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About one hundred years ago, Je-
hovah installed Jesus as King in the
invisible heavens. Since then, God’s
servants have zealously made known
the blessings that Christ’s Kingdom
will bring. Imagine! Under the loving
rulership of Jesus, the earth will be-
come a paradise, filled with people
who truly love one another. There will
be no crime, no fighting, no sickness,
no suffering, and no death.

Soon, those blessings will become
a reality. God’s Kingdom is real,
and it will come and fulfill all that
Jehovah has purposed. Pray for the
Kingdom to come, tell others about
it, and treasure the hope of all that it
will do for you.

2014 YEARTEXT

“Let Your Kingdom Come.”
Matthew 6:10
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Dear Fellow Domestics:

How delighted we are to write you
at the beginning of this momen-
tous year! By late 2014, a whole
century will have passed since our
beloved King Jesus Christ began
ruling in the midst of his enemies.
—Ps. 110:1, 2.

Early in this service year, at
the annual meeting of the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society
of Pennsylvania, the New World
Bible Translation Committee
released the newly revised English
edition of the finest translation of
the Bible available to mankind.
Jehovah used his own spirit-
begotten sons to provide the origi-
nal New World Translation. (Rom.
8:15, 16) That fact alone certainly
makes this translation special, do
you not agree?

For many years, the Writing
Committee of the Governing

A Letter From
the Governing Body
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Governing Body members arriving
for their weekly meeting, usually held
on Wednesday mornings



Body has made Bible translation its priority. Today,
the New World Translation is available in whole or in
part in 121 languages. We entreat you to show Jeho-
vah how deeply you appreciate the Bible you have.
Read it and meditate on it every day. Thereby, you will
draw closer to its Author, Jehovah God.—Jas. 4:8.

We are moved when we hear of the trials that our
precious brothers and sisters are facing. Understand-
ably, they may at times find it difficult to rejoice with
their brothers. One family in Asia, for example, re-
cently had their lives turned upside down when the
mother suddenly became completely paralyzed.
Baffled, the medical experts were unable to reverse
her condition. How sad! The husband now provides
around-the-clock care for his wife. Their son and two
daughters are setting a good example as Christians
by giving loving support to their parents. This fine
family as well as all of you who have successfully dealt
with various trials can feel the joy that comes from
enduring tests of your faith. (Jas. 1:2-4) Jehovah as-
sures his anointed ones and the other sheep that we
will be happy that we kept on enduring trials, because
we will be blessed with the gift of everlasting life!
—Jas. 1:12.

Last year, the Memorial attendance was 19,241,252.
How encouraging to see so many honor Jehovah and
Jesus Christ by attending the most important meeting
of the year for God’s people! During the Memorial
season, a great shout of praise ascended as millions
served as auxiliary pioneers in March and April. How
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inspiring! And were you not pleased to learn that
those enrolled as auxiliary pioneers during the circuit
overseer’s visit may enjoy the entire pioneer meeting
that he conducts, even if his visit is not during the
months of March or April? Spiritually wise ones un-
derstand the value of keeping active in the preaching
work and in congregation activity. Being busy helps
us to remain steadfast and immovable, foiling the
Devil’s attempts to undermine our faith and push us
off course.—1 Cor. 15:58.

How invigorating it is to note that during the past
service year, 277,344 symbolized their dedication by
water baptism and are now on the road to life along
with their brothers worldwide! (Matt. 7:13, 14) These
new ones need our support to become “stabilized in
the faith.” (Col. 2:7) Continue to encourage one an-
other to endure to the end. (Matt. 24:13) “Speak con-
solingly to those who are depressed, support the weak,
be patient toward all.” (1 Thess. 5:14) Finally, may
each of us “pray constantly,” saying: “Let your King-
dom come.”—1 Thess. 5:17; Matt. 6:10.

Please enjoy this Yearbook, and know that we love
each and every one of you lovers of Jehovah!

Your brothers,

Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses

A LETTER FROM THE GOVERNING BODY 7
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Warwick, New York:
Construction is underway at the future site
of our world headquarters

8



Jehovah gave Ezekiel a vision of a colossal celestial
chariot, which represents the invisible part of Jehovah’s
organization. Despite the chariot’s immensity, it moves
swiftly and changes direction with lightning speed.
(Ezek. 1:15-28) Exciting developments during the past
year indicate that the earthly part of Jehovah God’s
organization is likewise on the move.
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On Friday, July 5, 2013, the United States Bethel family
was thrilled to hear Anthony Morris of the Governing
Body announce: “On Thursday, July 4, 2013, an agree-
ment was reached to sell the six buildings comprising
the 117 Adams Street and 90 Sands Street complex in
Brooklyn. The sale of Buildings 1 to 5 requires that we
vacate them by mid-August of this year.”

Brother Morris explained that the Laundry and Dry
Cleaning Department, located on the sixth and seventh
floors of Building 3, would continue to function there
until mid-2014. “The 90 Sands Street building,” he said,
“will likely be vacated during the 2017 calendar year.”

An Organization
That Is on the Move

1

2

3

4

5
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The sale of the six large buildings is part of the effort
to move the world headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses
from New York City to a 253-acre property at Warwick,
New York. However, preparation and excavation at the
construction site could not proceed until the necessary
permits were obtained.

Hence, the United States Bethel family listened ea-
gerly to the announcement read by Mark Sanderson
of the Governing Body on Thursday, July 18, which
said: “We are happy to announce that on Wednesday
evening, July 17, the Warwick Planning Board unani-
mously approved the site plan for the new world head-
quarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses. This is the final ap-
proval needed to begin obtaining building permits to
start construction. It is of interest to note that last eve-
ning’s approval came exactly four years to the day since
we closed on the purchase of the Warwick property.
What is more, the events of the last few days that led
to this approval provide dramatic evidence of Jeho-
vah’s blessing.” Brother Sanderson thanked everyone
for their tireless work and earnest prayers in behalf of
this important project. “Most of all,” he said, “we give
praise and thanks to Jehovah for this important mile-
stone in the relocation of the world headquarters to
Warwick, New York.”

On Friday, July 26, Brother Morris met with some
1,000 Bethel and Regional Building Committee (RBC)
volunteers who were gathered in the new dining room
located at Tuxedo, New York, the staging area for the

Brooklyn, New York: Buildings 1 to 5 and 90 Sands

HIGHLIGHTS 11



Warwick project. After speaking on an encouraging
spiritual topic, he said that he had an announcement to
make. “In my hand,” said Brother Morris, “I have some-
thing I just received that I would like to share with you.
At the top of this form, it says: ‘Building Permit.’” Be-
fore he could read any further, the volunteers erupted
in thunderous applause. To the delight of all in atten-
dance, Brother Morris went on to read portions of the
first major building permit, which had been issued by
the town of Warwick just three hours earlier.
What Is Happening at Wallkill, Warwick, and Tuxedo?

Since the start of the expansion project at Wallkill
in August 2009, about 2,800 brothers and sisters have
served there as temporary volunteers. The project in-
cludes a new residence building, a parking garage, and
an office building. One of the present residences is be-
ing renovated, and adjustments are being made to the
printery, laundry, auditorium, services building, and
main lobby. Construction on the Wallkill expansion is
expected to continue until the end of 2015.

In the meantime, construction began at the site of
the future world headquarters at Warwick. In the few
months since the work started, grading and excava-
tion, as well as installation of underground utilities,
have been under way. Construction of the first three
buildings—the Vehicle Maintenance Building, the
Visitor Parking Garage, and the Maintenance Build-
ing—began late in 2013. These buildings are critical in
caring for the equipment and the on-site workforce,
both during and after construction. They will be fol-
lowed by the construction of residence buildings and

12 2014 YEARBOOK



the Office/Services Building, which are slated to begin
in 2014.

The Tuxedo facility, a 50-acre property located about
six miles north of Warwick, “is a support site for the fu-
ture world headquarters at Warwick,” explains Con-
struction Project Committee member Kenneth Cher-
nish. “It will house some of the volunteer workers and
will also be used to support them with meals, materials,
and equipment.” To expedite the construction project
at the Tuxedo facility, selected RBCs in the eastern part
of the United States have been assisting with certain as-
pects of the work.

Many volunteers who work with RBCs around the
country look forward to having a share in the construc-
tion of the future world headquarters. Skilled broth-
ers and sisters are already making themselves available
for temporary volunteer service on these construction
sites. Leslie Blondeau, who works in the Plumbing De-
partment with her husband, Peter, says, “Working to-
gether draws us closer to each other and gives us mem-
ories that we will cherish for a long time.”

“I am currently working with the electrical crew here
at Tuxedo,” says Mallory Rushmore. “Every day it
is exciting to see all the people here—all the volun-
teers—everyone working together.”

“This is a remarkable privilege,” says Quincy Dotson.
“I thought that I would be giving a lot of myself, but in
actuality, I’ve been gaining so much more.”

“It is thrilling to be a part of this project,” says Broth-
er Chernish. “The brothers and sisters are doing the job
quickly and efficiently, and at the same time, they’re
enjoying it immensely.”

HIGHLIGHTS 13



Jesus said: “This good news of the Kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness to all
the nations, and then the end will come.” (Matt. 24:14)
The jw.org Web site is certainly proving to be a very ef-
fective tool in reaching “all the nations” in the short
time remaining before the end comes.

A missionary couple in the Solomon Islands were
preaching in a seaside fishing village when they came
across four elderly men. They saw that the men had
mobile phones, so the missionaries asked them if they
knew how to use the Internet. They did. The couple
then showed them how to access jw.org, how to find

JW.ORG
“A Witness to All the Nations”
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their own language, how to download the magazines
and the Bible, and how to use the section for families
and children. When these missionaries are out in the
preaching work, they enjoy showing children the video
Pray Anytime. After one group of excited children saw
the video, they ran off into the tropical jungle singing,
“Anytime, anywhere, I can pray . . .”

The following are but a few of the many letters of ap-
preciation that have been received by our world head-
quarters in New York:

“My husband and I moved to Mexico, and we are
trying to learn Spanish so that we can preach to every-
one we meet. Every time I go to jw.org, I thank Jehovah
because it has helped me to listen and to learn. There is
so much available—magazines, books, music, and dra-
mas—in so many languages. I thank you and love you
for all the hard work you do.”—D.H., Mexico.

“I am legally blind, and I absolutely love your Web
site because there are so many recordings I can listen to.
I am writing to encourage you to continue to put more
of your books, brochures, and other printed material
into the MP3 format (audio files) because I can listen to
them throughout my day.”—K.G., United States.

“I love jw.org! It is user-friendly and has inspired me
to be more zealous about personal study and my minis-
try. I am 72 years old, have been baptized for 47 years,
and have pioneered for over 30 years. I am the mother
of 9 baptized children and have 16 grandchildren and 3
great-grandchildren. We now have four generations of

Turkey: For many, the jw.org Web site has made a commute to work more
enjoyable
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regular pioneers in our family. I thank Jehovah for this
spiritual food at the proper time.”—M.T., United States.

“I am writing this letter at 4:00 a.m. I often spend
nighttime hours awake because I suffer from multi-
ple sclerosis and other afflictions, as do so many of
our dear spiritual brothers and sisters throughout the
world. Jehovah continues to look after us spiritually,
and it is in connection with this that I would like to
thank you. I tend to think in pictures, which is why the
layout of the Web site is good for me personally. The
graphs, video clips, and pictures—all tied in with point-
ed, clear comments—are very much appreciated.”—B.B.,
New Zealand.

“I am writing to say thank you. I work as a doctor in a
remote part of Sri Lanka, where I do not receive the
magazines in my language. But thanks to your Web site,
I can download and read them in my own language.

JW.ORG Facts and Figures

316
Languages in which the
Web site is available

220,000�
Number of Web pages
on the site

600
Languages in
which downloadable
publications
are available

130
Requests for Bible
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over 230 countries

5
million�
Videos viewed
per month

1.5 million
Downloads per day

900,000�
Visits per day from over 230 countries



Your Web site is one of the best gifts that Jehovah has
given to people like me.”—N.F., Sri Lanka.

“I’m writing this letter to thank you for all the hard
work that you do to help people learn about Jeho-
vah. Please keep making videos for jw.org. Those videos
have helped my family and me with problems. The vid-
eo that helped me the most is Beat a Bully Without Us-
ing Your Fists. Once again, thank you for your hard
work.”—Y.S., aged 9, United States.

“I want to thank you and Jehovah for the spiritual
food that we have. The Web site jw.org has helped me
very much, especially the ‘Teenagers’ section. I also ap-
preciate the series Become Jehovah’s Friend. I have three
small sisters, and I see what a positive influence this in-
formation has on them. Despite being far away from
you, we are a united brotherhood because of the love
that we all feel for Jehovah. Thank you.”—A.B., Peru.

Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
17



On June 28, 2013, jw.org carried the announcement
that Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY (WOL) had recently
reached the milestone of supporting 100 languages.
WOL offers research capabilities similar to Watchtower
Library, which is available on CD-ROM. WOL can be
used with most devices that allow access to the Inter-
net, such as a desktop or a laptop computer, a tablet, or
a smartphone. Most of the dated library material is
from the year 2000 forward. In many languages the
New World Translation and Insight on the Scriptures are
also included. The Search feature can be used to search
for a word, a phrase, or a combination of words, as can

They Appreciate Watchtower
ONLINE LIBRARY
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be done with Watchtower Library. Using this online li-
brary, you can look up scriptures or information in one
language and then synchronize the search with anoth-
er language. Here are some expressions of appreciation
for this invaluable research tool:

“Thank you so much for WOL. When I saw this new
study tool, I was overwhelmed with appreciation. I am
not at all knowledgeable about computer programming
or Web design, yet I can tell that this research tool is of
excellent quality. Your love of neighbor, love for your
brothers, and love for Jehovah really shines through.
The design of WOL is a display of your evident care. I
could not have asked for a better gift and expression of
love and generosity from my heavenly Father, Jehovah.
Thank you so much.”—A., Argentina.

“I can’t believe it! This afternoon I went to WOL, and
Haitian Creole was one of the new languages there.
I never thought that this would happen. Obviously,
from this letter you can see that I am at a loss for words.
May Jehovah bless all your efforts, and may his holy
spirit keep guiding you.”—D.C., United States.

Number of languages (2013)
Watchtower Library (CD-ROM)

Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY

Research Guide

0 50 100 150 200

Canada: The Watchtower ONLINE LIBRARY is a powerful research tool



Caleb, the little boy in the jw.org video series Become
Jehovah’s Friend, is now known all over the world. The
first video of this amiable little fellow has already been
translated into over 130 languages, and hundreds of let-
ters have been received about this video series.

The following letter came from an 11-year-old and
her 8-year-old sister: “We would like to make a contri-
bution to the worldwide preaching work. We earned
this money by raising two beef calves and selling them.
Their names were Big Red and Earl. We wanted to give
you this money because we thought you could use
it to make more Become Jehovah’s Friend movies. We

Animated Videos
Touch Righteous Hearts
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thought it would be cool if Caleb got a new baby sister
and had to deal with all of the attention being taken
away from him. The Caleb movie is our favorite mov-
ie!”

Many children have memorized the entire video, in-
cluding the song and even the narrator’s comments.
One sister wrote that her congregation of 100 publish-
ers has 40 children, most under the age of ten. She was
sitting in the third row when song number 120 was
sung at the conclusion of a meeting. It brought tears to
her eyes to hear all the children singing “their song” so
enthusiastically.

A grandmother related that after her granddaughter
watched the video twice, she announced: “I have to
clean up my room so that nobody falls on my toys and
gets hurt.” She was so intent on her mission that she in-
sisted on tidying up her room before she sat down to
eat her meal.

In a rural village in South Africa, scores of children
were coming and going from a Witness home every
day. Some thought that it was because the family used
to sell candy. But the village children had been invited
by other children to see the animated video Listen,
Obey, and Be Blessed in their language—Xhosa. Eleven
children were present at one time, and all had memo-
rized the words of the song.

In Ecuador two non-Witness Quichua-speaking boys,
eight-year-old Isaac and his five-year-old brother, Saul,
used to save their daily snack money to buy toy guns,

Vietnam: Little ones enjoying the jw.org video Listen, Obey,
and Be Blessed

HIGHLIGHTS 21



swords, and action figures. One day their mother asked
them to tidy up their room and to put all their toys in a
cardboard box under the bed. Later, the boys were giv-
en the new Become Jehovah’s Friend DVD as a gift, and
they watched it together. A week later, while the moth-
er was cleaning the house, she found that the card-
board box under the bed was empty except for a toy car.
She asked the boys, “Where are the toys?” They an-
swered, “Jehovah doesn’t like those toys, so we threw
them in the garbage.” Now when other neighborhood
children play with toys that promote violence, Isaac
tells them: “Don’t play with that. Jehovah doesn’t like
it!”

Croatia: Kingdom songs touch the hearts of our young ones
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In October 2012 a new self-guided exhibit outlining
the history of Jehovah’s Witnesses opened in Brooklyn,
New York. The exhibit highlights the struggles and dan-
gers faced by those who sought to practice Christianity
as taught by Jesus.

In the first week alone, more than 4,200 guests and
members of the Bethel family toured this exhibit. Nao-
mi, a Witness who lives nearby, took her tour soon af-
ter the exhibit opened. “The time line format helped
me to understand when and why things happened as
they did,” she commented. “I learned a lot about our
organization and its modern-day history.”

A Fascinating Tour
Through Time
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The tour begins with the Christian era in 33 C.E. and
continues to the present. The exhibit is arranged in four
sections. Each section has a Scriptural theme and is in-
troduced by a short video that can be played in English,
with subtitles in seven languages.

The first section, “Men Have Loved the Darkness,”
draws its title from the words of Jesus found at John 3:
19. The Bible foretold that after the apostles died, wick-
ed men would “rise and speak twisted things.” (Acts 20:
30) Those who dared to resist the tide paid a heavy
price.

In stark contrast, the next section, “Let the Light
Shine,” based on 2 Corinthians 4:6, picks up the time
line in the late 1800’s when sincere Bible students be-
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gan a fresh study of the Scriptures. They abandoned
long-held beliefs that are not in the Bible and cou-
rageously preached illuminating truths. This section
tells of their growth in knowledge and numbers before
World War I.

The tour continues with a room that highlights an ac-
complishment that intrigues Jehovah’s Witnesses to
this day. In 1914 the Bible Students (as Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses were then known) began presenting the “Photo-
Drama of Creation.” Millions saw this multimedia pro-
duction, which combined still and motion pictures
with recorded sound. Exhibited items include some of
the original artwork, a short sampling of the program’s
introduction, and over 500 color slides.



Satanic persecution of Christ’s followers, described at
Revelation 12:17, is the theme of the third section des-
ignated “The Dragon Grew Wrathful.” Christian neu-
trality during times of war is highlighted here. Aug-
menting the displays of artifacts and pictures, short
video clips dramatize the attempted coercion used on
conscientious objectors, such as Remigio Cuminetti of
Italy, who refused to wear a military uniform or fight in
World War I. Another clip tells of Alois Moser from Aus-
tria. He refused to say “Heil Hitler” and, as a result, lost
his job and was eventually sent to the Dachau con-
centration camp. A reconstruction of a dimly lit jail
cell provides a sobering backdrop for pictures that doc-
ument the imprisonment of Jehovah’s Witnesses for
practicing their faith in Greece, Japan, Poland, the for-
mer Yugoslavia, and elsewhere.

The final section, “Good News for All Nations,”
based on Revelation 14:6, looks at the activity of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in recent decades. Their rapid growth,
persistent preaching, and brotherly love are reflected in
pictures that line the walls. Finally, a bank of interactive
kiosks allows visitors to explore the Bible House and
the Brooklyn Tabernacle, places used by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses over 100 years ago.

The exhibit is located at 25 Columbia Heights in
Brooklyn, New York. It is open Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and admission is free. If you are
in New York City, why not come and take a fascinating
tour through time?
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Russia: Courageous Witnesses continue spreading the good news
in the city of Taganrog (courthouse in background)



The apostle Paul urged Christians: “Keep in mind those
in prison, as though you were imprisoned with them.”
(Heb. 13:3) As Jehovah’s servants, we keep remembering
our faithful brothers and sisters and pray concerning “all
those who are in high positions, so that we may go on
leading a calm and quiet life with complete godly devo-
tion and seriousness.”—1 Tim. 2:1, 2, ftn.; Eph. 6:18.

The following are some of the legal issues that Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses have been dealing with during the past
year:

Our brothers in Russia continue “without letup teach-
ing and declaring the good news” despite an ongoing
campaign by the Russian Orthodox Church and some

Legal Report
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government officials to stop our activity. (Acts 5:42) Rus-
sian authorities persist in misapplying—to our publica-
tions and to our brothers individually—a vague law on
extremism that they originally framed to counteract ter-
rorism. As a result, Russian courts have declared that
about 70 of our publications contain “extremist” expres-
sions, and government officials have added these publi-
cations to a national list of banned extremist literature.
On the basis of this alleged danger, some local authori-
ties raid Kingdom Halls and the homes of our brothers
in order to find the publications. Police detain, pho-
tograph, and fingerprint many Witnesses for engaging
in the ministry. They often attempt to intimidate our
brothers while holding them at the police station.

28 2014 YEARBOOK



Beginning May 2013, sixteen brothers and sisters in
the city of Taganrog stood trial for organizing, attend-
ing, and participating in Christian meetings and engag-
ing in the preaching work. This is the first time since
the fall of the Soviet Union that Witnesses are facing
criminal charges for practicing their faith. Authorities
elsewhere in Russia are trying to get the courts to de-
clare our literature “extremist” and to charge our broth-
ers as criminals guilty of religious hatred.

Conditions for our brothers and sisters in Eritrea
have not improved. As of July 2013, there were 52
in prison, including eight brothers who are at least
70 years of age, as well as six sisters. Three brothers,
Paulos Eyassu, Isaac Mogos, and Negede Teklemariam,
have been in prison since September 24, 1994, for their
neutral stand on military service.

Over half of those imprisoned are in the Meiter pris-
on camp, located in the desert north of the capital, As-
mara. From October 2011 to August 2012, the authori-
ties punished 25 of our brothers by putting them in a
corrugated metal building half-buried in the ground.
In the summer months, the guards let the prisoners
out during the day to escape the building’s intense
heat. However, they receive inadequate food and insuf-
ficient water, so the brothers’ health suffers greatly.
Sadly, Yohannes Haile, a 68-year-old brother, died in
August 2012 because of this mistreatment, as did Broth-
er Misghina Gebretinsae in 2011.

Ukraine: Our brothers are preparing to rebuild this Kingdom Hall that was
vandalized and set ablaze
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Conscientious Objection to Nonneutral Service
Based on Isaiah 2:4 and John 18:36.

ˇ ARMENIA The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) ren-
dered a favorable judgment on November 27, 2012, in the case
of Khachatryan and Others v. Armenia. The government had
brought unlawful criminal proceedings against 17 Witnesses for
refusing to perform alternative civilian service under the control
of the military. Armenia has paid compensation as well as legal
expenses to the victims of this unlawful action.
Despite the favorable ruling in Khachatryan and the earlier land-
mark judgment in Bayatyan v. Armenia, as well as subsequent
ECHR judgments, the Armenian government continued to prose-
cute and convict young Witness conscientious objectors. How-
ever, on June 8, 2013, the government passed amendments to
the Alternative Service Law that seem to eliminate military con-
trol and supervision of alternative service. All imprisoned Witness
conscientious objectors were released by November 12, 2013,
and young Witness men who apply for alternative service are hav-
ing their applications granted.
ˇ SOUTH KOREA As of October 31, 2013, there were 602 broth-
ers in prison. Since 1950, authorities in South Korea have sen-
tenced 17,605 of Jehovah’s Witnesses to a total of 34,184 years
in prison for conscientiously refusing to perform military service.
Until recently, many imprisoned Witnesses shared prison cells with
criminals, even serious offenders. However, a delegation of broth-
ers called on the chief of the Korea Correctional Service to ask pris-
on administrations to separate our brothers from other prisoners.
Prison authorities acted promptly and separated the majority of our
brothers from criminals, so that by April 2013, at least 75 percent
of the imprisoned brothers were four or five brothers to a cell. What
impact has this change had on our brothers?
“We are away from such negative influences as immorality and
abusive speech,” said one brother. Another said, “Now we have an
interchange of encouragement and can hold all five meetings each
week.”
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In the meantime, 56 men who were discharged from military ser-
vice into the reserve forces and who later became Witnesses are
being repeatedly prosecuted, fined, and detained for objecting
to military training call-ups. Since they receive several call-ups a
year for up to eight years, the ongoing injustice is particularly dif-
ficult to deal with.
ˇ SINGAPORE Despite repeated requests to perform alternative
civilian service, 12 brothers are being held in the Armed Forces
Detention Barracks, each serving a 39-month prison sentence.
Another brother is serving a year in prison for declining reserve
military duty.
ˇ TURKMENISTAN Nine male Witnesses imprisoned as conscien-
tious objectors are serving prison sentences of 18 months to two
years and often face merciless beatings by prison guards and sol-
diers. When these Witnesses are released, the authorities often
prosecute them again as “repeat offenders” and place them on
a stricter prison regimen. Advocates for ten Witnesses who have
refused to do military service have filed complaints with the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights Committee.

Conscientious Objection
to Patriotic Ceremonies
Based on Daniel 3:16-18.
ˇ TANZANIA The Court of Appeal at Dar es Salaam, Tanzania’s
highest court, unanimously found impermissible the actions of a
school board that expelled five students and suspended another
122 for refusing to sing the national anthem. In a decision pub-
lished July 12, 2013, the court recognized the genuineness of the
faith of the Witness students and their constitutional right to have
their freedom of conscience and religion protected. The determi-
nation of these young ones to remain loyal to God resulted in a vic-
tory that upholds Jehovah’s name and our freedom of worship in
Tanzania.
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Freedom of Expression
Based on Acts 4:19, 20.
ˇ KAZAKHSTAN An “expert study” conducted by the Regional
Department of Religious Affairs declared a number of our publica-
tions “extremist,” alleging that they incite social and religious dis-
cord. On April 6, 2013, police in the city of Karabalyk seized liter-
ature during an unauthorized raid of a congregation meeting held
in a private home. On July 3, 2013, the Astana Economic Court
upheld a decision to ban ten of our publications, thus continuing
to censor and restrict the importation of our literature. Further, in
December 2012, state officials commenced a series of arrests
and convicted our brothers for so-called illegal missionary activi-
ty. On March 28, 2013, the Agency for Religious Affairs directed
the Regional Religious Center of Jehovah’s Witnesses to inform
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Kazakhstan that it is illegal to preach out-
side their registered places of worship. As of July 2013, author-
ities have initiated cases against 21 of our brothers and sisters.

Tanzania: After they were exonerated, these Witness youths were able to
resume their schooling
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Freedom of Assembly and Association
Based on Hebrews 10:24, 25.
ˇ AZERBAIJAN In January 2010 the State Committee for Work
with Religious Associations refused to reregister the Religious
Community of Jehovah’s Witnesses because of alleged techni-
cal flaws in the application. Despite numerous attempts by Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses to rectify the alleged deficiencies, the authorities
continue to refuse reregistration. On July 31, 2012, our brothers
brought this case to the attention of the ECHR, claiming that the
government violated our freedom of religion when, without legal
basis, it refused to grant reregistration as a religious association.
Without reregistration, our brothers do not have the benefits of
full legal status.

Liberty and Security of Person and Property
Based on Philippians 1:7.
ˇ UKRAINE Although the Witnesses enjoy freedom of worship
in Ukraine, physical assaults, arson, and acts of vandalism on
Kingdom Halls have been perpetrated against them. Law enforce-
ment agencies do not effectively investigate and prosecute these
incidents. It is not surprising that this gives opposers a sense of
impunity. Hence, our brothers have experienced an increase in
criminal acts against them in 2012 and 2013. The 5 reported in-
cidents of vandalism and arson in 2010 grew to 15 in 2011, 50
in 2012, and through the first five months of 2013, there were
23 incidents. The branch office is taking these injustices to the
United Nations Human Rights Committee.

Right to Self-Determination
Based on Acts 5:29 and Acts 15:28, 29.
ˇ ARGENTINA In the spring of 2012, Pablo Albarracini, an inno-
cent bystander during an attempted robbery, suffered multiple
gunshot wounds and was unconscious when he was rushed to
the hospital. He had previously signed a durable power of attor-
ney in which he refused treatment that involves the use of blood
products. Although the hospital was willing to respect his clear
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decision, a non-Witness family member attempted to obtain a
court order to transfuse Brother Albarracini, arguing that a blood
transfusion was necessary to save his life. However, Argentina’s
Supreme Court ruled in favor of Brother Albarracini, respecting
his right to direct his medical care even while he was in an uncon-
scious state. He did not receive a blood transfusion and recov-
ered fully from his ordeal. He was grateful that Jehovah helped
him to keep his integrity on this important issue.

Victims of Religious Discrimination
Based on Luke 21:12-17.
ˇ KYRGYZSTAN On April 16, 2013, a court made a favorable rul-
ing in behalf of our brothers in Toktogul, where a Kingdom Hall
was destroyed twice by local residents. The court convicted the
perpetrators and ordered them to pay compensation. Prosecution
of those chiefly responsible for the first attack is under way, giv-
ing hope that problems in that area will end. In the meantime, the
congregations will rebuild the Kingdom Hall.

Kyrgyzstan: This Kingdom Hall was destroyed twice by local residents
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Outstanding Legal Victories
1. The issue:Must a religious group obtain permission to hold con-
ventions and congregation meetings?
The decision: On December 5, 2012, the Constitutional Court
of the Russian Federation affirmed that the Russian Constitution
guarantees freedom of religion and ruled that our brothers may
hold religious meetings without giving prior notice or getting per-
mission from the authorities.
2. The issue:Do citizens have the right to privacy of personal med-
ical records? Background: In 2007 a deputy city prosecutor in
St. Petersburg, Russia, ordered all medical institutions in the city
to forward every refusal of blood transfusions by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses to the prosecutor’s office—but without notifying the pa-
tient. When Russian courts failed to uphold the patients’ right to
privacy, the brothers made application to the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR).
The decision: On June 6, 2013, the ECHR ruled that the prosecu-
tor’s order violated fundamental privacy rights and confirmed that
there existed no “relevant or sufficient reasons” for disclosing pri-
vate information to public officials. The decision was final as of Oc-
tober 7, when the Grand Chamber of the ECHR rejected Russia’s
request for referral.—Avilkina and Others v. Russia.

Updating Previous Yearbook Legal Reports
The government of France has complied with the settlement or-
dered by the ECHR on July 5, 2012, in a case of unjust taxa-
tion. The government has repaid the previously confiscated mon-
ey with interest, as well as legal expenses, and has removed all
liens on the branch property.—2013 Yearbook, page 34.
Jehovah’s Witnesses in India continue to experience opposition in
different parts of the country. However, they have not been de-
tained or had to face false charges as in the past. Currently, there
are about 20 pending cases of litigation to redress the wrongs
committed against our brothers.—2013 Yearbook, page 35.
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The Police Helped to Unload the Blocks
In Kutaisi, the second-largest city in the Republic of

Georgia, assemblies were held for 13 years in a dilapi-
dated, old champagne factory. Plastic sheets were hung
above the seats to keep rainwater from pouring onto
the audience. Now the brothers have a suitable, new
open-air expandable Kingdom Hall for assemblies and
conventions. During construction, 50 volunteers were
unloading cement blocks from a truck when police-
men came by to see what was happening. Impressed by
the joy and diligence of the workers, the policemen
commended them and then helped unload the blocks.

Dispatches
News From Around the World

Burundi: Malachi and his
family have felt Jehovah’s
loving hand in their lives
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They invited the brothers to call them if anyone both-
ered them. The policemen promised to attend the first
convention held at the new Assembly Hall.
He Sold His Bicycle

Malachi, an elder who lives in Burundi, earned his
living by farming and by transporting loads on his bicy-
cle. In order to support their Kingdom Hall construc-
tion project, Malachi decided to be at the construction
site every day. To do so, he needed money to care for his
family during the two months of construction. So he
sold his bicycle and gave part of the money to his wife
for his family’s needs, and he put the rest of the money
in the contribution box to help with the construction
costs. As a result of his efforts, he received good training
from the Kingdom Hall construction servants. After the
Kingdom Hall was completed, Malachi was able to find
construction work because people saw what a skilled
builder he was. In the meantime, Malachi has been able
to buy himself another bicycle!
They Were Motivated to Help

Building Kingdom Halls in remote areas of Malawi
presents unique challenges. During the past service
year, one hall was built in an area where the roads
are particularly bad. Using vehicles with four-wheel
drive, brothers from the branch delivered construction
materials to the building site. The local brothers said
that people in the community were very interested in
the project. Many non-Witnesses in the area offered to
help and worked late into the night unloading sand,
quarry stone, bags of cement, and iron roofing sheets.
In fact, there were times when the non-Witnesses



outnumbered the Witnesses! Impressed with the effort
that Jehovah’s Witnesses are making to build dignified
places of worship in remote areas like theirs, the local
residents felt motivated to help.
The Children Sold Toffee

A special pioneer couple in Côte d’Ivoire studies the
Bible in Bete, the local language, with a couple who
have ten children. In May 2013 the first assembly in
Bete was to be held in the town of Daloa, and all in the
family wanted to attend. However, the cost of transpor-
tation was 800 CFA ($1.60 U.S.) per person round-trip,
and the father could not afford to take his large family.
Determined to attend, he came up with an idea. He
gave 300 CFA ($.60 U.S.) to his oldest daughter and sug-
gested that she sell toffee, so she did. She made enough
profit to pay for her trip. The father did the same with
the other children—he gave each one 300 CFA to start a
little toffee business until they all had enough to pay
for their transportation. Finally, along with some oth-
ers, they attended the assembly. How thrilled they were
to follow the program in their mother tongue!



On October 20, 2012, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Korea re-
joiced when their renovated and newly built branch fa-
cilities were dedicated to Jehovah. The event was espe-
cially meaningful because the brothers were able to
look back on 100 years of faithful service. Moreover, in
2012, the number of publishers exceeded 100,000 for
the first time. Some 1,200 local volunteers and 239 in-
ternational servants and volunteers from nine coun-
tries worked to construct a new residence building, a
printery building, audio/video studios, and a vehicle re-
pair garage. In addition, most of the existing buildings
were completely renovated.

Anthony Morris, a member of the Governing Body,
presented an encouraging dedication talk to the 3,037

Branch Dedications

Korea
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brothers and sisters in attendance. The next day, a
special meeting was held in a large exhibition hall,
and over 1,300 congregations in Korea were tied in
through the Internet. A total of 115,782 Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses and interested ones enjoyed the delightful spiri-
tual program.

March 9, 2013, will long be remembered as a mile-
stone in the history of Jehovah’s worshippers in Libe-
ria. Visitors from 11 countries assembled for the dedi-
cation of the newly renovated and expanded branch
office. All were thrilled to hear the dedication talk de-
livered by Guy Pierce, a member of the Governing
Body. After more than a decade of civil conflict had de-
layed the planning and construction, the branch was
expanded to include adjoining property that had for-
merly been used by rebels as a hideout and refugee
camp. The 51 members of the Bethel family rejoice to
use the 35-room residence, renovated office building,

Georgia
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new shipping warehouse, new maintenance building,
and new kitchen and dining room.

The Republic of Georgia is home to warm, spiritu-
ally inclined people. After the breakup of the Soviet
Union, an extraordinary period of theocratic growth
ensued, followed by a period of severe persecution. The
opposition has largely subsided, and a major milestone
in the history of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Georgia was
reached on Saturday, April 6, 2013, when David Splane
of the Governing Body delivered the dedication talk for
a renovated and enlarged branch complex, an Assembly
Hall, and a new Bible school facility for the School for
Kingdom Evangelizers, as well as the School for Travel-
ing Overseers and Their Wives. A total of 338 guests
from 24 countries joined more than 800 Georgian Wit-
nesses for the dedication program.

The following day, 15,200 enjoyed Brother Splane’s
special talk by audio/video tie-in to congregation meet-
ing places throughout Georgia. This international
event was very moving for many. One young brother
said, “Now I know what the new world will be like.”

On June 29, 2013, a new three-story office build-
ing at the Bethel facilities in Yangon, Myanmar, was
dedicated. Guy Pierce of the Governing Body gave the
dedication talk to an audience of 1,013 that included
guests from 11 other countries. The group of Myanmar
brothers and sisters assigned to welcome these guests at
the Yangon International Airport were approached by
a man from a country where the work of Jehovah’s
Witnesses is banned. He pointed to the “Welcome Je-
hovah’s Witnesses” signs that they were holding and
asked, “Are you welcoming witnesses for some kind of
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court case?” “No, we are welcoming our friends,” they
replied. “So who is this Jehovah?” the man asked. Need-
less to say, the brothers and sisters gave him a fine wit-
ness. The day after the dedication program, a special
meeting was held at the Myanmar Convention Center,
where Brother Pierce spoke on the subject “Serve Jeho-
vah With an Understanding Heart.” The program was
tied in by telephone to six other locations throughout
Myanmar, enabling a total of 2,963 to hear the timely
information. One of the bus drivers who drove a group
of local brothers and sisters to the special meeting in
Yangon remarked: “I notice that you people are entirely
different from other religions. You are well-behaved,
well-dressed, and very kind. I have been driving bus
groups for many years, but never have I seen such de-
cent people!”

Jehovah’s loyal servants in Moldova had good reason
to rejoice on Wednesday, July 3, 2013, when Stephen
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Lett of the Governing Body gave the dedication talk
for the newly expanded branch facilities. The expan-
sion includes a three-story building with a literature de-
pot and ten residence rooms, as well as a two-story
Kingdom Hall, which is being used by seven congrega-
tions. The 33 members of the Moldova Bethel family
were happy to welcome visitors from Germany, Ireland,
Netherlands, Romania, Russia, Ukraine, and the United
States. Also in attendance were a number of brothers
and sisters who served Jehovah faithfully while the
work was under ban, some of whom helped to copy and
distribute literature during that time. Among the at-
tendees were many who had been deported with their
parents to Siberia during the various campaigns against
Jehovah’s Witnesses in the former Soviet Union. On
Sunday, Brother Lett gave a stirring talk that was inter-
preted into Romanian and Russian for an audience of
14,705—the largest gathering of Jehovah’s Witnesses
ever held in Moldova.
Keep On Praying, and Do Not Give Up

Jesus emphasized that we should ‘pray and not give
up.’ (Luke 18:1) When you express yourself in prayer,
you fortify your hope. Hence, “pray constantly,” yes,
“persevere in prayer.” (1 Thess. 5:17; Rom. 12:12) As
you do so, “may the God of peace . . . equip you
with every good thing to do his will, working in [you]
through Jesus Christ what is well-pleasing in his sight.”
—Heb. 13:20, 21.

Myanmar: Local publishers welcome visitors to the branch dedication
program
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“I Am Now Ready to Leave
Babylon the Great”

Thomson, a young man who
lives in Uganda, had become
dissatisfied with religion. Ap-
palled by the clergy’s emphasis
on money, he stopped attending
all religious services. Yet, he con-
tinued to read his Bible daily. He
was particularly intrigued by the
book of Revelation and tried to
interpret it, making notes in a
small book. When a brother met
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Thomson at his place of work, a small construction site,
he found him reading his Bible. An animated discus-
sion ensued, and Thomson accepted the book What
Does the Bible Really Teach? He read it from cover to
cover in one night. The next day, the brother received a
text message that said: “Thank the Lord for the infor-
mation you gave me. I am now ready to leave Babylon
the Great.” Thomson asked for all the publications re-
ferred to in the footnotes and appendixes of the book.
He immersed himself in his Bible study, made rapid
progress, and was baptized at the 2012 “Safeguard Your
Heart!” District Convention. In March 2013, Thomson
began serving as a regular pioneer, helping others see
the need to leave Babylon the Great.
Eight Brothers Studied With Him

Jimmy grew up in Port Louis, the capital of Mauriti-
us. He started drinking at the age of sixteen and soon
began getting drunk every day. Under the influence of
alcohol, he often lost all self-control and was sent to
prison several times. Sometimes he drank up to three
bottles of rum and smoked sixty cigarettes in one day. If
he ran out of money, he would drink alcohol used for
cleaning windows. He even drank his mother’s eau de
cologne. When someone told him that he looked like a
living corpse, he checked himself into a detoxification
center. He stayed there for a year and a half, but it real-
ly did not help him.

Eventually, Jimmy met Jehovah’s Witnesses and ac-
cepted a Bible study. Occasionally, he would leave the
study to get a drink. Over time, eight brothers studied
with him. Jimmy eventually realized that he had to
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change his way of life. He said: “I felt as though the
spiritual sword of Hebrews 4:12 were piercing my heart.
One day while reading my Bible, I saw Proverbs 24:16,
which says: ‘The righteous one may fall seven times,
and he will get up again.’ That was the turning point
in my life.” After “falling” with seven brothers who
studied with him, Jimmy was determined to change
and to “get up” with the help of the eighth brother.
Jimmy implored Jehovah for strength, attended con-
gregation meetings, and got rid of his bad habits. He
was baptized in 2003 and became a regular pioneer in
2012. He now serves as a ministerial servant in a con-
gregation on the island of Rodrigues.
“Jehovah and the Angels Will Be My Friends”

Seventy-year-old Mary in Kenya had been a member
of the Presbyterian Church all her life. She was a prolif-
ic fund-raiser and had helped build one of the local
churches. When one of her sons became a Witness, she
was not happy. He would invite her to the congregation
meetings, but Mary refused to attend, saying that she
wanted to hear the Bible’s message in her own lan-
guage, Kikuyu, and not in Swahili. Finally, Mary accept-
ed an invitation to attend a district convention that was
going to be held in the Kikuyu language. At the conven-
tion she sat in the section for the elderly. She was great-
ly impressed by the kind and loving way in which she
was treated. Mary said that she had never experienced
such love in her church. She listened attentively to all
the talks and was happy with what she heard. When

Rodrigues: Jimmy was determined to change his lifestyle
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she was offered a Bible study using the Listen to God
brochure, she immediately accepted.

After studying for a few months, Mary decided that
she wanted to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, so she re-
signed from her church. The church leaders were furi-
ous. They called a pastor from the capital, Nairobi, to
come and talk to her. The pastor tried to persuade Mary
not to leave the church, but she stood firm. “Who will
be your friends if you leave the church?” he asked. “You
have many friends and neighbors who are members of
the church.”

“Jehovah and the angels will be my friends,” an-
swered Mary. “And the Witnesses will be my friends
too.”

Having failed to dissuade Mary, the pastor left. Mary
continues to make good progress in her Bible study and
is attending all Christian meetings, even though she
lives far from where they are held. Recently, when she
was not able to take public transportation to the meet-
ing, she walked for two hours in the rain to attend. In
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spite of opposition from neighbors, Mary is determined
to reach her goal of baptism.
The Pastor Tripped Her!

A 14-year-old girl named Ashton lives in Cameroon.
When she started to study the Bible with Jehovah’s
Witnesses, she met stiff opposition from her aunt and
uncle with whom she lives. They insisted that she at-
tend religious services with them at the Pentecostal
church. During one of the services, the pastor laid her
hands on the heads of those in attendance, transmit-
ting the “spirit,” causing them to fall down. Ashton did
not fall. The pastor prayed and prayed, but Ashton re-
mained standing. So the pastor tripped her to make her
fall! Upon returning home, Ashton told her aunt and
uncle that she had been tripped, but they did not be-
lieve her. She decided right then and there that she
would never again go to church. Today, despite the op-
position and the insults from her family and neigh-
bors, Ashton continues to attend meetings at the King-
dom Hall.
An Invitation From a Toddler

Although Anilpa was only 17 months old, she had a
zealous share in the campaign to invite others to attend
last year’s district convention in Angola. Anilpa’s “as-
signment” was to knock on the doors and wait to hand
invitations to the householders while her mother brief-
ly explained the reason for their visit. Full of enthu-
siasm, Anilpa was not always willing to wait for her

Liberia: Preparing seating for the Memorial. In 2013, the 6,148
publishers enjoyed an attendance of 81,762
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mother to finish before starting to knock on the next
door. She made a very good impression on the house-
holders. For example, on the last day of the convention,
a woman approached little Anilpa and said: “I was look-
ing for you. I am so happy I found you, since you were
the one who invited me to attend the convention.”
Tired of Being Oppressed

In August 2012, publishers from the Antaviranambo
Congregation in Madagascar met a group of people
who said that they wanted to become Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. The people felt oppressed by their church lead-
ers, who taught one thing and practiced another. The
church members said that their churches had no pro-
grams to teach them about the Bible and no publica-
tions to explain their beliefs. Church fees were high,
there was no real brotherhood, and there was no evi-
dence of true Christian love. They also said that they
knew that Jehovah’s Witnesses were not experiencing
those problems.
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Later, the group wrote to the branch office. The letter
said: “We are writing to let you know about our desire
to serve Jehovah. However, we live far away. For some of
us, it is a 9- to 15-hour walk to get to the meetings. So,
we beg you, please send somebody to help us study the
Bible. We cannot fulfill our desire to serve Jehovah
with our whole heart unless you give us some help to
strengthen our love for him. There are 215 of us from at
least three different villages. We belonged to different
religions, but now we all yearn to serve and obey Jeho-
vah with our whole heart. We trust that you will help
us.”

The brothers went to meet this group of people, walk-
ing nine hours to the first village. There the broth-
ers held a meeting, and 65 interested ones attended.
Word quickly spread, and people from other villages
expressed their desire to be visited and to be taught the
Bible. So the brothers walked another four hours to a
second village and held a meeting that more than 80
people attended. There they met others who begged
them to come to their village, which was a two-hour
walk away. The brothers willingly complied and held a
meeting there too. Over 50 people attended.

On two different occasions, over 30 of these villagers
came to the assembly in Mahanoro, walking for a day
and a half each way. Twenty five of them—couples, en-
tire families, and elderly ones—came for the visit of the
circuit overseer. They all stayed in one house, sharing
their thoughts and asking questions late into the night.
The villagers said that many more wanted to join the
Witnesses in their worship because people were tired of
being oppressed by their religious leaders.
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They Invited a Couple to Stay in
Their Home

In Las Vegas, Nevada, a non-
Witness couple wanted a peace-
ful place to live, so they sold
their home in order to move to
the Dominican Republic. How-
ever, they had to leave their
house ten days before their
flight was scheduled. To help
them, their neighbors, who
were Jehovah’s Witnesses, invit-
ed the couple to stay with them
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in their home. During their stay the couple attended a
meeting at the Kingdom Hall. They were surprised and
found it interesting to hear the date 1914 mentioned.
They knew that this was a key date in world history.
Once the couple arrived in the Dominican Republic,
they requested a Bible study from the first Witnesses
who called on them. Fourteen months later, they were
both dedicated and baptized.
Just What She Needed

The brothers set up a literature stand at the 2012 In-
ternational Book Fair in Panama City, Panama. Two
school girls approached the stand. One of the girls told
the sister who was tending the stand that she was upset.
The girl explained that her father was a drug addict and
that she did not know how to deal with the situation.
The sister showed the girl chapter 23 of the book Ques-
tions Young People Ask—Answers That Work, Volume 2,
entitled “What if My Parent Is Addicted to Drugs or Al-
cohol?” The girl exclaimed: “This is just what I need!”
The girls hugged the sister and returned an hour later to
thank her again. During the five days that the fair last-
ed, the brothers placed 1,046 books, 1,116 magazines,
and 449 brochures. Fifty-six people left their addresses
so that the Witnesses could visit them.
Four Years of Preaching on His Own

Fredy, whose mother tongue is Cabecar, lives in a re-
mote mountain community in Costa Rica. Some four
years ago while working in the capital, San José, Fredy

Costa Rica: Fredy, who now serves as a regular pioneer, travels long
distances to conduct Bible studies
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obtained the book What Does the Bible Really Teach?
and the brochure What Does God Require of Us? The
publisher who placed the literature with Fredy told him
to go and preach to his people, so he returned to his
community. Fredy studied the Bible Teach book on his
own and made changes in his life, such as legalizing his
marriage. Then he taught the Cabecar people the truth
as best he could.

Fredy arranged classes for his Bible students. He had
six levels of classes, assigning students according to
how well they did on an exam that he gave them to
test their Bible knowledge. He organized meetings and
even held the Memorial, writing up his own invita-
tions, which stated: “Jehovah’s Witnesses invite you to
attend the Memorial of Christ’s death with us.” He did
all of this for four years without any further contact
with the Witnesses! Meanwhile, he prayed to Jehovah
to send Witnesses to help him.

Recently, Fredy’s prayer was answered. Some Witness-
es made the difficult trip to his community and were
amazed to see all that he had accomplished. They re-
ported, “Although Fredy is not a baptized Witness, he
lives like one!”After just three months, he was approved
as an unbaptized publisher. In order to get baptized, Fre-
dy came down the mountain to attend his first conven-
tion, bringing along 19 of his Bible students. Now he
has organized three additional Cabecar-speaking groups
in settlements even more isolated than his own.
She Defended Her Faith at School

One day Anna, who attends high school in the Unit-
ed States, had to defend her faith against several of her
peers who were outraged that she did not believe in the
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Trinity. “They started to gang up on me,” reports Anna,
“but I kept calm because I did not want to give onlook-
ers a bad opinion of Jehovah’s Witnesses.” That night
she prayed to Jehovah for courage and did research on
the Trinity doctrine. The next day, Anna brought her
Bible to school. Her classmates surrounded her, many
of them snickering. Nevertheless, she courageously
shared several scriptures and reasoned on them. Even-
tually, those arguing with her became speechless. The
primary antagonist, who was also the class president,
ended up confessing that she now respects Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Throughout the school year, she asked Anna
various questions about her beliefs.
A Broken Shoe at the Right Time

A young woman in Barbados was walking to church
one Sunday morning when a strap on her shoe broke.
She went to a nearby house and asked for a safety pin to
fix the shoe. It happened to be the home of a Witness

Catamarca, Argentina
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sister and her daughter. While the young woman was re-
pairing her shoe, the sister explained to her how Bible
prophecies are now being fulfilled. The sister’s daughter
then invited the young woman to attend the meeting
with them at the Kingdom Hall later that morning. See-
ing that she was late for her church service, the woman
decided to accept the invitation. During the meeting,
she looked up all the scriptures in her King James Bible.
The program deeply impressed her. She said that she
was tired of hearing the noise of drums and shouting in
her church and that she had always wanted to study
her Bible in a quiet atmosphere. She accepted the Bible
Teach book as well as a Bible study. She attends all the
meetings and eagerly participates in them.
Only One Person Can Stop Him From Preaching

A young brother in Guyana relates: “I like to witness
to my classmates at school, but there is one boy who
does not like it when I preach. One day, he pushed me
against a wall and said to me, ‘Stop preaching!’ I replied
that the only person who can stop me is Jehovah. As
I continued preaching, the boy cut my backpack. He
then punched me in the face, splitting my lip. Both of
us were called to the office of the head teacher, who
asked me what I had done to cause the boy to punch me
in the face. I replied that I was preaching the good
news, and that is why the boy was fighting with me.
The head teacher asked why I did not fight back, even
suggesting that I should have done so. I said that I had
learned from the Bible at Romans 12:17 that Christians
should ‘return evil for evil to no one.’ On hearing that,
the head teacher excused me and said that she would
deal with the boy who attacked me.”
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Help for a Man Who Is Blind,
Deaf, and Mute

In 1999, the sign-language
congregation in Kobe, Japan,
learned of a deaf man named
Hirofumi. When a brother tried
to call on Hirofumi, his moth-
er refused to let the brother see
him. The brother called repeat-
edly and pleaded with the moth-
er, and eventually she brought
Hirofumi to the door. His hair
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and his beard were long and unkempt. He looked like
someone who had been stranded on a deserted island
for decades. His face was expressionless. Not only was
Hirofumi deaf but he was also blind. The brother was
stunned but then took Hirofumi’s hands and began to
do tactile signing. There was no response of any kind.
Hirofumi had been isolated from people and had not
communicated with anyone since he lost his eyesight
ten years earlier at the age of 31.

The brother returned two days later. Hirofumi’s
mother was amazed, having assumed that the brother
would give up after seeing her son’s condition. Again
the brother pleaded with the mother to allow him to
see Hirofumi, so the mother brought him to the door.
After a month of visits and still no response from Hiro-
fumi, the mother told the brother not to bother to
come anymore. Nevertheless, the brother persisted. He
took cakes to the home and did what he could to show
that he cared. After two more months and still no re-
sponse from Hirofumi, the brother felt that he was get-
ting nowhere.

The brother decided to make one last visit. Before
going to the house, he prayed to Jehovah for help to de-
termine if he should keep calling on Hirofumi. When
the brother arrived at the house, he took Hirofumi’s
hands and signed that there is a God named Jehovah
who was constantly watching him from heaven and
who understood his sufferings more than anyone else.

Istanbul, Turkey: A brother using the Good News brochure while engaged
in street witnessing
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Jehovah cared about him and wanted to deliver him
from distress. That was why one of his Witnesses had
come to him. At first Hirofumi showed no reaction; but
then he gave the brother’s hand a firm handshake,
and a tear trickled down his cheek. Moved by this,
the brother shed tears with him. A Bible study was
started.

After studying 11 years, Hirofumi began to associate
with the local congregation instead of traveling the
long distance to the sign-language congregation as he
had been doing. No one in the local congregation knew
how to sign, but over the next 18 months, 22 brothers
and sisters in the congregation learned to sign so that
they could help Hirofumi. In January of 2012, Hiro-

Philippines: Floren conducting a Bible study early in the morning
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fumi handled his first assignment on the Theocratic
Ministry School, with someone interpreting his signs.
In October of the same year, he became an unbaptized
publisher.
He Studies With Security Guards

Floren, a pioneer who lives in the Philippines, con-
ducts an average of 25 Bible studies, most of which are
with security guards. These men often work evenings
—some through the entire night. Consequently, Floren
has to be flexible. He goes to the guards’ workplaces and
studies with them when they have a break or at other
appropriate times that do not interfere with their work.
He conducts some studies between seven o’clock and
eleven o’clock at night, others between five o’clock and
nine o’clock in the morning. Sometimes he arranges to
arrive when shifts are about to change. In this way, he
can study with the guard who is about to go on duty
and then study with the guard who has just finished his
duty. Floren says, “By having so many Bible studies, I
have experienced a joy that I had never known before.”
Some of the security guards now attend meetings at the
Kingdom Hall. One of Floren’s Bible students is now
baptized and serves as a regular pioneer.
They Were Willing to Take the Risk

While in the ministry one rainy day in Armenia, two
of our sisters saw a mother and daughter on the street
and offered them a tract. To the sisters’ surprise, the
mother, whose name is Marusya, said that she and her
daughter, Yeva, had been outside in the bad weather for
two hours, hoping to meet Jehovah’s Witnesses. Why?
While in prison, Marusya’s brother had learned the
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truth from brothers who were there because of their
neutral stand. Marusya expected him to come out of
prison a hardened and aggressive individual. Instead,
he had become more balanced and calm. As he contin-
ued to associate with the Witnesses, Marusya’s brother
made further changes for the better. All of this did not
make sense to Marusya and her daughter because they
had repeatedly seen defamatory propaganda about Je-
hovah’s Witnesses on posters in the city and on televi-
sion programs. Yeva wondered: ‘My uncle is such a
wonderful person. So why are there so many bad things
being said about Jehovah’s Witnesses?’ Determined to
settle the question, she said to her mother: “We’ll nev-
er find out about these people unless we’re willing to
take a risk. Let’s go find Jehovah’s Witnesses right now
and put an end to our confusion.”And that is what they
were doing the day the sisters met them. Two days later,
a Bible study was started with both mother and daugh-
ter. They began to attend meetings and have progressed
to the point of becoming unbaptized publishers.
The Children Brought the Magazines

In Adana, Turkey, a woman who had experienced se-
rious personal and family problems and who had even
contemplated suicide found two of our magazines in
front of her door. Apparently, some children in the
neighborhood had found them on the ground and
placed them there, believing that they belonged to her.
The woman was greatly impressed by the life stories in
the magazines, and she wished that her life could be
transformed in a similar way. The woman called a tele-
phone number that was written on one of the maga-
zines and contacted a pioneer sister who lived close by.
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A Bible study was started. The woman appreciated what
she learned and expressed her desire to attend meet-
ings. As it turned out, her apartment was located near
the Kingdom Hall. She started attending meetings im-
mediately and continues to do so.
Ten Days in Jail Did Not Change His Mind

Bam, who was a policeman and a churchgoer in Ne-
pal, met a special pioneer couple on the street while he
was on duty. He was impressed that they answered all
his questions by opening the Bible. Bam accepted a Bi-
ble study, and soon he began to attend meetings. As his
study progressed, his conscience began to bother him
about his work, so he asked his superiors for an office
job, which would not require him to carry weapons.
The superiors agreed. However, after attending a dis-
trict convention, Bam again began to struggle with his
conscience and decided to leave the police force al-
together.

Bam’s wife was not happy with this decision, since a
job with the police force meant not only an appealing
social standing but also good wages, benefits, and a
good pension. To persuade him to change his mind,
she suggested, “If you stay on the police force, I will
study the Bible with the Witnesses.” When that did not
work, she convinced the police captain to put Bam in
jail, hoping that he might see things her way. After
spending ten days in jail, Bam was released, but he was
still determined to find a different job. He took up
work as a bicycle-rickshaw driver, which meant work-
ing long hours in the hot sun. Despite the challenges,
he was happy. He continued to make spiritual progress
and became a publisher. In time, his wife’s opposition
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subsided. Because of the kindness shown to her by the
brothers and sisters in the congregation, she started to
study. Bam continues to provide for his family, earning
more as a rickshaw driver than he did as a policeman.
He was baptized at an assembly in February 2013, and
now his wife and son attend meetings with him.
She Wanted to Be an Auxiliary Pioneer

Myeong-hee, a sister living in Korea, has a problem
with one of her legs because of a paralysis that she suf-
fered when she was two years old. She becomes easily
exhausted and at times falls down. In addition, she en-
dures frequent panic attacks and side effects caused
by her medication. It is difficult for Myeong-hee to
breathe, and the tension and anxiety she feels cause her
pain. Despite these problems, Myeong-hee wanted to
auxiliary pioneer and has done so nearly every month
for the past two years. She thanks Jehovah for provid-
ing her with strength to carry out her ministry.
“I Have Been Looking for It for 30 Years!”

Agnes, a missionary in Indonesia, used to witness to
a middle-aged woman who was expecting a baby. The
woman sold vegetables in a local market. She loved
reading our magazines and enjoyed having Bible dis-
cussions when she was not too busy. One day when
Agnes went to the market to visit the woman, she was
not there. Her husband told Agnes that his wife had just
given birth. Agnes decided to visit her. She brought the
book My Book of Bible Stories wrapped as a gift. The

Nepal: When Bam changed his job, he and his family were able
to make spiritual progress
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woman was pleasantly surprised that Agnes had come
to see her and the baby, but she was even more sur-
prised when Agnes handed her the gift. The woman un-
wrapped the book, looked at it with disbelief, and said:
“Where did you find this book? I have been looking for
it for 30 years! I visited all the bookshops and asked
everyone. Nobody had it, nobody knew about it, and
no other book even came close to it.” It turns out that
when the woman was a child, her uncle had the Bible
Stories book, and she loved reading it. Now the woman
is again reading the book, and her eldest daughter loves
reading it too. A Bible study was started with both of
them.

Indonesia: Agnes with the book that she gave as a gift
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“Have You Come to the Wrong
Place?”

A Somali woman in Sweden
was invited to a meeting at the
Kingdom Hall, and she decid-
ed to go. Things did not turn
out well. No one welcomed
her; everyone there just stared
at her. She felt very awkward.
Someone who probably noticed
that she looked uncomfortable
asked her, “Have you come to
the wrong place?”
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“Yes, I actually think so!” she replied. Then she left.
When the woman later met up with the Witnesses
who had invited her, she was upset and told them that
she would never go back again. They wondered what
could have happened, as they did not remember see-
ing her at the Kingdom Hall. After a little further dis-
cussion, they all realized that by mistake she had gone
to a church!

The Witnesses encouraged her to try coming to the
Kingdom Hall again. She agreed to go, but she said
that she would stay no longer than ten minutes if she
felt uncomfortable. However, when she entered the

Greece: Stergios now shares with others the treasure he found
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Kingdom Hall, everyone in the congregation warmly
welcomed her! She enjoyed being there so much that
she was the last one to leave the Kingdom Hall after
the meeting. Ever since, she has regularly attended the
meetings, and she is now a baptized publisher.
He Found an Invitation on the Street

Stergios is a young man who lives in Greece. One
morning as he was walking home from work, he decid-
ed to walk down a different street rather than to take
his usual route. Stergios saw something lying on the
street that caught his eye. It was an invitation to the
Memorial of Christ’s death. It featured the question:
“How do you view Jesus?” Since there were people
around him, Stergios hesitated to pick up the invita-
tion from off the ground. When he arrived home, he
started thinking about the printed question and was
curious to learn more.

Stergios had planned to have coffee with some
friends that afternoon. On his way to meet them, he
decided to go by the street where he had spotted the
invitation, hoping that it would still be there. It was,
but people were still around, so he again hesitated to
pick it up. On his way home after having coffee with
his friends, Stergios headed straight for the same street
—the invitation was still lying there. This time, he
picked up the invitation and read it. After doing so, he
decided to attend the Memorial.

At the end of the Memorial observance, Stergios ac-
cepted the invitation to have a free home Bible study.
He started attending meetings and made good spiritu-
al progress. He was baptized at a special assembly day
in March 2013.
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A Radio Talk Show Broke Down Prejudice
In January 2010, Finn, a brother in Copenhagen,

Denmark, went out for a walk and took some maga-
zines with him. As he walked along a narrow street, he
saw an elderly gentleman coming toward him. Finn of-
fered him the December 2009 issues, which included
several articles related to Christmas. When the elderly
gentleman spoke, Finn recognized the man’s voice. He
was a highly educated radio talk-show host. The next
day Finn listened to the program and was very sur-
prised to hear the host explain that he had accepted
the magazines the day before. He then read portions
of the articles over the air. Among other things, he
read about the mysterious “star” that appeared in con-
nection with the birth of Jesus. He admitted that it
must indeed have been sent by Satan.

Encouraged by this response to the magazines, Finn
decided to call on the talk-show host. In the course of
the conversation that followed, Finn politely asked if
it was possible to put a program on the radio about Bi-
ble subjects. Two weeks later he received a positive re-
ply. More than 30 two-hour programs followed, all
about Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Bible. The talk-
show host and Finn discussed chosen themes and an-
swered hundreds of calls from listeners.

One listener called the radio station’s technician
and left his telephone number. He wanted to be con-
tacted by the brothers. This was readily arranged. The
man had heard slander about Jehovah’s Witnesses
from friends and family for years, but because of the
radio programs, his prejudice against the Witnesses
had vanished. A Bible study was started, and in 2013,
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the man attended the Memorial and the special talk.
He attends all the Sunday meetings and makes mean-
ingful comments at the Watchtower Study. Other peo-
ple in the area have likewise responded favorably to
the truth because of what they heard on these radio
programs.
She Left an Invitation at Their Door

It was the last day of a district convention in Italy. As
Lucio was saying good-bye to some friends, a couple
approached the group. Lucio asked the couple which
congregation they attended. “We’re not from a con-
gregation,” they replied.

“Did someone invite you?” asked Lucio.
“No, we came on our own,” they replied.
Now Lucio was curious, so he asked, “Do you mind

my asking what made you come?”
They said, “We found an invitation at our door, and

we decided to come.”
When they told Lucio where they lived, Ester, his

wife, exclaimed: “I left that invitation! It was the last
day of the campaign, and I thought that rather than to
throw away the unused invitations, it would be better
to leave them at the doors where no one was at home.”
Having found the invitation, the couple decided to
travel to the Assembly Hall to attend the program the
following Sunday. After a brief chat, Lucio and Ester
invited the couple to their home for a meal, and they
continued the conversation. The newly interested cou-
ple agreed to have a Bible study. They are always well-
prepared for their study and now attend and partici-
pate in the meetings.
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“Now I Understand”
Freda, who is deaf, was over-

joyed when she learned that she
and the sister who conducts her
Bible study would be joining
the first sign-language congre-
gation in Papua New Guinea.
The congregation was formed
on March 1, 2013. Freda realized
that her comprehension dur-
ing the meetings was greatly im-
proved when she put the pub-
lications aside and focused her

Oceania
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attention on the signing and visual aids on the plat-
form. This way, to her own surprise, she overcame her
shyness about participating and began to comment sev-
eral times during the meetings. In April 2013, she qual-
ified to become an unbaptized publisher and is having
success in encouraging other deaf people to come with
her to the meetings. When asked why tears often run
down her face during the meetings, she replied, “Be-
cause now I understand.”
She Got Into the Wrong Car

While driving to the field service group in Australia,
Barbara pulled her car to the curb to check to see if she
had brought her return visit book. Suddenly the car
door opened, and a woman started to get in.

“Excuse me,” said Barbara, “but I don’t think you
have the right car.”

“I’m sorry,” the woman replied. “I thought you were
the woman who was picking me up.” Seeing Barbara’s
Watchtower and Awake! magazines, the woman said, “I
used to get these magazines years ago from two ladies
who taught me the Bible.” Barbara happily gave the
woman the magazines and later started a Bible study
with her.
“Letters From God”

Violet is an 82-year-old infirm sister in Christ-
church, New Zealand. She regularly sends letters and
Bible literature to nursing homes and hospices in her
area. The home-care nurses who deliver the letters

Papua New Guinea: In 2013, the 4,123 publishers in the country had a
Memorial attendance of 31,391
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said that the elderly residents eagerly await what they
call their letters from God. Some read and swap their
letters and literature with others or read them aloud to
those with poor eyesight. The home-care nurses also
said that the residents who read the letters and litera-
ture are calmer, more positive, and more peaceable
than those who do not. Regarding her witnessing ef-
forts, Violet says: “I feel that Jehovah is still using me
to help others. Sharing the truth in this way is truly
uplifting.”

New Zealand: Violet shares the truth with many through her letters
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She Read About Roses
“I’ve already read that.” This unexpected response

took Bernie by surprise one Saturday morning when
she was offering the latest copy of The Watchtower on
the island of Saipan. She wondered how Bernadette, a
college student who answered the door, had already
read the magazine. Bernie reached into her bag and
pulled out a different magazine. “I’ve read that one
too,” Bernadette said. Puzzled, Bernie asked: “Where
did you read these magazines? Are you one of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses visiting here on vacation?” Bernadette
explained that she was not a Witness, but she had read
the magazines online. One day while looking for in-
formation about flowers on the Internet, Bernadette
typed the word “roses” and was intrigued by one of
the search results: “Alluring Roses From Africa,” an
Awake! article featured on the Web site of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Bernadette told Bernie that she had en-
joyed the article about roses so much that she decid-
ed to explore the Web site further. First she concen-
trated on information about plants and animals but
soon discovered fascinating things about the Bible.
Sensing Bernadette’s interest, Bernie offered her a free
home Bible study and returned later with the book
What Does the Bible Really Teach? By Bernie’s third vis-
it, she and Bernadette were discussing chapter one
of the book. About a year later, in November 2012,
Bernadette was baptized. She made such rapid prog-
ress that her friends like to say that Bernadette “ran”
into the truth. The Web site certainly gave her a fast
start.
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Sierra Leone and
Guinea
ABOUT 500 years ago, near the mouth of the Sierra
Leone River, a tiny silk-cotton tree took root and sprouted.
For 300 years the tree grew tall as a tragic procession
passed before it. Ruthless slave traders shipped nearly
150,000 men, women, and children overseas to foreign
slave markets.



On March 11, 1792, hundreds of freed American slaves
gathered under the CottonTree to celebrate their repatria-
tion to Africa. That day they founded a settlement that em-
bodied their fondest hope—Freetown. Freed slaves con-
tinued to arrive until the settlement included over 100
different African groups. These new citizens adopted the
Cotton Tree as a symbol of freedom and hope.

For nearly 100 years, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Sierra
Leone have been comforting their neighbors with the
hope of a far grander freedom—“the glorious freedom of
the children of God.” (Rom. 8:21) This freedom will mean
liberation from slavery to sin and death when God’s Mes-
sianic Kingdom brings peace and Paradise conditions to
the earth.—Isa. 9:6, 7; 11:6-9.

Over the past 50 years, the Sierra Leone branch office
of Jehovah’s Witnesses has also supervised the preach-
ing work in Guinea. This neighboring nation has ex-
perienced political, social, and economic upheavals,
prompting many of its citizens to welcome the Bible’s
heartwarming message.

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Sierra Leone and Guinea have
proclaimed the good news in the face of countless ob-
stacles. These include physical hardships, deep pover-
ty, widespread illiteracy, ingrained traditions, ethnic divi-
sions, and appalling violence. The account that follows
testifies to the unswerving faith and devotion of these loy-
al servants of Jehovah. We trust that their story will touch
your heart and strengthen your faith in “the God who
gives hope.”—Rom. 15:13.

Freetown’s historic CottonTree
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Land Both countries
feature coastal swamps,
savannas, cultivated
plateaus, and lofty inland
mountains. Guinea is the
source of three of West
Africa’s major rivers—the
Gambia, the Niger, and the
Senegal.

People The Mende and
the Temne are the larg-
est of Sierra Leone’s 18
indigenous tribes. The Krio
—descendants of freed
African slaves—live mainly
around Freetown. Guinea
has over 30 ethnic groups,
the largest of which are
the Fulani, the Mandingo,
and the Susu.�

� Some tribes are known by
multiple names.

An Overview of
Sierra Leone and Guinea

SIERRA LEONE GUINEA

LAND (square miles) 27,699 94,926

POPULATION 6,092,000 11,745,000

PUBLISHERS IN 2013 2,039 748

RATIO, 1 PUBLISHER TO 2,988 15,702

MEMORIAL
ATTENDANCE IN 2013 8,297 3,609
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Religion About 60 percent of Sierra
Leoneans are Muslim; the rest mostly
claim to be Christian. Nearly 90 percent
of the people in Guinea are Muslim.
Most people in both countries also
practice traditional African religions.

Language Each ethnic group has its own
language. The lingua franca of Sierra
Leone is Krio—a blend of English, Euro-
pean, and African languages. The official
language of Guinea is French. Roughly
60 percent of the people in each country
are illiterate.

Livelihood Most people are subsistence
farmers. Alluvial diamonds account
for nearly half of Sierra Leone’s export
earnings. Guinea has one of the world’s
largest bauxite reserves.

Food A popular expression is “If I
haven’t had my rice, I haven’t eaten
today!” Fufu, boiled cassava pounded
into sticky dough, is often eaten with
meat, okra, and sour sauce.

Climate Hot and humid on the coast.
Cooler in the highlands. During the dry
season, the harmattan, a parching
Saharan wind, blows for days, dropping
temperatures and blanketing the region
in dust.

Brothers joyfully sharing a meal together
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The Light of Truth Begins to Shine
The good news reached Sierra Leone in 1915 when

local residents returned from England bringing with
them Bible-based literature. Around July of that year,
the first baptized servant of Jehovah arrived in Free-
town. His name was Alfred Joseph. He was 31 years old
and a native of Guyana, South America. He had been
baptized earlier that year in Barbados, West Indies, and
had taken a work contract in Freetown as a locomotive
engineer. Alfred settled into the railway compound in
Cline Town, located about two miles away from Free-
town’s Cotton Tree. He immediately began sharing the
Bible’s message with his workmates.

The following year, Alfred was joined by a former
workmate from Barbados, Leonard Blackman, whose
mother, Elvira Hewitt, had introduced Alfred to the
truth. Leonard became Alfred’s next-door neighbor,
and they met together regularly to discuss the Bible.
They also distributed Bible literature to friends and oth-
er interested people.

Alfred and Leonard discovered that Freetown’s fields
were “white for harvesting.” (John 4:35) In 1923, Alfred
wrote to the world headquarters in New York, stating:
“Many people here are interested in the Bible. Can you
send someone to look after them and to help develop
the preaching work in Sierra Leone?” He received the
reply: “Someone will be sent!”

Witnesses in Freetown
(about 1920)
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“Late one Saturday night, several months later, I re-
ceived an unexpected phone call,” Alfred relates.

“ ‘Are you the person who wrote to the Watch Tower
Society asking for preachers?’ a voice asked.

“ ‘Yes,’ I replied.
“ ‘Well, they’ve sent me,’ boomed the voice.
“The voice belonged to William R. Brown. He and his

wife, Antonia, and their young daughter had arrived
that day and were staying at the Gainford Hotel.

“The very next morning, Leonard and I were holding
our weekly Bible study when an imposing figure ap-
peared in the doorway. It was William R. Brown. He was
so zealous for the truth that he wanted to give a public
lecture the very next day. We promptly booked the larg-
est hall in Freetown—Wilberforce Memorial Hall—and
scheduled the first of four public lectures for the fol-
lowing Thursday evening.

William “Bible”
Brown and his wife,
Antonia
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“Our little group got busy advertising the lectures by
newspaper, handbills, and word of mouth. We won-
dered how the local people would respond, but we
had no need to worry. About 500 people packed into
the hall, including many of Freetown’s clergy. We were
overjoyed!”

During the hour-long talk, Brother Brown quoted ex-
tensively from the Scriptures and used lantern slides to
project Bible texts on a screen. Meanwhile, he repeated-
ly declared, “Not Brown says but the Bible says.” The
audience was amazed, and they applauded point after
point. It was, not Brother Brown’s commanding orato-
ry that impressed them, but his powerful Scriptural
proofs. As a young ecclesiastical student in the audience
declared, “Mr. Brown knows his Bible!”

Brother Brown’s lectures roused the city, and peo-
ple flocked to hear them. The following Sunday, an-
other capacity audience heard the discourse “To Hell
and Back—Who Are There?” The powerful truths Broth-
er Brown presented that night prompted even promi-
nent churchgoers to resign from their churches.

The fourth and final lecture in the series, “Millions
Now Living Will Never Die,” drew such a large crowd
that one Freetown resident later recalled, “The church-
es had to cancel their evening services because all their
members were attending Brother Brown’s lecture.”

Because Brother Brown always used the Bible, point-
ing to it as the final authority, people began calling him
“Bible” Brown. The nickname stuck and became well-
known throughout West Africa. And until he finished
his earthly course, William R. Brown wore that name
with pride.
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Taking on the Gladiators
When Freetown’s clergy saw their flocks enjoying

Brother Brown’s lectures, they became filled with jeal-
ousy and rage. The December 15, 1923, issue of The
Watch Tower reported: “The clergy have taken up the
cudgel and are attacking the truth through the press.
Brother Brown answered them time and again, the pa-
pers publishing both sides.” Finally, the clergy fell si-
lent. Their false reasoning had been clearly exposed.
Bible truths had been spread far and wide, prompt-
ing many newspaper readers to request Bible litera-
ture. The clergy had schemed to silence God’s people,
but Jehovah had ‘made their wicked deeds come back
upon them.’—Ps. 94:21-23.

Rising to the clergy’s defense, a church youth group,
dubbed the Gladiators, announced a series of public
meetings to put down “Russellism,” as they had styled
the Kingdom message. In response, Brother Brown
publicly challenged them to a series of debates. The
Gladiators refused to accept Brother Brown’s challenge
and rebuked the newspaper editor who printed it.
They also barred Brother Brown from attending their
meetings, so Alfred Joseph attended instead.

The meetings were held at Buxton Memorial Chap-
el, a prestigious Methodist church in Freetown. “Dur-
ing the question-and-answer session,” recalls Alfred, “I
questioned the Anglican creed, the Trinity doctrine,
and several other unscriptural teachings. Finally, the
chairman refused to take any more questions.”

One of the Gladiators present that night, Melbourne
Garber, had earlier attended “Bible” Brown’s lectures.
He was, in fact, the young ecclesiastical student who
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said, “Mr. Brown knows his Bible!” After carefully
weighing what he had heard, Garber was convinced
that he had found the truth. Accordingly, he asked
Brother Brown for a Bible study. Brother Brown in-
vited him to the weekly Watch Tower Study at his
home. Even though his family disowned him, Garber
made rapid spiritual progress, and he and several oth-
ers were soon baptized.

Satan’s efforts to quash the preaching work in its in-
fancy had failed. As the mayor of Freetown had told
the Gladiators: “If this is the work of men, it will come
to an end. But if it is from God, you will not be able to
stop it.”—Acts 5:38, 39.
Browns’ Religion

In early May of 1923, Brother Brown cabled the
London branch office for more literature. Soon 5,000
books arrived, and this was followed by other ship-
ments. He also continued to hold public meetings,
and these attracted thousands of interested people.

Later that year, The Watch Tower reported: “The
work [in Sierra Leone] has increased so rapidly that
Brother Brown called for an assistant; and Claude
Brown, of Winnipeg, formerly of the West Indies, is
now on his way to join in the work.”

Claude Brown was a tried and tested minister of the
good news. During World War I, he had endured ill-
treatment in Canadian and English prisons for refus-
ing to violate his Christian neutrality. He served in
Sierra Leone for four years, greatly strengthening the
local brothers and sisters.

Pauline Cole recalled, “Before I was baptized in
1925, Brother Claude questioned me carefully.
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“ ‘Sister Cole, do you understand what you have
learned from the Studies in the Scriptures?’ he asked.
‘We do not want you to drift away from the truth be-
cause you did not understand the Bible’s teachings.’

“ ‘Brother Claude,’ I replied, ‘I have read and reread
what I have learned. I have made my decision!’ ”

Pauline served Jehovah for more than 60 years,
much of that time as a special pioneer. She completed
her earthly course in 1988.

William “Bible” Brown was also conscious of help-
ing others cultivate good spiritual habits. Alfred Jo-
seph relates: “When I met Brother Brown early in
the day, our conversation would go something like
this: ‘Hello, Brother Joe. How are you this morning?
What’s the Bible text for today?’ If I couldn’t answer,
he would impress on me the need to know each day’s

Pauline Cole
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text from the book Daily Manna. [Now called Examin-
ing the Scriptures Daily.] The next morning, I would
read the text right away, so he would not catch me off-
guard. At first, I did not fully appreciate the invaluable
training I was getting, but later on I did.”

All this training bore fine fruit. During 1923, a con-
gregation was established in Freetown and 14 people
were baptized. One of the new brothers was George
Brown, who brought the number of “Brown” families
in the congregation to three. The zealous activity of
those three families moved many Freetown residents
to label the Bible Students “Browns’” religion.
To the Provinces and Beyond

Fired with enthusiasm for the truth, the Freetown
Congregation became “intensely occupied with the
word.” (Acts 18:5) Alfred Joseph relates: “I often tied a
carton of Bible books to my big Norton motorcycle.
Then with Brother Thomas or Sylvester Grant riding
pillion [as a passenger], we headed out into the rurals
and small towns around Freetown to canvass, as we
called it.”

Up until 1927, the publishers preached mostly in
and around Freetown in an area called The Colony. But
starting in 1928, every year before the rains set in, the
congregation would rent a bus and travel to the prov-
inces. Those who could not go helped to finance the
trips, which were led by Melbourne Garber. The bus
groups preached in towns and villages east to Kailahun
and south to nearly the Liberia border. The first Sun-
day of each month, they returned to cultivate the in-
terest found.
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About that time, Brother Brown visited the West In-
dies and returned with a car, one of the first to enter
Sierra Leone. The vehicle was equipped with a power-
ful sound system that was designed for public witness-
ing. Brother Brown would park the car in a public area
and play stirring music to attract a crowd. He would
then deliver a short talk or play a recorded lecture and
invite the crowd to obtain Bible literature. The speak-
ing car—as it came to be called—was a public sensa-
tion, and people flocked to listen to it.

Brother Brown next turned his attention to spiri-
tually untouched territory—the rest of English-
speaking West Africa. During the late 1920’s, he em-
barked on a series of preaching tours to The Gambia,

Giving a bold witness
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Ghana, Liberia, and Nige-
ria. Brother Brown found
interest in each country,
but Nigeria seemed to be
exceptionally fertile. In

1930, he and his family moved from Freetown to La-
gos. From there he continued to oversee the Kingdom
work in West Africa.

In 1950, when poor health forced Brother Brown to
return to Jamaica, he left behind a remarkable legacy.
Over 27 years, he and his wife had seen the number of
Witnesses in West Africa grow from 2 to more than
11,000. They had literally witnessed the fulfillment of
Isaiah’s prophecy: “The little one will become a thou-
sand and the small one a mighty nation.” (Isa. 60:22)
Today, just over 60 years later, “a mighty nation” of
more than 500,000 Witnesses serve Jehovah in West
Africa.
Steadfast Under Ban

When World War II cast its shadow over Africa, Je-
hovah’s people in Sierra Leone took their stand as
Christian neutrals. (Mic. 4:3; John 18:36) The Brit-
ish authorities falsely branded them as subversive, so
they monitored their activities and banned their liter-
ature. Customs officials in Freetown seized one litera-
ture shipment and burned it. Some brothers were ar-
rested for possessing banned literature but were soon
released.�

Despite the ban, the Witnesses kept on preaching.
Pauline Cole explained: “A brother who was a steward

� The ban was lifted in 1948.

More than 500,000
Witnesses now serve
Jehovah in West Africa
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on a ship that visited regularly continued to supply us
with copies of The Watchtower. From these we typed
up extra copies for the meetings. We also printed leaf-
lets on Bible topics and distributed them to the public.
And the brothers continued to give public discourses
and to play recordings of Brother Rutherford’s radio
lectures, especially in the outer villages.”

Those efforts, while modest, clearly had Jehovah’s
blessing. James Jarrett, a long-time elder and special
pioneer, recalls: “During the war, I was working as a
stonecutter when an elderly sister gave me the booklet
Refugees. Since many refugees were landing in Free-
town, its title intrigued me. I read the booklet that
night and immediately recognized the truth. The next
morning, I tracked the sister down and obtained cop-
ies for my three brothers. All four of us accepted the
truth.”

When the war ended in 1945, the Freetown Congre-
gation had 32 publishers. The publishers had kept
their integrity and remained spiritually active. They
were ready and eager to move ahead.
Public Meeting Campaign

On August 29, 1945, at the weekly Service Meeting,
the Freetown Congregation discussed a new campaign
announced in the December 1944 Informant (now
called Our Kingdom Ministry). Each congregation was
to advertise and hold a series of four public meetings
in “every city, town, and hamlet” in its territory. Each
meeting would feature a one-hour talk by a brother
(aged 18 or older) who had done well in the Theocratic
Ministry School. After the four meetings, the brothers
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would arrange Bible study groups to assist interested
people in each area.

How did the publishers react to this new direction?
The minutes of the Freetown Congregation’s Service
Meeting record the following comments:

Chairman: “How do you think we could go
about this new campaign?”

Brother One: “We should not expect the
same success as in America. People here are
different.”

Brother Two: “I agree.”

Brother Three: “Why not give it a try?”

Brother Four: “But there will be difficulties.”

Brother Five: “Yet, we must follow the
direction given by Jehovah’s organization.”

Brother Six: “But the odds in this country are
against us.”

Sister One: “Nevertheless, the Informant’s
direction is clear. Let’s try it!”

So they did. From the coast of Freetown to Bo in
the southeast to Kabala on the northern plateau, the
brothers held meetings in schoolrooms, marketplaces,
and private homes. This activity energized the congre-
gation, and “the word of Jehovah went on growing
and spreading.”—Acts 12:24.

Still, the publishers needed theocratic training. And
that is what Jehovah provided.
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ZACHAEUS never had anyone study the Bible with him. But
after reading the books Salvation and The Harp of God, he
knew that he had found the truth.

Early one Sunday morning in 1941, Zachaeus set off to
attend his first Witness meeting, which was five miles away
and down a steep mountain. Not knowing when the meet-
ing would begin, he arrived several hours early. Zachaeus
sat and waited for the brothers to arrive. After attending
three Sunday meetings at the Kingdom Hall, he told the lo-
cal Anglican Church to take his name off the membership
roll.

A close friend, who attended that church, chided him,
saying, “Old man, if you continue to walk those five miles
up and down this mountain to go to the hall of those peo-
ple, you will be dead within a year.” He watched Zachaeus
walk up and down the mountain twice a week for five years.
Then the friend dropped dead! Twenty-five years later, Za-
chaeus was still feeling fit.

Zachaeus faithfully served Jehovah until his death at the
age of 97.

“You Will Be Dead Within a Year”
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Zachaeus Martyn
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BORN 1880
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BAPTIZED 1942
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PROFILE Started pioneering when
he was 72 years old.
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WHILE working on the Panama Canal in 1907, William
came across a street-corner lecture being given by Isaiah
Richards, a Bible Student, as Jehovah’s Witnesses were
then called. Richards based his talk on the “Chart of the
Ages,” a diagram used to explain God’s purposes. William
quickly accepted the truth and returned to Jamaica to
share it with his mother and sister. In time, they too be-
came Bible Students.

For a time Brother Brown served in Panama City, Pana-
ma. There he met Evander J. Coward, a traveling represen-
tative of the Bible Students who was visiting Panama on a
lecture tour. Coward was an emphatic and colorful speak-
er, and crowds flocked to hear him. When he saw that Wil-
liam was zealous for the truth, he invited him to accompa-
ny him on a preaching tour of Trinidad.

They Called Him “Bible” Brown

����������������������������������������
William R. Brown
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
BORN 1879
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
BAPTIZED 1908
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
PROFILE Spearheaded the
early preaching work in
West Africa.
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Over the next ten years or so, William traveled through-
out the West Indies, pioneering and strengthening small
groups. In 1920, he married Antonia, a faithful Christian
sister. Two days after their wedding, William and Antonia
sailed to the tiny island of Montserrat in the Leeward Is-
lands, bringing with them the “Photo-Drama of Creation”
—a four part motion picture and slide presentation based
on the Bible. They also preached on the islands of Barba-
dos, Dominica, and Grenada. They had a joyful honeymoon
in Jehovah’s service.

Two years later, William wrote to Joseph F. Rutherford,
who was overseeing the work of Jehovah’s people at the
time, saying: “By Jehovah’s help I have given the wit-
ness throughout the majority of the Caribbean Islands and
made disciples in many. Should I go over them again?”
Within days, Brother Rutherford replied: “Proceed to Sierra
Leone, West Africa, with wife and child.”

During the 27 years that Brother Brown served with his
family in West Africa, he never felt at home sitting in an of-
fice. He preferred to be out preaching. Because he empha-
sized the importance of the Bible, people began calling
him “Bible” Brown.

In 1950, when he was 71 years old, William Brown and
his wife returned to Jamaica to pioneer. William pioneered
until he finished his earthly course in 1967. How he loved
pioneering! He felt that it was one of the highest privileges
a human could have.
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Gilead Missionaries Arrive
In June 1947, three graduates of the Watchtower Bi-

ble School of Gilead—Charles Fitzpatrick, George Rich-
ardson, and Hubert Gresham—arrived in Freetown.
These brothers were the first of many missionaries to
come.

The missionaries saw that the local publishers were
eager to preach, but they needed to become more effec-
tive teachers. (Matt. 28:20) So the missionaries start-
ed by teaching the publishers how to follow up on
the interest shown and how to conduct Bible studies.
They also passed on up-to-date direction about congre-
gation meetings and theocratic organization. A public
meeting was held at Wilberforce Memorial Hall. To the
missionaries’ delight, 450 persons attended! Later, the
missionaries introduced a weekly Magazine Day. This
training galvanized the congregation and laid the foun-
dation for future increase.

Meanwhile, the missionaries struggled to adapt to
the climate. A 1948 branch report states: “Climatic con-
ditions in Sierra Leone are very trying. The rainy season
lasts six months of the year, and the rain is heavy, tor-
rential, and continuous. Sometimes it rains for two
weeks without letup. During the dry season, the heat is
intense and the humidity high.” Early European visi-
tors to Sierra Leone had dubbed it the white man’s
graveyard. Malaria, yellow fever, and other tropical

Marianne Berry in the ministry
on a rainy afternoon
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diseases ran rampant. One by one the missionaries fell
sick and had to leave.

Understandably, the local publishers were dismayed
by these developments. But they did not give up. Be-
tween 1947 and 1952, the peak publishers increased
from 38 to 73. In Waterloo, a town near Freetown,
hard-working pioneers helped to establish a new con-
gregation. New study groups emerged in Kissy and
in Wellington, both located on the outskirts of Free-
town. Sierra Leone seemed ready to expand. All that
was needed was the right catalyst.
A Strengthening Visit

In November 1952, a slender American in his early
30’s stepped ashore at the jetty in Freetown and joined
the hubbub of the city. The visitor, Milton G. Henschel
from world headquarters, recalled: “I was quite amazed
to see a modern city much cleaner than many in most
parts of the world. . . . Paved streets, busy shops, new
cars, and an endless stream of people passed by.”

Brother Henschel walked to the Freetown missionary
home, located two blocks from the famous CottonTree.
There he informed the assembled brothers that Sierra
Leone would receive more help. The following Sunday,
253 people crowded into Wilberforce Memorial Hall to
hear him deliver a series of exciting announcements:
Sierra Leone would have its own branch office, circuit
overseer, and circuit assemblies; a new congregation
would be formed in Kissy; and the preaching work in
the provinces would be greatly expanded. The audience
was thrilled!

Brother Henschel related: “They kept saying kusheh,
a very expressive word meaning ‘well done!’ The
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IN 1956, the brothers in Freetown screened the film The
New World Society in Action. They reported:

“We rented the largest hall in Freetown and distributed
1,000 invitations. We wondered just how many would
come. Half an hour before the film began, only 25 people
had arrived. Over the next 15 minutes, 100 more came.
Soon all 500 seats were filled. One hundred more were
happy to stand. Another 500 stood outside, unable to en-
ter. Would they wait for a second showing? ‘Yes,’ they
said. And so they did, even though it was raining!”

Over the years, more than 80,000 people throughout
Sierra Leone turned out to see this and other remarkable
films.

They Wanted to See It



brothers were in high spirits. Groups departed from the
hall in the evening darkness, . . . some conventioners
singing songs.”

A newly arrived missionary, William Nushy, was ap-
pointed to oversee the new branch office. William had
previously worked as a card-and-dice dealer in casinos
across the United States. After becoming a Christian, he
left that work and firmly upheld righteous principles
—a trait that would win him the love and respect of the
publishers in Sierra Leone.
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Honoring God’s Gift of Marriage
As William Nushy settled into his assignment, he

saw that some publishers were not upholding Je-
hovah’s standard for marriage. Some couples had
common-law marriages, living together as man and
wife without registering their union with the civil au-
thorities. Others followed the local custom of putting
off marriage until the woman became pregnant, thus
ensuring that their union would be fruitful.

Accordingly, in May 1953, the branch office wrote to
each congregation and clearly explained the Bible’s
standard on marriage. (Gen. 2:24; Rom. 13:1; Heb.
13:4) Couples were given time to register their mar-
riage. If they did not do so, they would face being re-
moved from the congregation.—1 Cor. 5:11, 13.

Most publishers rejoiced at this refinement. Yet,
some were permissive and independent. More than
half the publishers in two congregations stopped asso-
ciating with Jehovah’s organization. Those who stayed
loyal, though, actually increased their activity, clear
evidence that Jehovah was blessing them.



After much effort on the part of the brothers, the
Freetown Kingdom Hall was recognized as a proper
place to solemnize marriages. On September 3,
1954, the brothers performed their first official mar-
riage ceremony. Later, the government supplied mar-
riage registers to qualified brothers in seven districts

A wedding at a Kingdom Hall

SIERRA LEONE AND GUINEA 107



throughout the country.
This allowed more in-
terested people to legal-
ize their marriages and to
qualify as publishers of
the good news.

Many interested people who practiced polygamy
also took steps to conform to God’s standards. Samuel
Cooper, who now lives in Bonthe, relates: “In 1957,
I began attending meetings with my two wives and
soon enrolled in the Theocratic Ministry School. One
day, I was assigned a talk on the topic of Christian mar-
riage. As I researched the talk, I realized that I needed
to dismiss my junior wife. When I told my relatives,
they all opposed me. My junior wife had borne me a
child, whereas my senior wife was barren. But I had
made up my mind to abide by Scriptural principles. To
my great surprise, when my junior wife returned to
her family, my senior wife began bearing children.
Now I have five children by my wife who was once bar-
ren.”

When another interested person, Honoré Kamano,
who lived across the border in Guinea, dismissed the
two youngest of his three wives, his senior wife appre-
ciated his stand and started taking the truth more seri-
ously. One of his younger wives, although disappoint-
ed at being dismissed, also admired his high regard for
Bible principles. She asked for a Bible study and later
dedicated her life to Jehovah.

Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses are well-known through-
out Sierra Leone and Guinea as a people who honor
marriage. Their marital fidelity adorns God’s teachings

Jehovah’s Witnesses
are well-known
as a people who
honor marriage
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and praises him as the Author of the marriage arrange-
ment.—Matt. 19:4-6; Titus 2:10.
Dissent in Freetown

In 1956, two more Gilead graduates, Charles and
Reva Chappell, arrived in Freetown. On their way to
the missionary home, they were taken aback by a large
sign advertising a Bible lecture at Wilberforce Memo-
rial Hall. “The advertised speaker was C.N.D. Jones,”
says Charles, “a representative of the ‘Ecclesia of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.’ ”

Jones, who professed to be one of the anointed, led
a splinter group that had broken away from the con-
gregation in Freetown several years earlier. His group
claimed to be “true” witnesses of Jehovah and labeled
the missionaries and those loyal to the organization’s
representatives as “impostors” and “Gilead cowboys.”

Matters came to a head when Jones and some of his
supporters were disfellowshipped. “This announce-
ment shocked some brothers who favored showing
tolerance towards the dissenters,” says Chappell. “A
few voiced their dissatisfaction publicly. They and
others kept associating with the rebels and tried to
disrupt meetings and field service arrangements. The
disgruntled ones sat together at the meetings in an
area dubbed dissenter’s row. Most eventually fell away
from the truth. But some regained their spiritual bal-
ance and became zealous publishers.”

The loyal stand taken by the majority kept the way
open for a free flow of God’s spirit. When zone over-
seer Harry Arnott visited Freetown the following year,
he reported: “This is the first solid increase that we’ve
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had in Sierra Leone for some years. This gives good
cause for optimism for future progress.”
Teaching the Kisi

Soon after Brother Arnott’s visit, Charles Chappell
received a letter from a brother in neighboring Li-
beria. The brother wanted to open up the preach-
ing work among his kinsmen in Sierra Leone. He
belonged to the Kisi tribe, who occupied the forest-
ed hills and valleys spanning the junction of Sierra
Leone, Liberia, and Guinea. It seemed that many Kisi-
speaking people wanted to understand the Bible.

Since most of the Kisi could not read or write, litera-
cy classes were arranged in Koindu to teach basic Bible
truths. These classes attracted hundreds of students.
“Soon the group had 5 new publishers, then 10, then
15, then 20,” Charles recalls. “People came into the
truth so fast that I doubted whether they were genuine
publishers. But I was wrong. Most of them were not
only faithful but zealous as well!”

The eager new publishers soon spread the good
news beyond Koindu and eventually into neighboring
Guinea. Trekking for hours across the rolling land-
scape, they preached on farms and in villages. “For
weeks, sometimes months, we never heard the sound
of a motor vehicle,” says Eleazar Onwudiwe, a circuit
overseer at the time.

As the Kisi brothers and sisters spread and watered
the Kingdom seed, God made it grow. (1 Cor. 3:7)
When one young blind man heard the truth, he mem-
orized the 32-page booklet “This Good News of the
Kingdom.” Later, he recalled paragraphs at will while
preaching and conducting Bible studies of his own.
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This amazed onlookers. One deaf woman who accept-
ed the truth made such big changes that her sister-
in-law started attending meetings, walking more than
six miles to get there.

The work among the Kisi grew by leaps and bounds.
Another congregation was formed, and then another.
About 30 publishers took up the pioneer ministry. The
Koindu town chief became interested in the truth and
donated a plot of land to build a Kingdom Hall. When
over 500 people attended a circuit assembly at Kaila-
hun, a congregation was formed there too. Soon half of
the Witnesses in Sierra Leone were Kisi, although the
tribe made up less than two percent of the population.

This progress did not please everyone, especially the
Kisi religious leaders. Filled with jealousy, they deter-
mined to stamp out this “threat” to their authority.
The question was, How and when would they strike?
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Confronting the Poro
The first attack came in a village near Koindu where a

group of men were studying the Bible and regularly at-
tending meetings. Like most Kisi males, the men be-
longed to the Poro, a secret society steeped in spiritism.
“When the Bible students refused to share in demonic
rites, the Poro headman was furious,” explains James
Mensah, a Gilead-trained missionary who also served in
Sierra Leone. “The headman and his supporters beat
the men, stole their property, burned their homes,
chained them, and left them in the bush to starve to
death. The paramount chief egged the Poro members
on. Despite this abuse the Bible students stood firm.”

When the brothers in Koindu reported the matter
to the police, the Poro headman, his cronies, and





SECRET societies are widespread through-
out West Africa and cut across tribal, cultur-
al, and linguistic lines. These organizations
regulate the social, educational, and politi-
cal activities of their members. Their prima-
ry role, however, is religious. Two of the larg-
est secret societies are the Poro (for men)
and the Sande (for women).� The Poro soci-
ety, for example, strives “to control the spirits
and ensure that their intervention in the af-
fairs of men is beneficial.”—Initiation, 1986.

New members of the Poro are taught spir-
itual secrets and powers of witchcraft, and
ritual scars are carved on their bodies. New
members of the Sande also learn spiritistic
rituals and typically undergo female genital
mutilation, although this practice is being
discontinued in some areas.

Other secret societies regulate sexual be-
havior and use spiritistic remedies to try
to cure madness or other ailments. During
Sierra Leone’s civil war, one secret society
claimed that its members were immune to
bullets. They were not.

Members are forbidden to reveal the
group’s knowledge and rituals to outsiders.
A person who flouts the laws and protocols
of a secret society risks death.

� In some areas, Sande is known as Bondo.

Secret Societies
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the paramount chief were arrested. They were tried
and severely reprimanded, and the paramount chief
was suspended for nearly a year. This legal victory be-
came widely known and emboldened more new ones to
start attending meetings. Later, the paramount chief
had a change of heart and became interested in the
truth. When a circuit assembly was held in his area, he
accommodated visiting delegates and even donated a
large cow.

Other Poro leaders tried a different form of attack
—craftily “framing trouble in the name of the law.” (Ps.
94:20) Poro politicians tabled a motion in Parliament
banning the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses. “Yet, the par-
amount chief rose to our defense, telling the assembly
that he had been studying with us for two years,” says
Charles Chappell. “He said that our organization was
entirely non-political and that it educated the people
and uplifted their morals. He then declared that he
hoped to become a member one day. When another
member of Parliament who had also studied supported
him, the motion was dropped.”

Those who left the secret societies faced severe oppo-
sition from their families. Jonathan Sellu, a teenager
from Koindu, had forefathers who were juju priests
going back four generations. He was being groomed to
do the same work. When he started studying the Bible,
he put away his spiritistic rituals and sacrifices. His fam-
ily bitterly opposed him, removing him from school
and refusing to feed him when he went to Christian
meetings. “Let God feed you!” they taunted. Yet, Jona-
than stood firm. He did not go hungry. He learned
how to read and write, and he later became a regu-
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lar pioneer. Jonathan re-
joiced to see his mother
accept the truth.

Growth in Other Areas of the Country
In 1960, congregations and isolated groups were lo-

cated in Bo, Freetown, Kissy, Koindu, Lunsar, Mag-
buraka, Makeni, Moyamba, Port Loko, Waterloo, and as
far north as Kabala. The number of publishers that year
jumped from 182 to 282. Many special pioneers from
Ghana and Nigeria arrived to strengthen the growing
congregations.

Most of the new ones belonged to two groups: The
Krio, who lived in and around Freetown, and the Kisi,
who lived in the Eastern Province. But as the good
news continued to spread, other tribes began respond-
ing too. These included the Kuranko, the Limba, and
the Temne in the north; the Mende in the south; and
other ethnic groups.

In 1961, the Freetown East Congregation dedicated
their Kingdom Hall. Then the Koindu Congregation
dedicated a 300-seat mud-brick Kingdom Hall that dou-
bled as an Assembly Hall. Soon afterwards, 40 elders at-
tended the Kingdom Ministry School—Sierra Leone’s
first. Capping off an outstanding year, the brothers en-
gaged in a successful campaign to offer the New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures to the public.

Jehovah was clearly blessing his people. On July 28,
1962, the International Bible Students Association,
a legal corporation used by Jehovah’s Witnesses in
many countries, was officially registered with the Sierra
Leone government.

“Let God feed you!”
they taunted
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Guinea Opens Up
Let us now turn our attention to neighboring Guinea

(formerly called French Guinea). Prior to 1958, a few
brothers had briefly witnessed to some while passing
through the country, but the French colonial authori-
ties were opposed to our work. However, in 1958, a door
of opportunity opened—Guinea renounced French rule
and became an independent republic.

Later that year, Manuel Diogo, a French-speaking
brother from Dahomey (now Benin) who was in his
early 30’s, started working at a bauxite mine in Fria,
a town about 50 miles north of the capital, Conakry.

Kingdom Ministry School in Sierra Leone, 1961. William Nushy
(Back row, middle), Charles Chappell (middle row, second from right),
and Reva Chappell (front row, third from right)
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Eager to preach in this untouched territory, Manuel
wrote to the France branch asking for literature and for
help from special pioneers. His letter concluded: “I pray
that Jehovah will bless the work because there is plenty
of interest here.”

The France branch wrote Manuel an encouraging let-
ter and urged him to stay in Guinea as long as possible.
The branch also arranged for a special pioneer to vis-
it him in order to train him in the ministry. Manuel
thrived on the encouragement and preached zealously
in Fria until his death in 1968.

When zone overseer Wilfred Gooch visited Conakry
in 1960, he found two other African brothers preaching
there. Brother Gooch recommended that Guinea be
cared for by the Sierra Leone branch rather than by the
branch office in France. This transfer took place on
March 1, 1961. One month later, the first congregation
in Guinea was formed in Conakry.
Spiritual Light Penetrates the Rain Forest

The good news was also spreading into southern
Guinea. Falla Gbondo, a Kisi tribesman who was liv-
ing in Liberia, returned to his home village, Fodédou,
about eight miles west of Guékédou. He carried with
him the book From Paradise Lost to Paradise Regained.
Falla could not read, but he was able to explain the pic-
tures in the book to his fellow tribesmen. “The book
stirred up much discussion,” he recalls. “People called
it the Adam and Eve book.”

Falla returned to Liberia. He got baptized and eventu-
ally became a special pioneer. Twice a month, he re-
turned to Fodédou to study with a group of about 30

SIERRA LEONE AND GUINEA 117



people. Soon he was joined by Borbor Seysey, another
Kisi special pioneer from Liberia. Together they started
another group in Guékédou. Both groups became con-
gregations.

As more and more Kisi became Witnesses, local chiefs
noticed their fine conduct. The Witnesses worked hard,
they were honest, and they promoted peace in their vil-
lages. Accordingly, when brothers asked for permission
to build a Kingdom Hall in Fodédou, the chiefs readily
gave them eight acres of land. That Kingdom Hall—the
first in Guinea—was completed in early 1964.
Upheavals in Conakry

Meanwhile, in Conakry, trouble was brewing. Politi-
cal turmoil prompted government officials to view for-
eigners with suspicion. Four Gilead missionaries were
refused permanent visas and were deported. Two Gha-
naian brothers were arrested on false charges and im-
prisoned for nearly two months.

Following their release, one of the brothers, Emman-
uel Awusu-Ansah, was promptly rearrested and held
in appalling conditions. From a filthy prison cell, he
wrote: “I am spiritually healthy, but I have continuous
fever. Nevertheless, I can still preach. Last month, I
spent 67 hours in field service, and two Bible students
started preaching with me.” One of his students came
into the truth. After five months, Brother Awusu-Ansah
was released and was deported to Sierra Leone. Only
one publisher remained in Conakry.

In 1969, when the political tension had eased, special
pioneers arrived in Conakry. With permission from the
authorities, they established a Kingdom Hall with a
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sign on it. Soon about 30 interested people were regu-
larly attending meetings.

Because of the danger of arrest, the brothers preached
cautiously at first. But as they gained confidence, they
expanded their efforts. During 1973, that small congre-
gation had distributed 6,000 tracts. Later, the publish-
ers began offering magazines in offices and business
centers. Slowly, government officials and the public be-
gan to understand and appreciate our work. On De-
cember 15, 1993, those patient and persistent efforts
culminated in the legal registration of the Christian As-
sociation of Jehovah’s Witnesses of Guinea.
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Fighting Illiteracy
Early in 1963, during his second visit to Sierra Leone,

Milton Henschel addressed a need that the branch had
been trying to tackle for some time. He urged the broth-
ers to intensify their efforts to combat illiteracy.

Some congregations were conducting literacy classes
in English. But after Brother Henschel’s visit, the broth-
ers began teaching students to read and write in their
mother tongue. Some congregations held classes in two
or three languages. These classes were so popular that
a third of the publishers in the country enrolled in
them.

In 1966, brothers in Liberia developed an illustrated
Kisi-language reading primer. When they showed the
primer to the Liberian government officials, the im-
pressed officials decided to print the booklet and to dis-
tribute it without cost. The primer was distributed in
Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, and it helped hun-
dreds of Kisi-speaking people to learn to read and write.
Later, primers were developed or adapted for other



“IN 1987, more than 1,000 delegates attended the ‘Di-
vine Peace’ District Convention in Guékédou, Guinea.
Since the convention site was near the Sierra Leone and
Liberia borders, many delegates from those countries de-
cided to commute each day. However, they lacked the
proper travel documents. So responsible brothers nego-
tiated with the border authorities and reached an agree-
ment. Delegates would need only one document—their
convention lapel card! When the border police saw the
bright-orange cards, they immediately waved the dele-
gates through.”—Everett Berry, former missionary.

A Lapel Card Was Their “Passport”

The brothers enjoyed the food at this convention



language groups, helping
many more people to be-
come literate.

The literacy classes not
only taught people to
read and write but also
helped them to make spiritual progress. Consider Sia
Ngallah, a 50-year-old unbaptized publisher who was il-
literate. Sia kept track of her witnessing activity with
black and red strings. After preaching for an hour, she
would tie a knot in the black string. After making a re-
turn visit, she would tie a knot in the red string. Sia at-
tended literacy class, which helped her to keep better
track of her ministry. She also progressed to baptism
and became a more effective preacher and teacher.

Today, many congregations in Sierra Leone and
Guinea still conduct literacy classes. A senior Sierra
Leone government official told brothers at the branch
office, “In addition to your Bible educational work, you
are doing a meritorious work by helping people in this
society to become literate.”
“Stones” Cry Out

As more people from various ethnic groups learned
to read, the need for translation increased. Most tribes-
men had little, if any, secular literature in their own lan-
guage. Educated people in Sierra Leone read English,
while those in Guinea read French. What could be done
to provide Bible literature in their native tongue?

In 1959, two Gilead graduates translated a tract and a
booklet into Mende, but only a limited number of cop-
ies were distributed. Ten years later, the booklets “This
Good News of the Kingdom” and Living in Hope of a
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Righteous New World were translated into Kisi. About
30,000 of these booklets were distributed and used to
conduct Bible studies.

In 1975, the branch office began publishing Watch-
tower study articles in Kisi. The Kisi publishers were
thrilled! One brother wrote: “Jehovah has performed a
great wonder in our behalf. None of us have ever been
to school. We were like stones—unable to talk. That is
how we were, but now that we have The Watchtower in
Kisi, we can speak of Jehovah’s great acts.” (Luke 19:40)
Several other publications were also translated into Kisi.

Today, most people in Sierra Leone and Guinea still
read our publications in English or French, which are
the languages used at congregation meetings. But re-
cently the number of vernacular publications has dra-
matically increased. Bible literature is now available
in Guerze, Kisi, Krio, Maninkakan, Mende, Pular, and
Susu. The brochures Listen to God and Live Forever and
Listen to God are available in all these languages. These
easy-to-use teaching aids are helping many people with
limited reading ability to grasp and appreciate the Bi-
ble’s marvelous message.
Building a Branch Office

During the early 1960’s, the brothers in Freetown had
been searching for land on which to build a new branch
office. Finally, in 1965, they acquired property on Wil-
kinson Road. The land overlooked the ocean in one of
the finest residential areas of the city.

The final design combined a Kingdom Hall, a mis-
sionary home, and work offices into one attractive
building. During construction, heavy traffic along
Wilkinson Road often slowed down almost to a stand-
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still as drivers and passengers tried to get a better view.
The building was dedicated on August 19, 1967. Nearly
300 people attended the program, including local dig-
nitaries and several old-timers who were baptized by
“Bible” Brown in 1923.

The new branch building elevated the work of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in the minds of many people. It also
answered some religious critics who said that the Wit-
nesses would not last in Sierra Leone. The new building
clearly proclaimed that Jehovah’s Witnesses were here
to stay.
Zealous Missionaries Stimulate Growth

From the mid-1970’s onward, a steady stream of
Gilead-trained missionaries boosted the work in Sierra

Branch office and missionary home in Freetown (1965-1997)
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Leone and Guinea. Some had served in other African
lands and quickly adapted to the local conditions. Oth-
ers were new to Africa. How would they cope with the
“white man’s graveyard”? Consider some of their com-
ments.

“People were humble and spiritually starved. Seeing
the truth improve their lives brought me great satisfac-
tion.”—Hannelore Altmeyer.

“Dealing with the tropical climate and disease was a
challenge. But the joy of helping honesthearted ones
serve Jehovah was worth it.”—Cheryl Ferguson.

“I learned to develop patience. When I asked a sister
when her visitors would arrive, she replied: ‘Maybe to-
day. Maybe tomorrow. Or maybe the next day.’ I must
have looked shocked because she insisted, ‘But they
will come!’”—Christine Jones.

“Fourteen missionaries from different ethnic and cul-
tural backgrounds lived in the Freetown missionary
home. We shared two toilets, one shower, one washing
machine, and one kitchen. Food supplies were limit-
ed and of poor quality. The electricity would fail un-
predictably—sometimes for days. Most of us suffered
from malaria and other tropical diseases. Though this
may sound like a recipe for disaster, we learned to live
together, to forgive, and to find humor in difficult situ-
ations. Preaching was a delight, and the missionaries
forged close bonds of friendship.”—Robert and Pau-
line Landis.

A group in the field ministry make their way across a
muddy rice field
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“Our time in Sierra
Leone was among the
best days of our lives. We
have no regrets and no
complaints. We just miss
it very much.”—Benja-
min and Monica Martin.

“Once, we stayed with an interested woman who of-
fered us a strange-looking meal. ‘It’s viper,’ she said.
‘I’ve removed the fangs. Would you like some?’ We
tactfully declined, but she insisted. As daunting as such
experiences were, we appreciated our hosts’ warm hos-
pitality and grew to love them very much.”—Frederick
and Barbara Morrisey.

“During my 43 years of missionary service, I have
lived with over 100 other missionaries. What a privi-
lege it has been to come to know so many people, all
having different personalities yet all working with the
same objective! And what a joy to be a fellow worker
with God and to have a share in seeing people embrace
Bible truth!”—Lynette Peters.

Since 1947, 154 missionaries have served in Sierra
Leone, and 88 in Guinea. Many other Witnesses came
to serve where the need was greater. Today, there are 44
missionaries in Sierra Leone and 31 in Guinea. Their
tireless efforts and selfless devotion have touched the
lives of countless individuals. Alfred Gunn, a longtime
member of the Branch Committee, says, “We think of
them with great fondness.”

“What a joy to be a
fellow worker with
God and to have a
share in seeing people
embrace Bible truth!”

Pauline Landis conducting a Bible study
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I GREW up crippled from the waist down, and I lived in a
compound in Freetown with my mother and several oth-
er poverty-stricken families. Ashamed and afraid of how
strangers might view me, I ventured outside the com-
pound only once in 18 years.

When I was 18 years old, Pauline Landis, a Witness mis-
sionary, called at my compound and offered to teach
me the Bible. When I told her that I could not read or
write, Pauline said that she would teach me that too. So I
agreed.

What I learned from the Bible filled me with joy. One
day, I asked Pauline if I could attend a congregation meet-
ing in a home about a block away. “I’ll walk there on my
wooden walking blocks,” I said.

When Pauline came to pick me up, my mother and
my neighbors watched me apprehensively. Gripping my

Jehovah Raised Me Up
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PROFILE A polio victim who
became a regular pioneer.
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wooden walking blocks, I reached forward and placed
them on the ground. Then I swung my body up and past
the blocks. As I made my way across the courtyard, my
neighbors yelled at Pauline: “You are forcing her. She has
tried to walk before and failed.”

“Jay, do you want to come?” asked Pauline gently.
“Yes!” I replied. “This is my decision.”
My neighbors watched quietly as I approached the gate.

When I exited the compound, they erupted in cheers.
How I enjoyed that meeting! Next, I was determined to

get to the Kingdom Hall. That involved “walking” to the
end of the street, taking a taxi ride, and then getting
brothers to carry me up a steep hill. I often arrived wet
and muddy and had to change my clothes at the hall. Lat-
er, a sister in Switzerland kindly sent me a wheelchair,
which allowed me to travel with dignity.

Reading the experiences of other disabled Witnesses
motivated me to serve Jehovah more fully. In 1988, I be-
came a regular pioneer. I prayed to Jehovah to help me
reach my goal, which was to help someone in my family
and someone in my territory to become a servant of Jeho-
vah. My prayers were answered when I was able to help
two of my nephews and a woman I met while street wit-
nessing learn the truth.

Now my arms have lost their strength, and I depend on
others to wheel me around. I also suffer from chronic
pain. But I have found that one remedy for pain is teach-
ing others about Jehovah. The joy it gives me eases my
pain and comforts me because Jehovah raised me up,
and now I lead a purposeful life.

SIERRA LEONE AND GUINEA 129



1991 to 2001

A “Furnace of
Affliction.”—Isa. 48:10.

Sierra Leone
Guinea

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

0

500

1,000

1,500

N
um

berofPublishers



Civil War
During the 1980’s, social, political, and econom-

ic problems kindled dissent throughout West Africa.
When war ravaged neighboring Liberia, many fled to
Sierra Leone. The branch arranged for homes and King-
dom Halls to be used to house the Witness refugees,
and the brothers took care of their needs.

Though times were hard for the refugees, there were
some amusing moments. Isolde Lorenz, a longtime
missionary relates: “A young boy was sent by his father
to warm up some food in the fireplace that was set up in
the garden behind the Kingdom Hall, which was locat-
ed on the branch’s property. When the boy came back,
he told his father that there would be no food today.
The father asked why. ‘Because,’ exclaimed the boy, ‘To-
day Jehovah has saved me from the mouth of the lion!’
What had happened? On his way back with the food,
the boy had met the branch’s large, but rather harm-
less, German shepherd named Lobo. The boy had the
fright of his life. While holding the plate of food, he
had stretched his hands out as far as possible to ward off
the dog. Lobo, of course, considered this as an invita-
tion to help itself. And that’s exactly what Lobo did!”

On March 23, 1991, the armed conflict in Liberia
spilled across the border into Sierra Leone, igniting an
11-year civil war. A rebel group called the Revolutionary
United Front (RUF) advanced rapidly on Kailahun and

Providing for the brothers’
spiritual and physical needs
often proved challenging
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Koindu, prompting most of the local population to flee
to Guinea. Among the refugees were about 120 brothers
and sisters. Meanwhile, other Witness refugees from Li-
beria flooded into Sierra Leone ahead of the rebels.

“For several months, groups of haggard, emaciated,
hungry brothers arrived at Freetown Bethel,” says Billie
Cowan, the Branch Committee coordinator at the time.
“Many had witnessed unspeakable atrocities and had
avoided starvation by eating wild herbs. We quickly
gave them food and clothing and cared for the relatives
and interested ones who accompanied them. The lo-
cal brothers and sisters opened their hearts and their
homes to the refugees. The Witness refugees immedi-
ately got busy in field service, helping the local congre-
gations. In time, most of them moved on, but while
they were here, they strengthened us!”
Sharing Comfort and Hope

The branch office sent food, medicine, building ma-
terials, tools, and utensils to Witnesses in refugee
camps in southern Guinea. This included a large supply
of donated clothing from France. “My children were
dancing, singing, and praising Jehovah,” one father
wrote. “They had new clothes to wear to the meet-
ings!” Some brothers and sisters said that they had nev-
er dressed better!

The refugees, though, needed more than material
aid. Jesus said: “Man must live, not on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from Jehovah’s mouth.”
(Matt. 4:4) So, the branch office sent Bible literature to

Sierra Leone suffered 11 years of civil war
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the region and organized regular assemblies and con-
ventions. Pioneers and traveling overseers were also
sent to the area.

When circuit overseer André Baart visited Koundou,
Guinea, he met a camp official who invited him to give
a Bible talk for the local refugees. About 50 people
heard André speak on the theme “Take Refuge in Jeho-
vah,” based on Psalm 18. When he finished, an elderly
woman rose and spoke. “You have made us very hap-
py,” she said. “Rice does not solve our problems, but
the Bible shows us how to hope in God. We thank you
from the bottom of our hearts for bringing us comfort
and hope.”

When missionaries William and Claudia Slaughter
were assigned to Guékédou, Guinea, the congregation
of over 100 refugees was aglow with the spirit. (Rom.
12:11) “Many young men were reaching out spiritual-
ly,” says William. “If someone could not give his as-
signed talk on the Theocratic Ministry School, 10 to 15
young brothers would volunteer to take his place. Large
groups were out in service zealously preaching. Some
of those zealous young men later became special pio-
neers and traveling overseers.”
Construction Amid Conflict

Soon after the civil war began, the brothers in Free-
town purchased a one-and-a-half-acre property at
133 Wilkinson Road, a few hundred feet down the road
from the branch office. “We wanted to build a new
Bethel home on the site but were concerned about the

Freetown branch construction; the branch today
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war,” says Alfred Gunn. “Since Lloyd Barry of the Gov-
erning Body was visiting us at the time, we raised our
concerns with him. He replied, ‘If we let wars hold us
back, we will never get anything done!’ His stirring
words gave us courage to move ahead.”

Hundreds of brothers labored on the project, includ-
ing over 50 volunteers from 12 different countries and
many willing helpers from local congregations. Work
began in May 1991. “Onlookers were impressed with
the high-quality blocks that were made on site. The
steel-stud structure was very different from local build-
ings,” says Tom Ball, the construction overseer. “But
the people were more amazed to see white foreigners
and black locals working unitedly and happily together
on the project.”

On April 19, 1997, a multinational crowd joyfully as-
sembled for the dedication of the new branch facilities.
One month later, after five years of savage rural con-
flict, the RUF attacked Freetown.
Battle for Freetown

Thousands of RUF fighters with matted hair and red
headbands surged through the city, looting, raping,
and killing. “The situation was extremely tense,” recalls
Alfred Gunn. “Most of the foreign missionaries were
quickly evacuated. The last to leave were Billie and San-
dra Cowan, Jimmie and Joyce Holland, and Catherine
and me.

“We prayed with the local Bethelites who volun-
teered to stay behind, and then we hurried to the evac-
uation point. Along the way we were stopped by about
20 wild-looking, drunken rebel soldiers. When we gave
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them magazines and money, they let us pass. Along
with more than 1,000 other evacuees, we converged on
a fortified checkpoint manned by heavily armed U.S.
marines. There we boarded a military helicopter and
were whisked offshore to a U.S. naval ship. A ship officer
later told us that our civilian evacuation had been the
largest conducted by the U.S. Navy since the Vietnam
War. The following day, we flew by helicopter to Con-
akry, Guinea. There we set up a temporary branch of-
fice.”

The missionaries anxiously awaited news from Free-
town. Finally, a letter arrived, stating: “Amid the chaos
we are still distributing Kingdom News No. 35, ‘Will All
People Ever Love One Another?’ People are really re-
sponding, and even some of the rebels are studying
with us. We have thus resolved to intensify our preach-
ing activities.”

Jonathan Mbomah, who was serving as a circuit over-
seer, recalls: “We even held a special assembly day in
Freetown. The program was so spiritually motivating
that I traveled to Bo and Kenema to hold the program
in those areas. The brothers in those war-torn towns
thanked Jehovah for the wonderful spiritual food.

“In late 1997, we held a district convention at the Na-
tional Stadium in Freetown. On the final day of the pro-
gram, rebel soldiers entered the stadium and ordered us
to leave. We pleaded with them to let us finish the pro-
gram. After a long discussion, they relented and left.
Over 1,000 people attended the convention, and 27
were baptized. Several brothers made the perilous trip
to Bo and heard the program again there. What won-
derful, thrilling conventions they were!”
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Bethel Attacked!
In February 1998, government soldiers and troops

from the Economic Community of West African States
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) launched an all-out of-
fensive to evict the rebel forces from Freetown. Tragical-
ly, one brother was killed by stray shrapnel during the
ferocious battle.

Some 150 publishers took shelter at the Kissy and
Cockerill missionary homes. Laddie Sandy, one of two
Bethel night watchmen, relates: “Late one night, while
Philip Turay and I were on duty, two armed RUF rebels
appeared at Bethel and demanded that we open the
glass lobby doors. As Philip and I leaped to safety, they
repeatedly shot into the door lock. Remarkably, it held,
and they did not think to shoot out the glass panes.
Frustrated, they left.

“Two nights later, the rebels returned with about
20 determined, well-equipped companions. We quickly
alerted the Bethel family and ran to a prearranged ref-
uge in the basement. Seven of us hid in the dark behind
two large barrels, shaking with fear. The rebels shot
their way into the building, melting the door lock in
the process. ‘Look for those Jehovah’s Witnesses, and
cut their throats,’ one rebel bellowed. We crouched in
silence as they ransacked the building for seven hours.
Finally satisfied with their night’s work, they left.

“We gathered our personal belongings and ran to
the Cockerill missionary home—the old Bethel
home—just up the road. Along the way we were robbed

Alfred and Catherine Gunn were among those evacuated
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DURING the 11-year-long
civil war, various factions
targeted Sierra Leone’s
rich diamond mines in
order to fund their military
activities. That was one of
the findings of the Truth
and Reconciliation Com-
mission of Sierra Leone.
“Conflict diamonds” were
smuggled abroad and sold
to dealers who ignored
their origin, tragically pro-
longing the war.

“Conflict
Diamonds”





by another group of rebels. We arrived at the mission-
ary home badly shaken but grateful to be alive. After
resting a few days, we returned to Bethel to clean up
the mess.”

Two months later, after ECOMOG forces were in con-
trol of the city, the missionaries began returning from
Guinea. Little did they know, though, that their stay
would be brief.
Operation No Living Thing

Eight months later, in December 1998, hundreds of
delegates at Freetown’s National Stadium were enjoying
the “God’s Way of Life” District Convention. Suddenly,
they heard a low boom, and a plume of smoke rose
from the hills. The rebel army had returned!

In the days that followed, the situation in Freetown
worsened. The Branch Committee chartered a small
plane and evacuated 12 missionaries, 8 foreign Bethel-
ites, and 5 construction volunteers to Conakry. Three
days later, on January 6, 1999, rebel forces launched
a brutal killing campaign called Operation No Living
Thing. With terrifying violence they ravaged Freetown,
massacring some 6,000 civilians. The rebels amputated
arms and legs at random, abducted hundreds of chil-
dren, and destroyed thousands of buildings.

One much loved brother, Edward Toby, was brutally
murdered. More than 200 traumatized publishers were
housed either at Bethel or at the Cockerill missionary
home. Others hid in their homes. The Witnesses who
had taken shelter at the Kissy missionary home, locat-
ed on the east end of town, desperately needed med-
ication. But crossing the city was highly dangerous.
Who would risk it? Laddie Sandy and Philip Turay, the
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intrepid Bethel night watchmen, immediately volun-
teered.

“The city was chaotic,” Philip recalls. “Rebel soldiers
manned numerous checkpoints, harassing people at
will. A strict curfew ran from mid-afternoon to mid-
morning, limiting our ability to travel. Two days after
starting out on our journey, we reached the Kissy mis-
sionary home, only to find that it had been ransacked
and burned.

“Checking the surrounding area, we found one of
our brothers, Andrew Caulker, who had horrific head
wounds. Rebels had bound him and struck him repeat-
edly with an ax. Amazingly, he survived and had man-
aged to escape. We rushed him to the hospital, where

(Left to Right) Laddie Sandy, Andrew Caulker, and Philip Turay
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he slowly recovered. Later he served as a regular pio-
neer.”

Other Witnesses were spared death or injury because
of their reputation as Christian neutrals. One brother
relates: “The rebels demanded that we don white ban-
dannas and dance in the street to support their cause.
‘If you refuse, we will hack off your arm or leg or kill
you,’ they told us. Terrified, my wife and I stepped
aside, quietly praying for Jehovah’s help. Seeing our
plight, a young neighbor who was collaborating with
the rebels, told the rebel commander: ‘This is our
“brother.” He doesn’t get involved in politics, so we will
dance for him.’ Satisfied, the commander turned away,
and we hurried home.”

As an eerie calm descended over the city, the brothers
cautiously resumed meetings and field service. Publish-
ers wore convention lapel cards to identify themselves
at checkpoints. Brothers waiting in the long checkpoint
queues became skilled at starting Bible conversations.

As shortages of all sorts gripped the city, the Britain
branch flew in 200 cartons of relief aid. Billie Cowan
and Alan Jones flew from Conakry to Freetown to escort
the shipment through a succession of checkpoints. The
shipment reached Bethel just before the evening cur-
few. James Koroma made courier trips to Conakry, re-
turning with literature and other vital supplies. Some
of this spiritual food was forwarded to isolated publish-
ers in Bo and Kenema.

On August 9, 1999, the missionaries in Conakry start-
ed returning to Freetown. The following year, a Brit-
ish armed expeditionary force drove the rebels out of
Freetown. Sporadic fighting continued for a while, but
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by January 2002, the war was declared over. As a re-
sult of the 11-year conflict, 50,000 people were killed,
20,000 were maimed, 300,000 homes were destroyed,
and 1.2 million people were displaced.

How had Jehovah’s organization fared? Jehovah had
clearly protected and blessed it. During the conflict,
about 700 people were baptized. Hundreds of Witness-
es had fled the war zone, yet the number of publishers
in Sierra Leone increased by 50 percent. Guinea had an
increase in publishers of over 300 percent! More impor-
tant, God’s people had maintained their integrity. In a
“furnace of affliction,” they had displayed unbreakable
Christian unity and love and had “continued without
letup teaching and declaring the good news.”—Isa. 48:
10; Acts 5:42.

Relief aid arriving in Freetown
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I WAS 16 years old when rebel soldiers forced me to join
their army. They supplied me with drugs and alcohol, and
I often fought in a drug-crazed state. I fought many battles
and committed terrible atrocities. This I deeply regret.

One day an elderly Witness preached at our barracks.
Most people feared and despised us rebels, yet he was
reaching out to help us spiritually. When he invited me to
a meeting, I accepted. I don’t remember what was said at
the meeting, but I clearly remember the warm welcome
I received.

When the war heated up, I lost contact with the Wit-
nesses. Then I was seriously wounded and was sent to a
rebel-controlled area to recuperate. Before the war end-
ed, I escaped to a government-controlled area and en-
tered a program to disarm, demobilize, and reintegrate
combatants into society.

I desperately wanted spiritual help. I attended Pente-
costal meetings, but the church members called me the
Satan in their midst. So I started searching for Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. After I found them, I began to study
and attend meetings. When I confessed to my wicked
deeds, the brothers read to me Jesus’ comforting words:
“Healthy people do not need a physician, but those who
are ill do. . . . I came to call, not righteous people, but sin-
ners.”—Matt. 9:12, 13.

How those words touched my heart! I handed my dag-
ger to the brother with whom I was studying the Bible, say-
ing: “I kept this weapon for protection against reprisals.

From Child Soldier to
Regular Pioneer
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But now that I know that Jehovah and Jesus love me, I
don’t want it anymore.”

The brothers taught me how to read and write. Eventu-
ally, I was baptized and became a regular pioneer. Today,
when I preach to former rebels, they say that they respect
me for cleaning up my life. I even studied with the adju-
tant of my former platoon.

When I was a soldier, I fathered three boys. After learn-
ing the truth, I wanted to help them spiritually. To my de-
light, two of them responded! One of my sons is an un-
baptized publisher, and my oldest son is now an auxiliary
pioneer.
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ONE afternoon rebels entered our town, firing their guns
into the air for about two hours. Some were young teen-
agers who struggled to carry their weapons. They were very
dirty, had wild, unkempt hair, and seemed to be under the
influence of drugs.

The following day the killing started. People were brutal-
ly maimed or executed. Women were raped. It was chaotic.
Brother Amara Babawo and his family and four interested
people took refuge at my house. We were terrified.

Soon a rebel commander appeared and ordered us to re-
port for military training the following morning. We were de-
termined to stay neutral, although refusal meant death.
We prayed most of that night. Rising early, we considered
the day’s text and waited for the rebels to come. They nev-
er came.

We Escaped From Rebel Soldiers
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PROFILE A regular pioneer in
Pendembu, Eastern Province,
Sierra Leone, when the war
broke out in 1991.
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Later a rebel officer and
four of his men comman-
deered my house. They told
us to stay, so we contin-
ued to hold regular meet-
ings and to discuss the daily text at home. Some soldiers
said: “You are reading the daily text. You must be Jehovah’s
Witnesses.” They were not interested in the Bible, but they
respected us.

One day a senior commander came to inspect the troops
who were billeted at my home. He saluted Brother Babawo
and shook his hand. Addressing the soldiers, the com-
mander barked: “This man is my boss and yours. If one
hair falls from his head or the heads of those with him, it
will mean trouble for you. Do you understand?” “Yes, sir!”
they replied. The commander then gave us a letter order-
ing the Revolutionary United Front not to harm us because
we were peaceful citizens.

Several months later, rebel factions began fighting each
other, so we fled to neighboring Liberia. There we were
threatened by another rebel group. “We are Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses,” we told them. “Then what does John 3:16 say?” a
soldier asked. When we recited the verse, he let us go.

Later, we met another rebel commander who ordered
Brother Babawo and me to accompany him. We feared for
our lives. Then the rebel told us that he had studied with
the Witnesses before the war. He gave us money and took
a letter from us and carried it to the brothers in a nearby
congregation. Soon afterward, two brothers arrived with re-
lief supplies and led us to safety.

“You are reading the
daily text. You must be
Jehovah’s Witnesses”
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IN 1997, while rebel and government forces battled it
out in Freetown, I volunteered to carry correspondence
from Freetown to the temporary branch office in Conakry,
Guinea.

At the city bus station, I boarded a bus with a group of
other men. Gunfire echoed in the distance, filling us with
fear. As we drove through the city streets, a barrage of
gunfire erupted around us. Our driver backtracked and
took another route. Soon afterward, we were stopped by a
group of rebel gunmen who ordered us out of the vehicle.
After questioning us, they let us pass. Later, we were
stopped by another group of soldiers. Because one of our
passengers knew their commander, they too let us go. At
the edge of town, we met a third group of rebels who
questioned us but then ordered us to move on. As we

The Watchtower Man
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PROFILE Served as a courier
during the civil war.
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made our way north, we passed many more roadblocks
until early that evening when our dusty vehicle rolled into
Conakry.

During later trips I carried cartons of literature, office
equipment, branch records, and relief supplies. I traveled
mostly by car and minibus. But I also used porters and
canoes to lug literature through rain forests and across
rivers.

Once while carrying equipment from Freetown to Con-
akry, the minibus that I was in was stopped at the border
by rebel soldiers. One of them spotted my luggage and be-
gan to question me suspiciously. Just then I saw a former
schoolmate among the rebels. The soldiers were calling
him Roughneck, and he was the most ferocious-looking
soldier of the bunch. I told my questioner that I had come
to see Roughneck, and then I called out to him. Rough-
neck instantly recognized me and ran to meet me. We em-
braced and laughed. Then he turned serious.

“Are you having any problems,” he asked.
“I’m trying to cross into Guinea,” I replied.
He promptly ordered the soldiers to let our minibus

pass through the checkpoint uninspected.
From that day forward, whenever I stopped at that

checkpoint, Roughneck ordered the soldiers to let me
pass. I gave the soldiers copies of our magazines, which
they appreciated very much. Soon they were calling me
The Watchtower Man.
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IN 1970, I worked for a British mining company in Tongo
Fields, a diamond-rich area north of Kenema. I also pros-
pected for diamonds in my spare time. Whenever I found
my own stones, I dressed up and headed to Kenema to
sell the gems and to have a good time.

In 1972, I met Jehovah’s Witnesses and started study-
ing the Bible. Five months later, I qualified for baptism.
Since I had no vacation time left, I asked a coworker to
cover my shift so that I could attend the district conven-
tion and get baptized. He agreed but only on the condition
that I give him one week’s salary. My baptism meant
more to me than money, so I readily accepted his offer.
When I returned from the convention, he told me to keep
my wages because serving God was the right thing to

Something Better Than Diamonds

������������������������������������
Tamba Josiah
��������������������������������������������������������������������

BORN 1948
��������������������������������������������������������������������

BAPTIZED 1972
��������������������������������������������������������������������

PROFILE Worked in diamond
mines before coming into the
truth. He is now a member
of the Sierra Leone Branch
Committee.
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do. Six months later, I left
my well-paying job to store
up treasures in heaven as
a special pioneer.—Matt. 6:
19, 20.

For 18 years I served as
a special pioneer and a cir-
cuit overseer in various parts of the country. Meanwhile,
I married Christiana, a loyal and supportive partner, and
we were blessed with a daughter, Lynette.

During Sierra Leone’s civil war, Christiana and I pio-
neered in Bo, which is located in another major diamond
mining area. Here we found many spiritual “diamonds”
—genuine Christian disciples. Within four years, our con-
gregation grew by more than 60 percent. Now Bo has
three thriving congregations.

In 2002, I was invited to become a member of the Sier-
ra Leone Branch Committee. Christiana and I live near
Bethel. I commute to work each day, while Christiana
serves as a special pioneer. Lynette works at Bethel on
the Krio translation team.

I once dreamed of finding literal diamonds, but I found
something much better—spiritual riches. I also unearthed
18 spiritual “diamonds,” or true Christian disciples. Truly,
Jehovah has blessed me beyond measure.

I once dreamed
of finding literal
diamonds, but I found
something much
better—spiritual riches
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“Jehovah, Thank You!”
As conditions stabilized, brothers and sisters re-

turned to what was left of their homes. Congregations
that were disbanded during the war sprang to life, es-
pecially in Sierra Leone’s war-torn east. Special pio-
neers from one area reported: “Sixteen people attend-
ed our first meeting, 36 came to the next, 56 enjoyed
the one after that, and then 77 attended the Memori-
al! We were thrilled!” Nine new congregations were
formed, bringing the total to 24. Ten new Gilead mis-
sionaries arrived, adding fresh impetus to the preach-
ing work. In 2004, the Memorial attendance was 7,594
—over five times the total publishers! Similar growth
occurred in Guinea.

The Governing Body swiftly released emergency
funds to help the returning refugees get established.
(Jas. 2:15, 16) Mobile teams of relief volunteers built
or repaired 12 Kingdom Halls and an Assembly Hall in
Koindu. They also constructed 42 modest mud-brick
dwellings to accommodate families whose homes had
been destroyed. Standing beside her new corrugated
iron-roofed house with tears of joy running down her
face, one widowed sister in her 70’s shouted: “Jeho-
vah, thank you! Jehovah, thank you! Brothers, thank
you!”

The branch office also began building Kingdom
Halls with funds from the program for lands with

Public witnessing in Freetown
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limited resources. Saidu Juanah, an elder and a pio-
neer in the Bo West Congregation, relates: “One sister
told me, ‘If I hear that we will receive a new Kingdom
Hall, I will clap with my hands and feet!’ When I an-
nounced that we were getting a new hall, the sister
leaped from her seat, applauding and dancing—‘clap-
ping’ with her hands and feet!”

In 2010, the Waterloo Congregation dedicated a
new Kingdom Hall that can be expanded into an
800-seat Assembly Hall. The day the congregation pur-
chased the property, the owner received a higher offer
from another bidder. She said, “I would rather have a
religious conference center on my land than to have it
used for commercial purposes.”

Under the program for lands with limited resources,
17 Kingdom Halls have been constructed in Sierra
Leone, and 6 in Guinea. These modest but dignified
places of worship have encouraged many more people
to attend meetings.

Finding Jehovah’s Lost Sheep
As the preaching work gained momentum, the

branch office arranged a two-month campaign to
preach in seldom worked territory. Publishers placed
nearly 15,000 books and enjoyed many fine experienc-
es. Some people asked if Jehovah’s Witnesses would
set up congregations in any of the local towns. As a re-
sult, two new congregations were eventually estab-
lished. In one remote village, the brothers found two
displaced sisters who had been cut off from the orga-
nization during the war. The brothers immediately
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organized regular meetings and started several Bible
studies in the village.

In 2009, the branch office heard of a village deep in
the Guinea forest where people claimed to be Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. Sending brothers to investigate, the
branch learned that an elderly brother had returned to
his native village after he retired. He studied with sev-
eral men before he died. One of the men put faith
in Jehovah and began sharing his Bible knowledge
with others. He also held meetings, using the deceased
brother’s publications. The group had been worship-
ping Jehovah for 20 years before a publisher stumbled
across them. The branch immediately sent brothers to
assist the group spiritually. In 2012, one hundred and
seventy-two people in the village attended the Memo-
rial of Christ’s death.

In recent times, a growing number of ‘lost sheep’
have been found. These are persons who had drifted
away or had been removed from the congregation.
Many such prodigals have turned around and made
their way back to the truth. Jehovah’s people have
welcomed them with open arms.—Luke 15:11-24.
Sincere Muslims Accept the Truth

When sharing the good news with others, the apos-
tle Paul became “all things to people of all sorts.”
(1 Cor. 9:22, 23) Likewise, Jehovah’s servants in Sierra
Leone and Guinea have adjusted their approach in or-
der to appeal to different people. Consider, for exam-
ple, how some publishers reason with tolerant Mus-
lims, the largest religious group in both countries.

Saidu Juanah, who is a former Muslim, explains:
“Muslims believe that Adam was created from dust but
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that he first lived in a heavenly paradise. To help them
grasp the correct understanding, I ask them, ‘Where
does dust come from?’

“ ‘The earth,’ they reply.
“ ‘So Adam must have been created where?’ I con-

tinue.
“ ‘On the earth,’ they answer.
“To drive home the point, I read Genesis 1:27, 28

and ask, ‘Do heavenly beings have children?’
“ ‘No. Angels are neither male nor female,’ they

reply.
“ ‘When God told Adam and Eve to have children,

they must have been where?’ I reason.
“ ‘On the earth,’ they respond.
“ ‘So when God restores Paradise, where must that

Paradise be?’ I ask.
“ ‘Here on earth,’ they reply.”
Saidu concludes, “Such Scriptural reasoning

prompts many sincere Muslims to listen further and
to accept Bible literature.”

Consider Momoh, a Muslim shopkeeper who hoped
to become an Imam one day. When Witness mission-
aries reasoned with him from the Scriptures, Momoh
became curious. He attended part of a circuit assem-
bly and liked what he heard. Four days later, he and
his wife, Ramatu, and their five children attended
the Memorial of Jesus’ death. Momoh then started
studying the Bible in earnest. After several studies he
stopped selling cigarettes. He told his customers that
cigarettes harm people and are disapproved by God.
He also started studying with his wife and children at
his shop. When customers called during the family
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study, he asked them to sit and wait, explaining that
the study was very important for his family. When he
and Ramatu legalized their marriage, their families
began bitterly opposing them. Undeterred, Momoh
and Ramatu boldly witnessed to their relatives, who
eventually came to respect their fine conduct. Momoh
was baptized in 2008, and Ramatu in 2011.
Upholding the Sanctity of Blood

Jehovah’s people courageously uphold God’s mor-
al standards, including his view of blood. (Acts 15:
29) This stand has gained the respect of a growing
number of medical professionals in Sierra Leone and
Guinea.

Brothers comforting a sister in the hospital

SIERRA LEONE AND GUINEA 159



In 1978, brothers distributed the booklet Jehovah’s
Witnesses and the Question of Blood to doctors, nurses,
hospital administrators, lawyers, and judges through-
out Sierra Leone. Soon afterward, a sister who was in
labor began bleeding internally, but doctors refused to
treat her without blood. One doctor, however, agreed
to help because of the informative and logical materi-
al that he had read in the Blood booklet. The sister
gave birth to a healthy baby boy and made a complete
recovery.

About 1991, Dr. Bashiru Koroma, a surgeon at Ken-
ema Hospital, read the brochure How Can Blood Save
Your Life? Impressed by its contents, he began study-
ing the Bible and attending Christian meetings. When
a nine-year-old Witness boy ruptured his spleen in an
accident, the boy’s doctors refused to operate without
blood. They told his parents, “Take your child home to
die!” The parents approached Dr. Koroma, who suc-
cessfully performed the operation.

Dr. Koroma soon became Brother Koroma—a
staunch defender of bloodless medicine. Other doc-
tors ostracized him for his stand, yet his patients con-
sistently did well. Later, some of his colleagues began
seeking his assistance with difficult surgical proce-
dures.

Since 1994, the Hospital Information Desk at the
branch in Freetown has set up Hospital Liaison Com-
mittees in Sierra Leone and in Guinea. These commit-
tees have lovingly supported many sick Witnesses and
persuaded dozens of medical professionals to accom-
modate our stand on blood.
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Helping the Deaf
According to one estimate, some 3,000 to 5,000 peo-

ple in Sierra Leone and hundreds of people in Guinea
are deaf. Since Jehovah’s “will is that all sorts of peo-
ple should be saved,” how would the deaf “hear” the
good news?—1 Tim. 2:4.

Michelle Washington, a Gilead missionary who ar-
rived in Sierra Leone in 1998, relates: “My husband,
Kevin, and I were assigned to a congregation where
four deaf people were attending meetings. Since I
could communicate in American Sign Language, I
wanted to help them. The branch office invited me
to interpret for the deaf at meetings and assemblies
and informed nearby congregations of this provision.
The branch also sponsored sign-language classes for
publishers interested in helping the deaf. We began

Femi, (far right) signing a Kingdom song



searching out deaf people in the community and con-
ducting Bible studies with them. Seeing our efforts to
help the deaf, many people in the community praised
us. However, not everyone was pleased with our activ-
ity. A pastor ministering to the deaf declared us to be
‘false prophets.’ He warned the people and their fami-
lies to stay away from us. Some were told that if they
associated with us their financial aid would be cut off.
The deaf community quickly split into two camps:
those who had not met us and supported the pastor
and those who had met us and did not support the
pastor. Some of the latter group took their stand for
the truth and progressed to baptism.”

Femi, for example, was born deaf and could commu-
nicate only by using basic gestures. He was suspicious
of everyone—especially hearing people—and felt un-
happy and unloved. Then he began studying the Bible
with brothers from the sign-language group. Soon he
was regularly attending Christian meetings and learn-
ing sign language himself. Femi progressed to baptism
and now happily teaches other deaf people the truth.

In July 2010, the Freetown American Sign Language
group became a congregation. There are also sign-
language groups in Bo and Conakry.
Poor But “Rich in Faith”

The Bible reveals that most first-century Christians
were materially poor. The disciple James wrote: “Did
not God choose those who are poor from the world’s
standpoint to be rich in faith?” (Jas. 2:5) Faith in Jeho-
vah has also brought comfort and hope to the publish-
ers in Sierra Leone and Guinea.
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Faith prompts many poor Witness families in re-
mote areas to save for months to attend district
conventions. Some grow crops to finance their trip.
Groups of 20 to 30 delegates cram into small trucks
for hot, dusty, bone-rattling journeys that can last 20
hours or more. Other delegates walk long distances.
“We walked the first 50 miles to the convention, tak-
ing along a large supply of bananas,” says one brother.
“We sold the bananas along the way, lightening our
load and raising enough money to travel the rest of the
way by truck.”

Faith has also moved many publishers to resist the
temptation to move to more materially prosperous
lands. “We trust that Jehovah will care for our needs,”

Branch Committee, from left to right: Collin Attick, Alfred Gunn,
Tamba Josiah, and Delroy Williamson
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says Emmanuel Patton, a graduate of the Bible School
for Single Brothers. “Because we live in a land where
the need for Kingdom preachers is great, we realize that
our service is especially valuable.” (Matt. 6:33) Emman-
uel now serves as a congregation elder, and both he and
his wife, Eunice, work tirelessly to promote Kingdom
interests. Other family heads choose not to move in or-
der to protect the unity and spirituality of their fami-
lies. “I refused to accept work that would take me away
from my family for extended periods of time,” says
Timothy Nyuma, who served as a special pioneer and
substitute circuit overseer. “My wife, Florence, and I

Traveling by truck to a district convention
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also educated our children locally rather than sending
them away to be raised by others.”

Other brothers and sisters display faith by perse-
vering in Christian activities despite various difficul-
ties. Kevin Washington, mentioned earlier, observes:
“Many publishers regularly preach and care for con-
gregation responsibilities in the face of problems that
might prompt us to stay home and be cranky. Some, for
example, are chronically ill and do not have access to
the medical care and remedies that are readily available
elsewhere. Others make great efforts to become literate.
If I am ever critical about the way a brother handles an
assignment, I ask myself: ‘If I worked full-time, had ma-
jor health problems, had poor eyesight without correc-
tive glasses, and had a limited theocratic library and no
electricity, would I have done as well?’ ”

In these and countless other ways, the brothers and
sisters in Sierra Leone and Guinea glorify Jehovah.
Like their first-century Christian counterparts, they
recommend themselves as God’s ministers “by the en-
durance of much, by tribulations, by times of need, . . .
as poor but making many rich, as having nothing and
yet possessing all things.”—2 Cor. 6:4, 10.
Facing the Future With Confidence

Over 90 years ago, Alfred Joseph and Leonard Black-
man reported that Sierra Leone’s fields were “white for
harvesting.” (John 4:35) Some 35 years later, Manuel
Diogo wrote from Guinea, saying, “There is plenty of
interest here.” Today, Jehovah’s servants in both coun-
tries are convinced that many more people will yet re-
spond to the good news.
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In 2012, Guinea had a Memorial attendance of
3,479, over four and a half times the total publish-
ers in the country. The 2,030 publishers in Sierra
Leone had 7,854 people attend the Memorial, nearly
four times the number of publishers. One old-timer
present on the night of that Memorial was 93-year-
old special pioneer Winifred Remmie. She and her
husband, Lichfield, arrived in Sierra Leone in 1963. Af-
ter 60 years in full-time service, she was still serv-

ing as a special pioneer. Winifred stated: “Who
would have dreamed that Sierra Leone would be

166



so rich with strong spiritual brothers and sisters. Al-
though I am old, I still want to share in this joyful in-
crease.”�

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Sierra Leone and Guinea
heartily echo Winifred’s sentiments. Like stately,
well-watered trees, they are determined to keep bear-
ing fruit to Jehovah’s praise. (Ps. 1:3) In Jehovah’s
strength they will keep on proclaiming mankind’s real
hope of freedom—“the glorious freedom of the chil-
dren of God.”—Rom. 8:21.

� Winifred Remmie died while this account was being prepared.



IN 1991, my wife, Satta, and I fled for our lives as rebel sol-
diers overran our hometown, Koindu, Sierra Leone. Over
the next eight years, we lived in many different refugee
camps. There we endured food shortages and sicknesses
and were surrounded by the immoral activities of our camp
neighbors.

In each camp we asked the authorities for land to build
a Kingdom Hall. Sometimes our request was granted, and
sometimes it was not. Nevertheless, we always arranged to
have a meeting place for worship. We were determined to
serve Jehovah. Eventually, we built four Kingdom Halls in
the camps.

When the war ended, we could not return home. Years of
fighting had turned Koindu into a wasteland. So we were
sent to yet another refugee camp near Bo. There, with
funds supplied by the branch office, we built our fifth King-
dom Hall.

Determined to Serve Jehovah
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Philip Tengbeh
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BORN 1966
��������������������������������������������������������������������

BAPTIZED 1997
��������������������������������������������������������������������

PROFILE A refugee who helped
to build five Kingdom Halls.
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WHEN I first arrived, it took me all of two weeks to fall in
love with Sierra Leone. I marveled at how people bore
heavy loads on their heads with effortless poise. Neighbor-
hoods teemed with life. Children played and danced in
the streets, clapping their hands and stamping their feet
in lively rhythms. I was surrounded by color, motion, and
music.

What I enjoy most is preaching here. Sierra Leoneans
take pride in welcoming strangers. They respect the Bible
and listen to its message. They often invite me into their
homes. When I leave, some walk with me all the way down
the street. These endearing traits help me to cope with mi-
nor discomforts, such as water shortages and power out-
ages.

Because I am single, people sometimes ask me if I ever
feel lonely. Actually, I have so much to do that I haven’t had
time to get lonely. I lead a life full of purpose.

I Fell in Love With Sierra Leone
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Cindy McIntire
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PROFILE Missionary since
1992. She served in Guinea
and Senegal and is currently
serving in Sierra Leone.
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“WE BELIEVE that the Year 1914 gives evidence
of greater possibilities of service for the Truth
than has any previous year of the Harvest,” stat-
ed The Watch Tower of January 1, 1914. The
year that the Bible Students had been anticipat-

ing for decades had finally arrived, and they were hard at
work in the ministry. As a result of the efforts of the Bible
Students that year, millions of people heard about the Bi-
ble’s promises. The world around them, though, expended
its efforts in a very different direction.

One Hundred
Years Ago
1914



The World Becomes More Violent
Early in 1914, one of the most violent events in the his-

tory of labor strikes in the United States took the lives of
men, women, and children. Miners on strike and their fam-
ilies had been evicted from their company-owned housing
and were forced to live in tent colonies. On April 20, in the
tent colony near Ludlow, Colorado, shooting erupted. The
miners’ tent colony was set ablaze. Throughout the re-
gion incensed miners retaliated by killing many company
guards. The army was called in to restore order.

In Europe, things were much worse. On June 28, when
Gavrilo Princip, a 19-year-old Bosnian Serb, fired the shot
that killed Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria, he provid-
ed the spark that ignited World War I. By year’s end, World
War I, then known as the Great War, had enveloped Europe.

Conventions Focus on the Preaching Work
Amid the world’s increasing turmoil, the Bible Students

encouraged one another to be diligent in the preaching
work. The first convention of God’s people ever held in
South Africa began on April 10. The peak attendance at
that convention was 34. “We were a very ‘little flock,’ in-
deed,” wrote William W. Johnston. “We immersed almost
half of [those who attended] the . . . Convention. Eight sis-
ters and eight brothers symbolized their consecration in
the Lord’s appointed manner.” On the last day of the con-
vention, those assembled talked about how best to ad-
vance the preaching work in South Africa. Today, more than
90,000 faithful publishers in South Africa testify to the suc-
cess of that ‘little flock.’

On June 28, 1914, the very day that Archduke Ferdinand
was shot, the Bible Students assembled in Clinton, Iowa,
U.S.A. At that convention, on June 30, A. H. MacMillan
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said: “If we wish to receive our reward we want to keep ac-
tively engaged in doing the will of God, out in the service
whenever possible, carrying the harvest message to the
world.”

The “Photo-Drama” Attracts Millions
The “Photo-Drama of Creation,” a production consisting

of recorded Bible talks and music that were synchronized
with colored glass slides and motion pictures, premiered in
New York City on January 11, 1914. Five thousand attend-
ed that first showing, and many were turned away because
of a lack of space.

Preparation of the “Photo-Drama of Creation” had taken
two years, yet it “was barely ready to give its first exhibition
in January,” observed The Watch Tower. During the first
half of 1914, the brothers made several improvements to
the “Photo-Drama.” For example, they added an introduc-
tory film with synchronized narration by Charles Taze Rus-
sell, making the presentation’s sponsorship clear.

At its peak, the “Photo-Drama” played simultaneously in
as many as 80 cities. By July of 1914, it had reached Great
Britain, being shown to packed houses in Glasgow and
London. September saw the production reach Denmark,
Finland, Germany, Sweden, and Switzerland. By October,
it had reached Australia and New Zealand. In all, over
nine million people saw the “Photo-Drama” in its first year.

Each copy of the “Photo-Drama” consisted of hundreds
of glass slides, many reels of motion-picture film, and doz-
ens of records. The copies were expensive to produce, and
each showing required an experienced crew of brothers
and sisters. Thus, the complete “Photo-Drama” was pri-
marily shown in large cities. In order to reach those in rural
areas, the Bible Students also produced three abbreviated
versions of the “Photo-Drama.” One version, known as the
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“Eureka Drama Y,” contained tinted glass slides that were
accompanied by recorded Bible talks and music. The other
versions, known as the “Eureka Drama X” and the much
shorter “Eureka Family Drama,” were audio only, with no
slides or motion pictures. In the United States, more than
70,000 people had seen a version of the “Eureka Drama”
by the end of 1914, less than four months after it was re-
leased.

Colporteurs and Volunteers Share
in the Preaching Work

While the “Photo-Drama” work was new and exciting, the
Bible Students recognized that other forms of the preach-
ing work were their first priority. A letter from Charles Taze
Russell to all colporteurs, now called pioneers, stated: “We
know of no branch of the service yielding larger fruitage in
this Harvest time. For this reason we are discouraging Col-
porteurs from entering the Photo-Drama work . . . Other
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brothers and sisters, equally loyal to the Lord . . . can serve
in the Drama work.”

In January of 1914, the number of colporteurs was 850.
Over the course of the year, those zealous evangelizers dis-
tributed more than 700,000 copies of Studies in the Scrip-
tures. The Watch Tower expressed a “warm interest” in the
colporteurs and encouraged its readers to “speak to them
words of encouragement; for their way is not always strewn
with thornless flowers.”

Other Bible Students distributed tracts in dozens of lan-
guages. During 1914, they placed over 47 million copies of
The Bible Students Monthly and other tracts!

The Bible Students’ work did not go unnoticed. Their
preaching was public, and their meetings were free. One of
Christendom’s ministers lamented: “By and by people will
think it is a crime to take up a collection, and then where
shall we be? Pastor Russell is bringing us all into dis-
repute.”

The End of the Gentile Times
The Bible Students believed that “the times of the Gen-

tiles,” spoken of in Luke 21:24 (King James Version), would
end about October 1, 1914. As October drew near, antici-
pation increased. Some Bible Students even carried a
countdown card so that they could mark off each passing
day. Many felt that they would be called beyond the veil, or
to heaven, on that date.

On the morning of October 2, 1914, Brother Russell en-
tered the Bethel dining room and announced to the Bethel
family: “The Gentile Times have ended; their kings have
had their day.” Some of those present would have recog-
nized those words, which were based on song 171 in their
songbook Hymns of the Millennial Dawn. Since 1879, the
Bible Students had been singing “The Gentile times are
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closing,” but those words were no longer true, since the
Gentile Times, or “the appointed times of the nations,” had
indeed ended. (Luke 21:24) In time, our songbooks reflect-
ed this important change.

By year’s end, the Messianic Kingdom had been firmly es-
tablished in the heavens, and some Bible Students thought
that their work was done. Little did they know that they
were about to enter a period of testing and sifting. The year-
text for 1915 was “Are ye able to drink of My cup?” based
on Matthew 20:22 in the King James Version. The “cup” Je-
sus was referring to included the trials that he would face
up until his death. The Bible Students were about to face
trials, both from within and from outside their ranks. Their
response to those trials would prove their loyalty to Jehovah.

The “Be Thou Faithful Unto Death” countdown card was used
by some in their resolve to remain faithful to the end
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Branchesof Jehovah’sWitnesses: 91

Numberof LandsReporting: 239

Total Congregations: 113,823

WorldwideMemorial Attendance: 19,241,252

Memorial PartakersWorldwide: 13,204

Peak of Publishers inKingdomService: 7,965,954

AveragePublishersPreachingEachMonth: 7,698,377

Percentageof IncreaseOver2012: 2.1

TotalNumberBaptized: 277,344

AverageAuxiliaryPioneerPublishersEachMonth: 496,089

AveragePioneerPublishersEachMonth: 1,025,677

TotalHoursSpent in Field: 1,841,180,235

AverageHomeBibleStudiesEachMonth: 9,254,963

2013
Grand Totals

During the 2013 service year, Jehovah’s Witnesses spent nearly $200 million in
caring for special pioneers, missionaries, and traveling overseers in their field ser-
vice assignments. ˛ Worldwide, a total of 22,719 ordained ministers staff the
branch facilities. All are members of the Worldwide Order of Special Full-Time Ser-
vants of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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PioneerPublishers 1 in 8 publishers
is a pioneer

A peak of 2,207,801
publishers served as auxiliary
pioneers

28%

Auxiliary pioneers
Peak publishers

Memorial attendance
worldwide:
19,241,252

Population of Australia:
23,192,664
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Albania (D-11) 3,204,000 5,055 634 4,923 6
American Samoa (N-26) 68,501 256 268 213 4
Andorra (F-4) 78,000 173 451 163 -1
Angola (N-6) 19,082,000 99,425 192 94,182 9
Anguilla (O-32) 14,300 74 193 68 5
Antigua (P-32) 80,200 512 157 481 1
Argentina (N-36) 41,660,417 145,701 286 143,620 1
Armenia (G-9) 3,002,594 11,076 271 10,965
Aruba (Q-29) 105,964 932 114 915 4
Australia (O-19) 23,192,664 66,918 347 65,596 1
Austria (F-5) 8,386,000 21,015 399 20,873
Azerbaijan (G-9) 9,356,500 1,196 7,823 1,149 8
Azores (G-1) 246,300 768 321 748
Bahamas (G-35) 377,374 1,686 224 1,594
Bangladesh (J-14) 151,125,000 195 775,000 181 12
Barbados (Q-33) 274,000 2,541 108 2,492
Belarus (E-7) 9,461,500 5,481 1,726 5,300 7
Belgium (E-4) 11,082,744 25,403 436 24,243
Belize (H-33) 333,000 2,437 137 2,352 7
Benin (L-4) 10,312,000 11,664 884 10,872 3
Bermuda (F-36) 65,341 510 128 457 -1
Bolivia (M-36) 10,157,000 23,963 424 23,014 5
Bonaire (Q-30) 18,070 117 154 110 7
Bosnia and Herzegovina (C-10) 3,760,000 1,196 3,144 1,182 -1
Botswana (O-6) 2,021,000 2,096 964 2,070 1
Brazil (L-37) 201,032,714 767,438 262 748,940 1
Britain (E-3) 62,125,409 136,993 453 132,515 1
Bulgaria (F-7) 7,302,200 2,112 3,457 2,026 5
Burkina Faso (K-3) 16,884,000 1,629 10,365 1,563 3
Burundi (M-7) 8,911,000 11,802 755 11,082 5
Cambodia (K-16) 14,365,000 735 19,544 684 25
Cameroon (L-5) 20,129,878 37,844 532 36,288 2
Canada (C-31) 34,126,000 115,599 295 113,111
Cape Verde (K-1) 531,046 2,030 262 1,995 3
Cayman Islands (H-34) 56,000 232 241 223 1
Central African Republic (L-6) 4,500,000 2,656 1,694 2,491 1
Chad (K-6) 12,500,000 651 19,201 628 3
Chile (M-35) 17,556,815 75,351 233 73,658 2
Chuuk (L-21) 48,651 55 885 44 -4
Colombia (J-35) 48,165,000 161,205 299 157,395 3
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4,635 261 557 1,096 78 1,843,188 6,444 12,335
204 5 13 28 3 51,881 354 717
164 3 11 17 3 34,126 114 336

86,802 6,451 5,285 10,853 1,346 25,570,193 404,357 439,907
65 3 3 2 11,311 84 263
475 14 31 42 7 100,874 535 1,417

142,435 4,313 12,509 17,240 1,967 34,522,760 129,370 303,844
11,019 429 1,085 2,178 137 3,489,036 7,717 22,992

877 59 57 65 12 177,187 1,020 2,736
64,884 1,463 3,737 5,119 786 11,857,703 29,290 116,438
20,795 389 1,194 1,306 297 3,645,375 11,258 33,771
1,064 79 148 260 12 442,520 1,867 2,496
749 8 50 82 15 176,090 897 1,725

1,602 59 104 198 27 375,821 2,082 4,277
161 12 13 56 5 69,468 400 755

2,484 46 194 201 30 477,162 2,378 6,440
4,965 228 546 1,077 69 1,772,486 4,627 9,315
24,131 453 1,355 1,516 374 3,933,911 10,355 43,954
2,198 94 144 418 58 690,520 4,083 8,433

10,545 579 807 1,393 170 3,085,688 25,871 39,954
462 11 25 76 5 117,486 358 1,088

21,957 1,451 2,395 3,875 280 7,233,790 40,172 70,355
103 5 9 11 2 27,812 177 306

1,191 33 97 193 16 346,746 645 2,030
2,045 97 150 240 47 525,117 4,152 5,735

737,951 26,329 46,053 76,295 11,340 158,284,825 830,541 1,674,557
131,629 2,539 7,772 11,262 1,558 23,215,236 58,018 223,845
1,925 56 135 506 44 734,297 2,931 5,157
1,518 77 113 251 43 476,400 3,127 5,524
10,511 757 968 1,520 242 3,692,288 31,067 43,805

546 27 31 372 12 370,948 1,943 1,901
35,604 1,569 2,172 3,328 326 8,693,500 68,905 95,848
112,710 1,945 7,779 11,356 1,373 22,855,113 53,571 187,701
1,936 84 134 392 35 604,968 4,310 7,580
221 5 12 30 3 53,793 201 600

2,474 118 148 277 54 641,198 6,524 10,288
609 25 37 67 17 167,776 1,167 4,095

72,420 2,602 6,027 10,768 906 19,182,597 67,775 167,653
46 2 3 11 1 18,081 139 261

152,280 7,711 9,299 20,983 2,415 38,367,256 233,347 468,434

Letter and number following each country’s name indicates
the country’s location on maps following this chart.
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Congo, Dem. Republic of (M-6) 67,419,000 188,872 357 174,687 7
Congo, Republic of (M-5) 4,438,000 6,363 697 5,835 6
Cook Islands (O-26) 14,461 202 72 190 8
Costa Rica (J-34) 4,878,000 29,185 167 28,316 4
Côte d’Ivoire (L-3) 21,200,000 9,664 2,194 9,190 5
Croatia (B-9) 4,403,000 5,545 794 5,509 -1
Cuba (G-34) 11,163,934 96,206 116 95,656 1
Curaçao (Q-30) 152,056 1,906 80 1,883 4
Cyprus (H-7) 885,600 2,514 352 2,468 1
Czech Republic (E-5) 10,252,795 15,420 665 15,329
Denmark (D-4) 5,551,000 14,484 383 14,380 1
Dominica (P-33) 72,700 452 161 427 1
Dominican Republic (O-29) 10,404,000 36,334 286 35,331 4
Ecuador (K-34) 15,738,000 81,512 193 79,566 4
El Salvador (H-33) 6,344,000 39,631 160 38,643 2
Equatorial Guinea (L-5) 704,001 1,632 431 1,442 6
Estonia (D-6) 1,286,479 4,144 310 4,108 -1
Ethiopia (L-8) 87,500,000 9,649 9,068 9,515 2
Falkland Islands (Q-37) 3,000 11 273 11 -8
Faroe Islands (C-2) 50,000 117 427 112 4
Fiji (N-24) 874,742 3,222 271 2,807 3
Finland (C-7) 5,426,674 18,754 289 18,643
France (F-4) 63,703,000 124,674 511 122,456 1
French Guiana (J-37) 254,000 2,275 112 2,211 3
Gabon (M-5) 1,608,321 3,808 422 3,641 2
Gambia (K-2) 1,853,505 226 8,201 204 4
Georgia (G-9) 4,483,800 18,265 245 17,964 2
Germany (E-5) 82,187,000 164,885 498 162,459
Ghana (L-3) 26,267,516 118,281 222 113,392 4
Gibraltar (G-3) 29,000 117 248 114 1
Greece (G-6) 10,787,690 28,874 374 28,804 -1
Greenland (A-38) 57,000 150 380 147 -5
Grenada (Q-32) 109,600 583 188 553 1
Guadeloupe (P-32) 408,000 8,179 50 7,993 -1
Guam (K-20) 160,378 738 217 730 -2
Guatemala (H-33) 15,500,000 37,048 418 35,598 8
Guinea (K-2) 11,745,000 748 15,702 708 2
Guinea-Bissau (K-2) 1,715,555 136 12,614 130 6
Guyana (J-37) 739,903 2,834 261 2,758 3
Haiti (O-28) 9,993,000 19,301 518 18,236 5
Honduras (H-33) 8,111,000 22,098 367 21,165 5
Hong Kong (J-17) 7,184,000 5,575 1,289 5,435 3
Hungary (A-10) 9,909,000 23,017 431 22,526
Iceland (B-1) 318,000 379 839 370 4
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163,349 19,501 8,497 17,137 3,374 41,629,595 516,742 1,051,310
5,526 562 390 416 76 1,493,917 20,025 27,084
176 8 13 16 3 40,775 207 574

27,172 1,243 1,712 2,858 446 6,082,178 35,911 69,805
8,786 591 818 1,334 247 2,965,556 26,222 51,259
5,552 103 411 492 65 1,167,298 2,473 8,855
94,810 3,569 7,680 9,040 1,452 19,602,070 178,811 229,726
1,811 89 114 159 25 361,333 2,223 5,308
2,439 91 218 310 35 602,814 1,853 4,660
15,352 284 933 887 234 2,479,765 7,133 25,704
14,281 261 881 793 188 2,366,138 5,562 21,965

422 17 24 59 10 108,397 724 1,472
34,132 1,747 2,928 6,848 511 11,288,621 71,922 127,716
76,587 3,901 6,068 13,114 924 22,047,725 140,535 257,179
37,721 1,155 2,633 3,408 673 8,255,735 45,022 95,258
1,359 148 118 193 13 442,758 4,856 5,844
4,152 81 256 469 53 829,716 2,706 6,671
9,300 489 759 2,179 205 3,256,543 7,336 25,496

12 1 1 1,751 10 21
108 11 22 4 27,793 86 189

2,734 182 214 391 72 682,422 4,452 12,397
18,710 299 954 1,913 304 3,072,671 10,869 26,810
121,331 2,330 8,557 13,389 1,619 26,600,162 56,777 216,281
2,138 74 176 309 35 623,505 4,864 8,116
3,560 236 258 471 36 1,071,028 8,392 11,358
197 4 16 33 4 64,546 440 644

17,577 864 1,300 2,787 209 4,384,222 9,384 32,827
162,705 2,616 8,305 11,296 2,228 27,796,060 76,092 266,974
109,085 6,113 5,478 10,826 1,671 26,720,029 353,565 314,965

113 1 8 17 2 26,768 52 216
29,003 689 1,929 3,904 383 6,527,344 13,559 49,121

154 1 9 28 6 35,434 140 294
547 18 41 70 9 137,649 726 1,712

8,089 196 497 570 128 1,546,533 8,892 19,992
748 21 47 119 9 195,149 1,031 2,102

33,017 1,605 2,450 4,536 741 8,955,644 48,684 93,463
692 27 41 116 17 226,830 1,842 3,609
123 8 10 36 2 62,697 435 693

2,680 152 194 371 45 660,602 4,523 11,008
17,403 1,462 1,369 2,432 248 4,951,166 39,486 79,677
20,122 771 1,539 3,471 368 6,248,833 34,774 58,154
5,262 238 573 942 68 1,661,025 6,699 9,605

22,593 663 1,551 1,844 291 4,565,786 13,458 39,899
356 6 23 49 7 80,073 280 654
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India (J-12) 1,248,772,000 37,913 32,938 36,869 5
Indonesia (M-17) 237,600,000 24,521 9,690 23,596 3
Ireland (E-2) 6,417,100 6,291 1,020 6,078 2
Israel (H-8) 8,050,000 1,459 5,517 1,391 3
Italy (G-5) 61,229,000 248,743 246 247,259 1
Jamaica (H-34) 2,741,000 12,263 224 11,843
Japan (G-19) 127,353,000 216,472 588 215,966
Kazakhstan (F-11) 16,909,776 17,502 966 17,321 1
Kenya (M-8) 44,250,000 26,060 1,698 24,965 3
Kiribati (M-24) 101,998 158 646 134 12
Korea, Republic of (G-18) 48,454,000 100,385 483 100,276
Kosovo (D-11) 2,350,000 229 10,262 222 7
Kosrae (L-22) 6,616 22 301 21 24
Kyrgyzstan (G-12) 5,695,600 4,972 1,146 4,882 2
Latvia (D-6) 2,011,800 2,340 860 2,290 -2
Lebanon (H-8) 4,821,971 3,674 1,312 3,602 1
Lesotho (P-7) 2,074,000 3,800 546 3,640
Liberia (L-2) 4,281,951 6,184 692 5,843 2
Liechtenstein (F-4) 36,000 92 391 89 5
Lithuania (D-6) 2,973,000 3,155 942 3,126 1
Luxembourg (E-4) 514,000 2,043 252 1,988 -1
Macao (J-17) 591,900 301 1,966 283 18
Macedonia (D-11) 2,061,044 1,337 1,542 1,320 -1
Madagascar (O-9) 22,599,698 28,530 792 27,591 7
Madeira (H-1) 245,500 1,144 215 1,135
Malawi (N-8) 15,014,000 86,500 174 80,175 2
Malaysia (L-16) 29,787,000 4,651 6,404 4,440 8
Mali (K-3) 15,442,372 307 50,301 275
Malta (G-5) 425,000 591 719 578 1
Marshall Islands (L-23) 69,747 207 337 175 -2
Martinique (P-32) 397,700 4,823 82 4,771 1
Mauritius (O-10) 1,257,121 1,767 711 1,740
Mayotte (N-9) 218,300 136 1,605 117 16
Mexico (G-31) 122,456,000 806,506 152 777,429 4
Moldova (F-7) 3,497,000 20,027 175 19,856 -1
Mongolia (F-15) 2,713,000 399 6,799 366 15
Montenegro (D-10) 631,490 261 2,420 248 6
Montserrat (P-32) 5,200 26 200 21 31
Mozambique (O-7) 24,096,669 52,989 455 49,765 4
Myanmar (J-15) 60,380,000 3,857 15,655 3,803 3
Namibia (O-5) 2,303,000 2,164 1,064 2,012 6
Nauru (M-23) 9,378 20 469 16 7
Nepal (H-13) 26,620,809 1,911 13,930 1,833 10
Netherlands (E-4) 16,793,454 30,231 556 29,356
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34,995 2,364 3,512 4,398 505 8,598,867 45,899 108,467
22,862 903 1,938 2,472 398 5,761,175 28,823 55,453
5,930 120 406 763 114 1,354,151 3,381 11,682
1,348 48 94 162 21 334,592 1,110 2,671

245,326 4,766 21,361 31,826 3,041 60,037,371 126,243 460,990
11,838 351 736 1,472 194 2,480,037 13,838 37,133

216,692 2,545 21,039 65,448 3,056 82,014,106 170,671 310,215
17,175 715 1,549 3,186 234 5,046,970 14,039 30,885
24,223 1,164 1,212 3,315 585 6,803,209 43,034 60,166

120 4 25 28 2 58,119 407 386
99,970 2,134 10,778 37,758 1,377 45,454,145 82,223 137,751

207 11 12 76 5 100,351 435 714
17 1 1 6 1 8,418 61 100

4,804 188 448 930 68 1,444,791 5,153 10,378
2,327 58 146 316 36 557,974 2,209 3,742
3,581 120 225 162 63 584,165 2,004 6,563
3,648 212 222 393 83 880,987 6,362 8,242
5,728 260 268 687 114 1,673,770 20,229 81,762

85 4 3 1 10,720 41 152
3,095 99 252 471 52 831,991 2,774 5,285
2,013 27 120 124 32 353,486 1,090 3,841
239 17 23 64 4 103,450 386 644

1,329 29 115 196 25 380,846 1,188 3,169
25,779 2,003 1,809 4,564 629 8,408,171 73,683 127,651
1,140 21 88 92 17 246,005 838 1,948

78,225 2,675 3,518 6,296 1,356 15,428,512 104,593 282,575
4,124 203 312 1,091 115 1,515,417 8,175 12,247
274 15 22 51 7 99,562 686 1,010
570 14 31 48 7 106,414 223 1,058
178 9 14 20 4 50,369 468 952

4,711 136 359 570 63 1,141,799 5,539 10,776
1,733 55 110 128 24 345,770 2,145 4,319
101 4 6 30 2 36,450 218 292

749,585 26,405 40,634 121,786 13,228 192,651,159 1,093,867 2,211,244
20,020 590 1,305 2,115 243 4,082,210 13,948 37,129

317 29 29 162 6 166,061 773 1,147
233 7 38 39 4 85,459 189 615
16 2 7 1 8,010 70 100

47,906 3,373 1,954 4,494 1,109 10,013,211 75,641 255,992
3,705 119 128 490 70 757,069 3,938 8,260
1,891 144 138 238 45 521,264 4,094 7,277

15 3 1 1 1 4,139 27 64
1,665 126 147 549 30 644,552 3,890 5,556

29,292 578 1,560 1,535 360 4,584,680 11,899 50,996
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Nevis (P-32) 12,100 58 209 55 4
New Caledonia (O-23) 262,251 2,045 128 1,983 2
New Zealand (Q-24) 4,484,000 14,096 318 13,789
Nicaragua (H-33) 6,088,000 26,178 233 24,984 7
Niger (K-4) 17,767,000 297 59,822 288 -1
Nigeria (L-4) 159,708,000 351,205 455 320,589 3
Niue (O-26) 1,229 28 44 26 13
Norfolk Island (P-23) 2,199 11 200 9 29
Norway (C-4) 5,051,000 11,338 445 11,133 2
Pakistan (H-12) 182,146,000 918 198,416 868 3
Palau (L-19) 21,108 82 257 75 -6
Palestinian Territory (H-8) 4,440,000 72 61,667 68 6
Panama (J-34) 3,869,000 15,812 245 15,007 5
Papua New Guinea (M-20) 7,474,783 4,123 1,813 3,792 1
Paraguay (M-37) 7,136,000 9,193 776 8,947 2
Peru (L-35) 30,613,000 121,670 252 114,153 3
Philippines (K-18) 97,701,745 189,101 517 185,387 4
Pohnpei (L-22) 35,981 80 450 76 -6
Poland (E-6) 38,544,513 124,280 310 123,278 -1
Portugal (G-2) 9,739,305 49,125 198 48,843
Puerto Rico (O-31) 3,688,318 26,176 141 25,752
Réunion (O-10) 856,100 2,959 289 2,899
Rodrigues (O-11) 38,371 43 892 40 5
Romania (F-6) 21,339,000 40,394 528 40,154 1
Rota (K-20) 2,527 21 120 17 31
Russia (C-15) 143,930,000 168,123 856 164,187 1
Rwanda (M-7) 12,012,589 23,857 504 22,152 8
Saba (O-32) 1,700 10 170 8 -11
Saint Barthélemy (O-32) 9,600 25 384 24 4
Saint Eustatius (P-32) 3,700 23 161 21 -5
Saint Helena (N-3) 4,000 118 34 116 -1
Saint Kitts (O-32) 40,000 213 188 206 2
Saint Lucia (Q-33) 173,800 740 235 721 1
Saint Maarten (O-32) 45,233 358 126 334 7
Saint Martin (O-32) 39,400 311 127 294 -2
Saint Pierre and Miquelon (D-37) 6,300 17 371 15 7
Saint Vincent & the Grenadines (Q-32) 109,000 351 311 340 -4
Saipan (K-20) 48,220 201 240 196 -8
Samoa (N-25) 187,820 529 355 496 10
San Marino (F-5) 32,000 208 154 203 2
São Tomé and Prı́ncipe (M-4) 186,817 693 270 673 6
Senegal (K-2) 14,188,207 1,161 12,221 1,136 2
Serbia (C-11) 8,118,146 3,885 2,090 3,851 1
Seychelles (M-9) 89,949 341 264 331 1
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53 2 3 1 9,059 57 236
1,936 51 160 147 27 432,856 2,513 6,276
13,742 347 876 1,143 186 2,597,896 8,217 26,773
23,453 713 1,526 3,553 389 6,621,670 43,629 85,488

290 9 15 46 7 80,875 402 923
312,251 12,751 13,995 34,374 5,785 67,550,352 718,700 715,888

23 2 5 1 6,977 24 96
7 1 1 1,367 2 27

10,959 202 607 818 164 1,814,459 5,257 17,711
842 19 48 101 18 192,607 1,132 5,103
80 8 15 1 20,251 136 220
64 2 3 5 2 11,878 52 142

14,242 441 1,006 2,170 305 3,922,262 23,490 48,208
3,770 193 219 394 98 875,744 6,069 31,391
8,781 326 634 1,303 183 2,457,497 14,002 20,814

110,651 5,480 9,295 26,104 1,322 37,560,439 195,058 336,847
178,467 8,439 10,883 33,453 3,156 43,717,114 228,848 543,282

81 5 8 19 1 25,072 187 291
124,292 2,290 6,917 8,211 1,418 19,010,835 52,716 200,871
49,049 1,135 3,595 3,828 641 9,869,900 29,184 93,766
25,827 693 1,766 3,086 329 5,682,039 17,236 57,893
2,887 89 222 297 34 657,967 2,281 6,331

38 1 3 5 1 10,450 71 135
39,803 1,020 2,421 3,552 538 7,709,702 25,660 84,224

13 1 7 1 7,679 43 35
162,748 4,988 13,359 29,529 2,468 47,378,653 125,069 283,221
20,604 1,508 2,125 3,887 521 8,396,997 56,952 66,695

9 1 1,203 10 42
23 3 2 1 6,372 22 80
22 2 2 1 5,736 39 90
117 5 3 3 11,593 86 221
202 9 17 32 4 59,160 337 819
711 28 52 103 10 194,160 1,243 2,394
311 14 31 35 5 80,822 486 1,149
299 11 27 13 5 61,737 462 929
14 2 1 1 3,513 6 17

355 11 34 47 8 93,874 488 1,188
212 8 16 32 2 61,470 369 570
450 39 40 84 12 140,756 786 2,006
199 18 26 2 53,183 105 331
634 17 58 150 10 260,193 2,575 3,542

1,116 43 92 131 26 321,015 1,894 2,909
3,816 118 344 557 59 1,058,345 2,298 7,959
327 11 15 26 4 68,054 409 992
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30 Other Lands 39,388 34,485 25.9

Grand Total (239 Lands) 7,965,954 7,698,377 2.1

Sierra Leone (L-2) 6,092,000 2,039 2,988 1,882 2
Slovakia (F-6) 5,404,555 11,139 485 11,056
Slovenia (B-8) 2,059,234 1,964 1,048 1,948 -2
Solomon Islands (M-22) 555,000 1,856 299 1,742 1
South Africa (P-6) 52,776,000 94,101 561 91,848 2
South Sudan (L-7) 10,315,000 1,274 8,097 1,207 9
Spain (G-3) 46,182,000 110,940 416 108,254
Sri Lanka (L-13) 20,860,000 5,600 3,725 5,359 4
Sudan (K-7) 25,946,720 476 54,510 456 -8
Suriname (J-37) 540,000 2,750 196 2,644 4
Swaziland (P-7) 1,250,000 3,113 402 2,937
Sweden (B-6) 9,606,522 22,344 430 22,033
Switzerland (F-4) 7,876,000 18,646 422 18,038 2
Tahiti (M-27) 271,000 2,914 93 2,869 6
Taiwan (J-17) 23,328,600 9,024 2,585 8,853 6
Tanzania (M-8) 47,569,641 16,031 2,967 15,137 5
Thailand (K-15) 67,450,000 3,810 17,703 3,737 7
Timor-Leste (N-18) 1,210,233 233 5,194 207 7
Tinian (K-20) 3,136 14 224 13 8
Togo (L-4) 6,802,000 17,741 383 17,348 4
Tonga (O-25) 105,078 250 420 223 -1
Trinidad & Tobago (R-33) 1,225,225 9,469 129 9,347 1
Turkey (G-8) 75,600,000 2,366 31,953 2,291 6
Turks and Caicos (N-29) 33,098 326 102 315 4
Tuvalu (M-24) 10,619 67 158 53 -15
Uganda (L-7) 36,346,000 6,353 5,721 6,093 7
Ukraine (E-7) 45,464,917 150,905 301 149,597
United States of America (E-32) 320,050,716 1,219,931 262 1,167,723 1
Uruguay (O-37) 3,397,541 11,746 289 11,464 1
Vanuatu (N-23) 260,510 547 476 520 6
Venezuela (J-36) 29,525,000 133,424 221 129,284 4
Virgin Islands, British (O-31) 28,341 268 106 265
Virgin Islands, U.S. (O-31) 106,627 643 166 593 -4
Wallis & Futuna Islands (N-25) 14,061 62 227 49 -20
Yap (L-19) 11,376 33 345 27 8
Zambia (N-7) 14,371,301 170,861 84 160,211 2
Zimbabwe (O-7) 13,103,546 41,142 318 39,999 4
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27,388 2,667 3,242 12,559 708 16,605,523 65,529 75,423

7,538,994 277,344 496,089 1,025,677 113,823 1,841,180,235 9,254,963 19,241,252

1,840 104 128 229 35 530,764 4,451 8,297
11,094 183 636 516 159 1,644,653 3,792 20,346
1,983 27 120 237 30 445,084 1,093 2,947
1,717 79 82 214 50 380,802 1,976 8,908

89,929 4,821 5,246 9,646 1,983 20,417,315 128,701 222,248
1,103 85 54 169 27 340,745 3,156 5,260

107,986 2,329 9,163 13,000 1,541 26,666,967 60,301 197,229
5,132 271 428 641 98 1,255,377 8,042 15,185
495 26 33 67 17 140,226 976 1,730

2,536 119 268 262 54 627,959 4,838 8,614
2,938 165 145 262 91 633,463 4,067 6,509

22,043 330 1,230 1,962 318 3,711,130 10,110 35,728
17,696 316 939 904 268 2,847,035 8,797 31,980
2,700 192 285 333 35 769,215 4,276 9,280
8,366 532 931 2,759 126 3,726,234 15,076 19,269
14,478 818 722 1,743 459 3,700,525 28,285 50,039
3,508 121 284 1,158 91 1,441,192 5,912 8,682
194 13 16 44 3 75,744 452 774
12 1 3 1 4,689 31 44

16,612 1,098 1,351 1,591 262 4,558,328 53,220 60,670
225 10 18 29 5 50,820 292 654

9,216 266 860 1,206 117 2,125,907 11,488 24,359
2,171 88 184 278 29 581,139 1,500 4,318
302 14 29 58 6 106,773 741 1,242
62 10 3 3 1 7,904 70 191

5,691 315 453 911 129 1,843,746 16,221 19,664
149,199 4,229 12,116 19,699 1,743 36,487,553 90,077 253,950

1,156,150 32,118 68,172 152,653 13,714 262,583,801 732,326 2,504,114
11,386 316 775 753 157 2,106,737 9,475 23,789

492 36 32 61 6 127,912 1,283 3,043
124,670 6,739 10,667 24,089 1,625 37,740,983 189,237 420,556

264 20 31 4 60,416 307 840
615 16 39 92 10 153,148 606 1,764
61 1 2 5 1 10,829 81 221
25 2 4 6 1 10,160 90 144

156,898 10,151 6,413 12,286 2,594 31,859,893 331,504 763,915
38,637 2,272 2,649 4,745 1,084 10,042,604 89,530 104,067

2012 2013 Av. Aux. Av. Pio. No. of Total Av. Bible Memorial
Av. Pubs. No. Bptzd. Pio. Pubs. Pubs. Congs. Hours Studies Attendance



A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

GREENLAND

ICELAND

FAROE
ISLANDS

DENMARK

NETHERLANDS
BRITAIN

ISLE OF MAN
NORTHERN IRELAND

IRELAND

GUERNSEY
JERSEY

BELGIUM LUXEMBOURG

FRANCE

LIECHTENSTEIN
SWITZERLAND

ANDORRA

MONACOSPAINPORTUGAL
AZORES

GIBRALTAR

CANARY
ISLANDS

MOROCCO
MADEIRA

SWEDEN

NORWAY
FINLAND

ESTONIA

LATVIA
LITHUANIA

POLAND
GERMANY

CZECH REP.
AUSTRIA

ITALY
SAN MARINO

CROATIA

TUNISIA

KALININGRAD
BELARUS

SLOVAKIA

SLOVENIA
HUNGARY

BOSNIA &
HERZEGOVINA

MOLDOVA

TURKMENISTAN

U K R A I N E

ROMANIA

SERBIA

MONTENEGRO KOSOVO

ARMENIA
BULGARIA GEORGIA

MACEDONIA

GREECE

TURKEY

ALBANIA

I T A LY

GREECE

MALTA CYPRUS

ISRAEL
PALESTINIAN

TERRITORY

SYRIA
IRAQ

AZERBAIJAN

IRAN

UZBEKISTAN

LEBANON AFGHANISTAN

K A Z A K H S T A N

KYRGYZSTAN

TAJIKISTAN

PAKISTAN
NEPAL

I N D I A

SRI LANKA

MALDIVES

WESTERN
SAHARA

MAURITANIACAPE
VERDE

SENEGAL

GAMBIA
GUINEA-
BISSAU

GUINEA

SIERRA
LEONE LIBERIA

C
ˆ

OTE D’IVOIRE

GHANA

TOGO

BENIN

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

ST. HELENA

A L G E R I A
L I B Y A EGYPT

M A L I N I G E R
CHAD ERITREA

BURKINA
FASO

NIGERIA
CENTRAL

AFRICAN REP.
CAMEROON

GABONS
˜

AO TOM
´

E & PR
´
INCIPE

CONGO, REP.

ASCENSION

S U D A N

SOUTH
SUDAN

UGANDA

CONGO,
DEM. REP.

ANGOLA
ZAMBIA

ZIMBABWE
NAMIBIA

BOTSWANA

SOUTH
AFRICA

TRISTAN DA CUNHA

MOZAMBIQUE

SWAZILAND

LESOTHO

JORDAN
BAHRAIN

KUWAIT

SAUDI
ARABIA QATAR

UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES

YEMEN

OMAN

ETHIOPIA

DJIBOUTI SOCOTRA
SOMALIA

KENYA

SEYCHELLES
RWANDA

BURUNDI
TANZANIA

COMOROS
MAYOTTEMALAWI

R
´

EUNION
MADAGASCAR

MAURITIUS

RODRIGUES

KERGUELEN ISLANDS

S O U T H
AT L A N T I C

O C E A N I N D I A N



A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

R U S S I A

BHUTAN

BANGLADESH

OC E A N

N O R T H
PAC I F I C
O C E A N

M O N G O L I A

C H I N A

DEMOCRATIC
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC

OF KOREA

REPUBLIC
OF KOREA

JAPAN

TAIWAN

MACAO
HONG KONG

VIETNAM

PHILIPPINES

MYANMAR
LAOS

THAILAND

SINGAPORE

M A L A Y S I A

BRUNEI

CAMBODIA

ALASKA

SAIPAN
ROTA

GUAMYAP

PALAU
POHNPEI

CHUUK

MARSHALL
ISLANDS

KOSRAE

TIMOR-LESTECOCOS ISLANDS

PAPUA
NEW GUINEA

NAURU

SOLOMON
ISLANDS

VANUATU FIJI

NEW
CALEDONIA

NORFOLK
ISLAND

NEW
ZEALAND

A U S T R A L I A

CHRISTMAS ISLAND

K I R I B A T I

TUVALU
TOKELAU

MIDWAY

WAKE ISLAND HAWAII

WALLIS &
FUTUNA ISLS.

SAMOA AMERICAN
SAMOA

NIUE
TONGA

COOK ISLANDS

TINIAN

I N D O N E S I A



A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

J

K

L

M

N

O

P

Q

R

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

GREENLAND

C A N A D A

U N I T E D S T A T E S
O F A M E R I C A

ST. PIERRE &
MIQUELON

BERMUDA

MEXICO CAYMAN
ISLANDS

BAHAMAS

BELIZE

CUBA

JAMAICA

GUATEMALA
EL SALVADOR

HONDURAS

NICARAGUA
COSTA RICA

PANAMA
VENEZUELA

COLOMBIA

ECUADOR

GUYANA
SURINAME

FRENCH GUIANA

PERU

BOLIVIA

PARAGUAYCHILE

URUGUAY

ARGENTINA

FALKLAND
ISLANDS

SOUTH GEORGIA

B R A Z I L

PAC I F I C
O C E A N

N O R T H
AT L A N T I C

O C E A N

GAL
´

APAGOS ISLANDS

MARQUESAS
ISLANDS

TUAMOTU ARCHIPELAGO

PITCAIRN ISLAND
TAHITI

AUSTRAL
ISLANDS

TURKS & CAICOS

HAITI DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

PUERTO RICO
SABA

ST. EUSTATIUS GUADELOUPE

ST. VINCENT &
THE GRENADINESCURAÇAOARUBA
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Would you welcome more information?
You may contact Jehovah’s Witnesses at www.jw.org.

http://www.jw.org/finder?wtlocale=E&docid=1011231&srcid=pdf


My 2014 Service Report
Books/

Sign-Language
Videos

Booklets/
Brochures Hours Magazines Return

Visits
Bible

Studies

January

February

March

April

May

June

July

August

September

October

November

December

Total
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