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SEPTEMBER 2-8

PSALMS 79-81



Song 29 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Show Love for Jehovah’s Glorious Name



(10 min.)



Turn away from practices that dishonor Jehovah (Ps 79:9; w17.02 9 ¶5)

Call on Jehovah’s name (Ps 80:18; ijwbv 3 ¶4-5)

Jehovah richly rewards those who by their obedience show love for his name (Ps 81:13, 16)





[image: A brother handing a jw.org contact card to a workmate while they take a break.]

For our conduct to reflect well on Jehovah’s name, we must identify ourselves as his Witnesses







2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 80:1​—Why was Joseph’s name sometimes used to designate all the tribes of Israel? (it-2 111)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 79:1–80:7 (th study 10)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(1 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 4 point 4)





5. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 4 point 3)





6. Starting a Conversation



(2 min.) PUBLIC WITNESSING. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 3 point 3)





7. Following Up



(5 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Offer a Bible study to an interested person who refused one in the past. (lmd lesson 8 point 3)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 10

8. “They Will Sanctify My Name”



(15 min.) Discussion.



Satan began slandering Jehovah’s name in the garden of Eden. Since then, the vindication of Jehovah’s name has been the most important issue facing all intelligent creation.

Consider just a few of the vicious lies that Satan has promoted about Jehovah. He accuses Him of being a harsh and unloving ruler. (Ge 3:1-6; Job 4:18, 19) He claims that Jehovah’s worshippers do not really love Him. (Job 2:4, 5) He has even caused millions to believe that Jehovah is not the Creator of the beautiful natural world around us.​—Ro 1:20, 21.

How do those lies make you feel? Likely, they make you want to stand up and defend Jehovah! He knew that his people would want to help sanctify his name. (Compare Isaiah 29:23.) How can you help?

	  Help others come to know and love Jehovah. (Joh 17:25, 26) Be ready to offer evidence that he exists and to teach others about his marvelous qualities.​—Isa 63:7



	  Love Jehovah with your whole heart. (Mt 22:37, 38) Obey Jehovah’s commands not only because they are good for you but because you want to make Jehovah happy.​—Pr 27:11









[image: Collage: Scenes from the video “Love Never Fails Despite . . . An Ungodly School Environment.” 1. Ariel sits at her desk while a boy in her class points at her and asks why she does not salute the flag. 2. She uses the Bible and lesson 61 of the book “Lessons You Can Learn From the Bible” to do personal study. 3. She stands in front of her class and gives a witness. 4. Diego is offered an electronic cigarette by a classmate. 5. He uses a tablet to do research. 6. He walks away from his school with a confident smile.]




Play the VIDEO Love Never Fails Despite . . . An Ungodly School Environment. Then ask the audience:

	  How did Ariel and Diego defend Jehovah’s name?


Your answer





	  What motivated them to stand up for Jehovah?


Your answer





	  How can you imitate their example?


Your answer









9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 15 ¶1-7 and intro to section 6





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 90 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 79:0-81:16) A melody of Aʹsaph. 79 O God, the nations have invaded your inheritance; They have defiled your holy temple; They have turned Jerusalem into a heap of ruins.  2 They have given the dead bodies of your servants as food to the birds of the heavens And the flesh of your loyal ones to the wild beasts of the earth.  3 They have poured out their blood like water around Jerusalem, And no one is left to bury them.  4 We have become an object of reproach to our neighbors; Those around us ridicule and jeer us.  5 How long, O Jehovah, will you be furious? Forever? How long will your indignation burn just like fire?  6 Pour out your wrath on the nations that do not know you And on the kingdoms that do not call on your name.  7 For they have devoured Jacob And have desolated his homeland.  8 Do not hold us accountable for the errors of our ancestors. Quickly show us your mercy, For we have been brought very low.  9 Help us, O God of our salvation, For the sake of your glorious name; Rescue us and forgive* our sins for the sake of your name. 10 Why should the nations say: “Where is their God?” Before our eyes may it become known among the nations That the shed blood of your servants has been avenged. 11 May you hear the sighing of the prisoner. Use your great power* to preserve* those sentenced to death.* 12 Repay our neighbors sevenfold For the taunts they have leveled at you, O Jehovah. 13 Then we, your people and the flock of your pasture, Will give thanks to you forever; And we will declare your praise from generation to generation. 
To the director; set to “The Lilies.” A reminder. Of Aʹsaph. A melody. 80 O Shepherd of Israel, listen, You who are guiding Joseph just like a flock. You who sit enthroned above* the cherubs, Shine forth.*  2 Before Eʹphra·im and Benjamin and Ma·nasʹseh, Do stir up your mightiness; Come and save us.  3 O God, restore us; Let your face shine upon us, so that we may be saved.  4 Jehovah God of armies, how long will you be hostile toward* the prayer of your people?  5 You feed them tears as their bread, And you make them drink tears beyond measure.  6 You let our neighbors quarrel over us; Our enemies keep mocking us as they please.  7 O God of armies, restore us; Let your face shine upon us, so that we may be saved.  8 You made a vine depart from Egypt. You drove out the nations and planted it.  9 You cleared a space for it, And it took root and filled the land. 10 The mountains were covered by its shadow, And the cedars of God by its branches. 11 Its branches reached as far as the sea, And its shoots to the River.* 12 Why have you broken down the stone walls of the vineyard, So that all those passing by pluck its fruit? 13 The boars of the forest ravage it, And the wild animals of the field feed on it. 14 O God of armies, please return. Look down from heaven and see! Take care of this vine, 15 The stock* that your right hand has planted, And look upon the son whom* you made strong for yourself. 16 It is burned with fire, cut down. They perish at your rebuke.* 17 May your hand give support to the man at your right hand, To the son of man you have made strong for yourself. 18 Then we will not turn away from you. Preserve us alive, so that we may call on your name. 19 O Jehovah God of armies, restore us; Let your face shine upon us, so that we may be saved. 
To the director; upon the Gitʹtith.* Of Aʹsaph. 81 Shout joyfully to God our strength. Shout in triumph to the God of Jacob.  2 Begin the music and take a tambourine, The melodious harp together with the stringed instrument.  3 Blow the horn on the new moon, On the full moon, for the day of our festival.  4 For it is a decree for Israel, A ruling of the God of Jacob.  5 He established it as a reminder for Joseph When He went out against the land of Egypt. I heard a voice* that I did not recognize:  6 “I lifted the burden from his shoulder; His hands were freed from the basket.  7 In your distress you called, and I rescued you; I answered you from the thundercloud.* I tested you at the waters of Merʹi·bah.* (Selah)  8 Hear, my people, and I will testify against you. O Israel, if you would only listen to me.  9 Among you, there will be no strange god, And you will not bow down to a foreign god. 10 I, Jehovah, am your God, The one who brought you out of the land of Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 11 But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would not submit to me. 12 So I let them follow their stubborn hearts; They did what they thought was right.* 13 If only my people would listen to me, If only Israel would walk in my ways! 14 Their enemies I would quickly subdue; I would turn my hand against their adversaries. 15 Those who hate Jehovah will cringe in his presence, And their outcome* will be forever. 16 But he will feed you* with the finest* wheat And satisfy you with honey from the rock.”

Lit., “cover.”
Lit., “arm.”
Or possibly, “set free.”
Lit., “the sons of death.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “Reveal your radiance.”
Lit., “fume against.”
That is, the Euphrates.
Or “main stem of the vine.”
Or “branch that.”
Lit., “the rebuke of your face.”
See Glossary.
Or “language.”
Lit., “in the hidden place of thunder.”
Meaning “Quarreling.”
Lit., “They walked in their counsels.”
Lit., “time.”
Lit., “him,” that is, God’s people.
Lit., “the fat of.”


^ (Ps. 79:9) Help us, O God of our salvation, For the sake of your glorious name; Rescue us and forgive* our sins for the sake of your name.

Lit., “cover.”


^ (Ps. 80:18) Then we will not turn away from you. Preserve us alive, so that we may call on your name.



^ (Ps. 81:13) If only my people would listen to me, If only Israel would walk in my ways!



^ (Ps. 81:16) But he will feed you* with the finest* wheat And satisfy you with honey from the rock.”

Lit., “him,” that is, God’s people.
Lit., “the fat of.”


^ (Ps. 80:1) O Shepherd of Israel, listen, You who are guiding Joseph just like a flock. You who sit enthroned above* the cherubs, Shine forth.*

Or possibly, “between.”
Or “Reveal your radiance.”


^ (Pss. 79:1-80:7) O God, the nations have invaded your inheritance; They have defiled your holy temple; They have turned Jerusalem into a heap of ruins.  2 They have given the dead bodies of your servants as food to the birds of the heavens And the flesh of your loyal ones to the wild beasts of the earth.  3 They have poured out their blood like water around Jerusalem, And no one is left to bury them.  4 We have become an object of reproach to our neighbors; Those around us ridicule and jeer us.  5 How long, O Jehovah, will you be furious? Forever? How long will your indignation burn just like fire?  6 Pour out your wrath on the nations that do not know you And on the kingdoms that do not call on your name.  7 For they have devoured Jacob And have desolated his homeland.  8 Do not hold us accountable for the errors of our ancestors. Quickly show us your mercy, For we have been brought very low.  9 Help us, O God of our salvation, For the sake of your glorious name; Rescue us and forgive* our sins for the sake of your name. 10 Why should the nations say: “Where is their God?” Before our eyes may it become known among the nations That the shed blood of your servants has been avenged. 11 May you hear the sighing of the prisoner. Use your great power* to preserve* those sentenced to death.* 12 Repay our neighbors sevenfold For the taunts they have leveled at you, O Jehovah. 13 Then we, your people and the flock of your pasture, Will give thanks to you forever; And we will declare your praise from generation to generation. 
To the director; set to “The Lilies.” A reminder. Of Aʹsaph. A melody. 80 O Shepherd of Israel, listen, You who are guiding Joseph just like a flock. You who sit enthroned above* the cherubs, Shine forth.*  2 Before Eʹphra·im and Benjamin and Ma·nasʹseh, Do stir up your mightiness; Come and save us.  3 O God, restore us; Let your face shine upon us, so that we may be saved.  4 Jehovah God of armies, how long will you be hostile toward* the prayer of your people?  5 You feed them tears as their bread, And you make them drink tears beyond measure.  6 You let our neighbors quarrel over us; Our enemies keep mocking us as they please.  7 O God of armies, restore us; Let your face shine upon us, so that we may be saved.

Lit., “cover.”
Lit., “arm.”
Or possibly, “set free.”
Lit., “the sons of death.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “Reveal your radiance.”
Lit., “fume against.”


^ (Gen. 3:1-6) Now the serpent was the most cautious* of all the wild animals of the field that Jehovah God had made. So it said to the woman: “Did God really say that you must not eat from every tree of the garden?” 2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You must not eat from it, no, you must not touch it; otherwise you will die.’” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and bad.” 6 Consequently, the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was something desirable to the eyes, yes, the tree was pleasing to look at. So she began taking of its fruit and eating it. Afterward, she also gave some to her husband when he was with her, and he began eating it.

Or “shrewdest; craftiest.”


^ (Job 4:18, 19) Look! He has no faith in his servants, And he finds fault with his angels.* 19 How much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay, Whose foundation is in the dust, Who are crushed as easily as a moth!

Or “messengers.”


^ (Job 2:4, 5) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Or “soul.”


^ (Rom. 1:20, 21) For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable. 21 For although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God nor did they thank him, but they became empty-headed in their reasonings and their senseless hearts became darkened.



^ (Isa. 29:23) For when he sees his children, Who are the work of my hands, in his midst, They will sanctify my name; Yes, they will sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, And they will stand in awe of the God of Israel.



^ (John 17:25, 26) Righteous Father, the world has, indeed, not come to know you, but I know you, and these have come to know that you sent me. 26 I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”



^ (Isa. 63:7) I will mention Jehovah’s acts of loyal love, The praiseworthy acts of Jehovah, Because of all that Jehovah has done for us, The many good things he has done for the house of Israel, According to his mercy and his great loyal love.



^ (Matt. 22:37, 38) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment.



^ (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.








SEPTEMBER 9-15

PSALMS 82-84



Song 80 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD






[image: ]

One of the sons of Korah looks longingly at a swallows’ nest in the temple courtyard





1. Appreciate the Privileges That You Have



(10 min.)



We value our privileges of service (Ps 84:1-3; wp16.6 8 ¶2-3)

Enjoy the assignments that you have instead of focusing on those that you wish you had (Ps 84:10; w08 7/15 30 ¶3-4)

Jehovah is good to all those who serve him faithfully (Ps 84:11; w20.01 17 ¶12)





[image: Collage: Levites performing various duties. 1. Pouring water from a clay jar into the copper basin. 2. Pulling a wagon filled with clay jars. 3. Carrying a clay jar.]




Each assignment has its blessings and its challenges. If you focus on the blessings, you can find joy in any assignment.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 82:3​—How important is it to show loving concern for “the fatherless” in the congregation? (it-1 816)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 82:1–83:18 (th study 2)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Empathy​—What Jesus Did



(7 min.) Discussion. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss lmd lesson 9 points 1-2.





5. Empathy​—Imitate Jesus



(8 min.) Discussion based on lmd lesson 9 points 3-5 and “See Also.”






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 57

6. Local Needs



(15 min.)





7. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 15 ¶8-12, box on p. 118





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 130 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 82:0-84:12) A melody of Aʹsaph. 82 God takes his place in the divine assembly;* In the middle of the gods* he judges:  2 “How long will you continue to judge with injustice And show partiality to the wicked? (Selah)  3 Defend* the lowly and the fatherless. Render justice to the helpless and destitute.  4 Rescue the lowly and the poor; Save them out of the hand of the wicked.”  5 They do not know, nor do they understand; They are walking about in darkness; All the foundations of the earth are being shaken.  6 “I have said, ‘You are gods,* All of you are sons of the Most High.  7 But you will die just as men do; And like any other prince you will fall!’”  8 Rise up, O God, and judge the earth, For all the nations belong to you. 
A song. A melody of Aʹsaph. 83 O God, do not be silent; Do not keep quiet* or still, O Divine One.  2 For look! your enemies are in an uproar; Those who hate you act arrogantly.*  3 With cunning they secretly plot against your people; They conspire against your treasured ones.*  4 They say: “Come, let us annihilate them as a nation, So that the name of Israel may be remembered no more.”  5 They devise a unified strategy;* They have made an alliance* against you—  6 The tents of Eʹdom and the Ishʹma·el·ites, Moʹab and the Hagʹrites,  7 Geʹbal and Amʹmon and Amʹa·lek, Phi·lisʹti·a together with the inhabitants of Tyre.  8 As·syrʹi·a too has joined them; They give support to* the sons of Lot. (Selah)  9 Do to them as you did to Midʹi·an, As you did to Sisʹe·ra and Jaʹbin at the stream* of Kiʹshon. 10 They were annihilated at En-dor; They became manure for the ground. 11 Make their nobles like Oʹreb and Zeʹeb And their princes* like Zeʹbah and Zal·munʹna, 12 For they said: “Let us take possession of the land where God dwells.” 13 O my God, make them like a whirling thistle,* Like stubble blown about by the wind. 14 Like a fire that burns up the forest, Like a flame that scorches the mountains, 15 So may you pursue them with your tempest And terrify them with your windstorm. 16 Cover* their faces with dishonor, So that they may search for your name, O Jehovah. 17 May they be put to shame and be terrified forever; May they be disgraced and perish; 18 May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth. 
For the director; upon the Gitʹtith.* Of the sons of Korʹah. A melody. 84 How lovely* your grand tabernacle is, O Jehovah of armies!  2 My whole being* yearns, Yes, I am faint with longing, For the courtyards of Jehovah. My heart and my flesh shout joyfully to the living God.  3 Even the bird finds a home there And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she cares for her young Near your grand altar, O Jehovah of armies, My King and my God!  4 Happy are those dwelling in your house! They continue to praise you. (Selah)  5 Happy are the men who find their strength in you, Whose hearts are set on the highways.  6 When they pass through the Baʹca Valley,* They make it into a place of springs; And the early rain clothes it* with blessings.  7 They will walk on from strength to strength; Each one appears before God in Zion.  8 O Jehovah God of armies, hear my prayer; Listen, O God of Jacob. (Selah)  9 Look, our shield and our God,* Look upon the face of your anointed one. 10 For a day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else! I choose to stand at the threshold of the house of my God Rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 11 For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; He gives favor and glory. Jehovah will not hold back anything good From those walking in integrity. 12 O Jehovah of armies, Happy is the man who trusts in you.

Or “in the assembly of the Divine One.”
Or “godlike ones.”
Or “Judge.”
Or “godlike ones.”
Or “keep speechless.”
Or “raise their heads.”
Lit., “concealed ones.”
Lit., “They consult with a heart together.”
Or “a covenant.”
Lit., “have become an arm to.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “leaders.”
Or “like tumbleweed.”
Lit., “Fill.”
See Glossary.
Or “deeply loved.”
Or “My soul.”
Or “the valley of baca bushes.”
Or possibly, “And the instructor enwraps himself.”
Or possibly, “Look at our shield, O God.”


^ (Ps. 84:1-3) How lovely* your grand tabernacle is, O Jehovah of armies!  2 My whole being* yearns, Yes, I am faint with longing, For the courtyards of Jehovah. My heart and my flesh shout joyfully to the living God.  3 Even the bird finds a home there And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she cares for her young Near your grand altar, O Jehovah of armies, My King and my God!

Or “deeply loved.”
Or “My soul.”


^ (Ps. 84:10) For a day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else! I choose to stand at the threshold of the house of my God Rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.



^ (Ps. 84:11) For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; He gives favor and glory. Jehovah will not hold back anything good From those walking in integrity.



^ (Ps. 82:3) Defend* the lowly and the fatherless. Render justice to the helpless and destitute.

Or “Judge.”


^ (Pss. 82:1-83:18) God takes his place in the divine assembly;* In the middle of the gods* he judges:  2 “How long will you continue to judge with injustice And show partiality to the wicked? (Selah)  3 Defend* the lowly and the fatherless. Render justice to the helpless and destitute.  4 Rescue the lowly and the poor; Save them out of the hand of the wicked.”  5 They do not know, nor do they understand; They are walking about in darkness; All the foundations of the earth are being shaken.  6 “I have said, ‘You are gods,* All of you are sons of the Most High.  7 But you will die just as men do; And like any other prince you will fall!’”  8 Rise up, O God, and judge the earth, For all the nations belong to you. 
A song. A melody of Aʹsaph. 83 O God, do not be silent; Do not keep quiet* or still, O Divine One.  2 For look! your enemies are in an uproar; Those who hate you act arrogantly.*  3 With cunning they secretly plot against your people; They conspire against your treasured ones.*  4 They say: “Come, let us annihilate them as a nation, So that the name of Israel may be remembered no more.”  5 They devise a unified strategy;* They have made an alliance* against you—  6 The tents of Eʹdom and the Ishʹma·el·ites, Moʹab and the Hagʹrites,  7 Geʹbal and Amʹmon and Amʹa·lek, Phi·lisʹti·a together with the inhabitants of Tyre.  8 As·syrʹi·a too has joined them; They give support to* the sons of Lot. (Selah)  9 Do to them as you did to Midʹi·an, As you did to Sisʹe·ra and Jaʹbin at the stream* of Kiʹshon. 10 They were annihilated at En-dor; They became manure for the ground. 11 Make their nobles like Oʹreb and Zeʹeb And their princes* like Zeʹbah and Zal·munʹna, 12 For they said: “Let us take possession of the land where God dwells.” 13 O my God, make them like a whirling thistle,* Like stubble blown about by the wind. 14 Like a fire that burns up the forest, Like a flame that scorches the mountains, 15 So may you pursue them with your tempest And terrify them with your windstorm. 16 Cover* their faces with dishonor, So that they may search for your name, O Jehovah. 17 May they be put to shame and be terrified forever; May they be disgraced and perish; 18 May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.

Or “in the assembly of the Divine One.”
Or “godlike ones.”
Or “Judge.”
Or “godlike ones.”
Or “keep speechless.”
Or “raise their heads.”
Lit., “concealed ones.”
Lit., “They consult with a heart together.”
Or “a covenant.”
Lit., “have become an arm to.”
Or “wadi.”
Or “leaders.”
Or “like tumbleweed.”
Lit., “Fill.”







SEPTEMBER 16-22

PSALMS 85-87



Song 41 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD






[image: King David praying fervently.]



1. Prayer Helps Us to Endure



(10 min.)



Ask Jehovah to give you joy (Ps 86:4)

Ask Jehovah to help you remain faithful (Ps 86:11, 12; w12 5/15 25 ¶10)

Trust that Jehovah will answer your prayers (Ps 86:6, 7; w23.05 13 ¶17-18)



ASK YOURSELF, ‘Do my prayers increase in length and frequency when I face trials?’​—Ps 86:3.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 86:11​—What does David’s prayer suggest about a person’s heart? (it-1 1058 ¶5)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 86:1–87:7 (th study 12)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 3 point 5)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Offer a Bible study to a person who previously expressed concern about a current event. (lmd lesson 7 point 4)





6. Making Disciples



(5 min.) lff lesson 15 point 5. Discuss arrangements for your student to have his study while you are away next week. (lmd lesson 10 point 4)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 83

7. Don’t Give Up



(5 min.) Discussion.



Play the VIDEO. Then ask the audience:

	  Why may we at times feel like giving up in the ministry?


Your answer





	  Why should we not give up?


Your answer









8. Keep Offering Bible Studies!



(10 min.) Discussion.





[image: A sister witnessing to a woman at a taxi stand.]





[image: A couple at a witnessing cart advertising “Free Bible Course” as a woman walking by looks at the cart.]





[image: A couple in the door-to-door ministry, offering a man the brochure “Enjoy Life Forever!”]



Have you started a Bible study using the Enjoy Life Forever! brochure during this month’s special campaign? If so, you must be excited! Likely, others are also encouraged by your results. On the other hand, if you have not yet started a Bible study, you may be wondering if your efforts are really worthwhile. What can you do if you feel discouraged about your results?

Play the VIDEO DRAMATIZATION “We Recommend Ourselves as God’s Ministers . . . by Patience”​—When Preaching. Then ask the audience:

	  How can 2 Corinthians 6:4, 6 help us if ever our ministry seems like a “black hole”?


Your answer





	  What adjustments could you make if you feel as though your efforts to start a Bible study have been unproductive?


Your answer







Remember, our joy does not depend on how many Bible studies we start or conduct. Rather, joy is the result of knowing that Jehovah is pleased with our efforts. (Lu 10:17-20) So continue to participate in this special campaign wholeheartedly, knowing that “your labor is not in vain in connection with the Lord”!​—1Co 15:58.



9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 15 ¶13-14, box on p. 121





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 39 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 85:0-87:7) For the director. Of the sons of Korʹah. A melody. 85 You have shown favor, O Jehovah, to your land; You brought back those of Jacob who were taken captive.  2 You have pardoned the error of your people; You forgave* all their sin. (Selah)  3 You held back all your fury; You turned away from your hot anger.  4 Restore us,* O God of our salvation, And set aside your displeasure with us.  5 Will you be furious with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to generation after generation?  6 Will you not revive us again So that your people may rejoice in you?  7 Show your loyal love to us, O Jehovah, And grant us your salvation.  8 I will listen to what the true God Jehovah says, For he will speak peace to his people, to his loyal ones, But let them not return to overconfidence.  9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, So that his glory may reside in our land. 10 Loyal love and faithfulness will meet together; Righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 11 Faithfulness will sprout from the earth, And righteousness will look down from the heavens. 12 Yes, Jehovah will give what is good,* And our land will yield its harvest. 13 Righteousness will walk before him And make a path for his footsteps. 
A prayer of David. 86 Incline your ear,* O Jehovah, and answer me, For I am afflicted and poor.  2 Guard my life,* for I am loyal. Save your servant who is trusting in you, For you are my God.  3 Show me favor, O Jehovah, For I call to you all day long.  4 Make your servant* rejoice, For to you, O Jehovah, I turn.*  5 For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.  6 Listen, O Jehovah, to my prayer; And pay attention to my pleas for help.  7 I call on you in the day of my distress, For you will answer me.  8 There is none like you among the gods, O Jehovah, There are no works like yours.  9 All the nations that you made Will come and bow down before you, O Jehovah, And they will give glory to your name. 10 For you are great and do wondrous things; You are God, you alone. 11 Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name. 12 I praise you, O Jehovah my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify your name forever, 13 For your loyal love toward me is great, And you have saved my life* from the depths of the Grave.* 14 O God, presumptuous men rise up against me; A band of ruthless men seek to take my life,* And they have no regard for you.* 15 But you, O Jehovah, are a God merciful and compassionate,* Slow to anger and abundant in loyal love and faithfulness.* 16 Turn to me and show me favor. Give your strength to your servant, And save the son of your slave girl. 17 Show me a sign* of your goodness, So that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame. For you, O Jehovah, are my helper and comforter. 
Of the sons of Korʹah. A melody. A song. 87 His city’s foundation is in the holy mountains.  2 Jehovah loves the gates of Zion More than all the tents of Jacob.  3 Glorious things are being said about you, O city of the true God. (Selah)  4 I will count Raʹhab and Babylon among those who know* me; Here are Phi·lisʹti·a and Tyre, together with Cush. It will be said: “This is one who was born there.”  5 And about Zion it will be said: “Each and every one was born in her.” And the Most High will firmly establish her.  6 Jehovah will declare, when recording the peoples: “This is one who was born there.” (Selah)  7 Singers and those performing circle dances will say: “All my springs are in you.”*

Lit., “covered.”
Or “Gather us back.”
Or “prosperity.”
Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “soul.”
Or “the soul of your servant.”
Or “I raise my soul.”
Or “Give me an undivided heart.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “seek my soul.”
Or “have not set you in front of themselves.”
Or “gracious.”
Or “and truth.”
Or “evidence.”
Or “acknowledge.”
Or “For me, you are the source of all things.”


^ (Ps. 86:4) Make your servant* rejoice, For to you, O Jehovah, I turn.*

Or “the soul of your servant.”
Or “I raise my soul.”


^ (Ps. 86:11, 12) Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name. 12 I praise you, O Jehovah my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify your name forever,

Or “Give me an undivided heart.”


^ (Ps. 86:6, 7) Listen, O Jehovah, to my prayer; And pay attention to my pleas for help.  7 I call on you in the day of my distress, For you will answer me.



^ (Ps. 86:3) Show me favor, O Jehovah, For I call to you all day long.



^ (Ps. 86:11) Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name.

Or “Give me an undivided heart.”


^ (Pss. 86:1-87:7) Incline your ear,* O Jehovah, and answer me, For I am afflicted and poor.  2 Guard my life,* for I am loyal. Save your servant who is trusting in you, For you are my God.  3 Show me favor, O Jehovah, For I call to you all day long.  4 Make your servant* rejoice, For to you, O Jehovah, I turn.*  5 For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.  6 Listen, O Jehovah, to my prayer; And pay attention to my pleas for help.  7 I call on you in the day of my distress, For you will answer me.  8 There is none like you among the gods, O Jehovah, There are no works like yours.  9 All the nations that you made Will come and bow down before you, O Jehovah, And they will give glory to your name. 10 For you are great and do wondrous things; You are God, you alone. 11 Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name. 12 I praise you, O Jehovah my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify your name forever, 13 For your loyal love toward me is great, And you have saved my life* from the depths of the Grave.* 14 O God, presumptuous men rise up against me; A band of ruthless men seek to take my life,* And they have no regard for you.* 15 But you, O Jehovah, are a God merciful and compassionate,* Slow to anger and abundant in loyal love and faithfulness.* 16 Turn to me and show me favor. Give your strength to your servant, And save the son of your slave girl. 17 Show me a sign* of your goodness, So that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame. For you, O Jehovah, are my helper and comforter. 
Of the sons of Korʹah. A melody. A song. 87 His city’s foundation is in the holy mountains.  2 Jehovah loves the gates of Zion More than all the tents of Jacob.  3 Glorious things are being said about you, O city of the true God. (Selah)  4 I will count Raʹhab and Babylon among those who know* me; Here are Phi·lisʹti·a and Tyre, together with Cush. It will be said: “This is one who was born there.”  5 And about Zion it will be said: “Each and every one was born in her.” And the Most High will firmly establish her.  6 Jehovah will declare, when recording the peoples: “This is one who was born there.” (Selah)  7 Singers and those performing circle dances will say: “All my springs are in you.”*

Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “soul.”
Or “the soul of your servant.”
Or “I raise my soul.”
Or “Give me an undivided heart.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “seek my soul.”
Or “have not set you in front of themselves.”
Or “gracious.”
Or “and truth.”
Or “evidence.”
Or “acknowledge.”
Or “For me, you are the source of all things.”


^ (2 Cor. 6:4) but in every way we recommend ourselves as God’s ministers, by the endurance of much, by tribulations, by times of need, by difficulties,



^ (2 Cor. 6:6) by purity, by knowledge, by patience, by kindness, by holy spirit, by love free from hypocrisy,



^ (Luke 10:17-20) Then the 70 returned with joy, saying: “Lord,* even the demons are made subject to us by the use of your name.” 18 At that he said to them: “I see Satan already fallen like lightning from heaven. 19 Look! I have given you the authority to trample underfoot serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing at all will harm you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice because the spirits are made subject to you, but rejoice because your names have been written in the heavens.”

Or “Master.”


^ (1 Cor. 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain* in connection with the Lord.

Lit., “empty.”







SEPTEMBER 23-29

PSALMS 88-89



Song 22 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Jehovah’s Rulership Is Best



(10 min.)



Jehovah’s rulership promotes true justice (Ps 89:14; w17.06 28 ¶5)

Jehovah’s rulership promotes true joy (Ps 89:15, 16; w17.06 29 ¶10-11)

Jehovah’s rulership will last forever (Ps 89:34-37; w14 10/15 10 ¶14)





[image: Collage: A brother reflecting on Jehovah’s way of ruling in contrast to the world’s. 1. People argue at a political rally. 2. Brothers greet each other warmly at a congregation meeting.]

Reflecting on Jehovah’s superior way of ruling can help us to remain neutral when we are exposed to political propaganda







2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 89:37​—What is the difference between faithfulness and loyalty? (cl 281 ¶4-5)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 89:1-24 (th study 11)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) PUBLIC WITNESSING. Offer a Bible study to a person of a non-Christian background. (lmd lesson 5 point 5)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Offer to demonstrate a Bible study. (th study 9)





6. Explaining Your Beliefs



(5 min.) Talk. ijwbq 181​—Theme: What Is the Bible About? (th study 2)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 94

7. Jehovah’s Standards Are Best



(10 min.) Discussion.



Many people view the Bible’s standards on sex and marriage as unreasonable and outdated. Have you proved to yourself that following Jehovah’s standards is always best for you?​—Isa 48:17, 18; Ro 12:2.



[image: A scene from the video “Reasons for Faith—God’s Standards Versus My Own.” Hugo and Clara.]



	  Why should we not trust the world’s moral standards? (Jer 10:23; 17:9; 2Co 11:13-15; Eph 4:18, 19)


Your answer







[image: Collage: Drawings from the video “Reasons for Faith—God’s Standards Versus My Own.” 1. A tablet displaying the jw.org logo. 2. Hugo reads the Bible on his smartphone while riding the metro. 3. Clara prays.]



	  Why should we trust Jehovah’s moral standards? (Joh 3:16; Ro 11:33; Tit 1:2)


Your answer







The Bible teaches that those who ignore God’s moral laws “will not inherit God’s Kingdom.” (1Co 6:9, 10) But is that the only reason to follow God’s standards?

Play the VIDEO Reasons for Faith​—God’s Standards Versus My Own. Then ask the audience:

	  How do God’s moral standards protect us?


Your answer









8. Local Needs



(5 min.)





9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 15 ¶15-20





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 133 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 88:0-89:52) A song. A melody of the sons of Korʹah. To the director; in the style of Maʹha·lath,* to be sung alternately. Masʹkil* of Heʹman the Ezʹra·hite. 88 O Jehovah, the God of my salvation, By day I cry out, And by night I come before you.  2 Let my prayer come to you, Incline your ear* to my cry for help.  3 For my soul* has been filled with calamity, And my life is on the brink of the Grave.*  4 I am already counted among those going down to the pit;* I have become a helpless man,*  5 Left among the dead Like the slain lying in a grave, Whom you remember no longer And who have been separated from your care.*  6 You have put me in the lowest pit, In dark places, in a large abyss.  7 Your rage weighs heavily on me, And you overwhelm me with your crashing waves. (Selah)  8 You have driven my acquaintances far away from me; You have made me something detestable to them. I am trapped and cannot escape.  9 My eye is worn out because of my affliction. I call on you, O Jehovah, all day long; To you I spread out my hands. 10 Will you perform wonders for the dead? Can those powerless in death rise up to praise you? (Selah) 11 Will your loyal love be declared in the grave, Your faithfulness in the place of destruction?* 12 Will your wonders be known in the darkness Or your righteousness in the land of oblivion? 13 But I still cry to you for help, O Jehovah, Each morning my prayer comes before you. 14 Why, O Jehovah, do you reject me?* Why do you hide your face from me? 15 From my youth on, I have been afflicted and ready to perish; I am numb from the terrible things you allow me to suffer. 16 Your burning anger overwhelms me; Your terrors destroy me. 17 They surround me like waters all day long; They close in on me from all sides.* 18 You have driven my friends and companions far away from me; Darkness has become my companion. 
Masʹkil.* Of Eʹthan the Ezʹra·hite. 89 I will sing about Jehovah’s expressions of loyal love forever. With my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.  2 For I have said: “Loyal love will be built up* forever, And you have firmly established your faithfulness in the heavens.”  3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant:  4 ‘I will firmly establish your offspring* forever, And I will build up your throne for all generations.’” (Selah)  5 The heavens praise your marvels, O Jehovah, Yes, your faithfulness in the congregation of the holy ones.  6 For who in the skies can compare to Jehovah? Who among the sons of God is like Jehovah?  7 God is held in awe in the council* of holy ones; He is grand and awe-inspiring to all who are around him.  8 O Jehovah God of armies, Who is mighty like you, O Jah? Your faithfulness surrounds you.  9 You rule over the raging of the sea; When its waves surge, you calm them. 10 You have crushed Raʹhab like one who is slain. With your strong arm you have scattered your enemies. 11 The heavens are yours, and the earth is yours; The productive land and what fills it—you have founded them. 12 The north and the south—you created them; Taʹbor and Herʹmon joyously praise your name. 13 Your arm is mighty; Your hand is strong; Your right hand is exalted. 14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; Loyal love and faithfulness stand before you. 15 Happy are the people who know the joyful shouting. O Jehovah, they walk in the light of your face. 16 They rejoice in your name all day long, And in your righteousness they are exalted. 17 For you are the glory of their strength, And by your approval our strength* is exalted. 18 For our shield belongs to Jehovah, Our king belongs to the Holy One of Israel. 19 At that time you spoke in a vision to your loyal ones and said: “I have granted strength to a mighty one; I have exalted a chosen one from among the people. 20 I have found David my servant; With my holy oil I have anointed him. 21 My hand will support him, And my arm will strengthen him. 22 No enemy will exact tribute from him, And no unrighteous man will oppress him. 23 I will crush to pieces his adversaries from before him And strike down those who hate him. 24 My faithfulness and loyal love are with him, And in my name his strength* will be exalted. 25 I will put his hand* over the sea And his right hand over the rivers. 26 He will call out to me: ‘You are my Father, My God and the Rock of my salvation.’ 27 And I will place him as firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth. 28 I will maintain my loyal love for him forever, And my covenant with him will never fail. 29 I will establish his offspring* forever And make his throne as enduring as the heavens. 30 If his sons leave my law And do not walk according to my decrees,* 31 If they violate my statutes And do not keep my commandments, 32 Then I will punish their disobedience* with a rod And their error with flogging. 33 But I will never abandon my loyal love for him Nor be untrue to my promise.* 34 I will not violate my covenant Or change what my lips have spoken. 35 I have sworn in my holiness, once and for all; I will not tell lies to David. 36 His offspring* will endure forever; His throne will endure like the sun before me. 37 Like the moon, it will be firmly established forever As a faithful witness in the skies.” (Selah) 38 But you yourself have cast off and rejected him; You have become furious with your anointed one. 39 You have spurned the covenant with your servant; You have profaned his crown* by throwing it to the ground. 40 You have broken down all his stone walls;* You have reduced his fortifications to ruins. 41 All who pass by have pillaged him; He is a reproach to his neighbors. 42 You have made his adversaries victorious;* You have caused all his enemies to rejoice. 43 You have also driven back his sword, And you have made him lose ground in the battle. 44 You have brought an end to his splendor And hurled his throne to the ground. 45 You have cut short the days of his youth; You have clothed him with shame. (Selah) 46 How long, O Jehovah, will you hide yourself? Will it be forever? Will your rage continue to burn like a fire? 47 Remember how short my life is! Was it to no purpose that you created all humans? 48 What man can live and never see death? Can he save himself* from the power of the Grave?* (Selah) 49 Where are your former acts of loyal love, O Jehovah, That you swore about to David in your faithfulness? 50 Remember, O Jehovah, the taunts hurled at your servants; How I have to bear* the taunts of all the peoples; 51 How your enemies have hurled insults, O Jehovah; How they have insulted every footstep of your anointed one. 52 May Jehovah be praised forever. Amen and Amen.

See Glossary.
See Glossary.
Or “Bend down and listen.”
See Glossary.
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “grave.”
Or “like a man without strength.”
Lit., “hand.”
Or “in Abaddon.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “all at once.”
See Glossary.
Or “endure.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “assembly.”
Lit., “horn.”
Lit., “horn.”
Or “authority.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “judgments.”
Or “rebellion.”
Lit., “Nor be false with my faithfulness.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “diadem.”
Or “his shelters of stone.”
Lit., “lifted up the right hand of his adversaries.”
Or “his soul.”
Lit., “the hand of Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Lit., “carry in my bosom.”


^ (Ps. 89:14) Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; Loyal love and faithfulness stand before you.



^ (Ps. 89:15, 16) Happy are the people who know the joyful shouting. O Jehovah, they walk in the light of your face. 16 They rejoice in your name all day long, And in your righteousness they are exalted.



^ (Ps. 89:34-37) I will not violate my covenant Or change what my lips have spoken. 35 I have sworn in my holiness, once and for all; I will not tell lies to David. 36 His offspring* will endure forever; His throne will endure like the sun before me. 37 Like the moon, it will be firmly established forever As a faithful witness in the skies.” (Selah)

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Ps. 89:37) Like the moon, it will be firmly established forever As a faithful witness in the skies.” (Selah)



^ (Ps. 89:1-24) I will sing about Jehovah’s expressions of loyal love forever. With my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations.  2 For I have said: “Loyal love will be built up* forever, And you have firmly established your faithfulness in the heavens.”  3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant:  4 ‘I will firmly establish your offspring* forever, And I will build up your throne for all generations.’” (Selah)  5 The heavens praise your marvels, O Jehovah, Yes, your faithfulness in the congregation of the holy ones.  6 For who in the skies can compare to Jehovah? Who among the sons of God is like Jehovah?  7 God is held in awe in the council* of holy ones; He is grand and awe-inspiring to all who are around him.  8 O Jehovah God of armies, Who is mighty like you, O Jah? Your faithfulness surrounds you.  9 You rule over the raging of the sea; When its waves surge, you calm them. 10 You have crushed Raʹhab like one who is slain. With your strong arm you have scattered your enemies. 11 The heavens are yours, and the earth is yours; The productive land and what fills it—you have founded them. 12 The north and the south—you created them; Taʹbor and Herʹmon joyously praise your name. 13 Your arm is mighty; Your hand is strong; Your right hand is exalted. 14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; Loyal love and faithfulness stand before you. 15 Happy are the people who know the joyful shouting. O Jehovah, they walk in the light of your face. 16 They rejoice in your name all day long, And in your righteousness they are exalted. 17 For you are the glory of their strength, And by your approval our strength* is exalted. 18 For our shield belongs to Jehovah, Our king belongs to the Holy One of Israel. 19 At that time you spoke in a vision to your loyal ones and said: “I have granted strength to a mighty one; I have exalted a chosen one from among the people. 20 I have found David my servant; With my holy oil I have anointed him. 21 My hand will support him, And my arm will strengthen him. 22 No enemy will exact tribute from him, And no unrighteous man will oppress him. 23 I will crush to pieces his adversaries from before him And strike down those who hate him. 24 My faithfulness and loyal love are with him, And in my name his strength* will be exalted.

Or “endure.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “assembly.”
Lit., “horn.”
Lit., “horn.”


^ (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Rom. 12:2) And stop being molded by this system of things, but be transformed by making your mind over, so that you may prove to yourselves the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



^ (Jer. 10:23) I well know, O Jehovah, that man’s way does not belong to him. It does not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step.



^ (Jer. 17:9) The heart is more treacherous* than anything else and is desperate.* Who can know it?

Or “deceitful.”
Or possibly, “incurable.”


^ (2 Cor. 11:13-15) For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself keeps disguising himself as an angel of light. 15 It is therefore nothing extraordinary if his ministers also keep disguising themselves as ministers of righteousness. But their end will be according to their works.



^ (Eph. 4:18, 19) They are in darkness mentally and alienated from the life that belongs to God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the insensitivity of their hearts. 19 Having gone past all moral sense, they gave themselves over to brazen conduct to practice every sort of uncleanness with greediness.



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Rom. 11:33) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!



^ (Titus 1:2) and is based on a hope of the everlasting life that God, who cannot lie, promised long ago;



^ (1 Cor. 6:9, 10) Or do you not know that unrighteous people will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Do not be misled.* Those who are sexually immoral, idolaters, adulterers, men who submit to homosexual acts, men who practice homosexuality, 10 thieves, greedy people, drunkards, revilers, and extortioners will not inherit God’s Kingdom.

Or “Do not be deceived.”







SEPTEMBER 30–OCTOBER 6

PSALMS 90-91



Song 140 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. To Lengthen Your Life, Trust In Jehovah



(10 min.)



As humans, we cannot dramatically improve our life expectancy (Ps 90:10; wp19.3 5 ¶3-5)

Jehovah is from “everlasting to everlasting” (Ps 90:2; wp19.1 5, box)

He can and will give everlasting life to all those trusting in him (Ps 21:4; 91:16)





[image: A doctor handing some papers and a pen to a brother in a hospital bed late at night.]




Never compromise your relationship with Jehovah by accepting medical treatment that goes against his standards.​—w22.06 18 ¶16-17.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 91:11​—What balanced view should we have of angelic help? (wp17.5 5)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 91:1-16 (th study 10)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Without discussing the Bible, draw the person out so that you are able to determine how the Bible can make his daily life better. (lmd lesson 1 point 3)





5. Starting a Conversation



(4 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. (lmd lesson 1 point 4)





6. Talk



(5 min.) lmd appendix A point 5​—Theme: You Can Live Forever on Earth. (th study 14)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 158


7. Treasure the Riches of God’s Patience​—Jehovah’s View of Time



(5 min.) Discussion.



Play the VIDEO. Then ask the audience:

	  How can considering Jehovah’s view of time help us to await his promises patiently?


Your answer











[image: Hikers on top of a mountain, looking at a star-filled sky.]





8. Organizational Accomplishments for September



(10 min.) Play the VIDEO.





9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 16 ¶1-5, box on p. 128





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 68 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 90:0-91:16) A prayer of Moses, the man of the true God. 90 O Jehovah, you have been our dwelling place* throughout all generations.  2 Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.  3 You make mortal man return to dust; You say: “Return, you sons of men.”  4 For a thousand years are in your eyes just as yesterday when it is past, Just as a watch during the night.  5 You sweep them away; they become like mere sleep; In the morning they are like grass that sprouts.  6 In the morning it blossoms and is renewed, But by evening it withers and dries up.  7 For we are consumed by your anger And terrified by your rage.  8 You place our errors in front of you;* Our secrets are exposed by the light of your face.  9 Our days ebb* away because of your fury; And our years come to an end like a whisper.* 10 The span of our life is 70 years, Or 80 if one is especially strong.* But they are filled with trouble and sorrow; They quickly pass by, and away we fly. 11 Who can fathom the power of your anger? Your fury is as great as the fear you deserve. 12 Teach us how to count our days So that we may acquire a heart of wisdom. 13 Return, O Jehovah! How long will this last? Have pity on your servants. 14 Satisfy us with your loyal love in the morning, So that we may shout joyfully and rejoice during all our days. 15 Make us rejoice in proportion to the days you have afflicted us, For as many years as we have experienced calamity. 16 May your servants see your activity, And may their sons see your splendor. 17 May the favor of Jehovah our God be upon us; May you prosper* the work of our hands. Yes, prosper* the work of our hands. 
91 Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or possibly, “our refuge.”
Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”
Or “You are aware of our errors.”
Or “Our life ebbs.”
Or “a sigh.”
Or “because of special mightiness.”
Or “firmly establish.”
Or “firmly establish.”
Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 90:10) The span of our life is 70 years, Or 80 if one is especially strong.* But they are filled with trouble and sorrow; They quickly pass by, and away we fly.

Or “because of special mightiness.”


^ (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^ (Ps. 21:4) He asked you for life, and you gave it to him, A long life,* forever and ever.

Lit., “Length of days.”


^ (Ps. 91:16) I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “see salvation from me.”


^ (Ps. 91:11) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.



^ (Ps. 91:1-16) Anyone dwelling in the secret place of the Most High Will lodge under the shadow of the Almighty.  2 I will say to Jehovah: “You are my refuge and my stronghold, My God in whom I trust.”  3 For he will rescue you from the trap of the birdcatcher, From the destructive pestilence.  4 With his pinions he will cover* you, And under his wings you will take refuge. His faithfulness will be a large shield and a protective wall.*  5 You will not fear the terrors of the night, Nor the arrow that flies by day,  6 Nor the pestilence that stalks in the gloom, Nor the destruction that ravages at midday.  7 A thousand will fall at your side And ten thousand at your right hand, But to you it will not come near.  8 You will only see it with your eyes As you witness the punishment* of the wicked.  9 Because you said: “Jehovah is my refuge,” You have made the Most High your dwelling;* 10 No disaster will befall you, And no plague will come near your tent. 11 For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways. 12 They will carry you on their hands, So that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 13 On the young lion and the cobra you will tread; You will trample underfoot the maned lion and the big snake. 14 God said: “Because he has affection for me,* I will rescue him. I will protect him because he knows* my name. 15 He will call on me, and I will answer him. I will be with him in distress. I will rescue him and glorify him. 16 I will satisfy him with long life, And I will cause him to see my acts of salvation.”*

Or “block approach to.”
Or “a bulwark.”
Lit., “retribution.”
Or possibly, “fortress; refuge.”
Lit., “he has joined himself to me.”
Or “acknowledges.”
Or “see salvation from me.”







OCTOBER 7-13

PSALMS 92-95



Song 84 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Serving Jehovah Is the Best Way of Life!



(10 min.)



Jehovah deserves our worship (Ps 92:1, 4; w18.04 26 ¶5)

He gives his people incomparable insight (Ps 92:5; w18.11 20 ¶8)

He values those who serve him even in their old age (Ps 92:12-15; w20.01 19 ¶18)





[image: Collage: 1. A young woman prays. 2. She gets baptized.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘What prevents me from dedicating myself to Jehovah and getting baptized?’





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 92:5​—How do these words well illustrate Jehovah’s wisdom? (cl 176 ¶18)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 94:1-23 (th study 5)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(4 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Create an opportunity to tell the person about the work that you do as a Bible teacher. (lmd lesson 5 point 3)





5. Following Up



(3 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Offer a Bible study to an interested person who has refused one in the past. (lmd lesson 8 point 4)





6. Making Disciples



(5 min.) Discussion with a Bible student who is not making progress. (lmd lesson 12 point 5)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 5

7. When Anxieties Overwhelm Young Ones



(15 min.) Discussion.







[image: A teenage girl staring hopelessly at the floor.]




Those who serve Jehovah are not immune to anxiety. For example, David experienced anxiety at various times in his life, and so do many of our brothers today. (Ps 13:2; 139:23) Unfortunately, even young ones are affected. At times, anxiety may make routine activities, such as going to school or attending congregation meetings, seem overwhelming. It may even lead to panic attacks or suicidal thoughts.

Young ones, if ever you feel overwhelmed by anxiety, reach out to a parent or a mature adult. Make sure that you also turn to Jehovah for support. (Php 4:6) He will help you. (Ps 94:17-19; Isa 41:10) Consider Steing’s example.

Play the VIDEO Jehovah Cared for Me. Then ask the audience:

• What Bible verse helped Steing, and why?


Your answer



• How did Jehovah care for him?


Your answer







[image: The girl from the previous image, expressing her feelings to her parents. Her parents are listening attentively.]




Parents, you can help your children to deal with anxiety by patiently listening to them, by expressing your love for them, and by helping them to build confidence in Jehovah’s love. (Tit 2:4; Jas 1:19) Rely on Jehovah to provide you with the comfort and strength that you need to support your children.

We may not know when someone in the congregation is dealing with severe anxiety or understand how he feels. Still, we can help by making all in the congregation feel loved and accepted.​—Pr 12:25; Heb 10:24.



8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 16 ¶6-9, box on p. 132





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 81 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 92:0-95:11) A melody. A song for the Sabbath day. 92 It is good to give thanks to Jehovah And to sing praises* to your name, O Most High,  2 To declare your loyal love in the morning And your faithfulness during the nights,  3 Accompanied by a ten-stringed instrument and a lute, By the melodious sound of a harp.  4 For you have made me rejoice, O Jehovah, because of your deeds; Because of the works of your hands I shout joyfully.  5 How great your works are, O Jehovah! How very deep your thoughts are!  6 No unreasoning man can know them; And no foolish person can understand this:  7 When the wicked sprout like weeds* And all the wrongdoers flourish, It is that they may be annihilated forever.  8 But you are exalted forever, O Jehovah.  9 Indeed, look in triumph on your enemies, O Jehovah, Look at how your enemies will perish; All the wrongdoers will be scattered. 10 But you will exalt my strength* like that of a wild bull; I will moisten my skin with fresh oil. 11 My eyes will look in triumph on my foes; My ears will hear about the downfall of the evil men who attack me. 12 But the righteous will flourish like a palm tree And grow big like a cedar in Lebʹa·non. 13 They are planted in the house of Jehovah; They flourish in the courtyards of our God. 14 Even in old age* they will still be thriving; They will remain vigorous* and fresh, 15 Declaring that Jehovah is upright. He is my Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness. 
93 Jehovah has become King! With grandeur he is clothed; Jehovah is clothed with strength; He wears it like a belt. The earth* is firmly established; It cannot be moved.*  2 Your throne was firmly established long ago; From eternity you have existed.  3 The rivers have surged, O Jehovah, The rivers have surged and roared; The rivers keep surging and pounding.  4 Above the sound of many waters, Mightier than the breaking waves of the sea, Jehovah is majestic in the heights.  5 Your reminders are very trustworthy. Holiness adorns* your house, O Jehovah, for all times. 
94 O God of vengeance, Jehovah, O God of vengeance, shine forth!  2 Rise up, O Judge of the earth. Repay to the haughty what they deserve.  3 How long will the wicked, O Jehovah, How long will the wicked continue to exult?  4 They babble and speak arrogantly; All the wrongdoers brag about themselves.  5 They crush your people, O Jehovah, And oppress your inheritance.  6 They kill the widow and the foreign resident, And they murder the fatherless children.  7 They say: “Jah does not see; The God of Jacob does not take notice of it.”  8 Understand this, you who are unreasoning; You foolish ones, when will you ever show insight?  9 The One who made* the ear, can he not hear? The One who formed the eye, can he not see? 10 The One correcting the nations, can he not reprove? He is the One who imparts knowledge to people! 11 Jehovah knows the thoughts of men, That they are but a mere breath. 12 Happy is the man whom you correct, O Jah, Whom you teach from your law, 13 To give him tranquility during days of calamity, Until a pit is dug for the wicked. 14 For Jehovah will not forsake his people, Nor will he abandon his inheritance. 15 For judgment will once again be righteous, And all the upright in heart will follow it. 16 Who will rise up for me against the wicked? Who will take a stand for me against the wrongdoers? 17 If Jehovah had not been my helper, I* would soon have perished.* 18 When I said: “My foot is slipping,” Your loyal love, O Jehovah, kept supporting me. 19 When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.* 20 Can a throne* of corruption be allied with you While it is framing trouble in the name of the law?* 21 They make vicious attacks on the righteous one* And condemn the innocent one to death.* 22 But Jehovah will become a secure refuge* for me, My God is my rock of refuge. 23 He will make their wicked deeds come back upon them. He will do away with* them by means of their own evil. Jehovah our God will do away with* them. 
95 Come, let us shout joyfully to Jehovah! Let us shout in triumph to our Rock of salvation.  2 Let us come into his presence* with thanksgiving; Let us sing and shout in triumph to him.  3 For Jehovah is a great God, A great King over all other gods.  4 In his hand are the depths of the earth; The mountain peaks belong to him.  5 The sea, which he made, belongs to him, And his hands formed the dry land.  6 Come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before Jehovah our Maker.  7 For he is our God, And we are the people of his pasture, The sheep in his care.* Today if you listen to his voice,  8 Do not harden your heart as at Merʹi·bah,* As in the day of Masʹsah* in the wilderness,  9 When your forefathers tested me; They challenged me, though they had seen my works. 10 For 40 years I felt a loathing toward that generation, and I said: “They are a people who always go astray in their hearts; They have not come to know my ways.” 11 So I swore in my anger: “They will not enter into my rest.”

Or “make music.”
Or “grass.”
Lit., “horn.”
Or “during gray-headedness.”
Lit., “fat.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “cannot totter.”
Or “befits.”
Lit., “planted.”
Or “My soul.”
Lit., “resided in silence.”
Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”
Or “rulers; judges.”
Or “by decree.”
Or “the soul of the righteous one.”
Lit., “And the blood of the innocent they declare guilty (wicked).”
Or “secure height.”
Lit., “will silence.”
Lit., “will silence.”
Lit., “before his face.”
Lit., “of his hand.”
Meaning “Quarreling.”
Meaning “Testing; Trial.”


^ (Ps. 92:1) It is good to give thanks to Jehovah And to sing praises* to your name, O Most High,

Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 92:4) For you have made me rejoice, O Jehovah, because of your deeds; Because of the works of your hands I shout joyfully.



^ (Ps. 92:5) How great your works are, O Jehovah! How very deep your thoughts are!



^ (Ps. 92:12-15) But the righteous will flourish like a palm tree And grow big like a cedar in Lebʹa·non. 13 They are planted in the house of Jehovah; They flourish in the courtyards of our God. 14 Even in old age* they will still be thriving; They will remain vigorous* and fresh, 15 Declaring that Jehovah is upright. He is my Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

Or “during gray-headedness.”
Lit., “fat.”


^ (Ps. 92:5) How great your works are, O Jehovah! How very deep your thoughts are!



^ (Ps. 94:1-23) O God of vengeance, Jehovah, O God of vengeance, shine forth!  2 Rise up, O Judge of the earth. Repay to the haughty what they deserve.  3 How long will the wicked, O Jehovah, How long will the wicked continue to exult?  4 They babble and speak arrogantly; All the wrongdoers brag about themselves.  5 They crush your people, O Jehovah, And oppress your inheritance.  6 They kill the widow and the foreign resident, And they murder the fatherless children.  7 They say: “Jah does not see; The God of Jacob does not take notice of it.”  8 Understand this, you who are unreasoning; You foolish ones, when will you ever show insight?  9 The One who made* the ear, can he not hear? The One who formed the eye, can he not see? 10 The One correcting the nations, can he not reprove? He is the One who imparts knowledge to people! 11 Jehovah knows the thoughts of men, That they are but a mere breath. 12 Happy is the man whom you correct, O Jah, Whom you teach from your law, 13 To give him tranquility during days of calamity, Until a pit is dug for the wicked. 14 For Jehovah will not forsake his people, Nor will he abandon his inheritance. 15 For judgment will once again be righteous, And all the upright in heart will follow it. 16 Who will rise up for me against the wicked? Who will take a stand for me against the wrongdoers? 17 If Jehovah had not been my helper, I* would soon have perished.* 18 When I said: “My foot is slipping,” Your loyal love, O Jehovah, kept supporting me. 19 When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.* 20 Can a throne* of corruption be allied with you While it is framing trouble in the name of the law?* 21 They make vicious attacks on the righteous one* And condemn the innocent one to death.* 22 But Jehovah will become a secure refuge* for me, My God is my rock of refuge. 23 He will make their wicked deeds come back upon them. He will do away with* them by means of their own evil. Jehovah our God will do away with* them.

Lit., “planted.”
Or “My soul.”
Lit., “resided in silence.”
Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”
Or “rulers; judges.”
Or “by decree.”
Or “the soul of the righteous one.”
Lit., “And the blood of the innocent they declare guilty (wicked).”
Or “secure height.”
Lit., “will silence.”
Lit., “will silence.”


^ (Ps. 13:2) How long will I* have anxious concern, With grief in my heart each day? How long will my enemy triumph over me?

Or “my soul.”


^ (Ps. 139:23) Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts.

Or “disquieting.”


^ (Phil. 4:6) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God;



^ (Ps. 94:17-19) If Jehovah had not been my helper, I* would soon have perished.* 18 When I said: “My foot is slipping,” Your loyal love, O Jehovah, kept supporting me. 19 When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “My soul.”
Lit., “resided in silence.”
Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^ (Titus 2:4) so that they may advise the younger women to love their husbands, to love their children,



^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^ (Prov. 12:25) Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs it down,* But a good word cheers it up.

Or “depresses him.”


^ (Heb. 10:24) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works,

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”







OCTOBER 14-20

PSALMS 96-99



Song 66 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. “Proclaim the Good News”!



(10 min.)



Tell others about the good news (Ps 96:2; w11 3/1 6 ¶1-2)

Teach them about the good news of Judgment Day (Ps 96:12, 13; w12 9/1 16 ¶1)

Let them know of Jehovah’s purpose to fill the earth with people who praise his name (Ps 99:1-3; w12 9/15 12 ¶18-19)





[image: An elderly brother and a man conversing on a park bench.]





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 96:1​—In most occurrences, what is the significance of the expression “new song”? (it-2 994)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 98:1–99:9 (th study 11)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Commitment​—What Jesus Did



(7 min.) Discussion. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss lmd lesson 10 points 1-2.





5. Commitment​—Imitate Jesus



(8 min.) Discussion based on lmd lesson 10 points 3-5 and “See Also.”






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 9

6. Local Needs



(15 min.)





7. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 16 ¶10-18





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 67 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 96:1-99:9) Sing to Jehovah a new song. Sing to Jehovah, all the earth!  2 Sing to Jehovah; praise his name. Proclaim the good news of his salvation day after day.  3 Declare his glory among the nations, His wonderful works among all the peoples.  4 Jehovah is great and most worthy of praise. He is more awe-inspiring than all other gods.  5 All the gods of the peoples are worthless gods, But Jehovah is the one who made the heavens.  6 In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  7 Give Jehovah his due, you families of the peoples, Give Jehovah his due for his glory and strength.  8 Give Jehovah the glory due his name; Bring a gift and come into his courtyards.  9 Bow down to* Jehovah in holy adornment;* Tremble before him, all the earth! 10 Declare among the nations: “Jehovah has become King! The earth* is firmly established, it cannot be moved.* He will judge* the peoples fairly.” 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be joyful; Let the sea thunder and all that fills it; 12 Let the fields and everything in them rejoice. At the same time let all the trees of the forest shout joyfully 13 Before Jehovah, for he is coming,* He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with his faithfulness. 
97 Jehovah has become King! Let the earth be joyful. Let the many islands rejoice.  2 Clouds and thick gloom are all around him; Righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.  3 Fire goes before him And consumes his adversaries on every side.  4 His lightning bolts light up the land; The earth sees it and trembles.  5 The mountains melt like wax before Jehovah, Before the Lord of the whole earth.  6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, And all the peoples see his glory.  7 Let all those serving any carved image be put to shame, Those who boast about their worthless gods. Bow down to* him, all you gods.  8 Zion hears and rejoices; The towns* of Judah are joyful Because of your judgments, O Jehovah.  9 For you, O Jehovah, are the Most High over all the earth; You are exalted far above all other gods. 10 O you who love Jehovah, hate what is bad. He is guarding the lives* of his loyal ones; He rescues them from the hand* of the wicked. 11 Light has flashed up for the righteous And rejoicing for those upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in Jehovah, you righteous ones, And give thanks to his holy name.* 
A melody. 98 Sing to Jehovah a new song, For he has done wonderful things. His right hand, his holy arm, has brought about salvation.*  2 Jehovah has made known his salvation; He has revealed his righteousness before the nations.  3 He has remembered his loyal love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God.*  4 Shout in triumph to Jehovah, all the earth. Be cheerful and shout joyfully and sing praises.*  5 Sing praises* to Jehovah with the harp, With the harp and the melodious song.  6 With the trumpets and the sound of the horn, Shout in triumph before the King, Jehovah.  7 Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, The earth* and those dwelling in it.  8 Let the rivers clap their hands; Let the mountains shout joyfully together  9 Before Jehovah, for he is coming* to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with fairness. 
99 Jehovah has become King. Let the peoples tremble. He sits enthroned above* the cherubs. Let the earth shake.  2 Jehovah is great in Zion, And he is high over all the peoples.  3 Let them praise your great name, For it is awe-inspiring and holy.  4 He is a mighty king who loves justice. You have firmly established what is upright. You have brought about justice and righteousness in Jacob.  5 Exalt Jehovah our God and bow down* at his footstool; He is holy.  6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, And Samuel was among those calling on his name. They would call to Jehovah, And he would answer them.  7 He would speak to them from the pillar of cloud. They kept his reminders and the decree that he gave to them.  8 O Jehovah our God, you answered them. You were a God who pardoned them, But you punished* them for their sinful deeds.  9 Exalt Jehovah our God And bow down* before his holy mountain, For Jehovah our God is holy.

Or “dignity.”
Or “Worship.”
Or possibly, “because of the splendor of his holiness.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “cannot totter.”
Or “plead the cause of.”
Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”
Or “Worship.”
Lit., “daughters.”
Or “souls.”
Or “power.”
Lit., “memorial.”
Or “has won him victory.”
Or “the victory of our God.”
Or “make music.”
Or “Make music.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “worship.”
Lit., “executed vengeance against.”
Or “worship.”


^ (Ps. 96:2) Sing to Jehovah; praise his name. Proclaim the good news of his salvation day after day.



^ (Ps. 96:12, 13) Let the fields and everything in them rejoice. At the same time let all the trees of the forest shout joyfully 13 Before Jehovah, for he is coming,* He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with his faithfulness.

Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”


^ (Ps. 99:1-3) Jehovah has become King. Let the peoples tremble. He sits enthroned above* the cherubs. Let the earth shake.  2 Jehovah is great in Zion, And he is high over all the peoples.  3 Let them praise your great name, For it is awe-inspiring and holy.

Or possibly, “between.”


^ (Ps. 96:1) Sing to Jehovah a new song. Sing to Jehovah, all the earth!



^ (Pss. 98:1-99:9) Sing to Jehovah a new song, For he has done wonderful things. His right hand, his holy arm, has brought about salvation.*  2 Jehovah has made known his salvation; He has revealed his righteousness before the nations.  3 He has remembered his loyal love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation by our God.*  4 Shout in triumph to Jehovah, all the earth. Be cheerful and shout joyfully and sing praises.*  5 Sing praises* to Jehovah with the harp, With the harp and the melodious song.  6 With the trumpets and the sound of the horn, Shout in triumph before the King, Jehovah.  7 Let the sea thunder and all that fills it, The earth* and those dwelling in it.  8 Let the rivers clap their hands; Let the mountains shout joyfully together  9 Before Jehovah, for he is coming* to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with fairness. 
99 Jehovah has become King. Let the peoples tremble. He sits enthroned above* the cherubs. Let the earth shake.  2 Jehovah is great in Zion, And he is high over all the peoples.  3 Let them praise your great name, For it is awe-inspiring and holy.  4 He is a mighty king who loves justice. You have firmly established what is upright. You have brought about justice and righteousness in Jacob.  5 Exalt Jehovah our God and bow down* at his footstool; He is holy.  6 Moses and Aaron were among his priests, And Samuel was among those calling on his name. They would call to Jehovah, And he would answer them.  7 He would speak to them from the pillar of cloud. They kept his reminders and the decree that he gave to them.  8 O Jehovah our God, you answered them. You were a God who pardoned them, But you punished* them for their sinful deeds.  9 Exalt Jehovah our God And bow down* before his holy mountain, For Jehovah our God is holy.

Or “has won him victory.”
Or “the victory of our God.”
Or “make music.”
Or “Make music.”
Or “productive land.”
Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”
Or possibly, “between.”
Or “worship.”
Lit., “executed vengeance against.”
Or “worship.”







OCTOBER 21-27

PSALMS 100-102



Song 37 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Respond to Jehovah’s Loyal Love



(10 min.)



Cultivate a strong love for Jehovah (Ps 100:5; w23.03 12 ¶18-19)

Avoid things that could jeopardize your friendship with Jehovah (Ps 101:2, 3; w23.02 17 ¶10)

Reject those who slander Jehovah and his organization (Ps 101:5; w11 7/15 16 ¶7-8)





[image: A brother looking at his cell phone. He is surrounded by social media posts, including a podcast, a news report, photographs, messages, and various icons and emojis.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘Could the way that I use social media cause me to jeopardize my relationship with Jehovah?’





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 102:6​—Why does the psalmist compare himself to a pelican? (it-2 596)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 102:1-28 (th study 12)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. (lmd lesson 2 point 3)





5. Following Up



(5 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 9 point 4)





6. Explaining Your Beliefs



(4 min.) Demonstration. ijwbq 129​—Theme: Has the Bible Been Changed or Tampered With? (th study 8)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 137

7. ‘I Cling to You; You Hold On to Me’



(15 min.)



Discussion. Play the VIDEO. Then ask the audience:

	  How did Anna show loyal love?


Your answer





	  How can we imitate her example?


Your answer









8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 17 ¶1-7





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 96 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 100:0-102:28) A melody of thanksgiving. 100 Shout in triumph to Jehovah, all the earth.  2 Serve Jehovah with rejoicing. Come into his presence with joyful shouting.  3 Know* that Jehovah is God. He is the one who made us, and we belong to him.* We are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  4 Come into his gates with thanksgiving, Into his courtyards with praise. Give thanks to him; praise his name.  5 For Jehovah is good; His loyal love endures forever, And his faithfulness through all generations. 
Of David. A melody. 101 I will sing about loyal love and justice. To you, O Jehovah, I will sing praises.*  2 I will act with discretion and blamelessness.* When will you come to me? I will walk with integrity of heart inside my house.  3 I will not set anything worthless* before my eyes. I hate the deeds of those who deviate from what is right; I will have nothing to do with them.*  4 A crooked heart is far from me; I will not accept* what is bad.  5 Anyone slandering his neighbor in secret, I will silence.* Anyone with haughty eyes and an arrogant heart, I will not tolerate.  6 I will look to the faithful ones of the earth, So that they may dwell with me. The one walking in blamelessness* will minister to me.  7 No deceitful person will dwell in my house, And no liar will stand in my presence.*  8 Every morning I will silence* all the wicked of the earth, To cut off all wrongdoers from the city of Jehovah. 
A prayer of the oppressed one when he is in despair* and pours out his concern before Jehovah. 102 O Jehovah, hear my prayer; Let my cry for help reach you.  2 Do not hide your face from me in my time of distress. Incline your ear* to me; Do answer me quickly when I call.  3 For my days are vanishing like smoke, And my bones are charred like a fireplace.  4 My heart has been struck down like grass and has withered, For I forget to eat my food.  5 Because of my loud groaning, My bones cling to my flesh.  6 I resemble the pelican of the wilderness; I am like a little owl among the ruins.  7 I lie awake;* I am like a solitary bird on a roof.  8 All day long my enemies taunt me. Those who mock me* use my name as a curse.  9 For I eat ashes as my bread, And my drink is mingled with tears, 10 Because of your anger and your indignation, For you lifted me up only to cast me aside. 11 My days are like a fading shadow,* And I am withering like grass. 12 But you remain forever, O Jehovah, And your fame* will endure for all generations. 13 Surely you will rise up and show mercy on Zion, For it is time to show her your favor; The appointed time has come. 14 For your servants find pleasure in her stones And have affection even for her dust. 15 The nations will fear the name of Jehovah, And all the kings of the earth your glory. 16 For Jehovah will rebuild Zion; He will appear in his glory. 17 He will pay attention to the prayer of the destitute; He will not despise their prayer. 18 This is written for the future generation, So that a people yet to be brought forth* will praise Jah. 19 For he looks down from his holy height, From the heavens Jehovah views the earth, 20 To hear the sighing of the prisoner, To release those sentenced to death, 21 So that the name of Jehovah will be declared in Zion And his praise in Jerusalem, 22 When the peoples and kingdoms Gather together to serve Jehovah. 23 He prematurely robbed me of my strength; He cut short my days. 24 I said: “O my God, Do not do away with me in the middle of my life, You whose years span all generations. 25 Long ago you laid the foundations of the earth, And the heavens are the work of your hands. 26 They will perish, but you will remain; Just like a garment they will all wear out. Just like clothing you will replace them, and they will pass away. 27 But you are the same, and your years will never end. 28 The children of your servants will dwell securely, And their offspring will be firmly established before you.”

Or “Acknowledge.”
Or possibly, “and not we ourselves.”
Or “make music.”
Or “integrity.”
Or “good-for-nothing.”
Or “Their deeds do not cling to me.”
Lit., “know.”
Or “do away with.”
Or “in integrity.”
Lit., “in front of my eyes.”
Or “do away with.”
Or “he grows weak.”
Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or possibly, “I am emaciated.”
Or “make a fool of me.”
Or “a lengthening shadow.”
Or “name.” Lit., “memorial.”
Lit., “be created.”


^ (Ps. 100:5) For Jehovah is good; His loyal love endures forever, And his faithfulness through all generations.



^ (Ps. 101:2, 3) I will act with discretion and blamelessness.* When will you come to me? I will walk with integrity of heart inside my house.  3 I will not set anything worthless* before my eyes. I hate the deeds of those who deviate from what is right; I will have nothing to do with them.*

Or “integrity.”
Or “good-for-nothing.”
Or “Their deeds do not cling to me.”


^ (Ps. 101:5) Anyone slandering his neighbor in secret, I will silence.* Anyone with haughty eyes and an arrogant heart, I will not tolerate.

Or “do away with.”


^ (Ps. 102:6) I resemble the pelican of the wilderness; I am like a little owl among the ruins.



^ (Ps. 102:1-28) O Jehovah, hear my prayer; Let my cry for help reach you.  2 Do not hide your face from me in my time of distress. Incline your ear* to me; Do answer me quickly when I call.  3 For my days are vanishing like smoke, And my bones are charred like a fireplace.  4 My heart has been struck down like grass and has withered, For I forget to eat my food.  5 Because of my loud groaning, My bones cling to my flesh.  6 I resemble the pelican of the wilderness; I am like a little owl among the ruins.  7 I lie awake;* I am like a solitary bird on a roof.  8 All day long my enemies taunt me. Those who mock me* use my name as a curse.  9 For I eat ashes as my bread, And my drink is mingled with tears, 10 Because of your anger and your indignation, For you lifted me up only to cast me aside. 11 My days are like a fading shadow,* And I am withering like grass. 12 But you remain forever, O Jehovah, And your fame* will endure for all generations. 13 Surely you will rise up and show mercy on Zion, For it is time to show her your favor; The appointed time has come. 14 For your servants find pleasure in her stones And have affection even for her dust. 15 The nations will fear the name of Jehovah, And all the kings of the earth your glory. 16 For Jehovah will rebuild Zion; He will appear in his glory. 17 He will pay attention to the prayer of the destitute; He will not despise their prayer. 18 This is written for the future generation, So that a people yet to be brought forth* will praise Jah. 19 For he looks down from his holy height, From the heavens Jehovah views the earth, 20 To hear the sighing of the prisoner, To release those sentenced to death, 21 So that the name of Jehovah will be declared in Zion And his praise in Jerusalem, 22 When the peoples and kingdoms Gather together to serve Jehovah. 23 He prematurely robbed me of my strength; He cut short my days. 24 I said: “O my God, Do not do away with me in the middle of my life, You whose years span all generations. 25 Long ago you laid the foundations of the earth, And the heavens are the work of your hands. 26 They will perish, but you will remain; Just like a garment they will all wear out. Just like clothing you will replace them, and they will pass away. 27 But you are the same, and your years will never end. 28 The children of your servants will dwell securely, And their offspring will be firmly established before you.”

Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or possibly, “I am emaciated.”
Or “make a fool of me.”
Or “a lengthening shadow.”
Or “name.” Lit., “memorial.”
Lit., “be created.”







OCTOBER 28–NOVEMBER 3

PSALMS 103-104



Song 30 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. He Remembers “That We Are Dust”



(10 min.)



Jehovah’s compassion moves him to be reasonable (Ps 103:8; w23.07 21 ¶5)

He does not give up on us when we make mistakes (Ps 103:9, 10; w23.09 6-7 ¶16-18)

He does not expect more of us than we can give (Ps 103:14; w23.05 26 ¶2)





[image: A husband listening attentively as his wife shares her feelings with him.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘Do I treat my mate in a manner that reflects Jehovah’s reasonableness?’





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 104:24​—What does this verse teach us about Jehovah’s creativity? (cl 55 ¶18)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 104:1-24 (th study 11)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) PUBLIC WITNESSING. (lmd lesson 3 point 4)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Discuss the video Welcome to Your Bible Study with someone who accepted a Bible study. (th study 9)





6. Talk



(5 min.) lmd appendix A point 6​—Theme: A Husband Should “Love His Wife as He Does Himself.” (th study 1)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 44

7. Do You Know Your Limitations?



(15 min.) Discussion.



Giving Jehovah our best makes him happy, and it brings us joy as well. (Ps 73:28) However, trying to do our best without considering our limitations can cause needless anxiety and disappointment.





[image: The young sister featured in the video “We Can Do More With Reasonable Expectations.”]




Play the VIDEO DRAMATIZATION We Can Do More With Reasonable Expectations. Then ask the audience:

	  What does Jehovah expect of us? (Mic 6:8)


Your answer







[image: A scene from the video “We Can Do More With Reasonable Expectations.” The young sister, along with her friend, encourages a Bible student at a café.]



	  What helped the young sister to be less anxious about reaching her goal?


Your answer









HOW CAN WE DETERMINE OUR LIMITATIONS?

	  Avoid the tendency to compare. (Ga 6:4) Do not let what others do dictate what you do or think you can do. You may be able to do more or less than a person of a similar age or in a similar family situation



	  Do not let your comfort zone define your limits. (Ro 12:1; 1Co 7:31) Do not be afraid to try a form of service that, at first, may seem beyond your reach or that you think you would not enjoy.​—Mal 3:10



	  Test your limits by setting short-term goals. For example, is regular pioneering within your reach? For a few months, why not try increasing the time you spend in the ministry or try auxiliary pioneering? Could you try regular pioneering for one year? Even if you conclude that you cannot become a regular pioneer or do so for more than a year, you will never regret the smaller goals that you were able to achieve.​—Ec 6:9



	  Be willing to adapt. Our circumstances change, and so do our limitations. So, reassess your goals regularly









8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 17 ¶8-12, box on p. 137





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 55 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 103:0-104:35) Of David. 103 Let me* praise Jehovah; Let everything within me praise his holy name.  2 Let me* praise Jehovah; May I never forget all that he has done.  3 He forgives all your errors And heals all your ailments;  4 He reclaims your life from the pit* And crowns you with his loyal love and mercy.  5 He satisfies you with good things all your life, So that your youth is renewed like that of an eagle.  6 Jehovah acts with righteousness and justice For all who are oppressed.  7 He made known his ways to Moses, His deeds to the sons of Israel.  8 Jehovah is merciful and compassionate,* Slow to anger and abundant in loyal love.*  9 He will not always find fault, Nor will he stay resentful forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor has he repaid us what our errors deserve. 11 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So great is his loyal love toward those who fear him. 12 As far off as the sunrise is from the sunset, So far off from us he has put our transgressions. 13 As a father shows mercy to his sons, Jehovah has shown mercy to those who fear him. 14 For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust. 15 As for mortal man, his days are like those of grass; He blooms like a blossom of the field. 16 But when a wind blows, it is no more, As though it was never there.* 17 But the loyal love of Jehovah is for all eternity* Toward those who fear him, And his righteousness toward their children’s children, 18 Toward those who keep his covenant And those who are careful to observe his orders. 19 Jehovah has firmly established his throne in the heavens; And his kingship rules over everything. 20 Praise Jehovah, all you his angels, mighty in power, Who carry out his word, obeying his voice.* 21 Praise Jehovah, all his armies, His ministers who do his will. 22 Praise Jehovah, all his works, In all the places where he rules.* Let my whole being* praise Jehovah. 
104 Let me* praise Jehovah. O Jehovah my God, you are very great. With majesty* and splendor you are clothed.  2 You are wrapped in light as with a garment; You stretch out the heavens like a tent cloth.  3 He lays beams of his upper rooms in the waters above,* Making the clouds his chariot, Moving on the wings of the wind.  4 He makes his angels spirits, His ministers a consuming fire.  5 He has established the earth on its foundations; It will not be moved from its place* forever and ever.  6 You covered it with deep waters as with a garment. The waters stood above the mountains.  7 At your rebuke they fled; At the sound of your thunder they ran away in panic  8 —Mountains ascended and valleys descended— To the place you established for them.  9 You set a boundary that they should not pass, That they should never again cover the earth. 10 He sends springs into the valleys;* Between the mountains they flow. 11 They provide water for all the wild beasts of the field; The wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 Above them roost the birds of the sky; They sing among the thick foliage. 13 He is watering the mountains from his upper rooms. With the fruitage of your works the earth is satisfied. 14 He is making grass grow for the cattle And vegetation for mankind’s use, To grow food from the land 15 And wine that makes man’s heart rejoice, Oil that makes the face shine, And bread that sustains the heart of mortal man. 16 The trees of Jehovah are satisfied, The cedars of Lebʹa·non that he planted, 17 Where the birds make nests. The home of the stork is in the juniper trees. 18 The high mountains are for the mountain goats; The crags are a refuge for the rock badgers. 19 He has made the moon to mark the appointed times; The sun well knows when to set. 20 You bring darkness, and night falls, When all the wild animals of the forest roam about. 21 The young lions* roar for their prey And seek their food from God. 22 When the sun rises, They withdraw and lie down in their dens. 23 Man goes to his work, And he labors until evening. 24 How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made. 25 There is the sea, so great and wide, Teeming with countless living things, both small and great. 26 There the ships travel, And Le·viʹa·than,* which you formed to play in it. 27 All of them wait for you To give them their food in its season. 28 What you give them, they gather. When you open your hand, they are satisfied with good things. 29 When you hide your face, they are disturbed. If you take away their spirit, they die and return to the dust. 30 If you send out your spirit, they are created, And you renew the surface of the ground. 31 The glory of Jehovah will last forever. Jehovah will rejoice in his works. 32 He looks at the earth, and it trembles; He touches the mountains, and they smoke. 33 I will sing to Jehovah throughout my life; I will sing praises* to my God as long as I live. 34 Let my thoughts be pleasing to him.* I will rejoice in Jehovah. 35 The sinners will vanish from the earth, And the wicked will no longer exist. Let me* praise Jehovah. Praise Jah!*

Or “my soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “grave.”
Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Lit., “And its place no longer knows it.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”
Lit., “hearing the voice (sound) of his word.”
Or “the places of his sovereignty.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “dignity.”
Lit., “in the waters.”
Or “will not totter.”
Or “wadis.”
Or “maned young lions.”
See Glossary.
Or “make music.”
Or possibly, “Let my meditation about him be pleasurable.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Ps. 103:8) Jehovah is merciful and compassionate,* Slow to anger and abundant in loyal love.*

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”


^ (Ps. 103:9, 10) He will not always find fault, Nor will he stay resentful forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor has he repaid us what our errors deserve.



^ (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^ (Ps. 104:24) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.



^ (Ps. 104:1-24) Let me* praise Jehovah. O Jehovah my God, you are very great. With majesty* and splendor you are clothed.  2 You are wrapped in light as with a garment; You stretch out the heavens like a tent cloth.  3 He lays beams of his upper rooms in the waters above,* Making the clouds his chariot, Moving on the wings of the wind.  4 He makes his angels spirits, His ministers a consuming fire.  5 He has established the earth on its foundations; It will not be moved from its place* forever and ever.  6 You covered it with deep waters as with a garment. The waters stood above the mountains.  7 At your rebuke they fled; At the sound of your thunder they ran away in panic  8 —Mountains ascended and valleys descended— To the place you established for them.  9 You set a boundary that they should not pass, That they should never again cover the earth. 10 He sends springs into the valleys;* Between the mountains they flow. 11 They provide water for all the wild beasts of the field; The wild donkeys quench their thirst. 12 Above them roost the birds of the sky; They sing among the thick foliage. 13 He is watering the mountains from his upper rooms. With the fruitage of your works the earth is satisfied. 14 He is making grass grow for the cattle And vegetation for mankind’s use, To grow food from the land 15 And wine that makes man’s heart rejoice, Oil that makes the face shine, And bread that sustains the heart of mortal man. 16 The trees of Jehovah are satisfied, The cedars of Lebʹa·non that he planted, 17 Where the birds make nests. The home of the stork is in the juniper trees. 18 The high mountains are for the mountain goats; The crags are a refuge for the rock badgers. 19 He has made the moon to mark the appointed times; The sun well knows when to set. 20 You bring darkness, and night falls, When all the wild animals of the forest roam about. 21 The young lions* roar for their prey And seek their food from God. 22 When the sun rises, They withdraw and lie down in their dens. 23 Man goes to his work, And he labors until evening. 24 How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.

Or “my soul.”
Or “dignity.”
Lit., “in the waters.”
Or “will not totter.”
Or “wadis.”
Or “maned young lions.”


^ (Ps. 73:28) But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.



^ (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”


^ (Gal. 6:4) But let each one examine his own actions, and then he will have cause for rejoicing in regard to himself alone, and not in comparison with the other person.



^ (Rom. 12:1) Therefore, I appeal to you by the compassions of God, brothers, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, a sacred service with your power of reason.



^ (1 Cor. 7:31) and those making use of the world as those not using it to the full; for the scene of this world is changing.



^ (Mal. 3:10) Bring the entire tithe* into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house; and test me out, please, in this regard,” Jehovah of armies says, “to see whether I will not open to you the floodgates of the heavens and pour out* on you a blessing until there is nothing lacking.”

Or “all the tenth parts.”
Lit., “empty out.”


^ (Eccl. 6:9) Better to enjoy what the eyes see than to wander after one’s desires.* This too is futility, a chasing after the wind.

Or “than the walking about of the soul.”






1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16






^ ***sjj song 29 Living Up to Our Name***


SONG 29

Living Up to Our Name


(Isaiah 43:10-12)


	1. Glorious Jehovah, almighty, eternal,

Perfect in justice, in power, in love.

Source of all truth and of infinite wisdom,

You rule as Sov’reign in heaven above.

We as your people delight in your service;

Your Kingdom truth we delight to proclaim.

(CHORUS)

Being your Witnesses, great is our priv’lege.

Oh, may we ever live up to our name!





	2. Working together in your sacred service

Binds us as brothers in love and in peace.

Teaching the truth and reflecting your glory

Fill us with joy as your praises increase.

Known by your name, O Jehovah, our Father,

We have the honor to add to your fame.

(CHORUS)

Being your Witnesses, great is our priv’lege.

Oh, may we ever live up to our name!









(See also Deut. 32:4; Ps. 43:3; Dan. 2:20, 21.)





^ (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Ps. 43:3) Send out your light and your truth. May these lead me; May they guide me to your holy mountain and to your grand tabernacle.



^ (Dan. 2:20, 21) Daniel declared: “Let the name of God be praised for all eternity,* For wisdom and mightiness are his alone. 21 He changes times and seasons, Removes kings and sets up kings, Gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those with discernment.

Or “from eternity to eternity.”








^ ***w17 February p. 9 The Ransom—A “Perfect Present” From the Father***


 5. How can we share in sanctifying God’s name?

5 How can we show that we love Jehovah’s name? By our conduct. Jehovah requires that we be holy. (Read 1 Peter 1:15, 16.) This means that we worship only Jehovah and that we obey him with our whole heart. Even when we are persecuted, we do our best to live according to his righteous principles and laws. By performing righteous deeds, we let our light shine and thus bring glory to Jehovah’s name. (Matt. 5:14-16) As holy people, we prove by the way we live our lives that Jehovah’s laws are good and that Satan’s accusations are false. When we make mistakes, as we all do, we genuinely repent and turn away from practices that dishonor Jehovah.​—Ps. 79:9.





^  (1 Pet. 1:15, 16) but like the Holy One who called you, become holy yourselves in all your conduct, 16 for it is written: “You must be holy, because I am holy.”



^  (Matt. 5:14-16) “You are the light of the world. A city cannot be hid when located on a mountain. 15 People light a lamp and set it, not under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it shines on all those in the house. 16 Likewise, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your fine works and give glory to your Father who is in the heavens.



^  (Ps. 79:9) Help us, O God of our salvation, For the sake of your glorious name; Rescue us and forgive* our sins for the sake of your name.

Lit., “cover.”








^ ***ijwbv article 3 Romans 10:13—“Call Upon the Name of the Lord”***


In the Bible, the expression “call on the name of Jehovah” means more than just knowing God’s name and using it in worship. (Psalm 116:12-14) It includes trusting God and looking to him for help.—Psalm 20:7; 99:6.

God’s name was important to Jesus Christ. The very first words in his model prayer were: “Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified,” or made holy. (Matthew 6:9) Jesus also showed that we must come to know, obey, and love the Person behind that name if we are to gain everlasting life.—John 17:3, 6, 26.





^  (Ps. 116:12-14) With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me? 13 I will take up the cup of salvation,* And I will call on the name of Jehovah. 14 I will pay my vows to Jehovah In the presence of all his people.

Or “grand salvation.”


^  (Ps. 20:7) Some rely on chariots and others on horses, But we call on the name of Jehovah our God.



^  (Ps. 99:6) Moses and Aaron were among his priests, And Samuel was among those calling on his name. They would call to Jehovah, And he would answer them.



^  (Matt. 6:9) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified.



^  (John 17:3) This means everlasting life, their coming to know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ.



^  (John 17:6) “I have made your name manifest* to the men whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have observed your word.

Or “known.”


^  (John 17:26) I have made your name known to them and will make it known, so that the love with which you loved me may be in them and I in union with them.”









^ ***it-2 p. 111 Joseph***

The Name Joseph Given Prominence. In view of Joseph’s prominent position among the sons of Jacob, it was most appropriate that his name was sometimes used to designate all the tribes of Israel (Ps 80:1) or those that came to be included in the northern kingdom. (Ps 78:67; Am 5:6, 15; 6:6) His name also figures in Bible prophecy. In Ezekiel’s prophetic vision, the inheritance of Joseph is a double portion (Eze 47:13), one of the gates of the city “Jehovah Himself Is There” bears the name Joseph (Eze 48:32, 35), and with reference to the reunifying of Jehovah’s people, Joseph is spoken of as chief of the one part of the nation and Judah as chief of the other part. (Eze 37:15-26) Obadiah’s prophecy indicated that “the house of Joseph” would share in the destruction of “the house of Esau” (Ob 18), and that of Zechariah pointed to Jehovah’s saving “the house of Joseph.” (Zec 10:6) Rather than Ephraim, Joseph appears as one of the tribes of spiritual Israel.​—Re 7:8.

The fact that Joseph is listed at Revelation 7:8 suggests that Jacob’s deathbed prophecy would have an application to spiritual Israel. It is noteworthy, therefore, that the Powerful One of Jacob, Jehovah God, provided Christ Jesus as the Fine Shepherd who laid down his life for “the sheep.” (Joh 10:11-16) Christ Jesus is also the foundation cornerstone upon which God’s temple composed of spiritual Israelites rests. (Eph 2:20-22; 1Pe 2:4-6) And this Shepherd and Stone is with the Almighty God.​—Joh 1:1-3; Ac 7:56; Heb 10:12; compare Ge 49:24, 25.



^ (Ps. 80:1) O Shepherd of Israel, listen, You who are guiding Joseph just like a flock. You who sit enthroned above* the cherubs, Shine forth.*

Or possibly, “between.”
Or “Reveal your radiance.”


^ (Ps. 78:67) He rejected the tent of Joseph; He did not choose the tribe of Eʹphra·im.



^ (Amos 5:6) Search for Jehovah, and keep living, So that he does not burst out like a fire on the house of Joseph, Consuming Bethʹel, with no one to extinguish it.



^ (Amos 5:15) Hate what is bad, and love what is good, Let justice prevail in the city gate. It may be that Jehovah the God of armies Will show favor to the remaining ones of Joseph.’



^ (Amos 6:6) They drink wine by the bowlful And anoint themselves with the choicest oils. But they are unconcerned about* the catastrophe of Joseph.

Lit., “did not become sick at.”


^ (Ezek. 47:13) This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “This is the territory that you will assign as the land inheritance of the 12 tribes of Israel, and Joseph will have two portions.



^ (Ezek. 48:32) “The eastern side will be 4,500 cubits long, and there are three gates: one gate for Joseph, one gate for Benjamin, and one gate for Dan.



^ (Ezek. 48:35) “The perimeter will be 18,000 cubits. And the name of the city from that day on will be Jehovah Is There.”



^ (Ezek. 37:15-26) The word of Jehovah again came to me, saying: 16 “And you, son of man, take a stick and write on it, ‘For Judah and for the people of Israel who are with him.’* Then take another stick and write on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of Eʹphra·im, and all the house of Israel who are with him.’* 17 Then bring them close to each other so that they become just one stick in your hand. 18 When your people* say to you, ‘Will you not tell us what these things mean?’ 19 tell them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I will take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of Eʹphra·im, and the tribes of Israel who are with him, and I will join them to the stick of Judah; and I will make them one stick, and they will become one in my hand.”’ 20 The sticks that you write on should be in your hand for them to see. 21 “Then tell them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “I will take the Israelites from among the nations where they have gone, and I will collect them together from every direction and bring them to their land. 22 I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel, and one king will rule over all of them, and they will no longer be two nations; nor will they be divided any longer into two kingdoms. 23 They will no longer defile themselves with their disgusting idols* and their detestable practices and all their transgressions. I will save them from all their unfaithfulness by which they have sinned, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I myself will be their God. 24 “‘“My servant David will be their king, and they will all have one shepherd. They will walk in my judicial decisions and carefully observe my statutes. 25 They will dwell on the land that I gave to my servant, to Jacob, where your forefathers lived, and they will dwell on it forever, they and their children* and their children’s children; and David my servant will be their chieftain* forever. 26 “‘“And I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an eternal covenant with them. I will establish them and make them many and place my sanctuary among them forever.

Or “who are his partners.”
Or “who are his partners.”
Lit., “the sons of your people.”
The Hebrew term may be related to a word for “dung” and is used as an expression of contempt.
Lit., “sons.”
Or “prince.”


^ (Obad. 18) The house of Jacob will become a fire, The house of Joseph a flame, And the house of Eʹsau like stubble; They will set them ablaze and consume them, And there will be no survivor of the house of Eʹsau, For Jehovah himself has spoken.



^ (Zech. 10:6) I will make the house of Judah superior, And the house of Joseph I will save. I will restore them, For I will show them mercy; And they will be as though I had never cast them off; For I am Jehovah their God, and I will answer them.



^ (Rev. 7:8) out of the tribe of Zebʹu·lun 12,000; out of the tribe of Joseph 12,000; out of the tribe of Benjamin 12,000 sealed.



^ (Rev. 7:8) out of the tribe of Zebʹu·lun 12,000; out of the tribe of Joseph 12,000; out of the tribe of Benjamin 12,000 sealed.



^ (John 10:11-16) I am the fine shepherd; the fine shepherd surrenders his life in behalf of the sheep. 12 The hired man, who is not a shepherd and to whom the sheep do not belong, sees the wolf coming and abandons the sheep and flees—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them— 13 because he is a hired man and does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the fine shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I surrender my life in behalf of the sheep. 16 “And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those too I must bring in, and they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock, one shepherd.



^ (Eph. 2:20-22) and you have been built up on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, while Christ Jesus himself is the foundation cornerstone. 21 In union with him the whole building, being harmoniously joined together, is growing into a holy temple for Jehovah. 22 In union with him you too are being built up together into a place for God to inhabit by spirit.



^ (1 Pet. 2:4-6) As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but chosen, precious to God, 5 you yourselves as living stones are being built up into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, in order to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it says in Scripture: “Look! I am laying in Zion a chosen stone, a precious foundation cornerstone, and no one exercising faith in it will ever be disappointed.”*

Lit., “put to shame.”


^ (John 1:1-3) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was a god. 2 This one was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into existence through him, and apart from him not even one thing came into existence. What has come into existence



^ (Acts 7:56) and he said: “Look! I see the heavens opened up and the Son of man standing at God’s right hand.”



^ (Heb. 10:12) But this man offered one sacrifice for sins for all time and sat down at the right hand of God,



^ (Gen. 49:24, 25) And yet his bow remained in place, and his hands stayed strong and agile. This was from the hands of the powerful one of Jacob, from the shepherd, the stone of Israel. 25 He* is from the God of your father, and he will help you, and he is with the Almighty, and he will bless you with the blessings of the heavens above, with the blessings of the deep below, with the blessings of the breasts and womb.

That is, Joseph.








^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***lmd lesson 4 point 4***


4. Make clear that the Bible is the source of the truths you share. God’s Word contains thoughts that touch people’s hearts. When we use it, we are building their faith on the right foundation.








^ ***lmd lesson 4 point 3***


3. Do not be condescending. Avoid giving the impression that you know everything and that the other person knows nothing. Speak with him in a respectful way.








^ ***lmd lesson 3 point 3-point 3b***


3. Empathize with the person. Try to imagine how he feels.

	               Ask yourself: ‘What may he be concerned about? What might he find helpful and appealing?’ Doing so will help you to show kindness in a natural and sincere manner.



	               Show that you care about what matters to a person by listening. If he tells you how he feels about something or mentions a problem he is facing, do not change the subject.












^ ***lmd lesson 8 point 3***


3. Try a different approach. If the person does not immediately agree to a Bible study, do not pressure him. When appropriate, use videos or articles to help him understand what happens on a Bible study and how he would benefit.








^ ***sjj song 10 Praise Jehovah Our God!***


SONG 10

Praise Jehovah Our God!


(Psalm 145:12)


	1. Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!

Make his glorious name known to all!

Sound alarm, For his day is near,

Help all people hear his warning call.

Jehovah decreed that now is the time

For his Firstborn to rule as King.

Reach out to all people, tell them the news,

Tell what blessings our God will bring!

(CHORUS)

Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!

Make his greatness known in all the earth!





	2. Praise our God! Sing it loud and clear!

With a joyful song, laud his name!

From the heart, From a grateful heart,

All his glory boldly we proclaim.

Though grand is our God and great are his works,

He is humble and good to all.

Our merciful Father knows what we need;

He responds when he hears our call.

(CHORUS)

Praise our God! Praise Jehovah God!

Make his greatness known in all the earth!









(See also Ps. 89:27; 105:1; Jer. 33:11.)





^ (Ps. 145:12) To make known to men your mighty acts And the glorious splendor of your kingship.



^ (Ps. 89:27) And I will place him as firstborn, The highest of the kings of the earth.



^ (Ps. 105:1) Give thanks to Jehovah, call on his name, Make his deeds known among the peoples!



^ (Jer. 33:11) the sound of exultation and the sound of rejoicing, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the voice of those saying: “Give thanks to Jehovah of armies, for Jehovah is good; his loyal love endures forever!”’ “‘They will bring thanksgiving offerings into the house of Jehovah, for I will bring back the captives of the land, as at the start,’ says Jehovah.”









^ ***bt pp. 117-119 “Strengthening the Congregations”***


1-3. (a) Who is Paul’s new traveling companion, and what is he like? (b) What will we learn in this chapter?

AS THEY make their way across the rugged terrain between towns, the apostle Paul looks thoughtfully at the young man walking beside him. His name is Timothy. Youthful and full of vigor, Timothy is perhaps in his late teens or early 20’s. Each step of this new journey takes him farther from his home. As the day fades, the region of Lystra and Iconium steadily recedes in the distance behind them. What lies ahead? Paul has some idea, for this is his second missionary journey. He knows that there will be hazards and problems aplenty. How will the young man at his side fare?

2 Paul has confidence in Timothy, perhaps more than this humble young man has in himself. Recent events have made Paul more convinced than ever that he needs to have the right traveling companion. Paul knows that the work ahead​—visiting the congregations and strengthening them—​will require unswerving determination and unity of thought on the part of the traveling ministers. Why might Paul feel this way? One factor may be a disagreement that earlier caused a split between Paul and Barnabas.

3 In this chapter, we will learn much about the best way to handle disagreements. We will also learn why Paul chose Timothy as a traveling companion, and we will gain insight into the vital role of those who serve as circuit overseers today.

“Let Us Now Return and Visit the Brothers” (Acts 15:36)

 4. What did Paul intend to do during his second missionary journey?

4 In the preceding chapter, we saw how a delegation of four brothers​—Paul, Barnabas, Judas, and Silas—​built up the congregation at Antioch with the decision of the governing body regarding circumcision. What did Paul do next? He approached Barnabas with a new travel plan, saying: “Let us now return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” (Acts 15:36) Paul was not suggesting a mere social visit to these newly converted Christians. The book of Acts reveals the full purpose of Paul’s second missionary journey. First, he would continue delivering the decrees that had been issued by the governing body. (Acts 16:4) Second, as a traveling overseer, Paul was determined to build up the congregations spiritually, helping them to grow firm in the faith. (Rom. 1:11, 12) How does the modern-day organization of Jehovah’s Witnesses follow the pattern established by the apostles?

 5. How does the modern-day Governing Body impart direction and encouragement to the congregations?

5 Today, Christ uses the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses to direct his congregation. Through letters, publications both online and in print, meetings, and other communication tools, these faithful anointed men impart guidance and encouragement to all the congregations around the world. The Governing Body also seeks to maintain close contact with each congregation. They thus use the traveling-overseer arrangement. The Governing Body has directly appointed thousands of qualified elders around the world to serve as circuit overseers.

6, 7. What are some of the responsibilities of circuit overseers?

6 Modern-day traveling overseers focus on giving personal attention and spiritual encouragement to all in the congregations they visit. How? By following the pattern set by such first-century Christians as Paul. He exhorted his fellow overseer: “Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching. . . . Do the work of an evangelizer.”​—2 Tim. 4:2, 5.

7 In harmony with those words, the circuit overseer​—along with his wife if he is married—​joins the local publishers in various aspects of the field ministry. Such traveling preachers are zealous for the ministry and are skillful teachers​—qualities that have a positive effect on the flock. (Rom. 12:11; 2 Tim. 2:15) Those in the circuit work are best known for their self-sacrificing love. They give freely of themselves, traveling in unfavorable weather and even in dangerous areas. (Phil. 2:3, 4) Circuit overseers also encourage, teach, and admonish each congregation by means of Bible-based talks. All in the congregation benefit by contemplating the conduct of these traveling ministers and imitating their faith.​—Heb. 13:7.





^ (Acts 15:36) After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.”

Or possibly, “by all means.”


^  (Acts 15:36) After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.”

Or possibly, “by all means.”


^  (Acts 16:4) As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem.



^  (Rom. 1:11, 12) For I am longing to see you, that I may impart some spiritual gift to you for you to be made firm; 12 or, rather, that we may have an interchange of encouragement by one another’s faith, both yours and mine.



^  (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^  (2 Tim. 4:5) You, though, keep your senses in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelizer, fully accomplish your ministry.



^  (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”


^  (2 Tim. 2:15) Do your utmost to present yourself approved to God, a workman with nothing to be ashamed of, handling the word of the truth aright.



^  (Phil. 2:3, 4) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you, 4 as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^  (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.









^ ***bt p. 116 “Let Us Now Return and Visit the Brothers”***


SECTION 6 • ACTS 15:36–18:22

“Let Us Now Return and Visit the Brothers”


ACTS 15:36


What important role do circuit overseers have in the Christian congregation? What blessings result when we accept theocratic assignments with a willing spirit? How can we reason effectively from the Scriptures, and why do we need to adapt to our audience? We will learn the answers to these and other questions as we accompany the apostle Paul on his second missionary journey.





^ (Acts 15:36) After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.”

Or possibly, “by all means.”








^ ***sjj song 90 Encourage One Another***


SONG 90

Encourage One Another


(Hebrews 10:24, 25)


	1. As we encourage one another

To serve Jehovah faithfully,

We find the bonds of love are strengthened;

Fine works bring peace and unity.

The love we find among God’s people

Gives each the courage to endure.

Our congregation is a refuge,

A place where we can feel secure.



	2. A word when spoken at the right time

Is, oh, how comforting to hear!

We hear these words of consolation

From friends so faithful and so dear.

How good it is to work together

With those whose hopes and goals we share!

We seek to strengthen one another

And help each one his burden bear.



	3. As we with eyes of faith are seeing

The nearness of Jehovah’s day,

We need our gathering together

To keep us walking in the way.

United with Jehovah’s people,

We hope to serve eternally.

So we encourage one another

To hold to our integrity.







(See also Luke 22:32; Acts 14:21, 22; Gal. 6:2; 1 Thess. 5:14.)





^ (Heb. 10:24, 25) And let us consider* one another so as to incite* to love and fine works, 25 not forsaking our meeting together, as some have the custom, but encouraging one another, and all the more so as you see the day drawing near.

Or “be concerned about; pay attention to.”
Or “motivate; stir up.”


^ (Luke 22:32) But I have made supplication for you that your faith may not give out; and you, once you have returned, strengthen your brothers.”



^ (Acts 14:21, 22) After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.”



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.



^ (1 Thess. 5:14) On the other hand, we urge you, brothers, to warn the disorderly, speak consolingly to those who are depressed, support the weak, be patient toward all.















^ ***sjj song 80 “Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”***


SONG 80

“Taste and See That Jehovah Is Good”


(Psalm 34:8)


	1. Our service to God we cherish;

We value our priv’lege to preach.

We buy out the time and give God our best,

For many we still need to reach.

(CHORUS)

God’s Word invites us: ‘Come taste and see—

See that Jehovah is good.’

Godly devotion brings greatest gain,

We know we’ve done all we could.





	2. For those in the full-time service,

Rich blessings and treasures abound.

By trusting in God to care for our needs,

In all things contentment is found.

(CHORUS)

God’s Word invites us: ‘Come taste and see—

See that Jehovah is good.’

Godly devotion brings greatest gain,

We know we’ve done all we could.









(See also Mark 14:8; Luke 21:2; 1 Tim. 1:12; 6:6.)





^ (Ps. 34:8) Taste and see that Jehovah is good; Happy is the man who takes refuge in him.



^ (Mark 14:8) She did what she could; she poured perfumed oil on my body beforehand, in view of the burial.



^ (Luke 21:2) Then he saw a needy widow drop in two small coins of very little value,



^ (1 Tim. 1:12) I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who imparted power to me, because he considered me faithful by assigning me to a ministry,



^ (1 Tim. 6:6) To be sure, there is great gain in godly devotion along with contentment.









^ ***wp16 No. 6 p. 8 Lessons From the Birds of the Heavens***


Inhabitants of Jerusalem were familiar with swallows, which customarily build their nests under the eaves of buildings. Some made their nests in Solomon’s temple. Likely, swallows that nested in the temple area each year found it a place of safety, where they could rear their young undisturbed.

The composer of Psalm 84​—one of the sons of Korah, who served at the temple for one week every six months—​noticed those nests in the temple area. Longing to be like the swallow that had a permanent home in Jehovah’s house, he exclaimed: “How lovely your grand tabernacle is, O Jehovah of armies! My whole being yearns, yes, I am faint with longing, for the courtyards of Jehovah . . . Even the bird finds a home there and the swallow a nest for herself, where she cares for her young near your grand altar, O Jehovah of armies, my King and my God!” (Psalm 84:1-3) Do we, along with our young ones, show a similar longing and appreciation for regularly being with the congregation of God’s people?​—Psalm 26:8, 12.





^ (Ps. 84:0-12) For the director; upon the Gitʹtith.* Of the sons of Korʹah. A melody. 84 How lovely* your grand tabernacle is, O Jehovah of armies!  2 My whole being* yearns, Yes, I am faint with longing, For the courtyards of Jehovah. My heart and my flesh shout joyfully to the living God.  3 Even the bird finds a home there And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she cares for her young Near your grand altar, O Jehovah of armies, My King and my God!  4 Happy are those dwelling in your house! They continue to praise you. (Selah)  5 Happy are the men who find their strength in you, Whose hearts are set on the highways.  6 When they pass through the Baʹca Valley,* They make it into a place of springs; And the early rain clothes it* with blessings.  7 They will walk on from strength to strength; Each one appears before God in Zion.  8 O Jehovah God of armies, hear my prayer; Listen, O God of Jacob. (Selah)  9 Look, our shield and our God,* Look upon the face of your anointed one. 10 For a day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else! I choose to stand at the threshold of the house of my God Rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 11 For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; He gives favor and glory. Jehovah will not hold back anything good From those walking in integrity. 12 O Jehovah of armies, Happy is the man who trusts in you.

See Glossary.
Or “deeply loved.”
Or “My soul.”
Or “the valley of baca bushes.”
Or possibly, “And the instructor enwraps himself.”
Or possibly, “Look at our shield, O God.”


^ (Ps. 84:1-3) How lovely* your grand tabernacle is, O Jehovah of armies!  2 My whole being* yearns, Yes, I am faint with longing, For the courtyards of Jehovah. My heart and my flesh shout joyfully to the living God.  3 Even the bird finds a home there And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she cares for her young Near your grand altar, O Jehovah of armies, My King and my God!

Or “deeply loved.”
Or “My soul.”


^ (Ps. 26:8) Jehovah, I love the house where you dwell, The place where your glory resides.



^ (Ps. 26:12) My foot is standing on level ground; In the great congregation,* I will praise Jehovah.

Lit., “In assemblies.”








^ ***w08 7/15 pp. 30-31 Cultivate Reasonable Expectations, and Be Joyful***

Advanced age or failing health may place certain limits on what we can do in Jehovah’s service. If you are a parent, you may have the impression that you benefit little from personal study or Christian meetings because much of your time and energy is taken up by young children. However, could it be that concentrating on your limitations could at times prevent you from seeing what is still within your reach?

Thousands of years ago, a certain Levite expressed a desire that was impossible for him to satisfy. He was privileged to serve for two weeks every year at the temple. However, he expressed the laudable desire to dwell permanently near the altar. (Ps. 84:1-3) What helped this faithful man to be content? He realized that even a single day in the temple courtyards was a unique privilege. (Ps. 84:4, 5, 10) Similarly, rather than dwelling on our limitations, we should try to discern and appreciate possibilities that are within our reach.



^ (Ps. 84:1-3) How lovely* your grand tabernacle is, O Jehovah of armies!  2 My whole being* yearns, Yes, I am faint with longing, For the courtyards of Jehovah. My heart and my flesh shout joyfully to the living God.  3 Even the bird finds a home there And the swallow a nest for herself, Where she cares for her young Near your grand altar, O Jehovah of armies, My King and my God!

Or “deeply loved.”
Or “My soul.”


^ (Ps. 84:4, 5) Happy are those dwelling in your house! They continue to praise you. (Selah)  5 Happy are the men who find their strength in you, Whose hearts are set on the highways.



^ (Ps. 84:10) For a day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else! I choose to stand at the threshold of the house of my God Rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.









^ ***w20 January p. 17 Jehovah Your God Values You!***


12. When dealing with an illness, how can you experience Jehovah’s support?

12 If you are dealing with an illness, be assured that Jehovah knows what you are going through. Beg him for help so that you can develop a wholesome view of your situation. Then use the Bible to retrieve the good words Jehovah has stored up for you. Focus on passages that show how much Jehovah values his servants. As you do, you will see that Jehovah is good to all those who serve him faithfully.​—Ps. 84:11.





^  (Ps. 84:11) For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield; He gives favor and glory. Jehovah will not hold back anything good From those walking in integrity.









^ ***it-1 p. 816 Fatherless Boy***

Since it was easy to lose sight of these bereaved and defenseless ones, Jehovah used the expression “fatherless boy” in describing the degree of Israel’s righteousness or of its deviation therefrom. When the nation was enjoying good spiritual health, the fatherless boy was cared for. When justice became perverted in the land, the fatherless boy was sure to be neglected, and this was a symptom of national decay. (Ps 82:3; 94:6; Isa 1:17, 23; Jer 7:5-7; 22:3; Eze 22:7; Zec 7:9-11; Mal 3:5) Jehovah’s curse was on those who oppressed the fatherless boy. (De 27:19; Isa 10:1, 2) Jehovah describes himself as the Redeemer (Pr 23:10, 11), Helper (Ps 10:14), and Father (Ps 68:5) of such ones. He is the One executing judgment in their behalf (De 10:17, 18), showing them mercy (Ho 14:3), giving them relief (Ps 146:9), and preserving them alive.​—Jer 49:11.

One of the identifying marks of real Christianity is its consideration for those bereaved by loss of husband or parents. The disciple James writes to Christians: “The form of worship that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.”​—Jas 1:27.



^ (Ps. 82:3) Defend* the lowly and the fatherless. Render justice to the helpless and destitute.

Or “Judge.”


^ (Ps. 94:6) They kill the widow and the foreign resident, And they murder the fatherless children.



^ (Isa. 1:17) Learn to do good, seek justice, Correct the oppressor, Defend the rights of the fatherless child,* And plead the cause of the widow.”

Or “the orphan.”


^ (Isa. 1:23) Your princes are stubborn and partners with thieves. Every one of them loves a bribe and chases after gifts. They do not grant justice to the fatherless,* And the legal case of the widow never reaches them.

Or “the orphans.”


^ (Jer. 7:5-7) For if you truly reform your ways and actions; if you truly uphold justice between a man and his neighbor; 6 if you do not oppress foreign residents, orphans,* and widows; if you do not shed innocent blood in this place; and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm; 7 then I will allow you to keep residing in this place, in the land I gave to your forefathers for all time.”’”*

Or “fatherless children.”
Or “from eternity to eternity.”


^ (Jer. 22:3) This is what Jehovah says: “Uphold justice and righteousness. Rescue the one being robbed from the hand of the defrauder. Do not mistreat any foreign resident, and do not harm any fatherless child* or widow. And do not shed any innocent blood in this place.

Or “any orphan.”


^ (Ezek. 22:7) Within you they treat their father and mother with contempt. They defraud the foreign resident, and they mistreat the fatherless child* and the widow.”’”

Or “the orphan.”


^ (Zech. 7:9-11) “This is what Jehovah of armies says, ‘Judge with true justice, and deal with one another in loyal love and mercy. 10 Do not defraud the widow or the fatherless child,* the foreigner or the poor; and do not scheme evil against one another in your hearts.’ 11 But they kept refusing to pay attention, and they stubbornly turned their backs, and they stopped up their ears so as not to hear.

Or “the orphan.”


^ (Mal. 3:5) “I will come near to you for judgment, and I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who take false oaths, against those who defraud the hired worker, the widow, and the fatherless child,* and against those who refuse to help* the foreigner. These have not feared me,” says Jehovah of armies.

Or “the orphan.”
Or “who deny the rights of.”


^ (Deut. 27:19) “‘Cursed is the one who perverts the judgment of a foreign resident, a fatherless child,* or a widow.’ (And all the people will say, ‘Amen!’)

Or “an orphan.”


^ (Isa. 10:1, 2) Woe to those who enact harmful regulations, Who constantly draft oppressive decrees,  2 To deny the legal claim of the poor, To deprive the lowly among my people of justice, Making widows their spoil And fatherless children* their plunder!

Or “And orphans.”


^ (Prov. 23:10, 11) Do not move an ancient boundary marker Or encroach on the field of the fatherless. 11 For their Defender* is strong; He will take up their cause against you.

Lit., “Redeemer.”


^ (Ps. 10:14) But you do see trouble and distress. You look on and take matters in hand. To you the unfortunate victim turns; You are the helper for the fatherless child.*

Or “the orphan.”


^ (Ps. 68:5) A father of the fatherless and a protector* of widows Is God in his holy dwelling.

Lit., “judge.”


^ (Deut. 10:17, 18) For Jehovah your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the God great, mighty, and awe-inspiring, who treats none with partiality and does not accept a bribe. 18 He executes justice for the fatherless child* and the widow and loves the foreign resident, giving him food and clothing.

Or “the orphan.”


^ (Hos. 14:3) As·syrʹi·a will not save us. We will not ride on horses, And we will no longer say, “O our God!” to the work of our hands, For it is by you that the fatherless child is shown mercy.’



^ (Ps. 146:9) Jehovah is protecting the foreign residents; He sustains the fatherless child and the widow, But he thwarts the plans of the wicked.*

Or “makes the way of the wicked crooked.”


^ (Jer. 49:11) Leave your fatherless children, And I will preserve them alive, And your widows will trust in me.”



^ (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”








^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***lmd lesson 9 points 1-2***




1. Watch the VIDEO, or read Mark 6:30-34. Then consider the following questions:

	               Why were Jesus and his apostles hoping “to be by themselves”?



	               What motivated Jesus to teach the crowd?









What Do We Learn From Jesus?

2. Empathy moves us to care about people, not just about our message.







^ (Mark 6:30-34) The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all the things they had done and taught. 31 And he said to them: “Come, you yourselves, privately into an isolated place and rest up a little.” For there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure time even to eat a meal. 32 So they set off in the boat for an isolated place to be by themselves. 33 But people saw them going and many got to know it, and from all the cities they ran together on foot and got there ahead of them. 34 Well, on getting out, he saw a large crowd, and he was moved with pity for them, because they were as sheep without a shepherd. And he started to teach them many things.









^ ***lmd lesson 9 point 3***


3. Listen carefully. Allow the person to express himself. Do not interrupt him or quickly dismiss his feelings, concerns, or objections. By paying attention, you show him that you care about what he thinks.

4. Think about the interested person. Based on your conversations with him, ask yourself:

	               ‘Why does he need to hear the truth?’



	               ‘How would studying the Bible make his daily life and his future better?’





5. Share information that addresses his needs. As soon as possible, demonstrate how a Bible study can answer his questions and can help him in practical ways.


SEE ALSO


Rom. 10:13, 14; Phil. 2:3, 4; 1 Pet. 3:8









^ (Rom. 10:13, 14) For “everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.” 14 However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?



^ (Phil. 2:3, 4) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you, 4 as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^ (1 Pet. 3:8) Finally, all of you have unity of mind,* fellow feeling, brotherly affection, tender compassion, and humility.

Or “think in agreement.”








^ ***sjj song 57 Preaching to All Sorts of People***


SONG 57

Preaching to All Sorts of People


(1 Timothy 2:4)


	1. We really want to imitate our God,

To be impartial, as we know he is.

To save all sorts of people is his will;

He welcomes all to come and to be his.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	2. It doesn’t matter where they may be found

Or what at first they might appear to be.

What really counts is what they are at heart—

The inner self, the one Jehovah sees.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”





	3. Jehovah welcomes all who make the choice

To leave the world and all its ways behind.

This we have learned, and this we want to share,

And so we preach to people of all kinds.

(CHORUS)

It’s the person, not the place;

It’s the heart and not the face.

God’s message to all people we extend.

So because we really care,

We keep preaching ev’rywhere:

“All sorts of people can become God’s friend.”









(See also John 12:32; Acts 10:34; 1 Tim. 4:10; Titus 2:11.)





^ (1 Tim. 2:4) whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.



^ (John 12:32) And yet I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all sorts of men to myself.”



^ (Acts 10:34) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial,



^ (1 Tim. 4:10) This is why we are working hard and exerting ourselves, because we have rested our hope on a living God, who is a Savior of all sorts of men, especially of faithful ones.



^ (Titus 2:11) For the undeserved kindness of God has been manifested, bringing salvation to all sorts of people.









^ ***bt pp. 119-122 “Strengthening the Congregations”***


 8. How did Barnabas respond to Paul’s invitation?

8 Barnabas welcomed Paul’s proposal to “visit the brothers.” (Acts 15:36) The two had worked well as traveling partners and both were already acquainted with the regions and the peoples to be visited. (Acts 13:2–14:28) So the idea of joining together for this assignment may have seemed sensible and practical. But a complication arose. Acts 15:37 reports: “Barnabas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark.” Barnabas was not simply offering a suggestion. He “was determined” to include his cousin Mark as a traveling partner on this missionary journey.

 9. Why did Paul disagree with Barnabas?

9 Paul did not agree. Why? The account says: “Paul, however, was not in favor of taking [Mark] along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work.” (Acts 15:38) Mark had traveled with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary tour but had not stayed the course. (Acts 12:25; 13:13) Early in the trip, while still in Pamphylia, Mark had left his assignment and gone home to Jerusalem. The Bible does not say why he left, but the apostle Paul evidently viewed Mark’s action as irresponsible. Paul might have had questions about Mark’s dependability.

10. To what did the disagreement between Paul and Barnabas lead, and with what result?

10 Still, Barnabas was adamant about taking Mark along. Paul was just as adamant about not doing so. “At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other,” says Acts 15:39. Barnabas sailed away to his home island of Cyprus, taking Mark along. Paul proceeded with his plans. The account reads: “Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah.” (Acts 15:40) Together they traveled “through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the congregations.”​—Acts 15:41.

11. What qualities are essential to preventing a lasting rift from developing between us and someone who has offended us?

11 This account may remind us of our own imperfect nature. Paul and Barnabas had been appointed as special representatives of the governing body. Paul himself likely became a member of that body. Still, in this instance, imperfect human tendencies got the better of Paul and Barnabas. Did they allow this situation to create a lasting rift between them? Although imperfect, Paul and Barnabas were humble men, having the mind of Christ. No doubt, in time they manifested a spirit of Christian brotherhood and forgiveness. (Eph. 4:1-3) Later, Paul and Mark worked together in other theocratic assignments.*​—Col. 4:10.

12. What should characterize modern-day overseers, in imitation of Paul and Barnabas?

12 This one burst of anger was not characteristic of either Barnabas or Paul. Barnabas was known to be a warmhearted and generous man​—so much so that rather than calling him by his given name, Joseph, the apostles surnamed him Barnabas, which means “Son of Comfort.” (Acts 4:36) Paul too was known for his tenderness and gentle demeanor. (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) In imitation of Paul and Barnabas, all Christian overseers today, including circuit overseers, should always strive to show humility and to treat fellow elders as well as the entire flock with tenderness.​—1 Pet. 5:2, 3.





^  (Acts 15:36) After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.”

Or possibly, “by all means.”


^  (Acts 13:2-14:28) As they were ministering to Jehovah and fasting, the holy spirit said: “Set aside for me Barʹna·bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying, they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 4 So these men, sent out by the holy spirit, went down to Se·leuʹcia, and from there they sailed away to Cyʹprus. 5 When they arrived in Salʹa·mis, they began proclaiming the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as an attendant.* 6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paʹphos, they met up with a Jewish man named Bar-Jeʹsus, who was a sorcerer and a false prophet. 7 He was with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. Calling Barʹna·bas and Saul to him, this man was eager to hear the word of God. 8 But Elʹy·mas the sorcerer (for that is how his name is translated) began opposing them, trying to turn the proconsul away from the faith. 9 Then Saul, also called Paul, becoming filled with holy spirit, looked at him intently 10 and said: “O man full of every sort of fraud and every sort of villainy, you son of the Devil, you enemy of everything righteous, will you not quit distorting the right ways of Jehovah? 11 Look! Jehovah’s hand is upon you, and you will be blind, not seeing the sunlight for a time.” Instantly a thick mist and darkness fell on him, and he went around trying to find someone to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the proconsul, on seeing what had happened, became a believer, for he was astounded at the teaching of Jehovah. 13 Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paʹphos and arrived at Perga in Pam·phylʹi·a. But John left them and returned to Jerusalem. 14 However, they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pi·sidʹi·a. And going into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, they took a seat. 15 After the public reading of the Law and the Prophets, the presiding officers of the synagogue sent word to them, saying: “Men, brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, tell it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand, he said: “Men, Israelites and you others who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our forefathers, and he exalted the people while they lived as foreigners in the land of Egypt and brought them out of it with an uplifted arm. 18 And for a period of about 40 years, he put up with them in the wilderness. 19 After destroying seven nations in the land of Caʹnaan, he assigned their land as an inheritance. 20 All of that was during about 450 years. “After this he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 But afterward they demanded a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for 40 years. 22 After removing him, he raised up for them David as king, about whom he bore witness and said: ‘I have found David the son of Jesʹse a man agreeable to my heart; he will do all the things I desire.’ 23 According to his promise, from the offspring of this man, God has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. 24 Before the arrival of that one, John had preached publicly to all the people of Israel baptism in symbol of repentance. 25 But as John was finishing his course, he would say: ‘What do you suppose I am? I am not he.* But look! One is coming after me the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 26 “Men, brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family and those others among you who fear God, the word of this salvation has been sent to us. 27 For the inhabitants of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize this one, but when acting as judges, they fulfilled the things spoken by the Prophets, which are read aloud every sabbath. 28 Even though they found no cause for death, they demanded of Pilate to have him executed. 29 And when they had accomplished all the things written about him, they took him down from the stake and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him up from the dead, 31 and for many days he became visible to those who had gone with him from Galʹi·lee up to Jerusalem. These are now his witnesses to the people. 32 “So we are declaring to you the good news about the promise made to the forefathers. 33 God has completely fulfilled it to us, their children, by resurrecting Jesus; just as it is written in the second psalm: ‘You are my son; today I have become your father.’ 34 And the fact that He resurrected him from the dead never again to return to corruption, He has stated in this way: ‘I will give you the expressions of loyal love promised to David, which are faithful.’* 35 So it also says in another psalm: ‘You will not allow your loyal one to see corruption.’ 36 David, on the one hand, rendered service to God in his own generation, fell asleep in death, was laid with his forefathers, and did see corruption. 37 On the other hand, the one whom God raised up did not see corruption. 38 “Let it therefore be known to you, brothers, that through this one a forgiveness of sins is being proclaimed to you, 39 and that from all the things from which you could not be declared guiltless by means of the Law of Moses, everyone who believes is declared guiltless by means of this one. 40 Therefore, watch out that what is said in the Prophets does not come upon you: 41 ‘Look at it, you scorners, and be amazed, and perish, for I am doing a work in your days, a work that you will never believe even if anyone relates it to you in detail.’” 42 Now when they were going out, the people pleaded with them to speak about these matters on the following Sabbath. 43 So after the synagogue assembly was dismissed, many of the Jews and the proselytes who worshipped God followed Paul and Barʹna·bas, who, as they spoke to them, urged them to remain in the undeserved kindness of God. 44 The next Sabbath nearly all the city gathered together to hear the word of Jehovah. 45 When the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began blasphemously contradicting the things Paul was saying. 46 Then Paul and Barʹna·bas boldly said to them: “It was necessary for the word of God to be spoken first to you. Since you are rejecting it and do not judge yourselves worthy of everlasting life, look! we turn to the nations. 47 For Jehovah has commanded us in these words: ‘I have appointed you as a light of nations, for you to be a salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 48 When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers. 49 Furthermore, the word of Jehovah was being spread throughout the whole country. 50 But the Jews incited the prominent women who were God-fearing and the principal men of the city, and they stirred up persecution against Paul and Barʹna·bas and threw them outside their boundaries. 51 So they shook the dust off their feet against them and went to I·coʹni·um. 52 And the disciples continued to be filled with joy and holy spirit. 
14 Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers. 2 But the Jews who did not believe stirred up and wrongly influenced the people of the nations against the brothers. 3 So they spent considerable time speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah, who bore witness to the word of his undeserved kindness by allowing signs and wonders to be performed through them. 4 However, the multitude of the city was divided; some were for the Jews but others for the apostles. 5 When both the people of the nations and the Jews with their rulers made an attempt to treat them insolently and stone them, 6 they were informed of it, and they fled to the cities of Lyc·a·oʹni·a, Lysʹtra and Derʹbe, and to the surrounding country. 7 There they went on declaring the good news. 8 Now in Lysʹtra there was a man sitting down whose feet were crippled. He was lame from birth and had never walked. 9 This man was listening to Paul as he was speaking. Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well,* 10 said with a loud voice: “Stand up on your feet.” So the man leaped up and began walking. 11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they cried out in the Lyc·a·oʹni·an language: “The gods have become like humans and have come down to us!” 12 And they started calling Barʹna·bas Zeus, but Paul Herʹmes, since he was taking the lead in speaking. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance of the city,* brought bulls and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifices with the crowds. 14 However, when the apostles Barʹna·bas and Paul heard of it, they ripped their garments and leaped out into the crowd and cried out: 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are humans having the same infirmities as you have. And we are declaring the good news to you, for you to turn from these vain things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them. 16 In past generations he permitted all the nations to go on in their ways, 17 although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.” 18 And yet despite saying these things, they barely restrained the crowds from sacrificing to them. 19 But Jews arrived from Antioch and I·coʹni·um and persuaded the crowds, and they stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, imagining that he was dead. 20 However, when the disciples surrounded him, he got up and entered the city. On the next day he left with Barʹna·bas for Derʹbe. 21 After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.” 23 Moreover, they appointed elders for them in each congregation, offering prayer with fasting, and they entrusted them to Jehovah, in whom they had become believers. 24 Then they went through Pi·sidʹi·a and came into Pam·phylʹi·a, 25 and after proclaiming the word in Perga, they went down to At·ta·liʹa. 26 From there they sailed off for Antioch, where they had been entrusted to the undeserved kindness of God for the work they had now completed. 27 When they had arrived and had gathered the congregation together, they related the many things God had done by means of them, and that he had opened to the nations the door to faith. 28 So they spent considerable time with the disciples.

Or “an assistant.”
Or “What you suppose I am, I am not.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable; dependable.”
Or “to be saved.”
Or “whose temple was located just outside the city.” Lit., “the (one) being before the city.”


^  (Acts 15:37) Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark.



^  (Acts 15:38) Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work.



^  (Acts 12:25) As for Barʹna·bas and Saul, after fully carrying out the relief work in Jerusalem, they returned and took along with them John, the one also called Mark.



^  (Acts 13:13) Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paʹphos and arrived at Perga in Pam·phylʹi·a. But John left them and returned to Jerusalem.



^  (Acts 15:39) At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus.



^  (Acts 15:40) Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah.



^  (Acts 15:41) He went through Syria and Ci·liʹcia, strengthening the congregations.



^  (Eph. 4:1-3) Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, appeal to you to walk worthily of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love, 3 earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^  (Col. 4:10) Ar·is·tarʹchus, my fellow captive, sends you his greetings, and so does Mark, the cousin of Barʹna·bas (concerning whom you received instructions to welcome him if he comes to you),



^  (Acts 4:36) So Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barʹna·bas (which means, when translated, “Son of Comfort”), a Levite, a native of Cyʹprus,



^  (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.



^  (1 Pet. 5:2, 3) Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those who are God’s inheritance, but becoming examples to the flock.

Or “carefully watching over it.”






^  See the box “Mark Enjoys Many Privileges.”









^ ***bt p. 118 “Strengthening the Congregations”***

MARK ENJOYS MANY PRIVILEGES


Mark’s Gospel relates that those who arrested Jesus also tried to seize “a certain young man” who escaped and “got away naked.” (Mark 14:51, 52) Since Mark, also known as John Mark, is the only one who records this story, the young man may have been the writer himself. If so, Mark had at least some personal contact with Jesus.

Some 11 years later, during Herod Agrippa’s persecution of the Christians, “quite a few” members of the Jerusalem congregation gathered in the home of Mary, Mark’s mother, to pray. It was to her home that the apostle Peter made his way when he was miraculously freed from prison. (Acts 12:12) Thus, Mark may have grown up in a house that was later used for Christian meetings. He no doubt knew Jesus’ early disciples well, and they had a good influence on him.

Mark served side by side with a number of the overseers of early Christian congregations. His first service privilege, as far as we know, was that of working with his cousin Barnabas and the apostle Paul in their assignment at Antioch of Syria. (Acts 12:25) When Barnabas and Paul embarked on their first missionary journey, Mark traveled with them, first to Cyprus and then on to Asia Minor. From there, Mark returned to Jerusalem for unspecified reasons. (Acts 13:4, 13) After a disagreement between Barnabas and Paul concerning Mark, as described in Acts chapter 15, Mark and Barnabas continued their missionary service in Cyprus.​—Acts 15:36-39.

All memories of that disagreement must have been long put behind them by 60 or 61 C.E. when Mark was once again working alongside Paul, this time in Rome. Paul, who was a prisoner in that city, wrote to the congregation in Colossae: “Aristarchus, my fellow captive, sends you his greetings, and so does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you received instructions to welcome him if he comes to you).” (Col. 4:10) So Paul was thinking of sending John Mark from Rome to Colossae as his representative.

Sometime between 62 and 64 C.E., Mark worked with the apostle Peter in Babylon. As noted in Chapter 10 of this publication, they developed a close relationship, for Peter referred to the younger man as “Mark, my son.”​—1 Pet. 5:13.

Finally, in about 65 C.E. when the apostle Paul was imprisoned for a second time in Rome, he wrote to his fellow worker Timothy, who was in Ephesus: “Bring Mark along with you, for he is helpful to me in the ministry.” (2 Tim. 4:11) Doubtless, Mark responded readily to that invitation and made his way from Ephesus back to Rome. No wonder this man was highly appreciated by Barnabas, Paul, and Peter!

The greatest of all Mark’s privileges was his being inspired by Jehovah to write a Gospel account. Tradition has it that Mark received much of his information from the apostle Peter. The facts seem to support this view, for Mark’s account contains firsthand details that an eyewitness, such as Peter, would have known. However, it would appear that Mark penned his Gospel in Rome, not in Babylon when he was with Peter. Mark uses many Latin expressions and translates Hebrew terms that would otherwise be difficult for non-Jews to understand, so it seems that he wrote primarily for Gentile readers.







^ (Mark 14:51, 52) However, a certain young man wearing only a fine linen garment over his naked body began to follow him nearby, and they tried to seize him, 52 but he left his linen garment behind and got away naked.



^ (Acts 12:12) After he realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John who was called Mark, where quite a few were gathered together and were praying.



^ (Acts 12:25) As for Barʹna·bas and Saul, after fully carrying out the relief work in Jerusalem, they returned and took along with them John, the one also called Mark.



^ (Acts 13:4) So these men, sent out by the holy spirit, went down to Se·leuʹcia, and from there they sailed away to Cyʹprus.



^ (Acts 13:13) Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paʹphos and arrived at Perga in Pam·phylʹi·a. But John left them and returned to Jerusalem.



^ (Acts 15:1-41) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue. 3 So after being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoe·niʹcia and Sa·marʹi·a, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers. 4 On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them. 5 But some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: “It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.” 6 So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter. 7 After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith. 10 So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” 12 At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.” 22 Then the apostles and the elders, together with the whole congregation, decided to send chosen men from among them to Antioch, along with Paul and Barʹna·bas; they sent Judas who was called Barʹsab·bas and Silas, who were leading men among the brothers. 23 They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions, 25 we have come to a unanimous decision to choose men to send to you together with our beloved Barʹna·bas and Paul, 26 men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We are therefore sending Judas and Silas, so that they also may report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!” 30 So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, since they were also prophets, encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them. 33 After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 —— 35 But Paul and Barʹna·bas stayed in Antioch, teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah. 36 After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” 37 Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus. 40 Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah. 41 He went through Syria and Ci·liʹcia, strengthening the congregations.

Or “from generations of old.”
Or possibly, “by all means.”


^ (Acts 15:36-39) After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” 37 Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus.

Or possibly, “by all means.”


^ (Col. 4:10) Ar·is·tarʹchus, my fellow captive, sends you his greetings, and so does Mark, the cousin of Barʹna·bas (concerning whom you received instructions to welcome him if he comes to you),



^ (1 Pet. 5:13) She who is in Babylon, a chosen one like you, sends you her greetings, and so does Mark, my son.



^ (2 Tim. 4:11) Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark along with you, for he is helpful to me in the ministry.









^ ***sjj song 130 Be Forgiving***


SONG 130

Be Forgiving


(Psalm 86:5)


	1. Lovingly Jehovah

Made provision through his Son

For our sins to be forgiven

And for death to be undone.

If we truly are repentant,

His forgiveness we can claim

On the basis of Christ’s ransom,

Asking pardon in his name.



	2. We receive such mercy

When we act like God above

And forgive each other freely,

Showing empathy and love.

Putting up with one another,

Putting hurtfulness away;

Showing honor to our brother,

Showing love’s surpassing way.



	3. Mercy is a virtue

That we all should cultivate.

It will keep us from resentment,

From the bitterness of hate.

When we imitate Jehovah,

Who is unsurpassed in love,

We will truly be forgiving;

We will be like God above.







(See also Matt. 6:12; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13.)





^ (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^ (Matt. 6:12) and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.



^ (Eph. 4:32) But become kind to one another, tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving one another just as God also by Christ freely forgave you.



^ (Col. 3:13) Continue putting up with one another and forgiving one another freely even if anyone has a cause for complaint against another. Just as Jehovah freely forgave you, you must also do the same.















^ ***sjj song 41 Please Hear My Prayer***


SONG 41

Please Hear My Prayer


(Psalm 54)


	1. Heavenly Father, please hear my song.

You are my God; to you I belong.

Great is your name, beyond all compare.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.





	2. Thank you, O God, for granting this day,

Giving me life, and showing the way.

How I delight in your tender care.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.





	3. Oh, how I long to do what is right!

Help me, O Lord, to walk in the light.

Give me the strength all burdens to bear.

(CHORUS)

Gracious Jehovah, please hear my prayer.









(See also Ex. 22:27; Ps. 106:4; Jas. 5:11.)





^ (Ps. 54:0-7) To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. Masʹkil.* Of David, when the Ziphʹites came in and said to Saul: “David is hiding among us.” 54 O God, save me by your name, And defend me* with your power.  2 O God, hear my prayer; Pay attention to the words of my mouth.  3 For strangers rise up against me, And ruthless men seek my life.* They have no regard for God.* (Selah)  4 Look! God is my helper; Jehovah is with those supporting me.*  5 He will repay my foes with their own evil; In your faithfulness, put an end to* them.  6 I will sacrifice to you willingly. I will praise your name, O Jehovah, for it is good.  7 For he saves me from every distress, And I will look in triumph on my enemies.

See Glossary.
Or “plead my cause.”
Or “soul.”
Or “They do not keep God before them.”
Or “my soul.”
Lit., “silence.”


^ (Ex. 22:27) For it is his only covering, his clothing to cover his body;* in what will he lie down to sleep? When he cries out to me, I will certainly hear, for I am compassionate.*

Lit., “skin.”
Or “gracious.”


^ (Ps. 106:4) Remember me, O Jehovah, when you show favor* toward your people. Take care of me with your acts of salvation,

Or “goodwill.”


^ (Jas. 5:11) Look! We consider happy* those who have endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome Jehovah* gave, that Jehovah* is very tender in affection* and merciful.

Or “blessed.”
See App. A5.
See App. A5.
Or “very compassionate.”








^ ***w12 5/15 p. 25 Are You Reflecting the Glory of Jehovah?***

10. How can prayer help us to serve Jehovah more fully?

10 To reflect God’s glory, we also need to “persevere in prayer.” (Rom. 12:12) We can and should pray that Jehovah help us to serve him in an acceptable way. To that end, we can properly ask him for holy spirit, for more faith, for strength to resist temptation, and for ability to ‘handle the word of the truth aright.’ (2 Tim. 2:15; Matt. 6:13; Luke 11:13; 17:5) As a child depends on his father, so we need to depend on our heavenly Father, Jehovah. If we ask him to help us serve him more fully, we can have confidence that he will do so. May we never feel that we are a bother to him! Instead, in prayer let us praise him, thank him, seek his direction especially when under trial, and ask that he help us to serve him in ways that glorify his holy name.​—Ps. 86:12; Jas. 1:5-7.



^  (Rom. 12:12) Rejoice in the hope. Endure under tribulation. Persevere in prayer.



^  (2 Tim. 2:15) Do your utmost to present yourself approved to God, a workman with nothing to be ashamed of, handling the word of the truth aright.



^  (Matt. 6:13) And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’*

Or “rescue.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”


^  (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^  (Luke 17:5) Now the apostles said to the Lord: “Give us more faith.”



^  (Ps. 86:12) I praise you, O Jehovah my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify your name forever,



^  (Jas. 1:5-7) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him. 6 But let him keep asking in faith, not doubting at all, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by the wind and blown about. 7 In fact, that man should not expect to receive anything from Jehovah;*

Or “finding fault.”
See App. A5.








^ ***w23 May p. 13 How Jehovah Answers Our Prayers***


17-18. According to Psalm 86:6, 7, of what can we be confident?

17 Read Psalm 86:6, 7. The psalmist David was sure that Jehovah heard and answered his prayers. You can have that same confidence. The examples discussed in this article assure us that Jehovah can give us the wisdom and the power we need to endure. He may use our spiritual family or even those who do not worship him at present to help us in some way.

18 While Jehovah may not always answer our prayers in the way that we expect, we know that he will answer them. He will provide just what we need and exactly when we need it. So continue to pray in faith, confident that Jehovah will care for you now and that he will “satisfy the desire of every living thing” in the new world to come.​—Ps. 145:16.





^ (Ps. 86:6, 7) Listen, O Jehovah, to my prayer; And pay attention to my pleas for help.  7 I call on you in the day of my distress, For you will answer me.



^  (Ps. 86:6, 7) Listen, O Jehovah, to my prayer; And pay attention to my pleas for help.  7 I call on you in the day of my distress, For you will answer me.



^  (Ps. 145:16) You open your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.









^ ***it-1 p. 1058 Heart***

Serving With “a Complete Heart.” The literal heart must be whole to function normally, but the figurative heart can be divided. David prayed: “Unify my heart to fear your name,” suggesting that a person’s heart could be divided with regard to its affections and fears. (Ps 86:11) Such a person may be “halfhearted”​—lukewarmly worshiping God. (Ps 119:113; Re 3:16) An individual can also be of “a double heart” (literally, with a heart and a heart), trying to serve two masters, or deceptively saying one thing while thinking something else. (1Ch 12:33; Ps 12:2, ftn) Jesus strongly denounced such doublehearted hypocrisy.​—Mt 15:7, 8.



^ (Ps. 86:11) Instruct me, O Jehovah, about your way. I will walk in your truth. Unify my heart* to fear your name.

Or “Give me an undivided heart.”


^ (Ps. 119:113) I hate the halfhearted ones,* But I love your law.

Or “men of divided heart.”


^ (Rev. 3:16) So because you are lukewarm and neither hot nor cold, I am going to vomit you out of my mouth.



^ (1 Chron. 12:33) Of Zebʹu·lun, there were 50,000 who could serve in the army, drawing up in battle formation with all the weapons of war, all joining David with undivided loyalty.*

Or “all those joining David were not doublehearted.”


^ (Ps. 12:2) They speak lies to one another; They flatter with their lips* and speak with deceitful hearts.*

Lit., “speak with a smooth lip.”
Lit., “with a heart and a heart.”


^ (Matt. 15:7, 8) You hypocrites, Isaiah aptly prophesied about you when he said: 8 ‘This people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far removed from me.









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***lmd lesson 3 point 5***


5. Be helpful. Look for appropriate opportunities to help the person in practical ways. Acts of kindness can open the door to a conversation.










^ ***lmd lesson 7 point 4***


4. Make an appointment. At the end of each conversation, try to confirm a specific time when you can speak with the person again. Be sure to keep the appointment.








^ ***lff lesson 15 point 5***



5. Jesus proved to be the Messiah


The Bible contains many prophecies that would help people to identify the Messiah​—God’s chosen one to save humankind. Play the VIDEO for a brief introduction to some of the prophecies that Jesus fulfilled when he came to earth.







VIDEO: Jesus Fulfills Prophecy (3:03)








Read these Bible prophecies, and then discuss the questions that follow:

Read Micah 5:2 to learn where the Messiah was to be born.*

	  Did Jesus’ birth fulfill this prophecy?​—Matthew 2:1.





Read Psalm 34:20 and Zechariah 12:10 to see details that were prophesied about the Messiah’s death.

	  Were these prophecies fulfilled?​—John 19:33-37.



	  Do you think Jesus could have influenced the fulfillment of any of these prophecies?



	  What does this prove to you about Jesus?















^ (Mic. 5:2) And you, O Bethʹle·hem Ephʹra·thah, The one too little to be among the thousands* of Judah, From you will come out for me the one to be ruler in Israel, Whose origin is from ancient times, from the days of long ago.

Or “clans.”


^ (Matt. 2:1) After Jesus had been born in Bethʹle·hem of Ju·deʹa in the days of Herod the king, look! astrologers from the East came to Jerusalem,



^ (Ps. 34:20) He is guarding all his bones; Not one of them has been broken.



^ (Zech. 12:10) “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit of favor and supplication, and they will look to the one whom they pierced, and they will wail over him as they would wail over an only son; and they will grieve bitterly over him as they would grieve over a firstborn son.



^ (John 19:33-37) But on coming to Jesus, they saw that he was already dead, so they did not break his legs. 34 But one of the soldiers jabbed his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out. 35 And the one who has seen it has given this witness, and his witness is true, and he knows that what he says is true, so that you also may believe. 36 In fact, these things took place for the scripture to be fulfilled: “Not a bone of his will be broken.” 37 And again, a different scripture says: “They will look to the one whom they pierced.”







^  See Endnote 2 for a prophecy that foretold exactly when Jesus would appear on earth.









^ ***lmd lesson 10 point 4-point 4c***


4. Study regularly. If you will be away, do not cancel the study session. Instead, consider:

	               Could you conduct the study at another time that week?



	               Could you conduct your study over the phone or by videoconferencing?



	               Could you ask another publisher to conduct?












^ ***sjj song 83 “From House to House”***


SONG 83

“From House to House”


(Acts 20:20)


	1. From house to house, from door to door,

Jehovah’s word we spread.

From town to town, from farm to farm,

Jehovah’s sheep are fed.

The good news that God’s Kingdom rules,

As Jesus Christ foretold,

Is now declared throughout the earth

By Christians young and old.



	2. From house to house, from door to door,

Salvation we proclaim.

It comes to those who make the choice

To call upon God’s name.

But how can they respect the name

Of One they do not know?

To ev’ry home and ev’ry door,

The sacred name must go.



	3. So let us go from door to door

To spread the Kingdom news.

And whether it’s embraced or not,

We’ll let the people choose.

At least we’ll name Jehovah’s name,

His glorious truth declare.

And as we go from door to door,

We’ll find his sheep are there.







(See also Acts 2:21; Rom. 10:14.)





^ (Acts 20:20) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Acts 2:21) And everyone who calls on the name of Jehovah will be saved.”’



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?









^ ***bt p. 122 “Strengthening the Congregations”***


13, 14. (a) Who was Timothy, and under what circumstances may Paul have met him? (b) What led Paul to take special notice of Timothy? (c) What assignment did Timothy receive?

13 Paul’s second missionary journey took him to the Roman province of Galatia, where a few congregations had been established. Eventually “he arrived at Derbe and also at Lystra.” The account adds: “A disciple named Timothy was there, the son of a believing Jewish woman but of a Greek father.”​—Acts 16:1.*

14 Evidently, Paul had met Timothy’s family when first traveling to the area about the year 47 C.E. Now during his second visit two or three years later, Paul took special notice of the young man Timothy. Why? Because Timothy was “well-reported-on by the brothers.” Not only was he well-liked by the brothers in his hometown but his reputation extended beyond the boundaries of his own congregation. The account explains that the brothers both in Lystra and in Iconium, some 20 miles (30 km) away, had good things to say about him. (Acts 16:2) Guided by holy spirit, the elders entrusted young Timothy with a weighty responsibility​—to assist Paul and Silas as a traveling minister.​—Acts 16:3.





^  (Acts 16:1) So he arrived at Derʹbe and also at Lysʹtra. And a disciple named Timothy was there, the son of a believing Jewish woman but of a Greek father,



^  (Acts 16:2) and he was well-reported-on by the brothers in Lysʹtra and I·coʹni·um.



^  (Acts 16:3) Paul expressed the desire for Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.







^  See the box “Timothy Slaves ‘to Advance the Good News.’”









^ ***bt p. 121 “Strengthening the Congregations”***

TIMOTHY SLAVES “TO ADVANCE THE GOOD NEWS”


Timothy was a highly valued assistant to the apostle Paul. After the two men had worked side by side for some 11 years, Paul could write concerning Timothy: “I have no one else of a disposition like his who will genuinely care for your concerns. . . . You know the proof he gave of himself, that like a child with a father he slaved with me to advance the good news.” (Phil. 2:20, 22) Timothy readily gave of himself in order to promote the preaching work, thus endearing himself to Paul and setting a fine example for us.

The son of a Greek father and a Jewish mother, Timothy seems to have been raised in Lystra. From infancy, Timothy had been taught the Scriptures by his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother Lois. (Acts 16:1, 3; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14, 15) Along with them, Timothy likely accepted Christianity during Paul’s first visit to Timothy’s hometown.

By the time Paul returned some years later, Timothy, then possibly in his late teens or early 20’s, was already “well-reported-on by the brothers in Lystra and Iconium.” (Acts 16:2) God’s spirit had inspired “prophecies” about the young man, and in harmony with them, Paul and the local elders recommended that Timothy undertake a special form of service. (1 Tim. 1:18; 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) He was to accompany Paul as a missionary companion. Timothy would have to leave his family, and in order to eliminate a possible cause for complaint among the Jews whom Timothy would be visiting, he had to submit to circumcision.​—Acts 16:3.

Timothy traveled extensively. He preached with Paul and Silas in Philippi, with Silas in Beroea, then alone in Thessalonica. When he again met up with Paul in Corinth, Timothy brought good news about the love and faithfulness shown by the Thessalonians despite their tribulation. (Acts 16:6–17:14; 1 Thess. 3:2-6) On receiving disturbing news about the Corinthians, Paul, then in Ephesus, considered sending Timothy back to Corinth. (1 Cor. 4:17) From Ephesus, Paul later dispatched Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia. But when Paul wrote to the Romans, Timothy was back with him in Corinth. (Acts 19:22; Rom. 16:21) These are just some of the journeys that Timothy undertook for the sake of the good news.

That Timothy may have been somewhat hesitant in exercising his authority is indicated by Paul’s encouragement: “Never let anyone look down on your youth.” (1 Tim. 4:12) But Paul could confidently dispatch Timothy to a troubled congregation with the instructions: “Command certain ones not to teach different doctrine.” (1 Tim. 1:3) Paul also gave Timothy authority to appoint overseers and ministerial servants in the congregation.​—1 Tim. 5:22.

Timothy’s excellent qualities endeared him to Paul. The Scriptures reveal that the younger man was a close, faithful, and affectionate companion, like a son. Paul could write that he remembered Timothy’s tears, longed to see him, and prayed for him. Like a concerned father, Paul also gave Timothy advice about his “frequent cases of sickness”​—apparently stomach problems.​—1 Tim. 5:23; 2 Tim. 1:3, 4.

During Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome, Timothy was by his side. At least for a period, Timothy too endured prison bonds. (Philem. 1; Heb. 13:23) The depth of feeling between these two men can be gauged by the fact that when Paul perceived that his own death was near, he summoned Timothy: “Do your utmost to come to me shortly.” (2 Tim. 4:6-9) Whether Timothy arrived in time to see his beloved mentor again is not revealed in the Scriptures.







^ (Phil. 2:20) For I have no one else of a disposition like his who will genuinely care for your concerns.



^ (Phil. 2:22) But you know the proof he gave of himself, that like a child with a father he slaved with me to advance the good news.



^ (Acts 16:1) So he arrived at Derʹbe and also at Lysʹtra. And a disciple named Timothy was there, the son of a believing Jewish woman but of a Greek father,



^ (Acts 16:3) Paul expressed the desire for Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.



^ (2 Tim. 1:5) For I recall your unhypocritical faith, which dwelled first in your grandmother Loʹis and your mother Euʹnice, but which I am confident is also in you.



^ (2 Tim. 3:14, 15) You, however, continue in the things that you learned and were persuaded to believe, knowing from whom you learned them 15 and that from infancy you have known the holy writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.



^ (Acts 16:2) and he was well-reported-on by the brothers in Lysʹtra and I·coʹni·um.



^ (1 Tim. 1:18) This instruction I entrust to you, my child Timothy, in harmony with the prophecies that were made about you, that by these you may go on waging the fine warfare,



^ (1 Tim. 4:14) Do not neglect the gift in you that was given you through a prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you.



^ (2 Tim. 1:6) For this reason I remind you to stir up like a fire the gift of God that is in you through the laying of my hands on you.



^ (Acts 16:3) Paul expressed the desire for Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.



^ (Acts 16:6-17:14) Moreover, they traveled through Phrygʹi·a and the country of Ga·laʹti·a, because* they were forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia. 7 Further, when they came down to Mysʹi·a, they made efforts to go into Bi·thynʹi·a, but the spirit of Jesus did not permit them. 8 So they passed by Mysʹi·a and came down to Troʹas. 9 And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.” 10 As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis; 12 and from there we went to Phi·lipʹpi, a colony, which is the principal city of the district of Mac·e·doʹni·a. We stayed in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come. 16 Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. Finally Paul got tired of it and turned and said to the spirit: “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 19 Well, when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the rulers. 20 Leading them up to the civil magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city very much. They are Jews, 21 and they are proclaiming customs that it is not lawful for us to adopt or practice, seeing that we are Romans.” 22 And the crowd rose up together against them, and the civil magistrates, after tearing the garments off them, gave the command to beat them with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to guard them securely. 24 Because he got such an order, he threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were shaken. Moreover, all the doors were instantly opened, and everyone’s bonds came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, assuming that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out with a loud voice: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” 29 So he asked for lights and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 He brought them outside and said: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” 31 They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God. 35 When it became day, the civil magistrates sent the constables to say: “Release those men.” 36 The jailer reported their words to Paul: “The civil magistrates have sent men to have you two released. So come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them: “They flogged us publicly, uncondemned,* though we are Romans, and threw us into prison. Are they now throwing us out secretly? No, indeed! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 38 The constables reported these words to the civil magistrates. These grew fearful when they heard that the men were Romans. 39 So they came and pleaded with them, and after escorting them out, they requested them to depart from the city. 40 But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed. 
17 They now traveled through Am·phipʹo·lis and Ap·ol·loʹni·a and came to Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4 As a result, some of them became believers and associated themselves with Paul and Silas, and so did a great multitude of the Greeks who worshipped God, along with quite a few of the principal women. 5 But the Jews, getting jealous, gathered together some wicked men who were loitering at the marketplace and formed a mob and proceeded to throw the city into an uproar. They assaulted the house of Jaʹson and were seeking to have Paul and Silas brought out to the mob. 6 When they did not find them, they dragged Jaʹson and some of the brothers to the city rulers, crying out: “These men who have overturned* the inhabited earth are present here also, 7 and Jaʹson has received them as his guests. All these men act in opposition to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king, Jesus.” 8 When they heard these things, the crowd and the city rulers were alarmed; 9 and after taking sufficient security* from Jaʹson and the others, they let them go. 10 Immediately by night the brothers sent both Paul and Silas to Be·roeʹa. On arriving, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 12 Therefore, many of them became believers, and so did quite a few of the reputable Greek women as well as some of the men. 13 But when the Jews from Thes·sa·lo·niʹca learned that the word of God was also being proclaimed by Paul in Be·roeʹa, they came there to incite and agitate the crowds. 14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul away to the sea, but both Silas and Timothy remained behind there.

Or “and.”
Or “without a trial.”
Or “stirred up trouble throughout.”
Or “after taking bail.”


^ (1 Thess. 3:2-6) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s minister in the good news about the Christ, to make you firm* and comfort you regarding your faith, 3 so that no one might be shaken* by these tribulations. For you yourselves know that we cannot avoid suffering such things. 4 For when we were with you, we used to tell you in advance that we would suffer tribulation, and that is what has happened, just as you know. 5 That is why, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn of your faithfulness, in case somehow the Tempter might have tempted you, and our labor might have turned out to be in vain. 6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has given us the good news about your faithfulness and love, that you always continue to remember us fondly and that you long to see us in the same way as we also do you.

Or “to strengthen you.”
Lit., “swayed.”


^ (1 Cor. 4:17) That is why I am sending Timothy to you, because he is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord. He will remind you of my methods in connection with Christ Jesus, just as I am teaching everywhere in every congregation.



^ (Acts 19:22) So he sent to Mac·e·doʹni·a two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and E·rasʹtus, but he himself stayed on for some time in the province of Asia.



^ (Rom. 16:21) Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you, and so do Lucius, Jaʹson, and So·sipʹa·ter, my relatives.



^ (1 Tim. 4:12) Never let anyone look down on your youth. Instead, become an example to the faithful ones in speaking, in conduct, in love, in faith, in chasteness.



^ (1 Tim. 1:3) Just as I encouraged you to stay in Ephʹe·sus when I was about to go to Mac·e·doʹni·a, so I do now, in order for you to command certain ones not to teach different doctrine,



^ (1 Tim. 5:22) Never lay your hands hastily on any man; neither become a sharer in the sins of others; keep yourself chaste.



^ (1 Tim. 5:23) Do not drink water any longer,* but take a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent cases of sickness.

Or “Stop drinking just water.”


^ (2 Tim. 1:3, 4) I am grateful to God, to whom I am rendering sacred service as my forefathers did, and with a clean conscience, never ceasing to remember you in my supplications night and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I am longing to see you, so that I may get filled with joy.



^ (Philem. 1) Paul, a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Phi·leʹmon our beloved fellow worker,



^ (Heb. 13:23) I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he comes soon, I will be with him when I see you.



^ (2 Tim. 4:6-9) For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my releasing is imminent. 7 I have fought the fine fight, I have run the race to the finish, I have observed the faith.* 8 From this time on, there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me as a reward in that day, yet not to me only, but also to all those who have loved his manifestation. 9 Do your utmost to come to me shortly.

Or “I have maintained faithfulness.”








^ ***sjj song 39 Make a Good Name With God***


SONG 39

Make a Good Name With God


(Ecclesiastes 7:1)


	1. Throughout our lifetime, We want to use each day

To make a good name And all God’s laws obey.

If in Jehovah’s sight We strive to do what’s right,

Then we will please him, To his delight.



	2. This world may cause us To try to make a name,

To seek its favor, To bask in its acclaim.

But that is vanity, For if its friend we’ll be,

Jehovah’s favor, We will not see.



	3. In God’s remembrance, We want our name to be

And have a good name For all eternity.

On him we can depend, So we his truth defend

And keep our good name Down to the end.







(See also Gen. 11:4; Prov. 22:1; Mal. 3:16; Rev. 20:15.)





^ (Eccl. 7:1) A good name* is better than good oil, and the day of death is better than the day of birth.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”


^ (Gen. 11:4) They now said: “Come! Let us build a city for ourselves and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a celebrated name for ourselves, so that we will not be scattered over the entire face of the earth.”



^ (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^ (Mal. 3:16) At that time those who fear Jehovah spoke with one another, each one with his companion, and Jehovah kept paying attention and listening. And a book of remembrance was written before him for those fearing Jehovah and for those meditating on* his name.

Or “thinking on.” Or possibly, “treasuring.”


^ (Rev. 20:15) Furthermore, whoever was not found written in the book of life was hurled into the lake of fire.















^ ***sjj song 22 The Kingdom Is in Place—Let It Come!***


SONG 22

The Kingdom Is in Place​—Let It Come!


(Revelation 11:15; 12:10)


	1. Jehovah, you always have been,

And always you will be.

You’ve given the throne to your Son;

He rules by your decree.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”





	2. The time for the Devil is short;

We know what this will mean.

Though living in times of distress,

We see the things unseen.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”





	3. The angels in heaven rejoice

And sing with joyful cries.

The heavens above are relieved

From Satan and his lies.

The Kingdom has been brought to birth;

His rulership will fill the earth.

(CHORUS)

For now have come to pass

Salvation and kingdom and might.

The Kingdom is in place.

We pray: “Let it come, Let it come!”









(See also Dan. 2:34, 35; 2 Cor. 4:18.)





^ (Rev. 11:15) The seventh angel blew his trumpet. And there were loud voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.”



^ (Rev. 12:10) I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come to pass the salvation and the power and the Kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ, because the accuser of our brothers has been hurled down, who accuses them day and night before our God!



^ (Dan. 2:34, 35) You looked on until a stone was cut out, not by hands, and it struck the image on its feet of iron and of clay and crushed them. 35 At that time the iron, the clay, the copper, the silver, and the gold were, all together, crushed and became like the chaff from the summer threshing floor, and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a large mountain, and it filled the whole earth.



^ (2 Cor. 4:18) while we keep our eyes, not on the things seen, but on the things unseen. For the things seen are temporary, but the things unseen are everlasting.









^ ***w17 June p. 28 Uphold Jehovah’s Sovereignty!***


 5. Why can we be sure that God’s decisions are just?

5 Jehovah is the rightful Sovereign for yet another reason. He exercises his authority with perfect justice. He declares: “I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, for in these things I take delight.” (Jer. 9:24) He does not look to any written code of laws made by imperfect men as a basis for determining what is just and fair. His perfect sense of justice emanates from his own being, and on that basis, he provided written laws for humans. “Righteousness and justice are the foundation of [his] throne,” so we can be confident that all of his laws, principles, and decisions are righteous. (Ps. 89:14; 119:128) In contrast, despite his allegation that Jehovah’s sovereignty is deficient, Satan has been unable to produce a world wherein justice always prevails.





^  (Jer. 9:24) “But let the one boasting boast about this: That he has insight and knowledge of me, That I am Jehovah, the One showing loyal love, justice, and righteousness in the earth, For in these things I take delight,” declares Jehovah.



^  (Ps. 89:14) Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; Loyal love and faithfulness stand before you.



^  (Ps. 119:128) Therefore, I consider every instruction* from you to be right; I hate every false path.

Or “order.”








^ ***w17 June p. 29 Uphold Jehovah’s Sovereignty!***


10. Why is Jehovah’s sovereignty not unduly restrictive?

10 Jehovah’s way of ruling is neither oppressive nor rigid. It allows for freedom and promotes joy. (2 Cor. 3:17) David expressed it this way: “In his [God’s] presence are majesty and splendor; strength and joy are in his dwelling place.” (1 Chron. 16:7, 27) Similarly, the psalmist Ethan wrote: “Happy are the people who know the joyful shouting. O Jehovah, they walk in the light of your face. They rejoice in your name all day long, and in your righteousness they are exalted.”​—Ps. 89:15, 16.

11. How can we strengthen our conviction that Jehovah’s sovereignty is best?

11 Frequent meditation on Jehovah’s goodness can strengthen our conviction that his rulership is best. We come to feel as did the psalmist: “A day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else!” (Ps. 84:10) How could it be otherwise? As our loving Designer and Creator, Jehovah knows what we need in order to be truly happy, and he fills that need abundantly. Whatever he requires of us is for our benefit and ultimately results in our greatest joy. That is so even if his requirements involve our making some sacrifices.​—Read Isaiah 48:17.





^  (2 Cor. 3:17) Now Jehovah is the Spirit, and where the spirit of Jehovah is, there is freedom.



^  (1 Chron. 16:7) It was on that day that David first contributed a song of thanks to Jehovah through Aʹsaph and his brothers:



^  (1 Chron. 16:27) In his presence are majesty* and splendor; Strength and joy are in his dwelling place.

Or “dignity.”


^  (Ps. 89:15, 16) Happy are the people who know the joyful shouting. O Jehovah, they walk in the light of your face. 16 They rejoice in your name all day long, And in your righteousness they are exalted.



^  (Ps. 84:10) For a day in your courtyards is better than a thousand anywhere else! I choose to stand at the threshold of the house of my God Rather than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.



^  (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”








^ ***w14 10/15 pp. 10-11 Have Unshakable Faith in the Kingdom***


14 Consider what Jehovah promised King David of ancient Israel by means of the Davidic covenant. (Read 2 Samuel 7:12, 16.) Jehovah made this covenant with David during David’s reign in Jerusalem, promising him that the Messiah would be his descendant. (Luke 1:30-33) Thus, Jehovah further narrowed the line of descent of the offspring and established that an heir of David would have “the legal right” to the throne of the Messianic Kingdom. (Ezek. 21:25-27) Through Jesus, David’s kingship “will be firmly established forever.” Indeed, David’s offspring “will endure forever; his throne will endure like the sun.” (Ps. 89:34-37) Yes, the Messiah’s rule will never become corrupt, and its accomplishments will last forever!





^  (2 Sam. 7:12) When your days come to an end and you are laid to rest with your forefathers, then I will raise up your offspring* after you, your own son,* and I will firmly establish his kingdom.

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “one who will come out of your inward parts.”


^  (2 Sam. 7:16) Your house and your kingdom will be secure forever before you; your throne will be firmly established forever.”’”



^  (Luke 1:30-33) So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.”

Or “will conceive in your womb.”


^  (Ezek. 21:25-27) “But your day has come, O fatally wounded, wicked chieftain of Israel, the time of your final punishment. 26 This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘Remove the turban, and take off the crown. This will not remain the same. Raise up the low one, and bring low the high one. 27 A ruin, a ruin, a ruin I will make it. And it will not belong to anyone until the one who has the legal right comes, and I will give it to him.’



^  (Ps. 89:34-37) I will not violate my covenant Or change what my lips have spoken. 35 I have sworn in my holiness, once and for all; I will not tell lies to David. 36 His offspring* will endure forever; His throne will endure like the sun before me. 37 Like the moon, it will be firmly established forever As a faithful witness in the skies.” (Selah)

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***cl pp. 281-282 “You Alone Are Loyal”***


4, 5. (a) What is “loyalty”? (b) How does loyalty differ from faithfulness?

4 “Loyalty” as used in the Hebrew Scriptures is kindness that lovingly attaches itself to an object and does not let go until its purpose in connection with that object is realized. More is involved than faithfulness. After all, a person might be faithful merely out of a sense of duty. In contrast, loyalty is rooted in love.* Then, too, the word “faithful” can be applied to inanimate things. For example, the psalmist called the moon “a faithful witness in the skies” because of its regular nightly appearance. (Psalm 89:37) But the moon cannot be described as being loyal. Why? Because loyalty is an expression of love​—something that inanimate things cannot display.

The moon is called a faithful witness, but only intelligent living creatures can truly reflect Jehovah’s loyalty



5 In its Scriptural sense, loyalty is warm. Its very manifestation indicates that a relationship exists between the person who displays the quality and the one toward whom it is shown. Such loyalty is not fickle. It is not like waves of the sea blown about by changing winds. On the contrary, loyalty, or loyal love, has the stability and strength to overcome the most daunting of obstacles.





^  (Ps. 89:37) Like the moon, it will be firmly established forever As a faithful witness in the skies.” (Selah)







^  Interestingly, the word rendered “loyalty” at 2 Samuel 22:26 is elsewhere translated “loyal love.”






^ (2 Sam. 22:26) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless, mighty man, you deal blamelessly;









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 5***


5. Agree with and commend the person where possible. He may sincerely believe that his religious beliefs are correct. Build common ground first, and then progressively help him understand what the Bible teaches.










^ ***th p. 12 Appropriate Use of Visual Aids***


STUDY 9

Appropriate Use of Visual Aids



Genesis 15:5

SUMMARY: Use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Select visual aids that enhance your teaching. Use pictures, diagrams, maps, time lines, or other visual aids to highlight important points, not minor details. Help your listeners to remember not just the visual aid but the point of instruction.



	  Make sure that your listeners can see the visual aid.

Well before your presentation, ensure that any visual aids you plan to use are ready.













IN THE MINISTRY


Direct a listener’s attention to artwork in a publication, and ask him to comment on what he sees. Ask additional questions, as needed, to emphasize key ideas. When playing a video, turn the screen to face your listener. Generally, it is not necessary to talk while the video is playing.







^ (Gen. 15:5) He now brought him outside and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to do so.” Then he said to him: “So your offspring* will become.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***ijwbq article 181 What Is the Bible?***


What Is the Bible?



The Bible’s Answer

The Bible is a collection of 66 sacred books. It was written over a period of approximately 1,600 years. The Bible contains a divine message—“the word of God.”—1 Thessalonians 2:13.

In this article

	Facts about the Bible



	What is the Bible about?



	Has the Bible been changed?



	Why are there so many different translations of the Bible?



	Who decided what should be included in the Bible?



	Are there lost books of the Bible?



	How to find Bible verses



	List of Bible books





Facts about the Bible

	  Who wrote the Bible? God is the Author of the Bible, but he used approximately 40 different men to write it. Some of these men were Moses, King David, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.* God put his thoughts into the minds of the writers for them to record his message.—2 Timothy 3:16.

To illustrate: If a businessman directs his secretary to write a message on his behalf, perhaps even giving the gist of it, the businessman is still the author of the message. Likewise, even though God used men to write his message, he is the real Author of the Bible.



	  What does the word “Bible” mean? “Bible” comes from the Greek word biblia, meaning “little books.” In time, biblia came to describe the whole collection of smaller books that together make up the Bible.



	  When was the Bible written? The Bible began to be written in 1513 B.C.E. and was completed over 1,600 years later, about 98 C.E.



	  Where is the original Bible? No original Bible writings are known to have survived. This is because Bible writers used perishable materials available at the time, such as papyrus and parchment. However, professional scribes meticulously copied and recopied Bible writings for centuries, preserving their contents for future readers.



	  What are the “Old Testament” and the “New Testament”? What is commonly called the Old Testament describes the part of the Bible that was written mainly in Hebrew,* also known as the Hebrew Scriptures. What is called the New Testament refers to the section written in Greek, known as the Christian Greek Scriptures. The two parts together form one complete book, also called the Holy Scriptures.*



	  What is in the Bible? The various parts of the Bible contain history, laws, prophecy, poetry, proverbs, songs, and letters.—See “List of Bible books.”





What is the Bible about?

The Bible begins with a brief overview of the creation of the heavens and the earth by Almighty God. By means of the Bible, he introduces himself by his name, Jehovah, inviting humans to get to know him.—Psalm 83:18.

The Bible explains that God has been misrepresented, and it shows how he will restore his reputation.

The Bible reveals God’s purpose for mankind and the earth. It shows how God will eliminate the causes of human suffering in the future.

The Bible provides practical advice for daily life. Examples of this include:

	  Maintaining good relationships. “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them.”—Matthew 7:12.

Meaning: We should treat others the way we would like to be treated.



	  Dealing with stress. “Never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties.”—Matthew 6:34.

Meaning: Instead of worrying excessively about what may happen in the future, we do well to live one day at a time.



	  Enjoying a happy marriage. “Each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.”—Ephesians 5:33.

Meaning: Love and respect are vital to a successful marriage.





Has the Bible been changed?

No. Scholars have carefully compared ancient Bible manuscripts with today’s Bible and have found that the Bible’s original message is basically unchanged. This makes sense—after all, if God wants his message to be read and understood, is it not reasonable that he would ensure that the message would not be changed?*—Isaiah 40:8.

Why are there so many different translations of the Bible?

Most modern readers cannot understand ancient Bible languages. Yet the Bible has “good news” for “every nation and tribe and language.” (Revelation 14:6, footnote) For that reason, people need a translation of the Bible in a language they understand so that they can read and properly understand God’s message.

Bible translations reflect three basic styles:

	  A word-for-word translation is as literal as possible.



	  A thought-for-thought translation uses words that represent the meaning of the original-language text.



	  A paraphrase translation freely rewords the text, aiming to make it enjoyable to read. However, the freeness of paraphrased translations may at times obscure the true meaning of the passage.





A good Bible translation balances literal translation with understandable modern language to convey God’s message to mankind accurately.*

Who decided what should be included in the Bible?

As its Author, God decided what belongs in the Bible. He first chose the ancient nation of Israel to be “entrusted with the sacred pronouncements of God,” acting as custodians of the Hebrew Scriptures.—Romans 3:2.

Are there lost books of the Bible?

No. The Bible is complete; there are no “lost” books. Some may claim that certain ancient books that were long concealed rightly belong in the Bible.* However, the Bible contains its own internal measure of authenticity. (2 Timothy 1:13) Using this standard, Bible books that are inspired by God completely harmonize with one another. This cannot be said for all ancient writings that some individuals claim belong in the Bible.*

How to find Bible verses

List of Bible books

Hebrew Scriptures (“Old Testament”)


	History and laws

	Genesis



	Exodus



	Leviticus



	Numbers



	Deuteronomy







	History of the nation of Israel

	Joshua



	Judges



	Ruth



	1 and 2 Samuel



	1 and 2 Kings



	1 and 2 Chronicles



	Ezra



	Nehemiah



	Esther







	Poetry

	Job



	Psalms



	Proverbs



	Ecclesiastes



	Song of Solomon







	Prophecy

	Isaiah



	Jeremiah



	Lamentations



	Ezekiel



	Daniel



	Hosea



	Joel



	Amos



	Obadiah



	Jonah



	Micah



	Nahum



	Habakkuk



	Zephaniah



	Haggai



	Zechariah



	Malachi













Christian Greek Scriptures (“New Testament”)


	History of Jesus’ life and ministry (Gospels)

	Matthew



	Mark



	Luke



	John







	History of the early Christian congregation

	Acts







	Letters to various Christian congregations

	Romans



	1 and 2 Corinthians



	Galatians



	Ephesians



	Philippians



	Colossians



	1 and 2 Thessalonians







	Letters to individual Christians

	1 and 2 Timothy



	Titus



	Philemon







	General letters to Christians

	Hebrews



	James



	1 and 2 Peter



	1, 2, and 3 John



	Jude







	Prophecy

	Revelation















^  For a complete list of all the books of the Bible, who wrote them, and when they were written, please see “Table of the Books of the Bible.”


^  Small portions of the Bible were written in Aramaic, a language closely related to Hebrew.


^  Many Bible readers prefer the expressions “Hebrew Scriptures” and “Christian Greek Scriptures.” These terms avoid giving the impression that the “Old Testament” is outdated and was replaced by the “New Testament.”


^  See “Has the Bible Been Changed or Tampered With?”


^  Many enjoy reading the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures for its accurate rendering and readability. See “Is the New World Translation Accurate?”


^  These writings are collectively called the Apocrypha. According to the Encyclopædia Britannica, “in biblical literature, [this term refers to] works outside an accepted canon of scripture”—that is, outside the authoritative list of books belonging in the Bible.


^  To learn more, see “Apocryphal Gospels—Hidden Truths About Jesus?”






^  (1 Thess. 2:13) Indeed, that is why we also thank God unceasingly, because when you received God’s word, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but, just as it truthfully is, as the word of God, which is also at work in you believers.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^  (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^  (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^  (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^  (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^  (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”



^  (Rev. 14:6) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people.

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”


^  (Rom. 3:2) A great deal in every way. First of all, that they were entrusted with the sacred pronouncements of God.



^  (2 Tim. 1:13) Keep holding to the standard of wholesome words that you heard from me with the faith and love that result from union with Christ Jesus.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***sjj song 94 Grateful for God’s Word***


SONG 94

Grateful for God’s Word


(Philippians 2:16)


	1. Jehovah, our Father, we want to express

How grateful we are that your Word we possess!

All Scripture is inspired;

its truth has set us free.

Its light gives us knowledge; the truth we can see.



	2. Your Word has the power to reach deep inside.

Our thoughts and intentions, it helps to divide.

Your laws are clear and perfect,

your judgments ever true.

Your principles guide us in all that we do.



	3. Your Word, O Jehovah, has human appeal.

Your prophets were like us; they felt what we feel.

Please help us build a strong faith

that follows what is heard.

We thank you, Jehovah, for your precious Word!







(See also Ps. 19:9; 119:16, 162; 2 Tim. 3:16; Jas. 5:17; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Phil. 2:16) keeping a tight grip on the word of life. Then I may have reason for rejoicing in Christ’s day, knowing that I did not run in vain or work hard in vain.



^ (Ps. 19:9) The fear of Jehovah is pure, lasting forever. The judgments of Jehovah are true, altogether righteous.



^ (Ps. 119:16) I am fond of your statutes. I will not forget your word.



^ (Ps. 119:162) I rejoice over your saying Like someone who finds great spoil.



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (Jas. 5:17) E·liʹjah was a man with feelings like ours, and yet when he prayed earnestly for it not to rain, it did not rain on the land for three years and six months.



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***bt pp. 122-123 “Strengthening the Congregations”***


15, 16. What was it about Timothy that earned him such a good reputation?

15 What earned Timothy such a good reputation at his young age? Was it his intelligence, his physical appearance, or his natural abilities? Humans are often impressed by such qualities. Even the prophet Samuel was once unduly influenced by outward appearances. However, Jehovah reminded him: “The way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7) Rather than any personal attributes, Timothy had inner qualities that earned him a good name among his fellow Christians.

16 Years later, the apostle Paul made reference to some of Timothy’s spiritual qualities. Paul described Timothy’s good disposition, his self-sacrificing love, and his diligence in caring for theocratic assignments. (Phil. 2:20-22) Timothy was also known for having “unhypocritical faith.”​—2 Tim. 1:5.

17. How can young ones today imitate Timothy?

17 Today, many young ones imitate Timothy by cultivating godly qualities. They thereby make a good name with Jehovah and his people, even at an early age. (Prov. 22:1; 1 Tim. 4:15) They display unhypocritical faith, refusing to lead a double life. (Ps. 26:4) As a result, many young ones can, like Timothy, play an important role in the congregation. How they encourage all lovers of Jehovah around them when they qualify as publishers of the good news and in due time make a dedication to Jehovah and get baptized!

“Made Firm in the Faith” (Acts 16:4, 5)

18. (a) What privileges did Paul and Timothy enjoy as traveling ministers? (b) How were the congregations blessed?

18 Paul and Timothy worked together for years. As traveling ministers, they carried out various missions on behalf of the governing body. The Bible record says: “As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem.” (Acts 16:4) Evidently, the congregations did follow the direction from the apostles and elders in Jerusalem. As a result of such obedience, “the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.”​—Acts 16:5.

19, 20. Why should Christians be obedient to “those who are taking the lead”?

19 Similarly, Jehovah’s Witnesses today enjoy the blessings that come from submissively obeying the direction received from “those who are taking the lead” among them. (Heb. 13:17) Because the scene of the world is always changing, it is vital that Christians keep pace with the spiritual food provided by “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45; 1 Cor. 7:29-31) Doing so can prevent spiritual calamity and help us to remain without spot from the world.​—Jas. 1:27.

20 True, modern-day Christian overseers, including members of the Governing Body, are imperfect, as were Paul, Barnabas, Mark, and other anointed elders in the first century. (Rom. 5:12; Jas. 3:2) But because the Governing Body strictly follows God’s Word and sticks to the pattern set by the apostles, they prove themselves trustworthy. (2 Tim. 1:13, 14) As a result, the congregations are being strengthened and made firm in the faith.

TIMOTHY SLAVES “TO ADVANCE THE GOOD NEWS”


Timothy was a highly valued assistant to the apostle Paul. After the two men had worked side by side for some 11 years, Paul could write concerning Timothy: “I have no one else of a disposition like his who will genuinely care for your concerns. . . . You know the proof he gave of himself, that like a child with a father he slaved with me to advance the good news.” (Phil. 2:20, 22) Timothy readily gave of himself in order to promote the preaching work, thus endearing himself to Paul and setting a fine example for us.

The son of a Greek father and a Jewish mother, Timothy seems to have been raised in Lystra. From infancy, Timothy had been taught the Scriptures by his mother, Eunice, and his grandmother Lois. (Acts 16:1, 3; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14, 15) Along with them, Timothy likely accepted Christianity during Paul’s first visit to Timothy’s hometown.

By the time Paul returned some years later, Timothy, then possibly in his late teens or early 20’s, was already “well-reported-on by the brothers in Lystra and Iconium.” (Acts 16:2) God’s spirit had inspired “prophecies” about the young man, and in harmony with them, Paul and the local elders recommended that Timothy undertake a special form of service. (1 Tim. 1:18; 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6) He was to accompany Paul as a missionary companion. Timothy would have to leave his family, and in order to eliminate a possible cause for complaint among the Jews whom Timothy would be visiting, he had to submit to circumcision.​—Acts 16:3.

Timothy traveled extensively. He preached with Paul and Silas in Philippi, with Silas in Beroea, then alone in Thessalonica. When he again met up with Paul in Corinth, Timothy brought good news about the love and faithfulness shown by the Thessalonians despite their tribulation. (Acts 16:6–17:14; 1 Thess. 3:2-6) On receiving disturbing news about the Corinthians, Paul, then in Ephesus, considered sending Timothy back to Corinth. (1 Cor. 4:17) From Ephesus, Paul later dispatched Timothy and Erastus to Macedonia. But when Paul wrote to the Romans, Timothy was back with him in Corinth. (Acts 19:22; Rom. 16:21) These are just some of the journeys that Timothy undertook for the sake of the good news.

That Timothy may have been somewhat hesitant in exercising his authority is indicated by Paul’s encouragement: “Never let anyone look down on your youth.” (1 Tim. 4:12) But Paul could confidently dispatch Timothy to a troubled congregation with the instructions: “Command certain ones not to teach different doctrine.” (1 Tim. 1:3) Paul also gave Timothy authority to appoint overseers and ministerial servants in the congregation.​—1 Tim. 5:22.

Timothy’s excellent qualities endeared him to Paul. The Scriptures reveal that the younger man was a close, faithful, and affectionate companion, like a son. Paul could write that he remembered Timothy’s tears, longed to see him, and prayed for him. Like a concerned father, Paul also gave Timothy advice about his “frequent cases of sickness”​—apparently stomach problems.​—1 Tim. 5:23; 2 Tim. 1:3, 4.

During Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome, Timothy was by his side. At least for a period, Timothy too endured prison bonds. (Philem. 1; Heb. 13:23) The depth of feeling between these two men can be gauged by the fact that when Paul perceived that his own death was near, he summoned Timothy: “Do your utmost to come to me shortly.” (2 Tim. 4:6-9) Whether Timothy arrived in time to see his beloved mentor again is not revealed in the Scriptures.





MARK ENJOYS MANY PRIVILEGES


Mark’s Gospel relates that those who arrested Jesus also tried to seize “a certain young man” who escaped and “got away naked.” (Mark 14:51, 52) Since Mark, also known as John Mark, is the only one who records this story, the young man may have been the writer himself. If so, Mark had at least some personal contact with Jesus.

Some 11 years later, during Herod Agrippa’s persecution of the Christians, “quite a few” members of the Jerusalem congregation gathered in the home of Mary, Mark’s mother, to pray. It was to her home that the apostle Peter made his way when he was miraculously freed from prison. (Acts 12:12) Thus, Mark may have grown up in a house that was later used for Christian meetings. He no doubt knew Jesus’ early disciples well, and they had a good influence on him.

Mark served side by side with a number of the overseers of early Christian congregations. His first service privilege, as far as we know, was that of working with his cousin Barnabas and the apostle Paul in their assignment at Antioch of Syria. (Acts 12:25) When Barnabas and Paul embarked on their first missionary journey, Mark traveled with them, first to Cyprus and then on to Asia Minor. From there, Mark returned to Jerusalem for unspecified reasons. (Acts 13:4, 13) After a disagreement between Barnabas and Paul concerning Mark, as described in Acts chapter 15, Mark and Barnabas continued their missionary service in Cyprus.​—Acts 15:36-39.

All memories of that disagreement must have been long put behind them by 60 or 61 C.E. when Mark was once again working alongside Paul, this time in Rome. Paul, who was a prisoner in that city, wrote to the congregation in Colossae: “Aristarchus, my fellow captive, sends you his greetings, and so does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you received instructions to welcome him if he comes to you).” (Col. 4:10) So Paul was thinking of sending John Mark from Rome to Colossae as his representative.

Sometime between 62 and 64 C.E., Mark worked with the apostle Peter in Babylon. As noted in Chapter 10 of this publication, they developed a close relationship, for Peter referred to the younger man as “Mark, my son.”​—1 Pet. 5:13.

Finally, in about 65 C.E. when the apostle Paul was imprisoned for a second time in Rome, he wrote to his fellow worker Timothy, who was in Ephesus: “Bring Mark along with you, for he is helpful to me in the ministry.” (2 Tim. 4:11) Doubtless, Mark responded readily to that invitation and made his way from Ephesus back to Rome. No wonder this man was highly appreciated by Barnabas, Paul, and Peter!

The greatest of all Mark’s privileges was his being inspired by Jehovah to write a Gospel account. Tradition has it that Mark received much of his information from the apostle Peter. The facts seem to support this view, for Mark’s account contains firsthand details that an eyewitness, such as Peter, would have known. However, it would appear that Mark penned his Gospel in Rome, not in Babylon when he was with Peter. Mark uses many Latin expressions and translates Hebrew terms that would otherwise be difficult for non-Jews to understand, so it seems that he wrote primarily for Gentile readers.









^  (1 Sam. 16:7) But Jehovah said to Samuel: “Do not pay attention to his appearance and how tall he is, for I have rejected him. For the way man sees is not the way God sees, because mere man sees what appears to the eyes, but Jehovah sees into the heart.”



^  (Phil. 2:20-22) For I have no one else of a disposition like his who will genuinely care for your concerns. 21 For all the others are seeking their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. 22 But you know the proof he gave of himself, that like a child with a father he slaved with me to advance the good news.



^  (2 Tim. 1:5) For I recall your unhypocritical faith, which dwelled first in your grandmother Loʹis and your mother Euʹnice, but which I am confident is also in you.



^  (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^  (1 Tim. 4:15) Ponder over these things; be absorbed in them, so that your advancement may be plainly seen by all people.



^  (Ps. 26:4) I do not associate* with deceitful men, And I avoid those who hide what they are.*

Lit., “sit.”
Or “I do not mingle with hypocrites.”


^ (Acts 16:4, 5) As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.



^  (Acts 16:4) As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem.



^  (Acts 16:5) Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.



^  (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”


^  (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^  (1 Cor. 7:29-31) Moreover, this I say, brothers, the time left is reduced. From now on, let those who have wives be as though they had none, 30 and those who weep as those who do not weep, and those who rejoice as those who do not rejoice, and those who buy as those who do not possess, 31 and those making use of the world as those not using it to the full; for the scene of this world is changing.



^  (Jas. 1:27) The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “The religion.”


^  (Rom. 5:12) That is why, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because they had all sinned—.



^  (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^  (2 Tim. 1:13, 14) Keep holding to the standard of wholesome words that you heard from me with the faith and love that result from union with Christ Jesus. 14 Guard this fine trust by means of the holy spirit, which is dwelling in us.



^ (Phil. 2:20) For I have no one else of a disposition like his who will genuinely care for your concerns.



^ (Phil. 2:22) But you know the proof he gave of himself, that like a child with a father he slaved with me to advance the good news.



^ (Acts 16:1) So he arrived at Derʹbe and also at Lysʹtra. And a disciple named Timothy was there, the son of a believing Jewish woman but of a Greek father,



^ (Acts 16:3) Paul expressed the desire for Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.



^ (2 Tim. 1:5) For I recall your unhypocritical faith, which dwelled first in your grandmother Loʹis and your mother Euʹnice, but which I am confident is also in you.



^ (2 Tim. 3:14, 15) You, however, continue in the things that you learned and were persuaded to believe, knowing from whom you learned them 15 and that from infancy you have known the holy writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.



^ (Acts 16:2) and he was well-reported-on by the brothers in Lysʹtra and I·coʹni·um.



^ (1 Tim. 1:18) This instruction I entrust to you, my child Timothy, in harmony with the prophecies that were made about you, that by these you may go on waging the fine warfare,



^ (1 Tim. 4:14) Do not neglect the gift in you that was given you through a prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you.



^ (2 Tim. 1:6) For this reason I remind you to stir up like a fire the gift of God that is in you through the laying of my hands on you.



^ (Acts 16:3) Paul expressed the desire for Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.



^ (Acts 16:6-17:14) Moreover, they traveled through Phrygʹi·a and the country of Ga·laʹti·a, because* they were forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia. 7 Further, when they came down to Mysʹi·a, they made efforts to go into Bi·thynʹi·a, but the spirit of Jesus did not permit them. 8 So they passed by Mysʹi·a and came down to Troʹas. 9 And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.” 10 As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis; 12 and from there we went to Phi·lipʹpi, a colony, which is the principal city of the district of Mac·e·doʹni·a. We stayed in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come. 16 Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. Finally Paul got tired of it and turned and said to the spirit: “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 19 Well, when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the rulers. 20 Leading them up to the civil magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city very much. They are Jews, 21 and they are proclaiming customs that it is not lawful for us to adopt or practice, seeing that we are Romans.” 22 And the crowd rose up together against them, and the civil magistrates, after tearing the garments off them, gave the command to beat them with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to guard them securely. 24 Because he got such an order, he threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were shaken. Moreover, all the doors were instantly opened, and everyone’s bonds came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, assuming that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out with a loud voice: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” 29 So he asked for lights and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 He brought them outside and said: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” 31 They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God. 35 When it became day, the civil magistrates sent the constables to say: “Release those men.” 36 The jailer reported their words to Paul: “The civil magistrates have sent men to have you two released. So come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them: “They flogged us publicly, uncondemned,* though we are Romans, and threw us into prison. Are they now throwing us out secretly? No, indeed! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 38 The constables reported these words to the civil magistrates. These grew fearful when they heard that the men were Romans. 39 So they came and pleaded with them, and after escorting them out, they requested them to depart from the city. 40 But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed. 
17 They now traveled through Am·phipʹo·lis and Ap·ol·loʹni·a and came to Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.” 4 As a result, some of them became believers and associated themselves with Paul and Silas, and so did a great multitude of the Greeks who worshipped God, along with quite a few of the principal women. 5 But the Jews, getting jealous, gathered together some wicked men who were loitering at the marketplace and formed a mob and proceeded to throw the city into an uproar. They assaulted the house of Jaʹson and were seeking to have Paul and Silas brought out to the mob. 6 When they did not find them, they dragged Jaʹson and some of the brothers to the city rulers, crying out: “These men who have overturned* the inhabited earth are present here also, 7 and Jaʹson has received them as his guests. All these men act in opposition to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king, Jesus.” 8 When they heard these things, the crowd and the city rulers were alarmed; 9 and after taking sufficient security* from Jaʹson and the others, they let them go. 10 Immediately by night the brothers sent both Paul and Silas to Be·roeʹa. On arriving, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, for they accepted the word with the greatest eagerness of mind, carefully examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 12 Therefore, many of them became believers, and so did quite a few of the reputable Greek women as well as some of the men. 13 But when the Jews from Thes·sa·lo·niʹca learned that the word of God was also being proclaimed by Paul in Be·roeʹa, they came there to incite and agitate the crowds. 14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul away to the sea, but both Silas and Timothy remained behind there.

Or “and.”
Or “without a trial.”
Or “stirred up trouble throughout.”
Or “after taking bail.”


^ (1 Thess. 3:2-6) and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s minister in the good news about the Christ, to make you firm* and comfort you regarding your faith, 3 so that no one might be shaken* by these tribulations. For you yourselves know that we cannot avoid suffering such things. 4 For when we were with you, we used to tell you in advance that we would suffer tribulation, and that is what has happened, just as you know. 5 That is why, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn of your faithfulness, in case somehow the Tempter might have tempted you, and our labor might have turned out to be in vain. 6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has given us the good news about your faithfulness and love, that you always continue to remember us fondly and that you long to see us in the same way as we also do you.

Or “to strengthen you.”
Lit., “swayed.”


^ (1 Cor. 4:17) That is why I am sending Timothy to you, because he is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord. He will remind you of my methods in connection with Christ Jesus, just as I am teaching everywhere in every congregation.



^ (Acts 19:22) So he sent to Mac·e·doʹni·a two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and E·rasʹtus, but he himself stayed on for some time in the province of Asia.



^ (Rom. 16:21) Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you, and so do Lucius, Jaʹson, and So·sipʹa·ter, my relatives.



^ (1 Tim. 4:12) Never let anyone look down on your youth. Instead, become an example to the faithful ones in speaking, in conduct, in love, in faith, in chasteness.



^ (1 Tim. 1:3) Just as I encouraged you to stay in Ephʹe·sus when I was about to go to Mac·e·doʹni·a, so I do now, in order for you to command certain ones not to teach different doctrine,



^ (1 Tim. 5:22) Never lay your hands hastily on any man; neither become a sharer in the sins of others; keep yourself chaste.



^ (1 Tim. 5:23) Do not drink water any longer,* but take a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent cases of sickness.

Or “Stop drinking just water.”


^ (2 Tim. 1:3, 4) I am grateful to God, to whom I am rendering sacred service as my forefathers did, and with a clean conscience, never ceasing to remember you in my supplications night and day. 4 As I remember your tears, I am longing to see you, so that I may get filled with joy.



^ (Philem. 1) Paul, a prisoner for the sake of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, to Phi·leʹmon our beloved fellow worker,



^ (Heb. 13:23) I want you to know that our brother Timothy has been released. If he comes soon, I will be with him when I see you.



^ (2 Tim. 4:6-9) For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my releasing is imminent. 7 I have fought the fine fight, I have run the race to the finish, I have observed the faith.* 8 From this time on, there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me as a reward in that day, yet not to me only, but also to all those who have loved his manifestation. 9 Do your utmost to come to me shortly.

Or “I have maintained faithfulness.”


^ (Mark 14:51, 52) However, a certain young man wearing only a fine linen garment over his naked body began to follow him nearby, and they tried to seize him, 52 but he left his linen garment behind and got away naked.



^ (Acts 12:12) After he realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John who was called Mark, where quite a few were gathered together and were praying.



^ (Acts 12:25) As for Barʹna·bas and Saul, after fully carrying out the relief work in Jerusalem, they returned and took along with them John, the one also called Mark.



^ (Acts 13:4) So these men, sent out by the holy spirit, went down to Se·leuʹcia, and from there they sailed away to Cyʹprus.



^ (Acts 13:13) Now Paul and his companions put out to sea from Paʹphos and arrived at Perga in Pam·phylʹi·a. But John left them and returned to Jerusalem.



^ (Acts 15:1-41) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue. 3 So after being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoe·niʹcia and Sa·marʹi·a, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers. 4 On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them. 5 But some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: “It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.” 6 So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter. 7 After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith. 10 So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” 12 At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.” 22 Then the apostles and the elders, together with the whole congregation, decided to send chosen men from among them to Antioch, along with Paul and Barʹna·bas; they sent Judas who was called Barʹsab·bas and Silas, who were leading men among the brothers. 23 They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions, 25 we have come to a unanimous decision to choose men to send to you together with our beloved Barʹna·bas and Paul, 26 men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We are therefore sending Judas and Silas, so that they also may report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!” 30 So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, since they were also prophets, encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them. 33 After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 —— 35 But Paul and Barʹna·bas stayed in Antioch, teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah. 36 After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” 37 Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus. 40 Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah. 41 He went through Syria and Ci·liʹcia, strengthening the congregations.

Or “from generations of old.”
Or possibly, “by all means.”


^ (Acts 15:36-39) After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” 37 Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus.

Or possibly, “by all means.”


^ (Col. 4:10) Ar·is·tarʹchus, my fellow captive, sends you his greetings, and so does Mark, the cousin of Barʹna·bas (concerning whom you received instructions to welcome him if he comes to you),



^ (1 Pet. 5:13) She who is in Babylon, a chosen one like you, sends you her greetings, and so does Mark, my son.



^ (2 Tim. 4:11) Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark along with you, for he is helpful to me in the ministry.









^ ***sjj song 133 Worship Jehovah During Youth***


SONG 133

Worship Jehovah During Youth


(Ecclesiastes 12:1)


	1. Precious to God, we are daughters and sons,

Giving our strength as his faithful young ones.

Loving attention to us he will give,

Blessing our days for as long as we live.



	2. Honoring parents who care for our lives

Helps us express what we’re feeling inside.

Then we find favor with God and with men,

Drawing us close to Jehovah, our Friend.



	3. May we remember our God in our youth,

Growing each day in our love of the truth.

Giving our best to our God, we will bring

Joy to the heart of Jehovah, our King.







(See also Ps. 71:17; Lam. 3:27; Eph. 6:1-3.)





^ (Eccl. 12:1) Remember, then, your Grand Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of distress* come and the years arrive when you will say: “I have no pleasure in them”;

Or “the calamitous days.”


^ (Ps. 71:17) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works.



^ (Lam. 3:27) Good it is for a man to carry the yoke during his youth.



^ (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”














^ ***sjj song 140 Life Without End—At Last!***


SONG 140

Life Without End​—At Last!


(John 3:16)


	1. Can you see with your mind’s eye,

Peoples dwelling together?

Sorrow has passed. Peace at last!

Life without tears or pain.

(CHORUS)

Sing out with joy of heart!

You too can have a part.

Live for the day when you’ll say,

“Life without end, at last!”





	2. In those days all will be young,

All at peace with Jehovah.

Troubles are gone, from now on,

No need to weep or fear.

(CHORUS)

Sing out with joy of heart!

You too can have a part.

Live for the day when you’ll say,

“Life without end, at last!”





	3. Paradise all will enjoy

As we sing of God’s glory.

Long as we live, we will give

Honor and praise to God.

(CHORUS)

Sing out with joy of heart!

You too can have a part.

Live for the day when you’ll say,

“Life without end, at last!”









(See also Job 33:25; Ps. 72:7; Rev. 21:4.)





^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Job 33:25) Let his flesh become fresher* than in youth; Let him return to the days of his youthful vigor.’

Or “healthier.”


^ (Ps. 72:7) In his days the righteous will flourish,* And peace will abound until the moon is no more.

Lit., “sprout.”


^ (Rev. 21:4) And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”









^ ***wp19 No. 3 p. 5 The Search for Long Life***


Not all scientists agree that antiaging treatments can prolong human life far beyond what is attainable today. True, human life expectancy has steadily increased since the 19th century. But this is mainly due to better hygiene, successful measures against infectious diseases, and the use of antibiotics and vaccines. Some geneticists believe that the human life span has more or less reached its natural limit.

About 3,500 years ago, the Bible writer Moses acknowledged: “The span of our life is 70 years, or 80 if one is especially strong. But they are filled with trouble and sorrow; they quickly pass by, and away we fly.” (Psalm 90:10) Despite man’s efforts to extend our life span, life remains basically the way Moses described it.

On the other hand, creatures like the red sea urchin or one species of the quahog clam can live over 200 years, and trees like the giant sequoia can live thousands of years. When we compare our life span with that of these and other living things, do we not wonder, ‘Is this life of 70 or 80 years all there is?’





^ (Ps. 90:10) The span of our life is 70 years, Or 80 if one is especially strong.* But they are filled with trouble and sorrow; They quickly pass by, and away we fly.

Or “because of special mightiness.”








^ ***wp19 No. 1 p. 5 What Is God’s Name?***

WHERE DID GOD COME FROM?


That is a question many have wondered about. Perhaps you have too. It might be put this way: If the universe and everything in it had to have a cause or a creator, where did God come from?

Scientists generally agree that the material universe had a beginning. In harmony with this basic concept, the first verse of the Bible says: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”​—Genesis 1:1.

The universe could not have created itself; it could not have come from nothing. Nothing cannot produce something. If nothing existed before the beginning of the universe, there would be no universe today. Though it is hard for us to comprehend fully, an eternal, nonmaterial first cause was necessary. Jehovah God, an infinitely powerful and wise spirit being, is that First Cause.​—John 4:24.

The Bible says of God: “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the productive land, from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.” (Psalm 90:2) Thus, God himself has always existed. Then, “in the beginning” he created the material universe.​—Revelation 4:11.







^ (Gen. 1:1) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.



^ (John 4:24) God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^ (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.








^ ***w22 June p. 18 How Love Helps Us to Overcome Fear***


16. How does Satan try to exploit our natural fear of death?

16 Satan knows that we cherish our life. He claims, however, that we would sacrifice everything we have​—even our friendship with Jehovah—​just to preserve our present life. (Job 2:4, 5) How wrong Satan is! Still, since he is “the one having the means to cause death,” Satan tries to exploit our natural fear of death in order to make us abandon Jehovah. (Heb. 2:14, 15) In some cases, Satan’s agents threaten to kill Jehovah’s worshippers if they do not renounce their faith. In other cases, Satan may take advantage of a life-threatening medical situation to try to get us to compromise. Medical doctors or unbelieving family members may pressure us to accept a blood transfusion, which would violate God’s law. Or someone may try to persuade us to consider another therapy that goes against Scriptural principles.

17. In line with Romans 8:37-39, why is there no need to fear death?

17 Although we do not want to die, we know that Jehovah will not stop loving us if our life should end. (Read Romans 8:37-39.) When Jehovah’s friends die, he keeps them in his memory, as if they were still alive. (Luke 20:37, 38) He longs to bring them back to life. (Job 14:15) Jehovah has paid a high price so that we “might . . . have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) We know how deeply Jehovah loves us and cares for us. So rather than abandon Jehovah when we are sick or threatened with death, we turn to him for comfort, wisdom, and strength. That is exactly what Valérie and her husband did.​—Ps. 41:3.





^  (Job 2:4, 5) But Satan answered Jehovah: “Skin for skin. A man will give everything that he has for his life.* 5 But, for a change, stretch out your hand and strike his bone and flesh, and he will surely curse you to your very face.”

Or “soul.”


^  (Heb. 2:14, 15) Therefore, since the “young children” are sharers of blood and flesh, he also similarly shared in the same things, so that through his death he might bring to nothing the one having the means to cause death, that is, the Devil, 15 and that he might set free* all those who were held in slavery all their lives by their fear of death.

Or “emancipate.”


^ (Rom. 8:37-39) On the contrary, in all these things we are coming off completely victorious through the one who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers 39 nor height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



^  (Rom. 8:37-39) On the contrary, in all these things we are coming off completely victorious through the one who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor governments nor things now here nor things to come nor powers 39 nor height nor depth nor any other creation will be able to separate us from God’s love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.



^  (Luke 20:37, 38) But that the dead are raised up, even Moses made known in the account about the thornbush, when he calls Jehovah ‘the God of Abraham and God of Isaac and God of Jacob.’ 38 He is a God, not of the dead, but of the living, for they are all living to him.”



^  (Job 14:15) You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “yearn.”


^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^  (Ps. 41:3) Jehovah will sustain him on his sickbed; During his sickness you will completely change his bed.









^ ***wp17 No. 5 p. 5 Do You Have a Guardian Angel?***


COVER SUBJECT | ANGELS​—ARE THEY REAL? WHY IT MATTERS

Do You Have a Guardian Angel?



The Bible does not teach that each individual has a guardian angel. True, Jesus once said: “See that you do not despise one of these little ones [Christ’s disciples], for I tell you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 18:10) However, rather than implying that each person has a guardian angel, Jesus was simply saying that angels take an active interest in each of his disciples. Hence, true worshippers do not take unwise and careless risks, presuming that God’s angels will protect them.

Does that mean that angels do not help humans? No. (Psalm 91:11) Some feel quite strongly that God has provided them with angelic protection and guidance. Kenneth, mentioned in the opening article, is one who feels that way. Though we cannot be dogmatic, he may be correct. Jehovah’s Witnesses frequently see evidence of angelic intervention as they engage in their preaching work. However, because angels are invisible, we cannot say to what extent God uses them in helping individuals with various matters. Nevertheless, we cannot go wrong by thanking the Almighty for whatever support he may have provided.​—Colossians 3:15; James 1:17, 18.





^ (Matt. 18:10) See that you do not despise one of these little ones, for I tell you that their angels in heaven always look upon the face of my Father who is in heaven.



^ (Ps. 91:11) For he will give his angels a command concerning you, To guard you in all your ways.



^ (Col. 3:15) Also, let the peace of the Christ rule in your hearts, for you were called to that peace in one body. And show yourselves thankful.



^ (Jas. 1:17, 18) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.* 18 It was his will to bring us forth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”








^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***lmd lesson 1 point 3-point 3b***


3. Be flexible. Do not insist on starting a conversation on a topic you had in mind. Start with something that others are thinking about today. Ask yourself:

	               ‘What is in the news?’



	               ‘What are my neighbors, coworkers, or classmates talking about?’












^ ***lmd lesson 1 point 4-point 4c***


4. Be observant. Ask yourself:

	               ‘What is the person currently doing? What might he be thinking about?’



	               ‘What do the person’s clothing, appearance, or home tell me about his beliefs or culture?’



	               ‘Is this a good time to talk to the person?’












^ ***lmd Truths We Love to Teach***


	5. You can live forever on earth.​—Ps. 37:29; Matt. 5:5.









^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Matt. 5:5) “Happy are the mild-tempered, since they will inherit the earth.









^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***sjj song 158 “It Will Not Be Late!”***


SONG 158

“It Will Not Be Late!”


(Habakkuk 2:3)


	1. Beauty fills the earth,

wonder fills our mind—

The work of your hands

so patiently designed.

Though the world may change,

you remain the same.

You patiently wait

to make it new again.

(CHORUS)

Father, we long to see

Paradise come to be.

Give us the patience to wait.

We know your day will come,

sure as the rising sun.

No matter how long it takes,

“It will not be late!”





	2. Faithfully we wait

for the dead to rise.

Jehovah, you yearn

to bring them back to life.

Father, we well know

how you loved them so.

Instill in our hearts

the patience you have shown.

(CHORUS)

Father, we long to see

Paradise come to be.

Give us the patience to wait.

We know your day will come,

sure as the rising sun.

No matter how long it takes,

“It will not be late!”





	3. Patiently you search;

honest hearts you find.

You heal them with hope

and long to give them life.

Working by your side,

sharing what is true,

We use our time well.

It draws us close to you.

(CHORUS)

Father, we long to see

Paradise come to be.

Give us the patience to wait.

We know your day will come,

sure as the rising sun.

No matter how long it takes,

“It will not be late!”

Father, please help us to wait!









(See also Col. 1:11.)





^ (Hab. 2:3) For the vision is yet for its appointed time, And it is rushing toward its end,* and it will not lie. Even if it should delay,* keep in expectation of it!* For it will without fail come true. It will not be late!

Or “fulfillment.”
Or “if it seems to delay.”
Or “wait eagerly for it!”


^ (Col. 1:11) and may you be strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may endure fully with patience and joy,









^ ***bt pp. 125-126 “Step Over Into Macedonia”***


1-3. (a) How did Paul and his companions experience the direction of the holy spirit? (b) What events will we consider?

A GROUP of women leave the city of Philippi in Macedonia. Before long, they reach the narrow river Gangites. As is their custom, they sit down at the river bank to pray to the God of Israel. Jehovah observes them.​—2 Chron. 16:9; Ps. 65:2.

2 Meanwhile, more than 500 miles (800 km) east of Philippi, a group of men leave the city of Lystra in southern Galatia. Days later, they reach a paved Roman highway leading westward to the most populated region of the district of Asia. The men​—Paul, Silas, and Timothy—​are eager to travel down that road so as to visit Ephesus and other cities where thousands of people need to hear about Christ. Yet, even before they can start the journey, the holy spirit stops them in some undisclosed manner. They are forbidden to preach in Asia. Why? Jesus​—by means of God’s spirit—​wants to guide Paul’s party all the way through Asia Minor, across the Aegean Sea, and onward to the banks of that little river named Gangites.

3 The way that Jesus guided Paul and his companions during that unusual journey into Macedonia contains valuable lessons for us today. Therefore, let us review some of the events that occurred during Paul’s second missionary tour, which began in about 49 C.E.

“God Had Summoned Us” (Acts 16:6-15)

4, 5. (a) What happened to Paul’s party near Bithynia? (b) What decision did the disciples make, and with what result?

4 Prevented from preaching in Asia, Paul and his companions turned northward to preach in the cities of Bithynia. To get there, they may have walked for days on unpaved trails between the sparsely populated regions of Phrygia and Galatia. However, when they neared Bithynia, Jesus again used the holy spirit to block them. (Acts 16:6, 7) By then, the men must have been puzzled. They knew what to preach and how to preach, but they did not know where to preach. They had knocked, as it were, on the door leading to Asia​—but in vain. They had knocked on the door leading to Bithynia​—again in vain. Still, Paul was determined to keep on knocking until he found a door that would open. The men then made a decision that might have seemed erratic. They turned west and walked for 350 miles (550 km), bypassing city after city until they reached the port of Troas, the natural gateway to Macedonia. (Acts 16:8) There, for the third time, Paul knocked on a door, and​—yes!​—it swung wide open.

5 The Gospel writer Luke, who joined Paul’s party at Troas, reports what happened: “During the night a vision appeared to Paul​—a Macedonian man was standing there urging him and saying: ‘Step over into Macedonia and help us.’ As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Macedonia, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them.”* (Acts 16:9, 10) Finally, Paul knew where to preach. How happy Paul must have felt that he had not given up halfway through the journey! Immediately, the four men sailed for Macedonia.





^  (2 Chron. 16:9) For the eyes of Jehovah are roving about through all the earth to show his strength* in behalf of those whose heart is complete toward* him. You have acted foolishly in this matter; from now on there will be wars against you.”

Or “support.”
Or “completely devoted to.”


^  (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (Acts 16:6-15) Moreover, they traveled through Phrygʹi·a and the country of Ga·laʹti·a, because* they were forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia. 7 Further, when they came down to Mysʹi·a, they made efforts to go into Bi·thynʹi·a, but the spirit of Jesus did not permit them. 8 So they passed by Mysʹi·a and came down to Troʹas. 9 And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.” 10 As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis; 12 and from there we went to Phi·lipʹpi, a colony, which is the principal city of the district of Mac·e·doʹni·a. We stayed in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come.

Or “and.”


^  (Acts 16:6, 7) Moreover, they traveled through Phrygʹi·a and the country of Ga·laʹti·a, because* they were forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia. 7 Further, when they came down to Mysʹi·a, they made efforts to go into Bi·thynʹi·a, but the spirit of Jesus did not permit them.

Or “and.”


^  (Acts 16:8) So they passed by Mysʹi·a and came down to Troʹas.



^  (Acts 16:9, 10) And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.” 10 As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them.







^  See the box “Luke​—The Writer of Acts.”









^ ***bt p. 128 “Step Over Into Macedonia”***

LUKE​—THE WRITER OF ACTS


Up to chapter 16, verse 9, the book of Acts is narrated strictly in the third person. That is, the writer limits himself to reporting what others said and did. At Acts 16:10, 11, however, there is a change in that style. In verse 11, for instance, the writer says: “We put out to sea from Troas and made a straight run to Samothrace.” This is where Luke, the writer, joined the action. But since Luke’s name does not appear anywhere in Acts of Apostles, how do we know that he was, in fact, the writer?

The answer lies in the introductions to the book of Acts and Luke’s Gospel. Both introductions are addressed to a certain “Theophilus.” (Luke 1:1, 3; Acts 1:1) The opening words of Acts read: “The first account, O Theophilus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach.” Since ancient authorities agree that “the first account,” the Gospel, was written by Luke, he must also have written Acts.

We do not know very much about Luke. His name appears only three times in the Bible. The apostle Paul calls Luke “the beloved physician” and one of his own “fellow workers.” (Col. 4:14; Philem. 24) The “we” sections of the book of Acts​—those in which Luke includes himself in the narrative—​indicate that Luke first accompanied the apostle Paul from Troas to Philippi in about 50 C.E. but that when Paul left Philippi, Luke was no longer with him. The two men met up again in Philippi in about 56 C.E. and traveled with seven other brothers from Philippi to Jerusalem, where Paul was arrested. Two years later, Luke accompanied Paul, who was still in chains, from Caesarea to Rome. (Acts 16:10-17, 40; 20:5–21:17; 24:27; 27:1–28:16) When Paul, who had been jailed for a second time in Rome, perceived that his execution was near, “only Luke” was with him. (2 Tim. 4:6, 11) It is clear that Luke traveled long distances and was willing to suffer hardships for the sake of the good news.

Luke did not claim to have witnessed what he wrote about Jesus. On the contrary, he said that he undertook “to compile an account of the facts” based on the accounts of “eyewitnesses.” Moreover, he “traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order.” (Luke 1:1-3) The results of Luke’s labors show that he was a careful researcher. Perhaps he conducted interviews with Elizabeth, with Jesus’ mother, Mary, and with others in order to collect his material. Much of what he wrote is unique among the Gospel accounts.​—Luke 1:5-80.

Paul stated that Luke was a physician, and a doctor’s interest in those who suffer can be perceived in what he wrote. Just to mention a few examples: Luke noted that when Jesus cured a demon-possessed man, “the demon came out of him without hurting him”; that the apostle Peter’s mother-in-law was distressed with “a high fever”; and that a woman whom Jesus helped had been afflicted with “a spirit of weakness for 18 years; and she was bent double and was unable to straighten up at all.”​—Luke 4:35, 38; 13:11.

Clearly, Luke put “the work of the Lord” first in his life. (1 Cor. 15:58) His objective was, not to pursue a secular career or prominence, but simply to help others know and serve Jehovah.







^ (Acts 16:9) And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.”



^ (Acts 16:10, 11) As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis;



^ (Acts 16:11) So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis;



^ (Luke 1:1) Seeing that many have undertaken to compile an account of the facts that are given full credence among us,



^ (Luke 1:3) I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,



^ (Acts 1:1) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach



^ (Col. 4:14) Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and so does Deʹmas.



^ (Philem. 24) also Mark, Ar·is·tarʹchus, Deʹmas, and Luke, my fellow workers.



^ (Acts 16:10-17) As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis; 12 and from there we went to Phi·lipʹpi, a colony, which is the principal city of the district of Mac·e·doʹni·a. We stayed in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come. 16 Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.”



^ (Acts 16:40) But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.



^ (Acts 20:5-21:17) These men went on ahead and were waiting for us in Troʹas; 6 but we put out to sea from Phi·lipʹpi after the days of the Unleavened Bread, and within five days we came to them in Troʹas, and there we spent seven days. 7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to have a meal, Paul began addressing them, as he was going to depart the next day; and he prolonged his speech until midnight. 8 So there were quite a few lamps in the upper room where we were gathered together. 9 Seated at the window, a young man named Euʹty·chus sank into a deep sleep while Paul kept talking, and overcome by sleep, he fell down from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 But Paul went downstairs, threw himself on him and embraced him, and said: “Stop making a commotion, for he is alive.” 11 He then went upstairs and began the meal and ate. He continued conversing for quite a while, until daybreak, and then he departed. 12 So they took the boy away alive and were comforted beyond measure. 13 We now went ahead to the ship and set sail for Asʹsos, where we were intending to take Paul aboard, for after giving instructions to this effect, he was intending to go there on foot. 14 So when he caught up with us in Asʹsos, we took him aboard and went to Mit·y·leʹne. 15 And sailing away from there the next day, we arrived off Chiʹos, but the day after that, we touched at Saʹmos, and on the following day, we arrived at Mi·leʹtus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephʹe·sus so as not to spend any time in the province of Asia, for he was hurrying to get to Jerusalem on the day of the Festival of Pentecost if he possibly could. 17 However, from Mi·leʹtus he sent word to Ephʹe·sus and called for the elders of the congregation. 18 When they came to him, he said to them: “You well know how I conducted myself among you from the first day I stepped into the province of Asia, 19 slaving for the Lord with all humility and with tears and trials that befell me by the plots of the Jews, 20 while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house. 21 But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 And now look! bound in the spirit, I am traveling to Jerusalem, although not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that from city to city the holy spirit repeatedly bears witness to me, saying that imprisonment and tribulations are waiting for me. 24 Nevertheless, I do not consider my own life of any importance to me,* if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear thorough witness to the good news of the undeserved kindness of God. 25 “And now look! I know that none of you among whom I preached the Kingdom will ever see my face again. 26 So I call you to witness this very day that I am clean from the blood of all men, 27 for I have not held back from telling you all the counsel of God. 28 Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the holy spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son. 29 I know that after my going away oppressive wolves will enter in among you and will not treat the flock with tenderness, 30 and from among you yourselves men will rise and speak twisted things to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 “Therefore keep awake, and bear in mind that for three years, night and day, I never stopped admonishing each one of you with tears. 32 And now I entrust you to God and to the word of his undeserved kindness, which word can build you up and give you the inheritance among all the sanctified ones. 33 I have desired no man’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands have provided for my own needs and the needs of those with me. 35 I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’” 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 Indeed, quite a bit of weeping broke out among them all, and they embraced Paul and affectionately kissed him, 38 for they were especially pained at the word he had spoken that they would not see his face anymore. Then they accompanied him to the ship. 
21 After tearing ourselves away from them and putting out to sea, we ran with a straight course and came to Cos, on the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patʹa·ra. 2 When we found a ship that was crossing to Phoe·niʹcia, we went aboard and sailed away. 3 After coming in sight of the island of Cyʹprus, we left it behind on the left side and sailed on to Syria and landed at Tyre, where the ship was to unload its cargo. 4 We searched for and found the disciples and remained there for seven days. But through the spirit they repeatedly told Paul not to set foot in Jerusalem. 5 So when our time there was over, we left and started on our way, but they all, together with the women and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on the beach, we prayed 6 and said good-bye to one another. Then we went aboard the ship, and they returned to their homes. 7 We then completed the voyage from Tyre and arrived at Ptol·e·maʹis, and we greeted the brothers and stayed one day with them. 8 The next day we left and came to Caes·a·reʹa, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelizer, who was one of the seven men, and we stayed with him. 9 This man had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 10 But after we had stayed there for quite a number of days, a prophet named Agʹa·bus came down from Ju·deʹa. 11 And he came to us and took Paul’s belt and tied his own feet and hands and said: “Thus says the holy spirit, ‘The man to whom this belt belongs will be bound like this by the Jews in Jerusalem, and they will give him into the hands of people of the nations.’” 12 Now when we heard this, both we and those who were there began begging him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered: “What are you doing by weeping and trying to weaken my resolve? Rest assured, I am ready not only to be bound but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 When he would not be dissuaded, we stopped objecting* and said: “Let the will of Jehovah take place.” 15 Now after these days we prepared for the journey and started on our way to Jerusalem. 16 Some of the disciples from Caes·a·reʹa also went with us, taking us to Mnaʹson of Cyʹprus, an early disciple at whose home we were to be guests. 17 When we got to Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us gladly.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”
Or “of any value to me whatsoever.”
Or “we let the matter rest.” Lit., “we became silent.”


^ (Acts 24:27) But when two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and because Felix desired to gain favor with the Jews, he left Paul in custody.



^ (Acts 27:1-28:16) Now as it was decided for us to sail away to Italy, they handed Paul and some other prisoners over to an army officer named Julius, of the unit of Au·gusʹtus. 2 Going aboard a ship from Ad·ra·mytʹti·um that was about to sail to ports along the coast of the province of Asia, we set sail; Ar·is·tarʹchus, a Mac·e·doʹni·an from Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, was with us. 3 The next day we landed at Siʹdon, and Julius treated Paul with kindness and permitted him to go to his friends and enjoy their care. 4 And putting out to sea from there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyʹprus, because the winds were against us. 5 Then we navigated through the open sea along Ci·liʹcia and Pam·phylʹi·a and put into port at Myʹra in Lyʹci·a. 6 There the army officer found a ship from Alexandria that was sailing for Italy, and he made us board it. 7 Then after sailing on slowly quite a number of days, we came to Cniʹdus with difficulty. Because the wind did not let us make headway, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off Sal·moʹne. 8 And sailing with difficulty along the coast, we came to a place called Fair Havens, which was near the city of La·seʹa. 9 A considerable time had passed and by now it was hazardous to navigate, because even the fast of Atonement Day was already over, so Paul made a recommendation 10 to them: “Men, I can see that this voyage is going to result in damage and great loss not only of the cargo and the ship but also of our lives.” 11 However, the army officer listened to the pilot and the shipowner rather than to what Paul was saying. 12 Since the harbor was unsuitable for wintering, the majority advised setting sail from there to see if they could somehow make it to spend the winter in Phoenix, a harbor of Crete that opens toward the northeast and toward the southeast. 13 When the south wind blew softly, they thought they had achieved their purpose, and they lifted anchor and began sailing along Crete close to the shore. 14 After a short time, however, a violent wind called Eu·ro·aqʹui·lo rushed down on it. 15 As the ship was violently seized and was not able to keep its head against the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along. 16 Then we ran under the shelter of a small island called Cauʹda, and yet we were hardly able to get the skiff at the stern of the ship under control. 17 But after hoisting it aboard, they used supports to undergird the ship, and fearing that they would run aground on the Syrʹtis, they lowered the gear and so were driven along. 18 Because we were being violently tossed by the storm, they began to lighten the ship the following day. 19 And on the third day, they threw away the tackling of the ship with their own hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and a violent storm was battering us, all hope of our being saved finally began to fade. 21 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up in their midst and said: “Men, you certainly should have taken my advice and not have put out to sea from Crete and as a result suffered this damage and loss. 22 Still, I now urge you to take courage, for not one of you will be lost, only the ship will. 23 This night an angel of the God to whom I belong and to whom I render sacred service stood by me 24 and said: ‘Have no fear, Paul. You must stand before Caesar, and look! God has granted to you all those sailing with you.’ 25 So take courage, men, for I believe God that it will be exactly as I was told. 26 However, we must be cast ashore on some island.” 27 Now when the 14th night fell and we were being tossed about on the Sea of Aʹdri·a, at midnight the sailors began to suspect that they were getting near to some land. 28 They sounded the depth and found it 20 fathoms, so they proceeded a short distance and again made a sounding and found it 15 fathoms. 29 And fearing that we might run aground on the rocks, they cast out four anchors from the stern and began wishing for it to become day. 30 But when the sailors began trying to escape from the ship and were lowering the skiff into the sea under the pretense of intending to let down anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the army officer and the soldiers: “Unless these men remain in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the skiff and let it fall off. 33 Now close to daybreak, Paul encouraged them all to take some food, saying: “Today is the 14th day you have been waiting anxiously, and you have gone without taking any food at all. 34 So I encourage you to eat some food; this is in the interests of your safety, for not a hair of the head of any one of you will perish.” 35 After he said this, he took bread, gave thanks to God before them all, broke it, and started eating. 36 So they all took courage and began taking some food themselves. 37 In all we were 276 persons in the ship. 38 When they had eaten enough food to be satisfied, they lightened the ship by throwing the wheat overboard into the sea. 39 When daylight came, they could not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a beach and were determined to beach the ship there if they could. 40 So they cut away the anchors and let them fall into the sea, at the same time loosening the lashings of the rudder oars; and after hoisting the foresail to the wind, they made for the beach. 41 When they struck a shoal washed on each side by the sea, they ran the ship aground and the bow got stuck and stayed immovable, but the stern began to be violently broken to pieces by the waves. 42 At this the soldiers decided to kill the prisoners so that no one might swim away and escape. 43 But the army officer was determined to bring Paul safely through and prevented them from carrying out their plan. He commanded those able to swim to jump into the sea and make it to land first, 44 and the rest were to follow, some on planks and some on pieces of the ship. So all were brought safely to land. 
28 After we made it to safety, we learned that the island was called Malta. 2 And the foreign-speaking people showed us extraordinary kindness. They kindled a fire and received all of us kindly because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. 3 But when Paul collected a bundle of sticks and laid it on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the foreign-speaking people caught sight of the venomous creature hanging from his hand, they began saying to one another: “Surely this man is a murderer, and although he made it to safety from the sea, Justice did not permit him to keep on living.” 5 However, he shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 But they were expecting him to swell up or suddenly to drop dead. After they waited for a long time and saw that nothing bad happened to him, they changed their mind and began saying he was a god. 7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the principal man of the island, whose name was Pubʹli·us, and he welcomed us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8 It so happened that the father of Pubʹli·us was lying in bed sick with fever and dysentery, and Paul went in to him and prayed, laid his hands on him, and healed him. 9 After this occurred, the rest of the people on the island who were sick also began to come to him and be cured. 10 They also honored us with many gifts, and when we were setting sail, they loaded us up with whatever we needed. 11 Three months later we set sail in a ship with the figurehead “Sons of Zeus.” The ship was from Alexandria and had wintered in the island. 12 Putting into port at Syracuse, we remained there for three days; 13 from there we went along and arrived at Rheʹgi·um. A day later a south wind sprang up and we made it into Pu·teʹo·li on the second day. 14 Here we found brothers and were urged to remain with them for seven days, and so we went toward Rome. 15 From there the brothers, when they heard the news about us, came as far as the Marketplace of Apʹpi·us and Three Taverns to meet us. On catching sight of them, Paul thanked God and took courage. 16 When finally we entered Rome, Paul was permitted to stay by himself with the soldier guarding him.



^ (2 Tim. 4:6) For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my releasing is imminent.



^ (2 Tim. 4:11) Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark along with you, for he is helpful to me in the ministry.



^ (Luke 1:1-3) Seeing that many have undertaken to compile an account of the facts that are given full credence among us, 2 just as these were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and attendants of the message, 3 I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,



^ (Luke 1:5-80) In the days of Herod, king of Ju·deʹa, there was a priest named Zech·a·riʹah of the division of A·biʹjah. His wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 They both were righteous before God, walking blamelessly in accord with all the commandments and legal requirements of Jehovah. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were well along in years. 8 Now as he was serving as priest in the assignment of his division before God, 9 according to the established practice* of the priesthood it became his turn to offer incense when he entered into the sanctuary of Jehovah. 10 And the entire multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of offering incense. 11 Jehovah’s angel appeared to him, standing at the right side of the incense altar. 12 But Zech·a·riʹah became troubled at the sight, and he was overcome with fear. 13 However, the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zech·a·riʹah, because your supplication has been favorably heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John. 14 You will have joy and great gladness, and many will rejoice over his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of Jehovah. But he must drink no wine or any alcoholic drink at all, and he will be filled with holy spirit even from before birth,* 16 and he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to Jehovah their God. 17 Also, he will go ahead of him with E·liʹjah’s spirit and power, to turn back the hearts of fathers to children and the disobedient ones to the practical wisdom of righteous ones, in order to get ready for Jehovah a prepared people.” 18 Zech·a·riʹah said to the angel: “How can I be sure of this? For I am old, and my wife is well along in years.” 19 In reply the angel said to him: “I am Gaʹbri·el, who stands near before God, and I was sent to speak with you and to declare this good news to you. 20 But look! you will be silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their appointed time.” 21 Meanwhile, the people continued waiting for Zech·a·riʹah, and they were surprised that he delayed so long in the sanctuary. 22 When he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they perceived that he had just seen a supernatural sight* in the sanctuary. He kept making signs to them but remained speechless. 23 When the days of his holy service were completed, he went off to his home. 24 Some days later Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself secluded for five months, saying: 25 “This is how Jehovah has dealt with me in these days. He has turned his attention to me to take away my reproach among men.” 26 In her sixth month, the angel Gaʹbri·el was sent from God to a city of Galʹi·lee named Nazʹa·reth, 27 to a virgin promised in marriage to a man named Joseph of David’s house, and the name of the virgin was Mary. 28 And coming in, the angel said to her: “Greetings, you highly favored one, Jehovah is with you.” 29 But she was deeply disturbed at his words and tried to understand what kind of greeting this might be. 30 So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.” 34 But Mary said to the angel: “How is this to be, since I am not having sexual relations with a man?” 35 In answer the angel said to her: “Holy spirit will come upon you, and power of the Most High will overshadow you. And for that reason the one who is born will be called holy, God’s Son. 36 And look! Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son, in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her, the so-called barren woman; 37 for no declaration will be impossible for God.” 38 Then Mary said: “Look! Jehovah’s slave girl! May it happen to me according to your declaration.” At that the angel departed from her. 39 So Mary set out in those days and traveled with haste into the mountainous country, to a city of Judah, 40 and she entered the home of Zech·a·riʹah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 Well, as Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the infant in her womb leaped, and Elizabeth was filled with holy spirit 42 and loudly cried out: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruitage of your womb! 43 So how is it that this privilege is mine, to have the mother of my Lord come to me? 44 For look! as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Happy too is she who believed, for there will be a complete fulfillment of those things spoken to her from Jehovah.” 46 And Mary said: “My soul magnifies Jehovah, 47 and my spirit cannot keep from being overjoyed at God my Savior, 48 because he has looked upon the low position of his slave girl. For look! from now on all generations will declare me happy, 49 because the powerful One has done great deeds for me, and holy is his name, 50 and for generation after generation his mercy is upon those who fear him. 51 He has acted mightily with his arm; he has scattered those who are haughty in the intention of their hearts. 52 He has brought down powerful men from thrones and has exalted lowly ones; 53 he has fully satisfied hungry ones with good things and has sent away empty-handed those who had wealth. 54 He has come to the aid of Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, 55 just as he spoke to our forefathers, to Abraham and to his offspring,* forever.” 56 Mary stayed with her about three months and then returned to her own home. 57 The time now came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. 58 And the neighbors and her relatives heard that Jehovah had magnified his mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the young child, and they were going to name him after his father, Zech·a·riʹah. 60 But his mother said in reply: “No! but he will be called John.” 61 At this they said to her: “Not one of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 Then they asked his father by signs what he wanted him to be called. 63 So he asked for a tablet and wrote: “John is his name.” At this they were all amazed. 64 Instantly his mouth was opened and his tongue was set free and he began to speak, praising God. 65 And fear fell upon all those living in their neighborhood, and all these things began to be talked about in the whole mountainous country of Ju·deʹa. 66 And all who heard noted it in their hearts, saying: “What will this young child turn out to be?” For the hand of Jehovah was indeed with him. 67 Then Zech·a·riʹah his father was filled with holy spirit, and he prophesied, saying: 68 “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather, 74 to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days. 76 But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.” 80 And the young child grew up and became strong in spirit, and he continued in the desert until the day he showed himself openly to Israel.

Or “the custom.”
Or “right from his mother’s womb.”
Or “a vision.”
Or “will conceive in your womb.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Luke 4:35) But Jesus rebuked it, saying: “Be silent, and come out of him.” So after throwing the man down in their midst, the demon came out of him without hurting him.



^ (Luke 4:38) After leaving the synagogue, he entered into Simon’s home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering with a high fever, and they asked him to help her.



^ (Luke 13:11) And look! a woman was there who had had a spirit of weakness for 18 years; and she was bent double and was unable to straighten up at all.



^ (1 Cor. 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain* in connection with the Lord.

Lit., “empty.”








^ ***sjj song 68 Sowing Kingdom Seed***


SONG 68

Sowing Kingdom Seed


(Matthew 13:4-8)


	1. Come share in the work of our Master;

Respond to his call and obey.

He offers to help and to guide you;

His teaching will show you the way.

The seed of the truth has power to grow

In hearts that are honest and true.

So give of your best as you faithfully share

In the work you’ve been given to do.



	2. How much of your work is successful

May often depend much on you.

Those hearing will need your assistance

To learn and to love what is true.

So help them to deal with pressures and doubts

They’re certain to face on their way.

The seed of the truth will bring joy when you see

How it grows in their heart day by day.







(See also Matt. 13:19-23; 22:37.)





^ (Matt. 13:4-8) As he was sowing, some seeds fell alongside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Others fell on rocky ground where there was not much soil, and they immediately sprang up because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them. 8 Still others fell on the fine soil, and they began to yield fruit, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.



^ (Matt. 13:19-23) Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road. 20 As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled. 22 As for the one sown among the thorns, this is the one hearing the word, but the anxiety of this system of things and the deceptive power of riches* choke the word, and it* becomes unfruitful. 23 As for the one sown upon the fine soil, this is the one hearing the word and getting the sense of it, who really does bear fruit and produces, this one 100 times more, that one 60, the other 30.”

Or “the seductiveness (deceptive pleasure) of being wealthy.”
Or possibly, “he,” that is, “the one hearing the word.”


^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’















^ ***sjj song 84 Reaching Out***


SONG 84

Reaching Out


(Matthew 9:37, 38)


	1. Jehovah knows just what we need

To bring us joy and to succeed.

So he provides so many ways

In which to serve and spend our days.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	2. There’s work to do in ev’ry land.

Where there’s a need, we lend a hand.

By reaching out, we show we care.

We want to help and want to share.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.





	3. And here at home, in towns nearby,

We plan, we build, new skills we try.

We learn to speak a foreign tongue

And bring good news to ev’ryone.

(CHORUS)

Reaching out, giving all,

for our God above.

And where the need is great, there we’ll be,

reaching out in love.









(See also John 4:35; Acts 2:8; Rom. 10:14.)





^ (Matt. 9:37, 38) Then he said to his disciples: “Yes, the harvest is great, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.”



^ (John 4:35) Do you not say that there are yet four months before the harvest comes? Look! I say to you: Lift up your eyes and view the fields, that they are white for harvesting. Already



^ (Acts 2:8) How is it, then, that each one of us is hearing his own native language?



^ (Rom. 10:14) However, how will they call on him if they have not put faith in him? How, in turn, will they put faith in him about whom they have not heard? How, in turn, will they hear without someone to preach?









^ ***w18 April p. 26 Young People, Are You Focused on Spiritual Goals?***


 5. What is the primary reason for setting spiritual goals?

5 The primary reason for setting spiritual goals is to show Jehovah how grateful we are for his love and for what he has done for us. The psalmist observed: “It is good to give thanks to Jehovah . . . For you have made me rejoice, O Jehovah, because of your deeds; because of the works of your hands I shout joyfully.” (Ps. 92:1, 4) As a young person, think of all you owe to Jehovah. Your life, your faith, the Bible, the congregation, and your wonderful hope for the future. Giving priority to spiritual matters is a way of showing gratitude to God for these blessings, and that brings you closer to him.





^  (Ps. 92:1) It is good to give thanks to Jehovah And to sing praises* to your name, O Most High,

Or “make music.”


^  (Ps. 92:4) For you have made me rejoice, O Jehovah, because of your deeds; Because of the works of your hands I shout joyfully.









^ ***w18 November p. 20 Who Molds Your Thinking?***


8 Like a good parent, Jehovah wants his children to have the most fulfilling life possible. (Isa. 48:17, 18) He therefore provides basic principles for moral conduct and for behavior toward others. In such matters he invites us to cultivate his very way of thinking and to share his values. Far from constraining us, this enhances, elevates, and expands our thinking ability. (Ps. 92:5; Prov. 2:1-5; Isa. 55:9) It helps us make choices that lead to happiness while still allowing us to blossom as individuals. (Ps. 1:2, 3) Yes, thinking like Jehovah is beneficial and desirable!





^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (Ps. 92:5) How great your works are, O Jehovah! How very deep your thoughts are!



^  (Prov. 2:1-5) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,  2 By making your ear attentive to wisdom And inclining your heart to discernment;  3 Moreover, if you call out for understanding And raise your voice for discernment;  4 If you keep seeking for it as for silver, And you keep searching for it as for hidden treasures;  5 Then you will understand the fear of Jehovah, And you will find the knowledge of God.



^  (Isa. 55:9) “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So my ways are higher than your ways And my thoughts than your thoughts.



^  (Ps. 1:2, 3) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.  3 He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, A tree that produces fruit in its season, The foliage of which does not wither. And everything he does will succeed.

Or “he meditates on His law.”








^ ***w20 January p. 19 Jehovah Your God Values You!***


18. How does the Bible show that Jehovah continues to value our worship as we get older?

18 As we get older, we can be certain that Jehovah still has work for us to do. (Ps. 92:12-15) Jesus taught us that no matter how limited our abilities or how small our efforts seem to us, Jehovah treasures whatever we can do in his service. (Luke 21:2-4) So focus on what you can do. You can, for example, speak about Jehovah, pray for your brothers, and encourage others to stay faithful. Jehovah considers you to be his fellow worker, not because of what you accomplish, but because of your willing obedience to him.​—1 Cor. 3:5-9.





^  (Ps. 92:12-15) But the righteous will flourish like a palm tree And grow big like a cedar in Lebʹa·non. 13 They are planted in the house of Jehovah; They flourish in the courtyards of our God. 14 Even in old age* they will still be thriving; They will remain vigorous* and fresh, 15 Declaring that Jehovah is upright. He is my Rock, in whom there is no unrighteousness.

Or “during gray-headedness.”
Lit., “fat.”


^  (Luke 21:2-4) Then he saw a needy widow drop in two small coins of very little value, 3 and he said: “Truly I say to you that this poor widow put in more than they all did. 4 For all of these put in gifts* out of their surplus, but she, out of her want,* put in all the means of living she had.”

Or “contributed to the gifts.”
Or “poverty.”


^  (1 Cor. 3:5-9) What, then, is A·polʹlos? Yes, what is Paul? Ministers through whom you became believers, just as the Lord granted each one. 6 I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow. 8 Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one, but each person will receive his own reward according to his own work. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.









^ ***cl pp. 176-177 “O the Depth of God’s . . . Wisdom!”***


18 Notice how the apostle Paul expressed the uniqueness of Jehovah’s wisdom: “O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!” (Romans 11:33) By opening the verse with the exclamation “O,” Paul showed strong emotion​—in this case, profound awe. The Greek word he chose for “depth” is closely related to the word for “abyss.” Hence, his words evoke a vivid mental picture. When we contemplate Jehovah’s wisdom, it is as if we were gazing into a limitless, bottomless chasm, a realm so deep, so vast that we could never even grasp its immensity, let alone trace it out or map it in detail. (Psalm 92:5) Is that not a humbling thought?





^  (Rom. 11:33) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!



^  (Ps. 92:5) How great your works are, O Jehovah! How very deep your thoughts are!









^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 3***


3. Choose appealing words. For example, when speaking with someone from a non-Christian background, you may need to adjust the way you introduce the Bible or how you refer to Jesus.








^ ***lmd lesson 8 point 4***


4. Do not compare. Each person is unique. If a family member or a return visit hesitates to study the Bible or to accept a Bible teaching, consider why that might be the case. Is he emotionally connected to a particular religious belief? Does he face pressure from relatives or neighbors? Allow time for him to think about what you have said and to appreciate what the Bible says.








^ ***lmd lesson 12 point 5-point 5b***


5. Discontinue unproductive studies.

	               Determine whether your Bible study is productive by asking yourself:

	  ‘Is my student applying what he is learning?’



	  ‘Does he attend congregation meetings and share the truth with others?’



	  ‘After studying for some time, does he want to become one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?’







	               If a Bible student is unwilling to progress:

	  Ask him to consider what may be holding him back.



	  Tactfully explain why you are discontinuing the study.



	  Let him know what progress he needs to make before you will resume the study.


















^ ***sjj song 5 God’s Wondrous Works***


SONG 5

God’s Wondrous Works


(Psalm 139)


	1. O God, you know my rest and waking,

When I lie down and when I rise anew.

You search my thoughts, my inmost inclination,

The words I speak, the ways I walk,

you know them too.

You saw when I was made in secret,

My very bones not hidden from your sight.

You saw my form; its parts were down in writing.

I love the wonder of your ways

and praise your might.

Your knowledge, God, is wondrous, awe-inspiring;

Of this my soul is very well-aware.

If I should fear that darkness might enfold me,

Your spirit, God, would find me, even there.

Where could I hide from you, Jehovah,

Or be concealed, be hidden from your face?

Not in the Grave nor in the highest heaven,

Not in the dark nor in the sea;

there is no place.







(See also Ps. 66:3; 94:19; Jer. 17:10.)





^ (Ps. 139:0-24) For the director. Of David. A melody. 139 O Jehovah, you have searched through me, and you know me.  2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up. You discern my thoughts from afar.  3 You observe* me when I travel and when I lie down; You are familiar with all my ways.  4 There is not a word on my tongue, But look! O Jehovah, you already know it well.  5 Behind and before me, you surround me; And you lay your hand upon me.  6 Such knowledge is beyond my comprehension.* It is too high for me to reach.*  7 Where can I escape from your spirit, And where can I run away from your face?  8 If I were to ascend to heaven, you would be there, And if I were to make my bed in the Grave,* look! you would be there.  9 If I would fly away with the wings of the dawn To reside by the most remote sea, 10 Even there your hand would lead me And your right hand would take hold of me. 11 If I say: “Surely darkness will conceal me!” Then the night around me would become light. 12 Even the darkness would not be too dark for you, But night would be as bright as the day; Darkness is the same as light to you. 13 For you produced my kidneys; You kept me screened off* in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because in an awe-inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, I know* this very well. 15 My bones were not hidden from you When I was made in secret, When I was woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes even saw me as an embryo; All its parts were written in your book Regarding the days when they were formed, Before any of them existed. 17 So to me, how precious your thoughts are! O God, how vast is the sum of them! 18 If I try to count them, they outnumber the grains of sand. When I awake, I am still with you.* 19 O God, if only you would slay the wicked! Then the violent* men would depart from me, 20 Those who say things against you with evil intent;* They are your adversaries who take up your name in a worthless way. 21 Do I not hate those who hate you, O Jehovah, And loathe those who revolt against you? 22 I have nothing but hatred for them; They have become real enemies to me. 23 Search through me, O God, and know my heart. Examine me, and know my anxious* thoughts. 24 See whether there is in me any harmful way, And lead me in the way of eternity.

Lit., “measure.”
Or “is too amazing for me.”
Or “too much for me to fathom.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or possibly, “wove me together.”
Or “My soul knows.”
Or possibly, “I would still be counting them.”
Or “bloodguilty.”
Or “according to their idea.”
Or “disquieting.”


^ (Ps. 66:3) Say to God: “How awe-inspiring your works are! Because of your great power, Your enemies will cringe before you.



^ (Ps. 94:19) When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^ (Jer. 17:10) I, Jehovah, am searching the heart, Examining the innermost thoughts,* To give to each one according to his ways, According to the fruitage of his works.

Or “deepest emotions.” Lit., “kidneys.”








^ ***bt pp. 126-129 “Step Over Into Macedonia”***


6, 7. (a) What lesson can we learn from what took place during Paul’s journey? (b) What assurance can we derive from Paul’s experience?

6 What lesson can we learn from that account? Note this: Only after Paul set out for Asia did God’s spirit intervene, only after Paul neared Bithynia did Jesus step in, and only after Paul reached Troas did Jesus direct him to Macedonia. Jesus, as Head of the congregation, may deal with us in a similar way today. (Col. 1:18) For instance, we may have been thinking for some time about serving as a pioneer or moving to an area where the need for Kingdom publishers is greater. However, it may well be only after we take definite steps to attain our goal that Jesus, through God’s spirit, will guide us. Why? Think of this example: A driver can direct his car to turn left or right but only if the car is moving. Similarly, Jesus directs us in expanding our ministry, but only if we are moving​—if we are putting forth real effort to do so.

7 What, though, if our efforts do not bear fruit right away? Should we give up, thinking that God’s spirit is not guiding us? No. Remember that Paul too encountered setbacks. Yet, he kept on searching until he found a door that opened. We can be sure that our perseverance in searching for “a large door that leads to activity” will be similarly rewarded.​—1 Cor. 16:9.

 8. (a) Describe the city of Philippi. (b) What joyful event resulted from Paul’s preaching at “a place of prayer”?

8 After arriving in the district of Macedonia, Paul’s party traveled to Philippi​—a city whose inhabitants were proud to be Roman citizens. For the retired Roman soldiers living there, the colony of Philippi was like a little Italy​—a miniature Rome planted in Macedonia. Outside the city gate, beside a narrow river, the missionaries found an area where they thought there was “a place of prayer.”* On the Sabbath, they went down to that spot and found several women who gathered there to worship God. The disciples sat down and spoke to them. A woman named Lydia “was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide.” Lydia was so moved by what she learned from the missionaries that she and her household got baptized. Then she made Paul and his traveling companions come and stay at her home.*​—Acts 16:13-15.

 9. How have many today imitated Paul’s example, resulting in what blessings?

9 Imagine the joy occasioned by Lydia’s baptism! How glad Paul must have been that he had accepted the invitation to “step over into Macedonia” and that Jehovah had seen fit to use him and his companions to answer the prayers of those God-fearing women! Today, numerous brothers and sisters​—young and old, single and married—​likewise move to areas where the need for Kingdom publishers is greater. Granted, they cope with hardship, but this fades in comparison with the satisfaction they feel as they find people like Lydia, who embrace Bible truths. Could you make adjustments that would enable you to “step over” into a territory where the need is greater? Blessings await you. For example, consider Aaron, a brother in his 20’s who moved to a Central American country. He echoes the sentiments of many when he says: “Serving abroad has helped me to grow spiritually and to draw closer to Jehovah. And field service is great​—I’m conducting eight Bible studies!”





^  (Col. 1:18) and he is the head of the body, the congregation. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might become the one who is first in all things;



^  (1 Cor. 16:9) because a large door that leads to activity has been opened to me, but there are many opposers.



^  (Acts 16:13-15) On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come.







^  Perhaps the Jews were forbidden to have a synagogue in the city because of Philippi’s military character. Or the city might have lacked ten Jewish males​—the minimum number required for establishing a synagogue.


^  See the box “Lydia​—The Seller of Purple.”









^ ***bt p. 132 “Step Over Into Macedonia”***

LYDIA​—THE SELLER OF PURPLE


Lydia lived in Philippi, a prominent city in Macedonia. She was originally from Thyatira, a city in the region called Lydia in western Asia Minor. To ply her trade as a seller of purple, Lydia had moved across the Aegean Sea. She likely traded in purple goods of various kinds​—rugs, tapestries, fabrics, and even dyes. An inscription found in Philippi testifies to the presence of a guild of sellers of purple in that city.

Lydia is described as “a worshipper of God,” likely meaning that she was a proselyte to Judaism. (Acts 16:14) She may have become acquainted with the worship of Jehovah in her home city. In contrast with Philippi, it hosted a Jewish meeting place. Some believe that Lydia was a nickname​—meaning “Lydian Woman”—​given to her in Philippi. However, there is documentary evidence to show that Lydia was also in use as a proper name.

The Lydians and their neighbors were famed for their skill in the dyeing of purple since the days of Homer, in the ninth or eighth century B.C.E. Indeed, Thyatira’s water was reputed to produce “the brightest and the most permanent hues.”

Purple materials were luxury items, accessible only to the rich. Although different sources for purple dye were known, the best and most expensive​—used for treating fine linen—​came from Mediterranean shellfish. A single drop of dye could be extracted from each mollusk, and some 8,000 shellfish had to be processed to obtain just one gram of the precious liquid; thus, cloth of that color was very costly.

Since Lydia’s trade required substantial capital and she had a large house capable of hosting four men​—Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke—​in all likelihood she was a successful and wealthy merchant. The reference to her “household” could mean that she lived with relatives, but it may also imply that she had slaves and servants. (Acts 16:15) And the fact that before leaving the city, Paul and Silas met with some brothers in this hospitable woman’s home suggests that it became a meeting place for the first Christians in Philippi.​—Acts 16:40.

When Paul wrote to the Philippian congregation some ten years later, he made no mention of Lydia. So the details contained in Acts chapter 16 are all we know about her.







^ (Acts 16:14) And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying.



^ (Acts 16:15) Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come.



^ (Acts 16:40) But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.



^ (Acts 16:1-40) So he arrived at Derʹbe and also at Lysʹtra. And a disciple named Timothy was there, the son of a believing Jewish woman but of a Greek father, 2 and he was well-reported-on by the brothers in Lysʹtra and I·coʹni·um. 3 Paul expressed the desire for Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day. 6 Moreover, they traveled through Phrygʹi·a and the country of Ga·laʹti·a, because* they were forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia. 7 Further, when they came down to Mysʹi·a, they made efforts to go into Bi·thynʹi·a, but the spirit of Jesus did not permit them. 8 So they passed by Mysʹi·a and came down to Troʹas. 9 And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.” 10 As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis; 12 and from there we went to Phi·lipʹpi, a colony, which is the principal city of the district of Mac·e·doʹni·a. We stayed in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come. 16 Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. Finally Paul got tired of it and turned and said to the spirit: “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 19 Well, when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the rulers. 20 Leading them up to the civil magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city very much. They are Jews, 21 and they are proclaiming customs that it is not lawful for us to adopt or practice, seeing that we are Romans.” 22 And the crowd rose up together against them, and the civil magistrates, after tearing the garments off them, gave the command to beat them with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to guard them securely. 24 Because he got such an order, he threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were shaken. Moreover, all the doors were instantly opened, and everyone’s bonds came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, assuming that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out with a loud voice: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” 29 So he asked for lights and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 He brought them outside and said: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” 31 They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God. 35 When it became day, the civil magistrates sent the constables to say: “Release those men.” 36 The jailer reported their words to Paul: “The civil magistrates have sent men to have you two released. So come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them: “They flogged us publicly, uncondemned,* though we are Romans, and threw us into prison. Are they now throwing us out secretly? No, indeed! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 38 The constables reported these words to the civil magistrates. These grew fearful when they heard that the men were Romans. 39 So they came and pleaded with them, and after escorting them out, they requested them to depart from the city. 40 But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.

Or “and.”
Or “without a trial.”








^ ***sjj song 81 The Life of a Pioneer***


SONG 81

The Life of a Pioneer


(Ecclesiastes 11:6)


	1. At the start of the day, with the sun yet to rise,

We are making our way

with the sleep in our eyes, and we pray.

We are there with a smile for the people we meet.

Some may stop for a while,

some pass by on the street, but we stay.

(CHORUS)

It’s the life that we choose;

For Jehovah we live.

And whatever he asks, we will do.

In the work we endure,

Whether sunshine or rain.

It’s a way we can say ev’ry day: “I love you.”





	2. At the end of the day, with the sun sinking low,

Feeling happy and tired,

in our heart there’s a glow, and we pray.

It’s a life that we love, always giving our best.

And Jehovah we thank,

for by him we are blessed ev’ry day.

(CHORUS)

It’s the life that we choose;

For Jehovah we live.

And whatever he asks, we will do.

In the work we endure,

Whether sunshine or rain.

It’s a way we can say ev’ry day: “I love you.”









(See also Josh. 24:15; Ps. 92:2; Rom. 14:8.)





^ (Eccl. 11:6) Sow your seed in the morning and do not let your hand rest until the evening; for you do not know which will have success, whether this one or that one, or whether they will both do well.



^ (Josh. 24:15) Now if it seems bad to you to serve Jehovah, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve, whether the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the River* or the gods of the Amʹor·ites in whose land you are dwelling. But as for me and my household, we will serve Jehovah.”

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Ps. 92:2) To declare your loyal love in the morning And your faithfulness during the nights,



^ (Rom. 14:8) For if we live, we live to Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah. So both if we live and if we die, we belong to Jehovah.















^ ***sjj song 66 Declare the Good News***


SONG 66

Declare the Good News


(Revelation 14:6, 7)


	1. The fullness of the Kingdom truth was long concealed.

The truth about the promised King is now revealed.

Jehovah in his mercy and his love of right

Considered man’s condition in his sinful plight.

He formed his purpose that his Son should rule the earth;

In God’s due time the Kingdom rule

would be brought to birth.

And that he might arrange to bring his Son a bride,

A little flock of chosen ones is glorified.



	2. The good news that we now declare was long foreknown.

Jehovah wills that in this time it would be shown.

Along with us, his angels take delight to share,

To aid us as the Kingdom truth we now declare.

We have the duty and the honor in these days

To sanctify his name

and give him his rightful praise.

We’re honored as his Witnesses that name to bear

With everlasting good news that we now declare.







(See also Mark 4:11; Acts 5:31; 1 Cor. 2:1, 7.)





^ (Rev. 14:6, 7) And I saw another angel flying in midheaven,* and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue* and people. 7 He was saying in a loud voice: “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of judgment by him has arrived, so worship the One who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and the springs* of water.”

Or “in midair; overhead.”
Or “language.”
Or “fountains.”


^ (Mark 4:11) He said to them: “To you the sacred secret of the Kingdom of God has been given, but to those outside all things are in illustrations,



^ (Acts 5:31) God exalted this one as Chief Agent and Savior to his right hand, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.



^ (1 Cor. 2:1) So when I came to you, brothers, I did not come with extravagant speech or wisdom* declaring the sacred secret of God to you.

Or “with superiority of speech and of wisdom.”


^ (1 Cor. 2:7) But we speak God’s wisdom in a sacred secret, the hidden wisdom, which God foreordained before the systems of things for our glory.









^ ***w11 3/1 p. 6 What Is the Good News?***

CHRISTIANS are to preach the “good news of the kingdom” by telling others about it, explaining that the Kingdom is the future world government that will rule the earth in righteousness. Yet, the expression “good news” is also used in other ways in the Bible. For example, we find reference to “the good news of salvation” (Psalm 96:2); “the good news of God” (Romans 15:16); and “the good news about Jesus Christ.”​—Mark 1:1.

Simply stated, the good news includes all the truths about which Jesus spoke and his disciples wrote. Before ascending to heaven, Jesus told his followers: “Go therefore and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19, 20) So the work of true Christians is not just to inform others about the Kingdom; they must also endeavor to make disciples.



^ (Ps. 96:2) Sing to Jehovah; praise his name. Proclaim the good news of his salvation day after day.



^ (Rom. 15:16) for me to be a public servant of Christ Jesus to the nations. I am engaging in the holy work of the good news of God, so that these nations might be an acceptable offering, sanctified with holy spirit.



^ (Mark 1:1) The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God:



^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”









^ ***w12 9/1 p. 16 What Will Happen on Judgment Day?***


As depicted in the picture on the right, many people imagine that on Judgment Day billions of souls will be brought before God’s throne to be judged according to their former deeds​—some to be rewarded with life in heaven, others to be tormented in hell. The Bible shows, however, that the purpose of Judgment Day is to rescue people from injustice. (Psalm 96:13) God has appointed Jesus to be the Judge who will restore justice to mankind.​—Read Isaiah 11:1-5; Acts 17:31.





^ (Ps. 96:13) Before Jehovah, for he is coming,* He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with his faithfulness.

Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”


^ (Isa. 11:1-5) A twig will grow out of the stump of Jesʹse, And a sprout from his roots will bear fruit.  2 And the spirit of Jehovah will settle upon him, The spirit of wisdom and of understanding, The spirit of counsel and of mightiness, The spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah.  3 And he will find delight in the fear of Jehovah. He will not judge by what appears to his eyes, Nor reprove simply according to what his ears hear.  4 He will judge the lowly with fairness,* And with uprightness he will give reproof in behalf of the meek ones of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth And put the wicked to death with the breath* of his lips.  5 Righteousness will be the belt around his waist, And faithfulness the belt of his hips.

Or “righteousness.”
Or “spirit.”


^ (Acts 17:31) Because he has set a day on which he purposes to judge the inhabited earth in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and he has provided a guarantee to all men by resurrecting him from the dead.”









^ ***w12 9/15 p. 12 Peace for a Thousand Years—And Beyond!***


18 That harmonious relationship was interrupted when humans, influenced by Satan, rebelled against Jehovah’s sovereignty. Since 1914, however, the Messianic Kingdom has been taking progressive steps to restore that unity and harmony. (Eph. 1:9, 10) During the Thousand Year Reign, marvelous things presently “unseen” will be brought to reality. Then comes “the end,” that is, the close of Christ’s Millennial Reign. What will happen then? Though given “all authority . . . in heaven and on the earth,” Jesus is not ambitious. He has no intention of usurping Jehovah’s place. He humbly “hands over the kingdom to his God and Father.” He will use his unique position and authority “to the glory of God.”​—Matt. 28:18; Phil. 2:9-11.

19, 20. (a) How will all Kingdom subjects demonstrate whether they accept Jehovah’s sovereignty? (b) What grand prospect awaits us?

19 By then, the earthly subjects of the Kingdom will have been brought to perfection. They will follow Jesus’ example and humbly and willingly acknowledge Jehovah’s sovereignty. They will have the opportunity to demonstrate their desire to do that by successfully passing the final test. (Rev. 20:7-10) Thereafter, all rebels​—human and spirit—​will be eliminated forever. What a joyful and jubilant time that will be! The entire universal family will happily praise Jehovah, who will be “all things to everyone.”​—Read Psalm 99:1-3.





^  (Eph. 1:9, 10) by making known to us the sacred secret of his will. It is according to his good pleasure that he himself purposed 10 for an administration at the full limit of the appointed times, to gather all things together in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things on the earth. Yes, in him



^  (Matt. 28:18) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth.



^  (Phil. 2:9-11) For this very reason, God exalted him to a superior position and kindly gave him the name that is above every other name, 10 so that in the name of Jesus every knee should bend—of those in heaven and those on earth and those under the ground— 11 and every tongue should openly acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.



^  (Rev. 20:7-10) Now as soon as the 1,000 years have ended, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and he will go out to mislead those nations in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Maʹgog, to gather them together for the war. The number of these is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they advanced over the whole earth and encircled the camp of the holy ones and the beloved city. But fire came down out of heaven and consumed them. 10 And the Devil who was misleading them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulfur, where both the wild beast and the false prophet already were; and they will be tormented* day and night forever and ever.

Or “restrained; imprisoned.”


^  (Ps. 99:1-3) Jehovah has become King. Let the peoples tremble. He sits enthroned above* the cherubs. Let the earth shake.  2 Jehovah is great in Zion, And he is high over all the peoples.  3 Let them praise your great name, For it is awe-inspiring and holy.

Or possibly, “between.”








^ ***it-2 p. 994 Song***

References to “a new song” appear not only in the Psalms but also in the writings of Isaiah and the apostle John. (Ps 33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1; Isa 42:10; Re 5:9; 14:3) An examination of the context surrounding most occurrences of the expression “new song” reveals that such is sung because of a new development in Jehovah’s exercise of his universal sovereignty. As joyfully proclaimed in Psalm 96:10: “Jehovah himself has become king.” The new developments in Jehovah’s extension of his kingship, as well as what these signify for heaven and earth, appear to be the subject of this “new song.”​—Ps 96:11-13; 98:9; Isa 42:10, 13.



^ (Ps. 33:3) Sing to him a new song; Play skillfully on the strings, along with shouts of joy.



^ (Ps. 40:3) Then he put a new song in my mouth, Praise to our God. Many will look on in awe And put their trust in Jehovah.



^ (Ps. 96:1) Sing to Jehovah a new song. Sing to Jehovah, all the earth!



^ (Ps. 98:1) Sing to Jehovah a new song, For he has done wonderful things. His right hand, his holy arm, has brought about salvation.*

Or “has won him victory.”


^ (Ps. 144:9) O God, I will sing to you a new song. I will sing praises* to you, accompanied by a ten-stringed instrument,

Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 149:1) Praise Jah!* Sing to Jehovah a new song; Praise him in the congregation of the loyal ones.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Isa. 42:10) Sing to Jehovah a new song, His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go down to the sea and all that fills it, You islands and their inhabitants.



^ (Rev. 5:9) And they sing a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and open its seals, for you were slaughtered and with your blood you bought people for God out of every tribe and tongue* and people and nation,

Or “language.”


^ (Rev. 14:3) And they are singing what seems to be a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders, and no one was able to master that song except the 144,000, who have been bought from the earth.



^ (Ps. 96:10) Declare among the nations: “Jehovah has become King! The earth* is firmly established, it cannot be moved.* He will judge* the peoples fairly.”

Or “productive land.”
Or “cannot totter.”
Or “plead the cause of.”


^ (Ps. 96:11-13) Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be joyful; Let the sea thunder and all that fills it; 12 Let the fields and everything in them rejoice. At the same time let all the trees of the forest shout joyfully 13 Before Jehovah, for he is coming,* He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with his faithfulness.

Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”


^ (Ps. 98:9) Before Jehovah, for he is coming* to judge the earth. He will judge the inhabited earth* with righteousness And the peoples with fairness.

Or “has come.”
Or “the productive land.”


^ (Isa. 42:10) Sing to Jehovah a new song, His praise from the ends of the earth, You who go down to the sea and all that fills it, You islands and their inhabitants.



^ (Isa. 42:13) Jehovah will go out like a mighty man. He will awaken his zeal like a warrior. He will shout, yes, he will let out a war cry; He will show himself mightier than his enemies.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lmd lesson 10 points 1-2***




1. Watch the VIDEO, or read John 3:1, 2. Then consider the following questions:

	               Why might Nicodemus have preferred to approach Jesus at night?​—See John 12:42, 43.



	               By meeting with Nicodemus at night, how did Jesus show that he was committed to making disciples?









What Do We Learn From Jesus?

2. We show that we love people by being committed to helping them become disciples.







^ (John 3:1, 2) There was a man of the Pharisees named Nic·o·deʹmus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This one came to him in the night and said to him: “Rabbi, we know that you have come from God as a teacher, for no one can perform these signs that you perform unless God is with him.”



^ (John 12:42, 43) All the same, many even of the rulers actually put faith in him, but they would not acknowledge him because of the Pharisees, so that they would not be expelled from the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory of men even more than the glory of God.*

Or “the praise (approval) from humans even more than the praise (approval) from God.”








^ ***lmd lesson 10 point 3***


3. Study at a time and place convenient for your Bible student. He may prefer a specific day of the week or time of day. Would he be more comfortable studying at his workplace, in his home, or in a public place? To the extent possible, adjust your schedule to accommodate his needs.

4. Study regularly. If you will be away, do not cancel the study session. Instead, consider:

	               Could you conduct the study at another time that week?



	               Could you conduct your study over the phone or by videoconferencing?



	               Could you ask another publisher to conduct?





5. Pray for the right attitude. Ask Jehovah for help to remain committed to your student, even if he struggles to study regularly or to apply Scriptural counsel. (Phil. 2:13) Likely your student has many good qualities; pray for help to focus on them.


SEE ALSO


Prov. 3:27; Acts 20:35; 2 Cor. 12:15









^ (Phil. 2:13) For God is the one who for the sake of his good pleasure energizes you, giving you both the desire and the power to act.



^ (Prov. 3:27) Do not withhold good from those to whom you should give it* If it is within your power* to help.

Or “to whom it is owing.”
Or “within the power of your hand.”


^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (2 Cor. 12:15) For my part, I will most gladly spend and be completely spent for you. If I love you so much more, am I to be loved the less?









^ ***sjj song 9 Jehovah Is Our King!***


SONG 9

Jehovah Is Our King!


(Psalm 97:1)


	1. Rejoice, give glory to Jehovah,

For the heavens proclaim all his righteousness.

Let us sing to our God joyful songs to his praise;

Let us speak to all of his great acts.

(CHORUS)

Let the heavens rejoice, Let the earth joyful be,

For Jehovah has become our King!

Let the heavens rejoice, Let the earth joyful be,

For Jehovah has become our King!





	2. His glory tell among the nations;

For Jehovah to us is a God who saves.

Yes, Jehovah is King; he deserves all the praise.

So we bow before his mighty throne.

(CHORUS)

Let the heavens rejoice, Let the earth joyful be,

For Jehovah has become our King!

Let the heavens rejoice, Let the earth joyful be,

For Jehovah has become our King!





	3. His righteous rule is now established.

On his throne, he has placed his anointed Son.

Let the gods of this world

be brought down and be shamed,

For the praise belongs to God alone.

(CHORUS)

Let the heavens rejoice, Let the earth joyful be,

For Jehovah has become our King!

Let the heavens rejoice, Let the earth joyful be,

For Jehovah has become our King!









(See also 1 Chron. 16:9; Ps. 68:20; 97:6, 7.)





^ (Ps. 97:1) Jehovah has become King! Let the earth be joyful. Let the many islands rejoice.



^ (1 Chron. 16:9) Sing to him, sing praises* to him, Ponder over* all his wonderful works.

Or “make music.”
Or possibly, “Speak about.”


^ (Ps. 68:20) The true God is for us a God who saves; And Jehovah the Sovereign Lord provides escape from death.



^ (Ps. 97:6, 7) The heavens proclaim his righteousness, And all the peoples see his glory.  7 Let all those serving any carved image be put to shame, Those who boast about their worthless gods. Bow down to* him, all you gods.

Or “Worship.”








^ ***bt pp. 129-132 “Step Over Into Macedonia”***


10. How was demon activity involved in causing a turn of events for Paul and his companions?

10 Satan was surely furious that the good news had gained a foothold in a part of the world where he and his demons may have been unchallenged. No wonder, then, that demonic activity was involved in causing a turn of events for Paul and his companions! As they continued visiting the place of prayer, a demon-possessed servant girl, who earned money for her masters by making predictions, kept following Paul’s party, shouting: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” The demon may have made the girl cry out these words to make it appear that her predictions and Paul’s teachings came from the same source. In that way, onlookers’ attention could be distracted from Christ’s true followers. But Paul silenced the girl by expelling the demon.​—Acts 16:16-18.

11. After the demon was expelled from the girl, what happened to Paul and Silas?

11 When the owners of the slave girl found out that their source of easy income had vanished, they were enraged. They dragged Paul and Silas into the marketplace, where magistrates​—officials representing Rome—​held court. The owners appealed to the judges’ prejudice and patriotism, saying, in effect: ‘These Jews are causing a disturbance by teaching customs that we Romans cannot accept.’ Their words had immediate results. “The crowd [in the marketplace] rose up together against them [Paul and Silas],” and the magistrates gave the order “to beat them with rods.” After that, Paul and Silas were dragged to prison. The jailer threw the injured men into the inner prison and locked their feet in stocks. (Acts 16:19-24) When the jailer shut the door, the darkness in that prison hole was so thick that Paul and Silas could no doubt hardly see each other. Yet, Jehovah was watching.​—Ps. 139:12.

12. (a) How did Christ’s disciples view persecution, and why? (b) What forms of opposition are still used by Satan and his agents?

12 Years earlier, Jesus told his followers: “They will . . . persecute you.” (John 15:20) Thus, when Paul’s party stepped over into Macedonia, they were prepared to face opposition. When persecution struck, they viewed it, not as a sign of Jehovah’s disapproval, but as an expression of Satan’s anger. Today, Satan’s agents still employ methods similar to those used in Philippi. Deceitful opposers misrepresent us at school and in the workplace, fueling opposition. In some lands, religious opposers accuse us in court, saying, in effect: ‘These Witnesses cause a disturbance by teaching customs that we “traditional believers” cannot accept.’ In some places, our fellow worshippers are beaten and thrown into prison. Yet, Jehovah is watching.​—1 Pet. 3:12.

“Baptized Without Delay” (Acts 16:25-34)

13. What caused the jailer to ask: “What must I do to get saved?”

13 Paul and Silas must have needed some time to absorb the tumultuous events of that day. By midnight, however, they had recovered from their beating to the point that they “were praying and praising God with song.” Then, suddenly, an earthquake shook the prison! The jailer awoke, saw that the doors were opened, and feared that the prisoners had run away. Knowing that he would be punished for letting them escape, he “drew his sword and was about to kill himself.” But Paul cried out: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” The distressed jailer asked: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” Paul and Silas could not save him; only Jesus could. So they answered: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved.”​—Acts 16:25-31.

14. (a) What help did Paul and Silas give the jailer? (b) What blessing did Paul and Silas receive for meeting persecution with joy?

14 Was the jailer’s question heartfelt? Paul did not doubt the man’s sincerity. The jailer was a Gentile, unfamiliar with the Scriptures. Before he could become a Christian, he needed to learn and accept basic Scriptural truths. So Paul and Silas took time to speak “the word of Jehovah to him.” While engrossed in teaching the Scriptures, the men perhaps forgot how they ached from the blows they had received. The jailer, though, noticed the deep cuts on their backs, and he cleansed their wounds. Then he and his household “were baptized without delay.” What a blessing Paul and Silas received for meeting persecution with joy!​—Acts 16:32-34.

15. (a) How have numerous Witnesses today followed the example of Paul and Silas? (b) Why should we continue to revisit the homes of those living in our territory?

15 Like Paul and Silas, many Witnesses today have preached the good news while imprisoned for their faith, with fine results. For example, in one land where our activities were banned, at one time 40 percent of all Witnesses living there had learned the truth about Jehovah while in prison! (Isa. 54:17) Note, too, that the jailer asked for help only after the earthquake struck. Similarly, some individuals today who have never responded to the Kingdom message may do so after their personal world is suddenly shaken by a distressing event. By faithfully visiting and revisiting those living in our territory, we make sure that we are available to help them.

“Are They Now Throwing Us Out Secretly?” (Acts 16:35-40)

16. On the day after Paul and Silas were flogged, how were the tables turned?

16 The morning after the flogging, the magistrates ordered the release of Paul and Silas. But Paul said: “They flogged us publicly, uncondemned, though we are Romans, and threw us into prison. Are they now throwing us out secretly? No, indeed! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” Upon learning that the two men were Roman citizens, the magistrates “grew fearful,” for they had violated the men’s rights.* The tables were turned. The disciples had been beaten publicly; now the magistrates had to apologize publicly. They entreated Paul and Silas to leave Philippi. The two disciples complied, but first they took time to encourage the growing group of new disciples. Only then did they depart.

17. What important lesson would the new disciples have learned by observing the endurance of Paul and Silas?

17 If their rights as Roman citizens had been respected earlier, Paul and Silas might well have been spared the flogging. (Acts 22:25, 26) However, that could have given the disciples in Philippi the impression that the men had used their position to exempt themselves from suffering for Christ’s sake. How would that have affected the faith of disciples who were not Roman citizens? After all, the law would not shield them from floggings. Hence, by enduring punishment, Paul and his companion showed the new believers by example that followers of Christ are able to stand firm under persecution. In addition, by demanding that their citizenship be recognized, Paul and Silas forced the magistrates to go on public record as having acted unlawfully. That, in turn, might hold them back from mistreating Paul’s fellow believers and provide a measure of legal protection from similar attacks in the future.

18. (a) How do Christian overseers today imitate Paul’s example? (b) How do we ‘defend and legally establish the good news’ in our day?

18 Today, overseers in the Christian congregation also lead by example. Whatever they expect their fellow believers to do, Christian shepherds are willing to do. Similarly, like Paul, we weigh carefully how and when to use our legal rights to obtain protection. If needed, we appeal to local, national, and even international judicial courts to gain legal protection to carry out our worship. Our objective is, not social reform, but “the defending and legally establishing of the good news,” as Paul wrote to the congregation in Philippi some ten years after his imprisonment there. (Phil. 1:7) Still, no matter what the outcome of such court cases may be, like Paul and his companions, we are determined to continue “to declare the good news” wherever God’s spirit may lead us.​—Acts 16:10.

LUKE​—THE WRITER OF ACTS


Up to chapter 16, verse 9, the book of Acts is narrated strictly in the third person. That is, the writer limits himself to reporting what others said and did. At Acts 16:10, 11, however, there is a change in that style. In verse 11, for instance, the writer says: “We put out to sea from Troas and made a straight run to Samothrace.” This is where Luke, the writer, joined the action. But since Luke’s name does not appear anywhere in Acts of Apostles, how do we know that he was, in fact, the writer?

The answer lies in the introductions to the book of Acts and Luke’s Gospel. Both introductions are addressed to a certain “Theophilus.” (Luke 1:1, 3; Acts 1:1) The opening words of Acts read: “The first account, O Theophilus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach.” Since ancient authorities agree that “the first account,” the Gospel, was written by Luke, he must also have written Acts.

We do not know very much about Luke. His name appears only three times in the Bible. The apostle Paul calls Luke “the beloved physician” and one of his own “fellow workers.” (Col. 4:14; Philem. 24) The “we” sections of the book of Acts​—those in which Luke includes himself in the narrative—​indicate that Luke first accompanied the apostle Paul from Troas to Philippi in about 50 C.E. but that when Paul left Philippi, Luke was no longer with him. The two men met up again in Philippi in about 56 C.E. and traveled with seven other brothers from Philippi to Jerusalem, where Paul was arrested. Two years later, Luke accompanied Paul, who was still in chains, from Caesarea to Rome. (Acts 16:10-17, 40; 20:5–21:17; 24:27; 27:1–28:16) When Paul, who had been jailed for a second time in Rome, perceived that his execution was near, “only Luke” was with him. (2 Tim. 4:6, 11) It is clear that Luke traveled long distances and was willing to suffer hardships for the sake of the good news.

Luke did not claim to have witnessed what he wrote about Jesus. On the contrary, he said that he undertook “to compile an account of the facts” based on the accounts of “eyewitnesses.” Moreover, he “traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order.” (Luke 1:1-3) The results of Luke’s labors show that he was a careful researcher. Perhaps he conducted interviews with Elizabeth, with Jesus’ mother, Mary, and with others in order to collect his material. Much of what he wrote is unique among the Gospel accounts.​—Luke 1:5-80.

Paul stated that Luke was a physician, and a doctor’s interest in those who suffer can be perceived in what he wrote. Just to mention a few examples: Luke noted that when Jesus cured a demon-possessed man, “the demon came out of him without hurting him”; that the apostle Peter’s mother-in-law was distressed with “a high fever”; and that a woman whom Jesus helped had been afflicted with “a spirit of weakness for 18 years; and she was bent double and was unable to straighten up at all.”​—Luke 4:35, 38; 13:11.

Clearly, Luke put “the work of the Lord” first in his life. (1 Cor. 15:58) His objective was, not to pursue a secular career or prominence, but simply to help others know and serve Jehovah.





LYDIA​—THE SELLER OF PURPLE


Lydia lived in Philippi, a prominent city in Macedonia. She was originally from Thyatira, a city in the region called Lydia in western Asia Minor. To ply her trade as a seller of purple, Lydia had moved across the Aegean Sea. She likely traded in purple goods of various kinds​—rugs, tapestries, fabrics, and even dyes. An inscription found in Philippi testifies to the presence of a guild of sellers of purple in that city.

Lydia is described as “a worshipper of God,” likely meaning that she was a proselyte to Judaism. (Acts 16:14) She may have become acquainted with the worship of Jehovah in her home city. In contrast with Philippi, it hosted a Jewish meeting place. Some believe that Lydia was a nickname​—meaning “Lydian Woman”—​given to her in Philippi. However, there is documentary evidence to show that Lydia was also in use as a proper name.

The Lydians and their neighbors were famed for their skill in the dyeing of purple since the days of Homer, in the ninth or eighth century B.C.E. Indeed, Thyatira’s water was reputed to produce “the brightest and the most permanent hues.”

Purple materials were luxury items, accessible only to the rich. Although different sources for purple dye were known, the best and most expensive​—used for treating fine linen—​came from Mediterranean shellfish. A single drop of dye could be extracted from each mollusk, and some 8,000 shellfish had to be processed to obtain just one gram of the precious liquid; thus, cloth of that color was very costly.

Since Lydia’s trade required substantial capital and she had a large house capable of hosting four men​—Paul, Silas, Timothy, and Luke—​in all likelihood she was a successful and wealthy merchant. The reference to her “household” could mean that she lived with relatives, but it may also imply that she had slaves and servants. (Acts 16:15) And the fact that before leaving the city, Paul and Silas met with some brothers in this hospitable woman’s home suggests that it became a meeting place for the first Christians in Philippi.​—Acts 16:40.

When Paul wrote to the Philippian congregation some ten years later, he made no mention of Lydia. So the details contained in Acts chapter 16 are all we know about her.









^  (Acts 16:16-18) Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. Finally Paul got tired of it and turned and said to the spirit: “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour.



^  (Acts 16:19-24) Well, when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the rulers. 20 Leading them up to the civil magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city very much. They are Jews, 21 and they are proclaiming customs that it is not lawful for us to adopt or practice, seeing that we are Romans.” 22 And the crowd rose up together against them, and the civil magistrates, after tearing the garments off them, gave the command to beat them with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to guard them securely. 24 Because he got such an order, he threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.



^  (Ps. 139:12) Even the darkness would not be too dark for you, But night would be as bright as the day; Darkness is the same as light to you.



^  (John 15:20) Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^  (1 Pet. 3:12) For the eyes of Jehovah* are on the righteous, and his ears listen to their supplication, but the face of Jehovah* is against those doing bad things.”

See App. A5.
See App. A5.


^ (Acts 16:25-34) But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were shaken. Moreover, all the doors were instantly opened, and everyone’s bonds came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, assuming that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out with a loud voice: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” 29 So he asked for lights and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 He brought them outside and said: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” 31 They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God.



^  (Acts 16:25-31) But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were shaken. Moreover, all the doors were instantly opened, and everyone’s bonds came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, assuming that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out with a loud voice: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” 29 So he asked for lights and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 He brought them outside and said: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” 31 They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.”



^  (Acts 16:32-34) Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God.



^  (Isa. 54:17) No weapon formed against you will have any success, And you will condemn any tongue that rises up against you in the judgment. This is the heritage* of the servants of Jehovah, And their righteousness is from me,” declares Jehovah.

Or “inheritance.”


^ (Acts 16:35-40) When it became day, the civil magistrates sent the constables to say: “Release those men.” 36 The jailer reported their words to Paul: “The civil magistrates have sent men to have you two released. So come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them: “They flogged us publicly, uncondemned,* though we are Romans, and threw us into prison. Are they now throwing us out secretly? No, indeed! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 38 The constables reported these words to the civil magistrates. These grew fearful when they heard that the men were Romans. 39 So they came and pleaded with them, and after escorting them out, they requested them to depart from the city. 40 But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.

Or “without a trial.”


^  (Acts 22:25, 26) But when they had stretched him out for the whipping, Paul said to the army officer standing there: “Is it lawful for you to scourge a Roman who has not been condemned?”* 26 Well, when the army officer heard this, he went to the military commander and reported it, saying: “What are you intending to do? For this man is a Roman.”

Or “who has not had a trial?”


^  (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.



^  (Acts 16:10) As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them.



^ (Acts 16:9) And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.”



^ (Acts 16:10, 11) As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis;



^ (Acts 16:11) So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis;



^ (Luke 1:1) Seeing that many have undertaken to compile an account of the facts that are given full credence among us,



^ (Luke 1:3) I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,



^ (Acts 1:1) The first account, O The·ophʹi·lus, I composed about all the things Jesus started to do and to teach



^ (Col. 4:14) Luke, the beloved physician, sends you his greetings, and so does Deʹmas.



^ (Philem. 24) also Mark, Ar·is·tarʹchus, Deʹmas, and Luke, my fellow workers.



^ (Acts 16:10-17) As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis; 12 and from there we went to Phi·lipʹpi, a colony, which is the principal city of the district of Mac·e·doʹni·a. We stayed in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come. 16 Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.”



^ (Acts 16:40) But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.



^ (Acts 20:5-21:17) These men went on ahead and were waiting for us in Troʹas; 6 but we put out to sea from Phi·lipʹpi after the days of the Unleavened Bread, and within five days we came to them in Troʹas, and there we spent seven days. 7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to have a meal, Paul began addressing them, as he was going to depart the next day; and he prolonged his speech until midnight. 8 So there were quite a few lamps in the upper room where we were gathered together. 9 Seated at the window, a young man named Euʹty·chus sank into a deep sleep while Paul kept talking, and overcome by sleep, he fell down from the third story and was picked up dead. 10 But Paul went downstairs, threw himself on him and embraced him, and said: “Stop making a commotion, for he is alive.” 11 He then went upstairs and began the meal and ate. He continued conversing for quite a while, until daybreak, and then he departed. 12 So they took the boy away alive and were comforted beyond measure. 13 We now went ahead to the ship and set sail for Asʹsos, where we were intending to take Paul aboard, for after giving instructions to this effect, he was intending to go there on foot. 14 So when he caught up with us in Asʹsos, we took him aboard and went to Mit·y·leʹne. 15 And sailing away from there the next day, we arrived off Chiʹos, but the day after that, we touched at Saʹmos, and on the following day, we arrived at Mi·leʹtus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephʹe·sus so as not to spend any time in the province of Asia, for he was hurrying to get to Jerusalem on the day of the Festival of Pentecost if he possibly could. 17 However, from Mi·leʹtus he sent word to Ephʹe·sus and called for the elders of the congregation. 18 When they came to him, he said to them: “You well know how I conducted myself among you from the first day I stepped into the province of Asia, 19 slaving for the Lord with all humility and with tears and trials that befell me by the plots of the Jews, 20 while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house. 21 But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 And now look! bound in the spirit, I am traveling to Jerusalem, although not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that from city to city the holy spirit repeatedly bears witness to me, saying that imprisonment and tribulations are waiting for me. 24 Nevertheless, I do not consider my own life of any importance to me,* if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to bear thorough witness to the good news of the undeserved kindness of God. 25 “And now look! I know that none of you among whom I preached the Kingdom will ever see my face again. 26 So I call you to witness this very day that I am clean from the blood of all men, 27 for I have not held back from telling you all the counsel of God. 28 Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the holy spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son. 29 I know that after my going away oppressive wolves will enter in among you and will not treat the flock with tenderness, 30 and from among you yourselves men will rise and speak twisted things to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 “Therefore keep awake, and bear in mind that for three years, night and day, I never stopped admonishing each one of you with tears. 32 And now I entrust you to God and to the word of his undeserved kindness, which word can build you up and give you the inheritance among all the sanctified ones. 33 I have desired no man’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands have provided for my own needs and the needs of those with me. 35 I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’” 36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 Indeed, quite a bit of weeping broke out among them all, and they embraced Paul and affectionately kissed him, 38 for they were especially pained at the word he had spoken that they would not see his face anymore. Then they accompanied him to the ship. 
21 After tearing ourselves away from them and putting out to sea, we ran with a straight course and came to Cos, on the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patʹa·ra. 2 When we found a ship that was crossing to Phoe·niʹcia, we went aboard and sailed away. 3 After coming in sight of the island of Cyʹprus, we left it behind on the left side and sailed on to Syria and landed at Tyre, where the ship was to unload its cargo. 4 We searched for and found the disciples and remained there for seven days. But through the spirit they repeatedly told Paul not to set foot in Jerusalem. 5 So when our time there was over, we left and started on our way, but they all, together with the women and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on the beach, we prayed 6 and said good-bye to one another. Then we went aboard the ship, and they returned to their homes. 7 We then completed the voyage from Tyre and arrived at Ptol·e·maʹis, and we greeted the brothers and stayed one day with them. 8 The next day we left and came to Caes·a·reʹa, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelizer, who was one of the seven men, and we stayed with him. 9 This man had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 10 But after we had stayed there for quite a number of days, a prophet named Agʹa·bus came down from Ju·deʹa. 11 And he came to us and took Paul’s belt and tied his own feet and hands and said: “Thus says the holy spirit, ‘The man to whom this belt belongs will be bound like this by the Jews in Jerusalem, and they will give him into the hands of people of the nations.’” 12 Now when we heard this, both we and those who were there began begging him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered: “What are you doing by weeping and trying to weaken my resolve? Rest assured, I am ready not only to be bound but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 14 When he would not be dissuaded, we stopped objecting* and said: “Let the will of Jehovah take place.” 15 Now after these days we prepared for the journey and started on our way to Jerusalem. 16 Some of the disciples from Caes·a·reʹa also went with us, taking us to Mnaʹson of Cyʹprus, an early disciple at whose home we were to be guests. 17 When we got to Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us gladly.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”
Or “of any value to me whatsoever.”
Or “we let the matter rest.” Lit., “we became silent.”


^ (Acts 24:27) But when two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and because Felix desired to gain favor with the Jews, he left Paul in custody.



^ (Acts 27:1-28:16) Now as it was decided for us to sail away to Italy, they handed Paul and some other prisoners over to an army officer named Julius, of the unit of Au·gusʹtus. 2 Going aboard a ship from Ad·ra·mytʹti·um that was about to sail to ports along the coast of the province of Asia, we set sail; Ar·is·tarʹchus, a Mac·e·doʹni·an from Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, was with us. 3 The next day we landed at Siʹdon, and Julius treated Paul with kindness and permitted him to go to his friends and enjoy their care. 4 And putting out to sea from there, we sailed under the shelter of Cyʹprus, because the winds were against us. 5 Then we navigated through the open sea along Ci·liʹcia and Pam·phylʹi·a and put into port at Myʹra in Lyʹci·a. 6 There the army officer found a ship from Alexandria that was sailing for Italy, and he made us board it. 7 Then after sailing on slowly quite a number of days, we came to Cniʹdus with difficulty. Because the wind did not let us make headway, we sailed under the shelter of Crete off Sal·moʹne. 8 And sailing with difficulty along the coast, we came to a place called Fair Havens, which was near the city of La·seʹa. 9 A considerable time had passed and by now it was hazardous to navigate, because even the fast of Atonement Day was already over, so Paul made a recommendation 10 to them: “Men, I can see that this voyage is going to result in damage and great loss not only of the cargo and the ship but also of our lives.” 11 However, the army officer listened to the pilot and the shipowner rather than to what Paul was saying. 12 Since the harbor was unsuitable for wintering, the majority advised setting sail from there to see if they could somehow make it to spend the winter in Phoenix, a harbor of Crete that opens toward the northeast and toward the southeast. 13 When the south wind blew softly, they thought they had achieved their purpose, and they lifted anchor and began sailing along Crete close to the shore. 14 After a short time, however, a violent wind called Eu·ro·aqʹui·lo rushed down on it. 15 As the ship was violently seized and was not able to keep its head against the wind, we gave way to it and were driven along. 16 Then we ran under the shelter of a small island called Cauʹda, and yet we were hardly able to get the skiff at the stern of the ship under control. 17 But after hoisting it aboard, they used supports to undergird the ship, and fearing that they would run aground on the Syrʹtis, they lowered the gear and so were driven along. 18 Because we were being violently tossed by the storm, they began to lighten the ship the following day. 19 And on the third day, they threw away the tackling of the ship with their own hands. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days and a violent storm was battering us, all hope of our being saved finally began to fade. 21 After they had gone a long time without food, Paul stood up in their midst and said: “Men, you certainly should have taken my advice and not have put out to sea from Crete and as a result suffered this damage and loss. 22 Still, I now urge you to take courage, for not one of you will be lost, only the ship will. 23 This night an angel of the God to whom I belong and to whom I render sacred service stood by me 24 and said: ‘Have no fear, Paul. You must stand before Caesar, and look! God has granted to you all those sailing with you.’ 25 So take courage, men, for I believe God that it will be exactly as I was told. 26 However, we must be cast ashore on some island.” 27 Now when the 14th night fell and we were being tossed about on the Sea of Aʹdri·a, at midnight the sailors began to suspect that they were getting near to some land. 28 They sounded the depth and found it 20 fathoms, so they proceeded a short distance and again made a sounding and found it 15 fathoms. 29 And fearing that we might run aground on the rocks, they cast out four anchors from the stern and began wishing for it to become day. 30 But when the sailors began trying to escape from the ship and were lowering the skiff into the sea under the pretense of intending to let down anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the army officer and the soldiers: “Unless these men remain in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the skiff and let it fall off. 33 Now close to daybreak, Paul encouraged them all to take some food, saying: “Today is the 14th day you have been waiting anxiously, and you have gone without taking any food at all. 34 So I encourage you to eat some food; this is in the interests of your safety, for not a hair of the head of any one of you will perish.” 35 After he said this, he took bread, gave thanks to God before them all, broke it, and started eating. 36 So they all took courage and began taking some food themselves. 37 In all we were 276 persons in the ship. 38 When they had eaten enough food to be satisfied, they lightened the ship by throwing the wheat overboard into the sea. 39 When daylight came, they could not recognize the land, but they saw a bay with a beach and were determined to beach the ship there if they could. 40 So they cut away the anchors and let them fall into the sea, at the same time loosening the lashings of the rudder oars; and after hoisting the foresail to the wind, they made for the beach. 41 When they struck a shoal washed on each side by the sea, they ran the ship aground and the bow got stuck and stayed immovable, but the stern began to be violently broken to pieces by the waves. 42 At this the soldiers decided to kill the prisoners so that no one might swim away and escape. 43 But the army officer was determined to bring Paul safely through and prevented them from carrying out their plan. He commanded those able to swim to jump into the sea and make it to land first, 44 and the rest were to follow, some on planks and some on pieces of the ship. So all were brought safely to land. 
28 After we made it to safety, we learned that the island was called Malta. 2 And the foreign-speaking people showed us extraordinary kindness. They kindled a fire and received all of us kindly because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. 3 But when Paul collected a bundle of sticks and laid it on the fire, a viper came out because of the heat and fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the foreign-speaking people caught sight of the venomous creature hanging from his hand, they began saying to one another: “Surely this man is a murderer, and although he made it to safety from the sea, Justice did not permit him to keep on living.” 5 However, he shook the creature off into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 But they were expecting him to swell up or suddenly to drop dead. After they waited for a long time and saw that nothing bad happened to him, they changed their mind and began saying he was a god. 7 Now in the neighborhood of that place were lands belonging to the principal man of the island, whose name was Pubʹli·us, and he welcomed us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8 It so happened that the father of Pubʹli·us was lying in bed sick with fever and dysentery, and Paul went in to him and prayed, laid his hands on him, and healed him. 9 After this occurred, the rest of the people on the island who were sick also began to come to him and be cured. 10 They also honored us with many gifts, and when we were setting sail, they loaded us up with whatever we needed. 11 Three months later we set sail in a ship with the figurehead “Sons of Zeus.” The ship was from Alexandria and had wintered in the island. 12 Putting into port at Syracuse, we remained there for three days; 13 from there we went along and arrived at Rheʹgi·um. A day later a south wind sprang up and we made it into Pu·teʹo·li on the second day. 14 Here we found brothers and were urged to remain with them for seven days, and so we went toward Rome. 15 From there the brothers, when they heard the news about us, came as far as the Marketplace of Apʹpi·us and Three Taverns to meet us. On catching sight of them, Paul thanked God and took courage. 16 When finally we entered Rome, Paul was permitted to stay by himself with the soldier guarding him.



^ (2 Tim. 4:6) For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my releasing is imminent.



^ (2 Tim. 4:11) Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark along with you, for he is helpful to me in the ministry.



^ (Luke 1:1-3) Seeing that many have undertaken to compile an account of the facts that are given full credence among us, 2 just as these were handed down to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and attendants of the message, 3 I resolved also, because I have traced all things from the start with accuracy, to write them to you in logical order, most excellent The·ophʹi·lus,



^ (Luke 1:5-80) In the days of Herod, king of Ju·deʹa, there was a priest named Zech·a·riʹah of the division of A·biʹjah. His wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 They both were righteous before God, walking blamelessly in accord with all the commandments and legal requirements of Jehovah. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both were well along in years. 8 Now as he was serving as priest in the assignment of his division before God, 9 according to the established practice* of the priesthood it became his turn to offer incense when he entered into the sanctuary of Jehovah. 10 And the entire multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of offering incense. 11 Jehovah’s angel appeared to him, standing at the right side of the incense altar. 12 But Zech·a·riʹah became troubled at the sight, and he was overcome with fear. 13 However, the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zech·a·riʹah, because your supplication has been favorably heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to name him John. 14 You will have joy and great gladness, and many will rejoice over his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of Jehovah. But he must drink no wine or any alcoholic drink at all, and he will be filled with holy spirit even from before birth,* 16 and he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to Jehovah their God. 17 Also, he will go ahead of him with E·liʹjah’s spirit and power, to turn back the hearts of fathers to children and the disobedient ones to the practical wisdom of righteous ones, in order to get ready for Jehovah a prepared people.” 18 Zech·a·riʹah said to the angel: “How can I be sure of this? For I am old, and my wife is well along in years.” 19 In reply the angel said to him: “I am Gaʹbri·el, who stands near before God, and I was sent to speak with you and to declare this good news to you. 20 But look! you will be silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their appointed time.” 21 Meanwhile, the people continued waiting for Zech·a·riʹah, and they were surprised that he delayed so long in the sanctuary. 22 When he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they perceived that he had just seen a supernatural sight* in the sanctuary. He kept making signs to them but remained speechless. 23 When the days of his holy service were completed, he went off to his home. 24 Some days later Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself secluded for five months, saying: 25 “This is how Jehovah has dealt with me in these days. He has turned his attention to me to take away my reproach among men.” 26 In her sixth month, the angel Gaʹbri·el was sent from God to a city of Galʹi·lee named Nazʹa·reth, 27 to a virgin promised in marriage to a man named Joseph of David’s house, and the name of the virgin was Mary. 28 And coming in, the angel said to her: “Greetings, you highly favored one, Jehovah is with you.” 29 But she was deeply disturbed at his words and tried to understand what kind of greeting this might be. 30 So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father, 33 and he will rule as King over the house of Jacob forever, and there will be no end to his Kingdom.” 34 But Mary said to the angel: “How is this to be, since I am not having sexual relations with a man?” 35 In answer the angel said to her: “Holy spirit will come upon you, and power of the Most High will overshadow you. And for that reason the one who is born will be called holy, God’s Son. 36 And look! Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son, in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her, the so-called barren woman; 37 for no declaration will be impossible for God.” 38 Then Mary said: “Look! Jehovah’s slave girl! May it happen to me according to your declaration.” At that the angel departed from her. 39 So Mary set out in those days and traveled with haste into the mountainous country, to a city of Judah, 40 and she entered the home of Zech·a·riʹah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 Well, as Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the infant in her womb leaped, and Elizabeth was filled with holy spirit 42 and loudly cried out: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruitage of your womb! 43 So how is it that this privilege is mine, to have the mother of my Lord come to me? 44 For look! as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Happy too is she who believed, for there will be a complete fulfillment of those things spoken to her from Jehovah.” 46 And Mary said: “My soul magnifies Jehovah, 47 and my spirit cannot keep from being overjoyed at God my Savior, 48 because he has looked upon the low position of his slave girl. For look! from now on all generations will declare me happy, 49 because the powerful One has done great deeds for me, and holy is his name, 50 and for generation after generation his mercy is upon those who fear him. 51 He has acted mightily with his arm; he has scattered those who are haughty in the intention of their hearts. 52 He has brought down powerful men from thrones and has exalted lowly ones; 53 he has fully satisfied hungry ones with good things and has sent away empty-handed those who had wealth. 54 He has come to the aid of Israel his servant, remembering his mercy, 55 just as he spoke to our forefathers, to Abraham and to his offspring,* forever.” 56 Mary stayed with her about three months and then returned to her own home. 57 The time now came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she gave birth to a son. 58 And the neighbors and her relatives heard that Jehovah had magnified his mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the young child, and they were going to name him after his father, Zech·a·riʹah. 60 But his mother said in reply: “No! but he will be called John.” 61 At this they said to her: “Not one of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 Then they asked his father by signs what he wanted him to be called. 63 So he asked for a tablet and wrote: “John is his name.” At this they were all amazed. 64 Instantly his mouth was opened and his tongue was set free and he began to speak, praising God. 65 And fear fell upon all those living in their neighborhood, and all these things began to be talked about in the whole mountainous country of Ju·deʹa. 66 And all who heard noted it in their hearts, saying: “What will this young child turn out to be?” For the hand of Jehovah was indeed with him. 67 Then Zech·a·riʹah his father was filled with holy spirit, and he prophesied, saying: 68 “Let Jehovah be praised, the God of Israel, because he has turned his attention to his people and has brought them deliverance. 69 And he has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of David his servant, 70 just as he has spoken through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 71 of a salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all those hating us; 72 to show mercy in connection with our forefathers and to call to mind his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to Abraham our forefather, 74 to grant us, after we have been rescued from the hands of enemies, the privilege of fearlessly rendering sacred service to him 75 with loyalty and righteousness before him all our days. 76 But as for you, young child, you will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go ahead of Jehovah to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by forgiveness of their sins, 78 because of the tender compassion of our God. With this compassion a daybreak will visit us from on high, 79 to give light to those sitting in darkness and death’s shadow and to guide our feet in the way of peace.” 80 And the young child grew up and became strong in spirit, and he continued in the desert until the day he showed himself openly to Israel.

Or “the custom.”
Or “right from his mother’s womb.”
Or “a vision.”
Or “will conceive in your womb.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Luke 4:35) But Jesus rebuked it, saying: “Be silent, and come out of him.” So after throwing the man down in their midst, the demon came out of him without hurting him.



^ (Luke 4:38) After leaving the synagogue, he entered into Simon’s home. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering with a high fever, and they asked him to help her.



^ (Luke 13:11) And look! a woman was there who had had a spirit of weakness for 18 years; and she was bent double and was unable to straighten up at all.



^ (1 Cor. 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always having plenty to do in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain* in connection with the Lord.

Lit., “empty.”


^ (Acts 16:14) And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying.



^ (Acts 16:15) Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come.



^ (Acts 16:40) But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.



^ (Acts 16:1-40) So he arrived at Derʹbe and also at Lysʹtra. And a disciple named Timothy was there, the son of a believing Jewish woman but of a Greek father, 2 and he was well-reported-on by the brothers in Lysʹtra and I·coʹni·um. 3 Paul expressed the desire for Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day. 6 Moreover, they traveled through Phrygʹi·a and the country of Ga·laʹti·a, because* they were forbidden by the holy spirit to speak the word in the province of Asia. 7 Further, when they came down to Mysʹi·a, they made efforts to go into Bi·thynʹi·a, but the spirit of Jesus did not permit them. 8 So they passed by Mysʹi·a and came down to Troʹas. 9 And during the night a vision appeared to Paul—a Mac·e·doʹni·an man was standing there urging him and saying: “Step over into Mac·e·doʹni·a and help us.” 10 As soon as he had seen the vision, we tried to go into Mac·e·doʹni·a, drawing the conclusion that God had summoned us to declare the good news to them. 11 So we put out to sea from Troʹas and made a straight run to Samʹo·thrace, but on the following day to Ne·apʹo·lis; 12 and from there we went to Phi·lipʹpi, a colony, which is the principal city of the district of Mac·e·doʹni·a. We stayed in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate beside a river, where we thought there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 And a woman named Lydʹi·a, a seller of purple from the city of Thy·a·tiʹra and a worshipper of God, was listening, and Jehovah opened her heart wide to pay attention to the things Paul was saying. 15 Now when she and her household got baptized, she urged us: “If you have considered me to be faithful to Jehovah, come and stay at my house.” And she just made us come. 16 Now it happened that as we were going to the place of prayer, a servant girl with a spirit, a demon of divination, met us. She supplied her masters with much profit by fortune-telling. 17 This girl kept following Paul and us and crying out with the words: “These men are slaves of the Most High God and are proclaiming to you the way of salvation.” 18 She kept doing this for many days. Finally Paul got tired of it and turned and said to the spirit: “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. 19 Well, when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the rulers. 20 Leading them up to the civil magistrates, they said: “These men are disturbing our city very much. They are Jews, 21 and they are proclaiming customs that it is not lawful for us to adopt or practice, seeing that we are Romans.” 22 And the crowd rose up together against them, and the civil magistrates, after tearing the garments off them, gave the command to beat them with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to guard them securely. 24 Because he got such an order, he threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But about the middle of the night, Paul and Silas were praying and praising God with song, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly a great earthquake occurred, so that the foundations of the jail were shaken. Moreover, all the doors were instantly opened, and everyone’s bonds came loose. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, assuming that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul called out with a loud voice: “Do not hurt yourself, for we are all here!” 29 So he asked for lights and rushed in, and seized with trembling, he fell down before Paul and Silas. 30 He brought them outside and said: “Sirs, what must I do to get saved?” 31 They said: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will get saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of Jehovah to him together with all those in his house. 33 And he took them along in that hour of the night and washed their wounds. Then he and his entire household were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them into his house and set a table before them, and he rejoiced greatly with all his household now that he had believed in God. 35 When it became day, the civil magistrates sent the constables to say: “Release those men.” 36 The jailer reported their words to Paul: “The civil magistrates have sent men to have you two released. So come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul said to them: “They flogged us publicly, uncondemned,* though we are Romans, and threw us into prison. Are they now throwing us out secretly? No, indeed! Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 38 The constables reported these words to the civil magistrates. These grew fearful when they heard that the men were Romans. 39 So they came and pleaded with them, and after escorting them out, they requested them to depart from the city. 40 But they came out of the prison and went to the home of Lydʹi·a; and when they saw the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.

Or “and.”
Or “without a trial.”






^  Roman law stated that a citizen was always entitled to a proper trial and was never to be punished in public uncondemned.









^ ***sjj song 67 “Preach the Word”***


SONG 67

“Preach the Word”


(2 Timothy 4:2)


	1. God has commanded us this day;

He has given us a charge to obey.

At all times, be ready to impart

The reason for the hope within your heart.

(CHORUS)

So preach the word

So that ev’ryone can hear!

Preach the word,

For we know the end is near.

Preach the word,

Help the meek to understand.

Preach the word

Throughout the land!





	2. Seasons of trouble we will face;

Opposition may bring shame and disgrace.

Though preaching may out of season seem,

Our trust is in our God, who is supreme.

(CHORUS)

So preach the word

So that ev’ryone can hear!

Preach the word,

For we know the end is near.

Preach the word,

Help the meek to understand.

Preach the word

Throughout the land!





	3. Seasons of favor we will see,

And the need for us to teach, there will be.

The way to salvation we proclaim

And help to sanctify Jehovah’s name.

(CHORUS)

So preach the word

So that ev’ryone can hear!

Preach the word,

For we know the end is near.

Preach the word,

Help the meek to understand.

Preach the word

Throughout the land!









(See also Matt. 10:7; 24:14; Acts 10:42; 1 Pet. 3:15.)





^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^ (Matt. 10:7) As you go, preach, saying: ‘The Kingdom of the heavens has drawn near.’



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Acts 10:42) Also, he ordered us to preach to the people and to give a thorough witness that this is the one decreed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.



^ (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.















^ ***sjj song 37 Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled***


SONG 37

Serving Jehovah Whole-Souled


(Matthew 22:37)


	1. O Jehovah, Sov’reign Ruler,

You are the one I love and obey.

You deserve my full devotion;

You are my God; I’ll serve you each day.

Your commands I loyally follow;

How I love reminders from you!

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.





	2. Father, all your works exalt you.

Earth, moon, and stars your glory proclaim.

May I also be as faithful,

Using my strength to make known your name.

May I use my whole life to serve you,

Proving to be loyal and true.

(CHORUS)

O Jehovah, you are worthy;

Whole-souled devotion I give to you.









(See also Deut. 6:15; Ps. 40:8; 113:1-3; Eccl. 5:4; John 4:34.)





^ (Matt. 22:37) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’



^ (Deut. 6:15) for Jehovah your God who is in your midst is a God who requires exclusive devotion. Otherwise, the anger of Jehovah your God will blaze against you and he will annihilate you from the face of the earth.



^ (Ps. 40:8) To do your will, O my God, is my delight,* And your law is deep within me.

Or “desire.”


^ (Ps. 113:1-3) Praise Jah!* Offer praise, you servants of Jehovah, Praise the name of Jehovah.  2 May Jehovah’s name be praised From now on and forever.  3 From the rising of the sun to its setting, Let Jehovah’s name be praised.

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (Eccl. 5:4) Whenever you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it, for he finds no pleasure in the stupid ones. What you vow, pay.



^ (John 4:34) Jesus said to them: “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.









^ ***w23 March pp. 12-13 Baptism—How to Get Ready***


18 Your love for Jehovah is a beautiful quality, the very best you have. (Read Proverbs 3:3-6.) Strong love for God can help you to face life’s challenges successfully. The Bible often refers to Jehovah’s loyal love for his servants. This is a strong attachment that never quits, never lets go. (Ps. 100:5) You are made in God’s image. (Gen. 1:26) How can you reflect that kind of love?

19. How can you deepen your gratitude for all that Jehovah has done for you? (Galatians 2:20)

19 Start with gratitude. (1 Thess. 5:18) Each day, ask yourself, ‘How has Jehovah shown love to me?’ Then make sure to thank Jehovah in your prayers, mentioning specific things that he has done for you. See his acts of love as personal, directed to you as an individual, just as the apostle Paul came to realize this about Jehovah. (Read Galatians 2:20.) Ask yourself, ‘Do I want to show him my love in return?’ Love for Jehovah will help you to keep resisting temptations and to face challenges with success. It will move you to hold on to your spiritual routine, consistently showing your love for your Father day by day.





^  (Prov. 3:3-6) Do not let loyal love and faithfulness* leave you. Tie them around your neck; Write them on the tablet of your heart;  4 Then you will find favor and good insight In the eyes of God and man.  5 Trust in Jehovah with all your heart, And do not rely* on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways take notice of him, And he will make your paths straight.

Or “truth.”
Lit., “lean.”


^  (Ps. 100:5) For Jehovah is good; His loyal love endures forever, And his faithfulness through all generations.



^  (Gen. 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have in subjection the fish of the sea and the flying creatures of the heavens and the domestic animals and all the earth and every creeping animal that is moving on the earth.”



^ (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.



^  (1 Thess. 5:18) Give thanks for everything. This is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.



^  (Gal. 2:20) I am nailed to the stake along with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who is living in union with me. Indeed, the life that I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and handed himself over for me.









^ ***w23 February p. 17 “Keep Your Senses, Be Watchful!”***


10. What are some dangers that we must avoid?

10 Some dangers that we must avoid include flirting, heavy drinking, overeating, engaging in hurtful speech, as well as viewing violent entertainment, pornography, and similar things. (Ps. 101:3) Our adversary, the Devil, is constantly looking for opportunities to damage our friendship with Jehovah. (1 Pet. 5:8) If we are not watchful, Satan can plant in our mind and heart seeds of envy, dishonesty, greed, hatred, haughtiness, and resentment. (Gal. 5:19-21) At first, these inclinations may not be very strong. But if we do not take immediate steps to uproot them, they will continue to grow like a poisonous plant and cause trouble.​—Jas. 1:14, 15.





^  (Ps. 101:3) I will not set anything worthless* before my eyes. I hate the deeds of those who deviate from what is right; I will have nothing to do with them.*

Or “good-for-nothing.”
Or “Their deeds do not cling to me.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:8) Keep your senses, be watchful! Your adversary, the Devil, walks about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour someone.*

Or “looking for someone to devour.”


^  (Gal. 5:19-21) Now the works of the flesh are plainly seen, and they are sexual immorality, uncleanness, brazen conduct, 20 idolatry, spiritism, hostility, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, dissensions, divisions, sects, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and things like these. I am forewarning you about these things, the same way I already warned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit God’s Kingdom.



^  (Jas. 1:14, 15) But each one is tried by being drawn out and enticed* by his own desire. 15 Then the desire, when it has become fertile,* gives birth to sin; in turn sin, when it has been carried out, brings forth death.

Or “caught as by bait.”
Lit., “has conceived.”








^ ***w11 7/15 pp. 16-17 Will You Heed Jehovah’s Clear Warnings?***

7, 8. (a) What is involved in avoiding false teachers? (b) Why are you determined to take a firm stand against false teachers?

7 What is involved in avoiding false teachers? We do not receive them into our homes or greet them. We also refuse to read their literature, watch TV programs that feature them, examine their Web sites, or add our comments to their blogs. Why do we take such a firm stand? Because of love. We love “the God of truth,” so we are not interested in twisted teachings that contradict his Word of truth. (Ps. 31:5; John 17:17) We also love Jehovah’s organization, through which we have been taught thrilling truths​—including Jehovah’s name and its meaning, God’s purpose for the earth, the condition of the dead, and the hope of the resurrection. Can you recall how you felt when you first learned these and other precious truths? Why, then, allow yourself to be soured by anyone who would denigrate the organization through which you learned these truths?​—John 6:66-69.

8 No matter what false teachers may say, we will not follow them! Why go to such dried-up wells only to be deceived and disappointed? Instead, let us be determined to remain loyal to Jehovah and to the organization that has a long record of quenching our thirst with the pure and refreshing waters of truth from God’s inspired Word.​—Isa. 55:1-3; Matt. 24:45-47.



^  (Ps. 31:5) Into your hand I entrust my spirit. You have redeemed me, O Jehovah, the God of truth.*

Or “the faithful God.”


^  (John 17:17) Sanctify them by means of the truth; your word is truth.



^  (John 6:66-69) Because of this, many of his disciples went off to the things behind and would no longer walk with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve: “You do not want to go also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered him: “Lord, whom shall we go away to? You have sayings of everlasting life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.”



^  (Isa. 55:1-3) Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why do you keep paying out money for what is not bread, And why spend your earnings* for what brings no satisfaction? Listen intently to me, and eat what is good, And you* will find great delight in what is truly rich.*  3 Incline your ear and come to me. Listen, and you* will keep alive, And I will readily make with you an everlasting covenant In harmony with the expressions of loyal love to David, which are faithful.*

Or “hard-earned money.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “in fatness.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable.”


^  (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.









^ ***it-2 p. 596 Pelican***

When the pelican is gorged with food, it often flies away to a lonely place, where it takes a melancholy posture, with its head sunk on its shoulders, so motionless that it might be mistaken from a distance for a white stone. The bird assumes this attitude for hours at a time, thus befitting the melancholy inactivity to which the psalmist refers when he illustrates the poignancy of his grief by writing: “I do resemble the pelican of the wilderness.” (Ps 102:6) Here “wilderness” does not necessarily connote a desert, but simply an area away from human habitations, perhaps a swamp. During certain seasons, swamps in the northern Jordan Valley are still the home of pelicans. Three varieties of pelicans are found in Israel. The most common is the eastern white pelican (Pelecanus onocrotalus); the Dalmatian pelican (Pelecanus crispus) and the pink-backed pelican (Pelecanus rufescens) are seen less often.

The pelican shows a distinct preference for uncultivated places, where it will not be disturbed by man. There it nests and hatches its young and retires after fishing. Because of this fondness for lonely, desolate places, this bird is used in the Bible as a symbol of utter desolation. To symbolize Edom’s coming desolation, Isaiah foretold that the pelican would take possession of that land. (Isa 34:11) Zephaniah prophesied that pelicans would dwell among the pillar capitals of Nineveh, indicating total ruin and absence of humankind.​—Zep 2:13, 14.



^ (Ps. 102:6) I resemble the pelican of the wilderness; I am like a little owl among the ruins.



^ (Isa. 34:11) The pelican and the porcupine will possess her, And long-eared owls and ravens will reside in her. He will stretch out over her the measuring line of emptiness And the plumb line* of desolation.

Lit., “the stones.”


^ (Zeph. 2:13, 14) He will stretch out his hand toward the north and destroy As·syrʹi·a, And he will make Ninʹe·veh desolate, as dry as a desert. 14 Herds will lie down within her, all sorts of wild animals.* Both pelican and porcupine will spend the night among her pillar capitals. A voice will sing in the window. There will be devastation at the threshold; For he will expose the cedar panels.

Lit., “every beast of a nation.”








^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 3***


3. Be observant. A person’s facial expressions and body language can reveal a lot. Does the person seem willing to speak with you? You might introduce a Bible truth by simply asking, “Did you know that . . . ?” Avoid forcing a conversation with someone who does not want to talk.








^ ***lmd lesson 9 point 4-point 4b***


4. Think about the interested person. Based on your conversations with him, ask yourself:

	               ‘Why does he need to hear the truth?’



	               ‘How would studying the Bible make his daily life and his future better?’












^ ***ijwbq article 129 Has the Bible Been Changed or Tampered With?***


Has the Bible Been Changed or Tampered With?



No. A comparison of ancient manuscripts shows that the Bible is basically unchanged despite millenniums of recopying on perishable materials.

Does this mean that mistakes in copying were never made?

Thousands of ancient Bible manuscripts have been found. Some of these contain a number of differences, indicating that mistakes were made in copying. Most of these differences are minor and do not change the meaning of the text. However, a few significant differences have been discovered, some of which appear to be deliberate attempts made long ago to alter the Bible’s message. Consider two examples:

	                 At 1 John 5:7, some older Bible translations contain the following words: “in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” However, reliable manuscripts confirm that these words were not in the original text. They were added later.* Thus, reliable modern Bible translations have excluded them.



	               God’s personal name appears thousands of times in ancient manuscripts of the Bible. Yet, numerous Bible translations have replaced it with titles such as “Lord” or “God.”





How can we be sure that there are not many more errors waiting to be found?

At this point, so many manuscripts have been discovered that it is easier than ever before to detect errors.* What has a comparison of these documents revealed regarding the accuracy of the Bible today?

	  Commenting on the text of the Hebrew Scriptures (commonly called the “Old Testament”), scholar William H. Green stated: “It may be safely said that no other work of antiquity has been so accurately transmitted.”



	  Regarding the Christian Greek Scriptures, or “New Testament,” Bible scholar F. F. Bruce wrote: “The evidence for our New Testament writings is ever so much greater than the evidence for many writings of classical authors, the authenticity of which no one dreams of questioning.”



	  Sir Frederic Kenyon, a noted authority on Bible manuscripts, stated that one “can take the whole Bible in his hand and say without fear or hesitation that he holds in it the true Word of God, handed down without essential loss from generation to generation throughout the centuries.”





What additional reasons are there for confidence that the Bible has been transmitted with accuracy?

	  Both Jewish and Christian copyists preserved accounts that expose the serious mistakes made by God’s people.* (Numbers 20:12; 2 Samuel 11:​2-4; Galatians 2:​11-​14) Likewise, they preserved passages that condemn the Jewish nation’s disobedience and that expose man-made doctrines. (Hosea 4:2; Malachi 2:​8, 9; Matthew 23:​8, 9; 1 John 5:​21) By copying these accounts accurately, the copyists showed their trustworthiness and their high regard for God’s sacred Word.



	  Is it not reasonable that God, having inspired the Bible in the first place, would also preserve its accuracy?* (Isaiah 40:8; 1 Peter 1:​24, 25) After all, he intended it to benefit not only people of long ago but also us today. (1 Corinthians 10:11) In fact, “all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.”​—Romans 15:4.



	  Jesus and his followers quoted from copies of the Hebrew Scriptures without expressing any concern about the accuracy of those ancient texts.​—Luke 4:​16-​21; Acts 17:​1-3.







^  These words are not found in the Codex Sinaiticus, the Codex Alexandrinus, the Vatican Manuscript 1209, the original Latin Vulgate, the Philoxenian-Harclean Syriac Version, or the Syriac Peshitta.


^  For example, over 5,000 Greek manuscripts of the so-called New Testament, or Christian Greek Scriptures, have been discovered.


^  The Bible does not portray God’s human representatives as infallible. It realistically acknowledges: “There is no man who does not sin.”​—1 Kings 8:​46.


^  The Bible states that although God did not dictate all its contents word for word, he did guide the thoughts of the human writers.​—2 Timothy 3:​16, 17; 2 Peter 1:​21.






^  (1 John 5:7) For there are three witness bearers:



^  (Num. 20:12) Jehovah later said to Moses and Aaron: “Because you did not show faith in me and sanctify me before the eyes of the people of Israel, you will not bring this congregation into the land that I will give them.”



^  (2 Sam. 11:2-4) One evening* David got up from his bed and walked around on the rooftop of the king’s house.* From the rooftop he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful. 3 David sent someone to inquire about the woman, and he reported: “Is this not Bath-sheʹba the daughter of E·liʹam and the wife of U·riʹah the Hitʹtite?” 4 Then David sent messengers to bring her. So she came in to him, and he lay down with her. (This happened while she was purifying herself from her uncleanness.*) Afterward, she returned to her house.

Or “Late one afternoon.”
Or “palace.”
Possibly her menstrual uncleanness.


^  (Gal. 2:11-14) However, when Ceʹphas came to Antioch, I resisted him face-to-face, because he was clearly in the wrong.* 12 For before certain men from James arrived, he used to eat with people of the nations; but when they arrived, he stopped doing this and separated himself, fearing those of the circumcised class. 13 The rest of the Jews also joined him in putting on this pretense, so that even Barʹna·bas was led along with them in their pretense. 14 But when I saw that they were not walking in step with the truth of the good news, I said to Ceʹphas before them all: “If you, though you are a Jew, live as the nations do and not as Jews do, how can you compel people of the nations to live according to Jewish practice?”

Or “he stood condemned.”


^  (Hos. 4:2) False oaths and lying and murder And stealing and adultery are widespread, And one act of bloodshed follows another act of bloodshed.



^  (Mal. 2:8, 9) “But you yourselves have turned aside from the way. You have made many stumble with regard to the law.* You have ruined the covenant of Leʹvi,” says Jehovah of armies. 9 “So I will make you despised and low before all the people, because you did not keep my ways but showed partiality in applying the law.”

Or possibly, “by your instruction.”


^  (Matt. 23:8, 9) But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your Teacher, and all of you are brothers. 9 Moreover, do not call anyone your father on earth, for one is your Father, the heavenly One.



^  (1 John 5:21) Little children, guard yourselves from idols.



^  (Isa. 40:8) The green grass dries up, The blossom withers, But the word of our God endures forever.”



^  (1 Pet. 1:24, 25) For “all flesh is* like grass, and all its glory is like a blossom of the field; the grass withers, and the flower falls off, 25 but the saying* of Jehovah* endures forever.” And this “saying”* is the good news that was declared to you.

Or “all humans are.”
Or “word.”
See App. A5.
Or “word.”


^  (1 Cor. 10:11) Now these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for a warning to us upon whom the ends of the systems of things have come.



^  (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.



^  (Luke 4:16-21) He then went to Nazʹa·reth, where he had been brought up, and according to his custom on the Sabbath day, he entered the synagogue and stood up to read. 17 So the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him, and he opened the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18 “Jehovah’s spirit is upon me, because he anointed me to declare good news to the poor. He sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and a recovery of sight to the blind, to send the crushed ones away free, 19 to preach Jehovah’s acceptable year.” 20 With that he rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were intently fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them: “Today this scripture that you just heard* is fulfilled.”

Lit., “this scripture in your ears.”


^  (Acts 17:1-3) They now traveled through Am·phipʹo·lis and Ap·ol·loʹni·a and came to Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.”



^ (1 Ki. 8:46) “If they sin against you (for there is no man who does not sin), and you are furious with them and you abandon them to an enemy, and their captors carry them off captive to the land of the enemy, far or near;



^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 137 Faithful Women, Christian Sisters***


SONG 137

Faithful Women, Christian Sisters


(Romans 16:2)


	1. Sarah and Esther, Mary, Ruth, and others—

All these were capable women, loyal wives.

Godly devotion was foremost in their lives.

They were faithful women, ones we know by name.

There were others favored by Jehovah;

Nameless in the record, their faith was just the same.



	2. Goodness and courage, loyal love and kindness—

Lovable qualities in all humankind,

Virtues these excellent women bring to mind.

They were fine examples we appreciate.

In the same way now our Christian sisters

Show a faithful spirit we all can imitate.



	3. Mothers and daughters, sisters, wives, and widows,

Willingly laboring, glad to do your part.

Modest your bearing, submissive is your heart,

Having God’s approval, may you never fear.

Christian sisters, may Jehovah keep you

Firm in your conviction, your prize is drawing near.







(See also Phil. 4:3; 1 Tim. 2:9, 10; 1 Pet. 3:4, 5.)





^ (Rom. 16:2) so that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the holy ones and give her whatever help she may need, for she herself also proved to be a defender of many, including me.



^ (Phil. 4:3) Yes, I request you also, as a true fellow worker, to keep assisting these women who have striven side by side with me for the good news, along with Clement as well as the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.



^ (1 Tim. 2:9, 10) Likewise, the women should adorn themselves in appropriate dress, with modesty and soundness of mind, not with styles of hair braiding and gold or pearls or very expensive clothing, 10 but in the way that is proper for women professing devotion to God, namely, through good works.



^ (1 Pet. 3:4, 5) but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God. 5 For this is how the holy women of the past who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, subjecting themselves to their husbands,









^ ***bt pp. 133-135 “He Reasoned With Them From the Scriptures”***


1, 2. Who are journeying from Philippi to Thessalonica, and what might be on their minds?

THE well-traveled road, built by skilled Roman engineers, cuts through the rugged mountains. Sounds along that road occasionally mingle​—the braying of donkeys, the clatter of chariot wheels on thick flagstone, and the clamor of travelers of all sorts, likely including soldiers, merchants, and craftsmen. Three companions​—Paul, Silas, and Timothy—​are traveling more than 80 miles (130 km) along this road, from Philippi to Thessalonica. The journey is far from easy, particularly for Paul and Silas. They are nursing the wounds they received in Philippi, where they were beaten with rods.​—Acts 16:22, 23.

2 How do these men keep their minds off the long miles that lie ahead? Conversation surely helps. Still fresh in their minds is the thrilling experience they had when that jailer back in Philippi and his family became believers. That experience has made these travelers even more determined to continue proclaiming the word of God. However, as they approach the coastal city of Thessalonica, they may wonder how the Jews in that city will treat them. Will they be attacked, even beaten, as they were in Philippi?

 3. How can Paul’s example in mustering up boldness to preach be useful to us today?

3 Paul later made his feelings known in a letter he wrote to Christians in Thessalonica: “Although we had first suffered and been insolently treated in Philippi, as you know, we mustered up boldness by means of our God to tell you the good news of God in the face of much opposition.” (1 Thess. 2:2) Paul thus seems to suggest that he had misgivings about entering the city of Thessalonica, particularly after what happened in Philippi. Can you empathize with Paul? Do you ever find it a struggle to proclaim the good news? Paul relied on Jehovah to strengthen him, to help him muster up the boldness he needed. Studying Paul’s example can help you to do the same.​—1 Cor. 4:16.

“He Reasoned . . . From the Scriptures” (Acts 17:1-3)

 4. Why is it likely that Paul spent more than three weeks in Thessalonica?

4 The account tells us that while in Thessalonica, Paul preached in the synagogue for three Sabbaths. Does this mean that his visit to the city lasted just three weeks? Not necessarily. We do not know how soon after his arrival Paul first went to the synagogue. Further, Paul’s letters disclose that while in Thessalonica, he and his companions worked to support themselves. (1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:7, 8) Also, during his stay, Paul twice received provisions from the brothers in Philippi. (Phil. 4:16) So his stay in Thessalonica was likely somewhat longer than three weeks.

 5. In what way did Paul seek to appeal to people?

5 Having mustered up boldness to preach, Paul spoke to those assembled in the synagogue. According to his custom, “he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: ‘This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.’” (Acts 17:2, 3) Note that Paul did not seek to stir up the emotions of his listeners; he appealed to their minds. He knew that those who attended the synagogue were familiar with and respected the Scriptures. What they lacked was understanding. Paul therefore reasoned, explained, and proved from the Scriptures that Jesus of Nazareth was the promised Messiah, or Christ.

 6. How did Jesus reason from the Scriptures, and with what result?

6 Paul followed the standard set by Jesus, who used the Scriptures as the basis for his teaching. During his public ministry, for example, Jesus told his followers that according to the Scriptures, the Son of man must suffer, die, and be raised from the dead. (Matt. 16:21) After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disciples. Surely that alone would show that he had spoken the truth. Yet, Jesus gave them more. Concerning what he said to certain disciples, we read: “Starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures.” With what result? The disciples exclaimed: “Were not our hearts burning within us as he was speaking to us on the road, as he was fully opening up the Scriptures to us?”​—Luke 24:13, 27, 32.

 7. Why is it important to base our teaching on the Scriptures?

7 The message of God’s Word has power. (Heb. 4:12) Christians today thus base their teachings on that Word, as did Jesus, Paul, and the other apostles. We too reason with people, explain what the Scriptures mean, and provide proof of what we teach by opening the Bible to show householders what it says. After all, the message we bring is not ours. By using the Bible liberally, we help people to discern that we proclaim, not our own ideas, but the teachings of God. Additionally, we do well to keep in mind that the message we preach is solidly founded on God’s Word. It is completely reliable. Does knowing that not give you confidence to share the message boldly, as Paul did?





^  (Acts 16:22, 23) And the crowd rose up together against them, and the civil magistrates, after tearing the garments off them, gave the command to beat them with rods. 23 After they had inflicted many blows on them, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to guard them securely.



^  (1 Thess. 2:2) For although we had first suffered and been insolently treated in Phi·lipʹpi, as you know, we mustered up boldness by means of our God to tell you the good news of God in the face of much opposition.



^  (1 Cor. 4:16) I urge you, therefore, become imitators of me.



^ (Acts 17:1-3) They now traveled through Am·phipʹo·lis and Ap·ol·loʹni·a and came to Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.”



^  (1 Thess. 2:9) Surely you remember, brothers, our labor and toil. We were working night and day, so that we would not put an expensive burden on any one of you, when we preached the good news of God to you.



^  (2 Thess. 3:7, 8) For you yourselves know how you should imitate us, because we did not behave in a disorderly way among you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food free. On the contrary, by labor and toil we were working night and day so as not to impose an expensive burden on any one of you.



^  (Phil. 4:16) for while I was in Thes·sa·lo·niʹca, you sent something to me for my need not just once but twice.



^  (Acts 17:2, 3) So according to Paul’s custom he went inside to them, and for three sabbaths he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving by references that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, saying: “This is the Christ, this Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you.”



^  (Matt. 16:21) From that time forward, Jesus began explaining to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and on the third day be raised up.



^  (Luke 24:13) But look! on that very day, two of them were traveling to a village named Em·maʹus, about seven miles from Jerusalem,



^  (Luke 24:27) And starting with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them things pertaining to himself in all the Scriptures.



^  (Luke 24:32) And they said to each other: “Were not our hearts burning within us as he was speaking to us on the road, as he was fully opening up* the Scriptures to us?”

Or “clearly explaining.”


^  (Heb. 4:12) For the word of God is alive and exerts power and is sharper than any two-edged sword and pierces even to the dividing of soul* and spirit,* and of joints from the marrow, and is able to discern thoughts and intentions of the heart.

See Glossary.
See Glossary.








^ ***sjj song 96 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


SONG 96

God’s Own Book​—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


	1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.



	2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.



	3. The time has come with reason for rejoicing:

Jehovah rules by his anointed King.

So now we preach the good news of the Kingdom

And share the hope of blessings it will bring.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.







(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”














^ ***sjj song 30 My Father, My God and Friend***


SONG 30

My Father, My God and Friend


(Hebrews 6:10)


	1. Life in this world can be hard.

Life in this world can bring tears and pain.

Still ev’ry day I will say,

“My life is not in vain.”

(CHORUS)

For God is not unrighteous,

And he remembers the love I’ve shown.

So he is ever near me;

With Jehovah, I’m not alone.

Yes, God is my provider

and my protector down to the end.

Yes, Jehovah is my Father,

My God and Friend.





	2. Gone are the days of my youth;

Days of calamity now are here.

Still through the eyes of my faith,

My hope is bright and clear.

(CHORUS)

For God is not unrighteous,

And he remembers the love I’ve shown.

So he is ever near me;

With Jehovah, I’m not alone.

Yes, God is my provider

and my protector down to the end.

Yes, Jehovah is my Father,

My God and Friend.









(See also Ps. 71:17, 18.)





^ (Heb. 6:10) For God is not unrighteous so as to forget your work and the love you showed for his name by ministering and continuing to minister to the holy ones.



^ (Ps. 71:17, 18) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”








^ ***w23 July p. 21 Imitate Jehovah—Be Reasonable***


 5. Give an example of Jehovah’s humility and compassion.

5 Jehovah’s humility and compassion move him to be reasonable. For example, Jehovah’s humility was evident when he was about to destroy the wicked people of Sodom. Through his angels, Jehovah instructed righteous Lot to flee to the mountainous region. Lot was afraid to go there. So he pleaded that he and his family be allowed to take refuge in Zoar, a small town that was slated for destruction. Jehovah could have insisted that Lot follow His instructions to the letter. Instead, he granted Lot’s request, even though it meant sparing Zoar. (Gen. 19:18-22) Centuries later, Jehovah showed compassion toward the inhabitants of Nineveh. He sent the prophet Jonah to announce the imminent destruction of the city and its wicked inhabitants. But when the Ninevites repented, Jehovah felt sorry for them and spared the city.​—Jonah 3:1, 10; 4:10, 11.





^  (Gen. 19:18-22) Then Lot said to them: “Not there, please, Jehovah! 19 Please, now, your servant has found favor in your eyes and you are showing great kindness* to me by preserving me* alive, but I am not able to flee to the mountainous region because I am afraid that disaster may overtake me and I will die. 20 Please, now, this town is nearby and I can flee there; it is only a small place. May I, please, escape there? It is only a small place. Then I will survive.”* 21 So he said to him: “Very well, I will also show you consideration by not overthrowing the town you speak of. 22 Hurry! Escape there, because I cannot do anything until you arrive there!” That is why he named the town Zoʹar.*

Or “loyal love.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “my soul will live on.”
Meaning “Smallness.”


^  (Jonah 3:1) Then the word of Jehovah came to Joʹnah a second time, saying:



^  (Jonah 3:10) When the true God saw what they did, how they had turned back from their evil ways, he reconsidered* the calamity that he said he would bring on them, and he did not bring it.

Or “felt regret over.”


^  (Jonah 4:10, 11) But Jehovah said: “You felt sorry for the bottle-gourd plant, which you did not work for, nor did you make it grow; it grew in one night and perished in one night. 11 Should I not also feel sorry for Ninʹe·veh the great city, in which there are more than 120,000 men who do not even know right from wrong,* as well as their many animals?”

Or “know their right hand from their left.”








^ ***w23 September pp. 6-7 Rely on Jehovah, as Samson Did***


16. What can we learn from Samson’s mistake?

16 Although Samson experienced the painful consequences of his mistake, he did not stop trying to do Jehovah’s will. Even if we make a mistake and need reproof or lose a privilege, we must not give up. Remember, Jehovah does not give up on us. (Ps. 103:8-10) Despite our mistakes, we can still be useful to Jehovah, just as Samson was.

17-18. What do you find encouraging about Michael’s example? (See also picture.)

17 Consider the example of a young brother named Michael. He was busy in theocratic activities, serving as a ministerial servant and a regular pioneer. Sadly, though, he made a mistake, which resulted in the loss of his congregation privileges. “Until this point,” he says, “things were going full steam ahead in my service to Jehovah. Then all of a sudden, it felt as if I had hit a brick wall. I never thought that Jehovah would abandon me, but I did wonder if my relationship with him would ever be the same again or if I would ever be able to serve him in the congregation as fully as I had.”

18 Commendably, Michael did not give up. He adds: “I focused on repairing my relationship with Jehovah by regularly opening up my heart to him in prayer, studying, and meditating.” In time, Michael regained his good standing in the congregation. He now serves as an elder and a regular pioneer. He notes: “The support and encouragement I received, especially from the elders, helped me to realize that Jehovah still loves me. I can once again serve in the congregation with a clean conscience. This experience has taught me that Jehovah will forgive anyone who is truly repentant.” We can be confident that Jehovah will use us and bless us too even if we have made mistakes, provided that we do all we can to correct our ways and continue to rely on him.​—Ps. 86:5; Prov. 28:13.





^  (Ps. 103:8-10) Jehovah is merciful and compassionate,* Slow to anger and abundant in loyal love.*  9 He will not always find fault, Nor will he stay resentful forever. 10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, Nor has he repaid us what our errors deserve.

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”


^  (Ps. 86:5) For you, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive; You abound in loyal love for all those who call on you.



^  (Prov. 28:13) The one covering over his transgressions will not succeed, But whoever confesses and abandons them will be shown mercy.









^ ***w23 May pp. 26-27 You Can Reach Your Spiritual Goals***


 2. Why should we not get discouraged if we have a spiritual goal that we have not yet achieved?

2 If you currently have a goal that you have not yet achieved, rest assured that you are not a failure. Even reaching a simple goal often requires time and hard work. The fact that you still want to reach your goal shows that you treasure your relationship with Jehovah and want to give him your best. Jehovah values your efforts. Of course, he does not expect more from you than what you can give. (Ps. 103:14; Mic. 6:8) So your goal should be reasonable, according to what your circumstances allow. If it is, what can you do to reach it? Let us discuss some suggestions.





^  (Ps. 103:14) For he well knows how we are formed, Remembering that we are dust.



^  (Mic. 6:8) He has told you, O man, what is good. And what is Jehovah requiring* of you? Only to exercise justice,* to cherish loyalty,* And to walk in modesty with your God!

Or “asking back.”
Or “to be just; to be fair.”
Or “to be kind and loyal in your love.” Lit., “to love loyal love.”








^ ***cl p. 55 Creative Power—“The Maker of Heaven and Earth”***


18, 19. How diverse are the living things that Jehovah has made on this earth, and what does creation teach us about his sovereignty?

18 What do we learn from Jehovah’s use of his creative power? We are awestruck by the diversity of creation. One psalmist exclaimed: “How many your works are, O Jehovah! . . . The earth is full of what you have made.” (Psalm 104:24) How true! Biologists have identified well over a million species of living things on earth; yet, opinions vary as to how many millions more there may be. A human artist may find that his creativity runs dry at times. In contrast, Jehovah’s creativity​—his power to invent and create new and diverse things—​is obviously inexhaustible.





^  (Ps. 104:24) How many your works are, O Jehovah! You have made all of them in wisdom. The earth is full of what you have made.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lmd lesson 3 point 4***


4. Speak kindly and respectfully. When you feel compassion for the person and truly want to help him, it will come through in the way you speak. Choose your words and tone of voice carefully, and avoid saying things that could offend.








^ ***th p. 12 Appropriate Use of Visual Aids***


STUDY 9

Appropriate Use of Visual Aids



Genesis 15:5

SUMMARY: Use visual aids to make important points of instruction more vivid.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Select visual aids that enhance your teaching. Use pictures, diagrams, maps, time lines, or other visual aids to highlight important points, not minor details. Help your listeners to remember not just the visual aid but the point of instruction.



	  Make sure that your listeners can see the visual aid.

Well before your presentation, ensure that any visual aids you plan to use are ready.













IN THE MINISTRY


Direct a listener’s attention to artwork in a publication, and ask him to comment on what he sees. Ask additional questions, as needed, to emphasize key ideas. When playing a video, turn the screen to face your listener. Generally, it is not necessary to talk while the video is playing.







^ (Gen. 15:5) He now brought him outside and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to do so.” Then he said to him: “So your offspring* will become.”

Lit., “seed.”








^ ***lmd Truths We Love to Teach***


	6. A husband should “love his wife as he does himself.”​—Eph. 5:33; Col. 3:19.









^ (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^ (Col. 3:19) You husbands, keep on loving your wives and do not be bitterly angry* with them.

Or “be harsh.”








^ ***th p. 4 Effective Introduction***


STUDY 1

Effective Introduction



Acts 17:22

SUMMARY: Your introduction should arouse interest, identify your subject, and show why your listeners should be interested in it.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Arouse interest. Select a question, statement, real-life experience, or news item that will be of interest to your listeners.

In advance, give careful thought to the interests and concerns of your listeners and adapt your introduction accordingly.








	  Identify your subject. Make sure that your introduction makes the subject and purpose of your presentation clear to your listeners.



	  Show why the subject is important. Adapt what you say to the practical needs of your listeners. They should clearly understand how the subject can help them personally.

While preparing a discourse, ask yourself, ‘What situations are brothers and sisters in my congregation facing?’ Then tailor your introduction to their needs.













IN THE MINISTRY


To determine what a person might be interested in, observe his or her activities or surroundings. Begin a conversation by asking a question or making a brief comment about those things.







^ (Acts 17:22) Paul now stood in the midst of the Ar·e·opʹa·gus and said: “Men of Athens, I see that in all things you seem to be more given to the fear of the deities* than others are.

Or “more religious.”








^ ***sjj song 44 A Prayer of the Lowly One***


SONG 44

A Prayer of the Lowly One


(Psalm 4:1)


	1. Jehovah God, I call to you and ask you:

“Hear my prayer.”

My wounds are deep and slow to heal;

my load is hard to bear.

Despondent thoughts and disappointed hopes

have left me weak.

O God of comfort, care for me;

your favor I do seek.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.





	2. Your Word has been my comfort and

a refuge when I’m weak,

Expressing feelings dear to me

in words I cannot speak.

Please build in me the faith and trust

that your Word does impart.

And help me always know your love

is greater than my heart.

(CHORUS)

Do raise me up; help me endure.

When I’m in doubt, make my hope sure.

From deep despair, I turn to you.

Jehovah God, my strength renew.









(See also Ps. 42:6; 119:28; Rom. 8:26; 2 Cor. 4:16; 1 John 3:20.)





^ (Ps. 4:1) When I call, answer me, O my righteous God. Make a way of escape* for me in my distress. Show me favor and hear my prayer.

Lit., “Make broad space.”


^ (Ps. 42:6) My God, I am* in despair. That is why I remember you, From the land of Jordan and the peaks of Herʹmon, From Mount Mi·zarʹ.*

Or “my soul is.”
Or “the little mountain.”


^ (Ps. 119:28) I have* been sleepless from grief. Strengthen me according to your word.

Or “My soul has.”


^ (Rom. 8:26) In like manner, the spirit also joins in with help for our weakness; for the problem is that we do not know what we should pray for as we need to, but the spirit itself pleads for us with unuttered* groanings.

Or “unspoken.”


^ (2 Cor. 4:16) Therefore, we do not give up, but even if the man we are outside is wasting away, certainly the man we are inside is being renewed from day to day.



^ (1 John 3:20) regarding whatever our hearts may condemn us in, because God is greater than our hearts and knows all things.









^ ***bt pp. 135-136 “He Reasoned With Them From the Scriptures”***


8-10. (a) In what ways did people in Thessalonica respond to the good news? (b) Why were some of the Jews jealous of Paul? (c) How did the Jewish opposers act?

8 Paul had already experienced the truthfulness of Jesus’ words: “A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.” (John 15:20) In Thessalonica, Paul met just such a mixed response​—some were eager to observe the word, while others resisted it. Concerning those who reacted favorably, Luke writes: “Some of them [the Jews] became believers [Christians] and associated themselves with Paul and Silas, and so did a great multitude of the Greeks who worshipped God, along with quite a few of the principal women.” (Acts 17:4) Surely these new disciples rejoiced to have the Scriptures opened to their understanding.

9 Though some appreciated Paul’s words, others gnashed their teeth at him. Some of the Jews in Thessalonica were jealous of Paul’s success at winning over “a great multitude of the Greeks.” Those Jews, intent on making Jewish proselytes, had instructed the Greek Gentiles in the teachings of the Hebrew Scriptures and looked upon those Greeks as belonging to them. Suddenly, though, it seemed that Paul was stealing these Greeks away, and right at the synagogue! The Jews were furious.

10 Luke tells us what happened next: “The Jews, getting jealous, gathered together some wicked men who were loitering at the marketplace and formed a mob and proceeded to throw the city into an uproar. They assaulted the house of Jason and were seeking to have Paul and Silas brought out to the mob. When they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers to the city rulers, crying out: ‘These men who have overturned the inhabited earth are present here also, and Jason has received them as his guests. All these men act in opposition to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king, Jesus.’” (Acts 17:5-7) How would this mob action affect Paul and his companions?

11. What charges were brought against Paul and his fellow Kingdom proclaimers, and what decree might the accusers have had in mind? (See footnote.)

11 A mob is an ugly thing. It rushes with the fury of a swollen river​—violent and uncontrolled. This was the weapon that the Jews employed to try to rid themselves of Paul and Silas. Then, after the Jews had thrown the city “into an uproar,” they tried to convince the rulers that the charges were weighty. The first charge was that Paul and his fellow Kingdom proclaimers had “overturned the inhabited earth,” though Paul and his companions had not caused the uproar in Thessalonica! The second charge was far more serious. The Jews argued that the missionaries proclaimed another King, Jesus, thereby violating the decrees of the emperor.*

12. What shows that the charges against Christians in Thessalonica could have brought serious consequences?

12 Recall that the religious leaders brought a similar charge against Jesus. To Pilate they said: “We found this man subverting our nation . . . and saying he himself is Christ a king.” (Luke 23:2) Possibly fearing that the emperor might conclude that Pilate condoned high treason, he sentenced Jesus to death. Similarly, the charges against the Christians in Thessalonica could have brought serious consequences. One reference work states: “It is hard to exaggerate the danger to which this exposed them, for ‘the very suggestion of treason against the Emperors often proved fatal to the accused.’” Would this hateful attack prove successful?





^  (John 15:20) Keep in mind the word I said to you: A slave is not greater than his master. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have observed my word, they will also observe yours.



^  (Acts 17:4) As a result, some of them became believers and associated themselves with Paul and Silas, and so did a great multitude of the Greeks who worshipped God, along with quite a few of the principal women.



^  (Acts 17:5-7) But the Jews, getting jealous, gathered together some wicked men who were loitering at the marketplace and formed a mob and proceeded to throw the city into an uproar. They assaulted the house of Jaʹson and were seeking to have Paul and Silas brought out to the mob. 6 When they did not find them, they dragged Jaʹson and some of the brothers to the city rulers, crying out: “These men who have overturned* the inhabited earth are present here also, 7 and Jaʹson has received them as his guests. All these men act in opposition to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king, Jesus.”

Or “stirred up trouble throughout.”


^  (Luke 23:2) Then they began to accuse him, saying: “We found this man subverting our nation, forbidding the paying of taxes to Caesar, and saying he himself is Christ a king.”







^  According to one scholar, there was at that time a decree of Caesar forbidding the making of any prediction “of the coming of a new king or kingdom, especially one that might be said to supplant or judge the existing emperor.” Paul’s enemies might well have misrepresented the apostle’s message as a violation of such a decree. See the box “The Caesars and the Book of Acts.”









^ ***bt p. 137 “He Reasoned With Them From the Scriptures”***

THE CAESARS AND THE BOOK OF ACTS


All of the events recorded in the book of Acts​—and for that matter, in the entire Christian Greek Scriptures—​take place within the borders of the Roman Empire. Thus, the supreme secular authority was always the Roman emperor. He was the one to whom the Thessalonian Jews referred when they spoke of “the decrees of Caesar.” (Acts 17:7) Four emperors ruled during the period covered by Acts​—Tiberius, Gaius, Claudius I, and Nero.

	  Tiberius (14-37 C.E.) was emperor during all of Jesus’ ministry and during the first few years of the existence of the Christian congregation. At Jesus’ trial, it was to Tiberius that the Jews were referring when they shouted: “If you [Pilate] release this man, you are not a friend of Caesar. . . . We have no king but Caesar.”​—John 19:12, 15.



	  Gaius, also known as Caligula (37-41 C.E.), is not mentioned in the Christian Greek Scriptures.



	  Claudius I (41-54 C.E.) is named twice in the book of Acts. As foretold by the Christian prophet Agabus, “a great famine,” dated about 46 C.E., came “on the entire inhabited earth . . . in the time of Claudius.” Moreover, in 49 or early 50 C.E., Claudius “ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,” a decree that prompted Aquila and Priscilla to move to Corinth, where they met the apostle Paul.​—Acts 11:28; 18:1, 2.



	  Nero (54-68 C.E.) was the Caesar to whom Paul appealed. (Acts 25:11) It is said that this emperor later blamed the Christians for the fire that destroyed much of Rome in about 64 C.E. Soon thereafter, in about 65 C.E., the apostle Paul suffered his second imprisonment in Rome and was executed.











^ (Acts 17:7) and Jaʹson has received them as his guests. All these men act in opposition to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king, Jesus.”



^ (John 19:12) For this reason Pilate kept trying to find a way to release him, but the Jews shouted: “If you release this man, you are not a friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes himself a king speaks against* Caesar.”

Or “opposes.”


^ (John 19:15) However, they shouted: “Take him away! Take him away! To the stake with him!”* Pilate said to them: “Shall I execute your king?” The chief priests answered: “We have no king but Caesar.”

Or “Execute him on the stake!”


^ (Acts 11:28) One of them named Agʹa·bus stood up and foretold through the spirit that a great famine was about to come on the entire inhabited earth, which, in fact, did take place in the time of Claudius.



^ (Acts 18:1, 2) After this he departed from Athens and came to Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aqʹui·la, a native of Ponʹtus who had recently come from Italy with Pris·cilʹla his wife, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. So he went to them,



^ (Acts 25:11) If I am really a wrongdoer and have committed anything deserving of death, I do not beg off from dying; but if there is no substance to the accusations these men have made against me, no man has the right to hand me over to them as a favor. I appeal to Caesar!”









^ ***sjj song 55 Fear Them Not!***


SONG 55

Fear Them Not!


(Matthew 10:28)


	1. Ever onward, O my people,

Let the Kingdom tidings go.

Tremble not before our foe.

Let all lovers of truth know

That my reigning Son, Christ Jesus,

To the earth has cast the foe,

Soon to bind the Devil, Satan,

Letting all his victims go.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.





	2. Even though your foes are many,

Though they threaten and revile,

Though they flatter and they smile,

To mislead and to beguile.

Fear them not, my faithful people,

Nor their persecution’s heat,

For I will preserve the faithful

Till the vict’ry is complete.

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.





	3. Never fear you are forgotten;

I am still your strength and shield.

Though you die upon the field,

Even death to me will yield.

Fear them not who kill the body

But cannot destroy the soul.

To the end may you be faithful;

I will bring you to your goal!

(CHORUS)

Fear them not, O my beloved,

Though their boasting threats may fly.

I will keep my faithful servant

As the apple of my eye.









(See also Deut. 32:10; Neh. 4:14; Ps. 59:1; 83:2, 3.)





^ (Matt. 10:28) And do not become fearful of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear him who can destroy both soul and body in Ge·henʹna.



^ (Deut. 32:10) He found him in a wilderness land And in an empty, howling desert. He protectively encircled him, took care of him, And safeguarded him as the pupil of his eye.



^ (Neh. 4:14) When I saw their fear, I immediately rose and said to the nobles and the deputy rulers and the rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of them. Remember Jehovah, who is great and awe-inspiring; and fight for your brothers, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes.”



^ (Ps. 59:1) Rescue me from my enemies, O my God; Protect me from those rising up against me.



^ (Ps. 83:2, 3) For look! your enemies are in an uproar; Those who hate you act arrogantly.*  3 With cunning they secretly plot against your people; They conspire against your treasured ones.*

Or “raise their heads.”
Lit., “concealed ones.”
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