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Question 1, 2. Why do you think prayer is such a special gift, and why do we need to know what the Bible teaches about it?
1 Compared to the universe, the earth is very small. When Jehovah looks at the earth, all the people in all the nations seem like just a tiny drop of water from a bucket. (Psalm 115:15; Isaiah 40:15) Even though we are so small when compared to the universe, Psalm 145:18, 19 says: “Jehovah is near to all those calling on him, to all who call on him in truth. He satisfies the desire of those who fear him; he hears their cry for help, and he rescues them.” What an amazing privilege we have! Jehovah, the almighty Creator, wants to be close to us, and he wants to listen to our prayers. Yes, prayer is a privilege, a special gift that Jehovah has given to each one of us.
2 But Jehovah will listen to us only if we talk to him in the way he approves. How can we do that? Let’s see what the Bible says about prayer.
Picture on page 175: “The Maker of heaven and earth” wants to hear our prayers.—Psalm 115:15
Why Pray to Jehovah?
Question 3. Why should you pray to Jehovah?
3 Jehovah wants you to pray, or talk, to him. How do we know that? Please read Philippians 4:6, 7. Think about that kind invitation. The Ruler of the universe is deeply interested in you and wants you to tell him about how you feel and about your problems.
[“Read” scripture.] Philippians 4:6, 7: Do not be anxious over anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication along with thanksgiving, let your petitions be made known to God; and the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and your mental powers by means of Christ Jesus. [End of “Read” scripture.]
Question 4. How does regular prayer to Jehovah strengthen your friendship with him?
4 Prayer helps us to have a close friendship with Jehovah. When friends regularly talk to each other about their thoughts, concerns, and feelings, their friendship grows stronger. It’s similar with prayer to Jehovah. Through the Bible, he has shared his thoughts and feelings with you, and he tells you what he will do in the future. You can share even your deepest feelings with him by talking to him regularly. As you do this, your friendship with Jehovah will grow much stronger.—James 4:8.
What Must We Do to Be Heard by God?
Question 5. How do we know that Jehovah doesn’t listen to all prayers?
5 Does Jehovah listen to all prayers? No, he does not. In the time of the prophet Isaiah, Jehovah told the Israelites: “Although you offer many prayers, I am not listening; your hands are filled with blood.” (Isaiah 1:15) So if we are not careful, we could do things that would distance us from Jehovah, causing him to ignore our prayers.
Question 6. Why is faith so important? How do you show that you have faith?
6 If we want Jehovah to listen to our prayers, we must have faith in him. (Mark 11:24) The apostle Paul explains: “Without faith it is impossible to please God well, for whoever approaches God must believe that he is and that he becomes the rewarder of those earnestly seeking him.” (Hebrews 11:6) But it is not enough just to say that we have faith. We need to prove our faith clearly by obeying Jehovah every day.—Read James 2:26.
[“Read” scripture.] James 2:26: Indeed, just as the body without spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead. [End of “Read” scripture.]
Question 7. (a) Why should we be humble and respectful as we pray to Jehovah? (b) How can we show that we are sincere when we pray?
7 We should be humble and respectful as we pray to Jehovah. Why? If we were to speak to a king or a president, we would do so in a respectful way. Jehovah is Almighty God, so shouldn’t we show even more respect and humility when we speak to him? (Genesis 17:1; Psalm 138:6) We should also be sincere and pray to Jehovah from our heart, not just repeating the same words over and over again.—Matthew 6:7, 8.
Question 8. When we pray about something, what else do we need to do?
8 Finally, when we pray about something, we must do everything we can to work at what we are praying for. For example, if we pray to Jehovah for our daily needs, then we can’t be lazy and expect Jehovah to give us everything even though we are able to work for it. We must work hard and accept whatever job we are able to do. (Matthew 6:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:10) Or if we pray to Jehovah for help to stop doing something wrong, we must avoid any situation that could tempt us. (Colossians 3:5) Let’s now examine some common questions about prayer.
Common Questions About Prayer
Question 9. To whom should we pray? What does John 14:6 teach us about prayer?
9 To whom should we pray? Jesus taught his followers to pray to “our Father in the heavens.” (Matthew 6:9) He also said: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6) So we should pray only to Jehovah through Jesus. What does praying through Jesus mean? For Jehovah to accept our prayers, we need to show respect for the special assignment Jehovah gave to Jesus. As we learned, Jesus came to earth to save us from sin and death. (John 3:16; Romans 5:12) Jehovah has also appointed Jesus as High Priest and Judge.—John 5:22; Hebrews 6:20.
Question 10. Do we need to be in a special position when we pray? Explain.
10 Do we need to be in a special position when we pray? No, Jehovah doesn’t ask us to kneel, sit, or stand when we pray. The Bible teaches us that we can talk to Jehovah in any respectful position. (1 Chronicles 17:16; Nehemiah 8:6; Daniel 6:10; Mark 11:25) What is most important to Jehovah is, not our position when we pray, but that we talk to him with the right attitude. We can pray out loud or silently wherever we are and at anytime during the day or night. When we pray to Jehovah, we can trust that he will hear us even when nobody else does.—Nehemiah 2:1-6.
Question 11. What are some things that we can talk to Jehovah about?
11 What can we pray for? We can pray for anything that is acceptable to Jehovah. The Bible says: “No matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.” (1 John 5:14) Can we pray about personal things? Yes. Praying to Jehovah should be like talking to a close friend. We can tell Jehovah anything that’s on our mind and in our heart. (Psalm 62:8) We can pray for him to give us his powerful holy spirit to help us do what’s right. (Luke 11:13) We can also ask Jehovah for wisdom to make good decisions, and we can pray for strength to cope with difficulties. (James 1:5) We should ask Jehovah to forgive our sins. (Ephesians 1:3, 7) We should also pray for others, including our family and our brothers and sisters in the congregation.—Acts 12:5; Colossians 4:12.
Question 12. What should be most important in our prayers?
12 What should be most important in our prayers? Jehovah and his will. We should thank him from our heart for everything he has done for us. (1 Chronicles 29:10-13) We know this because when Jesus was on earth, he taught his disciples how to pray. (Read Matthew 6:9-13.) He said that they should first pray for God’s name to be sanctified, that is, treated as sacred or holy. Then Jesus showed that we should pray for God’s Kingdom to come and for Jehovah’s will to be done all over the earth. It was only after praying for those very important things that Jesus said that we should pray for our personal needs. When we put Jehovah and his will first in our prayers, we show what is most important to us.
[“Read” scripture.] Matthew 6:9-13: “You must pray, then, this way: “‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name be sanctified. Let your Kingdom come. Let your will take place, as in heaven, also on earth. Give us today our bread for this day; and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the wicked one.’ [End of “Read” scripture.]
Question 13. How long should our prayers be?
13 How long should our prayers be? The Bible doesn’t say. Our prayers can be short or long, depending on the situation. For example, we might say a short prayer before we eat but a longer prayer when we are giving Jehovah thanks or telling him about our concerns. (1 Samuel 1:12, 15) We don’t want to say long prayers just to impress others, as some people did in Jesus’ day. (Luke 20:46, 47) Jehovah is not impressed by prayers like those. What’s important to Jehovah is that we pray from our heart.
Question 14. How often should we pray, and what does this teach us about Jehovah?
14 How often should we pray? Jehovah invites us to talk to him regularly. The Bible says that we should “pray continually,” “persevere in prayer,” and “pray constantly.” (Matthew 26:41; Romans 12:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:17) Jehovah is always ready to listen to us. We can thank him every day for his love and generosity. We can also ask him for his guidance, strength, and comfort. If we truly value the privilege we have to pray to Jehovah, we will use every opportunity to talk to him.
Picture on page 179: You can pray anytime
Question 15. Why should we say “amen” at the end of a prayer?
15 Why should we say “amen” at the end of a prayer? The word “amen” means “surely” or “so be it.” It is a way of showing that we mean what we said in our prayer, that is, that we are sincere. (Psalm 41:13) The Bible teaches us that it is also good to say “amen,” either silently or out loud, at the end of a public prayer to show that we agree with what was said.—1 Chronicles 16:36; 1 Corinthians 14:16.
How God Answers Our Prayers
Question 16. Does Jehovah really answer our prayers? Explain.
16 Does Jehovah really answer our prayers? Yes, he does. The Bible calls him the “Hearer of prayer.” (Psalm 65:2) Jehovah hears and answers the sincere prayers of millions of humans, and he does so in many different ways.
Question 17. How does Jehovah use angels and his servants on earth to answer our prayers?
17 Jehovah uses angels and his servants on earth to provide the answer to our prayers. (Hebrews 1:13, 14) There are many examples of people who prayed for help in understanding the Bible and shortly after that received a visit from one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Bible shows that the angels are involved in declaring “good news” all over the earth. (Read Revelation 14:6.) Also, many of us have prayed to Jehovah about a specific problem or need and have then received the help we needed from a Christian brother or sister.—Proverbs 12:25; James 2:16.
[“Read” scripture.] Revelation 14:6: And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, and he had everlasting good news to declare to those who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and tongue and people. [End of “Read” scripture.]
Picture on page 180: Jehovah can answer our prayers through the help we get from other Christians
Question 18. How does Jehovah use his holy spirit and the Bible to answer prayers?
18 Jehovah uses his holy spirit to answer our prayers. When we pray for help to cope with a problem, he may use his holy spirit to give us guidance and strength. (2 Corinthians 4:7) Jehovah also uses the Bible to answer our prayers and to help us to make wise decisions. When we read the Bible, we may find scriptures that will help us. Jehovah can also motivate someone who comments at a meeting to say what we need to hear or an elder in the congregation to share a point from the Bible with us.—Galatians 6:1.
Question 19. Why might it seem that Jehovah has not answered our prayers?
19 Sometimes, though, we might wonder, ‘Why hasn’t Jehovah answered my prayers yet?’ Remember, he knows when and how to answer our prayers. He knows what we need. We may have to keep on praying for a time to show that we really mean what we say to him and to show him that we truly have faith in him. (Luke 11:5-10) Sometimes Jehovah answers our prayers in a way that we may not expect. For example, we may pray about a difficult situation, but instead of removing the problem, he may give us the strength to endure it.—Read Philippians 4:13.
[“Read” scripture.] Philippians 4:13: For all things I have the strength through the one who gives me power. [End of “Read” scripture.]
Question 20. Why should we pray to Jehovah often?
20 What an amazing privilege we have to pray to Jehovah! We can be sure that he will listen to us. (Psalm 145:18) And the more often we pray to Jehovah from our heart, the stronger our friendship with him will become.
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Truth 1: Jehovah Wants to Listen to Our Prayers
“Jehovah is near to all those calling on him, to all who call on him in truth.”—Psalm 145:18
What should we do if we want Jehovah to listen to our prayers?
Hebrews 11:6
We must have faith.
Psalm 138:6
We must be humble and respectful.
James 2:26
Our conduct should be in harmony with our prayers.
Matthew 6:7, 8
We must be sincere and honest when we pray. We should not repeat the same words in our prayers.
Isaiah 1:15
We must live according to God’s will.

Truth 2: Common Questions About Prayer
To whom should we pray?
Matthew 6:9; John 14:6
Do we need to be in a special position to pray?
1 Chronicles 17:16; Nehemiah 8:5, 6; Daniel 6:10; Mark 11:25
Does Jehovah hear our silent prayers?
Nehemiah 2:1-6
How long should prayers be?
1 Samuel 1:12, 15; Luke 20:46, 47
How often should we pray?
Romans 12:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:17
Why do we say “amen” at the end of a prayer?
1 Chronicles 16:36; 1 Corinthians 14:16

Truth 3: What We Can Pray About
“No matter what we ask according to his will, he hears us.”—1 John 5:14
What are some things that we can pray for?
Matthew 6:9, 10
Pray for Jehovah’s will to be done.
1 Chronicles 29:10-13
Pray to express gratitude.
Matthew 6:11-13
Pray for our personal needs and concerns.
Luke 11:13
Pray for holy spirit.
James 1:5
Pray for wisdom to make good decisions.
Philippians 4:13
Pray for strength to endure.
Ephesians 1:3, 7
Pray for forgiveness for our sins.
Acts 12:5
Pray for others.

Truth 4: Jehovah Answers Our Prayers
“O Hearer of prayer, to you people of all sorts will come.”—Psalm 65:2
How does Jehovah answer our prayers?
Proverbs 12:25; Revelation 14:6
Jehovah can use angels or humans to help us.
2 Corinthians 4:7
His holy spirit gives us the help we need.
Philippians 4:6, 7, 13
He gives us the peace and strength we need to endure.
Galatians 6:1; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17
He gives us wisdom through the Bible and the congregation. [End of Box.]

