.”
Lit., “cut off.”
Lit., “wear them out.”
Or “dynasty.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “a man of high station.”
Or “in harmony with your will.”
Or “prove faithful.”
Or “dynasty.”
Or “surrounding.”
Or “salvation.”
Or “salvation.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
Lit., “Aram-naharaim.”
Lit., “in the hand.”
That is, the Euphrates.


^ (1 Chron. 17:16-18) At that King David came in and sat down before Jehovah and said: “Who am I, O Jehovah God? And what is my house that you have brought me this far? 17 As if this were not enough, O God, you also speak about the house of your servant down to a distant future time, and you have looked on me as if I were a man who should be further exalted,* O Jehovah God. 18 What more can your servant David say to you about the honor given me when you know your servant so well?

Or “a man of high station.”


^ (1 Chron. 18:1-17) Some time later, David defeated the Phi·lisʹtines and subdued them and took Gath and its dependent* towns out of the hands of the Phi·lisʹtines. 2 Then he defeated Moʹab, and the Moʹab·ites became David’s servants and brought tribute. 3 David defeated King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah near Haʹmath as he was on his way to establish his authority at the Eu·phraʹtes River. 4 David captured 1,000 chariots, 7,000 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers from him. Then David hamstrung all but 100 of the chariot horses. 5 When the Syrians of Damascus came to help King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah, David struck down 22,000 of the Syrians. 6 David then established garrisons in Syria of Damascus, and the Syrians became David’s servants and brought tribute. Jehovah gave David victory* wherever he went. 7 Moreover, David took the circular shields of gold from the servants of Had·ad·eʹzer and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 From Tibʹhath and Cun, cities of Had·ad·eʹzer, David took a great quantity of copper. With it Solʹo·mon made the copper Sea, the pillars, and the copper utensils. 9 When King Toʹu of Haʹmath heard that David had defeated the entire army of King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah, 10 he immediately sent his son Ha·doʹram to King David to ask about his welfare and to congratulate him because he had fought and defeated Had·ad·eʹzer (for Had·ad·eʹzer had often fought against Toʹu), and he brought all sorts of articles of gold, silver, and copper. 11 King David sanctified these to Jehovah, along with the silver and the gold that he had carried off from all the nations: from Eʹdom and Moʹab, from the Amʹmon·ites, the Phi·lisʹtines, and the A·malʹek·ites. 12 A·bishʹai the son of Ze·ruʹiah struck down 18,000 Eʹdom·ites in the Valley of Salt. 13 He established garrisons in Eʹdom, and all the Eʹdom·ites became David’s servants. Jehovah gave David victory* wherever he went. 14 David kept reigning over all Israel, and he was administering justice and righteousness for all his people. 15 Joʹab the son of Ze·ruʹiah was over the army, Je·hoshʹa·phat the son of A·hiʹlud was recorder, 16 Zaʹdok the son of A·hiʹtub and A·himʹe·lech the son of A·biʹa·thar were priests, and Shavʹsha was secretary. 17 Be·naiʹah the son of Je·hoiʹa·da was over the Cherʹe·thites and the Pelʹe·thites. And David’s sons were first in position next to the king.

Or “surrounding.”
Or “salvation.”
Or “salvation.”







TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Maintain Your Joy Despite Disappointments






David longed to build a beautiful temple for Jehovah (1Ch 17:1, 2; w06 7/15 19 ¶1)

Jehovah told David that he would not be the one to build the temple (1Ch 17:4)

David remained absorbed in the work that Jehovah had assigned him (1Ch 17:7; 18:14)



[image: Collage: 1. A discouraged brother sits in a wheelchair and breathes with the help of an oxygen tank. 2. The brother happily talks to a man who has approached a witnessing cart.]



If because of age, health, or other factors you are not eligible for a certain assignment, stay absorbed in the things that you can do.​—Ac 18:5; w21.08 22-23 ¶11.









^ (1 Chron. 17:1, 2) As soon as David was settled in his own house,* he said to Nathan the prophet: “Here I am living in a house of cedars while the ark of the covenant of Jehovah is under tent cloths.” 2 Nathan replied to David: “Do whatever is in your heart, for the true God is with you.”

Or “palace.”


^ (1 Chron. 17:4) “Go and say to my servant David, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “You are not the one who will build the house for me to dwell in.



^ (1 Chron. 17:7) “Now say this to my servant David, ‘This is what Jehovah of armies says: “I took you from the pastures, from following the flock, to become a leader over my people Israel.



^ (1 Chron. 18:14) David kept reigning over all Israel, and he was administering justice and righteousness for all his people.



^ (Acts 18:5) When, now, both Silas and Timothy came down from Mac·e·doʹni·a, Paul began to be intensely occupied with the word, witnessing to the Jews to prove that Jesus is the Christ.








February 27–March 5

1 CHRONICLES 20-22





	Song 133 and Prayer



	Opening Comments (1 min.)










TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD



	“Help Younger Ones to Succeed”: (10 min.)



	Spiritual Gems: (10 min.)

	1Ch 21:15​—What does this verse teach us about Jehovah? (w05 10/1 11 ¶6)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share regarding Jehovah, the field ministry, or something else?


Your answer









	Bible Reading: (4 min.) 1Ch 20:1-8 (th study 10)










APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



	Initial Call: (3 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Respond to a common objection. (th study 1)



	Return Visit: (4 min.) Begin with the sample conversation topic. Give the householder a meeting invitation, and introduce and discuss (but do not play) the video What Happens at a Kingdom Hall? (th study 19)



	Talk: (5 min.) w16.03 10-11 ¶10-15​—Theme: Young Ones—​Progress Toward Baptism. (th study 16)










LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



	Song 134



	“Use Bible Principles to Help Your Children Succeed”: (10 min.) Discussion and video.



	Local Needs: (5 min.)



	Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) lff lesson 38 point 5 and summary, review, and goal



	Concluding Comments (3 min.)



	Song 5 and Prayer













^ (1 Chron. 20:1-22:19) At the start of the year,* at the time when kings go on campaigns, Joʹab led a military expedition and devastated the land of the Amʹmon·ites; he came and besieged Rabʹbah, while David stayed in Jerusalem. Joʹab attacked Rabʹbah and tore it down. 2 Then David took the crown of Malʹcam from its head, and found that it weighed a talent* of gold, and in it there were precious stones; and it was placed on David’s head. He also took a vast amount of spoil from the city. 3 And he brought out the people who were in it and put them to work at sawing stones and at working with sharp iron instruments and with axes. That was what David did to all the cities of the Amʹmon·ites. Finally David and all the troops returned to Jerusalem. 4 After this, war broke out at Geʹzer with the Phi·lisʹtines. At that time Sibʹbe·cai the Huʹshath·ite struck down Sipʹpai, who was a descendant of the Rephʹa·im, and they were subdued. 5 And there was war again with the Phi·lisʹtines, and El·haʹnan the son of Jaʹir struck down Lahʹmi the brother of Go·liʹath the Gitʹtite, whose spear had a shaft like the beam of loom workers. 6 War broke out yet again at Gath, where there was a man of extraordinary size, with 6 fingers on each hand and 6 toes on each foot, 24 in all; and he too was a descendant of the Rephʹa·im. 7 He kept taunting Israel. So Jonʹa·than the son of Shimʹe·a, David’s brother, struck him down. 8 These were descendants of the Rephʹa·im in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants. 
21 Then Satan* stood up against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 2 So David said to Joʹab and the chiefs of the people: “Go, count Israel from Beʹer-sheʹba to Dan; then report to me so that I may know their number.” 3 But Joʹab said: “May Jehovah multiply his people 100 times! My lord the king, are not all of them already servants of my lord? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should he become a cause of guilt to Israel?” 4 But the king’s word prevailed over Joʹab. So Joʹab went out and traveled throughout Israel, after which he came to Jerusalem. 5 Joʹab now gave to David the number of the people who were registered. All Israel amounted to 1,100,000 men armed with swords, and Judah, 470,000 men armed with swords. 6 But Leʹvi and Benjamin were not registered among them, because the king’s word was detestable to Joʹab. 7 Now this was very displeasing to the true God, so he struck Israel. 8 David then said to the true God: “I have sinned greatly by doing this. And now, please, forgive your servant’s error, for I have acted very foolishly.” 9 Jehovah then spoke to Gad, David’s visionary, saying: 10 “Go and say to David, ‘This is what Jehovah says: “I am giving you three options. Choose the one that I should bring on you.”’” 11 So Gad came in to David and said to him: “This is what Jehovah says, ‘Take your pick 12 whether there should be three years of famine, or three months of being swept away by your adversaries while the sword of your enemies overtakes you, or three days of the sword of Jehovah—pestilence in the land—with Jehovah’s angel bringing destruction in all the territory of Israel.’ Now consider what I should reply to the One who sent me.” 13 So David said to Gad: “It is very distressing to me. Please, let me fall into the hand of Jehovah, for his mercy is very great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 14 Then Jehovah sent a pestilence on Israel, so that 70,000 people out of Israel fell. 15 Moreover, the true God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to do so, Jehovah saw it and felt regret* over the calamity, and he said to the angel bringing destruction: “It is enough! Now let your hand drop.” Jehovah’s angel was standing close to the threshing floor of Orʹnan the Jebʹu·site. 16 When David raised his eyes, he saw Jehovah’s angel standing between the earth and the heavens with a drawn sword in his hand extended toward Jerusalem. David and the elders, covered with sackcloth, at once threw themselves down with their faces to the ground. 17 David said to the true God: “Was it not I who said to number the people? I am the one who sinned, and I am the one who did wrong; but these sheep—what have they done? O Jehovah my God, let your hand, please, come against me and my father’s house; but do not bring this scourge on your people.” 18 Jehovah’s angel then told Gad to tell David to go up and erect an altar to Jehovah on the threshing floor of Orʹnan the Jebʹu·site. 19 So David went up at the word of Gad, which he had spoken in the name of Jehovah. 20 Meanwhile, Orʹnan turned around and saw the angel, and his four sons who were with him hid themselves. Now Orʹnan had been threshing wheat. 21 When David came up to him, Orʹnan looked and saw David, and he immediately went out from the threshing floor and bowed down to David with his face to the ground. 22 David said to Orʹnan: “Sell* me the site of the threshing floor, so that I may build an altar to Jehovah on it. Sell it to me for the full price, so that the scourge against the people may be halted.” 23 But Orʹnan said to David: “Take it as your own, and let my lord the king do what seems good to him.* Here, I am providing the cattle for burnt offerings and the threshing sledge for the wood and the wheat as a grain offering. I give all of it.” 24 However, King David said to Orʹnan: “No, I must buy it for the full price, because I will not take what is yours and give it to Jehovah or offer up burnt sacrifices that cost me nothing.” 25 So David gave Orʹnan 600 gold shekels* by weight for the site. 26 And David built an altar there to Jehovah and offered up burnt sacrifices and communion sacrifices, and he called on Jehovah, who now answered him with fire from the heavens on the altar of burnt offering. 27 Then Jehovah ordered the angel to return his sword to its sheath. 28 At that time, when David saw that Jehovah had answered him at the threshing floor of Orʹnan the Jebʹu·site, he continued to sacrifice there. 29 However, the tabernacle of Jehovah that Moses had made in the wilderness and the altar of burnt offering were at that time on the high place at Gibʹe·on. 30 But David had not been able to go before it to consult God, for he was terrified because of the sword of Jehovah’s angel. 
22 David then said: “This is the house of Jehovah the true God, and this is an altar for burnt offering for Israel.” 2 David then gave orders to bring together the foreign residents who were in the land of Israel, and he assigned them to be stonecutters to cut and shape stones for building the house of the true God. 3 David also prepared iron in great quantity for nails for the doors of the gates and for clamps, and so much copper that it was beyond weighing, 4 and also cedar timbers without number, for the Si·doʹni·ans and the Tyrʹi·ans brought great quantities of cedar timbers to David. 5 And David said: “My son Solʹo·mon is young and inexperienced,* and the house to be built for Jehovah is to be exceedingly magnificent, so that its fame and beauty will be known in all lands. Therefore, I will make preparation for him.” So David prepared materials in great quantity before his death. 6 Moreover, he summoned his son Solʹo·mon and instructed him to build a house for Jehovah the God of Israel. 7 David told his son Solʹo·mon: “As for me, it was my heart’s desire to build a house for the name of Jehovah my God. 8 But Jehovah’s word came to me, saying, ‘You have shed a great deal of blood, and you have fought great wars. You will not build a house for my name, for you have shed a great deal of blood on the earth before me. 9 Look! You will have a son who will be a man of peace,* and I will give him rest from all his enemies who surround him, for Solʹo·mon* will be his name and I will grant Israel peace and quiet in his days. 10 He is the one who will build a house for my name. He will become my son, and I will be his father. I will firmly establish the throne of his kingship over Israel forever.’ 11 “Now, my son, may Jehovah be with you, and may you be successful and build the house of Jehovah your God, just as he has spoken concerning you. 12 Only may Jehovah give you discretion and understanding when he gives you authority over Israel, so that you may keep the law of Jehovah your God. 13 Then you will be successful if you carefully observe the regulations and the judgments that Jehovah ordered Moses to give Israel. Be courageous and strong. Do not be afraid or be terrified. 14 Here I have taken great pains to prepare for Jehovah’s house 100,000 talents* of gold and 1,000,000 talents of silver and such great quantities of copper and iron that they cannot be weighed, and I have prepared timbers and stones, but you will add to them. 15 A great number of workmen are with you—stonecutters, stonemasons, woodworkers, and all kinds of skilled workers. 16 The gold, silver, copper, and iron are beyond measure. Get up and begin the work, and may Jehovah be with you.” 17 David then ordered all the princes of Israel to help his son Solʹo·mon: 18 “Is not Jehovah your God with you, and has he not given you rest on every side? For he handed over to me the inhabitants of the land, and the land has been subdued before Jehovah and before his people. 19 Now determine with all your heart and soul* to seek Jehovah your God, and start building the sanctuary of Jehovah the true God, in order to bring the ark of the covenant of Jehovah and the holy utensils of the true God to the house built for the name of Jehovah.”

That is, in the spring.
About 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
Or possibly, “a resister.”
Or “grieved.”
Lit., “Give.”
Lit., “what is good in his eyes.”
A shekel equaled 11.4 g (0.367 oz t). See App. B14.
Or “delicate.”
Lit., “rest.”
From a Hebrew word meaning “Peace.”
A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.
See Glossary.


^ (1 Chron. 21:15) Moreover, the true God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to do so, Jehovah saw it and felt regret* over the calamity, and he said to the angel bringing destruction: “It is enough! Now let your hand drop.” Jehovah’s angel was standing close to the threshing floor of Orʹnan the Jebʹu·site.

Or “grieved.”


^ (1 Chron. 20:1-8) At the start of the year,* at the time when kings go on campaigns, Joʹab led a military expedition and devastated the land of the Amʹmon·ites; he came and besieged Rabʹbah, while David stayed in Jerusalem. Joʹab attacked Rabʹbah and tore it down. 2 Then David took the crown of Malʹcam from its head, and found that it weighed a talent* of gold, and in it there were precious stones; and it was placed on David’s head. He also took a vast amount of spoil from the city. 3 And he brought out the people who were in it and put them to work at sawing stones and at working with sharp iron instruments and with axes. That was what David did to all the cities of the Amʹmon·ites. Finally David and all the troops returned to Jerusalem. 4 After this, war broke out at Geʹzer with the Phi·lisʹtines. At that time Sibʹbe·cai the Huʹshath·ite struck down Sipʹpai, who was a descendant of the Rephʹa·im, and they were subdued. 5 And there was war again with the Phi·lisʹtines, and El·haʹnan the son of Jaʹir struck down Lahʹmi the brother of Go·liʹath the Gitʹtite, whose spear had a shaft like the beam of loom workers. 6 War broke out yet again at Gath, where there was a man of extraordinary size, with 6 fingers on each hand and 6 toes on each foot, 24 in all; and he too was a descendant of the Rephʹa·im. 7 He kept taunting Israel. So Jonʹa·than the son of Shimʹe·a, David’s brother, struck him down. 8 These were descendants of the Rephʹa·im in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his servants.

That is, in the spring.
About 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.









[image: King David showing Solomon the craftsmen who are preparing the materials to be used in building the temple.]

David provides Solomon with craftsmen and materials to build the temple





TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

Help Younger Ones to Succeed






David knew that with Jehovah’s help, Solomon could successfully oversee the temple construction (1Ch 22:5; w17.01 29 ¶8)

David encouraged Solomon to rely on Jehovah and then to act (1Ch 22:11-13)

David eagerly supported Solomon (1Ch 22:14-16; w17.01 29 ¶7; see cover picture)



[image: Collage: 1. An elder trains a young brother to handle the congregation’s preaching territory. The elder shows him a map of the congregation’s territory, a territory assignment record, and an individual territory map. 2. The young brother explains to another brother how to use a territory map.]



ASK YOURSELF, ‘How can I help young ones in my congregation find happiness and success in serving Jehovah?’​—w18.03 11-12 ¶14-15.











^ (1 Chron. 22:5) And David said: “My son Solʹo·mon is young and inexperienced,* and the house to be built for Jehovah is to be exceedingly magnificent, so that its fame and beauty will be known in all lands. Therefore, I will make preparation for him.” So David prepared materials in great quantity before his death.

Or “delicate.”


^ (1 Chron. 22:11-13) “Now, my son, may Jehovah be with you, and may you be successful and build the house of Jehovah your God, just as he has spoken concerning you. 12 Only may Jehovah give you discretion and understanding when he gives you authority over Israel, so that you may keep the law of Jehovah your God. 13 Then you will be successful if you carefully observe the regulations and the judgments that Jehovah ordered Moses to give Israel. Be courageous and strong. Do not be afraid or be terrified.



^ (1 Chron. 22:14-16) Here I have taken great pains to prepare for Jehovah’s house 100,000 talents* of gold and 1,000,000 talents of silver and such great quantities of copper and iron that they cannot be weighed, and I have prepared timbers and stones, but you will add to them. 15 A great number of workmen are with you—stonecutters, stonemasons, woodworkers, and all kinds of skilled workers. 16 The gold, silver, copper, and iron are beyond measure. Get up and begin the work, and may Jehovah be with you.”

A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.









[image: Collage: Parents training their daughter as she grows up. 1. The mother uses the book “Learn From the Great Teacher” to study with her young daughter. 2. The father helps his daughter, now older, to study a “Watchtower” article. 3. The daughter, even older, witnesses to a woman in the door-to-door ministry.]



LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

Use Bible Principles to Help Your Children Succeed






Christian parents want their children to enjoy a happy and rewarding life in Jehovah’s service. Parents can help their children to succeed by using Bible principles to train them.​—Pr 22:6.

	  Keep the lines of communication open.​—Jas 1:19



	  Teach by your positive example.​—De 6:6



	  Participate in true worship consistently.​—Eph 6:4





WATCH THE VIDEO BUILD A HOUSE THAT WILL ENDURE​—TRAIN YOUR CHILDREN IN ‘THE WAY THEY SHOULD GO,’ AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

	  How can parents show reasonableness?


Your answer





	  How can parents apply the principle found at James 1:19?


Your answer





	  What can parents do when problems arise?


Your answer















^ (Prov. 22:6) Train a boy* in the way he should go; Even when he grows old he will not depart from it.

Or “child; youth.”


^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^ (Deut. 6:6) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart,



^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,








APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

Sample Conversations





Initial Call


Question: Does God listen to prayers?

Scripture: Ps 65:2

Link: What can we pray about?






Return Visit


Question: What can we pray about?

Scripture: 1Jo 5:14

Link: How does God answer our prayers?









^ (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”






1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16






^ ***sjj song 28 Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship***


SONG 28

Gaining Jehovah’s Friendship


(Psalm 15)


	1. Who is your friend, O God?

Who in your tent may dwell?

Who gains your friendship? Who gains your trust?

Who really knows you well?

All who embrace your Word,

All who have faith in you,

All who are loyal, all who are just,

Living the truth for you.



	2. Who is your friend, O God?

Who may approach your throne?

Who brings delight and makes you rejoice?

Whose name to you is known?

All who exalt your name,

All who your Word obey,

All who are faithful, honest in heart,

Truthful in all they say.



	3. Throwing our cares on you,

Baring our hearts in prayer,

Drawing us closer, bonding in love,

Feeling your daily care,

We yearn to be your friend.

Long may our friendship grow.

No greater Friend could we ever gain,

No greater Friend we’ll know.







(See also Ps. 139:1; 1 Pet. 5:6, 7.)





^ (Ps. 15:0-5) A melody of David. 15 O Jehovah, who may be a guest in your tent? Who may reside in your holy mountain?  2 The one who is walking faultlessly,* Practicing what is right And speaking the truth in his heart.  3 He does not slander with his tongue, He does nothing bad to his neighbor, And he does not defame* his friends.  4 He rejects anyone who is contemptible, But he honors those fearing Jehovah. He does not go back on his promise,* even when it is bad for him.  5 He does not lend his money on interest, And he does not accept a bribe against the innocent. Whoever does these things will never be shaken.*

Or “with integrity.”
Or “shame.”
Lit., “oath.”
Or “will never stagger (totter).”


^ (Ps. 139:1) O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.



^ (1 Pet. 5:6, 7) Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time, 7 while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”








^ ***w01 4/15 p. 26 You Can Succeed Regardless of Your Upbringing***

Despite the negative circumstances of his early childhood, Josiah proceeded to do what was good in Jehovah’s eyes. So successful was his reign that the Bible states: “Like him there did not prove to be a king prior to him who returned to Jehovah with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his vital force, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him has there risen up one like him.”​—2 Kings 23:19-25.

What an encouraging example Josiah proves to be for those who may have had to endure a terrible childhood! What can we learn from his example? What helped Josiah to choose the right course and stay on it?



^ (2 Ki. 23:19-25) Jo·siʹah also removed all the houses of worship on the high places that were in the cities of Sa·marʹi·a, which the kings of Israel had built to offend God, and he did the same thing to them that he had done at Bethʹel. 20 So he sacrificed on the altars all the priests of the high places who were there, and he burned human bones on them. After that he returned to Jerusalem. 21 The king now commanded all the people: “Hold a Passover to Jehovah your God as is written in this book of the covenant.” 22 No Passover like this had been held since the days when the judges had judged Israel or in all the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. 23 But in the 18th year of King Jo·siʹah, this Passover to Jehovah was held in Jerusalem. 24 Jo·siʹah also cleared out the spirit mediums, the fortune-tellers, the teraphim statues,* the disgusting idols,* and all the disgusting things that had appeared in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, in order to carry out the words of the Law that were written in the book that Hil·kiʹah the priest had found in the house of Jehovah. 25 There was no king like him prior to him, who returned to Jehovah with all his heart and with all his soul* and with all his strength, according to all the Law of Moses; nor did anyone like him rise up after him.

Or “household gods; idols.”
The Hebrew term may be related to a word for “dung” and is used as an expression of contempt.
See Glossary.








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***lffi lesson 1***


LESSON 01

How Can the Bible Help You?




Nearly all of us have questions about life, suffering, death, and the future. We are also concerned about day-to-day matters, such as making a living or having a happy family. Many people find that the Bible not only helps them answer life’s big questions but also gives them practical advice for daily living. Do you think that the Bible can help anyone you know?

1. What are some questions that the Bible answers?

The Bible answers these important questions: How did life begin? Why are we here? Why do innocent people suffer? What happens when a person dies? If everyone wants peace, why is there so much war? What will happen to the earth in the future? The Bible encourages us to seek answers to such questions, and millions have found its answers very satisfying.

2. How can the Bible help us to enjoy our daily life?

The Bible gives us good advice. For example, it teaches families how to be truly happy. It offers advice on how to deal with stress and how to enjoy our work. You will learn what the Bible teaches about these topics and much more as we discuss this material together. You may come to agree that “all Scripture [everything in the Bible] is . . . beneficial.”​—2 Timothy 3:16.


This publication does not replace the Bible. Rather, it encourages you to examine the Bible for yourself. Therefore, we urge you to read the scriptures that are listed in these lessons and compare them with what you are learning.







DIG DEEPER


Consider how the Bible has helped people, how you can enjoy reading it, and why it is good to get help to understand it.




3. The Bible can guide us

The Bible is like a powerful light. We can use the Bible to show us how to make good decisions and to help us see what lies ahead.

Read Psalm 119:105, and then discuss these questions:

	  How did the writer of this psalm view the Bible?



	  How do you view the Bible?









4. The Bible can answer our questions


One woman found that the Bible provided answers to questions that had troubled her for many years. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Never Give Up Hope! (1:48)








	  In the video, what sort of questions did this woman have?



	  How did studying the Bible help her?





The Bible encourages us to ask questions. Read Matthew 7:7, and then discuss the following:

	  What questions do you have that the Bible may be able to answer?









5. You can enjoy reading the Bible


Many people enjoy reading the Bible and are benefiting from it. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Bible Reading (2:05)








	  In the video, how did the young people feel about reading in general?



	  Why do they now feel differently about reading the Bible?





The Bible says it can give us instruction that comforts us and gives us hope. Read Romans 15:4, and then discuss this question:

	  Does the Bible’s promise of comfort and hope interest you?









6. Others can help us to understand the Bible

In addition to reading the Bible on their own, many have found that discussing it with others is helpful. Read Acts 8:26-31, and then discuss this question:

	  How can we understand the Bible?​—See verses 30 and 31.






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Studying the Bible is a waste of time.”

	  What would you say? Why?










SUMMARY

The Bible offers advice for daily life, answers important questions, and gives people comfort and hope.

Review

	  What kind of advice can we find in the Bible?



	  What are some questions that the Bible answers?



	  What would you like to learn from the Bible?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Read the first part of the next lesson.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Consider how the Bible’s advice is practical today.

“Bible Teachings​—Timeless Wisdom” (The Watchtower No. 1 2018)







See how the Bible helped a man who had struggled with his emotions since childhood.

How My Happy New Life Began (2:53)







Examine the Bible’s practical advice for family life.

“12 Secrets of Successful Families” (Awake! No. 2 2018)







Learn how the Bible clears up a common misconception about who really rules the world.

Why Study the Bible?​—Full Length (3:14)













^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^ (Matt. 7:7) “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you;



^ (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^ (Acts 8:26-31) However, Jehovah’s angel spoke to Philip, saying: “Get up and go to the south to the road that runs down from Jerusalem to Gazʹa.” (This is a desert road.) 27 With that he got up and went, and look! an E·thi·oʹpi·an eunuch, a man who had authority under Can·daʹce, queen of the E·thi·oʹpi·ans, and who was in charge of all her treasure. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and was sitting in his chariot, reading aloud the prophet Isaiah. 29 So the spirit said to Philip: “Go over and approach this chariot.” 30 Philip ran alongside and heard him reading aloud Isaiah the prophet, and he said: “Do you actually know what you are reading?” 31 He said: “Really, how could I ever do so unless someone guided me?” So he urged Philip to get on and sit down with him.



^ (Acts 8:30, 31) Philip ran alongside and heard him reading aloud Isaiah the prophet, and he said: “Do you actually know what you are reading?” 31 He said: “Really, how could I ever do so unless someone guided me?” So he urged Philip to get on and sit down with him.









^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***sjj song 120 Imitate Christ’s Mildness***


SONG 120

Imitate Christ’s Mildness


(Matthew 11:28-30)


	1. The greatest of men was our Lord Jesus Christ;

By pride or ambition, he was not enticed.

God’s purpose gave Jesus the prominent role;

Yet, lowly in heart, he was always whole-souled.



	2. To all who are toiling with troublesome cares,

He offers to carry the burdens they bear.

Refreshment they find as the Kingdom they seek.

With kindness and mildness, he favors the meek.



	3. ‘We all are just brothers,’ our Lord Jesus said.

In humble submission, we look to our Head.

The mild and the meek ones to God have great worth;

He promises they will inherit the earth.







(See also Prov. 3:34; Matt. 5:5; 23:8; Rom. 12:16.)





^ (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling* and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves. 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “struggling hard.” Or possibly, “weary; tired.”
Or “become my disciples (learners).”
Or “easy to bear; pleasant.”


^ (Prov. 3:34) For he mocks those who ridicule, But he shows favor to the meek.



^ (Matt. 5:5) “Happy are the mild-tempered, since they will inherit the earth.



^ (Matt. 23:8) But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your Teacher, and all of you are brothers.



^ (Rom. 12:16) Have the same attitude toward others as toward yourselves; do not set your mind on lofty things,* but be led along with the lowly things. Do not become wise in your own eyes.

Or “do not cultivate lofty ideas; do not be haughty.”








^ ***lff lesson 33***


LESSON 33

What the Kingdom Will Accomplish




God’s Kingdom is already ruling. Soon it will make big changes on the earth. Let us consider some of the good things that you can look forward to under Kingdom rule.

1. How will God’s Kingdom restore peace and justice to the earth?

Jesus, the King of God’s Kingdom, will destroy wicked people and governments at the war of Armageddon. (Revelation 16:14, 16) At that time, the following Bible promise will be completely fulfilled: “Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more.” (Psalm 37:10) Through the Kingdom, Jesus will make sure that peace and justice fill the earth.​—Read Isaiah 11:4.

2. What will life be like when God’s will is done on earth?

Under the rule of God’s Kingdom, “the righteous will possess the earth, and they will live forever on it.” (Psalm 37:29) Imagine living in a world where everyone is righteous and all love Jehovah and each other! No one will get sick, and everyone will live forever.

3. What will God’s Kingdom accomplish after the wicked are destroyed?

After the wicked are destroyed, Jesus will rule as King for 1,000 years. During that time, he and his 144,000 corulers will help humans on earth to become perfect and sinless. By the end of that period, the earth will be turned into a beautiful paradise, filled with happy people who benefit from obeying Jehovah’s laws. Jesus will then hand the rulership back to his Father, Jehovah. As never before, Jehovah’s “name [will] be sanctified.” (Matthew 6:9, 10) It will have been proved that Jehovah is a good Ruler who cares about his subjects. Jehovah will then destroy Satan, the demons, and any others who choose to rebel against His rulership. (Revelation 20:7-10) The perfect conditions brought about by God’s Kingdom will last forever.




DIG DEEPER


Consider why we can trust that God will use the Kingdom to fulfill all the Bible’s promises for our future.



4. God’s Kingdom will end human governments

“Man has dominated man to his harm.” (Ecclesiastes 8:9) By means of his Kingdom, Jehovah will reverse this injustice.

Read Daniel 2:44 and 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8, and then discuss these questions:

	  How will Jehovah and his Son, Jesus, deal with human governments and their supporters?



	  How does what you have learned about Jehovah and Jesus assure you that their actions will be just and fair?





5. Jesus is an ideal King

As King of God’s Kingdom, Jesus will do much for the benefit of his earthly subjects. Play the VIDEO to see how Jesus has already shown that he has both the desire and the God-given power to help people.



VIDEO: Jesus Showed What the Kingdom Will Accomplish (1:13)





While on earth, Jesus gave a preview of what the Kingdom would accomplish. Which blessings listed here do you especially look forward to? Read the accompanying scriptures that relate to those blessings.

	WHILE ON EARTH, JESUS . . .


	FROM HEAVEN, JESUS WILL . . .





		  controlled earth’s natural forces.​—Mark 4:36-41.






		  solve the earth’s environmental problems.​—Isaiah 35:1, 2.








		  miraculously fed thousands.​—Matthew 14:17-21.






		  eliminate world hunger.​—Psalm 72:16.








		  healed the sicknesses of many.​—Luke 18:35-43.






		  ensure perfect health for all.​—Isaiah 33:24.








		  brought people back to life.​—Luke 8:49-55.






		  reverse the effects of death.​—Revelation 21:3, 4.










6. God’s Kingdom will bring a wonderful future


The Kingdom will fully accomplish Jehovah’s original purpose for humans. They will live forever on a paradise earth. Play the VIDEO to see how Jehovah is working through his Son, Jesus, to accomplish His purpose.







VIDEO: A Glimpse Into a Wonderful Future (4:38)








Read Psalm 145:16, and then discuss this question:

	  How does it make you feel to know that Jehovah will “satisfy the desire of every living thing”?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “If we all work together, we can solve the world’s problems.”

	  What problems will God’s Kingdom solve that human governments cannot?










SUMMARY

God’s Kingdom will accomplish its goal. It will transform the earth into a global paradise filled with good people who will worship Jehovah forever.

Review

	  How will God’s Kingdom sanctify Jehovah’s name?



	  Why can we believe that God’s Kingdom will fulfill the Bible’s promises?



	  What accomplishment of the Kingdom do you especially look forward to?






Section completed on: 




Goal

Use the tract What Is the Kingdom of God? to start a conversation.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Find out what Armageddon means.

“What Is the Battle of Armageddon?” (Web article)







Examine the events that will occur during and at the end of Jesus’ 1,000-year reign.

“What Will Happen on Judgment Day?” (The Watchtower, September 1, 2012)







See how families can meditate together on future Kingdom blessings.

See Yourself in Paradise (1:50)







In “I Was Troubled by Many Questions,” learn how a political rebel found the solutions he was looking for.

“The Bible Changes Lives” (The Watchtower, January 1, 2012)













^ (Rev. 16:14) They are, in fact, expressions inspired by demons and they perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the entire inhabited earth, to gather them together to the war of the great day of God the Almighty.



^ (Rev. 16:16) And they gathered them together to the place that is called in Hebrew Armageddon.*

Greek, Har Ma·ge·donʹ, from a Hebrew term meaning “Mountain of Megiddo.”


^ (Ps. 37:10) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there.



^ (Isa. 11:4) He will judge the lowly with fairness,* And with uprightness he will give reproof in behalf of the meek ones of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth And put the wicked to death with the breath* of his lips.

Or “righteousness.”
Or “spirit.”


^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Rev. 20:7-10) Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and he will go out to mislead those nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of these is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they advanced over the whole earth and encircled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved city. But fire came down out of heaven and consumed them. 10 And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.”


^ (Eccl. 8:9) All of this I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done under the sun, during the time that man has dominated man to his harm.*

Or “injury; detriment.”


^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (2 Thess. 1:6-8) This takes into account that it is righteous on God’s part to repay tribulation to those who make tribulation for you. 7 But you who suffer tribulation will be given relief along with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with his powerful angels 8 in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.



^ (Mark 4:36-41) So after they had dismissed the crowd, they took him in the boat, just as he was, and there were other boats with him. 37 Now a great violent windstorm broke out, and the waves kept crashing into the boat, so that the boat was close to being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, sleeping on the pillow. So they woke him up and said to him: “Teacher, do you not care that we are about to perish?” 39 With that he got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea: “Hush! Be quiet!” And the wind abated, and a great calm set in. 40 So he said to them: “Why are you so afraid?* Do you not yet have any faith?” 41 But they felt an unusual fear, and they said to one another: “Who really is this? Even the wind and the sea obey him.”

Or “fainthearted.”


^ (Isa. 35:1, 2) The wilderness and the parched land will exult, And the desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron.*  2 Without fail it will blossom; It will rejoice and shout for joy. The glory of Lebʹa·non will be given to it, The splendor of Carʹmel and of Sharʹon. They will see the glory of Jehovah, the splendor of our God.

Or “crocus.”


^ (Matt. 14:17-21) They said to him: “We have nothing here except five loaves and two fish.” 18 He said: “Bring them here to me.” 19 And he instructed the crowds to recline on the grass. Then he took the five loaves and two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said a blessing, and after breaking the loaves, he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 So they all ate and were satisfied, and they took up the leftover fragments, 12 baskets full. 21 Now those eating were about 5,000 men, as well as women and young children.



^ (Ps. 72:16) There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; On the top of the mountains it will overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebʹa·non, And in the cities people will blossom like the vegetation of the earth.



^ (Luke 18:35-43) Now as Jesus was getting near to Jerʹi·cho, a blind man was sitting beside the road begging. 36 Because he heard a crowd passing by, he began to inquire what was going on. 37 They reported to him: “Jesus the Naz·a·reneʹ is passing by!” 38 At that he cried out: “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 39 And those who were in front began rebuking him, telling him to keep quiet, but all the more he kept shouting: “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 40 Then Jesus stopped and commanded that the man be brought to him. After he came near, Jesus asked him: 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He said: “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 42 So Jesus said to him: “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.”* 43 And instantly he recovered his sight, and he began to follow him, glorifying God. Also, at seeing it, all the people gave praise to God.

Or “has saved you.”


^ (Isa. 33:24) And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Or “inhabitant.”


^ (Luke 8:49-55) While he was yet speaking, a representative of the presiding officer of the synagogue came, saying: “Your daughter has died; do not bother the Teacher any longer.” 50 On hearing this, Jesus answered him: “Have no fear, only have faith, and she will be saved.” 51 When he reached the house, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John, James, and the girl’s father and mother. 52 But people were all weeping and beating themselves in grief for her. So he said: “Stop weeping, for she did not die but is sleeping.” 53 At this they began to laugh at him scornfully, because they knew she had died. 54 But he took her by the hand and called to her: “Child, get up!”* 55 And her spirit returned, and she rose immediately, and he ordered that something be given her to eat.

Or “wake up!”


^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Ps. 145:16) You open your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.









^ ***sjj song 23 Jehovah Begins His Rule***


SONG 23

Jehovah Begins His Rule


(Revelation 11:15)


	1. God’s Kingdom rules from above.

All praise his Son, the beloved.

Christ reigns in Zion, the chief cornerstone.

Let us all lift up our voice.

Sing to our God, and rejoice.

Christ, Lord and Savior,

has been placed upon His throne.

(CHORUS)

What will you bring, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Triumph of truth and righteousness.

And bring what else, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Eternal life and happiness.

Praise the Universal Sov’reign

For his love and faithfulness.





	2. Christ now in power is here,

And Armageddon is near.

Satan’s old system will soon pass away.

Now is the season to preach.

Many there are yet to reach;

Time for the meek

to take their stand for Him today.

(CHORUS)

What will you bring, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Triumph of truth and righteousness.

And bring what else, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Eternal life and happiness.

Praise the Universal Sov’reign

For his love and faithfulness.





	3. God’s reigning Ruler we prize.

Wondrous he is in our eyes.

He comes in God’s name; we bow to our King.

Enter the grand temple gate;

God’s favor now supplicate.

Soon dawns that day

when he rules over ev’rything.

(CHORUS)

What will you bring, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Triumph of truth and righteousness.

And bring what else, Jehovah’s Kingdom?

Eternal life and happiness.

Praise the Universal Sov’reign

For his love and faithfulness.









(See also 2 Sam. 7:22; Dan. 2:44; Rev. 7:15.)





^ (Rev. 11:15) The seventh angel blew his trumpet. And there were loud voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.”



^ (2 Sam. 7:22) That is why you are truly great, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah. There is no one like you, and there is no God except you; everything we have heard with our ears confirms this.



^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (Rev. 7:15) That is why they are before the throne of God, and they are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple; and the One seated on the throne will spread his tent over them.















^ ***w00 9/15 pp. 29-30 Humble Josiah Had Jehovah’s Favor***

From early morning, repairers of the temple work industriously. Surely Josiah is grateful to Jehovah that the workers are undoing the damage that some of his wicked ancestors did to God’s house. As the work progresses, Shaphan comes to make a report. But what is this? Why, he is carrying a roll! He explains that High Priest Hilkiah has found “the book of Jehovah’s law by the hand of Moses.” (2 Chronicles 34:12-18) What a discovery​—undoubtedly the original copy of the Law!

Josiah is eager to hear every word of the book. As Shaphan reads, the king tries to see how each command applies to him and to the people. Especially is he impressed by how the book emphasizes true worship and foretells the plagues and exile that would come if the people engaged in false religion. Now realizing that not all of God’s commands have been carried out, Josiah tears his garments and gives Hilkiah, Shaphan, and others the order: ‘Inquire of Jehovah about the words of this book; for great is Jehovah’s rage set afire against us because our forefathers did not listen to the words of this book.’​—2 Kings 22:11-13; 2 Chronicles 34:19-21.



^ (2 Chron. 34:12-18) And the men did the work faithfully. Over them were appointed the Levites Jaʹhath and O·ba·diʹah of the Me·rarʹites, and Zech·a·riʹah and Me·shulʹlam of the Koʹhath·ites, to serve as overseers. And the Levites, all of whom were skilled musicians, 13 were in charge of the common laborers* and were overseers of all those who were doing the work in every kind of service; and some of the Levites were secretaries, officers, and gatekeepers. 14 While they were taking out the money that had been brought to the house of Jehovah, Hil·kiʹah the priest found the book of Jehovah’s Law given through* Moses. 15 So Hil·kiʹah said to Shaʹphan the secretary: “I have found the book of the Law in the house of Jehovah.” With that Hil·kiʹah gave the book to Shaʹphan. 16 Then Shaʹphan brought the book to the king and told him: “Your servants are doing everything that was assigned to them. 17 They have poured out the money that was found in the house of Jehovah, and they have handed it over to the appointed men and to those doing the work.” 18 Shaʹphan the secretary also told the king: “There is a book that Hil·kiʹah the priest has given me.” Then Shaʹphan began to read from it before the king.

Or “the burden bearers.”
Lit., “by the hand of.”


^ (2 Ki. 22:11-13) As soon as the king heard the words of the book of the Law, he ripped his garments apart. 12 Then the king gave this order to Hil·kiʹah the priest, A·hiʹkam the son of Shaʹphan, Achʹbor the son of Mi·caiʹah, Shaʹphan the secretary, and A·saiʹah the king’s servant: 13 “Go, inquire of Jehovah in my behalf, in behalf of the people, and in behalf of all Judah concerning the words of this book that has been found; for Jehovah’s rage that has been set ablaze against us is great, because our forefathers did not obey the words of this book by observing all that is written concerning us.”



^ (2 Chron. 34:19-21) As soon as the king heard the words of the Law, he ripped his garments apart. 20 Then the king gave this order to Hil·kiʹah, A·hiʹkam the son of Shaʹphan, Abʹdon the son of Miʹcah, Shaʹphan the secretary, and A·saiʹah the king’s servant: 21 “Go, inquire of Jehovah in my behalf and in behalf of those who remain in Israel and in Judah concerning the words of the book that has been found; for Jehovah’s rage that will be poured out against us is great because our forefathers did not carry out the word of Jehovah by observing all that is written in this book.”









^ ***w00 9/15 p. 30 Humble Josiah Had Jehovah’s Favor***

Josiah’s messengers go to Huldah the prophetess in Jerusalem and return with a report. Huldah has relayed the word of Jehovah, indicating that the calamities recorded in the newly found book will befall the apostate nation. Because of humbling himself before Jehovah God, however, Josiah will not have to look upon the calamity. He will be gathered to his forefathers and be taken to his graveyard in peace.​—2 Kings 22:14-20; 2 Chronicles 34:22-28.



^ (2 Ki. 22:14-20) So Hil·kiʹah the priest, A·hiʹkam, Achʹbor, Shaʹphan, and A·saiʹah went to Hulʹdah the prophetess. She was the wife of Shalʹlum son of Tikʹvah son of Harʹhas, the caretaker of the wardrobe, and she was dwelling in the Second Quarter of Jerusalem; and they spoke to her there. 15 She said to them: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Tell the man who sent you to me: 16 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘I will bring calamity on this place and its inhabitants, all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read. 17 Because they have abandoned me and are making sacrifices smoke to other gods in order to offend me with all the work of their hands, my rage will be set ablaze against this place and it will not be extinguished.’” 18 But to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of Jehovah, this is what you should say to him, “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: ‘Regarding the words that you have heard, 19 because your heart was responsive* and you humbled yourself before Jehovah on hearing what I have spoken against this place and its inhabitants—that they would become an object of horror and a curse—and you ripped your garments apart and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares Jehovah. 20 That is why I will gather you to your ancestors,* and you will be laid in your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the calamity that I will bring on this place.’”’” Then they brought the reply to the king.

Lit., “soft.”
This is a poetic expression for death.


^ (2 Chron. 34:22-28) So Hil·kiʹah, along with those sent by the king, went to Hulʹdah the prophetess. She was the wife of Shalʹlum son of Tikʹvah son of Harʹhas, the caretaker of the wardrobe, and she was dwelling in the Second Quarter of Jerusalem; and they spoke to her there. 23 She said to them: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘Tell the man who sent you to me: 24 “This is what Jehovah says, ‘I will bring calamity on this place and its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book that they read before the king of Judah. 25 Because they have abandoned me and are making sacrifices smoke to other gods in order to offend me with all the works of their hands, my rage will pour out on this place and it will not be extinguished.’” 26 But to the king of Judah who sent you to inquire of Jehovah, this is what you should say to him, “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says: ‘Regarding the words that you have heard, 27 because your heart was responsive* and you humbled yourself before God on hearing his words concerning this place and its inhabitants and you humbled yourself before me and ripped your garments apart and wept before me, I also have heard you, declares Jehovah. 28 That is why I will gather you to your ancestors,* and you will be laid in your grave in peace, and your eyes will not see all the calamity that I will bring on this place and its inhabitants.’”’” Then they brought the reply to the king.

Lit., “soft.”
This is a poetic expression for death.














^ ***sjj song 60 It Means Their Life***


SONG 60

It Means Their Life


(Ezekiel 3:17-19)


	1. In this year of goodwill

by our God, all need to hear

That the day of his anger

will come, and it is near.

(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.





	2. There’s a message to preach,

so we spread it all abroad.

We invite all to come and

be reconciled to God.

(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.



(BRIDGE)

It’s urgent, it’s important,

That people listen, learn, and live.

We tell them, and we teach them;

Life-giving truth we freely give.



(CHORUS)

It means their life, but not just theirs;

It means our own life as well.

It means their life if they obey,

So all the nations we must tell;

We must tell.









(See also 2 Chron. 36:15; Isa. 61:2; Ezek. 33:6; 2 Thess. 1:8.)





^ (Ezek. 3:17-19) “Son of man, I have appointed you as a watchman to the house of Israel; and when you hear a word from my mouth, you must warn them from me. 18 When I say to someone wicked, ‘You will surely die,’ but you do not warn him, and you fail to speak in order to warn the wicked one to turn from his wicked course so that he may stay alive, he will die for his error because he is wicked, but I will ask his blood back from you.* 19 But if you warn someone wicked and he does not turn back from his wickedness and from his wicked course, he will die for his error, but you will certainly save your own life.*

Or “I will hold you accountable for his blood.”
Or “soul.”


^ (2 Chron. 36:15) Jehovah the God of their forefathers kept warning them by means of his messengers, warning them again and again, because he felt compassion for his people and for his dwelling place.



^ (Isa. 61:2) To proclaim the year of Jehovah’s goodwill* And the day of vengeance of our God, To comfort all who mourn,

Or “favor.”


^ (Ezek. 33:6) “‘But if the watchman sees the sword coming and he does not blow the horn and the people receive no warning and a sword comes and takes the life* of one of them, that person will die for his own error, but I will ask his blood back from the watchman.’*

Or “soul.”
Or “I will hold the watchman accountable for his blood.”


^ (2 Thess. 1:8) in a flaming fire, as he brings vengeance on those who do not know God and those who do not obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.









^ ***w05 8/1 p. 12 par. 1 Highlights From the Book of Second Kings***

24:3, 4. On account of Manasseh’s bloodguilt, Jehovah “did not consent to grant forgiveness” to Judah. God respects the blood of the innocent. We can be confident that Jehovah will avenge innocent blood by destroying those responsible for shedding it.​—Psalm 37:9-11; 145:20.



^  (2 Ki. 24:3, 4) Surely it was by the order of Jehovah that this happened to Judah, to remove them from his sight because of all the sins that Ma·nasʹseh had committed, 4 and also the innocent blood that he had shed, for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood and Jehovah was not willing to forgive.



^  (Ps. 37:9-11) For evil men will be done away with, But those hoping in Jehovah will possess the earth. 10 Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^  (Ps. 145:20) Jehovah guards all those who love him, But all the wicked he will annihilate.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***th p. 18 Expressed With Conviction***


STUDY 15

Expressed With Conviction



1 Thessalonians 1:5

SUMMARY: Show that you firmly believe in the truth and the importance of what you are saying.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare thoroughly. Study the material until you understand how the Scriptural arguments can lead to one logical conclusion. Try to express the main points of your presentation in a few simple words. Concentrate on its value to your listeners. Pray for holy spirit.

Practice your presentation aloud to become fully acquainted with your material and to improve your delivery.








	  Use words that convey conviction. Rather than repeating the exact wording of published material, use your own words. Choose language that shows you are certain of what you are saying.



	  Express yourself earnestly and sincerely. Speak with sufficient volume. Where it is not offensive to do so, maintain eye contact with your listeners.

Do not confuse expressing conviction with being tactless, opinionated, or pushy. Even when speaking earnestly, appeal to your listeners in a loving manner.















^ (1 Thess. 1:5) because the good news we preach did not come to you with speech alone but also with power and with holy spirit and with strong conviction, just as you know what sort of men we became among you for your sakes.









^ ***lffi lesson 1***


LESSON 01

How Can the Bible Help You?




Nearly all of us have questions about life, suffering, death, and the future. We are also concerned about day-to-day matters, such as making a living or having a happy family. Many people find that the Bible not only helps them answer life’s big questions but also gives them practical advice for daily living. Do you think that the Bible can help anyone you know?

1. What are some questions that the Bible answers?

The Bible answers these important questions: How did life begin? Why are we here? Why do innocent people suffer? What happens when a person dies? If everyone wants peace, why is there so much war? What will happen to the earth in the future? The Bible encourages us to seek answers to such questions, and millions have found its answers very satisfying.

2. How can the Bible help us to enjoy our daily life?

The Bible gives us good advice. For example, it teaches families how to be truly happy. It offers advice on how to deal with stress and how to enjoy our work. You will learn what the Bible teaches about these topics and much more as we discuss this material together. You may come to agree that “all Scripture [everything in the Bible] is . . . beneficial.”​—2 Timothy 3:16.


This publication does not replace the Bible. Rather, it encourages you to examine the Bible for yourself. Therefore, we urge you to read the scriptures that are listed in these lessons and compare them with what you are learning.







DIG DEEPER


Consider how the Bible has helped people, how you can enjoy reading it, and why it is good to get help to understand it.




3. The Bible can guide us

The Bible is like a powerful light. We can use the Bible to show us how to make good decisions and to help us see what lies ahead.

Read Psalm 119:105, and then discuss these questions:

	  How did the writer of this psalm view the Bible?



	  How do you view the Bible?









4. The Bible can answer our questions


One woman found that the Bible provided answers to questions that had troubled her for many years. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Never Give Up Hope! (1:48)








	  In the video, what sort of questions did this woman have?



	  How did studying the Bible help her?





The Bible encourages us to ask questions. Read Matthew 7:7, and then discuss the following:

	  What questions do you have that the Bible may be able to answer?









5. You can enjoy reading the Bible


Many people enjoy reading the Bible and are benefiting from it. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Bible Reading (2:05)








	  In the video, how did the young people feel about reading in general?



	  Why do they now feel differently about reading the Bible?





The Bible says it can give us instruction that comforts us and gives us hope. Read Romans 15:4, and then discuss this question:

	  Does the Bible’s promise of comfort and hope interest you?









6. Others can help us to understand the Bible

In addition to reading the Bible on their own, many have found that discussing it with others is helpful. Read Acts 8:26-31, and then discuss this question:

	  How can we understand the Bible?​—See verses 30 and 31.






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Studying the Bible is a waste of time.”

	  What would you say? Why?










SUMMARY

The Bible offers advice for daily life, answers important questions, and gives people comfort and hope.

Review

	  What kind of advice can we find in the Bible?



	  What are some questions that the Bible answers?



	  What would you like to learn from the Bible?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Read the first part of the next lesson.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Consider how the Bible’s advice is practical today.

“Bible Teachings​—Timeless Wisdom” (The Watchtower No. 1 2018)







See how the Bible helped a man who had struggled with his emotions since childhood.

How My Happy New Life Began (2:53)







Examine the Bible’s practical advice for family life.

“12 Secrets of Successful Families” (Awake! No. 2 2018)







Learn how the Bible clears up a common misconception about who really rules the world.

Why Study the Bible?​—Full Length (3:14)













^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^ (Matt. 7:7) “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you;



^ (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^ (Acts 8:26-31) However, Jehovah’s angel spoke to Philip, saying: “Get up and go to the south to the road that runs down from Jerusalem to Gazʹa.” (This is a desert road.) 27 With that he got up and went, and look! an E·thi·oʹpi·an eunuch, a man who had authority under Can·daʹce, queen of the E·thi·oʹpi·ans, and who was in charge of all her treasure. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and was sitting in his chariot, reading aloud the prophet Isaiah. 29 So the spirit said to Philip: “Go over and approach this chariot.” 30 Philip ran alongside and heard him reading aloud Isaiah the prophet, and he said: “Do you actually know what you are reading?” 31 He said: “Really, how could I ever do so unless someone guided me?” So he urged Philip to get on and sit down with him.



^ (Acts 8:30, 31) Philip ran alongside and heard him reading aloud Isaiah the prophet, and he said: “Do you actually know what you are reading?” 31 He said: “Really, how could I ever do so unless someone guided me?” So he urged Philip to get on and sit down with him.









^ ***th p. 22 Effort to Reach the Heart***


STUDY 19

Effort to Reach the Heart



Proverbs 3:1

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to appreciate what they learn and to act on it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Help your listeners to make a self-examination. Ask rhetorical questions to help people in your audience examine their own feelings.



	  Appeal to good motives. Urge your listeners to analyze why they perform good works. Help them to build the finest motives​—love for Jehovah, for fellow humans, and for Bible teachings. Reason with your listeners; do not lecture them. Rather than shaming them, leave them encouraged at the end of your presentation, motivated to do their best.



	  Direct attention to Jehovah. Highlight how Bible teachings, principles, and commands reflect God’s qualities and his love for us. Cultivate in your listeners a desire to consider Jehovah’s feelings and to please him.

Remember that Jehovah draws people. Use his Word to motivate your listeners.













IN THE MINISTRY


When possible, use questions to find out what your listener really believes. Observe his facial expression and tone of voice for signs of his true feelings. However, be patient. You will likely have to build trust before your listener will reveal his inmost feelings.







^ (Prov. 3:1) My son, do not forget my teaching,* And may your heart observe my commandments,

Or “law.”








^ ***sjj song 143 Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting***


SONG 143

Keep Working, Watching, and Waiting


(Romans 8:20-25)


	1. The God of times and of seasons,

Whose name alone is Jehovah—

The time for his vindication

Is near by signs we can see.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	2. The time has long been appointed;

His Son is ready to conquer,

Defeating all who oppose him.

His sword will bring victory.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.





	3. Though all creation is groaning,

In faith we’re eagerly waiting.

Jehovah’s day is approaching,

The time for setting us free.

(CHORUS)

Keep on working and watching and waiting,

Joyfully anticipating,

Life as God meant it to be.









(See also Matt. 25:13; Luke 12:36.)





^ (Rom. 8:20-25) For the creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but through the one who subjected it, on the basis of hope 21 that* the creation itself will also be set free from enslavement to corruption and have the glorious freedom of the children of God. 22 For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now. 23 Not only that, but we ourselves also who have the firstfruits, namely, the spirit, yes, we ourselves groan within ourselves while we are earnestly waiting for adoption as sons, the release from our bodies by ransom. 24 For we were saved in this hope; but hope that is seen is not hope, for when a man sees a thing, does he hope for it? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we keep eagerly waiting for it with endurance.

Or “because.”


^ (Matt. 25:13) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.



^ (Luke 12:36) and you should be like men waiting for their master to return* from the marriage,* so when he comes and knocks, they may at once open to him.

Or “depart; break away.”
Or “wedding feast.”








^ ***lff Section 2 Review***


Section 2 Review




Discuss the following questions with your teacher:



	               What will God do about false religion?


(See Lesson 13.)





	               Read Exodus 20:4-6.

	  How does Jehovah feel when people claim to worship him by using images?


(See Lesson 14.)









	                Who is Jesus?


(See Lesson 15.)





	                What qualities of Jesus appeal to you?


(See Lesson 17.)





	                Read John 13:34, 35 and Acts 5:42.

	  Who practice real Christianity today? What proves to you that they are real Christians?


(See Lessons 18 and 19.)









	                Who is the head of the congregation, and how does he direct it?


(See Lesson 20.)





	                Read Matthew 24:14.

	  How is this prophecy being fulfilled today?



	  With whom have you been sharing the good news?


(See Lessons 21 and 22.)









	                Do you think that baptism is a worthwhile goal? Why?


(See Lesson 23.)





	                How can you protect yourself from Satan and the demons?


(See Lesson 24.)





	                 What is God’s purpose for us?


(See Lesson 25.)





	                 Why do humans suffer and die?


(See Lesson 26.)





	                 Read John 3:16.

	  What has Jehovah done to rescue us from sin and death?


(See Lesson 27.)









	                 Read Ecclesiastes 9:5.

	  What happens when we die?



	  What will Jesus do for billions who have died?


(See Lessons 29 and 30.)









	                 How is God’s Kingdom better than any other government?


(See Lessons 31 and 33.)





	                 Do you believe that God’s Kingdom is ruling now? Why? When did it begin ruling?


(See Lesson 32.)








Your questions: 






^ (Ex. 20:4-6) “You must not make for yourself a carved image or a form* like anything that is in the heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters under the earth. 5 You must not bow down to them nor be enticed to serve them, for I, Jehovah your God, am a God who requires exclusive devotion, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing loyal love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments.

Or “representation.”


^ (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”



^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Eccl. 9:5) For the living know* that they will die, but the dead know nothing at all, nor do they have any more reward,* because all memory of them is forgotten.

Or “are conscious.”
Or “wages.”








^ ***sjj song 54 “This Is the Way”***


SONG 54

“This Is the Way”


(Isaiah 30:20, 21)


	1. There is a way of peace,

The way you’ve come to know.

It is the way you learned,

The way of long ago,

The way that Jesus taught you

When his voice you heard.

This is the way of peace,

Found in Jehovah’s Word.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’





	2. There is a way of love,

No need to look around.

God’s voice has shown the way

He lets himself be found.

His love is full and good;

His love is warm and true.

This is the way of love;

It touches all we do.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’





	3. There is a way of life,

No need to look behind.

Our God has promised us:

No better way we’ll find,

No higher way to peace,

No finer way to love.

This is the way to life,

Thanks to our God above.

(CHORUS)

This is the way to life; This is the way.

Don’t look aside; Not for a moment stray!

God’s voice is calling: ‘This is the way;

Do not look back, for yes, this is the way.’









(See also Ps. 32:8; 139:24; Prov. 6:23.)





^ (Isa. 30:20, 21) Though Jehovah will give you bread in the form of distress and water in the form of oppression, your Grand Instructor will no longer hide himself, and you will see your Grand Instructor with your own eyes. 21 And your own ears will hear a word behind you saying, “This is the way. Walk in it,” in case you should go to the right or in case you should go to the left.



^ (Ps. 32:8) “I will give you insight and instruct you in the way you should go. I will give you advice with my eye upon you.



^ (Ps. 139:24) See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.



^ (Prov. 6:23) For the commandment is a lamp, And the law is a light, And the reproofs of discipline are the way to life.















^ ***w01 2/15 p. 12 Jehovah’s Day of Judgment Is Near!***

 2. Why did Josiah’s actions not forestall Jehovah’s day of judgment?

2 Zephaniah’s prophesying undoubtedly heightened young Josiah’s awareness of the need to purge Judah of unclean worship. But the king’s actions in purging the land of false religion did not remove all wickedness from among the people or atone for the sins of his grandfather, King Manasseh, who had “filled Jerusalem with innocent blood.” (2 Kings 24:3, 4; 2 Chronicles 34:3) So Jehovah’s day of judgment was sure to come.



^  (2 Ki. 24:3, 4) Surely it was by the order of Jehovah that this happened to Judah, to remove them from his sight because of all the sins that Ma·nasʹseh had committed, 4 and also the innocent blood that he had shed, for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood and Jehovah was not willing to forgive.



^  (2 Chron. 34:3) In the 8th year of his reign, while he was still a boy, he started to search for the God of David his forefather; and in the 12th year, he started to cleanse Judah and Jerusalem of the high places and the sacred poles,* the graven images, and the metal statues.*

See Glossary.
Or “molten statues.”








^ ***w07 3/15 p. 11 par. 10 Highlights From the Book of Jeremiah***

(Jeremiah 52:1-34)

The year is 607 B.C.E. Zedekiah is in the 11th year of his kingship. King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon has laid siege against Jerusalem for the past 18 months. On the seventh day of the fifth month of the 19th year of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign, Nebuzaradan, the chief of the bodyguard, ‘comes to,’ or arrives at, Jerusalem. (2 Kings 25:8) Perhaps from his camp outside the city walls, Nebuzaradan surveys the situation and plans a course of action. Three days later, on the tenth of the month, he ‘comes into,’ or enters, Jerusalem. And he proceeds to set the city aflame.​—Jeremiah 52:12, 13.



^ (Jer. 52:1-34) Zed·e·kiʹah was 21 years old when he became king, and he reigned for 11 years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Ha·muʹtal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libʹnah. 2 He continued to do what was bad in Jehovah’s eyes, according to all that Je·hoiʹa·kim had done. 3 It was because of Jehovah’s anger that these things took place in Jerusalem and in Judah, until he cast them out of his sight. And Zed·e·kiʹah rebelled against the king of Babylon. 4 In the ninth year of Zed·e·kiʹah’s reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar* of Babylon came with all his army against Jerusalem. They camped against it and built a siege wall all around it. 5 And the city was under siege until the 11th year of King Zed·e·kiʹah. 6 In the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, the famine was severe in the city, and there was no food for the people of the land. 7 Finally the city wall was broken through, and all the soldiers fled from the city by night through the gate between the double wall near the king’s garden, while the Chal·deʹans were surrounding the city; and they continued by the way of the Arʹa·bah. 8 But the Chal·deʹan army pursued the king, and they overtook Zed·e·kiʹah in the desert plains of Jerʹi·cho, and all his troops were scattered from his side. 9 Then they seized the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Ribʹlah in the land of Haʹmath, and he passed sentence on him. 10 And the king of Babylon slaughtered Zed·e·kiʹah’s sons before his eyes, and he also slaughtered all the princes of Judah there at Ribʹlah. 11 Then the king of Babylon blinded Zed·e·kiʹah’s eyes, bound him with copper fetters, brought him to Babylon, and kept him imprisoned until the day of his death. 12 In the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, that is, in the 19th year of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar* the king of Babylon, Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard, who was an attendant of the king of Babylon, came into Jerusalem. 13 He burned down the house of Jehovah, the king’s house,* and all the houses of Jerusalem; he also burned down every large house. 14 And the walls surrounding Jerusalem were pulled down by the entire Chal·deʹan army that was with the chief of the guard. 15 Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard took into exile some of the lowly people and the rest of the people who were left in the city. He also took the deserters who had defected to the king of Babylon as well as the rest of the master craftsmen. 16 But Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard left some of the poorest people of the land to serve as vinedressers and as compulsory laborers. 17 And the Chal·deʹans broke into pieces the copper pillars of the house of Jehovah and the carriages and the copper Sea that were in the house of Jehovah, and they carried all the copper away to Babylon. 18 They also took the cans, the shovels, the extinguishers, the bowls, the cups, and all the copper utensils used in the temple service. 19 The chief of the guard took the basins, the fire holders, the bowls, the cans, the lampstands, the cups, and the bowls that were of genuine gold and silver. 20 As for the two pillars, the Sea, the 12 copper bulls under the Sea, and the carriages that King Solʹo·mon had made for the house of Jehovah, the copper of all these articles was beyond weighing. 21 As for the pillars, each pillar was 18 cubits* high, a measuring cord of 12 cubits could encircle it; its thickness was four fingerbreadths,* and it was hollow. 22 And the capital on it was of copper; and the height of the one capital was five cubits; and the network and pomegranates all around on the capital were all made of copper. The second pillar was just like it, also the pomegranates. 23 There were 96 pomegranates on the sides; in all, there were 100 pomegranates around the network. 24 The chief of the guard also took Se·raiʹah the chief priest, Zeph·a·niʹah the second priest, and the three doorkeepers. 25 And he took from the city one court official who was the commissioner over the soldiers, seven close associates of the king who were found in the city, as well as the secretary of the chief of the army, the one mustering the people of the land, and 60 men of the common people of the land who were yet found in the city. 26 Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Ribʹlah. 27 The king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at Ribʹlah in the land of Haʹmath. Thus Judah went into exile from its land. 28 These are the people whom Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar* took into exile: in the seventh year, 3,023 Jews. 29 In the 18th year of Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar,* 832 people* were taken from Jerusalem. 30 In the 23rd year of Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar,* Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard took Jews into exile, 745 people.* In all, 4,600 people* were taken into exile. 31 Then in the 37th year of the exile of King Je·hoiʹa·chin of Judah, in the 12th month, on the 25th day of the month, King Eʹvil-merʹo·dach of Babylon, in the year he became king, released* King Je·hoiʹa·chin of Judah and brought him out of prison. 32 He spoke kindly with him and put his throne higher than the thrones of the other kings who were with him in Babylon. 33 So Je·hoiʹa·chin took off his prison garments, and he regularly ate before him all the days of his life. 34 A regular allowance of food was given him from the king of Babylon, day after day, until the day of his death, all the days of his life.

Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.
Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.
Or “palace.”
A cubit equaled 44.5 cm (17.5 in.). See App. B14.
A fingerbreadth equaled 1.85 cm (0.73 in.). See App. B14.
Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.
Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.
Or “souls.”
Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.
Or “souls.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “raised up the head of.”


^  (2 Ki. 25:8) In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, that is, in the 19th year of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar the king of Babylon, Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard, the servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem.



^  (Jer. 52:12, 13) In the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, that is, in the 19th year of King Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar* the king of Babylon, Neb·uʹzar·adʹan the chief of the guard, who was an attendant of the king of Babylon, came into Jerusalem. 13 He burned down the house of Jehovah, the king’s house,* and all the houses of Jerusalem; he also burned down every large house.

Lit., “Nebuchadrezzar,” a variant spelling.
Or “palace.”














^ ***sjj song 96 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


SONG 96

God’s Own Book​—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


	1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.



	2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.



	3. The time has come with reason for rejoicing:

Jehovah rules by his anointed King.

So now we preach the good news of the Kingdom

And share the hope of blessings it will bring.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.







(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***it-1 p. 911 Genealogy***

Names of Women. Women were named in the genealogical registers occasionally when there was a historical reason to do so. At Genesis 11:29, 30, Sarai (Sarah) is mentioned, evidently for the reason that the promised Seed was to come through her, not through another wife of Abraham. Milcah may have been named in the same passage because she was the grandmother of Rebekah, Isaac’s wife, thereby showing Rebekah’s lineage as being from Abraham’s relatives, since Isaac was not to have a wife from the other nations. (Ge 22:20-23; 24:2-4) At Genesis 25:1, the name of Abraham’s later wife Keturah is given. This shows that Abraham married again after Sarah died and that his reproductive powers were still alive more than 40 years after their miraculous renewal by Jehovah. (Ro 4:19; Ge 24:67; 25:20) Also, it reveals the relationship of Midian and other Arabian tribes to Israel.

Leah, Rachel, and Jacob’s concubines, together with the sons they bore, are named. (Ge 35:21-26) This helps us to understand God’s later dealings with these sons. For similar reasons we find the names of other women in the genealogical registers. When an inheritance was transmitted through them, their names might be included. (Nu 26:33) Of course, Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth are outstanding. In each case, there is something remarkable about the manner in which these women came to be in the line of ancestry of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. (Ge 38; Ru 1:3-5; 4:13-15; Mt 1:1-5) Among other instances of the mention of women in the genealogical lists are 1 Chronicles 2:35, 48, 49; 3:1-3, 5.



^ (Gen. 11:29, 30) Aʹbram and Naʹhor took wives for themselves. The name of Aʹbram’s wife was Sarʹai, and the name of Naʹhor’s wife was Milʹcah, the daughter of Haʹran, the father of Milʹcah and Isʹcah. 30 Now Sarʹai was barren; she had no child.



^ (Gen. 22:20-23) After this it was reported to Abraham: “Here Milʹcah has also borne sons to Naʹhor your brother: 21 Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kem·uʹel the father of Aʹram, 22 Cheʹsed, Haʹzo, Pilʹdash, Jidʹlaph, and Be·thuʹel.” 23 Be·thuʹel became the father of Re·bekʹah. Milʹcah bore these eight to Naʹhor the brother of Abraham.



^ (Gen. 24:2-4) Abraham said to his servant, the oldest one of his household, who was managing all he had: “Please put your hand under my thigh, 3 and I will make you swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Caʹnaan·ites, among whom I am dwelling. 4 You must go instead to my country and to my relatives and take a wife for my son, for Isaac.”



^ (Gen. 25:1) Now Abraham again took a wife, and her name was Ke·tuʹrah.



^ (Rom. 4:19) And although he did not grow weak in faith, he considered his own body, now as good as dead (since he was about 100 years old), as well as the deadness of the womb of Sarah.



^ (Gen. 24:67) After that Isaac brought her into the tent of Sarah his mother. Thus he took Re·bekʹah as his wife; and he fell in love with her, and Isaac found comfort after the loss of his mother.



^ (Gen. 25:20) Isaac was 40 years old when he married Re·bekʹah, the daughter of Be·thuʹel the A·ra·maeʹan of Padʹdan-aʹram, the sister of Laʹban the A·ra·maeʹan.



^ (Gen. 35:21-26) After that Israel pulled away and pitched his tent a distance beyond the tower of Eʹder. 22 Once while Israel was dwelling in that land, Reuʹben went and lay down with Bilʹhah his father’s concubine, and Israel heard about it. So there were 12 sons of Jacob. 23 The sons by Leʹah were Jacob’s firstborn Reuʹben, then Simʹe·on, Leʹvi, Judah, Isʹsa·char, and Zebʹu·lun. 24 The sons by Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 25 And the sons by Bilʹhah, Rachel’s servant, were Dan and Naphʹta·li. 26 And the sons by Zilʹpah, Leʹah’s servant, were Gad and Ashʹer. These are Jacob’s sons, who were born to him in Padʹdan-aʹram.



^ (Num. 26:33) Now Ze·loʹphe·had the son of Heʹpher had no sons, only daughters, and the names of the daughters of Ze·loʹphe·had were Mahʹlah, Noah, Hogʹlah, Milʹcah, and Tirʹzah.



^ (Gen. 38:1-30) About that time Judah left his brothers and pitched his tent near an A·dulʹlam·ite man named Hiʹrah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Caʹnaan·ite named Shuʹa. So he took her and had relations with her, 3 and she became pregnant. Later she bore a son, and he named him Er. 4 Again she became pregnant and bore a son and named him Oʹnan. 5 Yet again she bore a son and named him Sheʹlah. He* was in Achʹzib when she bore him. 6 In time Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Taʹmar. 7 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was displeasing to Jehovah; so Jehovah put him to death. 8 In view of that, Judah said to Oʹnan: “Have relations with your brother’s wife and perform brother-in-law marriage with her and raise up offspring for your brother.” 9 But Oʹnan knew that the offspring would not be considered his. So when he did have relations with his brother’s wife, he wasted his semen on the ground so as not to give offspring to his brother. 10 What he did was bad in the eyes of Jehovah, so he also put him to death. 11 Judah said to Taʹmar his daughter-in-law: “Dwell as a widow in the house of your father until my son Sheʹlah grows up,” for he said to himself: ‘He too may die like his brothers.’ So Taʹmar went and stayed in her own father’s house. 12 Some time passed, and Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shuʹa, died. Judah kept the mourning period, and then he went to his sheepshearers in Timʹnah with his companion Hiʹrah the A·dulʹlam·ite. 13 Taʹmar was told: “Here your father-in-law is going up to Timʹnah to shear his sheep.” 14 With that she removed her widow’s clothing and veiled herself and covered herself with a shawl and sat down at the entrance of E·naʹim, which is on the road to Timʹnah, for she saw that Sheʹlah had grown up and yet she had not been given to him as a wife. 15 When Judah caught sight of her, he at once took her for a prostitute, because she had covered her face. 16 So he turned aside to her by the road and said: “Allow me, please, to have relations with you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-law. However, she said: “What will you give me that you may have relations with me?” 17 To this he said: “I will send a young goat from my herd.” But she said: “Will you give a security until you send it?” 18 He continued: “What security should I give you?” to which she said: “Your seal ring and your cord and your rod that is in your hand.” Then he gave them to her and had relations with her, and she became pregnant by him. 19 After that she got up and went away and removed her shawl and clothed herself with her widow’s clothing. 20 And Judah sent the young goat by the hand of his companion the A·dulʹlam·ite, to get back the security from the hand of the woman, but he never found her. 21 He inquired of the men of her place, saying: “Where is that temple prostitute in E·naʹim along the road?” But they said: “No temple prostitute has ever been in this place.” 22 Finally he returned to Judah and said: “I never found her, and besides, the men of the place said, ‘No temple prostitute has ever been in this place.’” 23 So Judah said: “Let her take them for herself, in order that we may not fall into contempt. At any rate, I have sent this young goat, but you never found her.” 24 However, about three months later, Judah was told: “Taʹmar your daughter-in-law has acted as a prostitute, and she is also pregnant by her prostitution.” At that Judah said: “Bring her out and let her be burned.” 25 As she was being brought out, she sent word to her father-in-law: “I am pregnant by the man to whom these belong.” Then she added: “Please examine to whom these belong, the seal ring and the cord and the rod.” 26 Then Judah examined them and said: “She is more righteous than I am, because I did not give her to Sheʹlah my son.” And he had no further sexual relations with her after that. 27 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twins in her womb. 28 As she was giving birth, one put out his hand, and the midwife immediately took a scarlet thread and tied it around his hand, saying: “This one came out first.” 29 But as soon as he drew back his hand, his brother came out, and she exclaimed: “What a breach you have made for yourself!” So he was named Peʹrez.* 30 Afterward his brother came out, around whose hand the scarlet thread was tied, and he was named Zeʹrah.

That is, Judah.
Meaning “Rupture,” probably referring to a perineal rupture.


^ (Ruth 1:3-5) After some time E·limʹe·lech, Na·oʹmi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 The men later married Moʹab·ite women; one was named Orʹpah, and the other was named Ruth. They remained there for about ten years. 5 Then the two sons, Mahʹlon and Chilʹi·on, also died, and the woman was left without her two children and her husband.



^ (Ruth 4:13-15) So Boʹaz took Ruth and she became his wife. He had relations with her, and Jehovah let her conceive and she gave birth to a son. 14 Then the women said to Na·oʹmi: “Praised be Jehovah, who has not left you without a repurchaser today. May his name be proclaimed in Israel! 15 He* has restored* your life* and will sustain you in your old age, because he has been born to your daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons.”

That is, Naomi’s grandson.
Or “has become a restorer of.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Matt. 1:1-5) The book of the history* of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham:  2 Abraham became father to Isaac; Isaac became father to Jacob; Jacob became father to Judah and his brothers;  3 Judah became father to Peʹrez and Zeʹrah by Taʹmar; Peʹrez became father to Hezʹron; Hezʹron became father to Ram;  4 Ram became father to Am·minʹa·dab; Am·minʹa·dab became father to Nahʹshon; Nahʹshon became father to Salʹmon;  5 Salʹmon became father to Boʹaz by Raʹhab; Boʹaz became father to Oʹbed by Ruth; Oʹbed became father to Jesʹse;

Or “genealogy; line of descent; origin.”


^ (1 Chron. 2:35) Sheʹshan gave his daughter to be the wife of his servant Jarʹha, and she bore him Atʹtai.



^ (1 Chron. 2:48, 49) Caʹleb’s concubine Maʹa·cah gave birth to Sheʹber and Tirʹha·nah. 49 In time she bore Shaʹaph the father of Mad·manʹnah and Sheʹva the father of Mach·beʹnah and Gibʹe·a. Caʹleb’s daughter was Achʹsah.



^ (1 Chron. 3:1-3) These were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebʹron: the firstborn Amʹnon, whose mother was A·hinʹo·am of Jezʹre·el; the second, Daniel, whose mother was Abʹi·gail the Carʹmel·ite; 2 the third, Abʹsa·lom the son of Maʹa·cah the daughter of Talʹmai the king of Geshʹur; the fourth, Ad·o·niʹjah the son of Hagʹgith; 3 the fifth, Sheph·a·tiʹah, whose mother was A·biʹtal; and the sixth, Ithʹre·am, whose mother was David’s wife Egʹlah.



^ (1 Chron. 3:5) These were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimʹe·a, Shoʹbab, Nathan, and Solʹo·mon; the mother of these four was Bath-sheʹba the daughter of Amʹmi·el.









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 7 Scriptures Properly Introduced***


STUDY 4

Scriptures Properly Introduced



Matthew 22:41-45

SUMMARY: Prepare the minds of your listeners before you read a scripture.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Determine why you are reading the scripture. Introduce each scripture in a way that draws your listeners’ attention to the key point you are making with the verse.

Take the context into account. Attribute quotations to the correct speaker and Bible books to the correct writer.








	  Cite the Bible as an authority. When you are speaking to people who believe in God, draw attention to the Bible as God’s Word, thus crediting it as the highest source of wisdom.



	  Arouse interest in the scripture. Ask a question that the scripture will answer, pose a problem that the scripture will help solve, or state a principle that the Scriptural account will illustrate.

Take into account what your listeners already know about the subject and the scripture. Introduce even a familiar text in an appealing way, and help your listeners to take a fresh look at it.















^ (Matt. 22:41-45) Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them: 42 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him: “David’s.” 43 He asked them: “How is it, then, that David under inspiration calls him Lord, saying, 44 ‘Jehovah said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies beneath your feet”’? 45 If, then, David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***lff lesson 8 point 7***





7. Friendship with Jehovah involves communication

Communication strengthens bonds of friendship. Read Psalm 86:6, 11, and then discuss these questions:

	  How can we communicate with Jehovah?



	  How does Jehovah communicate with us?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “It’s impossible to be close to God.”

	  What scripture would you use to show that we can be Jehovah’s friend?













^ (Ps. 86:6) Listen, O Jehovah, to my prayer; And pay attention to my pleas for help.



^ (Ps. 86:11) Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name.

Or “Give me an undivided heart.”








^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 98 The Scriptures—Inspired of God***


SONG 98

The Scriptures​—Inspired of God


(2 Timothy 3:16, 17)


	1. God’s Word shines like a brilliant light,

Guides our feet through earth’s dark night.

If we follow it faithfully,

Surely its truth will set us free.



	2. He provides us with words inspired,

Helps us learn what is required.

Holy writings can motivate,

Show how to teach and set things straight.



	3. By these words from our God above,

We have come to know his love.

As we read in it ev’ry day,

God’s Word will keep us on the way.







(See also Ps. 119:105; Prov. 4:13.)





^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^ (Prov. 4:13) Hold on to discipline; do not let it go. Safeguard it, for it means your life.









^ ***lff lesson 34***


LESSON 34

How Can We Show Our Love for Jehovah?




Have you felt closer to God since you began studying the Bible? Would you like to continue to strengthen your friendship with him? If so, remember that the more Jehovah sees your love for him grow, the more he will love and care for you. How can you show him that you love him?

1. How do we show Jehovah that we love him?

We show our love for Jehovah by obeying him. (Read 1 John 5:3.) He does not force anyone to obey him. Instead, he gives each of us the opportunity to choose whether we will obey him or not. Why? Jehovah wants us to be “obedient from the heart.” (Romans 6:17) In other words, he wants you to obey him, not because you have to, but because you love him. Sections 3 and 4 of this book are designed to help you show your love for Jehovah by doing what pleases him and avoiding what displeases him.

2. Why can it be challenging to show our love for Jehovah?

“Many are the hardships of the righteous one.” (Psalm 34:19) We all struggle with our own imperfections. And we may also face economic problems, injustice, and other difficulties. When we experience hardships, we may not find it easy to do what Jehovah asks of us. That is because the wrong path may be easier to follow. But when you faithfully do what Jehovah tells you to, you show that you love him more than anything else. And you prove that you are loyal to him. In turn, he will be loyal to you. He will never leave you.​—Read Psalm 4:3.





DIG DEEPER


Examine why your obedience matters to Jehovah, and learn what can help you remain faithful to him.



3. An issue that involves you

According to the Bible book of Job, Satan made an accusation not just against the man Job but against all people who want to serve Jehovah. Read Job 1:1, 6–2:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  According to Satan, why did Job obey Jehovah?​—See Job 1:9-11.



	  What does Satan claim about all humans, including you?​—See Job 2:4.





Read Job 27:5b, and then discuss this question:

	  How did Job prove that he truly loved Jehovah?







4. Make Jehovah’s heart rejoice

Read Proverbs 27:11, and then discuss these questions:

	  How does Jehovah feel when you are wise and obey him? Why?





5. You can be loyal to Jehovah


Our love for Jehovah moves us to tell others about him. Our loyalty to him moves us to do so even when it is not easy. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Defend Your Faith Despite Opposition (5:09)








	  Do you ever find it difficult to tell others about Jehovah?



	  In the video, what helped Grayson overcome his fear?





It is easier to be loyal to Jehovah when we love what he loves and hate what he hates. Read Psalm 97:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on what you have learned, what are some things that Jehovah loves? What are some things that he hates?



	  How can you learn to love what is good and hate what is bad?









6. We benefit when we obey Jehovah

Obeying Jehovah is always best. Read Isaiah 48:17, 18, and then discuss these questions:

	  Do you think we can trust that Jehovah always knows what is best for us? Why?



	  How has your study of the Bible and the true God, Jehovah, benefited you so far?






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “My actions don’t really matter to God.”

	  What scripture could you use to show that our actions affect Jehovah’s feelings?










SUMMARY

You can demonstrate your love for Jehovah by obeying him and remaining loyal to him despite challenges.

Review

	  What did you learn from Job’s example?



	  How will you prove your love for Jehovah?



	  What will help you remain loyal to Jehovah?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Memorize what Proverbs 27:11 says, and think of it when you find it difficult to obey Jehovah.



Other: 










EXPLORE



Discover how you can be loyal to Jehovah and the congregation.

“With Someone Loyal You Act in Loyalty” (16:49)







Learn more about Satan’s accusations against humans.

“Job Keeps His Integrity” (The Bible​—What Is Its Message? section 6)







Consider how even young ones can show their love for Jehovah.

Make Jehovah Happy (8:16)







How can a young person who faces pressure from other youths stay loyal to God?

Stand Up to Peer Pressure! (3:59)













^ (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^ (Rom. 6:17) But thanks to God that although you were once the slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that pattern of teaching to which you were handed over.



^ (Ps. 34:19) Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all.

Or “calamities.”


^ (Ps. 4:3) Know that Jehovah will treat his loyal one in a special way;* Jehovah will hear when I call to him.

Or “distinguish his loyal one; set his loyal one apart for himself.”


^ (Job 1:1) There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job.* He was an upright man of integrity;* he feared God and shunned what was bad.

Possibly meaning “Object of Hostility.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”


^ (Job 1:6-2:10) Now the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them. 7 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 8 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad.” 9 At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 12 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! Everything that he has is in your hand.* Only do not lay your hand on the man himself!” So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah. 13 Now on the day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said: “The cattle were plowing and the donkeys were grazing beside them 15 when the Sa·beʹans attacked and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “Fire from God* fell from the heavens and blazed among the sheep and the servants and consumed them! I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was still speaking, another one came and said: “The Chal·deʹans formed three bands and made a raid on the camels and took them, and they killed the servants with the sword. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was still speaking, yet another one came and said: “Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house. 19 Suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house, so that it fell on the young people and they were killed. I am the only one who escaped to tell you.” 20 At that Job got up and ripped apart his garment and cut the hair off his head; then he fell to the ground and bowed down 21 and said: “Naked I came out of my mother’s womb, And naked I will return. Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away. Let the name of Jehovah continue to be praised.” 22 In all of this, Job did not sin or accuse God of doing anything wrong.* 
2 Afterward the day came when the sons of the true God* entered to take their station before Jehovah, and Satan also entered among them to take his station before Jehovah. 2 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Where have you come from?” Satan answered Jehovah: “From roving about on the earth and from walking about in it.” 3 And Jehovah said to Satan: “Have you taken note of* my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth. He is an upright man of integrity,* fearing God and shunning what is bad. He is still holding firmly to his integrity, even though you try to incite me against him to destroy* him for no reason.” 4 But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.” 6 Then Jehovah said to Satan: “Look! He is in your hand!* Only do not take his life!”* 7 So Satan went out from the presence* of Jehovah and struck Job with painful boils* from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 8 And Job took a piece of broken pottery to scrape himself, and he was sitting among the ashes. 9 Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 But he said to her: “You are talking like one of the senseless women. Should we accept only what is good from the true God and not accept also what is bad?” In all of this, Job did not sin with his lips.

A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Or “under your control.”
Lit., “face.”
Or possibly, “Lightning.”
Or “ascribe anything improper to God.”
A Hebrew idiom that refers to angelic sons of God.
Lit., “set your heart upon.”
Or “a blameless and upright man.”
Lit., “swallow.”
Or “soul.”
Or “under your control.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “face.”
Or “with severe ulcers.”


^ (Job 1:9-11) At that Satan answered Jehovah: “Is it for nothing that Job has feared God? 10 Have you not put up a protective hedge around him and his house and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his livestock has spread out in the land. 11 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”



^ (Job 2:4) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.*

Or “soul.”


^ (Job 27:5) It is unthinkable for me to declare you men righteous! Until I die, I will not renounce* my integrity!

Or “I will not take away from myself; I will maintain.”


^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (Ps. 97:10) O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked.

Or “souls.”
Or “power.”


^ (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.









^ ***sjj song 89 Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed***


SONG 89

Listen, Obey, and Be Blessed


(Luke 11:28)


	1. If we have listened to Christ, will we show it?

His teaching shines as it shows us the way.

It makes us happy to hear and to know it,

But we’ll be blessed if we know and obey.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	2. Our way of life, like a house, gives protection

When it is built on the rock, not on sand.

If we apply Jesus’ loving direction,

We’ll build a life which on bedrock will stand.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.





	3. Just as a tree rooted deep by the waters

Gives of its fruit when each season arrives,

If we obey as God’s own sons and daughters,

We’ll all be blessed and enjoy endless lives.

(CHORUS)

Listen, obey, and be blessed

When you hear God’s will expressed.

If you’d be happy and enter his rest,

Listen, obey, and be blessed.









(See also Deut. 28:2; Ps. 1:3; Prov. 10:22; Matt. 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49.)





^ (Luke 11:28) But he said: “No, rather, happy are those hearing the word of God and keeping it!”



^ (Deut. 28:2) All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you, because you keep listening to the voice of Jehovah your God:



^ (Ps. 1:3) He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.



^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (Matt. 7:24-27) “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Furthermore, everyone hearing these sayings of mine and not doing them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and struck against that house, and it caved in, and its collapse was great.”



^ (Luke 6:47-49) Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built. 49 On the other hand, whoever hears and does nothing is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The river dashed against it, and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great.”















^ ***w09 9/1 p. 14 Adam and Eve—Were They Real People?***

Consider, for example, the Jewish ancestral lists recorded in the Bible book of First Chronicles chapters 1 to 9 and in the Gospel of Luke chapter 3. These remarkably detailed genealogical records span 48 and 75 generations respectively. Luke traces the genealogy of Jesus Christ, while Chronicles records the royal and priestly ancestral lines for the nation of Israel. Both lists include the names of such well-known figures as Solomon, David, Jacob, Isaac, Abraham, Noah, and finally Adam. All the names in the two lists represent real people, and Adam was the original real person on each list.



^ (1 Chron. 1:1-9:44) Adam, Seth, Eʹnosh, 2 Keʹnan, Ma·halʹa·lel, Jaʹred, 3 Eʹnoch, Me·thuʹse·lah, Laʹmech, 4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Jaʹpheth. 5 The sons of Jaʹpheth were Goʹmer, Maʹgog, Maʹda·i, Jaʹvan, Tuʹbal, Meʹshech, and Tiʹras. 6 The sons of Goʹmer were Ashʹke·naz, Riʹphath, and To·garʹmah. 7 The sons of Jaʹvan were E·liʹshah, Tarʹshish, Kitʹtim, and Roʹda·nim. 8 The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizʹra·im, Put, and Caʹnaan. 9 The sons of Cush were Seʹba, Havʹi·lah, Sabʹtah, Raʹa·mah, and Sabʹte·ca. The sons of Raʹa·mah were Sheʹba and Deʹdan. 10 Cush became father to Nimʹrod. He was the first to become a mighty one on the earth. 11 Mizʹra·im became father to Luʹdim, Anʹa·mim, Le·haʹbim, Naph·tuʹhim, 12 Path·ruʹsim, Cas·luʹhim (from whom the Phi·lisʹtines came), and Caphʹto·rim. 13 Caʹnaan became father to Siʹdon, his firstborn, and Heth, 14 as well as the Jebʹu·site, the Amʹor·ite, the Girʹga·shite, 15 the Hiʹvite, the Arkʹite, the Siʹnite, 16 the Arʹvad·ite, the Zemʹa·rite, and the Haʹmath·ite. 17 The sons of Shem were Eʹlam, Asʹshur, Ar·pachʹshad, Lud, and Aʹram, and* Uz, Hul, Geʹther, and Mash. 18 Ar·pachʹshad became father to Sheʹlah, and Sheʹlah became father to Eʹber. 19 Two sons were born to Eʹber. The name of the one was Peʹleg,* because in his lifetime the earth* was divided. The name of his brother was Jokʹtan. 20 Jokʹtan became father to Al·moʹdad, Sheʹleph, Ha·zar·maʹveth, Jeʹrah, 21 Ha·doʹram, Uʹzal, Dikʹlah, 22 Oʹbal, A·bimʹa·el, Sheʹba, 23 Oʹphir, Havʹi·lah, and Joʹbab; all of these were the sons of Jokʹtan. 24 Shem, Ar·pachʹshad, Sheʹlah, 25 Eʹber, Peʹleg, Reʹu, 26 Seʹrug, Naʹhor, Teʹrah, 27 Aʹbram, that is, Abraham. 28 The sons of Abraham were Isaac and Ishʹma·el. 29 These are their family origins: Ishʹma·el’s firstborn Ne·baʹioth, then Keʹdar, Adʹbe·el, Mibʹsam, 30 Mishʹma, Duʹmah, Masʹsa, Haʹdad, Teʹma, 31 Jeʹtur, Naʹphish, and Kedʹe·mah. These were the sons of Ishʹma·el. 32 The sons that Ke·tuʹrah, Abraham’s concubine, gave birth to were Zimʹran, Jokʹshan, Meʹdan, Midʹi·an, Ishʹbak, and Shuʹah. The sons of Jokʹshan were Sheʹba and Deʹdan. 33 The sons of Midʹi·an were Eʹphah, Eʹpher, Haʹnoch, A·biʹda, and El·daʹah. All of these were the sons of Ke·tuʹrah. 34 Abraham became father to Isaac. The sons of Isaac were Eʹsau and Israel. 35 The sons of Eʹsau were Elʹi·phaz, Reuʹel, Jeʹush, Jaʹlam, and Korʹah. 36 The sons of Elʹi·phaz were Teʹman, Oʹmar, Zeʹpho, Gaʹtam, Keʹnaz, Timʹna, and Amʹa·lek. 37 The sons of Reuʹel were Naʹhath, Zeʹrah, Shamʹmah, and Mizʹzah. 38 The sons of Seʹir were Loʹtan, Shoʹbal, Zibʹe·on, Aʹnah, Diʹshon, Eʹzer, and Diʹshan. 39 The sons of Loʹtan were Hoʹri and Hoʹmam. Loʹtan’s sister was Timʹna. 40 The sons of Shoʹbal were Alʹvan, Manʹa·hath, Eʹbal, Sheʹpho, and Oʹnam. The sons of Zibʹe·on were Aʹiah and Aʹnah. 41 The son* of Aʹnah was Diʹshon. The sons of Diʹshon were Hemʹdan, Eshʹban, Ithʹran, and Cheʹran. 42 The sons of Eʹzer were Bilʹhan, Zaʹa·van, and Aʹkan. The sons of Diʹshan were Uz and Aʹran. 43 These are the kings who reigned in the land of Eʹdom before any king reigned over the Israelites:* Beʹla the son of Beʹor; the name of his city was Dinʹha·bah. 44 When Beʹla died, Joʹbab the son of Zeʹrah from Bozʹrah began to reign in his place. 45 When Joʹbab died, Huʹsham from the land of the Teʹman·ites began to reign in his place. 46 When Huʹsham died, Haʹdad the son of Beʹdad, who defeated Midʹi·an in the territory* of Moʹab, began to reign in his place. The name of his city was Aʹvith. 47 When Haʹdad died, Samʹlah from Mas·reʹkah began to reign in his place. 48 When Samʹlah died, Shaʹul from Re·hoʹboth by the River began to reign in his place. 49 When Shaʹul died, Baʹal-haʹnan the son of Achʹbor began to reign in his place. 50 When Baʹal-haʹnan died, Haʹdad began to reign in his place. The name of his city was Paʹu, and the name of his wife was Me·hetʹa·bel the daughter of Maʹtred, the daughter of Meʹza·hab. 51 Then Haʹdad died. The sheikhs* of Eʹdom were Sheikh Timʹna, Sheikh Alʹvah, Sheikh Jeʹtheth, 52 Sheikh O·hol·i·baʹmah, Sheikh Eʹlah, Sheikh Piʹnon, 53 Sheikh Keʹnaz, Sheikh Teʹman, Sheikh Mibʹzar, 54 Sheikh Magʹdi·el, Sheikh Iʹram. These were the sheikhs of Eʹdom. 
2 These were the sons of Israel: Reuʹben, Simʹe·on, Leʹvi, Judah, Isʹsa·char, Zebʹu·lun, 2 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphʹta·li, Gad, and Ashʹer. 3 The sons of Judah were Er, Oʹnan, and Sheʹlah. These three were born to him from Shuʹa’s daughter, the Caʹnaan·it·ess. But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was displeasing to Jehovah, so He put him to death. 4 Taʹmar, Judah’s daughter-in-law, bore to him Peʹrez and Zeʹrah. Judah had five sons in all. 5 The sons of Peʹrez were Hezʹron and Haʹmul. 6 The sons of Zeʹrah were Zimʹri, Eʹthan, Heʹman, Calʹcol, and Daʹra. There were five of them in all. 7 The son* of Carʹmi was Aʹchar,* who brought disaster* on Israel, who was unfaithful with regard to what had been devoted to destruction. 8 The son* of Eʹthan was Az·a·riʹah. 9 The sons of Hezʹron who were born to him were Je·rahʹme·el, Ram, and Che·luʹbai.* 10 Ram became father to Am·minʹa·dab. Am·minʹa·dab became father to Nahʹshon the chieftain of the descendants of Judah. 11 Nahʹshon became father to Salʹma. Salʹma became father to Boʹaz. 12 Boʹaz became father to Oʹbed. Oʹbed became father to Jesʹse. 13 Jesʹse became father to his firstborn E·liʹab, A·binʹa·dab the second, Shimʹe·a the third, 14 Ne·thanʹel the fourth, Radʹdai the fifth, 15 Oʹzem the sixth, and David the seventh. 16 Their sisters were Ze·ruʹiah and Abʹi·gail. The sons of Ze·ruʹiah were A·bishʹai, Joʹab, and Asʹa·hel, three. 17 Abʹi·gail gave birth to A·maʹsa, and the father of A·maʹsa was Jeʹther the Ishʹma·el·ite. 18 Caʹleb* the son of Hezʹron became father to sons by his wife A·zuʹbah and by Jerʹi·oth; and these were her sons: Jeʹsher, Shoʹbab, and Arʹdon. 19 When A·zuʹbah died, Caʹleb married Ephʹrath, and she bore Hur to him. 20 Hur became father to Uʹri. Uʹri became father to Bezʹal·el. 21 Afterward Hezʹron had relations with the daughter of Maʹchir the father of Gilʹe·ad. He married her when he was 60 years old, and she bore Seʹgub to him. 22 Seʹgub became father to Jaʹir, who had 23 cities in the land of Gilʹe·ad. 23 Later Geshʹur and Syria took Havʹvoth-jaʹir from them, along with Keʹnath and its dependent* towns, 60 cities. All of these were the descendants of Maʹchir the father of Gilʹe·ad. 24 After the death of Hezʹron in Caʹleb-ephʹra·thah, A·biʹjah the wife of Hezʹron bore him Ashʹhur the father of Te·koʹa. 25 The sons of Je·rahʹme·el the firstborn of Hezʹron were Ram the firstborn, Buʹnah, Oʹren, Oʹzem, and A·hiʹjah. 26 Je·rahʹme·el had another wife, whose name was Atʹa·rah. She was the mother of Oʹnam. 27 The sons of Ram the firstborn of Je·rahʹme·el were Maʹaz, Jaʹmin, and Eʹker. 28 The sons of Oʹnam were Shamʹmai and Jaʹda. The sons of Shamʹmai were Naʹdab and A·biʹshur. 29 The name of A·biʹshur’s wife was Abʹi·ha·il, who bore him Ahʹban and Moʹlid. 30 The sons of Naʹdab were Seʹled and Apʹpa·im. But Seʹled died without sons. 31 The son* of Apʹpa·im was Ishʹi. And the son* of Ishʹi was Sheʹshan, and the son* of Sheʹshan, Ahʹlai. 32 The sons of Jaʹda the brother of Shamʹmai were Jeʹther and Jonʹa·than. But Jeʹther died without sons. 33 The sons of Jonʹa·than were Peʹleth and Zaʹza. These were the descendants of Je·rahʹme·el. 34 Sheʹshan had no sons, only daughters. Now Sheʹshan had an Egyptian servant whose name was Jarʹha. 35 Sheʹshan gave his daughter to be the wife of his servant Jarʹha, and she bore him Atʹtai. 36 Atʹtai became father to Nathan. Nathan became father to Zaʹbad. 37 Zaʹbad became father to Ephʹlal. Ephʹlal became father to Oʹbed. 38 Oʹbed became father to Jeʹhu. Jeʹhu became father to Az·a·riʹah. 39 Az·a·riʹah became father to Heʹlez. Heʹlez became father to El·e·aʹsah. 40 El·e·aʹsah became father to Sisʹmai. Sisʹmai became father to Shalʹlum. 41 Shalʹlum became father to Jek·a·miʹah. Jek·a·miʹah became father to E·lishʹa·ma. 42 The sons of Caʹleb* the brother of Je·rahʹme·el were Meʹsha his firstborn, who was the father of Ziph, and the sons of Ma·reʹshah the father of Hebʹron. 43 The sons of Hebʹron were Korʹah, Tapʹpu·ah, Reʹkem, and Sheʹma. 44 Sheʹma became father to Raʹham the father of Jorʹke·am. Reʹkem became father to Shamʹmai. 45 The son of Shamʹmai was Maʹon. Maʹon was the father of Beth-zur. 46 Caʹleb’s concubine Eʹphah gave birth to Haʹran, Moʹza, and Gaʹzez. Haʹran became father to Gaʹzez. 47 The sons of Jahʹdai were Reʹgem, Joʹtham, Geʹshan, Pelʹet, Eʹphah, and Shaʹaph. 48 Caʹleb’s concubine Maʹa·cah gave birth to Sheʹber and Tirʹha·nah. 49 In time she bore Shaʹaph the father of Mad·manʹnah and Sheʹva the father of Mach·beʹnah and Gibʹe·a. Caʹleb’s daughter was Achʹsah. 50 These were the descendants of Caʹleb. The sons of Hur the firstborn of Ephʹra·thah were Shoʹbal the father of Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim, 51 Salʹma the father of Bethʹle·hem, and Haʹreph the father of Beth-gaʹder. 52 Shoʹbal the father of Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim had sons: Ha·roʹeh and half of the Me·nuʹhoth. 53 The families of Kirʹi·ath-jeʹa·rim were the Ithʹrites, the Puʹthites, the Shuʹmath·ites, and the Mishʹra·ites. It was from these that the Zoʹrath·ites and the Eshʹta·ol·ites came. 54 The sons of Salʹma were Bethʹle·hem, the Ne·tophʹa·thites, Atʹroth-beth-joʹab, half of the Man·a·haʹthites, and the Zorʹites. 55 The families of the scribes dwelling at Jaʹbez were the Tiʹrath·ites, the Shimʹe·ath·ites, and the Suʹcath·ites. These were the Kenʹites who came from Hamʹmath the father of the house of Reʹchab. 
3 These were the sons of David who were born to him in Hebʹron: the firstborn Amʹnon, whose mother was A·hinʹo·am of Jezʹre·el; the second, Daniel, whose mother was Abʹi·gail the Carʹmel·ite; 2 the third, Abʹsa·lom the son of Maʹa·cah the daughter of Talʹmai the king of Geshʹur; the fourth, Ad·o·niʹjah the son of Hagʹgith; 3 the fifth, Sheph·a·tiʹah, whose mother was A·biʹtal; and the sixth, Ithʹre·am, whose mother was David’s wife Egʹlah. 4 These six were born to him in Hebʹron; he reigned there for 7 years and 6 months, and for 33 years he reigned in Jerusalem. 5 These were born to him in Jerusalem: Shimʹe·a, Shoʹbab, Nathan, and Solʹo·mon; the mother of these four was Bath-sheʹba the daughter of Amʹmi·el. 6 And nine other sons were Ibʹhar, E·lishʹa·ma, E·liphʹe·let, 7 Noʹgah, Neʹpheg, Ja·phiʹa, 8 E·lishʹa·ma, E·liʹa·da, and E·liphʹe·let. 9 All of these were the sons of David, besides the sons of the concubines, and Taʹmar was their sister. 10 The son of Solʹo·mon was Re·ho·boʹam; A·biʹjah was his son, Aʹsa his son, Je·hoshʹa·phat his son, 11 Je·hoʹram his son, A·ha·ziʹah his son, Je·hoʹash his son, 12 Am·a·ziʹah his son, Az·a·riʹah his son, Joʹtham his son, 13 Aʹhaz his son, Hez·e·kiʹah his son, Ma·nasʹseh his son, 14 Aʹmon his son, Jo·siʹah his son. 15 The sons of Jo·siʹah were the firstborn, Jo·haʹnan, the second, Je·hoiʹa·kim, the third, Zed·e·kiʹah, the fourth, Shalʹlum. 16 The sons of Je·hoiʹa·kim were Jec·o·niʹah his son and Zed·e·kiʹah his son. 17 The sons of Jec·o·niʹah the prisoner were She·alʹti·el, 18 Mal·chiʹram, Pe·daiʹah, She·nazʹzar, Jek·a·miʹah, Hoshʹa·ma, and Ned·a·biʹah. 19 The sons of Pe·daiʹah were Ze·rubʹba·bel and Shimʹe·i; and the sons of Ze·rubʹba·bel were Me·shulʹlam and Han·a·niʹah (and She·loʹmith was their sister); 20 and five other sons were Ha·shuʹbah, Oʹhel, Ber·e·chiʹah, Has·a·diʹah, and Juʹshab-heʹsed. 21 And the sons of Han·a·niʹah were Pel·a·tiʹah and Je·shaʹiah; the son* of Je·shaʹiah was Re·phaʹiah; the son* of Re·phaʹiah was Arʹnan; the son* of Arʹnan was O·ba·diʹah; the son* of O·ba·diʹah was Shec·a·niʹah; 22 and the sons of Shec·a·niʹah were She·maiʹah and the sons of She·maiʹah: Hatʹtush, Iʹgal, Ba·riʹah, Ne·a·riʹah, and Shaʹphat—six in all. 23 And the sons of Ne·a·riʹah were Eli·o·eʹnai, Hiz·kiʹah, and Az·riʹkam, three. 24 And the sons of Eli·o·eʹnai were Hod·a·viʹah, E·liʹa·shib, Pe·laʹiah, Akʹkub, Jo·haʹnan, De·laʹiah, and A·naʹni, seven. 
4 The sons of Judah were Peʹrez, Hezʹron, Carʹmi, Hur, and Shoʹbal. 2 Re·aʹiah the son of Shoʹbal became father to Jaʹhath; Jaʹhath became father to A·huʹmai and Laʹhad. These were the families of the Zoʹrath·ites. 3 These were the sons of the father of Eʹtam: Jezʹre·el, Ishʹma, and Idʹbash (and the name of their sister was Haz·ze·lel·poʹni), 4 and Pe·nuʹel was the father of Geʹdor, and Eʹzer was the father of Huʹshah. These were the sons of Hur, the firstborn of Ephʹra·thah and the father of Bethʹle·hem. 5 Ashʹhur the father of Te·koʹa had two wives, Heʹlah and Naʹa·rah. 6 Naʹa·rah bore to him A·huzʹzam, Heʹpher, Teʹme·ni, and Ha·a·hashʹta·ri. These were the sons of Naʹa·rah. 7 And the sons of Heʹlah were Zeʹreth, Izʹhar, and Ethʹnan. 8 Koz became father to Aʹnub, Zo·beʹbah, and the families of A·harʹhel the son of Haʹrum. 9 Jaʹbez was more honorable than his brothers; and his mother named him Jaʹbez,* saying: “I gave birth to him in pain.” 10 Jaʹbez called on the God of Israel, saying: “O that you would bless me and enlarge my territory and let your hand be with me and preserve me from calamity, so that it may bring no harm to me!” So God brought about what he had asked for. 11 Cheʹlub the brother of Shuʹhah became father to Meʹhir, who was the father of Eshʹton. 12 Eshʹton became father to Beth-raʹpha, Pa·seʹah, and Te·hinʹnah, the father of Ir-naʹhash. These were the men of Reʹcah. 13 And the sons of Keʹnaz were Othʹni·el and Se·raiʹah, and the son* of Othʹni·el was Haʹthath. 14 Me·oʹno·thai became father to Ophʹrah. Se·raiʹah became father to Joʹab the father of Ge-harʹa·shim,* so called because they were craftsmen. 15 The sons of Caʹleb the son of Je·phunʹneh were Iʹru, Eʹlah, and Naʹam; and the son* of Eʹlah was Keʹnaz. 16 The sons of Je·halʹle·lel were Ziph, Ziʹphah, Tirʹi·a, and Asʹa·rel. 17 The sons of Ezʹrah were Jeʹther, Meʹred, Eʹpher, and Jaʹlon; she* conceived and bore Mirʹi·am, Shamʹmai, and Ishʹbah the father of Esh·te·moʹa. 18 (And his Jewish wife gave birth to Jeʹred the father of Geʹdor, Heʹber the father of Soʹco, and Je·kuʹthi·el the father of Za·noʹah.) These were the sons of Bi·thiʹah, the daughter of Pharʹaoh, whom Meʹred married. 19 The sons of Ho·diʹah’s wife, the sister of Naʹham, were the fathers of Keiʹlah the Garʹmite and Esh·te·moʹa the Ma·acʹa·thite. 20 And the sons of Shiʹmon were Amʹnon, Rinʹnah, Ben-haʹnan, and Tiʹlon. And the sons of Ishʹi were Zoʹheth and Ben-zoʹheth. 21 The sons of Sheʹlah the son of Judah were Er the father of Leʹcah, Laʹa·dah the father of Ma·reʹshah, and the families of the workers of fine fabric of the house of Ash·beʹa, 22 and Joʹkim, the men of Co·zeʹba, Joʹash, and Saʹraph, who became husbands of Moʹab·ite women, and Jashʹu·bi-leʹhem. These records are ancient.* 23 They were potters who lived in Ne·taʹim and Ge·deʹrah. They lived there and worked for the king. 24 The sons of Simʹe·on were Nemʹu·el, Jaʹmin, Jaʹrib, Zeʹrah, and Shaʹul. 25 Shalʹlum was his son, Mibʹsam his son, and Mishʹma his son. 26 And the sons of Mishʹma were Hamʹmu·el his son, Zacʹcur his son, Shimʹe·i his son. 27 And Shimʹe·i had 16 sons and 6 daughters; but his brothers did not have many sons, and none of their families had as many as the men of Judah had. 28 They lived in Beʹer-sheʹba, Mo·laʹdah, Haʹzar-shuʹal, 29 Bilʹhah, Eʹzem, Toʹlad, 30 Be·thuʹel, Horʹmah, Zikʹlag, 31 Beth-marʹca·both, Haʹzar-suʹsim, Beth-birʹi, and Shaʹa·raʹim. These were their cities until the reign of David. 32 Their settlements were Eʹtam, Aʹin, Rimʹmon, Toʹchen, and Aʹshan, five cities, 33 along with their settlements that were all around these cities as far as Baʹal. These were their genealogical enrollments and the places where they lived. 34 And Me·shoʹbab, Jamʹlech, Joʹshah the son of Am·a·ziʹah, 35 Joel, Jeʹhu son of Josh·i·biʹah son of Se·raiʹah son of Asʹi·el, 36 and Eli·o·eʹnai, Ja·a·koʹbah, Jesh·o·haiʹah, A·saiʹah, Adʹi·el, Je·simʹi·el, Be·naiʹah, 37 and Ziʹza son of Shiʹphi son of Alʹlon son of Je·daʹiah son of Shimʹri son of She·maiʹah; 38 these mentioned by name were the chieftains among their families, and the household of their forefathers increased in number. 39 And they went to the entrance of Geʹdor, to the east side of the valley, to look for pastures for their flocks. 40 They eventually found rich and good pastures, and the land was spacious, quiet, and undisturbed. Those who previously lived there were Hamʹites. 41 These whose names are listed came during the days of King Hez·e·kiʹah of Judah and struck down the tents of the Hamʹites and the Me·uʹnim who were there. They devoted them to destruction down to this day; and they settled in their place because there were pastures for their flocks there. 42 Some of the Simʹe·on·ites, 500 men, went to Mount Seʹir with Pel·a·tiʹah, Ne·a·riʹah, Re·phaʹiah, and Uzʹzi·el, the sons of Ishʹi who led them. 43 And they struck down the rest of the A·malʹek·ites who had escaped, and they have lived there down to this day. 
5 These are the sons of Reuʹben, Israel’s firstborn. He was the firstborn, but because he defiled* the bed of his father, his right as firstborn was given to the sons of Joseph the son of Israel, so he was not enrolled genealogically for the right of the firstborn. 2 Though Judah was superior to his brothers and from him came the one to be the leader, the right as firstborn belonged to Joseph. 3 The sons of Reuʹben the firstborn of Israel were Haʹnoch, Palʹlu, Hezʹron, and Carʹmi. 4 The sons of Joel were She·maiʹah his son, Gog his son, Shimʹe·i his son, 5 Miʹcah his son, Re·aʹiah his son, Baʹal his son, 6 and Be·erʹah his son, whom King Tilʹgath-pil·neʹser of As·syrʹi·a took into exile; he was a chieftain of the Reuʹben·ites. 7 His brothers by their families in the genealogical enrollment by their descendants were, as the head, Je·iʹel, Zech·a·riʹah, 8 and Beʹla son of Aʹzaz son of Sheʹma son of Joel, who lived in A·roʹer and as far as Neʹbo and Baʹal-meʹon. 9 To the east he settled as far as the beginning of the wilderness at the Eu·phraʹtes River, for their livestock had become numerous in the land of Gilʹe·ad. 10 In the days of Saul, they waged war against the Hagʹrites, who were defeated before them, so they dwelled in their tents throughout all the territory east of Gilʹe·ad. 11 Now the descendants of Gad lived next to them in the land of Baʹshan as far as Salʹe·cah. 12 Joel was the head, Shaʹpham the second, and Jaʹnai and Shaʹphat in Baʹshan. 13 And their brothers belonging to their paternal houses were Miʹcha·el, Me·shulʹlam, Sheʹba, Joʹrai, Jaʹcan, Ziʹa, and Eʹber, seven in all. 14 These were the sons of Abʹi·ha·il son of Huʹri son of Ja·roʹah son of Gilʹe·ad son of Miʹcha·el son of Je·shishʹai son of Jahʹdo son of Buz. 15 Aʹhi son of Abʹdi·el son of Guʹni was head of their paternal house. 16 They lived in Gilʹe·ad, in Baʹshan and its dependent* towns, and in all the pastures of Sharʹon as far as they extended. 17 They were all enrolled genealogically in the days of King Joʹtham of Judah and in the days of King Jer·o·boʹam* of Israel. 18 The Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh had 44,760 mighty warriors in their army who carried shields and swords and were armed with bows,* and they were trained in war. 19 They waged war against the Hagʹrites, Jeʹtur, Naʹphish, and Noʹdab. 20 And they were helped in fighting them, so that the Hagʹrites and all who were with them were given into their hand, for they called to God for help in the war, and he responded to their entreaty because they trusted in him. 21 They captured their livestock—50,000 camels, 250,000 sheep, and 2,000 donkeys—as well as 100,000 people.* 22 Many had fallen slain, because the war was waged by the true God. And they lived in their place until the time of the exile. 23 The descendants of the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh lived in the land from Baʹshan to Baʹal-herʹmon and Seʹnir and Mount Herʹmon. They were numerous. 24 These were the heads of their paternal houses: Eʹpher, Ishʹi, Eʹli·el, Azʹri·el, Jeremiah, Hod·a·viʹah, and Jahʹdi·el; they were mighty warriors, men of fame, and heads of their paternal houses. 25 But they acted unfaithfully toward the God of their forefathers and prostituted themselves to the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had annihilated from before them. 26 So the God of Israel stirred up the spirit of King Pul of As·syrʹi·a (that is, King Tilʹgath-pil·neʹser of As·syrʹi·a) so that he took into exile those of the Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh and brought them to Haʹlah, Haʹbor, Haʹra, and the river Goʹzan, where they are until this day. 
6 The sons of Leʹvi were Gerʹshon, Koʹhath, and Me·rarʹi. 2 The sons of Koʹhath were Amʹram, Izʹhar, Hebʹron, and Uzʹzi·el. 3 The children* of Amʹram were Aaron, Moses, and also Mirʹi·am. And the sons of Aaron were Naʹdab, A·biʹhu, El·e·aʹzar, and Ithʹa·mar. 4 El·e·aʹzar became father to Phinʹe·has; Phinʹe·has became father to Ab·i·shuʹa. 5 Ab·i·shuʹa became father to Bukʹki; Bukʹki became father to Uzʹzi. 6 Uzʹzi became father to Zer·a·hiʹah; Zer·a·hiʹah became father to Me·raʹioth. 7 Me·raʹioth became father to Am·a·riʹah; Am·a·riʹah became father to A·hiʹtub. 8 A·hiʹtub became father to Zaʹdok; Zaʹdok became father to A·himʹa·az. 9 A·himʹa·az became father to Az·a·riʹah; Az·a·riʹah became father to Jo·haʹnan. 10 Jo·haʹnan became father to Az·a·riʹah. He served as priest in the house that Solʹo·mon built in Jerusalem. 11 Az·a·riʹah became father to Am·a·riʹah; Am·a·riʹah became father to A·hiʹtub. 12 A·hiʹtub became father to Zaʹdok; Zaʹdok became father to Shalʹlum. 13 Shalʹlum became father to Hil·kiʹah; Hil·kiʹah became father to Az·a·riʹah. 14 Az·a·riʹah became father to Se·raiʹah; Se·raiʹah became father to Je·hozʹa·dak. 15 And Je·hozʹa·dak went into exile when Jehovah took Judah and Jerusalem into exile by the hand of Neb·u·chad·nezʹzar. 16 The sons of Leʹvi were Gerʹshom,* Koʹhath, and Me·rarʹi. 17 These are the names of the sons of Gerʹshom: Libʹni and Shimʹe·i. 18 The sons of Koʹhath were Amʹram, Izʹhar, Hebʹron, and Uzʹzi·el. 19 The sons of Me·rarʹi were Mahʹli and Muʹshi. These were the families of the Levites by their forefathers: 20 Of Gerʹshom, Libʹni his son, Jaʹhath his son, Zimʹmah his son, 21 Joʹah his son, Idʹdo his son, Zeʹrah his son, Je·athʹe·rai his son. 22 The sons* of Koʹhath were Am·minʹa·dab his son, Korʹah his son, Asʹsir his son, 23 El·kaʹnah his son, E·biʹa·saph his son, Asʹsir his son, 24 Taʹhath his son, U·riʹel his son, Uz·ziʹah his son, and Shaʹul his son. 25 The sons of El·kaʹnah were A·maʹsai and A·hiʹmoth. 26 As for El·kaʹnah, the sons of El·kaʹnah were Zoʹphai his son, Naʹhath his son, 27 E·liʹab his son, Je·roʹham his son, El·kaʹnah his son. 28 The sons of Samuel were Joel the firstborn and A·biʹjah the second. 29 The sons* of Me·rarʹi were Mahʹli, Libʹni his son, Shimʹe·i his son, Uzʹzah his son, 30 Shimʹe·a his son, Hag·giʹah his son, and A·saiʹah his son. 31 These were the ones whom David appointed to direct the singing at the house of Jehovah after the Ark came to rest there. 32 They were responsible for the singing at the tabernacle of the tent of meeting until Solʹo·mon built the house of Jehovah in Jerusalem, and they carried out their service as prescribed for them. 33 These are the men who served with their sons: Of the Koʹhath·ites, Heʹman the singer, son of Joel son of Samuel 34 son of El·kaʹnah son of Je·roʹham son of Eʹli·el son of Toʹah 35 son of Zuph son of El·kaʹnah son of Maʹhath son of A·maʹsai 36 son of El·kaʹnah son of Joel son of Az·a·riʹah son of Zeph·a·niʹah 37 son of Taʹhath son of Asʹsir son of E·biʹa·saph son of Korʹah 38 son of Izʹhar son of Koʹhath son of Leʹvi son of Israel. 39 His brother Aʹsaph stood at his right hand; Aʹsaph was son of Ber·e·chiʹah son of Shimʹe·a 40 son of Miʹcha·el son of Ba·a·seʹiah son of Mal·chiʹjah 41 son of Ethʹni son of Zeʹrah son of A·daiʹah 42 son of Eʹthan son of Zimʹmah son of Shimʹe·i 43 son of Jaʹhath son of Gerʹshom son of Leʹvi. 44 The descendants of Me·rarʹi their brothers were at the left hand; there was Eʹthan son of Kishʹi son of Abʹdi son of Malʹluch 45 son of Hash·a·biʹah son of Am·a·ziʹah son of Hil·kiʹah 46 son of Amʹzi son of Baʹni son of Sheʹmer 47 son of Mahʹli son of Muʹshi son of Me·rarʹi son of Leʹvi. 48 Their brothers the Levites were appointed* for all the service of the tabernacle, the house of the true God. 49 Aaron and his sons made the sacrifices smoke on the altar of burnt offering and on the altar of incense, performing the duties connected with the most holy things, to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of the true God had commanded. 50 These were the descendants of Aaron: El·e·aʹzar his son, Phinʹe·has his son, Ab·i·shuʹa his son, 51 Bukʹki his son, Uzʹzi his son, Zer·a·hiʹah his son, 52 Me·raʹioth his son, Am·a·riʹah his son, A·hiʹtub his son, 53 Zaʹdok his son, and A·himʹa·az his son. 54 These were their settlements by their encampments* in their territory: for the descendants of Aaron belonging to the family of the Koʹhath·ites, as the first lot fell to them, 55 they gave them Hebʹron in the land of Judah, with its surrounding pastures. 56 But the field of the city and its settlements they gave to Caʹleb the son of Je·phunʹneh. 57 And to the descendants of Aaron they gave the cities* of refuge, Hebʹron, also Libʹnah with its pastures, Jatʹtir, Esh·te·moʹa with its pastures, 58 Hiʹlen with its pastures, Deʹbir with its pastures, 59 Aʹshan with its pastures, and Beth-sheʹmesh with its pastures; 60 and from the tribe of Benjamin, Geʹba with its pastures, Alʹe·meth with its pastures, and Anʹa·thoth with its pastures. All their cities for their families were 13 cities. 61 To the rest of the Koʹhath·ites, there were allotted* ten cities, from the family of the tribe, from the half tribe, the half of Ma·nasʹseh. 62 To the Gerʹshom·ites by their families they assigned 13 cities from the tribe of Isʹsa·char, the tribe of Ashʹer, the tribe of Naphʹta·li, and the tribe of Ma·nasʹseh in Baʹshan. 63 To the Me·rarʹites by their families they assigned by lot 12 cities from the tribe of Reuʹben, the tribe of Gad, and the tribe of Zebʹu·lun. 64 Thus the Israelites gave the Levites these cities with their pastures. 65 Furthermore, they assigned by lot these cities from the tribe of Judah, the tribe of Simʹe·on, and the tribe of Benjamin, which are mentioned by their names. 66 Some of the Koʹhath·ite families had cities from the tribe of Eʹphra·im as their territory. 67 They gave them the cities* of refuge, Sheʹchem with its pastures in the mountainous region of Eʹphra·im, Geʹzer with its pastures, 68 Jokʹme·am with its pastures, Beth-hoʹron with its pastures, 69 Aiʹja·lon with its pastures, and Gath-rimʹmon with its pastures; 70 and from half of the tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, Aʹner with its pastures and Bilʹe·am with its pastures, to the rest of the families of the Koʹhath·ites. 71 To the Gerʹshom·ites they assigned from the family of the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh, Goʹlan in Baʹshan with its pastures and Ashʹta·roth with its pastures; 72 and from the tribe of Isʹsa·char, Keʹdesh with its pastures, Dabʹe·rath with its pastures, 73 Raʹmoth with its pastures, and Aʹnem with its pastures; 74 and from the tribe of Ashʹer, Maʹshal with its pastures, Abʹdon with its pastures, 75 Huʹkok with its pastures, and Reʹhob with its pastures; 76 and from the tribe of Naphʹta·li, Keʹdesh in Galʹi·lee with its pastures, Hamʹmon with its pastures, and Kir·i·a·thaʹim with its pastures. 77 To the rest of the Me·rarʹites they assigned from the tribe of Zebʹu·lun, Rimʹmo·no with its pastures, Taʹbor with its pastures; 78 and in the region of the Jordan at Jerʹi·cho, to the east of the Jordan, from the tribe of Reuʹben, they were given Beʹzer in the wilderness with its pastures, Jaʹhaz with its pastures, 79 Kedʹe·moth with its pastures, and Mephʹa·ath with its pastures; 80 and from the tribe of Gad, Raʹmoth in Gilʹe·ad with its pastures, Ma·ha·naʹim with its pastures, 81 Heshʹbon with its pastures, and Jaʹzer with its pastures. 
7 Now the sons of Isʹsa·char were Toʹla, Puʹah, Jaʹshub, and Shimʹron—four. 2 And the sons of Toʹla were Uzʹzi, Re·phaʹiah, Jeʹri·el, Jahʹmai, Ibʹsam, and She·muʹel, the heads of their paternal houses. Descended from Toʹla were mighty warriors, whose number in the days of David was 22,600. 3 And the descendants* of Uzʹzi were Iz·ra·hiʹah and the sons of Iz·ra·hiʹah: Miʹcha·el, O·ba·diʹah, Joel, and Is·shiʹah—all five of them were chiefs.* 4 And with them by their descendants, according to their paternal houses, there were 36,000 soldiers in their army available for war, for they had many wives and sons. 5 And their brothers of all the families of Isʹsa·char were mighty warriors, 87,000 as listed in the genealogical enrollment. 6 The sons of Benjamin were Beʹla, Beʹcher, and Je·diʹa·el—three. 7 And the sons of Beʹla were Ezʹbon, Uzʹzi, Uzʹzi·el, Jerʹi·moth, and Iʹri—five—heads of their paternal houses, mighty warriors, and 22,034 were in their genealogical enrollment. 8 And the sons of Beʹcher were Ze·miʹrah, Joʹash, E·li·eʹzer, Eli·o·eʹnai, Omʹri, Jerʹe·moth, A·biʹjah, Anʹa·thoth, and Alʹe·meth—all of these were the sons of Beʹcher. 9 Their genealogical enrollment by their descendants as respects the heads of their paternal houses was 20,200 mighty warriors. 10 And the sons of Je·diʹa·el were Bilʹhan and the sons of Bilʹhan: Jeʹush, Benjamin, Eʹhud, Che·naʹa·nah, Zeʹthan, Tarʹshish, and A·hishʹa·har. 11 All of these were the sons of Je·diʹa·el, according to the heads of their forefathers, 17,200 mighty warriors ready to go out to the army for war. 12 The Shupʹpim and the Hupʹpim were the sons of Ir; the Huʹshim were the sons of Aʹher. 13 The sons of Naphʹta·li were Jahʹzi·el, Guʹni, Jeʹzer, and Shalʹlum—descendants* of Bilʹhah. 14 The sons of Ma·nasʹseh: Asʹri·el, whom his Syrian concubine bore. (She bore Maʹchir the father of Gilʹe·ad. 15 Maʹchir took a wife for Hupʹpim and for Shupʹpim, and the name of his sister was Maʹa·cah.) The name of the second was Ze·loʹphe·had, but Ze·loʹphe·had had daughters. 16 Maʹa·cah, Maʹchir’s wife, bore a son and named him Peʹresh; and the name of his brother was Sheʹresh; and his sons were Uʹlam and Reʹkem. 17 And the son* of Uʹlam was Beʹdan. These were the sons of Gilʹe·ad son of Maʹchir son of Ma·nasʹseh. 18 And his sister was Ham·moʹle·cheth. She gave birth to Ishʹhod, Abi-eʹzer, and Mahʹlah. 19 And the sons of She·miʹda were A·hiʹan, Sheʹchem, Likʹhi, and A·niʹam. 20 The sons of Eʹphra·im were Shuʹthe·lah, Beʹred his son, Taʹhath his son, E·le·aʹdah his son, Taʹhath his son, 21 Zaʹbad his son, Shuʹthe·lah his son, Eʹzer, and Eʹle·ad. The men of Gath who were born in the land killed them because they went down to take their livestock. 22 Eʹphra·im their father carried on mourning for many days, and his brothers kept coming in to comfort him. 23 Afterward he had relations with his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. But he named him Be·riʹah* because it was with calamity that she was in his house. 24 And his daughter was Sheʹe·rah, who built Lower and Upper Beth-hoʹron and Uzʹzen-sheʹe·rah. 25 And there was Reʹphah his son, Reʹsheph, Teʹlah his son, Taʹhan his son, 26 Laʹdan his son, Am·miʹhud his son, E·lishʹa·ma his son, 27 Nun his son, and Joshua* his son. 28 Their possession and their settlements were Bethʹel and its dependent* towns, and to the east Naʹa·ran, and to the west Geʹzer and its dependent towns, and Sheʹchem and its dependent towns, as far as Ayʹyah* and its dependent towns; 29 and next to the descendants of Ma·nasʹseh, Beth-sheʹan and its dependent towns, Taʹa·nach and its dependent towns, Me·gidʹdo and its dependent towns, and Dor and its dependent towns. In these the descendants of Joseph the son of Israel lived. 30 The sons of Ashʹer were Imʹnah, Ishʹvah, Ishʹvi, and Be·riʹah, and their sister was Seʹrah. 31 The sons of Be·riʹah were Heʹber and Malʹchi·el, who was the father of Birʹza·ith. 32 Heʹber became father to Japhʹlet, Shoʹmer, and Hoʹtham, and to Shuʹa their sister. 33 The sons of Japhʹlet were Paʹsach, Bimʹhal, and Ashʹvath. These were the sons of Japhʹlet. 34 The sons of Sheʹmer* were Aʹhi, Rohʹgah, Je·hubʹbah, and Aʹram. 35 The sons of Heʹlem* his brother were Zoʹphah, Imʹna, Sheʹlesh, and Aʹmal. 36 The sons of Zoʹphah were Suʹah, Harʹne·pher, Shuʹal, Beʹri, Imʹrah, 37 Beʹzer, Hod, Shamʹma, Shilʹshah, Ithʹran, and Be·eʹra. 38 The sons of Jeʹther were Je·phunʹneh, Pisʹpah, and Aʹra. 39 The sons of Ulʹla were Aʹrah, Hanʹni·el, and Ri·ziʹa. 40 All of these were the sons of Ashʹer, heads of their paternal houses, select, mighty warriors, heads of the chieftains; and their number listed in the genealogical enrollment was 26,000 men in the army available for war. 
8 Benjamin became father to Beʹla his firstborn, Ashʹbel the second, A·harʹah the third, 2 Noʹhah the fourth, and Raʹpha the fifth. 3 Beʹla’s sons were Adʹdar, Geʹra, A·biʹhud, 4 Ab·i·shuʹa, Naʹa·man, A·hoʹah, 5 Geʹra, She·phuʹphan, and Huʹram. 6 These were the sons of Eʹhud, the heads of the paternal houses of the inhabitants of Geʹba, who were taken into exile to Manʹa·hath: 7 Naʹa·man, A·hiʹjah, and Geʹra—he was the one who took them into exile and he became father to Uzʹza and A·hiʹhud. 8 Sha·ha·raʹim became father to children in the territory* of Moʹab after he sent them away. Huʹshim and Baʹa·ra were his wives.* 9 And by his wife Hoʹdesh, he became father to Joʹbab, Zibʹi·a, Meʹsha, Malʹcam, 10 Jeʹuz, Sa·chiʹa, and Mirʹmah. These were his sons, heads of the paternal houses. 11 By Huʹshim he became father to A·biʹtub and El·paʹal. 12 And the sons of El·paʹal were Eʹber, Miʹsham, Sheʹmed (who built Oʹno and Lod and its dependent* towns), 13 Be·riʹah, and Sheʹma. These were heads of the paternal houses of the inhabitants of Aiʹja·lon. These drove out the inhabitants of Gath. 14 And there were A·hiʹo, Shaʹshak, Jerʹe·moth, 15 Zeb·a·diʹah, Aʹrad, Eʹder, 16 Miʹcha·el, Ishʹpah, Joʹha, the sons of Be·riʹah; 17 and Zeb·a·diʹah, Me·shulʹlam, Hizʹki, Heʹber, 18 Ishʹme·rai, Iz·liʹah, Joʹbab, the sons of El·paʹal; 19 and Jaʹkim, Zichʹri, Zabʹdi, 20 E·li·eʹnai, Zilʹle·thai, Eʹli·el, 21 A·daiʹah, Be·raʹiah, Shimʹrath, the sons of Shimʹe·i; 22 and Ishʹpan, Eʹber, Eʹli·el, 23 Abʹdon, Zichʹri, Haʹnan, 24 Han·a·niʹah, Eʹlam, An·tho·thiʹjah, 25 Iph·deʹiah, Pe·nuʹel, the sons of Shaʹshak; 26 and Shamʹshe·rai, She·ha·riʹah, Ath·a·liʹah, 27 Ja·a·re·shiʹah, E·liʹjah, Zichʹri, the sons of Je·roʹham. 28 These were heads of the paternal houses by their descendants. These headmen lived in Jerusalem. 29 The father of Gibʹe·on, Je·iʹel, lived in Gibʹe·on. His wife’s name was Maʹa·cah. 30 And his firstborn son was Abʹdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baʹal, Naʹdab, 31 Geʹdor, A·hiʹo, and Zeʹcher. 32 Mikʹloth became father to Shimʹe·ah. And they all lived near their brothers in Jerusalem, along with their other brothers. 33 Ner became father to Kish; Kish became father to Saul; Saul became father to Jonʹa·than, Malʹchi-shuʹa, A·binʹa·dab, and Esh·baʹal.* 34 And Jonʹa·than’s son was Merʹib-baʹal.* Merʹib-baʹal became father to Miʹcah. 35 And the sons of Miʹcah were Piʹthon, Melʹech, Ta·reʹa, and Aʹhaz. 36 Aʹhaz became father to Je·hoʹad·dah; Je·hoʹad·dah became father to Alʹe·meth, Azʹma·veth, and Zimʹri. Zimʹri became father to Moʹza. 37 Moʹza became father to Binʹe·a, Raʹphah his son, El·e·aʹsah his son, Aʹzel his son. 38 Aʹzel had six sons, and their names were Az·riʹkam, Boʹche·ru, Ishʹma·el, She·a·riʹah, O·ba·diʹah, and Haʹnan. All of these were the sons of Aʹzel. 39 And the sons of his brother Eʹshek were Uʹlam his firstborn, Jeʹush the second, and E·liphʹe·let the third. 40 And the sons of Uʹlam were mighty warriors who could handle* the bow, and they had many sons and grandsons, numbering 150. All of these were descendants of Benjamin. 
9 All the Israelites were enrolled genealogically, and they are written in the Book of the Kings of Israel. And Judah was taken into exile to Babylon for its unfaithfulness. 2 The first inhabitants to return to their possession in their cities were some Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the temple servants.* 3 And some of the descendants of Judah, of Benjamin, of Eʹphra·im, and of Ma·nasʹseh settled in Jerusalem: 4 Uʹthai son of Am·miʹhud son of Omʹri son of Imʹri son of Baʹni, of the descendants of Peʹrez son of Judah. 5 And of the Shiʹlo·nites, A·saiʹah the firstborn and his sons. 6 And of the sons of Zeʹrah, Je·uʹel and 690 of their brothers. 7 And of the descendants of Benjamin, Salʹlu son of Me·shulʹlam son of Hod·a·viʹah son of Has·se·nuʹah, 8 Ib·neʹiah son of Je·roʹham, Eʹlah son of Uzʹzi son of Michʹri, and Me·shulʹlam son of Sheph·a·tiʹah son of Reuʹel son of Ib·niʹjah. 9 And their brothers by line of descent were 956. All these men were heads of their paternal houses.* 10 And of the priests, there were Je·daʹiah, Je·hoiʹa·rib, Jaʹchin, 11 Az·a·riʹah son of Hil·kiʹah son of Me·shulʹlam son of Zaʹdok son of Me·raʹioth son of A·hiʹtub, a leader of the house* of the true God, 12 A·daiʹah son of Je·roʹham son of Pashʹhur son of Mal·chiʹjah, Maʹa·sai son of Adʹi·el son of Jahʹze·rah son of Me·shulʹlam son of Me·shilʹle·mith son of Imʹmer, 13 and their brothers, heads of the paternal houses, 1,760 mighty, capable men available for the service of the house of the true God. 14 And of the Levites, there were She·maiʹah son of Hasʹshub son of Az·riʹkam son of Hash·a·biʹah from the descendants of Me·rarʹi; 15 and Bak·bakʹkar, Heʹresh, Gaʹlal, Mat·ta·niʹah son of Miʹca son of Zichʹri son of Aʹsaph, 16 O·ba·diʹah son of She·maiʹah son of Gaʹlal son of Je·duʹthun, and Ber·e·chiʹah son of Aʹsa son of El·kaʹnah, who was dwelling in the settlements of the Ne·tophʹa·thites. 17 The gatekeepers were Shalʹlum, Akʹkub, Talʹmon, A·hiʹman, and their brother Shalʹlum the head, 18 and until then he was at the king’s gate to the east. These were the gatekeepers of the camps of the Levites. 19 And Shalʹlum son of Koʹre son of E·biʹa·saph son of Korʹah, and his brothers of his paternal house, the Korʹah·ites, were over the duties of the service, the doorkeepers of the tent, and their fathers had been over the camp of Jehovah as the keepers of the entryway. 20 It was Phinʹe·has the son of El·e·aʹzar who had been their leader in the past; Jehovah was with him. 21 Zech·a·riʹah the son of Me·shel·e·miʹah was the gatekeeper of the entrance of the tent of meeting. 22 All those selected as gatekeepers at the thresholds numbered 212. They were in their settlements by their genealogical enrollment. David and Samuel the seer appointed these to their office of trust. 23 They and their sons were over the guard service for the gates of the house of Jehovah, the house of the tent. 24 The gatekeepers were on the four sides—east, west, north, and south. 25 From time to time, their brothers were to come in from their settlements for seven days to serve along with them. 26 There were four chief* gatekeepers in the office of trust. They were Levites, and they were in charge of the chambers* and of the treasuries of the house of the true God. 27 They would spend the night in their stations all around the house of the true God, for they cared for the guard service and were in charge of the key and would open up the house from morning to morning. 28 Some of them were in charge of the utensils of the service; they would count them when they brought them in and count them when they took them out. 29 Some of them were appointed over the utensils, over all the holy utensils, and over the fine flour, the wine, the oil, the frankincense, and the balsam oil. 30 Some of the sons of the priests mixed the ointment of balsam oil. 31 And Mat·ti·thiʹah of the Levites, who was the firstborn of Shalʹlum the Korʹah·ite, was in the office of trust over the things baked in pans. 32 Some of their brothers of the Koʹhath·ites were in charge of the layer bread,* to prepare it every sabbath. 33 These were the singers, the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites in the chambers,* those set free from other duties; for by day and by night it was their responsibility to be on duty. 34 These were the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites by their line of descent, headmen. These lived in Jerusalem. 35 The father of Gibʹe·on, Je·iʹel, lived in Gibʹe·on. His wife’s name was Maʹa·cah. 36 And his firstborn son was Abʹdon, followed by Zur, Kish, Baʹal, Ner, Naʹdab, 37 Geʹdor, A·hiʹo, Zech·a·riʹah, and Mikʹloth. 38 Mikʹloth became father to Shimʹe·am. And they all lived near their brothers in Jerusalem, along with their other brothers. 39 Ner became father to Kish; Kish became father to Saul; Saul became father to Jonʹa·than, Malʹchi-shuʹa, A·binʹa·dab, and Esh·baʹal. 40 And Jonʹa·than’s son was Merʹib-baʹal. Merʹib-baʹal became father to Miʹcah. 41 And the sons of Miʹcah were Piʹthon, Melʹech, Tahrʹe·a, and Aʹhaz. 42 Aʹhaz became father to Jaʹrah; Jaʹrah became father to Alʹe·meth, Azʹma·veth, and Zimʹri. Zimʹri became father to Moʹza. 43 Moʹza became father to Binʹe·a and Re·phaʹiah his son, El·e·aʹsah his son, Aʹzel his son. 44 Aʹzel had six sons, and their names were Az·riʹkam, Boʹche·ru, Ishʹma·el, She·a·riʹah, O·ba·diʹah, and Haʹnan. These were the sons of Aʹzel.

The following are the sons of Aram. See Ge 10:23.
Meaning “Division.”
Or “earth’s population.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons of Israel.”
Lit., “field.”
A sheikh was a tribal chief.
Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “Bringer of Disaster; Bringer of Ostracism.” In Jos 7:1, also called Achan.
Or “trouble; ostracism.”
Lit., “sons.”
Also called Caleb in vss. 18, 19, 42.
Also called Chelubai in vs. 9.
Or “surrounding.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Also called Chelubai in vs. 9.
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
The name Jabez may be related to a Hebrew word meaning “pain.”
Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “Valley of Craftsmen.”
Lit., “sons.”
Possibly referring to Bithiah in vs. 18.
Or “The sayings are of old tradition.”
Or “profaned.”
Or “surrounding.”
That is, Jeroboam II.
Lit., “and tread the bow.”
Or “human souls.”
Lit., “sons.”
Also called Gershon in vs. 1.
Or “descendants.”
Or “descendants.”
Lit., “were the ones given.”
Or “walled camps.”
Or possibly, “city,” in agreement with Jos 21:13.
Or “given by lot.”
Or possibly, “city,” in agreement with Jos 21:21.
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “heads.”
Lit., “sons.”
Lit., “sons.”
Meaning “With Calamity.”
Or “Jehoshua,” meaning “Jehovah Is Salvation.”
Or “surrounding.”
Or possibly, “Gaza,” though not the Gaza in Philistia.
Also called Shomer in vs. 32.
Likely the same as “Hotham” in vs. 32.
Lit., “field.”
Or possibly, “after he sent away his wives Hu­shim and Baara.”
Or “surrounding.”
Also called Ish-bosheth.
Also called Mephibosheth.
Lit., “who tread.”
Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”
Lit., “heads of fathers for the house of their fathers.”
Or “temple.”
Lit., “mighty.”
Or “dining rooms.”
That is, the showbread.
Or “dining rooms.”


^ (Luke 3:1-38) In the 15th year of the reign of Ti·beʹri·us Caesar,* when Pontius Pilate was governor of Ju·deʹa, Herod was district ruler of Galʹi·lee, Philip his brother was district ruler of the country of It·u·raeʹa and Trach·o·niʹtis, and Ly·saʹni·as was district ruler of Ab·i·leʹne, 2 in the days of chief priest Anʹnas and of Caʹia·phas, God’s declaration came to John the son of Zech·a·riʹah in the wilderness. 3 So he went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching baptism in symbol of repentance for forgiveness of sins, 4 just as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of Jehovah! Make his roads straight. 5 Every valley must be filled up, and every mountain and hill leveled; the crooked ways must become straight, and the rough ways smooth; 6 and all flesh* will see the salvation of God.’”* 7 So he began to say to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him: “You offspring of vipers, who has warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, produce fruits that befit repentance. Do not start saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones. 9 Indeed, the ax is already lying at the root of the trees. Every tree, then, that does not produce fine fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10 And the crowds were asking him: “What, then, should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them: “Let the man who has two garments* share with the man who has none, and let the one who has something to eat do the same.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they said to him: “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them: “Do not demand* anything more than the tax rate.” 14 Also, those in military service were asking him: “What should we do?” And he said to them: “Do not harass* anybody or accuse anybody falsely, but be satisfied with your provisions.” 15 Now the people were in expectation and all of them were reasoning in their hearts about John, “May he perhaps be the Christ?” 16 John gave the answer, saying to all: “I, for my part, baptize you with water, but the one stronger than I am is coming, the lace of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with holy spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing shovel is in his hand to clean up his threshing floor completely and to gather the wheat into his storehouse, but the chaff he will burn up with fire that cannot be put out.” 18 He also gave many other exhortations and continued declaring good news to the people. 19 But Herod the district ruler, because of being reproved by John concerning He·roʹdi·as the wife of his brother and concerning all the wicked deeds that Herod had done, 20 added this also to all those deeds: He locked John up in prison. 21 Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus too was baptized. As he was praying, the heaven was opened up, 22 and the holy spirit in bodily form like a dove came down upon him, and a voice came out of heaven: “You are my Son, the beloved; I have approved you.” 23 When Jesus began his work, he was about 30 years old, being the son, as the opinion was, of Joseph, son of Heʹli, 24 son of Matʹthat, son of Leʹvi, son of Melʹchi, son of Janʹna·i, son of Joseph, 25 son of Mat·ta·thiʹas, son of Aʹmos, son of Naʹhum, son of Esʹli, son of Nagʹga·i, 26 son of Maʹath, son of Mat·ta·thiʹas, son of Semʹe·in, son of Joʹsech, son of Joʹda, 27 son of Jo·anʹan, son of Rheʹsa, son of Ze·rubʹba·bel, son of She·alʹti·el, son of Neʹri, 28 son of Melʹchi, son of Adʹdi, son of Coʹsam, son of El·maʹdam, son of Er, 29 son of Jesus, son of E·li·eʹzer, son of Joʹrim, son of Matʹthat, son of Leʹvi, 30 son of Symʹe·on, son of Judas, son of Joseph, son of Joʹnam, son of E·liʹa·kim, 31 son of Meʹle·a, son of Menʹna, son of Matʹta·tha, son of Nathan, son of David, 32 son of Jesʹse, son of Oʹbed, son of Boʹaz, son of Salʹmon, son of Nahʹshon, 33 son of Am·minʹa·dab, son of Arʹni, son of Hezʹron, son of Peʹrez, son of Judah, 34 son of Jacob, son of Isaac, son of Abraham, son of Teʹrah, son of Naʹhor, 35 son of Seʹrug, son of Reʹu, son of Peʹleg, son of Eʹber, son of Sheʹlah, 36 son of Ca·iʹnan, son of Ar·pachʹshad, son of Shem, son of Noah, son of Laʹmech, 37 son of Me·thuʹse·lah, son of Eʹnoch, son of Jaʹred, son of Ma·haʹla·le·el, son of Ca·iʹnan, 38 son of Eʹnosh, son of Seth, son of Adam, son of God.

Or “of Emperor Tiberius.”
Or “all humans; all humanity.”
Or “the saving means of God; the salvation by God.”
Or “an extra garment.”
Or “collect.”
Or “extort by violence from; intimidate; bully.”








^ ***w08 6/1 p. 3 Noah and the Flood—Fact, Not Fiction***

Two genealogical accounts in the Bible testify that Noah was a real person. (1 Chronicles 1:4; Luke 3:36) Both Ezra and Luke, who compiled these genealogies, were careful researchers. Luke traced Jesus Christ’s lineage to Noah.



^ (1 Chron. 1:4) Noah, Shem, Ham, and Jaʹpheth.



^ (Luke 3:36) son of Ca·iʹnan, son of Ar·pachʹshad, son of Shem, son of Noah, son of Laʹmech,









^ ***w09 9/1 pp. 14-15 Adam and Eve—Were They Real People?***

Consider, for example, a Bible doctrine dear to the heart of most churchgoers​—the ransom. According to this teaching, Jesus Christ gave his perfect human life as a ransom to save people from their sins. (Matthew 20:28; John 3:16) As we know, a ransom is a payment of a corresponding value to redeem or buy back something lost or forfeited. That is why the Bible describes Jesus as “a corresponding ransom.” (1 Timothy 2:6) Corresponding to what, we might ask? The Bible answers: “Just as in Adam all are dying, so also in the Christ all will be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:22) The perfect life that Jesus sacrificed to redeem obedient mankind corresponds to the perfect life that Adam lost as a result of the original sin in Eden. (Romans 5:12) Clearly, if Adam did not exist, Christ’s ransom sacrifice would be rendered completely meaningless.



^ (Matt. 20:28) Just as the Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister and to give his life as a ransom in exchange for many.”



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (1 Tim. 2:6) who gave himself a corresponding ransom for all—this is what is to be witnessed to in its own due time.



^ (1 Cor. 15:22) For just as in Adam all are dying, so also in the Christ all will be made alive.



^ (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.















^ ***rsg19 sect. 1 The Bible***


The Bible


See also the brochure:
Bible’s Message

Chapters and Verses​—Who Put Them in the Bible? The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2016

❐ The Watchtower, 12/1/2015
Why Understand the Bible?

A Book to Be Understood

Finding Help to Understand the Bible

❐ The Watchtower, 10/1/2013
Why Should the Bible Interest You?

How Did We Get Here?

God Arranges to Deliver Mankind

“We Have Found the Messiah”!

Good News for All Mankind

What Guidance Has God Given Us? Happy Life, section 4

Question 5: What is the Bible’s message? New World Translation

Question 19: What is contained in the various books of the Bible? New World Translation

B1 The Message of the Bible New World Translation, Appendix

❐ The Watchtower, 6/1/2012
Just Another Book?

Prophecy​—A Perfect Record

History, Not Myth

Accurate Science

A Harmonious Library

Practical Today

“This Means Everlasting Life”

Is the Good News Really From God? Good News, lesson 3

When Was the Bible Written? The Watchtower, 6/1/2011

Is It Reasonable to Believe the Bible? Origin of Life

A Guidebook for the Blessing of All Mankind Lasting Peace

Ancient Cuneiform and the Bible The Watchtower, 12/15/2008

What Is the Bible About? Awake!, 11/2007

A Letter From a Loving God Teacher, chap. 2

Study Number 2​—Time and the Holy Scriptures “All Scripture”

Study Number 3​—Measuring Events in the Stream of Time (Chart of Outstanding Historical Dates) “All Scripture”

Inspired by God

❐ Awake!, No. 3 2017
The Bible​—Is It Truly “Inspired of God”?

The Bible​—Accurate in All Respects

Is the Bible Just a Good Book? Awake!, No. 2 2016

The Bible​—A Book From God Bible Teach, chap. 2

The Bible​—A Book From God Teach Us, chap. 2

Did You Know? (§ Was the Bible writer Luke an accurate historian?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2014

Question 3: Who wrote the Bible? New World Translation

“They Were Borne Along by Holy Spirit” The Watchtower, 6/15/2012

A Book You Can Trust​—Part 1: Egypt in Bible History Awake!, 11/2010

A Book You Can Trust​—Part 2: Assyria in Bible History Awake!, 12/2010

A Book You Can Trust​—Part 3: Babylon in Bible History Awake!, 1/2011

A Book You Can Trust​—Part 4: Medo-Persia in Bible History Awake!, 2/2011

A Book You Can Trust​—Part 5: Greece in Bible History Awake!, 3/2011

A Book You Can Trust​—Part 6: Rome in Bible History Awake!, 4/2011

A Book You Can Trust​—Part 7: The Seventh World Power Awake!, 5/2011

❐ The Watchtower, 3/1/2010
Is the Bible the Word of God?

The Bible Really Is God’s Inspired Word

Why You Can Trust the Biblical Gospels

How Reliable Are the Gospels? The Watchtower, 10/1/2008

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Who Authored the Bible? Awake!, 11/2007

❐ Awake!, 11/2007
To Trust or Not to Trust

A Unique Book

1. Historical Soundness

2. Candor and Honesty

3. Internal Harmony

4. Scientific Accuracy

5. Fulfilled Prophecy

❐ The Watchtower, 7/15/2005
True Teachings​—Where Can You Find Them?

True Teachings That Please God

Miracles That You Have Seen! The Watchtower, 2/15/2005

The Book of Reliable Guidance Satisfying Life, part 3

Study Number 10​—The Bible—​Authentic and True “All Scripture”

How the Bible Came to Us

❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 4 2016
A Story That Matters

The Bible Survived Decay

The Bible Survived Opposition

The Bible Survived Attempts to Alter Its Message

Why the Bible Has Survived

A3 How the Bible Came to Us New World Translation, Appendix

❐ Awake!, 12/2011
An Outstanding Book and a Survivor

The Bible Attacked

They Tried to Keep God’s Word From the Masses

The Bible​—A Remarkable Story of Survival The Watchtower, 11/1/2009

Even in a Dead Language, the Bible Is Alive The Watchtower, 4/1/2009

Did You Know? (§ Why was part of the Bible written in Greek?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2009

Why Examine the Bible? Bible’s Message

How the Bible Came to Us Awake!, 11/2007

From Scroll to Codex​—How the Bible Became a Book The Watchtower, 6/1/2007

Ancient Scribes and the Word of God The Watchtower, 3/15/2007

Early Confirmation of the Bible Canon The Watchtower, 2/15/2006

Study Number 4​—The Bible and Its Canon “All Scripture”

Study Number 5​—The Hebrew Text of the Holy Scriptures “All Scripture”

Study Number 8​—Advantages of the “New World Translation” “All Scripture”

Criticism of the Bible

❐ The Watchtower, 8/1/2012
Why Be Interested in Miracles?

Are Miracles Really Possible?​—Three Common Objections

Can You Believe the Miracles Recorded in the Bible?

Miracles That Are About to Happen

Questions From Readers: Did the apostles carry staffs and wear sandals when preaching? The Watchtower, 3/15/2011

❐ The Watchtower, 1/1/2011
Eden​—Was It Mankind’s Original Home?

Was There Really a Garden of Eden?

Why Eden Matters to You

Did People in Bible Times Really Live So Long? The Watchtower, 12/1/2010

Noah’s Ark and Naval Architecture Awake!, 1/2007

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Does the Bible Discriminate Against Women? Awake!, 11/8/2005

Miracles​—Fact or Fiction? The Watchtower, 2/15/2005

Moses​—Man or Myth? Awake!, 4/8/2004

❐ The Watchtower, 3/15/2001
Jesus’ Resurrection on Trial

“For a Fact the Lord Was Raised Up!”

❐ The Watchtower, 5/15/2000
The Gospels​—The Debate Goes On

The Gospels​—History or Myth?

Bible Manuscripts

Rescuing an Ancient Gem From the Trash The Watchtower, 4/1/2015

The Vatican Codex​—Why a Treasure? The Watchtower, 10/1/2009

Recovering a Bible Treasure The Watchtower, 9/1/2009

“The Song of the Sea”​—A Manuscript That Bridges a Gap The Watchtower, 11/15/2008

Ancient Manuscripts​—How Are They Dated? Awake!, 2/2008

“Clear Light” on the Bible From Russia’s Oldest Library The Watchtower, 7/15/2005

A Look at the Chester Beatty Treasures The Watchtower, 9/15/2004

❐ The Watchtower, 2/15/2001
What Is the Truth About the Dead Sea Scrolls?

The Dead Sea Scrolls​—Why Should They Interest You?

Bible Translations

See also Jehovah’s Witnesses ➤ Preaching Work ➤ Translation Supports the Preaching Work

“The Word of Our God Endures Forever” The Watchtower (Study), 9/2017

The Bible​—Why So Many? The Watchtower (Public), No. 6 2017

Elias Hutter and His Remarkable Hebrew Bibles The Watchtower (Public), No. 4 2017

Bedell’s Bible​—One Small Step to Better Bible Understanding The Watchtower, 9/1/2015

A Surprise Gift for Japan The Watchtower, 2/15/2015

The Syriac Peshitta​—A Window on the World of Early Bible Translations The Watchtower, 9/1/2014

Making Known the Word of God in Medieval Spain The Watchtower, 3/1/2014

A Treasure Hidden for Centuries The Watchtower, 6/1/2013

The King James Version​—How It Became Popular Awake!, 12/2011

The Bible Reaches the Big Red Island The Watchtower, 12/15/2009

Should the Name Jehovah Appear in the New Testament? The Watchtower, 8/1/2008

How Can You Choose a Good Bible Translation? The Watchtower, 5/1/2008

“The Great Gift” to Poland The Watchtower, 8/15/2007

The First Bible in Portuguese​—A Story of Perseverance The Watchtower, 7/1/2007

The Bible in Italian​—A Troubled History The Watchtower, 12/15/2005

The Royal Bible​—A Milestone in Scholarship The Watchtower, 8/15/2005

The Berleburg Bible The Watchtower, 2/15/2005

The Geneva Bible​—A Forgotten Translation Awake!, 8/22/2004

The Complutensian Polyglot​—A Historic Translation Tool The Watchtower, 4/15/2004

Questions From Readers: Why does the numbering in Psalms differ between translations? The Watchtower, 4/1/2003

The Struggle for a Bible in Modern Greek The Watchtower, 11/15/2002

The “Septuagint”​—Useful in the Past and the Present The Watchtower, 9/15/2002

The Dalmatin Bible​—Rare but Not Forgotten Awake!, 6/22/2001

The Bible in a Single Volume The Watchtower, 5/1/2001

Study Number 7​—The Bible in Modern Times “All Scripture”

New World Translation

❐ The Watchtower, 12/15/2015
Jehovah, the God of Communication

A Living Translation of God’s Word

The 2013 Revision of the New World Translation

A1 Principles of Bible Translation New World Translation, Appendix

A2 Features of This Revision New World Translation, Appendix

God’s Name Made Known in Swahili The Watchtower, 9/1/2012

Why Have We Produced the New World Translation? Jehovah’s Will, lesson 4

Highlights of the Past Year (§ New World Translation in 106 Languages!) 2012 Yearbook

Highlights of the Past Year (§ Progress in Bible Translation) 2009 Yearbook

Milestones in the Production of African-Language Bibles The Watchtower, 1/15/2007

“It Is Finished” The Watchtower, 7/1/2005

A “Remarkably Good” Translation The Watchtower, 12/1/2004

Study Number 5​—The Hebrew Text of the Holy Scriptures “All Scripture”

Study Number 6​—The Christian Greek Text of the Holy Scriptures “All Scripture”

Study Number 8​—Advantages of the “New World Translation” “All Scripture”

Bible Translators

Portraits From the Past: Desiderius Erasmus Awake!, No. 6 2016

Lefèvre d’Étaples​—He Wanted the Common People to Know God’s Word The Watchtower (Public), No. 6 2016

Coverdale and the First Complete Printed English Bible The Watchtower, 6/1/2012

True Christians Respect God’s Word The Watchtower, 1/15/2012

The Divine Name and Alfonso de Zamora’s Quest for Textual Accuracy The Watchtower, 12/1/2011

They Loved the Word of God The Watchtower, 6/1/2009

Ernst Glück’s Daunting Task The Watchtower, 6/15/2007

A Valiant Effort to Promote the Bible The Watchtower, 5/15/2006

Michael Agricola​—A “Man of the Dawn” Awake!, 1/2006

An Intrepid “Wanderer in the Gospel’s Cause” The Watchtower, 8/15/2004

Men of Humble Origin Translate the Bible The Watchtower, 7/1/2003

Cyril and Methodius​—Bible Translators Who Invented an Alphabet The Watchtower, 3/1/2001

Cyril Lucaris​—A Man Who Valued the Bible The Watchtower, 2/15/2000

Reading and Understanding the Bible

Is It Just a Small Misunderstanding? The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2017

❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2017
Why Read the Bible?

How Can I Get Started?

What Will Make It Interesting?

How Can the Bible Improve My Life?

Lessons From the Birds of the Heavens The Watchtower (Public), No. 6 2016

“This Is the Way You Approved” The Watchtower, 3/15/2015

Questions From Readers: Why have our publications seldom mentioned types and antitypes in recent years? The Watchtower, 3/15/2015

How Does Color Affect You? The Watchtower, 10/1/2013

A Key to Understanding the Bible Awake!, 11/2012

Do You Need to Learn Hebrew and Greek? The Watchtower, 11/1/2009

❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2009
Can the Bible Be Understood?

1. Ask the Author for Help

2. Read With an Open Mind

3. Accept Help From Others

Word Pictures in the Bible​—Do You Understand Them? The Watchtower, 5/1/2009

❐ The Watchtower, 4/1/2006
Understanding the Bible​—A Pleasure Open to You

Understanding the Bible​—What Will Help You?

❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2001
Help to Understand the Bible

Why Study the Bible?

Does the Bible Have a Hidden Code? The Watchtower, 4/1/2000

Applying Bible Principles

See Christian Life ➤ Bible Reading and Study ➤ Applying Bible Principles

Prophecy

See also the book:
Pure Worship

Understanding Ezekiel’s Prophecies Pure Worship, teaching box 2A

❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018
Prophecies That Have Come True

A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy

Promises That Will Come True

You Can Live Forever on Earth

Your Future, Your Choice!

A Kingdom That Will Last Forever Learn From the Bible, lesson 60

A Kingdom Like a Big Tree Learn From the Bible, lesson 62

Questions From Readers: What did Jeremiah mean when he spoke of Rachel’s weeping over her sons? The Watchtower, 12/15/2014

Questions From Readers: Who are the two witnesses mentioned in Revelation chapter 11? The Watchtower, 11/15/2014

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Dreams From God Awake!, 8/2014

❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2014
Some Successes, Many Failures

Can Anyone See the Future?

B9 World Powers Foretold by Daniel New World Translation, Appendix

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 1: “I Shall Make a Great Nation Out of You” Awake!, 5/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 2: Flee From Babylon! Awake!, 6/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 3: “We Have Found the Messiah” Awake!, 7/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 4: The Bible Foretold That the Christ Would Suffer and Die Awake!, 8/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 5: Good News for All Mankind Awake!, 9/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 6: “The Last Days” Awake!, 10/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 7: “The End Will Come” Awake!, 11/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 8: “Let Your Kingdom Come” Awake!, 12/2012

❐ The Watchtower, 6/15/2012
Jehovah Is “a Revealer of Secrets”

Jehovah Reveals What “Must Shortly Take Place”

Eight Kings Revealed (Chart) The Watchtower, 6/15/2012

Questions From Readers: When did the seventh world power of Bible prophecy come to be? The Watchtower, 6/15/2012

Trust in Jehovah​—The God of “Times and Seasons” The Watchtower, 5/15/2012

Who Can Interpret Prophecy? The Watchtower, 12/1/2011

When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part One: Why It Matters; What the Evidence Shows The Watchtower, 10/1/2011

When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part Two: What the Clay Documents Really Show The Watchtower, 11/1/2011

Questions From Readers: How many Messianic prophecies are in the Bible? The Watchtower, 8/15/2011

They Found the Messiah! The Watchtower, 8/15/2011

Does Bible Prophecy Point to the Modern State of Israel? The Watchtower, 11/1/2010

Jesus Gives a Far-Reaching Prophecy Bible’s Message, section 19

❐ The Watchtower, 10/1/2008
Who Can Know the Future?

Foretelling the Messiah

Events Foretold for Our Day

Foretelling Our Immediate Future

What Jehovah Foretells Comes to Be The Watchtower, 1/1/2008

Faith in Bible Prophecy Preserves Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2007

❐ The Watchtower, 5/15/2000
Pay Attention to God’s Prophetic Word for Our Day

Have Faith in God’s Prophetic Word!

Study Number 10​—The Bible—​Authentic and True (Chart: Examples of Other Bible Prophecies Fulfilled) “All Scripture”

Last Days

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 1/2018
What Kind of Love Brings True Happiness?

See the Difference in People

❐ Awake!, No. 6 2017
Is the World out of Control or Not?

Searching for Answers

What Does the Bible Say?

❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2017
The Four Horsemen and You

The Four Horsemen​—Who Are They?

Heeding Advance Warning Can Save Your Life! The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2016

The Apostles Ask for a Sign Jesus​—The Way, chap. 111

❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2015
“The End”​—What Does It Mean?

Is the End Near?

Many Will Survive the End​—You Can Too

Are We Living in “the Last Days”? Bible Teach, chap. 9

Is the End of the World Near? Teach Us, chap. 9

❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2014
The War That Changed the World

The True Culprit Behind War and Suffering

Question 7: What does the Bible foretell about our day? New World Translation

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 6: “The Last Days” Awake!, 10/2012

The Bible​—A Book of Accurate Prophecy, Part 7: “The End Will Come” Awake!, 11/2012

❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2011
Trouble That Leads to Hope

Prophecy 1. Earthquakes

Prophecy 2. Famine

Prophecy 3. Disease

Prophecy 4. Lack of Natural Love

Prophecy 5. Ruining of the Earth

Prophecy 6. A Global Preaching Work

Better Times Just Ahead!

Four Questions About the End Answered The Watchtower, 8/1/2010

❐ Awake!, 4/2008
The Last Days​—Of What?

The Last Days​—When?

The Last Days​—Then What?

Christ’s Presence​—What Does It Mean to You? The Watchtower, 2/15/2008

❐ The Watchtower, 9/15/2006
What Are “the Last Days”?

Are We Really Living in “the Last Days”?

Now Is the Time for Decisive Action The Watchtower, 12/15/2005

❐ The Watchtower, 10/1/2005
Interpreting Signs Is a Serious Matter!

Do You Recognize the Sign of Jesus’ Presence?

❐ The Watchtower, 6/1/2005
Whatever Happened to World Unity?

Where Is the World Heading?

❐ The Watchtower, 6/15/2002
Mankind’s Problems​—Will They Ever End?

Mankind’s Problems Soon to End!

Can Anything Really Unite People? The Watchtower, 9/15/2001

How We Know We Are in “the Last Days” Does God Care, part 9

Paradise Is Near! God’s Friend, lesson 6

Great Tribulation and Armageddon

See also God’s Kingdom ➤ The New World

“The End Is Now Upon You” Pure Worship, chap. 6

“Put a Mark on the Foreheads” Pure Worship, chap. 16

“I Am Against You, O Gog” Pure Worship, chap. 17

“My Great Rage Will Flare Up” Pure Worship, chap. 18

Jehovah Warns of the Coming Great Battle Pure Worship, teaching box 18A

Cultivate Godly Qualities​—Courage Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017

The Bible’s Viewpoint: The End of the World Awake!, 11/2015

“Your Deliverance Is Getting Near”! The Watchtower, 7/15/2015

Questions From Readers: Who is Gog of Magog mentioned in the book of Ezekiel? The Watchtower, 5/15/2015

“Now You Are God’s People” (§ Find Protection With Jehovah’s People) The Watchtower, 11/15/2014

God’s Kingdom Removes Its Enemies God’s Kingdom Rules!, chap. 21

How Can We Maintain “a Waiting Attitude”? (§ What Events Signal the End of Our Waiting?) The Watchtower, 11/15/2013

Seven Shepherds, Eight Dukes​—What They Mean for Us Today The Watchtower, 11/15/2013

“Tell Us, When Will These Things Be?” The Watchtower, 7/15/2013

The End of the World​—Fear, Fascination, and Frustration The Watchtower, 1/1/2013

How This World Will Come to an End The Watchtower, 9/15/2012

❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2012
Armageddon​—What Do Some Say It Is?

The Truth About Armageddon

When Will the War of Armageddon Come?

Our Readers Ask: What is Armageddon? The Watchtower, 9/1/2011

Our Readers Ask: Where Will the Battle of Armageddon Be Fought? The Watchtower, 4/1/2008

❐ The Watchtower, 4/1/2008
“The War to End All Wars”

Armageddon​—God’s War to End All Wars

Questions From Readers: What is the ‘war at Har–Magedon’ and its outcome? (Rev. 16:14, 16) The Watchtower, 2/1/2007

“The Great Day of Jehovah Is Near” The Watchtower, 12/15/2006

Are You Prepared for Survival? The Watchtower, 5/15/2006

The Day of Jehovah​—A Vital Theme Jehovah’s Day, chap. 3

❐ The Watchtower, 12/1/2005
Armageddon​—A Catastrophic End?

Armageddon​—A Happy Beginning

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Should You Fear Armageddon? Awake!, 7/8/2005

Water Destroys a World​—Will It Happen Again? Teacher, chap. 46

How We Can Tell Armageddon Is Near Teacher, chap. 47

Who Will Survive the Day of Jehovah? The Watchtower, 5/1/2002

Joyful in the God of Our Salvation The Watchtower, 2/1/2000

Final Test

“Worship God” Pure Worship, chap. 22

Facing the Final Test Pure Worship, teaching box 22A

Questions From Readers: After the final test, will it be possible for humans to sin and die? The Watchtower, 8/15/2006

God’s Purpose for the Earth​—Soon to Be Fulfilled The Watchtower, 5/15/2006

Covenants

A Promise to Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 23

❐ The Watchtower, 10/15/2014
Have Unshakable Faith in the Kingdom

You Will Become “a Kingdom of Priests”

A Royal Priesthood to Benefit All Mankind (§ The New Covenant Produces a Royal Priesthood) The Watchtower, 1/15/2012

You Can Benefit From the New Covenant Jeremiah, chap. 14

God Makes a Covenant With Abraham Bible’s Message, section 4

Questions From Readers: Did Jehovah make his covenant with Abraham in Ur or in Haran? The Watchtower, 11/1/2001

Practical Value

See also the brochure:
Satisfying Life

❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2018
Is the Bible’s Guidance Relevant Today?

Bible Teachings​—Timeless Wisdom

1 Help to Avoid Problems

2 Help to Resolve Problems

3 Help to Cope With Problems

The Bible and Your Future

What Do You Think?

Outdated or Ahead of Its Time?

How Can the Bible Help Me? 10 Questions, question 10

❐ Awake!, 2/2015
Is the Bible Relevant Today?

Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Honesty

Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Self-Control

Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Fidelity

Tailor-Made and Timeless Values​—Love

A Professor of Financial Accounting Explains His Faith Awake!, 12/2014

Keys to a Happy Life Awake!, 11/2014

Moral Values That Truly Enrich Awake!, 11/2013

Help Yourself and Others by Using God’s Word The Watchtower, 4/15/2013

How Can God’s Guidance Bring Us Happiness Now? Happy Life, section 5

How Do Bible Principles Benefit Us? Good News, lesson 11

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Are All Parts of the Bible Still Relevant? Awake!, 3/2010

Practical Counsel That Improves Lives Real Faith, section 3

❐ The Watchtower, 6/1/2009
The Search for a Practical Guide

Why the Bible Is Practical for Our Day

Anchored by Timeless Values The Watchtower, 6/15/2007

Answers That Work! The Watchtower, 4/1/2007

The Bible’s Viewpoint: Why Look to the Bible for Guidance? Awake!, 1/2006

Divine Laws Are for Our Benefit The Watchtower, 4/15/2002

Relief From Stress​—A Practical Remedy The Watchtower, 12/15/2001

❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2001
Living With Risks

Finding Security in a Risk-Filled World

Is Bible Morality the Best? The Watchtower, 11/1/2000

“The Bible Changes Lives” (Watchtower series)

Atheist The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2017

Tragic Childhood The Watchtower, 10/1/2015

Searched for Meaning in Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2015

Yearned for Answers to Life’s Big Questions The Watchtower, 2/1/2015

Proud, Independent Attitude The Watchtower, 10/1/2014

Follow the Golden Rule in Your Ministry (§ Whom Am I Approaching?) The Watchtower, 5/15/2014

Risk-Taking Motorbike Racer The Watchtower, 2/1/2014

Social Activist The Watchtower, 7/1/2013

Immoral Lifestyle The Watchtower, 5/1/2012

Tragic Childhood The Watchtower, 1/1/2012

❐ The Watchtower, 8/1/2011
Polygamist, Opposer of Jehovah’s Witnesses

Tragic Childhood

Feelings of Abandonment The Watchtower, 7/1/2011

Immoral Lifestyle The Watchtower, 4/1/2011

Lived on the Street The Watchtower, 8/1/2010

Attempted Suicide The Watchtower, 2/1/2009

Rebellious Attitude

Prodigal Son The Watchtower, 1/1/2013

Prodigal Son The Watchtower, 4/1/2012

Political Rebel The Watchtower, 1/1/2012

Prodigal Child The Watchtower, 10/1/2011

Antisocial Punk Rocker The Watchtower, 4/1/2011

Rejected Religious and Governmental Authority The Watchtower, 5/1/2010

Drugs and Alcohol

Wayward Teenage Mother The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2017

Violent Drug Addict, Disrespected Women The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016

Smoking, Alcohol Abuse The Watchtower, 8/1/2013

❐ The Watchtower, 10/1/2012
Addicted to Alcohol

Drug Trafficker

Heavy Drinker The Watchtower, 7/1/2012

Binge Drinker The Watchtower, 5/1/2012

❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2012
Tobacco Farmer

Addicted to Alcohol, Attempted Suicide

Experimented With Drugs The Watchtower, 2/1/2011

❐ The Watchtower, 8/1/2010
Drug Addict

Binge Drinker

Gang Member and Marijuana Addict The Watchtower, 5/1/2010

Drug Dealer The Watchtower, 2/1/2010

Experimented With Drugs, Loved Motorcycles The Watchtower, 11/1/2009

Marijuana and Tobacco Addict The Watchtower, 8/1/2009

Alcohol and Drug Abuser The Watchtower, 2/1/2009

Crime and Violence

Violent Adolescent, Street Fighter The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2016

Involved With Violent Crime, Immorality, and Drugs The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016

Pursued Violence, Drugs, and a Prestigious Career The Watchtower, 11/1/2015

Violent Temper The Watchtower, 7/1/2015

Defrauder, Gambler The Watchtower, 5/1/2015

Kung Fu Expert The Watchtower, 8/1/2014

Violent Gang Member The Watchtower, 7/1/2014

Extremely Violent The Watchtower, 10/1/2013

Terrorist The Watchtower, 8/1/2012

Karate Enthusiast The Watchtower, 7/1/2012

Violent Criminal The Watchtower, 5/1/2011

Combat Instructor The Watchtower, 2/1/2011

❐ The Watchtower, 11/1/2010
Rebel Soldier

Martial Arts Expert

Violent Gang Member The Watchtower, 8/1/2009

❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2009
Karate Enthusiast

Street Fighter

Smuggler and Thief The Watchtower, 2/1/2009

❐ The Watchtower, 8/1/2008
Gang Member

Illegal Arms Dealer

Sports, Music, and Entertainment

Consumed by Professional Sports and Gambling The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2017

Addicted to Pornography The Watchtower (Public), No. 4 2016

Heavy-Metal Musician The Watchtower, 4/1/2013

Gambler The Watchtower, 11/1/2012

Death-Metal Band Member The Watchtower, 4/1/2012

Gambler and Criminal The Watchtower, 11/1/2011

Heavy-Metal Enthusiast The Watchtower, 8/1/2011

Actress and Zarzuela Singer The Watchtower, 5/1/2011

Competitive Bicycle Racer The Watchtower, 4/1/2011

Dance Club Security Guard The Watchtower, 11/1/2010

Thrash Metal Band Member The Watchtower, 5/1/2010

❐ The Watchtower, 11/1/2009
Gambler

Lived for the Weekends

Work and Career

Enjoyed a Prestigious Career The Watchtower, 11/1/2012

Judge The Watchtower, 8/1/2012

Successful Businessman The Watchtower, 5/1/2012

Politician The Watchtower, 2/1/2011

Successful Businesswoman The Watchtower, 8/1/2008

Changed Religions

Muslim Father and Jewish Mother The Watchtower, 1/1/2015

Catholic Nun The Watchtower, 4/1/2014

Catechist The Watchtower, 1/1/2014

Seminary Student; Violent Temper The Watchtower, 5/1/2013

Raised as a Mormon The Watchtower, 2/1/2013

Pentecostal Pastor The Watchtower, 8/1/2011

❐ The Watchtower, 7/1/2011
Idol Worshipper

Shinto Priest

Rastafarian The Watchtower, 2/1/2010

Disillusioned With Religion The Watchtower, 7/1/2009

Events

The Flood

Eight Survive Into a New World Learn From the Bible, lesson 6

What Do We Learn From the Great Flood? Listen and Live, part 6

Mankind Survives the Flood Bible’s Message, section 3

Our Readers Ask: Was the Flood of Noah’s Day Really Global? The Watchtower, 6/1/2008

Noah and the Flood​—Fact, Not Fiction The Watchtower, 6/1/2008

Questions From Readers: How many clean beasts did Noah take into the ark? The Watchtower, 3/15/2007

Questions From Readers: Where did the dove from Noah’s ark find an olive leaf? The Watchtower, 2/15/2004

❐ The Watchtower, 5/15/2003
An Absorbing Log

Noah’s Log​—Does It Have Meaning for Us?

❐ The Watchtower, 3/1/2002
A Whole World Destroyed!

Why Did That Ancient World Perish?

A Warning From the Past God’s Friend, lesson 7

Confusion of Language

The Tower of Babel Learn From the Bible, lesson 7

Did Our Languages Come From the “Tower of Babel”? The Watchtower, 9/1/2013

10 Plagues

The First Three Plagues Learn From the Bible, lesson 19

The Next Six Plagues Learn From the Bible, lesson 20

The Tenth Plague Learn From the Bible, lesson 21

The Exodus

B3 The Exodus From Egypt New World Translation, Appendix

God Delivers the Sons of Israel Bible’s Message, section 7

“Stand Firm and See the Salvation of Jehovah” The Watchtower, 12/15/2007

From Egypt to the Promised Land “Good Land”

Red Sea Crossing

The Miracle at the Red Sea Learn From the Bible, lesson 22

You Must Not Forget Jehovah The Watchtower, 3/15/2009

Atonement Day

Why We Must Be Holy (§ Holy Obedience to God’s Law on Blood) The Watchtower, 11/15/2014

Festivals

Did You Know? (§ How were the thousands who came to Jerusalem for the Jewish festivals accommodated?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ What was “the festival of dedication”? [John 10:22]) The Watchtower, 9/1/2011

“You Must Become Nothing but Joyful” The Watchtower, 1/1/2007

Questions From Readers: What is foreshadowed by the Jubilee year mentioned in Leviticus 25? The Watchtower, 7/15/2004

Kingdom of Israel Divided

He Could Have Had God’s Favor The Watchtower (Study), 6/2018

A Kingdom Divided Learn From the Bible, lesson 45

❐ New World Translation, Appendix
A6-A Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 1)

A6-B Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 2)

Destruction of Jerusalem (607 B.C.E.)

See also the book:
Pure Worship

Jerusalem Is Destroyed Learn From the Bible, lesson 58

When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part One: Why It Matters; What the Evidence Shows The Watchtower, 10/1/2011

When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?​—Part Two: What the Clay Documents Really Show The Watchtower, 11/1/2011

The Writing on the Wall

The Writing on the Wall Learn From the Bible, lesson 63

Sermon on the Mount

Happy Are Those Who Serve “the Happy God” The Watchtower (Study), 9/2018

The Sermon on the Mountain Learn From the Bible, lesson 81

The Famous Sermon on the Mount Jesus​—The Way, chap. 35

Transfiguration

The Transfiguration​—A View of Christ in Glory Jesus—​The Way, chap. 60

Foregleams of God’s Kingdom Become a Reality The Watchtower, 1/15/2005

Pentecost 33 C.E.

The Disciples Receive Holy Spirit Learn From the Bible, lesson 94

Did You Know? (§ Did Jews really come “from every nation under heaven” to Jerusalem at Pentecost 33 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ Which writers of the Greek Scriptures were present at Pentecost 33 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2011

“Filled With Holy Spirit” Bearing Witness, chap. 3

Destruction of Jerusalem (70 C.E.)

A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018

Did You Know? (§ Was Jerusalem’s temple ever rebuilt after 70 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 4/15/2013

Did You Know? (§ Did Christians flee from Judea before Jerusalem’s destruction in 70 C.E.?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ Was Jerusalem ever surrounded by pointed stakes, as Jesus foretold?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2009

Faith in Bible Prophecy Preserves Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2007

Bible Lands and Places

See also the brochure:
“Good Land”

Did You Know? (§ Was ancient Israel as forested as the Bible seems to indicate?) The Watchtower, 7/15/2015

Did You Know? (§ When did lions disappear from Bible lands?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ What were the “high places” frequently mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2010

Antioch

“God Is Not Partial” (Box: Antioch of Syria) Bearing Witness, chap. 9

Asia Minor

Christianity Penetrates Asia Minor The Watchtower, 8/15/2007

❐ The Watchtower, 5/15/2003
Christ Speaks to the Congregations

Listen to What the Spirit Says!

Babylon

Did You Know? (§ How impressive were Nebuchadnezzar’s building projects?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2011

Empires Attack the Promised Land “Good Land”

Beroea

Follow Paul’s Steps to Beroea The Watchtower, 4/15/2007

Caesarea

Herod the Great​—A Master Builder (§ Caesarea—​A Port City) Awake!, 9/2009

“Let the Will of Jehovah Take Place” (Box: Caesarea​—Roman Provincial Capital of Judea) Bearing Witness, chap. 22

Cappadocia

Cappadocia​—Where People Lived in Dwellings Carved by Wind and Water The Watchtower, 7/15/2004

Cities of Refuge

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 11/2017
Are You Taking Refuge in Jehovah?

Imitate Jehovah’s Justice and Mercy

Did You Know? (§ Did the cities of refuge in ancient Israel become sanctuaries for criminals?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2010

Do You Value Life as God Does? “God’s Love,” chap. 7 ¶24-25

Corinth

The City of Corinth​—“Master of Two Harbours” The Watchtower, 3/1/2009

“Keep On Speaking and Do Not Keep Silent” (Box: Corinth​—Master of Two Seas) Bearing Witness, chap. 19

Cyprus

“They Sailed Away to Cyprus” The Watchtower, 7/1/2004

Dead Sea

A Sea of Superlatives​—But Dead! Awake!, 1/2008

Decapolis

Jesus “in the Country of the Jews” (§ Map: The Land in Jesus’ Day) “Good Land”

Eden

God Made the First Man and Woman Learn From the Bible, lesson 2

❐ The Watchtower, 1/1/2011
Eden​—Was It Mankind’s Original Home?

Was There Really a Garden of Eden?

Why Eden Matters to You

Egypt

The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7

Ephesus

Did You Know? (§ Why did Paul’s preaching in Ephesus cause an uproar among the silversmiths?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2009

“Growing and Prevailing” Despite Opposition (Box: Ephesus​—Capital of Asia) Bearing Witness, chap. 20

Where True Worship and Paganism Clashed The Watchtower, 12/15/2004

Greece

“Seek God, . . . and Really Find Him” (Box: Athens​—Cultural Capital of the Ancient World) Bearing Witness, chap. 18

Early Christians in the Greek World The Watchtower, 12/1/2008

Greece and Rome Influence the Jews “Good Land”

Haran

Haran​—An Ancient Hive of Activity The Watchtower, 5/15/2010

Iconium

“Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah” (Box: Iconium​—City of the Phrygians) Bearing Witness, chap. 12

Israel

See also The Bible ➤ Bible Lands and Places ➤ Promised Land

B7 Kingdom of David and Solomon New World Translation, Appendix

B10 Israel During the Time of Jesus New World Translation, Appendix

Jericho

Rahab Hid the Spies Learn From the Bible, lesson 30

Questions From Readers: What evidence is there that the ancient city of Jericho was conquered without a long siege? The Watchtower, 11/15/2015

Did You Know? (§ Jericho​—one city or two?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2008

Jerusalem and the Temple

A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018

A Temple for Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 44

Jesus Cleanses the Temple Learn From the Bible, lesson 76

Did You Know? (§ Could the merchants who sold animals in Jerusalem’s temple rightly be called “robbers”?) The Watchtower (Study), 6/2017

Questions From Readers: What could have caused the water of Jerusalem’s pool of Bethzatha to be “stirred up”? The Watchtower (Study), 5/2016

Questions From Readers: Did Satan physically take Jesus to the temple when tempting him? The Watchtower (Study), 3/2016

Did You Know? (§ What challenges did Herod face in rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ What offerings were acceptable at the temple in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2014

Did You Know? (§ In Jesus’ day, how were temple contributions made?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2014

B8 Temple Built by Solomon New World Translation, Appendix

B11 Temple Mount in the First Century New World Translation, Appendix

Did You Know? (§ How were the services at Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem financed?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Why were there money changers in Jerusalem’s temple?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Why did Solomon import timber from Lebanon for temple construction in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ What really happened to the ark of the covenant?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2009

Did You Know? (§ Was Jerusalem ever surrounded by pointed stakes, as Jesus foretold?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2009

Did You Know? (§ Did King Hezekiah really build a tunnel into Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2009

“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Jerusalem​—The Center of Judaism) Bearing Witness, chap. 3

Did You Know? (§ How large were the temple stones in Jerusalem?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2008

Did You Know? (§ What was the size of the molten sea at Solomon’s temple?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2008

Faith in Bible Prophecy Preserves Life The Watchtower, 4/1/2007

Questions From Readers: What did the ark of the covenant contain? The Watchtower, 1/15/2006

Questions From Readers: What was signified by the Shechinah light in the Most Holy? The Watchtower, 8/15/2005

Jerusalem and the Temple of Solomon “Good Land”

Jerusalem and the Temple Jesus Knew “Good Land”

Questions From Readers: How were the poles for the ark of the covenant positioned? (1 Ki. 8:8) The Watchtower, 10/15/2001

Jezreel

What Have They Discovered at Jezreel? The Watchtower, 3/1/2000

Lydia

How the Ancient Kingdom of Lydia Affects Us Today The Watchtower, 4/1/2008

Lystra

“Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah” (Box: Lystra and the Cult of Zeus and Hermes) Bearing Witness, chap. 12

Malta

Did You Know? (§ Why did the people of Malta think that the apostle Paul was a murderer?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2015

“Not a Soul of You Will Be Lost” (Box: Malta​—Where?) Bearing Witness, chap. 26

Questions From Readers: Was Paul shipwrecked on Malta or on another island? The Watchtower, 8/15/2004

Media and Persia

God’s People Return to Their Land “Good Land”

Mediterranean Sea

“Not a Soul of You Will Be Lost” (Box: Sea Travel and Trade Routes) Bearing Witness, chap. 26

“Not a Soul of You Will Be Lost” (Box: The Contrary Winds of the Mediterranean) Bearing Witness, chap. 26

Nineveh

Did You Know? (§ Why was Nineveh called “the city of bloodshed”?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2013

Ophir

Did You Know? (§ Where was Ophir, which the Bible refers to as a source of superior gold?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2010

Pontus

“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Christianity in Pontus) Bearing Witness, chap. 3

Promised Land

See also The Bible ➤ Bible Lands and Places ➤ Israel

B4 Conquest of the Promised Land New World Translation, Appendix

B6 Settlement of the Promised Land New World Translation, Appendix

“Go About in the Land” The Watchtower, 10/15/2004

The Promised Land “Good Land”

Study Number 1​—A Visit to the Promised Land “All Scripture”

Rome

A Silent Witness to Accurate Prophecy The Watchtower (Public), No. 2 2018

Roman Aqueducts​—Marvels of Engineering Awake!, 11/2014

Early Christianity and the Gods of Rome The Watchtower, 5/15/2010

“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Rome​—Capital of an Empire) Bearing Witness, chap. 3

Roman Roads​—Monuments to Ancient Engineering The Watchtower, 10/15/2006

Greece and Rome Influence the Jews “Good Land”

Rome’s Many Faces Awake!, 7/8/2001

Sea of Galilee

Fishing on the Sea of Galilee The Watchtower, 10/1/2009

On the Sea of Galilee The Watchtower, 8/15/2005

Study Number 1​—A Visit to the Promised Land (§ Region Around the Sea of Galilee) “All Scripture”

Syria

Syria​—Echoes of an Interesting Past Awake!, 2/8/2003

Tabernacle

A Tabernacle for Worship Learn From the Bible, lesson 25

Tarshish

The Rise and Fall of “the Ships of Tarshish” The Watchtower, 11/1/2008

Thessalonica

Struggling for the Good News in Thessalonica The Watchtower, 6/1/2012

Tyre

The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7

Did You Know? (§ Why did Zechariah foretell the destruction of Tyre after it had been destroyed?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2008

People of the Bible

Our Readers Ask: Why Are Some Bible Characters Left Unnamed? The Watchtower, 8/1/2013

Aaron

They Rebelled Against Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 27

Questions From Readers: Why did Jehovah not punish Aaron for making the golden calf? The Watchtower, 5/15/2010

Draw Close to God: A Judge Who Is Firm for What Is Right The Watchtower, 9/1/2009

Draw Close to God: Jehovah Values Meekness The Watchtower, 8/1/2009

Abel

From Anger to Murder Learn From the Bible, lesson 4

“He, Although He Died, Yet Speaks” Imitate, chap. 1

Imitate Their Faith: “He, Although He Died, Yet Speaks” The Watchtower, 1/1/2013

Questions From Readers: Did Abel know that an animal sacrifice was needed? The Watchtower, 8/1/2002

Brothers Who Developed Different Attitudes The Watchtower, 1/15/2002

Abigail

“Blessed Be Your Good Sense!” The Watchtower (Study), 6/2017

She Acted With Discretion Imitate, chap. 9

Imitate Their Faith: She Acted With Discretion The Watchtower, 7/1/2009

Abraham

See also the book:
Learn From the Bible, lessons 8-11

Jehovah Called Him “My Friend” The Watchtower (Study), 2/2016

“The Father of All Those Having Faith” Imitate, chap. 3

❐ The Watchtower, 1/1/2012
Who Was Abraham?

Abraham​—A Man of Faith

Abraham​—A Man of Courage

Abraham​—A Man of Humility

Abraham​—A Man of Love

Holy Spirit’s Role in the Outworking of Jehovah’s Purpose (§ Holy Spirit’s Role in the Past) The Watchtower, 4/15/2010

Draw Close to God: The Greatest Proof of God’s Love The Watchtower, 2/1/2009

God Makes a Covenant With Abraham Bible’s Message, section 4

Abraham and Sarah​—You Can Imitate Their Faith! The Watchtower, 5/15/2004

The World of the Patriarchs “Good Land”

Questions From Readers: Did Jehovah make his covenant with Abraham in Ur or in Haran? The Watchtower, 11/1/2001

Abraham​—An Example of Faith The Watchtower, 8/15/2001

Do Not Give Up in Doing What Is Fine The Watchtower, 8/15/2001

Absalom

Serve the God of Freedom (§ He Stole Their Hearts) The Watchtower, 7/15/2012

Presumptuousness Leads to Dishonor (§ Absalom​—An Ambitious Opportunist) The Watchtower, 8/1/2000

Adam and Eve

God Made the First Man and Woman Learn From the Bible, lesson 2

Adam and Eve Disobeyed God Learn From the Bible, lesson 3

The Last Enemy, Death, Brought to Nothing The Watchtower, 9/15/2014

Adam and Eve​—Were They Real People? The Watchtower, 9/1/2009

Our Readers Ask: If Adam Was Perfect, How Was It Possible for Him to Sin? The Watchtower, 10/1/2008

Questions From Readers: Did the serpent that spoke to Eve have legs? The Watchtower, 6/15/2007

The Bible’s Viewpoint: What Was the Original Sin? Awake!, 6/2006

Questions From Readers: How did the serpent in the garden of Eden communicate with Eve? The Watchtower, 11/15/2001

We Can Learn From the First Human Couple The Watchtower, 11/15/2000

Ahasuerus

Did You Know? (§ Who is King Ahasuerus mentioned in Esther?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2012

Ammonites

The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7

Amos

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Amos Kingdom Ministry, 9/2013

Amos​—A Gatherer or a Nipper of Figs? The Watchtower, 2/1/2007

Speak God’s Word With Boldness The Watchtower, 11/15/2004

Anna

The Child Who Was Promised Jesus​—The Way, chap. 6

Annas

Jesus Is Taken to Annas, Then to Caiaphas Jesus​—The Way, chap. 125

Did You Know? (§ Who was the Annas mentioned in the Gospel accounts?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2012

Apollos

Keep Building Up the Congregation (§ “They Took Him Into Their Company”) The Watchtower, 6/15/2010

“Growing and Prevailing” Despite Opposition (§ “He Was Well Versed in the Scriptures”) Bearing Witness, chap. 20

Preach to Make Disciples The Watchtower, 11/15/2003

Apostles

Jesus Chooses Twelve Apostles Learn From the Bible, lesson 80

Jesus Chooses Twelve Apostles Jesus​—The Way, chap. 34

Aquila and Priscilla

“Keep On Speaking and Do Not Keep Silent” (§ “They Were Tentmakers by Trade”) Bearing Witness, chap. 19

Preach to Make Disciples The Watchtower, 11/15/2003

Asa

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!

Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?

How Jehovah Draws Close to Us The Watchtower, 8/15/2014

“There Exists a Reward for Your Activity” The Watchtower, 8/15/2012

Athaliah

The Courage of Jehoiada Learn From the Bible, lesson 53

Balaam

Balaam’s Donkey Speaks Learn From the Bible, lesson 28

Barabbas

Did You Know? (§ What crimes did Barabbas commit?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2011

Barak

A New Leader and Two Brave Women Learn From the Bible, lesson 32

Through Faith, Barak Routed a Mighty Army The Watchtower, 11/15/2003

Barnabas

“Filled With Joy and Holy Spirit” (Box: Barnabas​—“Son of Comfort”) Bearing Witness, chap. 11

“Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah” Bearing Witness, chap. 12

Baruch

Avoid “Seeking Great Things for Yourself” Jeremiah, chap. 9

Jehovah Watches Us for Our Good The Watchtower, 10/15/2008

Baruch​—Jeremiah’s Faithful Secretary The Watchtower, 8/15/2006

Jehovah Blesses and Protects Those Who Are Obedient (§ A Secretary Saved by Obedience) The Watchtower, 10/1/2002

Barzillai

Barzillai​—A Man Aware of His Limitations The Watchtower, 7/15/2007

Bath-sheba

Questions From Readers: Why were David and Bath-sheba not put to death for adultery? The Watchtower, 5/15/2005

Benefactors

Questions From Readers: Who were the Benefactors of whom Jesus spoke on the evening before his death, and why were they given that title? The Watchtower (Study), 11/2018

Beroeans

“He Reasoned With Them From the Scriptures” (§ They Were “More Noble-Minded”) Bearing Witness, chap. 17

Boaz

The Unlikely Marriage of Boaz and Ruth The Watchtower, 4/15/2003

Will Jehovah’s Blessing Overtake You? (§ Boaz Listened to God) The Watchtower, 9/15/2001

Caesar

Did You Know? (§ What is the significance of “Caesar” as used in the Bible?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2011

“He Reasoned With Them From the Scriptures” (Box: The Caesars and the Book of Acts) Bearing Witness, chap. 17

Caiaphas

Jesus Is Taken to Annas, Then to Caiaphas Jesus​—The Way, chap. 125

The High Priest Who Condemned Jesus The Watchtower, 1/15/2006

Cain

From Anger to Murder Learn From the Bible, lesson 4

Our Readers Ask: Where Did Cain Find His Wife? The Watchtower, 9/1/2010

Brothers Who Developed Different Attitudes The Watchtower, 1/15/2002

Canaanites

Why Did God Wage War Against the Canaanites? The Watchtower, 1/1/2010

Captain of the Temple

Did You Know? (§ Who was “the captain of the temple,” and what was his role?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2009

Christians in the First Century

See Jehovah’s Witnesses ➤ History ➤ First Century

Cornelius

Cornelius Receives Holy Spirit Learn From the Bible, lesson 97

“God Is Not Partial” Bearing Witness, chap. 9

Cupbearer

Did You Know? (§ What was involved in being cupbearer to the king?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2010

Cyrus

Portraits From the Past: Cyrus the Great Awake!, 5/2013

Dagger Men

Did You Know? (§ Who were the “dagger men”?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2010

Daniel

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 2/2018
Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah, Daniel, and Job

Do You Know Jehovah as Did Noah, Daniel, and Job?

Four Boys Who Obeyed Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 59

A Kingdom That Will Last Forever Learn From the Bible, lesson 60

Daniel in the Lions’ Pit Learn From the Bible, lesson 64

Questions From Readers: Where was Daniel when the three Hebrews were tested? The Watchtower, 8/1/2001

David

See also the book:
Learn From the Bible, lessons 40-43

❐ The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2016
Imitate Their Faith: “The Battle Belongs to Jehovah”

David Versus Goliath​—Did It Really Happen?

David Was Not Afraid Teach Your Children, lesson 6

“Teach Me to Do Your Will” The Watchtower, 11/15/2012

A Man Agreeable to Jehovah’s Heart The Watchtower, 9/1/2011

King David and Music The Watchtower, 12/1/2009

The Israelites Ask for a King Bible’s Message, section 9

Teach Your Children: David​—Why He Was Not Afraid The Watchtower, 12/1/2008

Questions From Readers: Why were David and Bath-sheba not put to death for adultery? The Watchtower, 5/15/2005

Questions From Readers: Did David and his men break God’s law with impunity? (1 Sam. 21:1-6) The Watchtower, 3/15/2005

Questions From Readers: Did David treat captives savagely? (2 Sam. 12:31; 1 Chron. 20:3) The Watchtower, 2/15/2005

Rely on God’s Spirit in Dealing With Life’s Changes The Watchtower, 4/1/2004

Israel in the Days of David and Solomon “Good Land”

Questions From Readers: Was David the seventh or eighth son of Jesse? (1 Chron. 2:13-15; 1 Sam. 16:10, 11) The Watchtower, 9/15/2002

Deborah

A New Leader and Two Brave Women Learn From the Bible, lesson 32

Imitate Their Faith: “I Arose as a Mother in Israel” The Watchtower, 8/1/2015

Demetrius

“Growing and Prevailing” Despite Opposition (§ “There Arose No Little Disturbance”) Bearing Witness, chap. 20

Dorcas

Teach Your Children: Why Dorcas Was Loved The Watchtower, 8/1/2011

The Congregation “Entered Into a Period of Peace” (Box: Dorcas​—“She Abounded in Good Deeds”) Bearing Witness, chap. 8

Edomites

The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7

Eli

Imitate Their Faith: He “Continued Growing Up With Jehovah” (§ Staying Pure in the Face of Corruption) The Watchtower, 10/1/2010

Elijah

A Test on Mount Carmel Learn From the Bible, lesson 46

Jehovah Strengthened Elijah Learn From the Bible, lesson 47

A Widow’s Son Came Back to Life Learn From the Bible, lesson 48

Imitate Their Faith: He Endured in the Face of Injustice The Watchtower, 2/1/2014

Do You Ever Feel Lonely and Afraid? Teach Your Children, lesson 7

He Stood Up for Pure Worship Imitate, chap. 10

He Took Comfort in His God Imitate, chap. 12

Imitate Their Faith: He Took Comfort in His God The Watchtower, 7/1/2011

Teach Your Children: Do You Ever Feel Lonely and Afraid? The Watchtower, 4/1/2011

Imitate Their Faith: He Watched, and He Waited The Watchtower, 4/1/2008

Imitate Their Faith: He Stood Up for Pure Worship The Watchtower, 1/1/2008

Do You Treasure Elderly Fellow Believers? The Watchtower, 9/1/2003

Elisha

Jehovah’s Fiery Army Learn From the Bible, lesson 52

Elisha Saw Fiery Chariots​—Do You? The Watchtower, 8/15/2013

Questions From Readers: Why did Elisha ask for “two parts” of Elijah’s spirit? The Watchtower, 11/1/2003

Elizabeth

Elizabeth Has a Baby Learn From the Bible, lesson 68

Jesus Is Honored Before His Birth Jesus​—The Way, chap. 2

Enoch

Imitate Their Faith: “He Had Pleased God Well” The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2017

Courageous Through Faith and Godly Fear (§ A Man Who “Pleased God Well”) The Watchtower, 10/1/2006

Walk With God in These Turbulent Times The Watchtower, 9/1/2005

Enoch Walked With God in an Ungodly World The Watchtower, 9/15/2001

Epicureans and Stoics

“Seek God, . . . and Really Find Him” (Box: Epicureans and Stoics) Bearing Witness, chap. 18

Esau

Jacob Got the Inheritance Learn From the Bible, lesson 12

Jacob and Esau Make Peace Learn From the Bible, lesson 13

Questions From Readers: In ancient Israel, was the line leading to the Messiah tied to the right of the firstborn? The Watchtower (Study), 12/2017

Esther

Esther Saves Her People Learn From the Bible, lesson 65

She Stood Up for God’s People Imitate, chap. 15

She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly Imitate, chap. 16

Imitate Their Faith: She Acted Wisely, Bravely, and Selflessly The Watchtower, 1/1/2012

Imitate Their Faith: She Stood Up for God’s People The Watchtower, 10/1/2011

Eunuchs

Did You Know? (§ As used in the Bible, what does the term “eunuch” mean?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2015

A Humble African Who Loved God’s Word The Watchtower, 4/1/2005

Eve

See The Bible ➤ People of the Bible ➤ Adam and Eve

Ezekiel

Ezekiel​—His Life and Times Pure Worship, teaching box 2B

Questions From Readers: In what sense did Ezekiel become “mute” during Jerusalem’s siege? The Watchtower, 12/1/2003

Ezra

Ezra Taught God’s Law Learn From the Bible, lesson 66

Felix

“Be of Good Courage!” (Box: Felix​—Procurator of Judea) Bearing Witness, chap. 24

Gaius

How Gaius Helped His Brothers The Watchtower (Study), 5/2017

Gallio

“Keep On Speaking and Do Not Keep Silent” (§ “I Have Many People in This City”) Bearing Witness, chap. 19

Gamaliel

“We Must Obey God as Ruler” (Box: Gamaliel​—Esteemed Among the Rabbis) Bearing Witness, chap. 5

Gehazi

Teach Your Children: Gehazi Was Ruined by Greed The Watchtower, 9/1/2012

Gibeonites

Joshua and the Gibeonites Learn From the Bible, lesson 31

Gideon

Gideon Conquered the Midianites Learn From the Bible, lesson 34

“Jehovah’s Sword and Gideon’s!” The Watchtower, 7/15/2005

Habakkuk

Trust in Jehovah and Live! The Watchtower (Study), 11/2018

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Habakkuk Kingdom Ministry, 12/2015

Hannah

Hannah Prays for a Son Learn From the Bible, lesson 35

She Opened Her Heart to God in Prayer Imitate, chap. 6

Imitate Their Faith: She Opened Her Heart to God in Prayer The Watchtower, 7/1/2010

How Hannah Found Peace The Watchtower, 3/15/2007

Will Jehovah’s Blessing Overtake You? (§ Hannah’s Trials and Blessings) The Watchtower, 9/15/2001

Herod Agrippa I

“The Word of Jehovah Went On Growing” (Box: King Herod Agrippa I) Bearing Witness, chap. 10

Herod Agrippa II

“I Appeal to Caesar!” (Box: King Herod Agrippa II) Bearing Witness, chap. 25

Herod the Great

They Escape From a Wicked Ruler Jesus​—The Way, chap. 8

“In the Days of Herod the King” The Watchtower, 12/1/2009

Herod the Great​—A Master Builder Awake!, 9/2009

Hezekiah

Jehovah’s Angel Protected Hezekiah Learn From the Bible, lesson 55

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!

Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?

Seven Shepherds, Eight Dukes​—What They Mean for Us Today The Watchtower, 11/15/2013

Teach Your Children: “He Kept Sticking to Jehovah” The Watchtower, 3/1/2012

“Do Not Lean Upon Your Own Understanding” (§ When in Distress) The Watchtower, 11/15/2011

Hosea

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Hosea Kingdom Ministry, 11/2013

❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2005
Hosea’s Prophecy Helps Us to Walk With God

Walk With God, and Reap What Is Good

Isaac

A Son At Last! Learn From the Bible, lesson 9

A Test of Faith Learn From the Bible, lesson 11

Jacob Got the Inheritance Learn From the Bible, lesson 12

The World of the Patriarchs “Good Land”

Isaiah

An Ancient Prophet With a Modern Message Isaiah’s Prophecy I, chap. 1

Israelites

The Twelve Spies Learn From the Bible, lesson 26

Did You Know? (§ Why were the Jews so interested in their genealogies?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ How did the Jews compile and preserve their genealogies?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ Why did God choose quail to feed the Israelites in the wilderness?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2011

God Delivers the Sons of Israel Bible’s Message, section 7

“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Jews in Mesopotamia and Egypt) Bearing Witness, chap. 3

“Filled With Holy Spirit” (Box: Who Were the Proselytes?) Bearing Witness, chap. 3

“Filled With Joy and Holy Spirit” (Box: In the Synagogues of the Jews) Bearing Witness, chap. 11

Did You Know? (§ Why were the Jews widely scattered by Jesus’ time?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2008

Did You Know? (§ Why refer to “12 tribes of Israel” when there were 13?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2008

Ittai

Imitate the Loyalty of Ittai The Watchtower, 5/15/2009

Jabez

Draw Close to God: A “Hearer of Prayer” The Watchtower, 10/1/2010

Jacob

Jacob Got the Inheritance Learn From the Bible, lesson 12

Jacob and Esau Make Peace Learn From the Bible, lesson 13

Questions From Readers: In ancient Israel, was the line leading to the Messiah tied to the right of the firstborn? The Watchtower (Study), 12/2017

Questions From Readers: Was it wrong for Jacob to impersonate Esau? (Gen. 27:18, 19) The Watchtower, 10/1/2007

Jacob Appreciated Spiritual Values The Watchtower, 10/15/2003

The World of the Patriarchs “Good Land”

Jael

A New Leader and Two Brave Women Learn From the Bible, lesson 32

Imitate Their Faith: “I Arose as a Mother in Israel” The Watchtower, 8/1/2015

James (Brother of Jesus)

Did You Know? (§ Who were the different men in the Bible called James?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2009

“We Have Come to a Unanimous Accord” (Box: James​—“The Brother of the Lord”) Bearing Witness, chap. 14

James (Son of Zebedee)

Teach Your Children: They Were Called “Sons of Thunder” The Watchtower, 12/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Who were the different men in the Bible called James?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2009

Jehoash

Teach Your Children: Jehoash Left Jehovah Because of Bad Association The Watchtower, 4/1/2009

Jehoiada

The Courage of Jehoiada Learn From the Bible, lesson 53

Jehoiakim

Serving in “the Final Part of the Days” (Box: Jehoiakim​—The King Who Killed Jehovah’s Prophet) Jeremiah, chap. 2

Jehoshaphat

Jehovah Defends Jehoshaphat Learn From the Bible, lesson 50

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!

Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?

Jehu

A Wicked Queen Is Punished Learn From the Bible, lesson 49

Jehu Champions Pure Worship The Watchtower, 11/15/2011

Now Is the Time for Decisive Action (§ False Religion’s Sudden End) The Watchtower, 12/15/2005

Jephthah

Jephthah’s Promise Learn From the Bible, lesson 36

Being Faithful Leads to God’s Approval The Watchtower (Study), 4/2016

Jephthah Keeps His Vow to Jehovah The Watchtower, 5/15/2007

Jephthah’s Daughter

She Made Her Father and Jehovah Happy Teach Your Children, lesson 4

Teach Your Children: She Was Loved by God and by Her Friends The Watchtower, 2/1/2011

Jephthah Keeps His Vow to Jehovah (§ Jephthah’s Vow) The Watchtower, 5/15/2007

Jeremiah

Jehovah Sends Jeremiah to Preach Learn From the Bible, lesson 57

Jeremiah Did Not Stop Speaking About Jehovah Teach Your Children, lesson 9

Keep Awake, as Jeremiah Did The Watchtower, 3/15/2011

“I Have Put My Words in Your Mouth” Jeremiah, chap. 1

Teach Your Children: Jeremiah Did Not Quit The Watchtower, 12/1/2009

Baruch​—Jeremiah’s Faithful Secretary The Watchtower, 8/15/2006

Be Courageous Like Jeremiah The Watchtower, 5/1/2004

Jewish Religious Leaders

See also the book:
Jesus​—The Way, chapters 29-32, 42, 71, 76, 106-109, 125, 127

“Watch Out for the Leaven of the Pharisees” The Watchtower, 5/15/2012

Did You Know? (§ How did Jewish religious leaders of Jesus’ day view the common people?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Why did the scribes and Pharisees wear “scripture-containing cases”?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ How did the scribes and Pharisees resemble “whitewashed graves”?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2009

Did You Know? (§ Who were the scribes?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2009

“Hear My Defense” (Box: The Sadducees and the Pharisees) Bearing Witness, chap. 23

“Learn From Me” The Watchtower, 12/15/2001

The Hasmonaeans and Their Legacy The Watchtower, 6/15/2001

Jezebel

A Wicked Queen Is Punished Learn From the Bible, lesson 49

Joanna

What We Can Learn From Joanna The Watchtower, 8/15/2015

Job

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 2/2018
Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah, Daniel, and Job

Do You Know Jehovah as Did Noah, Daniel, and Job?

Who Was Job? Learn From the Bible, lesson 16

Job Held High the Name of Jehovah The Watchtower, 4/15/2009

Job Keeps His Integrity Bible’s Message, section 6

❐ The Watchtower, 8/15/2006
Job​—A Man of Endurance and Integrity

“You Have Heard of the Endurance of Job”

How to Make God Happy Teacher, chap. 40

Questions From Readers: For how long a period of time did Job suffer? The Watchtower, 8/15/2001

Joel

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Joel Kingdom Ministry, 7/2013

John (Apostle)

The Revelation to John Learn From the Bible, lesson 102

Teach Your Children: They Were Called “Sons of Thunder” The Watchtower, 12/1/2011

“Men Unlettered and Ordinary” (Box: John​—The Disciple Whom Jesus Loved) Bearing Witness, chap. 4

John the Baptizer

John Prepares the Way Learn From the Bible, lesson 73

John the Baptist Prepares the Way Jesus​—The Way, chap. 11

Jonah

Jehovah Was Patient With Jonah Learn From the Bible, lesson 54

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Jonah Kingdom Ministry, 4/2013

He Learned From His Mistakes Imitate, chap. 13

He Learned a Lesson in Mercy Imitate, chap. 14

Imitate Their Faith: He Learned a Lesson in Mercy The Watchtower, 4/1/2009

Imitate Their Faith: He Learned From His Mistakes The Watchtower, 1/1/2009

Try to See Others as Jehovah Sees Them (§ A Candid Look at Jonah) The Watchtower, 3/15/2003

Jonathan

Brave and Loyal Jonathan Learn From the Bible, lesson 42

Prove Yourself Loyal to Jehovah The Watchtower (Study), 2/2016

Love Those Whom God Loves (§ Learning From a Bible Example) “God’s Love,” chap. 3

Jonathan​—“It Was With God That He Worked” The Watchtower, 9/15/2007

Joseph (Adoptive Father of Jesus)

Did You Know? (§ Who was Joseph’s father?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016

Mary​—Pregnant But Not Married Jesus—​The Way, chap. 4

He Protected, He Provided, He Persevered Imitate, chap. 19

Imitate Their Faith: He Protected, He Provided, He Persevered The Watchtower, 4/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ Why did Joseph intend to divorce Mary when they were only engaged?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2009

Learning From Jesus’ Human Family (§ Joseph​—A Righteous Man) The Watchtower, 12/15/2003

Joseph (Son of Jacob)

A Slave Who Obeyed God Learn From the Bible, lesson 14

Jehovah Never Forgot Joseph Learn From the Bible, lesson 15

Imitate Their Faith: “Am I in the Place of God?” The Watchtower, 5/1/2015

Imitate Their Faith: “Do Not Interpretations Belong to God?” The Watchtower, 2/1/2015

Imitate Their Faith: “How Could I Commit This Great Badness?” The Watchtower, 11/1/2014

Imitate Their Faith: “Please Listen to This Dream” The Watchtower, 8/1/2014

“Your Reminders Are What I Am Fond Of” (§ Maintaining Chastity) The Watchtower, 6/15/2006

Do Your Circumstances Control Your Life? (§ Faced With Serious Challenges) The Watchtower, 6/1/2004

Youths, Walk Worthily of Jehovah (§ “Jehovah Was With Joseph”) The Watchtower, 10/15/2003

Joseph of Arimathea

Joseph of Arimathea Takes a Stand The Watchtower (Study), 10/2017

Joshua

Jehovah Chose Joshua Learn From the Bible, lesson 29

Joshua and the Gibeonites Learn From the Bible, lesson 31

Be Courageous​—Jehovah Is With You! The Watchtower, 1/15/2013

Will You Follow Jehovah’s Loving Guidance? (§ Do Not Follow “After the Crowd”) The Watchtower, 7/15/2011

While You Are Young, Choose to Serve Jehovah (§ Serving Jehovah Is the Right Thing to Do) The Watchtower, 5/15/2008

What Joshua Remembered The Watchtower, 12/1/2002

Josiah

Josiah Loved God’s Law Learn From the Bible, lesson 56

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 3/2017
Serve Jehovah With a Complete Heart!

Will You Apply Your Heart to the Things Written?

Josiah Had Good Friends Teach Your Children, lesson 8

Serving in “the Final Part of the Days” Jeremiah, chap. 2

Be Zealous for Jehovah’s House! (§ Respond Promptly to Direction) The Watchtower, 6/15/2009

Teach Your Children: Josiah Chose to Do What Was Right The Watchtower, 2/1/2009

You Can Succeed Regardless of Your Upbringing The Watchtower, 4/15/2001

Humble Josiah Had Jehovah’s Favor The Watchtower, 9/15/2000

Jotham

Teach Your Children: Jotham Remained Faithful Despite Troubles at Home The Watchtower, 12/1/2012

Judaizers

“There Had Occurred No Little Dissension” (Box: The Teachings of the Judaizers) Bearing Witness, chap. 13

Judas Iscariot

Christ Is Betrayed and Arrested Jesus​—The Way, chap. 124

Questions From Readers: Did many apostles complain about Jesus’ being anointed with costly oil? The Watchtower, 4/15/2000

Kings

See also kings by name

❐ New World Translation, Appendix
A6-A Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 1)

A6-B Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 2)

Korah

They Rebelled Against Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 27

Are You Known by Jehovah? (§ A Contrast Between Humility and Pride) The Watchtower, 9/15/2011

Loyally Submit to Godly Authority The Watchtower, 8/1/2002 ¶8-13

Lazarus

Jesus Resurrects Lazarus Learn From the Bible, lesson 86

Lazarus Is Resurrected Jesus​—The Way, chap. 91

Leah

Distressed Sisters Who “Built the House of Israel” The Watchtower, 10/1/2007

Levites

Questions From Readers: How could the Levite Hanamel have a field to sell? (Jer. 32:7) The Watchtower, 3/1/2004

Loyally Submit to Godly Authority The Watchtower, 8/1/2002 ¶6-7

Lot’s Wife

Remember the Wife of Lot Learn From the Bible, lesson 10

Do Not Look at “the Things Behind” The Watchtower, 3/15/2012

Luke

“Step Over Into Macedonia” (Box: Luke​—The Writer of Acts) Bearing Witness, chap. 16

Luke​—A Beloved Fellow Worker The Watchtower, 11/15/2007

Lydia

“Step Over Into Macedonia” (Box: Lydia​—The Seller of Purple) Bearing Witness, chap. 16

“She Just Made Us Come” The Watchtower, 3/15/2007

Magi

Did You Know? (§ Who were the Magi who visited the infant Jesus?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2010

Mark (John Mark)

Mark​—‘Useful for Ministering’ The Watchtower, 3/15/2010

“Strengthening the Congregations” (Box: Mark Enjoys Many Privileges) Bearing Witness, chap. 15

Teach Your Children: Mark Did Not Give Up The Watchtower, 2/1/2008

Martha

Lessons About Hospitality and Prayer Jesus​—The Way, chap. 74

“I Have Believed” Imitate, chap. 20

Imitate Their Faith: “I Have Believed” The Watchtower, 4/1/2011

Mary (Mother of Jesus)

Gabriel Visits Mary Learn From the Bible, lesson 69

Mary​—Pregnant But Not Married Jesus—​The Way, chap. 4

Imitate Their Faith: She Survived the Sword of Grief The Watchtower, 5/1/2014

“Look! Jehovah’s Slave Girl!” Imitate, chap. 17

She Drew “Conclusions in Her Heart” Imitate, chap. 18

Myth 5: Mary Is the Mother of God The Watchtower, 11/1/2009

❐ The Watchtower, 1/1/2009
What Mary’s Example Can Teach Us

Mary’s Role in God’s Purpose

Imitate Their Faith: She Drew “Conclusions in Her Heart” The Watchtower, 10/1/2008

Imitate Their Faith: “Look! Jehovah’s Slave Girl!” The Watchtower, 7/1/2008

Questions From Readers: Was Jesus disrespectful in the way he addressed his mother? (John 2:4) The Watchtower, 12/1/2006

Learning From Jesus’ Human Family (§ Mary​—An Unselfish Servant of God) The Watchtower, 12/15/2003

Mary (Sister of Lazarus)

A Meal at Simon’s House in Bethany Jesus​—The Way, chap. 101

Matthew

Matthew Is Called Jesus​—The Way, chap. 27

Matthias

“You Will Be Witnesses of Me” (§ “Designate Which One . . . You Have Chosen”) Bearing Witness, chap. 2

Mephibosheth

Do Not Let Illness Rob You of Joy The Watchtower, 12/15/2011

Teach Your Children: Have You Ever Felt Like an Outsider? The Watchtower, 6/1/2011

They Coped With Thorns in Their Flesh (§ The Thorns Afflicting Mephibosheth) The Watchtower, 2/15/2002

Micah

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Micah Kingdom Ministry, 1/2014

Miriam

Draw Close to God: Jehovah Values Meekness The Watchtower, 8/1/2009

Moabites

The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7

Mordecai

Esther Saves Her People Learn From the Bible, lesson 65

Moses

See also the book:
Learn From the Bible, lessons 17-27, 29

Where Are Your Eyes Looking? The Watchtower (Study), 7/2018

❐ The Watchtower, 4/15/2014
Imitate the Faith of Moses

Do You See “the One Who Is Invisible”?

❐ The Watchtower, 2/1/2013
Who Was Moses?

Moses​—A Man of Faith

Moses—​A Man of Humility

Moses​—A Man of Love

Questions From Readers: Why was Moses angry with Aaron’s sons? (Lev. 10:16-20) The Watchtower, 2/15/2011

Draw Close to God: A Judge Who Is Firm for What Is Right The Watchtower, 9/1/2009

❐ Awake!, 4/8/2004
Moses Under Fire

Moses​—How His Life Affects You

Something Greater Than the Treasures of Egypt The Watchtower, 6/15/2002

Naaman

The Warrior and the Little Girl Learn From the Bible, lesson 51

Teach Your Children: He Was Stubborn but Finally Obeyed The Watchtower, 6/1/2012

Nabal

Will Jehovah’s Blessing Overtake You? (§ Nabal Did Not Listen) The Watchtower, 9/15/2001

Nahum

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Nahum Kingdom Ministry, 9/2014

Naomi

Ruth and Naomi Learn From the Bible, lesson 33

“Where You Go I Shall Go” Imitate, chap. 4

Imitate Their Faith: “Where You Go I Shall Go” The Watchtower, 7/1/2012

Keep Jehovah Before You Constantly (§ Always Trust in Jehovah) The Watchtower, 2/15/2008

Nathan

Nathan​—Loyal Advocate of Pure Worship The Watchtower, 2/15/2012

Nebuchadnezzar

A Kingdom Like a Big Tree Learn From the Bible, lesson 62

Nehemiah

The Walls of Jerusalem Learn From the Bible, lesson 67

“Keep Conquering the Evil With the Good” The Watchtower, 7/1/2007

They Coped With Thorns in Their Flesh (§ Nehemiah Coped With His Trials) The Watchtower, 2/15/2002

Nephilim

Do You View Violent Ones as God Does? The Watchtower, 4/15/2000

Nicodemus

He Teaches Nicodemus at Night Jesus​—The Way, chap. 17

Learn a Lesson From Nicodemus The Watchtower, 2/1/2002

Noah

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 2/2018
Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah, Daniel, and Job

Do You Know Jehovah as Did Noah, Daniel, and Job?

Noah’s Ark Learn From the Bible, lesson 5

Imitate Their Faith: He Was Kept “Safe With Seven Others” The Watchtower, 8/1/2013

Imitate Their Faith: He “Walked With the True God” The Watchtower, 4/1/2013

He “Walked With the True God” Imitate, chap. 2

Why God Favored Noah​—Why We Should Care The Watchtower, 6/1/2008

We Shall Walk in the Name of Jehovah Our God The Watchtower, 9/1/2005

Noah’s Faith Condemns the World The Watchtower, 11/15/2001

Paul (Saul of Tarsus)

See also the books:
Bearing Witness, chapters 8, 11-12, 18-22, 26-27
Learn From the Bible, lessons 96, 98-101

Questions From Readers: Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses depict the apostle Paul as being bald or having little hair? The Watchtower (Study), 3/2018

Defending the Good News Before High Officials The Watchtower (Study), 9/2016

Did You Know? (§ How was Roman citizenship an advantage for the apostle Paul?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2015

Find Real Success in Life (§ A Truly Successful Life) The Watchtower, 12/15/2012

“Continue Applying Yourself . . . to Teaching” The Watchtower, 7/15/2010

Make Spiritual Progress by Following Paul’s Example The Watchtower, 5/15/2008

Did You Know? (§ When did Saul become known as Paul?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2008

“We Must Obey God as Ruler Rather Than Men”: Giving a Thorough Witness With “Good Courage” The Watchtower, 11/15/2006

Becoming Progressive and Adaptable Ministers The Watchtower, 12/1/2005

Questions From Readers: Did Paul compromise his Christian faith by saying: “I am a Pharisee”? The Watchtower, 4/15/2005

Persecution Sparks Growth in Antioch (Box: Saul’s “Silent Years”) The Watchtower, 7/15/2000

Peter

Peter Denies Jesus Learn From the Bible, lesson 89

Cornelius Receives Holy Spirit Learn From the Bible, lesson 97

Was Peter the First Pope? The Watchtower, 12/1/2015

He Fought Against Fear and Doubt Imitate, chap. 21

He Was Loyal in the Face of Tests Imitate, chap. 22

He Learned Forgiveness From the Master Imitate, chap. 23

Imitate Their Faith: He Learned Forgiveness From the Master The Watchtower, 4/1/2010

Imitate Their Faith: He Was Loyal in the Face of Tests The Watchtower, 1/1/2010

Imitate Their Faith: He Fought Against Fear and Doubt The Watchtower, 10/1/2009

“Men Unlettered and Ordinary” (Box: Peter​—From Fisherman to Dynamic Apostle) Bearing Witness, chap. 4

Declaring “the Good News About Jesus” (Box: Peter Uses the “Keys of the Kingdom”) Bearing Witness, chap. 7

“God Is Not Partial” Bearing Witness, chap. 9

“The Word of Jehovah Went On Growing” Bearing Witness, chap. 10

How Some Are Remembered (§ What Record Did Peter Leave Behind?) The Watchtower, 8/15/2003

Philip (Evangelizer)

Declaring “the Good News About Jesus” (Box: Philip “the Evangelizer”) Bearing Witness, chap. 7

“Do the Work of an Evangelizer” (§ Zealous Evangelizers of the Past) The Watchtower, 3/15/2004

Philistines

The Nations “Will Have to Know That I Am Jehovah” Pure Worship, chap. 7

Phinehas

Can You Be Like Phinehas When You Face Challenges? The Watchtower, 9/15/2011

Should Christians Be Jealous? (§ Miriam and Phinehas) The Watchtower, 10/15/2002

Pontius Pilate

Questions From Readers: Do secular sources support the existence of Pontius Pilate? The Watchtower, 2/15/2015

Tried by the Sanhedrin, Then On to Pilate Jesus​—The Way, chap. 127

Did You Know? (§ Did Pontius Pilate have reason to fear Caesar?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2009

Did You Know? (§ Why did Pilate fear hearing that Jesus had “made himself God’s son”?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2008

Who Was Pontius Pilate? The Watchtower, 9/15/2005

Porcius Festus

“I Appeal to Caesar!” (Box: Roman Procurator Porcius Festus) Bearing Witness, chap. 25

Praetorian Guard

The Praetorian Guard Receives a Witness The Watchtower, 2/15/2013

Priests

See also priests by name

Did You Know? (§ Who may have been the “chief priests” who were mentioned in the Christian Greek Scriptures?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016

❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2014
Why We Must Be Holy

We Must Be Holy in All Our Conduct
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Priscilla

See The Bible ➤ People of the Bible ➤ Aquila and Priscilla

Prophets

See also prophets by name

Imitate the Spirit of the Prophets The Watchtower (Study), 3/2016

❐ New World Translation, Appendix
A6-A Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 1)

A6-B Chart: Prophets and Kings of Judah and of Israel (Part 2)

Prophets Whose Messages Can Affect Us Jehovah’s Day, chap. 2

Rachel

Questions From Readers: What did Jeremiah mean when he spoke of Rachel’s weeping over her sons? The Watchtower, 12/15/2014

Distressed Sisters Who “Built the House of Israel” The Watchtower, 10/1/2007

Rahab

Rahab Hid the Spies Learn From the Bible, lesson 30

Rahab Believed in Jehovah Teach Your Children, lesson 3

Imitate Their Faith: She Was “Declared Righteous by Works” The Watchtower, 11/1/2013

Teach Your Children: Rahab Listened to the News The Watchtower, 8/1/2009

Rebekah

Imitate Their Faith: “I Am Willing to Go” The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016

Rebekah Wanted to Make Jehovah Happy Teach Your Children, lesson 2

Teach Your Children: Rebekah Was Willing to Please Jehovah The Watchtower, 2/1/2010

Rebekah​—A Godly Woman of Action The Watchtower, 4/15/2004

Rehoboam

He Could Have Had God’s Favor The Watchtower (Study), 6/2018

Ruth

Ruth and Naomi Learn From the Bible, lesson 33

“Where You Go I Shall Go” Imitate, chap. 4

“An Excellent Woman” Imitate, chap. 5

Imitate Their Faith: “An Excellent Woman” The Watchtower, 10/1/2012

Imitate Their Faith: “Where You Go I Shall Go” The Watchtower, 7/1/2012

The Unlikely Marriage of Boaz and Ruth The Watchtower, 4/15/2003

Samaritans

The Woman at the Well Learn From the Bible, lesson 77

Did You Know? (§ Why did a breach exist between Jews and Samaritans in Jesus’ day?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2010

Samson

Jehovah Made Samson Strong Learn From the Bible, lesson 38

Samson Triumphs in the Strength of Jehovah! The Watchtower, 3/15/2005

Questions From Readers: Was it a common practice to tear apart young goats in Samson’s day? The Watchtower, 1/15/2005

Questions From Readers: How could Samson (a Nazirite) touch dead bodies that he had slain? The Watchtower, 1/15/2005

Samuel

Hannah Prays for a Son Learn From the Bible, lesson 35

Jehovah Speaks to Samuel Learn From the Bible, lesson 37

Samuel Kept Doing What Was Right Teach Your Children, lesson 5

He “Continued Growing Up With Jehovah” Imitate, chap. 7

He Endured Despite Disappointments Imitate, chap. 8

Imitate Their Faith: He Endured Despite Disappointments The Watchtower, 1/1/2011

Imitate Their Faith: He “Continued Growing Up With Jehovah” The Watchtower, 10/1/2010

Teach Your Children: Samuel Stuck to What Was Right The Watchtower, 8/1/2008

Samuel Promotes True Worship The Watchtower, 1/15/2007

Sarah

Abraham and Sarah Obeyed God Learn From the Bible, lesson 8

A Son At Last! Learn From the Bible, lesson 9

Imitate Their Faith: God Called Her “Princess” The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2017

Imitate Their Faith: “What a Beautiful Woman You Are” The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2017

Abraham​—A Man of Courage (Box: A Godly Woman and a Precious Wife) The Watchtower, 1/1/2012

Abraham and Sarah​—You Can Imitate Their Faith! The Watchtower, 5/15/2004

Saul (King)

Israel’s First King Learn From the Bible, lesson 39

David and Saul Learn From the Bible, lesson 41

“To Obey Is Better Than a Sacrifice” The Watchtower, 2/15/2011

Shaphan

Are You Acquainted With Shaphan and His Family? The Watchtower, 12/15/2002

Shebna

Discipline​—Evidence of God’s Love The Watchtower (Study), 3/2018

Shem

Teach Your Children: Shem Saw the Badness of Two Worlds The Watchtower, 10/1/2009

Simeon

The Child Who Was Promised Jesus​—The Way, chap. 6

Simon (Magician)

Declaring “the Good News About Jesus” (§ “Give Me Also This Authority”) Bearing Witness, chap. 7

Solomon

Find Real Success in Life (§ Was Solomon Successful in Life?) The Watchtower, 12/15/2012

Is He a Good Example for You or a Warning? The Watchtower, 12/15/2011

Solomon Rules Wisely Bible’s Message, section 10

Did You Know? (§ How much gold did King Solomon own?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2008

Israel in the Days of David and Solomon “Good Land”

Sons of the Prophets

Did You Know? (§ Who were “the sons of the prophets”?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2012

Sons of Zeus

Did You Know? (§ Who were the “Sons of Zeus”? [Acts 28:11]) The Watchtower, 3/1/2009

Stephen

Did You Know? (§ How could the disciple Stephen remain so calm when being persecuted?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2018

Stephen​—“Full of Graciousness and Power” Bearing Witness, chap. 6

Three Hebrews

Four Boys Who Obeyed Jehovah Learn From the Bible, lesson 59

They Did Not Bow Down Learn From the Bible, lesson 61

Tiberius Caesar

Did You Know? (§ Did Pontius Pilate have reason to fear Caesar?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2009

Timothy

Appointed Men​—Learn From Timothy The Watchtower (Study), 4/2018

Paul and Timothy Learn From the Bible, lesson 100

Imitate Their Faith: “My Beloved and Faithful Child in the Lord” The Watchtower, 11/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ The Acts account says that Timothy’s father was a Greek. Does this mean that he came from Greece?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2015

Timothy Wanted to Help People Teach Your Children, lesson 13

Make Your Advancement Manifest The Watchtower, 12/15/2009

“Strengthening the Congregations” Bearing Witness, chap. 15

Teach Your Children: Timothy​—Ready and Willing to Serve The Watchtower, 4/1/2008

Youths​—Pursue Goals That Honor God The Watchtower, 5/1/2007

Widow of Zarephath

The Widow of Zarephath Was Rewarded for Her Faith The Watchtower, 2/15/2014

Zacchaeus

Jesus Heals Blind Men and Helps Zacchaeus Jesus​—The Way, chap. 99

Zechariah (Father of John the Baptizer)

Elizabeth Has a Baby Learn From the Bible, lesson 68

Two Messages From God Jesus​—The Way, chap. 1

Zedekiah

Serving in “the Final Part of the Days” Jeremiah, chap. 2

Zephaniah

Take as a Pattern the Prophets​—Zephaniah Kingdom Ministry, 7/2014

Life in Bible Times

Do You Know the Time? The Watchtower (Study), 9/2018

Did You Know? (§ Why did Joseph shave before seeing Pharaoh?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ The Acts account says that Timothy’s father was a Greek. Does this mean that he came from Greece?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ To what does the expression “bosom position” refer?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ In Bible times, what did it mean if a person ripped apart his garments?) The Watchtower, 4/15/2014
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Did You Know? (§ How did first-century Jews keep time at night?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ How are different times of the day identified in the Bible?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ What was the significance of the city gate?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What privileges and responsibilities were due a firstborn son?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What did it mean for a person to be anointed?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2009

Did You Know? (§ Why did Jesus wash the feet of his apostles?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2009

Houses

Did You Know? (§ What was the purpose of a parapet?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2013

Did You Know? (§ What kind of house might Abram have lived in?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2011

The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: Where They Lived The Watchtower, 1/1/2010

Marriage

Did You Know? (§ On what grounds did Jewish religious leaders grant a divorce?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 4 2016

Did You Know? (§ What was levirate marriage?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Why did Joseph intend to divorce Mary when they were only engaged?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2009

Did You Know? (§ What was the “certificate of divorce”?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2008

Questions From Readers: Under the Law, why did natural sexual functions make one “unclean”? The Watchtower, 6/1/2006

Questions From Readers: Why were Israelite men permitted to marry foreign women? (Deut. 7:1-3; 21:10, 11) The Watchtower, 9/15/2004

Food and Drink

Did You Know? (§ What methods were used to preserve fish in antiquity?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2014

Have You Tasted the Bread of Life? The Watchtower, 6/1/2014

Did You Know? (§ Was Jesus in error when he spoke about salt losing its salinity?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ Why was wine used as medicine during Bible times?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ How did Israelites ensure their water supply?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Why does 1 Corinthians discuss meat sacrificed to idols?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ Why did Jesus say “no one puts new wine into old wineskins”?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What kinds of alcoholic beverages were made in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ Were locusts a common food in John the Baptizer’s day? [Matt. 3:4]) The Watchtower, 10/1/2009

Money and Business

Did You Know? (§ Were the principles of the Mosaic Law actually applied in settling everyday legal disputes in ancient Israel?) The Watchtower (Study), 1/2018

❐ New World Translation, Appendix
B14-A Trade and Commerce

B14-B Currency and Weight

Did You Know? (§ What would the loss of a drachma coin have meant to Jesus’ listeners?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ How were buying and selling done in ancient Israel?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ Why did first-century Jews despise tax collectors?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2012

Life in Bible Times​—Money The Watchtower, 5/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Who were “the bankers” in Jesus’ illustration, and how did they operate?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2008

Did You Know? (§ Why was Judas offered 30 silver pieces?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2008

Did You Know? (§ How much were the widow’s two coins worth?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2008

Did You Know? (§ Why did Jesus pay the temple tax with one coin?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2008

Work

Did You Know? (§ What kinds of tents did the apostle Paul make?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2012

The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: “Workers at Home” The Watchtower, 2/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ Were there beekeepers in ancient Israel?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2009

Farming

Did You Know? (§ Is it believable that in ancient times someone would actually oversow another man’s field with weeds?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2016

Did You Know? (§ How were shepherds paid in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ Why did shepherds in Bible times separate sheep from goats?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2015

Life in Bible Times​—The Shepherd The Watchtower, 11/1/2012

Life in Bible Times​—The Farmer The Watchtower, 5/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ Why were olive trees appreciated in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ What was gleaning, and who benefited from it?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2011

Questions From Readers: Who harvested the firstfruits of the barley? The Watchtower, 7/15/2007

A Year in “the Good Land” The Watchtower, 6/15/2007

Each One Will Sit Under His Fig Tree The Watchtower, 5/15/2003

A Luxuriant Olive Tree in the House of God The Watchtower, 5/15/2000

Fishing

Life in Bible Times​—The Fisherman The Watchtower, 8/1/2012

Fishing on the Sea of Galilee The Watchtower, 10/1/2009

The Galilean Boat​—A Treasure From Bible Times Awake!, 8/2006

Carpentry

The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: “The Carpenter” The Watchtower, 8/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What sort of work would Jesus have done as a carpenter?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2008

Travel

Did You Know? (§ Did the apostle Paul give sound advice when he recommended delaying a sea voyage?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 5 2017

The Life and Times of First-Century Christians: Traveling to the Most Distant Part of the Earth The Watchtower, 11/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ In Paul’s day, why was sailing hazardous during certain times of the year?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What road did Paul travel during his first journey to Rome?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2010

“Filled With Joy and Holy Spirit” (Box: On the Road) Bearing Witness, chap. 11

Funerals and Burial

Did You Know? (§ How did first-century Jews prepare the dead for burial?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2013

Did You Know? (§ Did people play flutes at funerals in Jesus’ day?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2012

Objects and Materials

Did You Know? (§ How was fire transported in ancient times?) The Watchtower (Study), 1/2017

Did You Know? (§ What textiles and dyes were available in Bible times?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 3 2016

Did You Know? (§ In Bible times, how were scrolls made, and how were they used?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016

Did You Know? (§ How were hand mills used in ancient times?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ How did mirrors in Bible times differ from those of today?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2015

Gifts Fit for a King The Watchtower, 3/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ How did ancient shipbuilders waterproof their vessels?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2014

Did You Know? (§ How were slings used in ancient warfare?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2014

Did You Know? (§ Why was ancient Phoenicia famous for its purple dye?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2014

Did You Know? (§ What were the aloes that were used in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 2/1/2014

‘Out of the Mountains You Will Mine Copper’ The Watchtower, 12/1/2013

The Use of Cosmetics in Bible Times The Watchtower, 12/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ What kinds of pen and ink were used in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 11/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ How were letters sent in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 9/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ What kind of “paper” was available in Bible times?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ Why did people in Bible times use bitumen as mortar?) The Watchtower, 7/1/2012

A Look at Colors and Fabrics in Bible Times The Watchtower, 3/1/2012

Life in Bible Times​—Musicians and Their Instruments The Watchtower, 2/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ What evidence is there that bricks were made in ancient Egypt?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ What is the “coccus scarlet material” spoken of in Exodus?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ How do names on clay seals compare with names in the Bible?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2011

Did You Know? (§ Why did the scribes and Pharisees wear “scripture-containing cases”?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What kind of writing tablet is referred to at Luke 1:63?) The Watchtower, 1/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ Why was the perfumed oil used by Mary so expensive?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2008

Did You Know? (§ Why was reading from a scroll quite an undertaking?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2008

Jewish Religion

Did You Know? (§ What Jewish practice caused Jesus to condemn the swearing of oaths?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2017

Questions From Readers: Why was handwashing an issue for Jesus’ antagonists? The Watchtower (Study), 8/2016

Did You Know? (§ Who may have been the “chief priests” who were mentioned in the Christian Greek Scriptures?) The Watchtower (Public), No. 1 2016

Was God’s Law to Israel Just and Fair? The Watchtower, 9/1/2014

Why Did the Law Require Sacrifices? Happy Life, section 13
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Did You Know? (§ Where did the precious stones on the high priest’s breastpiece come from?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2012

The Synagogue​—Where Jesus and His Disciples Preached The Watchtower, 4/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What were the Urim and the Thummim?) The Watchtower, 6/1/2009

“Men Unlettered and Ordinary” (Box: The High Priest and the Chief Priests) Bearing Witness, chap. 4

“We Must Obey God as Ruler” (Box: The Sanhedrin​—High Court of the Jews) Bearing Witness, chap. 5

Did You Know? (§ Why did Jews begin the Sabbath in the evening?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2008

Did You Know? (§ What was a “sabbath day’s journey”?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2008

Roman Rule

Did You Know? (§ How much freedom did Rome grant to the Jewish authorities in Judea in the first century?) The Watchtower (Study), 10/2016

Defending the Good News Before High Officials The Watchtower (Study), 9/2016

Did You Know? (§ What was the role of a centurion in the Roman army?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2015

Did You Know? (§ How was Roman citizenship an advantage for the apostle Paul?) The Watchtower, 3/1/2015

Preparing the Nations for “the Teaching of Jehovah” The Watchtower, 2/15/2015

Did You Know? (§ What was life like for slaves in the Roman world?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2014

Did You Know? (§ What did Jesus mean when he said to go the second mile?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2012

Did You Know? (§ What did Paul mean by “a triumphal procession”?) The Watchtower, 8/1/2010

Did You Know? (§ What census led to Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem?) The Watchtower, 12/1/2009

“Hear My Defense” (Box: Roman Law and Roman Citizens) Bearing Witness, chap. 23

Crime and Punishment

Did You Know? (§ Why did the execution of criminals include the breaking of their legs?) The Watchtower, 5/1/2014

Questions From Readers: Did the Israelites execute criminals on stakes? The Watchtower, 5/15/2013

Did You Know? (§ What crimes merited a death like that of Jesus?) The Watchtower, 4/1/2011

Bible Highlights

Genesis

B2 Genesis and the Travels of the Patriarchs New World Translation, Appendix

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Genesis​—I The Watchtower, 1/1/2004

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Genesis​—II The Watchtower, 1/15/2004

Exodus

B3 The Exodus From Egypt New World Translation, Appendix

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Exodus The Watchtower, 3/15/2004

Leviticus

Questions From Readers: What is foreshadowed by the Jubilee year mentioned in Leviticus 25? The Watchtower, 7/15/2004

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Leviticus The Watchtower, 5/15/2004

Numbers

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Numbers The Watchtower, 8/1/2004

Deuteronomy

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Deuteronomy The Watchtower, 9/15/2004

Joshua

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Joshua The Watchtower, 12/1/2004

Judges

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Judges The Watchtower, 1/15/2005

Chapters 10-12

Jephthah Keeps His Vow to Jehovah The Watchtower, 5/15/2007

Ruth

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ruth The Watchtower, 3/1/2005

First Samuel

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of First Samuel The Watchtower, 3/15/2005

Second Samuel

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Second Samuel The Watchtower, 5/15/2005

First Kings

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of First Kings The Watchtower, 7/1/2005

Second Kings

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Second Kings The Watchtower, 8/1/2005

First Chronicles

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of First Chronicles The Watchtower, 10/1/2005

Second Chronicles

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Second Chronicles The Watchtower, 12/1/2005

Ezra

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ezra The Watchtower, 1/15/2006

Nehemiah

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Nehemiah The Watchtower, 2/1/2006

Chapter 9

Lessons From a Well-Prepared Prayer The Watchtower, 10/15/2013

Chapter 13

You Have Been Sanctified The Watchtower, 8/15/2013

Esther

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Esther The Watchtower, 3/1/2006

Job

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Job The Watchtower, 3/15/2006

Psalms

Inspired Songs That Comfort and Teach Bible’s Message, section 11

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Book One of Psalms The Watchtower, 5/15/2006

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Book Two of Psalms The Watchtower, 6/1/2006

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms The Watchtower, 7/15/2006

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From Book Five of Psalms The Watchtower, 9/1/2006

Psalms 1-2

❐ The Watchtower, 7/15/2004
Do You Find Delight in “the Law of Jehovah”?

“The Decree of Jehovah” Cannot Fail

Psalm 3-4

Complete Trust in Jehovah Inspires Confidence The Watchtower, 5/15/2011

Psalm 34

❐ The Watchtower, 3/1/2007
Let Us Exalt Jehovah’s Name Together

Enjoy Life in the Fear of Jehovah

Psalm 37

“Take Exquisite Delight in Jehovah” The Watchtower, 12/1/2003

Psalm 45

❐ The Watchtower, 2/15/2014
Hail Christ, the Glorious King!

Rejoice Over the Marriage of the Lamb!

Psalm 72

Who Can Deliver Those Crying for Help? The Watchtower, 8/15/2010

Psalm 83

Jehovah’s Answer to a Heartfelt Prayer The Watchtower, 10/15/2008

Psalm 90

Jehovah Shows Us How to Count Our Days The Watchtower, 11/15/2001

Psalm 91

Jehovah Is Our Refuge The Watchtower, 11/15/2001

Psalm 111

Jehovah Deserves Our United Praise The Watchtower, 3/15/2009

Psalm 119

❐ The Watchtower, 4/15/2005
Trust in Jehovah’s Word

Let God’s Word Light Your Roadway

Psalm 121

❐ The Watchtower, 12/15/2004
Jehovah Is Our Helper

Do You Accept Jehovah’s Help?

Psalm 147

“Praise Jah!”​—Why? The Watchtower (Study), 7/2017

Proverbs

Divine Wisdom for Life Bible’s Message, section 12

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Proverbs The Watchtower, 9/15/2006

Chapter 3

Cultivate Intimacy With Jehovah The Watchtower, 1/15/2000

Chapter 4

“Safeguard Your Heart” The Watchtower, 5/15/2000

Chapter 5

You Can Remain Chaste in an Immoral World The Watchtower, 7/15/2000

Chapter 6

Safeguard Your Name The Watchtower, 9/15/2000

Chapter 7

“Keep My Commandments and Continue Living” The Watchtower, 11/15/2000

Chapter 8

“Happy Is the Man That Has Found Wisdom” The Watchtower, 3/15/2001

Chapter 9

‘By Wisdom Our Days Will Become Many’ The Watchtower, 5/15/2001

Chapter 10

Walk in ‘the Path of Uprightness’ The Watchtower, 9/15/2001

‘Blessings Are for the Righteous One’ The Watchtower, 7/15/2001

Chapter 11

Sow Righteousness, Reap God’s Loving-Kindness The Watchtower, 7/15/2002

Integrity Leads the Upright Ones The Watchtower, 5/15/2002

Chapter 12

‘The Lips of Truth Will Endure Forever’ The Watchtower, 3/15/2003

‘One That Is Good Gets God’s Approval’ The Watchtower, 1/15/2003

Chapter 13

“Everyone Shrewd Will Act With Knowledge” The Watchtower, 7/15/2004

“The Law of the Wise One”​—A Source of Life The Watchtower, 9/15/2003

Chapter 14

“The Shrewd One Considers His Steps” The Watchtower, 7/15/2005

“The Tent of the Upright Ones Will Flourish” The Watchtower, 11/15/2004

Chapter 15

The Fear of God​—“A Discipline Toward Wisdom” The Watchtower, 8/1/2006

“Anyone Regarding Reproof Is Shrewd” The Watchtower, 7/1/2006

Chapter 16

“Wisdom Is for a Protection” The Watchtower, 7/15/2007

“Your Plans Will Be Firmly Established” The Watchtower, 5/15/2007

Chapter 31

A Mother’s Wise Counsel The Watchtower, 2/1/2000

Ecclesiastes

Divine Wisdom for Life Bible’s Message, section 12

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ecclesiastes The Watchtower, 11/1/2006

Song of Solomon

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Song of Solomon The Watchtower, 11/15/2006

Isaiah

See also the books:
Isaiah’s Prophecy I
Isaiah’s Prophecy II

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Isaiah​—I The Watchtower, 12/1/2006

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Isaiah​—II The Watchtower, 1/15/2007

Chapter 53

Jehovah’s Servant​—“Pierced for Our Transgression” The Watchtower, 1/15/2009

Jeremiah

See also the book:
Jeremiah

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Jeremiah The Watchtower, 3/15/2007

Lamentations

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Lamentations The Watchtower, 6/1/2007

Ezekiel

An Overview of Ezekiel Pure Worship, teaching box 1B

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ezekiel​—I The Watchtower, 7/1/2007

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Ezekiel​—II The Watchtower, 8/1/2007

Daniel

Draw Close to God: “The Ancient of Days Sat Down” The Watchtower, 10/1/2012

A Prophet in Exile Receives Glimpses of the Future Bible’s Message, section 15

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Daniel The Watchtower, 9/1/2007

Pay Attention to God’s Prophetic Word for Our Day The Watchtower, 5/15/2000

Chapter 4

1914​—A Significant Year in Bible Prophecy Bible Teach, Appendix

Endnotes (§ 22 Why Is the Year 1914 So Important?) Teach Us

Chapter 9

How Daniel’s Prophecy Foretells the Messiah’s Arrival Bible Teach, Appendix

Endnotes (§ 13 The Prophecy of the 70 Weeks) Teach Us

Hosea

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Hosea The Watchtower, 9/15/2007

❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2005
Hosea’s Prophecy Helps Us to Walk With God

Walk With God, and Reap What Is Good

Joel

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos (§ “Alas for the Day”​—Why?) The Watchtower, 10/1/2007

Amos

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Joel and Amos (§ “Get Ready to Meet Your God”) The Watchtower, 10/1/2007

❐ The Watchtower, 11/15/2004
Speak God’s Word With Boldness

Jehovah’s Judgment Will Come Against the Wicked

Search for Jehovah, the Examiner of Hearts

Obadiah

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah (§ Edom “Will Have to Be Cut Off to Time Indefinite”) The Watchtower, 11/1/2007

Jonah

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah (§ “Nineveh Will Be Overthrown”) The Watchtower, 11/1/2007

Micah

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah (§ ‘Their Baldness Is to Be Broadened Out’) The Watchtower, 11/1/2007

Jehovah’s Servants Have True Hope The Watchtower, 8/15/2003

Chapters 3-5

We Will Walk in Jehovah’s Name Forever! The Watchtower, 8/15/2003

Chapters 6-7

What Does Jehovah Expect of Us? The Watchtower, 8/15/2003

Nahum

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (§ “Woe to the City of Bloodshed”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2007

Habakkuk

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (§ ‘The Righteous One Will Keep Living’) The Watchtower, 11/15/2007

Chapter 1

How Much Longer for the Wicked? The Watchtower, 2/1/2000

Chapter 2

Jehovah Will Not Delay The Watchtower, 2/1/2000

Chapter 3

Joyful in the God of Our Salvation The Watchtower, 2/1/2000

Zephaniah

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah (§ “The Day of Jehovah Is Near”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2007

Chapter 1

Jehovah’s Day of Judgment Is Near! The Watchtower, 2/15/2001

Chapter 2

Seek Jehovah Before the Day of His Anger The Watchtower, 2/15/2001

Chapter 3

Jehovah’s Restored People Praise Him Earth Wide The Watchtower, 2/15/2001

Haggai

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Haggai and Zechariah (§ “Set Your Heart Upon Your Ways”) The Watchtower, 12/1/2007

Zechariah

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Books of Haggai and Zechariah (§ ‘Not by Power, but by My Spirit’) The Watchtower, 12/1/2007

Chapters 5-6

❐ The Watchtower (Study), 10/2017
Visions of Zechariah​—How They Affect You

Chariots and a Crown Safeguard You

Chapter 12

No Weapon Formed Against You Will Succeed The Watchtower, 12/15/2007

Chapter 14

Stay in Jehovah’s Valley of Protection The Watchtower, 2/15/2013

Malachi

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Malachi The Watchtower, 12/15/2007

❐ The Watchtower, 5/1/2002
Meeting Divine Requirements Magnifies Jehovah

Jehovah Hates the Course of Treachery

Who Will Survive the Day of Jehovah?

Chapter 3

The Kingdom Is Born in Heaven God’s Kingdom Rules!, chap. 2

Matthew

Questions From Readers: Why do Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts about Jesus’ early life differ? The Watchtower (Study), 8/2017

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Matthew The Watchtower, 1/15/2008

Mark

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Mark The Watchtower, 2/15/2008

Luke

Questions From Readers: Why do Matthew’s and Luke’s accounts about Jesus’ early life differ? The Watchtower (Study), 8/2017

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Luke The Watchtower, 3/15/2008

John

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of John The Watchtower, 4/15/2008

Chapter 17

Act in Harmony With Jesus’ Loving Prayer The Watchtower, 10/15/2013

Acts

See also the book:
Bearing Witness

The Apostles Preach Fearlessly Bible’s Message, section 22

The Good News Spreads Bible’s Message, section 23

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Acts The Watchtower, 5/15/2008

Romans

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letter to the Romans The Watchtower, 6/15/2008

Chapter 11

‘O the Depth of God’s Wisdom!’ The Watchtower, 5/15/2011

Chapter 12

❐ The Watchtower, 10/15/2009
“Be Aglow With the Spirit”

“Be Peaceable With All Men”

First Corinthians

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Corinthians (§ ‘Stay Awake, Stand Firm, Grow Mighty’) The Watchtower, 7/15/2008

Second Corinthians

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Corinthians (§ ‘Continue to Be Readjusted’) The Watchtower, 7/15/2008

Galatians

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ “Declared Righteous”​—How?) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008

Ephesians

Let Contrasts Help You The Watchtower, 9/15/2013

Are You “Rooted and Established on the Foundation”? The Watchtower, 10/15/2009

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ ‘Gathering of All Things in the Christ’) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008

Chapter 4

Do Not Grieve Jehovah’s Holy Spirit The Watchtower, 5/15/2010

Philippians

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ “Go on Walking Orderly”) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008

Colossians

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Galatians, the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians (§ “Being Stabilized in the Faith”) The Watchtower, 8/15/2008

First Thessalonians

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Stay Awake”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008

Second Thessalonians

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Stand Firm”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008

First Timothy

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Guard What Is Laid Up in Trust With You”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008

Second Timothy

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to the Thessalonians and to Timothy (§ “Preach the Word, Be at It Urgently”) The Watchtower, 9/15/2008

What Can Help Us to Handle the Word of the Truth Aright? The Watchtower, 1/1/2003

Titus

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews (§ Remain Spiritually Healthy) The Watchtower, 10/15/2008

Philemon

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews (§ Exhort “on the Basis of Love”) The Watchtower, 10/15/2008

Hebrews

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters to Titus, to Philemon, and to the Hebrews (§ “Press On to Maturity”) The Watchtower, 10/15/2008

James

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of James and of Peter (§ God Gives Wisdom to Those “Asking in Faith”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2008

First Peter

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of James and of Peter (§ ‘Stand Solid in the Faith’) The Watchtower, 11/15/2008

Second Peter

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of James and of Peter (§ “Jehovah’s Day Will Come”) The Watchtower, 11/15/2008

Chapter 3

❐ The Watchtower, 7/15/2010
What Jehovah’s Day Will Reveal

“What Sort of Persons Ought You to Be!”

Do You Have “a Waiting Attitude”? The Watchtower, 7/15/2003

First John

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ Keep Walking in the Light and in Love and by Faith) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008

Second John

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ Keep “Walking in the Truth”) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008

Third John

How Gaius Helped His Brothers The Watchtower (Study), 5/2017

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ Become “Fellow Workers in the Truth”) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008

Jude

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Letters of John and of Jude (§ “Keep Yourselves in God’s Love”) The Watchtower, 12/15/2008

Revelation

The Revelation to John Learn From the Bible, lesson 102

Paradise Regained! Bible’s Message, section 26

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Revelation​—I The Watchtower, 1/15/2009

Jehovah’s Word Is Alive: Highlights From the Book of Revelation​—II The Watchtower, 2/15/2009

“Treasures From God’s Word” (Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook series)

Second Chronicles

Chapters 29-32

True Worship Requires Hard Work Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016

Chapters 33-36

Jehovah Values Genuine Repentance Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016

Ezra

Chapters 1-5

Jehovah Keeps His Promises Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016

Chapters 6-10

Jehovah Wants Willing Servants Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2016

Nehemiah

Chapters 1-4

Nehemiah Loved True Worship Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016

Chapters 5-8

Nehemiah Was an Outstanding Overseer Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016

Chapters 9-11

Faithful Worshippers Support Theocratic Arrangements Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016

Chapters 12-13

Practical Lessons From Nehemiah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016

Esther

Chapters 1-5

Esther Stood Up for God’s People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2016

Chapters 6-10

Esther Acted Unselfishly for Jehovah and for His People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016

Job

Chapters 1-5

Job Kept Integrity Under Test Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016

Chapters 6-10

Faithful Job Expresses His Anguish Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016

Chapters 11-15

Job Was Confident in the Resurrection Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2016

Chapters 16-20

Encourage and Strengthen Others With Kind Words Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016

Chapters 21-27

Job Resisted Wrong Thinking Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016

Chapters 28-32

Job Was an Example of Integrity Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016

Chapters 33-37

A True Friend Gives Upbuilding Counsel Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2016

Chapters 38-42

Praying for Others Pleases Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016

Psalms

Psalms 1-10

Peace With Jehovah Requires That We Honor His Son, Jesus Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016

Psalms 11-18

Who May Be a Guest in Jehovah’s Tent? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016

Psalms 19-25

Prophecies Give Details About the Messiah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016

Psalms 26-33

Look to Jehovah for Courage Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2016

Psalms 34-37

Trust in Jehovah and Do Good Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016

Psalms 38-44

Jehovah Sustains Those Who Are Ill Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016

Psalms 45-51

Jehovah Will Not Reject a Broken Heart Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016

Psalms 52-59

“Throw Your Burden on Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2016

Psalms 60-68

Praise Jehovah, the Hearer of Prayer Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016

Psalms 69-73

Jehovah’s People Are Zealous for True Worship Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016

Psalms 74-78

Remember the Works of Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016

Psalms 79-86

Who Is the Most Important Person in Your Life? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2016

Psalms 87-91

Remain in the Secret Place of the Most High Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016

Psalms 92-101

Thriving Spiritually in Old Age Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016

Psalms 102-105

Jehovah Remembers That We Are Dust Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016

Psalms 106-109

“Give Thanks to Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016

Psalms 110-118

“With What Will I Repay Jehovah?” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2016

Psalm 119

“Walk in the Law of Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016

Psalms 120-134

“My Help Comes From Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016

Psalms 135-141

We Are Wonderfully Made Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016

Psalms 142-150

“Jehovah Is Great and Most Worthy of Praise” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2016

Proverbs

Chapters 1-6

“Trust in Jehovah With All Your Heart” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016

Chapters 7-11

“Do Not Let Your Heart Turn Aside” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016

Chapters 12-16

Wisdom Is Better Than Gold Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016

Chapters 17-21

Pursue Peace With Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016

Chapters 22-26

“Train a Boy in the Way He Should Go” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2016

Chapters 27-31

The Bible Describes a Capable Wife Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016

Ecclesiastes

Chapters 1-6

Find Enjoyment in All Your Hard Work Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016

Chapters 7-12

“Remember . . . Your Grand Creator in the Days of Your Youth” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016

Song of Solomon

Chapters 1-8

The Shulammite Girl​—An Example Worthy of Imitation Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2016

Isaiah

Chapters 1-5

“Let Us Go Up to the Mountain of Jehovah” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016

Chapters 6-10

The Messiah Fulfilled Prophecy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016

Chapters 11-16

The Knowledge of Jehovah Will Fill the Earth Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016

Chapters 17-23

Abuse of Power Leads to Loss of Authority Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2016

Chapters 24-28

Jehovah Takes Care of His People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017

Chapters 29-33

“A King Will Reign for Righteousness” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017

Chapters 34-37

Hezekiah’s Faith Was Rewarded Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017

Chapters 38-42

Jehovah Gives Power to the Tired One Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017

Chapters 43-46

Jehovah Is the God of True Prophecy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2017

Chapters 47-51

Obedience to Jehovah Leads to Blessings Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017

Chapters 52-57

Christ Suffered for Us Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017

Chapters 58-62

“Proclaim the Year of Jehovah’s Goodwill” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017

Chapters 63-66

New Heavens and a New Earth Will Cause Great Rejoicing Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2017

Jeremiah

Chapters 1-4

“I Am With You to Save You” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017

Chapters 5-7

They Stopped Doing God’s Will Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017

Chapters 8-11

Humans Can Have Success Only With Jehovah’s Guidance Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017

Chapters 12-16

Israel Forgot Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2017

Chapters 17-21

Let Jehovah Mold Your Thinking and Conduct Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017

Chapters 22-24

Do You Have “a Heart to Know” Jehovah? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017

Chapters 25-28

Be Courageous Like Jeremiah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017

Chapters 29-31

Jehovah Foretold the New Covenant Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2017

Chapters 32-34

A Sign That Israel Would Be Restored Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017

Chapters 35-38

Ebed-melech​—An Example of Bravery and Kindness Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017

Chapters 39-43

Jehovah Will Render to Each One According to His Works Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017

Chapters 44-48

Stop “Seeking Great Things for Yourself” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017

Chapters 49-50

Jehovah Blesses Humility and Punishes Arrogance Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2017

Chapters 51-52

Jehovah’s Word Comes True in Every Detail Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017

Lamentations

Chapters 1-5

A Waiting Attitude Helps Us to Endure Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017

Ezekiel

Chapters 1-5

Ezekiel Delighted to Declare God’s Message Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017

Chapters 6-10

Will You Be Marked for Survival? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2017

Chapters 11-14

Do You Have a Heart of Flesh? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017

Chapters 15-17

Do You Keep Your Promises? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017

Chapters 18-20

When Jehovah Forgives, Does He Forget? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017

Chapters 21-23

The Kingship Belongs to the One With the Legal Right Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017

Chapters 24-27

A Prophecy Against Tyre Strengthens Confidence in Jehovah’s Word Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2017

Chapters 28-31

Jehovah Rewarded a Pagan Nation Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017

Chapters 32-34

The Watchman’s Heavy Responsibility Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017

Chapters 35-38

Gog of Magog Will Soon Be Destroyed Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017

Chapters 39-41

Ezekiel’s Temple Vision and You Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2017

Chapters 42-45

Pure Worship Restored! Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017

Chapters 46-48

Blessings That Restored Israel Would Enjoy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017

Daniel

Chapters 1-3

Loyalty to Jehovah Brings Rewards Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017

Chapters 4-6

Are You Serving Jehovah Continually? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2017

Chapters 7-9

Daniel’s Prophecy Foretold the Messiah’s Arrival Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017

Chapters 10-12

Jehovah Foresaw the Future of Kings Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017

Hosea

Chapters 1-7

Jehovah Delights in Loyal Love​—Do You? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017

Chapters 8-14

Offer Your Very Best to Jehovah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017

Joel

Chapters 1-3

“Your Sons and Your Daughters Will Prophesy” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2017

Amos

Chapters 1-9

“Search for Jehovah, and Keep Living” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017

Jonah

Lessons From the Book of Jonah Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017

Chapters 1-4

Learn From Your Mistakes Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017

Micah

Chapters 1-7

What Does Jehovah Require of Us? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017

Habakkuk

Chapters 1-3

Remain Spiritually Alert and Active Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2017

Zephaniah

Chapters 1-3

Seek Jehovah Before His Day of Anger Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017

Zechariah

Chapters 1-8

“Take Firm Hold of the Robe of a Jew” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017

Chapters 9-14

Stay in “the Valley of the Mountains” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017

Malachi

Chapters 1-4

Does Your Marriage Please Jehovah? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2017

Matthew

Chapters 1-3

“The Kingdom of the Heavens Has Drawn Near” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018

Chapters 4-5

Lessons Learned From Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018

Chapters 6-7

Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018

Chapters 8-9

Jesus Loved People Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018

Chapters 10-11

Jesus Offered Refreshment Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 1/2018

Chapters 12-13

The Illustration of the Wheat and the Weeds Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018

Chapters 14-15

Feeding Many Through the Hands of a Few Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018

Chapters 16-17

Whose Thoughts Are You Thinking? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018

Chapters 18-19

Carefully Avoid Stumbling Yourself and Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 2/2018

Chapters 20-21

“Whoever Wants to Become Great Among You Must Be Your Minister” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018

Chapters 22-23

Obey the Two Greatest Commandments Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018

Chapter 24

Remain Spiritually Awake During the Last Days Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018

Chapter 25

“Keep on the Watch” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 3/2018

Chapter 26

The Passover and the Memorial​—Similarities and Differences Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018

Chapters 27-28

Go Make Disciples​—Why, Where, and How? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018

Mark

Chapters 1-2

“Your Sins Are Forgiven” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018

Chapters 3-4

Healing on the Sabbath Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018

Chapters 5-6

Jesus Has the Power to Resurrect Our Dead Loved Ones Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 4/2018

Chapters 7-8

Pick Up Your Torture Stake and Keep Following Me Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018

Chapters 9-10

A Faith-Strengthening Vision Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018

Chapters 11-12

She Put In More Than All the Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018

Chapters 13-14

Avoid Becoming Ensnared by Fear of Man Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 5/2018

Chapters 15-16

Jesus Fulfilled Prophecy Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018

Luke

Chapter 1

Imitate Mary’s Humility Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018

Chapters 2-3

Young Ones​—Are You Growing Spiritually? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018

Chapters 4-5

Resist Temptations as Jesus Did Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 6/2018

Chapters 6-7

Measure Out Generously Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018

Chapters 8-9

Be My Follower​—What Is Needed? Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018

Chapters 10-11

The Parable of the Neighborly Samaritan Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018

Chapters 12-13

“You Are Worth More Than Many Sparrows” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018

Chapters 14-16

The Parable of the Lost Son Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 7/2018

Chapters 17-18

Show Gratitude Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018

Chapters 19-20

Learn From the Illustration of the Ten Minas Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018

Chapters 21-22

“Your Deliverance Is Getting Near” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018

Chapters 23-24

Be Ready to Forgive Others Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 8/2018

John

Chapters 1-2

Jesus Performs His First Miracle Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018

Chapters 3-4

Jesus Witnesses to a Samaritan Woman Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018

Chapters 5-6

Follow Jesus With the Right Motive Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018

Chapters 7-8

Jesus Glorified His Father Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 9/2018

Chapters 9-10

Jesus Cares for His Sheep Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018

Chapters 11-12

Imitate Jesus’ Compassion Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018

Chapters 13-14

“I Set the Pattern for You” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018

Chapters 15-17

“You Are No Part of the World” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018

Chapters 18-19

Jesus Bore Witness to the Truth Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 10/2018

Chapters 20-21

“Do You Love Me More Than These?” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018

Acts

Chapters 1-3

Holy Spirit Is Poured Out on the Christian Congregation Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018

Chapters 4-5

They Kept Speaking God’s Word With Boldness Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018

Chapters 6-8

The New Christian Congregation Is Tested Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 11/2018

Chapters 9-11

A Vicious Persecutor Becomes a Zealous Witness Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018

Chapters 12-14

Barnabas and Paul Make Disciples in Faraway Places Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018

Chapters 15-16

A Unanimous Decision Based on God’s Word Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018

Chapters 17-18

Imitate the Apostle Paul in Preaching and Teaching Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018

Chapters 19-20

“Pay Attention to Yourselves and to All the Flock” Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook, 12/2018
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A3

How the Bible Came to Us


The Author and Originator of the Bible is also its Preserver. He is the One who caused this statement to be recorded:

“The word of our God endures forever.”—Isaiah 40:8.






That statement is true, even though no original Bible manuscript of the Hebrew and Aramaic Scriptures* or of the Christian Greek Scriptures has survived to our day. Therefore, how can we be so certain that the contents of the Bible we have today truly reflect the original inspired writings?

COPYISTS PRESERVE GOD’S WORD

Regarding the Hebrew Scriptures, part of the answer lies in an ancient tradition that was established by God, who said that the text should be copied.* For example, Jehovah instructed the kings of Israel to make their own copies of the written Law. (Deuteronomy 17:18) Additionally, God made the Levites responsible for preserving the Law and teaching it to the people. (Deuteronomy 31:26; Nehemiah 8:7) After the exile of the Jews to Babylon, a class of copyists, or scribes (Sopherim), developed. (Ezra 7:6, footnotes) Over time, those scribes made numerous copies of the 39 books of the Hebrew Scriptures.

Through the centuries, scribes meticulously copied these books. During the Middle Ages, a group of Jewish scribes known as the Masoretes carried on that tradition. The oldest complete Masoretic manuscript is the Leningrad Codex, which dates from 1008/1009 C.E. However, in the middle of the 20th century, some 220 Biblical manuscripts or fragments were discovered among the Dead Sea Scrolls. Those Biblical manuscripts were more than a thousand years older than the Leningrad Codex. A comparison of the Dead Sea Scrolls with the Leningrad Codex confirms a vital point: While the Dead Sea Scrolls contain some variations in wording, none of those variations affect the message itself.

What about the 27 books of the Christian Greek Scriptures? Those books were first penned by some of the apostles of Jesus Christ and by a few other early disciples. Following the tradition of the Jewish scribes, early Christians made copies of those books. (Colossians 4:16) Despite attempts by Roman Emperor Diocletian and others to destroy all early Christian literature, thousands of ancient fragments and manuscripts have been preserved until our day.

Christian writings were also translated into other languages. Early translations of the Bible include those in such ancient languages as Armenian, Coptic, Ethiopic, Georgian, Latin, and Syriac.

ESTABLISHING THE HEBREW AND GREEK TEXTS FOR TRANSLATION

Not all copies of ancient Bible manuscripts contain identical wording. How, then, can we know what the original text contained?

The situation could be likened to that of a teacher who asks 100 students to copy a chapter of a book. Even if the original chapter was later lost, a comparison of the 100 copies would still reveal the original text. While each student might make some errors, it is highly unlikely that all the students would make exactly the same ones. Similarly, when scholars compare the thousands of fragments and copies of ancient Bible books available to them, they can detect copyist error and determine the original wording.

“It may be safely said that no other work of antiquity has been so accurately transmitted”



How confident can we be that the thoughts contained in the original Bible texts have been accurately transmitted to us? Commenting on the text of the Hebrew Scriptures, scholar William H. Green stated: “It may be safely said that no other work of antiquity has been so accurately transmitted.” Regarding the Christian Greek Scriptures, or so-called New Testament, Bible scholar F. F. Bruce wrote: “The evidence for our New Testament writings is ever so much greater than the evidence for many writings of classical authors, the authenticity of which no one dreams of questioning.” He also said: “If the New Testament were a collection of secular writings, their authenticity would generally be regarded as beyond all doubt.”

Hebrew Text: The New World Translation of the Hebrew Scriptures (1953-1960) was based on Biblia Hebraica, by Rudolf Kittel. Since that time, updated editions of the Hebrew text, namely, Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia and Biblia Hebraica Quinta, have included recent research based on the Dead Sea Scrolls and other ancient manuscripts. These scholarly works reproduce the Leningrad Codex in the main text along with footnotes that contain comparative wording from other sources, including the Samaritan Pentateuch, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Greek Septuagint, the Aramaic Targums, the Latin Vulgate, and the Syriac Peshitta. Both Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia and Biblia Hebraica Quinta were consulted when preparing the present revision of the New World Translation.

Greek Text: In the late 19th century, scholars B. F. Westcott and F.J.A. Hort compared existing Bible manuscripts and fragments as they prepared the Greek master text that they felt most closely reflected the original writings. In the mid-20th century, the New World Bible Translation Committee used that master text as the basis for its translation. Other early papyri, thought to date back to the second and third centuries C.E., were also used. Since then, more papyri have become available. In addition, master texts such as those by Nestle and Aland and by the United Bible Societies reflect recent scholarly studies. Some of the findings of this research were incorporated into this present revision.

Based on those master texts, it is evident that some verses of the Christian Greek Scriptures found in older translations, such as the King James Version, were actually additions made by later copyists and were never part of the inspired Scriptures. However, because the verse division generally accepted in Bible translations was already established in the 16th century, the omission of these verses now creates gaps in the verse numbering in most Bibles. The verses are Matthew 17:21; 18:11; 23:14; Mark 7:16; 9:44, 46; 11:26; 15:28; Luke 17:36; 23:17; John 5:4; Acts 8:37; 15:34; 24:7; 28:29; and Romans 16:24. In this revised edition, those omitted verses are indicated by a footnote at the location of the omission.

Regarding the long conclusion for Mark 16 (verses 9-20), the short conclusion for Mark 16, and the wording found at John 7:53–8:11, it is evident that none of these verses were included in the original manuscripts. Therefore, those spurious texts have not been included in this revision.*

Some other wording has been adjusted to incorporate what scholars generally accept as the most authentic reflection of the original writings. For instance, according to some manuscripts, Matthew 7:13 reads: “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction.” In previous editions of the New World Translation, “is the gate” was not included in the text. However, further study of the manuscript evidence led to the conclusion that “is the gate” was in the original text. So it was included in this present edition. There are a number of similar refinements. However, these adjustments are minor, and none of them change the basic message of God’s Word.



^  Referred to simply as the Hebrew Scriptures from here on.


^  One reason the manuscripts needed to be copied was that the originals were written on perishable materials.


^  Further details on why these verses are viewed as spurious can be found in the footnotes of the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures—With References, published in 1984.






^ (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”



^ (Deut. 17:18) When he takes his seat on the throne of his kingdom, he must write for himself in a book* a copy of this Law, taken from the one kept by the Levitical priests.

Or “a scroll.”


^ (Deut. 31:26) “Take this book of the Law and place it at the side of the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and it will serve as a witness there against you.



^ (Neh. 8:7) And Jeshʹu·a, Baʹni, She·re·biʹah, Jaʹmin, Akʹkub, Shabʹbe·thai, Ho·diʹah, Ma·a·seiʹah, Ke·liʹta, Az·a·riʹah, Joʹza·bad, Haʹnan, and Pe·laʹiah, who were Levites, were explaining the Law to the people, while the people remained standing.



^ (Ezra 7:6) This Ezʹra came up from Babylon. He was a copyist* who was well-versed in* the Law of Moses, which Jehovah the God of Israel had given. The king granted everything he requested, for the hand of Jehovah his God was upon him.

Or “scribe.”
Or “He was a skilled copyist of.”


^ (Col. 4:16) And when this letter has been read among you, arrange for it also to be read in the congregation of the La·o·di·ceʹans and for you also to read the one from La·o·di·ceʹa.



^ (Matt. 17:21) ——



^ (Matt. 18:11) ——



^ (Matt. 23:14) ——



^ (Mark 7:16) ——



^ (Mark 9:44) ——



^ (Mark 9:46) ——



^ (Mark 11:26) ——



^ (Mark 15:28) ——



^ (Luke 17:36) ——



^ (Luke 23:17) ——



^ (John 5:4) ——



^ (Acts 8:37) ——



^ (Acts 15:34) ——



^ (Acts 24:7) ——



^ (Acts 28:29) ——



^ (Rom. 16:24) ——



^ (Matt. 7:13) “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction, and many are going in through it;















^ ***sjj song 42 The Prayer of God’s Servant***


SONG 42

The Prayer of God’s Servant


(Ephesians 6:18)


	1. Almighty God, Jehovah, our Father,

May your great name be sanctified and honored.

All that you wish you cause to become.

Great God, in faith we pray for your Kingdom.

May it come when you decree,

And its blessings may we see.



	2. Thank you, dear God, for each daily blessing,

Gifts from your hand​—good things beyond assessing.

Source of all life, Provider of light,

You give us knowledge, wisdom, and insight.

May we thank you ev’ry day

As we praise your loving way.



	3. While in this world, we have tribulation.

We look to you for hope and consolation.

Father, we throw our burden on you.

Give us the will and strength to continue.

Help us, please, to do your will,

And our vows to you fulfill.







(See also Ps. 36:9; 50:14; John 16:33; Jas. 1:5.)





^ (Eph. 6:18) while with every form of prayer and supplication you carry on prayer on every occasion in spirit. And to that end stay awake, constantly making supplication in behalf of all the holy ones.



^ (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ (Ps. 50:14) Offer thanksgiving as your sacrifice to God, And pay your vows to the Most High;



^ (John 16:33) I have said these things to you so that by means of me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but take courage! I have conquered the world.”



^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”








^ ***w05 10/1 p. 9 par. 7 Highlights From the Book of First Chronicles***

5:10, 18-22. In the days of King Saul, the tribes east of the Jordan defeated the Hagrites even though these tribes were outnumbered more than 2 to 1. This was because the valiant men of these tribes trusted in Jehovah and looked to him for help. Let us have complete confidence in Jehovah as we carry on our spiritual warfare against formidable odds.​—Ephesians 6:10-17.



^  (1 Chron. 5:10) In the days of Saul, they waged war against the Hagʹrites, who were defeated before them, so they dwelled in their tents throughout all the territory east of Gilʹe·ad.



^  (1 Chron. 5:18-22) The Reuʹben·ites, the Gadʹites, and the half tribe of Ma·nasʹseh had 44,760 mighty warriors in their army who carried shields and swords and were armed with bows,* and they were trained in war. 19 They waged war against the Hagʹrites, Jeʹtur, Naʹphish, and Noʹdab. 20 And they were helped in fighting them, so that the Hagʹrites and all who were with them were given into their hand, for they called to God for help in the war, and he responded to their entreaty because they trusted in him. 21 They captured their livestock—50,000 camels, 250,000 sheep, and 2,000 donkeys—as well as 100,000 people.* 22 Many had fallen slain, because the war was waged by the true God. And they lived in their place until the time of the exile.

Lit., “and tread the bow.”
Or “human souls.”


^  (Eph. 6:10-17) Finally, go on acquiring power in the Lord and in the mightiness of his strength. 11 Put on the complete suit of armor from God so that you may be able to stand firm against the crafty acts of the Devil; 12 because we have a struggle, not against blood and flesh, but against the governments, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the wicked spirit forces in the heavenly places. 13 For this reason take up the complete suit of armor from God, so that you may be able to resist* in the wicked day and, after you have accomplished everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm, therefore, with the belt of truth fastened around your waist, wearing the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having your feet shod in readiness to declare the good news of peace. 16 Besides all of this, take up the large shield of faith, with which you will be able to extinguish all the wicked one’s burning arrows. 17 Also, accept the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, that is, God’s word,

Or “withstand; stand your ground.”








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***lff lesson 8***



SUMMARY

Jehovah wants to be your Friend, and he will help you draw close to him.

Review

	  How does Jehovah help his friends?



	  Why does Jehovah instruct his friends to make changes?



	  Do you think Jehovah expects too much of his friends? Why, or why not?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Share with a friend something that you have learned about Jehovah.



Other: 


















^ ***th p. 12 Appropriate Use of Visual Aids***


STUDY 9

Appropriate Use of Visual Aids



Genesis 15:5

SUMMARY: Use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Select visual aids that enhance your teaching. Use pictures, diagrams, maps, time lines, or other visual aids to highlight important points, not minor details. Help your listeners to remember not just the visual aid but the point of instruction.



	  Make sure that your listeners can see the visual aid.

Well before your presentation, ensure that any visual aids you plan to use are ready.













IN THE MINISTRY


Direct a listener’s attention to artwork in a publication, and ask him to comment on what he sees. Ask additional questions, as needed, to emphasize key ideas. When playing a video, turn the screen to face your listener. Generally, it is not necessary to talk while the video is playing.







^ (Gen. 15:5) He now brought him outside and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to do so.” Then he said to him: “So your offspring* will become.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***sjj song 127 The Sort of Person I Should Be***


SONG 127

The Sort of Person I Should Be


(2 Peter 3:11)


	1. How can I repay you, what gift can I give

To thank you, Jehovah, for the life that I live?

I look in my heart with your Word as my mirror;

The person I see, may you help me see clearer.

(BRIDGE)

My life I have promised in service to you,

But not from mere duty will I do what I do.

Whole-souled and wholehearted I serve you by choice;

May I be one more who makes you rejoice.

Help me to examine, and help me to see

Just what sort of person you desire me to be.

Those loyal to you, you will loyally treasure;

May I be among those who bring your heart pleasure.









(See also Ps. 18:25; 116:12; Prov. 11:20.)





^ (2 Pet. 3:11) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion,



^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 116:12) With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me?



^ (Prov. 11:20) Those crooked at heart are detestable to Jehovah, But those whose way is blameless bring pleasure to him.









^ ***lff lesson 35***


LESSON 35

How to Make Good Decisions




We all have decisions to make. Many of these decisions can have a big impact on us and our friendship with Jehovah. For example, we may have to decide where to live, how to support ourselves financially, or whether to get married. When we make good decisions, we can have a happy life and please Jehovah.

1. How can you use the Bible to help you make good decisions?

Before making a decision, pray for Jehovah’s help and examine the Bible to see how he views the matter. (Read Proverbs 2:3-6.) In some cases, Jehovah provides a clear command. If so, deciding to obey that command is the best choice you could make.

What, though, if there is no clear Bible command telling you what to do? Jehovah will still guide you “in the way you should walk.” (Isaiah 48:17) How? There may be principles that can guide you. Bible principles are basic truths that reveal God’s thoughts and feelings. Often we learn how God feels about a matter when we read an account in the Bible. When we discern how Jehovah feels, we can make decisions that please him.

2. What factors should you consider before making a decision?

The Bible says: “The shrewd one ponders each step.” (Proverbs 14:15) This means that before we make a decision, we should take the time to think about our choices. As you evaluate each option, ask yourself: ‘What Bible principles apply? Which option will give me peace of mind? How will my decision affect others? Most important, will it make Jehovah happy?’​—Deuteronomy 32:29.

Jehovah has the right to tell us what is good and what is bad. When we get acquainted with his laws and principles and are determined to follow them, we are developing a good conscience. The conscience is our inner sense of right and wrong. (Romans 2:14, 15) A trained conscience will help us make good decisions.




DIG DEEPER


Take a closer look at how Bible principles and the conscience play important roles in decision-making.



3. Let the Bible guide you


How can Bible principles guide us when making decisions? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Let Bible Principles Guide You (5:54)








	  What is free will?



	  Why did Jehovah give us free will?



	  What has he provided to help us use our free will in the best way possible?





To see an example of a Bible principle, read Ephesians 5:15, 16. Then discuss how you could make “the best use of your time” to . . .

	  read the Bible regularly.



	  become a better marriage mate, parent, son, or daughter.



	  attend congregation meetings.









4. Train your conscience to make good decisions


When there is a clear Scriptural command about a matter, the right choice may seem easy. But what if there is no such command? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: “Maintain a Good Conscience” (5:13)








	  In the video, what steps did the sister take to train her conscience and to make a decision that would please Jehovah?





Why should we not ask others to make decisions that we should make? Read Hebrews 5:14, and then discuss these questions:

	  While it may seem easier to ask others to make decisions for us, what should we be able to distinguish for ourselves?



	  What is available that can help you develop your conscience and make good decisions?











5. Respect the consciences of others

Different people will make different decisions. How can we show respect for the consciences of others? Consider two situations:

Situation 1: A sister who likes to wear makeup moves to a congregation where many sisters are bothered when they see others wearing it.

Read Romans 15:1 and 1 Corinthians 10:23, 24, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on these verses, what might that sister decide? What will you do if you are with a person whose conscience forbids doing something that your conscience allows you to do?





Situation 2: A brother knows that the Bible does not condemn using alcohol in moderation, but he chooses to abstain from it. He is invited to a social gathering where he sees brothers drinking alcohol.

Read Ecclesiastes 7:16 and Romans 14:1, 10, and then discuss these questions:

	  Based on these verses, what might that brother decide? What will you do if you see another person doing something that your conscience keeps you from doing?









What steps lead to good decisions?

1. Ask Jehovah to help you decide what to do.​—James 1:5.

2. Do research in the Bible and Bible-based publications to find principles that apply. You may also consult experienced Christians.

3. Consider the effect the decision will have on your conscience and the consciences of others.








SOME PEOPLE SAY: “You have the right to do whatever you want. Who cares what other people think?”

	  Why should we consider the feelings of God, as well as those of other people?










SUMMARY

We make good decisions when we find out how Jehovah feels about a matter and then consider whether our actions will help others or harm them.

Review

	  How can you make decisions that please Jehovah?



	  How can you train your conscience?



	  How can you show respect for the consciences of other people?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Think of an upcoming decision that you have to make. Apply the three steps in the box “What Steps Lead to Good Decisions?”



Other: 










EXPLORE



How can you make decisions that strengthen your friendship with God?

“Make Decisions That Honor God” (The Watchtower, April 15, 2011)







Deepen your understanding of how Jehovah gives us advice.

Jehovah Guides His People (9:50)







See what factors helped one man to make a difficult decision.

Jehovah Guarantees All That Is Good (5:46)







Learn more about how to please Jehovah when he has not given specific direction on a matter.

“Do You Always Need a Bible Command?” (The Watchtower, December 1, 2003)













^ (Prov. 2:3-6) Moreover, if you call out for understanding And raise your voice for discernment;  4 If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.  6 For Jehovah himself gives wisdom; From his mouth come knowledge and discernment.



^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Prov. 14:15) The naive* person believes every word, But the shrewd one ponders each step.

Or “inexperienced.”


^ (Deut. 32:29) If only they were wise! They would ponder over this. They would think about their outcome.



^ (Rom. 2:14, 15) For when people of the nations, who do not have law, do by nature the things of the law, these people, although not having law, are a law to themselves. 15 They are the very ones who demonstrate the matter of the law to be written in their hearts, while their conscience is bearing witness with them, and by* their own thoughts they are being accused or even excused.

Lit., “between.”


^ (Eph. 5:15, 16) So keep strict watch that how you walk is not as unwise but as wise persons, 16 making the best use of your time, because the days are wicked.



^ (Heb. 5:14) But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment* trained to distinguish both right and wrong.

Or “their perceptive powers.”


^ (Rom. 15:1) We, though, who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those not strong, and not to be pleasing ourselves.



^ (1 Cor. 10:23, 24) All things are lawful, but not all things are advantageous. All things are lawful, but not all things build up. 24 Let each one keep seeking, not his own advantage, but that of the other person.



^ (Eccl. 7:16) Do not be overly righteous, nor show yourself excessively wise. Why should you bring ruin to yourself?



^ (Rom. 14:1) Welcome the man having weaknesses in his faith, but do not pass judgment on differing opinions.



^ (Rom. 14:10) But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you also look down on your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.



^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”








^ ***sjj song 88 Make Me Know Your Ways***


SONG 88

Make Me Know Your Ways


(Psalm 25:4)


	1. We’re gathered together, Jehovah our God,

Accepting your warm invitation.

Your Word is a lamp that lights up our pathway,

The source of divine education.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.





	2. Unreachably high is your wisdom, O God;

Your judgments we find reassuring.

Your Word is a source of unending wonder;

Your sayings of truth are enduring.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.









(See also Ex. 33:13; Ps. 1:2; 119:27, 35, 73, 105.)





^ (Ps. 25:4) Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.



^ (Ex. 33:13) Please, if I have found favor in your eyes, make me know your ways, so that I may know you and continue to find favor in your eyes. Consider, too, that this nation is your people.”



^ (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 119:27) Make me understand the meaning* of your orders, So that I may ponder over* your wonderful works.

Lit., “way.”
Or “study.”


^ (Ps. 119:35) Guide me* in the pathway of your commandments, For in it I take delight.

Or “Make me walk.”


^ (Ps. 119:73) Your hands made me and formed me. Give me understanding, So that I may learn your commandments.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.















^ ***w10 10/1 p. 23 pars. 3-7 A “Hearer of Prayer”***

Jabez was a man of prayer. He began his prayer by pleading for God’s blessing. He then made three requests that reflect a heart full of faith.

First, Jabez implored God, saying: “Enlarge my territory.” (Verse 10) This honorable man was no land-grabber, coveting what belonged to his fellow man. His earnest request may have had more to do with people than land. He may have been asking for the peaceful enlargement of his territory so that it could hold more worshippers of the true God.*

Second, Jabez pleaded for God’s “hand” to be with him. God’s symbolic hand is his applied power, which he uses to help his worshippers. (1 Chronicles 29:12) To receive the requests of his heart, Jabez looked to the God whose hand is not short toward those who show faith in him.​—Isaiah 59:1.

Third, Jabez prayed: “Preserve me from calamity, that it may not hurt me.” The expression “that it may not hurt me” may suggest that Jabez prayed, not to escape calamity, but to be kept from being grieved or overcome by the effects of evil.

Jabez’ prayer revealed his concern for true worship and his faith and trust in the Hearer of prayer. How did Jehovah respond? This brief account concludes with the words: “Accordingly God brought to pass what he had asked.”



^  (1 Chron. 4:10) Jaʹbez called on the God of Israel, saying: “O that you would bless me and enlarge my territory and let your hand be with me and preserve me from calamity, so that it may bring no harm to me!” So God brought about what he had asked for.



^  (1 Chron. 29:12) The riches and the glory are from you, and you rule over everything, and in your hand there are power and mightiness, and your hand is able to make great and to give strength to all.



^  (Isa. 59:1) Look! The hand of Jehovah is not too short to save, Nor is his ear too dull* to hear.

Lit., “heavy.”






^  The Targums, Jewish paraphrases of the Sacred Scriptures, render Jabez’ words: “Bless me with children, and enlarge my borders with disciples.”















^ ***lff lesson 39***


LESSON 39

God’s View of Blood




Blood is vital. Without it, none of us could live. As the Creator, God has the right to say how blood may be used. What has he said about blood? Can it be eaten or transfused? And how can you make good decisions on this matter?

1. What is Jehovah’s view of blood?

Jehovah told his worshippers in Bible times: “The life of every sort of flesh is its blood.” (Leviticus 17:14) To Jehovah, blood represents life. Since life is a sacred, or holy, gift from God, blood is also sacred.

2. What use of blood does God forbid?

Jehovah commanded his pre-Christian worshippers not to eat blood. (Read Genesis 9:4 and Leviticus 17:10.) He confirmed this command when the governing body instructed Christians to “keep abstaining . . . from blood.”​—Read Acts 15:28, 29.

What does it mean to abstain from blood? If a doctor told you to abstain from alcohol, you would not drink it. But would you eat foods that contained it or have alcohol injected into your veins? Obviously not. Likewise, God’s command to abstain from blood means that we should not drink blood or eat meat that has not been bled. Nor should we eat any food to which blood has been added.

What about the medical use of blood? Some procedures clearly violate God’s law. These include the transfusion of whole blood or any of its main components​—red cells, white cells, platelets, and plasma. Other medical procedures may not be a clear-cut violation of God’s law. For example, some procedures involve the use of fractions of one of the main components of blood. Other procedures involve the use of a person’s own blood. When weighing these options, each of us must make a personal decision.*​—Galatians 6:5.




DIG DEEPER


Examine how to make medical decisions regarding the use of blood.



3. Make medical decisions that please Jehovah

How can you make medical decisions that harmonize with God’s view? Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the importance of taking the steps that follow.



VIDEO: How to Make Health-Care Decisions Regarding Blood (5:47)





	  Pray for wisdom.​—James 1:5.



	  Research Bible principles and how they apply.​—Proverbs 13:16.



	  Find out what options are available where you live.



	  Identify which options are clearly unacceptable to you.



	  Make sure your decision will leave you with a clean conscience.​—Acts 24:16.*



	  Recognize that no one​—not even your spouse, an elder, or your Bible teacher—​should tell you what decision to make in matters of conscience.​—Romans 14:12.



	  Put your decision in writing.





4. Jehovah’s Witnesses seek quality medical care

It is possible to adhere to God’s law about blood and receive quality nonblood medical care. Play the VIDEO.



VIDEO: Interview of Professor Massimo P. Franchi, M.D. (1:36)





Read Titus 3:2, and then discuss this question:

	  Why should we show a cooperative and mild spirit when dealing with medical professionals?







	Unacceptable


	Christian to decide





	A. Blood plasma


	Fractions from plasma




	B. White cells


	Fractions from white cells




	C. Platelets


	Fractions from platelets




	D. Red cells


	Fractions from red cells











5. When blood fractions are involved

Blood has four main components​—red cells, white cells, platelets, and plasma. These components contain many smaller parts, called blood fractions.* Some fractions are used in medicines that help to fight diseases or help to stop bleeding.

When it comes to blood fractions, each Christian must make his own decision based on his Bible-trained conscience. Some may decide to refuse a medical treatment or procedure that involves blood fractions. Others may feel that their conscience allows them to accept fractions.

When making your decisions, consider this question:

	  How would I explain to a doctor why I reject or accept the use of certain blood fractions?






SOMEONE MAY ASK: “What’s wrong with accepting blood transfusions?”

	  What do you think?










SUMMARY

Jehovah wants us to avoid misusing blood.

Review

	  Why does Jehovah view blood as sacred?



	  How do we know that God’s command to abstain from blood applies to blood transfusions?



	  How can you make good decisions about the medical use of blood?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Use the articles in the Explore section to help you make your decisions regarding (1) blood transfusions, (2) medicines containing blood fractions, and (3) the use of your own blood in the course of a medical procedure. Then write your decisions down.



Other: 










EXPLORE



What factors should influence your decisions regarding medical procedures involving your own blood?

“Questions From Readers” (The Watchtower, October 15, 2000)







What should you consider when deciding whether to accept minor fractions of blood?

“Questions From Readers” (The Watchtower, June 15, 2004)







What led a physician to believe that Jehovah’s view of blood is reasonable?

“I Accepted God’s View of Blood” (Awake!, December 8, 2003)







Learn how elders who serve on Hospital Liaison Committees support their brothers and sisters.

Jehovah Supports the Sick (10:23)











^  See Lesson 35, “How to Make Good Decisions.”


^  See point 5, “When Blood Fractions Are Involved,” and Endnote 3, “Medical Procedures Involving Blood.”


^  Some doctors view the four main components of blood as fractions. Therefore, you may need to explain your personal decision not to accept transfusions of whole blood or of red cells, white cells, platelets, or plasma.






^ (Lev. 17:14) For the life* of every sort of flesh is its blood, because the life* is in it. Consequently, I said to the Israelites: “You must not eat the blood of any sort of flesh because the life* of every sort of flesh is its blood. Anyone eating it will be cut off.”*

Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”
Or “put to death.”


^ (Gen. 9:4) Only flesh with its life*—its blood—you must not eat.

Or “soul.”


^ (Lev. 17:10) “‘If any man of the house of Israel or any foreigner who is residing in your midst eats any sort of blood, I will certainly set my face against the one* who is eating the blood, and I will cut him off* from among his people.

Or “soul.”
Or “put him to death.”


^ (Acts 15:28, 29) For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”



^ (Gal. 6:5) For each one will carry his own load.



^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”


^ (Prov. 13:16) The shrewd person acts with knowledge, But the fool exposes his own foolishness.



^ (Acts 24:16) Because of this I always strive to maintain a clear* conscience before God and men.

Or “blameless.”


^ (Rom. 14:12) So, then, each of us will render an account for himself to God.



^ (Titus 3:2) to speak injuriously of no one, not to be quarrelsome, but to be reasonable, displaying all mildness toward all men.















^ ***sjj song 84 Reaching Out***


SONG 84

Reaching Out


(Matthew 9:37, 38)


	1. Jehovah knows just what we need

To bring us joy and to succeed.

So he provides so many ways

In which to serve and spend our days.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	2. There’s work to do in ev’ry land.

Where there’s a need, we lend a hand.

By reaching out, we show we care.

We want to help and want to share.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	3. And here at home, in towns nearby,

We plan, we build, new skills we try.

We learn to speak a foreign tongue

And bring good news to ev’ryone.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.









(See also John 4:35; Acts 2:8; Rom. 10:14.)





^ (Matt. 9:37, 38) Then he said to his disciples: “Yes, the harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”



^ (John 4:35) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already



^ (Acts 2:8) How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language?



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?









^ ***w10 12/15 p. 21 Sing to Jehovah!***

6 Yes, through his prophets, Jehovah directed his worshippers to praise him with song. Singers from the priestly tribe were even exempted from duties that other Levites were required to perform so that they could devote sufficient time to composition and, most likely, to rehearsal.​—1 Chron. 9:33.



^  (1 Chron. 9:33) These were the singers, the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites in the chambers,* those set free from other duties; for by day and by night it was their responsibility to be on duty.

Or “dining rooms.”








^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***w21 June pp. 3-4 Help Your Bible Students to Become Baptized Disciples***


HELP YOUR BIBLE STUDENT TO APPLY WHAT HE IS LEARNING

 3. As indicated at Matthew 28:19, 20, what must a student do to progress to baptism?

3 Before getting baptized, a Bible student must put into practice what the Bible teaches. (Read Matthew 28:19, 20.) When a student applies what he learns, he becomes like the “discreet man” in Jesus’ illustration who dug down deep to build his house on solid rock. (Matt. 7:24, 25; Luke 6:47, 48) How can we help a student to apply what he learns? Let us consider three suggestions.

 4. How can we help a student to work steadily toward baptism? (See also the box “Help Your Student to Set Goals and Reach Them.”)

4 Help your student to set goals. Why should you do that? Consider this illustration: If you were going to take a long road trip, you might include interesting stops along the way. Thus the distance to your destination would seem less overwhelming. Likewise, when a Bible student sets and reaches short-term goals, he will likely realize that the goal of baptism is within his reach. Use the “Goal” feature in the Enjoy Life Forever! book to help your student make progress. At the end of each lesson, discuss how the goal relates to what your student has just learned. If you have a different goal in mind for your student, write it in the space labeled “Other.” Regularly use this portion of the study to review with your student both his short-term and his long-term goals.

Help Your Student to Set Goals and Reach Them


	1. Discuss possible goals with your student



	2. Help him with a plan to reach his goals



	3. Regularly commend him for his progress









 5. As recorded at Mark 10:17-22, what did Jesus tell a rich man to do, and why?

5 Help your student to make lifestyle changes. (Read Mark 10:17-22.) Jesus knew that it would be difficult for a rich man to sell all his belongings. (Mark 10:23) Yet, Jesus told the man to make this big change in his lifestyle. Why? Because Jesus felt love for him. At times, we may hold back from encouraging a student to apply what he is learning because we feel that he is not ready to make a needed change. It may take time for people to strip off old habits and put on the new personality. (Col. 3:9, 10) But the sooner you openly discuss the issue, the sooner the student can begin to change. By having that discussion, you show that you care about him.​—Ps. 141:5; Prov. 27:17.

 6. Why should we use viewpoint questions?

6 A viewpoint question is one with which we ask a student for his opinion or thoughts on a subject. Use such a question to determine what your student understands and believes. If you do this regularly, you will find it easier to discuss sensitive topics with him in the future. The Enjoy Life Forever! book contains many viewpoint questions. For example, lesson 04 asks: “How do you think Jehovah feels when you use his name?” Lesson 09 asks: “What are some things you would like to pray about?” At first, your student may need time to think about how to answer viewpoint questions. You can help by training him to reason on related scriptures as well as on the artwork.

 7. How can we use real-life experiences effectively?

7 Once your student understands what he needs to do, use real-life experiences to encourage him to do it. For example, if your student struggles to attend meetings, you could show him the video Jehovah Cared for Me featured in the “Explore” section of lesson 14. In many of the lessons in the Enjoy Life Forever! book, you will find such experiences in either the “Dig Deeper” or the “Explore” section.* Be careful not to compare your student with someone else by saying, “If he can do it, you can do it too.” Let the student come to that conclusion himself. Instead, isolate key points that helped the person in the video to apply Bible teachings. Perhaps you can point out a key scripture or something practical that was done. Whenever possible, emphasize how Jehovah helped that person.

 8. How can we help our student come to love Jehovah?

8 Help your student come to love Jehovah. How? Look for opportunities to draw attention to Jehovah’s qualities. Help your student to view Jehovah as a happy God who supports those who love him. (1 Tim. 1:11; Heb. 11:6) Show the student that he will benefit by applying the information, and explain that this is a reflection of Jehovah’s love for him. (Isa. 48:17, 18) Your student will be more motivated to make any needed changes as his love for Jehovah deepens.​—1 John 5:3.





^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Matt. 7:24, 25) “Therefore, everyone who hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a discreet man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain poured down and the floods came and the winds blew and lashed against that house, but it did not cave in, for it had been founded on the rock.



^  (Luke 6:47, 48) Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you whom he is like: 48 He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built.



^ (Mark 10:17-22) As he was going on his way, a man ran up and fell on his knees before him and put the question to him: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit everlasting life?” 18 Jesus said to him: “Why do you call me good? Nobody is good except one, God. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness, do not defraud, honor your father and your mother.’” 20 The man said to him: “Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth on.” 21 Jesus looked at him and felt love for him and said, “One thing is missing about you: Go, sell what things you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come be my follower.” 22 But he grew sad at the answer and went away grieved, for he had many possessions.



^  (Mark 10:17-22) As he was going on his way, a man ran up and fell on his knees before him and put the question to him: “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit everlasting life?” 18 Jesus said to him: “Why do you call me good? Nobody is good except one, God. 19 You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear false witness, do not defraud, honor your father and your mother.’” 20 The man said to him: “Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth on.” 21 Jesus looked at him and felt love for him and said, “One thing is missing about you: Go, sell what things you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come be my follower.” 22 But he grew sad at the answer and went away grieved, for he had many possessions.



^  (Mark 10:23) After looking around, Jesus said to his disciples: “How difficult it will be for those with money to enter into the Kingdom of God!”



^  (Col. 3:9, 10) Do not lie to one another. Strip off the old personality with its practices, 10 and clothe yourselves with the new personality, which through* accurate knowledge is being made new according to the image of the One who created it,

Or “in.”


^  (Ps. 141:5) Should the righteous one strike me, it would be an act of loyal love; Should he reprove me, it would be like oil on my head, Which my head would never refuse. My prayer will continue even during their calamities.



^  (Prov. 27:17) As iron sharpens iron, So one man sharpens his friend.*

Lit., “the face of his friend.”


^  (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.



^  (Heb. 11:6) Moreover, without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is* and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.

Or “exists.”


^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,







^  You can also find real-life experiences in (1) the Research Guide for Jehovah’s Witnesses under the subject “The Bible,” then “Practical Value,” and then “‘The Bible Changes Lives’ (Watchtower series)” or in (2) the JW Library® media section under “Interviews and Experiences.”









^ ***th p. 16 Practical Value Made Clear***


STUDY 13

Practical Value Made Clear



Proverbs 3:21

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to understand how your subject affects their lives, and show them what to do with what they learn.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on why your listeners need to hear the information you are sharing, and consider what aspect of the topic will be particularly helpful to them.



	  Throughout your presentation, show your listeners what to do. Right from the start, each listener should realize, ‘This involves me.’ As you develop each main point, show how to apply it. Avoid speaking in generalities.

Discuss the application of Bible principles lovingly and empathetically. Rather than burdening others with guilt, strengthen their love and faith, confident that their heart will motivate them to do the right thing.













IN THE MINISTRY


When preparing to preach, give thought to what is in the news and to topics that may interest people in your territory. Adapt your comments to address what is most practical then and there. Ask tactful questions that draw out a person’s concerns and interests. Then listen to the response, and adapt your teaching accordingly.







^ (Prov. 3:21) My son, do not lose sight of them.* Safeguard practical wisdom and thinking ability;

Evidently referring to God’s qualities mentioned in the previous verses.








^ ***sjj song 38 He Will Make You Strong***


SONG 38

He Will Make You Strong


(1 Peter 5:10)


	1. There was a reason why God brought the truth to you

And called you from the darkness to the light.

Within your heart, he saw the longing that you had

To search for him and practice what is right.

You promised him in prayer to do his will;

He helped you then, and he will help you still.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.





	2. God gave his own beloved Son in your behalf;

On this account, He wants you to succeed.

If He did not withhold the gift of His dear Son,

Then never doubt He’ll give the strength you need.

He won’t forget the faith and love you’ve shown;

He will not fail to care for all His own.

(CHORUS)

With Jesus’ blood He bought you,

to God you now belong.

So he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.

He’ll guide you and protect you,

as he has all along.

Yes, he will make you firm,

and he will make you strong.









(See also Rom. 8:32; 14:8, 9; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 2:9.)





^ (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.



^ (Rom. 8:32) Since he did not even spare his own Son but handed him over for us all, will he not also, along with him, kindly give us all other things?



^ (Rom. 14:8, 9) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah. 9 For to this end Christ died and came to life again, so that he might be Lord over both the dead and the living.



^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (1 Pet. 2:9) But you are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for special possession, that you should declare abroad the excellencies”* of the One who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Lit., “the virtues,” that is, his praiseworthy qualities and deeds.








^ ***lff lesson 36***


LESSON 36

Be Honest in All Things




Everyone wants friends who are honest. Jehovah expects his friends to be honest too. But this is not easy in a world where many people are dishonest. What benefits come from being honest in all things?

1. What is the most important reason to be honest?

When we are honest with others, we show Jehovah that we love and respect him. Consider: Jehovah knows everything we think and do. (Hebrews 4:13) He notices when we choose to be honest, and he appreciates it. His Word states: “Jehovah detests a devious person, but His close friendship is with the upright.”​—Proverbs 3:32.

2. What are some ways to be honest in our daily life?

Jehovah wants us to “speak the truth with one another.” (Zechariah 8:16, 17) What does this mean? Whether we are speaking to our family, workmates, Christian brothers and sisters, or government officials, we do not lie or give misleading information. Honest people do not steal from others or defraud them. (Read Proverbs 24:28 and Ephesians 4:28.) And they pay all the taxes that they owe. (Romans 13:5-7) In these and other ways, we “conduct ourselves honestly in all things.”​—Hebrews 13:18.

3. What are the benefits of being honest?

When we have a reputation for being honest, others trust us. We contribute to the safe, familylike atmosphere in the congregation. We enjoy a clean conscience. Our honesty can also “adorn the teaching of our Savior, God,” and attract those outside the congregation to true worship.​—Titus 2:10.




DIG DEEPER


See how honesty affects Jehovah and you, and learn how you can be honest in various situations in life.





4. Honesty pleases Jehovah

Read Psalm 44:21 and Malachi 3:16, and then discuss these questions:

	  Why do you think it is unwise to believe that we can hide the truth?



	  How do you think Jehovah feels when we choose to tell the truth, even when it is difficult to do so?









5. Act honestly at all times


Many people believe that honesty is not always practical. But consider why we should be honest at all times. Play the VIDEO.







VIDEO: What Contributes to Joy?​—A Clean Conscience (2:32)








Read Hebrews 13:18, and then discuss how we can be honest . . .

	  with our family.



	  at work or school.



	  in other situations.









6. Honesty benefits us

Honesty may result in some problems. But in the long run, it is always the best policy. Read Psalm 34:12-16, and then discuss this question:

	  How does honesty make your life better?





	             Honest husbands and wives strengthen their marriage



	             Honest workers earn the trust of their employers



	             Honest citizens gain a good reputation with government officials






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “Some lies are so small that they don’t matter.”

	  Why do you believe that Jehovah hates all lies?










SUMMARY

Jehovah wants his friends to be honest in all that they say and do.

Review

	  What are some ways to be honest?



	  Why is it unwise to think we can hide the truth?



	  Why do you want to be honest at all times?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Ask yourself, ‘Would Jehovah view me as an honest person?’ Identify any areas where you need to make adjustments.



Other: 










EXPLORE



How can parents teach their children to be honest?

Be Truthful (1:44)







What benefits come from keeping our promises?

Keep Promises, Receive Blessings (9:09)







Consider whether we must pay taxes even if they are misused.

“Taxes​—Must You Pay Them?” (The Watchtower, September 1, 2011)







What motivated a dishonest man to change his life and make an honest living?

“I Learned That Jehovah Is Merciful and Forgiving” (The Watchtower, May 1, 2015)













^ (Heb. 4:13) And there is not a creation that is hidden from his sight, but all things are naked and openly exposed to the eyes of the one to whom we must give an account.



^ (Prov. 3:32) For Jehovah detests a devious person, But His close friendship is with the upright.



^ (Zech. 8:16, 17) “‘These are the things you should do: Speak the truth with one another, and the judgments in your gates must promote truth and peace. 17 Do not scheme calamity against one another in your hearts, and do not love any false oath; for these are all things that I hate,’ declares Jehovah.”



^ (Prov. 24:28) Do not testify against your neighbor without grounds. Do not use your lips to deceive others.



^ (Eph. 4:28) Let the one who steals steal no more; rather, let him do hard work, doing good work with his hands, so that he may have something to share with someone in need.



^ (Rom. 13:5-7) There is therefore compelling reason for you to be in subjection, not only on account of that wrath but also on account of your conscience. 6 That is why you are also paying taxes; for they are God’s public servants constantly serving this very purpose. 7 Render to all their dues: to the one who calls for the tax, the tax; to the one who calls for the tribute, the tribute; to the one who calls for fear, such fear; to the one who calls for honor, such honor.



^ (Heb. 13:18) Keep praying for us, for we trust we have an honest* conscience, as we wish to conduct ourselves honestly in all things.

Lit., “good.”


^ (Titus 2:10) not stealing from them, but showing complete trustworthiness, so that in every way they may adorn the teaching of our Savior, God.



^ (Ps. 44:21) Will not God discover this? He is aware of the secrets of the heart.



^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Heb. 13:18) Keep praying for us, for we trust we have an honest* conscience, as we wish to conduct ourselves honestly in all things.

Lit., “good.”


^ (Ps. 34:12-16) Who among you takes pleasure in life And would love to see many good days? 13 Then guard your tongue from what is bad, Your lips from speaking deception. 14 Turn away from what is bad and do what is good; Seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes of Jehovah are on the righteous, And his ears listen to their cry for help. 16 But the face of Jehovah is against those doing what is bad, To erase all memory of them from the earth.









^ ***sjj song 31 Oh, Walk With God!***


SONG 31

Oh, Walk With God!


(Micah 6:8)


	1. Oh, walk with God in modesty;

Show loyal love, and be true.

Stay close to Jehovah, leaning on him,

And let his strength sustain you.

Keep holding tight to his faithful Word;

You’ll never drift away.

So let God lead you by the hand

As you listen and obey.



	2. Oh, walk with God in holiness;

Consider things that are pure.

No matter how great temptations may be,

He’ll help you to endure them.

Whatever praiseworthy things there are,

Whatever things are true,

Continue to consider them,

And our God will be with you.



	3. Oh, walk with God in happiness;

Rejoice that he is your Friend.

Be thankful for all the gifts that he gives

And blessings that are endless.

Oh, walk with God, let your heart be glad;

Express your joy in song.

Your joy will show, and all will know,

To Jehovah you belong.







(See also Gen. 5:24; 6:9; Phil. 4:8; 1 Tim. 6:6-8.)





^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Gen. 5:24) Eʹnoch kept walking with the true God. Then he was no more, for God took him.



^ (Gen. 6:9) This is the history of Noah. Noah was a righteous man. He proved himself faultless* among his contemporaries.* Noah walked with the true God.

Or “blameless.”
Lit., “his generations.”


^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Tim. 6:6-8) To be sure, there is great gain in godly devotion along with contentment. 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, and neither can we carry anything out. 8 So, having food* and clothing, we will be content with these things.

Or “sustenance.”














^ ***w05 10/1 p. 9 par. 8 Highlights From the Book of First Chronicles***

9:26, 27. The Levite gatekeepers occupied an office of great trust. They were given the key to the entrance to the holy areas of the temple. They proved to be reliable in opening the gates each day. We have been entrusted with the responsibility of reaching out to the people in our territory and helping them to come to worship Jehovah. Should we not prove to be just as dependable and trustworthy as the Levite gatekeepers?



^  (1 Chron. 9:26, 27) There were four chief* gatekeepers in the office of trust. They were Levites, and they were in charge of the chambers* and of the treasuries of the house of the true God. 27 They would spend the night in their stations all around the house of the true God, for they cared for the guard service and were in charge of the key and would open up the house from morning to morning.

Lit., “mighty.”
Or “dining rooms.”








^ ***w11 9/15 p. 32 Can You Be Like Phinehas When You Face Challenges?***

Phinehas carried a heavy load of responsibility in ancient Israel; yet, with courage, insight, and reliance on God, he was able to face challenges successfully. And Phinehas’ diligent care for God’s congregation met with Jehovah’s approval. Some 1,000 years later, Ezra was inspired to write: “It was Phinehas the son of Eleazar that happened to be leader over them in the past. Jehovah was with him.” (1 Chron. 9:20) May that be true of all who take the lead among God’s people today, in fact, of all Christians who serve him loyally.



^ (1 Chron. 9:20) It was Phinʹe·has the son of El·e·aʹzar who had been their leader in the past; Jehovah was with him.


















^ ***sjj song 94 Grateful for God’s Word***


SONG 94

Grateful for God’s Word


(Philippians 2:16)


	1. Jehovah, our Father, we want to express

How grateful we are that your Word we possess!

All Scripture is inspired;

its truth has set us free.

Its light gives us knowledge; the truth we can see.



	2. Your Word has the power to reach deep inside.

Our thoughts and intentions, it helps to divide.

Your laws are clear and perfect,

your judgments ever true.

Your principles guide us in all that we do.



	3. Your Word, O Jehovah, has human appeal.

Your prophets were like us; they felt what we feel.

Please help us build a strong faith

that follows what is heard.

We thank you, Jehovah, for your precious Word!







(See also Ps. 19:9; 119:16, 162; 2 Tim. 3:16; Jas. 5:17; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Phil. 2:16) keeping a tight grip on the word of life. Then I may have reason for rejoicing in Christ’s day, knowing that I did not run in vain or work hard in vain.



^ (Ps. 19:9) The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous.



^ (Ps. 119:16) I am fond of your statutes. I will not forget your word.



^ (Ps. 119:162) I rejoice over your saying Like someone who finds great spoil.



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Jas. 5:17) E·liʹjah was a man with feelings like ours, and yet when he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***it-1 p. 1058 Heart***

Serving With “a Complete Heart.” The literal heart must be whole to function normally, but the figurative heart can be divided. David prayed: “Unify my heart to fear your name,” suggesting that a person’s heart could be divided with regard to its affections and fears. (Ps 86:11) Such a person may be “halfhearted”​—lukewarmly worshiping God. (Ps 119:113; Re 3:16) An individual can also be of “a double heart” (literally, with a heart and a heart), trying to serve two masters, or deceptively saying one thing while thinking something else. (1Ch 12:33; Ps 12:2, ftn) Jesus strongly denounced such doublehearted hypocrisy.​—Mt 15:7, 8.

One seeking to please God must be neither halfhearted nor doublehearted but must serve him with a complete heart. (1Ch 28:9) This requires diligent effort in view of the heart’s being desperate and inclined to badness. (Jer 17:9, 10; Ge 8:21) Of help in maintaining a complete heart are: heartfelt prayer (Ps 119:145; La 3:41), regular study of God’s Word (Ezr 7:10; Pr 15:28), zealous participation in preaching the good news (compare Jer 20:9), and association with others whose hearts are complete toward Jehovah.​—Compare 2Ki 10:15, 16.



^ (Ps. 86:11) Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name.

Or “Give me an undivided heart.”


^ (Ps. 119:113) I hate the halfhearted ones,* But I love your law.

Or “men of divided heart.”


^ (Rev. 3:16) So because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of my mouth.



^ (1 Chron. 12:33) Of Zebʹu·lun, there were 50,000 who could serve in the army, drawing up in battle formation with all the weapons of war, all joining David with undivided loyalty.*

Or “all those joining David were not doublehearted.”


^ (Ps. 12:2) They speak lies to one another; They flatter with their lips* and speak with deceitful hearts.*

Lit., “speak with a smooth lip.”
Lit., “with a heart and a heart.”


^ (Matt. 15:7, 8) You hypocrites, Isaiah aptly prophesied about you when he said: 8 ‘This people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far removed from me.



^ (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^ (Jer. 17:9, 10) The heart is more treacherous* than anything else and is desperate.* Who can know it? 10 I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, Examining the innermost thoughts,* To give to each one according to his ways, According to the fruitage of his works.

Or “deceitful.”
Or possibly, “incurable.”
Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”


^ (Gen. 8:21) And Jehovah began to smell a pleasing* aroma. So Jehovah said in his heart: “Never again will I curse* the ground on man’s account, for the inclination of the heart of man is bad from his youth up; and never again will I strike down every living thing as I have done.

Or “appeasing; soothing.” Lit., “restful.”
Or “call down evil upon.”


^ (Ps. 119:145) I call with my whole heart. Answer me, O Jehovah. Your regulations I will observe.



^ (Lam. 3:41) Let us lift up our hearts along with our hands to God in the heavens:



^ (Ezra 7:10) Ezʹra had prepared his heart* to consult the Law of Jehovah and to practice it, and to teach its regulations and judgments in Israel.

Or “had determined in his heart.”


^ (Prov. 15:28) The heart of the righteous one meditates before answering,* But the mouth of the wicked blurts out bad things.

Or “carefully considers how to answer; thinks before speaking.”


^ (Jer. 20:9) So I said: “I am not going to make mention of him, And I will speak no more in his name.” But in my heart it became like a burning fire shut up in my bones, And I was tired of holding it in; I could no longer endure it.



^ (2 Ki. 10:15, 16) As he went from there, he encountered Je·honʹa·dab the son of Reʹchab, who was coming to meet him. When he greeted* him, he said to him: “Is your heart fully* with me, just as my heart is with your heart?” Je·honʹa·dab replied: “It is.” “If so, give me your hand.” So he gave him his hand, and Jeʹhu pulled him up into the chariot with him. 16 Then he said: “Come along with me, and see my toleration of no rivalry toward* Jehovah.” So they had him ride with him in his war chariot.

Or “blessed.”
Lit., “upright.”
Or “my zeal for.”








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***th p. 9 Scripture Application Made Clear***


STUDY 6

Scripture Application Made Clear



John 10:33-36

SUMMARY: Do not simply read a scripture and then move on to the next point. Make sure that your listeners see clearly the connection between the scripture you read and the point you are making.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Isolate key words. After reading a scripture, highlight the words that relate directly to your main point. You may do this by repeating those words or by asking a question that invites your listeners to identify the key words.

If you use different words to restate the idea of the scripture, be sure that your listeners can still plainly see how the words in the Bible itself connect to your main point.








	  Emphasize the point. If you introduced the scripture with a clear reason for reading it, explain how the key words of the scripture relate to that reason.

As you discuss the scripture, keep your Bible open. This helps your listeners to connect your words to the verse you just read.








	  Make your application simple. Avoid commenting on irrelevant details that do not contribute to the main point. Based on what your listeners already know about the topic, decide how many facts are necessary to make the point of application clear and understandable.










^ (John 10:33-36) The Jews answered him: “We are stoning you, not for a fine work, but for blasphemy; for you, although being a man, make yourself a god.” 34 Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’? 35 If he called ‘gods’ those against* whom the word of God came—and yet the scripture cannot be nullified— 36 do you say to me* whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?

Or “to.”
Or “of him.”








^ ***lff lesson 9***



Do you ever feel that you need guidance in life? Do you have important questions that you want answered? Do you need comfort or reassurance? Would you like to feel closer to Jehovah? Prayer can help you fill all of those needs. But what is the right way to pray? Does God listen to all prayers? What can you do to make sure that he will hear your prayers? Let us see.

1. To whom should we pray, and what can we pray about?

Jesus taught that we should pray only to our heavenly Father. Jesus himself prayed to Jehovah. He said: “You must pray, then, this way: ‘Our Father in the heavens . . .’” (Matthew 6:9) When we pray to Jehovah, we strengthen our friendship with him.

We can pray about practically any matter. Of course, for God to answer our prayers, they must be in harmony with his will. “No matter what we ask according to [God’s] will, he hears us.” (1 John 5:14) Jesus gave examples of appropriate things to pray for. (Read Matthew 6:9-13.) In addition to praying about our personal concerns, we must not forget to thank God for what he has done for us and ask him to help others.

2. How should we pray?

The Bible encourages us to “pour out [our] hearts before [God].” (Psalm 62:8) So our prayers should be sincere and heartfelt. We can pray aloud or silently and in any respectful body position. We can pray at any time and in any location.

3. How does God answer our prayers?

He does so in a variety of ways. Jehovah has provided his Word, the Bible, where we often find answers to our questions. Reading God’s Word can “[make] the inexperienced one wise.” (Psalm 19:7; read James 1:5.) He can give us peace of mind when we face challenges. And he can move his worshippers to help us when we really need it.







^ (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^ (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^ (Matt. 6:9-13) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth. 11 Give us today our bread for this day; 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’*

Or “rescue.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”


^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (Ps. 19:7) The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring strength.* The reminder of Jehovah is trustworthy, making the inexperienced one wise.

Or “restoring (bringing back) the soul.”


^ (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”








^ ***th p. 21 Informative to Your Audience***


STUDY 18

Informative to Your Audience



1 Corinthians 9:19-23

SUMMARY: Stimulate the thinking of your listeners, leaving them with the feeling that they learned something worthwhile.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consider what your listeners already know. Rather than simply repeating what they have heard before, help them to look at the topic from a fresh perspective.

Cover familiar points more quickly, but slow down when presenting new ideas.








	  Research and meditate. When possible, include less-familiar facts or current events to illustrate key ideas. Think deeply about your material and the connection between the material and the facts you intend to cite.

As you examine the material, stimulate your own thinking by asking yourself such questions as ‘what, why, when, where, who, and how.’ Enliven your teaching by raising and answering some of those questions throughout your presentation.








	  Show the usefulness of your message. Explain how Scriptural points can help your listeners in their daily lives. Discuss specific situations, attitudes, and actions that are relevant to your listeners.










^ (1 Cor. 9:19-23) For though I am free from all people, I have made myself the slave to all, so that I may gain as many people as possible. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew in order to gain Jews; to those under law I became as under law, though I myself am not under law, in order to gain those under law. 21 To those without law I became as without law, although I am not without law toward God but under law toward Christ, in order to gain those without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.









^ ***sjj song 97 Life Depends on God’s Word***


SONG 97

Life Depends on God’s Word


(Matthew 4:4)


	1. Life depends on Jehovah’s Word,

All the things he has said.

We must live not on bread alone;

Live by his Word instead.

Even now we have peace and joy,

Future blessings assured.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.





	2. True accounts in God’s written Word

Tell about those of old.

Men and women who walked in faith—

They were loyal and bold.

We’re encouraged each time we read

All they did and endured.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.





	3. Day by day as we read God’s Word,

He gives comfort and hope.

When the trials of life arise,

He gives wisdom to cope.

May we treasure within our heart

All we’ve read and we’ve heard.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.









(See also Josh. 1:8; Rom. 15:4.)





^ (Matt. 4:4) But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s mouth.’”



^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.









^ ***lff lesson 37 points 1-5***



Have you ever felt weighed down by concerns about work or money? It can be challenging to care for our needs and also give Jehovah the worship he deserves. The Bible offers practical advice that can help us.

1. What does the Bible say about work?

God wants us to enjoy our work. The Bible says that “there is nothing better for a man than to . . . find enjoyment in his hard work.” (Ecclesiastes 2:24) Jehovah works hard. When we imitate him by working diligently, we please him and feel a sense of satisfaction.

Work is important. But we should never allow it to become more important than our worship of Jehovah. (John 6:27) He promises that when we put him first, he will care for our physical needs.

2. What is a balanced view of money?

While the Bible acknowledges that “money is a protection,” it also warns that money alone cannot make us happy. (Ecclesiastes 7:12) Thus, we are encouraged not to love money but to be “content with the present things.” (Read Hebrews 13:5.) When we remain content with what we have, we free ourselves from the frustration of always wanting more. We avoid unnecessary debt. (Proverbs 22:7) And we escape the dangers of gambling and pursuing get-rich-quick schemes.

3. How can money be used unselfishly?

Jehovah is a generous God, and we imitate him when we are “generous, ready to share.” (1 Timothy 6:18) We can use our money unselfishly by supporting the congregation and by helping others in need, especially fellow worshippers. Jehovah is most interested in, not the amount we give, but our motive for giving. When we give generously from the heart, we will be happy and we will please Jehovah.​—Read Acts 20:35.




DIG DEEPER


See the benefits of keeping work in its proper place and of being content.



4. Honor Jehovah by the way you work


Our friendship with Jehovah should influence our attitude toward work. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Work Whole-Souled for Jehovah (4:39)








	  In the video, what impressed you about Jason’s attitude and conduct at his workplace?



	  What did he do to keep work in its proper place?





Read Colossians 3:23, 24, and then discuss this question:

	  Why does our attitude toward work matter?










Work is important. But we should never allow it to become more important than our worship of Jehovah



5. Contentment benefits us

Many people try to accumulate as much money as they can. But the Bible encourages a different approach. Read 1 Timothy 6:6-8, and then discuss this question:

	  What does the Bible encourage us to do?






Even if we have very little, we can be happy. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss the question that follows.







VIDEO: Be “Content With the Present Things” (3:20)








	  Despite having little money, what makes these families happy?





But what if we have much and still want more? Jesus illustrated this danger. Read Luke 12:15-21, and then discuss this question:

	  What have you learned from Jesus’ illustration?​—See verse 15.





Read and compare Proverbs 10:22 and 1 Timothy 6:10. Then discuss these questions:

	  What do you think is more important? Having a friendship with Jehovah or having lots of money? Why?



	  What problems come from chasing after money?















^ (Eccl. 2:24) There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and find enjoyment* in his hard work. This too, I have realized, is from the hand of the true God,

Or “cause his soul to see good.”


^ (John 6:27) Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.”



^ (Eccl. 7:12) For wisdom is a protection just as money is a protection, but the advantage of knowledge is this: Wisdom preserves the life of its owner.



^ (Heb. 13:5) Let your way of life be free of the love of money, while you are content with the present things. For he has said: “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”



^ (Prov. 22:7) The rich one rules the poor, And the borrower is a slave to the lender.



^ (1 Tim. 6:18) Tell them to work at good, to be rich in fine works, to be generous, ready to share,



^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Col. 3:23, 24) Whatever you are doing, work at it whole-souled as for Jehovah, and not for men, 24 for you know that it is from Jehovah you will receive the inheritance as a reward. Slave for the Master, Christ.



^ (1 Tim. 6:6-8) To be sure, there is great gain in godly devotion along with contentment. 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, and neither can we carry anything out. 8 So, having food* and clothing, we will be content with these things.

Or “sustenance.”


^ (Luke 12:15-21) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed, because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.” 16 With that he told them an illustration, saying: “The land of a rich man produced well. 17 So he began reasoning within himself, ‘What should I do now that I have nowhere to gather my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my storehouses and build bigger ones, and there I will gather all my grain and all my goods, 19 and I will say to myself: “You have many good things stored up for many years; take it easy, eat, drink, enjoy yourself.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Unreasonable one, this night they are demanding your life from you. Who, then, is to have the things you stored up?’ 21 So it goes with the man who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich toward God.”



^ (Luke 12:15) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed, because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.”



^ (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^ (1 Tim. 6:10) For the love of money is a root of all sorts of injurious things, and by reaching out for this love some have been led astray from the faith and have stabbed themselves all over with many pains.









^ ***sjj song 91 Our Labor of Love***


SONG 91

Our Labor of Love


(Psalm 127:1)


	1. Jehovah, this is the day;

Now from our hearts, we want to pray.

How you have honored us, favored us,

More than words can say!

Upon our labor of love,

We’ve seen your blessing from above.

And now a building stands, by our hands,

As the proof thereof.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, it was a priv’lege

For us to build this place for you.

May we continue in your service throughout our days

And bring you praise in all we do.





	2. What happy faces we see,

And what good friends we’ve come to be!

And how we’ll cherish these memories

For eternity!

We saw your spirit, O Lord,

In how we worked with one accord.

And how we’ve added fame to your name;

What a grand reward!

(CHORUS)

Jehovah God, it was a priv’lege

For us to build this place for you.

May we continue in your service throughout our days

And bring you praise in all we do.









(See also Ps. 116:1; 147:1; Rom. 15:6.)





^ (Ps. 127:1) Unless Jehovah builds the house, It is in vain that its builders work hard on it. Unless Jehovah guards the city, It is in vain that the guard stays awake.



^ (Ps. 116:1) I love Jehovah Because he hears* my voice, my pleas for help.

Or possibly, “I love because Jehovah hears.”


^ (Ps. 147:1) Praise Jah!* It is good to sing praises* to our God; How pleasant and fitting it is to praise him!

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “make music.”


^ (Rom. 15:6) so that unitedly you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.















^ ***w12 11/15 p. 6 “Teach Me to Do Your Will”***


DAVID APPRECIATED THE PRINCIPLES BEHIND THE LAW

12, 13. Why did David pour out the water that three of his men brought to him?

12 David’s appreciation for the principles reflected in the Law and his desire to live by them are also worthy of imitation. Consider what happened when David expressed his craving for “a drink of the water from the cistern of Bethlehem.” Three of David’s men forced their way into the city​—then occupied by the Philistines—​and brought back the water. However, “David did not consent to drink it, but poured it out to Jehovah.” Why? David explained: “It is unthinkable on my part, as regards my God, to do this! Is it the blood of these men that I should drink at the risk of their souls? For it was at the risk of their souls that they brought it.”​—1 Chron. 11:15-19.

13 David knew from the Law that blood should be poured out to Jehovah and not eaten. He also understood why this should be done. David knew that “the soul of the flesh is in the blood.” However, this was water, not blood. Why did David refuse to drink it? He appreciated the principle behind the legal requirement. To David, the water was as precious as the blood of the three men. Therefore, it was unthinkable for him to drink the water. Instead of drinking it, he concluded that he should pour it out on the ground.​—Lev. 17:11; Deut. 12:23, 24.





^  (1 Chron. 11:15-19) Three of the 30 headmen went down to the rock, to David at the cave of A·dulʹlam, while a Phi·lisʹtine army was camped in the Valley* of Rephʹa·im. 16 David was then in the stronghold, and a garrison of the Phi·lisʹtines was in Bethʹle·hem. 17 Then David expressed his longing: “If only I could have a drink of the water from the cistern by the gate of Bethʹle·hem!” 18 At that the three forced their way into the camp of the Phi·lisʹtines and drew water from the cistern by the gate of Bethʹle·hem and brought it to David; but David refused to drink it and poured it out to Jehovah. 19 He said: “It is unthinkable on my part from the standpoint of my God to do this! Should I drink the blood of these men who risked their lives?* For it was at the risk of their lives* that they brought it.” So he refused to drink it. These are the things that his three mighty warriors did.

Or “Low Plain.”
Or “souls.”
Or “souls.”


^  (Lev. 17:11) For the life* of the flesh is in the blood, and I myself have given it on the altar for you to make atonement for yourselves,* because it is the blood that makes atonement by means of the life* in it.

Or “soul.”
Or “your souls.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Deut. 12:23, 24) Just be firmly resolved not to eat the blood, because the blood is the life,* and you must not eat the life* with the flesh. 24 You must not eat it. You should pour it out on the ground like water.

Or “soul.”
Or “soul.”








^ ***w18 June p. 17 Let God’s Laws and Principles Train Your Conscience***


LET GOD’S LAWS TRAIN YOU

5, 6. How do we benefit from following God’s laws?

5 In order to benefit from God’s laws, we need to do more than simply read them or become acquainted with them. We must grow to love and respect them. God’s Word says: “Hate what is bad, and love what is good.” (Amos 5:15) But how do we actually do that? A key is to learn to view things the way Jehovah views them. To illustrate: Imagine that you are having difficulty sleeping well. Your doctor prescribes a program involving diet, exercise, and lifestyle changes. After trying the program, you find that it works! You probably would greatly appreciate your doctor for helping you to improve the quality of your life.

6 In like manner, our Creator has given us laws that can protect us from the damaging effects of sin and thus improve our life. Think about how we benefit from following the Bible’s laws about lying, scheming, stealing, sexual immorality, violence, and spiritism. (Read Proverbs 6:16-19; Rev. 21:8) When we experience the rich rewards that come from doing things Jehovah’s way, our heart naturally grows in love and appreciation for both Jehovah and his laws.





^  (Amos 5:15) Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’



^  (Prov. 6:16-19) There are six things that Jehovah hates; Yes, seven things that he* detests: 17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart plotting wicked schemes, and feet that run quickly to evil, 19 A false witness who lies with every breath, And anyone sowing contentions among brothers.

Or “his soul.”


^  (Rev. 21:8) But as for the cowards and those without faith and those who are disgusting in their filth and murderers and the sexually immoral* and those practicing spiritism and idolaters and all the liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur. This means the second death.”

See Glossary, “Sexual immorality.”




















^ ***sjj song 123 Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order***


SONG 123

Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order


(1 Corinthians 14:33)


	1. As Jehovah’s people sound throughout the earth

Truths about the Kingdom and its priceless worth,

Theocratic order they must all obey

And remain united, loyalty display.

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.





	2. God provides his steward and his active force.

These will ever guide us in our Christian course.

So may we be steadfast, seeking God to please,

Loyally proclaiming all his wise decrees!

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.









(See also Luke 12:42; Heb. 13:7, 17.)





^ (1 Cor. 14:33) For God is a God not of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the holy ones,



^ (Luke 12:42) And the Lord said: “Who really is the faithful steward, the discreet one, whom his master will appoint over his body of attendants to keep giving them their measure of food supplies at the proper time?



^ (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”








^ ***w14 1/15 pp. 10-11 Worship Jehovah, the King of Eternity***


14 David brought the sacred ark of the covenant to Jerusalem. During this joyous occasion, the Levites sang a song of praise that contained a noteworthy statement, recorded at 1 Chronicles 16:31: “Declare among the nations: ‘Jehovah has become King!’” One might wonder, ‘Since Jehovah is the King of eternity, how is it that he became King at that time?’ Jehovah becomes King when he expresses his rulership or establishes an agency to represent him at a certain time or to deal with a specific situation. This aspect of Jehovah’s kingship has far-reaching significance. Before David died, Jehovah promised him that his kingship would continue indefinitely: “I will raise up your offspring after you, your own son, and I will firmly establish his kingdom.” (2 Sam. 7:12, 13) In the final outworking of matters, this “offspring” of David appeared more than 1,000 years later. Whom did this prove to be, and when would he become King?





^  (1 Chron. 16:31) Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be joyful; Declare among the nations: ‘Jehovah has become King!’



^  (2 Sam. 7:12, 13) When your days come to an end and you are laid to rest with your forefathers, then I will raise up your offspring* after you, your own son,* and I will firmly establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a house for my name, and I will firmly establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “one who will come out of your inward parts.”








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***th p. 21 Informative to Your Audience***


STUDY 18

Informative to Your Audience



1 Corinthians 9:19-23

SUMMARY: Stimulate the thinking of your listeners, leaving them with the feeling that they learned something worthwhile.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consider what your listeners already know. Rather than simply repeating what they have heard before, help them to look at the topic from a fresh perspective.

Cover familiar points more quickly, but slow down when presenting new ideas.








	  Research and meditate. When possible, include less-familiar facts or current events to illustrate key ideas. Think deeply about your material and the connection between the material and the facts you intend to cite.

As you examine the material, stimulate your own thinking by asking yourself such questions as ‘what, why, when, where, who, and how.’ Enliven your teaching by raising and answering some of those questions throughout your presentation.








	  Show the usefulness of your message. Explain how Scriptural points can help your listeners in their daily lives. Discuss specific situations, attitudes, and actions that are relevant to your listeners.










^ (1 Cor. 9:19-23) For though I am free from all people, I have made myself the slave to all, so that I may gain as many people as possible. 20 To the Jews I became as a Jew in order to gain Jews; to those under law I became as under law, though I myself am not under law, in order to gain those under law. 21 To those without law I became as without law, although I am not without law toward God but under law toward Christ, in order to gain those without law. 22 To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.









^ ***th p. 10 Accurate and Convincing***


STUDY 7

Accurate and Convincing



Luke 1:3

SUMMARY: Use trustworthy evidence to help your listeners arrive at the correct conclusion.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Consult reliable sources. Base your comments on God’s Word, reading directly from it when possible. If you refer to a scientific fact, a news report, an experience, or other supporting evidence, check in advance that your source is trustworthy and up-to-date.



	  Use sources properly. Apply scriptures in harmony with their context, the Bible’s overall message, and the publications of “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45) Use secular sources in accord with the original context and the intent of the writer.

Do not overstate or exaggerate facts and figures. Be careful that “some people” does not become “the majority of people,” “in some cases” does not become “always,” and “possibly” does not become “probably.”








	  Reason on the evidence. After reading a scripture or citing a source, ask tactful questions or illustrate the point to help your listeners draw their own conclusion.








IN THE MINISTRY


As you prepare to preach, anticipate questions that you might be asked, and research possible responses. If your listener poses a question and you do not know the answer, offer to research the topic and return later.







^ (Luke 1:3) I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,



^ (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?









^ ***w16 January pp. 13-14 Be Compelled by God’s “Indescribable Free Gift”***


“THE LOVE THE CHRIST HAS COMPELS US”

7, 8. How should we feel about the love of Christ, and what should it motivate us to do?

7 First, we must be compelled to live our lives for Christ Jesus. The apostle Paul stated: “The love the Christ has compels us.” (Read 2 Corinthians 5:14, 15.) Paul realized that we could not accept the extraordinary love of Christ without being compelled, or moved, to live for him. When our minds fully comprehend what Jehovah has done for us and our hearts are moved by his love, we desire to live our lives whole-souled for Christ Jesus. How do we show that desire?

8 Those who love Jehovah are compelled to imitate Christ’s example, walking as he walked and following his steps closely. (1 Pet. 2:21; 1 John 2:6) Through our obedience, we prove our love for God and Christ. Jesus said: “Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.”​—John 14:21; 1 John 5:3.

 9. What pressures do we have?

9 During the Memorial season, we do well to meditate on our life course. Ask yourself: ‘In what areas am I doing well in following in the steps of Christ Jesus? In what areas could I improve?’ This self-examination is vital, as we are constantly being pressured to follow the ways of this world. (Rom. 12:2) If we are not careful, we could become disciples of this world’s philosophers or even of its celebrities and sports heroes. (Col. 2:8; 1 John 2:15-17) How can we resist those pressures?

10. What questions can we ask ourselves during this Memorial season, and what may the answers motivate us to do? (See opening picture.)

10 We can use the Memorial season as an opportunity to look through our wardrobe, our movie and music collections, perhaps even the material stored on our computers, smartphones, and tablets. As you look through your wardrobe, ask yourself: ‘If I were going to a place where Jesus would be present, would I feel uncomfortable wearing this clothing?’ (Read 1 Timothy 2:9, 10.) ‘If I did wear it, would it be obvious to all that I am a follower of Christ Jesus?’ We could ask ourselves similar questions about our choice of movies and music. ‘Would Jesus be entertained by watching this movie or by listening to this music? If he borrowed my cell phone or tablet, would I be embarrassed by what he saw there?’ As you consider the subject matter of a video game, ask yourself: ‘Would I find it difficult to explain to Jesus why I enjoy playing it?’ Our love for Jehovah should compel us to get rid of anything that would be inappropriate for a disciple of Christ, regardless of the cost involved. (Acts 19:19, 20) We promised at the time of our dedication that we would live no longer for ourselves but for Christ. Therefore, we should not cling to anything that could hinder us from following Christ’s steps closely.​—Matt. 5:29, 30; Phil. 4:8.





^  (2 Cor. 5:14, 15) For the love the Christ has compels us, because this is what we have concluded, that one man died for all; so, then, all had died. 15 And he died for all so that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for him who died for them and was raised up.



^  (1 Pet. 2:21) In fact, to this course you were called, because even Christ suffered for you, leaving a model for you to follow his steps closely.



^  (1 John 2:6) The one who says he remains in union with him is himself under obligation to go on walking just as that one walked.



^  (John 14:21) Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. In turn, whoever loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will clearly show myself to him.”



^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^  (Col. 2:8) Look out that no one takes you captive by means of the philosophy and empty deception according to human tradition, according to the elementary things of the world and not according to Christ;



^  (1 John 2:15-17) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world. 17 Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing, 10 but in the way that is proper for women professing devotion to God, namely, through good works.



^  (Acts 19:19, 20) Indeed, quite a number of those who practiced magical arts brought their books together and burned them up before everybody. And they calculated their value and found them worth 50,000 pieces of silver. 20 Thus in a mighty way, the word of Jehovah kept growing and prevailing.



^  (Matt. 5:29, 30) If, now, your right eye is making you stumble, tear it out and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be pitched into Ge·henʹna. 30 Also, if your right hand is making you stumble, cut it off and throw it away from you. For it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to land in Ge·henʹna.



^  (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”








^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 86 We Must Be Taught***


SONG 86

We Must Be Taught


(Isaiah 50:4; 54:13)


	1. Come with rejoicing, and learn about Jehovah.

“Come drink life’s water,” the spirit has said.

Healthful instruction, God has provided.

All those who hunger for truth will be fed.



	2. Never forsaking our gathering together,

We must be taught; we must learn what is right.

Here with God’s spirit, here with our brothers,

Here we are strengthened to walk in the light.



	3. Lips that sing praise, how encouraging to hear them!

Tongues of the taught ones, how sweet is their sound!

Oh, may we always meet with God’s people!

Oh, may we always among them be found!







(See also Heb. 10:24, 25; Rev. 22:17.)





^ (Isa. 50:4) The Sovereign Lord Jehovah has given me the tongue of those taught,* So that I may know how to answer* the tired one with the right word.* He awakens me morning by morning; He awakens my ear to listen like the taught ones.

Or “a well-trained tongue.”
Or possibly, “strengthen.”
Lit., “with a word.”


^ (Isa. 54:13) And all your sons* will be taught by Jehovah, And the peace of your sons* will be abundant.

Or “children.”
Or “children.”


^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Rev. 22:17) And the spirit and the bride keep on saying, “Come!” and let anyone hearing say, “Come!” and let anyone thirsting come; let anyone who wishes take life’s water free.









^ ***lff lesson 37 point 6***



6. Jehovah will care for our needs


Work and money problems can test our faith in Jehovah. Play the VIDEO to see how we can deal with such tests of faith, and then discuss the questions that follow.







VIDEO: Jehovah Will Care for Our Needs (6:21)








	  In the video, what challenges did the brother face?



	  What did he do to deal with the challenges successfully?





Read Matthew 6:25-34, and then discuss this question:

	  What does Jehovah promise to do for those who put him first?










SOME PEOPLE SAY: “I have to work hard to support my family. I can’t go to congregation meetings every week.”

	  What scripture convinces you that putting your worship of Jehovah first is always the best decision?










SUMMARY

Secular work and money are necessary, but they should never distract us from serving Jehovah.

Review

	  What can help you to keep a balanced view of work?



	  How does contentment benefit you?



	  How can you show your trust in Jehovah’s promise to provide for his people?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Review whether your work has caused you to miss meetings regularly over the past few months. If so, make a plan to improve the situation.



Other: 















^ (Matt. 6:25-34) “On this account I say to you: Stop being anxious about your lives as to what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your bodies as to what you will wear. Does not life mean more than food and the body than clothing? 26 Observe intently the birds of heaven; they do not sow seed or reap or gather into storehouses, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth more than they are? 27 Who of you by being anxious can add one cubit to his life span? 28 Also, why are you anxious about clothing? Take a lesson from the lilies of the field, how they grow; they do not toil, nor do they spin; 29 but I tell you that not even Solʹo·mon in all his glory was arrayed as one of these. 30 Now if this is how God clothes the vegetation of the field that is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much rather clothe you, you with little faith? 31 So never be anxious and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or, ‘What are we to drink?’ or, ‘What are we to wear?’ 32 For all these are the things the nations are eagerly pursuing. Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you. 34 So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.









^ ***sjj song 21 Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom***


SONG 21

Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom


(Matthew 6:33)


	1. Something precious to Jehovah,

Bringing him such keen delight,

Is his Kingdom by Christ Jesus,

Which will set all matters right.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.





	2. Why be anxious for tomorrow,

‘Will we hunger, will we thirst?’

For our God will make provision

If we seek his Kingdom first.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.





	3. So declare the Kingdom good news;

Help deserving ones to see

That their hope is in Jehovah

And in his Theocracy.

(CHORUS)

Keep on seeking first the Kingdom

And Jehovah’s righteousness.

Sing his praise among the nations,

Serving him in faithfulness.









(See also Ps. 27:14; Matt. 6:34; 10:11, 13; 1 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Matt. 6:33) “Keep on, then, seeking first the Kingdom and his righteousness, and all these other things will be added to you.



^ (Ps. 27:14) Hope in Jehovah; Be courageous and strong of heart. Yes, hope in Jehovah.



^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Matt. 10:11) “Into whatever city or village you enter, search out who in it is deserving, and stay there until you leave.



^ (Matt. 10:13) If the house is deserving, let the peace you wish it come upon it; but if it is not deserving, let the peace from you return upon you.



^ (1 Pet. 1:21) Through him you are believers in God, the one who raised him up from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope might be in God.















^ ***w03 5/1 pp. 10-11 Do You Ask, “Where Is Jehovah?”***

12. Why was Jehovah displeased when David had the ark of the covenant moved to Jerusalem?

12 After the ark of the covenant had been returned to Israel and had been kept for many years at Kiriath-jearim, King David desired to transfer it to Jerusalem. He consulted with chiefs of the people and said that the Ark would be moved ‘if it seemed good to them and it was acceptable with Jehovah.’ But he neglected to search adequately to ascertain Jehovah’s will on the matter. If he had done so, the Ark would never have been loaded onto a wagon. It would have been carried by Kohathite Levites on their shoulders, as God had clearly instructed. Though David frequently inquired of Jehovah, he failed to do so in a proper way on this occasion. The result was disastrous. David later acknowledged: “Jehovah our God broke through against us, for we did not search after him according to the custom.”​—1 Chronicles 13:1-3; 15:11-13; Numbers 4:4-6, 15; 7:1-9.



^  (1 Chron. 13:1-3) David consulted with the chiefs of the thousands and of the hundreds and with every leader. 2 Then David said to all the congregation of Israel: “If it seems good to you and it is acceptable to Jehovah our God, let us send word to our remaining brothers in all regions of Israel and also to the priests and the Levites in their cities with pastures to come and join us. 3 And let us bring back the Ark of our God.” For they had not cared for it in the days of Saul.



^  (1 Chron. 15:11-13) Furthermore, David called the priests Zaʹdok and A·biʹa·thar and the Levites U·riʹel, A·saiʹah, Joel, She·maiʹah, Eʹli·el, and Am·minʹa·dab, 12 and he said to them: “You are the heads of the paternal houses of the Levites. Sanctify yourselves, you and your brothers, and bring the Ark of Jehovah the God of Israel up to the place that I have prepared for it. 13 Since you did not carry it the first time, the anger of Jehovah our God broke out against us, because we did not search out the proper procedure.”



^  (Num. 4:4-6) “This is the service of the sons of Koʹhath in the tent of meeting. It is something most holy: 5 Aaron and his sons will come in when the camp is departing and take down the screening curtain and cover the ark of the Testimony with it. 6 They will put a sealskin covering over it and spread out a solid blue cloth over it and put its carrying poles in place.



^  (Num. 4:15) “Aaron and his sons must finish covering the holy place and all the equipment of the holy place when the camp is departing. Then the sons of Koʹhath will come in to carry them, but they must not touch the holy place or they will die. These things are the responsibility* of the sons of Koʹhath in connection with the tent of meeting.

Lit., “load.”


^  (Num. 7:1-9) On the day that Moses finished setting up the tabernacle, he anointed it and sanctified it, together with all its furnishings, the altar, and all its utensils. When he had anointed and sanctified these things, 2 the chieftains of Israel, the heads of their paternal houses, made an offering. These chieftains of the tribes who presided over the registration 3 brought before Jehovah their offering of six covered wagons and 12 oxen, a wagon for two chieftains and a bull* for each one; and they presented them before the tabernacle. 4 Jehovah said to Moses: 5 “Accept these things from them, as they will be used for the service of the tent of meeting, and you should give them to the Levites, to each one as needed for his duties.” 6 So Moses accepted the wagons and the cattle and gave them to the Levites. 7 He gave two wagons and four oxen to the sons of Gerʹshon, according to what was needed for their duties; 8 and he gave four wagons and eight oxen to the sons of Me·rarʹi, according to what was needed for their duties, under the direction of Ithʹa·mar the son of Aaron the priest. 9 But he did not give any to the sons of Koʹhath because their duties involved the service of the holy place, and they carried the holy things on their shoulders.

Or “an ox.”








^ ***w03 5/1 p. 11 Do You Ask, “Where Is Jehovah?”***

13. In a song sung when the Ark was successfully moved, what reminder was included?

13 When the Ark was finally transported by the Levites from the house of Obed-edom to Jerusalem, a song composed by David was sung. It included the heartfelt reminder: “Search after Jehovah and his strength, seek his face constantly. Remember his wonderful acts that he has performed, his miracles and the judicial decisions of his mouth.”​—1 Chronicles 16:11, 12.



^  (1 Chron. 16:11, 12) Search for Jehovah and his strength. Seek his face* constantly. 12 Remember the wonderful works he has performed, His miracles and the judgments he has pronounced,

Or “presence.”














^ ***sjj song 110 “The Joy of Jehovah”***


SONG 110

“The Joy of Jehovah”


(Nehemiah 8:10)


	1. Signs of the times are pointing to the Kingdom.

Good news we tell for all to hear.

Lift up your heads, and look to your salvation;

Time for deliverance is near!

(CHORUS)

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

Sing loud, and raise a joyful cry.

Rejoice in the hope, and show a grateful heart,

All give praise and laud our God on high.

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

His greatness all must come to know.

With constant devotion to our God and King,

Godly joy in service we will show.





	2. Look to our God, you lovers of Jehovah.

No need to fear, for he is strong.

Stand up and shout with voices loud as thunder;

Sing to our God a joyful song!

(CHORUS)

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

Sing loud, and raise a joyful cry.

Rejoice in the hope, and show a grateful heart,

All give praise and laud our God on high.

The joy of Jehovah is our stronghold.

His greatness all must come to know.

With constant devotion to our God and King,

Godly joy in service we will show.









(See also 1 Chron. 16:27; Ps. 112:4; Luke 21:28; John 8:32.)





^ (Neh. 8:10) He said to them: “Go, eat the choice things* and drink what is sweet, and send portions of food to those who have nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not feel sad, for the joy of Jehovah is your stronghold.”*

Lit., “fatty things.”
Or “strength.”


^ (1 Chron. 16:27) In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and joy are in his dwelling place.

Or “dignity.”


^ (Ps. 112:4) To the upright he shines like a light in the darkness. He is compassionate* and merciful and righteous.

Or “gracious.”


^ (Luke 21:28) But as these things start to occur, stand up straight and lift up your heads, because your deliverance is getting near.”



^ (John 8:32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”









^ ***w20 February p. 12 We Love Jehovah, Our Father, Dearly***

Does Jehovah Notice Me?


Have you ever asked yourself, ‘Of all the billions of people alive on earth, why would Jehovah take notice of me?’ If so, you are in good company. King David wrote: “O Jehovah, what is man that you should notice him, the son of mortal man that you should pay attention to him?” (Ps. 144:3) David was confident that Jehovah knew him well. (1 Chron. 17:16-18) And through his Word and his organization, Jehovah reassures you that he notices the love you show for him. Consider some statements in God’s Word that can help you be certain of that fact:

	  Jehovah noticed you even before you were born.​—Ps. 139:16.



	  Jehovah knows what is in your heart, and he knows what you are thinking.​—1 Chron. 28:9.



	  Jehovah personally listens to each one of your prayers.​—Ps. 65:2.



	  Your actions affect Jehovah’s feelings.​—Prov. 27:11.



	  Jehovah has personally drawn you to him.​—John 6:44.



	  If you die, Jehovah knows you so well that he will be able to resurrect you. He will reconstruct your body and restore your mind along with your memories and other unique aspects of your personality.​—John 11:21-26, 39-44; Acts 24:15.











^ (Ps. 144:3) O Jehovah, what is man that you should notice him, The son of mortal man that you should pay attention to him?



^ (1 Chron. 17:16-18) At that King David came in and sat down before Jehovah and said: “Who am I, O Jehovah God? And what is my house that you have brought me this far? 17 As if this were not enough, O God, you also speak about the house of your servant down to a distant future time, and you have looked on me as if I were a man who should be further exalted,* O Jehovah God. 18 What more can your servant David say to you about the honor given me when you know your servant so well?

Or “a man of high station.”


^ (Ps. 139:16) Your eyes even saw me as an embryo; All its parts were written in your book Regarding the days when they were formed, Before any of them existed.



^ (1 Chron. 28:9) “And you, Solʹo·mon my son, know the God of your father and serve him with a complete* heart and with a delightful* soul,* for Jehovah searches through all hearts, and he discerns every inclination of the thoughts. If you search for him, he will let himself be found by you, but if you leave him, he will reject you forever.

Or “completely devoted.”
Or “willing.”
See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^ (John 6:44) No man can come to me unless the Father, who sent me, draws him, and I will resurrect him on the last day.



^ (John 11:21-26) Martha then said to Jesus: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 Yet even now I know that whatever you ask God for, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said to her: “Your brother will rise.” 24 Martha said to him: “I know he will rise in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life; 26 and everyone who is living and exercises faith in me will never die at all. Do you believe this?”



^ (John 11:39-44) Jesus said: “Take the stone away.” Martha, the sister of the deceased, said to him: “Lord, by now he must smell, for it has been four days.” 40 Jesus said to her: “Did I not tell you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took the stone away. Then Jesus raised his eyes heavenward and said: “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 True, I knew that you always hear me; but I spoke on account of the crowd standing around, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice: “Lazʹa·rus, come out!” 44 The man who had been dead came out with his feet and hands bound with wrappings, and his face was wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them: “Free him and let him go.”



^ (Acts 24:15) And I have hope toward God, which hope these men also look forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***th p. 20 Understandable to Others***


STUDY 17

Understandable to Others



1 Corinthians 14:9

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to grasp the meaning of your message.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Study your material thoroughly. Understand the topic clearly so that you can explain it simply and in your own words.



	  Use short sentences and simple phrases. Although longer sentences are acceptable, convey key points using concise phrases and sentences.

Eliminate unnecessary details that may confuse and overwhelm your listeners. Favor plain language over complicated speech.








	  Explain unfamiliar terms. Minimize the use of expressions that are unfamiliar to your listeners. If you must refer to an unfamiliar term, Bible character, or ancient measurement or custom, provide an explanation.










^ (1 Cor. 14:9) In the same way, unless you with the tongue use speech that is easily understood, how will anyone know what is being said? You will, in fact, be speaking into the air.









^ ***th p. 6 Use of Questions***


STUDY 3

Use of Questions



Matthew 16:13-16

SUMMARY: Ask tactful questions to arouse and maintain interest, to reason with your listeners, and to emphasize important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse and maintain interest. Ask rhetorical questions that stimulate a mental response or curiosity.



	  Reason on a subject. Help your listeners to follow the logic of an argument by posing a series of questions that lead to a reasonable conclusion.



	  Emphasize important points. Ask an intriguing question to introduce a key thought. Use review questions after discussing an important point or when concluding your presentation.

After reading a scripture, use questions to emphasize the key idea of the verse(s) you just read.













IN THE MINISTRY


Ask your listener to express his viewpoint on a topic. Listen attentively to his response. Use discernment to determine when and how to ask tactful questions.







^ (Matt. 16:13-16) When he had come into the region of Caes·a·reʹa Phi·lipʹpi, Jesus asked his disciples: “Who are men saying the Son of man is?” 14 They said: “Some say John the Baptist, others E·liʹjah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them: “You, though, who do you say I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”









^ ***lff lesson 9 point 4***





Examine how you can offer heartfelt prayers that are pleasing to God, and find out how prayer can benefit you.



4. God has requirements for prayer


What factors determine if our prayers are acceptable to God or not? Play the VIDEO.







VIDEO: Does God Listen to All Prayers?​—Excerpt (2:42)








Jehovah wants us to pray to him. Read Psalm 65:2, and then discuss these questions:

	  Do you think the “Hearer of prayer” wants you to pray to him? Why, or why not?





We must try to live according to God’s standards if we want him to hear our prayers. Read Micah 3:4 and 1 Peter 3:12, and then discuss this question:

	  How can we make sure that Jehovah will listen to our prayers?










During a war, both sides may pray for victory. Is it reasonable to expect God to answer these prayers?











^ (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (Mic. 3:4) At that time they will call to Jehovah for help, But he will not answer them. He will hide his face from them at that time, Because of their wicked deeds.



^ (1 Pet. 3:12) For the eyes of Jehovah* are on the righteous, and his ears listen to their supplication, but the face of Jehovah* is against those doing bad things.”

See App. A5.
See App. A5.








^ ***th p. 12 Appropriate Use of Visual Aids***


STUDY 9

Appropriate Use of Visual Aids



Genesis 15:5

SUMMARY: Use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Select visual aids that enhance your teaching. Use pictures, diagrams, maps, time lines, or other visual aids to highlight important points, not minor details. Help your listeners to remember not just the visual aid but the point of instruction.



	  Make sure that your listeners can see the visual aid.

Well before your presentation, ensure that any visual aids you plan to use are ready.













IN THE MINISTRY


Direct a listener’s attention to artwork in a publication, and ask him to comment on what he sees. Ask additional questions, as needed, to emphasize key ideas. When playing a video, turn the screen to face your listener. Generally, it is not necessary to talk while the video is playing.







^ (Gen. 15:5) He now brought him outside and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to do so.” Then he said to him: “So your offspring* will become.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***sjj song 64 Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest***


SONG 64

Sharing Joyfully in the Harvest


(Matthew 13:1-23)


	1. We live in the time of the harvest,

A priv’lege beyond all compare.

The wheat fields stand ready before us,

And eagerly we have a share.

With Jesus, our finest example,

Directing our work in the field,

How happy and honored we feel each day.

We joyfully share in the yield.



	2. True love for our God and our neighbor

Now moves us to speed up our pace.

Both preaching and teaching are urgent,

For shortly the end we will face.

The joy we receive is a blessing,

A gift that Jehovah provides.

By faith we endure till this work is done

And joyfully share at his side.







(See also Matt. 24:13; 1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Tim. 4:2.)





^ (Matt. 13:1-23) On that day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 And such large crowds gathered to him that he went aboard a boat and sat down, and all the crowd was standing on the beach. 3 Then he told them many things by illustrations, saying: “Look! A sower went out to sow. 4 As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 8 Still others fell on the fine soil, and they began to yield fruit, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30. 9 Let the one who has ears listen.” 10 So the disciples came and said to him: “Why do you speak to them by the use of illustrations?” 11 In reply he said: “To you it is granted* to understand the sacred secrets of the Kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not granted. 12 For whoever has, more will be given him, and he will be made to abound; but whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 13 That is why I speak to them by the use of illustrations; for looking, they look in vain, and hearing, they hear in vain, nor do they get the sense of it. 14 And the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled in their case. It says: ‘You will indeed hear but by no means get the sense of it, and you will indeed look but by no means see. 15 For the heart of this people has grown unreceptive,* and with their ears they have heard without response,* and they have shut their eyes, so that they might never see with their eyes and hear with their ears and get the sense of it with their hearts and turn back and I heal them.’ 16 “However, happy are your eyes because they see and your ears because they hear. 17 For truly I say to you, many prophets and righteous men desired to see the things you are observing but did not see them, and to hear the things you are hearing but did not hear them. 18 “Now listen to the illustration of the man who sowed. 19 Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road. 20 As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled. 22 As for the one sown among the thorns, this is the one hearing the word, but the anxiety of this system of things and the deceptive power of riches* choke the word, and it* becomes unfruitful. 23 As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of it, who really does bear fruit and produces, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.”

Or “You have been allowed (permitted).”
Lit., “was made thick (fat).”
Or “heard unwillingly.”
Or “the seductiveness (deceptive pleasure) of being wealthy.”
Or possibly, “he,” that is, “the one hearing the word.”


^ (Matt. 24:13) But the one who has endured to the end will be saved.



^ (1 Cor. 3:9) For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.









^ ***lff lesson 38 points 1-4***



Life can be full of wonderful experiences. Even when we face problems, we can usually enjoy some aspects of life. How can we show that we appreciate the gift of life? And what is the most important reason for doing that?

1. Why should we appreciate life?

We should appreciate life because it is a gift from our loving Father, Jehovah. He is “the source of life”​—he created all life. (Psalm 36:9) “He himself gives to all people life and breath and all things.” (Acts 17:25, 28) Jehovah gives us what we need to stay alive. But more than that, he sustains our life in a way that allows us to enjoy it.​—Read Acts 14:17.

2. How can we show Jehovah that we appreciate the gift of life?

From the moment you were conceived, Jehovah cared about you. Under divine inspiration, one of God’s worshippers, David, said to him: “Your eyes even saw me as an embryo.” (Psalm 139:16) Jehovah greatly values your life. (Read Matthew 10:29-31.) It would hurt him deeply if anyone deliberately put an end to someone’s life, even his or her own.* (Exodus 20:13) It would also hurt Jehovah if we needlessly put our life in danger or did not take precautions to protect the lives of others. When we take care of our life and respect the lives of others, we show that we appreciate the marvelous gift of life.




DIG DEEPER


Consider some ways that you can show your appreciation for the gift of life.



3. Take care of your health

Dedicated Christians use every aspect of their life to serve Jehovah. It is as if they present their bodies as a sacrifice to God. Read Romans 12:1, 2, and then discuss these questions:

	  What should motivate you to care for your health?



	  What are some ways that you can do so?







4. Take precautions to prevent injury or death

The Bible encourages us to avoid practices that are dangerous. Play the VIDEO to learn some things that you can do to be safe.



VIDEO: Be Safety Conscious (8:34)





Read Proverbs 22:3, and then discuss how you and others can be safe . . .

	  in your home.



	  at your workplace.



	  when playing sports.



	  when operating a vehicle or riding in one.















^ (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ (Acts 17:25) nor is he served by human hands as if he needed anything, because he himself gives to all people life and breath and all things.



^ (Acts 17:28) For by* him we have life and move and exist, even as some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also his children.’*

Or “because of.” Lit., “in.”
Or “progeny.”


^ (Acts 14:17) although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.”



^ (Ps. 139:16) Your eyes even saw me as an embryo; All its parts were written in your book Regarding the days when they were formed, Before any of them existed.



^ (Matt. 10:29-31) Two sparrows sell for a coin of small value, do they not? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So have no fear; you are worth more than many sparrows.



^ (Ex. 20:13) “You must not murder.



^ (Rom. 12:1, 2) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason. 2 And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^ (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”






^  Jehovah cares deeply about those who are brokenhearted. (Psalm 34:18) He understands painful feelings that can lead to suicidal thoughts, and he wants to help. To see how his help can make a difference, read the article “I Want to Die​—Can the Bible Help Me When I Have Suicidal Thoughts?” that is listed in the Explore section of this lesson.






^ (Ps. 34:18) Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.*

Or “are discouraged.”








^ ***sjj song 141 The Miracle of Life***


SONG 141

The Miracle of Life


(Psalm 36:9)


	1. Ev’ry newborn child, Ev’ry drop of rain,

Ev’ry golden ray of sun, Each head of grain—

All are gifts from God; They reveal his way.

Miracles performed by him sustain us each day.

(CHORUS)

So, what are we to do with a gift so rare

But to love the One who gave it and show him we care.

No matter what we do, We never can earn it.

This gift is still a gift​—The miracle of life.





	2. Others may give up, Lose their will to try,

Echoing the wife of Job: “Curse God and die.”

We are not that way; Praise to God we give,

Thanking him for ev’ry precious moment we live.

(CHORUS)

So, what are we to do with a gift so rare

But to love the ones around us and show them we care.

No matter what we do, We never can earn it.

This gift is still a gift​—The miracle of life.









(See also Job 2:9; Ps. 34:12; Eccl. 8:15; Matt. 22:37-40; Rom. 6:23.)





^ (Ps. 36:9) With you is the source of life; By your light we can see light.



^ (Job 2:9) Finally his wife said to him: “Are you still holding firmly to your integrity? Curse God and die!”



^ (Ps. 34:12) Who among you takes pleasure in life And would love to see many good days?



^ (Eccl. 8:15) So I recommended rejoicing, because there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice; this should accompany him as he works hard during the days of his life, which the true God gives him under the sun.



^ (Matt. 22:37-40) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.”



^ (Rom. 6:23) For the wages sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.















^ ***w06 7/15 p. 19 Focus on the Goodness of Jehovah’s Organization***

1, 2. (a) The arrangements in connection with the temple would have what effect on God’s people? (b) What provisions did David make for the temple’s construction?

DAVID of ancient Israel is one of the most outstanding people discussed in the Hebrew Scriptures. This shepherd, musician, prophet, and king placed implicit trust in Jehovah God. David’s deep personal attachment to Jehovah aroused in him a desire to build a house for God. Such a house, or temple, would become the center of true worship in Israel. David knew that the arrangements in connection with the temple would bring joy and blessings to God’s people. David therefore sang: “Happy is the one you [Jehovah] choose and cause to approach, that he may reside in your courtyards. We will certainly be satisfied with the goodness of your house, the holy place of your temple.”​—Psalm 65:4.



^  (Ps. 65:4) Happy is the one whom you choose and bring near To reside in your courtyards. We will be satisfied with the goodness of your house, Your holy temple.*

Or “sanctuary.”








^ ***w21 August pp. 22-23 Find Joy in the Privileges You Have***


11. How can we increase our joy?

11 Similarly, we can increase our joy by becoming absorbed in whatever we are given to do in Jehovah’s service. Be “intensely occupied” in the preaching work, and be fully involved in congregation activities. (Acts 18:5; Heb. 10:24, 25) Go to the meetings prepared to give upbuilding comments on the material that is being studied. Take seriously any student assignments you have on the midweek meeting. If you are asked to help out with a certain task in the congregation, be punctual and reliable. Do not treat any assignment you are given as if it were unworthy of your time. Strive to improve your skills. (Prov. 22:29) The more absorbed you are in your spiritual activities and assignments, the quicker you will progress and the greater your joy will be. (Gal. 6:4) You will also find it easier to rejoice with others when they receive a privilege that you would have liked to receive.​—Rom. 12:15; Gal. 5:26.





^  (Acts 18:5) When, now, both Silas and Timothy came down from Mac·e·doʹni·a, Paul began to be intensely occupied with the word, witnessing to the Jews to prove that Jesus is the Christ.



^  (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^  (Prov. 22:29) Have you seen a man skillful at his work? He will stand before kings; He will not stand before common men.



^  (Gal. 6:4) But let each one examine his own actions, and then he will have cause for rejoicing in regard to himself alone, and not in comparison with the other person.



^  (Rom. 12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.



^  (Gal. 5:26) Let us not become egotistical, stirring up competition with one another, envying one another.















^ ***sjj song 133 Worship Jehovah During Youth***


SONG 133

Worship Jehovah During Youth


(Ecclesiastes 12:1)


	1. Precious to God, we are daughters and sons,

Giving our strength as his faithful young ones.

Loving attention to us he will give,

Blessing our days for as long as we live.



	2. Honoring parents who care for our lives

Helps us express what we’re feeling inside.

Then we find favor with God and with men,

Drawing us close to Jehovah, our Friend.



	3. May we remember our God in our youth,

Growing each day in our love of the truth.

Giving our best to our God, we will bring

Joy to the heart of Jehovah, our King.







(See also Ps. 71:17; Lam. 3:27; Eph. 6:1-3.)





^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Ps. 71:17) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works.



^ (Lam. 3:27) Good it is for a man to carry the yoke during his youth.



^ (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”








^ ***w05 10/1 p. 11 par. 6 Highlights From the Book of First Chronicles***

21:13-15. Jehovah commanded the angel to halt the plague because He is sensitive to the suffering of His people. Indeed, “very many are his mercies.”*



^  (1 Chron. 21:13-15) So David said to Gad: “It is very distressing to me. Please, let me fall into the hand of Jehovah, for his mercy is very great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” 14 Then Jehovah sent a pestilence on Israel, so that 70,000 people out of Israel fell. 15 Moreover, the true God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to do so, Jehovah saw it and felt regret* over the calamity, and he said to the angel bringing destruction: “It is enough! Now let your hand drop.” Jehovah’s angel was standing close to the threshing floor of Orʹnan the Jebʹu·site.

Or “grieved.”






^  For other lessons related to David’s illegal census, see The Watchtower, May 15, 2005, pages 16-19.







^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***th p. 22 Effort to Reach the Heart***


STUDY 19

Effort to Reach the Heart



Proverbs 3:1

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to appreciate what they learn and to act on it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Help your listeners to make a self-examination. Ask rhetorical questions to help people in your audience examine their own feelings.



	  Appeal to good motives. Urge your listeners to analyze why they perform good works. Help them to build the finest motives​—love for Jehovah, for fellow humans, and for Bible teachings. Reason with your listeners; do not lecture them. Rather than shaming them, leave them encouraged at the end of your presentation, motivated to do their best.



	  Direct attention to Jehovah. Highlight how Bible teachings, principles, and commands reflect God’s qualities and his love for us. Cultivate in your listeners a desire to consider Jehovah’s feelings and to please him.

Remember that Jehovah draws people. Use his Word to motivate your listeners.













IN THE MINISTRY


When possible, use questions to find out what your listener really believes. Observe his facial expression and tone of voice for signs of his true feelings. However, be patient. You will likely have to build trust before your listener will reveal his inmost feelings.







^ (Prov. 3:1) My son, do not forget my teaching,* And may your heart observe my commandments,

Or “law.”








^ ***w16 March pp. 10-11 Young Ones—How Can You Prepare for Baptism?***


YOUR ACTIONS

10. Why is it reasonable to expect that a baptized Christian would have actions in line with his faith?

10 The Bible says: “Faith by itself, without works, is dead.” (Jas. 2:17) If you have strong conviction, it is reasonable to expect that you will show it by your actions. What kind of actions? The Bible speaks of “holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion.”​—Read 2 Peter 3:11.

11. Explain the expression “holy acts of conduct.”

11 To manifest “holy acts of conduct,” you must be morally clean. How are you doing in that regard? For example, think about the past six months. How have you demonstrated that your “powers of discernment” have been trained to distinguish right from wrong? (Heb. 5:14) Can you think of specific occasions when you resisted temptation or peer pressure? Does your conduct at school speak well of your faith? Do you stand up for your faith rather than try to blend in with your classmates just to avoid ridicule? (1 Pet. 4:3, 4) Admittedly, no one is perfect. Even longtime servants of Jehovah may at times feel timid about taking a public stand for their faith. However, a person who is dedicated to Jehovah will rightly be proud to bear God’s name, and he shows this by his conduct.

12. What are some “deeds of godly devotion,” and how should you view them?

12 What about “deeds of godly devotion”? These include your activities in the congregation, such as your meeting attendance and participation in the ministry. Also included are spiritual activities that others do not see, such as your private prayers and your personal study. A person who has dedicated his life to Jehovah will not consider these deeds to be chores. Rather, he will reflect the attitude of King David, who said: “To do your will, O my God, is my delight, and your law is deep within me.”​—Ps. 40:8.

13, 14. What provision can help you to perform “deeds of godly devotion,” and how have some young ones benefited from this provision?

13 To help you set goals, we have a worksheet on pages 308 and 309 of the book Questions Young People Ask​—Answers That Work, Volume 2. This worksheet invites you to write your responses to such questions as “How specific are your prayers, and what do they reveal about your love for Jehovah?” “What do you include in your personal study?” “Do you engage in the ministry even if your parents do not?” The worksheet also provides space for you to write down any goals you would like to set regarding your prayers, personal study, and ministry.

14 Many young ones contemplating baptism have found this worksheet to be a valuable tool. A young sister named Tilda said: “I used the worksheet to set goals. One by one I reached those goals, and I was ready for baptism about a year later.” A young brother named Patrick benefited in a similar way. “I already knew what my goals were,” he noted, “but writing them down made me work harder to reach them.”

15. Explain why dedication should be a personal decision.

15 One of the most thought-provoking questions on the worksheet is this: “Would you serve Jehovah even if your parents and friends stopped doing so?” Remember, as a dedicated and baptized Christian, you will stand before Jehovah on your own. Your service to him should not depend on others​—not even your parents. Your holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion give evidence that you have made the truth your own and that you are progressing toward baptism.





^  (Jas. 2:17) So, too, faith by itself, without works, is dead.



^  (2 Pet. 3:11) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion,



^  (Heb. 5:14) But solid food belongs to mature people, to those who through use have their powers of discernment* trained to distinguish both right and wrong.

Or “their perceptive powers.”


^  (1 Pet. 4:3, 4) For the time that has passed by is sufficient for you to have done the will of the nations when you carried on in acts of brazen conduct,* unbridled passions, overdrinking, wild parties,* drinking bouts, and lawless idolatries. 4 They are puzzled that you do not continue running with them in the same decadent course of debauchery, so they speak abusively of you.

Or “acts of shameless conduct.” Plural of the Greek a·selʹgei·a. See Glossary.
Or “revelries.”


^  (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”








^ ***th p. 19 Upbuilding and Positive***


STUDY 16

Upbuilding and Positive



Job 16:5

SUMMARY: Focus on things that improve a situation and that inspire confidence.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Cultivate a positive view of your listeners. Assume that your fellow believers want to please Jehovah. Even if you must give counsel, first sincerely commend whenever possible.

Let love, not irritation, motivate what you say. Smile warmly to build a rapport with your listeners.








	  Limit negative material. Include negative aspects of a topic only to the extent that they serve a useful purpose. The overall tone of your presentation should be positive.



	  Make good use of God’s Word. Draw attention to what Jehovah has done, is doing, and will do for humankind. Impart hope and courage to your listeners.








IN THE MINISTRY


Consider each person as a potential fellow believer.







^ (Job 16:5) Instead, though, I would strengthen you with the words of my mouth, And the consolation of my lips would bring relief.









^ ***sjj song 134 Children Are a Trust From God***


SONG 134

Children Are a Trust From God


(Psalm 127:3-5)


	1. When a man becomes a father

And a woman has a child of her own,

They share a trust, they must remember,

That is not theirs, not theirs alone.

The gift they share is from Jehovah;

Of life and love he is the one true Source.

To parents he gives sure direction

That they may follow the wisest course.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.





	2. All the words God has commanded—

They must always prove to be on your heart.

These words you’ll speak to sons and daughters;

This is your trust, this is your part.

To them you’ll speak along your roadway,

When you rise up and when you are at rest.

In years to come, may they remember,

May they be faithful, may they be blessed.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.









(See also Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 6:4; 1 Tim. 4:16.)





^ (Ps. 127:3-5) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate.

Or “Children.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.









^ ***lff lesson 38 point 5***



5. Respect the life of an unborn child

In poetic language, David spoke of Jehovah’s interest in the life and development of an unborn child. Read Psalm 139:13-17, and then discuss this question:

	  In Jehovah’s eyes, does a person’s life begin at conception or at birth?





Jehovah’s laws for ancient Israel protected mothers and their unborn children. Read Exodus 21:22, 23, and then discuss these questions:

	  How did Jehovah view a person who accidentally ended the life of an unborn child?



	  How would he feel if someone intentionally did that?*



	  How do you feel about God’s view?





Play the VIDEO.



VIDEO: Value Life as God Does (5:00)





Even a woman who appreciates the value of life may feel that an abortion is her only option. Read Isaiah 41:10, and then discuss these questions:

	  If a woman is facing pressure to have an abortion, to whom should she turn for help? Why?






SOME PEOPLE SAY: “A woman has the right to choose whether to have an abortion​—it’s her body.”

	  What convinces you that Jehovah values the lives of both a mother and her unborn baby?










SUMMARY

The Bible teaches us to love, respect, and safeguard Jehovah’s gift of life. This includes both our own life and the lives of others.

Review

	  Why is human life valuable to Jehovah?



	  How does Jehovah feel when someone deliberately puts an end to a human life?



	  What do you appreciate about the gift of life?






Lesson completed on: 




Goal

Identify one way you can safeguard your health.



Other: 















^ (Ps. 139:13-17) For you produced my kidneys; You kept me screened off* in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from you When I was made in secret, When I was woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes even saw me as an embryo; All its parts were written in your book Regarding the days when they were formed, Before any of them existed. 17 So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them!

Or possibly, “wove me together.”
Or “My soul knows.”


^ (Ex. 21:22, 23) “If men should struggle with each other and they hurt a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely* but no fatality* results, the offender must pay the damages imposed on him by the husband of the woman; and he must pay it through the judges. 23 But if a fatality does occur, then you must give life for life,*

Lit., “and her children come out.”
Or “serious injury.”
Or “soul for soul.”


^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’







^  Those who have had an abortion do not need to be overwhelmed with guilt​—Jehovah can forgive them. For more information, see the article “What Does the Bible Say About Abortion?” that is listed in the Explore section of this lesson.









^ ***sjj song 5 God’s Wondrous Works***


SONG 5

God’s Wondrous Works


(Psalm 139)


	1. O God, you know my rest and waking,

When I lie down and when I rise anew.

You search my thoughts, my inmost inclination,

The words I speak, the ways I walk,

you know them too.

You saw when I was made in secret,

My very bones not hidden from your sight.

You saw my form; its parts were down in writing.

I love the wonder of your ways

and praise your might.

Your knowledge, God, is wondrous, awe-inspiring;

Of this my soul is very well-aware.

If I should fear that darkness might enfold me,

Your spirit, God, would find me, even there.

Where could I hide from you, Jehovah,

Or be concealed, be hidden from your face?

Not in the Grave nor in the highest heaven,

Not in the dark nor in the sea;

there is no place.







(See also Ps. 66:3; 94:19; Jer. 17:10.)





^ (Ps. 139:0-24) For the director. Of David. A melody. 139 O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.  2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up. You discern my thoughts from afar.  3 You observe* me when I travel and when I lie down; You are familiar with all my ways.  4 There is not a word on my tongue, But look! O Jehovah, you already know it well.  5 Behind and before me, you surround me; And you lay your hand upon me.  6 Such knowledge is beyond my comprehension.* It is too high for me to reach.*  7 Where can I escape from your spirit, And where can I run away from your face?  8 If I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there, And if I were to make my bed in the Grave,* look! you would be there.  9 If I would fly away with the wings of the dawn To reside by the most remote sea, 10 Even there your hand would lead me And your right hand would take hold of me. 11 If I say: “Surely darkness will conceal me!” Then the night around me would become light. 12 Even the darkness would not be too dark for you, But night would be as bright as the day; Darkness is the same as light to you. 13 For you produced my kidneys; You kept me screened off* in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from you When I was made in secret, When I was woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes even saw me as an embryo; All its parts were written in your book Regarding the days when they were formed, Before any of them existed. 17 So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them! 18 If I try to count them, they outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you.* 19 O God, if only you would slay the wicked! Then the violent* men would depart from me, 20 Those who say things against you with evil intent;* They are your adversaries who take up your name in a worthless way. 21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Jehovah, And loathe those who revolt against you? 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; They have become real enemies to me. 23 Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts. 24 See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.

Lit., “measure.”
Or “is too amazing for me.”
Or “too much for me to fathom.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “wove me together.”
Or “My soul knows.”
Or possibly, “I would still be counting them.”
Or “bloodguilty.”
Or “according to their idea.”
Or “disquieting.”


^ (Ps. 66:3) Say to God: “How awe-inspiring your works are! Because of your great power, Your enemies will cringe before you.



^ (Ps. 94:19) When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^ (Jer. 17:10) I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, Examining the innermost thoughts,* To give to each one according to his ways, According to the fruitage of his works.

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”














^ ***w17 January p. 29 “These Things Entrust to Faithful Men”***


 8. Why might David have concluded that Solomon was unqualified, but what did he do?

8 Read 1 Chronicles 22:5. David might have concluded that Solomon was not qualified to oversee such an important project. After all, the temple was to be “exceedingly magnificent,” and Solomon was at the time “young and inexperienced.” Yet, David knew that Jehovah would equip Solomon to handle the work given to him. So David focused on what he could do to assist, preparing materials in great quantity.





^  (1 Chron. 22:5) And David said: “My son Solʹo·mon is young and inexperienced,* and the house to be built for Jehovah is to be exceedingly magnificent, so that its fame and beauty will be known in all lands. Therefore, I will make preparation for him.” So David prepared materials in great quantity before his death.

Or “delicate.”








^ ***w17 January p. 29 “These Things Entrust to Faithful Men”***


 7. How did David react to Jehovah’s direction?

7 David did not withhold his support, brooding over the prospect that the credit for temple construction would not be his. The building did, in fact, become known as Solomon’s temple, not David’s. While David may have been disappointed that he could not fulfill his heart’s desire, he fully supported the project. He eagerly organized work groups and gathered iron, copper, silver, and gold, as well as cedar timbers. Further, he encouraged Solomon, saying: “Now, my son, may Jehovah be with you, and may you be successful and build the house of Jehovah your God, just as he has spoken concerning you.”​—1 Chron. 22:11, 14-16.





^  (1 Chron. 22:11) “Now, my son, may Jehovah be with you, and may you be successful and build the house of Jehovah your God, just as he has spoken concerning you.



^  (1 Chron. 22:14-16) Here I have taken great pains to prepare for Jehovah’s house 100,000 talents* of gold and 1,000,000 talents of silver and such great quantities of copper and iron that they cannot be weighed, and I have prepared timbers and stones, but you will add to them. 15 A great number of workmen are with you—stonecutters, stonemasons, woodworkers, and all kinds of skilled workers. 16 The gold, silver, copper, and iron are beyond measure. Get up and begin the work, and may Jehovah be with you.”

A talent equaled 34.2 kg (1,101 oz t). See App. B14.








^ ***w18 March pp. 11-12 Parents, Are You Helping Your Child Progress to Baptism?***


OTHERS CAN HELP

14. How can the elders reinforce the efforts of parents who are helping their children progress to baptism?

14 As spiritual shepherds, congregation elders can reinforce parents’ efforts by speaking positively about spiritual goals. One sister who served as a pioneer for more than 70 years recalled the impact of her conversation with Brother Charles T. Russell when she was only six years old. She related, “He took 15 minutes with me to discuss my spiritual goals.” Yes, positive words and encouragement can have a long-lasting effect. (Prov. 25:11) Elders can also include parents and their children in Kingdom Hall projects, giving tasks to youths in keeping with their age and abilities.

15. What are some ways that others in the congregation can encourage young ones?

15 Members of the congregation can help by demonstrating appropriate personal interest in young ones. This would include being alert to indications of spiritual progress. Did a youth give a heartfelt, well-thought-out comment or share in a part on the midweek meeting program? Has a youth successfully faced a test of integrity or taken advantage of an opportunity to give a witness at school? Be quick to offer sincere commendation. What about making it a point​—before or after a meeting—​to talk with a young person, manifesting your genuine interest? In these ways and others, young ones can be made to realize that they are part of “the great congregation.”​—Ps. 35:18.





^  (Prov. 25:11) Like apples of gold in silver carvings* Is a word spoken at the right time.

Or “settings.”


^  (Ps. 35:18) Then I will give thanks to you in the great congregation; I will praise you among the throngs of people.
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