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Cover picture: King Saul and his men after failing to capture David











JULY 1-7

PSALMS 57-59



Song 148 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD






[image: King Saul, amid his soldiers, looking up and speaking while holding the cutoff edge of his sleeveless coat.]

King Saul and his men after failing to capture David





1. Jehovah Frustrates Those Who Oppose His People



(10 min.)



David was forced to hide from King Saul (1Sa 24:3; Ps 57, superscription)

Jehovah frustrated the efforts of David’s opposers (1Sa 24:7-10, 17-22; Ps 57:3)

Efforts of opposers often backfire (Ps 57:6; bt 220-221 ¶14-15)





[image: A group of brothers and sisters who were deported to Siberia.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘How can I show reliance on Jehovah when experiencing opposition?’​—Ps 57:2.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 57:7​—What does it mean to have a steadfast heart? (w23.07 18-19 ¶16-17)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 59:1-17 (th study 12)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Perseverance​—What Paul Did



(7 min.) Discussion. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss lmd lesson 7 points 1-2.





5. Perseverance​—Imitate Paul



(8 min.) Discussion based on lmd lesson 7 points 3-5 and “See Also.”






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 65

6. Local Needs



(15 min.)





7. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 12 ¶1-6, box on p. 96





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 78 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 57:0-59:17) To the director; set to “Do Not Bring to Ruin.” Of David. Mikʹtam.* When he ran away from Saul into the cave. 57 Show me favor, O God, show me favor, For I take* refuge in you, And in the shadow of your wings I take refuge until the troubles pass.  2 I call to God the Most High, To the true God, who brings them to an end for me.  3 He will send help from heaven and save me. He will frustrate the one snapping at me. (Selah) God will send his loyal love and his faithfulness.  4 I am* surrounded by lions; I must lie among men who want to devour me, Whose teeth are spears and arrows And whose tongue is a sharp sword.  5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; May your glory be over all the earth.  6 They have prepared a net to ensnare my feet; I am* bowed down with distress. They have dug a pit ahead of me, But they fell into it themselves. (Selah)  7 My heart is steadfast, O God, My heart is steadfast. I will sing and make music.  8 Do awake, my glory. Do awake, O stringed instrument; you too, O harp. I will awaken the dawn.  9 I will praise you among the peoples, O Jehovah; I will sing praises* to you among the nations. 10 For your loyal love is great, as high as the heavens, And your faithfulness, up to the skies. 11 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; May your glory be over all the earth. 
To the director; set to “Do Not Bring to Ruin.” Of David. Mikʹtam.* 58 Can you speak about righteousness when you are silent? Can you judge in uprightness, you sons of men?  2 Instead, you devise unrighteousness in your heart, And your hands dispense violence in the land.  3 The wicked go astray* from birth;* They are wayward, liars from the time they are born.  4 Their venom is like the venom of serpents; They are deaf like the cobra that stops up its ear.  5 It will not listen to the voice of charmers, No matter how skillful their spells.  6 O God, knock the teeth out of their mouth! Break the jaws of these lions,* O Jehovah!  7 May they disappear like waters that drain away. May He bend his bow and make them fall by his arrows.  8 May they be like a snail that melts away as it moves along; Like a woman’s stillborn child who never sees the sun.  9 Before your cooking pots feel the heat of the bramble, He will sweep away both the moist and the burning twig, as in a storm wind. 10 The righteous one will rejoice because he has seen the vengeance; His feet will be drenched with the blood of the wicked. 11 Then men will say: “Surely there is a reward for the righteous. There is indeed a God who judges in the earth.” 
To the director; set to “Do Not Bring to Ruin.” Of David. Mikʹtam.* When Saul sent men to watch David’s* house to put him to death. 59 Rescue me from my enemies, O my God; Protect me from those rising up against me.  2 Rescue me from those who act wickedly, And save me from violent* men.  3 Look! They wait to ambush me;* Strong men attack me But not because I have revolted or sinned, O Jehovah.  4 Though I did no wrong, they run and prepare to attack. Do arise at my calling and see.  5 For you, O Jehovah God of armies, are the God of Israel. Awake to turn your attention to all the nations. Do not show mercy to any malicious traitors. (Selah)  6 They return each evening; They growl* like dogs and prowl around the city.  7 Look what pours* forth from their mouth; Their lips are like swords, For they say: “Who is listening?”  8 But you, O Jehovah, will laugh at them; You will scoff at all the nations.  9 O my Strength, I will keep watch for you; For God is my secure refuge.* 10 The God who shows loyal love to me will come to my aid; God will cause me to look in triumph on my foes. 11 Do not kill them, so that my people may not forget. By your power make them wander about; Cause their downfall, O Jehovah, our shield. 12 For the sin of their mouth, the word of their lips, May they be trapped by their pride, Because of the cursing and deception that they speak. 13 Finish them off in your wrath; Finish them off, so that they are no more; Make them know that God is ruling in Jacob and to the ends of the earth. (Selah) 14 Let them return in the evening; Let them growl* like dogs and prowl around the city. 15 Let them wander about for something to eat; Do not let them be satisfied or find a lodging place. 16 But as for me, I will sing about your strength; In the morning I will joyfully tell about your loyal love. For you are my secure refuge And a place for me to flee in my time of distress. 17 O my Strength, to you I will sing praises,* For God is my secure refuge, the God who shows loyal love to me.

See Glossary.
Or “my soul takes.”
Or “My soul is.”
Or “My soul is.”
Or “make music.”
See Glossary.
Or “are corrupt.”
Lit., “from the womb.”
Or “maned young lions.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “the.”
Or “bloodthirsty.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “bark.”
Or “bubbles.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “bark.”
Or “make music.”


^ (1 Sam. 24:3) Saul came to the stone sheepfolds along the road, where there was a cave, and he went in to relieve himself* while David and his men were sitting in the recesses at the back of the cave.

Lit., “to cover his feet.”


^ (Ps. 57:0-11) To the director; set to “Do Not Bring to Ruin.” Of David. Mikʹtam.* When he ran away from Saul into the cave. 57 Show me favor, O God, show me favor, For I take* refuge in you, And in the shadow of your wings I take refuge until the troubles pass.  2 I call to God the Most High, To the true God, who brings them to an end for me.  3 He will send help from heaven and save me. He will frustrate the one snapping at me. (Selah) God will send his loyal love and his faithfulness.  4 I am* surrounded by lions; I must lie among men who want to devour me, Whose teeth are spears and arrows And whose tongue is a sharp sword.  5 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; May your glory be over all the earth.  6 They have prepared a net to ensnare my feet; I am* bowed down with distress. They have dug a pit ahead of me, But they fell into it themselves. (Selah)  7 My heart is steadfast, O God, My heart is steadfast. I will sing and make music.  8 Do awake, my glory. Do awake, O stringed instrument; you too, O harp. I will awaken the dawn.  9 I will praise you among the peoples, O Jehovah; I will sing praises* to you among the nations. 10 For your loyal love is great, as high as the heavens, And your faithfulness, up to the skies. 11 Be exalted above the heavens, O God; May your glory be over all the earth.

See Glossary.
Or “my soul takes.”
Or “My soul is.”
Or “My soul is.”
Or “make music.”


^ (1 Sam. 24:7-10) So David restrained* his men with these words, and he did not allow them to attack Saul. As for Saul, he rose up from the cave and went on his way. 8 Then David got up and went out from the cave and called out after Saul: “My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down low with his face to the ground and prostrated himself. 9 David said to Saul: “Why do you listen to the words of men who say, ‘Look! David is seeking to harm you’? 10 This very day your own eyes have seen how Jehovah gave you into my hand in the cave. But when someone said to kill you, I had pity on you and said, ‘I will not lift my hand against my lord, for he is the anointed of Jehovah.’

Or possibly, “dispersed.”


^ (1 Sam. 24:17-22) He said to David: “You are more righteous than I am, for you have treated me well and I have repaid you with evil. 18 Yes, today you have told me of the good you did by not killing me when Jehovah surrendered me into your hand. 19 For what man finds his enemy and sends him on his way unharmed? Jehovah will reward you with good because of what you have done for me today. 20 And now look! I know that you will surely rule as king and that in your hand the kingdom of Israel will endure. 21 Now swear to me by Jehovah that you will not wipe out my descendants* after me and that you will not annihilate my name out of my father’s house.” 22 So David swore to Saul, after which Saul went home. But David and his men went up to the stronghold.

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Ps. 57:3) He will send help from heaven and save me. He will frustrate the one snapping at me. (Selah) God will send his loyal love and his faithfulness.



^ (Ps. 57:6) They have prepared a net to ensnare my feet; I am* bowed down with distress. They have dug a pit ahead of me, But they fell into it themselves. (Selah)

Or “My soul is.”


^ (Ps. 57:2) I call to God the Most High, To the true God, who brings them to an end for me.



^ (Ps. 57:7) My heart is steadfast, O God, My heart is steadfast. I will sing and make music.



^ (Ps. 59:1-17) Rescue me from my enemies, O my God; Protect me from those rising up against me.  2 Rescue me from those who act wickedly, And save me from violent* men.  3 Look! They wait to ambush me;* Strong men attack me But not because I have revolted or sinned, O Jehovah.  4 Though I did no wrong, they run and prepare to attack. Do arise at my calling and see.  5 For you, O Jehovah God of armies, are the God of Israel. Awake to turn your attention to all the nations. Do not show mercy to any malicious traitors. (Selah)  6 They return each evening; They growl* like dogs and prowl around the city.  7 Look what pours* forth from their mouth; Their lips are like swords, For they say: “Who is listening?”  8 But you, O Jehovah, will laugh at them; You will scoff at all the nations.  9 O my Strength, I will keep watch for you; For God is my secure refuge.* 10 The God who shows loyal love to me will come to my aid; God will cause me to look in triumph on my foes. 11 Do not kill them, so that my people may not forget. By your power make them wander about; Cause their downfall, O Jehovah, our shield. 12 For the sin of their mouth, the word of their lips, May they be trapped by their pride, Because of the cursing and deception that they speak. 13 Finish them off in your wrath; Finish them off, so that they are no more; Make them know that God is ruling in Jacob and to the ends of the earth. (Selah) 14 Let them return in the evening; Let them growl* like dogs and prowl around the city. 15 Let them wander about for something to eat; Do not let them be satisfied or find a lodging place. 16 But as for me, I will sing about your strength; In the morning I will joyfully tell about your loyal love. For you are my secure refuge And a place for me to flee in my time of distress. 17 O my Strength, to you I will sing praises,* For God is my secure refuge, the God who shows loyal love to me.

Or “bloodthirsty.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “bark.”
Or “bubbles.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “bark.”
Or “make music.”







JULY 8-14

PSALMS 60-62



Song 2 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD






[image: Collage: 1. A man runs to a fortified tower. 2. A man smiles and gestures toward his tent where guests are eating a meal. 3. A large rock mass.]



1. Jehovah Gives Us Security, Protection, and Stability



(10 min.)



Jehovah is like a strong tower (Ps 61:3; it-2 1118 ¶7)

Jehovah allows us to be a guest in his tent (Ps 61:4; it-2 1084 ¶8)

Jehovah is like a rock (Ps 62:2; w02 4/15 16 ¶14)



ASK YOURSELF, ‘How is my life better because I know Jehovah and rely on him?’





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 62:11​—In what way does ‘strength belong to God’? (w06 6/1 11 ¶6)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 60:1–61:8 (th study 10)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Initiate a conversation after someone shows you kindness. (lmd lesson 2 point 3)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Tell the person about the JW Library® app, and show him how to install it. (lmd lesson 7 point 4)





6. Talk



(5 min.) w22.02 4-5 ¶7-10​—Theme: Trust In Jehovah When You Receive Direction. (th study 20)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 12

7. Nothing Can “Separate Us From God’s Love”



(10 min.) Discussion.



Play the VIDEO. Then ask the audience:

	  In what specific ways did Jehovah care for Brother Nyirenda during times of persecution?


Your answer









8. Become Jehovah’s Friend​—The Steps to Baptism



(5 min.) Discussion. Play the VIDEO. Then, if possible, invite selected children to the platform and ask: When getting baptized, what matters more than your age? What are some steps to baptism?





9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 12 ¶7-13, box on p. 97





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 63 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 60:0-62:12) To the director; set to “The Lily of Reminder.” Mikʹtam.* Of David. For teaching. When he fought with Aʹram-na·ha·raʹim and Aʹram-Zoʹbah, and Joʹab returned and struck down 12,000 Eʹdom·ites in the Valley of Salt. 60 O God, you rejected us; you broke through our defenses. You were angry with us; but now accept us back!  2 You caused the earth to quake; you split it open. Repair its breaches, for it is falling.  3 You caused your people to suffer hardship. You made us drink wine that makes us stagger.  4 Give* a signal to those fearing you To flee and dodge the bow. (Selah)  5 So that your loved ones may be rescued, Save us with your right hand and answer us.  6 God has spoken in his holiness:* “I will exult, I will give out Sheʹchem as an inheritance, And I will measure off the Valley* of Sucʹcoth.  7 Gilʹe·ad belongs to me, as does Ma·nasʹseh, And Eʹphra·im is the helmet* for my head; Judah is my commander’s staff.  8 Moʹab is my washbasin. Over Eʹdom I will throw my sandal. Over Phi·lisʹti·a I will shout in triumph.”  9 Who will bring me to the besieged* city? Who will lead me as far as Eʹdom? 10 Is it not you, O God, who have rejected us, Our God, who no longer goes out with our armies? 11 Help us in our distress, For salvation by humans is worthless. 12 By God we will gain power, And he will trample on our adversaries. 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. Of David. 61 Hear, O God, my cry for help. Do pay attention to my prayer.  2 From the ends of the earth I will cry out to you When my heart is in despair.* Lead me onto a rock that is higher than I am.  3 For you are my refuge, A strong tower that protects me from the enemy.  4 I will be a guest in your tent forever; I will take refuge in the shelter of your wings. (Selah)  5 For you, O God, have heard my vows. You have given me the inheritance belonging to those who fear your name.  6 You will add days to the life* of the king, And his years will be from generation to generation.  7 He will sit enthroned* forever before God; Grant him* loyal love and faithfulness, so that these may safeguard him.  8 Then I will sing praises* to your name forever As I pay my vows day after day. 
To the director; of Je·duʹthun.* A melody of David. 62 Indeed, I wait* silently for God. My salvation comes from him.  2 Indeed, he is my rock and my salvation, my secure refuge;* I will never be greatly shaken.  3 How long will you assault a man in order to murder him? All of you are as dangerous as a leaning wall, a stone wall ready to collapse.*  4 For they consult together to topple him from his high position;* They take pleasure in lying. With their mouth they bless, but inside they are cursing. (Selah)  5 Indeed, I wait silently* for God Because my hope comes from him.  6 Indeed, he is my rock and my salvation, my secure refuge; I will never be shaken.  7 Upon God depends my salvation and my glory. My strong rock, my refuge, is God.  8 Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)  9 The sons of men are a mere breath, The sons of mankind are a delusion. When laid together on the scales, they are lighter than a mere breath. 10 Do not trust in extortion Or put false hopes in robbery. If your wealth increases, do not set your heart on it. 11 Once God has spoken, twice I have heard this: That strength belongs to God. 12 Also loyal love is yours, O Jehovah, For you repay each one according to his deeds.

See Glossary.
Or possibly, “You have given.”
Or possibly, “in his holy place.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Lit., “stronghold.”
Or possibly, “fortified.”
Or “grows feeble.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “will dwell.”
Or “Assign.”
Or “make music.”
See Glossary.
Or “my soul waits.”
Or “secure height.”
Or possibly, “All of you, as if he were a leaning wall, a stone wall ready to collapse.”
Or “his dignity.”
Or “wait silently, O my soul.”


^ (Ps. 61:3) For you are my refuge, A strong tower that protects me from the enemy.



^ (Ps. 61:4) I will be a guest in your tent forever; I will take refuge in the shelter of your wings. (Selah)



^ (Ps. 62:2) Indeed, he is my rock and my salvation, my secure refuge;* I will never be greatly shaken.

Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 62:11) Once God has spoken, twice I have heard this: That strength belongs to God.



^ (Pss. 60:1-61:8) O God, you rejected us; you broke through our defenses. You were angry with us; but now accept us back!  2 You caused the earth to quake; you split it open. Repair its breaches, for it is falling.  3 You caused your people to suffer hardship. You made us drink wine that makes us stagger.  4 Give* a signal to those fearing you To flee and dodge the bow. (Selah)  5 So that your loved ones may be rescued, Save us with your right hand and answer us.  6 God has spoken in his holiness:* “I will exult, I will give out Sheʹchem as an inheritance, And I will measure off the Valley* of Sucʹcoth.  7 Gilʹe·ad belongs to me, as does Ma·nasʹseh, And Eʹphra·im is the helmet* for my head; Judah is my commander’s staff.  8 Moʹab is my washbasin. Over Eʹdom I will throw my sandal. Over Phi·lisʹti·a I will shout in triumph.”  9 Who will bring me to the besieged* city? Who will lead me as far as Eʹdom? 10 Is it not you, O God, who have rejected us, Our God, who no longer goes out with our armies? 11 Help us in our distress, For salvation by humans is worthless. 12 By God we will gain power, And he will trample on our adversaries. 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. Of David. 61 Hear, O God, my cry for help. Do pay attention to my prayer.  2 From the ends of the earth I will cry out to you When my heart is in despair.* Lead me onto a rock that is higher than I am.  3 For you are my refuge, A strong tower that protects me from the enemy.  4 I will be a guest in your tent forever; I will take refuge in the shelter of your wings. (Selah)  5 For you, O God, have heard my vows. You have given me the inheritance belonging to those who fear your name.  6 You will add days to the life* of the king, And his years will be from generation to generation.  7 He will sit enthroned* forever before God; Grant him* loyal love and faithfulness, so that these may safeguard him.  8 Then I will sing praises* to your name forever As I pay my vows day after day.

Or possibly, “You have given.”
Or possibly, “in his holy place.”
Or “Low Plain.”
Lit., “stronghold.”
Or possibly, “fortified.”
Or “grows feeble.”
Lit., “days.”
Or “will dwell.”
Or “Assign.”
Or “make music.”







JULY 15-21

PSALMS 63-65



Song 108 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. “Your Loyal Love Is Better Than Life”



(10 min.)



A good relationship with God is more precious than life itself (Ps 63:3; w01 10/15 15-16 ¶17-18)

Meditating on Jehovah’s expressions of loyal love increases our appreciation for him (Ps 63:6; w19.12 28 ¶4; w15 10/15 24 ¶7)

Appreciation for God’s loyal love moves us to praise him joyfully (Ps 63:4, 5; w09 7/15 16 ¶6)





[image: Collage: A sister reading the Bible. 1. She joyfully works with another sister in the ministry. 2. She comments at a meeting.]




FAMILY WORSHIP IDEA: Discuss ways that Jehovah has shown loyal love to you.





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 64:3​—How does this verse motivate us to keep our speech positive? (w07 11/15 15 ¶6)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 63:1–64:10 (th study 12)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(2 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. The householder does not speak your language. (lmd lesson 3 point 4)





5. Starting a Conversation



(2 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. The conversation concludes before you can give a witness. (lmd lesson 2 point 4)





6. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) PUBLIC WITNESSING. Find out what topic interests the person, and arrange to follow up. (lmd lesson 1 point 5)





7. Explaining Your Beliefs



(4 min.) Demonstration. ijwfq 51​—Theme: Why Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Speak With People Who Have Previously Said “I’m Not Interested”? (lmd lesson 4 point 3)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 154

8. How We Show Love to God



(15 min.) Discussion.



Jehovah is “abundant in loyal love.” (Ps 86:15) The expression “loyal love” refers to love motivated by commitment, integrity, loyalty, and deep attachment. Although Jehovah shows love to humans in general, “loyal love” describes the love that he has reserved for his servants, those who have a special relationship with him. (Ps 33:18; 63:3; Joh 3:16; Ac 14:17) We can demonstrate our appreciation for Jehovah’s loyal love by showing love to him in return. How? By obeying his commandments, including the command to “make disciples.”​—Mt 28:19; 1Jo 5:3.

Play the VIDEO Display Unfailing Love in the Ministry. Then ask the audience:

How will love motivate us to share the good news when



[image: A scene from the video “Display Unfailing Love in the Ministry.” The father from the video falls asleep on a sofa after coming home from work.]



	  we are tired?


Your answer







[image: A scene from the video “Display Unfailing Love in the Ministry.” An angry householder speaks harshly to the father, who is accompanied by his son in the ministry.]



	  we meet with opposition?


Your answer







[image: A scene from the video “Display Unfailing Love in the Ministry.” The mother and the daughter from the video speak to an employee at a supermarket.]



	  we are going about our daily activities?


Your answer









9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 12 ¶14-20





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 79 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 63:0-65:13) A melody of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah. 63 O God, you are my God, I keep looking for you. I do thirst* for you. I am* faint with longing for you In a dry and parched land, where there is no water.  2 So I have looked upon you in the holy place; I have seen your strength and your glory.  3 Because your loyal love is better than life, My own lips will glorify you.  4 Thus I will praise you all my life; In your name I will lift up my hands.  5 I am* satisfied with the best and choicest portion,* So my mouth will praise you with joy on my lips.  6 I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.  7 For you are my helper, And I shout joyfully in the shadow of your wings.  8 I cling* to you; Your right hand keeps fast hold on me.  9 But those who seek to destroy my life* Will descend into the depths of the earth. 10 They will be handed over to the power of the sword; They will become food for jackals.* 11 But the king will rejoice in God. Every person swearing by Him will exult,* For the mouth of those speaking lies will be silenced. 
To the director. A melody of David. 64 Hear my voice, O God, as I plead. Safeguard my life from the dreadfulness of the enemy.  2 Shield me from the secret plots of wicked men, From the crowd of wrongdoers.  3 They sharpen their tongue just like a sword; They aim their cruel words like arrows,  4 To shoot at the innocent from their hiding places; They shoot at him suddenly, without fear.  5 They hold fast to their evil intent;* They discuss how to hide their traps. They say: “Who will see them?”  6 They search out new ways of wrongdoing; They secretly devise their shrewd strategy; The thinking within each one’s heart is unfathomable.  7 But God will shoot at them; Suddenly they will be wounded by an arrow.  8 Their own tongue will cause their downfall; All those looking on will shake their head.  9 Then all men will become afraid, And they will proclaim what God has done, And they will have insight into his deeds. 10 The righteous one will rejoice in Jehovah and take refuge in him; All the upright in heart will exult.* 
To the director. A melody of David. A song. 65 Praise awaits you, O God, in Zion; We will pay our vows to you.  2 O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.  3 My errors have overwhelmed me, But you cover over our transgressions.  4 Happy is the one whom you choose and bring near To reside in your courtyards. We will be satisfied with the goodness of your house, Your holy temple.*  5 You will answer us with awe-inspiring deeds of righteousness, O God of our salvation; You are the Confidence of all the ends of the earth And of those distant across the sea.  6 You* firmly established the mountains by your power; You* are clothed with mightiness.  7 You* calm the raging seas, The crash of their waves and the turmoil of the nations.  8 The inhabitants of remote places will be awestruck by your signs; You will cause those from the sunrise to the sunset to shout joyfully.  9 You care for the earth, Making it abundantly fruitful* and very rich. The stream from God is full of water; You provide grain for them, For that is how you prepared the earth. 10 You drench its furrows and level off its plowed soil;* You soften it with showers of rain; you bless its growth. 11 You crown the year with your goodness; Your tracks overflow with abundance.* 12 The pastures of the wilderness keep overflowing,* And the hills are clothed with joyfulness. 13 The pastures are covered with flocks, And the valleys* are carpeted with grain. They shout in triumph, yes, they sing.

Or “My soul thirsts.”
Lit., “My flesh is.”
Or “My soul is.”
Lit., “as with fat and fatness.”
Or “My soul clings.”
Or “destroy my soul; kill me.”
Or “foxes.”
Or “boast.”
Or “They encourage one another to do evil.”
Or “boast.”
Lit., “all flesh.”
Or “sanctuary.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “He.”
Lit., “making it overflow.”
Or “its ridges.”
Lit., “drip with fatness.”
Lit., “dripping.”
Or “low plains.”


^ (Ps. 63:3) Because your loyal love is better than life, My own lips will glorify you.



^ (Ps. 63:6) I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.



^ (Ps. 63:4, 5) Thus I will praise you all my life; In your name I will lift up my hands.  5 I am* satisfied with the best and choicest portion,* So my mouth will praise you with joy on my lips.

Or “My soul is.”
Lit., “as with fat and fatness.”


^ (Ps. 64:3) They sharpen their tongue just like a sword; They aim their cruel words like arrows,



^ (Pss. 63:1-64:10) O God, you are my God, I keep looking for you. I do thirst* for you. I am* faint with longing for you In a dry and parched land, where there is no water.  2 So I have looked upon you in the holy place; I have seen your strength and your glory.  3 Because your loyal love is better than life, My own lips will glorify you.  4 Thus I will praise you all my life; In your name I will lift up my hands.  5 I am* satisfied with the best and choicest portion,* So my mouth will praise you with joy on my lips.  6 I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.  7 For you are my helper, And I shout joyfully in the shadow of your wings.  8 I cling* to you; Your right hand keeps fast hold on me.  9 But those who seek to destroy my life* Will descend into the depths of the earth. 10 They will be handed over to the power of the sword; They will become food for jackals.* 11 But the king will rejoice in God. Every person swearing by Him will exult,* For the mouth of those speaking lies will be silenced. 
To the director. A melody of David. 64 Hear my voice, O God, as I plead. Safeguard my life from the dreadfulness of the enemy.  2 Shield me from the secret plots of wicked men, From the crowd of wrongdoers.  3 They sharpen their tongue just like a sword; They aim their cruel words like arrows,  4 To shoot at the innocent from their hiding places; They shoot at him suddenly, without fear.  5 They hold fast to their evil intent;* They discuss how to hide their traps. They say: “Who will see them?”  6 They search out new ways of wrongdoing; They secretly devise their shrewd strategy; The thinking within each one’s heart is unfathomable.  7 But God will shoot at them; Suddenly they will be wounded by an arrow.  8 Their own tongue will cause their downfall; All those looking on will shake their head.  9 Then all men will become afraid, And they will proclaim what God has done, And they will have insight into his deeds. 10 The righteous one will rejoice in Jehovah and take refuge in him; All the upright in heart will exult.*

Or “My soul thirsts.”
Lit., “My flesh is.”
Or “My soul is.”
Lit., “as with fat and fatness.”
Or “My soul clings.”
Or “destroy my soul; kill me.”
Or “foxes.”
Or “boast.”
Or “They encourage one another to do evil.”
Or “boast.”


^ (Ps. 86:15) But you, O Jehovah, are a God merciful and compassionate,* Slow to anger and abundant in loyal love and faithfulness.*

Or “gracious.”
Or “and truth.”


^ (Ps. 33:18) Look! The eye of Jehovah watches over those fearing him, Those waiting for his loyal love,



^ (Ps. 63:3) Because your loyal love is better than life, My own lips will glorify you.



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Acts 14:17) although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.”



^ (Matt. 28:19) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit,



^ (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,








JULY 22-28

PSALMS 66-68



Song 7 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Jehovah Daily Carries Our Load



(10 min.)



Jehovah listens to our prayers and answers them (Ps 66:19; w23.05 12 ¶15)

Jehovah is sensitive to the needs of disadvantaged ones (Ps 68:5; w10 12/1 23 ¶6; w09 4/1 31 ¶1)

Jehovah helps us each day (Ps 68:19; w23.01 19 ¶17)





[image: Collage: A sister praying throughout the day. 1. In the morning when she gets out of bed. 2. With her children before they go to school. 3. At work.]




FOR MEDITATION: How do we allow Jehovah to carry our load?





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 68:18​—In the days of ancient Israel, who were the “gifts in the form of men”? (w06 6/1 10 ¶5)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 66:1-20 (th study 11)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. The householder’s cultural background is different from yours. (lmd lesson 5 point 3)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Continue a discussion of the tract that you left on the previous visit. (lmd lesson 9 point 3)





6. Making Disciples



(5 min.) lff lesson 15 intro and points 1-3 (th study 8)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 102

7. Could You Make Someone’s Load Lighter?



(15 min.) Discussion.



None of God’s servants have to face life’s challenges alone. (2Ch 20:15; Ps 127:1) We have Jehovah as our Helper. (Isa 41:10) What are some ways that Jehovah helps us? He gives us guidance through his Word and organization. (Isa 48:17) He makes his powerful holy spirit available to us. (Lu 11:13) He also moves our brothers and sisters to give us encouragement and practical help. (2Co 7:6) This means that Jehovah can use any one of us to lighten the load of a fellow Christian.





[image: A scene from the video “Display Unfailing Love in the Congregation—To the Elderly.” Sister Paulina Sántiz Gómez smiles as she stands outside her home.]




Play the VIDEO Display Unfailing Love in the Congregation​—To the Elderly. Then ask the audience:

	  What could you do to lighten the load of an elderly Christian?


Your answer











[image: A scene from the video “Display Unfailing Love in the Congregation—To Full-Time Ministers.” Joseph and Anita DeVito work together in the field ministry.]




Play the VIDEO Display Unfailing Love in the Congregation​—To Full-Time Ministers. Then ask the audience:

	  What could you do to lighten the load of a full-time minister?


Your answer











[image: A scene from the video “Display Unfailing Love in the Congregation—To Foreign Residents.” Bill and Maggie Zeng smile during their Bible study course.]




Play the VIDEO Display Unfailing Love in the Congregation​—To Foreign Residents. Then ask the audience:

	  What could you do to lighten the load of those going through a difficult trial?


Your answer









8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 13 ¶1-7, intro to section 5, and box on p. 103





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 88 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 66:0-68:35) To the director. A song. A melody. 66 Shout in triumph to God, all the earth.  2 Sing praises* to his glorious name. Make his praise glorious.  3 Say to God: “How awe-inspiring your works are! Because of your great power, Your enemies will cringe before you.  4 All the earth will bow down to you; They will sing praises to you; They will sing praises to your name.” (Selah)  5 Come and see the works of God. His deeds toward the sons of men are awe-inspiring.  6 He changed the sea into dry land; They crossed the river on foot. There we rejoiced in him.  7 He rules forever by his might. His eyes keep watch on the nations. Those who are stubborn should not exalt themselves. (Selah)  8 Praise our God, you peoples, And let the sound of his praise be heard.  9 He preserves us alive;* He does not allow our feet to stumble.* 10 For you have examined us, O God; As silver is refined, so you have refined us. 11 You brought us into a hunting net; You put a crushing burden upon us.* 12 You allowed mortal man to ride over us;* We came through fire and through water; Then you brought us to a place of relief. 13 I will come into your house with whole burnt offerings; I will pay my vows to you 14 That my lips promised And my mouth spoke when I was in distress. 15 I will offer burnt offerings of fattened animals to you With the smoke of sacrificial rams. I will offer bulls along with male goats. (Selah) 16 Come and listen, all you who fear God, And I will tell you what he has done for me.* 17 I called to him with my mouth And glorified him with my tongue. 18 If I had harbored anything hurtful in my heart, Jehovah would not have heard me. 19 But God did hear; He paid attention to my prayer. 20 Praise to God, who did not reject my prayer Or withhold his loyal love from me. 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. A melody. A song. 67 God will show us favor and bless us; He will make his face shine upon us (Selah)  2 So that your way may be known throughout the earth, Your acts of salvation among all the nations.  3 Let peoples praise you, O God; Let all the peoples praise you.  4 Let nations rejoice and shout joyfully, For you will judge the peoples fairly. You will guide the nations of the earth. (Selah)  5 Let peoples praise you, O God; Let all the peoples praise you.  6 The earth will give its produce; God, our God, will bless us.  7 God will bless us, And all the ends of the earth will fear* him. 
To the director. Of David. A melody. A song. 68 Let God rise up, let his enemies be scattered, And let those who hate him flee from before him.  2 As smoke is driven away, may you drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, So let the wicked perish before God.  3 But let the righteous rejoice; May they be overjoyed before God; May they exult with rejoicing.  4 Sing to God; sing praises* to his name. Sing to the One riding through the desert plains.* Jah* is his name! Rejoice before him!  5 A father of the fatherless and a protector* of widows Is God in his holy dwelling.  6 God gives those who are alone a home to dwell in; He leads prisoners out into prosperity. But the stubborn* must live in a parched land.  7 O God, when you led* your people, When you marched through the desert, (Selah)  8 The earth quaked; Heaven poured down rain* because of God; This Siʹnai quaked because of God, the God of Israel.  9 You made it rain in abundance, O God; You reinvigorated your exhausted people.* 10 They dwelled in your tent community; In your goodness, you provided for the poor, O God. 11 Jehovah gives the command; The women proclaiming the good news are a large army. 12 The kings of armies flee, they flee! She who remains at home shares in the spoil. 13 Although you men were lying among the campfires,* There will be the wings of a dove covered with silver, With pinions of fine* gold. 14 When the Almighty One scattered its kings, Snow fell in Zalʹmon.* 15 The mountain of Baʹshan is a mountain of God;* The mountain of Baʹshan is a mountain of peaks. 16 Why do you look with envy, you mountains of peaks, Toward the mountain that God has chosen* as his dwelling? Indeed, Jehovah will reside there forever. 17 The war chariots of God are tens of thousands, thousands upon thousands. Jehovah has come from Siʹnai into the holy place. 18 You ascended on high; You carried away captives; You took gifts in the form of men, Yes, even stubborn ones, to reside among them, O Jah God. 19 May Jehovah be praised, who daily carries our load, The true God of our salvation. (Selah) 20 The true God is for us a God who saves; And Jehovah the Sovereign Lord provides escape from death. 21 Yes, God will smash the heads of his enemies, The hairy crown of the head of anyone who continues* in his guilt. 22 Jehovah has said: “I will bring them back from Baʹshan; I will bring them back from the depths of the sea, 23 So that your foot may be awash in blood And the tongue of your dogs may have its portion from the enemies.” 24 They see your processions, O God, The processions of my God, my King, into the holy place. 25 The singers walk in front, the musicians playing stringed instruments after them; In between are the young women playing tambourines. 26 In congregated throngs,* praise God; Praise Jehovah, you who are from the Source of Israel. 27 There Benjamin, the youngest, is subduing them, Also the princes of Judah with their noisy crowd, The princes of Zebʹu·lun, the princes of Naphʹta·li. 28 Your God has decreed that you will be strong. Show your strength, O God, you who have acted in our behalf. 29 Because of your temple at Jerusalem, Kings will bring gifts to you. 30 Rebuke the wild beasts of the reeds, The assembly of bulls and their calves, Until the peoples bow down bringing* pieces of silver. But he scatters the peoples who delight in war. 31 Bronze articles will be brought* out of Egypt; Cush will hasten to offer gifts to God. 32 O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God, Sing praises* to Jehovah, (Selah) 33 To the one who rides the ancient heaven of heavens. Look! He thunders with his voice, his mighty voice. 34 Acknowledge God’s strength. His majesty is over Israel, And his strength is in the skies.* 35 God is awe-inspiring from his* grand sanctuary. He is the God of Israel, Who gives strength and power to the people. Praise to God.

Or “Make music.”
Or “sets our soul in life.”
Or “stagger; totter.”
Lit., “on our hips.”
Lit., “our head.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “honor.”
Or “make music.”
Or possibly, “on the clouds.”
“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Lit., “judge.”
Or “rebellious.”
Lit., “went out before.”
Lit., “dripped.”
Lit., “inheritance.”
Or possibly, “the sheepfolds.”
Or “yellowish-green.”
Or “It was as if it snowed in Zalmon.”
Or “a majestic mountain.”
Or “desires.”
Or “walks about.”
Lit., “In assemblies.”
Or possibly, “stamping down on.”
Or possibly, “Ambassadors will come.”
Or “Make music.”
Lit., “clouds.”
Lit., “your.”


^ (Ps. 66:19) But God did hear; He paid attention to my prayer.



^ (Ps. 68:5) A father of the fatherless and a protector* of widows Is God in his holy dwelling.

Lit., “judge.”


^ (Ps. 68:19) May Jehovah be praised, who daily carries our load, The true God of our salvation. (Selah)



^ (Ps. 68:18) You ascended on high; You carried away captives; You took gifts in the form of men, Yes, even stubborn ones, to reside among them, O Jah God.



^ (Ps. 66:1-20) Shout in triumph to God, all the earth.  2 Sing praises* to his glorious name. Make his praise glorious.  3 Say to God: “How awe-inspiring your works are! Because of your great power, Your enemies will cringe before you.  4 All the earth will bow down to you; They will sing praises to you; They will sing praises to your name.” (Selah)  5 Come and see the works of God. His deeds toward the sons of men are awe-inspiring.  6 He changed the sea into dry land; They crossed the river on foot. There we rejoiced in him.  7 He rules forever by his might. His eyes keep watch on the nations. Those who are stubborn should not exalt themselves. (Selah)  8 Praise our God, you peoples, And let the sound of his praise be heard.  9 He preserves us alive;* He does not allow our feet to stumble.* 10 For you have examined us, O God; As silver is refined, so you have refined us. 11 You brought us into a hunting net; You put a crushing burden upon us.* 12 You allowed mortal man to ride over us;* We came through fire and through water; Then you brought us to a place of relief. 13 I will come into your house with whole burnt offerings; I will pay my vows to you 14 That my lips promised And my mouth spoke when I was in distress. 15 I will offer burnt offerings of fattened animals to you With the smoke of sacrificial rams. I will offer bulls along with male goats. (Selah) 16 Come and listen, all you who fear God, And I will tell you what he has done for me.* 17 I called to him with my mouth And glorified him with my tongue. 18 If I had harbored anything hurtful in my heart, Jehovah would not have heard me. 19 But God did hear; He paid attention to my prayer. 20 Praise to God, who did not reject my prayer Or withhold his loyal love from me.

Or “Make music.”
Or “sets our soul in life.”
Or “stagger; totter.”
Lit., “on our hips.”
Lit., “our head.”
Or “my soul.”


^ (2 Chron. 20:15) He said: “Pay attention, all Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Je·hoshʹa·phat! Here is what Jehovah says to you, ‘Do not be afraid or be terrified because of this large crowd, for the battle is not yours but God’s.



^ (Ps. 127:1) Unless Jehovah builds the house, It is in vain that its builders work hard on it. Unless Jehovah guards the city, It is in vain that the guard stays awake.



^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^ (Isa. 48:17) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk.

Or “for your own good.”


^ (Luke 11:13) Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will the Father in heaven give holy spirit to those asking him!”



^ (2 Cor. 7:6) But God, who comforts those who are downhearted, comforted us by the presence of Titus;








JULY 29–AUGUST 4

PSALM 69



Song 13 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD






[image: Jesus driving merchants and their animals out of the temple.]



1. How Events in Jesus’ Life Were Foretold in Psalm 69



(10 min.)



Jesus was hated without cause (Ps 69:4; Joh 15:24, 25; w11 8/15 11 ¶17)

Jesus was zealous for Jehovah’s house (Ps 69:9; Joh 2:13-17; w10 12/15 8 ¶7-8)

Jesus experienced emotional agony and was offered wine mixed with gall (Ps 69:20, 21; Mt 27:34; Lu 22:44; Joh 19:34; g95 10/22 31 ¶4; it-2 650)



FOR MEDITATION: Why did Jehovah include Messianic prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures?





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 69:30, 31​—How can these verses help us to improve the quality of our prayers? (w99 1/15 18 ¶11)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 69:1-25 (th study 2)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Patience​—What Jesus Did



(7 min.) Discussion. Play the VIDEO, and then discuss lmd lesson 8 points 1-2.





5. Patience​—Imitate Jesus



(8 min.) Discussion based on lmd lesson 8 points 3-5 and “See Also.”






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 134

6. Local Needs



(5 min.)





7. Principles for Family Worship Evening



(10 min.) Discussion.







[image: Collage: 1. A father prepares beforehand for family worship. 2. Later, the father conducts family worship with his wife and three daughters.]




In January 2009, the Congregation Book Study was merged with the Theocratic Ministry School and Service Meeting into one midweek meeting. This gave families an evening each week to have a personalized program of family worship. Many have expressed appreciation for this arrangement that was made to help them draw closer to Jehovah and to one another.​—De 6:6, 7.

What are some principles that can help family heads make their Family Worship evening a success?

	  Keep it regular. If possible, have a set time for family worship each week. Have an alternate day for when the schedule is disrupted



	  Prepare. Consult with your wife, and occasionally ask your children for suggestions. Preparation does not need to be extensive, especially if the family enjoys doing some of the same types of activities every week



	  Tailor the program to your family. As children get older, their needs and abilities change. Your program should help each member of the family to grow spiritually



	  Maintain a loving, relaxed atmosphere. At times, consider studying outdoors when the weather is favorable. Feel free to take needed breaks. While attention should be given to address specific challenges in the family, do not use family worship to scold or discipline



	  Have some variety. For example, your session might include preparing a portion of an upcoming meeting, watching and discussing a video from jw.org, and having practice sessions for the ministry. Although discussions should be the centerpiece of Family Worship evening, time could also be included for family members to engage in personal study





Discuss this question:

	  How have you tried to apply these principles in your family worship?


Your answer









8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 13 ¶8-16, box on p. 105





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 114 and Prayer





^ (Ps. 69:0-36) To the director; set to “The Lilies.” Of David. 69 Save me, O God, for the waters threaten my life.*  2 I have sunk down into the deep mud, where there is no solid ground. I have come into deep waters, And the rushing stream has swept me away.  3 I am exhausted from calling out; My throat has become hoarse. My eyes have grown weary while waiting for my God.  4 Those hating me without cause Are more numerous than the hairs of my head. Those who would do away with me, My treacherous enemies,* have become many. I was forced to hand over what I had not stolen.  5 O God, you are aware of my foolishness, And my guilt is not hidden from you.  6 May those hoping in you not be put to shame because of me, O Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies. May those seeking you not be humiliated because of me, O God of Israel.  7 I suffer reproach on your account; Humiliation covers my face.  8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, A foreigner to the sons of my mother.  9 Zeal for your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those reproaching you have fallen upon me. 10 When I humbled myself* with fasting,* I was reproached for it. 11 When I made sackcloth my clothing, I became an object of scorn* to them. 12 I am the talk of those sitting in the city gate, And the drunkards make me the subject of their songs. 13 But may my prayer come to you, O Jehovah, at an acceptable time. In your abundant loyal love, O God, Answer me with your sure acts of salvation. 14 Rescue me from the mire; Do not let me sink down. Rescue me from those who hate me And from the deep waters. 15 Do not let the rushing floodwaters sweep me away, Or let the deep swallow me, Or let the well* close its mouth over me. 16 Answer me, O Jehovah, for your loyal love is good. According to your abundant mercy turn toward me, 17 And do not hide your face from your servant. Answer me quickly, for I am in distress. 18 Come near to me and rescue me;* Redeem me on account of my enemies. 19 You know my reproach and my disgrace and my humiliation. You see all my foes. 20 Reproach has broken my heart, and the wound is incurable.* I was hoping for sympathy, but there was none, And for comforters, but I found none. 21 But for food they gave me poison,* And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 22 Let their table become a trap for them, And their prosperity, a snare. 23 Let their eyes become darkened so that they cannot see, And make their hips tremble constantly. 24 Pour out upon them your indignation,* And may your burning anger overtake them. 25 Let their encampment* become desolate; Let there be no inhabitant in their tents. 26 For they pursue the one whom you struck, And they keep recounting the pains of those you wounded. 27 Add more guilt to their guilt, And may they have no share in your righteousness. 28 Let them be erased from the book of the living,* And may they not be enrolled among the righteous. 29 But I am afflicted and in pain. May your saving power, O God, protect me. 30 I will sing praises to the name of God, And I will magnify him with thanksgiving. 31 This will please Jehovah more than a bull, More than a young bull with horns and hooves. 32 The meek will see it and rejoice. You who are seeking God, may your hearts revive. 33 For Jehovah is listening to the poor, And he will not despise his captive people. 34 Let heaven and earth praise him, The seas and everything that moves in them. 35 For God will save Zion And will rebuild the cities of Judah, And they will dwell there and possess it.* 36 The descendants of his servants will inherit it, And those who love his name will reside in it.

Or “have come to my soul.”
Or “enemies for no reason.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “When I wept and fasted.”
Lit., “a proverb.”
Or “pit.”
Or “Come near to my soul and reclaim it.”
Or “and I am to the point of despair.”
Or “a poisonous plant.”
Or “wrath.”
Or “walled camp.”
Or “book of life.”
That is, the land.


^ (Ps. 69:0-36) To the director; set to “The Lilies.” Of David. 69 Save me, O God, for the waters threaten my life.*  2 I have sunk down into the deep mud, where there is no solid ground. I have come into deep waters, And the rushing stream has swept me away.  3 I am exhausted from calling out; My throat has become hoarse. My eyes have grown weary while waiting for my God.  4 Those hating me without cause Are more numerous than the hairs of my head. Those who would do away with me, My treacherous enemies,* have become many. I was forced to hand over what I had not stolen.  5 O God, you are aware of my foolishness, And my guilt is not hidden from you.  6 May those hoping in you not be put to shame because of me, O Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies. May those seeking you not be humiliated because of me, O God of Israel.  7 I suffer reproach on your account; Humiliation covers my face.  8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, A foreigner to the sons of my mother.  9 Zeal for your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those reproaching you have fallen upon me. 10 When I humbled myself* with fasting,* I was reproached for it. 11 When I made sackcloth my clothing, I became an object of scorn* to them. 12 I am the talk of those sitting in the city gate, And the drunkards make me the subject of their songs. 13 But may my prayer come to you, O Jehovah, at an acceptable time. In your abundant loyal love, O God, Answer me with your sure acts of salvation. 14 Rescue me from the mire; Do not let me sink down. Rescue me from those who hate me And from the deep waters. 15 Do not let the rushing floodwaters sweep me away, Or let the deep swallow me, Or let the well* close its mouth over me. 16 Answer me, O Jehovah, for your loyal love is good. According to your abundant mercy turn toward me, 17 And do not hide your face from your servant. Answer me quickly, for I am in distress. 18 Come near to me and rescue me;* Redeem me on account of my enemies. 19 You know my reproach and my disgrace and my humiliation. You see all my foes. 20 Reproach has broken my heart, and the wound is incurable.* I was hoping for sympathy, but there was none, And for comforters, but I found none. 21 But for food they gave me poison,* And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 22 Let their table become a trap for them, And their prosperity, a snare. 23 Let their eyes become darkened so that they cannot see, And make their hips tremble constantly. 24 Pour out upon them your indignation,* And may your burning anger overtake them. 25 Let their encampment* become desolate; Let there be no inhabitant in their tents. 26 For they pursue the one whom you struck, And they keep recounting the pains of those you wounded. 27 Add more guilt to their guilt, And may they have no share in your righteousness. 28 Let them be erased from the book of the living,* And may they not be enrolled among the righteous. 29 But I am afflicted and in pain. May your saving power, O God, protect me. 30 I will sing praises to the name of God, And I will magnify him with thanksgiving. 31 This will please Jehovah more than a bull, More than a young bull with horns and hooves. 32 The meek will see it and rejoice. You who are seeking God, may your hearts revive. 33 For Jehovah is listening to the poor, And he will not despise his captive people. 34 Let heaven and earth praise him, The seas and everything that moves in them. 35 For God will save Zion And will rebuild the cities of Judah, And they will dwell there and possess it.* 36 The descendants of his servants will inherit it, And those who love his name will reside in it.

Or “have come to my soul.”
Or “enemies for no reason.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “When I wept and fasted.”
Lit., “a proverb.”
Or “pit.”
Or “Come near to my soul and reclaim it.”
Or “and I am to the point of despair.”
Or “a poisonous plant.”
Or “wrath.”
Or “walled camp.”
Or “book of life.”
That is, the land.


^ (Ps. 69:4) Those hating me without cause Are more numerous than the hairs of my head. Those who would do away with me, My treacherous enemies,* have become many. I was forced to hand over what I had not stolen.

Or “enemies for no reason.”


^ (John 15:24, 25) If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have both seen me and hated me as well as my Father. 25 But this happened in order to fulfill the word written in their Law: ‘They hated me without cause.’



^ (Ps. 69:9) Zeal for your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those reproaching you have fallen upon me.



^ (John 2:13-17) Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 He found in the temple those selling cattle and sheep and doves, and the money brokers in their seats. 15 So after making a whip of ropes, he drove all those with the sheep and cattle out of the temple, and he poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he said to those selling the doves: “Take these things away from here! Stop making the house of my Father a house of commerce!” 17 His disciples recalled that it is written: “The zeal for your house will consume me.”



^ (Ps. 69:20, 21) Reproach has broken my heart, and the wound is incurable.* I was hoping for sympathy, but there was none, And for comforters, but I found none. 21 But for food they gave me poison,* And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

Or “and I am to the point of despair.”
Or “a poisonous plant.”


^ (Matt. 27:34) they gave him wine mixed with gall to drink; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.



^ (Luke 22:44) But he was in such agony that he kept praying more earnestly; and his sweat became as drops of blood falling to the ground.



^ (John 19:34) But one of the soldiers jabbed his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.



^ (Ps. 69:30, 31) I will sing praises to the name of God, And I will magnify him with thanksgiving. 31 This will please Jehovah more than a bull, More than a young bull with horns and hooves.



^ (Ps. 69:1-25) Save me, O God, for the waters threaten my life.*  2 I have sunk down into the deep mud, where there is no solid ground. I have come into deep waters, And the rushing stream has swept me away.  3 I am exhausted from calling out; My throat has become hoarse. My eyes have grown weary while waiting for my God.  4 Those hating me without cause Are more numerous than the hairs of my head. Those who would do away with me, My treacherous enemies,* have become many. I was forced to hand over what I had not stolen.  5 O God, you are aware of my foolishness, And my guilt is not hidden from you.  6 May those hoping in you not be put to shame because of me, O Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of armies. May those seeking you not be humiliated because of me, O God of Israel.  7 I suffer reproach on your account; Humiliation covers my face.  8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, A foreigner to the sons of my mother.  9 Zeal for your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those reproaching you have fallen upon me. 10 When I humbled myself* with fasting,* I was reproached for it. 11 When I made sackcloth my clothing, I became an object of scorn* to them. 12 I am the talk of those sitting in the city gate, And the drunkards make me the subject of their songs. 13 But may my prayer come to you, O Jehovah, at an acceptable time. In your abundant loyal love, O God, Answer me with your sure acts of salvation. 14 Rescue me from the mire; Do not let me sink down. Rescue me from those who hate me And from the deep waters. 15 Do not let the rushing floodwaters sweep me away, Or let the deep swallow me, Or let the well* close its mouth over me. 16 Answer me, O Jehovah, for your loyal love is good. According to your abundant mercy turn toward me, 17 And do not hide your face from your servant. Answer me quickly, for I am in distress. 18 Come near to me and rescue me;* Redeem me on account of my enemies. 19 You know my reproach and my disgrace and my humiliation. You see all my foes. 20 Reproach has broken my heart, and the wound is incurable.* I was hoping for sympathy, but there was none, And for comforters, but I found none. 21 But for food they gave me poison,* And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 22 Let their table become a trap for them, And their prosperity, a snare. 23 Let their eyes become darkened so that they cannot see, And make their hips tremble constantly. 24 Pour out upon them your indignation,* And may your burning anger overtake them. 25 Let their encampment* become desolate; Let there be no inhabitant in their tents.

Or “have come to my soul.”
Or “enemies for no reason.”
Or “my soul.”
Or possibly, “When I wept and fasted.”
Lit., “a proverb.”
Or “pit.”
Or “Come near to my soul and reclaim it.”
Or “and I am to the point of despair.”
Or “a poisonous plant.”
Or “wrath.”
Or “walled camp.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”







AUGUST 5-11

PSALMS 70-72



Song 59 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. “Tell the Next Generation” About God’s Power



(10 min.)



David experienced Jehovah’s protection during his youth (Ps 71:5; w99 9/1 18 ¶17)

David felt Jehovah’s support during his old age (Ps 71:9; g04 10/8 23 ¶3)

David encouraged younger ones by relating his experiences (Ps 71:17, 18; w14 1/15 23 ¶4-5)





[image: The family portrayed in last week’s part “Principles for Family Worship Evening.” They host an older couple for family worship and listen joyfully as the couple show photos and recount experiences.]




ASK YOURSELF, ‘Which longtime servant from the congregation would I like to interview during our Family Worship evening?’





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 72:8​—How was Jehovah’s promise to Abraham found at Genesis 15:18 fulfilled during the reign of King Solomon? (it-1 768)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 71:1-24 (th study 5)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. When the person becomes argumentative, end the conversation on a positive note. (lmd lesson 4 point 5)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Continue a previous conversation with a relative who then hesitates to study the Bible. (lmd lesson 8 point 4)





6. Explaining Your Beliefs



(5 min.) Talk. ijwfq 49​—Theme: Why Have Jehovah’s Witnesses Changed Some of Their Beliefs? (th study 17)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 76

7. Ideas for Family Worship



(15 min.) Discussion.





[image: The family shown earlier standing and practicing a Kingdom song.]





[image: The family watching a JW Broadcasting program.]





[image: One of the daughters from the family replying to the mother during a Family Worship practice session.]



Family Worship evening is an important time for children to learn “the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.” (Eph 6:4) Learning requires work, but it can be an enjoyable experience, especially as children develop an appetite for Bible truths. (Joh 6:27; 1Pe 2:2) Review the box “Family Worship Ideas,” which can help parents make Family Worship evening both instructive and enjoyable, and then discuss these questions:

	  Which of these suggestions would you like to try?


Your answer





	  Have you found something else that is beneficial?


Your answer









FAMILY WORSHIP IDEAS


BIBLE:

	  Listen to an audio recording of the weekly Bible reading, or take turns reading it aloud. Each family member could read the words of a different Bible character



	  Prepare questions based on the weekly Bible reading. Have family members choose one question each and research it. Then they can share what they have learned



	  Pose a question or describe a situation, and then research the Bible principles in Scriptures for Christian Living that apply



	  Reenact a portion of a Bible account



	  Prepare a flash card with a different Bible verse each week, such as those from appendix A in the brochure Love People​—Make Disciples, and then try to memorize the verse. Review the cards from previous weeks



	  Study a portion of the Enjoy Life Forever! book



	  Assign family members to present a report on one of the articles from the series “Bible Questions Answered” or “Bible Verses Explained,” found under the BIBLE TEACHINGS tab on jw.org





MEETINGS:

	  Prepare a portion of a congregation meeting



	  Prepare and rehearse comments. Take note of timing



	  Practice Kingdom songs



	  Discuss and practice what to say to encourage someone before or after the next meeting



	  Rehearse an upcoming student assignment in front of the family





MINISTRY:

	  Prepare for the house-to-house ministry



	  Prepare for your return visits



	  Imagine an informal setting, and then practice how to start a friendly conversation



	  Discuss specific goals for expanding your ministry during the Memorial season or during time off from work or school





NEEDS OF THE FAMILY:

	  Have a practice session on how to handle a specific situation that has arisen or that is likely to arise, such as those involving neutrality, bullying, dating, or holiday celebrations



	  Have a practice session where parents and children reverse roles. The children research the subject and then reason with the parents





ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS:

	  Watch and discuss a JW Broadcasting® program



	  Read an article or watch a video from jw.org, and then discuss it



	  Consider something from the “Teens & Young Adults” or “Children” sections found under the BIBLE TEACHINGS tab on jw.org



	  Review notes from a convention or an assembly



	  Observe or research an aspect of creation, and then discuss what it teaches us about Jehovah



	  Occasionally invite someone to join you, and then interview him



	  Set spiritual goals, and discuss how to reach them



	  Work on a project together, such as a model, a map, or a chart










Play the VIDEO Keep Improving Your Family Worship. Then ask the audience:

	  How can a husband make family worship enjoyable for his wife when there are no children in the household?


Your answer









8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 13 ¶17-24





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 123 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 70:0-72:20) To the director. Of David, to serve as a reminder.* 70 O God, save me; O Jehovah, hurry to help me.  2 May those seeking to take my life* Be put to shame and disgraced. May those who delight in my calamity Retreat in humiliation.  3 May those who are saying: “Aha! Aha!” Be driven back in shame.  4 But let those who are seeking you Exult and rejoice in you. May those who love your acts of salvation always say: “May God be magnified!”  5 But I am helpless and poor; O God, act quickly in my behalf. You are my helper and my rescuer; O Jehovah, do not delay. 
71 In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame.  2 In your righteousness save me and rescue me. Incline your ear* to me and save me.  3 Become for me a rock fortress Where I can always enter. Give the command to save me, For you are my crag and my stronghold.  4 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked, From the grasp of the unjust oppressor.  5 For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.  6 I have depended on you from birth; It was you who took me from my mother’s womb. I praise you constantly.  7 I have become like a miracle to many, But you are my strong refuge.  8 My mouth is filled with your praise; All day long I tell about your splendor.  9 Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails. 10 My enemies speak against me, And those seeking to take my life* conspire together, 11 Saying: “God has abandoned him. Chase after him and seize him, for there is no one to save him.” 12 O God, do not remain far away from me. O my God, hurry to help me. 13 May those who are resisting me* Be put to shame and perish. May those seeking my calamity Be covered with disgrace and humiliation. 14 But as for me, I will continue to wait; I will add to your praise. 15 My mouth will recount your righteousness, All day long your acts of salvation, Though they are too many for me to grasp.* 16 I will come and tell about your mighty acts, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I will mention your righteousness, yours alone. 17 O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come. 19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heights; You have done great things; O God, who is like you? 20 Though you have made me experience much distress and calamity, Revive me again; Bring me up from the depths* of the earth. 21 May you increase my greatness And surround and comfort me. 22 Then I will praise you on a stringed instrument Because of your faithfulness, O my God. I will sing your praises* with the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 23 My lips will shout joyfully as I sing praises to you, For you have saved my life.* 24 My tongue will speak about* your righteousness all day long, For those seeking my destruction will be ashamed and disgraced. 
Regarding Solomon. 72 O God, give your judgments to the king, And endow the son of the king with your righteousness.  2 May he plead the cause of your people with righteousness, And of your lowly ones with justice.  3 May the mountains bring peace to the people, And may the hills bring righteousness.  4 Let him defend* the lowly among the people, Let him save the sons of the poor, And let him crush the defrauder.  5 They will fear you as long as there is a sun And as long as the moon remains, For generation after generation.  6 He will be like the rain that falls on the mown grass, Like showers of rain that water the earth.  7 In his days the righteous will flourish,* And peace will abound until the moon is no more.  8 He will have subjects* from sea to sea And from the River* to the ends of the earth.  9 The desert dwellers will bow down before him, And his enemies will lick the dust. 10 The kings of Tarʹshish and of the islands will pay tribute. The kings of Sheʹba and of Seʹba will present gifts. 11 All the kings will bow down before him, And all the nations will serve him. 12 For he will rescue the poor who cry for help, Also the lowly one and whoever has no helper. 13 He will have pity on the lowly and the poor, And the lives* of the poor he will save. 14 From oppression and from violence he will rescue them,* And their blood will be precious in his eyes. 15 May he live and be given the gold of Sheʹba. May prayers be said for him continually, And may he be blessed all day long. 16 There will be an abundance of grain on the earth; On the top of the mountains it will overflow. His fruit will flourish as in Lebʹa·non, And in the cities people will blossom like the vegetation of the earth. 17 May his name endure forever, And may it prosper as long as the sun. May people obtain a blessing for themselves by means of him; May all nations pronounce him happy. 18 May Jehovah God be praised, Israel’s God, Who alone does wonderful things. 19 May his glorious name be praised forever, And may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen. 20 This completes the prayers of David, the son of Jesʹse.

Or “to bring to remembrance.”
Or “soul.”
Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “You are my confidence.”
Or “seeking my soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “number.”
Lit., “arm.”
Or “watery deeps.”
Or “make music to you.”
Or “redeemed my soul.”
Or “meditate on.”
Lit., “judge.”
Lit., “sprout.”
Or “will rule.”
That is, the Euphrates.
Or “souls.”
Or “redeem their souls.”


^ (Ps. 71:5) For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.

Or “You are my confidence.”


^ (Ps. 71:9) Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails.



^ (Ps. 71:17, 18) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”


^ (Ps. 72:8) He will have subjects* from sea to sea And from the River* to the ends of the earth.

Or “will rule.”
That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Gen. 15:18) On that day Jehovah made with Aʹbram a covenant, saying: “To your offspring* I will give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Eu·phraʹtes:

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Ps. 71:1-24) In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame.  2 In your righteousness save me and rescue me. Incline your ear* to me and save me.  3 Become for me a rock fortress Where I can always enter. Give the command to save me, For you are my crag and my stronghold.  4 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked, From the grasp of the unjust oppressor.  5 For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.  6 I have depended on you from birth; It was you who took me from my mother’s womb. I praise you constantly.  7 I have become like a miracle to many, But you are my strong refuge.  8 My mouth is filled with your praise; All day long I tell about your splendor.  9 Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails. 10 My enemies speak against me, And those seeking to take my life* conspire together, 11 Saying: “God has abandoned him. Chase after him and seize him, for there is no one to save him.” 12 O God, do not remain far away from me. O my God, hurry to help me. 13 May those who are resisting me* Be put to shame and perish. May those seeking my calamity Be covered with disgrace and humiliation. 14 But as for me, I will continue to wait; I will add to your praise. 15 My mouth will recount your righteousness, All day long your acts of salvation, Though they are too many for me to grasp.* 16 I will come and tell about your mighty acts, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I will mention your righteousness, yours alone. 17 O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come. 19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heights; You have done great things; O God, who is like you? 20 Though you have made me experience much distress and calamity, Revive me again; Bring me up from the depths* of the earth. 21 May you increase my greatness And surround and comfort me. 22 Then I will praise you on a stringed instrument Because of your faithfulness, O my God. I will sing your praises* with the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 23 My lips will shout joyfully as I sing praises to you, For you have saved my life.* 24 My tongue will speak about* your righteousness all day long, For those seeking my destruction will be ashamed and disgraced.

Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “You are my confidence.”
Or “seeking my soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “number.”
Lit., “arm.”
Or “watery deeps.”
Or “make music to you.”
Or “redeemed my soul.”
Or “meditate on.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (John 6:27) Work, not for the food that perishes, but for the food that remains for everlasting life, which the Son of man will give you; for on this one the Father, God himself, has put his seal of approval.”



^ (1 Pet. 2:2) As newborn infants, form a longing for the unadulterated* milk of the word, so that by means of it you may grow to salvation,

Or “pure.”







AUGUST 12-18

PSALMS 73-74



Song 36 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. What if We Envy Those Not Serving God?



(10 min.)



We could become envious of those not serving God (Ps 73:3-5; w20.12 19 ¶14)

We can regain the proper viewpoint by joining our brothers in worship instead of isolating ourselves (Ps 73:17; Pr 18:1; w20.12 19 ¶15-16)

Those not serving God are “on slippery ground”; those serving God are led “to glory” (Ps 73:18, 19, 24; w14 4/15 4 ¶5; w13 2/15 25-26 ¶3-5)





[image: A Witness teenager enviously watching her schoolmates enjoy themselves as they chat and look at a phone.]





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 74:13, 14​—To what does the “Leviathan” evidently refer? (it-2 240)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 74:1-23 (th study 10)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Look for an opportunity to tell an acquaintance something that you learned at a recent meeting. (lmd lesson 2 point 4)





5. Following Up



(4 min.) PUBLIC WITNESSING. Offer and demonstrate a Bible study. (lmd lesson 8 point 3)





6. Explaining Your Beliefs



(5 min.) Talk. ijwbq 89​—Theme: Are All Religions Good? (th study 14)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 72

7. Local Needs



(15 min.)





8. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 14 ¶1-6, box on p. 112





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 98 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 73:0-74:23) A melody of Aʹsaph. 73 God is truly good to Israel, to those pure in heart.  2 As for me, my feet had almost strayed; My steps had nearly slipped.  3 For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.  6 Therefore, haughtiness is their necklace; Violence clothes them as a garment.  7 Their prosperity* makes their eyes bulge; They have exceeded the imaginations of the heart.  8 They scoff and say evil things. They arrogantly threaten oppression.  9 They speak as if they were as high as heaven, And their tongues swagger about in the earth. 10 So his people turn aside to them, And they drink from their abundant water. 11 They say: “How does God know? Does the Most High really have knowledge?” 12 Yes, these are the wicked, who always have it easy. They keep increasing their wealth. 13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence. 14 And I was troubled all day long; Every morning I was chastised. 15 But if I had said these things, I would have betrayed your people.* 16 When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end! 20 Like a dream when one wakes up, O Jehovah, When you rouse yourself, you will dismiss* their image. 21 But my heart was sour, And deep inside* I felt sharp pain. 22 I was unreasoning and lacked understanding; I was like a senseless beast before you. 23 But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth. 26 My body and my heart may fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Truly, those keeping far from you will perish. You will put an end to* everyone who immorally* leaves you. 28 But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works. 
A masʹkil.* Of Aʹsaph. 74 Why, O God, have you rejected us forever? Why does your anger burn* against the flock of your pasture?  2 Remember the people* you acquired long ago, The tribe you redeemed as your inheritance. Remember Mount Zion, where you have resided.  3 Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins. The enemy has devastated everything in the holy place.  4 Your foes roared inside your meeting place.* They have set up their own banners as signs there.  5 They were like men wielding axes against a thick forest.  6 They broke up all its engravings with axes and iron bars.  7 They set your sanctuary on fire. They profaned the tabernacle bearing your name, casting it to the ground.  8 They and their offspring have said in their hearts: “All the meeting places of God* in the land must be burned.”  9 There are no signs for us to see; There is no longer any prophet, And no one among us knows how long this will last. 10 How long, O God, will the adversary keep taunting? Will the enemy treat your name with disrespect forever? 11 Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? Draw it out of your bosom* and put an end to them. 12 But God is my King from long ago, The one performing acts of salvation on the earth. 13 You stirred up the sea with your strength; You smashed the heads of the sea monsters in the waters. 14 You crushed the heads of Le·viʹa·than;* You gave it as food to the people, to those inhabiting the deserts. 15 You cut openings for the springs and the streams; You dried up ever-flowing rivers. 16 The day belongs to you, also the night. You made the light* and the sun. 17 You set up all the boundaries of the earth; You made summer and winter. 18 Remember the enemy’s taunts, O Jehovah, How a foolish people treats your name with disrespect. 19 Do not surrender the life* of your turtledove to the wild beasts. Do not forget the life of your afflicted people forever. 20 Remember the covenant, For the dark places of the earth have become full of the haunts of violence. 21 May the crushed one not turn away disappointed; May the lowly and the poor praise your name. 22 Rise up, O God, and plead your legal case. Remember how the foolish taunt you all day long. 23 Do not forget what your foes are saying. The uproar of those who defy you is ascending constantly.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”
Lit., “fat.”
Lit., “the generation of your sons.”
Lit., “despise.”
Lit., “in my kidneys.”
Lit., “silence.”
Or “unfaithfully.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “smoke.”
Lit., “your assembly.”
Or “your place of assembly.”
Or “All places where God is worshipped.”
Or “from the folds of your garment.”
See Glossary.
Or “the luminary.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Ps. 73:3-5) For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”


^ (Ps. 73:17) Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future.



^ (Prov. 18:1) Whoever isolates himself pursues his own selfish desires; He rejects* all practical wisdom.

Or “shows contempt for.”


^ (Ps. 73:18, 19) Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end!



^ (Ps. 73:24) You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory.



^ (Ps. 74:13, 14) You stirred up the sea with your strength; You smashed the heads of the sea monsters in the waters. 14 You crushed the heads of Le·viʹa·than;* You gave it as food to the people, to those inhabiting the deserts.

See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 74:1-23) Why, O God, have you rejected us forever? Why does your anger burn* against the flock of your pasture?  2 Remember the people* you acquired long ago, The tribe you redeemed as your inheritance. Remember Mount Zion, where you have resided.  3 Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins. The enemy has devastated everything in the holy place.  4 Your foes roared inside your meeting place.* They have set up their own banners as signs there.  5 They were like men wielding axes against a thick forest.  6 They broke up all its engravings with axes and iron bars.  7 They set your sanctuary on fire. They profaned the tabernacle bearing your name, casting it to the ground.  8 They and their offspring have said in their hearts: “All the meeting places of God* in the land must be burned.”  9 There are no signs for us to see; There is no longer any prophet, And no one among us knows how long this will last. 10 How long, O God, will the adversary keep taunting? Will the enemy treat your name with disrespect forever? 11 Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? Draw it out of your bosom* and put an end to them. 12 But God is my King from long ago, The one performing acts of salvation on the earth. 13 You stirred up the sea with your strength; You smashed the heads of the sea monsters in the waters. 14 You crushed the heads of Le·viʹa·than;* You gave it as food to the people, to those inhabiting the deserts. 15 You cut openings for the springs and the streams; You dried up ever-flowing rivers. 16 The day belongs to you, also the night. You made the light* and the sun. 17 You set up all the boundaries of the earth; You made summer and winter. 18 Remember the enemy’s taunts, O Jehovah, How a foolish people treats your name with disrespect. 19 Do not surrender the life* of your turtledove to the wild beasts. Do not forget the life of your afflicted people forever. 20 Remember the covenant, For the dark places of the earth have become full of the haunts of violence. 21 May the crushed one not turn away disappointed; May the lowly and the poor praise your name. 22 Rise up, O God, and plead your legal case. Remember how the foolish taunt you all day long. 23 Do not forget what your foes are saying. The uproar of those who defy you is ascending constantly.

Lit., “smoke.”
Lit., “your assembly.”
Or “your place of assembly.”
Or “All places where God is worshipped.”
Or “from the folds of your garment.”
See Glossary.
Or “the luminary.”
Or “soul.”







AUGUST 19-25

PSALMS 75-77



Song 120 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD




1. Do Not Be Boastful​—Why?



(10 min.)



Those who are boastful displease God (Ps 75:4; 1Ti 3:6; w18.01 28 ¶4-5)

Any privilege or assignment we receive in the congregation is an undeserved gift from Jehovah (Ps 75:5-7; w06 7/15 11 ¶2)

Those who are proud, such as earth’s haughty rulers, will be humbled by Jehovah (Ps 76:12)





[image: Collage: 1. A brother gives a talk at an assembly. 2. Later, the brother receives praise and attention from others, but he humbly refuses the glory.]





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 76:10​—How can “the rage of man” praise Jehovah? (w06 7/15 11 ¶3)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 75:1–76:12 (th study 11)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Feature a video from jw.org in the person’s preferred language. (lmd lesson 1 point 4)





5. Starting a Conversation



(4 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Be adaptable and adjust your comments when the person tells you that he does not believe in God. (lmd lesson 2 point 5)





6. Making Disciples



(5 min.) lff lesson 15 point 4 (lmd lesson 11 point 3)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 127

7. Be Loyal When Praised



(7 min.) Discussion.



Play the VIDEO Be Loyal, as Jesus Was​—When Praised. Then ask the audience:

	  What lessons did you learn from the humble way that Sergei responded to praise?


Your answer









8. Special Campaign to Start Bible Studies in September using Enjoy Life Forever!



(8 min.) Talk by the service overseer. Stimulate enthusiasm for the campaign and outline local arrangements.





9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 14 ¶7-10, box on p. 110





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 95 and Prayer





^ (Pss. 75:0-77:20) To the director. Set to the melody “Do Not Bring to Ruin.” Of Aʹsaph. A song. 75 We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks to you; Your name is near, And people declare your wondrous works.  2 You say: “When I set a time, I judge with fairness.  3 When the earth and all its inhabitants were dissolved, It was I who kept its pillars firm.” (Selah)  4 I say to the boastful, “Do not boast,” And to the wicked, “Do not exalt your strength.*  5 Do not exalt your strength* up high Or speak with arrogance.  6 For exaltation does not come From the east or the west or the south.  7 For God is Judge. He puts one man down and exalts another.  8 For there is a cup in Jehovah’s hand; The wine is foaming and is fully mixed. He will surely pour it out, And all the wicked of the earth will drink it, down to the dregs.”  9 But as for me, I will proclaim it forever; I will sing praises* to the God of Jacob. 10 For he says: “I will cut off all the strength* of the wicked, But the strength* of the righteous will be exalted.” 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. A melody of Aʹsaph. A song. 76 God is known in Judah; In Israel his name is great.  2 His shelter is in Saʹlem, And his dwelling is in Zion.  3 There he broke the flaming arrows of the bow, The shield and the sword and the weapons of war. (Selah)  4 You shine brightly;* You are more majestic than the mountains of prey.  5 The courageous of heart have been plundered. They have fallen asleep; The warriors were all helpless.  6 From your rebuke, O God of Jacob, Both the charioteer and the horse have fallen fast asleep.  7 You alone are awe-inspiring. Who can withstand your intense anger?  8 From heaven you pronounced judgment; The earth was afraid and was silent  9 When God rose up to execute judgment, To save all the meek of the earth. (Selah) 10 For the rage of man will serve to your praise; With the remnants of their rage you will adorn yourself. 11 Make your vows to Jehovah your God and pay them, Let all who are around him bring their gift in fear. 12 He will humble the pride* of leaders; He inspires fear in the kings of the earth. 
To the director; on Je·duʹthun.* Of Aʹsaph. A melody. 77 With my voice I will cry out to God; To God I will cry out, and he will hear me.  2 In the day of my distress I search for Jehovah. At night my hands are stretched out to him without ceasing.* I* cannot be comforted.  3 When I remember God, I groan; I am troubled and my strength fails.* (Selah)  4 You hold my eyelids open; I am agitated and cannot speak.  5 My thoughts turn to the days of long ago, The years of the distant past.  6 During the night I remember my song;* I ponder in my heart; I make* a diligent search.  7 Will Jehovah cast us off forever? Will he never again show his favor?  8 Has his loyal love ceased forever? Will his promise come to nothing for all generations?  9 Has God forgotten to show his favor, Or has his anger caused his mercy to cease? (Selah) 10 Must I keep saying: “This is what distresses me:* The Most High has changed his position* toward us”? 11 I will remember the works of Jah; I will remember your marvelous deeds of long ago. 12 And I will meditate on all your activity And ponder over your dealings. 13 O God, your ways are holy. What god is as great as you, O God? 14 You are the true God, who does marvelous things. You have revealed your strength to the peoples. 15 With your power* you have rescued* your people, The sons of Jacob and of Joseph. (Selah) 16 The waters saw you, O God; The waters saw you and were disturbed. And the deep waters became agitated. 17 The clouds poured down water. The cloudy skies thundered, And your arrows flew here and there. 18 The sound of your thunder was like chariot wheels; Flashes of lightning lit up the inhabited earth;* The earth trembled and quaked. 19 Your way was through the sea, Your path through many waters; But your footprints could not be traced. 20 You led your people just like a flock, In the care* of Moses and Aaron.

Lit., “horn.”
Lit., “horn.”
Or “make music.”
Lit., “horns.”
Lit., “horns.”
Or “You are enveloped with light.”
Lit., “spirit.”
See Glossary.
Lit., “growing numb.”
Or “My soul.”
Lit., “my spirit faints.”
Or “string music.”
Lit., “My spirit makes.”
Or “pierces me.”
Lit., “right hand.”
Lit., “arm.”
Lit., “redeemed.”
Or “the productive land.”
Lit., “By the hand.”


^ (Ps. 75:4) I say to the boastful, “Do not boast,” And to the wicked, “Do not exalt your strength.*

Lit., “horn.”


^ (1 Tim. 3:6) not a newly converted man, for fear that he might get puffed up with pride and fall into the judgment passed on the Devil.



^ (Ps. 75:5-7) Do not exalt your strength* up high Or speak with arrogance.  6 For exaltation does not come From the east or the west or the south.  7 For God is Judge. He puts one man down and exalts another.

Lit., “horn.”


^ (Ps. 76:12) He will humble the pride* of leaders; He inspires fear in the kings of the earth.

Lit., “spirit.”


^ (Ps. 76:10) For the rage of man will serve to your praise; With the remnants of their rage you will adorn yourself.



^ (Pss. 75:1-76:12) We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks to you; Your name is near, And people declare your wondrous works.  2 You say: “When I set a time, I judge with fairness.  3 When the earth and all its inhabitants were dissolved, It was I who kept its pillars firm.” (Selah)  4 I say to the boastful, “Do not boast,” And to the wicked, “Do not exalt your strength.*  5 Do not exalt your strength* up high Or speak with arrogance.  6 For exaltation does not come From the east or the west or the south.  7 For God is Judge. He puts one man down and exalts another.  8 For there is a cup in Jehovah’s hand; The wine is foaming and is fully mixed. He will surely pour it out, And all the wicked of the earth will drink it, down to the dregs.”  9 But as for me, I will proclaim it forever; I will sing praises* to the God of Jacob. 10 For he says: “I will cut off all the strength* of the wicked, But the strength* of the righteous will be exalted.” 
To the director; to be accompanied with stringed instruments. A melody of Aʹsaph. A song. 76 God is known in Judah; In Israel his name is great.  2 His shelter is in Saʹlem, And his dwelling is in Zion.  3 There he broke the flaming arrows of the bow, The shield and the sword and the weapons of war. (Selah)  4 You shine brightly;* You are more majestic than the mountains of prey.  5 The courageous of heart have been plundered. They have fallen asleep; The warriors were all helpless.  6 From your rebuke, O God of Jacob, Both the charioteer and the horse have fallen fast asleep.  7 You alone are awe-inspiring. Who can withstand your intense anger?  8 From heaven you pronounced judgment; The earth was afraid and was silent  9 When God rose up to execute judgment, To save all the meek of the earth. (Selah) 10 For the rage of man will serve to your praise; With the remnants of their rage you will adorn yourself. 11 Make your vows to Jehovah your God and pay them, Let all who are around him bring their gift in fear. 12 He will humble the pride* of leaders; He inspires fear in the kings of the earth.

Lit., “horn.”
Lit., “horn.”
Or “make music.”
Lit., “horns.”
Lit., “horns.”
Or “You are enveloped with light.”
Lit., “spirit.”







AUGUST 26–SEPTEMBER 1

PSALM 78



Song 97 and Prayer | Opening Comments (1 min.)


TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD






[image: Collage: An Israelite man remembering life back in Egypt as he glumly sifts manna through his fingers. 1. He eats a watermelon. 2. Egyptians beat and mistreat Israelite slaves.]



1. Israel’s Unfaithfulness​—A Warning Example



(10 min.)



Israel forgot Jehovah’s wonderful works (Ps 78:11, 42; w96 12/1 29-30)

Israel did not appreciate Jehovah’s provisions (Ps 78:19; w06 7/15 17 ¶16)

The Israelites did not learn from their errors but demonstrated a pattern of unfaithfulness (Ps 78:40, 41, 56, 57; w11 7/1 10 ¶3-4)



FOR MEDITATION: What will help us avoid being unfaithful to Jehovah?





2. Spiritual Gems



(10 min.)



	Ps 78:24, 25​—Why is manna called “the grain of heaven” and “the bread of mighty ones”? (w06 7/15 11 ¶4)


Your answer





	What spiritual gems from this week’s Bible reading would you like to share?


Your answer









3. Bible Reading



(4 min.) Ps 78:1-22 (th study 5)






APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY



4. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 5 point 5)





5. Starting a Conversation



(3 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. Use a tract to start a conversation. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 5 point 4)





6. Starting a Conversation



(1 min.) HOUSE TO HOUSE. The person asks you to be brief. Offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 2 point 5)





7. Starting a Conversation



(4 min.) INFORMAL WITNESSING. Without sharing a specific Bible truth, find a natural way to let the person know that you are one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and offer a Bible study. (lmd lesson 2 point 4)






LIVING AS CHRISTIANS



Song 96

8. Learn From the Example of Philip the Evangelizer



(15 min.) Discussion.







[image: Philip the evangelizer explaining the Scriptures to the Ethiopian man in his chariot.]




The Scriptures are filled with examples, both good and bad. Time and effort are needed to learn from these examples. In addition to reading the Bible accounts, we must meditate on the lessons and then adjust our conduct accordingly.

Philip the evangelizer was a Christian who was known for being “full of spirit and wisdom.” (Ac 6:3, 5) What lessons can we learn from his example?

Play the VIDEO Learn From Them​—Philip the Evangelizer. Then ask the audience what lessons they learned from each of the following:

	  The reaction of Philip when his circumstances changed suddenly.​—Ac 8:1, 4, 5


Your answer





	  The blessings Philip received from being willing to go where the need was greater.​—Ac 8:6-8, 26-31, 34-40


Your answer





	  The benefits to Philip and his family from showing hospitality.​—Ac 21:8-10


Your answer





	  The joy that the family in the dramatization experienced from following Philip’s example


Your answer









9. Congregation Bible Study



(30 min.) bt chap. 14 ¶11-20





Concluding Comments (3 min.) | Song 101 and Prayer





^ (Ps. 78:0-72) Masʹkil.* Of Aʹsaph. 78 Listen, my people, to my law;* Incline your ear to the words of my mouth.  2 I will open my mouth in a proverb. I will propound riddles of long ago.  3 The things we have heard and know, Which our fathers have related to us,  4 We will not hide from their sons; We will relate to the generation to come The praiseworthy deeds of Jehovah and his strength, The wonderful things he has done.  5 He established a reminder in Jacob And set a law in Israel; He commanded our forefathers To make these things known to their children,  6 So that the next generation, The children yet to be born, might know them. They in turn would relate them to their children.  7 Then these would put their confidence in God. They would not forget God’s works But would observe his commandments.  8 Then they would not be like their forefathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation whose heart was unsteady* And whose spirit was not faithful to God.  9 The Eʹphra·im·ites were armed with the bow, But they retreated in the day of battle. 10 They did not keep the covenant of God And refused to walk in his law. 11 They also forgot what he had done, His wonderful works that he showed them. 12 He did marvelous things in the sight of their forefathers, In the land of Egypt, the region of Zoʹan. 13 He split the sea to let them pass through, And he made the waters stand up like a dam.* 14 He led them with a cloud by day And the whole night with the light of a fire. 15 He split rocks in the wilderness, He let them drink their fill as if from deep waters. 16 He brought streams out of a crag And caused waters to flow down like rivers. 17 But they continued to sin against him By rebelling against the Most High in the desert; 18 They challenged* God in their heart By demanding food that they craved.* 19 So they spoke against God, Saying: “Can God spread a table in the wilderness?” 20 Look! He struck a rock So that waters flowed and streams flooded out. “Can he also give us bread, Or can he provide meat for his people?” 21 When Jehovah heard them, he became furious; A fire blazed against Jacob, And his anger flared up against Israel 22 Because they did not put faith in God; They did not trust in his ability to save them. 23 So he commanded the cloudy skies above, And he opened the doors of heaven. 24 He kept raining down manna for them to eat; He gave them the grain of heaven. 25 Men ate the bread of mighty ones;* He provided enough to satisfy them. 26 He stirred up the east wind in the heavens And made a south wind blow by his power. 27 And he rained down meat on them like dust, Birds like the sand of the seashore. 28 He made them fall in the midst of his camp, All around his tents. 29 And they ate and gorged themselves; He gave them what they desired. 30 But before they fully satisfied their craving, While their food was yet in their mouth, 31 God’s wrath flared up against them. He put to death their strongest men; He brought down the young men of Israel. 32 Despite this they sinned even more And did not put faith in his wonderful works. 33 So he brought their days to an end as if a mere breath, And their years by sudden terrors. 34 But as often as he killed them, they would search for him; They would return and look for God, 35 Remembering that God was their Rock And that the Most High God was their Redeemer.* 36 But they tried to deceive him with their mouth And lied to him with their tongue. 37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him; And they were not faithful to his covenant. 38 But he was merciful; He would forgive* their error and not bring them to ruin. He often held back his anger Instead of stirring up all his wrath. 39 For he remembered that they were flesh, A wind that blows past and does not return.* 40 How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness And made him feel hurt in the desert! 41 Again and again they put God to the test, And they grieved* the Holy One of Israel. 42 They did not remember his power,* The day that he rescued* them from the adversary, 43 How he displayed his signs in Egypt And his miracles in the region of Zoʹan, 44 And how he turned the Nile canals into blood So that they could not drink from their streams. 45 He sent swarms of gadflies to devour them And frogs to bring them to ruin. 46 He gave their crops to the voracious locusts, The fruit of their labor to the swarming locusts. 47 He destroyed their vines with hail And their sycamore trees with hailstones. 48 He gave their beasts of burden over to the hail And their livestock to the lightning bolts.* 49 He inflicted his burning anger on them, Fury and indignation and distress, Companies of angels bringing calamity. 50 He cleared a pathway for his anger. He did not spare them* from death; And he gave them* over to pestilence. 51 Finally he struck down all the firstborn of Egypt, The beginning of their procreative power in the tents of Ham. 52 Then he brought his people out like a flock And guided them like a drove in the wilderness. 53 He led them in security, And they felt no fear; The sea covered their enemies. 54 And he brought them to his holy territory, This mountainous region that his right hand acquired. 55 He drove out the nations from before them; He allotted to them an inheritance by the measuring line; He settled the tribes of Israel in their homes. 56 But they kept challenging* God the Most High, and rebelling against him; They did not pay attention to his reminders. 57 They also turned away and were as treacherous as their forefathers. They were as unreliable as a loose bow. 58 They kept offending him with their high places, And they incited him to fury* with their carved images. 59 God heard and became furious, So he utterly rejected Israel. 60 He finally forsook the tabernacle of Shiʹloh, The tent where he had resided among men. 61 He let the symbol of his strength go into captivity; His splendor into the hand of the adversary. 62 He handed his people over to the sword And became furious with his inheritance. 63 Fire consumed his young men, And to his virgins no wedding songs were sung.* 64 His priests fell by the sword, And their own widows did not weep. 65 Then Jehovah woke up as from sleep, Like a mighty man waking up from wine. 66 And he drove his adversaries back; He put them to lasting disgrace. 67 He rejected the tent of Joseph; He did not choose the tribe of Eʹphra·im. 68 But he chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion, which he loves. 69 He made his sanctuary as enduring as the heavens,* Like the earth that he has established forever. 70 He chose David his servant And took him from the sheep pens, 71 From tending the nursing ewes; He made him the shepherd over Jacob, his people, And over Israel, his inheritance. 72 He shepherded them with integrity of heart, And with skillful hands he led them.

See Glossary.
Or “instruction.”
Lit., “unprepared.”
Or “wall.”
Lit., “tested.”
Or “food for their soul.”
Or “of angels.”
Or “Avenger.”
Lit., “cover.”
Or possibly, “That the spirit is going forth and does not come back.”
Or “pained.”
Lit., “hand.”
Lit., “redeemed.”
Or possibly, “the burning fever.”
Or “their soul.”
Lit., “their life.”
Lit., “testing.”
Or “to jealousy.”
Lit., “And his virgins were not praised.”
Lit., “He built his sanctuary like the heights.”


^ (Ps. 78:11) They also forgot what he had done, His wonderful works that he showed them.



^ (Ps. 78:42) They did not remember his power,* The day that he rescued* them from the adversary,

Lit., “hand.”
Lit., “redeemed.”


^ (Ps. 78:19) So they spoke against God, Saying: “Can God spread a table in the wilderness?”



^ (Ps. 78:40, 41) How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness And made him feel hurt in the desert! 41 Again and again they put God to the test, And they grieved* the Holy One of Israel.

Or “pained.”


^ (Ps. 78:56, 57) But they kept challenging* God the Most High, and rebelling against him; They did not pay attention to his reminders. 57 They also turned away and were as treacherous as their forefathers. They were as unreliable as a loose bow.

Lit., “testing.”


^ (Ps. 78:24, 25) He kept raining down manna for them to eat; He gave them the grain of heaven. 25 Men ate the bread of mighty ones;* He provided enough to satisfy them.

Or “of angels.”


^ (Ps. 78:1-22) Listen, my people, to my law;* Incline your ear to the words of my mouth.  2 I will open my mouth in a proverb. I will propound riddles of long ago.  3 The things we have heard and know, Which our fathers have related to us,  4 We will not hide from their sons; We will relate to the generation to come The praiseworthy deeds of Jehovah and his strength, The wonderful things he has done.  5 He established a reminder in Jacob And set a law in Israel; He commanded our forefathers To make these things known to their children,  6 So that the next generation, The children yet to be born, might know them. They in turn would relate them to their children.  7 Then these would put their confidence in God. They would not forget God’s works But would observe his commandments.  8 Then they would not be like their forefathers, A stubborn and rebellious generation, A generation whose heart was unsteady* And whose spirit was not faithful to God.  9 The Eʹphra·im·ites were armed with the bow, But they retreated in the day of battle. 10 They did not keep the covenant of God And refused to walk in his law. 11 They also forgot what he had done, His wonderful works that he showed them. 12 He did marvelous things in the sight of their forefathers, In the land of Egypt, the region of Zoʹan. 13 He split the sea to let them pass through, And he made the waters stand up like a dam.* 14 He led them with a cloud by day And the whole night with the light of a fire. 15 He split rocks in the wilderness, He let them drink their fill as if from deep waters. 16 He brought streams out of a crag And caused waters to flow down like rivers. 17 But they continued to sin against him By rebelling against the Most High in the desert; 18 They challenged* God in their heart By demanding food that they craved.* 19 So they spoke against God, Saying: “Can God spread a table in the wilderness?” 20 Look! He struck a rock So that waters flowed and streams flooded out. “Can he also give us bread, Or can he provide meat for his people?” 21 When Jehovah heard them, he became furious; A fire blazed against Jacob, And his anger flared up against Israel 22 Because they did not put faith in God; They did not trust in his ability to save them.

Or “instruction.”
Lit., “unprepared.”
Or “wall.”
Lit., “tested.”
Or “food for their soul.”


^ (Acts 6:3) So, brothers, select for yourselves seven reputable men from among you, full of spirit and wisdom, that we may appoint them over this necessary matter;



^ (Acts 6:5) What they said was pleasing to the whole multitude, and they selected Stephen, a man full of faith and holy spirit, as well as Philip, Prochʹo·rus, Ni·caʹnor, Tiʹmon, Parʹme·nas, and Nic·o·laʹus, a proselyte of Antioch.



^ (Acts 8:1) Saul, for his part, approved of his murder. On that day great persecution arose against the congregation that was in Jerusalem; all except the apostles were scattered throughout the regions of Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a.



^ (Acts 8:4, 5) However, those who had been scattered went through the land declaring the good news of the word. 5 Now Philip went down to the city of Sa·marʹi·a and began to preach the Christ to them.



^ (Acts 8:6-8) The crowds with one accord were paying attention to what Philip said while they listened and observed the signs he was performing. 7 For many had unclean spirits, and these would cry out with a loud voice and come out. Moreover, many who were paralyzed and lame were cured. 8 So there came to be a great deal of joy in that city.



^ (Acts 8:26-31) However, Jehovah’s angel spoke to Philip, saying: “Get up and go to the south to the road that runs down from Jerusalem to Gazʹa.” (This is a desert road.) 27 With that he got up and went, and look! an E·thi·oʹpi·an eunuch, a man who had authority under Can·daʹce, queen of the E·thi·oʹpi·ans, and who was in charge of all her treasure. He had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and was sitting in his chariot, reading aloud the prophet Isaiah. 29 So the spirit said to Philip: “Go over and approach this chariot.” 30 Philip ran alongside and heard him reading aloud Isaiah the prophet, and he said: “Do you actually know what you are reading?” 31 He said: “Really, how could I ever do so unless someone guided me?” So he urged Philip to get on and sit down with him.



^ (Acts 8:34-40) The eunuch then said to Philip: “I beg you, about whom does the prophet say this? About himself or about some other man?” 35 Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he declared to him the good news about Jesus. 36 Now as they were going along the road, they came to a body of water, and the eunuch said: “Look! Here is water; what prevents me from getting baptized?” 37 —— 38 With that he commanded the chariot to halt, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, Jehovah’s spirit quickly led Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him anymore, but he went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, found himself in Ashʹdod, and he went through the territory and kept on declaring the good news to all the cities until he got to Caes·a·reʹa.



^ (Acts 21:8-10) The next day we left and came to Caes·a·reʹa, and we entered the house of Philip the evangelizer, who was one of the seven men, and we stayed with him. 9 This man had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 10 But after we had stayed there for quite a number of days, a prophet named Agʹa·bus came down from Ju·deʹa.
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^ ***sjj song 148 Jehovah Provides Escape***


SONG 148

Jehovah Provides Escape


(2 Samuel 22:1-8)


	1. The living God, Jehovah, you have proved to be;

Your mighty works abound

in earth and sky and sea.

No rival god can equal what you have done

​—there is none.

Our foes will be consumed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	2. Though ropes of death encircle me, I call to you,

“Jehovah, give me strength,

and give me courage too.”

From your own temple dwelling, you hear my plea,

“Shelter me;

Rescue me, O my God.”

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.





	3. From heaven you will thunder

and give forth your voice.

Your enemies will quake;

your servants will rejoice.

You prove to be whatever you need to be;

all will see

How you provide escape.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah provides escape for the loyal.

His servants will see what a mighty Crag is he.

So with courage and faith in our God,

we spread the fame

Of Jehovah, our Source of escape,

and praise his name.









(See also Ps. 18:1, 2; 144:1, 2.)





^ (2 Sam. 22:1-8) And David spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah rescued him out of the hand of all his enemies and out of Saul’s hand. 2 He said: “Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me.  3 My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.  4 I call on Jehovah, who is worthy of praise, And I will be saved from my enemies.  5 The waves of death broke all around me; Flash floods of worthless men terrified me.  6 The ropes of the Grave* surrounded me; The snares of death confronted me.  7 In my distress I called on Jehovah, To my God I kept calling. Then from his temple he heard my voice, And my cry for help reached his ears.  8 Back and forth the earth began to shake and rock; The foundations of the heavens trembled And shook back and forth because he had been angered.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”
Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Ps. 18:1, 2) I have affection for you, O Jehovah, my strength.  2 Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 144:1, 2) May Jehovah, my Rock, be praised, Who trains my hands for battle, My fingers for warfare.  2 He is my loyal love and my stronghold, My secure refuge* and my rescuer, My shield and the One in whom I have taken shelter, The One subduing peoples under me.

Or “secure height.”








^ ***bt pp. 220-221 “To the Most Distant Part of the Earth”***


14, 15. (a) What happened as a result of “the tribulation that arose over Stephen”? (b) In our time, how did many people in Siberia come to learn the truth?

14 Stephen gave a bold witness before he met his death at enemy hands. (Acts 6:5; 7:54-60) In the “great persecution” that arose at that time, all the disciples except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. But that did not stop the work of bearing witness. Philip went to Samaria “to preach the Christ” and did so with excellent results. (Acts 8:1-8, 14, 15, 25) Moreover, we are told: “Those who had been scattered by the tribulation that arose over Stephen went as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, but they spoke the word only to the Jews. However, some of the men among them from Cyprus and Cyrene came to Antioch and began talking to the Greek-speaking people, declaring the good news of the Lord Jesus.” (Acts 11:19, 20) At that time, persecution spread the Kingdom message.

15 In our time, something similar occurred in the former Soviet Union. Especially in the 1950’s, thousands of Jehovah’s Witnesses were exiled to Siberia. Because they were scattered in various settlements, the good news was constantly spreading in that vast land. In no way could so many Witnesses have found the money needed to travel perhaps as much as 6,000 miles (10,000 km) to proclaim the good news! However, the government itself sent them across the country. “As it turned out,” said one brother, “the authorities themselves enabled thousands of sincere people in Siberia to come to know the truth.”





^  (Acts 6:5) What they said was pleasing to the whole multitude, and they selected Stephen, a man full of faith and holy spirit, as well as Philip, Prochʹo·rus, Ni·caʹnor, Tiʹmon, Parʹme·nas, and Nic·o·laʹus, a proselyte of Antioch.



^  (Acts 7:54-60) Well, at hearing these things, they were infuriated in their hearts and began to grind their teeth at him. 55 But he, being full of holy spirit, gazed into heaven and caught sight of God’s glory and of Jesus standing at God’s right hand, 56 and he said: “Look! I see the heavens opened up and the Son of man standing at God’s right hand.” 57 At this they cried out at the top of their voices and put their hands over their ears and rushed at him all together. 58 After throwing him outside the city, they began stoning him. The witnesses laid down their outer garments at the feet of a young man called Saul. 59 As they were stoning Stephen, he made this appeal: “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then, kneeling down, he cried out with a strong voice: “Jehovah, do not charge this sin against them.” And after saying this, he fell asleep in death.



^  (Acts 8:1-8) Saul, for his part, approved of his murder. On that day great persecution arose against the congregation that was in Jerusalem; all except the apostles were scattered throughout the regions of Ju·deʹa and Sa·marʹi·a. 2 But devout men carried Stephen away to bury him, and they made a great mourning over him. 3 Saul, though, began to ravage the congregation. He would invade one house after another, dragging out both men and women and turning them over to prison. 4 However, those who had been scattered went through the land declaring the good news of the word. 5 Now Philip went down to the city of Sa·marʹi·a and began to preach the Christ to them. 6 The crowds with one accord were paying attention to what Philip said while they listened and observed the signs he was performing. 7 For many had unclean spirits, and these would cry out with a loud voice and come out. Moreover, many who were paralyzed and lame were cured. 8 So there came to be a great deal of joy in that city.



^  (Acts 8:14, 15) When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Sa·marʹi·a had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them; 15 and these went down and prayed for them to get holy spirit.



^  (Acts 8:25) Therefore, when they had given the witness thoroughly and had spoken the word of Jehovah, they started back toward Jerusalem, and they went declaring the good news to many villages of the Sa·marʹi·tans.



^  (Acts 11:19, 20) Now those who had been scattered by the tribulation that arose over Stephen went as far as Phoe·niʹcia, Cyʹprus, and Antioch, but they spoke the word only to the Jews. 20 However, some of the men among them from Cyʹprus and Cy·reʹne came to Antioch and began talking to the Greek-speaking people, declaring the good news of the Lord Jesus.









^ ***w23 July pp. 18-19 “Be Steadfast, Immovable”***


16. How did a steadfast heart protect Bob? (Psalm 112:7)

16 Cultivate a steadfast heart. King David declared his unswerving love for Jehovah when he sang: “My heart is steadfast, O God.” (Ps. 57:7) We too can have a steadfast heart, trusting fully in Jehovah. (Read Psalm 112:7.) Consider how this helped Bob, mentioned earlier. When he was informed that blood would be kept on hand just in case it was needed, he instantly replied that if there was any chance of giving him blood, he would leave the hospital immediately. Later, Bob commented, “I had absolutely no hesitation and no worry.”

17. What can we learn from Bob’s experience? (See also picture.)

17 Bob was steadfast because he had made his decision to stand firm long before he went into the hospital. First, he desired to make Jehovah happy. Second, he carefully studied what the Bible and our Bible-based publications say about the sanctity of life and blood. Third, he was convinced that following Jehovah’s direction would bring lasting benefits. We too can have a steadfast heart no matter what trials we may face.





^ (Ps. 112:7) He will not fear bad news. His heart is steadfast, trusting in Jehovah.



^  (Ps. 57:7) My heart is steadfast, O God, My heart is steadfast. I will sing and make music.



^  (Ps. 112:7) He will not fear bad news. His heart is steadfast, trusting in Jehovah.









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***lmd lesson 7 points 1-2***




1. Watch the VIDEO, or read Acts 19:8-10. Then consider the following questions:

	               Rather than giving up when some opposed him, how did Paul persevere in helping those who showed interest?



	               How often did Paul go back to teach these interested ones, and for how long did he do so?









What Do We Learn From Paul?

2. We need to invest time and effort to make effective return visits and to start Bible studies.







^ (Acts 19:8-10) Entering the synagogue, for three months he spoke with boldness, giving talks and reasoning persuasively about the Kingdom of God. 9 But when some stubbornly refused to believe,* speaking injuriously about The Way before the crowd, he withdrew from them and separated the disciples from them, giving talks daily in the school auditorium of Ty·ranʹnus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all those living in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.

Or “some went on hardening themselves and not believing.”








^ ***lmd lesson 7 point 3***


3. Adapt your schedule to the other person’s. Ask yourself: ‘When would I be most likely to contact him? When and where would he be most likely to converse with me?’ Be willing to follow up, even if the time is inconvenient for you.

4. Make an appointment. At the end of each conversation, try to confirm a specific time when you can speak with the person again. Be sure to keep the appointment.

5. Remain hopeful. Do not quickly assume that a person who is rarely at home or is often busy is not interested. (1 Cor. 13:4, 7) Instead, balance perseverance with making wise use of your time.​—1 Cor. 9:26.


SEE ALSO


Acts 10:42; 1 Cor. 9:22, 23; 2 Cor. 4:1; Gal. 6:9









^ (1 Cor. 13:4) Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up,



^ (1 Cor. 13:7) It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.



^ (1 Cor. 9:26) Therefore, the way I am running is not aimlessly; the way I am aiming my blows is so as not to be striking the air;



^ (Acts 10:42) Also, he ordered us to preach to the people and to give a thorough witness that this is the one decreed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.



^ (1 Cor. 9:22, 23) To the weak I became weak, in order to gain the weak. I have become all things to people of all sorts, so that I might by all possible means save some. 23 But I do all things for the sake of the good news, in order to share it with others.



^ (2 Cor. 4:1) Therefore, since we have this ministry through the mercy that was shown us, we do not give up.



^ (Gal. 6:9) So let us not give up in doing what is fine, for in due time we will reap if we do not tire out.









^ ***sjj song 65 Move Ahead!***


SONG 65

Move Ahead!


(Hebrews 6:1)


	1. Move ahead, move ahead to maturity!

Shine the light of the truth so that all may plainly see.

Try your best to improve in your ministry;

Trust in God for true success.

There’s a place in the service for all.

It’s the work Jesus did, you’ll recall.

Look to God for support that you may not fall,

Standing firm for righteousness.



	2. Move ahead, move ahead, boldly witnessing!

Everlasting good news to all sorts of people bring.

Join in praise to Jehovah, our God and King,

As we preach from door to door.

Though opposers would like us to fear,

Don’t hold back, but let ev’ryone hear.

Tell the news that the Kingdom of God is here.

Teach the truth yet more and more.



	3. Move ahead, move ahead, always follow through,

And improve in your skills,

for there’s so much work to do.

Let the spirit of God keep on leading you.

Find the joy that is divine.

Love the people you work hard to find.

Keep returning to reach heart and mind.

And assist them to grow and to be refined,

So the light of truth will shine.







(See also Phil. 1:27; 3:16; Heb. 10:39.)





^ (Heb. 6:1) Therefore, now that we have moved beyond the primary doctrine about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying a foundation again, namely, repentance from dead works and faith in God,



^ (Phil. 1:27) Only behave in a manner worthy of the good news about the Christ, so that whether I come and see you or I am absent, I may hear about you and learn that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one soul, striving side by side for the faith of the good news,



^ (Phil. 3:16) At any rate, to the extent we have made progress, let us go on walking orderly in this same course.



^ (Heb. 10:39) Now we are not the sort who shrink back to destruction, but the sort who have faith for the preserving of our lives.*

Or “souls.”








^ ***bt pp. 93-95 “Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah”***


1, 2. What series of events unfolds while Paul and Barnabas are in Lystra?

CHAOS reigns in Lystra. A man lame from birth leaps about with joy after two strangers heal him. People gasp in wonder, and a priest brings garlands for the two men whom the crowd believe to be gods. Bulls snort and bellow as a priest of Zeus prepares to slaughter them. Cries of protest rise from the throats of Paul and Barnabas. Ripping their garments apart, they leap into the crowd and beg not to be worshipped, barely restraining the adoring throng.

2 Then, Jewish opposers arrive from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium. With venomous slander, they poison the minds of the people of Lystra. The once-worshipful crowd now swirl around Paul and pelt him with stones until he is unconscious. Their anger spent, they drag Paul’s battered body outside the city gates, leaving him for dead.

 3. What questions will we consider in this chapter?

3 What led up to this dramatic incident? What can present-day proclaimers of the good news learn from the events involving Barnabas, Paul, and the fickle inhabitants of Lystra? And how can Christian elders imitate the example set by Barnabas and Paul as those faithful men persevered in their ministry, “speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah”?​—Acts 14:3.

“A Great Multitude . . . Became Believers” (Acts 14:1-7)

4, 5. Why did Paul and Barnabas travel to Iconium, and what happened there?

4 Not many days earlier, Paul and Barnabas were thrown out of the Roman city of Pisidian Antioch after Jewish opposers stirred up trouble for them. Instead of becoming discouraged, however, the two men “shook the dust off their feet” against the city’s unresponsive inhabitants. (Acts 13:50-52; Matt. 10:14) Paul and Barnabas peacefully departed and left those resisters to the consequences that would come from God. (Acts 18:5, 6; 20:26) With undiminished joy, the two missionaries continued their preaching tour. Trekking about 100 miles (150 km) southeast, they reached a fertile plateau cupped between the Taurus and Sultan mountain ranges.

5 Initially, Paul and Barnabas stopped at Iconium, an enclave of Greek culture and one of the principal cities of the Roman province of Galatia.* This city sheltered an influential Jewish population and a large number of non-Jewish proselytes. According to their custom, Paul and Barnabas entered the synagogue and began preaching. (Acts 13:5, 14) They “spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers.”​—Acts 14:1.

ICONIUM​—CITY OF THE PHRYGIANS


Iconium was located on a high, well-watered, and fertile plateau. The city stood at a crossroads on an important trade route linking Syria with Rome, Greece, and the Roman province of Asia.

The local religion in Iconium was worship of the Phrygian fertility goddess Cybele, which included elements adopted from Greek worship during the Hellenistic period. The city came under Roman influence in 65 B.C.E., and in the first century C.E., it was a large and prosperous center of trade and agriculture. Although Iconium was home to an influential Jewish population, the city seems to have retained its Hellenistic character. The Acts account, in fact, refers to resident Jews and to “Greeks.”​—Acts 14:1.

Iconium lay on the border between the Galatian regions of Lycaonia and Phrygia. Certain ancient writers, including Cicero and Strabo, called Iconium a city of Lycaonia, and from a geographic standpoint, the city did belong to that region. The Acts account, however, distinguishes Iconium from Lycaonia, where “the Lycaonian language” was spoken. (Acts 14:1-6, 11) For this reason, critics argued that the book of Acts was inaccurate. In 1910, though, archaeologists found inscriptions in the city indicating that Phrygian was indeed the language used in Iconium for two centuries following the visit of Paul and Barnabas. Hence, the writer of Acts was correct in distinguishing Iconium from the cities of Lycaonia.





 6. Why were Paul and Barnabas effective teachers, and how can we imitate them?

6 Why was the manner in which Paul and Barnabas spoke so effective? Paul was a storehouse of Scriptural wisdom. He masterfully linked references to history, prophecy, and the Mosaic Law in order to prove that Jesus was the promised Messiah. (Acts 13:15-31; 26:22, 23) Barnabas radiated concern for people. (Acts 4:36, 37; 9:27; 11:23, 24) Neither man relied on his own understanding but spoke “by the authority of Jehovah.” How can you imitate those missionaries in your preaching activity? By doing the following: Become thoroughly familiar with God’s Word. Select Scriptural references that are most likely to appeal to your listeners. Look for practical ways to comfort those to whom you preach. And always base your teaching on the authority of Jehovah’s Word, not on your own wisdom.





^  (Acts 14:3) So they spent considerable time speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah, who bore witness to the word of his undeserved kindness by allowing signs and wonders to be performed through them.



^ (Acts 14:1-7) Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers. 2 But the Jews who did not believe stirred up and wrongly influenced the people of the nations against the brothers. 3 So they spent considerable time speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah, who bore witness to the word of his undeserved kindness by allowing signs and wonders to be performed through them. 4 However, the multitude of the city was divided; some were for the Jews but others for the apostles. 5 When both the people of the nations and the Jews with their rulers made an attempt to treat them insolently and stone them, 6 they were informed of it, and they fled to the cities of Lyc·a·oʹni·a, Lysʹtra and Derʹbe, and to the surrounding country. 7 There they went on declaring the good news.



^  (Acts 13:50-52) But the Jews incited the prominent women who were God-fearing and the principal men of the city, and they stirred up persecution against Paul and Barʹna·bas and threw them outside their boundaries. 51 So they shook the dust off their feet against them and went to I·coʹni·um. 52 And the disciples continued to be filled with joy and holy spirit.



^  (Matt. 10:14) Wherever anyone does not receive you or listen to your words, on going out of that house or that city, shake the dust off your feet.



^  (Acts 18:5, 6) When, now, both Silas and Timothy came down from Mac·e·doʹni·a, Paul began to be intensely occupied with the word, witnessing to the Jews to prove that Jesus is the Christ. 6 But after they kept on opposing him and speaking abusively, he shook out his garments and said to them: “Let your blood be on your own heads. I am clean. From now on I will go to people of the nations.”



^  (Acts 20:26) So I call you to witness this very day that I am clean from the blood of all men,



^  (Acts 13:5) When they arrived in Salʹa·mis, they began proclaiming the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. They also had John as an attendant.*

Or “an assistant.”


^  (Acts 13:14) However, they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pi·sidʹi·a. And going into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, they took a seat.



^  (Acts 14:1) Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers.



^ (Acts 14:1) Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers.



^ (Acts 14:1-6) Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers. 2 But the Jews who did not believe stirred up and wrongly influenced the people of the nations against the brothers. 3 So they spent considerable time speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah, who bore witness to the word of his undeserved kindness by allowing signs and wonders to be performed through them. 4 However, the multitude of the city was divided; some were for the Jews but others for the apostles. 5 When both the people of the nations and the Jews with their rulers made an attempt to treat them insolently and stone them, 6 they were informed of it, and they fled to the cities of Lyc·a·oʹni·a, Lysʹtra and Derʹbe, and to the surrounding country.



^ (Acts 14:11) When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they cried out in the Lyc·a·oʹni·an language: “The gods have become like humans and have come down to us!”



^  (Acts 13:15-31) After the public reading of the Law and the Prophets, the presiding officers of the synagogue sent word to them, saying: “Men, brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, tell it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand, he said: “Men, Israelites and you others who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose our forefathers, and he exalted the people while they lived as foreigners in the land of Egypt and brought them out of it with an uplifted arm. 18 And for a period of about 40 years, he put up with them in the wilderness. 19 After destroying seven nations in the land of Caʹnaan, he assigned their land as an inheritance. 20 All of that was during about 450 years. “After this he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 But afterward they demanded a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for 40 years. 22 After removing him, he raised up for them David as king, about whom he bore witness and said: ‘I have found David the son of Jesʹse a man agreeable to my heart; he will do all the things I desire.’ 23 According to his promise, from the offspring of this man, God has brought to Israel a savior, Jesus. 24 Before the arrival of that one, John had preached publicly to all the people of Israel baptism in symbol of repentance. 25 But as John was finishing his course, he would say: ‘What do you suppose I am? I am not he.* But look! One is coming after me the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ 26 “Men, brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family and those others among you who fear God, the word of this salvation has been sent to us. 27 For the inhabitants of Jerusalem and their rulers did not recognize this one, but when acting as judges, they fulfilled the things spoken by the Prophets, which are read aloud every sabbath. 28 Even though they found no cause for death, they demanded of Pilate to have him executed. 29 And when they had accomplished all the things written about him, they took him down from the stake and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him up from the dead, 31 and for many days he became visible to those who had gone with him from Galʹi·lee up to Jerusalem. These are now his witnesses to the people.

Or “What you suppose I am, I am not.”


^  (Acts 26:22, 23) However, because I have experienced the help that is from God, I continue to this day bearing witness to both small and great, saying nothing except what the Prophets as well as Moses stated was going to take place— 23 that the Christ was to suffer and that as the first to be resurrected* from the dead, he was going to proclaim light both to this people and to the nations.”

Lit., “first out of resurrection.”


^  (Acts 4:36, 37) So Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barʹna·bas (which means, when translated, “Son of Comfort”), a Levite, a native of Cyʹprus, 37 owned a piece of land, and he sold it and brought the money and deposited it at the feet of the apostles.



^  (Acts 9:27) So Barʹna·bas came to his aid and led him to the apostles, and he told them in detail how on the road he had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus.



^  (Acts 11:23, 24) When he arrived and saw the undeserved kindness of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all to continue in the Lord with heartfelt resolve; 24 for he was a good man and full of holy spirit and faith. And a considerable crowd was added to the Lord.







^  See the box “Iconium​—City of the Phrygians.”









^ ***bt p. 96 “Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah”***

ICONIUM​—CITY OF THE PHRYGIANS


Iconium was located on a high, well-watered, and fertile plateau. The city stood at a crossroads on an important trade route linking Syria with Rome, Greece, and the Roman province of Asia.

The local religion in Iconium was worship of the Phrygian fertility goddess Cybele, which included elements adopted from Greek worship during the Hellenistic period. The city came under Roman influence in 65 B.C.E., and in the first century C.E., it was a large and prosperous center of trade and agriculture. Although Iconium was home to an influential Jewish population, the city seems to have retained its Hellenistic character. The Acts account, in fact, refers to resident Jews and to “Greeks.”​—Acts 14:1.

Iconium lay on the border between the Galatian regions of Lycaonia and Phrygia. Certain ancient writers, including Cicero and Strabo, called Iconium a city of Lycaonia, and from a geographic standpoint, the city did belong to that region. The Acts account, however, distinguishes Iconium from Lycaonia, where “the Lycaonian language” was spoken. (Acts 14:1-6, 11) For this reason, critics argued that the book of Acts was inaccurate. In 1910, though, archaeologists found inscriptions in the city indicating that Phrygian was indeed the language used in Iconium for two centuries following the visit of Paul and Barnabas. Hence, the writer of Acts was correct in distinguishing Iconium from the cities of Lycaonia.







^ (Acts 14:1) Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers.



^ (Acts 14:1-6) Now in I·coʹni·um they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews and spoke in such a manner that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks became believers. 2 But the Jews who did not believe stirred up and wrongly influenced the people of the nations against the brothers. 3 So they spent considerable time speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah, who bore witness to the word of his undeserved kindness by allowing signs and wonders to be performed through them. 4 However, the multitude of the city was divided; some were for the Jews but others for the apostles. 5 When both the people of the nations and the Jews with their rulers made an attempt to treat them insolently and stone them, 6 they were informed of it, and they fled to the cities of Lyc·a·oʹni·a, Lysʹtra and Derʹbe, and to the surrounding country.



^ (Acts 14:11) When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they cried out in the Lyc·a·oʹni·an language: “The gods have become like humans and have come down to us!”









^ ***sjj song 78 “Teaching the Word of God”***


SONG 78

“Teaching the Word of God”


(Acts 18:11)


	1. For those who teach the Word of God,

There is a joyful share.

The benefits that we receive

Are far beyond compare.

We imitate the Son of God

And how he taught with love.

And as we teach, the ones we’re helping

Draw close to God above.



	2. As teachers of Jehovah’s Word,

We strive to do what’s right,

So all may see sincerity

As we reflect God’s light.

With diligence we search God’s Word,

For it has news to tell.

So we can share our heart’s good treasure

And teach ourselves as well.



	3. Jehovah gives us all we need

To teach his precious Word.

So if we pray to ask for help,

We know that we’ll be heard.

We love what’s in the Word of God;

What’s more, we know it’s true.

And as we love the ones we’re teaching,

They’ll soon be teachers too!







(See also Ps. 119:97; 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 2:7; 1 John 5:14.)





^ (Acts 18:11) So he stayed there for a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them.



^ (Ps. 119:97) How I do love your law! I ponder over* it all day long.

Or “study.”


^ (2 Tim. 4:2) Preach the word; be at it urgently in favorable times and difficult times; reprove, reprimand, exhort, with all patience and art of teaching.



^ (Titus 2:7) showing yourself to be an example of fine works in every way. Teach what is pure* with all seriousness,

Or possibly, “Teach with purity.”


^ (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”














^ ***sjj song 2 Jehovah Is Your Name***


SONG 2

Jehovah Is Your Name


(Psalm 83:18)


	1. The living and true God—

The God of all creation

In ev’ry generation—

Jehovah is your name.

We’re honored and we’re proud

To be your congregation.

In ev’ry tribe and nation,

Your glory we proclaim.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.





	2. You cause us to become

Whatever you desire,

To do as you require—

Jehovah is your name.

And Witnesses for you

Is what you’ve kindly named us.

We’re honored you have claimed us—

A people for your name.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, Jehovah,

There is no God like you.

There’s no other in the heavens

Or on the earth below.

You alone are God Almighty,

And this all men must know.

Jehovah, Jehovah,

We have no other God but you.









(See also 2 Chron. 6:14; Ps. 72:19; Isa. 42:8.)





^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (2 Chron. 6:14) and he said: “O Jehovah the God of Israel, there is no God like you in the heavens or on the earth, keeping the covenant and showing loyal love to your servants who are walking before you with all their heart.



^ (Ps. 72:19) May his glorious name be praised forever, And may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen and Amen.



^ (Isa. 42:8) I am Jehovah. That is my name; I give my glory to no one else,* Nor my praise to graven images.

Or “I do not share my glory with anyone else.”








^ ***it-2 p. 1118 Tower***

Figurative Use. Those who look in faith and obedience to Jehovah have great security, as David sang: “You [Jehovah] have proved to be a refuge for me, a strong tower in the face of the enemy.” (Ps 61:3) Those who recognize what his name stands for, and who trust in and faithfully represent that name, have nothing to fear, for: “The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous runs and is given protection.”​—Pr 18:10; compare 1Sa 17:45-47.



^ (Ps. 61:3) For you are my refuge, A strong tower that protects me from the enemy.



^ (Prov. 18:10) The name of Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the righteous one runs and receives protection.*

Lit., “is raised high,” that is, out of reach, safe.


^ (1 Sam. 17:45-47) David replied to the Phi·lisʹtine: “You are coming against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I am coming against you in the name of Jehovah of armies, the God of the battle line of Israel, whom you have taunted.* 46 This very day Jehovah will surrender you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; and on this day I will give the corpses of the camp of the Phi·lisʹtines to the birds of the heavens and to the wild beasts of the earth; and people of all the earth will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 And all those gathered here* will know that it is not with the sword or the spear that Jehovah saves, for the battle belongs to Jehovah, and he will give all of you into our hand.”

Or “challenged.”
Lit., “all this congregation.”








^ ***it-2 p. 1084 Tent***

A “tent” also served in another figurative way in a number of instances. The tent of an individual was a place of rest and protection from the elements. (Ge 18:1) In view of the customs regarding hospitality, visitors had reason to believe that they would be cared for and respected when welcomed into someone’s tent. Consequently, when Revelation 7:15 says about the great crowd that God “will spread his tent over them,” it suggests protective care and security. (Ps 61:3, 4) Isaiah speaks of the preparations that God’s wife, Zion, is to make for the sons she will produce. She is told to “make the place of your tent more spacious.” (Isa 54:2) Thus, she enlarges the protective place for her children.



^ (Gen. 18:1) Afterward, Jehovah appeared to him among the big trees of Mamʹre while he was sitting at the entrance of the tent during the hottest part of the day.



^ (Rev. 7:15) That is why they are before the throne of God, and they are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple; and the One seated on the throne will spread his tent over them.



^ (Ps. 61:3, 4) For you are my refuge, A strong tower that protects me from the enemy.  4 I will be a guest in your tent forever; I will take refuge in the shelter of your wings. (Selah)



^ (Isa. 54:2) “Make the place of your tent more spacious. Stretch out the tent cloths of your grand tabernacle. Do not hold back, lengthen your tent cords, And make your tent pins strong.









^ ***w02 4/15 p. 16 Divine Laws Are for Our Benefit***

14. In what important way does God’s law differ from human ideas?

14 God’s law is reassuringly unchangeable. In the turbulent times in which we live, Jehovah is a rock of stability, existing from everlasting to everlasting. (Psalm 90:2) He said of himself: “I am Jehovah; I have not changed.” (Malachi 3:6) God’s standards, as recorded in the Bible, are completely reliable​—unlike the quicksand of constantly changing human ideas. (James 1:17) For example, for years psychologists advocated permissive child rearing, but later some changed their minds and admitted that their advice was a mistake. Worldly standards and guidelines on this matter sway to and fro as though buffeted by winds. However, Jehovah’s Word is unwavering. For centuries the Bible has provided counsel on how to rear children with love. The apostle Paul wrote: “Fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and mental-regulating of Jehovah.” (Ephesians 6:4) How reassuring it is to know that we can rely on Jehovah’s standards; they will not change!



^  (Ps. 90:2) Before the mountains were born Or you brought forth* the earth and the productive land, From everlasting to everlasting,* you are God.

Or “brought forth as with labor pains.”
Or “From eternity to eternity.”


^  (Mal. 3:6) “For I am Jehovah; I do not change.* And you are sons of Jacob; you have not yet come to your finish.

Or “I have not changed.”


^  (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^  (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.









^ ***w06 6/1 p. 11 par. 6 Highlights From Book Two of Psalms***

62:11. God does not have to depend on any external source of energy. He is the very source of power. ‘Strength belongs to him.’



^  (Ps. 62:11) Once God has spoken, twice I have heard this: That strength belongs to God.









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 3***


3. Be observant. A person’s facial expressions and body language can reveal a lot. Does the person seem willing to speak with you? You might introduce a Bible truth by simply asking, “Did you know that . . . ?” Avoid forcing a conversation with someone who does not want to talk.








^ ***lmd lesson 7 point 4***


4. Make an appointment. At the end of each conversation, try to confirm a specific time when you can speak with the person again. Be sure to keep the appointment.








^ ***w22 February pp. 4-5 Do You Trust in Jehovah’s Way of Doing Things?***


 7. What challenge might we face, and why?

7 We no doubt wholeheartedly agree that Jehovah always does what is right. The challenge for us, however, might be to trust in his human representatives. We might wonder whether those with a measure of authority in Jehovah’s organization really act according to Jehovah’s direction or their own. That could have been the thinking of some who lived in Bible times. Consider the examples cited in paragraph 3. A relative of the man who broke the Sabbath law might have wondered whether Moses had really consulted Jehovah before the death sentence was pronounced. And a friend of Uriah the Hittite, whose wife committed adultery with David, might have concluded that David used his position as king to escape the punishment that he so well deserved. The plain truth is that we cannot say that we trust in Jehovah if we do not trust in his earthly representatives​—those whom Jehovah trusts.

 8. What similarity is there between what is reported at Acts 16:4, 5 and how the Christian congregation functions today?

8 Today Jehovah leads the earthly part of his organization by means of “the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matt. 24:45) Like the first-century governing body, this slave oversees God’s people worldwide and gives direction to congregation elders. (Read Acts 16:4, 5.) The elders, in turn, implement the direction in the congregations. We show that we trust in Jehovah’s way of doing things by heeding the direction we receive from the organization and the elders.

 9. When might we find it difficult to cooperate with a decision made by the elders, and why?

9 At times, we may find it challenging to cooperate with decisions made by the elders. For example, in recent years many congregations and circuits have been reorganized. In some cases, the elders have asked publishers to support a different congregation with a view to making the best use of the seating capacity in our Kingdom Halls. If we are asked to join a new congregation, we may find it difficult to leave friends and family. Do the elders receive divine direction that tells them where to assign each publisher? No. And that fact might make it challenging for us to follow the direction we receive. But Jehovah trusts the elders to make such decisions, and we too need to trust them.*

10. In line with Hebrews 13:17, why should we cooperate with the elders?

10 Why should we cooperate with the elders and support their decisions even when the decisions are not what we would have preferred? Because in doing so, we help preserve the unity among God’s people. (Eph. 4:2, 3) Congregations thrive when all humbly submit to the decisions reached by the body of elders. (Read Hebrews 13:17.) More important, we show Jehovah that we trust in him by cooperating with those whom he trusts to care for us.​—Acts 20:28.





^ (Acts 16:4, 5) As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.



^  (Matt. 24:45) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time?



^  (Acts 16:4, 5) As they traveled on through the cities, they would deliver to them for observance the decrees that had been decided on by the apostles and the elders who were in Jerusalem. 5 Then, indeed, the congregations continued to be made firm in the faith and to increase in number day by day.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”


^  (Eph. 4:2, 3) with all humility and mildness, with patience, putting up with one another in love, 3 earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^  (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”


^  (Acts 20:28) Pay attention to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the holy spirit has appointed you overseers, to shepherd the congregation of God, which he purchased with the blood of his own Son.







^  At times, there may be extenuating circumstances that require an individual or a family to stay in their current congregation. See Our Kingdom Ministry, November 2002, “Question Box.”









^ ***th p. 23 Effective Conclusion***


STUDY 20

Effective Conclusion



Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14

SUMMARY: In your final remarks, appeal to your listeners to accept and apply what they have learned.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Connect your conclusion to your overall topic. Restate or rephrase your main points and theme.



	  Motivate your listeners. Show your listeners what to do, and give sound reasons for doing so. Speak earnestly and with conviction.



	  Keep your conclusion simple and brief. Do not introduce new main points. Using as few words as are needed, make a final appeal for action.

Do not rush your conclusion, and do not let your voice simply fade away. Deliver the last few sentences with a note of finality.













IN THE MINISTRY


As you conclude the discussion, repeat the main point you want your listener to remember. If a conversation ends abruptly, conclude the conversation on a positive note. Even if a person is rude, respond in a way that may motivate him to listen next time.







^ (Eccl. 12:13, 14) The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole obligation of man. 14 For the true God will judge every deed, including every hidden thing, as to whether it is good or bad.









^ ***sjj song 12 Great God, Jehovah***


SONG 12

Great God, Jehovah


(Exodus 34:6, 7)


	1. Great God, Jehovah, you are deserving,

Worthy of the highest praise,

Good and just in all your ways.

You have such power, deep love, and wisdom.

You are God to endless days.



	2. Father, we feel your tender compassion.

We are dust, and still you care;

Graciously you hear our prayer.

How you sustain us, teach us, and guide us!

Help from you is always there.



	3. Heaven and earth now sing of your glory.

Joyfully with voices raised,

We exalt you all our days.

Great God, Jehovah, you are deserving.

Please accept our heartfelt praise.







(See also Deut. 32:4; Prov. 16:12; Matt. 6:10; Rev. 4:11.)





^ (Ex. 34:6, 7) Jehovah was passing before him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and compassionate,* slow to anger and abundant in loyal love* and truth,* 7 showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, bringing punishment for the error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.”

Or “gracious.”
Or “loving-kindness.”
Or “faithfulness.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Prov. 16:12) Wicked practices are detestable to kings, For the throne is firmly established by righteousness.



^ (Matt. 6:10) Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Rev. 4:11) “You are worthy, Jehovah* our God, to receive the glory and the honor and the power, because you created all things, and because of your will they came into existence and were created.”

See App. A5.








^ ***bt pp. 95-98 “Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah”***


 7. (a) The good news produces what effects? (b) If your family is divided because of your obedience to the good news, what should you remember?

7 However, not all in Iconium were happy to hear what Paul and Barnabas had to say. “Jews who did not believe,” continued Luke, “stirred up and wrongly influenced the people of the nations against the brothers.” Paul and Barnabas discerned the need to stay and defend the good news, and they “spent considerable time speaking with boldness.” As a result, “the multitude of the city was divided; some were for the Jews but others for the apostles.” (Acts 14:2-4) Today, the good news produces similar effects. For some it is a force for unity; for others, a cause for division. (Matt. 10:34-36) If your family is divided because you are obedient to the good news, remember that opposition is often a reaction to unfounded rumor or outright slander. Your fine conduct could become the antidote to such poison and may eventually soften the hearts of those who oppose you.​—1 Pet. 2:12; 3:1, 2.

 8. Why did Paul and Barnabas leave Iconium, and what lesson do we learn from their example?

8 After some time, opposers in Iconium hatched a plot to stone Paul and Barnabas. When these two missionaries were informed of it, they chose to move to other witnessing territory. (Acts 14:5-7) Kingdom proclaimers use similar discretion today. When faced with verbal attacks, we speak with boldness. (Phil. 1:7; 1 Pet. 3:13-15) But when violence looms, we avoid doing something foolhardy that would unnecessarily endanger our lives or the lives of fellow believers.​—Prov. 22:3.

“Turn . . . to the Living God” (Acts 14:8-19)

9, 10. Where was Lystra located, and what do we know about its inhabitants?

9 Paul and Barnabas headed for Lystra, a Roman colony about 20 miles (30 km) to the southwest of Iconium. Lystra maintained strong ties with Pisidian Antioch but, unlike that city, did not have a prominent Jewish community. While the inhabitants likely spoke Greek, their mother tongue was Lycaonian. Possibly because the city contained no synagogue, Paul and Barnabas began preaching in a public area. While in Jerusalem, Peter had healed a man born disabled. In Lystra, Paul healed a man who was lame from birth. (Acts 14:8-10) Because of the miracle Peter had performed, a great crowd had become believers. (Acts 3:1-10) The miracle Paul performed led to a drastically different outcome.

10 As described at the outset of this chapter, when the lame man leaped to his feet, the pagan crowd in Lystra immediately drew the wrong conclusion. They referred to Barnabas as Zeus, the chief of the gods, and to Paul as Hermes, the son of Zeus and spokesman for the gods. (See the box “Lystra and the Cult of Zeus and Hermes.”) Barnabas and Paul, however, were determined to make the crowd understand that they spoke and acted not by the authority of pagan gods but by the authority of Jehovah, the one true God.​—Acts 14:11-14.

LYSTRA AND THE CULT OF ZEUS AND HERMES


Lystra was located in a secluded valley off the main highways. Caesar Augustus designated the city a Roman colony, naming it Julia Felix Gemina Lustra. Its garrison was to defend the province of Galatia from local mountain tribes. The city was thus administered according to traditional Roman civic organization, with its officials bearing Latin titles. Even so, Lystra retained much of its local character. It remained more Lycaonian than Roman, and indeed, the Lystran protagonists in the Acts account spoke the Lycaonian language.

Among the archaeological finds in the vicinity of ancient Lystra are inscriptions referring to “priests of Zeus” and a statue of the god Hermes. An altar dedicated to Zeus and Hermes has also been discovered in that area.

A legend recorded by the Roman poet Ovid (43 B.C.E. to 17 C.E.) provides further background for the Acts account. According to Ovid, Jupiter and Mercury, the Roman counterparts of the Greek gods Zeus and Hermes, visited the hill country of Phrygia disguised as mortal men. They sought hospitality in a thousand homes, but everyone turned them away. Only an elderly couple, named Philemon and Baucis, welcomed them into their humble cottage. As a result, Zeus and Hermes transformed that home into a temple of marble and gold, made the elderly couple its priest and priestess, and destroyed the homes of those who had refused them lodging. “If the people of Lystra remembered such a legend when they saw Paul and Barnabas heal the lame man,” says The Book of Acts in Its Graeco-Roman Setting, “it is not surprising that they would want to welcome them with sacrifices.”





11-13. (a) What did Paul and Barnabas say to the inhabitants of Lystra? (b) What is one lesson that we can learn from the statements made by Paul and Barnabas?

11 Despite the dramatic circumstances, Paul and Barnabas still sought to reach the hearts of their audience in the best way. With this incident, Luke recorded an effective way to preach the good news to pagans. Note how Paul and Barnabas appealed to their listeners: “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are humans having the same infirmities as you have. And we are declaring the good news to you, for you to turn from these vain things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them. In past generations he permitted all the nations to go on in their ways, although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.”​—Acts 14:15-17.

12 What lessons can we learn from these thought-provoking words? First, Paul and Barnabas did not consider themselves superior to their audience. They did not pretend to be something that they were not. Instead, they humbly admitted to having the same weaknesses as their pagan listeners. True, Paul and Barnabas had received the holy spirit and had been freed from false teachings. They had also been blessed with the hope of ruling with Christ. But they realized that the inhabitants of Lystra could receive these very same gifts by obeying Christ.

13 What is our attitude toward those to whom we preach? Do we view them as our equals? As we help others learn truths from God’s Word, do we, like Paul and Barnabas, avoid seeking adulation? Charles Taze Russell, an outstanding teacher who took the lead in the preaching work in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, set an example in this regard. He wrote: “We want no homage, no reverence, for ourselves or our writings; nor do we wish to be called Reverend or Rabbi.” Brother Russell’s humble attitude reflected that of Paul and Barnabas. Likewise, our purpose in preaching is not to bring glory to ourselves but to help people to turn to “the living God.”





^  (Acts 14:2-4) But the Jews who did not believe stirred up and wrongly influenced the people of the nations against the brothers. 3 So they spent considerable time speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah, who bore witness to the word of his undeserved kindness by allowing signs and wonders to be performed through them. 4 However, the multitude of the city was divided; some were for the Jews but others for the apostles.



^  (Matt. 10:34-36) Do not think I came to bring peace to the earth; I came to bring, not peace, but a sword. 35 For I came to cause division, with a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 Indeed, a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.



^  (1 Pet. 2:12) Maintain your conduct fine among the nations, so that when they accuse you of being wrongdoers, they may be eyewitnesses of your fine works and, as a result, glorify God in the day of his inspection.



^  (1 Pet. 3:1, 2) In the same way, you wives, be in subjection to your husbands, so that if any are not obedient to the word, they may be won without a word through the conduct of their wives, 2 because of having been eyewitnesses of your chaste conduct together with deep respect.



^  (Acts 14:5-7) When both the people of the nations and the Jews with their rulers made an attempt to treat them insolently and stone them, 6 they were informed of it, and they fled to the cities of Lyc·a·oʹni·a, Lysʹtra and Derʹbe, and to the surrounding country. 7 There they went on declaring the good news.



^  (Phil. 1:7) It is only right for me to think this regarding all of you, since I have you in my heart, you who are sharers with me in the undeserved kindness both in my prison bonds and in the defending and legally establishing of the good news.



^  (1 Pet. 3:13-15) Indeed, who will harm you if you become zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are happy. However, do not fear what they fear,* nor be disturbed. 15 But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.

Or possibly, “do not fear their threats.”


^  (Prov. 22:3) The shrewd one sees the danger and conceals himself, But the inexperienced keep right on going and suffer the consequences.*

Or “penalty.”


^ (Acts 14:8-19) Now in Lysʹtra there was a man sitting down whose feet were crippled. He was lame from birth and had never walked. 9 This man was listening to Paul as he was speaking. Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well,* 10 said with a loud voice: “Stand up on your feet.” So the man leaped up and began walking. 11 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they cried out in the Lyc·a·oʹni·an language: “The gods have become like humans and have come down to us!” 12 And they started calling Barʹna·bas Zeus, but Paul Herʹmes, since he was taking the lead in speaking. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance of the city,* brought bulls and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifices with the crowds. 14 However, when the apostles Barʹna·bas and Paul heard of it, they ripped their garments and leaped out into the crowd and cried out: 15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are humans having the same infirmities as you have. And we are declaring the good news to you, for you to turn from these vain things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them. 16 In past generations he permitted all the nations to go on in their ways, 17 although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.” 18 And yet despite saying these things, they barely restrained the crowds from sacrificing to them. 19 But Jews arrived from Antioch and I·coʹni·um and persuaded the crowds, and they stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, imagining that he was dead.

Or “to be saved.”
Or “whose temple was located just outside the city.” Lit., “the (one) being before the city.”


^  (Acts 14:8-10) Now in Lysʹtra there was a man sitting down whose feet were crippled. He was lame from birth and had never walked. 9 This man was listening to Paul as he was speaking. Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well,* 10 said with a loud voice: “Stand up on your feet.” So the man leaped up and began walking.

Or “to be saved.”


^  (Acts 3:1-10) Now Peter and John were going up into the temple for the hour of prayer, the ninth hour, 2 and a man who was lame from birth was being carried. Every day they would put him near the temple door that was called Beautiful, so he could ask for gifts of mercy from those entering the temple. 3 When he caught sight of Peter and John about to go into the temple, he began asking for gifts of mercy. 4 But Peter, together with John, looked straight at him and said: “Look at us.” 5 So he fixed his attention on them, expecting to get something from them. 6 However, Peter said: “Silver and gold I do not possess, but what I do have is what I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ the Naz·a·reneʹ, walk!” 7 With that he took hold of him by the right hand and raised him up. Instantly his feet and his ankles were made firm; 8 and leaping to his feet, he began walking and went with them into the temple, walking and leaping and praising God. 9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God. 10 And they began to recognize him, that this was the man who used to sit waiting for gifts of mercy at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they were completely astonished and ecstatic about what had happened to him.



^  (Acts 14:11-14) When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they cried out in the Lyc·a·oʹni·an language: “The gods have become like humans and have come down to us!” 12 And they started calling Barʹna·bas Zeus, but Paul Herʹmes, since he was taking the lead in speaking. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance of the city,* brought bulls and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifices with the crowds. 14 However, when the apostles Barʹna·bas and Paul heard of it, they ripped their garments and leaped out into the crowd and cried out:

Or “whose temple was located just outside the city.” Lit., “the (one) being before the city.”


^  (Acts 14:15-17) “Men, why are you doing these things? We too are humans having the same infirmities as you have. And we are declaring the good news to you, for you to turn from these vain things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all the things in them. 16 In past generations he permitted all the nations to go on in their ways, 17 although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.”









^ ***bt p. 97 “Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah”***

LYSTRA AND THE CULT OF ZEUS AND HERMES


Lystra was located in a secluded valley off the main highways. Caesar Augustus designated the city a Roman colony, naming it Julia Felix Gemina Lustra. Its garrison was to defend the province of Galatia from local mountain tribes. The city was thus administered according to traditional Roman civic organization, with its officials bearing Latin titles. Even so, Lystra retained much of its local character. It remained more Lycaonian than Roman, and indeed, the Lystran protagonists in the Acts account spoke the Lycaonian language.

Among the archaeological finds in the vicinity of ancient Lystra are inscriptions referring to “priests of Zeus” and a statue of the god Hermes. An altar dedicated to Zeus and Hermes has also been discovered in that area.

A legend recorded by the Roman poet Ovid (43 B.C.E. to 17 C.E.) provides further background for the Acts account. According to Ovid, Jupiter and Mercury, the Roman counterparts of the Greek gods Zeus and Hermes, visited the hill country of Phrygia disguised as mortal men. They sought hospitality in a thousand homes, but everyone turned them away. Only an elderly couple, named Philemon and Baucis, welcomed them into their humble cottage. As a result, Zeus and Hermes transformed that home into a temple of marble and gold, made the elderly couple its priest and priestess, and destroyed the homes of those who had refused them lodging. “If the people of Lystra remembered such a legend when they saw Paul and Barnabas heal the lame man,” says The Book of Acts in Its Graeco-Roman Setting, “it is not surprising that they would want to welcome them with sacrifices.”










^ ***sjj song 63 We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses!***


SONG 63

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses!


(Isaiah 43:10-12)


	1. Men make gods of wood and stone,

But the true God they’ve not known.

He is God Almighty,

As he’s often shown.

Other gods just cannot see

What in future days will be.

For witnesses they look all in vain,

Since none their godship can maintain.

(CHORUS)

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.

We speak out in fearlessness.

Ours is the God of true prophecy;

What he foretells comes to be.





	2. Proudly we declare God’s name,

Bearing witness to his fame.

News about his Kingdom,

Boldly we proclaim.

We help others come to see

How the truth can set them free.

As they grow strong, their voices they’ll raise,

Singing to God this song of praise.

(CHORUS)

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.

We speak out in fearlessness.

Ours is the God of true prophecy;

What he foretells comes to be.





	3. Witnessing exalts God’s name,

Lifts therefrom reproach and shame.

And it warns the wicked,

Who God’s name defame.

Pardon it holds out to men,

If they turn to God again.

Whole-souled devotion brings joy and peace;

Promise of life that will not cease.

(CHORUS)

We’re Jehovah’s Witnesses.

We speak out in fearlessness.

Ours is the God of true prophecy;

What he foretells comes to be.









(See also Isa. 37:19; 55:11; Ezek. 3:19.)





^ (Isa. 43:10-12) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none. 11 I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.” 12 “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.

Or “and trust me.”


^ (Isa. 37:19) And they have thrown their gods into the fire, because they were not gods but the work of human hands, wood and stone. That is why they could destroy them.



^ (Isa. 55:11) So my word that goes out of my mouth will be.* It will not return to me without results, But it will certainly accomplish whatever is my delight,* And it will have sure success in what I send it to do.

Or “will prove to be.”
Or “my will.”


^ (Ezek. 3:19) But if you warn someone wicked and he does not turn back from his wickedness and from his wicked course, he will die for his error, but you will certainly save your own life.*

Or “soul.”














^ ***sjj song 108 God’s Loyal Love***


SONG 108

God’s Loyal Love


(Isaiah 55:1-3)


	1. Loyal love! God is love.

We can sense his care from above.

God by means of his precious Son

Paid the ransom for ev’ryone,

Giving hope that we might possess

Life eternal and happiness.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	2. Loyal love! God is love.

All his works give proof of his love.

Love Jehovah has further shown,

Giving Jesus the kingly throne.

God’s own purpose has come to pass.

See! His Kingdom is here at last!

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.





	3. Loyal love! God is love.

May his spirit move us to love.

As we loyally help the meek,

God’s commandments they learn to keep.

We are serving with godly fear,

Preaching boldly for all to hear.

(CHORUS)

Hey there, all you thirsty ones,

Come and drink life’s water free.

Yes, come drink, you thirsty ones;

God’s loyal love you’ll see.









(See also Ps. 33:5; 57:10; Eph. 1:7.)





^ (Isa. 55:1-3) Come, all you thirsty ones, come to the water! You with no money, come, buy and eat! Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  2 Why do you keep paying out money for what is not bread, And why spend your earnings* for what brings no satisfaction? Listen intently to me, and eat what is good, And you* will find great delight in what is truly rich.*  3 Incline your ear and come to me. Listen, and you* will keep alive, And I will readily make with you an everlasting covenant In harmony with the expressions of loyal love to David, which are faithful.*

Or “hard-earned money.”
Or “your soul.”
Lit., “in fatness.”
Or “your soul.”
Or “trustworthy; reliable.”


^ (Ps. 33:5) He loves righteousness and justice. The earth is filled with Jehovah’s loyal love.



^ (Ps. 57:10) For your loyal love is great, as high as the heavens, And your faithfulness, up to the skies.



^ (Eph. 1:7) By means of him we have the release by ransom through the blood of that one, yes, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his undeserved kindness.









^ ***w01 10/15 pp. 15-16 Who Will Separate Us From God’s Love?***

17. (a) Why is having God’s love “better than life”? (b) How do we demonstrate that we treasure God’s loving-kindness?

17 How important is God’s love to you? Do you feel as did David, who wrote: “Because your loving-kindness is better than life, my own lips will commend you. Thus I shall bless you during my lifetime; in your name I shall raise my palms”? (Psalm 63:3, 4) Truly, is there anything that life in this world has to offer that is better than enjoying God’s love and loyal friendship? For example, is pursuing a lucrative secular career better than having the peace of mind and happiness that result from a close relationship with God? (Luke 12:15) Some Christians have been confronted with the choice of renouncing Jehovah or facing death. That happened to many of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Nazi concentration camps during World War II. With very few exceptions, our Christian brothers chose to remain in God’s love, being willing to face death if necessary. Those who loyally remain in his love can be confident of receiving from God an everlasting future, something that the world cannot give us. (Mark 8:34-36) But even more is involved than everlasting life.

18. Why is everlasting life so desirable?

18 Though it is not possible to live forever without Jehovah, try to imagine what an extremely long life would be like without our Creator. It would be empty, without true purpose. Jehovah has given his people satisfying work to do in these last days. So we can trust that when Jehovah, the Great Purposer, provides everlasting life, it will be filled with fascinating, worthwhile things for us to learn and to do. (Ecclesiastes 3:11) Explore as we will in the millenniums ahead, we will never completely fathom “the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge.”​—Romans 11:33.



^  (Ps. 63:3, 4) Because your loyal love is better than life, My own lips will glorify you.  4 Thus I will praise you all my life; In your name I will lift up my hands.



^  (Luke 12:15) Then he said to them: “Keep your eyes open and guard against every sort of greed, because even when a person has an abundance, his life does not result from the things he possesses.”



^  (Mark 8:34-36) He now called the crowd to him with his disciples and said to them: “If anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his torture stake and keep following me. 35 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and for the sake of the good news will save it. 36 Really, what good will it do a man to gain the whole world and to lose his life?



^  (Eccl. 3:11) He has made everything beautiful* in its time. He has even put eternity in their heart; yet mankind will never find out the work that the true God has made from start to finish.

Or “well-arranged; proper; appropriate.”


^  (Rom. 11:33) O the depth of God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments are and beyond tracing out his ways are!









^ ***w19 December p. 28 “Give Thanks for Everything”***


It is especially appropriate to be grateful to God. No doubt, you have at times thought about the many spiritual and physical gifts he has provided and continues to provide. (Deut. 8:17, 18; Acts 14:17) But rather than give God’s goodness just a brief thought, why not take some time to ponder the many blessings that God has poured out on you and your loved ones. Meditating on your Creator’s generosity will intensify your appreciation for him and reinforce your sense of how much he loves and appreciates you.​—1 John 4:9.





^ (Deut. 8:17, 18) If you should say in your heart, ‘My own power and the strength of my own hand have produced this wealth for me,’ 18 remember that it is Jehovah your God who gives power to you to make wealth, in order to carry out his covenant that he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.



^ (Acts 14:17) although he did not leave himself without witness in that he did good, giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying you with food and filling your hearts with gladness.”



^ (1 John 4:9) By this the love of God was revealed in our case, that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we might gain life through him.









^ ***w15 10/15 p. 24 Keep Meditating on Spiritual Things***


 7. When is the best time to meditate on God’s Word? (See opening image.)

7 While reading may be done with little effort, meditation requires concentration. That is why the imperfect human brain is inclined to switch to easier, less demanding tasks. Thus, the best time to meditate is when you are rested and in a stress-free environment with few distractions. The psalmist found that a good time to meditate was while he was awake in bed during the night. (Ps. 63:6) Jesus, who had perfect mental powers, knew the advantage of being in quiet places to meditate and pray.​—Luke 6:12.





^  (Ps. 63:6) I remember you while upon my bed; I meditate on you during the watches of the night.



^  (Luke 6:12) On one of those days he went out to the mountain to pray, and he spent the whole night in prayer to God.









^ ***w09 7/15 p. 16 Imitate Jesus—Teach With Love***

 6. How do we speak about someone we love?

6 We enjoy talking about the things we love. When we speak about something dear to our heart, we become animated and our whole demeanor reflects enthusiasm and warmth. This is especially true when we talk about a person whom we love. Usually, we are eager to share with others what we know about that person. We praise, honor, and defend him. We do that because we want others to feel as attracted to that person and his qualities as we are.






^ ***w07 11/15 pp. 15-16 Are You Refreshing to Others?***

It is much easier to destroy a building than to put up a new one. That same principle of tearing down and building up applies to our speech. As imperfect humans, all of us have faults and shortcomings. King Solomon said: “There is no man righteous in the earth that keeps doing good and does not sin.” (Ecclesiastes 7:20) It does not take much to identify another person’s faults and tear him down with cutting remarks. (Psalm 64:2-4) On the other hand, keeping our speech positive requires skill.



^ (Eccl. 7:20) For there is no righteous man on earth who always does good and never sins.



^ (Ps. 64:2-4) Shield me from the secret plots of wicked men, From the crowd of wrongdoers.  3 They sharpen their tongue just like a sword; They aim their cruel words like arrows,  4 To shoot at the innocent from their hiding places; They shoot at him suddenly, without fear.









^ ***th p. 15 Warmth and Empathy***


STUDY 12

Warmth and Empathy



1 Thessalonians 2:7, 8

SUMMARY: Speak with genuine emotion, and show your listeners you care.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Think about your listeners. Prepare your heart by reminding yourself of the problems they face. Try to imagine how they feel.



	  Choose your words carefully. Seek to refresh, comfort, and invigorate your listeners. Avoid expressions that could needlessly offend them, and do not speak disparagingly of unbelievers or their sincerely held beliefs.



	  Show your interest. With a kind tone of voice and appropriate gestures, show your listeners that you really care. Be mindful of your facial expressions; smile often.

Do not force or exaggerate emotions. While reading, express the feelings indicated in the passage, but do not draw undue attention to yourself. Since emphasizing consonants can result in a cold, clipped delivery, draw out vowels to warm up the tone of your voice.















^ (1 Thess. 2:7, 8) On the contrary, we became gentle in your midst, as when a nursing mother tenderly cares for her own children. 8 So having tender affection for you, we were determined to impart to you, not only the good news of God but also our very selves, because you became so beloved to us.









^ ***lmd lesson 3 point 4***


4. Speak kindly and respectfully. When you feel compassion for the person and truly want to help him, it will come through in the way you speak. Choose your words and tone of voice carefully, and avoid saying things that could offend.








^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 4***


4. Be patient. Do not feel that you must introduce a Bible truth immediately. Wait for the right opportunity so that you can bring it up naturally. Sometimes, this may mean waiting until the next conversation you have with the person.








^ ***lmd lesson 1 point 5-point 5b***


5. Listen.

	               Don’t talk too much.



	               Encourage the other person to express himself. When appropriate, ask questions.














^ ***ijwfq article 51 Why Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Speak With People Who Have Previously Said “I’m Not Interested”?***


Why Do Jehovah’s Witnesses Speak With People Who Have Previously Said “I’m Not Interested”?



Jehovah’s Witnesses, motivated by love for God and love of neighbor, enjoy sharing the Bible’s message with all people, including those who have previously said “I’m not interested.” (Matthew 22:37-​39) Love for God moves us to obey his Son’s command “to give a thorough witness.” (Acts 10:42; 1 John 5:3) To do this, we bring God’s message more than once, just as God’s ancient prophets did. (Jeremiah 25:4) Because we love our neighbors, we try to share the lifesaving “good news of the Kingdom” with all, including those who at first were not interested in it.​—Matthew 24:14.

We often find interest when we return to homes where we found no interest before. Consider three reasons:

	  People move.



	  Others in the home show interest in our message.



	  People change. World events or personal circumstances cause some to become more “conscious of their spiritual need” and to take an interest in the Bible’s message. (Matthew 5:3) Even those who are opposed can have a change of heart, as did the apostle Paul.​—1 Timothy 1:​13.





Nevertheless, we do not force our message on anyone. (1 Peter 3:​15) We believe that each person must make his own decision in the matter of worship.​—Deuteronomy 30:19, 20.





^  (Matt. 22:37-39) He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’



^  (Acts 10:42) Also, he ordered us to preach to the people and to give a thorough witness that this is the one decreed by God to be judge of the living and the dead.



^  (1 John 5:3) For this is what the love of God means, that we observe his commandments; and yet his commandments are not burdensome,



^  (Jer. 25:4) And Jehovah sent all his servants the prophets to you, sending them again and again,* but you would not listen or incline your ear to hear.

Lit., “rising up early and sending.”


^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (Matt. 5:3) “Happy are those conscious of their spiritual need, since the Kingdom of the heavens belongs to them.



^  (1 Tim. 1:13) although formerly I was a blasphemer and a persecutor and an insolent man. Nevertheless, I was shown mercy because I acted in ignorance and with a lack of faith.



^  (1 Pet. 3:15) But sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to make a defense before everyone who demands of you a reason for the hope you have, but doing so with a mild temper and deep respect.



^  (Deut. 30:19, 20) I take the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you today that I have put life and death before you, the blessing and the curse; and you must choose life so that you may live, you and your descendants, 20 by loving Jehovah your God, by listening to his voice, and by sticking to him, for he is your life and by him you will endure a long time in the land that Jehovah swore to give to your forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”









^ ***lmd lesson 4 point 3***


3. Do not be condescending. Avoid giving the impression that you know everything and that the other person knows nothing. Speak with him in a respectful way.








^ ***sjj song 154 Unfailing Love***


SONG 154

Unfailing Love


(1 Corinthians 13:8)


	1. Look around us now;

See the love on each face—

Out there in the world, hard to find.

All these faithful friends

With the love they all show,

Glad to leave that old world behind.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love never fails; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love.





	2. Though sometimes it seems

Like the cares of this life

Weigh us down and feel hard to bear,

Giving brings us joy

When we share faith and hope,

Comforted by God’s loving care.

(PRE-CHORUS)

Love will remain; that’s promised.

It always will endure.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay.



(CHORUS)

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what Jehovah gives.

That’s what he is.

Love—unfailing love—

That’s what we need to live.

And the love here today,

In our heart may it stay—

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love,

Unfailing love.











^ (1 Cor. 13:8) Love never fails. But if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away with; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away with.









^ ***bt pp. 98-99 “Speaking With Boldness by the Authority of Jehovah”***


14-16. What second and third lessons can we learn from what Paul and Barnabas said to the inhabitants of Lystra?

14 Consider a second lesson we can learn from this speech. Paul and Barnabas were adaptable. Unlike the Jews and proselytes in Iconium, the inhabitants of Lystra had little or no knowledge of the Scriptures or of God’s dealings with the nation of Israel. Even so, those listening to Paul and Barnabas were part of an agricultural community. Lystra was blessed with a mild climate and fertile fields. Those people could see ample evidence of the Creator’s qualities as revealed in such things as fruitful seasons, and the missionaries used this common ground in their appeal to reason.​—Rom. 1:19, 20.

15 Can we likewise be adaptable? Although a farmer may plant the same type of seed in a number of his fields, he has to vary the methods he uses to prepare the soil. Some ground may already be soft and ready to accept the seed. Other soil may need more preparation. Similarly, the seed we plant is always the same​—the Kingdom message found in God’s Word. However, if we are like Paul and Barnabas, we will try to discern the circumstances and religious background of the people to whom we preach. Then we will allow this knowledge to influence the way we present the Kingdom message.​—Luke 8:11, 15.

16 We can learn a third lesson from the account involving Paul, Barnabas, and the inhabitants of Lystra. Despite our best efforts, the seed we plant is sometimes snatched away or falls on rocky soil. (Matt. 13:18-21) If that happens, do not despair. As Paul later reminded the disciples in Rome, “each of us [including each individual with whom we discuss God’s Word] will render an account for himself to God.”​—Rom. 14:12.

“They Entrusted Them to Jehovah” (Acts 14:20-28)

17. After leaving Derbe, where did Paul and Barnabas travel, and why?

17 After Paul was dragged outside Lystra and left for dead, the disciples surrounded him and he got up and found shelter in the city overnight. The next day, Paul and Barnabas began the 60-mile (100 km) journey to Derbe. We can only imagine the discomfort Paul felt during this arduous trip, having been pelted with stones just hours earlier. Still, he and Barnabas persevered, and when they arrived in Derbe, they made “quite a few disciples.” Then, rather than taking the shorter route back to their home base in Syrian Antioch, “they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and [Pisidian] Antioch.” For what purpose? To strengthen “the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith.” (Acts 14:20-22) What an example those two men set! They placed the interests of the congregation ahead of their own comfort. Traveling overseers and missionaries in modern times have imitated their example.

18. What is involved in the appointment of elders?

18 In addition to strengthening the disciples by their words and example, Paul and Barnabas appointed “elders for them in each congregation.” Although “sent out by the holy spirit” on this missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas still prayed and fasted when “they entrusted them [the elders] to Jehovah.” (Acts 13:1-4; 14:23) A similar pattern is followed today. Before recommendations for appointments are made, the local body of elders prayerfully reviews a brother’s Scriptural qualifications. (1 Tim. 3:1-10, 12, 13; Titus 1:5-9; Jas. 3:17, 18; 1 Pet. 5:2, 3) The length of time he has been a Christian is not the main determining factor. Instead, the brother’s speech, conduct, and reputation give evidence of the degree to which holy spirit operates in his life. His meeting the requirements for overseers as set out in the Scriptures determines whether he is qualified to serve as a shepherd of the flock. (Gal. 5:22, 23) The circuit overseer has the responsibility of making such appointments.​—Compare 1 Timothy 5:22.

19. Elders know that they have what accountability, and how do they imitate Paul and Barnabas?

19 Appointed elders know that they are accountable to God for the way that they treat the congregation. (Heb. 13:17) Like Paul and Barnabas, elders take the lead in the preaching work. They strengthen fellow disciples with their words. And they are willing to place the interests of the congregation ahead of their own comfort.​—Phil. 2:3, 4.

20. How do we benefit from reading reports about the faithful work of our brothers?

20 When Paul and Barnabas finally returned to their missionary base in Syrian Antioch, they related “the many things God had done by means of them, and that he had opened to the nations the door to faith.” (Acts 14:27) As we read about the faithful work of our Christian brothers and see how Jehovah blessed their efforts, we will be encouraged to keep on “speaking with boldness by the authority of Jehovah.”





^  (Rom. 1:19, 20) because what may be known about God is clearly evident among them, for God made it clear to them. 20 For his invisible qualities are clearly seen from the world’s creation onward, because they are perceived by the things made, even his eternal power and Godship, so that they are inexcusable.



^  (Luke 8:11) Now the illustration means this: The seed is the word of God.



^  (Luke 8:15) As for that on the fine soil, these are the ones who, after hearing the word with a fine and good heart, retain it and bear fruit with endurance.



^  (Matt. 13:18-21) “Now listen to the illustration of the man who sowed. 19 Where anyone hears the word of the Kingdom but does not get the sense of it, the wicked one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart; this is the one sown alongside the road. 20 As for the one sown on rocky ground, this is the one hearing the word and at once accepting it with joy. 21 Yet, he has no root in himself but continues for a time, and after tribulation or persecution has arisen on account of the word, he is at once stumbled.



^  (Rom. 14:12) So, then, each of us will render an account for himself to God.



^ (Acts 14:20-28) However, when the disciples surrounded him, he got up and entered the city. On the next day he left with Barʹna·bas for Derʹbe. 21 After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.” 23 Moreover, they appointed elders for them in each congregation, offering prayer with fasting, and they entrusted them to Jehovah, in whom they had become believers. 24 Then they went through Pi·sidʹi·a and came into Pam·phylʹi·a, 25 and after proclaiming the word in Perga, they went down to At·ta·liʹa. 26 From there they sailed off for Antioch, where they had been entrusted to the undeserved kindness of God for the work they had now completed. 27 When they had arrived and had gathered the congregation together, they related the many things God had done by means of them, and that he had opened to the nations the door to faith. 28 So they spent considerable time with the disciples.



^  (Acts 14:20-22) However, when the disciples surrounded him, he got up and entered the city. On the next day he left with Barʹna·bas for Derʹbe. 21 After declaring the good news to that city and making quite a few disciples, they returned to Lysʹtra, I·coʹni·um, and Antioch. 22 There they strengthened the disciples, encouraging them to remain in the faith and saying: “We must enter into the Kingdom of God through many tribulations.”



^  (Acts 13:1-4) Now in Antioch there were prophets and teachers in the local congregation: Barʹna·bas, Symʹe·on who was called Niʹger, Lucius of Cy·reʹne, Manʹa·en who was educated with Herod the district ruler, and Saul. 2 As they were ministering to Jehovah and fasting, the holy spirit said: “Set aside for me Barʹna·bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying, they laid their hands on them and sent them off. 4 So these men, sent out by the holy spirit, went down to Se·leuʹcia, and from there they sailed away to Cyʹprus.



^  (Acts 14:23) Moreover, they appointed elders for them in each congregation, offering prayer with fasting, and they entrusted them to Jehovah, in whom they had become believers.



^  (1 Tim. 3:1-10) This statement is trustworthy: If a man is reaching out to be an overseer, he is desirous of a fine work. 2 The overseer should therefore be irreprehensible, a husband of one wife, moderate in habits, sound in mind, orderly, hospitable, qualified to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent, but reasonable, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money, 4 a man presiding over his own household in a fine manner, having his children in subjection with all seriousness 5 (for if any man does not know how to preside over* his own household, how will he care for the congregation of God?), 6 not a newly converted man, for fear that he might get puffed up with pride and fall into the judgment passed on the Devil. 7 Moreover, he should also have a fine testimony* from outsiders so that he does not fall into reproach* and a snare of the Devil. 8 Ministerial servants should likewise be serious, not double-tongued, not indulging in a lot of wine, not greedy of dishonest gain, 9 holding the sacred secret of the faith with a clean conscience. 10 Also, let these be tested as to fitness* first; then let them serve as ministers, as they are free from accusation.

Or “manage.”
Or “a good reputation.”
Or “disgrace.”
Or “tested as to whether they qualify.”


^  (1 Tim. 3:12, 13) Let ministerial servants be husbands of one wife, presiding in a fine manner over their children and their own households. 13 For the men who minister in a fine manner are acquiring for themselves a fine standing and great freeness of speech in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.



^  (Titus 1:5-9) I left you in Crete so that you would correct the things that were defective and make appointments of elders in city after city, as I instructed you: 6 if there is any man free from accusation, a husband of one wife, having believing children who are not accused of debauchery or rebelliousness. 7 For as God’s steward, an overseer must be free from accusation, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not a drunkard, not violent, not greedy of dishonest gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of goodness, sound in mind, righteous, loyal, self-controlled, 9 holding firmly to the faithful word as respects his art of teaching, so that he may be able both to encourage by the teaching that is wholesome* and to reprove those who contradict.

Or “healthful; beneficial.”


^  (Jas. 3:17, 18) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical. 18 Moreover, the fruit of righteousness is sown in peaceful conditions for* those who are making peace.

Or possibly, “by.”


^  (1 Pet. 5:2, 3) Shepherd the flock of God under your care, serving as overseers,* not under compulsion, but willingly before God; not for love of dishonest gain, but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those who are God’s inheritance, but becoming examples to the flock.

Or “carefully watching over it.”


^  (Gal. 5:22, 23) On the other hand, the fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, 23 mildness, self-control. Against such things there is no law.



^  (1 Tim. 5:22) Never lay your hands hastily on any man; neither become a sharer in the sins of others; keep yourself chaste.



^  (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”


^  (Phil. 2:3, 4) Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you, 4 as you look out not only for your own interests, but also for the interests of others.



^  (Acts 14:27) When they had arrived and had gathered the congregation together, they related the many things God had done by means of them, and that he had opened to the nations the door to faith.









^ ***sjj song 79 Teach Them to Stand Firm***


SONG 79

Teach Them to Stand Firm


(Matthew 28:19, 20)


	1. What a joy to teach Jehovah’s sheep

And to see how they have grown.

We have seen how he has guided them

As they’ve made the truth their own.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	2. Ev’ry day we said a prayer for them,

As their faith was under test.

We made time to teach and care for them;

They’ve grown strong, and they’ve been blessed.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.





	3. May they all maintain their confidence,

Trust in God and in his Son.

Through endurance and obedience,

May their race for life be won.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, may you hear our prayer

And keep them in your watchful care.

In Jesus’ name, for them we plead: May they succeed;

May ev’ry one of them stand firm.









(See also Luke 6:48; Acts 5:42; Phil. 4:1.)





^ (Matt. 28:19, 20) Go, therefore, and make disciples of people of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the holy spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^ (Luke 6:48) He is like a man who in building a house dug and went down deep and laid a foundation on the rock. Consequently, when a flood came, the river dashed against that house but was not strong enough to shake it, for it was well-built.



^ (Acts 5:42) And every day in the temple and from house to house they continued without letup teaching and declaring the good news about the Christ, Jesus.



^ (Phil. 4:1) Consequently, my brothers whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in this way in the Lord, my beloved ones.















^ ***sjj song 7 Jehovah, Our Strength***


SONG 7

Jehovah, Our Strength


(Isaiah 12:2)


	1. Gracious Jehovah, our strength and our might,

You are our Savior, in you we delight.

We are your Witnesses bearing your news,

Whether men hear or they proudly refuse.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	2. We who now serve you rejoice in your light;

Eyes that are opened now see truth and right.

Searching the Scriptures, we hear your command;

Making our choice, for your Kingdom we stand.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.





	3. Gladly, O God, we keep doing your will.

Though Satan mocks us, we’re trusting you still.

Though he may slay us, oh, help us to be

Firm to the end for your grand Sov’reignty.

(CHORUS)

Jehovah, our Rock, Our strength and our might,

Your name we make known Both day and night.

Glorious Jehovah, Almighty in pow’r,

You are our hiding place; You are our Tow’r.









(See also 2 Sam. 22:3; Ps. 18:2; Isa. 43:12.)





^ (Isa. 12:2) Look! God is my salvation. I will trust and feel no dread; For Jah* Jehovah is my strength and my might, And he has become my salvation.”

“Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.


^ (2 Sam. 22:3) My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge* And my place to flee, my savior; you who save me from violence.

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Ps. 18:2) Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and the One who rescues me. My God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, My shield and my horn* of salvation,* my secure refuge.*

See Glossary.
Or “my powerful savior.”
Or “secure height.”


^ (Isa. 43:12) “I am the One who declared and saved and made known When there was no foreign god among you. So you are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “and I am God.









^ ***w23 May p. 12 How Jehovah Answers Our Prayers***


15. What helped one sister to realize that her prayers were being answered?

15 Our prayers are not usually answered in spectacular ways. But the answers we do receive are just what we need to remain loyal to our heavenly Father. So be on the lookout for Jehovah’s answers to your prayers. A sister named Yoko felt that Jehovah was not answering her prayers, but then she began to keep a record of what she asked Jehovah for. After some time had gone by, she looked back through her notebook and realized that Jehovah had answered most of her prayers, even some that she had forgotten about. From time to time, we need to pause and reflect on how Jehovah is answering our prayers.​—Ps. 66:19, 20.





^  (Ps. 66:19, 20) But God did hear; He paid attention to my prayer. 20 Praise to God, who did not reject my prayer Or withhold his loyal love from me.









^ ***w10 12/1 p. 23 Show Consideration for Single Parents***

Jehovah inspired the writing of sacred songs, or psalms, that the Israelites would sing during occasions for worship. Imagine the encouragement Israelite widows and fatherless boys received when singing the divinely inspired words that reminded them that Jehovah was “a father” and “a judge” for them and that he would provide them with relief. (Psalm 68:5; 146:9) We too can offer words of encouragement that can stay with a single parent for years to come. Although 20 years have passed, Ruth, a single parent, still fondly remembers the occasion when an experienced father told her: “You’re really doing a good job raising your two sons. Keep it up.” Ruth relates: “Hearing those words from him really had an impact on me.” Indeed, “kind words are good medicine” and can encourage a single parent more than we may ever know. (Proverbs 15:4, Contemporary English Version) Can you think of specific, genuine commendation that you can give to a single parent?



^ (Ps. 68:5) A father of the fatherless and a protector* of widows Is God in his holy dwelling.

Lit., “judge.”


^ (Ps. 146:9) Jehovah is protecting the foreign residents; He sustains the fatherless child and the widow, But he thwarts the plans of the wicked.*

Or “makes the way of the wicked crooked.”


^ (Prov. 15:4) A calm tongue* is a tree of life, But twisted speech causes despair.*

Or “A tongue of healing.”
Lit., “the crushing of the spirit.”








^ ***w09 4/1 p. 31 par. 1 The Father of Fatherless Boys***

“A FATHER of fatherless boys . . . is God in his holy dwelling.” (Psalm 68:5) Those inspired words convey a touching lesson about Jehovah God​—he is sensitive to the needs of disadvantaged ones. His concern for children who lose a parent in death was clearly evident in the Law he gave to Israel. Let us examine the Bible’s first reference to the “fatherless boy,”* found at Exodus 22:22-24.



^  (Ps. 68:5) A father of the fatherless and a protector* of widows Is God in his holy dwelling.

Lit., “judge.”


^  (Ex. 22:22-24) “You must not afflict any widow or fatherless child.* 23 If you afflict him at all, so that he cries out to me, I will unfailingly hear his outcry; 24 and my anger will blaze, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives will become widows, and your children will be fatherless.

Or “orphan.”






^  The expression “fatherless boy” appears some 40 times in the Bible. Although the Hebrew word thus rendered is in the masculine gender, we should not think that the principles underlying such statements excluded girls who lost a father. The Mosaic Law upheld the rights of fatherless girls as well.​—Numbers 27:1-8.






^ (Num. 27:1-8) Then the daughters of Ze·loʹphe·had, the son of Heʹpher, the son of Gilʹe·ad, the son of Maʹchir, the son of Ma·nasʹseh, of the families of Ma·nasʹseh the son of Joseph, approached. The names of his daughters were Mahʹlah, Noah, Hogʹlah, Milʹcah, and Tirʹzah. 2 They stood before Moses, El·e·aʹzar the priest, the chieftains, and all the assembly at the entrance of the tent of meeting and said: 3 “Our father died in the wilderness, but he was not among the group who banded together against Jehovah, the supporters of Korʹah, but he died for his own sin and he did not have any sons. 4 Why should the name of our father be lost from his family because he had no son? Give us a possession among our father’s brothers.” 5 So Moses presented their case before Jehovah. 6 Jehovah then said this to Moses: 7 “The daughters of Ze·loʹphe·had are correct. You should by all means give them the possession as an inheritance among their father’s brothers and transfer their father’s inheritance to them. 8 And tell the Israelites, ‘If a man dies without having a son, you must then cause his inheritance to pass to his daughter.









^ ***w23 January p. 19 Jehovah Is Helping You to Succeed***


17-18. What will help us to recognize and appreciate Jehovah’s support during times of trial? (Psalm 40:5)

17 Read Psalm 40:5. A mountain climber’s goal is to reach the summit. However, there are numerous points along the route where he can stop and take in the view. In a similar way, regularly take time to stop and think about how Jehovah is making you successful even while you are enduring a hardship. At the end of each day, ask yourself: ‘In what way did I see Jehovah’s blessing today? Although the trial is still running its course, how is Jehovah helping me to endure?’ See if you can identify at least one blessing from Jehovah that has made you successful.





^ (Ps. 40:5) How many things you have done, O Jehovah my God, Your wonderful works and your thoughts toward us. None can compare to you; If I were to try to tell and speak of them, They would be too numerous to recount!



^  (Ps. 40:5) How many things you have done, O Jehovah my God, Your wonderful works and your thoughts toward us. None can compare to you; If I were to try to tell and speak of them, They would be too numerous to recount!









^ ***w06 6/1 p. 10 par. 5 Highlights From Book Two of Psalms***

68:18​—Who were the “gifts in the form of men”? These were men from among those taken captive during the conquest of the Promised Land. Such men were later assigned to assist the Levites in their work.​—Ezra 8:20.



^  (Ps. 68:18) You ascended on high; You carried away captives; You took gifts in the form of men, Yes, even stubborn ones, to reside among them, O Jah God.



^  (Ezra 8:20) And there were 220 of the temple servants,* whom David and the princes gave to the service of the Levites, all of whom had been designated by name.

Or “the Nethinim.” Lit., “the given ones.”








^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 3***


3. Choose appealing words. For example, when speaking with someone from a non-Christian background, you may need to adjust the way you introduce the Bible or how you refer to Jesus.








^ ***lmd lesson 9 point 3***


3. Listen carefully. Allow the person to express himself. Do not interrupt him or quickly dismiss his feelings, concerns, or objections. By paying attention, you show him that you care about what he thinks.








^ ***lff lesson 15***



Jesus is one of the most famous people in history. Yet, other than his name, many people do not know much about him, and many have different ideas about who Jesus really is. What does the Bible say about him?

1. Who is Jesus?

Jesus is a powerful spirit who lives in heaven. He was created by Jehovah God before everything else. For that reason, he is called “the firstborn of all creation.” (Colossians 1:15) The Bible refers to Jesus as God’s “only-begotten Son” because Jesus alone was directly created by Jehovah. (John 3:16) Jesus worked closely with his Father, Jehovah, helping Him to create all other things. (Read Proverbs 8:30.) Jesus continues to enjoy a close relationship with Jehovah. He loyally serves as God’s spokesman, “the Word,” delivering His messages and instructions.​—John 1:14.

2. Why did Jesus come to earth?

About 2,000 years ago, Jehovah miraculously used his holy spirit to transfer Jesus’ life from heaven to the womb of a young virgin woman named Mary. In this way, Jesus was born as a human. (Read Luke 1:34, 35.) Jesus came to earth to be the promised Messiah, or Christ, and to save humankind.* All the Bible’s prophecies about the Messiah were fulfilled in him, enabling people to identify Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God.”​—Matthew 16:16.

3. Where is Jesus now?

After Jesus’ life as a human ended, he was resurrected as a spirit and he returned to heaven. There, “God exalted him to a superior position.” (Philippians 2:9) Now, Jesus has a position of great authority​—second only to Jehovah himself.







^ (Col. 1:15) He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (Prov. 8:30) Then I was beside him as a master worker. I was the one he was especially fond of day by day; I rejoiced before him all the time;



^ (John 1:14) So the Word became flesh and resided among us, and we had a view of his glory, a glory such as belongs to an only-begotten son from a father; and he was full of divine favor and truth.



^ (Luke 1:34, 35) But Mary said to the angel: “How is this to be, since I am not having sexual relations with a man?” 35 In answer the angel said to her: “Holy spirit will come upon you, and power of the Most High will overshadow you. And for that reason the one who is born will be called holy, God’s Son.



^ (Matt. 16:16) Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”



^ (Phil. 2:9) For this very reason, God exalted him to a superior position and kindly gave him the name that is above every other name,







^  Lessons 26 and 27 will consider why humankind needs to be saved and how Jesus saves us.









^ ***th p. 11 Illustrations That Teach***


STUDY 8

Illustrations That Teach



Matthew 13:34, 35

SUMMARY: Enhance your teaching with simple illustrations that appeal to your listeners and teach important points.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Choose simple illustrations. Like Jesus, use little things to explain big things, and easy things to explain difficult things. Do not add needless details that complicate the illustration. Make sure that the features of your illustration really apply to the lesson you are teaching so that your listeners are not distracted by mismatched elements.

Be observant. Look at the world around you, study Christian publications, and listen to skilled teachers. As you do so, take note of illustrations you can use to enhance your teaching. Save these illustrations in a file.








	  Keep your listeners in mind. Select illustrations that involve activities and interests of your listeners. Be careful that your illustrations will neither embarrass nor offend them.



	  Teach the main point. Focus on illustrating main points, not minor details. Ensure that your listener will remember not merely the illustration but also the point of instruction.










^ (Matt. 13:34, 35) All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds by illustrations. Indeed, without an illustration he would not speak to them, 35 in order to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet who said: “I will open my mouth with illustrations; I will proclaim things hidden since the founding.”









^ ***sjj song 102 “Assist Those Who Are Weak”***


SONG 102

“Assist Those Who Are Weak”


(Acts 20:35)


	1. Many are the weaknesses

That we all possess.

Still Jehovah cares for us,

Loves us nonetheless.

He is so merciful;

His love, so powerful.

May we show this kind of love,

Help those in distress.



	2. Some at times are weak in faith,

Strong though they appear.

By our reassuring words,

We can calm their fears.

Weak ones to God belong;

His spirit makes them strong.

May we feel their pain and cares,

Help them dry their tears.



	3. Rather than condemn the weak,

We should bear in mind

How much we can strengthen them

By our being kind.

May we be diligent,

Give them encouragement.

As we lend our kind support,

Comfort they will find.







(See also Isa. 35:3, 4; 2 Cor. 11:29; Gal. 6:2.)





^ (Acts 20:35) I have shown you in all things that by working hard in this way, you must assist those who are weak and must keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, when he himself said: ‘There is more happiness in giving than there is in receiving.’”



^ (Isa. 35:3, 4) Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the knees that are shaking.  4 Say to those who are anxious at heart: “Be strong. Do not be afraid. Look! Your own God will come with vengeance, God will come with retribution. He will come and save you.”



^ (2 Cor. 11:29) Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is stumbled, and I am not incensed?



^ (Gal. 6:2) Go on carrying the burdens of one another, and in this way you will fulfill the law of the Christ.









^ ***bt pp. 101-102 “After Quite a Bit of Dissension”***


1-3. (a) What developments threaten to divide the early Christian congregation? (b) How may we benefit from studying this account in the book of Acts?

ELATED, Paul and Barnabas have just returned to the Syrian city of Antioch from their first missionary tour. They are thrilled that Jehovah has “opened to the nations the door to faith.” (Acts 14:26, 27) Indeed, Antioch itself is abuzz with the good news and “a great number” of Gentiles are being added to the congregation here.​—Acts 11:20-26.

2 The exciting news about this influx soon reaches Judea. But instead of bringing joy to all, this development forces into prominence the ongoing debate about circumcision. What should be the relationship between Jewish and non-Jewish believers, and how should the latter view the Mosaic Law? The issue causes dissension that becomes so serious that it threatens to split the Christian congregation into factions. How will this matter be resolved?

3 As we consider this account in the book of Acts, we will learn many valuable lessons. These may help us to act wisely should potentially divisive issues arise in our day.

“Unless You Get Circumcised” (Acts 15:1)

 4. What wrong views were certain believers promoting, and what question does this raise?

4 The disciple Luke wrote: “Some men came down [to Antioch] from Judea and began to teach the brothers: ‘Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’” (Acts 15:1) Whether these “men . . . from Judea” had been Pharisees before converting to Christianity is not stated. At the very least, they appear to have been influenced by that Jewish sect’s legalistic thinking. Also, they may have wrongly claimed to speak for the apostles and elders in Jerusalem. (Acts 15:23, 24) Why, though, were Jewish believers still promoting circumcision some 13 years after the apostle Peter, as directed by God, had welcomed uncircumcised Gentiles into the Christian congregation?*​—Acts 10:24-29, 44-48.

5, 6. (a) Why may some Jewish Christians have wanted to cling to circumcision? (b) Was the covenant of circumcision part of the Abrahamic covenant? Explain. (See footnote.)

5 The reasons may have been many. For one thing, male circumcision had been instituted by Jehovah himself, and it was a sign of a special relationship with him. Predating the Law covenant but later becoming part of it, circumcision began with Abraham and his household.* (Lev. 12:2, 3) Under the Mosaic Law, even foreigners had to be circumcised before they could enjoy certain privileges, such as eating the Passover meal. (Ex. 12:43, 44, 48, 49) Indeed, in the Jewish mind, for a man to be uncircumcised was to be unclean, contemptible.​—Isa. 52:1.

6 Thus, it required faith and humility on the part of Jewish believers to adjust to revealed truth. The Law covenant had been replaced by the new covenant, so birth as a Jew no longer automatically made one a member of God’s people. And for Jewish Christians who lived in Jewish communities​—as did the believers in Judea—​it took courage to confess Christ and to accept as fellow believers Gentiles who had not been circumcised.​—Jer. 31:31-33; Luke 22:20.

 7. What truths had “men . . . from Judea” failed to grasp?

7 Of course, God’s standards had not changed. Reflecting this truth, the new covenant incorporated the spirit of the Mosaic Law. (Matt. 22:36-40) In regard to circumcision, for example, Paul later wrote: “He is a Jew who is one on the inside, and his circumcision is that of the heart by spirit, and not by a written code.” (Rom. 2:29; Deut. 10:16) The “men . . . from Judea” had not grasped these truths but asserted that God had never revoked the law of circumcision. Would they listen to reason?

THE TEACHINGS OF THE JUDAIZERS


Even after the first-century governing body settled the circumcision issue, certain individuals who claimed to be Christians stubbornly kept the question alive. The apostle Paul called them “false brothers” who wanted “to distort the good news about the Christ.”​—Gal. 1:7; 2:4; Titus 1:10.

The Judaizers’ objective was apparently to appease the Jews, to keep them from opposing Christianity so violently. (Gal. 6:12, 13) The Judaizers argued that righteousness was established by works of the Mosaic Law in such matters as diet, circumcision, and Jewish festivals.​—Col. 2:16.

Understandably, those who held to these views felt uncomfortable in the presence of Gentile believers. Sadly, such unwholesome feelings were even manifest among a number of reputable Christians of Jewish background. For example, when representatives from the Jerusalem congregation visited Antioch, they kept separate from their Gentile brothers. Even Peter, who until then had freely socialized with the Gentiles, withdrew​—not even eating with them. Yes, he went against the very principles he had earlier defended. As a result, Peter received strong counsel from Paul.​—Gal. 2:11-14.









^  (Acts 14:26, 27) From there they sailed off for Antioch, where they had been entrusted to the undeserved kindness of God for the work they had now completed. 27 When they had arrived and had gathered the congregation together, they related the many things God had done by means of them, and that he had opened to the nations the door to faith.



^  (Acts 11:20-26) However, some of the men among them from Cyʹprus and Cy·reʹne came to Antioch and began talking to the Greek-speaking people, declaring the good news of the Lord Jesus. 21 Furthermore, the hand of Jehovah was with them, and a great number became believers and turned to the Lord. 22 The report about them reached the ears of the congregation in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barʹna·bas as far as Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw the undeserved kindness of God, he rejoiced and began to encourage them all to continue in the Lord with heartfelt resolve; 24 for he was a good man and full of holy spirit and faith. And a considerable crowd was added to the Lord. 25 So he went to Tarsus to make a thorough search for Saul. 26 After he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year they assembled with them in the congregation and taught quite a crowd, and it was first in Antioch that the disciples were by divine providence called Christians.



^ (Acts 15:1) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”



^  (Acts 15:1) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”



^  (Acts 15:23, 24) They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions,



^  (Acts 10:24-29) The following day he entered into Caes·a·reʹa. Cornelius, of course, was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 As Peter entered, Cornelius met him, fell down at his feet, and did obeisance to him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying: “Rise; I too am just a man.” 27 As he conversed with him, he went in and found many people assembled. 28 He said to them: “You well know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or approach a man of another race, and yet God has shown me that I should call no man defiled or unclean. 29 So I came, really without objection, when I was sent for. Therefore, I ask you why you sent for me.”



^  (Acts 10:44-48) While Peter was still speaking about these matters, the holy spirit came upon all those hearing the word. 45 And the circumcised believers who had come with Peter were amazed, because the free gift of the holy spirit was being poured out also on people of the nations. 46 For they heard them speaking in foreign languages and magnifying God. Then Peter responded: 47 “Can anyone deny water to prevent these from being baptized who have received the holy spirit just as we have?” 48 With that he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they requested him to stay for some days.



^  (Lev. 12:2, 3) “Tell the Israelites, ‘If a woman becomes pregnant* and gives birth to a male, she will be unclean for seven days, just as she is in the days of the impurity when she is menstruating. 3 On the eighth day, the flesh of his foreskin will be circumcised.

Or “conceives seed.”


^  (Ex. 12:43, 44) Then Jehovah said to Moses and Aaron, “This is the statute of the Passover: No foreigner may eat of it. 44 But if someone has a slave man who was purchased with money, you should circumcise him. Only then may he share in eating it.



^  (Ex. 12:48, 49) If a foreigner resides with you and he wants to celebrate the Passover to Jehovah, every male of his must be circumcised. Then he may come near to celebrate it, and he will become like a native of the land. But no uncircumcised man may eat of it. 49 One law will apply for the native and for the foreigner who is residing among you.”



^  (Isa. 52:1) Awake! Awake! Clothe yourself with strength, O Zion! Put on your beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the holy city! For no more will the uncircumcised and unclean one enter into you.



^  (Jer. 31:31-33) “Look! The days are coming,” declares Jehovah, “when I will make with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah a new covenant. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their forefathers on the day I took hold of their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, ‘my covenant that they broke, although I was their true master,’* declares Jehovah.” 33 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares Jehovah. “I will put my law within them, and in their heart I will write it. And I will become their God, and they will become my people.”

Or possibly, “their husband.”


^  (Luke 22:20) Also, he did the same with the cup after they had the evening meal, saying: “This cup means the new covenant by virtue of my blood, which is to be poured out in your behalf.



^  (Matt. 22:36-40) “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37 He said to him: “‘You must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your whole soul and with your whole mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 The second, like it, is this: ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.”



^  (Rom. 2:29) But he is a Jew who is one on the inside, and his circumcision is that of the heart by spirit and not by a written code. That person’s praise comes from God, not from people.



^  (Deut. 10:16) You must now cleanse* your hearts and stop being so stubborn.*

Lit., “circumcise the foreskin of.”
Lit., “and do not harden your neck any longer.”


^ (Gal. 1:7) Not that there is another good news; but there are certain ones who are causing you trouble and wanting to distort the good news about the Christ.



^ (Gal. 2:4) But that matter came up because of the false brothers brought in quietly, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we enjoy in union with Christ Jesus, so that they might completely enslave us;



^ (Titus 1:10) For there are many rebellious men, profitless talkers, and deceivers, especially those who adhere to the circumcision.



^ (Gal. 6:12, 13) All those who want to make a good impression in the flesh are the ones who try to compel you to get circumcised, doing so only to avoid being persecuted for the torture stake of the Christ. 13 For even those who are getting circumcised do not keep the Law themselves, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may have cause for boasting about your flesh.



^ (Col. 2:16) Therefore, do not let anyone judge you about what you eat and drink or about the observance of a festival or of the new moon or of a sabbath.



^ (Gal. 2:11-14) However, when Ceʹphas came to Antioch, I resisted him face-to-face, because he was clearly in the wrong.* 12 For before certain men from James arrived, he used to eat with people of the nations; but when they arrived, he stopped doing this and separated himself, fearing those of the circumcised class. 13 The rest of the Jews also joined him in putting on this pretense, so that even Barʹna·bas was led along with them in their pretense. 14 But when I saw that they were not walking in step with the truth of the good news, I said to Ceʹphas before them all: “If you, though you are a Jew, live as the nations do and not as Jews do, how can you compel people of the nations to live according to Jewish practice?”

Or “he stood condemned.”






^  See the box “The Teachings of the Judaizers.”


^  The covenant of circumcision was not part of the Abrahamic covenant, which remains in force to this day. The Abrahamic covenant went into effect in 1943 B.C.E. when Abraham (then Abram) crossed the Euphrates on his way to Canaan. He was then 75 years of age. The covenant of circumcision was made later, in 1919 B.C.E., when Abraham was 99 years old.​—Gen. 12:1-8; 17:1, 9-14; Gal. 3:17.






^ (Gen. 12:1-8) And Jehovah said to Aʹbram: “Go out from your land and away from your relatives and from the house of your father to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and I will make your name great, and you will become a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who calls down evil on you, and all the families of the ground will certainly be blessed* by means of you.” 4 So Aʹbram went just as Jehovah had told him, and Lot went with him. Aʹbram was 75 years old when he left Haʹran. 5 Aʹbram took his wife Sarʹai and Lot the son of his brother and all the goods that they had accumulated and the people* whom they had acquired in Haʹran, and they set out for the land of Caʹnaan. When they reached the land of Caʹnaan, 6 Aʹbram traveled through the land as far as the site of Sheʹchem, near the big trees of Moʹreh. At that time the Caʹnaan·ites were in the land. 7 Jehovah then appeared to Aʹbram and said: “To your offspring* I am going to give this land.” So he built an altar there to Jehovah, who had appeared to him. 8 Later he moved from there to the mountainous region east of Bethʹel and pitched his tent with Bethʹel on the west and Aʹi on the east. There he built an altar to Jehovah and began to call on the name of Jehovah.

Or “will obtain a blessing for themselves.”
Or “souls.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Gen. 17:1) When Aʹbram was 99 years old, Jehovah appeared to Aʹbram and said to him: “I am God Almighty. Walk before me and prove yourself faultless.*

Or “blameless.”


^ (Gen. 17:9-14) God said further to Abraham: “As for you, you are to keep my covenant, you and your offspring* after you throughout their generations. 10 This is my covenant between me and you, that you and your offspring* after you will keep: Every male among you must get circumcised. 11 You must circumcise the flesh of your foreskins, and it will serve as a sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 Throughout your generations, every male among you eight days old must be circumcised, anyone who is born in the house and anyone who is not one of your offspring* and who was purchased with money from a foreigner. 13 Every man born in your house and every man purchased with your money must be circumcised, and my covenant in your flesh must serve as a lasting covenant. 14 If any uncircumcised male will not circumcise the flesh of his foreskin, that person* must be cut off* from his people. He has broken my covenant.”

Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “soul.”
Or “put to death.”


^ (Gal. 3:17) Further, I say this: The Law, which came into being 430 years later, does not invalidate the covenant previously made by God, so as to abolish the promise.









^ ***bt p. 100 “The Apostles and the Elders Gathered Together”***


SECTION 5 • ACTS 15:1-35

“The Apostles and the Elders Gathered Together”


ACTS 15:6


A heated issue arose that threatened the peace and unity of the congregations. To whom did the congregations look for direction and guidance to resolve the dispute? In this section, we will gain insight into the way the first-century congregation was organized, which sets a pattern for God’s people today.





^ (Acts 15:6) So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter.









^ ***bt p. 103 “After Quite a Bit of Dissension”***

THE TEACHINGS OF THE JUDAIZERS


Even after the first-century governing body settled the circumcision issue, certain individuals who claimed to be Christians stubbornly kept the question alive. The apostle Paul called them “false brothers” who wanted “to distort the good news about the Christ.”​—Gal. 1:7; 2:4; Titus 1:10.

The Judaizers’ objective was apparently to appease the Jews, to keep them from opposing Christianity so violently. (Gal. 6:12, 13) The Judaizers argued that righteousness was established by works of the Mosaic Law in such matters as diet, circumcision, and Jewish festivals.​—Col. 2:16.

Understandably, those who held to these views felt uncomfortable in the presence of Gentile believers. Sadly, such unwholesome feelings were even manifest among a number of reputable Christians of Jewish background. For example, when representatives from the Jerusalem congregation visited Antioch, they kept separate from their Gentile brothers. Even Peter, who until then had freely socialized with the Gentiles, withdrew​—not even eating with them. Yes, he went against the very principles he had earlier defended. As a result, Peter received strong counsel from Paul.​—Gal. 2:11-14.







^ (Gal. 1:7) Not that there is another good news; but there are certain ones who are causing you trouble and wanting to distort the good news about the Christ.



^ (Gal. 2:4) But that matter came up because of the false brothers brought in quietly, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we enjoy in union with Christ Jesus, so that they might completely enslave us;



^ (Titus 1:10) For there are many rebellious men, profitless talkers, and deceivers, especially those who adhere to the circumcision.



^ (Gal. 6:12, 13) All those who want to make a good impression in the flesh are the ones who try to compel you to get circumcised, doing so only to avoid being persecuted for the torture stake of the Christ. 13 For even those who are getting circumcised do not keep the Law themselves, but they want you to be circumcised so that they may have cause for boasting about your flesh.



^ (Col. 2:16) Therefore, do not let anyone judge you about what you eat and drink or about the observance of a festival or of the new moon or of a sabbath.



^ (Gal. 2:11-14) However, when Ceʹphas came to Antioch, I resisted him face-to-face, because he was clearly in the wrong.* 12 For before certain men from James arrived, he used to eat with people of the nations; but when they arrived, he stopped doing this and separated himself, fearing those of the circumcised class. 13 The rest of the Jews also joined him in putting on this pretense, so that even Barʹna·bas was led along with them in their pretense. 14 But when I saw that they were not walking in step with the truth of the good news, I said to Ceʹphas before them all: “If you, though you are a Jew, live as the nations do and not as Jews do, how can you compel people of the nations to live according to Jewish practice?”

Or “he stood condemned.”








^ ***sjj song 88 Make Me Know Your Ways***


SONG 88

Make Me Know Your Ways


(Psalm 25:4)


	1. We’re gathered together, Jehovah our God,

Accepting your warm invitation.

Your Word is a lamp that lights up our pathway,

The source of divine education.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.





	2. Unreachably high is your wisdom, O God;

Your judgments we find reassuring.

Your Word is a source of unending wonder;

Your sayings of truth are enduring.

(CHORUS)

Teach me your ways, and make me understand;

Incline my ear to hear your wise command.

Cause me to walk in ways of truth and right,

And make your law my principal delight.









(See also Ex. 33:13; Ps. 1:2; 119:27, 35, 73, 105.)





^ (Ps. 25:4) Make me know your ways, O Jehovah; Teach me your paths.



^ (Ex. 33:13) Please, if I have found favor in your eyes, make me know your ways, so that I may know you and continue to find favor in your eyes. Consider, too, that this nation is your people.”



^ (Ps. 1:2) But his delight is in the law of Jehovah, And he reads His law in an undertone* day and night.

Or “he meditates on His law.”


^ (Ps. 119:27) Make me understand the meaning* of your orders, So that I may ponder over* your wonderful works.

Lit., “way.”
Or “study.”


^ (Ps. 119:35) Guide me* in the pathway of your commandments, For in it I take delight.

Or “Make me walk.”


^ (Ps. 119:73) Your hands made me and formed me. Give me understanding, So that I may learn your commandments.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.















^ ***sjj song 13 Christ, Our Model***


SONG 13

Christ, Our Model


(1 Peter 2:21)


	1. What love Jehovah showed,

What goodness from him flowed,

When for all mankind he offered his Firstborn.

Christ took on human form—

The Son of man was born—

By his example, God’s name he adorned.



	2. Jehovah’s Word, he said,

Sustained his life like bread.

It gave him wisdom and knowledge and insight.

His Father’s willing slave,

A model Jesus gave;

To please his Father would bring him delight.



	3. Like Jesus, may our days

Provide Jehovah praise,

And may his footsteps become our own roadway.

Let Jesus’ model be

Our path eternally,

And then God’s favor we’ll know day by day.







(See also John 8:29; Eph. 5:2; Phil. 2:5-7.)





^ (1 Pet. 2:21) In fact, to this course you were called, because even Christ suffered for you, leaving a model for you to follow his steps closely.



^ (John 8:29) And the One who sent me is with me; he did not abandon me to myself, because I always do the things pleasing to him.”



^ (Eph. 5:2) and go on walking in love, just as the Christ also loved us and gave himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice, a sweet fragrance to God.



^ (Phil. 2:5-7) Keep this mental attitude in you that was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although he was existing in God’s form, did not even consider the idea of trying to be equal to God. 7 No, but he emptied himself and took a slave’s form and became human.*

Lit., “came to be in the likeness of humans.”








^ ***w11 8/15 p. 11 They Waited for the Messiah***

17. John made what application of Psalm 69:4?

17 The Messiah would be hated without cause. (Ps. 69:4) The apostle John quotes Jesus as saying: “If I had not done among [the people] the works that no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have both seen and hated me as well as my Father. But it is that the word written in their Law may be fulfilled, ‘They hated me without cause.’” (John 15:24, 25) Often the “Law” means the whole body of Scripture. (John 10:34; 12:34) The Gospel accounts prove that Jesus was hated, especially by the Jewish religious leaders. Moreover, Christ said: “The world has no reason to hate you, but it hates me, because I bear witness concerning it that its works are wicked.”​—John 7:7.



^ (Ps. 69:4) Those hating me without cause Are more numerous than the hairs of my head. Those who would do away with me, My treacherous enemies,* have become many. I was forced to hand over what I had not stolen.

Or “enemies for no reason.”


^  (Ps. 69:4) Those hating me without cause Are more numerous than the hairs of my head. Those who would do away with me, My treacherous enemies,* have become many. I was forced to hand over what I had not stolen.

Or “enemies for no reason.”


^  (John 15:24, 25) If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they would have no sin; but now they have both seen me and hated me as well as my Father. 25 But this happened in order to fulfill the word written in their Law: ‘They hated me without cause.’



^  (John 10:34) Jesus answered them: “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said: “You are gods”’?



^  (John 12:34) Then the crowd answered him: “We heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the Son of man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of man?”



^  (John 7:7) The world has no reason to hate you, but it hates me, because I bear witness about it that its works are wicked.









^ ***w10 12/15 pp. 8-9 Be Zealous for True Worship***

7, 8. How did the disciples react to Jesus’ cleansing of the temple, and why did Jesus act that way?

7 One event in Jesus’ life forcefully demonstrated what zeal he had. It was early in his ministry, in the Passover season of 30 C.E. Jesus and his disciples came to Jerusalem and saw in the temple “those selling cattle and sheep and doves and the money brokers in their seats.” What was Jesus’ response, and what impression did it make on his disciples?​—Read John 2:13-17.

8 What Jesus did and said on that occasion fittingly brought to the disciples’ mind the prophetic words of one psalm by David: “Sheer zeal for your house has eaten me up.” (Ps. 69:9) Why? Because what Jesus did involved a great deal of risk and danger. After all, the temple authorities​—the priests, the scribes, and others—​were behind the scandalous profit-making business taking place there. To expose and disrupt their scheme, Jesus was pitting himself against the religious establishment of the day. As the disciples correctly assessed the situation, ‘zeal for God’s house,’ or zeal for true worship, was clearly in evidence. What, though, is zeal? Is it different from urgency?



^  (John 2:13-17) Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 He found in the temple those selling cattle and sheep and doves, and the money brokers in their seats. 15 So after making a whip of ropes, he drove all those with the sheep and cattle out of the temple, and he poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 And he said to those selling the doves: “Take these things away from here! Stop making the house of my Father a house of commerce!” 17 His disciples recalled that it is written: “The zeal for your house will consume me.”



^  (Ps. 69:9) Zeal for your house has consumed me, And the reproaches of those reproaching you have fallen upon me.









^ ***g95 10/22 p. 31 Can You Die of a Broken Heart?***

Some say that a broken heart was a factor in the death of Jesus Christ, of whom it was prophesied: “Reproach itself has broken my heart, and the wound is incurable.” (Psalm 69:20) Are these words to be understood literally? Perhaps so, for the hours preceding Jesus’ death were agonizing​—not only physically but also emotionally. (Matthew 27:46; Luke 22:44; Hebrews 5:7) Furthermore, a broken heart may explain why “blood and water” flowed from a spear wound inflicted on Jesus just after his death. A rupture of the heart or a major blood vessel could discharge blood either into the chest cavity or into the pericardium​—a fluid-​containing membrane that loosely encases the heart. In either location a puncture could cause the flow of what would appear to be “blood and water.”​—John 19:34.



^ (Ps. 69:20) Reproach has broken my heart, and the wound is incurable.* I was hoping for sympathy, but there was none, And for comforters, but I found none.

Or “and I am to the point of despair.”


^ (Matt. 27:46) About the ninth hour, Jesus called out with a loud voice, saying: “Eʹli, Eʹli, laʹma sa·bach·thaʹni?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”



^ (Luke 22:44) But he was in such agony that he kept praying more earnestly; and his sweat became as drops of blood falling to the ground.



^ (Heb. 5:7) During his life on earth,* Christ offered up supplications and also petitions, with strong outcries and tears, to the One who was able to save him out of death, and he was favorably heard for his godly fear.

Lit., “In the days of his flesh.”


^ (John 19:34) But one of the soldiers jabbed his side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came out.









^ ***it-2 p. 650 Poisonous Plant***

Concerning the Messiah, it was foretold that he would be given “a poisonous plant” for food. (Ps 69:21) This occurred when Jesus Christ, before his impalement, was offered wine mixed with gall but, upon tasting it, refused the stupefying drink that was probably intended to alleviate his sufferings. In recording the fulfillment of this prophecy, Matthew (27:34) employed the Greek word kho·leʹ (gall), the same term found in the Greek Septuagint at Psalm 69:21. However, Mark’s Gospel account mentions myrrh (Mr 15:23), and this has given rise to the view that in this case the “poisonous plant” or “gall” was “myrrh.” Another possibility is that the drugged drink contained both gall and myrrh.



^ (Ps. 69:21) But for food they gave me poison,* And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

Or “a poisonous plant.”


^ (Matt. 27:34) they gave him wine mixed with gall to drink; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it.



^ (Ps. 69:21) But for food they gave me poison,* And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

Or “a poisonous plant.”


^ (Mark 15:23) Here they tried to give him wine drugged with myrrh, but he would not take it.









^ ***w99 1/15 p. 18 Lift Up Loyal Hands in Prayer***

11. How does Philippians 4:6, 7 apply to private and public prayer?

11 Many people pray only to ask for something, but our love for Jehovah God should move us to give him thanks and praise in both private and public prayer. “Do not be anxious over anything,” wrote Paul, “but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving let your petitions be made known to God; and the peace of God that excels all thought will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6, 7) Yes, in addition to supplications and petitions, we should express thankfulness to Jehovah for spiritual and material blessings. (Proverbs 10:22) The psalmist sang: “Offer thanksgiving as your sacrifice to God, and pay to the Most High your vows.” (Psalm 50:14) And a prayerful melody of David included these touching words: “I will praise the name of God with song, and I will magnify him with thanksgiving.” (Psalm 69:30) Should we not do the same in public and private prayer?



^ (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (Phil. 4:6, 7) Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.



^  (Prov. 10:22) It is the blessing of Jehovah that makes one rich, And He adds no pain* with it.

Or “sorrow; hardship.”


^  (Ps. 50:14) Offer thanksgiving as your sacrifice to God, And pay your vows to the Most High;



^  (Ps. 69:30) I will sing praises to the name of God, And I will magnify him with thanksgiving.









^ ***th p. 5 Conversational Manner***


STUDY 2

Conversational Manner



2 Corinthians 2:17

SUMMARY: Speak in a natural, sincere way that conveys how you feel about the topic and your listeners.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare prayerfully and carefully. Pray for help to concentrate, not on yourself, but on your message. Fix in your mind the main points you need to convey. Express thoughts in your own words; do not simply recite expressions word for word as they appear in print.

If you plan to read from the Bible or another publication, get to know the passage well so that your reading will be fluent. If people are quoted, read their words with feeling, without being overly dramatic.








	  Speak from the heart. Think about why your listeners need to hear the message. Focus on them. Then your posture, gestures, and facial expressions will convey warm sincerity and friendliness.

Do not confuse naturalness with casualness. Maintain the dignity of your message by using clear speech and proper grammar.








	  Look at your listeners. Maintain eye contact where it is not offensive to do so. When you give a discourse, look at one individual in the audience at a time, rather than looking at or scanning over the entire group.










^ (2 Cor. 2:17) We are, for we are not peddlers of the word of God as many men are, but we speak in all sincerity as sent from God, yes, in the sight of God and in company with Christ.









^ ***lmd lesson 8 points 1-2***




1. Watch the VIDEO, or read John 7:3-5 and 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4, 7. Then consider the following questions:

	               How did Jesus’ brothers initially respond to his message?



	               What shows that Jesus did not give up on his brother James?









What Do We Learn From Jesus?

2. We need to be patient because some people take longer than others to respond to the good news.







^ (John 7:3-5) So his brothers said to him: “Leave here and go into Ju·deʹa, so that your disciples may also see the works you are doing. 4 For no one does anything in secret when he seeks to be known publicly. If you are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 His brothers were, in fact, not exercising faith in him.



^ (1 Cor. 15:3, 4) For among the first things I handed on to you was what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 4 and that he was buried, yes, that he was raised up on the third day according to the Scriptures;



^ (1 Cor. 15:7) After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.









^ ***lmd lesson 8 point 3***


3. Try a different approach. If the person does not immediately agree to a Bible study, do not pressure him. When appropriate, use videos or articles to help him understand what happens on a Bible study and how he would benefit.

4. Do not compare. Each person is unique. If a family member or a return visit hesitates to study the Bible or to accept a Bible teaching, consider why that might be the case. Is he emotionally connected to a particular religious belief? Does he face pressure from relatives or neighbors? Allow time for him to think about what you have said and to appreciate what the Bible says.

5. Pray about the interested person. Ask Jehovah to help you remain positive and tactful. Pray for discernment to know when to stop calling on someone who shows little interest.​—1 Cor. 9:26.


SEE ALSO


Mark 4:26-28; 1 Cor. 3:5-9; 2 Pet. 3:9









^ (1 Cor. 9:26) Therefore, the way I am running is not aimlessly; the way I am aiming my blows is so as not to be striking the air;



^ (Mark 4:26-28) So he went on to say: “In this way the Kingdom of God is just as when a man casts seeds on the ground. 27 He sleeps at night and rises up by day, and the seeds sprout and grow tall—just how, he does not know. 28 On its own the ground bears fruit gradually, first the stalk, then the head, finally the full grain in the head.



^ (1 Cor. 3:5-9) What, then, is A·polʹlos? Yes, what is Paul? Ministers through whom you became believers, just as the Lord granted each one. 6 I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow. 8 Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one, but each person will receive his own reward according to his own work. 9 For we are God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field under cultivation, God’s building.



^ (2 Pet. 3:9) Jehovah* is not slow concerning his promise, as some people consider slowness, but he is patient with you because he does not desire anyone to be destroyed but desires all to attain to repentance.

See App. A5.








^ ***sjj song 134 Children Are a Trust From God***


SONG 134

Children Are a Trust From God


(Psalm 127:3-5)


	1. When a man becomes a father

And a woman has a child of her own,

They share a trust, they must remember,

That is not theirs, not theirs alone.

The gift they share is from Jehovah;

Of life and love he is the one true Source.

To parents he gives sure direction

That they may follow the wisest course.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.





	2. All the words God has commanded—

They must always prove to be on your heart.

These words you’ll speak to sons and daughters;

This is your trust, this is your part.

To them you’ll speak along your roadway,

When you rise up and when you are at rest.

In years to come, may they remember,

May they be faithful, may they be blessed.

(CHORUS)

A sacred trust you have been given;

A precious life is in your hands.

You can bestow the greatest favor;

Instruct your child in God’s commands.









(See also Deut. 6:6, 7; Eph. 6:4; 1 Tim. 4:16.)





^ (Ps. 127:3-5) Look! Sons* are an inheritance from Jehovah; The fruit of the womb is a reward.  4 Like arrows in the hand of a mighty man, So are the sons of one’s youth.  5 Happy is the man who fills his quiver with them. They will not be put to shame, For they will speak with enemies in the city gate.

Or “Children.”


^ (Deut. 6:6, 7) These words that I am commanding you today must be on your heart, 7 and you must inculcate them in* your sons and speak of them when you sit in your house and when you walk on the road and when you lie down and when you get up.

Or “repeat them to; impress them upon.”


^ (Eph. 6:4) And fathers, do not be irritating your children, but go on bringing them up in the discipline and admonition of Jehovah.



^ (1 Tim. 4:16) Pay constant attention to yourself and to your teaching. Persevere in these things, for by doing this you will save both yourself and those who listen to you.









^ ***bt pp. 102-105 “After Quite a Bit of Dissension”***


 8. Why was the issue of circumcision taken to the governing body in Jerusalem?

8 Luke continued: “After quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barnabas with them [the men who “came down from Judea”], it was arranged for Paul, Barnabas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue.”* (Acts 15:2) The “dissension and disputing” reflected strong feelings and firm convictions on both sides, and the congregation in Antioch could not resolve it. In the interests of peace and unity, the congregation wisely arranged to take the question to “the apostles and elders in Jerusalem,” who made up the governing body. What can we learn from the elders in Antioch?

9, 10. In what way did the brothers in Antioch as well as Paul and Barnabas set a fine example for us today?

9 One valuable lesson we learn is that we need to trust God’s organization. Consider: The brothers in Antioch knew that the governing body was made up entirely of Christians of Jewish background. Yet, they trusted that body to settle the question of circumcision in harmony with the Scriptures. Why? The congregation was confident that Jehovah would direct matters by means of his holy spirit and the Head of the Christian congregation, Jesus Christ. (Matt. 28:18, 20; Eph. 1:22, 23) When serious issues arise today, let us imitate the fine example of the believers in Antioch by trusting God’s organization and its Governing Body of anointed Christians.

10 We are also reminded of the value of humility and patience. Paul and Barnabas had been personally appointed by holy spirit to go to the nations, yet they did not invoke that authority to settle the issue of circumcision then and there in Antioch. (Acts 13:2, 3) Moreover, Paul later wrote: “I went up [to Jerusalem] as a result of a revelation”​—indicating divine direction in the matter. (Gal. 2:2) Elders today strive to have the same humble, patient attitude when potentially divisive questions arise. Instead of being contentious, they look to Jehovah by consulting the Scriptures and the instruction and guidance provided by the faithful slave.​—Phil. 2:2, 3.

11, 12. Why is it important to wait on Jehovah?

11 In some instances, we may have to wait for Jehovah to shed light on a certain matter. Remember that the brothers in Paul’s time had to wait until about 49 C.E.​—some 13 years from the time of Cornelius’ anointing in 36 C.E.​—before Jehovah brought the issue of whether Gentiles should be circumcised to a resolution. Why so long? Perhaps God wanted to allow sufficient time for sincere Jews to adjust to such a major change in viewpoint. After all, the termination of the 1,900-year-old covenant of circumcision made with their beloved forefather Abraham was no minor matter!​—John 16:12.

12 What a privilege it is to be instructed and molded by our patient and kind heavenly Father! The results are always good and always to our advantage. (Isa. 48:17, 18; 64:8) So let us never proudly push ahead with our own ideas or react negatively to organizational changes or to adjusted explanations of certain scriptures. (Eccl. 7:8) If you detect even a hint of such a tendency in yourself, why not meditate prayerfully on the timely principles found in Acts chapter 15?*

13. How can we reflect Jehovah’s patience in our ministry?

13 The need for patience may arise when we study the Bible with people who find it hard to abandon cherished false beliefs or unscriptural customs. In such cases, we may need to allow a reasonable amount of time for God’s spirit to work on the heart of the student. (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) Also, we do well to make the subject a matter of prayer. In one way or another and at the right time, God will help us to know the wise course to take.​—1 John 5:14.

‘JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES BUILD THEIR BELIEFS ON THE BIBLE’


As amply demonstrated in the case of the early Christian congregation, the history of true worship is a record of progressive spiritual enlightenment. (Prov. 4:18; Dan. 12:4, 9, 10; Acts 15:7-9) Today, too, Jehovah’s people adjust their beliefs to conform to revealed truth; they do not force the Scriptures to fit their views. Impartial observers have recognized this fact. In his book Truth in Translation, Jason David BeDuhn, associate professor of religious studies at Northern Arizona University in the United States, wrote that Jehovah’s Witnesses approach the Bible “with a kind of innocence, and [build] their system of belief and practice from the raw material of the Bible without predetermining what was to be found there.”





They Related Encouraging Experiences “in Detail” (Acts 15:3-5)

14, 15. How did the congregation in Antioch honor Paul, Barnabas, and the other travelers, and how did their presence prove to be a blessing to fellow believers?

14 Luke’s narrative continues: “After being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoenicia and Samaria, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers.” (Acts 15:3) That the congregation conducted Paul, Barnabas, and the other travelers partway was an act of Christian love that honored them, showing that the congregation wished them God’s blessing. Again, what a fine example the brothers in Antioch set for us! Do you show honor to your spiritual brothers and sisters, “especially those [elders] who work hard in speaking and teaching”?​—1 Tim. 5:17.

15 En route, the travelers proved to be a blessing to fellow Christians in Phoenicia and Samaria by sharing with them “in detail” experiences about the work in the Gentile field. The listeners possibly included Jewish believers who had fled to those regions after Stephen’s martyrdom. Likewise today, reports of Jehovah’s blessing on the disciple-making work are a source of encouragement to our brothers, especially those undergoing trials. Do you benefit fully from such reports by attending Christian meetings, assemblies, and conventions as well as by reading the experiences and life stories published in our literature either in print or on jw.org?

16. What shows that circumcision had become a major issue?

16 After traveling south some 350 miles (550 km), the delegation from Antioch finally reached their destination. Luke wrote: “On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them.” (Acts 15:4) In response, however, “some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: ‘It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.’” (Acts 15:5) Clearly, the question of the circumcision of non-Jewish Christians had become a major issue, and it had to be settled.





^  (Acts 15:2) But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue.



^  (Matt. 28:18) Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying: “All authority has been given me in heaven and on the earth.



^  (Matt. 28:20) teaching them to observe all the things I have commanded you. And look! I am with you all the days until the conclusion of the system of things.”



^  (Eph. 1:22, 23) He also subjected all things under his feet and made him head over all things with regard to the congregation, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills up all things in all.



^  (Acts 13:2, 3) As they were ministering to Jehovah and fasting, the holy spirit said: “Set aside for me Barʹna·bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying, they laid their hands on them and sent them off.



^  (Gal. 2:2) I went up as a result of a revelation, and I presented to them the good news that I am preaching among the nations. This was done privately, however, before the men who were highly regarded, to make sure that I was not running or had not run in vain.



^  (Phil. 2:2, 3) make my joy full by being of the same mind and having the same love, being completely united, having the one thought in mind. 3 Do nothing out of contentiousness or out of egotism, but with humility consider others superior to you,



^  (John 16:12) “I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them now.



^  (Isa. 48:17, 18) This is what Jehovah says, your Repurchaser, the Holy One of Israel: “I, Jehovah, am your God, The One teaching you to benefit yourself,* The One guiding you in the way you should walk. 18 If only you would pay attention to my commandments! Then your peace would become just like a river And your righteousness like the waves of the sea.

Or “for your own good.”


^  (Isa. 64:8) But now, O Jehovah, you are our Father. We are the clay, and you are our Potter;* We are all the work of your hand.

Or “the One who formed us.”


^  (Eccl. 7:8) Better is the end of a matter than its beginning. Better to be patient than to be haughty in spirit.



^  (Acts 15:1-41) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue. 3 So after being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoe·niʹcia and Sa·marʹi·a, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers. 4 On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them. 5 But some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: “It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.” 6 So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter. 7 After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith. 10 So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” 12 At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.” 22 Then the apostles and the elders, together with the whole congregation, decided to send chosen men from among them to Antioch, along with Paul and Barʹna·bas; they sent Judas who was called Barʹsab·bas and Silas, who were leading men among the brothers. 23 They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions, 25 we have come to a unanimous decision to choose men to send to you together with our beloved Barʹna·bas and Paul, 26 men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We are therefore sending Judas and Silas, so that they also may report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!” 30 So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, since they were also prophets, encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them. 33 After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 —— 35 But Paul and Barʹna·bas stayed in Antioch, teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah. 36 After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” 37 Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus. 40 Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah. 41 He went through Syria and Ci·liʹcia, strengthening the congregations.

Or “from generations of old.”
Or possibly, “by all means.”


^  (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow.



^  (1 John 5:14) And this is the confidence* that we have toward him, that no matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.

Or “freeness of speech.”


^ (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.



^ (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^ (Dan. 12:9, 10) Then he said: “Go, Daniel, because the words are to be kept secret and sealed up until the time of the end. 10 Many will cleanse themselves and whiten themselves and will be refined. And the wicked ones will act wickedly, and none of the wicked will understand; but those having insight will understand.



^ (Acts 15:7-9) After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith.



^ (Acts 15:3-5) So after being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoe·niʹcia and Sa·marʹi·a, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers. 4 On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them. 5 But some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: “It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.”



^  (Acts 15:3) So after being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoe·niʹcia and Sa·marʹi·a, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers.



^  (1 Tim. 5:17) Let the elders who preside in a fine way be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard in speaking and teaching.



^  (Acts 15:4) On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them.



^  (Acts 15:5) But some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: “It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.”







^  Titus, a Greek Christian who later became a trusted companion and emissary of Paul, appears to have been a member of the delegation. (Gal. 2:1; Titus 1:4) This man was a fine example of an uncircumcised Gentile anointed by holy spirit.​—Gal. 2:3.


^  See the box “Jehovah’s Witnesses Build Their Beliefs on the Bible.”






^ (Gal. 2:1) Then after 14 years I again went up to Jerusalem with Barʹna·bas, also taking Titus along with me.



^ (Titus 1:4) to Titus, a genuine child according to the faith we share: May you have undeserved kindness and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Savior.



^ (Gal. 2:3) Nevertheless, not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, although he was a Greek.









^ ***bt p. 105 “After Quite a Bit of Dissension”***

‘JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES BUILD THEIR BELIEFS ON THE BIBLE’


As amply demonstrated in the case of the early Christian congregation, the history of true worship is a record of progressive spiritual enlightenment. (Prov. 4:18; Dan. 12:4, 9, 10; Acts 15:7-9) Today, too, Jehovah’s people adjust their beliefs to conform to revealed truth; they do not force the Scriptures to fit their views. Impartial observers have recognized this fact. In his book Truth in Translation, Jason David BeDuhn, associate professor of religious studies at Northern Arizona University in the United States, wrote that Jehovah’s Witnesses approach the Bible “with a kind of innocence, and [build] their system of belief and practice from the raw material of the Bible without predetermining what was to be found there.”







^ (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.



^ (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^ (Dan. 12:9, 10) Then he said: “Go, Daniel, because the words are to be kept secret and sealed up until the time of the end. 10 Many will cleanse themselves and whiten themselves and will be refined. And the wicked ones will act wickedly, and none of the wicked will understand; but those having insight will understand.



^ (Acts 15:7-9) After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith.









^ ***sjj song 114 “Exercise Patience”***


SONG 114

“Exercise Patience”


(James 5:8)


	1. Our Sov’reign Lord Jehovah

Is zealous for his holy name.

He fervently desires

To clear it from unrighteous blame.

Through many generations,

Great endurance he has shown;

In loving, kindly patience,

Not weary has he grown.

His will is that salvation

All sorts of people might attain.

Long-lasting, loving patience

By God will not have been in vain.



	2. The quality of patience

Will help us on our godly path.

It lets our heart be tranquil,

Protects us from unrighteous wrath.

It finds the good in others,

Always hoping for the best.

It helps us keep our balance

In times when we’re distressed.

Along with other virtues

That holy spirit can bestow,

Our patience will assist us

To imitate the God we know.







(See also Ex. 34:14; Isa. 40:28; 1 Cor. 13:4, 7; 1 Tim. 2:4.)





^ (Jas. 5:8) You too exercise patience; make your hearts firm, because the presence of the Lord has drawn close.



^ (Ex. 34:14) You must not bow down to another god, for Jehovah is known for* requiring exclusive devotion.* Yes, he is a God who requires exclusive devotion.

Lit., “Jehovah, his name is.”
Or “not tolerating rivals.”


^ (Isa. 40:28) Do you not know? Have you not heard? Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, is a God for all eternity. He never tires out or grows weary. His understanding is unsearchable.*

Or “cannot be fathomed.”


^ (1 Cor. 13:4) Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous. It does not brag, does not get puffed up,



^ (1 Cor. 13:7) It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.



^ (1 Tim. 2:4) whose will is that all sorts of people should be saved and come to an accurate knowledge of truth.















^ ***sjj song 59 Praise Jah With Me***


SONG 59

Praise Jah With Me


(Psalm 146:2)


	1. Praise Jah with me;

Come! Let us sing!

He gives us life, breath, and ev’ry good thing.

Each day and night,

His name we bless,

Praising his love and his almightiness.

We sing his praise, and his name we confess.



	2. Praise Jah with me;

He satisfies.

He hears our prayers as our needs he supplies.

His mighty arm

Strengthens the weak;

His holy spirit sustains all the meek.

His name we praise; Of his power we speak.



	3. Praise Jah with me;

Our God is just.

He brings us comfort, in him we can trust.

Wrongs he will right;

Hearts he will heal.

Rich Kingdom blessings all mankind will feel.

Come let us praise him with joy and with zeal!







(See also Ps. 94:18, 19; 145:21; 147:1; 150:2; Acts 17:25.)





^ (Ps. 146:2) I will praise Jehovah all my life. I will sing praises* to my God as long as I live.

Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 94:18, 19) When I said: “My foot is slipping,” Your loyal love, O Jehovah, kept supporting me. 19 When anxieties* overwhelmed me,* You comforted and soothed me.*

Or “disquieting thoughts.”
Or “became many inside of me.”
Or “Your consolations soothed my soul.”


^ (Ps. 145:21) My mouth will declare the praise of Jehovah; Let every living thing* praise his holy name forever and ever.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (Ps. 147:1) Praise Jah!* It is good to sing praises* to our God; How pleasant and fitting it is to praise him!

Or “Hallelujah!” “Jah” is a shortened form of the name Jehovah.
Or “make music.”


^ (Ps. 150:2) Praise him for his mighty works. Praise him for his exceeding greatness.



^ (Acts 17:25) nor is he served by human hands as if he needed anything, because he himself gives to all people life and breath and all things.









^ ***w99 9/1 p. 18 Youths—Train Your Perceptive Powers!***

17. How did David make Jehovah ‘his confidence from his youth on,’ and what lesson is there in this for youths today?

17 Avoiding Satan’s snares will require constant vigilance on your part​—and sometimes, great courage. Why, at times you may find yourself at odds, not simply with your peers, but with the whole world. The psalmist David prayed: “You are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah, my confidence from my youth. O God, you have taught me from my youth on, and until now I keep telling about your wonderful works.” (Psalm 71:5, 17)* David is known for his courage. But when did he develop it? As a youth! Even before his famed confrontation with Goliath, David had shown extraordinary courage in protecting his father’s flocks​—killing both a lion and a bear. (1 Samuel 17:34-37) However, David gave Jehovah full credit for whatever bravery he displayed, calling him “my confidence from my youth.” David’s ability to lean on Jehovah made him equal to any trial that he faced. You too will find that if you lean upon Jehovah, he will give you the courage and strength to ‘conquer the world.’​—1 John 5:4.



^  (Ps. 71:5) For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.

Or “You are my confidence.”


^  (Ps. 71:17) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works.



^  (1 Sam. 17:34-37) David then said to Saul: “Your servant became a shepherd of his father’s flock, and a lion came, also a bear, and each carried off a sheep from the flock. 35 I went out after it and struck it down and rescued it from its mouth. When it rose up against me, I grabbed it by its fur* and struck it down and put it to death. 36 Your servant struck down both the lion and the bear, and this uncircumcised Phi·lisʹtine will become like one of them, for he has taunted* the battle lines of the living God.” 37 Then David added: “Jehovah, who rescued me from the claws of the lion and the bear, he is the one who will rescue me from the hand of this Phi·lisʹtine.” At this Saul said to David: “Go, and may Jehovah be with you.”

Or “by the jaw.” Lit., “by its beard.”
Or “challenged.”


^  (1 John 5:4) because everyone who* has been born from God conquers the world. And this is the conquest that has conquered the world, our faith.

Lit., “everything that.”






^  Psalm 71 appears to be a continuation of Psalm 70, which is identified in the superscription as a psalm of David.




^ (Ps. 71:1-24) In you, O Jehovah, I have taken refuge. May I never be put to shame.  2 In your righteousness save me and rescue me. Incline your ear* to me and save me.  3 Become for me a rock fortress Where I can always enter. Give the command to save me, For you are my crag and my stronghold.  4 O my God, rescue me from the hand of the wicked, From the grasp of the unjust oppressor.  5 For you are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I have trusted in you* since my youth.  6 I have depended on you from birth; It was you who took me from my mother’s womb. I praise you constantly.  7 I have become like a miracle to many, But you are my strong refuge.  8 My mouth is filled with your praise; All day long I tell about your splendor.  9 Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails. 10 My enemies speak against me, And those seeking to take my life* conspire together, 11 Saying: “God has abandoned him. Chase after him and seize him, for there is no one to save him.” 12 O God, do not remain far away from me. O my God, hurry to help me. 13 May those who are resisting me* Be put to shame and perish. May those seeking my calamity Be covered with disgrace and humiliation. 14 But as for me, I will continue to wait; I will add to your praise. 15 My mouth will recount your righteousness, All day long your acts of salvation, Though they are too many for me to grasp.* 16 I will come and tell about your mighty acts, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah; I will mention your righteousness, yours alone. 17 O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come. 19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heights; You have done great things; O God, who is like you? 20 Though you have made me experience much distress and calamity, Revive me again; Bring me up from the depths* of the earth. 21 May you increase my greatness And surround and comfort me. 22 Then I will praise you on a stringed instrument Because of your faithfulness, O my God. I will sing your praises* with the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 23 My lips will shout joyfully as I sing praises to you, For you have saved my life.* 24 My tongue will speak about* your righteousness all day long, For those seeking my destruction will be ashamed and disgraced.

Or “Bend down and listen.”
Or “You are my confidence.”
Or “seeking my soul.”
Or “my soul.”
Or “number.”
Lit., “arm.”
Or “watery deeps.”
Or “make music to you.”
Or “redeemed my soul.”
Or “meditate on.”


^ (Ps. 70:0-5) To the director. Of David, to serve as a reminder.* 70 O God, save me; O Jehovah, hurry to help me.  2 May those seeking to take my life* Be put to shame and disgraced. May those who delight in my calamity Retreat in humiliation.  3 May those who are saying: “Aha! Aha!” Be driven back in shame.  4 But let those who are seeking you Exult and rejoice in you. May those who love your acts of salvation always say: “May God be magnified!”  5 But I am helpless and poor; O God, act quickly in my behalf. You are my helper and my rescuer; O Jehovah, do not delay.

Or “to bring to remembrance.”
Or “soul.”








^ ***g04 10/8 p. 23 How Should We Treat the Elderly?***

The psalmist prayed: “Do not throw me away in the time of old age; just when my power is failing, do not leave me.” (Psalm 71:9) God does not ‘throw away’ his faithful servants even when they themselves may feel that they have outlived their time of usefulness. The psalmist did not feel abandoned by Jehovah; rather, he recognized his own need to rely on his Maker even more as he grew older. Jehovah responds to such loyalty by providing support throughout one’s life. (Psalm 18:25) Often such support comes by means of fellow Christians.



^ (Ps. 71:9) Do not cast me off in my old age; Do not abandon me when my strength fails.



^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;









^ ***w14 1/15 p. 23 Serving Jehovah Before the Days of Distress Come***


 4. What question can Christians with long experience ask themselves, and why?

4 If you have acquired decades of experience as an adult, you have a key question to ask yourself, ‘What will I do with my life now while I still have some energy and strength?’ As an experienced Christian, you have opportunities that are not open to others. You can pass on to younger ones what you have learned from Jehovah. You can strengthen others by relating experiences you have enjoyed while serving God. King David prayed for opportunities to do so. He wrote: “O God, you have taught me from my youth . . . Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power and about your mightiness to all those who are to come.”​—Ps. 71:17, 18.

 5. How can older Christians pass on to others what they have learned?

5 How could you make known the wisdom you have acquired over the years? Could you invite younger servants of God to your home for some upbuilding association? Could you ask them to accompany you in the Christian ministry and show them the joy you experience in serving Jehovah? Elihu of ancient times said: “Let age speak, and let a multitude of years declare wisdom.” (Job 32:7) The apostle Paul urged experienced Christian women to encourage others by word and example. He wrote: “Let the older women be . . . teachers of what is good.”​—Titus 2:3.





^  (Ps. 71:17, 18) O God, you have taught me from my youth, And until now I keep declaring your wonderful works. 18 Even when I am old and gray, O God, do not abandon me. Let me tell the next generation about your power* And about your mightiness to all those who are to come.

Lit., “arm.”


^  (Job 32:7) I thought, ‘Let age* speak, And let a multitude of years declare wisdom.’

Lit., “days.”


^  (Titus 2:3) Likewise, let the older women be reverent in behavior, not slanderous, not enslaved to a lot of wine, teachers of what is good,









^ ***it-1 p. 768 Euphrates***

Boundary of Israel’s Assigned Territory. In God’s statement to Abraham he covenanted to give Abraham’s seed the land “from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.” (Ge 15:18) This promise was restated to the nation of Israel. (Ex 23:31; De 1:7, 8; 11:24; Jos 1:4) First Chronicles 5:9 states that certain descendants of Reuben in the period prior to David’s reign extended their dwelling “as far as where one enters the wilderness at the river Euphrates.” However, since the Euphrates is some 800 km (500 mi) distant, when traveling “east of Gilead” (1Ch 5:10), this may mean simply that the Reubenites extended their territory E of Gilead into the edge of the Syrian Desert, which desert continues over to the Euphrates. (RS reads, “as far as the entrance of the desert this side of the Euphrates”; JB, “to the beginning of the desert that ends at the river Euphrates.”) It thus appears that Jehovah’s promise was first fully realized during the reigns of David and Solomon when the boundaries of Israel’s dominion extended to include the Aramaean kingdom of Zobah and thus reached to the banks of the Euphrates, evidently along the section traversing northern Syria. (2Sa 8:3; 1Ki 4:21; 1Ch 18:3-8; 2Ch 9:26) Because of its preeminence, it was often designated simply as “the River.”​—Jos 24:2, 15; Ps 72:8.



^ (Gen. 15:18) On that day Jehovah made with Aʹbram a covenant, saying: “To your offspring* I will give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Eu·phraʹtes:

Lit., “seed.”


^ (Ex. 23:31) “I will set your boundary from the Red Sea to the sea of the Phi·lisʹtines and from the wilderness to the River;* for I will give the inhabitants of the land into your hand, and you will drive them out from before you.

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Deut. 1:7, 8) Turn and set out for the mountainous region of the Amʹor·ites and toward all their neighbors in the Arʹa·bah, the mountainous region, the She·pheʹlah, the Negʹeb, and the seacoast, the land of the Caʹnaan·ites, and Lebʹa·non,* up to the great river, the river Eu·phraʹtes. 8 See, I have set the land before you. Go in and take possession of the land about which Jehovah swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give it to them and their offspring* after them.’

Evidently, the Lebanon mountain range.
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Deut. 11:24) Every place you set your foot will become yours. From the wilderness up to Lebʹa·non, from the River, the river Eu·phraʹtes, to the western sea,* your boundary will become.

That is, the Great Sea, the Mediterranean.


^ (Josh. 1:4) Your territory will extend from the wilderness up to Lebʹa·non and to the great river, the Eu·phraʹtes—all the land of the Hitʹtites—and to the Great Sea* on the west.*

That is, the Mediterranean.
Or “toward the sunset.”


^ (1 Chron. 5:9) To the east he settled as far as the beginning of the wilderness at the Eu·phraʹtes River, for their livestock had become numerous in the land of Gilʹe·ad.



^ (1 Chron. 5:10) In the days of Saul, they waged war against the Hagʹrites, who were defeated before them, so they dwelled in their tents throughout all the territory east of Gilʹe·ad.



^ (2 Sam. 8:3) David defeated Had·ad·eʹzer the son of Reʹhob the king of Zoʹbah as he was on his way to restore his authority at the Eu·phraʹtes River.



^ (1 Ki. 4:21) Solʹo·mon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River* to the land of the Phi·lisʹtines and to the boundary of Egypt. They brought tribute and served Solʹo·mon all the days of his life.

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (1 Chron. 18:3-8) David defeated King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah near Haʹmath as he was on his way to establish his authority at the Eu·phraʹtes River. 4 David captured 1,000 chariots, 7,000 horsemen, and 20,000 foot soldiers from him. Then David hamstrung all but 100 of the chariot horses. 5 When the Syrians of Damascus came to help King Had·ad·eʹzer of Zoʹbah, David struck down 22,000 of the Syrians. 6 David then established garrisons in Syria of Damascus, and the Syrians became David’s servants and brought tribute. Jehovah gave David victory* wherever he went. 7 Moreover, David took the circular shields of gold from the servants of Had·ad·eʹzer and brought them to Jerusalem. 8 From Tibʹhath and Cun, cities of Had·ad·eʹzer, David took a great quantity of copper. With it Solʹo·mon made the copper Sea, the pillars, and the copper utensils.

Or “salvation.”


^ (2 Chron. 9:26) And he ruled over all the kings from the River* to the land of the Phi·lisʹtines and to the boundary of Egypt.

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Josh. 24:2) Joshua said to all the people: “This is what Jehovah the God of Israel says, ‘It was on the other side of the River* that your forefathers lived a long time ago—Teʹrah the father of Abraham and the father of Naʹhor—and they used to serve other gods.

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Josh. 24:15) Now if it seems bad to you to serve Jehovah, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve, whether the gods that your forefathers served on the other side of the River* or the gods of the Amʹor·ites in whose land you are dwelling. But as for me and my household, we will serve Jehovah.”

That is, the Euphrates.


^ (Ps. 72:8) He will have subjects* from sea to sea And from the River* to the ends of the earth.

Or “will rule.”
That is, the Euphrates.








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***lmd lesson 4 point 5***


5. Remain mild. Do not insist on making a point. We do not want to argue. Show humility by staying calm and knowing when to leave. (Prov. 17:14; Titus 3:2) A mild response may leave the door open for a productive conversation in the future.







^ (Prov. 17:14) Beginning a fight is like opening a floodgate;* Before the quarrel breaks out, take your leave.

Or “like opening a dam.” Lit., “letting out waters.”


^ (Titus 3:2) to speak injuriously of no one, not to be quarrelsome, but to be reasonable, displaying all mildness toward all men.









^ ***lmd lesson 8 point 4***


4. Do not compare. Each person is unique. If a family member or a return visit hesitates to study the Bible or to accept a Bible teaching, consider why that might be the case. Is he emotionally connected to a particular religious belief? Does he face pressure from relatives or neighbors? Allow time for him to think about what you have said and to appreciate what the Bible says.








^ ***ijwfq article 49 Why Have Jehovah’s Witnesses Changed Some of Their Beliefs?***


Why Have Jehovah’s Witnesses Changed Some of Their Beliefs?



We have always used the Bible as the sole authority for our beliefs, so we have adjusted our beliefs as our understanding of the Scriptures has been clarified.*

Such changes are in harmony with the Bible principle stated at Proverbs 4:​18: “The path of the righteous is like the bright morning light that grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.” Just as the rising sun reveals details of a landscape gradually, God grants an understanding of divine truth progressively, in his due time. (1 Peter 1:​10-​12) As the Bible foretold, he has accelerated this process during “the time of the end.”​—Daniel 12:4.

These adjustments in our understanding should neither surprise nor disturb us. Ancient worshippers of God also had mistaken ideas and expectations and needed to adjust their viewpoint.

	  Moses offered himself as a deliverer for the nation of Israel 40 years ahead of God’s timetable.​—Acts 7:​23-​25, 30, 35.



	  The apostles failed to understand the prophecy that foretold the Messiah’s death and resurrection.​—Isaiah 53:​8-​12; Matthew 16:21-​23.



	  Some early Christians had wrong ideas about the timing of “the day of Jehovah.”​—2 Thessalonians 2:​1, 2.





God later corrected their misunderstandings, and we pray that he will continue doing the same for us.​—James 1:5.



^  We do not try to hide these changes in our understanding of the Bible. In fact, we record and publish them. For example, see the “Beliefs Clarified” entry in the online reference to our publications.






^  (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.



^  (1 Pet. 1:10-12) Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the undeserved kindness meant for you made a diligent inquiry and a careful search. 11 They kept on investigating what particular time or what season the spirit within them was indicating concerning Christ as it testified beforehand about the sufferings meant for Christ and about the glory that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that they were ministering, not to themselves, but to you, regarding what has now been announced to you by those who declared the good news to you with holy spirit sent from heaven. Into these very things, angels are desiring to peer.



^  (Dan. 12:4) “As for you, Daniel, keep the words secret, and seal up the book until the time of the end. Many will rove about,* and the true knowledge will become abundant.”

Or “examine it [that is, the book] thoroughly.”


^  (Acts 7:23-25) “Now when he reached the age of 40, it came into his heart to make a visit on* his brothers, the sons of Israel. 24 When he caught sight of one of them being unjustly treated, he defended him and avenged the one being abused by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He thought that his brothers would grasp that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not grasp it.

Or “to check the conditions of.”


^  (Acts 7:30) “After 40 years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Siʹnai in the flame of a burning thornbush.



^  (Acts 7:35) This same Moses whom they had disowned, saying: ‘Who appointed you ruler and judge?’ is the very one God sent as both ruler and deliverer by means of the angel who appeared to him in the thornbush.



^  (Isa. 53:8-12) Because of restraint* and judgment he was taken away; And who will concern himself with the details of his generation?* For he was cut off from the land of the living; Because of the transgression of my people he received the stroke.*  9 And he was given a burial place* with the wicked, And with the rich* in his death, Although he had done no wrong* And there was no deception in his mouth. 10 But it was Jehovah’s will* to crush him, and he let him become sick. If you will present his life* as a guilt offering, He will see his offspring,* he will prolong his days, And through him the delight* of Jehovah will have success. 11 Because of his anguish,* he will see and be satisfied. By means of his knowledge the righteous one, my servant, Will bring a righteous standing to many people, And their errors he will bear. 12 For that reason I will assign him a portion among the many, And he will apportion the spoil with the mighty, Because he poured out his life* even to death And was counted among the transgressors; He carried the sin of many people, And he interceded for the transgressors.

Or “oppression.”
Or “his manner of life?”
Or “was struck dead.”
Or “And one will give his burial place.”
Lit., “a rich man.”
Or “no violence.”
Or “But Jehovah took delight.”
Or “soul.”
Lit., “seed.”
Or “will; good pleasure.”
Or “the trouble of his soul.”
Or “soul.”


^  (Matt. 16:21-23) From that time forward, Jesus began explaining to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed, and on the third day be raised up. 22 At this Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying: “Be kind to yourself, Lord; you will not have this happen to you at all.” 23 But turning his back,* he said to Peter: “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me, because you think, not God’s thoughts, but those of men.”*

Or “turning around.”
Or “you have, not God’s mind, but that of humans.”


^  (2 Thess. 2:1, 2) However, brothers, concerning the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you 2 not to be quickly shaken from your reason nor to be alarmed either by an inspired statement or by a spoken message or by a letter appearing to be from us, to the effect that the day of Jehovah is here.



^  (Jas. 1:5) So if any one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep asking God, for he gives generously to all and without reproaching,* and it will be given him.

Or “finding fault.”








^ ***th p. 20 Understandable to Others***


STUDY 17

Understandable to Others



1 Corinthians 14:9

SUMMARY: Help your listeners to grasp the meaning of your message.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Study your material thoroughly. Understand the topic clearly so that you can explain it simply and in your own words.



	  Use short sentences and simple phrases. Although longer sentences are acceptable, convey key points using concise phrases and sentences.

Eliminate unnecessary details that may confuse and overwhelm your listeners. Favor plain language over complicated speech.








	  Explain unfamiliar terms. Minimize the use of expressions that are unfamiliar to your listeners. If you must refer to an unfamiliar term, Bible character, or ancient measurement or custom, provide an explanation.










^ (1 Cor. 14:9) In the same way, unless you with the tongue use speech that is easily understood, how will anyone know what is being said? You will, in fact, be speaking into the air.









^ ***sjj song 76 How Does It Make You Feel?***


SONG 76

How Does It Make You Feel?


(Hebrews 13:15)


	1. How does it make you feel

when you preach and teach with zeal,

When you know you’ve done your part

to reach an honest heart?

Knowing you’ve done your best;

then our God will do the rest.

Honest hearts he surely knows—

all those to him disposed.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.





	2. How does it make you feel

when the words you speak appeal

To the ones whose heart is right

for everlasting life?

Some people turn away,

others might be led astray.

Still we’re glad to bear his name

and witness just the same.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.





	3. How does it make you feel,

knowing God’s support is real,

And that he’s entrusted you

to do the work we do?

Proudly we preach and teach,

using bold but gracious speech,

Searching out deserving ones;

this work will soon be done.

(CHORUS)

It makes us glad, and we rejoice

to give our heart and mind and voice.

So may our sacrifice of praise

continue all our days.









(See also Acts 13:48; 1 Thess. 2:4; 1 Tim. 1:11.)







^ (Heb. 13:15) Through him let us always offer to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of our lips that make public declaration to his name.



^ (Acts 13:48) When those of the nations heard this, they began to rejoice and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all those who were rightly disposed for everlasting life became believers.



^ (1 Thess. 2:4) but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the good news, so we speak to please, not men, but God, who examines our hearts.



^ (1 Tim. 1:11) according to the glorious good news of the happy God, with which I was entrusted.









^ ***lmd Truths We Love to Teach***



APPENDIX A



Truths We Love to Teach



Jesus said that honesthearted people will recognize the truth when they hear it. (John 10:4, 27) So whenever we speak to people, we want to share simple Bible truths. Try introducing a truth by asking: “Did you know that . . . ?” or “Have you ever heard that . . . ?” Then use the related scripture(s) to explain that truth. Just sharing a simple Bible truth may plant a seed in a person’s heart, and God can make that seed grow!​—1 Cor. 3:6, 7.

	The Future



	Family



	God



	Prayer



	Jesus



	God’s Kingdom



	Suffering



	Death



	Religion





THE FUTURE

	1. Current events and attitudes indicate a change is near.​—Matt. 24:3, 7, 8; Luke 21:10, 11; 2 Tim. 3:1-5.



	2. The earth will never be destroyed.​—Ps. 104:5; Eccl. 1:4.



	3. The earth’s environment will be restored.​—Isa. 35:1, 2; Rev. 11:18.



	4. Everyone will have perfect health.​—Isa. 33:24; 35:5, 6.



	5. You can live forever on earth.​—Ps. 37:29; Matt. 5:5.





FAMILY

	6. A husband should “love his wife as he does himself.”​—Eph. 5:33; Col. 3:19.



	7. A wife should deeply respect her husband.​—Eph. 5:33; Col. 3:18.



	8. A husband and a wife should be loyal to each other.​—Mal. 2:16; Matt. 19:4-6, 9; Heb. 13:4.



	9. Children who respect and obey their parents will succeed.​—Prov. 1:8, 9; Eph. 6:1-3.





GOD

	10. God has a name.​—Ps. 83:18; Jer. 10:10.



	11. God communicates with us.​—2 Tim. 3:16, 17; 2 Pet. 1:20, 21.



	12. God is fair and unbiased.​—Deut. 10:17; Acts 10:34, 35.



	13. God wants to help us.​—Ps. 46:1; 145:18, 19.





PRAYER

	14. God wants us to pray to him.​—Ps. 62:8; 65:2; 1 Pet. 5:7.



	15. The Bible teaches us how to pray.​—Matt. 6:7-13; Luke 11:1-4.



	16. We should pray often.​—Matt. 7:7, 8; 1 Thess. 5:17.





JESUS

	17. Jesus was a great teacher whose advice always works.​—Matt. 6:14, 15, 34; 7:12.



	18. Jesus foretold events we see today.​—Matt. 24:3, 7, 8, 14; Luke 21:10, 11.



	19. Jesus is God’s Son.​—Matt. 16:16; John 3:16; 1 John 4:15.



	20. Jesus is not God Almighty.​—John 14:28; 1 Cor. 11:3.





GOD’S KINGDOM

	21. God’s Kingdom is a real government in heaven.​—Dan. 2:44; 7:13, 14; Matt. 6:9, 10; Rev. 11:15.



	22. God’s Kingdom will replace human governments.​—Ps. 2:7-9; Dan. 2:44.



	23. God’s Kingdom is the only solution to mankind’s problems.​—Ps. 37:10, 11; 46:9; Isa. 65:21-23.





SUFFERING

	24. God does not cause our suffering.​—Deut. 32:4; Jas. 1:13.



	25. Satan rules this world.​—Luke 4:5, 6; 1 John 5:19.



	26. God cares about your suffering.​—Ps. 34:17-19; Isa. 41:10, 13.



	27. God will soon end suffering.​—Isa. 65:17; Rev. 21:3, 4.





DEATH

	28. The dead are unconscious; they are not suffering.​—Eccl. 9:5; John 11:11-14.



	29. The dead cannot help us or harm us.​—Ps. 146:4; Eccl. 9:6, 10.



	30. Dead loved ones will be resurrected.​—Job 14:13-15; John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15.



	31. “Death will be no more.”​—Rev. 21:3, 4; Isa. 25:8.





RELIGION

	32. Not all religions please God.​—Jer. 7:11; Matt. 7:13, 14, 21-23.



	33. God hates hypocrisy.​—Isa. 29:13; Mic. 3:11; Mark 7:6-8.



	34. Genuine love identifies true religion.​—Mic. 4:3; John 13:34, 35.









^ (John 10:4) When he has brought all his own out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice.



^ (John 10:27) My sheep listen to my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.



^ (1 Cor. 3:6, 7) I planted, A·polʹlos watered, but God kept making it grow, 7 so that neither is the one who plants anything nor is the one who waters, but God who makes it grow.



^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (Matt. 24:7, 8) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another. 8 All these things are a beginning of pangs of distress.



^ (Luke 21:10, 11) Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (2 Tim. 3:1-5) But know this, that in the last days critical times hard to deal with will be here. 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, haughty, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, disloyal, 3 having no natural affection, not open to any agreement, slanderers, without self-control, fierce, without love of goodness, 4 betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with pride, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, 5 having an appearance of godliness but proving false to its power; and from these turn away.



^ (Ps. 104:5) He has established the earth on its foundations; It will not be moved from its place* forever and ever.

Or “will not totter.”


^ (Eccl. 1:4) A generation is going, and a generation is coming, But the earth remains* forever.

Lit., “is standing.”


^ (Isa. 35:1, 2) The wilderness and the parched land will exult, And the desert plain will be joyful and blossom as the saffron.*  2 Without fail it will blossom; It will rejoice and shout for joy. The glory of Lebʹa·non will be given to it, The splendor of Carʹmel and of Sharʹon. They will see the glory of Jehovah, the splendor of our God.

Or “crocus.”


^ (Rev. 11:18) But the nations became wrathful, and your own wrath came, and the appointed time came for the dead to be judged and to reward your slaves the prophets and the holy ones and those fearing your name, the small and the great, and to bring to ruin those ruining* the earth.”

Or “to destroy those who are destroying.”


^ (Isa. 33:24) And no resident* will say: “I am sick.” The people dwelling in the land will be pardoned for their error.

Or “inhabitant.”


^ (Isa. 35:5, 6) At that time the eyes of the blind will be opened, And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.  6 At that time the lame will leap like the deer, And the tongue of the speechless will shout for joy. For waters will burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert plain.



^ (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.



^ (Matt. 5:5) “Happy are the mild-tempered, since they will inherit the earth.



^ (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^ (Col. 3:19) You husbands, keep on loving your wives and do not be bitterly angry* with them.

Or “be harsh.”


^ (Eph. 5:33) Nevertheless, each one of you must love his wife as he does himself; on the other hand, the wife should have deep respect for her husband.



^ (Col. 3:18) You wives, be in subjection to your husbands, as it is becoming in the Lord.



^ (Mal. 2:16) For I hate* divorce,” says Jehovah the God of Israel, “and the one who covers his garment with violence,”* says Jehovah of armies. “And guard yourselves respecting your spirit, and you must not deal treacherously.

Lit., “he hates.”
Or “who engages in violence.”


^ (Matt. 19:4-6) In reply he said: “Have you not read that the one who created them from the beginning made them male and female 5 and said: ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and will stick to his wife, and the two will be one flesh’? 6 So that they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has yoked together, let no man put apart.”



^ (Matt. 19:9) I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except on the grounds of sexual immorality, and marries another commits adultery.”



^ (Heb. 13:4) Let marriage be honorable among all, and let the marriage bed be without defilement, for God will judge sexually immoral people* and adulterers.

See Glossary, “Sexual immorality.”


^ (Prov. 1:8, 9) Listen, my son, to the discipline of your father, And do not forsake the instruction* of your mother.  9 They are an attractive wreath for your head And a fine ornament for your neck.

Or “law.”


^ (Eph. 6:1-3) Children, be obedient to your parents in union with the Lord, for this is righteous. 2 “Honor your father and your mother” is the first command with a promise: 3 “That it may go well with you* and you may remain a long time on the earth.”

Or “That you may prosper.”


^ (Ps. 83:18) May people know that you, whose name is Jehovah, You alone are the Most High over all the earth.



^ (Jer. 10:10) But Jehovah is truly God. He is the living God and the eternal King. Because of his indignation the earth will quake, And no nations will endure his denunciation.



^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^ (2 Pet. 1:20, 21) For you know this first, that no prophecy of Scripture springs from any private interpretation. 21 For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”


^ (Deut. 10:17) For Jehovah your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the God great, mighty, and awe-inspiring, who treats none with partiality and does not accept a bribe.



^ (Acts 10:34, 35) At this Peter began to speak, and he said: “Now I truly understand that God is not partial, 35 but in every nation the man who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.



^ (Ps. 46:1) God is our refuge and strength, A help that is readily found in times of distress.



^ (Ps. 145:18, 19) Jehovah is near to all those calling on him, To all who call on him in truth.* 19 He satisfies the desire of those who fear him; He hears their cry for help, and he rescues them.

Or “in sincerity.”


^ (Ps. 62:8) Trust in him at all times, O people. Pour out your hearts before him. God is a refuge for us. (Selah)



^ (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^ (1 Pet. 5:7) while you throw all your anxiety* on him, because he cares for you.

Or “cares; worries.”


^ (Matt. 6:7-13) When praying, do not say the same things over and over again as the people of the nations do, for they imagine they will get a hearing for their use of many words. 8 So do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need even before you ask him. 9 “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth. 11 Give us today our bread for this day; 12 and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver* us from the wicked one.’*

Or “rescue.”
Or possibly, “from what is wicked.”


^ (Luke 11:1-4) Now he was in a certain place praying, and when he stopped, one of his disciples said to him: “Lord, teach us how to pray, just as John also taught his disciples.” 2 So he said to them: “Whenever you pray, say: ‘Father, let your name be sanctified. Let your Kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our bread according to our daily needs. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves also forgive everyone who is in debt to us; and do not bring us into temptation.’”



^ (Matt. 7:7, 8) “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you; 8 for everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened.



^ (1 Thess. 5:17) Pray constantly.



^ (Matt. 6:14, 15) “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; 15 whereas if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.



^ (Matt. 6:34) So never be anxious about the next day, for the next day will have its own anxieties. Each day has enough of its own troubles.



^ (Matt. 7:12) “All things, therefore, that you want men to do to you, you also must do to them. This, in fact, is what the Law and the Prophets mean.



^ (Matt. 24:3) While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples approached him privately, saying: “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your presence and of the conclusion of the system of things?”



^ (Matt. 24:7, 8) “For nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be food shortages and earthquakes in one place after another. 8 All these things are a beginning of pangs of distress.



^ (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^ (Luke 21:10, 11) Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, and in one place after another food shortages and pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and from heaven great signs.



^ (Matt. 16:16) Simon Peter answered: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”



^ (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.



^ (1 John 4:15) Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is God’s Son, God remains in union with such one and he in union with God.



^ (John 14:28) You heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I am.



^ (1 Cor. 11:3) But I want you to know that the head of every man is the Christ; in turn, the head of a woman is the man; in turn, the head of the Christ is God.



^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (Dan. 7:13, 14) “I kept watching in the visions of the night, and look! with the clouds of the heavens, someone like a son of man was coming; and he gained access to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him up close before that One. 14 And to him there were given rulership, honor, and a kingdom, that the peoples, nations, and language groups should all serve him. His rulership is an everlasting rulership that will not pass away, and his kingdom will not be destroyed.



^ (Matt. 6:9, 10) “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. 10 Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth.



^ (Rev. 11:15) The seventh angel blew his trumpet. And there were loud voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will rule as king forever and ever.”



^ (Ps. 2:7-9) Let me proclaim the decree of Jehovah; He said to me: “You are my son; Today I have become your father.  8 Ask of me, and I will give nations as your inheritance And the ends of the earth as your possession.  9 You will break them with an iron scepter, And you will smash them like a piece of pottery.”



^ (Dan. 2:44) “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed. And this kingdom will not be passed on to any other people. It will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, and it alone will stand forever,



^ (Ps. 37:10, 11) Just a little while longer, and the wicked will be no more; You will look at where they were, And they will not be there. 11 But the meek will possess the earth, And they will find exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.



^ (Ps. 46:9) He is bringing an end to wars throughout the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; He burns the military wagons* with fire.

Or possibly, “the shields.”


^ (Isa. 65:21-23) They will build houses and live in them, And they will plant vineyards and eat their fruitage. 22 They will not build for someone else to inhabit, Nor will they plant for others to eat. For the days of my people will be like the days of a tree, And the work of their hands my chosen ones will enjoy to the full. 23 They will not toil* for nothing,* Nor will they bear children for distress, Because they are the offspring* made up of those blessed by Jehovah, And their descendants with them.

Or “work hard.”
Or “in vain.”
Lit., “seed.”


^ (Deut. 32:4) The Rock, perfect is his activity, For all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who is never unjust; Righteous and upright is he.



^ (Jas. 1:13) When under trial, let no one say: “I am being tried by God.” For with evil things God cannot be tried, nor does he himself try anyone.



^ (Luke 4:5, 6) So he brought him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the inhabited earth in an instant of time. 6 Then the Devil said to him: “I will give you all this authority and their glory, because it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.



^ (1 John 5:19) We know that we originate with God, but the whole world is lying in the power of the wicked one.



^ (Ps. 34:17-19) They cried out, and Jehovah heard; He rescued them from all their distresses. 18 Jehovah is close to the brokenhearted; He saves those who are crushed in spirit.* 19 Many are the hardships* of the righteous one, But Jehovah rescues him from them all.

Or “are discouraged.”
Or “calamities.”


^ (Isa. 41:10) Do not be afraid, for I am with you. Do not be anxious, for I am your God. I will fortify you, yes, I will help you, I will really hold on to you with my right hand of righteousness.’



^ (Isa. 41:13) For I, Jehovah your God, am grasping your right hand, The One saying to you, ‘Do not be afraid. I will help you.’



^ (Isa. 65:17) For look! I am creating new heavens and a new earth; And the former things will not be called to mind,* Nor will they come up into the heart.

Or “be remembered.”


^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Eccl. 9:5) For the living know* that they will die, but the dead know nothing at all, nor do they have any more reward,* because all memory of them is forgotten.

Or “are conscious.”
Or “wages.”


^ (John 11:11-14) After he said these things, he added: “Lazʹa·rus our friend has fallen asleep, but I am traveling there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples then said to him: “Lord, if he is sleeping, he will get well.”* 13 Jesus, however, had spoken about his death. But they imagined he was speaking about taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus said to them plainly: “Lazʹa·rus has died,

Or “he will be saved.”


^ (Ps. 146:4) His spirit* goes out, he returns to the ground; On that very day his thoughts perish.

Or “breath.”


^ (Eccl. 9:6) Also, their love and their hate and their jealousy have already perished, and they no longer have any share in what is done under the sun.



^ (Eccl. 9:10) Whatever your hand finds to do, do with all your might, for there is no work nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom in the Grave,* where you are going.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.


^ (Job 14:13-15) O that in the Grave* you would conceal me, That you would hide me until your anger passes by, That you would set a time limit for me and remember me! 14 If a man dies, can he live again? I will wait all the days of my compulsory service Until my relief comes. 15 You will call, and I will answer you. You will long* for the work of your hands.

Or “Sheol,” that is, the common grave of mankind. See Glossary.
Or “yearn.”


^ (John 5:28, 29) Do not be amazed at this, for the hour is coming in which all those in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out, those who did good things to a resurrection of life, and those who practiced vile things to a resurrection of judgment.



^ (Acts 24:15) And I have hope toward God, which hope these men also look forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection of both the righteous and the unrighteous.



^ (Rev. 21:3, 4) With that I heard a loud voice from the throne say: “Look! The tent of God is with mankind, and he will reside with them, and they will be his people. And God himself will be with them. 4 And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away.”



^ (Isa. 25:8) He will swallow up* death forever, And the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will wipe away the tears from all faces. The reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, For Jehovah himself has spoken it.

Or “do away with.”


^ (Jer. 7:11) Has this house that bears my name become a cave of robbers in your eyes? Here I have seen it for myself,” declares Jehovah.



^ (Matt. 7:13, 14) “Go in through the narrow gate, because broad is the gate and spacious is the road leading off into destruction, and many are going in through it; 14 whereas narrow is the gate and cramped the road leading off into life, and few are finding it.



^ (Matt. 7:21-23) “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of the heavens, but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens will. 22 Many will say to me in that day: ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works* in your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them: ‘I never knew* you! Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’

Or “many miracles.”
Or “recognized.”


^ (Isa. 29:13) Jehovah says: “This people approach me with their mouth And they honor me with their lips, But their heart is far removed from me; And their fear of me is based on commands of men that they have been taught.



^ (Mic. 3:11) Her leaders* judge for a bribe, Her priests instruct for a price, And her prophets practice divination for money.* And yet they lean on Jehovah,* saying: “Is not Jehovah with us? No calamity will come upon us.”

Lit., “heads.”
Or “silver.”
Or “they claim to lean on Jehovah.”


^ (Mark 7:6-8) He said to them: “Isaiah aptly prophesied about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far removed from me. 7 It is in vain that they keep worshipping me, for they teach commands of men as doctrines.’ 8 You let go of the commandment of God and cling to the tradition of men.”



^ (Mic. 4:3) He will render judgment among many peoples And set matters straight* respecting mighty nations far away. They will beat their swords into plowshares And their spears into pruning shears. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, Nor will they learn war anymore.

Or “correct matters.”


^ (John 13:34, 35) I am giving you a new commandment, that you love one another; just as I have loved you, you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are my disciples—if you have love among yourselves.”









^ ***bt pp. 105-107 “After Quite a Bit of Dissension”***


17. Who made up the governing body in Jerusalem, and why may “the elders” have been included?

17 “Wisdom belongs to those who seek advice,” says Proverbs 13:10. In harmony with that sound principle, “the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into [the question of circumcision].” (Acts 15:6) “The apostles and the elders” acted in a representative way for the entire Christian congregation, just as the Governing Body does today. Why were “the elders” serving along with the apostles? Remember that the apostle James had been executed, and at least for a period, the apostle Peter had been imprisoned. Might similar eventualities befall other apostles? The presence of other qualified anointed men would help to ensure the orderly continuance of oversight.

18, 19. What powerful words did Peter speak, and what conclusion should his listeners have reached?

18 Luke continued: “After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said . . . : ‘Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith.’” (Acts 15:7-9) According to one reference work, the Greek word translated “intense discussion” in verse 7 also denotes “a seeking; a questioning.” Apparently, the brothers had honest differences of opinion, which they openly expressed.

19 Peter’s powerful words reminded all that he himself was present when the first uncircumcised Gentiles​—Cornelius and his household—​were anointed with holy spirit in 36 C.E. So if Jehovah had ceased making a distinction between Jew and non-Jew, by what authority should humans do otherwise? Moreover, faith in Christ, not compliance with the Mosaic Law, purifies a believer’s heart.​—Gal. 2:16.

20. How were the promoters of circumcision “making a test of God”?

20 On the basis of the unassailable witness of both the word of God and the holy spirit, Peter concluded: “So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” (Acts 15:10, 11) Promoters of circumcision were, in fact, “making a test of God,” or ‘straining his patience,’ as another translation renders it. They were trying to impose on Gentiles a code that the Jews themselves could not fully comply with and that therefore condemned them to death. (Gal. 3:10) Instead, Peter’s Jewish listeners should have been thankful for God’s undeserved kindness expressed through Jesus.

21. Barnabas and Paul contributed what to the discussion?

21 Evidently, Peter’s words struck home, for “the entire group became silent.” Thereafter, Barnabas and Paul related “the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations.” (Acts 15:12) Now, at last, the apostles and elders were in a position to evaluate all the evidence and make a decision that clearly reflected the will of God on the matter of circumcision.

22-24. (a) How does the Governing Body today follow the example of the early governing body? (b) How can all elders show respect for theocratic authority?

22 Today, too, when the members of the Governing Body meet, they look to God’s Word for direction and pray earnestly for holy spirit. (Ps. 119:105; Matt. 7:7-11) To that end, each member of the Governing Body receives an agenda ahead of time so that he can give the items prayerful thought. (Prov. 15:28) At the meeting, these anointed brothers freely and respectfully express themselves. The Bible is used frequently during the discussions.

23 Congregation elders should imitate that example. And if after consideration at an elders’ meeting a serious matter remains unresolved, the body may consult the local branch office or its appointed representatives, such as circuit overseers. The branch, in turn, may write to the Governing Body if necessary.

24 Yes, Jehovah blesses those who respect the theocratic arrangement and who display humility, loyalty, and patience. As we shall see in the following chapter, the God-given rewards for doing so are genuine peace, spiritual prosperity, and Christian unity.





^  (Prov. 13:10) Presumptuousness leads only to strife, But wisdom belongs to those who seek advice.*

Or “those consulting together.”


^  (Acts 15:6) So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter.



^  (Acts 15:7-9) After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith.



^  (Acts 15:7) After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe.



^  (Gal. 2:16) recognize that a man is declared righteous, not by works of law, but only through faith in Jesus Christ. So we have put our faith in Christ Jesus, so that we may be declared righteous by faith in Christ and not by works of law, for no one will be declared righteous by works of law.



^  (Acts 15:10, 11) So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.”



^  (Gal. 3:10) All those who depend on works of law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not remain in all the things written in the scroll of the Law by doing them.”



^  (Acts 15:12) At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations.



^  (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^  (Matt. 7:7-11) “Keep on asking, and it will be given you; keep on seeking, and you will find; keep on knocking, and it will be opened to you; 8 for everyone asking receives, and everyone seeking finds, and to everyone knocking, it will be opened. 9 Indeed, which one of you, if his son asks for bread, will hand him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, he will not hand him a serpent, will he? 11 Therefore, if you, although being wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more so will your Father who is in the heavens give good things to those asking him!



^  (Prov. 15:28) The heart of the righteous one meditates before answering,* But the mouth of the wicked blurts out bad things.

Or “carefully considers how to answer; thinks before speaking.”








^ ***sjj song 123 Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order***


SONG 123

Loyally Submitting to Theocratic Order


(1 Corinthians 14:33)


	1. As Jehovah’s people sound throughout the earth

Truths about the Kingdom and its priceless worth,

Theocratic order they must all obey

And remain united, loyalty display.

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.





	2. God provides his steward and his active force.

These will ever guide us in our Christian course.

So may we be steadfast, seeking God to please,

Loyally proclaiming all his wise decrees!

(CHORUS)

Loyal submission in recognition,

This to our God we owe.

He gives protection, tender affection,

Loyalty to him we show.









(See also Luke 12:42; Heb. 13:7, 17.)





^ (1 Cor. 14:33) For God is a God not of disorder but of peace. As in all the congregations of the holy ones,



^ (Luke 12:42) And the Lord said: “Who really is the faithful steward, the discreet one, whom his master will appoint over his body of attendants to keep giving them their measure of food supplies at the proper time?



^ (Heb. 13:7) Remember those who are taking the lead among you, who have spoken the word of God to you, and as you contemplate how their conduct turns out, imitate their faith.



^ (Heb. 13:17) Be obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for they are keeping watch over you* as those who will render an account, so that they may do this with joy and not with sighing, for this would be damaging to you.

Or “your souls.”














^ ***sjj song 36 We Guard Our Hearts***


SONG 36

We Guard Our Hearts


(Proverbs 4:23)


	1. We guard our hearts, it means our life;

We shun the path of sin.

God reads the heart, and there he finds

The person deep within.

Sometimes the heart deceives the mind,

And we begin to stray.

So may our mind direct our heart

And keep Jehovah’s way.



	2. Prepared in heart, we search for God

By means of earnest prayer.

Each day we give him praise and thanks,

Revealing ev’ry care.

The things Jehovah teaches us,

We gladly will obey.

We cultivate a loyal heart,

To please him ev’ry day.



	3. Our hearts we shield from harmful thoughts,

We dwell on what is true.

We love God’s Word to touch our hearts,

To strengthen and renew.

Jehovah loves his loyal ones;

On this we can depend.

We’ll worship him wholeheartedly

Forever as his friend.







(See also Ps. 34:1; Phil. 4:8; 1 Pet. 3:4.)





^ (Prov. 4:23) Above all the things that you guard, safeguard your heart, For out of it are the sources of life.



^ (Ps. 34:1) I will praise Jehovah at all times; His praise will be on my lips constantly.



^ (Phil. 4:8) Finally, brothers, whatever things* are true, whatever things are of serious concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever things are lovable, whatever things are well-spoken-of, whatever things are virtuous, and whatever things are praiseworthy, continue considering these things.

Lit., “as many (things) as.”


^ (1 Pet. 3:4) but let it be the secret person of the heart in the incorruptible adornment of the quiet and mild spirit, which is of great value in the eyes of God.









^ ***w20 December p. 19 “Jehovah . . . Saves Those Who Are Discouraged”***


14. Why did one Levite become deeply discouraged?

14 The writer of Psalm 73 was a Levite. As such, he had the remarkable privilege of serving at Jehovah’s place of worship. Still, at one point in his life, even he got discouraged. Why? He began to envy the wicked and arrogant, not because of their badness, but because of their evident prosperity. (Ps. 73:2-9, 11-14) They seemed to have it all​—wealth, a good life, and no anxieties. Their apparent success so discouraged the psalmist that he said: “Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and washed my hands in innocence.” Clearly, he was in grave spiritual danger.





^  (Ps. 73:0-28) A melody of Aʹsaph. 73 God is truly good to Israel, to those pure in heart.  2 As for me, my feet had almost strayed; My steps had nearly slipped.  3 For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.  6 Therefore, haughtiness is their necklace; Violence clothes them as a garment.  7 Their prosperity* makes their eyes bulge; They have exceeded the imaginations of the heart.  8 They scoff and say evil things. They arrogantly threaten oppression.  9 They speak as if they were as high as heaven, And their tongues swagger about in the earth. 10 So his people turn aside to them, And they drink from their abundant water. 11 They say: “How does God know? Does the Most High really have knowledge?” 12 Yes, these are the wicked, who always have it easy. They keep increasing their wealth. 13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence. 14 And I was troubled all day long; Every morning I was chastised. 15 But if I had said these things, I would have betrayed your people.* 16 When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end! 20 Like a dream when one wakes up, O Jehovah, When you rouse yourself, you will dismiss* their image. 21 But my heart was sour, And deep inside* I felt sharp pain. 22 I was unreasoning and lacked understanding; I was like a senseless beast before you. 23 But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth. 26 My body and my heart may fail, But God is the rock of my heart and my portion forever. 27 Truly, those keeping far from you will perish. You will put an end to* everyone who immorally* leaves you. 28 But as for me, drawing near to God is good for me. I have made the Sovereign Lord Jehovah my refuge, To declare all your works.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”
Lit., “fat.”
Lit., “the generation of your sons.”
Lit., “despise.”
Lit., “in my kidneys.”
Lit., “silence.”
Or “unfaithfully.”


^  (Ps. 73:2-9) As for me, my feet had almost strayed; My steps had nearly slipped.  3 For I became envious of the arrogant* When I would see the peace of the wicked.  4 For they have no pain in their death; Their bodies are healthy.*  5 They are not troubled like other humans, Nor do they suffer like other men.  6 Therefore, haughtiness is their necklace; Violence clothes them as a garment.  7 Their prosperity* makes their eyes bulge; They have exceeded the imaginations of the heart.  8 They scoff and say evil things. They arrogantly threaten oppression.  9 They speak as if they were as high as heaven, And their tongues swagger about in the earth.

Or “boasters.”
Or “Their paunch is fat.”
Lit., “fat.”


^  (Ps. 73:11-14) They say: “How does God know? Does the Most High really have knowledge?” 12 Yes, these are the wicked, who always have it easy. They keep increasing their wealth. 13 Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure And washed my hands in innocence. 14 And I was troubled all day long; Every morning I was chastised.









^ ***w20 December pp. 19-20 “Jehovah . . . Saves Those Who Are Discouraged”***


15. According to Psalm 73:16-19, 22-25, how did the Levite who wrote this psalm overcome discouragement?

15 Read Psalm 73:16-19, 22-25. The Levite “entered the grand sanctuary of God.” There, likely among fellow worshippers, he was able to analyze his situation calmly, clearly, and prayerfully. As a result, he began to see that his thinking had become foolish, that he had started on a dangerous path that would separate him from Jehovah. He also discerned that the wicked are “on slippery ground” and will come to “a terrible end.” To be cured of envy and discouragement, the Levite psalmist needed to see things from Jehovah’s standpoint. On doing so, he was at peace once again, and he was happy. He said: “Besides [Jehovah] I desire nothing on earth.”

16. What lessons can we learn from one Levite?

16 Lessons for us. Let us never envy wicked people who seem to prosper. Their happiness is superficial and temporary; they have no lasting future. (Eccl. 8:12, 13) To envy them is to invite discouragement as well as spiritual ruin. So if you find yourself envying the seeming success of the wicked, do what the Levite did. Heed God’s loving advice, and associate with others who do Jehovah’s will. When Jehovah is your greatest delight, you will find true happiness. And you will stay on the path to “the real life.”​—1 Tim. 6:19.





^ (Ps. 73:16-19) When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end!



^ (Ps. 73:22-25) I was unreasoning and lacked understanding; I was like a senseless beast before you. 23 But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth.



^  (Ps. 73:16-19) When I tried to understand it, It was troubling to me 17 Until I entered the grand sanctuary of God, And I discerned their future. 18 Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end!



^  (Ps. 73:22-25) I was unreasoning and lacked understanding; I was like a senseless beast before you. 23 But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory. 25 Whom do I have in the heavens? And besides you I desire nothing on earth.



^  (Eccl. 8:12, 13) Although a sinner may do bad a hundred times and still live a long time, yet I am aware that it will turn out well for those who fear the true God, because they fear him. 13 But it will not turn out well for the wicked one, nor will he prolong his days that are like a shadow, because he does not fear God.



^  (1 Tim. 6:19) safely treasuring up for themselves a fine foundation for the future, so that they may get a firm hold on the real life.









^ ***w14 4/15 p. 4 Imitate the Faith of Moses***


 5. What will help us to resist “the temporary enjoyment of sin”?

5 How can you resist “the temporary enjoyment of sin”? Never forget that sinful pleasure is fleeting. With eyes of faith, see that “the world is passing away and so is its desire.” (1 John 2:15-17) Meditate on the future of unrepentant sinners. They are “on slippery ground . . . as they come to a terrible end!” (Ps. 73:18, 19) When tempted to engage in sinful conduct, ask, ‘What future do I want for myself?’





^  (1 John 2:15-17) Do not love either the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him; 16 because everything in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes and the showy display of one’s means of life*—does not originate with the Father, but originates with the world. 17 Furthermore, the world is passing away and so is its desire, but the one who does the will of God remains forever.

Or “the bragging about one’s possessions.”


^  (Ps. 73:18, 19) Surely you place them on slippery ground. You make them fall to their ruin. 19 How suddenly they are devastated! How sudden is their finish as they come to a terrible end!









^ ***w13 2/15 pp. 25-26 Let Nothing Hinder You From Taking Hold of Glory***


3-5. To what glory may Jehovah lead us?

3 The psalmist expressed confidence that Jehovah would take hold of him by the right hand and lead him to genuine glory. (Read Psalm 73:23, 24.) How does Jehovah do this? Jehovah leads his humble servants to glory by honoring them in numerous ways. He blesses them with an understanding of his will. (1 Cor. 2:7) He bestows upon those who listen to his word and obey him the honor of a close personal relationship with him.​—Jas. 4:8.

4 Jehovah also entrusts his servants with the glorious treasure of the Christian ministry. (2 Cor. 4:1, 7) And this ministry leads to glory. To those who use their privilege of service to his praise and to the benefit of others, Jehovah promises: “Those honoring me I shall honor.” (1 Sam. 2:30) Such ones are honored with a good name with Jehovah, and they are likely to be well spoken of by other servants of God.​—Prov. 11:16; 22:1.

5 What about the future of those who “hope in Jehovah and keep his way”? They are promised: “He [Jehovah] will exalt you to take possession of the earth. When the wicked ones are cut off, you will see it.” (Ps. 37:34) They look forward to experiencing the incomparable honor of receiving everlasting life.​—Ps. 37:29.





^  (Ps. 73:23, 24) But now I am continually with you; You have taken hold of my right hand. 24 You guide me with your advice, And afterward you will lead me to glory.



^  (1 Cor. 2:7) But we speak God’s wisdom in a sacred secret, the hidden wisdom, which God foreordained before the systems of things for our glory.



^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (2 Cor. 4:1) Therefore, since we have this ministry through the mercy that was shown us, we do not give up.



^  (2 Cor. 4:7) However, we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the power beyond what is normal may be God’s and not from us.



^  (1 Sam. 2:30) “‘That is why the word of Jehovah the God of Israel is: “I did indeed say that your house and the house of your forefather would always walk before me.” But now Jehovah declares: “It is unthinkable, on my part, because those honoring me I will honor, but those despising me will be treated with contempt.”



^  (Prov. 11:16) A gracious* woman acquires glory, But ruthless men seize riches.

Or “charming.”


^  (Prov. 22:1) A good name* is to be chosen rather than great wealth; To be respected* is better than silver and gold.

Or “A good reputation.” Lit., “A name.”
Lit., “Favor.”


^  (Ps. 37:34) Hope in Jehovah and follow his way, And he will exalt you to take possession of the earth. When the wicked are done away with, you will see it.



^  (Ps. 37:29) The righteous will possess the earth, And they will live forever on it.









^ ***it-2 pp. 240-241 Leviathan***

Psalm 74 describes God’s record of salvation for his people, and verses 13 and 14 refer symbolically to his deliverance of Israel from Egypt. Here the term “sea monsters [Heb., than·ni·nimʹ, plural of tan·ninʹ]” is used as a parallel expression to “Leviathan,” and the crushing of the heads of Leviathan may well refer to the crushing defeat administered to Pharaoh and his army at the time of the Exodus. The Aramaic Targums here give “the strong ones of Pharaoh” in place of “the heads of Leviathan.” (Compare Eze 29:3-5, where Pharaoh is likened to a “great sea monster” in the midst of the Nile canals; also Eze 32:2.) Isaiah 27:1 apparently employs Leviathan (LXX, “the dragon”) as a symbol of an empire, an organization that is international in scope and that is dominated by one who himself is referred to as “serpent” and “dragon.” (Re 12:9) The prophecy is one of restoration for Israel, and therefore Jehovah’s ‘turning attention’ to Leviathan must include Babylon. However, verses 12 and 13 consider Assyria and Egypt as well. So, Leviathan here evidently refers to an international organization or empire that is in opposition to Jehovah and his worshipers.



^ (Ps. 74:0-23) A masʹkil.* Of Aʹsaph. 74 Why, O God, have you rejected us forever? Why does your anger burn* against the flock of your pasture?  2 Remember the people* you acquired long ago, The tribe you redeemed as your inheritance. Remember Mount Zion, where you have resided.  3 Direct your steps to the perpetual ruins. The enemy has devastated everything in the holy place.  4 Your foes roared inside your meeting place.* They have set up their own banners as signs there.  5 They were like men wielding axes against a thick forest.  6 They broke up all its engravings with axes and iron bars.  7 They set your sanctuary on fire. They profaned the tabernacle bearing your name, casting it to the ground.  8 They and their offspring have said in their hearts: “All the meeting places of God* in the land must be burned.”  9 There are no signs for us to see; There is no longer any prophet, And no one among us knows how long this will last. 10 How long, O God, will the adversary keep taunting? Will the enemy treat your name with disrespect forever? 11 Why do you hold back your hand, your right hand? Draw it out of your bosom* and put an end to them. 12 But God is my King from long ago, The one performing acts of salvation on the earth. 13 You stirred up the sea with your strength; You smashed the heads of the sea monsters in the waters. 14 You crushed the heads of Le·viʹa·than;* You gave it as food to the people, to those inhabiting the deserts. 15 You cut openings for the springs and the streams; You dried up ever-flowing rivers. 16 The day belongs to you, also the night. You made the light* and the sun. 17 You set up all the boundaries of the earth; You made summer and winter. 18 Remember the enemy’s taunts, O Jehovah, How a foolish people treats your name with disrespect. 19 Do not surrender the life* of your turtledove to the wild beasts. Do not forget the life of your afflicted people forever. 20 Remember the covenant, For the dark places of the earth have become full of the haunts of violence. 21 May the crushed one not turn away disappointed; May the lowly and the poor praise your name. 22 Rise up, O God, and plead your legal case. Remember how the foolish taunt you all day long. 23 Do not forget what your foes are saying. The uproar of those who defy you is ascending constantly.

See Glossary.
Lit., “smoke.”
Lit., “your assembly.”
Or “your place of assembly.”
Or “All places where God is worshipped.”
Or “from the folds of your garment.”
See Glossary.
Or “the luminary.”
Or “soul.”


^ (Ps. 74:13) You stirred up the sea with your strength; You smashed the heads of the sea monsters in the waters.



^ (Ps. 74:14) You crushed the heads of Le·viʹa·than;* You gave it as food to the people, to those inhabiting the deserts.

See Glossary.


^ (Ezek. 29:3-5) Speak these words: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: “Here I am against you, Pharʹaoh king of Egypt, The great sea monster lying among the streams of his Nile,* Who has said, ‘My Nile River belongs to me. I made it for myself.’  4 But I will put hooks in your jaws and cause the fish of your Nile to cling to your scales. I will bring you up out of your Nile along with all the fish of the Nile that cling to your scales.  5 I will abandon you in the desert, you and all the fish of your Nile. You will fall on the open field, and you will not be gathered up nor be collected together. I will give you as food to the wild beasts of the earth and the birds of the sky.

Here and below, “Nile” refers to the river and its irrigation canals.


^ (Ezek. 32:2) “Son of man, sing a dirge* concerning Pharʹaoh king of Egypt, and say to him, ‘You were like a strong young lion* of the nations, But you have been silenced. You were like a sea monster, thrashing about in your rivers, Muddying the waters with your feet and fouling the* rivers.’

Or “song of mourning.”
Or “a maned young lion.”
Lit., “their.”


^ (Isa. 27:1) In that day Jehovah, with his harsh and great and strong sword, Will turn his attention to Le·viʹa·than,* the gliding serpent, To Le·viʹa·than, the twisting serpent, And he will kill the monster that is in the sea.

See Glossary.


^ (Rev. 12:9) So down the great dragon was hurled, the original serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who is misleading the entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down to the earth, and his angels were hurled down with him.



^ (Isa. 27:12) In that day Jehovah will beat out the fruit from the flowing stream of the River* to the Wadi* of Egypt, and you will be gathered up one after the other, O people of Israel.

That is, the Euphrates.
See Glossary.


^ (Isa. 27:13) In that day a great horn will be blown, and those who are perishing in the land of As·syrʹi·a and those dispersed in the land of Egypt will come and bow down to Jehovah in the holy mountain in Jerusalem.









^ ***th p. 13 Modulation***


STUDY 10

Modulation



Proverbs 8:4, 7

SUMMARY: Convey ideas clearly and stir emotion by varying your volume, pitch, and pace.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Vary your volume. Increase your volume to highlight main points and to motivate your listeners. Do the same when reading Scriptural judgments. Decrease your volume to build anticipation or to convey fear or anxiety.

Do not increase your volume so often that your listeners feel scolded. Avoid drawing attention to yourself by being overly dramatic.








	  Vary your pitch. If appropriate in your language, raise your pitch to express enthusiasm or to indicate size or distance. Lower your pitch to express sorrow or anxiety.



	  Vary your pace. Speak more rapidly to convey excitement. Speak more slowly when stating important points.

To avoid startling your listeners, do not change pace abruptly. Do not speak so rapidly that your diction suffers.















^ (Prov. 8:4) “To you, O people, I am calling; I raise my voice to everyone.*

Lit., “to the sons of men.”


^ (Prov. 8:7) For my mouth softly utters truth, And my lips detest what is wicked.









^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 4***


4. Be patient. Do not feel that you must introduce a Bible truth immediately. Wait for the right opportunity so that you can bring it up naturally. Sometimes, this may mean waiting until the next conversation you have with the person.








^ ***lmd lesson 8 point 3***


3. Try a different approach. If the person does not immediately agree to a Bible study, do not pressure him. When appropriate, use videos or articles to help him understand what happens on a Bible study and how he would benefit.








^ ***ijwbq article 89 Are All Religions the Same? Do They All Lead to God?***


Are All Religions the Same? Do They All Lead to God?



The Bible’s answer

No, all religions are not the same. The Bible contains many examples of religions that displease God. These fall into two basic categories.

Category 1: Worshipping false gods

The Bible describes the worship of false gods with such terms as “delusion,” “futility,” and “useless.” (Jeremiah 10:​3-5; 16:19, 20) Jehovah* God commanded the ancient nation of Israel: “You must not have any other gods besides me.” (Exodus 20:​3, 23; 23:24) When the Israelites worshipped other gods, “Jehovah became enraged.”​—Numbers 25:3; Leviticus 20:2; Judges 2:​13, 14.

God still has the same attitude toward the worship of such “so-called gods.” (1 Corinthians 8:​5, 6; Galatians 4:8) He commands those who want to worship him to stop associating with those who practice false religion, saying: “Get out from among them, and separate yourselves.” (2 Corinthians 6:​14-​17) If all religions are the same and lead people to God, then why would God give such a command?

Category 2: Worshipping the true God in a way he does not approve

At times, the Israelites worshipped God using beliefs and practices borrowed from the worship of false gods, but Jehovah rejected this attempt to mix true religion with false. (Exodus 32:8; Deuteronomy 12:​2-4) Jesus condemned the religious leaders of his day because of the way they worshipped God; they made an outward show of being religious, yet they hypocritically “disregarded the weightier matters of the Law, namely, justice and mercy and faithfulness.”​—Matthew 23:23.

Likewise today, only religion that is based on truth leads people to God. This truth is found in the Bible. (John 4:​24; 17:17; 2 Timothy 3:​16, 17) Religions whose teachings conflict with the Bible actually steer people away from God. Many teachings that people think come from the Bible​—including the Trinity, the immortal soul, and eternal torment​—were borrowed from those who worshipped false gods. Worship that promotes such teachings is “in vain,” or useless, because it replaces God’s requirements with religious traditions.​—Mark 7:​7, 8.

God detests religious hypocrisy. (Titus 1:​16) To help people draw closer to God, a religion must affect their everyday lives and not just consist of rituals or formalities. For example, the Bible says: “If any man thinks he is religious but does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he is deceiving his own heart, and his worship is futile. The religion that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.” (James 1:​26, 27; footnotes) The King James Version uses the expression “pure religion” for this clean, unhypocritical worship.



^  Jehovah is the name of the true God as revealed in the Bible.






^  (Jer. 10:3-5) For the customs of the peoples are a delusion.* It is just a tree of the forest that is cut down, Worked by the hands of the craftsman with his tool.*  4 They adorn it with silver and gold And fasten it with hammer and nails so that it will not fall over.  5 Like a scarecrow in a cucumber field, they cannot speak; They have to be carried, for they cannot walk. Do not fear them, for they can do no harm, Nor can they do any good.”

Or “futility.”
Or “billhook.”


^  (Jer. 16:19, 20) O Jehovah, my strength and my stronghold, My place to flee in the day of distress, To you the nations will come from the ends of the earth, And they will say: “Our forefathers inherited utter falsehood, Futility and useless things of no benefit.” 20 Can a man make gods for himself When they are not really gods?



^  (Ex. 20:3) You must not have any other gods besides me.*

Or “in defiance of me.” Lit., “against my face.”


^  (Ex. 20:23) You must not make gods of silver alongside me, and you must not make gods of gold for yourselves.



^  (Ex. 23:24) You must not bow down to their gods or be persuaded to serve them, and you must not imitate their practices. Instead, you must demolish them and smash their sacred pillars.



^  (Num. 25:3) So Israel joined in worship of* the Baʹal of Peʹor, and Jehovah became enraged with Israel.

Or “attached itself to.”


^  (Lev. 20:2) “You are to say to the Israelites, ‘Any man of Israel and any foreigner who resides in Israel who gives any of his offspring to Moʹlech should be put to death without fail. The people of the land should stone him to death.



^  (Judg. 2:13, 14) They abandoned Jehovah and served Baʹal and the Ashʹto·reth images. 14 At this Jehovah’s anger blazed against Israel, so he handed them over to plunderers who pillaged them. He sold them into the hand of the enemies around them, and they were no longer able to hold their own against their enemies.



^  (1 Cor. 8:5, 6) For even though there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth, just as there are many “gods” and many “lords,” 6 there is actually to us one God, the Father, from whom all things are and we for him; and there is one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things are and we through him.



^  (Gal. 4:8) Nevertheless, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those who are not really gods.



^  (2 Cor. 6:14-17) Do not become unevenly yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship do righteousness and lawlessness have? Or what sharing does light have with darkness? 15 Further, what harmony is there between Christ and Beʹli·al? Or what does a believer share in common with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement does God’s temple have with idols? For we are a temple of a living God; just as God said: “I will reside among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” 17 “‘Therefore, get out from among them, and separate yourselves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the unclean thing’”; “‘and I will take you in.’”



^  (Ex. 32:8) They have quickly deviated from the way I commanded them to go. They have made for themselves a statue* of a calf, and they keep bowing down to it and sacrificing to it and saying, ‘This is your God, O Israel, who led you up out of the land of Egypt.’”

Or “molten statue.”


^  (Deut. 12:2-4) You should completely destroy all the places where the nations you will dispossess have served their gods, whether on the high mountains or on the hills or under any luxuriant tree. 3 You should pull down their altars, shatter their sacred pillars, burn their sacred poles* in the fire, and cut down the graven images of their gods, obliterating their very names from that place. 4 “You must not worship Jehovah your God in that way.

See Glossary.


^  (Matt. 23:23) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because you give the tenth of the mint and the dill and the cumin, but you have disregarded the weightier* matters of the Law, namely, justice and mercy and faithfulness.* These things it was necessary to do, yet not to disregard the other things.

Or “more important.”
Or “faith.”


^  (John 4:24) God is a Spirit, and those worshipping him must worship with spirit and truth.”



^  (John 17:17) Sanctify them by means of the truth; your word is truth.



^  (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^  (Mark 7:7, 8) It is in vain that they keep worshipping me, for they teach commands of men as doctrines.’ 8 You let go of the commandment of God and cling to the tradition of men.”



^  (Titus 1:16) They publicly declare that they know God, but they disown him by their works, because they are detestable and disobedient and not approved for good work of any sort.



^  (Jas. 1:26, 27) If any man thinks he is a worshipper of God* but does not keep a tight rein on* his tongue, he is deceiving his own heart, and his worship is futile. 27 The form of worship* that is clean and undefiled from the standpoint of our God and Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their tribulation, and to keep oneself without spot from the world.

Or “is religious.”
Or “does not bridle.”
Or “The religion.”








^ ***th p. 17 Main Points Made to Stand Out***


STUDY 14

Main Points Made to Stand Out



Hebrews 8:1

SUMMARY: Help your audience to follow along with your talk, and make clear how each main point relates to your objective and theme.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Have an objective. Consider whether your talk is intended to inform, convince, or motivate your audience, and then develop it accordingly. Make sure all main points help you to achieve your objective.

Ask yourself: ‘What questions or objections might my audience have about this topic? In what logical order would they raise those questions or objections?’ Then arrange your points in the same order so that your audience can follow along with, understand, and accept the information.








	  Emphasize the theme of your talk. Refer to the theme throughout your discourse by repeating the key words of the theme or by using synonyms.



	  Make your main points clear and simple. Select only main points that relate to your theme and that you can teach effectively in the allotted time. Limit the number of main points, clearly state each main point, pause between them, and lead smoothly from one main point to the next.

You might state the main points in your introduction to help the audience follow along or restate them in your conclusion to help the audience remember them.















^ (Heb. 8:1) Now this is the main point of what we are saying: We have such a high priest as this, and he has sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,









^ ***sjj song 72 Making Known the Kingdom Truth***


SONG 72

Making Known the Kingdom Truth


(Acts 20:20, 21)


	1. There was a time we did not know

The way a Christian ought to go.

Then Jehovah sent the light,

His Kingdom truth so clear and bright.

Our Father’s will we then could see

To serve the grand Theocracy,

To declare Jehovah’s fame,

And help to glorify his holy name.

We witness now to all we meet,

From door to door and on the street.

We take the time to help them see;

We teach the truth that sets us free.

And as we strive in ev’ry land

Jehovah’s worship to expand,

May we serve our God as one

Until Jehovah says the work is done.







(See also Josh. 9:9; Isa. 24:15; John 8:12, 32.)





^ (Acts 20:20, 21) while I did not hold back from telling you any of the things that were profitable* nor from teaching you publicly and from house to house. 21 But I thoroughly bore witness both to Jews and to Greeks about repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus.

Or “for your good; for your benefit.”


^ (Josh. 9:9) At this they said to him: “Your servants have come from a very distant land out of regard for the name of Jehovah your God, because we have heard about his fame and about all he did in Egypt



^ (Isa. 24:15) That is why they will glorify Jehovah in the region of light;* In the islands of the sea they will glorify the name of Jehovah the God of Israel.

Or “in the east.”


^ (John 8:12) Then Jesus spoke again to them, saying: “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will by no means walk in darkness, but will possess the light of life.”



^ (John 8:32) and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”









^ ***bt pp. 108-109 “We Have Come to a Unanimous Decision”***


1, 2. (a) What serious questions face the governing body of the first-century Christian congregation? (b) What help do those brothers receive in order to reach the right conclusion?

SUSPENSE fills the air. The apostles and elders occupying this room in Jerusalem look at one another, sensing that they have reached a pivotal moment. The issue of circumcision has raised serious questions. Are Christians under the Mosaic Law? Is there to be any distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christians?

2 The men taking the lead have considered much evidence. They have in mind God’s prophetic Word as well as powerful firsthand testimony revealing Jehovah’s blessing. They have expressed themselves fully. The evidence that has mounted regarding the issue at hand is overwhelming. Jehovah’s spirit is clearly pointing the way. Will these men respond to that direction?

 3. How may we benefit from examining the account in Acts chapter 15?

3 It will take real faith and courage to accept the spirit’s guidance in this case. They risk intensifying the hatred of the Jewish religious leaders. And they face resistance from men within the congregation who are determined to lead God’s people back to reliance on the Mosaic Law. What will the governing body do? Let us see. In the process, we will see how those men set a pattern that is followed by the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses today. It is a pattern that we too need to follow as we face decisions and challenges in our life as Christians.

“The Words of the Prophets Agree” (Acts 15:13-21)

4, 5. What insight from God’s prophetic Word did James bring into the discussion?

4 The disciple James, the half brother of Jesus, spoke up.* It seems that on this occasion he was acting as chairman of the meeting. His words crystallized the consensus that the body as a whole appears to have reached. To the assembled men, James said: “Symeon has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. And with this the words of the Prophets agree.”​—Acts 15:14, 15.

5 The speech by Symeon, or Simon Peter, and the evidence submitted by Barnabas and Paul probably brought to James’ mind pertinent scriptures that shed light on the subject under discussion. (John 14:26) After saying that “the words of the Prophets agree,” James quoted the words of Amos 9:11, 12. That book was listed in the part of the Hebrew Scriptures commonly called “the Prophets.” (Matt. 22:40; Acts 15:16-18) You will note that the words quoted by James are somewhat different from those we find in the book of Amos today. It is likely that James quoted from the Septuagint, a Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures.

 6. How did the Scriptures shed light on the discussion?

6 Through the prophet Amos, Jehovah foretold that the time would come when He would raise up “the booth of David,” that is, the royal line leading to the Messianic Kingdom. (Ezek. 21:26, 27) Would Jehovah once again deal exclusively with fleshly Jews as a nation? No. The prophecy adds that “people of all the nations” would be brought together as “people who are called by [God’s] name.” Remember, Peter had just testified that God “made no distinction at all between us [Jewish Christians] and them [Gentile believers], but purified their hearts by faith.” (Acts 15:9) In other words, it is God’s will that Jews and Gentiles alike be brought into the Kingdom as heirs. (Rom. 8:17; Eph. 2:17-19) Nowhere did such inspired prophecies suggest that the Gentile believers must first be circumcised in the flesh or become proselytes.





^ (Acts 15:1-41) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue. 3 So after being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoe·niʹcia and Sa·marʹi·a, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers. 4 On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them. 5 But some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: “It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.” 6 So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter. 7 After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith. 10 So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” 12 At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.” 22 Then the apostles and the elders, together with the whole congregation, decided to send chosen men from among them to Antioch, along with Paul and Barʹna·bas; they sent Judas who was called Barʹsab·bas and Silas, who were leading men among the brothers. 23 They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions, 25 we have come to a unanimous decision to choose men to send to you together with our beloved Barʹna·bas and Paul, 26 men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We are therefore sending Judas and Silas, so that they also may report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!” 30 So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, since they were also prophets, encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them. 33 After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 —— 35 But Paul and Barʹna·bas stayed in Antioch, teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah. 36 After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” 37 Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus. 40 Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah. 41 He went through Syria and Ci·liʹcia, strengthening the congregations.

Or “from generations of old.”
Or possibly, “by all means.”


^ (Acts 15:13-21) After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.”

Or “from generations of old.”


^  (Acts 15:14, 15) Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written:



^  (John 14:26) But the helper, the holy spirit, which the Father will send in my name, that one will teach you all things and bring back to your minds all the things I told you.



^  (Amos 9:11, 12) ‘In that day I will raise up the booth* of David that is fallen, I will repair the* breaches, And I will restore its ruins; I will rebuild it as in the days of long ago, 12 So that they may take possession of what is remaining of Eʹdom, And all the nations on whom my name has been called,’ declares Jehovah, who is doing this.

Or “tent; hut.”
Or “their.”


^  (Matt. 22:40) On these two commandments the whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.”



^  (Acts 15:16-18) ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’



^  (Ezek. 21:26, 27) This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah says: ‘Remove the turban, and take off the crown. This will not remain the same. Raise up the low one, and bring low the high one. 27 A ruin, a ruin, a ruin I will make it. And it will not belong to anyone until the one who has the legal right comes, and I will give it to him.’



^  (Acts 15:9) And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith.



^  (Rom. 8:17) If, then, we are children, we are also heirs—heirs indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ—provided we suffer together so that we may also be glorified together.



^  (Eph. 2:17-19) And he came and declared the good news of peace to you who were far off, and peace to those near, 18 because through him we, both peoples, have free access to the Father by one spirit. 19 So you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but you are fellow citizens of the holy ones and are members of the household of God,







^  See the box “James​—‘The Brother of the Lord.’”









^ ***bt p. 112 “We Have Come to a Unanimous Decision”***

JAMES​—“THE BROTHER OF THE LORD”


James, a son of Joseph and Mary, is listed first among Jesus’ younger half brothers. (Matt. 13:54, 55) He may therefore have been Mary’s second-oldest child. James grew up with Jesus, observed his ministry, and at least knew of Jesus’ “powerful works,” whether he actually witnessed them or not. During Jesus’ ministry, however, James and his brothers “were, in fact, not exercising faith in him,” their older brother. (John 7:5) James may even have shared the sentiments of some of Jesus’ other relatives, who said of Jesus: “He has gone out of his mind.”​—Mark 3:21.

All of that changed with Jesus’ death and resurrection. Although three others named James are mentioned in the Greek Scriptures, it was evidently to his half brother James that Jesus appeared personally during the 40 days after he was raised. (1 Cor. 15:7) This experience might have led James to the right conclusion about his older brother’s true identity. In any case, less than ten days after Jesus ascended to heaven, James, his mother, and his brothers were gathered with the apostles in an upper room to pray.​—Acts 1:13, 14.

James eventually became a highly respected member of the congregation in Jerusalem, apparently being regarded as an apostle, or “one sent forth,” of that congregation. (Gal. 1:18, 19) James’ prominence was evident when the apostle Peter, after being miraculously released from prison, told the disciples: “Report these things to James and the brothers.” (Acts 12:12, 17) When the circumcision issue came before “the apostles and the elders” in Jerusalem, James seems to have presided over the discussion. (Acts 15:6-21) And the apostle Paul noted that James along with Cephas (Peter) and the apostle John “seemed to be pillars” of the Jerusalem congregation. (Gal. 2:9) Even years later when Paul returned to Jerusalem from his third missionary tour, he reported back to James and “all the elders were present.”​—Acts 21:17-19.

This James, whom Paul called “the brother of the Lord,” evidently wrote the letter, or Bible book, bearing his name. (Gal. 1:19) In that letter, James humbly identifies himself, neither as an apostle nor as Jesus’ brother, but as “a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jas. 1:1) The letter of James shows that like Jesus, James was a keen observer of the natural world and of human nature. To illustrate spiritual truths, James drew on familiar natural phenomena, including windblown seas, starry skies, the scorching sun, fragile flowers, wildfires, and tame animals. (Jas. 1:6, 11, 17; 3:5, 7) His divinely inspired insights into people’s attitudes and actions provided excellent counsel on maintaining healthy relationships.​—Jas. 1:19, 20; 3:2, 8-18.

Paul’s words recorded at 1 Corinthians 9:5 suggest that James was married. The Bible does not report on the time or circumstances of James’ death. However, Jewish historian Josephus wrote that shortly after the death of Roman Governor Porcius Festus, about 62 C.E., and before his successor, Albinus, took office, Ananus (Ananias) the high priest “convened the judges of the Sanhedrin and brought before them a man named James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ, and certain others.” According to Josephus, Ananus “accused them of having transgressed the law and delivered them up to be stoned.”







^ (Matt. 13:54, 55) After coming into his home territory, he began to teach them in their synagogue, so that they were astounded and said: “Where did this man get this wisdom and these powerful works? 55 Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?



^ (John 7:5) His brothers were, in fact, not exercising faith in him.



^ (Mark 3:21) But when his relatives heard about it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying: “He has gone out of his mind.”



^ (1 Cor. 15:7) After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.



^ (Acts 1:13, 14) When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.



^ (Gal. 1:18, 19) Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to visit Ceʹphas, and I stayed with him for 15 days. 19 But I did not see any of the other apostles, only James the brother of the Lord.



^ (Acts 12:12) After he realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John who was called Mark, where quite a few were gathered together and were praying.



^ (Acts 12:17) But he motioned to them with his hand to be silent and told them in detail how Jehovah had brought him out of the prison, and he said: “Report these things to James and the brothers.” With that he went out and traveled to another place.



^ (Acts 15:6-21) So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter. 7 After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith. 10 So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” 12 At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.”

Or “from generations of old.”


^ (Gal. 2:9) and when they recognized the undeserved kindness that was given me, James and Ceʹphas and John, the ones who seemed to be pillars, gave Barʹna·bas and me the right hand of fellowship, so that we should go to the nations but they to those who are circumcised.



^ (Acts 21:17-19) When we got to Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us gladly. 18 But on the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present.* 19 And he greeted them and began giving a detailed account of the things God did among the nations through his ministry.

Or “came there.”


^ (Gal. 1:19) But I did not see any of the other apostles, only James the brother of the Lord.



^ (Jas. 1:1) James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 12 tribes that are scattered about: Greetings!



^ (Jas. 1:6) But let him keep asking in faith, not doubting at all, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by the wind and blown about.



^ (Jas. 1:11) For just as the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the plant, and its flower falls off and its outward beauty perishes, so too the rich man will fade away in the midst of his pursuits.



^ (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^ (Jas. 3:5) So, too, the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it makes great brags. See how small a fire it takes to set a great forest ablaze!



^ (Jas. 3:7) For every kind of wild animal and bird and reptile* and sea creature is to be tamed and has been tamed by humans.

Or “creeping thing.”


^ (Jas. 1:19, 20) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger, 20 for man’s anger does not bring about God’s righteousness.



^ (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^ (Jas. 3:8-18) But no human can tame the tongue. It is unruly and injurious, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we praise Jehovah,* the Father, and yet with it we curse men who have come into existence “in the likeness of God.” 10 Out of the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for things to happen this way. 11 A spring does not cause the fresh* water and the bitter water to bubble out of the same opening, does it? 12 My brothers, a fig tree cannot produce olives, or a grapevine figs, can it? Neither can salt water produce fresh water. 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him by his fine conduct demonstrate works performed with a mildness that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and contentiousness* in your hearts, do not be bragging and lying against the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above; it is earthly, animalistic, demonic. 16 For wherever there are jealousy and contentiousness,* there will also be disorder and every vile thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical. 18 Moreover, the fruit of righteousness is sown in peaceful conditions for* those who are making peace.

See App. A5.
Lit., “sweet.”
Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”
Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”
Or possibly, “by.”


^ (1 Cor. 9:5) We have the right to be accompanied by a believing wife, as the rest of the apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Ceʹphas, do we not?









^ ***sjj song 98 The Scriptures—Inspired of God***


SONG 98

The Scriptures​—Inspired of God


(2 Timothy 3:16, 17)


	1. God’s Word shines like a brilliant light,

Guides our feet through earth’s dark night.

If we follow it faithfully,

Surely its truth will set us free.



	2. He provides us with words inspired,

Helps us learn what is required.

Holy writings can motivate,

Show how to teach and set things straight.



	3. By these words from our God above,

We have come to know his love.

As we read in it ev’ry day,

God’s Word will keep us on the way.







(See also Ps. 119:105; Prov. 4:13.)





^ (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be fully competent, completely equipped for every good work.



^ (Ps. 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my foot, And a light for my path.



^ (Prov. 4:13) Hold on to discipline; do not let it go. Safeguard it, for it means your life.















^ ***sjj song 120 Imitate Christ’s Mildness***


SONG 120

Imitate Christ’s Mildness


(Matthew 11:28-30)


	1. The greatest of men was our Lord Jesus Christ;

By pride or ambition, he was not enticed.

God’s purpose gave Jesus the prominent role;

Yet, lowly in heart, he was always whole-souled.



	2. To all who are toiling with troublesome cares,

He offers to carry the burdens they bear.

Refreshment they find as the Kingdom they seek.

With kindness and mildness, he favors the meek.



	3. ‘We all are just brothers,’ our Lord Jesus said.

In humble submission, we look to our Head.

The mild and the meek ones to God have great worth;

He promises they will inherit the earth.







(See also Prov. 3:34; Matt. 5:5; 23:8; Rom. 12:16.)





^ (Matt. 11:28-30) Come to me, all you who are toiling* and loaded down, and I will refresh you. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,* for I am mild-tempered and lowly in heart, and you will find refreshment for yourselves. 30 For my yoke is kindly,* and my load is light.”

Or “struggling hard.” Or possibly, “weary; tired.”
Or “become my disciples (learners).”
Or “easy to bear; pleasant.”


^ (Prov. 3:34) For he mocks those who ridicule, But he shows favor to the meek.



^ (Matt. 5:5) “Happy are the mild-tempered, since they will inherit the earth.



^ (Matt. 23:8) But you, do not you be called Rabbi, for one is your Teacher, and all of you are brothers.



^ (Rom. 12:16) Have the same attitude toward others as toward yourselves; do not set your mind on lofty things,* but be led along with the lowly things. Do not become wise in your own eyes.

Or “do not cultivate lofty ideas; do not be haughty.”








^ ***w18 January p. 28 See the Difference in People***


 4. How would you describe those who are puffed up with pride?

4 After stating that many would be lovers of themselves and of money, Paul wrote that people would also be boastful, haughty, and puffed up with pride, traits that often reflect a feeling of superiority because of one’s abilities, appearance, wealth, or rank. People with such traits crave to be admired and adored. One scholar wrote the following about the person who has an all-consuming pride: “In his heart there is a little altar where he bows down before himself.” Some have said that inordinate pride is so distasteful that even the proud dislike it in others.

 5. How have even faithful ones been overtaken by pride?

5 Jehovah certainly detests pride. He hates “haughty eyes.” (Prov. 6:16, 17) Pride hinders approach to God. (Ps. 10:4) It is a characteristic of the Devil. (1 Tim. 3:6) Sadly, though, even some loyal servants of Jehovah have become infected with pride. Uzziah, a king of Judah, proved faithful for years. “However,” the Bible states, “as soon as he was strong, his heart became haughty to his own ruin, and he acted unfaithfully against Jehovah his God by entering the temple of Jehovah to burn incense on the altar of incense.” Later, King Hezekiah too fell prey to haughtiness, though only temporarily.​—2 Chron. 26:16; 32:25, 26.





^  (Prov. 6:16, 17) There are six things that Jehovah hates; Yes, seven things that he* detests: 17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,

Or “his soul.”


^  (Ps. 10:4) In his haughtiness, the wicked man makes no investigation; All his thoughts are: “There is no God.”



^  (1 Tim. 3:6) not a newly converted man, for fear that he might get puffed up with pride and fall into the judgment passed on the Devil.



^  (2 Chron. 26:16) However, as soon as he was strong, his heart became haughty to his own ruin, and he acted unfaithfully against Jehovah his God by entering the temple of Jehovah to burn incense on the altar of incense.



^  (2 Chron. 32:25, 26) But Hez·e·kiʹah did not respond appreciatively to the good done to him, for his heart became haughty, bringing indignation against him and against Judah and Jerusalem. 26 However, Hez·e·kiʹah humbled himself for the haughtiness of his heart, he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and Jehovah’s indignation did not come upon them in the days of Hez·e·kiʹah.









^ ***w06 7/15 p. 11 par. 2 Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms***

75:4, 5, 10​—What is signified by the term “horn”? The horns of an animal are a powerful weapon. Hence, the term “horn” figuratively denotes power, or strength. Jehovah raises up the horns of his people, causing them to be exalted, whereas he ‘cuts down the horns of the wicked ones.’ We are warned against ‘exalting our horn on high’ in that we should not take on a proud or arrogant attitude. Since Jehovah does the exalting, assignments of responsibility in the congregation are to be viewed as coming from him.​—Psalm 75:7.



^  (Ps. 75:4, 5) I say to the boastful, “Do not boast,” And to the wicked, “Do not exalt your strength.*  5 Do not exalt your strength* up high Or speak with arrogance.

Lit., “horn.”
Lit., “horn.”


^  (Ps. 75:10) For he says: “I will cut off all the strength* of the wicked, But the strength* of the righteous will be exalted.”

Lit., “horns.”
Lit., “horns.”


^  (Ps. 75:7) For God is Judge. He puts one man down and exalts another.









^ ***w06 7/15 p. 11 par. 3 Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms***

76:10​—How can “the very rage of man” laud Jehovah? When God allows humans to vent their rage against us because we are his servants, a positive outcome can follow. Any hardship we may experience can discipline us in some way. Jehovah permits suffering only to the extent that it provides such training. (1 Peter 5:10) ‘The remainder of raging by man, God girds upon himself.’ What if we suffer to the point of death? This too can laud Jehovah because those who see us faithfully endure may also begin to glorify God.



^  (Ps. 76:10) For the rage of man will serve to your praise; With the remnants of their rage you will adorn yourself.



^  (1 Pet. 5:10) But after you have suffered a little while, the God of all undeserved kindness, who called you to his everlasting glory in union with Christ, will himself finish your training. He will make you firm, he will make you strong, he will firmly ground you.









^ ***th p. 14 Enthusiasm***


STUDY 11

Enthusiasm



Romans 12:11

SUMMARY: Stimulate and motivate your listeners by speaking with zeal.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Get your heart involved. As you prepare to deliver your presentation, think deeply about the importance of your message. Get to know your material so well that you can express yourself from the heart.



	  Think about your listeners. Meditate on how the information you will read or teach will benefit others. Consider ways to present that information in a way that will deepen your listeners’ appreciation for it.



	  Breathe life into your delivery. Speak with zeal. Use natural gestures and sincere facial expressions to reflect your feelings.

Take care not to distract your listeners by using the same gesture repeatedly as a mannerism. Make your gestures meaningful. Express enthusiasm primarily when teaching main points and motivating your listeners to take action. Do not tire your listeners by projecting a high level of enthusiasm throughout your presentation.















^ (Rom. 12:11) Be industrious, not lazy.* Be aglow with the spirit. Slave for Jehovah.

Or “Do not loiter at your business.”








^ ***lmd lesson 1 point 4-point 4c***


4. Be observant. Ask yourself:

	               ‘What is the person currently doing? What might he be thinking about?’



	               ‘What do the person’s clothing, appearance, or home tell me about his beliefs or culture?’



	               ‘Is this a good time to talk to the person?’












^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 5***


5. Be adaptable. A conversation may go in an unexpected direction. So be willing to share something that is relevant to the person, even if that means discussing a different Bible truth than the one you had in mind.










^ ***lff lesson 15 point 4***




4. Jesus is not Almighty God


The Bible teaches that although Jesus is a powerful spirit creature in heaven, he is subject to his God and Father, Jehovah. Why can we say that? Play the VIDEO to see what the Bible teaches about Jesus’ position in relation to the almighty God.







VIDEO: Is Jesus Christ God? (3:22)








The following scriptures help us to understand the relationship between Jehovah and Jesus. Read each scripture, and then discuss the questions that follow.

Read Luke 1:30-32.

	  How did the angel describe the relationship between Jesus and Jehovah God, “the Most High”?





Read Matthew 3:16, 17.

	  At Jesus’ baptism, what did the voice from heaven say?



	  Whose voice do you think that was?





Read John 14:28.

	  Who is older and has more authority? A father or a son?



	  What did Jesus mean when he called Jehovah his Father?





Read John 12:49.

	  Does Jesus think that he and his Father are the same person? What do you think?

















^ (Luke 1:30-32) So the angel said to her: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And look! you will become pregnant* and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 This one will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and Jehovah God will give him the throne of David his father,

Or “will conceive in your womb.”


^ (Matt. 3:16, 17) After being baptized, Jesus immediately came up from the water; and look! the heavens were opened up, and he saw God’s spirit descending like a dove and coming upon him. 17 Look! Also, a voice from the heavens said: “This is my Son, the beloved, whom I have approved.”



^ (John 14:28) You heard that I said to you, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I am.



^ (John 12:49) For I have not spoken of my own initiative, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment about what to say and what to speak.









^ ***lmd lesson 11 point 3***


3. Do not talk too much. Rather than relating all that you know about a subject, focus on the material in the study publication. After you ask a question, wait patiently for your student to answer. If he does not know the answer or expresses a viewpoint that conflicts with Bible teachings, use additional questions to help him reason on the matter. Once your student understands the main point, move on.








^ ***sjj song 127 The Sort of Person I Should Be***


SONG 127

The Sort of Person I Should Be


(2 Peter 3:11)


	1. How can I repay you, what gift can I give

To thank you, Jehovah, for the life that I live?

I look in my heart with your Word as my mirror;

The person I see, may you help me see clearer.

(BRIDGE)

My life I have promised in service to you,

But not from mere duty will I do what I do.

Whole-souled and wholehearted I serve you by choice;

May I be one more who makes you rejoice.

Help me to examine, and help me to see

Just what sort of person you desire me to be.

Those loyal to you, you will loyally treasure;

May I be among those who bring your heart pleasure.









(See also Ps. 18:25; 116:12; Prov. 11:20.)





^ (2 Pet. 3:11) Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, consider what sort of people you ought to be in holy acts of conduct and deeds of godly devotion,



^ (Ps. 18:25) With someone loyal you act in loyalty; With the blameless man you deal blamelessly;



^ (Ps. 116:12) With what will I repay Jehovah For all the good he has done for me?



^ (Prov. 11:20) Those crooked at heart are detestable to Jehovah, But those whose way is blameless bring pleasure to him.









^ ***bt pp. 109-113 “We Have Come to a Unanimous Decision”***


7, 8. (a) What did James propose? (b) How should we understand James’ words?

7 Moved by such Scriptural evidence and the powerful testimony he had heard, James went on to offer these words for consideration: “Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. For from ancient times Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.”​—Acts 15:19-21.

8 When James said “therefore my decision is,” was he asserting his authority​—perhaps as chairman of the meeting—​over the other brothers and arbitrarily deciding what was to be done? Not at all! The Greek expression rendered “my decision is” may also mean “I judge” or “I give an opinion.” Far from ruling over the entire body, James was proposing for their consideration a course of action based on the evidence heard and on what the Scriptures say about the matter.

 9. James’ proposal offered what benefits?

9 Was James’ proposal a good one? Obviously it was, for the apostles and the elders later adopted it. With what benefits? On the one hand, the recommended course would not “trouble,” or “make it difficult for,” Gentile Christians by imposing upon them the requirements of the Mosaic Law. (Acts 15:19; New International Version) On the other hand, this decision would show respect for the conscience of Jewish Christians, who over the years had heard “Moses . . . read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.”* (Acts 15:21) The recommended course would surely strengthen the bond between Jewish and Gentile Christians. Above all, it would please Jehovah God, reflecting his advancing purpose. What a fine way to resolve a problem that threatened the unity and well-being of the entire congregation of God’s people! And what an excellent example this is for the Christian congregation today!

10. How does the Governing Body today follow the pattern set by its first-century counterpart?

10 As mentioned in the preceding chapter, like its first-century counterpart, the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses today looks to Jehovah, the Universal Sovereign, and Jesus Christ, the Head of the congregation, for direction in all matters.* (1 Cor. 11:3) How is this done? Albert D. Schroeder, who served on the Governing Body from 1974 until he finished his earthly course in March 2006, explained: “The Governing Body meets on Wednesday, opening the meeting with prayer and asking for the direction of Jehovah’s spirit. A real effort is made to see that every matter that is handled and every decision that is made is in harmony with God’s Word the Bible.” Similarly, Milton G. Henschel, a longtime member of the Governing Body who finished his earthly course in March 2003, presented a fundamental question to the graduating students of the 101st class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead. He asked, “Is there another organization on earth whose Governing Body consults God’s Word, the Bible, before making important decisions?” The answer is obvious.





^  (Acts 15:19-21) Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.”

Or “from generations of old.”


^  (Acts 15:19) Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God,



^  (Acts 15:21) For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.”

Or “from generations of old.”


^  (1 Cor. 11:3) But I want you to know that the head of every man is the Christ; in turn, the head of a woman is the man; in turn, the head of the Christ is God.







^  James wisely referred to the writings of Moses, which included not only the Law code but also a record of God’s dealings and indications of His will that predated the Law. For example, God’s view of blood, adultery, and idolatry can be plainly seen in Genesis. (Gen. 9:3, 4; 20:2-9; 35:2, 4) Jehovah thus revealed principles that are binding on all of mankind, whether Jew or Gentile.


^  See the box “How the Governing Body Is Organized Today.”






^ (Gen. 9:3, 4) Every moving animal that is alive may serve as food for you. Just as I gave you the green vegetation, I give them all to you. 4 Only flesh with its life*—its blood—you must not eat.

Or “soul.”


^ (Gen. 20:2-9) Abraham repeated concerning his wife Sarah: “She is my sister.” So A·bimʹe·lech king of Geʹrar sent for Sarah and took her. 3 Afterward, God came by night to A·bimʹe·lech in a dream and said to him: “Here you are as good as dead because of the woman whom you have taken, since she is married and belongs to another man.” 4 However, A·bimʹe·lech had not gone near her.* So he said: “Jehovah, will you kill a nation that is really innocent?* 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and did she too not say, ‘He is my brother’? I did this with an honest heart and innocent hands.” 6 Then the true God said to him in the dream: “I know that you did this with an honest heart, so I held you back from sinning against me. That is why I did not allow you to touch her. 7 Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will make supplication for you and you will keep living. But if you are not returning her, know that you will surely die, you and all who are yours.” 8 A·bimʹe·lech got up early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these things, and they became very frightened. 9 Then A·bimʹe·lech called Abraham and said to him: “What have you done to us? What sin have I committed against you that you would bring upon me and my kingdom such a great sin? What you have done to me was not right.”

That is, he had not had sexual relations with her.
Or “righteous.”


^ (Gen. 35:2) Then Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him: “Get rid of the foreign gods that are in your midst, and cleanse yourselves and change your garments,



^ (Gen. 35:4) So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the earrings that were in their ears, and Jacob buried* them under the big tree that was close to Sheʹchem.

Or “hid.”








^ ***bt p. 110 “We Have Come to a Unanimous Decision”***

HOW THE GOVERNING BODY IS ORGANIZED TODAY


Like the first-century Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses today are directed by a Governing Body of dedicated, spirit-anointed men. The Governing Body meets weekly as a group. Its members are also organized into the following six committees, each having its own responsibilities.

	  The Coordinators’ Committee oversees legal matters and the use of the media when necessary to convey an accurate picture of our beliefs. It also responds to disasters, outbreaks of persecution, and other emergencies affecting Jehovah’s Witnesses anywhere in the world.



	  The Personnel Committee oversees arrangements for the spiritual and personal welfare of Bethel family members, who serve in the branch offices of Jehovah’s Witnesses earth wide. In addition, this committee supervises the inviting of additional new members to serve at branch offices.



	  The Publishing Committee supervises the printing, publishing, and shipping of Bible literature. It oversees the printeries and properties owned and operated by the corporations used by Jehovah’s Witnesses and the construction of branch facilities, as well as Kingdom Halls and Assembly Halls. This committee also supervises the use of donated funds.



	  The Service Committee oversees the preaching work along with matters affecting congregation elders, circuit overseers, and full-time evangelizers. This committee also invites and assigns students of Gilead School for the purpose of stabilizing and strengthening the worldwide work.



	  The Teaching Committee oversees the instruction provided at assemblies, conventions, and congregation meetings, as well as the development of audio and video programs. It prepares curriculums for Gilead School, the Pioneer Service School, and other schools and arranges spiritual programs for branch office volunteers.



	  The Writing Committee supervises the production of spiritual food for the congregations and for the general public. It also answers Bible questions, oversees translation work worldwide, and approves such material as drama scripts and talk outlines.





The Governing Body relies on God’s holy spirit for direction. Its members do not regard themselves as the leaders of Jehovah’s people. Rather, like all anointed Christians on earth, they “keep following the Lamb [Jesus Christ] no matter where he goes.”​—Rev. 14:4.







^ (Rev. 14:4) These are the ones who did not defile themselves with women; in fact, they are virgins. These are the ones who keep following the Lamb no matter where he goes. These were bought from among mankind as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb,









^ ***sjj song 95 The Light Gets Brighter***


SONG 95

The Light Gets Brighter


(Proverbs 4:18)


	1. The prophets of old sought to learn of the Christ,

The hope of all groaning creation.

God’s spirit revealed that Messiah would come,

Providing the means of salvation.

The time has arrived, the Messiah now reigns,

The proof of his presence is clear.

How great is the favor of learning such things;

Into these even angels would peer!

(CHORUS)

Our path now becomes ever brighter;

We walk in the full light of day.

Behold what our God is revealing;

He guides us each step of the way.





	2. Our Lord has appointed a trustworthy slave,

Through whom He gives food in due season.

The light of the truth has grown brighter with time,

Appealing to heart and to reason.

Our path ever clearer, our steps ever firm,

We walk in the brightness of day.

All thanks to Jehovah, the Source of all truth,

We most gratefully walk in his way.

(CHORUS)

Our path now becomes ever brighter;

We walk in the full light of day.

Behold what our God is revealing;

He guides us each step of the way.









(See also Rom. 8:22; 1 Cor. 2:10; 1 Pet. 1:12.)





^ (Prov. 4:18) But the path of the righteous is like the bright morning light That grows brighter and brighter until full daylight.



^ (Rom. 8:22) For we know that all creation keeps on groaning together and being in pain together until now.



^ (1 Cor. 2:10) For it is to us God has revealed them through his spirit, for the spirit searches into all things, even the deep things of God.



^ (1 Pet. 1:12) It was revealed to them that they were ministering, not to themselves, but to you, regarding what has now been announced to you by those who declared the good news to you with holy spirit sent from heaven. Into these very things, angels are desiring to peer.















^ ***sjj song 97 Life Depends on God’s Word***


SONG 97

Life Depends on God’s Word


(Matthew 4:4)


	1. Life depends on Jehovah’s Word,

All the things he has said.

We must live not on bread alone;

Live by his Word instead.

Even now we have peace and joy,

Future blessings assured.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.





	2. True accounts in God’s written Word

Tell about those of old.

Men and women who walked in faith—

They were loyal and bold.

We’re encouraged each time we read

All they did and endured.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.





	3. Day by day as we read God’s Word,

He gives comfort and hope.

When the trials of life arise,

He gives wisdom to cope.

May we treasure within our heart

All we’ve read and we’ve heard.

(CHORUS)

Man must live not on bread alone;

Life depends on God’s Word.

There we find what we daily need;

Life depends on God’s Word.









(See also Josh. 1:8; Rom. 15:4.)





^ (Matt. 4:4) But he answered: “It is written: ‘Man must live, not on bread alone, but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s mouth.’”



^ (Josh. 1:8) This book of the Law should not depart from your mouth, and you must read it in an undertone* day and night, in order to observe carefully all that is written in it; for then your way will be successful and then you will act wisely.

Or “meditate on it.”


^ (Rom. 15:4) For all the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction, so that through our endurance and through the comfort from the Scriptures we might have hope.









^ ***w96 12/1 pp. 29-30 “Remember the Days Gone By”—Why?***

Sadly, the Israelites often yielded to the sin of forgetfulness. With what result? “Again and again they would put God to the test, and they pained even the Holy One of Israel. They did not remember his hand, the day that he redeemed them from the adversary.” (Psalm 78:41, 42) Eventually, their forgetfulness of Jehovah’s commands resulted in their being rejected by him.—Matthew 21:42, 43.

A fine example was set by the psalmist who wrote: “I shall remember the practices of Jah; for I will remember your marvelous doing of long ago. And I shall certainly meditate on all your activity, and with your dealings I will concern myself.” (Psalm 77:11, 12) Such meditative calling to mind of past loyal service and Jehovah’s loving acts will provide for us needed motivation, encouragement, and appreciation. Also, “remembering the former days” can serve to dispel tiredness and can spur us on to do all we can and to faithful endurance.



^ (Ps. 78:41, 42) Again and again they put God to the test, And they grieved* the Holy One of Israel. 42 They did not remember his power,* The day that he rescued* them from the adversary,

Or “pained.”
Lit., “hand.”
Lit., “redeemed.”


^ (Matt. 21:42, 43) Jesus said to them: “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone that the builders rejected, this has become the chief cornerstone. This has come from Jehovah, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 This is why I say to you, the Kingdom of God will be taken from you and be given to a nation producing its fruits.



^ (Ps. 77:11, 12) I will remember the works of Jah; I will remember your marvelous deeds of long ago. 12 And I will meditate on all your activity And ponder over your dealings.









^ ***w06 7/15 p. 17 ‘Keep Free From Murmurings’***

16. How can a tendency to complain be overcome?

16 Murmuring focuses our mind on ourselves and our troubles and pushes into the background the blessings we enjoy as Witnesses of Jehovah. To overcome a tendency to complain, we need to keep these blessings uppermost in our mind. For instance, each of us has the wonderful privilege of bearing the personal name of Jehovah. (Isaiah 43:10) We can cultivate a close relationship with him, and we are able to speak to the “Hearer of prayer” at any time. (Psalm 65:2; James 4:8) Our life has real meaning because we understand the issue of universal sovereignty and remember that it is our privilege to maintain integrity to God. (Proverbs 27:11) We can have a regular share in preaching the good news of the Kingdom. (Matthew 24:14) Faith in the ransom sacrifice of Jesus Christ enables us to have a clean conscience. (John 3:16) These are blessings we enjoy no matter what we have to endure.



^  (Isa. 43:10) “You are my witnesses,” declares Jehovah, “Yes, my servant whom I have chosen, So that you may know and have faith in me* And understand that I am the same One. Before me no God was formed, And after me there has been none.

Or “and trust me.”


^  (Ps. 65:2) O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts* will come.

Lit., “all flesh.”


^  (Jas. 4:8) Draw close to God, and he will draw close to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you indecisive ones.



^  (Prov. 27:11) Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, So that I can make a reply to him who taunts me.



^  (Matt. 24:14) And this good news of the Kingdom will be preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.



^  (John 3:16) “For God loved the world so much that he gave his only-begotten Son, so that everyone exercising faith in him might not be destroyed but have everlasting life.









^ ***w11 7/1 p. 10 pars. 3-4 Does Jehovah Have Feelings?***


The psalmist says: “How often they would rebel against him in the wilderness!” (Verse 40) The next verse adds: “Again and again they would put God to the test.” (Verse 41) Notice that the writer describes a pattern of rebellion. This ugly spirit surfaced early​—in the wilderness shortly after their deliverance from Egypt. The people began to murmur against God, questioning whether he was able and willing to care for them. (Numbers 14:1-4) A reference work for Bible translators says that the words “they would rebel against him” might be “rendered idiomatically as ‘they made their hearts hard against God’ or ‘they said “No” to God.’” Yet, in his mercy, Jehovah would forgive his people when they demonstrated repentance. But then they would return to their old ways and rebel again, and the pattern continued.​—Psalm 78:10-19, 38.

How did Jehovah feel each time his fickle people rebelled? “They would make him feel hurt,” says verse 40. Another translation says that they would “give him cause for grief.” One Bible reference work explains: “The meaning here is that the conduct of the Hebrews was such as was fitted to cause pain,​—as the conduct of a disobedient and rebellious child is.” Just as an unruly child can cause his parents much pain of heart, the rebellious Israelites “pained even the Holy One of Israel.”​—Verse 41.





^  (Ps. 78:40) How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness And made him feel hurt in the desert!



^  (Ps. 78:41) Again and again they put God to the test, And they grieved* the Holy One of Israel.

Or “pained.”


^  (Num. 14:1-4) Then all the assembly raised their voice, and the people continued crying out and weeping all through that night. 2 All the Israelites began to murmur against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly spoke against them, saying: “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why is Jehovah bringing us to this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and children will become plunder. Is it not better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 They were even saying to one another: “Let us appoint a leader and return to Egypt!”



^  (Ps. 78:10-19) They did not keep the covenant of God And refused to walk in his law. 11 They also forgot what he had done, His wonderful works that he showed them. 12 He did marvelous things in the sight of their forefathers, In the land of Egypt, the region of Zoʹan. 13 He split the sea to let them pass through, And he made the waters stand up like a dam.* 14 He led them with a cloud by day And the whole night with the light of a fire. 15 He split rocks in the wilderness, He let them drink their fill as if from deep waters. 16 He brought streams out of a crag And caused waters to flow down like rivers. 17 But they continued to sin against him By rebelling against the Most High in the desert; 18 They challenged* God in their heart By demanding food that they craved.* 19 So they spoke against God, Saying: “Can God spread a table in the wilderness?”

Or “wall.”
Lit., “tested.”
Or “food for their soul.”


^  (Ps. 78:38) But he was merciful; He would forgive* their error and not bring them to ruin. He often held back his anger Instead of stirring up all his wrath.

Lit., “cover.”


^  (Ps. 78:40) How often they rebelled against him in the wilderness And made him feel hurt in the desert!



^  (Ps. 78:41) Again and again they put God to the test, And they grieved* the Holy One of Israel.

Or “pained.”








^ ***w06 7/15 p. 11 par. 4 Highlights From Books Three and Four of Psalms***

78:24, 25; footnote​—Why is manna called “the grain of heaven” and “the very bread of angels”? Neither expression means that manna was angels’ food. It was “the grain of heaven” in that its source was heavenly. (Psalm 105:40) Since angels, or “powerful ones,” dwell in heaven, the phrase “the very bread of angels” may simply mean that it was provided by God, who dwells in heaven. (Psalm 11:4) Jehovah may also have used angels to provide the manna for the Israelites.



^  (Ps. 78:24, 25) He kept raining down manna for them to eat; He gave them the grain of heaven. 25 Men ate the bread of mighty ones;* He provided enough to satisfy them.

Or “of angels.”


^  (Ps. 105:40) They asked, and he brought quail; He kept satisfying them with bread from heaven.



^  (Ps. 11:4) Jehovah is in his holy temple. Jehovah’s throne is in the heavens. His own eyes see, his watchful* eyes examine the sons of men.

Or “beaming.”








^ ***th p. 8 Accurate Reading***


STUDY 5

Accurate Reading



1 Timothy 4:13

SUMMARY: Read aloud exactly what is on the page.

HOW TO DO IT:

	  Prepare well. Determine why the passage was written. Practice reading word groupings, not just individual words. Beware of inserting, skipping over, or substituting words. Observe all punctuation marks.

Ask a friend to monitor your reading and to point out any words that you read inaccurately.








	  Pronounce each word correctly. If you do not know how to pronounce a word, look it up in a dictionary, listen to an audio recording of the publication, or ask a good reader for help.



	  Speak clearly. Enunciate carefully, holding your head high and opening your mouth wide. Make an effort to pronounce each syllable.

Do not enunciate so precisely that your reading becomes unnatural.















^ (1 Tim. 4:13) Until I come, continue applying yourself to public reading, to exhortation, to teaching.









^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 5***


5. Agree with and commend the person where possible. He may sincerely believe that his religious beliefs are correct. Build common ground first, and then progressively help him understand what the Bible teaches.










^ ***lmd lesson 5 point 4***


4. Do not be quick to correct a person. Allow him to express himself freely. If he says something that conflicts with Bible teachings, resist any urge to argue. (Jas. 1:19) By listening to him, you gain insight into his viewpoint.​—Prov. 20:5.





^ (Jas. 1:19) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger,



^ (Prov. 20:5) The thoughts* of a man’s heart are like deep waters, But the discerning man draws them out.

Or “intentions.” Lit., “counsel.”








^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 5***


5. Be adaptable. A conversation may go in an unexpected direction. So be willing to share something that is relevant to the person, even if that means discussing a different Bible truth than the one you had in mind.










^ ***lmd lesson 2 point 4***


4. Be patient. Do not feel that you must introduce a Bible truth immediately. Wait for the right opportunity so that you can bring it up naturally. Sometimes, this may mean waiting until the next conversation you have with the person.








^ ***sjj song 96 God’s Own Book—A Treasure***


SONG 96

God’s Own Book​—A Treasure


(Proverbs 2:1)


	1. There is a book that by its many pages,

Brings peace and joy and hope to humankind.

Its wondrous thoughts are charged with such great power;

It brings life to the “dead,” sight to the “blind.”

That precious book is God’s own Holy Bible.

Its words were penned by men whom God inspired,

By men who truly loved their God Jehovah,

And by his holy spirit they were fired.



	2. They wrote a record true of God’s creations,

How by his might this universe appeared.

They also told how man at first was sinless

But how his Paradise then disappeared.

They further told about a certain angel

Who challenged God and spurned his sov’reignty.

That challenge led to sin and man’s great sorrow,

But soon will come Jehovah’s victory.



	3. The time has come with reason for rejoicing:

Jehovah rules by his anointed King.

So now we preach the good news of the Kingdom

And share the hope of blessings it will bring.

Within his book are found these cheerful tidings;

A sacred banquet feast on which to feed.

It offers peace beyond all human thinking;

This Living Treasure beckons all to read.







(See also 2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:21.)





^ (Prov. 2:1) My son, if you accept my sayings And treasure up my commandments,



^ (2 Tim. 3:16) All Scripture is inspired of God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things straight, for disciplining in righteousness,



^ (2 Pet. 1:21) For prophecy was at no time brought by man’s will, but men spoke from God as they were moved* by holy spirit.

Lit., “carried along; borne along.”








^ ***bt pp. 113-115 “We Have Come to a Unanimous Decision”***


11. How was the governing body’s decision communicated to the congregations?

11 The governing body in Jerusalem had reached a unanimous decision on the issue of circumcision. For the brothers in the congregations to act in unity, however, that decision had to be communicated to them clearly and in a positive, encouraging way. How could this best be done? The account explains: “The apostles and the elders, together with the whole congregation, decided to send chosen men from among them to Antioch, along with Paul and Barnabas; they sent Judas who was called Barsabbas and Silas, who were leading men among the brothers.” In addition, a letter was prepared and sent along with these men so that it could be read in all the congregations in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia.​—Acts 15:22-26.

12, 13. What good was accomplished by sending (a) Judas and Silas? (b) a letter from the governing body?

12 As “leading men among the brothers,” Judas and Silas were fully qualified to act as representatives of the governing body. The delegation of four men would make it clear that the message they brought was, not simply a reply to the original inquiry, but the express direction of the governing body. The presence of these “chosen men” would forge a close bond between the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem and the Gentile Christians in the field. What a wise and loving arrangement! It no doubt promoted peace and harmony among God’s people.

HOW THE GOVERNING BODY IS ORGANIZED TODAY


Like the first-century Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses today are directed by a Governing Body of dedicated, spirit-anointed men. The Governing Body meets weekly as a group. Its members are also organized into the following six committees, each having its own responsibilities.

	  The Coordinators’ Committee oversees legal matters and the use of the media when necessary to convey an accurate picture of our beliefs. It also responds to disasters, outbreaks of persecution, and other emergencies affecting Jehovah’s Witnesses anywhere in the world.



	  The Personnel Committee oversees arrangements for the spiritual and personal welfare of Bethel family members, who serve in the branch offices of Jehovah’s Witnesses earth wide. In addition, this committee supervises the inviting of additional new members to serve at branch offices.



	  The Publishing Committee supervises the printing, publishing, and shipping of Bible literature. It oversees the printeries and properties owned and operated by the corporations used by Jehovah’s Witnesses and the construction of branch facilities, as well as Kingdom Halls and Assembly Halls. This committee also supervises the use of donated funds.



	  The Service Committee oversees the preaching work along with matters affecting congregation elders, circuit overseers, and full-time evangelizers. This committee also invites and assigns students of Gilead School for the purpose of stabilizing and strengthening the worldwide work.



	  The Teaching Committee oversees the instruction provided at assemblies, conventions, and congregation meetings, as well as the development of audio and video programs. It prepares curriculums for Gilead School, the Pioneer Service School, and other schools and arranges spiritual programs for branch office volunteers.



	  The Writing Committee supervises the production of spiritual food for the congregations and for the general public. It also answers Bible questions, oversees translation work worldwide, and approves such material as drama scripts and talk outlines.





The Governing Body relies on God’s holy spirit for direction. Its members do not regard themselves as the leaders of Jehovah’s people. Rather, like all anointed Christians on earth, they “keep following the Lamb [Jesus Christ] no matter where he goes.”​—Rev. 14:4.





13 The letter provided clear direction for Gentile Christians not only regarding the circumcision issue but also regarding what they must do in order to receive Jehovah’s favor and blessing. The key part of the letter stated: “The holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”​—Acts 15:28, 29.

14. How is it possible for Jehovah’s people to work in unity in today’s divisive world?

14 Today, harmony of belief and unity of action prevail among Jehovah’s Witnesses, who total well over 8,000,000 in more than 100,000 congregations around the earth. How is such unity possible, especially in view of the turmoil and divisive thinking prevalent in today’s world? Principally, unity results from the clear and decisive direction that Jesus Christ, the Head of the congregation, provides through “the faithful and discreet slave,” that is, the Governing Body. (Matt. 24:45-47) Unity also results from the way the worldwide brotherhood cooperates willingly with the direction of the Governing Body.

“They Rejoiced Over the Encouragement” (Acts 15:30-35)

15, 16. What was the outcome of the circumcision issue, and what accounted for such a result?

15 The account in Acts goes on to tell us that when the delegation of brothers from Jerusalem reached Antioch, “they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter.” How did the brothers there react to the direction from the governing body? “After reading [the letter], they rejoiced over the encouragement.” (Acts 15:30, 31) In addition, Judas and Silas “encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them.” In that sense, the two men were “prophets,” much as Barnabas, Paul, and others were called prophets​—a term referring to those who declared or made known God’s will.​—Acts 13:1; 15:32; Ex. 7:1, 2.

16 Jehovah’s blessing was clearly upon the entire arrangement, bringing the issue to a happy resolution. What was the key to the positive outcome? Unquestionably, it was the governing body’s clear and timely direction, based on God’s Word and on the guidance of the holy spirit. Added to that was the loving, personal way in which the decisions were communicated to the congregations.

17. How was the pattern set for some features of visits by circuit overseers in our day?

17 Following that pattern, the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses today provides timely direction to the worldwide brotherhood. When decisions are made, they are communicated to the congregations in a clear and direct manner. One way is by visits of circuit overseers. These self-sacrificing brothers travel from one congregation to another, providing clear direction and warm encouragement. Like Paul and Barnabas, they spend much time in the ministry, “teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah.” (Acts 15:35) Like Judas and Silas, they encourage “the brothers with many talks” and strengthen them.

18. How can God’s people be certain to continue to receive Jehovah’s blessing?

18 What about the congregations? What will enable the congregations throughout the earth to continue to enjoy peace and harmony in today’s divisive world? Recall that it was the disciple James who later wrote: “The wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey . . . Moreover, the fruit of righteousness is sown in peaceful conditions for those who are making peace.” (Jas. 3:17, 18) Whether James had the meeting in Jerusalem in mind or not, we have no way of telling. But from our consideration of the events recorded in Acts chapter 15, it is certain that only when there is unity and cooperation can there be Jehovah’s blessing.

19, 20. (a) How was it evident that peace and unity existed in the Antioch congregation? (b) What were Paul and Barnabas now able to do?

19 That peace and unity now existed in the Antioch congregation was clearly evident. Rather than contending with the brothers from Jerusalem, the brothers in Antioch treasured the visit of Judas and Silas. The account states: “After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them,” that is, back to Jerusalem.* (Acts 15:33) We can be sure that the brothers in Jerusalem also rejoiced when they heard what the two men had to say about their journey. Thanks to Jehovah’s undeserved kindness, their mission was happily accomplished!

20 Paul and Barnabas, who remained in Antioch, could now focus their efforts on taking a strong lead in the evangelizing work, much as circuit overseers today do when they visit the congregations under their care. (Acts 13:2, 3) What a blessing for Jehovah’s people! How, though, did Jehovah further use and bless these two zealous evangelizers? This we shall see in the next chapter.

JAMES​—“THE BROTHER OF THE LORD”


James, a son of Joseph and Mary, is listed first among Jesus’ younger half brothers. (Matt. 13:54, 55) He may therefore have been Mary’s second-oldest child. James grew up with Jesus, observed his ministry, and at least knew of Jesus’ “powerful works,” whether he actually witnessed them or not. During Jesus’ ministry, however, James and his brothers “were, in fact, not exercising faith in him,” their older brother. (John 7:5) James may even have shared the sentiments of some of Jesus’ other relatives, who said of Jesus: “He has gone out of his mind.”​—Mark 3:21.

All of that changed with Jesus’ death and resurrection. Although three others named James are mentioned in the Greek Scriptures, it was evidently to his half brother James that Jesus appeared personally during the 40 days after he was raised. (1 Cor. 15:7) This experience might have led James to the right conclusion about his older brother’s true identity. In any case, less than ten days after Jesus ascended to heaven, James, his mother, and his brothers were gathered with the apostles in an upper room to pray.​—Acts 1:13, 14.

James eventually became a highly respected member of the congregation in Jerusalem, apparently being regarded as an apostle, or “one sent forth,” of that congregation. (Gal. 1:18, 19) James’ prominence was evident when the apostle Peter, after being miraculously released from prison, told the disciples: “Report these things to James and the brothers.” (Acts 12:12, 17) When the circumcision issue came before “the apostles and the elders” in Jerusalem, James seems to have presided over the discussion. (Acts 15:6-21) And the apostle Paul noted that James along with Cephas (Peter) and the apostle John “seemed to be pillars” of the Jerusalem congregation. (Gal. 2:9) Even years later when Paul returned to Jerusalem from his third missionary tour, he reported back to James and “all the elders were present.”​—Acts 21:17-19.

This James, whom Paul called “the brother of the Lord,” evidently wrote the letter, or Bible book, bearing his name. (Gal. 1:19) In that letter, James humbly identifies himself, neither as an apostle nor as Jesus’ brother, but as “a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jas. 1:1) The letter of James shows that like Jesus, James was a keen observer of the natural world and of human nature. To illustrate spiritual truths, James drew on familiar natural phenomena, including windblown seas, starry skies, the scorching sun, fragile flowers, wildfires, and tame animals. (Jas. 1:6, 11, 17; 3:5, 7) His divinely inspired insights into people’s attitudes and actions provided excellent counsel on maintaining healthy relationships.​—Jas. 1:19, 20; 3:2, 8-18.

Paul’s words recorded at 1 Corinthians 9:5 suggest that James was married. The Bible does not report on the time or circumstances of James’ death. However, Jewish historian Josephus wrote that shortly after the death of Roman Governor Porcius Festus, about 62 C.E., and before his successor, Albinus, took office, Ananus (Ananias) the high priest “convened the judges of the Sanhedrin and brought before them a man named James, the brother of Jesus who was called the Christ, and certain others.” According to Josephus, Ananus “accused them of having transgressed the law and delivered them up to be stoned.”









^  (Acts 15:22-26) Then the apostles and the elders, together with the whole congregation, decided to send chosen men from among them to Antioch, along with Paul and Barʹna·bas; they sent Judas who was called Barʹsab·bas and Silas, who were leading men among the brothers. 23 They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions, 25 we have come to a unanimous decision to choose men to send to you together with our beloved Barʹna·bas and Paul, 26 men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.



^ (Rev. 14:4) These are the ones who did not defile themselves with women; in fact, they are virgins. These are the ones who keep following the Lamb no matter where he goes. These were bought from among mankind as firstfruits to God and to the Lamb,



^  (Acts 15:28, 29) For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!”



^  (Matt. 24:45-47) “Who really is the faithful and discreet slave whom his master appointed over his domestics, to give them their food at the proper time? 46 Happy is that slave if his master on coming finds him doing so! 47 Truly I say to you, he will appoint him over all his belongings.



^ (Acts 15:30-35) So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, since they were also prophets, encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them. 33 After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 —— 35 But Paul and Barʹna·bas stayed in Antioch, teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah.



^  (Acts 15:30, 31) So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement.



^  (Acts 13:1) Now in Antioch there were prophets and teachers in the local congregation: Barʹna·bas, Symʹe·on who was called Niʹger, Lucius of Cy·reʹne, Manʹa·en who was educated with Herod the district ruler, and Saul.



^  (Acts 15:32) And Judas and Silas, since they were also prophets, encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them.



^  (Ex. 7:1, 2) Jehovah then said to Moses: “See, I have made you like God* to Pharʹaoh, and Aaron your own brother will become your prophet. 2 You are to repeat everything that I will command you, and Aaron your brother will speak to Pharʹaoh, and he will send the Israelites away from his land.

Lit., “made you God.”


^  (Acts 15:35) But Paul and Barʹna·bas stayed in Antioch, teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah.



^  (Jas. 3:17, 18) But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical. 18 Moreover, the fruit of righteousness is sown in peaceful conditions for* those who are making peace.

Or possibly, “by.”


^  (Acts 15:1-41) Now some men came down from Ju·deʹa and began to teach the brothers: “Unless you get circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 But after quite a bit of dissension and disputing by Paul and Barʹna·bas with them, it was arranged for Paul, Barʹna·bas, and some of the others to go up to the apostles and elders in Jerusalem regarding this issue. 3 So after being escorted partway by the congregation, these men continued on through both Phoe·niʹcia and Sa·marʹi·a, relating in detail the conversion of people of the nations and bringing great joy to all the brothers. 4 On arriving in Jerusalem, they were kindly received by the congregation and the apostles and the elders, and they related the many things God had done by means of them. 5 But some of those of the sect of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up from their seats and said: “It is necessary to circumcise them and command them to observe the Law of Moses.” 6 So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter. 7 After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith. 10 So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” 12 At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.” 22 Then the apostles and the elders, together with the whole congregation, decided to send chosen men from among them to Antioch, along with Paul and Barʹna·bas; they sent Judas who was called Barʹsab·bas and Silas, who were leading men among the brothers. 23 They wrote this and sent it through them: “The apostles and the elders, your brothers, to those brothers in Antioch, Syria, and Ci·liʹcia who are from the nations: Greetings! 24 Since we have heard that some went out from among us and caused you trouble with what they have said, trying to subvert you, although we did not give them any instructions, 25 we have come to a unanimous decision to choose men to send to you together with our beloved Barʹna·bas and Paul, 26 men who have given up their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We are therefore sending Judas and Silas, so that they also may report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For the holy spirit and we ourselves have favored adding no further burden to you except these necessary things: 29 to keep abstaining from things sacrificed to idols, from blood, from what is strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you carefully keep yourselves from these things, you will prosper. Good health to you!” 30 So when these men were dismissed, they went down to Antioch, and they gathered the whole group together and handed them the letter. 31 After reading it, they rejoiced over the encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, since they were also prophets, encouraged the brothers with many talks and strengthened them. 33 After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 34 —— 35 But Paul and Barʹna·bas stayed in Antioch, teaching and declaring, along with many others, the good news of the word of Jehovah. 36 After some days, Paul said to Barʹna·bas: “Let us now* return and visit the brothers in every one of the cities where we proclaimed the word of Jehovah, to see how they are.” 37 Barʹna·bas was determined to take along John, who was called Mark. 38 Paul, however, was not in favor of taking him along with them, seeing that he had departed from them in Pam·phylʹi·a and had not gone with them to the work. 39 At this there was a sharp burst of anger, so that they separated from each other; and Barʹna·bas took Mark along and sailed away to Cyʹprus. 40 Paul selected Silas and departed after he had been entrusted by the brothers to the undeserved kindness of Jehovah. 41 He went through Syria and Ci·liʹcia, strengthening the congregations.

Or “from generations of old.”
Or possibly, “by all means.”


^  (Acts 15:33) After they had spent some time there, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them.



^  (Acts 13:2, 3) As they were ministering to Jehovah and fasting, the holy spirit said: “Set aside for me Barʹna·bas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying, they laid their hands on them and sent them off.



^ (Matt. 13:54, 55) After coming into his home territory, he began to teach them in their synagogue, so that they were astounded and said: “Where did this man get this wisdom and these powerful works? 55 Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary, and his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?



^ (John 7:5) His brothers were, in fact, not exercising faith in him.



^ (Mark 3:21) But when his relatives heard about it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying: “He has gone out of his mind.”



^ (1 Cor. 15:7) After that he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.



^ (Acts 1:13, 14) When they arrived, they went up into the upper room where they were staying. There were Peter as well as John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bar·tholʹo·mew and Matthew, James the son of Al·phaeʹus, and Simon the zealous one, and Judas the son of James. 14 With one purpose all of these were persisting in prayer, together with some women and Mary the mother of Jesus and with his brothers.



^ (Gal. 1:18, 19) Then three years later I went up to Jerusalem to visit Ceʹphas, and I stayed with him for 15 days. 19 But I did not see any of the other apostles, only James the brother of the Lord.



^ (Acts 12:12) After he realized this, he went to the house of Mary the mother of John who was called Mark, where quite a few were gathered together and were praying.



^ (Acts 12:17) But he motioned to them with his hand to be silent and told them in detail how Jehovah had brought him out of the prison, and he said: “Report these things to James and the brothers.” With that he went out and traveled to another place.



^ (Acts 15:6-21) So the apostles and the elders gathered together to look into this matter. 7 After much intense discussion had taken place, Peter rose and said to them: “Men, brothers, you well know that from early days God made the choice among you that through my mouth people of the nations should hear the word of the good news and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by giving them the holy spirit, just as he did to us also. 9 And he made no distinction at all between us and them, but purified their hearts by faith. 10 So why are you now making a test of God by imposing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our forefathers nor we were capable of bearing? 11 On the contrary, we have faith that we are saved through the undeserved kindness of the Lord Jesus in the same way that they are.” 12 At that the entire group became silent, and they began to listen to Barʹna·bas and Paul relate the many signs and wonders that God had done through them among the nations. 13 After they finished speaking, James replied: “Men, brothers, hear me. 14 Symʹe·on has related thoroughly how God for the first time turned his attention to the nations to take out of them a people for his name. 15 And with this the words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After these things I will return and raise up again the tent of David that is fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins and restore it, 17 so that the men who remain may earnestly seek Jehovah, together with people of all the nations, people who are called by my name, says Jehovah, who is doing these things, 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore, my decision is not to trouble those from the nations who are turning to God, 20 but to write them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from what is strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient times* Moses has had those who preach him in city after city, because he is read aloud in the synagogues on every sabbath.”

Or “from generations of old.”


^ (Gal. 2:9) and when they recognized the undeserved kindness that was given me, James and Ceʹphas and John, the ones who seemed to be pillars, gave Barʹna·bas and me the right hand of fellowship, so that we should go to the nations but they to those who are circumcised.



^ (Acts 21:17-19) When we got to Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us gladly. 18 But on the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the elders were present.* 19 And he greeted them and began giving a detailed account of the things God did among the nations through his ministry.

Or “came there.”


^ (Gal. 1:19) But I did not see any of the other apostles, only James the brother of the Lord.



^ (Jas. 1:1) James, a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the 12 tribes that are scattered about: Greetings!



^ (Jas. 1:6) But let him keep asking in faith, not doubting at all, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by the wind and blown about.



^ (Jas. 1:11) For just as the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the plant, and its flower falls off and its outward beauty perishes, so too the rich man will fade away in the midst of his pursuits.



^ (Jas. 1:17) Every good gift and every perfect present is from above, coming down from the Father of the celestial lights, who does not vary or change like the shifting shadows.*

Or “with whom there is not a variation of the turning of the shadow.”


^ (Jas. 3:5) So, too, the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it makes great brags. See how small a fire it takes to set a great forest ablaze!



^ (Jas. 3:7) For every kind of wild animal and bird and reptile* and sea creature is to be tamed and has been tamed by humans.

Or “creeping thing.”


^ (Jas. 1:19, 20) Know this, my beloved brothers: Everyone must be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger, 20 for man’s anger does not bring about God’s righteousness.



^ (Jas. 3:2) For we all stumble* many times. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able to bridle also his whole body.

Or “make mistakes.”


^ (Jas. 3:8-18) But no human can tame the tongue. It is unruly and injurious, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we praise Jehovah,* the Father, and yet with it we curse men who have come into existence “in the likeness of God.” 10 Out of the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, it is not right for things to happen this way. 11 A spring does not cause the fresh* water and the bitter water to bubble out of the same opening, does it? 12 My brothers, a fig tree cannot produce olives, or a grapevine figs, can it? Neither can salt water produce fresh water. 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him by his fine conduct demonstrate works performed with a mildness that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and contentiousness* in your hearts, do not be bragging and lying against the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above; it is earthly, animalistic, demonic. 16 For wherever there are jealousy and contentiousness,* there will also be disorder and every vile thing. 17 But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial, not hypocritical. 18 Moreover, the fruit of righteousness is sown in peaceful conditions for* those who are making peace.

See App. A5.
Lit., “sweet.”
Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”
Or possibly, “selfish ambition.”
Or possibly, “by.”


^ (1 Cor. 9:5) We have the right to be accompanied by a believing wife, as the rest of the apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Ceʹphas, do we not?







^  In verse 34, some Bible translations insert words to the effect that Silas chose to remain in Antioch. (King James Version) However, such words appear to be later additions.









^ ***sjj song 101 Working Together in Unity***


SONG 101

Working Together in Unity


(Ephesians 4:3)


	1. From a world divided and cold,

God has brought us into his fold.

Unity and peace we possess,

Bringing us happiness.

Unity we cherish;

Harmony is sweet.

In God’s work there’s much to be done.

He directs us now through his Son.

May we serve obediently,

Working in harmony.



	2. As we pray to be of one mind,

Always tender, loving, and kind,

Love will grow and praise will increase,

Giving us joy and peace.

Peace is so refreshing,

Bringing such delight.

As we show true brotherly love,

God will grant us peace from above.

With his help, united we’ll be,

Serving him endlessly.







(See also Mic. 2:12; Zeph. 3:9; 1 Cor. 1:10.)





^ (Eph. 4:3) earnestly endeavoring to maintain the oneness of the spirit in the uniting bond of peace.



^ (Mic. 2:12) I will certainly gather all of you, O Jacob; I will surely collect the remaining ones of Israel together. In unity I will place them, like sheep in the pen, Like a flock in its pasture; It will be noisy with people.’



^ (Zeph. 3:9) For then I will change the language of the peoples to a pure language, So that all of them may call on the name of Jehovah, To serve him shoulder to shoulder.’*

Or “worship him in unity.”


^ (1 Cor. 1:10) Now I urge you, brothers, through the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you should all speak in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but that you may be completely united in the same mind and in the same line of thought.
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